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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OP 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

J 

AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  NINTH   CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  2,  180&. 


Monday,  December  2,  1805. 
The  first  session  of  the  Ninth  Congress,  con- 
formably to  the  Constltutioo  of  the  United  States. 
commenced  this  day,  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
and  the  Senate  assembled. 

prebbnt: 

William  Plumbr  and  Nioholas  Oilman,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

John  Quinct  Adams  and  Timothy  Pickbr- 
mo,  from  Massachasetts. 

Jambs  Hillhousb,  and  Uriah  Tracy,  from 
Conaecticat. 

Jambs  Fbnner,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stbphbn  R.  Bradley  and  Israel  Smith,  from 
YermonL 

Samuel  L.  Mitohill,  from  New  York. 

John  Condit  and  Aaron  Eitchel,  from  New 
Jersey. 

George  Logan  and  Samuel  Maolay,  from 
Peonsylyania. 

Samuel  White,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

Datid  Stone,  from  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Sumter  and  John  Gaillard,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Abraham  Baldwin,  from  Georgia. 

Datio  Smith,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Worthington,  from  Ohio. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  fro  tem,^ 
as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  honorable 
Samuel  Sbhth  was  appointed. 

The  credentials  of  the  following  Senators  were 
read,  riz : 

Of  Abraham  Baldwin,  appointed  a  Senator 
br  the  Lfffislature  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last;  of  James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator 
br  the  Lesrislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last;  of  James  Fenner,  appointeJ  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
ihire,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day 


of  March  last;  of  Aaron  Kitchbl,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  serve  during  the  term  limited  by  the 
Constitution;  of  Timothy  Pickering,  appoint^ 
a  Senator  b^  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  last ;  of  Daniel  SmitH| 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from 
the  3d  of  March  last;  and  of  Bucknbr  Thrus- 
TON,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

The  oath  was  administered  by  the  President  to 
the  following  Senators,  as  the  law  prescribes: 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Fenner,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr. 
Kitchel,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  also,  to  Mr.  Sumtbr,  appointed  a  Sena- 
tor by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  last. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  that,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Yice  President,  they  have 
elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Sumter  and  Mitcbill 
be  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  that  t 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Resolved^  That  each  Senator  be  supplied  dur- 
ing the  present  session  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  he  may  choosi^ 
provided  tliat  the  same  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers. 

Removed,  That  James  Mathers,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  perforroinff  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  sum jof  twentyfaght 
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dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  purpose 
during  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Besolved,  That  two  Chaplaiof,  of  different  de- 
nominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  ny  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolution. 


Tuesday,  December  3. 

Joseph  'Anderson,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see t  BucKNBR  Tbruston,  froiQ  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucKy ;  and  Robert  Wrigbt,  from  the  State  of 
Blaryland,  attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  appoint- 
ed Nathaniel  Macon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Kepre- 
aenlatives  for  North  Carolina^  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  tne  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  b  assembLed.  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communications  that  ne  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
fox  the  appomtment  of  two  Chaplains. 

Mr.  Sumter  reported^  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  had  performed  the  ser- 
Tice,  and  that  the  President  ot  the  United  States 
informed  the  committee  that  be  would  make  his 
communications  to  the  two  Houses  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  day. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Mr.  Thruston. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  SenaU  and  House  (^  BepreseniaHvee 

of  the  iMited  SUUes  ofAmenea.^ 

At  a  moment  wnen  the  nations  of  Europe  are  in 
eommotion,  and  arming  against  each  other,  and  when 
those  with  whom  we  have  principal  intercourse  are  en- 
gaged in  the  general  contest,  and  when  the  coun- 
tenance of  some  of  them  towards  our  peaceable 
eoontry  threatens  that  even  that  may  not  be  unaf- 
fected by  what  Is  passing  on  the  general  theatre,  a 
meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  &e  nation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  has  become  more  than  usually  de- 
sirable. Coming  fifom  every  section  of  our  country 
tkey  bring  with  them  the  sentiments  and  the  infonna- 
littn  of  the  whole,  and  will  be  enabled  to  give  a  direc- 
tion to  the  public  affidrs,  which  the  will  and  the  wis- 
dom of  the  whole  will  approve  and  support. 

In  taking  a  view  ef  tks  slate  of  our  country,  we,  in 
Cbs  first  place,  notice  the  late  aliiatimi  of  two  of  our 
dtisi  under  the  £aal  Irrer  which,  m  latter  times,  has 
occasionally  visited  our  shores.  Providence,  in  his 
goodness,  gave  it  an  early  termination  on  this  oocasien, 
and  loMcned  the  number  of  victims  which  have  usually 
Alien  Wore  it  In  the  course  of  the  several  visitations 
by  this  disease,  it  has  appeared  that  it  u  strictly  local, 
incident  to  cities  and  on  the  tide  waters  only,  incom- 


municable in  the  country,  either  by  persons  under  the 
disease,  or  by  goods  carried  from  diseased  places ;  that 
its  access  is  with  the  antumn,  and  it  disappears  vrith 
the  early  frosts.  These  restrictions,  within  narrow 
limits  of  time  and  space,  give  security  even  to  onr  mar- 
itime cities  during  three-fourths  of  the  year,  and  to  the 
country  always.  Although  from  these  facts  it  appears 
unnecessary,  yet  to  satisfy  the  fears  of  foreign  nations, 
and  cautions  on  their  part,  not  to  be  complained  of  in 
a  danger  whose  limits  are  yet  unknown  to  them,  I 
have  strictly  enjoined  on  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
customs  to  certify,  with  exact  truth,  for  every  vessel 
sailing  for  a  foreign  port,  the  state  of  health  respecting 
this  fever  which  prevails  at  the  place  from  which  she 
sails.  Under  every  motive  from  character  and  duty  to 
certify  the  truth,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  faith&lly 
executed  this  injunction.  Much  real  injury  has,  how- 
ever, been  sustained  from  a  propensity  to  identify  with 
this  endemic,  and  to  call  by  the  same  name,  fevers  of 
very  different  kinds,  which  have  been  known  at  all 
times  and  in  all  countries,  and  never  have  been  placed 
among  those  deemed  contagious.  As  we  advance  in 
our  knowledge  of  this  disease,  as  facts  develop  the 
source  from  which  individuals  receive  it,  the  State  au- 
thorities charsed  with  Che  care  of  the  public  health,  and 
Congress  with  that  of  the  general  commerce,  will  be- 
come able  to  regulate  with  effect  their  respective  func- 
tions in  these  departments.  The  burden  of  quaran- 
tines is  felt  at  home  as  well  as  abroad ;  their  efficacy 
merits  examination.  Although  the  health  laws  of  the 
States  should  be  found  to  need  no  present  revisal  by 
Congress,  yet  commerce  claims  that  their  attention  be 
ever  awake  to  Ihem. 

Since  our  last  meeting  the  aspect  of  our  £nreign 
relations  has  eonstderably  changed.  Our  coasts  have 
been  infested,  and  our  harbors  watched,  by  private 
armed  vessels,  some  of  them  without  commiasioPSi 
some  with  illegal  commissioiis,  others  with  those  of 
legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts  beyond  the 
authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have  captur- 
ed, in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors^  as  well  as 
on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  with  us,  but  our  own  also.  They 
have  carried  them  off  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudica- 
tion ;  but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice, 
they  havie  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in 
obseure  piaces,  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
them ;  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them  in 
boats  in  the  open  sea,  or  on  desertsheres,  without  food 
or  covering.  These  enorraitieB  appearing  to  be  un- 
reached by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruiae  witUa  our  own 
seas,  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  descriptions  found 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Qolf 
Stream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  ss  pi- 
rates* 

The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and  har- 
bors, under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  shqM,  to  the  great  annoy* 
ance  and  oppression  of  our  commerce.  New  princi- 
ples, too,  have  been  interpolated  into  the  law  of  nik 
tions,  founded  neither  in  justice  nor  the  usage  or  ac- 
knowledgment of  nations.  According  to  these,  a  bel- 
ligerent takes  to  itself  a  commerce  with  its  own 
enemy  vrfaich  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  the  ground  of 
its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  virar.  But  reason  revolts 
at  such  an  inconsistency,  and  the  neutral,  having  equal 
right  with  the  belligerent  to  decide  the  question,  the 
interests  of  our  oonstitQents,  and  the  duty  of  maintain- 
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Proceeding. 


SiMATB. 


mg  tike  wathantf  of  wmmt  the  onlj  ampire  belween 
just  aaiioaa,  impose  ob  us  the  obligatioai  of  providing 
aa  sftctnel  and  deterHuned  o^fKMBition  to  a  doctrine  so 
mjmioam  to  the  rights  of  peiuceahle  nations.  Indeed, 
Ihe  confidence  we  ought  to  have  inihe  justice  of  others 
stifl  ooontanftnces  the  hope  that  a  sounder  view  of  those 
x%ikts  will^  of  itself  induce  from  OTory  belligerent  a 
aoie  conect  observance  of  them. 

Widi  Spain,  ovr  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  dif- 
Saencee  have  not  had  a  BatisHMtory  issue.    Spoliations 
dsring  a  fonnmr  war,  for  which  she  had  fonnallj 
acknowledged  herself  responsible,  have  been  refbsed 
to  be  compensated  but  on  conditions  afiecting  other 
dsHBs  in  nowise  connected  with  them.    Yet  the  same 
practices  are  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  al- 
ready of  great  amount.    On  the  Mobile,  our  commerce 
paaaag  through  that  river  continues  to  be  obstructed 
fa^  aihitnuy  duties  and  vexatious  searches.    Proposi- 
tions  te  adjusting  amicably  the  boundaries  of  Louisi- 
aim  have  not  been  acceded  to.    While,  however,  the 
ri|^  is  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  ch<mging  the  state 
of  things  by  taking  new  posts,  or  strengthening  our- 
selves in  the  disputed  territories,  in  the  hope  that  the 
odier  P6wer  would  not,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  oblige 
«a  to  meei  their  ezem|rfe,  and  endanger  conflicts  of  au- 
thority the  issue  of  which  may  not  be  easily  controfled. 
But  in  thu  hope  we  have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  con- 
fidsaee.     Inroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the 
territofies  of  Orieans  and  Mississippi,  our  citizens  have 
been  seized  and  their  property  plundered  in  the  very 
parts  of  the  fimner  which  had  been  actually  delivered 
up  by  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  that  Government.    I  have,  therefore,  found  it 
necessary,  at  length,  to  give  orders  to  our  troojps  on 
that  frontier  to  be  in  readmess  to  protect  our  citoens, 
and  to  repel  by  arms  any  similar  aggressions  in  future. 
Other  details,  necessary  for  your  full  infinmation  of  the 
state  of  things  between  this  country  and  that,  shall  be 
the  subject  of  another  commimication.    In  reviewing 
these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the 
moderation^  the  firmness,  and  the  wisdom,  of  the  Le- 
gislature will  all  be  called  into  action.     We  ought 
st21  to  hope  that  time  and  a  more  correct  estimate  of 
interest,  as  well  as  of  cbaaracter,  will  parodnse  the  jus- 
tice we  are  bound  to  expect.    But  should  any  nation 
deceive  itself  by  &lse  calculations,  and  disappoint  that 
expectation,  we  must  join  in  the  unprofitable  contest 
of  trying  which  pur^  can  do  the  other  the  most  harm. 
Some  of  these  injuries  may,  perhaps,  admit  a  peaceable 
remedy.     Where  that  is  competent  it  is  always  the 
most  desirable.    But  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  to 
be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  recommend  such  preparations 
as  dieumstances  call  for.    The  first  object  is  to  place 
our  seaport  towns  out  of  the  danger  of  insult.    Meas- 
Qses  have  already  been  taken  for  furnishing  them  vnth 
heavy  cannon  for  the  service  of  such  land  batteries 
as  may  make  a  part  of  their  defence  against  armed 
vssssls  appcoachmg  them.    In  aid  of  these,  it  is  desira- 
Ue  we  should  have  a  competent  number  of  gunboats, 
sad  the  number  to  be  competent  must  be  considerable. 
Ifiiamediatsly  begun,  they  may  bein  readinessfor  service 
at  ^  opening  of  the  next  season.    Whether  it  will  be 
oeceanry  to  augment  our  land  forces  will  be  decided 
bj  occurrences  probably  in  the  course  of  your  session. 
In  the  mean  time,  you  will  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient,  for  a  state  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war, 
so  to  organize  or  class  the  militia  as  would  enable  us, 
on  any  sudden  emergency,  to  call  for  the  services  of  the 


younger  portions,  unencumbered  with  the  old  and  ^kom 
having  famiiiee.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand 
able  bodied  men,  betwe«i  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-six  years,  which  the  last  census  shows  we  may 
now  count  within  our  limits,  will  furnish  a  competent 
number  for  offence  or  defence,  in  any  point  vrheve  they 
may  be  wanted,  and  will  g^ve  time  for  raising  regulsr 
forces  after  the  necessity  (^  them  shall  become  certMB;. 
and  the  reducing  to  the  early  period  of  lifo  all  its  active 
sMvice  cannot  tot  be  desirable  to  our  younger  citiiens» 
of  the  present  as  well  as  future  times,  inasmuch  as  it 
engages  to  them  in  more  advanced  age  a  quiet  and' 
undisturbed  repose  in  the  bosom  of  their  families.  X 
cannot,  then,  but  earnestly  recommend  to  your  early 
consideration  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  our  militin 
system  as,  by  a  separation  of  the  more  active  part  fTom 
that  which  is  less  so,  we  may  draw  fiom  it,  when  ne« 
cessary,  an  efiicient  corps,  fit  for  real  and  active  servicey 
and  to  be  called  to  it  in  regular  rotation. 

Considerable  provision  has  been  made,  under  former 
authorities  from  Congress,  of  materials  for  the  con* 
struction  of  ships  of  war  of  seventy-fo^r  guns.  Tbeao 
materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the  father  will  of  tho 
Legislature. 

An  immediate  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  am- 
munition is  also  submitted  to  your  determination. 

Turning  from  these  unpleasant  views  of  violence  and 
wrong,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  liberation  of  oar 
feUow-citizens  who  were  stranded  on  the  coast  of 
Tripoli  and  made  prisoners  of  war.  In  a  Government 
bottomed  on  the  will  of  all,  the  life  and  liberty  of  every 
individual  citizen  become  interesting  to  all.  In  tho 
treaty,  ther^re,  which  has  concluded  our  warfore  with, 
that  State,  an  article  for  the  ransom  of  our  citisens  has 
been  agreed  to.  An  operation  by  land,  by  a  small 
band  of  our  countrymen,  and  others  engaged  for  the 
occasion,  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  the  ex-. 
bashaw  of  that  country,  gallantly  conducted  by  our  lale 
Consul  Eaton,  and  their  successful  enterprise  on  theci^ 
of  Deme,  contributed,  doubtless,  to  the  impiession  which 
produced  peace ;  and  the  conclusion  of  this,  prevented 
opportunities  of  which  the  officers  and  men  of  our 
squadron,  destined  for  Tripoli,  would  have  availed 
themselTes  to  emulate  the  acts  of  valor  exhibited  by 
their  brethren  in  the  attack  of  the  last  year.  Reflect- 
ing with  high  satis&ction  on  the  distinguished  bravexy 
displayed,  whenever  occasions  permitted,  in  the  late 
Mediterranean  service,  I  think  it  would  be  an  useful 
encouragement  as  well  as  a  just  reward,  to  make  an 
opening  for  some  present  promotion,  by  enlarging  our 
peace  establishment  of  captains  and  lieutenants. 

With  Tunis  some  misunderstandings  have  arisen^ 
not  yet  sufficiently  explained,  but  friendly  discussiona 
with  their  Ambassador,  recently  arrived,  and  a  mutual 
disposition  to  do  whatever  is  just  and  reasonable,  can- 
not ftul  of  dissipating  these.  So  that  we  may  consider 
our  peace  on  that  coast,  generally,  to  be  on  as  sound  a 
footing  as  it  has  been  at  any  preceding  time.  Still  it 
will  not  be  expedient  to  withdraw,  immediately,  the 
whole  of  our  force  from  that  sea. 

The  lajBf  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment 
fixes  the  number  of  frigates  which  shall  be  kept  in 
constant  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  prescribes  that 
they  shall  be  manned  by  not  more  than  two-thirds  ol 
their  complement  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen* 
Whether  a  frigate  may  be  trusted  to  two-thirds  only 
of  her  proper  complement  of  men,  must  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  service  on  which  she  is  ordered.  That 
may  sometimes  for  her  safety,  as  well  as  to  insure  her 
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tkjttt,  require  ber  fnllest  comf^ement  In  adverting 
ib  this  subject,  Congress  will,  perhaps,  consider  whe- 
dMr  the  best  limitation  on  the  Executive  discretion  in 
tills  case,  would  not  be  by  the  number  of  seamen  which 
may  be  employed  in  the  whole  service,  rather  than  by 
tiie  number  of  vessels.  Occasions  oftener  arise  lor  the 
employment  of  small  than  of  large  vessels,  and  it  would 
lessen  risk  as  well  as  expense,  to  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy them  of  preference.  The  limitation  suggested  by 
'  the  number  of  seamen  would  admit  a  selection  of  ves- 
mIs  best  adapted  to  the  service. 

Our  Indian  neighbors  are  advancing,  many  of  them, 
with  spirit,  and  others  beginning  to  engage  in  the  pur- 
lAiits  of  agriculture  and  household  manufacture.  They 
BTe  becoming  sensible  that  the  earth  yields  subsistence 
with  less  labor  and  more  certainty,  than  the  forest, 
md  find  it  their  interest,  from  time  to  time,  to  dispose 
of  parts  of  their  surplus  and  waste  lands  for  the  means 
of  improving  those  they  occupy,  and  of  subsisting  their 
fiunihes  wluile  they  are  preparing  their  fkrms.  Since 
jour  last  session,  the  northern  tribes  have  sold  to  us 
the  lands  between  the  Connecticut  Reserve  and  the 
ftrmer  Indian  boundary,  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  from 
the  same  boundary  to  the  Rapids,  and  for  a  considera- 
ble depth  inland.  The  Chickasaws  and  Cherokees 
have  sold  us  the  country  between  and  adjacent  to  the 
two  districts  of  Tennessee,  and  the  Creeks  the  residue 
Of  their  lands  in  the  fork  of  Ocmulgee,  up  to  the  Ulco- 
ftuhatche.  The  three  former  purchases  are  important, 
inasmuch  as  they  consolidate  disjoined  parts  of  our 
•ettled  country,  and  render  their  intercourse  secure; 
and  the  second  particularly  so,  as,  with  the  small  point 
on  the  river,  which  we  expect  is  by  this  time  ceded  by 
Hie  Piankeshaws,  it  completes  our  possession  of  the 
whole  of  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  from  its  source  to 
Aear  its  mouth,  and  the  navigation  of  that  river  is 
fliereby  rendered  forever  safe  to  our  citizens  settled  and 
Mttling  on  its  extensive  waters.  The  purchase  from 
the  Creeks  too  has  been  for  some  time  particularly  in- 
teresting to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  several  treaties  which  have  been  mentioned  will 
be  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  respective  functions. 

Deputations,  now  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, from  various  nations  of  Indians  inhabiting 
the  Missouri  and  other  parts  beyond  the  Mississippi,  come 
duirged  with  assurances  of  their  satisfaction  with  the  new 
relations  in  which  they  are  placed  with  us,  of  their  dispo- 
sitions to  cultivate  our  peace  and  friendship,  and  their  de- 
fdre  to  enter  into  commercial  intercourse  with  us.  A  state 
of  our  progress  in  exploring  the  principal  rivers  of  that 
country,  and  of  the  ii^ormatiou  respecting  them  hith- 
erto o'jtained,  will  be  communicated  so  soon  as  we  shall 
receive  some  further  relations  whidi  we  have  reason 
shortly  to  expect 

The  recepts  at  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  have  exceeded  the 
anm  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  which,  with  not 
quite  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  have  enabled  us,  after  meeting  other  demands, 
to  pay  nearly  two  millions  of  the  debt  contracted  under 
Ibe  British  treaty  and  convention,  upwards  of  four 
millions  of  principal  of  the  public  debt,  and  four  mil- 
lions of  interest.  These  payments,  with  those  which 
had  been  made  in  three  years  and  an  half  preceding, 
have  extinguished  of  the  funded  debt  nearly  eighteen 
millions  of  principal. 

Congress,  by  their  act  of  November  10,  1803,  au- 
fliorized  us  to  borrow  9l>760,000,  towards  meeting  the 


claims  of  our  citizens,  assumed  by  the  convention  vriA 
France.  We  have  not,  however,  made  use  of  this  au- 
thority ;  because,  the  sum  of  four  millions  and  an  half, 
which  remained  in  the  Treasury  on  the  same  30th  day 
of  Septomber  last,  with  the  receipts  which  we  may  cal- 
culate on  for  the  ensuing  year,  besides  paying  the  an- 
nual sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  to 
the  funded  debt,  and  meeting  all  the  current  demands 
which  may  be  expected,  will  enable  us  to  pay  the 
whole  sum  of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  assumed  by  the  French  convention, 
and  still  leave  us  a  surplus  of  nearly  a  million^of  dc^lars 
at  our  firee  disposal.  Should  you  concur  in  the  provis- 
ions of  arms  and  armed  vessels,  recommended  by  thS 
circumstances  of  the  times,  this  surplus  will  furnish  the 
means  of  doing  so. 

On  the  first  occasion  of  addressing  CoBgreas,  since, 
by  the  choice  of  my  constituents,  I  have  entered  on  a 
second  term  of  administration,  I  embrace  the  opportu* 
nity  to  give  this  public  assurance,  that  I  will  exert  my 
best  endeavors  to  administer  foithfully  the  Bxecutive 
Department,  and  will  zealously  co-operato  with  you  in 
every  measure  which  may  tend  to  secure  the  liberty, 
property,  and  personal  safety,  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  to  consolidate  the  republican  forms  and  principles 
of  our  Government. 

In  the  course  of  your  session,  you  shall  receive  all 
the  aid  which  I  can  give,  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  and  all  the  information  necessary  for  your 
deliberations,  of  which  the  interests  of  our  own  country, 
and  the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  others,  will  admit 
a  communication.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DscixBSB  3,  1805. 

The  Message  was  read  and  three  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wbdnesoay,  December  4. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  act,  entitled  "An  act,  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Nortiiwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Stete  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  wi^  the  original  Stetes, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;'*  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  manner,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  money  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  ought  to 
be  applied : 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  the  Naval  service,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^ve^"  in. 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Chaplain,  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  ballots  being 
collected,  were,  for  Doctor  Qantt,  15 ;  Bishop 
Claggett,5;  Mr.  McCormick,  2.  So  the  Rev- 
erend Doctor  Qantt  was  elected  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  during  the 
I  present  session. 
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Tuesday,  December  5. 

BBUJAMfif  HowLAin>,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Iskfld^  attended. 

Tile  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  durinisr  the 
jear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,"  was 
md  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mit- 
CHii^  Bbaolet,  and  Sumteb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  sobmitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Rctohedt  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  further  sum  of 
monej  to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
Bsde  yesterday  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  "Act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
{^▼ernmentj  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
jnnml  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  Messrs 
Tract^  Amoebson,  Wohtbinoton,  Adams,  and 
Wright,  were  apponted  the  committee. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  this  day  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  Naval 
service  during  the  year  one  tbout^and  eight  hun- 
dred and  five^"  replorted  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  reasons 
^ny  an  additional  appropriation  is  requisite  for 
the  rtaval  service  for  the  current  year. 


Frioat,  December  6. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
a  further  sum  of  money  to  purchase  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library ;  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Mitchill,  Baldwin,  and  Tract,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Eesohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  expediency  of  purchasing  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  report  what  disposition,  in  their 
opinion,  ou^ht  to  be  made  of  tbe  one  thousand 
volumes  of  laws  ordered  by  law  to  be  reserved  fbr 
the  disposal  of  Congress. 

The  President  Hiid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 

S>rt  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
enate  of  yesterday. 

The  letter  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  appoint- 
ed the  Reverend  Mr.  Glendib,  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress  on  their  part  during  the  present  session. 
The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,"  was 
tend  the  third  time  and  passed. 


Monday,  December  9. 

James  Jackson,  from  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
attended. 

John  Adair,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
John  Breokenrioge,  Esq.,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath  pre-  ^ 
scribed  by  law  having  been  administered,  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presioent  op  the  United  States,  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Bepresentaiivee  of  the  United  Stales  .- 

The  depredations  which  have  been  committed  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  during  a  preceding 
war»  by  persons  under  the  authority  of  Spain,  are  suf- 
ficiently known  to  all.  These  made  it  a  duty  to  re- 
quire ft'om  that  (Government  indemnifications  for  oui 
iigured  citizens ;  a  convention  was  accordingly  entered 
into  between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, and  the  Minister  of  that  Government  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  Spanish  subjects,  and  carried  into  ports  of 
Spain,  should  be  paid  for  by  that  nation ;  and  that 
those  committed  by  French  subjects,  and  carried  into 
Spanish  ports,  should  remain  ibr  farther  discussion. 
Before  this  convention  was  returned  to  Spain  with  our 
ratification,  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  the 
United  States  took  place ;  an  event  as  unexpected  as 
disagreeable  to  Spain.  From  that  moment  she  seemed 
to  change  her  conduct  and  dispositions  toward  us.  It 
was  first  manifested  by  her  protest  against  the  right  of 
France  to  alienate  Louisiana  to  us ;  which,  however, 
was  soon  retracted,  and  the  right  confirmed :  then  high 
offence  was  manifested  at  the  act  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing a  collection  district  on  the  Mobile,  although,  by 
an  authentic  declaration,  immediately  made,  it  was  ex- 
pressly confined  to  our  acknowledged  limits ;  and  she 
now  refiised  to  ratify  the  convention  signed  by  her  own 
Minister,  under  the  eye  of  his  Sovereign,  unless  we- 
would  consent  to  alterations  of  its  terms,  which  would 
have  affected  our  claims  against  her  for  the  spoliations 
by  French  subjects  carried  into  Spanish  ports. 

To  obtain  justice,  as  well  as  to  restore  firiendship,  I 
thought  a  special  mission  advisable ;  and  accordingly 
appointed  James  Monroe,  Minister  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary,  to  repair  to  Madrid,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  our  Minister  resident  there,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  ratification  of  the  former  convention,  and  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  Spain  as  to  the  boun- 
daries of  Louisiana.  It  appeared  at  once  that  her 
policy  was  to  reserve  herself  for  events,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  keep  our  differences  in  an  undeterhiincd 
state.  This  will  be  evident  from  the  papers  now  com- 
municated to  you.  After  nearly  five  months  of  fruit- 
less endeavor  to  bring  them  to  some  definite  and  satis- 
fiictory  result,  our  Ministers  ended  the  conferences, 
without  having  been  able  to  obtain  indemnity  fbr  spo- 
liations of  any  description,  or  any  satisfaction  as  to  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  other  than  a  declaration  that 
we  had  no  rights  eastward  of  the  Iberville,  and  that  our 
line  to  the  west,  was  one  which  would  have  left  us  but 
a  string  of  land  on  that  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
Our  injured  citizens  were  thus  left  without  any  pros- 
pect of  retribution  from  the  wrong-doer;  and,  as  to 
boundary,  each  party  was  to  take  its  own  course.  That 
which  they  have  chosen  to  pursue,  will  appear  from 
tbe  documents  now  communicated.    They  authorise 
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tbe  inference  th«t  it  is  their  intention  to  advance  on 
our  posseseioDS,  until  tbey  shall  be  repreesed  by  an  op- 
posing force.  Considering  that  Congress  t lone  is 
constitutionally  invested  with  the  power  of  changing 
our  condition  from  peace  to  war,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  await  their  authority  for  using  force  in  any 
degree  which  could  be  avoided.  I  have  barely  instruct- 
ed the  officers  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ag- 
gressions, to  protect  our  citixens  from  violence,  to  patrol 
within  the  borders  actually  delivered  to  us,  and  not  to 
go  out  of  them,  but,  when  necessary,  to  repel  an  inroad, 
or  to  rescue  a  citizen  or  his  property ;  and  the  Spanish 
officers  remaining  at  New  Orleans  are  required  to 
depart  without  further  delay.  It  ought  to  be  noted 
here,  that  since  the  late  change  in  the  state  of  afiairs 
in  Europe,  Spain  has  ordered  her  oraisetv  and  courts 
to  respect  our  treaty  with  her. 

The  conduet  of  France,  and  the  part  she  may  take 
in  the  misunderstandings  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain*  are  too  important  to  be  unconsidered.  She 
was  prompt  and  decided  in  her  declarations,  that  our 
demands  on  Spain  for  French  spoliations  carried  into 
Spanish  ports  were  included  in  the  settlement  between 
the  United  States  and  France :  she  took  at  once  the 
ground  that  she  had  acquired  no  right  from  Spain,  and 
had  meant  to  deliver  ns  none,  eastward  of  the  Iberville. 
Her  silence  as  to  the  western  boundai^,  leaving  us  to 
infer  her  opinion  might  be  against  Spam  in  that  quar- 
ter. Whatever  direction  she  might  mean  to  give  to  these 
differences,  it  does  not  appear  that  she  has  contem- 

Slated  their  proceeding  to  actual  rupture,  or  that,  at  the 
ate  of  our  last  advices  from  Paris,  her  Government 
had  any  suspicion  of  the  hostile  attitude  Spain  had 
taken  here ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  she  was  disposed  to  effect  a  settlement  on  a  plan 
analogous  to  what  our  Ministers  had  proposed,  and  so 
comprehensive  as  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
grounds  of  future  collision  and  controversy  on  the 
eastern  as  well  as  western  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  present  crisis  in  Europe  is  favorable  for  pressing 
such  a  settlement,  and  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  in 
availing  ourselves  of  it  Should  it  pass  unimproved, 
our  situation  would  become  much  more  difficult  For- 
mal war  is  not  necessary — it  is  not  probable  it  will 
follow ;  but  the  protection  of  our  citizens,  the  spirit 
and  honor  of  our  country,  require  that  fi>rce  should  be 
interposed  to  a  certain  degree.  It  will  probably  con- 
tribute to  advance  the  object  of  peace. 

But  the  course  to  be  pursued  will  require  the  com- 
mand of  means  which  it  belongs  to  Congress  exclu- 
sively to  yield  or  to  deny.  To  them  I  communicate 
every  fact  material  for  their  information,  and  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  enable  them  to  judge  for  them- 
selves. To  their  wisdom,  then,  I  look  for  the  course  I 
am  to  pursue ;  and  will  pursue,  with  sincere  zeal,  that 
which  they  shall  approve. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DacEMBKR  6,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
eoDsideratioD. 

The  Presidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enelosiog  the 
aoDual  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment." 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Decembar  10. 

Andrew  Moore,  from  the  State  of  VirgioM, 
attended. 

The  following  Message  was  reoeiFed  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Repreaentaiivea  of  the  United  States: 

The  enclosed  documents  relating  to  my  Messag^e  of 
the  6th  instant,  not  being  ready  at  that  date,  I  thoa^lit 
it  better  not  to  detain  the  Message,  but  to  communi- 
cate these  papers  afterward  as  supplementary  to  those 
then  sent.  They  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  deemed 
confidentiat 

TH.  JEFFERSON- 

Decsxbxb  10,  1805. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 
The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 


Thursday,  December  12. 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
prohibit  tbe  importation  of  certain  persons  therein 
described,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited 
time  tbe  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  mentioned  in  the  message  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  secoad  reading. 

Friday,  December  13, 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  prohibiting  for  a  limit* 
ed  time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there* 
of,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin,  and  Jackson,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Monday,  December  16. 

George  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate^  attended. 

JoBN  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  also  at- 
tended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Re?.  Mr.  Laurie,  Chaplain  to  Con- 
gress.  on  their  part,  during  the  present  session,  in 
place  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Glbndib,  who  has  declined 
his  appointment. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  on  the  12lh  instaoti 
Mr.  Bradley  asked  leave  to  hrin^  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  slaves  lato  any  port  ox 
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pUee  wubia  the  }uria<iicli*B  of  tke  Ubit€d  States^ 
mn  and  after  thm  first  dajr  of  Jaonary,  1806. 


Tuesday.  December  17. 

Tke  Senate  resumed  the  motioB  made  fester- 
daj,  for  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
ifflportation  of  shires  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
ia  the  jnrisdietioo  of  the  United  Slates,  from  and 
alter  the  first  day  of  Jaouary,  1608 ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  previous  question  was  moved  for,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  maio  question  be  now  pot  ?  And  the 
yeas  aod  nap  being  required  bv  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present,  on  th  previous  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Tkas — ^Measn.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner, 
HowUmdy  Kitcbel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mttchill,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Bmith  of  Yer* 
mont.  Stone,  Thruston',  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Mesars.  Adair,  Adams,  BiUdwia,  Gaillard, 
Gilman,  Jackson,  Moore»  Pickering,  Sumter,  Tracy, 
and  Wright. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  on  the 
main  questioa,  by  one-fifth  of  me  Senators  pres- 
ent, it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays  9, 
as  foUowB : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Gondit,  Fanner, 
Cfflman,  Howland,  Kitdiel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill, 
FhimeT,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Throston,  Worthington,  and 
"Wright. 

Nats — Messrs,  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Gkillard, 
Jackson^  Moore,  Pickering,  Sumter,  and  Tracy. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read  the  first  time. 


WEBjfBsnAT,  December  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  Armistead,"  in  which  tbey  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  LfOOAjv  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
of  Amterica  and  the  French  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

On  motion,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 


a  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa  act  to  make  provision  for  per- 
sons that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^*  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia:"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

PROCEEDS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  aras 
referred  the  ezaminatioa  of  the  act,  entitled  *' An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government; 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  f  and  to  report  the 
manner,  in  their  opinion,  the  money  appropriated 
by  said  act  ought  to  be  applied,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration : 

That,  upon  examination  of  the  aot  aforesaid,  thegr 
find  the  one-twentieth  part  of  five  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  aod 
sold  by  Congress  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1802,  is  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  making 
public  roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters  emp- 
tying into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said  State, 
and  through  the  same :  such  roads  to  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent  of  the  sev« 
era!  States  Uirough  which  the  road  shall  pass. 

They  find  that,  by  a  subsequent  law  passed  on  the 
9d  day  of  March,  1803,  Congress  appropnated  three 
per  cent  of  the  said  five  per  cent  to  lining  out  and 
making  roads  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  two  per 
cent  of  the  appropriation  contained  in  the  first-men- 
tioned law,  unexpended ;  which  now  remains  for  **  the 
laying  out  and  making  roads  from  the  navigaMe  waten 
emptying  into  the  Attsntic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said 
State." 
They  find  that  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  the 

Suto  of  Ohio,  from  July  1,  1802,  to  June  30, 1803, 

both  inclusive,  was  ....  f  124,400  98 
From  1st  July,  1808,  to  June  30,  1804  -  176,203  36 
From  Ist  July,  1804,  to  June  80, 1806  ^  266,000  00 
From  1st  July,  1806,  to  September  30, 

1806 06,000  00 


TnoaaDAY,  Deeember  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Tkeodoriek  Armistead;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
aad  reiermd  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Balowiii,  and 
AffomwoN,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
'mhtmtd  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


Amounting  in  the  whole,  to    -  $632,604  37 


Two  per  cent  on  which  sum  amounts  to  $12,662. 

Twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollam 
were,  therefore,  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  subject 
to  the  uses  directed  by  law,  as  mentioned  in  this  re- 
port— and  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  fund  is  constant- 
ly accumulating,  and  will,  probably,  by  the^time  regu- 
lar preparations  can  be  made  for  its  expenditure,  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  examined,  as  fitf  as  their  limited 
time,  ^and  the  scanty  sources  of  &ctB  within  theisr 
reach  would  permit,  the  various  routes  which  hav# 
been  contemplated  for  laying  out  roads  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  first  mentioned  in  this  report 
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They  find  that  the  distance  from  Philadelphia  to 
Pittsburg  is  three  hundred  and  fourteen  miles  by  the 
usual  route,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  two  hundred 
and  seventy. 

From  Philadelphia  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  river 
Oluoy  contigpiouB  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  is  prob- 
ably between  SteubenTille  and  the  mouth  of  Grave 
creek,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three  hundred 
and  sixty  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  same 
points,  and  by  the  usual  routes,  is  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four. 

From  this  city,  (Washington,)  to  the  same  points  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  distance  is  nearly  the  same  as  from 
Baltimore ;  probably  the  difference  is  not  a  plurality  of 
miles. 

From  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  miles ;  but  new  roads  are 
opening  which  will  shorten  the  distance  fifty  or  sixty 
miles — two  hundred  and  forty-seven  miles  of  the  con- 
templated road,  from  Richmond  northwesterly,  will  be 
as  good  as  the  roads  usually  are  in  that  country,  but 
the  remaining  seventy  or  eighty  miles  are  bad,  for  the 
present,  and  probably  will  remain  so  for  a  length  of 
time,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  existing  inducement  for 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  incur  the  expense  of  making 
that  part  of  the  road  passable. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where 
the  route  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  will  inter- 
sect it,  the  distance,  as  usually  travelled,  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four.  From  this  point,  which 
is  at  or  near  Brownsville,  boats  can  pass  down  with 
great  fricility  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  during  a  number  of 
months  in  every  year. 

The  above  distances  are  not  all  stated  from  actual 
mensuration,  but  it  is  believed  they  are  sufiiciently  cor^ 
reet  for  the  present  purpose. 

The  committee  have  not  examined  any  routes  north- 
ward of  that  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  river  Ohio, 
nor  southward  of  that  leading  from  Richmond,  because 
they  suppose  the  roads  to  be  laid  out  must  strike  the 
river  Ohio  on  some  point  contiguous  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  words  of  the  law  making 
the  appropriation ;  the  words  are,  "  leading  from  the 
navigable  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
river  Ohio,  to  the  said  State,  and  through  the  same." 

The  mercantile  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  is  chiefly  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore ;  not  very  extensive  in  the  towns 
on  the  Potomac  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
still  less,  with  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  At  present,  the 
greatest  portion  of  their  trade  is  with  Philadelphia; 
but  it  is  believed  their  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  with 
Baltimore,  owing  to  the  difference  of  distance  in  favor 
of  Baltimore,  and  to  the  advantage  of  boating  down 
the  MonongflJiela  river,  from  the  pomt  where  the  road 
strikes  it,  about  seventy  miles  by  water,  and  fifty  by 
land,  above  Pittsburg, 

The  sum  appropriated  for  laying  out  and  making  roads 
is  so  small,  that  the  committee  have  thought  it  most 
expedient  to  direct  an  expenditure  to  one  route  only ; 
they  have  therefore  endeavored  to  fix  on  that  which,  for 
the  present,  will  be  most  accommodating  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  to  the  future  benevolence 
and  policy  of  Congress,  an  extension  of  their  opera- 


tions on  this  or  other  routes,  and  an  increase  of  Hie 
requisite  fund,  as  the  discoveries  of  experience  may 
point  out  their  expediency  and  necessity.  The  com- 
mittee being  fully  convinced  that  a  wise  Government 
can  never  lose  sight  of  an  object  so  important  as  that 
of  connecting  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  pop- 
ulation, spread  upon  a  fertile  and  extensive  country, 
with  the  Atlantic  States,  now  separated  from  them  by 
mountains,  which,  by  industry  and  an  expense  mod- 
erate in  comparison  with  the  advantages,  can  be  ren- 
dered passable. 

The  route  fix>m  Richmond  must  necessarily  approadi 
the  State  of  Ohio,  in  a  part  thinly  inhabited ;  and 
which,  firom  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  other  circum- 
stances, must  remain  so,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
time ;  and  firom  the  hilly  and  rough  condition  of  the 
country,  no  roads  are,  or  can  can  be,  conveniently  made 
leading  to  the  principal  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
These  considerations  have  induced  the  committee  to 
postpone,  for  the  present,  any  further  consideration  of 
that  route. 

The  spirit  and  perseverance  of  Pennsylvania  are 
such,  in  the  article  of  road-making,  that  no  doubt  can 
remain  but  they  vrill,  in  a  little  time,  complete  a  road 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  as  good  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  permit  They  are  so  parttculariy 
interested  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  their 
trading  capital,  Philadelphia,  not  only  to  Pittsburg,  but 
also  to  the  extensive  country,  within  that  State,  on  the 
Western  waters,  that  they  will  of  course  surmount  the 
difiiculties  presented  by  the  Alleghany  mountain,  Ches- 
nut  Ridge,  and  Laurel  Hill^  the  three  great  and  almost 
exclusive  impediments,  which  now  exist  on  that  route. 

The  State  of  Maryland,  with  no  less  spirit  and  per- 
severance, are  engaged  in  making  roads  from  Baltimore, 
and  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, through  Fredericktown  to  Williamsport  Were 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  ex- 
pendituro  of  the  fund  in  contemplation  upon  either  of 
these  routes,  for  the  present,  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary- 
land, it  would  probably  so  far  interfere  with  the  obser- 
vations of  the  respective  States,  as  to  produce  mischief 
instead  of  benefit ;  especially  as  the  sum  to  be  laid  out 
by  the  United  States  is  too  inconsiderable,  alone,  to 
efiect  objects  of  such  magnitude.  But  as  the  State  of 
Maryland  have  no  particular  interest  to  extend  their 
road  across  the  mountains ;  and  if  they  had  it,  it  would 
be  impracticable,  because  the  State  does  not  extend  so 
far ;  the  committee  have  thought  it'expedient  to  recom- 
mend the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  within 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  at  the  most 
convenient  place  between  a  point  on  the  easteriy  bank 
of  said  river,  opposite  to  Steubenville  and  the  mouth  of 
Grave  creek,  which  empties  into  said  river  Ohio,  a  lit- 
tle below  Wheeling,  in  Virginia.  This  route  will  meet 
and  accommodate  the  roads  leading  from  Baltimore, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  it  will  cross  the  Monon- 
gahela river,  at  or  near  Brownsville,  sometimes  called 
Redstone,  where  the  advantage  of  boating  can  be  taken, 
and  from  the  point  whero  it  will  probably  intersect  the 
river  Ohio,  there  are  now  roads,  or  they  can  easily  be 
made  over  feasible  and  proper  ground,  to  and  through 
the  principal  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Cumberland  is  situated  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Al- 
leghany mountains,  about  eighty  miles  from  Williams- 
port  by  the  usual  route,  whidi  is  circuitous,  owing  to  a 
large  bend  in  the  Potomac,  on  the  bank  of  which  the 
road  now  runs ;  the  distance  on  a  straight  line  is  not 
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i  than  Ifty  orfifty-ilTe  mil«6,ovier  tolerable  groimd 
far  a  road,  wluch  will  fnobably  be  opened  by  the  Stale 
of  Ifaiyland,  ahonld  the  roHte  be  eatabliahed  over  the 
Bsantaina  aa  contemplated  by  this  report. 

from  Cumberland  to  the  western  extremity  of  Lan- 
id  Hill,  by  the  route  now  travelled,  the  distance  is 
■xty-atz  nules,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  fifty-five ; 
so  this  part  of  the  route,  the  committee  suppose  the 
fint  and  very  considerable  expenditures  are  specially 
Beoeasary.  From  Laurel  Hill  to  the  Ohio  river,  by  thie 
usual  route  is  about  seventy  miles,  and  on  a  straight 
Ime  fif^-four  or  fifty-five ;  the  road  is  tolerable,  though 
capable  of  amelioration. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  principles  arising  from  the 
foregoing  &cts,  the  committee  present  herewith  a  bill 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  They  suppose  that, 
to  take  the  nroper  measures  for  carrying  into  eftect  the 
section  of  tne  law  respecting  a  road  or  roads  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  Congress  by  the 
law  itself,  and  that  a  sense  of  duty  will  always  be  sufii- 
dent  to  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  offered  to 
the  Senate. 

To  enlarge  upon  the  highly  important  considerations 
of  cementing  the  union  of  our  citizens  located  on  the 
Western  waters  vritfa  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
be  an  indelicacy  ofiered  to  the  understandings  of  the 
body  to  whom  this  report  is  addressed,  as  it  might  seem, 
to  distrust  them.  B  ut  from  the  interesting  nature  of  the 
subject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  a  single  observation. 

Politicians  have  generally  agreed  that  rivers  unite 
die  interests  and  promote  the  friendship  of  those  who 
inhabit  their  banks ;  while  mountains,  on  the  contrary, 
tend  to  the  disunion  and  estrangement  of  those  who 
are  separated  by  their  intervention.  In  the  present  case, 
to  make  the  crooked  ways  straight,  and  the  rough  ways 
smooth,  vrill,  in  effect,  remove  the  intervening  moun- 
tains, and  by  fodUtating  the  intercourse  of  our  Western 
brethren  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite 
them  in  inttnti,  which,  the  committee  believe,  is  the 
most  efifectual  cement  of  union  applicable  to  the  human 
race. 

Mr.  Tract,  also,  from  the  committee  last  meo- 
tioned,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  laving  out 
and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  toe  State 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 
PUBLIC  LANDa 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions ;  which  were  read,  aod  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration : 

Betokedf  That  one  or  more  land  offices  be  opened 
far  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  on  which 
the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  extinguished,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Re»ohtdj  That  Commissioners  be  appointed,  with 
ample  powers,  to  settle  all  disputes  relative  to  the  lands 
ttAeA  by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
^aiet  sil  claims,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  the 
cesnon. 

Bttohedj  After  satisfying  all  just  claims,  and  the  ex- 

peiiMs  incident  thereto,  that  one part  of  all  the 

public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  vrithm  the 
limits  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of 

a  eollege  or  university  in  said  State,  forever ;  one 

part  far  the  use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  child- 
r^,  forever;  and  five  per  cent  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  Mlat  (tf  the  pubbelands,  far  the  puipoea  of  making 


roads;  Promded,  The  State  of  North  Carolina  shall 
consent  to  the  appropriation  afaresaid. 
On  motion  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  20. 

John  Smith,  from  the  Slate  of  New  York^  at- 
tended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  AndersoNi 
Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  eutitled  ^An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refui;ees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley, 
Baldwin,  and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  Slate  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  rejs^ulatin^  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second 
section  thereof;"  also  a  bill^  entitled  '*An  act  sup* 
plementaty  to  the  act  makmg  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30lh  of  April, 
1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

A^eeably  to  notice  given  on  the  18th  instant, 
Mr.  Loqan  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  ihe  United  States,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  following 
words : 

^  While  noticing  the  irregularities  committed  on  the 
ooean  by  others,  those  on  our  own  part  should  not 
be  omitted,  nor  left  unprovided  for.  Complaints  have 
been  received,  that  persons  residing  within  the  United 
States  have  taken  on  themselves  to  arm  merchant  ves- 
sels, and  to  force  a  commerce  into  certain  ports  and 
countries  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  those  countriea. 
That  individualBshould  tmdertake  to  wage  private  war» 
independently  of  the  authority  of  their  country,  cannot 
be  permitted  in  a  well  ordered  society.  Its  tenden^ 
to  produce  aggressions  on  the  laws  and  rights  of  other 
nation^  and  to  endanger  th»  peace  of  our  owd>  ia  so 
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obviooB,  thai  I  doubt  not  yov  will  ad^  measares  for 
restraining  it  efi^ctndiy  in  Aitura." 

The  first  complaint  alluded  to  in  the  Message 
of  the  President,  is  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  by  the  Envoy  of  Great  Britain, 
dated  on  the  31st  of  August,  1804,  in  which  he 
observes : 

*'  I  have  received  information  respecting  several  ves- 
sels which  have  of  late  been  armed  in,  and  have  sailed 
from  the  difierent  ports  of  the  United  States,  some 
loaded  with  articles  contraband  of  war,  (gunpowder  is 
«aid  to  be  the  general  article,)  others  with  cargoes  of 
innocent  goods,  and  others  again  in  ballast.  After  the 
diligent  inquiry  whidi  it  has  been  my  duty  to  make  on 
80  important  a  subject,  I  think  that  I  can  have  the 
honor  of  stating  to  you  with  certainty,  that  several  ves- 
aels  of  the  above  description,  whidi  are  mentioned  to 
be  schooner  rigged,  have  sailed  lately  fitmi  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  whilst  others  of  a  larger  size,  even  ships  of 
considerable  burden,  and  completely  equipped  for  war, 
have  sailed  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  the 
possessions  of  His  Majesty's  enemies  in  the  East  as  well 
as  West  Indies.  It  is  said  the  object  of  some  of  these 
equipments  is  to  force  a  trade  with  the  blacks  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Domingo,  in  which  attempt  the  public 
prints  have  stated  so  circumstantially,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  on  the  subject,  that  two  American  vessels  have 
been  captured  by  French  cruisers,  after  making  resist- 
ance. But  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
destination  of  others,  particularly  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  been  with  cargoes  of  contraband  articles  to 
the  enemies'  possessions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

**  Let  their  destination,  however,  be  what  they  may, 
it  cannot,  I  conceive,  but  be  justly  considered,  that  such 
armaments,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  a  neutral 
State,  must  be  attended  with  consequences  prejudictal 
to  a  belligerent  Power,  and  may,  therefore,  be  deemed 
rightly  as  offennve,  for  which  reason  the  law  of  nations 
hM  stated  one  of  the  first  obligations  of  neutrality  to  be 
that  of  abstaining  from  all  participation  in  warlike  ex- 
peditions. The  armed  vessels  alluded  to,  may  become 
the  property  of  the  King's  enemies  either  by  capture  at 
•ea,  or  by  purchase  in  the  ports  to  which  they  are  des- 
tined, and  are  thus  in  readiness  to  be  converted  imme- 
diately into  instruments  of  hostility  against  His  Majesty, 
whilst  in  another  pomt  of  view  they  are  calculated  to 
protect  the  vessels  when  they  are  loaded  with  contra- 
band articles,  against  the  lawful  search  and  detention 
of  a  lawfully  commissioned  cruiser,  when  the  latter 
shall  be  of  inferior  force.  Indeed,  I  conceive  that  it 
may  not  be  giving  too  great  an  extent  to  the  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations,  without  attending  to  the  nature 
of  the  cargo,  to  consider  the  very  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  implements  of  war,  with  which  such  vessels 
are  furnished  as  contraband  articles,  when  the  vessels 
^ve  been  thus  equipped  without  the  authority  of  the 
nation  to  which  they  belong. 

**  I  understand^  sir,  that  the  armanents  in  question 
Iteve  in  hct  taken  place  under  no  oommission  or 
mthority  whatever  fixnn  the  Gfevemraent  of  the  United 
tHates.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  have  the 
hon^  of  making  you  acquainted  with  the  information 
^t \as  reached  me  on  this  subject,  and  if  the  obser^ 
vHions  which  1  have  taken  the  Uberty  to  make  upon  it 
■hould  happily  be  conformable  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
American  Government,  I  can  safoly  trust  to  thbir 
justice,  as  well  as  to  their  jealousy  of  observing  the 
ttiost  strict  neutrality  in  the  present  war,  to  take  such 
^  ^  as  ihafl  appear  to  tfatm  tha  most  propar  for 


suppressing  the  illegal  proceeding^  complained  of  on 
the  part  of  those  individuals,  citixens  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  appear  to  be  concerned  in  them." 

In  a  letter  from  the  Charg^  des  Affaires  of  Franc  e 
dated  the  7th  of  May,  1804,  and  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  ne  observes: 

**  The  undersigned  is  informed,  in  a  manner  which 
leaves  him  no  room  to  doubt  it,  that  the  American  mer- 
chants, who  pursue  this  commerce  (meaning  the  com- 
merce with  St.  Domingo)  publicly  arm,  in  the  ports  <^ 
the  United  States,  vessels  which  are  intended  to  sup- 
port by  force  a  traffic. contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  to  repel  the  efibrts  which  the  cruisers  of  the  French 
Republic  are  authorized  to  make  in  order  to  prevent  it. 
These  armaments  have  also  for  their  object  to  cover  the 
conveyance  of  munitions  to  the  revolted  of  that  colony. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  these  fieuits,  which  are  public ;  the  consequences 
thereof  have  already  been  manifested  in  the  West  In- 
dies, where  the  public  papers  advise  that  there  have 
been  actions  between  the  French  cruisers  and  Ameri- 
can vessels  carrying  on  this  commerce.  In  considering 
the  matter  merely  under  the  view  of  the  law  of  nations, 
it  is  manifest  that  American  citizens,  under  the  very 
eyes  of  their  Government,  carry  on  a  private  and  pirati- 
cal war  against  a  Power  with  which  the  United  States 
are  at  peace.  The  undersigned  would  be  wanting  in 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  vindicate,  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  Government 
which  are  openly  injured,  and  If  he  did  not  call  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  disagreeable  reflection 
which  the  French  Government  would  have  a  right  to 
make,  if  the  silence  of  the  local  authorities  respecting 
acts  of  this  nature  should  be  imitated  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States." 

'*  The  French  Government  certainly  could  not  see 
without  a  profound  regret,  that  after  having  given  to 
the  United  States  the  most  marked  proofs  of  the  desire 
to  place  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  nations  upoa 
the^most  immoveable  foundations,  by  abandoning  Bap 
tional  interests  which  might  have  eventually  produced 
collisions,  individual  interest  should  now  be  permitted 
to  compromit  this  good  understanding.  Its  regret 
would  be  still  much  greater,  if,  when  the  dignity  and 
safety  of  France  are  openly  injured  in  the  United 
States,  by  their  citizens,  the  American  Government 
should  preserve,  respecting  these  violations,  a  silence 
which  would  appear  to  offer  an  excuse,  and  even  a 
sort  of  encouragement,  to  all  the  excesses  which  cu- 
pidity may  attempt.  Besides,  that  the  peace  of  the 
two  nations  cannot  but  be  seriously  compromitted  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  individuals,  and  by  the  reprisals 
to  which  they  must  necessarily  lead,  this  state  of  things 
would  infallibly  tend  to  diminish  die  amicable  dispo* 
sition  which  the  two  Governments  wish  to  cultivate." 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  commerce  as  carried 
on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  is  not  only 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  nation  is  bound  to  obey, 
but  is  in  direct  violation  of  a  treatv  made  in  1800, 
between  the  United  States  and  France :  a  treaty 
on  the  most  liberal  principles  as  to  the  rights  of 
nedtrals,  and  highly  advantageous  and  honorable 
to  both  nations. 

To  remedy  the  evils  complained  <^,  a  law  wma 
enacted  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  toreea-^ 
late  the  elearaoce  of  armed  merchant  vessels ;  tnia 
aet  haa  operated  as  a  deception,  as,  since  the  publi- 
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cstion  td  the  law,  the  trade  with  St.  Domingo  has 
been  carried  oo  to  as  great  if  not  greater  extent 
tbtn  formerly.  The  only  metit  of  the  arming 
kw,  is.  that  io  a  national  view  it  removes  the  res- 
foosihility  from  the  individual  who  may  be  en- 
laced in  the  trade,  to  the  Gk)vernment  by  which 
H  IS  aathorized. 

Whilst  we  are  anxious  to  have  our  own  na- 
tioDal  rightt  respected,  is  it  honorable  to  violate 
the  rights  of  a  friendly  Power  with  wham  we  are 
at  peace?  or  is  it  sound  policy  to  cherish  the 
black  population  of  St.  Domingo  whilst  we  have 
m  similar  population  in  our  Southern  States,  in 
which  should  an  insurrection  take  place,  the  Gbv- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  render 
cJ^taal  aid  to  our  fellew-citizens  in  that  part  of 
the  Union?  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  observing  that 
in  bringing  forward  the  bill  under  consideration, 
be  was  not  inflaenced  by  views  of  friendship  to* 
wards  England  or  France,  but  to  preserve  the  im- 
mediate honor  and  future  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  AoAMs. — ^Mr.  President :  Had  the  gentle- 
man who  asks  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  assigned 
any  new  reasons  as  the  foundation  of  his  motion, 
whatever  my  opinion  mi^ht  have  been  upon  their 
merits,  I  should  not  think  it  proper  to  combat  them 
at  this  time;  but  the  object  of  the  bill  is  so  simple, 
that  its  details  are  immaterial.  Its  purpose  is  to- 
tally to  prohibit  a  branch  of  our  commerce,  which 
at  the  U^t  session  of  the  Legislature  was  proved 
to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  country.  Unless, 
therefore,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  should  be  of 
opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  present  is  the  stage  at  which  it  ought 
to  be  arrested:  since  the  mere  discussion  of  the 
question,  and  pendency  of  the  measure  before  Con* 
gress,  may  have  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the 
commercial  interest,  or  at  least  injuriously  affect 
individual  merchants,  in  the  course  of  their  affairs. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  member  upon  this 
floor,  and  to  the  public  in  general,  that  the  same 
gentleman  who  now  wishes  to  introduce  this  bill, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  made  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  it  in  at  that  time,  which  was  re- 
jected ;  and  I  expected  that  on  its  renewal  at  this 
time  he  woold  have  alleged  some  new  grounds 
for  the  measure ;  but  in  this  expectation  I  hive 
been  disappointed.  He  tells  us,  indeed,  that  unless 
we  do  prohibit  this  commerce  it  will  inevitably 
lead  OS  into  a  war  with  the  French  Republic.  I 
kave  ceruini^  no  more  disposition  than  any  gen- 
tleman hera40  be  at  war  with  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  but,  excepting  that  ^tleman's  assertion,  (to 
which  I  am  willing  to  gtve  all  the  credit  which  it 
can  be  entitled  to.)  what  particle  of  evidence  have 
we  that  the  St.  Domingo  trade  will  expose  us  to 
aay  such  danger?  What  evidence  has  the  gentle* 
nan  himself  alleged  in  support  of  his  assertion  ? 
Why,  sir,  he  has  read  to  us  a  part  of  the  President's 
Memge,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress; and  a  correspoi^ence  between  the  British 
and  French  Ministers,  and  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  or  nine  months  previoas  to  that  time,  and  com- 
plaining that  some  of  our  merchant  vessels  were 
armed.    It  is  surely  needless  for  me  to  mention 


in  this  House  that  in  consequence  of  that  very 
passage  in  the  President's  Message  of  last  year,  and 
of  those  very  complaints  of  those  foreign  Ministers, 
a  bill  did  actually  pass  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
after  a  long  and  ample  discussion  of  the  subject; 
which  bill  was  intended  to  remove  those  causes  of 
complaint,  and  is  now  in  force.  This  bill  I  have 
understood  was  satisfactory  on  all  hands,  and  it 
has  been  within  a  very  few  days  declared  by  a 
member  of  this  body,  in  his  place,  to  have  given 
satisfaction  to  the  French  Government  in  partie* 
nlar,  nor  has  that  information  been  contradicted. 
This  conclusion  indeed  may  be  infernal  from  the 
tenor  of  the  President'scommunication  to  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session.  If 
any  intimation  of  com|>laints  from  foreign  Pow- 
ers relative  to  this  subiect,  is  contained  in  this 
message,  it  has  escaped  my  attention,  and  I  can 
indeed  safely  affirm  there  is  none.  And  is  not  this 
silence  itself,  a  strong,  an  irresistible  proof  that  no 
such  complaints  have  beev  made,  but  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  Congress  at  the  last  session 
have  been  satisfactory?  Believing  it  as  I  do,  and 
that  no  needless  interference  of  the  Gk)vemment 
with  the  regular  course  of  commercial  transactions 
ought  ever  to  be  countenanced,  I  hope  the  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Logan)  will  not 
have  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  JACxeoN  seconded  Mr.  Logan's  motion,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Aoams  said,  that  he  wished  Mr. 
Logan  to  make  it  an  annual  motion,  as  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  had,  in  the  Parliament  of  England,  to  reduce 
septennial  Parliaments,  but  with  more  effect,  until 
the  trade  so  highly  dishonorable  to  national  char- 
acter  was  annihilated.  As  to  Mr.  Aoamb's  ohser* 
vations  that  the  bill  was  not  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  last  session,  and  that  he  had  heard  no  new  ar- 
guments, he  would  answer  the  gentleman  by  asking 
what  new  arguments  had  been  advanced  on  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,  when 
leave  was  given  two  days  since  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  the  same  arguments  had  been  runff  in  our  ears 
by  Q^uakers  and  others,  ever  since  the  Constitution 
had  been  in  operation,  and  not  a  new  one  had  been 
produced.  He  said  that  the  day  would  come  when 
this  dishonorable  traffic  would  be  rued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  day  must  arrive  when  a  general 
peace  would  take  place,  when  the  present  hostil* 
ities  must  cease ;  that  it  must  and  would  then  be- 
come the  interestof  every  nation  of  Europe^  having 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  to  extirpate  this  horde 
or  ship  them  off  to  some  other  place.  That  the 
United  States,  by  afibrding  them  succor,  arms,  am^ 
munition,  and  provisions,  must  be  considered  by 
them  as  their  allies — their  supporters  and  their  pro- 
tectors. That  he  believed  the  United  States  would 
be  viewed  in  this  light  by  the  French  Qovern- 
ment  and  by  themselves,  and  that  they  would  de- 
mand and  expect  us  to  grant  them  an  asylum  as 
allies  and  protectors,  and  send  them  to  our  caast. 
This  was  no  novelty,  and  he  had  received  infor- 
mation from  a  late  celebrated  Freach  General, 
given  in  a  public  company  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ton  where  he  boarded,  and  the  Gkneral  was  one 
who  dined  there ;  that  arrangements  had  been 
made,  if  Gleiieral  Le  Clerc  had  been  victorious^  to 
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seod  those  brigands  to  the  Southern  States.  This 
was  a  melancholy  sabject  for  Sooth  Carolina  and 
Ckorgia,  and  one  of  those  brigands  introduced  into 
the  Southern  States  ^as  worse  than  an  hundred 
importations  of  blacks  from  Africa,  and  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.Smith. — Mr.  President:  Had  the  honor- 
able moTer  produced  any  new  document,  or  given 
us  any  new  information,  I  certainly  should  have 
given  my  vote  that  he  should  have  the  leave  re- 
quired ;  or  had  the  Senate  been  composed  of  the 
same  members  as  those  of  the  last  year,  I  should 
have  contented  myself  by  giving  a  silent  vote  on 
thequestion.  Anaddition  being  made  tothe  Senate 
of  several  new  members,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  state,  that  this  subject  was  at  the  last  session 
presented  to  the  view  of  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
dent. A  bill  was  predicated  thereon,  and  after 
l^eat  consideration  and  lengthy  discussion  passed 
into  a  taw.  Has  the  mover  produced  to  the  Sen- 
ate any  document  to  show  that  France  is  not 
satisfied  with  what  has  been  done?  Does  the 
ffentleman  know  that  any  new  complaint  has 
been  made?  I  know  of  none,  and  I,  therefore, 
think  it  fair  to  presume  that  France  has  been  fully 
satisfied  with  the  law  already  passed.  The  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  both  the  French  and  British 
Ministers  have  considered  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo 
as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  see  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  the  note  from  the  British  Minister. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  British  being  disposed 
to  interdict  that  branch  of  trade  as  they  have 
done  almost  all  our  other  most  lucrative  com- 
merce. Had  the  gentleman  brought  forward  a 
bill  to  interdict  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  he 
might  have  produced  many  more  reasons  in  its 
support  than  he  has  been  pleased  to  offer  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  proposed.  But  what  is  this  law  of 
nations?  Is  it  the  written  law.  or  that  law  as- 
sumed by  nations  who  have  the  most  power?  If 
the  gentlemen  mean  the  written  law,  I  must  be- 
lieve that  they  are  mistaken.  I  have  somewhere 
read,  that  when  a  part  of  a  State  separates  itself, 
and  is  capable  of  supporting  that  separation,  forms 
for  itself  a  government,  and  fully  conducts  its 
own  affairs,  that  other  nations  do  not  infringe 
this  law  by  tradins^  or  commencing  a  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  sucn  part. 

We  are  told  that  a  celebrated  French  General 
since  here  has  said,  that  had  General  Le  Cierc 
succeeded,  he  meant  to  have  landed  all  the  blacks 
of  St.  Domin^fo  on  our  southern  shores.  This 
may  be — but,  sir,  it  is  not  probable.  If  such,  how- 
ever, had  been  his  intention,  it  could  not  have 
arisen  from  resentment  on  account  of  our  com- 
merce^ for  we  had  been  of  the  greatest  utility  to  him 
and  his  army,  and  had  then  carried  on  no  com- 
merce that  was  not  fully  sanctioned  by  France. 
Nay,  I  might  say,  that  owing  to  the  supplies  from 
the  JUnited  States,  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo 
had  been  preserved  to  the  mother  country  until 
the  arrival  of  General  Le  Clerc.  Unless,  Mr. 
President,  the  honorable  mover  shall  produce 
some  new  information.  I  shall  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  against  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 


length  and  detail,  siated  his  objections  to  giving 
leave. 

He  complimented  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  purity  of  his  motives  in  bringing  forward  the 
present  motion.  But  he  could  not  refrain  from 
an  expression  of  his  surprise,  and  even  his  regret, 
that  the  subject  had  been  moved  again  in  the 
Senate. 

During  the  last  session  of  Confess,  the  whole 
of  the  intereoui^e  with  St.  Domingo  had  under- 
gone a  full  investigation.  While  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels  was 
under  discussion,  that  part  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce had  been  minutely  examined,  ft  would 
be  remembered  that  the  bill  had  been  committed, 
recommitted,  amended,  and  modified,  with  the 
utmost  labor  and  skill.  Besides  the  talents  which 
the  Senate  afforded,  all  the  sources  of  Executive 
information  had  been  drained,  to  aid  their  re- 
searches. And  the  letters  of  the  British  and 
French  Ministers,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
our  merchants  in  fbrcing  this  trade,  were  opened 
to  our  view.  The  crude  material  of  the  bill  had 
been  hammered  at  and  worked  upon  so  elaborate- 
ly, at  to  have  as  last  received  the  complete  burnish 
of  a  law.  With  all  the  knowledge  that  could  be 
derived  from  so  many  quarters,  the  bill  was  at 
length  passed  to  check  the  violence  of  our  navi- 
gators, and  to  restrain  the  adventurous  zeal  of 
our  merchants.  The  provisions  of  this  law,  were 
such  as  it  was  deemed  just  and  proper  that  a 
neutral  nation  should  take.  And  this  was  a  lib- 
eral condescension  to  the  wishes  of  the  two  great 
maritime  and  belligerent  Powers,  without  forget- 
tioff  the  respect  that  we  owed  to  our  own.  With 
both  these  he  wished  to  cultivate  peace  and  good 
understanding;  but  to  neither  of  them  would  he 
consent  to  yield  any  portion  of  our  neutral  and 
national  rights. 

The  difficulties  exhibited  in  the  ministerial 
correspondence,  Mr.  M.  said  were  thus  removed. 
With  a  promptitude  that  deserved  to  be  admired, 
Congress  interposed  Its  authority,  for  the  purpo.se 
at  once  of  doing  justice  to  our  neighbors,  regula- 
ting our  commerce,  and  tranquilizing  the  Mexi- 
can seas.  With  these  salutary  provisions,  he  be-, 
lieved  the  two  complaining  nations  had  been 
satisfied.  At  least  we  had  done  so  much  that  they 
ought  in  all  reason  to  be  content.  Congress  had 
already  manifested  a  due  regard  to  all  that  France 
and  Great  Britain  had  offered  upon  the  branch 
of  West  Indian  commerce,  and  in  the  true  spirit 
of  good  neighborhood,  and  correct  principle,  had 
modified  and  restricted  the  intercourse  with  Hayti. 
And  so  fully  did  the  Europeans  seem  to  acquiesce 
in  our  conduct,  that  he  had  not  heard  any  further 
remonstrances  made  by  either  of  them  about  it. 
He  thought  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Aoams)  very  much  in  point. 
Under  a  conviction  that  we  had  done  as  much  as 
public  faith  and  national  honor  required,  he  had 
given  his  vote  against  the  introduction  of  a  simi- 
lar bill  during  the  last  session.  Nothing  had  oc- 
curred from  that  time  to  this  day,  to  alter  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  or  to  make  it  necessary 
for  him  to  change  his  conduct.    He  thought  now, 
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u  ke  did  then,  tbat  there  w&s  danger  of  oyeract- 
iag  oar  part  and  of  doiua  too  much;  of  being  godd 
to  osr  neighbors,  to  such  a  degree,  asd  in  such  a 
Banner,  as  to  be  very  cruel  to  ourselves. 

AAer  all  this  condescension  on  our  part,  after 
Jaqmring  into  the  alleged  miscondnct  of  our 
people,  and  taking  imsieaiate  measures  to  prevent 
ibe  repetition,  and  after  having  done  all  we  politic 
cally  could  or  chat  we  hoaoraoly  ought,  the  sub- 
ject is  oBce  more  introduced  to  the  Senate.  It 
comes  now,  not  from  the  Executive  Department, 
not  from  tbe  cabinets  of  the  nations  concerned. 
nor  from  the  recommendation  of  a  Senatorial 
eommitlee.  but  from  tbe  suggestions  of  an  indi- 
▼idaaJ  member  of  our  own  body. 

The  commeroe  of  tbe  United  States,  he  said, 
was  an  astonishing  spectacle.  It  reached  from 
Arettc  to  Antarctic,  and  was  coextensive  with  the 
circumference  of  the  globe.  Most  of  the  inhabit- 
ed countries  of  the  earth  were  visited  by  our  nav- 
igators, and  the  striped  flagof  the  Union  fluttered 
in  the  remotest  harbors.  Our  countrymen  have 
ma^  material  additions  to  the  science  of  geogra- 
phy.  They  have  found  markets  unknown  to  com- 
mercial men  before.  They  have  derived  cargoes 
from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  laid  the  cod,  tbe 
seal,  and  the  whale,  under  contribution. .  They 
have  exported  tbe  productions  of  their  own  happy 
country,  so  fertile  in  the  articles  which  sustain 
and  cherish  life,  to  all  places  where  they  were 
wanted,  and  brought  home  the  crude  materials  or 
the  manufactures  of  those  regions  in  return.  By 
aa  energy  and  enterprise  imexampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  haotan  species,  they  have  excited  the 
jealoQsy  of  foreigners,  who  are  not  only  behind 
them  hi  mercantile  exertion,  but  who  cannot 
weigh  an  anchor  or  re^  a  topsail  equal  to  them. 

Such  was  OUT  situation — peaceful,  industrious, 
and  desirous  of  measuring  out  liberal  justice  to 
all  our  neighhors.  But  this  was  no  protection 
against  commercial  rivalship.  Emulation  and 
competition  existed  in  all  callings  and  professions. 
Mercantile  jealousy  had  been  alarmed  by  it.  Ex- 
perience had  shown  to  the  most  active  of  them 
that  they  were  unsuccessful  competitors.  What 
was  the  consequence  1  They  had  endeavored  to 
interrupt  bv  force  or  stratagem,  that  predominant 
trade  whico  they  cduld  not  outdo  or  equal  by  fair 
means.  In  the  havens  of  Britain  the  port  charges 
were  of  the  most  exorbitant  kind.  The  money 
paid  by  as  for  passiag  their  light-houses  was  ex- 
cessive. The  fees  for  performing  qaaraotine  were 
oat  of  all  proportion  to  the  good  expected,  or  ser- 
vice done.  Convoy  duties  were  also  frequendy 
exacted ;  aad  the  custom-houses  collected  a  higher 
rate  of  charge  apen  merchandise  exported  to  the 
United  States  than  to  any  part  of  Europe.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  cruisers  of  that  nation  had 
made  the  most  uagenerons  abuse  of  the  power  of 
searching  our  vessels.  They  had  taken  out  and 
impressed  into  their  service  emigmnu  coming  to 
oor  country.  They  had  violently  drawn  mto 
their  service  our  seamen,  natives  of  our  land. 
NataraliEed  foreigners  had  not  been  spared.  Our 
neutrality  had  been  violated  by  their  forcing  our 

* sed  citixeas  to  flght  against  the  political 
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friends  of  their  country.  Our  ships  had  been  fre- 
quently detained  and  spoiled  on  the  high  seas; 
and  their  officers  and  crews  grossly  insulted.  Ves- 
sels baring  the  variegated  stripes  and  constellated 
stars  of  our  Union  had  been  sent  to  distant  Brit- 
ish ports  for  adjudication.  Cargoes  had  been  con- 
demned under  the  most  arbitrary  pretexts,  and 
our  merchants  and  underwriters,  by  the  process  of 
an  ea?  parte  trial,  stripped  of  their  property.  Our 
ports  had  been  blockaded.  The  public  authority 
m  our  very  harbors  had  been  defied,  and  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  nation  had  been  fired  at.  And, 
to  crown  the  whole,  the  same  nation,  instigated 
by  the  like  jealous  and  invidious  considerations, 
seem  bent  upon  prohibiting  our  carrying  trade  in 
colonial  produce,  and  resolved  to  reduce  us  once 
more  to  the  dependence  of  provinces. 

Are  we,  sir,  already  come  to  this  7  You  [the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Cumton,  was  in  the  Chair] 
well  remember  the  eflfects  wrought  by  the  injuri- 
ous proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament  in  1774» 
You  bore  a  n^le  and  manly  part  in  the  struff|rles 
of  freemen  against  oppression  at  that  day.  Thirty 
years  ago,  you  and  your  patriotic  associates  could 
form  a  general  non-importation  agreement,  andL 
despising  the  luxuries  of  the  mother  country,  and 
superior  to  her  prowess,  you,  spirits  of  freedom, 
acnieved  our  glorious  Revolution.  If  the  case 
requires  it,  may  we  not  do  this  again  1  If  we  must 
curtail  our  commerce  by  our  own  statutes,  it  is 
certainty  a  better  policy  to  retaliate  upon  an  ad- 
versary in  that  way,  than  to  abandon  to  her,  as 
the  proposed  bill  contemplates,  a  lucrative  portion 
of  our  trade.  Sorely,  laboring  as  we  do,  under 
all  these  embarrassments,  a  proposition  for  lessen- 
ing our  navigation  and  forbidding  our  ships  to 
frequent  the  open  ocean,  would  hardly  have  besa 
expected  from  one  of  our  own  body. 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  think  the  Sc 
Domhigo  commerce  is  no  great  thing  ia  itself. 
We  might  do  exceedingljr  well  without  it ;  and  I 
am  very  far  from  approving  the  means  by  which 
it  has  been  carried  on ;  but  I  dislike  the  idea  of 
forbidding  it,  at  the  mandate  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Like  our  Revolutionary  patriots,  let  us  pat  our 
foot  here,  and  hence  reluse  to  bud^e.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  legislate  at  the  nod  or  bidding  of  any  na- 
tion. I  hope  we  understand  our  business  hettet 
than  to  register  edicts  for  them ;  while  we  pay 
due  respect  to  others,  it  becomes  us  also  to  respect 
ourselves.  The  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one.  If 
we  agree  to  interdict  this  intercourse,  we  may,  at 
the  next  session,  be  informed  that  we  ought  ta 
withdraw  from  some  other  important  port  or  re- 
gion. V^hen  we  are  found  to  be  so  complying  to 
one  nation,  we  shall  be  subjected  to  a  like  request 
or  menace  from  another,  until,  sir,  our  flag  shall 
be  furled  in  one  foreign' ||yt  after  another,  and 
nothing  be  left  us  but  the  ^pasting  trade  at  home. 
The  sad  consequences  hafl|been  ably  portrayed 
by  the  ffentleman  from  fliylaad,  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith.) 

There  was  another  reason  evincing  the  unsea- 
sonableness  of  the  proposition  at  the  present  time* 
This  was  a  disastrous  and  eventful  era  of  our 
The  merchants  in  every  seaport  of 
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the  oatioD  were  assembling  to  consider  their  losses 
from  the  rapacitv  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  It 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  the  statements  that 
such  a  practical  class  of  men  should  make.  Our 
judgments  would  be  aided  by  the  facts  which 
their  memorials  would  contain. 

Mr.  M.  then  considered  the  prohibition  in  the 
Constitution  on  Congress  as  to  the  laying  of  ex- 
port duties,  and  said  that  the  exportation  of  our 
domestic  productions,  so  necessary  to  our  countrj'', 
and  so  cautiously  guarded,  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  spontaneous  regulations  of  our  own. 
He  was  an  advocate  for  the  mare  liberum.  He 
wished  a  wide  and  open  market  for  the  beef,  pork, 
fish,  flour,  rice,  and  cotton,  of  the  country. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  which  a  re- 
strained commerce  would  have  upon  agriculture. 
With  the  ceasing  of  exports,  this  great  spring  to 
the  planter's  and  grazier's  industry  is  at  once  taken 
away ;  the  plough  would  stop ;  and  it  would  be 
melancholy  to  see  the  fair  and  enchanting  face  of 
our  countrv^  degenerate  to  the  savage  state,  and 
yield  naught  but  the  unthrifty  crop  of  weeds  and 
brambles. 

Turning,  then,  to  ship-building  and  its  cluster 
of  attendant  trades  and  arts,  he  feared  that  it 
would  fall  into  neglect.  That  employment  which 
gives,  perhaps,  the  grandest  idea  of  the  skill  of 
man,  would  be  discontinued,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  pur  seaports  be  forced  back  to  the  country  to 
keep  them  from  starving. 

Nor  was  this  revenue  to  be  omitted  in  the  enu- 
meration. As  far  as  the  imports  from  Hayti  are 
consumed  by  our  citizens,  so  far  the  revenue  is 
aided ;  and,  if  exported  under  drawback,  the  car- 
rying trade  is  helped  by  the  transportation,  and  the 
return  cargo,  whether  of  brandy,  wines,  hardware, 
or  dry  goods,  may  be  expected  to  afford  an  ad  va- 
lorem or  specific  contribution  to  the  Treasury. 

A  word  or  two  concerning  the  situation  of 
France  in  this  affair,  he  should  beg  leave  to  offer. 
The  coffee  and  sugar  of  that  productive  island 
had  reached  the  ports  of  that  empire  in  American 
bottoms.  And,  m  return,  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  France  had  been  carried  by  the 
same  conveyance  to  the  revolted  colony  of  black 
freemen.  It  was  presumable  such  an  intercourse 
would  give  to  France  several  of  the  benefits  of  a 
direct  commerce.  And,  as  our  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion had  yielded  to  her  the  sovereignty,  he  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  exciting  intermediate  state  be- 
tween rebellion  and  revolution  amonff  the  Hay- 
tians  France  had  any  just  cause  of  displeasure 
against  us.  If  she  had,  the  numberless  captures 
and  depredations  done  under  her  fla^,  must  Lave 
given  her  the  most  ample  satisfaction.  Under 
these  impressions,  he  judged  it  neither  politic  nor 
necessary  to  legislate  further  on  the  subject,  and 
should,  consequently,  say  No  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLBOusE  said,  he  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  because  he  con- 
€dently  expected  there  would  be  a  great  majority 
of  the  Senate  opposed  to  giving  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  for  he  considered  the  measure  not  only  as 
improper,  but  as  ill-timed. 


We  are  informed,  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  the  documents  be- 
fore us,  that  depredations  are  made  on  our  com- 
merce on  all  quarters,  and  our  citizens  not  only 
robbed  of  their  property,  but  in  some  instances 
subjected  to  personal  insult  and  injury;  it  is  also 
well  known  that  Congress  have  received  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  President,  and 
are  deliberating  with  closed  doors.  The  general 
expectation  is  that  something  energetic  and  spirited 
will  be  done  in  defence  of  our  neutral  rights  and 
national  honor.  How  great  will  be  the  surprise 
if  the  first  step  taken  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  is  found  to  be  a  further  restriction,  or  a  total 
prohibition,  of  a  lawful  and  lucrative  branch  of 
our  commerce  ?  As  to  restricting  or  prohibiting 
this  trade  to  St.  Domingo  (which  no  gentleman 
has  produced  a  single  authority  from  the  law  of 
nations  to  prove  to  be  unlawful)  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  our  citizens  from  the  personal  insults 
and  injuries  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  the 
West  Indies,  he  could  not  approve  it;  a  more 
proper  and  dignified  course  he  thought  would  be 
to  send  armed  ships  into  those  seas,  to  capture  or 
demolish  those  bucaniers  and  pirates,  who  rob  us 
of  our  property,  and  insult  and  murder  our  citi- 
zens. .  They  are  a  banditti  whom  no  nation  will 
own,  or  admit,  to  be  acting  under  their  authorit]r, 
though  sailing  under  their  flag,  and  whom  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  such  nation  to  restrain. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  told  us  that 
the  conflict  in  St.  Domingo  is  that  of  masters  at- 
tempting to  reclaim  their  slaves,  and  that  if  the 
United  States  suffer  the  trade  to  be  carried  on, 
we  shall  be  considered  as  aiding  and  upholding 
those  slaves,  and  give  offence  to  France.  And 
that  when  peace  shall  take  place  in  Europe,  the 
French  will  transport  those  negroes  by  thousands 
to  the  shores  of  South  Carolina  and  Qeoreia,  to 
the  endangering-  the  lives  of  the  citizens  ofthose 
States.  This  Mr.  H.  considered  as  a  bugbear,  with 
which  we  ought  not  to  be  frightened,  for,  as  to 
the  warfare  in  St.  Domingo  being  a  mere  con- 
flict between  master  and  slave,  it  will  be  well  re- 
membered that  the  French  Republic  long  ago 
liberated  all  the  slaves  in  that  island,  and  declared 
them  free.  As  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
carrying  arms  and  militarjr  stores  to  the  enemies 
of  France,  the  law  of  nations  has  declared  the 
penalty,  which  is  a  forfeiture  of  the  property,  and 
the  United  States  can  in  no  way  be  implicated 
thereby.  And  as  to  France  landing  those  negroes 
on  our  shores,  he  said  there  was  power,  and  he 
believed  there  would  be  found  a  disposition  in  the 
peoj)le  of  the  United  States  to  repel  such  an  insult ; 
for  if  we  cannot  prevent  France  or  any  other 
Power  from  invading  our  territory  and  insulting 
our  national  honor,  by  landing  their  outcasts  upon 
our  shores,  we  shall  no  longer  deserve  the  name 
of  an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  Jack80N|  in  replv  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
MiTCHiLL,  confessed  he  had  seen  no  official  doca- 
ment,  other  than  what  the  honorable  mover  had 
read,  but  he  had  seen  at  Newcastle,  in  Delaware, 
a  whole  fleet  bound  to  St.  Domingo,  to  force  a 
trade  which  even  captains  of  vessels,  true  Ameci- 
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ctnSf  cried  shame  on.    That  the  honorable  gen- 
tleioao  had  called  out,  why  had  not  the  merer 
brosght  forward  a  resolution  against  Britain  or 
some  other  Power  who  had  committed  depreda- 
li(nu  on  our  commerce !    Mr.  J.  said  he  wished 
to  begin  here,  by  prerenting  our  own  merchants 
fiom  doing  injury  to  other  nations,  and  then  to 
strike  at  those  who  insulted  us.    He  for  himself 
was  prepared  and  willing  to  attack  the  first  Power 
iriio  had  insulted  us  with  far  more  superior  weap- 
ons than  arming  our  ships.    He  was  an  agricul- 
tural man,  and  would  suffer  with  the  flour  makers ; 
hut  he  would  call  on  the  honorable  gentleman 
either  from  Maryland,  from  New  York,  from 
Massachusetts,  or  Connecticut,  to  strike  at  Great 
Britain  or  any  other  nation  who  had  injured  us, 
by  a  resolution  of  prohibition  of  trade  or  inter- 
coarse,  and  he  was  the  man  who  would  second  it 
and  keep  it  on  till  the  injuring  nation  should  cry 
peecavi — keep  it  on  one  twelvemonth,  and  you 
would  see  tnem  all  at  your  feet.    Look  at  the 
Legiriature  of  Jamaica  petitioning  their  Governor 
from  time  to  time  for  American  intercourse.   Ld&k 
at  Trinidad,  the  same,  in  a  state  of  famine.    Sir. 
we  hare  no  faLVors  to  ask  the  nations  of  the  earth ; 
they  must  ask  them  of  us,  or  their  West  India 
colonies  must  starve. 

That  however,  with  respect  to  documents,  he 
would  inform  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 
he  had  seen,  though  not  official,  a  letter  from  Cien- 
eial  Ferrand,  Governor  of  St.  Domingo,  and  which 
was  paUished  in  all  the  principal  newspapers  of 
the  United  States,  complaining  to  the  French 
Government  on  this  subject,  and  laying  all  the 
blame  to  the  American  Government,  if  not  in 
direct,  in  the  most  severe  indirect  terms.  That 
as  to  the  total  separation  of  the  self-created  Em- 
peror and  nation  of  Hayti,  and  its  independence 
of  the  parent  country,  and  under  which  gentle- 
men declared  our  rights  of  trade  founded  on  the 
laws  of  nations— the  late  attack  on  that  General 
by  the  Emperor  proved  it  did  not  exist :  he  was 
defeated,  his  army  scattered  and  driven  to  the 
mountains ;  that  Ferrand  held  the  island  as  French 
Goremor  for  the  French  nation,  and  the  separa- 
tion was  not  such  as  to  warrant  the  arguments 
used  for  a  right  to  trade.  It  would  be  a  fatal  ar- 
gument used  against  us  as  respected  our  South- 
era  States  by  other  Powers.  On  the  same  grounds, 
a  parcel  of  runaways  and  outcasts  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  some 
hundreds,  now  collected  on  or  near  the  Okefo- 
aokee  swamp  in  Gteor^ia,  might  be  termed  an  in- 
dependent socle  tv  ;  or  if  an  insurrection  took  place 
in  those  States,  the  rebellious  horde,  on  creating  an 
emperor,  be  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
as  a  separate  and  independent  nation.  This,  as  the 
honotable  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  been 
^cased  to  term  his  fears  bugbears,  might  be  no 
bugbear  to  him,  ^fe  and  remote  from  the  scene 
of  aeiioo,  near  New  Haven ;  but  it  was  a  serious 
bugbear  to  him.  and  would  be  to  the  whole  south- 
em  country,  where  the  horrid  scenes  of  that  isl- 
and would  be  reacted,  their  property  destroyed, 
aad  their  families  massacred.  The  honorable 
geuleman  from  New  York, too,  had  been  pleased  1 


to  term  them  bugbears,  but  had  raised  up  a 
number  of  his  own  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
bill — he  had  drawn  a  most  lamentable  picture  of 
the  state  of  this  country,  if  this  dishonorable 
trade  to  this  small  part  of  the  commercial  world 
was  interdicted.  Commerce  was  to  languish  and 
agriculture  to  be  annihilated — our  fields  were  to 
grow  up  in  briers  and  thorns,  and  even  verdure 
to  disappear.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  believe  this. 
The  United  States,  if  all  the  Powers  on  earth 
were  opposed  to  us,  had  within  herself  enough  to 
eat,  to  drink,  and  to  clothe  her  citizens ;  this  was 
not  the  ease  with  other  Powers.  Not  a  nation  ex* 
isted,  which  had  West  India  colonies,  but  was 
more  or  less  dependent  on  us,  and  could  not  do 
without  us— pthey  must  come  to  our  terms  or  starve* 
On  with  your  embargo,  and  in  nine  months  they 
must  lay  at  your  feet.  It  was  certain  that  we 
should  suffer  for  that  time,  but  he  was  willing) 
and  he  knew  the  Southern  country  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  it ;  and  at  the  end  of  it  our  fields  would  re- 
sume  their  usual  verdure,  and  the  thorns  and  bri- 
ers be  rooted  out. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
told  us  of  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  that  Hispan- 
iola  was  the  only  vent  now  for  our  flour ;  but  he 
believed  even  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  was  not  so 
strict  in  that  respect,  as  the  honorable  eentleman 
had  mentioned ;  he  would  read  a  line  from  Lord 
Mulgrave  to  Mr.  Monroe  on  that  head.  [Here  Mr. 
J.  read  part  of  it,  but  found  it  more  strict  than  he  had 
thought,  and  gave  that  point  up.]  But  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, said  Mr.  J.,  is  Cadiz  the  only  market  in  Eu- 
rope for  our  flour?  From  the  Tejtel  to  the  Baltic 
and  Mediterranean,  there  are  hundreds  of  ports  at 
which  our  flour  is  vented. 

Mr.  J.  made  a  number  of  other  remarks,  and 
concluded  that  he  thought  the  passage  of  the  bill 
absolutely  necessary,  for  the  honor  and  safetv  of 
the  country ;  and  as  to  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  late  celebrated  French  Gknerel,  it 
was  corroborated  by  the  acts  of  Le  Clerc  and 
Rochambeau  themselves.  That  the  most  darintf 
brigands  were  forced  by  those  officers  on  board 
American  vessels,  the  captains  of  which  were 
compelled  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  their  own  country.  This 
had  been  a  matter  of  serious  alarm,  not  only  to 
the  Southern  States,  but  to  the  Middle  and  North- 
em  States,  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  received,  if  it  was  only  to  inform  merchants 
trading  to  Hispaniola,  of  the  sense  of  Congress, 
that  the  trade  must  cease;  this  was  the  point  on 
which  the  slave  bill  had  been  received.  That  he 
wished  to  begin  with  this  trade  first,  and  he  be- 
lieved striking  at  that  was  striking  at  the  British, 
for  he  had  been  informed  at  Newcastle  that  the  St. 
Domingo  fleet,  then  there,  was  owned  by  British 
merchants,  and  supplied  from  British  capital,  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag,  which  had  to  bear  all 
the  disgrace  of  this  illicit  traffic. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — I  am  not  concious,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  said,  (as  charged  by  the  honorable 
mover,)  that  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo  was  the 
onlv  great,  the  only  important  commerce  of  the 
United  States.    It  was  an  assertion  that  it  wa« 
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not  possible  I  coald  have  made.  I  did,  howerer, 
consider  it  a  branch  of  commerce  highly  import- 
ant to  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  that  island 
does  draw  from  ns  all  its  provisions  of  every  kind; 
its  clothing  and  luxuries:  that  is,  that  half  a  mil- 
lion of  people  are  almost  exclusively  supplied 
with  all  their  wants  by  the  commerce  and  agri- 
culture of  the  United  States;  and  that  good  rea- 
sons should  be  assigned  before  we  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  relinquish  so  important  a  branch.  I  did 
state  that  flour,  salted  beet  and  pork,  fish,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  furnished  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
means  with  which  that  commerce  was  pursued; 
mnd  that  if  interdicted,  it  would  have  a  serious 
operation  on  the  prices  of  some  of  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  has  supposed  that  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  outlet  for  our  flour  in  the 
ports  between  the  Texel  and  the  Baltic.  Those 
ports,  Mr.  President,  export  wheat;  I  never  knew 
a  barrel  of  flour  shipped  from  the  United  States 
to  either  uf  them — they  are  our  competitors.  Mr. 
President,  we  are  advised  by  the  t>ame  honorable 
gentleman  to  begin  by  interdicting  this  trade,  and 
then  proceed  on  to  those  who  have  oppressed  our 
commerce.  This,  sir,  is  a  curious  mode,  to  begin 
to  interdict  the  trade  to  those  against  whom  the 
United  States  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  that 
we  may  be  justified  in  breaking  our  commercial 
relations  with  those  who  have  oppressed  our  trade 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  honorable  mover  has  said,  let  us  look  at 
our  commerce  and  see  how  it  is  affected.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  had  done  us  that  favor — he  men- 
tioned the  East  Indies,  but  there  he  stopped  short, 
and  left  to  each  of  us  to  look  at  our  commerce  in 
our  own  way,  without  the  promised  benefit  of 
his  instruction.  I  will,  Mr.  President,  take  leave 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  short  view  of  some  of 
its  branches.  That  to  the  East  Indies,  has  been 
conducted  in  two  ways— the  one,  by  exporting 
specie,  and  purchasing  therewith  the  cotton  ffoods 
of  the  British  dominions;  the  teas,  china,  and  nan- 
keens of  China ;  the  sugar,  coffee,  and  pepper,  of 
the  Dutch,  French,  and  native  possessions:  the 
other  mode,  by  shipping  from  Europe  the  goods 
best  suited  for  India,  and  vesting  their  proceeds  in 
the  articles  already  stated,  with  which  our  ships 

Sroceed  to  some  port  in  Europe,  or  return  home 
irect  The  most  beneficial  part  of  this  com- 
merce is  now  interdicted  with  Great  Britain. 
Her  Kioff  says  (and  his  admiralty  court  obeys) 
that  the  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry 
on  a  trade  m  the  time  of  war  to  the  colony  of  his 
enemies,  not  permitted  by  such  enemy  in  time  of 
peace.  From  this  general  rule,  he  has  (as  he 
says^  as  matter  of  favor  relaxed  at  different  times. 
During  the  last  war,  he  relaxed  so  far  as  to  per- 
mit neutrals  to  carry  from  their  own  country  to 
the  colony  of  his  enemy,  and  return  direct  to  the 
nation  of  the  neutral  ships,  where  he  insisted  that 
the  cargo  must  be  landed;  but  consented  that  it 
might  be  reshipped  in  the  same  or  any  other  ship 
for  any  port  in  Europe  or  elsewhere.  But  he  ab- 
solutely forbid  us  to  go  with  our  cargoes  from 
India  to  any  other  country  in  Europe  than  Great 
Britain. 


He  has,  Mr.  President,  since  the  war,  with- 
drawn a  part  of  that  high  favor;  and  now  the 
ships  of  the  United  States  are  interdicted  by- 
Great  Britain  from  proceeding  from  Europe  with 
goods  to  any  part  of  the  East  Indies.  Nay,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  one  of  their  most  learned  doctors  of 
law,  that  it  would  even  be  dangerous  for  our  ships 
to  proceed  from  Europe  to  the  East  Indies  witk 
specie.  He  has  interdicted  us  from  proceedings 
from  his  enemies'  colony,  and  from  the  East  Indies 

?:enerally  even  to  his  own  ports  in  Europe,  or 
rom  one  port  in  the  East  Indies  to  another;  he 
denies  us  tne  liberty  of  exporting  the  articles  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  his  enemies' 
colony  in  the  same  ships  in  which  they  were  in^port- 
ed,  (although  the  same  be  landed  and  the  duties 
paid,)  or  even  in  any  other  ship,  for  account  of  the 
person  who  was  the  importer.  From  this  view 
It  will  appear,  that  our  >India  trade  is  greatly  re- 
stricted. Thiis  it  has  lost  part  of  its  importance. 
An  important  branch  of  our  commerce  was,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  Cadiz,  with  flour,  part  of  which 
flour  was  reshipped  by  a  company  to  Cuba;  that 
trade  ceased  with  the  war.  Great  Britain  blockades 
Cadiz,  and  condemnsour  ships  that  attempt  to  go  in. 
We  supply  Cuba  with  flour,  rice,  and  salted  meat ; 
and  brmg  from  thence  sugar,  molasses,  ^.  This 
trade  Great  Britain  as  yet  permits  (through  her 
mat  benevolence)  provided  you  go  to  and  come 
from  the  single  port  of  Havana;  but  condemas 
your  ships  if  they  are  found  coming  from  any 
other  port  in  the  island.  For  this  pittance  m 
trade  to  Havana  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  Great 
Britain.  She  may  (agreeably  to  her  law  of  na- 
tions) deprive  us  of  it  at  any  moment,  and  if  we 
can  judge  of  what  she  will  do,  by  wnat  she  has 
doue,  we  must  expect  she  will  (without  notice) 
cause  all  our  ships  found  trading  with  the  cok>ny 
of  her  enemy,  to  be  seized — her  courts  will  con- 
demn. 

Grreat  Britain  has  interdicted  or  molested  oor 
trade  to  St.  Domingo.  It  was  left  for  the  honor- 
able mover  to  propose  to  deprive  his  coantry  of 
that  valuable  branch  of  oui^  commerce,  and  he 
says  it  out  of  compliment  to  what  he  supposes  to 
be  the  desire  of  France.  He  shows  us  no  doea- 
menl  to  indace  us  to  believe  that  nation  would  wish 
it.  Judging^(as  I  do)  from  what  would  be  the 
interest  of  France,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
she  will  not  be  obliffed  to  the  mover.  It  is  her 
interest  that  Great  Britain  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  commerce  of  St.  DomiuffO.  If  we 
interdict  this  trade,  Great  Britain  will  have  the 
whole;  she  will  have  the  monopoly  which  she. 
asked,  and  which  Dessalines  refused  to  ffive  her^ 
and  she  will  then  aid  him  against  Ferrand— block- 
ade the  city  of  St.  Domingo  by  sea,  while  the 
blacks  attack  him  by  land.  General  F^rand  may 
in  such  case  soon  be  starved  into  submission. 
The  supplying  that  island  and  drawing  all  her 
valuable  products  into  England,  will  enable  Great 
Britain  to  pay  a  handsome  annual  subsidy  to  any 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe.  The  interdiction  of 
our  trade  will  enrich  England  and  ^o  no  benefit 
to  France.  What  effect  may  it  produce,  as  it  re* 
spects  us,  is  a  serious  question.    I  fear  it  wiU 
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create  aooUier  piratical  Power,    The  Haytians 
will  hare  proTisions  if  they  are  to  be  found  on 
the  ocean  ;  the  interdiction  wilt  be  considered  by 
them  as  the  declaration  of  war,  the  worst  of  all 
-wars;  a  war  with  a  view  to  starve  them.    They 
will  send  out  their  vessels  of  war,  (for  they  have 
armed  vessels,)  they  will  take  your  unarmed  ships 
boand  to  Jamaica,  to  the  Spanish  Main,  to  Cur- 
neoa,  and  molest  your  trade  to  Cuba ;  they  are 
upon  the  high  road  of  your  trade  from  Europe  to 
New  Orleans;  they  will  destroy  it ;  you  will  com- 
pel them  to  be  a  maritime  power ;  they  will  soon 
make  it  necessary  for  you  to  surround  their  island 
with  an  armed  fleet.  But,  it  will  be  asked,  of  what 
advantage  is  our  having  the  trade  to  the  mother 
country  ^France.)    I  have  already  stated  that  we 
prevent  its  wealth  from  going  to  her  enemy ;  but 
this  is  not  the  only  advantage — our  ships  carry  to 
Fiance  the  coffee  we  draw  from  St.  Domingo ;  the 
cotton^  rice,  and  tobacco  of  our  country,  and  re- 
ceive in  return  the  wines,  brandy,  soap,  and  dry 
foods  of  France,  which  are  landed  in  the  United 
itates  and  form  a  l&ii^e  proportion  of  the  cargoes 
sent  to  that  island.    Thus  then  France  (in  truth) 
supplies  "  as  formerly"  the  people  of  St.  Domingo 
with  its  manufactures  and  products,  to  the  enrich- 
ing of  that  nation.    The  moment  we  slop  that 
trade,  France  will  furnish  no  more.    Great  Bri- 
tain will  supply  the  whole.    The  Haytians  will 
find  supplies,  whether  we  are  the  carriers  or  not ; 
their  coffee  will  procure  them  all  they  want;  we 
shall  be  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  an  ex- 
pensive fleet;  Great  Britain  will  be  enriched,  and 
France  will  lose  the  advantage  in  which  she  now 

Eartakes.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  that 
ave  induced  me  to  presume  that  the  silence  of 
Wnoce  ia  owing  to  her  knowledge  of  the  conse- 
quences that  would  result  from  our  interdicting 
tkat  trade. 

The  gentleman  ought  to  have  informed  us  of 
the  consequences  that  may  result  to  our  finances 
horn  his  plan ;  had  he  informed  himself,  he  would, 
I  mast  believe,  have  hesitated.  Sir,  it  will  take 
from  the  United  Stales  a  revenue  of  at  least  two 
hiuadred  thousaad  dollars  per  anonm.  Let  gen- 
tlemen look  to  the  report  from  the  Treasury,  they 
will  there  see  that  our  neutral  position — ^in  other 
words,  our  carrying  for  other  nations — has  given 
as  a  rerenoe  of  two  miUioas  per  annum  for  three 
years  of  the  last  Presidential  term.  The  year  1802, 
being  a  year  of  peace,  our  revenue  fell  short  of 
the  average  product  of  the  other  three  years  to 
that  amoant.  St.  Dominco  contributed  at  least 
tlie  sum  mentioned  (I  thinl  mu^h  more)  towards 
these  two  millions  gained  by  the  carrying  toade. 
I  a^n  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  are  asked 
to  make  this  sacrifice  without  being  (so  far  as  we 
know)  requested  thereto,  either  by  our  own  Qov- 
erament  or  that  of  France. 

After  a  few  rejJicatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Lo- 
OAjf.  the  eonsidecation  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  Monday. 

Mom OAT^  December  23. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBBsiDBirr  of  tbb  Uhctso  Syatb8  : 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representcttivee  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Governor  and  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  have  made  a  report  to  me  of  the  state  of 
that  Territory ;  several  matters  in  which,  being  within 
the  reach  of  Legislative  authority  only,  I  lay  the  report 
before  Congress.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Dbckmbbb  23^  1606. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Worthing- 
TON,  and  Balowin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


TuESDAYf  December  24. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, signed  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  Chairman, 
stating  the  expediency  of  enlarfflng  the  piers  al- 
ready constructed  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  of 
adding  to  their  number,  as  well  as  of  preventing 
obstructions  from  piers  heretofore  sunk  for  de- 
fence ;  and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  certain  neighboring  States,  pro- 
pnortionaUy  benefitted  by  the  navigation  of  tbe 
river  Delaware  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitch  ill, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled,  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
and  for  other  purposes,^  as  is  contained  in  the 
second  section  thereof,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracy,  ana 
Adams,  to  consider  and  report  thereoq. 

The  oil!  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Nfary-* 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  considered  as  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  being  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading, 

Mr.  Logan  submitted  tne  following  motion : 

«  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
documents  and  papers,  or  other  information^  as  are  in 
his  poflsession,  relative  to  complaints  by  the  Gorem- 
mcnt  of  Prance,  against  Ae  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  island 
of  St  Domingo." 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  fVom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
this  day  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Gorcmment  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  by 
virtue  of  the  Convention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,"  reported  tbe  same  without  ameodment. 

Ordered^  That  thiabili  pass  to  the  thiid  leftdiBtf^ 
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Friday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
24th  instant,  that  they  be  furnished  with  certain 
documents  respectinff  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  French 
bland  of  St.  Domingo;  and 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  documents  and  papers,  or  other  infor- 
mation, as  are  in  his  possession,  relative  to  com- 
plaints by  the  Government  of  France,  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Orrfercd,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  l^ates  .• 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Sarreyor  of  the 
Public  Boildingfl,  stating  the  progress  made  on  them 
during  the  last  season,  and  what  may  be  expected  to  be 
accomplished  in  the  ensuing  one. 

Dbc.  27, 1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Toe  President  communicated  a  letter  and  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
March  last ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan.  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier;" 
in  wnicli  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
«  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engrossed, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  hying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  or  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
Convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Bemdvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Monday,  December  30. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Cur- 
rier," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Beadlbt,  Baldwin,  and  Mitch  ill.  to 
coniider  and  report  ihcreon» 


Tuesday,  December  31. 

A  messasre  front  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light-nouses 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury^ 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery;" in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Philip  L.  Jones,  and  others,  counsellors  at 
lawj  and  practitioners  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  the  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
stating  certain  extraordinary  services  performed 
by  the  presiding  judge,  J.  B.  Prevost,  and  praying 
a  remuneration  to  him  therefor;  also,  an  increase 
of  the  compensation  provided  by  law  to  the  Pre- 
siding and  Associate  Judges  of  the  said  Court; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland.  Anderson,  and  Tracy,  to 
consider  and  report  tnereon. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  an  alteration  in  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  titles  of  lands  in  that  territory;  also,  some  ad- 
ditional provisions  by  law  for  encouraging  the 
culture  of  sugar,  and  tor  the  establishment  of  pub- 
lic schools;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Anderson^  Tracy,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Thursday,  January  2, 1806. 
The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
and  Hillhousb,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Friday,  January  3. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  December  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theouorick  Armis- 
tead,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

He  also  communicated  a  written  report  on  the 
same  subject,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  Drovidefor  light-houses  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  to  declare  Koxbury,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  27tn  of 
December  last,  made  in  pursuance  of  their  resolo- 
tion  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805;  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith. 
of  Maryland,  Adams,  Tracy,  Mitcbill,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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Monday,  January  6. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  presented  thsr  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  Tork,  stating  the 
niooQs  consequences  to  the  commerce  of  the 
IToited  Slates,  by  the  assumption  of  new  princi- 
ples in  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  construction  of 
t&e  Adoiiralty  Courts  of  Great  Britain;  also,  cer- 
tain unlawful  and  piratical  seizures  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  American  citizens  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  even  on  our  own  coasts ;  and,  also,  the 
ddenceless  state  of  the  ports  and  harbor;;  of  the 
United  States,  and  prayins^  the  immediate  inter- 
position of  Congress ;  and  tne  memorial  was  read, 
asd  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith,  of  Ma- 
rjriand,  Adams,  Anderson,  and  Tracy,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  that  the  memorial 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  George  Rapp  and  others,  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, in  Butler  county,  and  natives  of  Wurtem- 
borg,  in  Germany,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for 
the  cultiTation  of  the  vine,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  manufactories;  also,  that  the  time 
of  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  heretofore  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States  may  be  protracted, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  and  tne  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Bradley,  and  Worthington,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  board  of  trustees,  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  education  of  youth  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  aid  of  Congress  in  procuring 
certain  lots,  suitable  for  the  erection  of  an  acad- 
emy; also,  that  a  lottery  may  be  granted  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  institution;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Looan,  and  Moorb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
borr,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  deliTery,  was  resumed,  the  bill  reported  to  the 
Honae,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  30th  December  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Toppan, 
Gkorge  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 


Tuesday,  January  7. 

James  Turner,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  from  the  third  of  March,  1805, 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered, he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armisteadj,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
the  said  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading?  it  was  deteroiined  in  the  negative — yeas 
6,  nays  21,  as  follows : 


VsAi — Messrs.  Moore,  Smith  of  MaiyUnd,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Thruston,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Hichborne  and  others,  Directors  of  the  New  Eng-  ^ 
land  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  associates,  stating  claims  to 
certain  tracts  of  land  mentioned  in  their  petition, 
and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  lor  their 
compensation;  also  the  petition  of  James  Sullivan 
and  others,  agents  for  the  purchasers  of  lands  un- 
der the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  their  claims ;  and  the  petitions  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sumter  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Rippen,  in  behalf  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, on  the  same  subject;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier ;" 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Evans,  stating  that  he  has  invented  many  useful 
improvements  in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour 
or  meal,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  on  the 
19th  of  January  1791,  and  which  expired  in  Jan- 
uary last,  and  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent, 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Levis  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  stating  that  they  have 
on  hand  a  number  of  copies  of  the  journals  of  Con- 
gress under  the  Confederation,  commonly  called 
Folwell's  editi6n,  which  they  will  dispose  of  for 
the  use  of  the  public ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bradley,  ana 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier," 
and  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  thira 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse, 
Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Gaillard,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Flumer, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary laad,  presented  the  petition 
of  David  Glass  and  others,  of  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, not  being  prefient  on  the  6th  instant,  when 
the  memorial  of  George  Rapp  and  others  was 
presented,  soliciting  Congress  to  consider  them  as 
joining  in  the  said  memorial;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  said  George 
Rapp  and  others,  with  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee that  they  report  on  the  subject  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


Thursday,  January  9. 

Ob  motion  that  it  be 

JSetoipM?,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  23d,  27th,  d5th,  and  4l8t  arti- 
cles of  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  report  to  the  Senate  such  al- 
terations and  amendments,  if  any,  as  they  shall  judge 
proper ; 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 

On  motion, 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  such  information 
in  his  possession  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  relative 
to  the  interpolation,  by  any  foreign  Power,  of  new  prin- 
ciples in  the  law  of  nations,  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  any 
evidence  of  recent  decisions  in  the  British  Courts  of 
Admiralty  to  that  effect,  together  with  such  diplomatic 
communications  between  this  Government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  this  subject  as  he  may 
think  proper ; 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 


Friday,  January  10. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  revising  the  rules  for  doing 
business  in  the  Senate;  and  having  amended  the 
same, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  rules  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
report,  to  the  Senate  such  aheraiiooa  and  amend- 
ments, if  any,  as  they  shall  judge  proper;  and 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tbacy, 
Baldwin,  Braolby,  and  Aoama,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  tbb  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  8enate>  ez- 
pessed  in  their  resolution  of  Deeember  27th,  I  now  lay 
before  them  such  documents  and  papers  (there  being 
no  other  information  in  my  possession)  as  relate  to 
complaints  by  the  Government  of  France  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citixens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  island  of  St  Domingo. 

.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jaiwabt  10, 1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  kave  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to.  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  deem  expedient  relatire  to  the  in- 
teroolation  of  new  principles  in  the  law  of  nations; 
ana  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 


Monday,  January  13. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  gorernment  of  the  Armies  of 
the  United  States,'^  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Sumter,  White,  Adams,  An- 
derson, and  Wright,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  request  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  prohibiting  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  with  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  that  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hich- 
borne  and  others,  of  James  Sullivan  and  others, 
and  of  Jose|[)h  Peppin  and  others,  presented  on  the 
7th  instant,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  asso- 
ciates, stating  claims  to  certain  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  be  referred 
to  a  committee :  the  votes  of  the  Senate  being 
equally  divided,  the  President  determined  the 
question  in  the  affirmative ;  and  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Adams,  Anderson,  Bradley,  and  Sumter,  were 
appointed  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  Vnited  Staies  .• 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  application  of  Hamet  Car- 
am  alii,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
soliciting  from  the  United  States  attention  to  his  ser- 
vices and  sufferkigs  ia  the  late  war  against  that  State. 
And,  in  order  to  possess  them  of  the  ground  on  whidft 
that  apolication  stands,  the  &cta  shall  be  stated  aecord- 
ing  to  the  views  and  information  of  the  Executive. 

During  the  war  with  Tripoli,  it  was  suggested  that 
Hamet  Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Baafaaw, 
and  driven  by  him  from  lus  throne,  meditated  the 
recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and  that  a  concert  of  ac* 
tion  with  us  was  desirable  to  him.  We  considered  that 
concerted  operations  by  those  who  have  a  common  en- 
emy were  entirely  justifiable,  and  might  produce  effecta 
fisLVorable  to  both  without  binding  either  to  guarantee 
the  objects  of  the  other.  But  the  distance  of  the 
scene,  the  difficulties  of  communication,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  our  information,  inducing  the  less  confi- 
dence in  the  measure,  it  was  committed  to  our  agents 
as  one  which  might  be  resorted  to,  if  it  promised  to 
promote  our  snooess. 

Mr.  Eaton,  however,  (our late  Consul,)  onhisretvn 
from  the  Mediterranean,  posseniBg  personal  IompwI* 
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edg«  of  the  aeene,  and  hftviBg  oonfidence  in  the  efibct 
of  a  joint  operation,  weeuthoraed  Commodore  Barron, 
i^m  preceedin^  with  hie  squadron,  to  enter  into  an 
VB^entandiiis  with  Hamet,  if  he  ahould  deem  it  uae- 
M;  and  as  it  was  represented  that  he  would  need 
fOBe  aids  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  even  of  mo- 
M^,  he  was  authorized  to  furnish  them  to  a  moderate 
Otent,  according  to  the  prospect  of  utility  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it.  In  order  to  avail  him  of  the  advantages 
of  Mr.  Eaton's  knowledge  of  circumstances,  ah  occa- 
amal  employment  was  provided  for  the  latter  as  an 
tfent  for  the  Navy  in  that  sea.  Our  expectation  was, 
that  an  intercourse  should  be  kept  up  IxAween  the  ex* 
Baiitaw  and  the  (>ommodoTe,  that  while  the  former 
moved  on  by  Imad,  our  squadroa  ihonld  proceed  with 
ofoal  paea,  ao  as  t«  anriw  at  their  destination  together, 
aad  to  attack  the  oeounon  enemy  by  land  and  sea  at 
the  same  time  T^e  instructions  of  June  6  to  Com* 
Bodore  Barroa  shew  that  a  oo*ooeration  only  was  in* 
tonded,  and  by  no  means  a  union  of  our  object  with 
the  fortune  of  the  ex-Bashaw ;  and  the  Commodore's 
Istters  of  March  23  and  May  19,  prove  that  be  had  the 
Boet  correct  idea  of  our  intentions.  His  verbal  instruc- 
tions, indeed,  to  Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull,  if  the 
expreaaiona  are  accurately  committed  to  writing  by 
^Mee  gentlemen^  do  not  limit  the  extent  of  his  oo-ope- 
ratioD  as  rigorously  as  he  probably  intended ;  but  it  is 
eertazn,  from  the  ex-Bashaw*s  letter  of  January  3d, 
written  when  he  was  proceeding  to  join  Mr.  Eaton, 
and  in  which  he  says,  **  your  operations  should  be  car- 
ried on  by  sea,  mine  by  land,"  that  he  left  the  position 
m  which  he  was,  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  co-operation.  <If  Mr.  Eaton's  subsequent  conven- 
tion should  appear  to  bring  forward  other  objects,  his 
letter  of  April  S9th  and  May  1st,  views  tlus  convention 
b«t  as  provisional ;  the  second  article,  as  he  expressly 
•latea,  guarding  it  against  any  ill  effect,  and  his  letter 
o€  Jane  30tfa  confirms  this  construction. 

In  the  event  it  was  found,  that,  after  placing  the 
flor-Basfaaw  in  possesnon  of  Derae,  one  of  the  most  i»- 
pottant  cities  and  provinces  of  the  country,  where  he 
had  resided  himself  as  Governor,  he  was  totally  unable 
to  iTswma nd  any  leoources,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co- 
speiifien  with  us.  This  hope  was  then  at  an  end,  and 
we  oeitainly  had  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  pve- 
pared  to  land  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay, 
or  subsist,  an  army  of  Arabs  to  mardi  from  Deme  to 
Tripofi,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war  at  such  a  distance 
from  our  resources.  Our  means  and  our  authority 
were  merely  naval,  and  that  such  were  the  expecta- 
tions of  Hamet,  his  letter  of  Juno  29th  is  an  unequiv- 
ocal acknowledgment.  While,  therefore,  an  impression 
from  the  capture  of  Deme  might  still  operate  at  Trip- 
ofi, and  an  attack  on  that  place  from  our  squadron  was 
daily  expected.  Colonel  Lear  thought  it  Uie  best  mo- 
ment to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  then  made  by  the 
Bashaw.  He  did  so,  and  while  urging  provisions  for 
Ae  United  States,  he  paid  attention  also  to  the  inter* 
ests  of  Hamet,  but  was  able  to  tfhci  nothing  more  than 
to  engage  the  restitution  of  lus  family,  and  even  the 
penevering  in  this  demand,  suspended  for  some  time 
theeonclusion  of  the  treaty. 

In  o|ierations  at  such  distance,  it  beoomea  Mceesajj 
to  Jeatc  much  to  the  diacretion  of  tha  agents  employed, 
hmt  ereois  may  still  torn  v^  beyond  the  limiu  of  that 
(Ksfrrlioo.  Unable  in  such  a  case  to  consult  his  Gov- 
MBinent,  a  »aIoas  citizen  will  act  as  he  believes  that 
voold  d^ect  him,  were  it  apprized  of  the  circumstan- 
eas,  and  will  take  on  himielf  the  responsibility.    In  all 


these  cases  the  purity  and  patriotism  iA  the  motives 
should  shield  the  agent  from  blame,  and  even  secure  a 
sanction  where  the  error  \b  not  too  injurious.  Should 
it  be  thought  by  any,  that  the  verbal  instructions  said 
to  have  been  given  by  Commodore  Barron  to  Mr.  Ea- 
ton amount  to  a  stipulation  that  the  United  States 
should  place  Hamet  Caramalli  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
a  stipulation  so  entirely  unauthorized,  so  for  beyond 
our  views,  and  so  onerous,  conld  not  be  sanctioned  by 
our  Government,  or  should  Hamet  Caramalli,  contrary 
to  the  evidence  of  Ins  letters  of  January  Sd  and  June 
29th,  be  thought  to  have  left  the  position  which  he  now 
seems  to  regret,  under  a  mistaken  expectation  that  we 
were  at  ail  events  to  place  him  on  his  throne^  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  something  equiva- 
lent to  the  replacing  him  in  his  former  situation  might 
be  worthy  its  consideration. 

A  nation,  by  establishing  a  character  of  liberality 
and  magnanimity,  gains  in  the  friendship  and  reapect 
of  others  more  than  the  worth  of  mere  money.  This 
appeal  Ib  now  made  by  Hamet  Caramalli  to  the  United 
States.  The  ground  he  has  taken  being  different,  not 
only  from  our  views,  but  from  those  expressed  by  him* 
self  on  former  occasions,  Mr.  Eaton  was  desired  to  state 
whether  any  verbal  communications  passed  from  him 
to  Hamet,  which  had  varied  what  we  saw  in  writing. 
His  answer  of  December  5th,  is  herewith  transmitted, 
and  has  rendered  it  still  more  necessary,  that,  in  pre- 
senting to  the  Legislatttre  the  application  of  Hamet, 
I  should  present  them  at  the  same  time  an  exact  state- 
ment of  file  views  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
through  this  whole  business,  that  they  mav  clearly  un- 
derstand the  ground  on  which  we  are  placed.  It  is 
accompanied  by  all  the  papers  which  bear  any  relation 
to  the  principles  of  the  co-operation,  and  which  can  in- 
form their  judgment  in  deciding  on  the  application  of 
Hamet  Caramalli. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JAVUAnr  13, 1800. 

The  Message  and  docnments  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  14. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  French  settlers  of  Ghiiliopolis,  grantees, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  of  20,000  acres  of  land, 
situated  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  nearly  oppoaite 
the  month  of  Little  Sandusky,  on  condition  that 
they  settle  the  same  within  five  years  from  the 
date  of  the  letters  |)atent,  and  stating  that  they, 
being  ignorant  of  this  condition,  are  liable  to  lose 
their  lauds,  although  for  tl)e  space  of  foar  years 
they  have  paid  the  taxes  thereon,  and  praying  the 
interposition  of  Congresa  in  their  behalf;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  refhrred  to  Messrs.  Wor- 
THiNQTON,  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  and  Adair,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted ;  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  Preeideot's  Mesasga 
which  relates  to  the  apoliationa  of  our  commeroe  on  the 
high  aeaa,  and  informs  us  of  the  new  principles  assum- 
ed by  the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels  in  their  pnxe  courts, 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  a^joamed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


61 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


52 


Bmwjltb, 


Proceedingn, 


January,  1806« 


Wednesday,  January  15. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 

I  now  render  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  grant  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  contingent  charges  of 
Government,  by  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1805.  Of  that 
sum  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  fifty 
cents  have  been  necessarily  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  Territorial  governments  of  Michigan  and  Louisiana, 
until  an  opportunity  could  occur  of  making  a  specific 
appropriation  for  that  purpose.  The  balance,  of  eigh- 
teen thousand  and  twelve  dollars  fifty  cents,  remains  in 
the  Treasury. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Januabt  15,  1806. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  oi  the  operations  of 
that  institution  during  the  last  year. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jakuamt  15,  1806. 

The  Messages  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  it  be 

Resolved^  That  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  the  new  prindpies  assum- 
ed by  the  British  Courts  of  Admuralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  "a  special  commit- 
tee," and  inserting  the  words  "the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York ;  and,  on  appeal  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  President,  it  was  determined  that 
this  motion  for  amendment  was  not  in  order,  the 
15th  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
stating  that  all  committees  shall  be  appointed  by 
ballot  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a 
choice. 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  motion  be  agreed 
to?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire — yeas 
25,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

Yb AS— Messrs  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennes- 
see, Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White, 
Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Pickering,  and  Plumer. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  and 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Mitchill,  Anderson,  Looan,  Tract,  Adams, 
and  Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Looan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
statinff  ^  at  a  moment  of  distress,  and  in  a  season 
of  solicitude,  resulting  from  a  novel  and  peculiar 
affection  of  the  commercial  interests  of  their  coun- 
try," certain  considerations  of  the  ruinous  inter- 


ference of  the  belligerent  nations  with  neutral 
commerce ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ander- 
son, Logan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Mitchill, 
Tracy.  Adams,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  20th  December  last,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course oetween  the  United  Stales  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and,  on  the  question, 
Shall  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  ?  it  pass- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Oilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan 
Maday,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tomer,  Worthing^n,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Hillhonse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plu- 
mer, Tracy,  and  White. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  January  16. 

The  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo  was  read  the  second  time,  and  * 
referred  to  Messrs.  Logan.  Baldwin,  and  Oilman, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  sixth  instant,  on  the  subject,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  asso- 
ciates, the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  cer- 
tain lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  that  he  should,  oa 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
protection  and  indemnification  of  American  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  purchasers  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  their  future  payment,  and 
a  remission  of  interest  on  their  several  instal- 
ments, for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Bradley,  Tracv, 
Baldwin,  and  Anderson,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Friday.  January  17. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  closed ;  and, 
after  the  consideration  of  the  confidential  busi- 
ness, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  my  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
opening  of  their  present  session,  I  submitted  to  their 
attention,  among  other  subjects,  the  oppression  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation  by  the  irregular  practices  of 
armed  vessels,  public  and  private ;  and  by  the  introdno- 
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tioo  of  Dew  principlee,  derogatorj  of  the  rights  of  nea- 
tnb,  and  viacknowledged  by  the  usages  of  nations. 

T3bs  memorials  of  several  bodies  of  merchants  of  the 
Uoiled  States  are  now  communicated,  and  will  develope 
ttflM  principles  and  practices,  which  are  producing  the 
Bost  ruinous  effects  on  our  lawM  commerce  and  nar- 
igation. 

The  rights  of  a  neutral  to  carry  on  commercial  in- 
iBicourae  with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bellig- 
crant,  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  (with  the 
exception  of  blockaded  ports  and  contraband  of  war,) 
was  believed  to  have  been  decided  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States,  by  the  sentence  of  their  com- 
iniasiiWHiB  mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that  and 
other  questions  of  difference  between  the  two  nations, 
and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages  awarded  by 
them  against  Great  Britain  for  the  infiractions  of  that 
right.  When,  therefore,  it  was  perceived  that  the  same 
principle  was  revived,  with  others  more  novel,  and  ex- 
tending the  injuiy,  instructions  were  given  to  the  Min- 
irter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  London^  and  remonstrances  duly  made  by  him  on 
this  subject,  as  will  appear  by  documents  transmitted 
herewith.  These  were  followed  by  a  partial  and  tem* 
poTary  suspenuon  only,  without  auy  disavowal  of  the 
principle.  He  has,  therefore,  been  instructed  to  urge 
this  subject  anew,  to  bring  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of 
reason,  and  to  insist  on  rights  too  evident  and  too  im- 
portant to  be  surrendered.  In  the  mean  time  the  evil 
IS  proceeding,  under  adjudications  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  denied.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
subiect  presents  itself  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

On  the  impressmentof  our  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
have  never  been  intermitted.  A  hope  existed  at  one 
moment  of  an  arrangement  which  might  have  been  sub- 
mitted to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and  the  practice, 
though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  distant  seas,  had  been 
constantly  pursued  in  those  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
grounds  on  which  the  reclamations  on  this  subject  have 
been  urged,  will  appear  in  an  extract  from  instructions 
to  oui  Minister  at  London  now  communicated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jajtuast  17,  1806. 

The  Message  and  document  therein  referred  to 
were  in  part  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eiation. 

The  hill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed. 

Mr.  Worth iNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant  the  peti- 
tion of  the  French  settlers  of  Galliopolis  respeclinff 
lands  located  by  them  on  the  river  Ohio,  requested 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  December 
kst,  the  petition  of  Pnilip  L.  Jones  and  others, 
lawyers,  practising  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
^cial  Court  of  the  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Messrs  Bid  well  and  Early, 
two  of  their  members,  as  follows: 

Mr.  P££8iDENT :  We  are  directed,  bv  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  confidence,  to  bring  to  the 
Senate  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  okaking  provision 


for  defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign nations  f  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Orturedj  That  the  message  and  bill  last  read, 
be  considered  confidential,  and  that  secrecy  be 
observed  by  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  re<Seived  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Smaie  and  H&u9e  of  Represeniaihet : 

The  enclosed  letter,  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  London, 
contains  interesting  information  on  the  subjectB  of  my 
other  message^  of  Siis  date.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
confidentially,  because  its  publication  may  discourage 
firank  communications  between  our  Ministers  generally, 
and  the  Governments  with  which  they  reside,  and 
especially  between  the  same  Ministers. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JiNUAaT  17, 1806. 

The  Message  and  letter  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday.  January  20. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  6th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  appropriatinfi^a  further  sumof  money 
to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library,  made 
report  in  part ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.MiTCHiLL,  from  the  same  committee, also  re- 
ported a  bill  makinff  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  library ;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  removal  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  Uovemment  of  the  United  States,''  passed 
24th  April,  1800,  $5,000  were  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  use 
of  Congress,  then  about  to  remove  bom  Philadelphia 
and  hold  its  sessions  at  Washington,  and  for  fitting  up 
a  suitable  chamber  for  containing  them,  and  placing 
them  therein.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  directed 
to  be  the  purchasers,  pursuant  to  such  directions  as 
should  be  given,  and  such  catalogue  as  should  be  fur- 
nished by  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  account  herewith  exhibited  shows  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  amount,  the  money  so  appropriated  has 
been  expended. 

Afterwards,  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  <<Act  con- 
cerning the  library  fbr  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress*' passed  2dth  January,  1802,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  said  $5,000,  together  with  such  sums  as 
may  be  hereafter  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose,  is 
ordered  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps. 

The  committee  almost  hesitate  to  add  a  sentence,  to 
enforce  the  pri^riety  of  increasing  the  number  already 
bought  for  Congress.  Every  member  knows  that  the 
inquiries  of  standing  and  select  cMuniltees  cannot  haia 
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be  aided  by  large  public  lilvaries,  as  in  New  York,  Bal- 
timore, and  Philadelphia.  Nor  has  it  hitherto  appeared 
that  so  much  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  private  col- 
lections at  the  present  seat  of  Government,  as  in  those 
large  cities.  Every  week  of  the  session  causes  addi- 
tional regret  that  the  volumes  of  literature  and  science, 
within  the  reach  of  the  National  Legislature,  are  not 
more  rich  and  ample.  The  want  of  geographical  illus- 
tration is  truly  distressing ;  and  the  deficiency  of  histori- 
eal  and  political  works  is  scarcely  less  severely  felt.  There 
is,  however,  no  danger  of  realizing  the  story  of  a  par- 
Uamentum  indoetum  in  this  country,  especially  if  steps 
be  seasonably  taken  to  Aimish  the  library  with  such 
materials  aa  will  enahie  statesmen  to  be'  correct  in  their 
investigations,  and,  by  a  becoming  display  of  erudition 
and  research,  give  a  higher  dignity  and  a  brighter  lustre 
to  truth. 

Th«  copy  of  a  letter  dated  23d  of  September, 
1805,  from  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  the  British  Secretary  of  Foreign 
AfGninu  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  instant,  was 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1805 ;" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  (he 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  brinff  in  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Hickendall,  a  wounded  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  that  the  half-pay  of  a  captain 
may  be  allowed  him  on  account  of  his  wounds 
and  disabilities  in  service ;  and  the  petition  was 
ftad. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  20th  December  last  on  the  bill,  en* 
titled  "An  act  making  provision  for  persons  that 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  confidential  bill,  entitled  *^Aa  act  making 
provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses attendiog  the  intereourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Arreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  16th  instant, 
Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brinff 
in  the  followinff  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading : 

A  Bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Ameiv 
can  iM»ft"ip.yi- 

'Whereaa,  by  the  Tsaa^  of  Amity,  Commerce,  aad 
Navigation,  inade  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
tk*  United  Stales^  at  London,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 


November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  by  the  first  article  of  said  treaty,  it  is  agreed  that 
**  there  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  pqiace, 
and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  between  His  Britan* 
nic  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  and  the  United 
States  of  America ;  and  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  de- 
gree, without  exception  of  persons  or  places."  And 
whereas,  in  direct  violation  of  said  treaty,  His  Brit- 
aanic  Mc^esty  has  oansed  to  be  impressed  oat  of  the 
ships  of  the  United  States,  aailing  on  the  high  seas,  di- 
vers citizens  of  the  said  United  States ;  and  has  com« 
polled  them  to  serve  on  board  the  ships  of  war  of  His 
said  Britannic  Majesty,  in  violation  of  their  liheity» 
and  at  the  haxard  of  their  lives ;  and  in  dei|ute  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Ctovemment  of  the  said  United 
States,  continues  said  unjust  practice ;  and  the  seamen 
of  the  United  States  so  impressed,  by  force,  retains  in 
his  service.  And  whereas  the  United  States  are  sol- 
emnly bound  to  protect  all  those  who  are  beond  in  al« 
legiance  to  the  said  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enaded,  by  the  Senate  and  Htnue  of  Raare- 
sentatives'of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Con' 

grese  a»9tmhled^  That,  ftom  and  after  the dax  of 

next,  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  impreoe 

any  seamen  on  boaid  any  vessel  bearing  the  Aag 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  under  pretext  or  color  of  a 
commission  from  any  foreign  Power,  riiall,  for  every 
such  ofience  be  adjudged  a  pirate  and  felon  ;  and,  on 
conviction,  shall  suffer  death.  And  the  trial  in  anv 
such  case  may  be  had  where  the  oflender  is  apprehend- 
ed or  may  be  first  brought 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  American  seaman,  sailing  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  on  any  person  or  persons  attempt^ 
ing  to  impress  him,  by  force,  firom  on  board  any  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  to  repel  such  force  by  shoot- 
ing, or  otherwise  killing  and  destroying  the  person  or 
persons  so  attempting  to  impress  him,  and  shall,  as  an 
encouragement  to  resist,  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  order,  or  legal 
representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  infor- 
mation being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  proving  satis&ctorily  to  him,  that  any  otcien  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  have  been  impressed  <v 
forced  by  violence  or  threats,  to  enter  on  board  any 
foreign  vessel,  shall  suffer  death,  or  any  other  corpore- 
al punishment,  by  the  authority  of  such  foreign  Power, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Statee 
to  cause  the  most  rigorous  and  exact  retaliation  on  any 
subjects  of  that  Government,  whom  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  seize  and  take  for  that  purpose. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  Ame- 
rican seaman,  heretofore  or  hereafier,  impressed  and 
compelled  to  serve  on  board  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  an  indemnification  for 
his  slavery  and  hardships  on  board  the  ship  in  which 
he  has  been,  or  shall  be  compelled  to  serve,  from  the 
day  of  his  impressment,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  for  every  month  he  has  or  shall  serve  on  board 
said  ship  or  ships ;  and  that  the  said  seaman,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  the  same  in  the  district  court  of  the  State  in 
which  the  port  lies  from  which  the  vessel  cleared  for 
the  voyage  in  which  he  was  taken,  by  attachment  of 
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•ny  pcnvie  debt  due  from  any  citizen  of  the  United 
State  to  any  snliject  of  that  Government,  by  whose 
nljects  he  had  been  impressed ;  and  that  any  sums  of 
jMoey  so  attached  out  of  the  hands  of  any  debtor,  shall 
be  a  payment  of  so  much  of  said  debt,  and  may  be 
pleided  in  payment  or  discount  to  the  amount  of  the 
•aid  sum  ao  attached,  and  all  the  costs  of  said  attach- 
nent,  which  shall  be  allowed  as  a  payment  of  that 
amount  in  any  suit  for  said  debt.  And  that  so  much  of 
&e  Treaty  of  London,  of  the  nineteenth  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  as  se- 
cures the  inviolability  of  such  debts,  as  will  be  infringed 
by  the  attachments  or  recoveries  hereby  authorized, 
riiall  not  (so  far  as  is  necessary  in  the  execution  of 
this  act  only)  be  regarded  as  legally  obligatory  on  the 
Government  or  dtieens  of  the  United  States. 

On  introducing  this  bill  Mr.  Wright  spoke  as 
follows :  Mr.  President — As  introductory  to  the 
consideration  of  the  merits  of  this  bill,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  present  degraded  state  of  impressed  American 
seamen,  thousands  of  whom  have  been  pressed 
on  board  the  British  ships  of  war.  and  comnelled, 
by  whips  and  scourges,  to  work  like  galley  slaves ; 
-whither  they  have  been  forced,  bjr  the  hand  of 
Ti'olence,  from  on  board  our  own  ships^  sailing  on 
the  high  seas,  under  the  fla^  of  the  United  States, 
carrying  the  spare  producuons  of  the  toil  of  the 
American  planter  and  merchant,  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, or  returning  with  their  proceeds. 

In  doing  this,  I  wish  not  to  enlist  your  sympa- 
thies, but  only  to  present  to  you  a  correct  state  of 
the  facts  on  which  this  bill  is  predicated;  facts 
that  stand  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  black  catalogue  of  im- 
pressments. 

I  will  next  present  to  your  view  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  L^islative  and  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States 
for  their  redress. 

In  the  year  1796,  Congress,  by  law,  (3  vol.  322,) 
directed  Agents  to  be  appointed,  to  reside  in  Qreat 
Britain,  and  in  such  foreign  ports  as  the  Presi- 
dent mi^ht  direct,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  to 
inquire  rato  the  situation  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, or  others,  sailing  conformably  to  the  law  of 
nations,  under  the  protection  of  the  American 
flag,  who  had  been,  or  should  be  impressed,  by  any 
foreign  Power,  and  to  endeavor  by  all  legal  means 
to  obtain  their  release ;  and  to  render  an  account 
of  all  impressments  and  detentions,  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States. 

They  ako  directed  the  collectors  of  the  several 
ports,  on  proof  being  made  of  the  citizenship  of 
any  seaman,  to  ^ive  him  a  certificate  thereof,  un- 
der a  hope  that  it  would  have  been  respected  in 
foreign  ports,and  hare  protected  him  from  im- 
presnnent.  This  certificate  acquired  the  name 
of  a  protection. 

ThcT  also  directed,  "  That  erery  captain  of  a 
'  yesset,  in  ease  of  any  of  the  crew  being  impressed, 
'  shall  enter  his  protest  at  the  first  port  he  shall 
'  am'?e  at,  with  the  name  and  residence  of  the  per- 
*  son,  and  transmit  immediately  by  post  a  dupli- 
'  eate  of  such  protest,  to  the  nearest  Agent,  Min- 
'  titer,  or  Consul^  resident  in  such  country,  and 


'  also,  on  his  arrival  in  America,  to  the  Secretary 
'  of  State.  And  that  every  captain  on  his  arrival 
^  at  any  port  of  the  United  States,  before  he  shall 
'  be  admitted  to  any  entry  of  his  vessel,  shall  be 
'  required  by  the  collector  to  declare  on  oath, 
'  whether  any  of  the  crew  have  been  impressed, 

*  which  he  shall  take  under  the  penalty  of  one 
'  hundred  dollars,  and  the  collector  is  bound  to 
'  return  a  list  of  all  impressments,  so  communi- 

*  cated  to  him,  to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

In  1799,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  directed  by 
law,  (4  vol.  503,)  "  To  lay  before  Congress  an- 
'  nually,  a  statement  of  all  impressments  reported 
'  to  him,  that  they  might  be  officially  and  pre- 
'  cisely  informed  of  the  state  of  our  impressed 

*  seamen." 

Under  these  legislative  provisions,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  our  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
hundreds  of  our  seamen  no  doubt  have  been 
discharged  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  while  at 
the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  authority, 
the  impressments  kept  pace  with  the  dischar* 
ges,  so  that  instead  of  redressing  the  wrong,  it 
was  only  inflicted  in  routine,  thereby  adding  in- 
sult to  injury.  This  all-important  subject,  from 
its  commencement,  has  also  been  particularly 
attended  to  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
Our  Minbters  at  London,  durin|r  three  successive 
administrations,  have  been  specially  charged  with 
it.  and  we  have  witnessed  their  diplomatic  exer* 
tibns  to  bring  this  lawless  and  cruel  practice  to  an 
end,  but  all  to  no  efiect.  And  now  we  are  informed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  17th  January  last,  that  "on  the  im- 
'  pressment  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
'  have  never  been  intermitted ;  a  hope  existed  at 
^  one  moment,  of  an  arrangraent  that  might  have 
'  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and 
'  the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  dis- 
<  tant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those 
^  in  our  neighborhood." 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  (Aoep^ct  presented 
to  our  view,  whereby  thousands  of  our  unfortu- 
nate seamen,  that  hardy  and  invaluable  class  of 
citizens,  are  consigned  to  the  most  intolerable 
bondage,  by  the  imperious  mandate  of  a  British 
naval  officer,  whose  word  is  the  supreme  law 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal;  and  which  gloomy 
prospect  we  are  now  informed,  by  the  highest 
authority,  there  is  not  a  spark  of  hope  left  to  en- 
lighten. 

Sir,  I  have  invited  you  to  investigate  this  sub- 
ject with  the  eye  of  temper,  but  at  the  same  time, 
I  trust,  that  the  nation's  justice  will  not  be  com- 
promitted^  by  exceeding  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, for  it  has  its  limits ;  and  we  are  informed 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  (Vat.  433,  sec.  352,)  '<  that 
'  the  true  and  just  welfare  of  the  nation  is  the 

*  ^rand  rule.  Moderation  is  always  laudable  in 
'itself,  but  the  conductors  of  nations  ought  to 
'  make  use  of  it,  only  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with 
'  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  people."  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject,  can  we  submit  to  this 
state  of  things?  That  is  the  question.  I  have 
presumed  not :  and  under  that  presumption,  I  have 
Drought  the  subject  before  this  Senate  in  the  shape 
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it  is  presented  in  this  bill.  Sir,  I  wish  it  to  be 
recollected  that  the  infant  state  of  our  navy  sup- 
presses every  hope  of  redress  on  the  element  of 
our  wrongs,  and  that  this  is  a  measure  of  neces- 
sity, not  of  choice.  Wherefore,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  nervous,  when  it  is  considered  that 
we  have  just  cause  of  war.  I  will  therefore  now, 
sir,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill. 

The  first  clause  states  that,  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation, 
made  at  London  on  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
His  Britannic  Majesty  had  caused  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  sailing  under  the  fla^  of  the 
United  States.  The  treaty  (2d  vol.  L.  U.  S.,  p. 
464)  secures  the  inviolability  of  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  respective  Powers ;  and  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  law  of  nations,  (Vat.  655,  sec.  39,) 
"  that  a  nation  acts  against  the  nature  and  essence 
'  of  every  treaty  of  peace,  nay,  against  peace  itself, 
'  by  deliberately  and  wantonly  ofiending  him, 
'  with  whom  peace  has  been  made,  and  treating 
'  him  or  his  subjects  incompatible  with  peace,  and 
'  which  he  cannot  suffer,  without  being  wanting 
^  to  himself."  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  has 
not  been  authorized  by  the  British  Government. 
Let  us  examine  that  tact.  It  is  declared  by  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  252,  sect's  73,  74, 76.)  '^that. 

*  however,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  best  regulated 

*  State,  or  for  the  most  vigilant  and  absolute  Sov- 
'  erei^n,  to  model,  at  his  pleasure,  all  the  actions 

*  of  his  subjects,  and  to  confine  them,  on  every  oc- 
'  casion,  to  the  most  exact  obedience,  it  would  be 

*  unjust  to  impute  to  the  nation  or  to  the  Sover- 
'  eign  all  the  faults  of  the  citizens ;  we  ought  not, 
^  then,  to  say,  in  general,  that  we  have  received 
'  an  iniury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have  re- 
'  ceived  it  from  one  of  its  members." 

"  But  if  a  nation,  or  its  leader,  approves  and 
'  ratifies  the  fact  committed  by  a  citizen,  it  makes 

*  the  act  its  own ;  the  offence  oueht,  tnen,  to  be 
'  attributed  to  the  nation  as  the  author  of  the  true 
'  injury,  of  which  the  citizen  is  perhaps  only  the 

*  instrument." 

"If  the  Sovereign  disavows  the  act,  he  ought 
'  to  inflict  on   the  offender  exemplary  punish- 

*  ment." 

So  far  I  have  called  in  aid  the  law  of  nations : 
I  will  now  refer  to  the  form  of  the  authority  in 
the  case  of  impressment,  which  is  in  these  words : 
(Fost.  C.  L.  156.)  "In  pursuance  of  His  Miyes- 

*  ty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Jan- 

*  uary,  1742 ;  we  do  hereby  empower  you  to  im- 

*  press,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 

*  men,"  dtc.  And  I  will  refer  you  to  the  facts  in 
your  own  possession,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty 
approves  the  act,  both  by  continuing  the  impress- 
ments, and  by  his  lately  promoting  the  Captain  of 
the  Cambrian  frigate,  (whom  he  recalled  to  ap- 
pease our  complaints  on  that  head,)  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  ship-of-the-line ;  so  that  in  form,  in 
law,  and  in  fact,  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  caused 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  or  he  must  have 
punished,  and  not  promoted  so  notorious  an  of- 
fender. On  this  pomt  I  presume,  then,  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 


Mr.  President,  I  have  thought  it  neither  unpro- 
fitable or  irrelevant  to  the  present  subject,  to  ex- 
amine the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects. 

British  jurists  baVe  more  than  questioned  this 
right,  and  the  British  Parliament  have,  I  pre- 
sume, decided  the  question. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  (2  Inst.  47)  says :  "  The  King 
'  cannot  send  any  suoject  against  his  will  out  of 
'  the  realm,  not  even  into  Ireland,  for  then,  under 
'  pretence  of  service,  he  might  send  him  into  ban- 

*  ishment."  (H.H.P.  C.  Notes, 679.)  In  Hales  H. 
P.  C^  it  is  declared  **  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of 

*  an  Englishman,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  estab- 
^  lished  rules  of  law,  that  a  man,  without  any 
^  offence  by  him  committed,  or  any  law  to  author- 
^  ize  it,  should  be  hurried  away,  like  a  criminal, 
^  from  his  friends  and  family,  and  carried  by  force 

*  into  a  dangerous  service." 
That  the  common  law  did  not  admit  of  such  a 

practice,  must  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  who,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I., 
passed  a  statute  (16  C.  1,  c.  5)  "  to  authorize  the 

*  impressment  of  soldiers  and  seamen  for  sea-ser- 
'  vice  beyond  sea,"  which  soon  after  expired,  be- 
ing of  short  duration.  They  might  also  have  been 
of  the  same  opinion  in  the  time  of  (2  and  3  Ann, 
c.  19;  3  and  4  Ann,  c.  11  j  4  Ann,  c.  10;  5  Ann, 
c.  15;  6  Ann,  c.  10)  Queen  Ann,  when  a  number 
of  statutes,  of  a  very  short  duration,  passed  in 
Parliament,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  statute  of 
Charles  above  stated.  I  presume  they  would 
never  have  passed  laws  to  have  authorized  a  pro- 
ceeding that  was  justifiable  by  the  common  law. 
Judge  Foster,  who  is  quoted  by  Britons  as  an  au- 
thority on  this  point,  shall  be  examined.  (Fos.  C. 
L.  157.)  He  states,  in  the  case  of  Broadfoot.  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Calahan,  "  that. 
^  by  pressing  mariners  on  one  hand,  a  very  useful 

*  body  of  men  seem  to  be  put  under  hardships 
'  inconsistent  with  the  temper  and  genius  of  a 
'  free  Government ;  on  the  other,  the  necessity  of 
'  the  case  seemeth  to  entitle  the  public  to  the  ser- 
'  vice  of  this  body  of  men,  whenever  the  safety  of 
'  the  whole  calleth  for  it.  I  think  the  Crown  has 
'  a  right  to  command  the  service  of  these  people 
^  whenever  the  public  safety  calleth  for  it ;  the 
^  same  right  that  it  hath  to  require  the  person- 
'  al  service  of  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  in 
^  case  of  sudden  invasion  or  formidable  insurrec- 
^  tion.  The  right  in  both  cases  is  founded  on  one 
^  and  the  same  principle,  the  necessity  of  the  case, 

*  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  the  whole."  But, 
he  adds:  (Fost.  C.L.,  154,)  "If  it  be  asked,  where 
^  are  the  adjudged  cases,  on  which  he  groundeth 
^  his  opinion  ?  ne  freely  confesseth  that  he  hath 

*  not  met  with  one  on  which  the  legality  of  press- 

*  ing  for  the  sea-service  hath  directly  come  in  ques- 
'  tion.  He  states  that,  according  to  his  best  appre- 
^  liension,  (having  thought  much  upon  the  sub- 
'  ject.)  the  right  of  impressing  mariners  for  the 

*  public  service  is  a  prerogative,  inherent  in  the 
'  Crown,  grounded  upon  the  common  law^nd 

*  recognised  by  many  acts  of  Parliament."  With 
great  deference  to  his  honor,  I  would  ask,  if  any- 
thing can  be  evidence  of  the  common  law,  but 

1  judicial  decisions  on  the  point,  which  he  admits 
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are  not  to  be  foQod  7  1  will  also  exaroine  the 
statutes  on  which  he  relies  as  recognising  this 
tight  I  would  here  observe  that  he  holds  the 
foldier  and  seamen  alike  bound  hy  the  same  law. 
»nd  it  would  (Fost.  C.  L..  166)  seem,  hy  Admiral 
Sejmour's  commissioD,  that  his  power  extended 
to  impress  ships,  captains,  masters,  pilots,  and  sea- 
nen,  as  -well  as  all  other  persons  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  was  for  the  sea  and  foreign  service, 
and  did  not  extend  to  land  soldiers,  as,  until  the 
24th  year  of  Charles  II..  all  the  lands  were  held 
by  military  tenures,  whereby  the  tenants  were 
oollged  to  furnish  soldiers  and  everything  neces- 
sary for  them  in  war;  but  by  (24  C.  II.,  c.  12) 
these  tenures  were  abolished ;  and  I  question  much 
whether  the  statute  of  Charles  I.  extended  to  the 
feudal  tenants,  who  were  bound  to  serve  only  in 
England.  By  statute  of  Henry  VII.,  (7  H.  7,  c.  1) 
it  is  enacted  that,  if  any  soldier,  being  no  captain 
immediately  retained  with  the  King,  which  shall 
be  in  wages,  and  retained,  or  take  any  prest  to 
serve  the  Ring  upon  the  sea,  or  upon  the  land 
beyond  sea,  depart  out  of  the  King's  service  with- 
out license  from  the  captain,  it  sluill  be  adjudged 
felony. 

The  statute  of  Henry  VI.  (18  H.  6,  c.  19)  against 
desertion,  was  construed  to  extend  to  soldiers  bound 
by  tenure,  or  covenant,  to  serve  on  land ;  and  a 
question  was  made,  whether  soldiers  who  had 
taken  jntst  to  serve  against  the  rebels  in  Ireland, 
were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  that  law  ?  which  was 
cleared  up  in  Parliament  in  these  words:  '^  That 
'  the  said  statute  of  Henrjr  VI.,  in  all  pains,  for- 
^  feitures,  and  penalties,  did,  doth,  and  hereafter 
'  shall,  extend  as  well  to  every  mariner  and  gun- 
'  ner  having  taken,  or  who  hereafter  shall  take, 
*  prestj  or  wages,  to  serve  the  Queen's  Majesty, 
'  as  it  did,  or  doth,  to  soldiers;  any  opinion  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding."  These  are  the  stat- 
utes from  whence  the  right  is  pretended  to  be  in- 
ferred— which,  I  presume,  go  to  show  that  the 
mariner  and  soldier  must  be  enlisted  before  they 
are  liable  to  the  penalties  of  desertion,  and,  that  it 
is  by  contract,  and  not  by  force,  the  soldier  be- 
comes bqund  to  serve,  and  that  the  right  is  found- 
ed in  the  prostitution  of  the  sound  of  the  word 
(Boy.  D.  Cow.  Inst.  J.  L.  D.)  prest  for  the  sense, 
which  word  means  "  money  paid  to  a  soldier  or 
sailor  to  enlist."  Nor  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at.  that  a  right  founded  in  necessity — the  tyrant's 
plea — should  rest  on  a  pretext  so  flimsy,  or  that 
the  barriers  of  etymology  should  not  be  able  to 
withstand — as  necessity  has  no  law — the  physical 
force  of  a  press-gang.  And  although  this  right 
of  the  seaman  to  be  exempt  from  service  but  on 
their  enlistment,  has  been,  under  the  claim  of  pre- 
rogative, substantially  violated,  yet  the  form  of 
the  commission  to  impress  retains  the  evidence  of 
this  violation.  It  is  in  these  words:  (Fost.  C.  L. 
15  c.)  "  We  do  hereby  empower  and  direct  you  to 
'  impress,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men,  At^  giving  unto  each  man  one  shilling  for 
\  press  money,"  dbc.  Thus  I  have  shown  that  Brit- 
ish subjects  are  not  legally  bound,  unless  they  re- 
ce'iYe  prest,  or  bounty,  to  enlist;  and,  to  avoid 
impoution,  it  is  provided  by  statute,  (5  and  6.  W. 


and  M.,  c.  15)  ^*  That  no  person  shall  4)e  enlisted 
'  for  the  land  service,  who  did  not,  in  the  presence 
^  of  a  magistrate,  high-constable,  dec,  declare  his 
'  free  consent  to  be  enlisted  as  a  soldier." 

Can  we,  then,  submit  the  exercise  of  this  royal 
prerogative  right  to  be  enforced  on  those  sailing 
under  the  flaff  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
limits  of  the  British  Empire? — a  practice.  Judge 
Blackstone  informs  us,  Britons  have  submitted  to 
with  great  reluctance — and.  will  it  not  be  said, 
that  we  are  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  should  not 
guard  our  seamen  against  this  outraffe  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power?  But  it  may  be  said,  the 
British  Grovernment  has  a  right  to  the  service  of 
her  own  subjects.  I  have  shown,  not  by  impress- 
naent;  and  I  will  now  show  that  they  have  the 
right  of  becoming  American  citizens,  and  being 
protected  in  that  right.  (Tuck.  Biack.  1  vol.  p. 
145.)    '^By  the  law  of  nature,  man  is  subject  to 

*  no  restraints,  and  may  pass'  into  any  region." 
(Vat.  172,  sec.  225.)  *^By  the  law  of  nations, 
'  every  subject  has  a  right  to  expatriate  himself, 
'  and  seek  his  fortune  where  he  can  best  promote 
'  his  interest."  (1  Black.  Com.  265,  P.  N.  B.  85.) 
And  by  the  common  law,  every  Englishman  may 
go  out  of  the  realm  without  the  Kmg^  leave  for 
any  cause  he  pleaseth ;  and  so  far  has  Britain  re- 
cognbed  this  right  in  other^  by  Parliament,  that, 
by  the  navigation  act,  one-fourth  of  every  ship's 
crew  may  be  foreigners.  (6  Ann,  c.  37.)  By  the 
statute  of  Ann,  three-fourths  may  be  foreigners, 
and  by  the  statute  of  George  II.,  (13  Geo.  2,  c.  3,) 
it  is  provided,  *'  That  any  foreigner  serving  on 

*  board  of  any  merchant  ship,  or  ship  of  war,  for 
^  two  years,  in  time  of  war,  shall,  ipse  facto^  be- 

*  come  a  British  subject,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 

*  leges  of  a  native-born  subject."  Thus,  we  see, 
Britain  invites  foreigners  into  her  service,  and 
secures  them  in  all  the  privileges  of  her  native 
subjects,  amon^  which,  protection  is  the  most  im- 
portant. Can  it  be,  then,  that  Britain  will  exer- 
cise a  right  that  is  not  legitimate,  or  claim  for 
herself  what  she  denies  to  others  ?  If  not,  then 
she  admits  the  right  of  expatriation,  which  is 
established  by  the  law  of  nature,  of  nations,  and 
the  common  law,  and  tested  by  the  authority  of 
the  British  Parliament.  Can  we,  then,  feel  our- 
selves at  a  loss  for  authority  to  protect  those  who 
sail  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  when  we 
see  Britain  not  only  inviting  foreigners  into  her 
service,  but  securing  them  protection  by  the  solem- 
nity of  a  statute?  Can  we  then,  I  say^  want  au- 
thority or  zeal  to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  rights, 
secured  to  them  by  the  solemnity  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  ? 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  here  to  observe,  that 
all  legitimate  government  is  derived  from  the 
people,  and  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  that  protection 
and  allegiance  are  reciprocal  obligations,  each  so 
important,  that  in  all  Governments,  in  all  a^es, 
they  have  been  secured  by  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath. 

I  ask,  then,  is  not  the  conduct  of  Britain  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  our  seamen  ?  Are  they  not 
secured  in  these  rights  by  the  Constitution  ?  and 
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are  we  not  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obligation 
to  protect  them  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  "l  (Vat. 
251,  sec.  1.)    *•  Whosoever  uses  a  citizen  ill,  indi- 

*  rectly  offends  the  State — which  oueht  to  protect 
'  their  citizens — and  his  Sovereign  should  avenge 

*  the  injuries,  punish  the  aggressor,  and,  if  possi- 

*  ble,  oblige  him  to  make  entire  satisfaction ;  since 
'  otherwise,  the  citizen  would  not  obtain  the  great 

*  end  of  the  civil  association,  which  is  safely." 

I  cannot  then  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to 
suppose  that  a  right  so  important,  secured  by  ties 
60  solemn,  and  so  palpably  violated,  will  not  be 
protected  to  the  utmost  of  the  power  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  all  the  legislative 
means  they  possess,  consistent  with  thi  sound 
principles  of  legislation  and  good  government. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  are  to^fine  and 
punish  piracy.  In  defining  piracy.  I  wish  them 
not  to  exercise  a  wild,  but  legal  discretion^  which 
is  itself  defined,  to  "  discern  by  law  what  is  just." 
I  will  therefore  call  thei^  attention  to  the  subject, 
as  it  has  been  considered  by  the  law  of  nations, 
the  common  and  statute  law  of  Qreat  Britain. 
By  the  law  of  nations,  (Mol.  D.  J.  M.  57,)  "the 
'  attacking  a  ship  at  sea  and  taking  away  some  of 
'  the  men  to  make  them  slaves,  is  piracy." 

By  the  common  law,  (4  Blac.  Com.  72,  3  Inst. 
109.)  piracy  consists  in  "committing  those  acts  of 
'  roobery  and  depredation  upon  the  high  seas 

<  which  if  committed  upon  land  would  be  felony." 

"  Every  community  nave  a  right  (4  Bl.  C,  c. 
'  71)  to  inflict  that  punishment  upon  a  pirate  by 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  which  an  individual 
'  would  in  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise 

*  entitled  to,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  pro- 

*  petty."  By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth.  (43.  Eliz.,) 
it  is  enacted  that  ^whoever  shall  hereafter,  with- 

<  out  lawful  authorit^r,  take  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
^  subjects  against  their  will  and  detain  them  with 
'  force,  or  to  make  a  prey  or  spoil  of  his  person  or 
'  goods,  upon  deadly  feud,  or  otherwise,  should  be 
'  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  a  felon,  and  should  snf- 
'  fer  the  pains  of  death  without  benefit  of  clergy." 
This  statute  was  predicated  upon  a  state  of  thine^s 
in  that  country,  not  more  intolerable  than  the 
present  state  of  American  seamen ;  nor  can  it  be 
considered  as  an  incorrect  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress  in  defining  piracy,  to  declare  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  and  consigning  them 
to  so  abiect  a  slavery  as  they  are  subject  to  on 
board  Eiritish  ships  of  war,  piracy — when,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  common  law,  and  by  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  we  discover  ourselves  per- 
fectly justified  in  so  doing;  and  I  trust  we  can 
never  find  ourselves  less  disposed  to  protect  our 
citizens  than  Britain  has  been  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects; nor  of  declaring  that  act  piracy  committed 
on  the  high  sea,  that  Britain  considers  a  felony  of 
death  committed  on  land.  Nor  can  we  feel  any 
difficulty  in  imposing  the  pains  of  death  on  the 
offender,  for  a  piracy  on  pnersonal  liberty,  when 
we  impose  it  in  all  cases  of  piracy  on  property, 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  the  punishment 
imposed  by  all  nations  in  every  case  of  piracy. 
This  brings  me  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  justifies  the  repelling  force  by  force;,  and 


gives  a  premium  for  destroying  the  pirate,  whom 
all  writers  denounce  as  an  outlaw,  and  hold  it 
lawful  to  destroy.  Sir  Edward  Coke  (3  Inst.  113) 
says  a  pirate  is  '^  Bostis  humani  generis^^^  which 
is  an  enemy  to  the  human  race.  "  That  an  out- 
^  lawed  felon  is  said  to  have  ccejpui  lupinum,  that 
^  he  might  be  knocked  on  the  head  like  a  wolf  br 
^  any  one  that  should  meet  him,"  (Merr.  C.  4,  s.  4^ 
Co.  Lit.  128 ;)  and  Judjze  Btackstone  tells  us.  in 
more  modern  times.  (4  Bl.  70.)  that  "  a  pirate  nas 

*  Tenouneed  all  the  benefits  of  society  and  eovem- 
^  ment,  and  has  reduced  himself  afresh  to  tne  sav- 
^  age  state  of  nature  by  declaring  wafr  against  all 
'  mankind ;  all  mankind  must  declare  war  against 

*  him,  so  that  every  community  hath  a  right,  by 
^  the  rule  of  self-defence,  to  inflict  that  punish- 

*  ment  upon  him  which  every  individual  would 
'  in  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise  entitled 

*  to  do,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  property.** 
By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  137,  sec.  169)  "The 
'  ridit  of  punishing,  which  in  a  state  of  nature 

*  belonged  to  each  individual,  is  founded  in  the 
'  right  of  safety.    Every  man  has  therefore  a  right 

*  to  preserve  himself  from  injury,  and  by  force  to 
'  provide  for  his  own  security,  against  those  who 
(  unjustly  attack  him."  Nor  are  we  left  to  the 
elementary  writers  alone  to  support  this  doctrine. 
The  very  point  has  been  judicially  determined 
in  the  (Fost  C.  L.  154)  case  of  Alexander  Broad- 
foot,  who  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Corne- 
lius Calahan.  and  acquitted  by  Judge  Fosters 
direction  to  tne  jury.  The  case  was  this:  "Cap- 
'  tain  Hanway  had  a  press  warrant,  with  this  di- 

*  reciion  inserted  in  the  body  of  it:  *  You  are  not 
'  to  entrust  any  person  with  the  execution  of  this 
'  warrant  but  a  commissioned  officer,  and  to  insert 
'  his  name  and  office  in  the  deputation  on  the 

*  other  side  hereof.'  He  endorsed:  *I  do  hereby 
'  depute  A.  B.  a  Lieutenant  of  the  mortar  sloop 

*  to  impress,  ^.'    On  25th  April,  1742,  Captain 

*  Hanway  being  at  anchor,  in  Kingroad,  at  Bris- 

*  tol,  ordered  the  ship's  boat  down  the  channel,  to 
^  press  as  they  should  see  an  opportunity ;  the 
'  Lieutenant  staid  on  board  with  the  Captain.   In 

*  the  evening  the  boat  came  up  with  the  Bremea 

*  Factor,  in  that  iMirt  of  the  channel  in  the  coun- 

*  ty  of  the  city  of  Bristol ;  some  of  the  crew  went 
^  OB  board  in  order  to  press  men,  who  being  in* 
'  formed  that  one  or  two  of  the  Bremen's  men 

*  were  concealed  in  the  hold,  Calahan  with  three 
'  others  went  thither  in  search  of  them,  where- 

*  upon  Broadfoot,  one  of  the  Bremen's  men  (who 
^  had  provided  a  blunderbuss  for  defence  against 
'  the  press  gang)  called  out,  and  asked  them  what 

*  they  came  for ;  he  was  answered  by  some  of  the 
^  press  gang :  *  We  come  for  you  and  your  com- 

*  rades.'  Whereupon  he  cried  out,  *  Keep  back,  I 
^  have  a  blunderbuss  loaded  with  swan  shot.' 
'  Upon  this  the  other  stopped,  but  did  not  retire. 

*  He  then  cried  out,  *  Where  is  your  Lieutenant  T 
'  and  being  answered,  '  He  is  not  far  off,'  imme- 
^  diately  fired  among  them.  By  this  shot  Calahan 
'  was  killed,  end  one  or  two  of  the  press  gang 

*  wounded.''  In  this  case,  as  you  perceive,  Broad- 
foot  was  acquitted  by  the  direction  of  the  Judge. 
Then,  if  an  Englishman  may  kill  an  Englishmaa 
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in  the  attempt  to  impress  him,  because  the  author- 
ity -was  inconrectlj  executed,  cao  we  feel  a  doubt 
tbat  an  Americau  may  kill  an  Englishman,  when 
by  00  possibility  there  can  be  any  color  of  author- 
ity; and  that  too  without  the  jurisdiction  and 
limits  of  the  British  empire,  when  sailing  under 
the  Drotection  of  the  American  flag?  I  can  feel 
BO  doubt. 

And  as  to  giving  a  bounty  for  killing  this  hoS' 
ti$  humani  generis^  wearing  the  caput  lupinum^ 
I  trust  there  can  be  no  objection,  when  we  con- 
sider the  practice  of  other  States  and  nations,  par- 
ticularly mitain  herself,  who,  by  the  statute  of 
George  11.,  (8  Geo.  2,  c.  24,)  gives  a  bounty  to  en- 
courage the  destruction  oi  pirates.  The  statute 
is  in  these  words :  "  That,  to  encourage  the  de- 
'  fence  against  pirates,  the  commanders  or  sea- 
'  men  wounded,  and  the  widows  of  such  seamen 
'  as  are  slain  in  any  piratical  engagement,  shall 
'  be  entitled  to  a  bounty,  to  be  divided  amon^ 
'  them,  not  exceeding  tne  value  of  one-flftieth 
'  part  of  the  careo  on  board."  Can  we  then,  with 
the  example  of  Britain  before  our  eyes,  giving 
bounty  for  the  protection  of  property,  reel  any  re- 
luctance in  giving  a  bounty  for  the  protection  of 
liberty?  Can  it  be  possible  that  Britain  shall 
protect  the  nroperty  of  her  subjects  with  more 
rigiiance  and  circumspection  than  America  will 
protect  the  liberty  and  lives  of  her  citizens?  I 
will  not  for  a  moment  permit  the  hateful  idea  to 
torment  me.  It  cannot  be  so.  As  these  provis- 
ions are  mere  declarations  of  the  law,  that  our 
seamen  may  know  their  rights,  and  resist  the  un- 
lawful force  with  safety ;  and  as  the  exercise  of 
this  repulsive  force  may  induce  severities  and 
death  itself,  it  becomes  necesjiary  to  secure  the 
exercise  of  it  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  There- 
fore the  next  clause  is  introduced,  authorizing  the 
President  to  retaliate  in  case  of  any  cruelties  ex- 
ercised on  our  seamen.  This  is  dictated  by  the 
soandest  policy,  legitimated  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  recognis^  by  our  own  laws.  By  the 
kw  of  nations,  (Vat.  426,  §  341,)  "when  a  sov- 
'  ereign  is  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
*  his  subjects  are  treated  by  the  law  and  custom  of 
'  another  nation,  he  b  at  liberty  to  declare  he  will 
^  treat  the  subjects  of  that  nation  in  the  same 
^  manner  his  subjects  are  treated ;  this  is  called 
'  the  Law  of  Retortion.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
'  but  what  is  conformable  to  sound  politics." 
(Vat.  432,  $  361.)  At  Athens,  the  law  permitted 
the  relations  of  him  who  had  been  assassinated  to 
seize  three  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  and  de- 
tain them  till  the  murderer  was  punished  or  de- 
livered up,  and  our  own  law  recognises  this  prin- 
ciple. By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  it  is  provided, 
tbit  if  any  seaman,  who  shall  have  been  impres- 
sed on  board  any  vessel  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France,  who  shall  be  taken  by  France,  and 
hath  suffered  death,  or  any  corporal  punishment 
by  the  authority  of  France  or  any  officer  under 
their  authority,  the  President  shall  cause  the  most 
rigorous  retaliation  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen 
of  the  French  Republic  that  may  be  taken  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  But  perhaps  it 
may  be  insisted  these  were  Frenchmen,  and  not 
9th  CoK.— 3 


entitled  to  the  same  measure  of  justice  as  Eng- 
lishmen. By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  434^  §  354) 
these  measures  are  milder  than  war,  which  in* 
volves  the   innocent  with    the    guilty.     "The 

*  Prince,  therefore,  who  attempts  this  method,  in- 
'  stead  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture,  is  doubtless 

*  worthy  of  peace,  on  account  of  his  moderation 
^  and  prudence;  but  they  who  run  to  arms  with- 

*  out  necessity,  are  scourges  to  the  human  race, 

*  barbarians,  enemies  to  society,  and  rebels  to  the 

*  law  of  nations,  or,  rather,  to  the  common  Father 

*  of  mankind.^ 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill, 
which  secures  the  impressed  seaman  compensa- 
tion for  his  false  imprisonment  not  far  beyond  the 
wages  in  the  merchant  service,  and  authorizes 
the  attachment  of  so  much  of  the  debts  to  Brit- 
ish subjects  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
there  being  no  other  means  of  redress.  All  man- 
kind will  declare  it  just,  and  Britain  herself  has 
judicially  established  the  principle  in  the  case  de- 
cided by  C.  J.  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Camden, 
fSay.  Dam.  219.)  The  case  was  in  an  action  for 
alse  imprisonment.  The  Earl  of  Halifax,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
granted  a  warrant,  witnout  previous  information, 
against  a  journeyman  printer  of  North  Britain, 
who  was  kept  six  hours  and  treated  civilly ;  300 
pounds  damages  were  given.  On  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  because  of  excessive  damages,  Pratt, 
Chief  Justice,  declared  that,  as  it  was  a  general 
warrant  and  an  attack  upon  public  liberty  and 
against  Magna  Charta,  and  as  they  attempted  to 
justify  its  legality,  there  ousht  to  be  exemplary 
damages;  and  in  all  cases  wherever  an  injury  is 
done  under  the  color  of  authority,  as  where  an 
officer  under  an  authority  to  impress  exceeds  that 
authority.    Motion  overruled. 

It  will  not,  then,  be  said  by  an  American  Con- 
gress, that,  for  the  false  imprisonment  of  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  sixty  dollars  per  month  can  be  too 
high,  for  his  bondage  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
exposed  to  every  hardship,  when  a  British  subject, 
for  six  hours  confinement,  with  civil  treatment, 
had  eight  hundred  dollars  damages  by  a  British 

i'ury ;  nor  can  the  method  of  recovering  the  same 
»e  opposed  upon  sound  principles.  (Vat.  431,  sec. 
350.)  By  the  law  of  nations,  "justice  is  said  to 
'  be  denied,  when  the  subject  is  not  permitted  to 
^  establish  his  right  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
^justice,  or  when  great  and  unreasonable  delay  is 

*  effected,  equivalent  to  a  refusal."  And  it  can 
never  be  said  that,  after  ten  years  spent  in  fruit- 
less negotiation,  and  after  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  President  "that  every  spark  of  hope  is 
extinguished,"  and  the  cup  of  humiliation  drain- 
ed to  its  dregs,  that  the  delay  is  not  unreasonable 
and  equivalent  to  a  refusal.  And  we  are  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations  TVat.  151,  sec.  1)  to 
retaliate,  to  enforce,  if  possible,  the  making  the 
citizen  entire  satisfaction.  It  may  be  objected, 
however,  that  this  remedy  is  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  London  of  19th  November,  1794,  which 
secures  the  inviolability  of  British  debts;  but  it 
will  be  recollected  that  this  violation  on  our  part 
is  induced  by  the  violation  of  the  same  treaty  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


67 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


68 


Senate. 


ProceediTtgs. 


January,  1806 . 


Great  Britain  by  an  attack  on  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen,  and  it  can  never  be  said  that  we  are  not 
justified  by  claiming  the  damages  we  hare  receiv- 
ed by  a  violation  on  personal  liberty,  as  a  correct 
set-off  against  any  damages  they  may  receive  by 
a  breach  of  the  same  contract,  by  an  attack  on 
personal  property.  It  can  never  be,  in  the  eye  of 
justice  and  in  a  land  of  liberty,  that  property  is 
more  to  be  respected  than  liberty,  nor  can  we  feel 
ourselves  unauthorized,  when  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion and  self-preservation,  which  are  written  on 
the  heart  of  man  by  the  finger  of  Omnipotence, 
holds  us  justified.  Nor,  when  we  consider  that 
we  ourselves  have  totally  annulled  and  declared 
void  the  Treaty  with  France,  because  of  her  vio- 
lation of  her  treaty  by  the  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce; refusing  to  do  us  justice,  can  we  hesitate 
lo  make  this  partial  repeal  of  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  so  far  only  as  is  necessary  to  do  our 
oppressed  seamen  justice,  by  the  sacrifice  of  Brit- 
bh  property  at  the  shrine  of  American  liberty, 
when  we  reflect  that  it  is  the  only  means  where- 
by we  can  remunerate  our  enslaved  seamen  for 
their  cruel  bondage ;  that  the  safety  of  the  people 
is  the  supreme  law,  and  that  we  are  the  sentinels 
to  protect  their  rights  and  avenge  their  wrongs? 


Tuesday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to  each  class 
its  particular  duties. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

A  message  from, the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  ofLouis- 
iana,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  billj  entitled  ^An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  naval  service  during  the  year 
1805,"  was  read  the  second  time  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  it  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passeil. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  1806,  have  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriation  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Ruohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 


October  last,  which  was  read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last, 
and  withdrawn  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and, an  amendment  having  been  proposed, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification 
of  American  seamen  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

6n  motion  the  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading 
of  the  confidential  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House 
without  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  thereof  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

Wednesuay,  January  22. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Worthington, 
Baluwin,  Wright,  Moore,  and  Anderson,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,'^as  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Maclay,  Kitchel,  and  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Maclay  stated  in  his  place,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  passed  a 
resolution,  that  their  Senators  in  Congress  be  in- 
structed to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  respecting  the  Judiciary ; 
and  submitted  the  following  motion,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenta' 
fives  of  the  Imited  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, tuHhthirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  vaUd,  as  part 
of  the  said  Constitution,  to  wit : 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  controversies  between  a  State 
and  the  citizens  of  another  State ;  between  citizens  of 
difierent  States;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State 
claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  States ;  and 
between  a  State  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Baluwin,  and  Tracy,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
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sociates,  in  the  Society  of  HarmoDy.  to  purchase 
coiani  lands,  was  resumed  as  Id  Committee  of  the 
W^oie;  and  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
l^rylasd,  Baadley,  and  Worthinoton,  further 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  SmitHj  of  Maryland,  agreeably  to  notice 
^ven  yesterday,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^ 
u  Che  following  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading : 

A  Bin  ior  classing  the  Militia,  and  assigning  to  each 
class  its  particular  duties. 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  That  every  free,  abled-bodied 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five,  whose 
principal  occupation  is  not  on  the  high  sea,  or  the  tide 
waters  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  of  the  militia 
ibr  the  land  service  of  the  United  States.  The  persons 
so  to  constitute  the  land  miUtia,  shall  be  enrolled  by 
their  names  and  ages,  in  their  proper  districts,  and  in 
books  kepi  for  that  purpose;  such  enrollment  to  be 
made  without  delay  of  those  now  within  the  descrip- 
tion, and  from  time  to  time  as  to  others  who  shall  here- 
sifter  become  so,  always  noting  the  date  of  enrollment, 
amd  pl^idng  in  a  distinct  page,  or  part  of  the  book, 
those  of  every  different  year  of  age,  from  forty-five 
down  to  eighteen. 

The  said  militia  shall  be  distributed  into  classes  as 
£dUows,  to  wit :  The  junior  class  shall  be  composed  of 
those  above  twenty-one,  and  under  twenty-six  years  of 
age ;  the  middle  class  of  those  above  twenty-six,  and 
under  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  the  senior  class  of  those 
above  thirty-five  and  under  forlv-five  years  of  age  ;  and 
those  above  eighteen,  and  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age  shall  compose  the  minor  class. 

The  junior  dass  shall  be  liable  to  perform  ft  active 
aervices  within  the  United  States,  or  the  countries  next 
adjacent,  by  tours  of  duty,  not  to  exceed  one  year  in 
any  two;  and  in  order  that  the  said  services  may- be 
reqtiired  of  them  equally,  those  of  every  battalion  shall, 
by  its  commanding  officer,  be  immediately  divided  by 
lot  into  ten  parts,  or  portions,  as  nearly  equal  as  may 
be;  each  portion  to  be  distinguished 'by  its  particular 
number,  firom  one  to  ten,  and  to  be  called  into  duty  in 
the  order  of  their  numbers,  such  call  extending  to  so 
many  nnmbeis  as  the  exigency  may  require,  and  every 
person  so  called  on,  may  be  assigpned  to  the  service  of 
the  artfUeiy,  infantry,  cavalry,  or  of  any  other  descrip- 
tion, as  the  competent  authority  shall  direct. 

In  consideration  of  the  assiduous  discipline  required 
from  the  junior  class,  and  of  the  services  they  shall 
have  performed,  or  been  liable  to  perform  while  in  it, 
they  shall  never  after  passing  into  the  middle  class,  be 
fiable  to  actual  service,  but  where  the  junior  class  for 
the  time  being  is  inadequate  to  the  exigency;  and 
then  in  their  own  or  one  of  the  adjoining  States  only, 
aad  by  toors  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year : 
ibr  which  purpose  they  shall  be  distributed  into  sections 
and  called  on  in  routine,  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of 
the  jmnor  dass. 

The  senior  and  minor  classes  shall  be  liable  to  be 
caBed  on  to  do  duty  within  their  own  State  only,  and  by 
taoTB  not  exeeeding  three  months  in  any  year,  and 
they  shall  be  separately  distributed  into  portions  and 
anmbeis,  and  called  on  in  routine  as  provided  for  the 
ether  classes. 
Exemptions  from  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  of  re- 


ligious scruple  against  bearing  arms,  shall  only  extend 
to  the  ordinary  duties  of  mustering  and  disciplining, 
after  having  entered  the  middle  or  senior  dass,  but  all 
exempts  shall  be  enrolled  in  their  classes  and  numbers^ 
and  when  called  on  for  actual  military  service,  shall  be 
bound  as  others  are  to  perform  their  due  tours. 

If  any  person  called  on  to  do  the  actual  duties  of  his 
class,  shall  refuse,  or  unnecessarily  dday  to  enter  on 
duty,  he  shall  be  arrested  as  a  deserter,  either  by  the 
civil  or  military  authority,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
proper  military  officer,  and  either  punished  as  a  de- 
serter, or  compelled  to  perform  his  tour  of  duty.  But 
any  person  so  called  on  may  compute  his  personal  ser- 
vice, by  tendering  as  a  substitute  an  able-bodied  white 
man,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  fit  for  the  service 
in  the  judgment  of  the  officer  who  is  to  command  him, 
and  willing  to  engage  therein.  And  all  persons,  while 
engaged  in  performing  a  tour  of  duty,  shall  have  the 
pay  and  rations  allowed  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  subject  to  the  rules,  regulations,  and  ar- 
tides,  provided  for  the  government  of  the  same. 

Ssc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  provis- 
ions in  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  partic- 
ular State,  or  Territory,  inconsistent  with  those  of  this 
act,  are  hereby  repealed;  and  all  provisions  in  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State  or  Ter^ 
ritory  not  inconsistent  herewith,  shall  be  understood  to 
be  left  in  force,  and  liable  to  alteration  by  their  respect- 
ive enacting  authorities. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  J  and  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the 
mot  ion  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  18th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1805,  with  a  postscript,  dated  26th,  which  was 
read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last,  and  withdrawn  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  riiade  that  the  pro- 
posed resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursdat,  January  23. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in 
part  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhab- 
itants at  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Braolbt  presented  the  petition  of  Seth 
Harding,  commander  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
in  which  service  he  received  extreme  bodily  injury, 
as  is  stated  at  lar^e  in  his  petition,  and  praying 
such  pecuniary  relief  as  may,  to  Congress,  seem 
reasonable  for  a  person  debilitated  by  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradlet.  Tracy,  and  Sumter,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Turner  communicated  the  representation 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  pensioners  on  the  list  of-that  Stajie.  and 
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suggestiDg  to  the  justice  aod  wisdom  of  Confess 
tbe  propriety  of  placifig  them  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  Slates;  and  the  representation  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commitcee 
appointed  the  20tb  of  December  last,  on  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  persons  that 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war/' toconsiderandreportthereon. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning 
to  each  class  its  particular  duties,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Sumter,  Adair,  Bradley,  and  Smith, 
of  New  York,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  followini^  motion  was  made  and  seconded^ 
and  ordered  to  ke  for  consideration : 

lUsoivedt  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations necessary  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  q[»ecific  expenditures  of 
the  respective  Departments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe'^ 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  and,  on  motion  it 
W8s  agreed  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  should  be 
closed  ;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
the  motion  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
make  a  fiirthcr  communication  to  the  Senate  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  18t^ 
October,  1805,  with  a  postscript,  dated  25th  October, 
which  was  read  in  the  Senate  on  Friday  last 

And,  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  afllrmative — 
yeas  23,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bradley^ 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,^  Maday,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Turner,  and  Worthing^n. 

Friday,  January  24. 

James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator  for  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  of  March  last.  prcKluced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and,  the  oaxh 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

According  to  the  request  of  your  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, I  again  communicate  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  that  Government  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
October  18th,  1805,  with  a  postscript  of  October  25th, 
but  still  in  confidence  that  the  matter  of  it  shall  not  be 
made  public 

Jahuaet  24, 1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  paper  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  January  57. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  instant  tlie  bill 
to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  associates,  in, 
the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lands,, 
reported  the  bill  amended:  and  the  amendment 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant  the  petition  of 
Seth  Harding,  made  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading;. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  billj  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts;'^ 
Also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detach* 
ment  from  the  militia  oi  the  United  States;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrenoe  of  tiie 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

According  to  the  desire  of  the  Senate,  expressed  in 
their  resolution  of  the  lOtii  instant  I  now  communicate 
to  them  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its 
documents,  stating  certain  new  principles  attempted  to 
be  introduced  on  Uie  subject  of  neutral  rights,  iinuriotis 
to'  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  These, 
with  my  Message  to  both  Houses,  of  the  17th  instant 
and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  fulfil  the  desires 
of  the  Senate  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  any  infomu- 
tion  in  t§^  possession  which  is  authentic  and  not  pub- 
licly known.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Javvast  27   1606. 

Defabtxekt  ot  State,  Jan.  25,  1806. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  has 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
on  the  10th  instant,  has  the  honor  to  make  the  follow* 
ing  report: 

The  most  important  of  the  principles  interpolated 
into  the  law  of  nations,  is  that  which  appears  to  be 
maintained  by  the  British  Government,  and  its  prize 
courts,  that  a  trade  opened  to  the  neutrals  by  a  nation 
at  war,  on  account  of  the  war,  is  unlawful. 

The  principle  has  been  relaxed  from  time  to  time, 
by  orders  allowing  as  favors  to  neutrals,  particular 
branches  of  trade,  disallowed  by  the  general  principle ; 
which  orders  have  also,  in  some  instances,  extended 
the  modifications  of  the  principle  beyond  its  avowed 
import. 

In  like  manner,  the  last  of  these  orders,  bearing  date 
the  24th  of  June,  1803,  has  incorporated  with  ^e  re- 
laxation a  collateral  principle,  which  is  itself  an  inter- 
polation, namely,  that  a  Teasel  on  a  return  Toyage  is 
liable  to  capture  by  the  circumstance  of  her  having  on 
the  outward  voyage,  conveyed  contraband  articles  to 
an  enemy's  port  How  far  a  like  penalty  attached  by 
the  same  order  to  the  circumstance  of  a  previous  com- 
munication with  a  blockaded  port,  would  likewise  be 
an  interpolation,  may  depend  upon  the  construction 
under  which  that  part  of  the  order  has  been,  or  is  to 
be  carried  into  execution* 
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TIm  generml  principle  ftnt  abovv  stated,  as  lately 
«ppM  to  re-exportations  of  articles  imported  into 
nevtnl  covintiies  from  hostile  colonies,  •  or  vice  ▼ersa, 
Iff  considering  the  re-exportation  in  manj  cases,  as  a 
iwlinuation  of  the  original  Toyage,  forms  another  in- 
tofthtdcfik,  deei^  afle^ing  the  trade  of  nentrals.  For 
a  fofler  view  of  this  and  some  other  interpolations,  re- 
iutnces  may  be  had  to  die  documents  communicated 
irith  the  meaeage  to  Congress  of  the  1 7th  instant. 

The  Brhidi  principle,  which  makes  a  notification  to 
fcieign  Goremments  of  an  intended  blockade,  equiva- 
Isnt  to  notice  required  by  the  law  of  nations,  before  the 
penalty  can  be  incurred;  and  that  which  subjects  to 
capture  vessels  arriving  at  a  port,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween a  removal  and  return  of  the  blockading  force, 
ioe  odier  important  deviations  from  &e  code  of  public 
law. 

Another  unjustifiable  measure  is  the  mode  of  search 
pfActised  by  the  British  ships,  which  instead  of  remain- 
mg  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  vessel  to  be  searched 
and  aending  their  own  boat  with  a  few  men  for  the 
purpose,  compel  the  vessel  to  send  her  papers  in  her 
own  boat,  and  sometimes  vrith  great  danger  from  the 
condition  of  the  boat,  and  ths  state  of  the  weather. 

To  these  instances,  without  adverting  to  others  of 
an  inferior  or  less  definite  character,  in  tiie  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  must  be  added  the  assumed  right  to  im- 
press persons  from  American  vessels,  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  on  the  high  seas.  An  explanation  of 
this  practice  vrill  be  found  in  die  extract  from  the  in- 
atructions  to  Mr.  Monroe,  communicated  with  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  above  referred  to. 

Among  the  interpolations  introduced  by  the  French 
Government,  is  a  decree,  dated  June  6,  (18  Prairial, 
year  IS,'J  importing  that  every  privateer  of  which  two- 
thirds  of  die  crew  should  not  be  natives  of  England,  or 
subjects  of  a  Power  the  enemy  of  France,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  pirates. 

Another  is  eridenced  by  the  result  of  an  anpHcation 
made  by  the  deputy  consul  of  the  United  states  at 
Cadiz,  through  the  French  consul,  to  Admiral  Villen- 
euve,  for  the  liberation  of  some  seamen  of  the  Unitod 
States  who  were  on  board  the  French  fleet  under  his 
eommand.  The  answer  of  the  Admiral,  dated  29th  Au- 
gust last,  (11  Fructidor,  13th  year,)  states,  that  ''A  de- 
cision of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Migesty  provides,  that 
every  foreigner  found  on  board  the  vessels  of  war  or 
of  commerce  of  the  enemy,  is  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  can  have  no  right  to  the  protection  of  the 
diplomatic  and  commerchd  agents  of  his  nation." 

Other  unjustifiable  innovations  on  the  law  of  nations, 
are  exemplified  in  the  decree  of  General  Ferrand,  lately 
passed  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  a  translation  of 
which  is  annexed. 

The  irregular  mode  of  search  above  described  is  also 
practised  by  the  cnusers  of  France  and  Spain. 

The  cruisers  of  the  two  latter  Powers  nave  harassed 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  various  other 
farms,  but  as  it  is  not  known  or  believed  diat  their  con- 
duct has  been  prescribed  or  sanctioned  by  the  public 
authority  of  their  respective  nations,  they  are  not  con- 
sidered as  fdling  within  the  purview  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  and  documeots  therein  tneotioned 
were  j-ead  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


TuBSOAY,  Jaaoary  28. 
Mr.  LoQAH  gave  notice  that  he  would,  ott 
Thursday  sext)  ask  leave  to  bnog  in  a  bill  for  the 


punishment  of  persons  coanterfeitin^  the  current 
coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the  Houae 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  and 
the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  13ch  July,  1787. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Stat^,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  Senate  of  2d  March  last ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  repeal  in  part  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galiiopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  m  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  hav- 
ing been  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library,  was  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  having  been  amended, 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and, 

Oraeredy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading; 
as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Hardiog,  late 
a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  second  time,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wnole. 

Ordered  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  recommit^ 
ted  the  bill  to  empower  Qeorc^  Rapp  and  his 
associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  pur- 
chase certain  lands;  and  having  adopted  the 
amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
infi^  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  22d  instant,  that  it  be 

Reiolved,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ajk 
propriations  necessary  for  the  year  1806,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
specific  expenditures  of  the  respective  departments ; 

And  agreed  thereto ;  and 

Ordend^  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Balowin,  Am* 
DERSON,  MiTORiLL,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  be 
the  committee  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.liOGAN  presented  the  memorial  and  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  stating  the  im- 
portance thereof  to  the  public^  and  praying  the 
protection  and  aid  of  Congress  m  the  completion 
of  the  work ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bayaru,  and  Bradley, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  the  17th  instant,  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  as  relates  to  the  spoliations  of 
oor  commeroe  on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of 
the  new  principies  «ss«med  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnatioBf 
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of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th 
instant,  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  relat- 
ing thereto. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was' referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land,  re- 
ported amendments ;  which  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Logan,  to  whom  wa^  referred,  on  the  16th 
instant  the  bill  to  suspend,  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  united  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo,  reported  the  same  amend- 
ed ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  Bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 

the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island  of 

St  Domingo. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c»t  That  all  commercial  intercourse 
between  any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the 
United  States,  and  any  person  or  persons  resident 
within  any  part  of  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  not  in 
possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government 
of  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and  after  due  notice  of 
this  act  at  the  custom  houses  respectively,  is  hereby 
prohibited.  And  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  hired  or 
•mployed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or  persons 
resident  within  the  United  States,  or  by  any  citizen  or 
citizens  thereof,  resident  elsewhere,  and  sailing  from 
any  port  of  the  United  States  after  that  time,  or  from 

any  other  port  in  America,  after  the day  of 

next ;  or  from  any  other  port  whatever,  after  the 

day  of next ;  which,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 

•hall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  shall  be  destined  to 
proceed,  whether  directly,  or  from  any  intermediate 
port  or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of 
St  Domingo,  and  not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ac- 
knowledged Government  of  France ;  and  also  any  cargo 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
when  detected  or  interrupted  in  such  unlawful  purpose, 
or  at  her  return  from  such  voyage  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  con- 
demned in  any  court  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  due 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses,  no  ship 
or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clearance  for  any 
port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not 
in  the  actual  possession  of  France :  nor  shall  any  clear- 
ance be  granted  for  a  foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or 
▼essel,  owned,  iiired  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part, 
by  any  person  or  persons,  resident  in  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  citizen  or  citizens  thereof  resident  elsewhere, 
until  the  owner  or  die  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
fiictor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  and  one  or  more  suf- 
ficient surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United 
States ;  such  owner,  employer  or  factor,  with  the  master, 
in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  her 
cargo ;  and  such  surety  or  sureties  in  a  sum  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  one^third  of  her  cargo, 
when  ijt  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  if 
It  shall  exceed,  then  in  that  sum,  with  condition  that 
the  ship  or  vessel,  for  whidi  a  clearance  shall  be  re- 
quired, is  actually  destined,  and  shall  proceed  to  some 
Srt  or  place  vnthout  the  limits  of  such  part  of  the 
and  of  St  Domingo,  as  shaU  not  be  in  the  actual  pos* 
,  and  nn^er  the  acknowledged  Government  of 


France,  and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  be 
voluntarily  carried  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether, 
directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any 
port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the  island  of  St  Do- 
mingo, as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  possession,  and 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France,  and 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  de- 
liver, or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo ;  and  generally 
that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such  voyage,  shaU 
not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with  or 
for  any  person  resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of 
St  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  possession,  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  forco  of  this  act,  and 
which  may  be  recovered,  shall  be  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled *'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  dutiea  on 
imports  and  tonnage  ;'*  and  may  be  mitigated  or  re- 
mitted in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the 
forfeitures,  penalties  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned." 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York,  submitted  a  report  on  that  part  of  the 
same  which  relates  to  the  "  defenceless  situation 
of  the  port  of  New  York ;"  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Early  in  the  history  of  North  America,  the  harbor 
of  New  York  was  discovered  by  the  Dutch  to  be  a  con- 
venient place  of  resort  for  ships.  Subsequent  experi- 
ence has  proved  the  judgment  of  the  Hollanders  to  have 
been  good.  The  place  where  the  North  river  forms  a 
junction  with  Long  Island  Sound,  is  as  well,  if  not  bet- 
ter, adapted  to  navigation  and  trade,  than  any  which 
the  Atlantic  coast  aftbrds. 

The  city,  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  is  about  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  the  ocean.  The  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tide  is  about  six  feet  The  saltness  of  the  water  ii 
not  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  neighboring  sea. 

The  harbor  is  a  bay,  or  basin,  surrounded  chiefly  by 
islands,  though  the  space  from  the  foot  of  the  Never- 
sink  hills  to  the  river  Karitan,  and  another  space,  from 
Bergen  Point  to  Hoboken,  are  parts  of  the  main  land 
which  skirt  the  shores  between  the  insular  positions. 
The  land  is  mostly  low,  and  is  composed  principally  of 
gravel,  sand,  and  loam ;  and  in  certain  spots  strata  of 
solid  granite  appear. 

The  island  of  Sandy  Hook,  where  the  light-house 
stands,  is  little  more  than  a  beach,  rising  not  far  above 
the  level  of  spring  tides.  Staten  Island  swells  into 
moderate  hills,  and  presents,  especially  on  its  eastern 
side,  several  bold  elevations.  Long  Island,  whose  west- 
em  extremity  loses  its  ridges  and  hills  in  the  plains  of 
Flatlands  and  New  Utrecht,  still  retains  at  the  Nar- 
rows, where  its  clifls  are  somewhat  abrupt  and  promi- 
nent, several  positions  of  considerable  strength.  In 
these  shores  of  the  two  last  mentioned  islands,  the 
army  of  the  enemy  was  landed  in  1776,  and  a  repe- 
tition of  such  an  invasion,  might  be  discouraged  by  the 
erection  of  suitable  works  to  oppose  it  Governor's 
Island  has  been  already  much  improved  by  military 
works,  and  is  the  spot  on  which  Fort  Jay,  and  the  prin- 
cipal other  fbrtifioations,  have  been  erected.  Bedlow 
Island,  though  very  small,  has  also  been  considered 
proper  for  defonsive  operations,  and  in  some  degree 
prepared  to  annoy  an  enemy.    On  Manhattan  Island, 
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irbere  the  dty  of  New  York  stands,  there  was  once  a 
fort  aad  battery.  These  have  been  demolished  of  late 
yean,  nnder  a  conviction  of  their  unfitness,  as  have 
likrwise  some  more  recent  breast-works  and  parapets, 
which,  though  constructed  but  eight  or  nine  years  ago, 
were,  within  a  twelvemonth,  destroyed  by  the  people 
vho  made  them. 

Between  these  islands  there  are  deep  channels,  and 
rapid  currents.  Ships  of  large  force  may  be  brought 
in  firom  the  sea,  and  anchored  in  safety  abreast  of  the 
town.  And  having  once  reached  that  station,  there  is 
water  enough  to  convey  frigates,  or  even  larger  ships, 
<{mte  to  the  city  of  Hudson. 

To  the  saltneas,  depth,  and  swiftueas  of  the  current, 
is  to  be  ascribed  the  openneas  of  the  harbor  of  New 
Tork  daring  the  winter.  In  1780,  its  surface  was  cov- 
ered by  a  thick,  strong,  covering  of  ice.  The  Hke  has 
nerer  happened  since,  not  even  during  the  rigorous 
winter  of  1805 ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that,  while  the 
Belavrare,  Patapseo,  and  Potomac,  are  frozen,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore,  and  Alexandria,  are  secured  there- 
by from  the  fleets  of  an  invader,  the  bay  of  New  York, 
though  situated  further  to  the  northward,  possesses, 
commonly,  no  such  protection,  but  b  accessible  from 
the  ocean  with  but  trifling  impediment. 

The  insecurity  of  the  city  is  evinced  by  other  facts. 
IVith  a  small  squadron  of  ships,  in  1674,  the  English 
look  it  from  the  Dutch.  Shortly  afterwards,  it  was  re- 
taken with  almost  equal  ease.  No  cause  of  attack  occur- 
ring untO  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
it  was  found  utterly  incapable  of  defence  against  a  hos- 
tile fleet  and  army,  in  1776,  and  abandoned  to  the  en- 
emy by  the  troops  arrayed  for  its  protection ;  and  that 
very  foe,  which  then  gained  the  possession,  held  it  as  a 
garrison  until  1783,  when,  on  its  evacuation,  the  inhab- 
itants were  enabled  to  return  to  their  hiunea,  after  an 
exile  of  seven  long  years. 

Since  the  Revolution,  New  Yoric  has  greatly  increased 
in  popolation,  extent,  capital,  and  enterprise.  The  me- 
morialists stidte,  that,  there  one-third  of  the  national 
revenue  is  ooUected.  They  hope  so  important  a  sea- 
port nuy  be  thought  worUiy  of  an  efficient  defence. 
And  they  beg  that  a  portion  of  the  public  treasure,  ac- 
cnmnlated  in  that  place,  may  be  expended  in  render- 
ing both  that  treasure  and  the  city  in  which  it  is  kept, 
more  secure. 

For  the  further  information  of  the  Senate,  the  com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  a  piece  of  land  has 
been  already  purchased  by  the  State,  on  Staten  Island, 
comprehending  the  high  points  on  which  the  signal- 
poles  of  the  merchants  are  erected.  The  greater  part 
of  Governor's  Island  is  understood  to  be  the  property 
of  the  State,  a  small  part  of  it,  only,  having  been  pur- 
chased by  the  nation.  On  these  parcels  of  ground,  the 
labor  of  constructing  works  is  the  principtd  matter  of 
expense ;  and  it  is  in  this  posture  of  affairs,  that  the 
memorialists,  after  the  State  has  done  so  much,  ask  the 
nation  to  bear  a  proportional  part  of  the  charge  neces- 
sary to  proride  more  formidable  means  of  defence  and 
offence. 

Extrayagant  esthnatea  have  been  made  by  certain 
jobbers  and  projeetors.  Artificial  islands,  and  immense 
pien,  and  enormoos  floating  batteries,  and  vast  chev- 
mix-de-fmes,  have  been  talked  of— enough  to  absorb 
the  wlioW  revenue,  and  to  terrify  all  sober  calculators 
of  the  cost.  The  committee  have  dismissed  those 
sdiemes  as  fiivoring  rather  of  the  visionary  and  mag- 
nificent, than  of  the  useful  and  feasible.  They  con- 
tent themselves  with  recommending  an  appropriation, 


to  a  moderate  amount,  for  making  further  military  im- 
provements on  the  sites  already  purchased,  and  which 
the  State  may  hereafter  purchase  and  surrender;  in 
full  confidence  at  the  same  time,  that  a  due  proportion 
of  the  heavy  artillery,  armed  ships,  and  g^n-boats  of 
the  nation,  will  be  stationed  at  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Under  these  impressions  the  following  proposition  ia 
submitted  : 

*'  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the 

sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  un- 

der  such  direction,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  the  harbor  and  city  of  New  York." 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  within  the  lim- 
its assigned  them,  to  recommend  another  proposition^ 
in  favor  of  the  capital  of  South  Carolina : 

<*  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  sum 

of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  under 

such  regulations,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolma." 

And  for  the  purpose  of  proriding  for  other  defence- 
less places,  if  any  such  there  be,  the  committee  submit 
another  proposition : 

"  Resohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the 

sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  fortifying  such  ports 

and  harbors,  other  than  New  York  and  Charleston,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  think  most 
conducive  to  the  public  security.    . 

On  motion,  that  the  third  reading  of  the  biil 
entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defraying 
any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,"  be  postponed,  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided:  yeas  15;  nays  15;'  and  the  question  of 
postponement  was  determined  by  the  President 
m  the  affirmative. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Wor- 
THiNGTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  fur- 
ther providing  for  the  government  of  the  district 
of  Louisiana/'  and  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of 
the  13th  of,  July,  1787;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  juris  J  ictioij. 
in  certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCHiLL,  Tracy,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sum- 
ter, Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Baldwin,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill  having  been  report- 
ed to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 
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The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  with  his  gen- 
eral account  ffcmi  October  1,  1804  to  October  1, 
1805 ;  also,  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  for  the  same  period;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  .* 

Having  received  from  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  with  those  which  I 
communicated  to  Congress  with  my  message  of  17th 
instant,  I  now  communicate  this  also,  as  a  proper  sequel 
to  the  former,  and  as  making  a  part  of  the  mass  of  evi- 
dence of  the  violations  of  our  rights  on  the  ocean. 
TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jahuarx  29, 1806. 

The  Message  and  paper  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred,  together  with  the  message  re- 
ceived on  the  17th  instant,  to  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Mitchill,  Anderson.  Looan,  Tra<;t, 
Adams,  and  Baldwin,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates  to  the 
-violations  of  neutral  rights. 


Thursday,  January  30. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  providing  for  the  government  o^  the 
district  of  Louisiana,"  and  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  was  read  the  second 
time,and referred  to  Messrs.  WoRTHiNGON,MooRE, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thex 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended,  and  a  further 
amendment  proposed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill ;  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideratioa  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow 

Friday,  January  31. 

Mr.  Mac  LAY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and 
Judges,  of  the  late  territory  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment.  j 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  j 


bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  thb  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  the  witnesses  who  at- 
tended, under  process,  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  Slates;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  B  ay  a  Ro,  Baldwin,  aad 
Anderson,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of 
American  seamen. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  WaroHT, 
Baldwin,  Tracy,  Logan,  and  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tne  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  was  resumed,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  Co  repeal  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidCTcesxn 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted S  lates,  and  for  other  purposes,  relative  to  the 
public  debt ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concarrenoe 
of  the  Senate. 

Afinreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  38th  instant, 
Mr.  Logan  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
making  provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  resumed  ; 
and,  on  the  question  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows: 
After  the  words  "United  States,"  sec.  1,  insert 
"for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  negotiation,  or 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient,  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  Si.  Lawrence,  as  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territory,  lying  south  and 
east  thereof,  or  any  other  territory^  ^ytng  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of  the  aioresaid  river 
St.  Lawrence  not  owned  or  possessed  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  21,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Megsrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hfflhouse, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  VRiltew 
and  Wright 
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Natv— Mmbts.  Adair,  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Penner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Madaj,  Mitchill,  Moore,  6mith,  of  Maoryland,  Smith 
of  fiew  Yoris,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneaaee,  Sum- 
ler,  Thmaton,  TNimer,  and  Worthingtoni 

Oq  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  in 
sec.  1,  after  the  vords  "United  States."  "  towards 
tlie  settling,  establishing,  and  defending,  the 
boandaries  of  the  United  States;'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
ntf 8  20,  B8  follows : 

TiAa — ^MessTB.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gilman^ 
HUfiumse,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwm,  Condit, 
Penner,  Gafllard,  Howland,  Kitchd,  Logan,  Maclay, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Snmter,  Thruston,  Tur- 
ner, ^orthington,  and  Wright 


Monday,  February  3. 

Tlie  bill  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  for  concajreoee,^  on  Friday  last,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  parposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
iras  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
Massacbasetts,  complaining  of  new  principles  and 
expositions  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  the  Admi- 
ralty Courts  of  Great  Britain,  and  stating  the 
great  losses  and  snfi^riogs  induced  thereby  to  neu- 
tral commerce,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Government ;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  15th  of 
Jannary  last,  to  wbom  was  also  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  on  a  simi- 
lar subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  governor  of  the  hospital  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  stating  the  inadequacy  of  the  provisions 
made  for  the'snptport  of  American  seamen,  from 
time  to  time  admitted  into  that  hospital,  and  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  funds  for  that  purpose; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mes- 
srs. MiTCHiLL,  AuAMs.  and  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  counter- 
feiting the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Looan,  BATAtin,  and  Tract, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  PioKERiNG  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston^  stating  great  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  aggressions  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers, and  particularly  from  the  recent  construction 
of  the  law  of  nations  respecting  neutral  com- 
merce, in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of  Chreat  Britain; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  aikl  referred  to  the 
eommltree  appointed  on  the  15th  January,  to 
whom  were  referred  also  the  memorial  of  the 
mercbanfs  of  Baltimore  and  of  the  town  of  Sa- 
Wm.  on  the  oame  subject. 


The  following  Messages  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpmeniatwes  of  the  United  States  .* 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  covering  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  ceding  to  the  United  States  various  forts  and 
fortifications,  and  sites  for  the  erection  of  forts  in  that 
State,  on  the  conditions  therein  expressed.  This  let- 
ter and  the  act  it  covered  are  now  communicated  to 
Congress. 

I  am  not  informed  whether  the  positions  ceded  are 
the  best  which  can  be  taken  for  securing  their  respect- 
ive objects.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  Legisla- 
ture deemed  them  such.  The  river  of  Beaufort,  par- 
ticularly, said  to  be  accessible  to  ships  of  very  large 
size,  and  capable  of  yielding  them  a  protection  which 
they  cannot  find  elsewhere,  but  very  far  to  the  nor^, 
is,  from  these  circumstances,  so  interesting  to  the 
Union  in  general,  as  to  merit  particular  attention  and 
inquiry,  as  to  the  pomtions  on  it  best  calculated  for 
health  as  weH  as  safety. 

TH,  JEFFERSON, 

FxBBVAmT  3,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
Th  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  foUowing  treaties 
and  conventions  for  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  land  within  our  limits,  were  entered  into  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States: 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Wyan- 
dots,  Ottawa,  Chii^way,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Shaw- 
anee,  and  Pettawatamy  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  agents 
of  the  Gonneetiottt  land  company  on  one  part,  and  the 
Wyandot,  Ottawa,  Chif^wa,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Pot- 
tawatamy,  and  Shawanee  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dela- 
wares,  Pottawatamies,  Miamis,  Eeel  rivers,  and  Weas. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chick- 
asaw nation  of  Indians. 

Two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

A  convention  between  the  United  States  and  iSttt 
Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the 
ratification  of  these  several  treaties  and  conventions,  I 
now  Isy  them  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  for  the 
exercise  of  their  Constitutional  powers,  as  to  the  means 
of  fulfilling  them. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Febbuast  3,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

On  morion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  dosed;  and,  after 
the  eoasideration  of  the  confidential  husiness,  the 
Senate  adjourn^. 


Tuesday,  February  4. 
Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  the 
bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  eiportatioa  of  arms  and  aamiuuition 
from  the  United  StaMs,  and  the  territories  thera- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


83 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


84 


Sbnate. 


Proceedings, 


Februabt,  1806. 


of,''  reported  the  bill  with  amendments;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  in  payment  of  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Worthington,  and 
Baldwin^  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  31st  of  January  last;  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensation  of 
witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  31st  of  December  last,  to  consider 
the  petition  of  the  lawyers  practising  at  tbe  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Orleans,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
he  reported  a  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Judges  of  New  Orleans ;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^''  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee,  on  the  bill  to 
suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  in  Committed  of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  original  bill,  after  the  word  "that,"  in 
the  enacting  clause ;  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
adopt  the  amendment  reported  to  the  first  sec- 
tion, amended  as  follows: 

**A]1  commercial  intercourse  between  any  person  or 
persons  resident  within  the  United  States,  and  any  per- 
ton  or  pearsons  resident  within  any  part  oif  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo  not  in  possession  and  under  the  acknow- 
ledge Government  of  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and 

after is  hereby,  prohibited:  And  any  ship  or  ves- 

sel,  owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United  States, 
after  that  time,  or  from  any  other  port  in  America,  after 

the . day  of next;  or  from  any  other  port 

whatever,  after  the day  of next,  which,  con- 
trary to  the  intent  hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried, 
or  shall  be  destined  to  proceed,  whether  directly,  or 
from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any  port  or 
place  within  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not  in  pos- 
session, and  under  tiie  acknowledged  Government  of 
France ;  and  also  any  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on 
board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  inter- 
rupted in  such  unlawftil  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from 
siich  voyage  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court 
ofthe  United  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  9,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — ^Mesflri.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Oondity  Fenner,  Gaiilard,  Giltnan,  Howlaad,  Kitchel, 


Logan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  <tf  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter, 
Thruston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Hillhouse,  Pickering,  Plo- 
mer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Tracy, 
and  White. 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for 
consideration : 

Resohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  exported 
from  the  United  States  and  its  territories,  to  that  part 
of  the  island  of  St  Domingo  called  Hayti,  and  of  the 
goods  imported  from  thence  into  the  United  States ; 
also,  of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  said 
trade ;  also,  of  the  duties  levied  and  collected  within 
the  United  States  and  the  territories,  from  said  importa. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUte« 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  the  same  can  pe  done  with  propriety,  copies 
of  such  letters  as  have  passed  between  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  and  the  French  Minister,  relative 
to  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants,  to 
that  part  of  St  Domingo  called  Hayti. 


Wednesday,  February  5. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
stating  that  the  measures  which  have  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  subsequent  to. their  report 
of  5th  February.  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
4th  of  the  present  month ;  and  in  the  statements 
therein  refered  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
and  prayed  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  report. 
And  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  15th  of  January  last,  on  that  part 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  new 
principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnation  of  oar 
vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  made  report,  and  the 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  /or  consid- 
eration. 

The  motion,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  105,  have  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriations  £at 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate; 
was  resumed  and  adopted;  and  ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
28lh  January  last,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  spe- 
cific expenditures  of  the  respective  departments, 
to  report  thereon. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
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CaxoUBa,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  "Messrs.  Adair,  Stonb,  and  Tbruston,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon. 
On  motion, 

Thtt  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  receive  for  his  attend- 
aaoB  at  the  Court  of  Impeachment  for  the  trial  of  Judge 
daie,  compensation  for  twenty-seven  day  a  attendance, 
il  the  rate  of  five  doUaia  per  day ;  and 

That  the  Amitant  Dooriceeper  receive  at  the  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  day,  during  the  said  trial,  to  he  paid 
eat  of  the  conthoigeBt  funds  of  the  Senate  : 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  first  res- 
elation  submitted  yesterday;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  follows : 

RcBolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  state- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  exported  from 
the  United  States  and  its  territories,  to  that  part  of  the 
island  of  St  Domingo  called  Hay  ti,  and  of  the  goods 
imported  from  thence  into  the  United  States;  also, 
of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  said  trade ; 
also,  of  the  duties  levied  tnd  collected  within  the  Uni* 
ted  StAtea  and  the  territories,  firom  said  imports ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  23,  as 
follows : 

Y%A9 — Measrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Hillhouse,  Picker- 
ing,  Plomer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
ley»  Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Giiman,  Howland,  Kitch- 
el,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitdtfll,  Meo(re,  Smith  of  Mary- 
kiid.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  second 
fcaolotion  submitted  yesterday ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  follows : 

lUgohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies  of 
such  letters  as  have  passed  between  the  Sxecntive  of  the 
United  Sutes  and  the  Fieneh  Minister,  relative  to  the 
trade  eanied  on  by  the  American  merchants  to  that 
pait  of  St  Domingo  called  Hay  ti* 

It  paaeed  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  21,  as 
follows : 

Tkas — ^Mescs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Hillhouse,  Picker- 
ing, Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Stone,  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wright 

Nats — Meesrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Howland^  Kitchel,  Logan, 
MadAV,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  Yorkf  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
abilL  entitled  ^An  act  regulating  boads  given  by 
marsnals ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read^  and  ordered  to  the  second 
lag. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cooside ration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tereoarse  between  the  united  States  and  the 
Freneh  ialaod  of  St.  Domingo ;  and  a  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  all  the  words  reported  by  the 


special  committee  as  a  second  section,  after  the 
word,  "that,"  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  sub- 
stitute an  amendment ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  6. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fbcsident  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaeniatwes  of  the  United  States  .* 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  January  17th,  a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  November  has  been  received  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
London,  covering  one  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  that  Government,  which,  being  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  Message,  is  now  transmitted  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Congress.  Although  nothing  forbids  the 
substance  of  these  letters  from  being  communicated 
without  reserve,  yet,  so  many  ill  effects  proceed  from  the 
publications  of  correspondences  between  Ministers  re- 
maining still  in  office,  that  I  cannot  but  recommend 
that  these  letters  be  not  permitted  to  be  formally  pub- 
lished. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FXBRUART  6,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations;  and, 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  and  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  accompanying  the  same, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  their 
opinion,  whether  West  Florida  was  or  was  not 
included  in  tbe  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  by  the  treaty  with  France,  concluded 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  together  w^h  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  such  an  opinion  may  be  sup- 
ported ;  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
8,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  HilBionsey 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Fenner,  Gaillard,  Giiman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan, Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York^  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore tbe  Senate  the  instructions  given  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinckney,  late  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Court  of  Spain,  together  with  the  facts  and  ur- 
guments  exhibited  by  them,  in  their  negotiation,  in 
support  of  their  claims  to  territories  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  river  Perdido,  and  of  territory 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  the 
Rio  Bravo ;  the  essay  of  Mr.  Cevallos,  the  Minister  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  answer  to  our  Ministers,  in 
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relation  to  the  western  limits ;  and  any  other  docn- 
ments  in  his  possession,  tending  to  estabii^  tiie  right- 
iRil  boundaries  of  Louisiana. 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  February  7. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitchill, 
Stone,  and  Worthington,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUSE  presented  the  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Mix.  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  wounded  in  that  service,  and  praying  that  his 
pension,  for  the  remainder  or  his  life,  may  be  made 
equal  to  a  lieutenant's  half-pay,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  netition  ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making 
provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
Inown  wounds  received  in  th«  actual  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war,'' 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations  3  and, 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  renew  our  negotiations  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  bring  every 
flobject  in  controversy  between  the  two  countries  to  a 
speedy  termination,  equally  advantageous  to  both." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words 
1^  two  millions."  section  one,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
insert  "one  million;"  a  division  was  called  for, 
and  the  question  on  striking  out  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gil- 
man,  Hillhottse,  Logan,  Mitchttl,  Piekering,  Plumer, 
Stone,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messn.  Anderson,  Baldfidn,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Oaillard,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thraston,  Turner,  Worth- 
higton,  and  Wright. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  applied  "  in  the  first  section,  the  words 
"for  the  purchase  from  the  Spanish  Government 
of  their  territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  river 
Mississippi,"  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  9, 
nays  20,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Gilman,  Hill- 
house,  Pickering,  Phimer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Navs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Fenner,  Gaillard,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Maday,  Moore, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
nessee, Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thniston, 
IVirner,  Worfimigton,  and  Wright  | 


On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negatrre. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenoec^ 
GaiUard,  Rowland^  Kitobel,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  TeuDMsea, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Thniston,  Turner,  Worthington, 
and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayaid,  Gthsan,  fiitt- 
house,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Txa^,  and 
White. 

So  it  was  Resohed,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hou.se 
of  Representatives  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  this  bill. 


Monday,  February  10. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and,  having  amended  the 
report,  it  was  in  part  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly  ^  ai^d  the  bill 
having  been  further  amended, 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  t^e  House  of  Re(H«seataiive« 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  December,  1804,  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  from  foreign  ports;"  also^  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensatioa  of 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentft* 
tives;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  for  consideration  were  ' 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  31st  of  January  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Amenean 
seamen,  reported  it  without  amendment, 

Mr.  Thrdston,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bUl,  entitled, 
"  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  refmmed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  captain 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  word  ''  that,"  in  the  third 
line,  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert — 

**  Seth  Harding,  formerly  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  war  of  the  Revola^oii, 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States^  and 
receive,  from  the  first  of  Januaiy  last,  Ibr  and  duriag 
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ym  Ufe,  a  pewutn  of  the  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  ahipa 
of  tmmty  goBB  and  upwanki  according  to  the  pay  es- 
Ifthlidied  1^  the  resolution  of  Congreis  of  the  I5th  of 
NofMDber,  IT76:" 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motioD  to  agree  to  the  finalpassii^e  of  this 
Mi,  it  was  determined  in  the  affurmatiTe — yeas 
tBf  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Meaen.  Adair,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
GaiUardy  Hilihouae,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay, 
JfitehiH,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sum- 
ftv,  Thnuton,  Tanwr,  White,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

Nats— MttffB.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Phooer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  and 
Aleae. 

So  it  was  RetoioeeL  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  tiiat  the  title  thereof  be  ^An 
aet  lor  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  a  captain  in  the 
Naf7  of  the  United  States." 


Tt3E8DAY,  February  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  officers  of  tl^  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,''  was  read  the  second 
ttme  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tract,  Anderson, 
and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  decuiriilg  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley.  Ander- 
son and  Tbact,  to  consider  and  report  tnereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  31st  daj  of  December,  1804.  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  authorizing  the  City 
Comeii  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  OB  the  tonnage  of  yesseb  from  foreign  ports," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gaillard,  Stonb,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  cousideration  the  resolu- 
tions proposed  on  the  19th  of  December  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  opening  one  or  more  land  offices  in  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee,  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  that  State  on  which  the  Indian 
title  shall  have  been  extinguished ;  and  they  were 
rderred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Tracy,  and  Ander- 
son, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

The  bill  making  provbion  for  the  compensation 
of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
scatatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  ttlief  of  the  Gk)Yernor,  Secretary,  and  Judges, 
of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
of  the  rtrer  Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  island 
af  St.  Domingo,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
I ;  and  the  biU  was  committed  to  Messrs. 


Baldwin,  Logan,  and  Bradley,  further  to  con** 
sider  and  report  tnereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  the  fourth  instant  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
United  States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  having  adopted 
the  amendments,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 


Wednesoay,  February  12. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  were  considered  and  adopted ;  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

Mr.  MiTOfliLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  seventh  instant,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marsnals," 
reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relaliog  to  the  salaties  of  the 
judges  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  consideration 
theseof  was  postponed. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  fixeeotive  busi- 
ness, the  following  resolution  was  submitted  br 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland;  and  having  been  reao, 
was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration : 

Reeohfed,  That,  from  and  after  the day  of— 

next,  it  shall  not  be  lawibl  to  import  into  the  United 
Stately  on  board  any  foreign  sh^,  any  goods,  want,  or 
iMrchandise^  other  than  snch  as  are  £e  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  mannfactme,  of  the  nation  to  which  such  for- 
eign ship  dudi  belong,  except  on  board  the  ships  <tf  suoh 
fimign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  mto  theii 
ports  of  goods,  although  they  are  not  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  in^he  ships 
or  vMsels  of  the  United  Stotes. 

Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor^ 
row,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed 
by  forei^  Ministers  within  the  United  States. 

The  Dill,  entitled  ^^An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  lim<* 
ited  time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories 
thereof."  was  resumed ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  postponed  until  the  first  day  of 
March  next. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, of  the  fifth  instant,  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  of  the  new  principles  assumed  by 
the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels,  in  their  prizQ 
courts,  to  wit : 

1.  RtBohed,  That  the  capture  and  condemnation, 
under  the  orders  of  the  British  Government,  and  adju- 
dications of  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  of  American  vee* 
sels  and  their  cargoes,  en  the  pretext  of  their  being  em- 
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ployed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States,  a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time 
of  peace ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such  Ame- 
rican citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained 
by  these  captures  and  condemnations;  and  to  enter  into 
such  arrangements  with  the  British  Government,  6n 
this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting  between  the  two 
nations,  and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  citi- 
zens, by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  by  law  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  the  follow- 
ing goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  being  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  that  is 
to  say :  woollens,  linens,  hats,  nails,  looking  glasses, 
mm,  hard-wares,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes,  ribbons, 
silks,  and  plated  and  glass-wares.  The  said  prohibi- 
tion to  commence  from  the day  of ,  unless 

previously  thereto  equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made 
between  the  two  Governments,  on  the  dijSTerences  sub- 
sisting between  them  ;  and  to  continue  until  such  ar- 
rangements shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

Oq  motion  to  ameod  the  first  resolution  report^ 
ed  by  the  committee,  as  follows : 

Resohed,  That  the  capture  of  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  for  the  adjudication,  under  the  orders  of 
the  British  Government,  and  their  condemnation  by 
their  Courts  of  Admiral^,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
inrohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion  upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States,  a  violation  of  their  neutral  righta,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence : 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

And.  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  first  resolu- 
tion, as  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was  deter- 
mined unanimously  in  the  affirmative—yeas  28, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Brad- 
ley, Gaillard,  Gilman,  HHlhouse,  Rowland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthington,  and  Wright, 


Thursday,  February  13. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Clark,  John  Hays,  and  John  Dawson  and 
others,  purchasers  of  lands  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  extension 
of  the  lime  for  their  future  payment,  and  a  remis- 
sion of  interest  on  their  several  instalments,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  be  referred  to  the 


committee  appointed  on  the  16th  of  January  last. 
on  petitions  of  a  similar  nature,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  of  January  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  extending  the  powers  of 
the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana," reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  thesalariesof  the  judges 
of  New  Orleans ;  and  the  bill  was  amended,  and 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  consent  ci 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  *An  act  to  empower  the  board  of  wardens 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned." 

The  bill  brought  up  for  concurrence  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  "  of  the  post  roads  which 
have  not  produced  i>ne-third  part  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  biail  upon  them  during  the  last  year;" 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  29th  of  January  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,"  reported 
amendments;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
Gershom  Craft,  President  of  the  American  Con- 
vention for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
praying  certain  additional  provisions  to  the  laws 
on  that  subject;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do^ 
mingo,  reported  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of 
North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amend- 
ments. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS* 
Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Adams 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the  United 
States ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  Ste.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  entitled  to  enjoy  within  the  United  States  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  a  intign  Minister^  shall 
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commit  msj  nolation  of  the  municipal  laws,  which,  if 
eommitted  by  a  person  amenable  to  the  ordinary  judi- 
cial tnthority  of  the  place  where  such  Ambassador, 
lliuffter,  or  other  person,  may  be  at  the  time  of  com- 
mittiiig  sach  oflence,  would  be  indictable  by  a  grand 
joiy^  sBd  poni^able  by  death,  by  corporal  punishment, 
or  by  impriaonment  or  confinement  to  labor,  the  Presi- 
ieat  of  the  United  States  upon  application  made  to  him 
Ij  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  sach  offisnce  may  be  committed,  or  upon  the 
ocMnplmint  to  him  of  any  person  injured  or  aggrieved 
by  Mich  offence  so  committed,  and  upon  proof  of  the 
fiucts,  aatisfactory  to  the  said  President,  being  furnished 
to  bim  in  support  of  such  application  or  complaint,  shall 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  demand  of  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  said  offending  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person,  justice  upon  the  offender,  and  repara- 
tion to  any  person  or  persons  thus  injured  or  aggrieved ; 
and  in  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  said  Sover- 
eign, to  comply  with  such  demand  for  justice  and  repa- 
ration, the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
lorther  authorized  to  order  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  so  offending,  to  depart  from  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  to  send  him  home 
to  lu8  Sovereign,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offence,  and  at  his  the  said  President's  discretion. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,,  if  any  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
tiie  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  shall,  within  the  United  States  or  the 
Territories  thereof,  commit  any  act  of  hostility,  or  enter 
into  any  conspiracy  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  shall  personally  insult  or  treat  with 
disrespect  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  the  said  President  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized,  at  his  discretion,  to  order  the  said  Ambas- 
sador, Minister,  or  other  person  so  offending,  to  with- 
draw from  the  seat  of  Government  and  the  Territory  of 
Coiombia,  or  to  depart  from  the  United  States  and  the 
Territories  thereof;  and  in  case  of  refrbsal  or  neglect 
by  such  Ambassador,  Minbter,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, to  obey  such  order  within  a  reasonable  time,  of 
which  the  said  President  shall  judge,  the  said  President 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  further  authoriaed  to  send  the 
said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid, 
borne  to  his  Sovereign;  and  in  either  case  to  demand 
of  the  said  Sovereign  the  punishment  of  such  oflfending 
Amiwssador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid;  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  offence, 
and  c(mformably  to  the  law  of  nations. 

Sac. -3.  And  belt  further  enacted,  That,  in  every  case, 
when  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall,  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  order  any  foreign  Ambassa* 
dor,  Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
the  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  to  withdraw  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  Territory  of  Columbia ;  or  to  depart  from 
the  United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  shall 
send  any  such  offending  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid,  home  to  his  Sovereign ;  the  said 
President  shall,  in  the  order  given  to  such  Ambassador, 
Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid  to  depart,  or  to 
withdraw,  signify  the  offence  upon  which  such  order 
shall  be  foui^ed ;  and  shall  assign  to  the  Sovereign  of 
the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, the  reasons  for  which  such  order  shall  have  been 
given,  or  for  which  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or 
e<her  person  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sent  home ;  particu- 


larly specifying  that  such  proceedings  are  not  on  ac- 
count of  any  national  differences,  but  on  account  of 
the  personal  misconduct  of  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  aforesaid. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  5th 
instant,  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  which  relates  to  the 
spoliation  of  our  commerce^  and  of  the  new  prin- 
ciples assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Admir- 
alty, was  resumed. 

Mr.  Israel  Smith  said  that  he  was  extremely 
sorry  that  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  assent 
to  the  second  resolution ;  because  he  viewed  it  of 
great  importance  that  there  should  be  uaaoimity 
upon  a  subject  of  this  nature.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  it  from  any  CoDstiiutional  objection, 
arising  from  a  belief  that  the  Senate  had  no  ri^ht 
to  give  their  advice  and  consent  to  the  Executive 
as  to  the  course  and  conditions  upon  which  they 
desired  that  an  accommodatioa  might  be  brought 
about  \  but  he  was  opposed  to  it  from  the  peculiar 
impropriety  of  so  doing,  deduced  from  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case,  as  it  now  presented  it- 
self for  consideration.  It  would  be  recollected 
by  the  Senate,  that  many  of  our  complaints 
against  the  British  Government  were  of  long  con- 
tinuance; that  they  had  been  the  subject  of  our 
pointed  and  repeated  remonstrances,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen;  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  they  bad 
committed  vast  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  not 
under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  their 
subsequent  transactions  with  our  Government 
have  acknowledged;  but  under  the  authority  of 
the  particular  orders  of  their  Government,  there- 
by subjecting  the  property  of  our  merchants  upoa 
the  high  seas,  not  only  to  the  restrictions  and  lor- 
feitures  incurred  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  also 
exposing  it  to  all  the  vexations  and  forfeitures 
growing  out  of  the  caprice  of  British  orders  of 
capture.  The  late  encroachments  on  our  rights 
as  a  neutral  nation,  and  which  are  now  the  sub- 
ject of  consideration,  are  of  a  nature  similar  to 
thcMie  we  have  before  experienced,  and  proceed 
from  the  same  unwarrantable  cause ;  and,  further^ 
are  continued  in  full  force  and  operation  at  the 
very  moment  our  Government  is  pressing  upon 
their  consideration  the  injustice  of  their  proceed* 
ings,  by  argument,  too  strong  and  convincing  to 
admit  of  doubt.  And  how  are  they  answered  1 
By  procrastination,  and  hints  that  the  necessity 
of  the  case  is  a  sufficient  justification.  The  Ex- 
ecutive, indignant  at  this  evasion>  and  despairing 
of  redress  by  any  further  appeal  to  their  justice 
and  magnanimity,  has  turned  to,  the  National  Le- 
gislature, and  informed  them  that  what  remained 
to  be  done  on  this  interesting  subject  must  rest 
on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Congress.  We 
have  already  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  is  an  "  unpro- 
voked aggression  on  our  neutral  rights."  What, 
then,  he  asked,  would  be  the  measures  looked  for 
from  this  body,  as  proper  to  repel  this  outrage? 
Could  aay  one  expect  that  the  first  thing  sug- 
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gested  to  their  miad  would  be,  that  the  Executive 
should  again  immediately  renew  the  negotiation? 
Has  he  not  already  told  us.  that  he  despairs  of  ob- 
taining redress  by  a  simple  appeal  to  their  jus- 
tice and  magnanimity  ?  Or,  is  this  resolution  to 
be  understood  as  speaKing  to  the  Executive  a  lan- 
guage like  this :  You  have  not  ably,  zealously, 
and  perseveringly  exercised  the  powers  Tested  in 
you  by  the  Constitution,  to  bring  about  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings 
subebting  between  the  two  Grovernments;  or  you 
are  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  stipulating  an  indemnification  for  the  losses 
our  merchants  have  already  sustained.  Or,  that 
there  is  some  avenues  to  a  sense  of  justice  in  this 
nation,  which  you  have  not  sufficiently  attempted. 
Surely  language  like  this  is  disrespectful.  We 
ought  not  to  adopt  a  resolution  on  a  subject,  as 
important  as  the  present,  without  being  able  to 
assign  a  substantial  reason.  Are  we  fearful  that 
the  Executivcj  after  we  have  afforded  the  neces- 
sary legislative  impulse  to  this  negotiation  will 
be  slack  or  unskilful  in  the  application  of  it  ?  Or 
do  we,  by  these  officious  instructions,  wish  to  der- 
ogate from  his  merit  by  arrogating  to  ourselves 
that  applause  to  which,  upon  a  successful  and  sat- 
isfactory negotiation,  he  will  be  justly  entitled  ? 
Mr.  S.  hoped  that  no  consideration  of  this  sort 
would  influence  the  Senate.  He  believed  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Executive,  when 
furnished  with  the  necessary  aid,  to  pursue  nego- 
tiation so  long  as  the  least  gleam  of  hope  of  suc- 
cess remained.  Beyond  t^t,  no  one  conld  ask 
him  to  persevere.  He  believed  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  entertained  the  same  opinion. 
Where  then,  he  asked,  is  the  use  of  this  requisition 
to  the  Executive?  Is  it  to  be  understood,  as  has 
been  partially  hinted  by  one  honorable  member, 
that  there  is  no  legislative  aids  which  the  Execu- 
tive, or  this  nation,  can  wisely  resort  to  on  this 
occasion  ?  Are  we  to  be  told  that  Congress  have 
no  power  to  lay  duties  on  exports,  or  in  short, 
that  our  powers  are  insufficient ;  or  that  we  are 
too  weakj  or  too  dependent  as  a  nation,  to  contend 
for  our  rights?  We  therefore  recommend  it  to 
the  Executive,  (after  having  secured  our  mer- 
chants for  past  depredations,)  to  enter  into  such 
arrangements  and  stipulations  upon  points  in  con- 
troversy by  mutual  sacrifices;  such  as  shall  be 
likely  to  meet  and  promote  the  views  of  both  par- 
ties, and  thus  recommend  justice  to  be  sacrificed 
to  peace.  For,  he  asked,  what  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  that  nation,  or  depredations 
upon  the  property  of  its  subjectSj  have  we  to  give 
up,  for  the  purchase  of  this,  our  indubitable  right, 
as  a  neutral  nation,  which  they  have  so  flagrantly 
and  frequently  violated  ?  He  hoped  there  was  no 
disposition  in  the  Senate  to  commute  any  of  our 
rjffhts  as  a  nation,  by  sacrifices  to  any  of  the  con- 
siderations before-mentioned,  and  in  a  particular 
manner,  by  any  abandonment  uf  principles;  and 
yet  it  appeared  to  him,  if  there  is  any  pertinency 
in  the  resolution,  this  must  be  the  interpretation. 
He  observed  it  was  extremely  unwise  to  speak 
this  language,  both  as  it  related  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  with  which  we  hafe  to  con- 


tend. The  latter  will  easily  read  in  this  resolu- 
tion  the  course  which  the  Senate  wish  to  pursue, 
and  efforts  will  be  made  accordingly.  Should  it 
not  be  in  unison  with  the  views  of  the  Executive 
of  our  own  Government,  it  will  weaken  instead 
of  strengthening  his  exertions  for  the  public  good. 
We  have  already  experienced  the  evils  resulting 
from  too  great  an  anziety-to  enter  into  commerciu 
regulations  with  that  nation.  A  former  treaty 
stipulated  an  indemnity  to  our  merchants  for  sim- 
ilar depredations ;  that  indemnity  has  ultimately 
devolved  on  our  own  Government.  We  pur- 
chased the  miserable  commercial  privileges  of 
that  treaty  (if  it  contained  any,)  at  the  expense  of 
our  neutrality ;  and  by  doing  violence  to  the  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  us  by  that  neutrality,  drew 
down  upon  ourselves  the  resentment  of  a  power- 
erful  nation,  which  involved  an  expense  of  more 
than  ten  million  of  dollars.  He  observed  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Government,  in  his  opinion,  to 
insure  our  merchants  against  any  depredations 
which  the  utmost  rapacity  of  the  British  woukl 
be  llkeiv  to  invite,  than  again  to  enter  into  the  un* 
equal,  the  shameful,  and  wicked  stipulation  of  the 
former  treaty.  He  said  gentlemen  were  not  to 
understand  that  he  was  for  actual  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain.  He  deprecated  war  as 
much  as  any  man.  If  mild  measures  are  adopted, 
the  more  certain  will  be  the  calculation  of  a  per- 
severance in  them ;  and  without  a  spirit  of  per- 
severance little  can  be  hoped  from  any  measure. 
He  hoped  that  Congress  would  be  disposed  on 
this  occasion  to  wield  the  only  weapon  which 
could  promise  success ;  that  they  may  take  such 
measures  as  will  prove  to  Great  Britain  that  the 
United  States  will  ultimately  have  no  commerce 
with  them,  but  upon  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
reciprocity.  This  ground,  if  once  taken,  will  be 
easily  maintained.  It  is  recommended  bv  being 
both  peaceable  and  effectual,  while  all  others  are 
doubtful  and  unequal.  He  concluded  by  hoping 
that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  disrespectful  to  the  Executive,  un- 
necessary, and  inconsistent  with  the  public  good* 
Mr.  ANOBRsofT. — Mr.  President:  The  honora* 
ble  member  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Smith)  seems  to 
entertain  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  indelicate  to- 
ward the  President  of  the  United  States  to  adopt 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  Having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
I  feel  somewhat  bound  to  endeavor  to  obviate  this 
objection ;  having  done  which,  I  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  answer  some  other  objections,  and  offer 
some  reasons  in  favor  of  adopting  the  resolution. 
I  expect  it  will  be  conceded,  that,  if  it  be  Consti- 
tutional to  pass  this  resolution,  it  cannot  be  indel- 
icate toward  the  President.  Let  us  examine  the 
language  of  the  Constitution  upon  this  point 
The  Constitution  says  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties.  Now,  I  contend 
that  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause  is,  that  the 
advice  should  precede  the  making  of  the  treaty, 
and  that  it  was  couched  in  the  language  in  which 
we  find  it,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  as  to  the  principles  upon  which 
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tbe  treaty  should  be  made.  And.  upon  examining 
your  Executive  Journal,  you  will  find  that  this 
eoostniction  was  given  to  the  Constitution  by 
General  Washington,  who,  having  been  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  must  reasonably  be 
supposed  to  have  understood  the  true  intent  and 
metnio^  of  the  Constitution  in  all  its  parts.  And, 
»  far  did  he  extend  the  construction  for  which  I 
contend*  that  the  Executive  Journal  will  show,  in 
order  to  ask  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  a 
treaty  he  contemplated  making,  that,  in  the  year 
1790,  he  abtually  took  his  seat  in  the  Presidential 
chair  of  thb  body,  and  asked  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  upon  sundry  articles,  which  he  proposed 
making  the  basis  of  the  treaty.  Thus  it  would 
seeno,.  that  the  first  President  or  the  United  States, 
in  discharge  of  his  duty,  had  given  the  foregoing 
construction  to  the  Constitution.  Some  inconve- 
nience having,  however,  been  found  to  arise  from 
this  mode  of  asking  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  it 
has  since  fallen  into  disuse.  But  the  latter  prac- 
tice cannot,  nor  ought  not,  be  considered  as  con- 
demning the  construction  of  which  I  conceive  the 
Constitution  is  fairly  susceptible.  Because  the 
construction  given  by  the  first  President  so  imme- 
diately after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution must  be  considered  as  proceeding  from  the 
true  sense  and  correct  opinion  which  he  then  en- 
tertained of  the  respective  rights  of  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

'In  support  of  this  construction,  Mr.  President,  I 
can  also  show,  from  your  Executive  Journals,  so 
late  as  last  session,  that  the  Senate  passed  a  reso- 
lution, requesting  the  President  to  make  a  treat v 
with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  And  althougn 
it  naay  be  said,  that  the  Creeks  not  being  a  foreign 
nation,  it  is  not  an  apposite  case,  I  however  con- 
ceive the  principle  to  be  precisely  the  same.  For 
we  have  always  treated  the  Indians  as  independ- 
ent nations,  and  the  same  proceedings  and  for- 
malities had  uniformly  been  had  in  making  the 
treaties,  and  ratifying  them,  as  have  been  had. 
with  other  nations.  So  much,  Mr.  President,  t 
have  thought  proper  to  say,  in  order  to  show,  that 
if  we  pass  thb  resolution,  we  do  not  offer  any  in- 
delicaev  to  the  President.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
will  oniy  exercise  our  Constitutional  power,  which 
the  peculiar  perilous  situation  of  our  country 
seems  imperiously  to  demand.  I  should  not  have 
taken  up  so  much  time  upon  this  point,  had  not 
the  constitutionality  of  passing  the  resolution  been 
also  objected  to  bv  the  other  honorable  member 
from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Braolet.) 

In  discussing  the  merits  of  the  resolution  now 
trader  consideration,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  great  principle  of  the 
one,  which  has  already  passed  this  Hotise,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  because  this  second  resolution 
is  predicated  upon  the  principle  of  the  first.  In 
the  first  we  declare,  that  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation, under  the  orders  of  the  British  Qov- 
ernment;  and  adjudication  of  their  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, of  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
oa  the  pretext  of  their  beinffemployed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  GreatBritain,  prohibited  in 
time  of  peace,  b  an  unprovoked  aggression  upon 
9th  Con.— 4 


the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence. 

In  order  to  show  that  the  ground  we  have  taken 
is  correct,  I  will  take  leave  to  refer  to  a  book  (en-> 
titled  An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade,  not  open 
in  time  of  peace)  ascribed  to  a  gentleman  hi^h  in 
office,  who  has  deservedly  acquired  great  celebrity 
in  the  political  world.  It  will  be  A)und  that  the 
principle  contended  for  in  the  resolution  I  have 
cited,  obtained  as  early  as  the  first  rise  of  regular 
commerce,  and  was  even  reduced  to  system,  as 
early  as  1338.  To  this  doctrine  Great  Britain 
acceded  by  treaty  with  Sweden,  in  1655,  and  af- 
terwards, in  1674,  she  actually  claimed  and  en* 
joyed  the  benefit  of  a  free  trade,  she  being  at  that 
time  in  peace  and  the  Dutch  in  war  with  France. 
With  what  kind  of  pretext  can  Great  Britain  pre- 
tend to  deprive  us  of  the  exercise  of  the  very  rights 
which  she  herself  has  claimed  and  exercised,  upon 
precisely  the  same  principles?  Besides,  those  neu- 
tral rights  have,  by  constant  and  very  long  usage, 
become  the  established  law  of  nations,  and  have 
from  time  to  time  been  ingrafted  into  many  trea- 
ties even  where  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  party. 
Upon  this  doctrine,  thus  sustained,  we  request  the 
President  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  beinjf  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  time  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  such  American  citizens  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations. It  has  been  objected  that  the  lan- 
guage of  this  resolution  is  too  strong,  that  the 
woi^s  demand  and  insist  go  too  far ;  and  that  the 
absolute  restoration  of  our  vessels,  dbc.  will,  by  these 
words  being  retained,  be  made  the  sinequanonofan 
accommodation  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  we 
were  to  express  ourselves  in  less  forcible  language, 
we  should,  in  my  opinion,  subvert  our  own  prin- 
ciples, and  recede  from  the  high  ground  we  have 
taken,  which  might  eventually  radically  destroy 
our  neutral  rights,  and  completely  paralyze  our 
commerce. 

The  words  demand  and  insist  are  diplomatic, 
and  as  such  most  proper  to  be  used,  and  the  more 
so.  as  they  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  the  principle 
of  the  first  resolution.  But,  Mr.  President,  the 
latter  part  of  this  resolution,  by  which  indemnifi- 
cation may  he  made,  and  new  arrangements  en- 
tered into  with  Great  Britain,  so  far  ameliorates 
those  precedent  words  that  the  President  will  pos- 
sess ample  powers,  according  to  a  true  exposition 
of  the  whole  taken  together,  and  he  will  not,  in 
my  opinion,  be  trammelled  in  the  manner  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  conceives.  In  settling  national 
differences,  it  has  ever  been  necessary,  in  some 
points  to  give  a  little,  and  in  others  to  take,  accord- 
mg  to  the  peculiar  circumstances,  upon  which  the 
negotiation  might  happen  to  turn ;  either  upon  a 
point  of  national  honor,  or  an  interesting  point  of 
national  commerce,  or  both  so  connected  as  not 
well  to  be  severed.  Upon  the  whole, Mr.  President, 
I  do  beiiere  it  will  be  highly  important  that  the 
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Senate  should,  at  this  ioteresting  moment,  express 
their  opinion  upon  our  national  concerns  with 
Great  Britain  in  such  language,  that  the  sense  we 
entertain  of  our  inj  uries  cannot  oe  mistaken.  The 
principles  and  policy  of  our  Governmeot  require 
that  we  should  prefer  negotiation  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  and  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  by  a 
strong  vote  of  this  body,  will  doubtless  add  mat 
weight  to  the  object.  It,  however,  we  should  un- 
fortunately be  driven  to  the  dernier  resort,  I  trust 
we  shall  never  recede  one  point  from  the  ground 
we  have  taken,  as  expressed  in  our  first  resolution. 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted  in  its  full  extent.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  difiereid  wholly  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  (Mr.  Israel  Smith.) 
.  As  the  proposition  recommended  to  the  Senate 
by  the  select  committee  was  now  before  them  in 
its  most  broad  and  extensive  sense,  he  should  ap- 
ply his  remarks  to  the  principle,  rather  than  to  the 
form  of  the  resolution  under  debate. 

Toward  the  end  of  of  1803,  more  than  half  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  our  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  had  ceased.  Since  that 
event  commercial  intercourse  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  two  nations,  under  their  respective  laws, 
without  any  convention  or  pact  between  them. 
Inconveniences  had  been  experienced  in  various 
ways  from  that  time  to  the  present.  An  attempt 
indeed  had  been  made  two  years  ago  to  remove  a 
considerable  part  of  them  by  a  repeal  of  the  counter- 
vailing duties;  but. that  effort  not  corresponding 
with  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  had  been  relin- 
quished. 

The  war  which  was  rekindled  in  Europe  soon 
after  the  expiration  of  the  temporary  articles  of 
the  treaty  had  embarrassed  the  commerce  of  the 
great  maritime  powers,  and  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  neutrals  an  extraordinary  proportion  of  the 
colonial  and  carrying  trade.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  among  others,  had  profited  by  the 
opportunity,  and  engaged  extensively  in  this  neu- 
tral commerce.  But  it  had  been  the  policy  of 
Grea  t  Britain,  the  strongest  mariti  me  nation  among 
the  belligerents,  to  interrupt  this  intercourse  of 
neutrals,  with  the  colonies  of  her  colonies,  as  if 
they  had  been  her  own  colonies.  A  series  of  out- 
rageous proceedings  had  been  the  result ;  such  as 
had  excited  the  most  lively  indignation  against 
them  from  Maine  to  Greorgia,  and  roused  the  na- 
tion with  one  voice  to  resist  and  repel  them. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  enumerate  a  few  of  these 
injurious  principles  and  acts.  The  great  and 
fundamental  regulation,  which  served  as  a  ground- 
work for  a  principal  part  of  the  rest,  was,  that  a 
commerce  allowed  to  neutrals  by  belligerents,  dur- 
ing and  on  account  of  the  war,  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited. The  assumption  of  such  a  rule,  in  con- 
tradiction of  all  the  practices,  acknowledgments, 
and  treaties,  among  civilized  nations,  was  a  dan- 

gerous  innovation  upon  their  public  law.  It  was 
owever  followed  b)r  another  declaration  of  theirs, 
equallv  unfounded  in  truth  and  reason,  and  this 
was,  that,  as  the  adherence  to  the  principle  was 
rightfully  in  them,  they  might  relax  from  the  ob- 
servance of  it  when  they  pleased ;  and  that  such 


relaxations  were  always  acts  of  favor  and  grace 
to  neutrals. 

Another  of  the  extravagant  consequences  of 
this  doctrine  was,  that  the  belligerent  might  in- 
quire into  the  intention  of  the  neutral,  as  to  colo- 
nial produce  exported  from  his  own  country  under 
drawDack,  and  if  he  could  not  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  prize  court,  that  such  produce  was 
originally  imported  into  the  neutral  country  for 
consumption  there,  without  the  design  of  sending 
it  abroad  once  more,  the  ship  and  cargo  should  be 
condemned ;  thus  declaring  that  two  distinct  com- 
mercial operations,  were  one  and  the  same  con- 
tinued voyage. 

So  it  has  been  pretended  and  insisted  by  them 
that  a  vessel  which  has  escaped  their  vigilance  on 
a  voyage  from  the  neutral  to  the  belligerent  port, 
and  has  begun  her  return  voyage  loaded  with  the 
productions  (not  contraband)  of  the  latter  coun- 
try in  exchange  for  the  careo  carried  thither,  may 
be  captured  and  condemned,  under  an  allegation 
that  such  outward  cargo  was  the  produce  of  an 
enemy's  colony.  By  this  means,  the  certificate 
of  origin  as  to  French  produce,  was  made  the  evi- 
dence on  which  the  condemnation  was  grounded 
in  a  British  court. 

The  catalogue  of  grievances,  he  said,  was  long 
and  odious ;  but  he  would  mention  the  oppressive 
manner  in  which  the  British  exercised  the  right 
of  search,  the  unjustifiable  impressment  of  seamen 
wherever  they  pleased  to  take  them,  and  their  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  relative  to  blockaded  ports,  as 
tending  to  wound  the  feelings  of  individuals,  to 
excite  national  irritation,  and  to  revive  those  sen- 
timents of  animosityr  and  hatred  which  had  been 
dyins  away  ever  since  the  Revolutionary  war; 
and  but  for  these  renewed  acts  of  hostility  would 
have  risen  no  more. 

With  all  these  difficulties  in  view,  stated  and 
reiterated  from  all  the  commercial  cities  of  the 
nation,  the  proposition  now  under  consideration 
had  been  reported.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
admonition  to  the  President,  to  make  a  further  ef- 
fort to  accommodate  these  difierences  in  a  just 
and  amicable  way.  The  resolve  which  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously  yesterday,  comprehended 
a  total  denial  of  the  interpolated  maxims,  and  the 
conduct  which  they  authorized.  The  resolution 
now  before  the  Senate  was  a  corollary  from  the 
other.  It  sprang  from  the  former  as  a  natural  in- 
ference. The  two  were  so  intimately  connected, 
that  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the  former  as 
a  favorable  prelude  to  the  reception  of  this.  And 
having  declared  that  unprovoked  aggressions  had 
been  made  upon  the  persons  and  properties  of  our 
citizens,  there  was  an  evident  propriety  in  endea- 
voring to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  ana  settle  the 
differences  by  fair  discussion. 

But  an  objection  had  been  made,  that  the  Sen- 
ate was  about  to  proffer  advice  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  resolution  certainly 
was  written  for  that  purpose,  and  in  this  there 
was  the  strictest  propriety.  For,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, this  body  is  the  council  of  that  hiffh  £x- 
ecutive  officer.  In  questions  touching  our  loreiga 
relations,  the  Senators  are  declared  by  the  su- 
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preme  law  of  the  land  to  be  die  President's  eonn- 
seUors.  In  urgent  and  arduous  cases  it  was  not 
ofdj  allowable  for  them  to  exercise  this  right,  but 
It  was  their  duty  to  do  so.  By  such  a  measure 
there  was  no  reaection  on  the  Chief  Magistrate ; 
/or  it  was  well  known  he  had  vigilantly  and  cor- 
rectly done  his  duty.  He  had  left  nothing  untried 
that  was  in  his  power.  Now,  however,  when 
anotliet  effort  was  to  be  made,  he  believed  the 
President,  though  firm  in  the  performance  of  the 
iflDpo«lant  tmsts  reposed  in  him,  would  be  oomfort- 
ad  and  strengthened  by  the  approving  voice  of  his 
Constitutional  advisers.  With  this  resolution  in 
hiB  hand,  he  would  speak  to  a  foreign  nation  in  a 
bolder  tone,  and  employ  the  energetic  language  of 
ilia  united  fellow-citiz^f. 

Mr.  Nf.  did  not  think,  with  the  geatleman  who 
preceded  him,  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  be  productive  of  discord  j  but,  on  tlie  con- 
trary, would  have  a  happy  tendency  to  promote 
harmony,  byr  a  candid  and  patriotic  communica- 
tion of  sentiments  between  these  two  important 
organs  of  the  Government. 

or  the  three  resolutions  reported  by  the  select 
committee,  the  second,  which  was  the  one  under 
consideration,  was  solely  of  an  Executive  nature. 
The  two  others,  to  wit:  the  first  which  had  pass- 
ed without  a  dissenting  voice^and  the  third  which 
remained  to  be  acted  upon,  were  of  a  Legislative 
complexion.  Togethei^  they  constituted  a  series 
of  measures  adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  nation.  The  first  declared  the  wrongs  done 
«s;  the  second  proposed  to  settle  the  dispute  to 
which  those  wrongs  gave  rise,  by  equitable  ar- 
rangement or  treaty ;  and  the  third  proposed,  in 
ease  do  settlement  could  be  obtained  upon  just  and 
Jionarable  terms,  to  diminish  our  intercourse  with 
a  natioa  whose  administration  was  so  unjust  and 
inflexible.  There  was  another  step  which  might 
have  been  the  subject  of  a  fourth  resolution,  and 
that  was  war.  For  his  part,  he  believed  the  acts 
of  the  cruisers  and  courts  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
were  directly  and  openly  hostile;  and  it  was 
only  necessary  for  us  to  consider  them  so,  to  moke 
ouselves  a  party  in  the  strife  amon^  the  nations. 
AJihough  the  provocation  was  sufficient  to  justify 
iia  in  a  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would 
at  present  prefer  a  different  poHcy.  He  would  in 
Che  first  place  DM^te  another  overture  of  civility ; 
and  if  that  did  not  succeed,  our  eoanexion  oould 
be  diseoatinaed.  If^  after  that,  it  should  be  necea- 
aary  to  put  ooiselves  in  hostile  array,  he  knew 
tJiere  was  courage  enoueh  in  the  nation  to  make 
an  enemy,  now  as  heretofore,  tremble  on  approach- 
nig  our  shores. 

Yiewiag  the  subject  in  this  manner,  and  con« 
eeivlng  the  proposition  as  one  of  a  catenation  of 
measures  on  a  subject  of  great  national  importance 
and  UBcommoa  public  solicitude^  he  was  earnest 
ia  l^is  hope  that  it  would  be  carried,  like  the  pre- 
aediiijg  oiiej  not  by  a  mere  majority ^  but  by  an 
anaoimoas  vote« 

Mr.  Batabd. — Mr.  President,  if  there  be  any 
objection  to  the  resolution  now  before  us,  it  is  that 
it  shcltBrs  the  Executive  Qovemment  from  that 
tttpoaaibiUty  aa  i^  its  measures  which  properly 


ought  to  attach  to  it.  The  duty  prescribed  by  the 
resolution  is  of  an  Executive  nature,  and  the 
President  is  charged  with  the  care  of  those  intet^ 
ests  for  which  the  resolution  provides.  By  pre- 
scribing a  course  of  conduct  to  the  Elxecutive,  we 
release  that  branch  of  Qovemment  from  responsi- 
bility as  to  the  event,  and  take  it  upon  ourselves. 
But,  sir,  though  I  feel  this  obiectioo,  yet  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  outweighed  by  other  con- 
siderations. The  state  of  our  public  affairs  is  criti- 
cal, and  at  s\ich  a  time  I  think  it  becomes  every 
branch  and  member  of  the  Government  to  co-ope- 
rate with  cordiality  and  zeal  in  support  of  each 
other,  and  to  strive  to  do  more  rather  than  Jess 
than  their  respective  duty. 

The  design  of  this  resolution,  sir,  presents  itself 
to  my  mind  in  a  very  different  point  of  view  from 
that  in  which  it  appears  to  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  TMr.  Smith.)  That  honorable  member 
is  opposea  to  it  because  he  thinks  it  gives  just 
cause  of  offence  to  the  President :  That  we  pre- 
scribe to  the  President  a  duty  which  he  ought 
certainly  to  perform  without  our  injunction,  and 
of  consequence  we  betray  doubts  that  he  will  do 
what  belongs  to  his  office  without  our  interference. 
For  my  part,  sir,  I  do  not  consider  the  resolution 
as  intended  in  any  degree  for  the  President,  but 
as  designed  for  thie  British  Government.  I  sup- 
pose without  the  resolution  the  President  would 
take  the  course  which  it  marks  out.  But  we  in* 
tend  to  manifest  by  it,  that  it  is  not  simply  the 
opinion  of  the  President  that  specific  redress 
should  be  granted  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffer^ 
ed,  but  that  it  is  the  concurrent  sense  of  this 
branch  of  the  Gk)vernment,  that  such  redress 
should  be  insisted  on.  I  do  not  mean  that  we 
should  be  considered  as  offering  an  empty  menace 
to  the  British  cabinet,  but  a  demonstration  of  the 
union  of  different  branches  of  our  Government  in 
demanding  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  done  us. 
Foreign  Governments  calculate  much  on  our  di- 
visions, our  union  will  disappoint  those  calcu- 
lations. 

It  has  been  objected  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  that  it  is  improper  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, because  it  is  not  the  ground  of  any  legisla- 
tive proceeding.  The  gentleman  is  too  late  in 
making  this  objection.  He  has  voted  for  the  first 
resolution,  which  less  than  the  present  is  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  act.  At  present  it  is  designed  only 
as  the  declaration  of  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  foreign  nation.  But  I  am  not  disposed 
to  admit  that  these  resolutions  may  not  beccMne 
the  ground  of  a  legislative  act.  It  belongs  to 
Congress  to  declare  war,  and  when  I  give  my  as- 
sent to  these  resolutions,  I  consider  myself  as 
pledged  to  vote  for  war,  if  redress  is  not  granted 
to  us*  la  adopting  the  first  resolution,  we  have 
gone  too  far  to  recede.  We  have  declared  that 
unprovoked  aggressions  have  been  committed  on 
the  property  of  our  citizens — that  our  neutral 
rights  have  been  violated  and  our  national  inde- 
pendence trenched  upon.  This  unanimous  dec- 
laration is  recorded  in  y^our  journals ;  and  can  we 
hesitate  whether  we  will  bear  the  wrongs  and  af- 
iionts  put  upon  us,  or  hazard  theperil  of  a  war  1 
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Can  we,  sir,  after  the  declaratioD  which  we  have 
madej  sit  qoietly  down  and  console  ourselves  with 
the  meek  virtue  of  sufierin?  with  forbearance  ? 
For  what  purpose  have  gentlemen  agreed  to  the 
first  resolution  ?  To  show  the  world  we  knew  the 
extent  of  our  injuries,  yet  from  Indolence  or  dread 
we  meant  they  should  pass  unredressed  and  una- 
venged ? 

I  hope,  sir,  it  will  not  be  thought  that  I  wish 
for  warj  or  would,  without  adequate  cause,  plunge 
the  nation  into  it.  I  am  contending  onl^  that  we 
must  learn  to  insist  upon  our  national  rights,  or, 
by  and  by,  none  will  belong  to  us.  We  must  learn 
to  defend  our  honor  as  a  people,  or  soon  we  shall 
be  without  national  character.  We  are  best  pro- 
tected against  war  when  it  is  known  that  we  are 
ready  to  meet  it.  Let  the  nations  of  Europe  know 
that  a  love  of  ease,  a  dread  of  disaster,  or  an  ap- 
prehension of  privations,  chain  you  to  a  state  of 
peace,  and  they  will  drain  your  treasury  of  its  last 
cent,  and  make  you  drink  the  dregs  of  humiliation. 

I  hope  the  Uovernment  will  never  go  to  war 
without  a  just  and  sufficient  cau^e.  But  when 
that  cause  does  exist,  I  hope  the^  will  not  be  ap- 
palled by  the  dangers  or  calamities  of  war.  The 
resolution  before  us  is  not,  however,  a  declaration 
of  war.  We  have  stated  in  the  first  resolution 
the  wrongs  we  have  sufiered,  we  here  state  the 
redress  we  expect.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  reso- 
lution enjoins  on  the  President  any  particular 
mode  of  negotiation,  or  to  demand  any  specific 
satisfaction.  But  it  requires  something  substan- 
tial; direct,  satisfaction, or  equivalent  indemnity, 
and  some  assurance  of  future  security. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  because  I  think 
It  will  facilitate  the  negotiations  of  the  President. 
When  it  is  seen  that  we  are  united  in  insisting 
upon  our  rifi^hts,  that  rather  than  abandon  them 
we  are  resolved  to  encounter  any  alternative,  it 
must  create  an  impression  and  serious  reflection 
abroad.  The  resolutions  justify  the  President  in 
speaking  in  a  manly  tone  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  holding  a  language  worthy  of  a  great  and 
free  people,  and  I  therefore  give  them  my  cordial 
support. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  now  adjourned. 

Friday,  February  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, entitled  'An  act  to  empower  the  board 
of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Maclay,  Mitchill,  and  Logan, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  Smith,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  Houi^e  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  <^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 


ernor, Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  5th  instant, 
on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  State  which  relates  to  the  violation  of 
neutral  rights,  and  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen. 

The  second  resolution  being  still  under  consid- 
eration, as  follows : 

«<  2.  Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  demand  and  imist  upon  the  rettora- 
tion  of  the  property  of  their  dtizene,  captured,  and 
condemned,  on  the  pretext  of  ite  beings  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace .-  and  upon  the  indemnification  of 
such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  those  captures  and  condemnations .-  and 
to  enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, on  this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  respecting 
the  impressment  of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States, 
and  manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that 
justice  to  which  they  are  entitled." 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON — On  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  I  confess 
I  feel  more  opposed  to  it,  and  do  believe,  on  the 
whole,  it  will  be  best  not  to  pass  it  in  its  present  form. 
The  resolution  must  mean  something,  or  it  must 
mean  nothing.  It  must  intend  to  convey  to  the 
President,  the  opinions  and  advice  of  this  body, 
or  not  to  convey  it.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  intended  to 
convey  to  the  President  the  opinion  and  advice  of 
the  Senate,  which  is  certainl3r  mv  understanding 
of  it,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  a  little  before  they 
adopt  it.  The  advice  of  this  Senate  I  trust  will 
never  be  given  to  the  President  without  having  the 
desired  effect;  and  let  me  add,  sir,  that  from  the 
intimate  connexion  which  exists  between  this 
and  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  I 
must  believe  that  the  President  would  not  feel 
himself  justified,  nor  would  he  be  willing  to  take 
so  much  responsibility  on  himself  as  entirely  to 
reject  it.  Sir  I  could  not  justify  him  if  he  did. 
We  are  equally  responsible  with  him  in  our  Execu- 
tive capacity,  and  can  we  for  a  moment  beliere 
that  he  would  act  contrary  to  the  decided  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  who  can  at  all  times  control  or  de- 
feat him  by  rejecting  a  treaty  made  contrary  to 
their  advice  and  opinions?  what,  sir,  is  the  ob* 
ject  of  the  resolution  7 

We  request  the  President  <*  to  demand  and  io- 
sist  upon  the  restoration  of  the  property  of  their 
citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pretext 
of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and 
upon  the  indemnification  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
these  captures  and  condemnations:'*  and  aAer- 
wards  "  to  enter  into  saeh  armgements  with  tbe 
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British  €k>TeriiiDent,  on  this  and  all  other  differ- 
ences subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  (and 
ptrticalarly  respecting  the  impressment  of  Ame- 
ncan  seamen,)  as  may^  be  consistent  with  the 
hoDorand  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  mani- 
fest their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and 
their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  jus- 
ace  to  which  they  are  entitled." 

To  my  mind,  sir,  the  resolution  seems  to  be  at 
war  with  itself.  It  is  not,  Mr.  President,  the  bold 
groQDd  taken  by  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  to 
which  I  object  It  is  not,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  demanding  or  insisting  on  our  rights ;  but  it  is 
because  I  fear  the  resolution  taken  together  will 
embarrass  the  Executive  in  neffotiatioff  a  treaty  to 
9etde  our  differences.  A  genueman  from  Mary- 
knd  has  told  us,  and  we  know  the  fact  is  so^  that 
there  are  several  subjects  on  which  negotiation  is 
necessary.  At  present  we  know  we  have  no  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  this 
sabject  is  intended  to  be  embraced,  (and  I  so  un- 
derstand it)  by  the  resolution,  and  if  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  it  should,  let  us  be  more  explicit. 
We  have  such  a  treaty  with  Holland,  Spain,  and 
Krance,  and  I  confess  I  see  no  good  reason  why 
we  should  not  have  one  with  Great  Britain  if  it 
e«n  be  made  on  terms  which  will  promote  the 
matual  interests  of  the  two  nations.  Indeed,  I  can- 
sot  imagine  how  we  are  to  £;et  along  without  con- 
tinual jarrings,  and  probably  ultimate  war,  with 
all  itseoncomitant  evils,  unless  we  know  theff round 
on  which  we  are  placed.  Whilst  I  should  deplore 
an  event  of  this  kind,  yet  if,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  honor  and  interests  of  my  country 
made  it  necessary,  I  hope  I  shall  be  found  among 
those  who  would  firmly  resent  the  insult  and  vin- 
dicate the  injuries  of  any  nation  on  earth.  With 
so  wide  a  field  for  negotiation,  with  so  many  im- 
portant objects  to  accomplish,  I  submit  it  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Executive  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  If  the 
resolution  passes,  the  President  must  in  every 
event  ^  deniand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the  indemnification 
of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and 
dainages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  condem- 
nations. "  This  must  be  made  the  basis  on  which 
all  further  proceedings  are  to  be  founded.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  willing  to  give 
up  the  property  which  has  been  unjustly  taken 
from  our  citizens  without  an  equivalent.  An 
equivalent  may  be  obtained  in  many  ways.  If 
the  resolution  is  adhered  to  by  the  Executive,  a 
restitution  of  the  property  must  be  insisted  on. 
Request  the  President  to  demand  and  insist,  and 
he  must  take  this  ground,  and  this  only,  if  we  pass 
this  resolution.  Although  in  my  opinion  this  res- 
olotion  was  not  intended  to  censure  the  Executive, 
yet,  it  would  seem  to  bear  that  constructioti.  But 
on  this  ground  I  will  not  object  to  it.  It  is  noto- 
rious to  every  gentleman  of  the  Senate  that  the 
Preudeot  has  l^en,  and  is  now  prosecuting  a  ne- 


gotiation on  the  subjects  which  seem  to  be  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  this  resolution,  viz:  the  condem- 
nation of  our  vessels  and  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen.  It  would  therefore  seem  im- 
proper, on  thb  ground,  to  pass  the  resolution  in  its 
present  form.  I  know,  sir,  that  what  has  been  so 
often  and  so  properly  repeated  is  all-important  on 
the  present  subject,  thatis^  that  we  should  be  united 
in  what  we  do.  Wi  th  this  view  and  with  the  hope 
that  the  same  committee  can  offer  to  the  Senate  a 
resolution  varied  in  its  form  from  the  one  before  us, 
and  embracing  the  wishes  of  at  least  a  great  ma- 
jority, and  1  hope  the  whole  Senate,  I  move  that 
the  resolution  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  AuAiR. — Mr.  President,  the  motion  before 
the  Senate  is  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  Gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution as  it  stands,  have  called  upon  us  to  point 
out  the  alterations  we  wish  to  make  in  it,  as  a 
cause  of  commitment;  I  will  do  so  by  stating  my 
objections  to  it  in  its  present  shape.  The  first 
resolution  on  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  which  met  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Senate  two  days  past,  contains  a  mere  declaration 
of  their  opinion  on  an  abstract  principle;  to  this 
resolution  I  fully  and  freely  assent,  although  I  did 
not  vote  for  it,  beinff  that  day  unwell  and  absenL 
But  this  second  resolution,  if  it  is  to  have  any  effect 
at  all,  is  meant  to  convey  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  contains  a  request 
to  him,  not  only  that  he  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
an  adjustment  of  our  differences  by  treaty,  but 
that  prior  to  this  he  will  ^^  demand  and  insist  upon 
the  restoration  of  the  propertyof  our  citizens  cap- 
tured and  condemned  on  the  pretence  of  its  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the 
indemnification  of  such  American  citizens  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures 
and  condemnations;"  that  he  will  enter  into  ar- 
rangements, dbc.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  part 
of  the  resolution  I  object  to.  It  is  going  too  far* 
It  is  circumscribing  the  powers  of  the  President, 
and  tying  him  down  to  a  particular  point.  It  is 
making  that  the  tvne  qua  non^  the  basis  on  which 
alone  he  is  to  treat;  at  least  it  is  doing  this  so  far 
as  an  opinion  of  the  Senate,  expressed  in  this  way, 
can  do  it.  It  really  looks  to  me,  as  if,  on  this  par- 
ticular point  of  the  restitution,  we  were  afrjaid  to 
trust  our  Chief  Magistrate.  I  presume  there  is 
not  a  member  who  hears  me,  who  does  not  fully 
believe  the  captunes  and  condemnations  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution  were  unjust;  that  they  are  an 
infringment  of  our  rights ;  and  that  we  are  enti- 
tled to  restitution.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that 
these  condemnations  are  the  solemn  decisions  of 
a  court  of  very  high  authority  in  Great  Britain; 
a  court  that,  it  is  well  known,  acts  under  the 
councils  (if  not  the  control)  of  the  cabinet.  May 
we  not  then  reasonably  suppose  that  the  British 
Gbvernment  are  as  fully  assured  (in  their  own 
minds)  that  these  condemnstions  are  just  and 
warranted,  under  the  law  of  nations,  as  we  are 
that  they  are  unjust  and  unwarranted;  and  that 
they  will  be  as  unwilling  to  acknowledge  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  world  that  they  have  been 
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wantonly  robbing  us  of  onr  propertjr,  as  we  will 
be  to  acknowledse  that  we  have  paid  so  much 
without  a  cause  f  It  has  been  well  observed  by 
an  honorable  men^ber  from  Tennessee,  that  in 
forming  commercial  treaties  of  this  kind,  there 
wiU  be  various  points  to  consider,  and  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  contend  for  strict  justice  in  every 
punctilio;  arrangements  or  treaties,  when  there 
are  existing  differences  to  settle,  must  always  be 
a  bargain  of  compromise  and  forbearance;  in  one 
point  we  may  give  a  little,  that  we  may  obtain 
an  equivalent  in  another.  So  it  may  turn  out  in 
settling  our  disputes  with  Qreat  Britain.  Why 
then  are  we  not  satisfied  with  expressing  our 
opinion  on  the  great  principle  of  n|rht;  and  leave 
it  altogether  with  our  Chief  Magistrate  to  enter 
into  and  point  out  the  details'? 

It  is  asserted  by  the  advocates  of  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands^  that  the  part  objected  to,  has 
been  virtually  agreed  to  in  the  first  resolution; 
and  that  the  latter  part  of  the  second  resolution 
to  qualifies  the  first  as  to  prevent  it  from  opera- 
ting as  an  instruction  to  or  restriction  on  the 
President.  To  this  1  answer,  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple, so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  British  Government,  is  certainly  contained 
in  the  first  resolution,  and,  therefore,  unnecessary 
to  be  thus  expressed  in  the  second ;  and  if  it  is  not 
intended  to  operate  as  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent, why  is  it  so  anxiously  retained  in  the  reso- 
lution  1  I  can  see  no  other  reason  for  this,  unless 
it  is  intended  as  a  declaration  of  the  Senate,  a 
solemn  pledge  to  be  used  on  some  future  occasion, 
by  the  merchants,  whose  propertv  has  been  thus 
condemned,  to  show  that  we  are  Sound  to  obtain 
restitution  for  them  from  the  British  Government, 
or  to  compensate  them  ourselves.  How  far  this 
may  be  right  is  not  now  for  me  to  say.  It  is  a 
subject  not  now  before  the  Senate,  and  I  think  it 
too  soon  to  make  the  declaration.  Nor  do  I  like 
to  see  such  a  measure  obtain  in  our  resolutions 
by  stealth  as  it  were ;  unnoticed,  because  obscured 
by  the  brighter  blaze  of  more  important  objects. 
In  support  of  the  words  "  demand  and  insist,^  an 
extract  has  been  read  from  a  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself  to  his  Minister  abroad,  in  which  he 
uses  the  same  words.  But  is  there  no  difference 
between  the  President's  acting  officially,  giving 
instructions  to  his  Minister  where  it  is  necesssary 
and  proper  he  should  enter  into  the  details,  and 
our  merely  expressing  an  abstract  opinion  upon  a 
sreat  principle  before  it  officially  comes  before  us  ? 
The  President^  in  using  these  words,  does  it  with 
the  strictest  propriety ;  and  I  trust  when  he  in- 
grtructs  a  Minister  agreeably  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  this  resolution,  that  he  will  make  use  of 
language  equally  strong.  He  shall  meet  with  my 
hearty  approbation,  nor  is  there  any  length  in  my 
power  that  I  will  not  cheerfully  go  to  support  him. 
Yet,  still  I  am  unwilling  to  tie  him  down  to  a 
particular  point,  or  to  express  an  opinion  in  detail 
«pon  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  whicn  if  made  must 
finally  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  appro- 
bation. Let  it  be  remembered  that  in  the  first 
resolution  we  have  solemnly  pledged  ourselves  to 
a  principle  of  right ;  we  are  so  far  bound,  as  the 


Representatives  of  the  nation,  to  defend  this  richt 
to  our  citizens,  or  to  obtain  an  equivalent.  Iliia 
ought  to  satisfy  all.  In  this  second  resolution  we 
request  of  the  President  to  obtain  for  us  the  free 
exercise  of  this  right  by  (reatv.  Let  us  then  con^ 
fide  to  him  the  broad  neld  of  negotiation;  let  us 
not  cramp  him.  Our  rights  are  secure  in  the 
hands  of  the  constituted  authorities.  Should  he 
fail  of  success,  we  all  know  the  consequence ;  the 
next  and  last  alternative  is  war;  to  this  we  aU 
stand  solemnly  pledged,  and  when  it  comes  to 
this,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion* 
Peace  is  the  first  wish  of  our  hearts ;  it  is  the  soul 
of  our  Government.  But  the  man  who  wouM 
not  prefer  war  to  oppression,  to  dishonor  and  in- 
famy, is  not  an  American.  One  word  more,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  done:  It  has  been  conceded 
that  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  vote  is  desira^ 
ble  on  this  subject.  If.  then,  gentlemen  are  ia 
earnest  when  they  say  tnoee  exceptionable  words 
mean  no  more  than  what  is  contained  in  the  first 
resolution,  and  convey  no  special  instruction  to 
the  President,  can  they  not  chance  them  for  others 
equally  strong  as  to  the  principle,  and  that  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  all  ?  Why  not  strike  tbem 
out,  aiHi  in  lieu  of  them  request  the  Prefiid«nt  to 
enter  into  arrangements  agreeable  to  or  in  con* 
fbrmity  to  the  first  resolution  ?  Some  such  altera^ 
tion  as  this  would  certainly  retain  the  whole  idea 
avowed  by  the  advocates  of  the  present  resolution, 
and  as  the  special  direction  and  restriction  woi]dd 
be  left  out,  it  would  meet  with  my  concurrence. 
To  obtain  some  such  alteration,  in  words  that  wtU 
be  agreeable  to  all,  is  the  object  I  have  in  votinjg 
for  the  commitment;  and  as  6ne  day  cannot  ma* 
terially  affect  us,  I  hope  we  will  be  indulged. 

Messrs.  J.  Qoinct  Aoams,  Samuel  SmitB; 
Pickering,  Tract,  and  Maclay,  delivered  their 
sentiments. 

The  motion  to  re-commit  the  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  it,  was  lost^-yeas  15, 
nays  16. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  in  tto^tcs,  from  the  second  to  the  elev- 
enth line. 

Messrs.  S.  Smith,  and  White,  opposed  the 
motion,  which  was  disagreed  to— yeas  13,  Bays 
16,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gayiard, 
Howland,  Logan,  Maday,  Moore,  Plomer,  Smitk  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Gilman, 
HiUhouse,  Kitchel,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White,  and  WrighU 

Mr.  TnansTON  moved  to  postpone  the  resola-* 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  previously  taking  up  and 
acting  upon  the  third,  which  pix)hibit8  the  in* 
portation  into  the  United  States  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactures  of 
Qreat  Britaio,  after  the  —  day  of  — ^-  next,  un- 
less equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

This  motion  was  lost*--yeas  13. 
Messrs.  Israel  Smitb  and  Braoley  then  spoka 
against  agreeing  to  the  resolution.    The  princi* 
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^  groQod  taken  "by  them  was  that  it  became  the 
senate  to  take  stronger  ground,  and  to  adopt  vig- 
oroos  measures,  before  uiey  requested  the  Exe- 
cutive to  resume  negotiation. 

Mr.  Tracy  advocated  the  resolution.  He  did 
not  think  negotiation  exhausted.  He  thought  it 
became  the  Senate  to  make  one  further  attempt 
towards  negotiating  our  differencesJbefore  a  resort 
was  had  to  warlike  measures.  The  President 
would  be  enabled  to  take  this  step,  by  the  Senate, 
who  were  a  branch  of  the  war-declaring  power, 
expressing  their  support  of  the  measures  he  had 
taken,  at  the  same  time  that  they  requested  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiation. 

Mr.  MooRE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
''and  insist ;"  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON  Said  that,  so  modified,  he 
should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  observed  that  he  was  sorry  to  in- 
trude upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate  at  that 
late  hour ;  but  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  induced  him  to  beff  their 
indulgence  for  a  few  moments.  The  gentleman, 
in  the  course  of  his  observatioos,  seems  to  have 
made  two  propositions  as  the  ground  of  his  ob- 
jection^ vi2:  (fiat  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration contains  a  censure  upon  the  President. 
as  not  having  done  his  duty  in  negotiating ;  ana 
that  by  passing  it  we  are  coing  to  sacrifice  the 
honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States  and  its 
citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  in  what  manner  we 
shall  do  either  ?  How  shall  ^e  censure  the  Presi- 
dentl  He  has  negotiated  until  there  appears  no 
prospect  of  obtaining  that  justice  to  wnich  we 
are  entitled;  and  he  has  now  submitted  the  mat- 
ter to  Congress  to  pursue  such  measures  as  shall 
appear  to  them  prudent. 

And  what  are  we  about  to  do  ?  Sir,  we  have 
already  unanimously  passed  one  resolution,  in 
which  we  say  that  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  our  citizens  is  an  unpro- 
Toked  violation  of  our  independence,  and  an  ag- 
irression  upon  the  property  of  our  citizens.  And 
if  that  declaration  is  correct  what  are  we  to  do 
ftirthert  Are  we,  upon  the  strength  of  that  dec- 
laration, to  sit  down  and  fold  our  hands  together, 
and  expect  Britain  to  do  us  justice,  or  are  we  to 
declare  war  ?  Sir,  are  we  prepared  at  this  mo- 
ment to  declare  war?  Will  it  be  wise?  Will  it 
be  prudent,  without  one  effort  to  avoid  it,  with  all 
its  horrors  of  blood  and  destruction?  Are  the 
people  now  prepared  to  meet  it,  without  our  mak- 
ing one  more  attempt  to  negotiate  ?  Will  they 
say  we  have  acted  wisely  ?  I  believe  not.  Sir 
we  are  one  component  part  of  Congress,  who 
Imve  the  sole  power  of  declaring  war;  and  by 
this  resolution  we  are  going  to  say  to  Britain — 
not  by  ourselves,  for  we  are  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion authorized  to  speak  to  foreign  nations  in  this 
way;  but  we  are  about  to  request  the  President, 
in  our  behalf,  and  in  our  name,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  to  say  to 
Britain — you  nave  injured  us  by  your  unprovoked 
aggressions,  and  we  demand  satisfaction.  We 
can  bear  these  insults  no  longer ;  therefore,  make 


us  compensation  for  past  injuries,  and  do  us  jusr 
tice  in  future;  and  we  are  willing  still  to  be 
friends.  Wherein  does  this  censure  the  President? 
He  has  pursued  negotiation  until  he  finds  it  un- 
availing. We  now  ask  of  him  to  make  one  last 
efiort  in  our  behalf,  before  we  appeal  to  the  last 
resort  of  war,  and  I  trust  we  shall  arm  him  with 
power  that  will  give  energy  to  this  last  negotia- 
tion. And  wherein  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the 
honor  of  the  United  States  or  the  interests  of  the 
citizens?  Does  it  sacrifice  our  honor  to  endeavor 
to  settle  our  differences  in  an  amicable  waw 
rather  than  to  fiy  to  arms  and  deluge  the  earth 
with  blood  ?  Will  it  fix  a  stigma  upon  us  in  the 
eyes  of  any  rational  men  or  nations?  I  believe 
not.  And  how  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the  in- 
terests of  our  citizens?  Do  we  do  it  bv  demand*- 
ing  justice  for  them  of  Britain?  I  believe  that 
they  themselves  will  not  view  it  in  that  light, 
when  they  see  it  followed  by  the  third  resolution, 
which  I  hope  will  be  passed.  And  indeed  had  it 
not  have  been  for  the  expectations  of  that  resolu- 
tion being  carried  into  effect,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  give  energy  to  this,  I  should  have  withheld  my 
vote  from  the  first,  fiut,  under  the  full  expectar 
tion  that  the  third  resolution  will  pass,  and  as  I 
do  not  believe  it  contains  any  censure  upon  the 
President,  and  as  I  believe  it  will  do  honor  to  thQ 
United  States  and' will  have  a  tendency  to  secure 
reparation  to  our  citizens,  I  shall  cheerfully  give 
it  my  vote. 

Mr.  SMiTHjOf  Ohio — Mr.  President, although  the 
resolution  on  your  table  cannot  impose  a  new  ob* 
ligation  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  ot  this  country 
in  its  present  form,  yet,  from  its  coincidence  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session — from  its  presumptive  in* 
fiuence  at  home,  and  its  probable  effect  abroad,  I 
am  induced  to  believe  that  its  unanimous  adoption 
is  important. 

The  resolution  ought  not  to  be  construed  into, 
an  inoproper  interference  with  Executive  preroga** 
tive,  for  it  will  not  sustain  that  interpretation.  It 
is  the  Constitutional  right  and  the  daily  practice  of 
the  Senate  to  advise  the  Executive  to  adopt  specifio 
measures^  as  well  as  to  call  for  information  on 
diplomatic  and  legislative  subjects.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution  ?  It  is,  that  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  shall  share  in  the  responsibility 
of  employing  means  to  execute  the  measure  pro- 
posed. This  is  magnanimous,  as  it  is  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  in  adopting  the  re-* 
solution  we  attach  a  high  decree  of  resposibility 
to  ourselves  in  the  effects  to  be  produced. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  seems  to  be  further 
illustrated  on  two  grounds.  1.  "That  the  Presi- 
dent demand  the  restoration  of  the  property  of 
their  citizens,  captured  and  condenmed  on  the 
pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  o£ 
peace;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of, such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages! 
sustained  by  these  captures  and  condenmations." 
What  is  there  in  this  part  of  the  resolution  so  ob- 
jectionable to  honorable  gentlemen?  Is  it  the 
restoration  of  the  captured  property  of  our  citi- 
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zens  ?  No !  Is  it  the  iDdemnificatioD  of  our  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
the  captures  of  which  we  complain  ?  It  cannot 
be.  To  what  then  are  exceptions  taken  ?  Two 
honorable  gentlemen  have  ^iven  the  answer. 
**The  resolution  if  adopted  will  be  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment." This  I  shall  deny,  until  convinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  entering  into  any  resolution  which 
expresses  to  one  branch  of  the  Grovernment  the 
Yiews  and  desires  of  another.  The  freedom  of 
communication  between  the  Legislative  and  Ex- 
ecutive branches  of  the  Gk)vernment,  is  sanctioned 
by  the  law  and  usage  of  all  nations  that  are  free. 
The  resolution  does  not  assume  the  boldness  of  a 
mandate,  but  the  delicate  form  of  a  request.  Having 
obviated  this  objection,  I  contend  that  the  seas  are 
the  high-road  of  the  world,  and  that  all  nations 
have  a  right  to  use  it.  That  we  ns  a  neutral  na- 
tion have  a  right  to  trade  with  all,  who  are  free 
to  trade  with  us,  except  with  a  blockaded  port 
and  in  articles  contraband  of  war.  England  has 
imposed  a  new  restriction  beyond  the  cases  of 
contraband  and  blockade.  In  her  courts  of  ad' 
miralty,  she  has  taken  a  lawless  distinction  be- 
tween a  trade  in  war  and  a  trade  in  peace;  and 
that  a  trade  not  permitted  in  peace  is  unlawful  in 
war.  I  pronounce  it  an  injurious  regulation  upon 
our  commerce,  and  which  I  trust  our  Government 
will  not  submit  to,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  law 
of  nations  and  a  gross  violation  of  neutral  rights. 
Of  this  new  and  odious  principle,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  justly  complained^  and  I 
wish  the  Senate  to  unite  in  bearing  testimony 
against  it;  and  while  we  do  this,  let  us  resort  to 
the  means  of  remunerating  our  injured  citizens. 
They  have  been  robbed  and  plundered  on  the 
high  seas,  while  sailing  under  the  American  flag 
and  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade.  I  feel  indignant 
at  this  outrage,  and  cannot  silently  and  deliber- 
ately see  our  flag  insulted,  our  seamen  impressed, 
our  citizens  ruined,  and  our  trade  destroyed.  But. 
it  has  been  said,  if  we  adopt  the  resolution  it  will 
restrict  the  President  to  the  strong  attitude  of  de- 
manding the  restitution  of  our  property  taken  by 
British  cruisers,  and  condemnations.  Be  it  so; 
he  will  not  surely  treat  with  them  but  on  the 
ground  of  restitution.  We  have  treated  England 
as  the  most  favored  nation,  in  all  our  commercial 
and  diplomatic  regulations ;  she  has  requited  us 
with  the  imposition  of  insidious  duties,  with  pre- 
datory spoliations  at  sea,  and  illegal  condemna- 
tions on  land.  Our  nation  will  be  avenged,  and  the 
^eatest  objection  which  I  feel  to  the  resolutions 
IS,  that  they  do  not  go  far  enough.  I  would  make 
a  provisional  declaration  of  war,  to  be  carried 
into  effect  with  vigor,  not  only  against  England, 
but  against  Spain,  and  any  other  Power  who, 
under  circumstances  so  aggravated,  refuse  to  re- 
dress our  wrongs.  Sir,  I  must  honestly  confess, 
that  I  deprecate  the  flames  and  ravages  of  war, 
that  I  should  lament  the  necessity  of  involving 
the  nation  as  much  as  any  man;  but,  sir,  I  wish 
it  avoided  on  honorable  terms;  for  rather  than  see 
the  honor  and  the  rights  of  my  country  violated, 
I  would  wade  through  rivers  of  blood  and  fight 


till  doomsday  in  their  defence.  The  second  ground 
of  illustration  appears  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  and  in  the  following  words,  '^  To  enter 
into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, on  this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  American  seamen,) 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their 
citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to 
which  they  are  entitled.^  Until  this  resolution 
came  into  debate,  I  flattered  myself  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  have  adopted  it  unanimously.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  is  so  verv  important  that 
I  could  not  imagine  one  honorable  member  of  the 
Senate  would  be  found  refusing  to  support  it. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  can  a  true  American  be 
indifierent  to  the  depredations  committed  on  our 
neutral  rights,  and  does  not  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen  deserve  the  attention  of  the  Senatel 
Every  member  must  avow  it.  In  what  then  do 
we  diner?  Merely  in  the  phraseology  of  the  reso- 
lution. I  did  hope  for  unanimity  m  the  Senate, 
as  well  upon  the  form  as  the  substance  of  this  reso- 
lution. In  this,  however,  I  am  disappointed,  and 
as  I  cannot  prevent  it,  I  will  sit  down  and  regret  it. 

Messrs.  Logan  and  Pickerinq  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  against 
it ;  when,  after  some  verbal  amendments,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  it,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
resolution  carried — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  HiUhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maday,  Mitcbill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Tracy,  Tomer,  White,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Bradley,  Plnmer,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  Thruston. 

So  it  was  Besolvedj  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  demand  the  restor- 
ation of  the  property  of  their  citizens  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
ill  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  a  time  of  peace ;  and  the  indemninca- 
tion  of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all 
other  differences  subsisting  between  the  two  na- 
tions, (and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment 
of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  honor  an$l  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 


Monday,  February  17. 
Mr.  Maclat,  from  the  committee  to  whom, 
was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  *An  act 
to  empower  the  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage^ 
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for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned,"  reported  the 
biU  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d  of  January  la$t, 
ike  IhU  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  reported  the  bill 
Willi  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
OoTernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Wortbington,  Balowin,  and 
BRAnLEY,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee, 
on  the  12th  instant^  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and,  after 
debate,  postponed. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  representing  that  they 
"have  observed,  with  no  common  degree  of  sur- 
prise and  solicitude, the  numerous  embarrassments 
which  the  navigation  of  the  United  States  hath 
suffered  by  the  adoption  of  new  principles,  respect- 
ing neutral  nations,  in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of 
Grreat  Britain  ;"  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  prosecution  of  such  measures  as 
may  protect  the  commerce  and  defend  the  sea- 
coasts  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  6th  of  January  last,  who  have  un- 
der consideration  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  similar  subjects,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  biii,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  considered,  and.after  debate,  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendment  reported  to 
the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts;" 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  amended 
accordinghr,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  in  the  first  section  thereof  having  been  filled 
with  the  words  "  two  thousand  five  hundred,"  and 
the  blank  in  the  second  section  with  the  words 
^&ve  hundred,"  and  the  bill  fbrther  amended, 

Befolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be.  ^*An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  or  New  Or- 
leans." 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and.  after  de- 
bate, adjourned. 

TuESOAT,  February  18. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction, 
in  certain  cases^  to  State  judges  and  State  courts," 


was  read  the  third  time  as  amended ;  and  having 
been  further  amended, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  do  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jer- 
sey, in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  and  the 
consideration  of  the  amendments  reported  to  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo;  and  the  report  was  in  part  adopted ; 
and  on  motion,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  a  second  section,  amended 
as  follows : 

Bbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  due 
notice  of  this  act,  at  the  several  custom-houses,  no  ship 
or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clearance  for  any 
port  or  place  within  the  island  of  Bt.  Domingo,  and  not 
in  the  actnal  possessidte  of  France,  nor  shall  any  dear- 
anoe  be  granted  for  a  foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly,  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United  States, 
nntil  the  owner,  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shall  give  bond  to  the 
United  BtiteB,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sel and  of  her  cargo,  with  condition  ^at  the  ship  or 
vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be  required,  is  des- 
tined to  some  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  sndh 
part  of  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in 
the  actual  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Government  of  France;  and,  during  the  intended  voy- 
age, shall  not  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, whether  directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  port 
or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the 
island  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  die  actual 
possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government 
of  Fiance ;  and  in  case  of  bemg  forced  by  any  casualty 
into  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdicted,  shall  not,  at 
any  such  pert  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  deliver,  or  unlade 
any  part  of  such  cargo,  except  so  much  as  may  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  requisite  to 
enable  such  vessel  to  proceed  on  her  intended  voyage ; 
and,  generally,  that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  soch 
voyage,  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  com- 
merce with,  or  for,  any  person  resident  within  any  part 
of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  pos- 
session, and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 
France." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sum- 
ter, Turner,  and  Wortbington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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WeiwesdaTj  February  19. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  pursuance  of  a  measure  proposed  to  Congress,  by 
a  Message  of  January  18th,  1803,  and  sanctioned  by 
their  approbation,  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  Cap- 
tain Meriwether  Lewis,  of  ihe  first  regiment  of  in&ntry. 
was  appointed,  with  a  party  of  men,  to  explore  the  river 
Missouri  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  crossing  the 
high  lands  by  the  shortest  portage,  to  seek  the  best  water 
communication  thence  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  aAd  Lieu- 
tenant ClariM  was  appointed  second  in  command.  They 
were  to  enter  into  conference  with  the  Indian  nations 
on  their  route,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  com- 
merce with  them.  They  entered  the  Missouri,  May  14, 
1804,  and  on  the  Ist  of  November,  took  up  their  win- 
ter quarters  near  the  Mandan  towns,  sixteen  hundred 
and  nine  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  latitude 
470  2V  4tT  north,  and  longitude  OS®  24'  46^  west,  from 
Greenwich.  On  the  8th  of  April  1805,  they  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  pursuam^e  of  the  olyects  prescribed  to 
them*  A  letter  of  the  preceding  day,  April  7,  from 
Captain  Lewis,  is  herewith  comnmnicatedw  During 
his  stay  among  the  Mandans,  he  has  been  able  to  lay 
down  the  Missouri,  according  to  eoiuses  and  distances 
ti^en  on  hn  passage  up  it,  corrected  by  frequent  obser- 
vations of  longitude  and  latitude,  and  to  add  to  the 
actual  survey  of  this  porUon  of  the  river^  a  general  map 
of  the  country  between  the  Mtssinnppi  and  Pacific, 
firom  the  34ih  to  the  54th  degrees  of  latitude.  These 
additions  are  fit>m  information  collected  fnm  Indians, 
with  whom  he  had  opportunities  of  eommimicating 
djoring  his  journey,  and  residence  with  theni.  Copies 
of  this  map  are  now  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gvese*  With  these,  I  communicate,  alSo,  a  statistical 
view,  procured  and  forwarded  by  him,  of  the  Indian 
nations  inhabiting  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  and  the 
countries  adjacent  to  its  northern. and  western  borders, 
and  of  other  interesting  circumstances  reelecting  them. 

In  order  to  render  the  statement  as  complete  as  may 
be,  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  add  Dr.  SibleyV  account  of  Uidse  residing 
in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

I  communicate,  also,  firom  the  same  person,  an  ac- 
count of  the  Red  river,  according  to  the  best  inibnna- 
tion  he  has  been  able  to  collect. 

Having  been  disappointed,  after  considerable  prepa- 
ration, in  the  purpose  of  sending  an  exploring  party 
up  that  river  in  the  summer  of  1804,  it  was  thought 
best  to  employ  the  autumn  of  that  year  in  procuring  a 
knowledge  of  an  interesting  branch  of  the  river  caUed 
the  Washita.  This  was  undertaken  under  the  direc- 
tien  of  Mr.  Dunbar,  of  Natdiez,  a  citizen  of  dlstin- 
gui^ed  science,  who  had  aided,  and  continues  to  aid 
us,  with  his  disinterested  and  valuable  services,  in  the 
prosecution  of  these  enterprises.  He  ascended  the  river 
to  the  remarkable  hot-springs  near  it,  in  latitude  34^  31' 
4.  I6\  longitude  92^  50^  45^  west,  firom  Greenwich,  taking 
its  courses  and  distances,  and  correcting  th^n  by  fre- 
quent celestial  observations.  Extracts  from  his  obser- 
vations, and  copies  of  his  map  of  the  river,  from  its 
mouth  to  the  hot-springs,  make  part  of  the  present 
communications.  The  examination  of  the  Red  river 
itself,  is  but  now  commencing. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FfBauAax  19,  1806. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Slate  of 
Massachosetts ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  as  in 
Coramitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Kitch  el, 
Adams,  and  Condit,  to  consider  and  report  upon. 

The  Senate  resutned,  as  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  'An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  having  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  without  amendment,  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees 
of  the  Presbyterian  Congreffation  of  Georgetown," 
in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo :  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  add 
two  new  sections  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsid- 
er the  second  section  adopted  yesterday,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  SmiUi 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Teimessee,  Stone,  Stim- 
ter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  Wortfaington. 


Thursday,  February  20. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Resolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  present  to  him 
the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the  Idth  and  14th  instant, 
February. 

Mr.  Adams^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Minis- 
ters within  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment: 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  Thatwheneyer 
the  President  of  the  Imited  States  shall,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  this  act,  send  any 
foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, so  offending,  home  to  his  Sovereign,  he  shall  issue 
hiB  warrant  to  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  commanding  him  to  pro- 
vide ror  the  departure  of  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  aforesaid,  so  offending :  taking  due 
precautions  to  avoid  all  improper  or  unnecessary  vio- 
lence in  executing  said  warrant.  And  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
are  required  to  be  obedient  to  such  warrant* 
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TVade  ^idith  St,  Domingo. 


SElTATfi. 


Tbe  bill  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  for  eoncurrence,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  iu- 
eorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Oon- 
gregttion  of  Georgetown,"  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

TJie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittce  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
giren  by  Marshals,"  and  the  amendment  of  the 
special  committee  having  been  disagreed  to,  the 
MI]  was  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
aent. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo. 

Mr.  White.— Mr.  President,  the  Senate  hare, 
I  believe,  decided  that  this  question  shall  be  taken 
by  the  yeas  and  nays,  otherwise  I  will  hereafter 
make  to  you  that  motion,  in  order  to  place  upon 
the  joumab  my  vote  against  a  bill,  which,  in- 
stead of  going  to  inhibit,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Won- 
TBiMOTON.)  a  disgraceful  commerce,  will  itself, 
if  passed  under  present  circumstances,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  a  disgrace  to  this  Government.  We 
have  sincerely  to  regret  that  the  information  we 
sought  on  this  occasion,  and  considered  so  neces* 
ssltj  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  has  been 
denied  us;  and  that  denial,  I  will  confess,  was 
the  less  expected,  and  the  less  welcome,  it  being 
well  understood  that  the  light  we  wished  was 
entirely  within  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  im- 
ran,  it  we  had  only  been  permitted  to  ask  for  it. 
The  reasons  that  may  have  induced  gentlemen  to 
negative  a  request  apparently  so  just,  and  gener- 
ally granted  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  pre- 
some  not  to  conjecture.  They  had  no  doubt 
strong  ones,  but  were  not  so  obliging  as  to  com- 
miraicate  them  to  us.  I  wish  not,  howerer,  to  be 
understood  as  making  this  a  subject  of  complaint; 
it  would  be  idle  to  do  so.  I  know  that  power  does 
usually  not  only  what  it  wills,  but  mostly  what  it 
can ;  and  the  minority  here,  on  any  subject,  in- 
stead of  expecting  favors,  may  thinK  themselves 
well  off  if  permitted  to  retain  and  to  exercise  the 
rights  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  eonntry,  and  entrenched  behind  the  rules  of 
the  Senate.  If,  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  gen- 
tlemen have  nothing  to  accuse  themselves  with, 
on  the  score  of  a  want  of  liberality,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  charge  them  with  injustice.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  bill,  as  originally  intro- 
duced on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Logan,)  was  variant  in  every 
shape  and  feature  from  that  now  before  us.  The 
first  bill  I  considered  altogether  impotent,  and  had 
little  or  no  concern  as  to  its  fate;  but  that  now 
under  consideration,  as  presented  by  the  commit- 


tee, is  of  a  rery  different  complexion,  and  goes 
the  full  length  of  interdicting  all  commerce  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  island  of  St.  Domingo* 
Neither  in  justice  nor  in  wisdom,  sir,  is  it  the 
duty  or  the  interest  of  this  Government  to  adopt 
the  present  measure.  I  do  not,  as  some  other 
gentlemen  have  professed,  consider  it  a  measure 
of  policy,  nor  will  I  call  it  a  measure  of  fear ;  but 
it  certainly  savors  of  the  most  timid  prudence  I 
hare  ever  seen  operating  in  this  body,  little  eal- 
cub  ted  ta  acquire  us  honor  abroad,  or  to  prolong 
our  peace  at  home ;  and  4f  gedtlemen  have  really 
persuaded  themselves  that  the  decision  we  are 
about  to  make  involved  merely  a  question  of  poK 
icy,  in  my  humble  opinion  they  most  egre^iously 
mistake.  No  such  construction  will  be  given  to 
it ;  none  such,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  it  entitled 
to  bear.  The  surrender  of  this  commerce  had 
never  been  asked  of  us  as  a  tempot^ry  sacrifice  to 
the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  France; 
but  has  been  demanded  of  us,  in  the  most  insult- 
ing and  peremptorv  style,  as  a  matter  of  right ; 
and  passing  this  bill,  under  present  circumstances, 
will  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  ri^ht  in  France 
to  interdict  us  this  trade.  It  wilf  be  a  direct 
abandonment  of  all  right  to  it  on  our  part,  and 
establishing  a  precedent  against  ourselves,  that 
will  be  holden  obligatory  upon  us  in  all  luture 
cases  of  the  same  kmd^  In  this  aspect  the  sub- 
ject mnert  dev^ope  itself  to  every  gentleman  as 
one  of  the  utmost  magnitude  to  the  United  States. 
If  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  was  Worth 
nothing.  I  wo^d  e<)ually  resist  the  present  meas« 
are ;  it  is  the  principle  I  object  to.  I  object,  and 
will  forever  object,  to  the  solemn  recognition  on 
the  part  of  this  Government,  of  a  right  m  foreign 
Powers  that  may,  and  hereafter  will  be  exer- 
cised, if  now  admitted,  to  the  injury  of  the  Amer- 
ican commerce^  and  of  the  American  character* 
If  gentlemen  will  look  for  a  moment  about  them, 
will  attend  to  our  position  in  the  world,  and  to 
the  colonial  establishments  of  the  European  na- 
tions around  us,  they  cannot  but  be  convinced, 
that  cases  similar  to  this  must  often  happen. 
The  sooner  we  take  our  ground,  therefore,  the 
better ;  the  less  difficulty  we  shall  have  hereafter; 
and  surely  a  more  suitable  opportunity  than  the 
present  can  never  be  expected  to  occur ;  especial- 
ly, sir,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  most  uncourtly, 
indignant,  and  domineering  manner,  by  which 
France  has  attempted  to  bully  and  terrify  us  inta 
this  measure  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva*^ 
nia — and  the  gentleman  himself,  yesterday,  un*- 
masked  the  bill.  In  his  great  zeal  he  toM  us  that 
we  had  alr^iidy  tampered  too  long  on  the  subject; 
that  France  had  now  demanded  the  measure  of 
us,  and  its  adoption  had  become  a  matter  of  ne* 
cessity  on  our  part.  I>egrading  idea!  Where 
then  has  gone  our  national  honor  and  our  boasted 
independence?  What  was  this  but  to  tell  us,  that 
such  is  now  our  humbled  state,  when  France 
commands  we  have  no  alternative  but  obedience; 
and  that  even  to  deliberate  is  dangerous  ?  f  Here 
Mr.  LooAN  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  hav- 
ing used  the  word  "demanded ;"  to  which  another 
gentleman  answered,  he  eertainW  had.]    I  had 
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expected,  Mr,  President,  as  most  have  been  the 
case  with  everv  other  geotieman,  that  the  honor- 
able mover  or  this  measure,  (Mr.  L.,)  when  he 
submitted  to  the  Senate  a  proposition  of  such  in- 
finite importance,  would  have  assigned  at  least 
•ome  plausible  reasons  for  doing  so ;  but  we  are 
now  as  much  in  the  dark  as  when  our  attention 
was  first  called  to  the  subject.  The  gentleman 
was  indeed  pleased  to  refresh  our  memories  by 
reading  to  us  some  old  documents  that  were  pre- 
sented to  Congress  at  their  last  session,  which 
were  then  acted  upon,  and  would  perhaps  never 
have  been  thought  of  a|rain,  but  for  his  kindness 
and  research,  Not  a  smgle  argument,  however, 
has  been  adduced  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  has 
not,  for  more  than  a  year  past,  been  losing  what 
little  force  it  might  originally  have  contained ; 
and,  most  unfortunately  for  the  mover,  the  very 
document  upon  which  he  principally  relies,  and 
to  which  he  has  so  often  referred  us,  furnishes  the 
strongest  argument  against  him — I  mean  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  to  the  last  Congress.  That  the 
President  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  at  their 
last  session,  and  not  at  their  present,  as  is  the  fact, 
shows  most  distinctly  his  opinion,  that  whatever 
reasons  required  at  that  time  Congressional  in- 
terference, have  since  ceased  to  exist. 

I  will  here  cursorily  premise,  that  I  must  be 
excused  in  passing  over,  without  observation,  the 
communications  that  have  been  recently  made 
on  this  subject  by  the  French  Minister  to  our 
Government,  and  by  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  General 
Armstrong.  They  are  of  a  kind  not  to  admit  of 
comments,  without  provoking  such  animadver- 
sions as  the  respect  due  to  toe  exalted  stations 
those  gentlemen  fill,  and  to  the  Government  they 
represent,  will  not  permit  me  to  indulge  myself  in 
for  a  moment.  One  thing,  however,  f  will  say: — 
that  whatever  influence  their  threats  and  invec- 
tives may  acquire,  certainly  their  arguments  are 
entitled  to  none ;  for  they  have  not  condescended 
to  use  a  single  one ;  but  have  taken  as  granted 
the  very  points  in  dispute,  viz :  that  the  blacks  of 
St.  Domingo  are  the  slaves  of  the  French,  and 
now  in  such  a  state  of  revolt  that  no  nation  has  a 
right  to  trade  with  them.  To  these  points  I  will 
presently  give  some  attention,  after  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  of  our  West  India  com- 
merce, generally,  as  connected  with  this  question. 
It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  commerce,  which  of  late  years  has  so  ra- 
pidly enriched  our  citizens,  and  advanced,  beyond 
the  most  8ans;:uine  calculations,  our  national 
wealth  and  political  consequence,  has  consisted 
in  the  increased  intercourse  with  the  West  India 
islands;  and  this  has  arisen  chiefly  from  our  neu- 
tral and  neighboring  situation  toward  those  isl- 
ands: from  the  unrestrained  and  enterprising 
spirit  of  our  merchants,  and  from  a  combination 
of  circumstances  that  have  been  sufficient  to  in- 
volve, and  continue  in  war  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  most  commercial  Powers  of  Europe.  So  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  has  our  trade  become  in  the 
West  Indian  seas,  that  it  has  excited,  and  is  daily 
increasing  the  jealousies  of  other  nations;  and| 


certainly,  in  the  same  gradation,  at  least,  should 
increase  our  disposition  to  protect  and  to  foster  it. 
But  what,  let  me -ask,  must  be  the  inevitable  op- 
eration of  the  measure  now  before  us  ?  To  pros- 
trate completely,  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  it  remaining,  and  to  jeopardize  the 
whole.  As  if  not  content  with  the  branches  that 
have  been  lopped  off  by  the  British,  the  Frencii, 
and  the  Spaniards,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia will  himself  now  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
tree ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  our  com- 
merce is  approaching  the  most  crippled  and  ruin- 
ous condition;  when  the  princifMu  commercial 
nations  of  Europe  are  exerting  every  efibrt  short 
of  actual  war  to  crush  it;  when  ^our  table  is 
loaded  with  the  memorials  of  your  citizens,  com- 
plaining, of  the  injustice  and  violence  to  which 
they  are  subjected  in  everv  part  of  the  world,  and 
praying  the  protection  of  their  Government;  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  communi- 
cating to  us  message  after  message  upon  this  very 
subject;  when  almost  every^  mail  that  arrives 
brings  to  us  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  some 
additional  outrages  upon  the  persons  and  the 
property  of  our  countrymen ;  ana  scarcely  a  wind 
from  any  quarter  of  the  globe  but  swells  the  cat- 
alogue of  their  grievances. 

Our  local  situation,  Mr.  President,  gives  to  us 
advantages  in  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies 
over  all  the  nations  of  the  world;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  right  and  the  interest,  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Government,  by  every  fair  and  honorable 
means,  to  protect  and  encourage  our  citizens  in 
the  exercise  of  those  advanta|^es.  If,  in  other  re- 
spects, we  pursue  a  wise  policy^  and  remain  ab- 
stracted from  the  convulsions  of  Europe,  that  for 
many  years  to  come  are  not  likely  to  have  much 
interval ;  enjoying,  as  we  shall,  all  the  advantages 
of  peace-wages,  peace-freight,  peace-insurance, 
and  the  other  peace  privileges  of  neutral  traders, 
we  must  nearly  acquire  a  monopoly  of  this  com- 
merce. We  can  make  usually  a  treble  voya|^; 
that  is,  from  this  continent  to  the  West  Indies, 
thence  to  Europe,  and  back  to  America  again,  in 
the  time  that  the  European  vessels  are  enga^d 
in  one  West  India  voyage.  This  circumstance  of 
itself,  properly  improved,  at  a  period  perhaps  not 
very  remote,  whenever  others  of  those  islands 
may  be  released  from,  or  refuse  longer  submission 
to  their  present  colonial  restrictions  upon  cou^ 
merce,  will  enable  us  to  rival  even  the  Britisii 
in  transporting  to  the  markets  of  Europe  the  very 
valuable  productions  of  the  West  Indies,  such  as 
sugar,  molasses,  cofiee,  spirits,  &c.  Again,  six,  I 
state  nothing  new  when  I  say  that  the  produce 
of  this  country  is  essential  to  the  West  India  isl- 
ands, and  the  facility  with  which  we  can  conver 
it  to  them,  must  at  all  times  enable  us  to  furnish, 
them  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  furnished 
by  any  other  people.  It  requires  not  indeed  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell,  that  the  time  must 
come  when  the  very  convenient  and  commanding^ 
situation  we  occupy,  in  every  point  of  view,  rela- 
tive to  the  most  valuable  of  those  islands,  w^ill 
place  in  our  hands  the  entire  control  of  their 
trade;  that  is,  if  we  pursue  a  wbe  and  politic 
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system  of  measures  in  relation  to  them ;  holding 
fast  npon  all  the  great  advantages  nature  has 
g;iven  os,and  promptly  availing  ourselves  of  such 
othen  15  circumstances  may  throw  in  our  way. 
As  a  source  of  public  revenue;  as  a  means  of  in- 
ereasiog  our  national  capital ;  and,  though  last, 
not  ieast,  as  a  nursery  for  our  seamen,  the  import- 
aoce  of  this  commerce  to  the  United  States,  is  in- 
eaknlable,  and  should  be  guarded  with  a  jealous 
eye ;  we  should  never  suffer  our  rightful  partici- 
ration  in  it  to  be  diminished  by  others,  much  less 
have  the  folly  to  diminish  it  ourselves.    Those 
islands  are  situated  in  our  very  neighborhood,  and 
but  for  the  arbitrary  colonial  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  to  which  they  are  now  subject,  no 
other  nation  could  hold  a  successful  competition 
with  us  in  their  markets,  unless  some  such  ill- 
judged,  baleful,  anti-commercial  measure,  as  has 
now  fallen  to  the  genius  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  contrive,  should  enable  them  to 
do  so. 

1  will  now,  sir,  notice  the  relative  hostile  situa- 
tions of  France  and  St.  Domingo,  and  see  how 
far  gentlemen  are  borne  out  in  their  positions — 
that  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  can  be  consid- 
ered only  as  revolted  slaves,  or.  at  best,  as  French 
subjects  now  in  a  state  of  rebellion;  that  they  are 
nationally  in  no  respect  separated  from  France ; 
that  to  trade  with  them  is  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  so. 
This,  so  far  as  I  could  understand  them,  forms' a 
snmmanr  of  the  points  that  have  been  urged  in 
support  of  the  present  measure,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  trade;  each  of  which  deserves  some  atten- 
tion. If  I  am  wrong  in  these  points,  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  please  now  to  correct  me;  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  become  convinced  during 
the  discussion,  that  the  case  which  so  many  of 
them  have  stated,  of  any  foreign  Power  succoring 
and  protecting  the  revolted  slaves  of  the  Southern 
States,  is  not  the  parallel  of  that  before  us.  As 
to  the  first  point,  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  some 
years  past,  to  quote  from  high  authority,  "  during 
the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man,  seeking 
through  blood  and  slaughter  his  Ions  lost  liber- 
ties," when  our  enlightened  sister  Kepublic  of 
France  was,  in  her  abundant  kindness,  forcing 
liberty  upon  all  the  world,  and  propagating  the 
ri^ts  of  man  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  one 
of  her  paroxysms  of  philanthropy,  she  proclaimed, 
by  a  solemn  decree  of  her  Convention,  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  equality  to  the  blacks  of  St. 
Domingo  too;  invited  them  to  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  to  the  honors  of  a  Conventional  sitting. 
The  wisdom  or  the  policy  of  this  proceeding,  it  is 
not  my  business  to  mquire  into,  but  it  certainly 
aflbtds  some  excuse,  if  any  be  necessary,  for  the 
siibse<|uent  conduct  of  those  unfortunate  people. 
The  decree  abolishing  forever  slavery  in  the  West 
Indies,  (French,)  and  extending  all  the  blessings 
of  citizenship  and  equality  to  every  human  crea- 
ture, of  whatever  grade  or  color,  then  under  the 
Government  of  France,  passed  the  Convention  in 
February,  seventeen  hundred  andninety-ibur.  The 
existence  of  such  a  paper  I  did  not  expect  would 
have  been  doubted  here  till  the  gentleman  from 


New  Jersey  (Mr.  Kitcbel)  actually  denied  it. 
In  the  new  Annual  Register,  of  ninety-four^  is  the 
following  account  of  it,  pa^e  347 :  *'  La  Croix  rose 
'  to  move  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
^  dominions  of  France.  The  National  Cooven- 
^  tion  rose  spontaneously  to  decree  the  proposition 
^  of  La  Croix.  On  motion  of  Danton,  on  the  5th, 
^  the  Convention  resolved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
*tee  of  Public  Safety  the  decree  of  emancipation, 
'  in  order  that  they  might  provide  the  most  efiect- 

*  ual  and  safest  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect" 
But  here  is  the  decree  itself  as  taken  from  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  furnished  to  me  by  a 
friend:  *' National  Convention,  1794,  February 
'  4th.  The  National  Convention  decrees  that 
'  slavery  is  abolished  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
^  It  decrees  in  consequence  that  all  the  inhabitants 
^  of  the  French  colonies,  of  whatever  color,  are 
'  French  citizens,  and  from  this  day  forward  shall 

*  enjoy  those  rights  which  are  secured  to  them  by 

*  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  by  the  Constitu- 
'  tion."  And  this  same  principle  the  Convention 
frequently  recognised,  by  receiving  at  their  bar, 
in  the  most  complimentary  manner,  various  dep- 
utations of  blacks  from  the  West  Indies,  thanking 
them  for  the  boon  conferred  upon  them.  One  of 
these  instances,  among  many  others,  I  will  sub- 
mit, as  a  curiosity  in  legislative  proceedings,  to 
the  Senate:  "National  Convention.  Order  of 
^  the  day.    A  band  of  blacks  of  both  sexes,  amidst 

*  the  sound  of  martial  music,  and  escorted  by  a 
'  great  band  of  Parisians,  came  into  the  hall  to  re- 
^  turn  thanks  to  the  Legislature  for  having  raised 
'  them  to  the  rank  of  men.  The  President  gave 
'  the  fraternal  kiss  to  an  old  negress,  114  years 

*  old,  and  mother  of  eleven  children.    After  which 

*  she  was  respectfully  conducted  to  an  armed 
'  chair  and  seated  by  the  side  of  the  President, 
'  amid  the  loudest  bursts  of  applause."  By  the 
original  decree,  the  liberty  of  the  blacks  was  estab- 
lished. This  ceremony,  it  seems,  was  only  to 
show  their  equality ;  and  certainly,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  have  given  a  much  stronger,  or  a 
much  kinder  evidence  of  it  to  the  old  lady.  But, 
Mr.  President,  the  claim  of  those  people  to  free- 
dom does  not  rest  here.  I  have  m  my  hand  a 
document  of  much  more  recent  date,  and  even 
more  to  be  rdied  upon.  It  is  the  proclamation 
of  the  then  First  Consul,  now  the  femperor  and 
King,  to  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  when  Gen- 
eral Le  Clerc  went  there,  in  the  winter  of  1801, 
at  the  head  of  the  French  forces,  which  1  will  read. 
First,  a  short  proclamation  of  General  Le  Clerc's: 

LIBERTY.      SaUALITT. 

PROCLAMATION. 
On  board  the  Ocean,  off  the  Cape,  the  16th  of  Pin- 

viose,  10th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  (Feb.  6, 

180S.) 
Le  Clerc,  Oeneral-in-ehief  of  the  Army  ofSt,  Domki^ 

go,  Captain  General  of  the  Colony,  to  the  inhabit 

tanis  of  St,  Domingo  .* 

Inhabitants  of  8t  Domingo !  Read  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  First  Consul  of  the  Repnblic.  It  saiaree 
to  the  bltdLs  that  liberty  f&t  which  they  have  so  k>ng 
fought ;  to  Qommeree  and  to  agrioolture  that  piospeii^ 
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without  which  there  can  be  no  coloniee.    His  proBuaee 
will  be  faithfuUy  fulfilled ;  to  doubt  it  would  be  a  crime. 
The  Geiieral-in*chief, 

LE  CLERC,  Captain  General 
By  order  of  the  General-in-chief, 
LENOIR 

Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  Deliberations  of  the 
Consuls  of  the  Republic,  Paris,  the  17th  Brumaire, 
lOth  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisi- 
ble, (November  8,  1801.) 

PROCLAMATION. 
The  Consuls  cf  the  Republic  to  the  Inhabitants  of&, 
Domingo^ 
Inhabitants  of  St   Domingo!     Whatever  may  be 
your  origii^  and  your  cok>r,  ye  are  all  Frenchmen ;  ye 
are  all  free,  and  all  equal  before  God  and  the  Republic. 
France,  like  St.  Domingo,  has  been  a  prey  to  fac- 
tions, and  torn  by  civil  and  foreign  wars.    But  all  is 
changed !    Every  people  have  embraced  Frenchmen, 
and  have  sworn  to  them  peace  and  friendship !     All 
Frenchmen  have  likewise  embraced  each  other,  and 
have  sworn  to  be  all  friends  and  brothers.     Come  ye, 
also,  and  embrace  Frenchmen,  and  rejoice  to  see  your 
friends  and  your  brothers  of  Europe. 

The  Government  sends  you  the  Captain  General 
Le  Clerc.  *  He  carries  with  him  great  forces  to  protect 
you  against  your  enemies,  and  against  the  enemies  of 
the  Republic  If  it  should  be  told  you  these  forces  are 
intended  to  tear  from  you  your  liberty,  answer,  the 
Republic  has  given  us  liberty.  The  Republic  will  not 
tfuffer  that  it  i^ould  be  taken  from  us.  Rally  round 
tile  Captain  General ;  he  restores  you  abundance  and 
peace.  Rally  round  him ;  he  who  shall  daie  to  separate 
himself  from  the  Captain  General  will  be  a  traitor  to 
ban  country,  and  the  vengeance  of  the  Republic  shall 
devour  him  as  fire  devours  your  dried  canes. 

Given  at  Paris,  in  the  palace  of  Government,  the 
17th  Brumaire,  10th  year  of  the  French  Republic 

BONAPARTE. 
By  the  ^irst  Consul, 

H.  B.  Marvt,  Secretary. 
A  true  copy, 

Lx  Clbrc,  Captain  General, 
This,  sir,  is  proof  irresistible;  after  which  it 
pan  never  be  said  that  the  liberation  of  those  peo^ 
pie  has  been  the  rash  act,  or  the  mere  ebullition, 
of  the  heat  and  convulsion  of  a  rerolution.  We 
have  here  their  liberty  solemnly  recognised  and 
proclaimed  to  the  world  eight  years  afterwards 
py  the  man  who  was  then  and  still  is  at  the  head 
01  the  French  Qovernment;  or  rather,  who  is 
now  the  Government  itself.  I  cite  these  papers 
to  show  that  the  French  have  now  no  claim, 
either  in  risht,  in  justice,  or  in  law,  to  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  as  slaves ;  that  they 
are  individually  free,  if  the  hi^phest  authorities  in 
France  couLd  constitute  them  so,  which  will  sure- 
ly not  be  questioned ;  a4id  in  order  to  rebut  a  fal- 
lacious idea  that  has  been  taken  up,  and  urged  by 
9ame,  that  our  merchants  are  conducting  this  comr 
merce  with  slaves,  the  property  of  freemen,  and 
not  with  freemen  themselves,  thiis  ingeniously 
.endeavorioff  to  dr^w  a  distinction  between  the 
situation  of  St.  Demingo  and  that  of  any  other 
colony  that  has  ever  heretofore  attempted  to  sep- 
anue  itself  froia  ih»  naiQther  couAtcy;  to  maki9 


their's,  according  to  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moobb,)  a  totally  new, 
unprecedented  case,  and  in  this  manner  to  take 
them  out  of  the  humane  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
nations.  I  grant,  sir,  their  case  does  form  a  dis- 
tinction from  any  other^  and  in  this  it  consists: 
the  people  of  St.  Dommgo  are  fighting  to  pre- 
serve not  only  their  independence  as  a  commu- 
nity, but  their  liberty  as  individuals;  to  prevent  a 
degradation  from  the  exalted  state  of  freemen  to 
the  debased  condition  of  slaves,  struffgliug  against 
the  manacles  that  liave  been  forged  for  them  bj 
the  lawless  ambition  of  power.  We  are  told, 
however,  they  are  at  least  not  free  as  a  people,  as 
a  body  politic;  but  in  such  a  state  of  rebellion 
that  no  nation  has  a  right  to  trade  with  them. 
Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  understand  each 
other  as  to  the  correct  and  definite  import  of 
words.  Gentlemen,  in  common  parlance,  are  apt 
to  confound  expressions  of  very  different  mean- 
ing, as  has  been  strikingly  the  case  during  the  pres- 
ent discussion.  Hence  the  word  "rebellion,"  has 
been  substituted  for,  and  used  throughout,  as  if 
synonymous  with  "civil  war;"  but  although  re- 
bellion is  often  the  inception  of  civil  war^here  is 
a  material  distinction  between  the  two.  The  for- 
mer consists  in  the  mere  unreasonable  insurrec- 
tion of  certain  discontented  individuals;  whereas 
the  latter  is  a  people  seriously  divided  among 
themselves,  in  a  state  of  war^  each  party  being 
capable  of  making  a  certain  military  stand  against 
the  other;  and  this  is  precisely  the  situation  of 
France  and  St.  Domingo  at  present,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  distinction  taken  in  the  books  when 
applied  to  their  case :  VatUVs  Law  of  Nations, 
b.  3,  ch,  18,  sec.  292,  says:  " Custom  appropriates 
^  the  term  of  dvil  war  to  every  war  between  the 

*  members  of  one  and  the  same  political  society. 

*  If  it  be  between  part  of  the  citizens  on  the  one 

*  side,  and  the  Sovereign,  with  those  who  con- 

*  tinue  in  obedience  to  him,  on  the  other ;  jiro- 
^  vided  the  malcontents  have  any  reason  for  taking 
'  up  arms,  nothing  further  is  required  to  entitle 

*  such  disturbance  to  the  name  of  civil  toor,  and 
^  not  that  of  rebellion.    This  latter  term  is  apnlied 

*  only  to  such  an  insurrection  against  lawful  au- 

*  thority,  as  is  void  of  all  appearance  of  justice." 
And  I  will  submit  with  confidence  to  the  high 
and  honorable  feelings  of  this  Senate,  whether 
the  human  mind  is  capable  of  conceiving  a  much 
stronger  reason  to  induce  a  people  to  take  up 
arms  than  to  resist  those  whose  known  object  it 
is  to  reduce  them  not  only  to  political,  but  to  per- 
sonal slavery;  or  whether  any  other  circumstance 
could  give,  according  to  the  language  of  this  wri- 
ter, an  equal  appearance  of  justice  to  their  cause. 
The  section  thus  goes  on :  "  The  Sovereijjn,  in- 
^  deed,  never  ^euIs  to  bestow  the  appellation  of 

*  rebels  on  all  such  of  his  subjecu  as  openly  resist 
^  him ;  hut  when  the  latter  have  acquired  sufficient 
'  strength  to  give  him  effectual  opposition,  and  to 
'  oblige  him  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them  ac- 
^  cording  to  the  established  rules^  he  must  neces- 
^  s&rily  submit  to  the  use  of  the  term  cii^i^  vhw." 
And  certainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  have  not  such  sufficient  strength, 
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when,  after  a  wai  of  so  many  years  with  FraDce, 
we  see  diem  not  only  yet  independent,  but  haying 
BOW  actnally  beaie^^  the  only  French  force  in 
their  country.  I  mi|;ht  safely  have  rested  the  cor- 
reetness  of  the  definition  I  have  sivea  of  the 
term  civil  war,  upon  the  four  first  lines  only  of 
lie  same  section,  the  bearing  of  which  too,  upon 
tbe  present  question,  will  be  obvious  to  the  mind 
of  every  ^Atleman.  They  are  as  follow:  ^'  When 
*a  party  is  formed  in  a  State,  who  no  longer  obey 
'  the  Sovereign,  and  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
'  strength  to  oppose  him ;  or  when,  in  a  Republic, 
^  the  nation  is  divided  into  two  opposite  factions, 
'  and  both  sides  take  up  arms ;  this  is  called  a 
*  civil  war." 

Let  us  now,  Mr.  President,  attend  to  the  present 
state  of  St.  Domingo ;  but  first  to  the  circum- 
stances that  have  1^  to  it,  and  see  how  far  this 
doctrine  will  apply.  After  the  bands  of  the  polit- 
ical society  that  had  connected  France  and  her 
colonies  together  were  broken  asunder ;  when  the 
old  Government  of  that  country  was  completely 
dissolved,  and  one  usurpation  succeeded  day  after 
day  to  the  places  and  to  the  vices  of  another; 
when  the  axe  of  the  guillotine  had  extinguished 
the  magic  Jostre  of  royalty,  and  eten  that  grace 
and  beanty^a  very  superb  likeness  of  the  late 
^neen  of  France  was  hanging  directly  before 
him,]  that  had  reigned  so  long  unrivalled,  the 
l>ride  and  idol  of  the  nation,  had  to  yield  herself 
to  the  rudeness  of  a  common  executioner,  and 
was. humbled  in  death  before  a  scoffing  multitude; 
when  the  Constitution  that  had  been  recently 
esubkished  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  under 
'which  it  was  hoped  they  would  flourish  and  be 
happy,  had  fallen  into  the  ruthless  fangs  of  the 
Jacobins,  and  the  patriots  who  supported  it  had 
foond  refuge  in  exile,  or  mingled  their  blood  upon 
the  scaffold;  when  all  rightful,  civil,  and  legal 
authority  was  at  an  end,  and  the  Revoluu'onary 
sabre  alone  gave  law,  the  people  of  St.  Domingo, 
as  did  the  people  of  these  States  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, declared  themselves  free  and  inde- 
pendent, determined  to  take  their  stand  among 
the  nations  of  the  world,  and  now  refuse  alle- 
^ance  to  any  foreign  Power.  They  have  organ- 
ized a  Government  for  themselves ;  they  are  de 
feeto  the  governors  of  the  country,  and  m  every 
respect  act  as  an  independent  people.  They  have 
waged,  and  carried  on  with  Fiance,  for  many 
years,  a  most  serious  war,  in  defence  of  what  they 
say  are  their  rights ;  and  the  French,  by  force  of 
aims,  have  been  endeavoring  to  subjugate  them. 
And  now  let  me  ask  if  the  United  States,  or  any 
<»her  Power  upon  earth,  is  competent  to  decide 
this  great  controrersy  between  them?  They  each 
elaim  to  be  free  and  independent,  and  therefore 
acknowledge  no  superior ;  the  struggle  is  between 
themselves,  and  no  other  nation  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere by  direct  acts  of  hostility,  or  by  any  com- 
mercial restrictions  that  can  go  to  affect  injuri- 
eosijr  either  of  the  parties,  and  to  do  so  is  a  depart- 
are  from  neatral  ground^  and  an  infraction  ot  the 
kws  of  nations,  as  I  think  will  be  within  my 
power  to  show  from  the  most  incontestable  anthor- 
Foc  this  purpose  I  will  advevt  again  to 


Valid,  But  first  let  me  beg  to  be  understood  as 
not  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  that  a  colony 
has  not  a  right  to  separate  herself  from  the  mother 
country,  except  in  a  time  of  such  universal  con- 
fusion. On  the  contrary,  I  believe  she  has  the 
right  whenever  she  has  the  power;  or,  what 
amount^  nearly  to  the  same  thing,  whenever  she 
becomes  so  far  separated  as  to  declare  herself  free 
and  independent;  to  organize  a  government,  to 
proceed  in  the  administration  of  that  government, 
and  to  take  and  pursue  measures  of  self-defence. 
No  other  nation  has  a  right  to  investigate  the 
claim  she  sets  up  to  freedom;  no  other  nation  has 
a  right  to  judge  between  the  parties,  or  to  say[  on 
which  side  belongs  the  justice  of  tne  case;  it  is 
exclusively  an  affair  of  their  own,  and  it  behooves 
the  rest  of  the  world  to  stand  aloof,  the  silent  and 
im^rtial  spectators  of  the  conflict,  treating  in 
their  commercial  relations  each  of  the  parties 
with  like  civility. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  cases  I  had  noted  my- 
self, I  must  beg  leave  to  tender  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland 
on  mv  left  (Mr.  Whiqht)  for  one,  he  has  been 
so  obliging  as  to  read  to  us,  and  which  will  be 
found  to  be  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  argument 
he  so  triumphantly  erected  upon  it.  It  is  in  VaJt- 
telj  b.  3,  ch.  18,  sec.  296 :  *'  Foreign  nations  are 
*  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  an 
^  independent  State.  It  belongs  not  to  them  to 
'judge  between  the  citizens  whom  discord  has 
'  roused  to  arms,  nor  between  the  Prince  and  his 
'  subjects:  both  parties  are  equally  independent  of 
'  their  authority."  According  to  this  case,  then, 
the  people  of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo are  equally  independent  of  our  authority, 
and  the  gentleman  adduced  it  to  show  that  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere  in  their  quarrel.  Thus 
far,  sir,  we  agree  precisely,  and  from  this  point 
diverge  in  precisely  opposite  directions.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  exactly  mistook  the  case ;  the  interfer- 
ence here  contemplated  is  not,  as  he  supposed,  a 
neutral's  tradii^,  but  refusing  to  trade  with  a  bel- 
ligerent, situated  as  are  the  people  of  St.  Domin- 
go  in  relation  to  France.  It  is  a  neutral  with- 
olding  from  one  of  the  parties  what  she  grants  to 
the  other;  giving  commercial  aid  and  assistance 
to  one,  and  denjring  it  to  the  other.  I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  if  thb  bill,  the  object  of  which 
must  be  to  starve  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  into 
submission  to  their  enemies,  is  not  a  direct  and 
most  serious  interference  in  their  quarrel  ?  More 
so,  Mr.  President^  give  me  leave  to  say,  than  if 
you  were  to  invade  them  with  fleets  and  with 
armies.  Sir,  the  very  object  of  this  case  is  to 
show,  that  between  belligerents  circamstanced  in 
relation  toward  each  other  as  are  now  the  people 
of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  neu- 
tral nations  are  bound  to  observe  the  strictest  im- 
partiality ;  not  to  grant  a  benefit  to  one  that  they 
withhold  from  the  other;  but  to  conduct  their 
commerce  with  each  alike  unrestrained.  And  if 
the  gentleman  had  examined  the  same  section,  a 
few  lines  further,  he  would  have  found  this  broad 
principle  laid  down^  that  in  the  event  of  such  a 
civil  war  between  citizens  of  the  same  country, 
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or  between  a  Prince  and  his  subjects,  neutral  na- 
tion !i  are  equally  at  liberty  to  assist  either  party, 
as  if  they  were  two  independent  nations  em- 
barked in  war.  This  principle,  and  the  construc- 
tion I  have  ^iven  to  the  gentleman's  case,  will  be 
well  supported  by  others,  I  shall  now  have  the 
honor  of  submitting  to  the  Senate,  from  the  same 
author.  Vattel,  b.  2,  cb.  4.  sec.  56,  says :  "  Wnen 
'  the  bands  of  tne  political  society  are  broken,  or 

*  afteast  suspended,  between  the  Sovereign  and 
'  his  people,  the  contending  parties  may  then  be 

*  considered  as  two  distinct  Powers;  and  since 

*  they  are  both  equally  independent  of  all  foreign 
'  authority,  nobody  has  a  right  to  judge  between 
'  them.  Either  may  be  in  the  right."  B.  3,  ch. 
15.  sec.  295,  says:  ^When  a  nation  becomes  di- 
'  vided  into  two  parties  absolutely  independent, 
'  and  no  longer  acknowledging  a  common  supe- 
'  rior,  the  State  is  dissolved,  and  the  war  between 
'  the  two  parties  standi  on  the  same  ground  in 

*  every  respect  as  a  public  war  between  two  dif- 
'  ferent  nations."  Again,  sir.  section  293  of  the 
same  book  and  chapter,  says:  "  A  civil  war  breaks 

*  the  bands  of  society  and  Government,  or  at  least 
'  suspends  their  force  and  effect.    It  produces  in 

*  the  nation  two  independent  parties,  who  con- 
'  sider  each  other  as  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 
'  common  judge.    Those  two  parties,  therefore, 

*  must  necessarily  be  considered  as  thenceforward 
'  constituting,  at  least  for  a  time,  two  separate 
'  bodies,  two  distinct  societies.  Though  one  of 
'  the  parties  may  have  been  to  blame  in  breaking 
'  the  unity  of  the  State,  and  resisting  the  lawful 
'  authority,  they  are  not  the  less  divided  in  fact. 
'  Besides,  who  shall  judge  them  ?  Who  shall  pro- 
'  Dounce  on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong 

*  belongs  7    On  earth  they  have  no  common  supe- 

*  rior.     They  stand,  therefore,  in   precisely  the 

*  same  predicament  as  two  nations  who  engage  in 
'  a  contest,  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  an  agree- 

*  ment,  have  recourse  to  arms."  I  will  now,  sir, 
cite  another  highly  approved  and  more  modern 
writer  to  the  same  point.  Marten^a  Law  of  Na- 
^  tions,  ch.  2,  sec.  10,  says :  "  Suppose  that  the  in- 
'  terior  troubles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rup- 
'  tore  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  subjects. 
'  and  thai  the  whole  nation,  or  part  of  it,  shoulci 

*  wish  to  drive  him  from  the  throne:  or,  suppose 
'  that  a  province  or  territory,  subjected  to  another 
'  State,  refuses  obedience  to  it,  and  endeavors  to 
'render  itself  independent;  in  either  of  these 

*  cases,  there  are  two  points  which  must  be  sepa- 
'  rated  in  determining  on  the  conduct  that  foreign 

*  Powers  ouffht  to  observe.  1st.  The  conduct  to 
'  be  observed  towards  the  old  or  new  Sovereign. 
'  or  towards  the  people  who,  after  having  re- 
'  volted,  have  declared  themselves  independent. 
'  2dly.  The  assistance  to  be  ffiven  to  either  party. 

*  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these,  a  foreign  na- 
'  tion,  not  under  any  obligation  to  interfere,  do 
'  not  appear  to  violate  its  perfect  obligations,  nor 

*  to  deviate  from  the  principles  of  neutrality^  if, 
'  in  adhering  to  the  possession,  without  examining 
'  into  its  legality,  it  treats  as  Sovereign  him  who 
'  is  actually  on  the  throne,  and  as  an  independent 
'  Ofttion,  people  who  have  declared,  and  still  maio- 


'  tain  themselves  independent.    The  opposite  par- 

*  ty,  however,  never  fails  to  complain  of  this  coii- 
'  duct,  as  long  as  he  does  not  himself  acknowledge 
'  by  treaty  the  validity  of  such  possession  or  inde- 

*  pendence.    As  to  the  second  point,  viz :  the  as- 

*  sistance  to  be  eiven  to  either  party,  when  once 
'  obedience  has  been  formally  refused,  and  the  re- 
'  fusing  party  has  entered  into  the  possession  of 
'  the  independence  demanded,  the  dispute  becomea 
'  the  same  as  those  which  happen  between  inde- 
<  pendent  States." 

Could  authorities,  Mr.  President,  be  more  folly 
up  to  the  case,  or  show  more  unequivocally  our 
right,  or  rather  the  just  obligation  u|)on  us  to  ob- 
serve towards  France  and  St.  Domingo,  during 
their  present  conflict,  the  strictest  impartiality  ? 
For  I  contend,  and  the  cases  I  have  cited  go  tne 
full  length  of  proving  it,  that  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered oy  us,  in  every  respect,  as  two  indepen- 
dent nations;  two  distinct  Powers  at  war;  and  as 
such,  it  is  our  right  and  our  duty  to  treat  them. 
The  rights  and  the  duties  of  neutrals,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, are  so  concisely  and  explicitly  pointed 
out  in  the  volumes  I  have  just  reierred  to,  that  I 
must  be  permitted  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a 
few  sections  on  these  subjects  likewise.  Vattel^ 
book  3.  ch.  7,  sec.  Ill,  says :  *^Let  us  now  discuss 

*  another  case ;  that  of  neutral  nations  resorting 

*  to  my  enemy's  country  for  commercial  purposes. 

*  It  is  certain,  that  as  they  have  no  part  in  my 
^  quarrel,  they  are  under  no  obligations  to  renounce 
^  their  commerce  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  to  snp- 
^  ply  my  enemy  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 

*  the  war  against  me.  Should  they  affect  to  re^ 
'  fuse  selling  me  a  single  article,  while  at  the  same 
^  time,  they  take  pains  to  convey  an  abundant 

*  supply  to  my  enemy,  with  an  evident  intention 
^  to  favor  him ;  such  partial  conduct  would  ex- 
'  dude  them  from  the  neutrality  they  enjoyed. 
'  But  if  they  only  continue  their  customary  trade, 
'  they  do  not  thereby  declare  themselves  against 
^  my  interest ;  they  only  exercise  a  right  which 
^  they  are  under  no  obligation  of  sacrificing  to  me.'' 
Same  chapter,  section  118:  ^'A  neutral  nation 
'  preserves  towards  both  the  belligerent  Powers 
^  the  several  relations  which  nature  has  instituted 
^  between  nations.  She  ought  to  show  herself 
'  ready  to  render  them  every  office  of  humanity 
'  reciprocallyr  due  from  one  nation  to  another. 
'  She  ought  in  everything  not  directly  relating  to 
'  war,  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  in  her  power, 
'  and  of  which  they  may  stand  in  need.  Sach. 
'  assistance,  however,  must  be  given  with  impar- 
^  tiality ;  that  is  to  say,  she  must  not  refuse  any- 
'  thing  to  one  of  the  parties,  on  account  of  his  be- 
^  iog  at  war  with  the  other."  Itseems  indeed  super- 
fluou9|  sir,  but  I  will  here  refer  once  more  to  Mar- 
ten^ b.  8,  sec.  8;  in  treating  of  neutral  commerce, 
according  to  the  universal  laws  of  nations,  he 
says:  *^One  of  the  most  important  points  to  be 

*  considered  in  treating  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 
'  is,  the  commerce  carried  on  between  neutral  ana 
'  belligerent  nations.  The  right  that  a  nation  en- 
'  joys,  in  time  of  peace,  of  selling  and  carrying  aU 
'  sorts  of  merchandise  to  every  nation  that  chooses 
'  to  trade  with  it,  it  eigoys  also  in  time  of  war 
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'  proiridcd  it  remains  aeuter.  It  follows,  then, 
^  ibtt  a  oeotral  Dation  may  permit  its  subjects  to 
'  canj  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  includiog  arms 
^  %Dd  ammaaition,  to  the  Powers  at  war,  or  to 
'  tiial  of  them,  with  which  this  commerce  may 
'  bearried  on  to  the  greatest  advantage.  So  long 
'  as  the  Sute,  that  is,  the  foreign  Power,  in  a  neu- 
'traJ  nation,  does  not  interfere,  by  prohibiting 
<  commerce  with  either  or  all  the  Powers  at  war, 
^  to  loD^.  it  would  seem,  the  nation  does  not  trans- 
Egress  the  laws  of  neutrality."  The  universal 
laws  of  nations,  which  formerly  licensed  neutrals 
in  carrying  arms  and  ammunition,  or  other  arti- 
cles, properly  contraband,  to  a  belligerent,  have 
been  modiGed  in  that  particular,  by  the  modern 
kws  of  nations,  as  may  be  seen  in  section  12fof 
the  same  book  and  chapter. 

From  all  these  cases,  Mr.  President,  I  am  well 
warranted  in  the  foJlowiog deductions:  Ut.  That 
when  the  bands  of  GoTernment  among  a  people, 
by  means  of  civil  war,  become  broken,  or  for  a 
time  sospended,  the  two  parties  are  to  be  consid- 
ered, at  (east  during  the  contest,  as  two  distinct 
Powers,  as  two  iodepeodeat  nations,  who,  being 
otherwise  unable  to  settle  their  disputes,  make  a 
solemn  appeal  to  arms.  2d.  That  a  revolted  col- 
ony or  province,  while  holding  and  exercising  the 
rights  of  sovereignty,  is  to  be  treated  by  neutral 
nations  as  an  independent  people,  without  regard- 
ing the  legality  or  illpgalitv  of  their  claim  to  such 
independence ;  and,  Sdiy.  That  in  the  disputes  of 
such  belligerents,  neutrals  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere, either  commercially  or  otherwise,  to  the  in- 
jury.of  either,  but  are  bound  to  conduct  them- 
selves with  the  strictest  impartiality  towards  both. 
Aad  here,  sir,  we  arrive  precisely  at  the  point. 
The  present  question  seems  to  be  the  very  focus 
in  which  the  rays  of  liffht  emitted  from  those 
eases  naturally  meet.  Tney  are  too  plain  to  re- 
quire, or  even  admit  of  elucidation..  I  will  leave 
every  gentleman  to  apply  them  for  himself.  Ac- 
cording to  my  understanding  they  have  only  to 
be  read  or  to  be  beard,  in  order  to  attach  them- 
selves immediately  to  the  subject  of  our  present 
consideration.  It  clearly  results,  then,  that  we 
have  not  only  the  right,  but  that  we  are  bound  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  to  conduct  our 
commerce  with  8t.  Domingo,  during  existing  cir- 
enmstances,  precisely  as  we  should  with  any  in- 
dependent foreign  Power  that  might  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war,  and  that  a  contrary  conduct, 
such  as  that  now  proposed,  would  be  on  their 
part  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  even  of  ag- 
gressioo  against  us.  And  I  hope  it  will  never  be 
laid  that  this  Gk>vernment,  which,  accordin^r  to 
the  polite  eoncession  of  the  French  Minister,  ^^has 
taken  for  the  basis  of  its  political  career,  the  most 
scrupulous  equity,  and  the  most  impartial  neu- 
trality," will  now  commit  an  act  in  open  and  di- 
rect violation  of  both;  and  because  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  may  at  present  be  unable  to  enforce 
ri^bt  and  justice,  do  them  wrong  and  injustice. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  farthest  from 

me,  (Air.  Maclat,)  in  search  of  arguments  to 

support  this  measure,  has  travelled  back  to  the 

iai  years  of  the  American  Revolution*    There  I 

9lh  Con.  — 5 


will  resort  too,  sir,  and  I  trust  with  better  success. 
In  the  conduct  both  of  France  and  of  England, 
at  that  time,  we  shall  find  a  precedent  directly  in 
support  of  my  argument.  After  these  colonies 
bad  revolted  against  the  authority  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France  cont^ued  uninterruptedly  her  com- 
merce with  them,  other  than  such  as  was  contra- 
band, till  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  when  she 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
and  another  of  Alliance,  eventually  to  become  a 
treaty  offensive  and  defensive,  with  us,  under  the 
style  and  character  of  the  thirteen  United  States. 
In  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance 
France  expressly  asserts  her  right  to  navigate  ana 
carry  on  commerce  with  the  colonies,  and  de- 
clares, that  if  the  British  should,  "in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  attempt  to  binder  that  navi- 
gation and  that  commerce,"  she  would  make  it  a 
common  cause.  But  to  prove  unequivocallv  what 
was  then  the  opinion  of  France  on  this  suoject.  I 
will  refer  to  one  of  her  own  State  papers,  in  the 
Annual  Register  for  1778,  p.  299,  is  the  note  of 
the  French  Minister,  De  Noailles,  dated  London, 
March  13th,  1778.  communicating  to  the  British 
Government  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
entered  into  between  France  and  these  States,  part 
of  which  is  as  follows:  *'The  United  States  of 

*  North  America,  who  are  in  full  possession  of  in- 
'  dependence  as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  4th 
'  of  July.  1776,  having  proposed  to  the  King  to 
'  consolidate,  bv  a  formal  convention,  the  connex- 
^  ion  beffun  to  be  established  between  the  two  na- 
^  tions,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed 
^  a  Treaty  of  Friendship  and  Commerce,  designed 
'  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual  good 
'  correspondence. 

"  In  making  this  communication  to  the  Court 
'  of  London,  the  King  is  firmly  persuaded  it  will 
<  find  new  proofs  of  His  Majesty's  constant  and 

*  sincere  disposition  for  peace ;  and  that  His  Brit- 
'  annic  Majesty,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments, 
^  will  equally  avoid  everything  that  may  alter 
'  their  good  narmony ;  and  that  he  will  particu- 
'  larly  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  tne  com- 
^  merce  between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the 
^  United  States  of  North  America  from  bein^  in- 
'  terrupted,  and  to  cause  all  the  usages  received 
^  between  commercial  nations  to  be  in  this  respect 
'  observed,  and  all  those  rules  which  can  be  said 
'  to  subsist  between  the  two  Crowns  of  France 
^  and  Great  Britain."  So  it  clearly  appears  that 
France  then  considered  herself  as  not  only  having 
a  right  to  trade,  but  publicly  to  enter  into  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  revolted  colonics  of  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were,  for  the 
time  at  least,  holding  and  exercising  the  rights  of 
independence.  And  yet  we  are  now  told  by  the 
French  Minister,  that  to  trade  with  a  revolted 
colony  of  France,  notoriously  in  the  full  posses- 
sion atid  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  is  "an 
^  infraction  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred,  and 

*  the  best  observed  by  every  nation  under  the  do- 

*  minion  of  civilization."  And  gentlemen  will 
find  by  referring  to  the  justificatory  manifesto  of 
the  British  Government,  to  be  seen,  I  think,  in 
the  Annual  Register  for  1779,  that  their  acts  of 
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hostility  were  not  commenced  aeainst  France  in 
consequence  of  any  commerce  she  did  or  might 
carry  on  with  the  colonies,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  ttiese  treaties,  and  of  Mr.  De  Noailles's  note, 
which  in  the  manifesto  is  called  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war,  it  being;  an  overt  act  of  France,  ac- 
knowledging the  independence  of  these  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Logan,) 
however,  tells  us  that  trading  with  St.  Domingo 
may  involve  us  in  a  war,  and  therefore  we  had 
letter  quit  it.  This  argument,  sir,  would  have 
equal  force  if  urged  against  a  peaceable  man's 
oins:  out  into  the  street,  lest  somebody  should 
nocK  him  down.  But  as  another  means  of  en- 
dangering our  peace,  he  has  told  us  further,  that 
our  merchants  send  arms  and  ammunition  to  St. 
Domingo.  This,  indeed,  if  so,  I  confess  is  to  be 
regretted,  and  I  wish  could  be  prevented^  It  is, 
however,  at  their  own  risk,  unsanctioned  by  the 
Government ;  they  know  and  must  abide  the  con- 
sequences. Such  articles,  if  taken^  are  liable  to 
confiscation,  and  this  is  the  course  pursued  every 
day  throughout  the  world,  under  similar  circum- 
stances ;  it  is  a  control  over  the  commerce  of  neu- 
trals allowed  to  belligerents  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  has  grown  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  a  nation  being  involved  in 
war,  because  a  private  citizen  or  subject,  of  his 
own  mere  will,  was  pleased  to  sell  arms  and  am- 
munition to  one  of  the  belligerents?  If  the  gen- 
tleman's doctrine  be  correct,  to  what  point  would 
it,  or  rather  would  it  not,  carry  us?  Whenever 
any  two  foreign  Powers  may  choose  to  engage  in 
war,  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  interdict- 
ing all  commerce  abroad,  on  the  part  of  our  citi- 
zens, lest  some  rash,  adventurous  merchant,  by 
vending  articles  contraband  to  one  of  the  parties, 
should  likewise  involve  us  in  the  contest.  Sir, 
such  a  principle,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  such 
a  phantom  of  a  principle,  had  never  before  even 
the  shadow  of  existence.  Its  palpable  absurdity 
will  not  bear  the  test  of  a  moment's  investigation  ; 
whereas  the  principle  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
stating  in  relation  to  contraband  goods,  is  not  only 
that  which  governs  among  nations  generally,  and 
bottomed  on  the  laws  of  nations,  but  is  explicitly 
recognised  *in  the  thirteenth  article  of  our  treaty 
with  France,  in  which,  after  particularizing  the 
articles  that  shall  be  deemed  contraband  between 
the  parties,  it  is  thus  expressly  stated:  *^A11  the 
'  above  articles,  whenever  they  are  destined  to  the 
^  port  of  an  enemy,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  oon- 
*■  traband,and  just  objects  of  confiscation ;  but  the 
'  vessel  in  which  they  are  laden,  and  the  residue 
'  of  the  cargo,  shall  be  considered  free^  and  not  in 
^  any  manner  infected  by  the  prohibited  goods. 
'  whether  belonging  to  the  same  or  a  different 
*  owner."  If,  then,  there  is  any  faith  or  confidence 
to  be  reposed  in  treaties,  the  honorable  member 
may  quiet  his  fears  as  to  the  danger  of  private 
adventures  of  this  kind,  involving  the  nation  in  a 
war  with  France ;  the  two  Powers,  anticipating 
the  evil,  have  wisely  provided  a  milder  remedy 
for  it  in  this  compact. 

I  must  here  inquire  if,  as  gentlemen  contend,  it 
is  not  now  lawful  to  carry  on  commerce  with  the 


people  of  St.  Domingo,  when  it  may  probabLv 
become  so?    Suppose,  for  instance,  the  French 
should  continue  this  inefficient  kind  of  warfare 
upon  them,  if  even  such  it  may  be  considered,  for 
a  century  to  come,  holding  as  at  present  but  a 
single  post  in  the  island,  while  the  natives  are  in 
full  possession  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country, 
and  administering  a  regular  Government  ?    Will 
it  be  said,  under  such  circumstances,  that  no  na- 
tion is  to  be  allowed  to  trade  with  them  for  a  cen- 
tury to  come?    Or  will  gentlemen  hold  them  as 
rebels  to  all  eternity,  and  never  suffer  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  have  intercourse  with  them?  Sir. 
tliose  people  will  never  be  reduced  by  General 
Ferrtnd's  war  of  proclamations;  and  while  oa 
thfl  subject  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my 
astonishment  at  a  very  extraordinarjr  document 
of  this  kind  that  has  been  recently  laid  upon  our 
tables,  signed  by  General  Ferrand,  and  purportioff 
to  be  a  proclamation  or  decree  of  his,  directed 
chiefly  at  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    It  is  indeed,  throughout,  calculated 
to  inspire  no  other  sentiment  than  contempt;  the 
arrogance  and  presumption  of  its  style  and  man- 
ner is  equalled  only  by  the  emptiness  of  its  threats. 
General  Ferrand,  shut  up  in  the  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, with  scarcely  the  power  of  conveying  his 
proclamation  beyond  the  redoubts  of  his  garrison^ 
undertakes  to  prescribe  to  all  the  neutral  nations 
of  the  earth  the  extent  of  their  rights,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  conduct  their  com- 
merce, and  expresses  truly  great  surprise  that  his 
former  decree  on  the  subject  had  not  been  better 
attended  to  by  them;  in  which,  as  he  says,  he  had 
"left  no  doubt  as  to  the  sentiments  of  respect  due 
to  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  neutral  rights." 
As  if  the  navigation^  the  commerce,  and  all  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations  depended  now  upon  the 
caprice  of  a  French  officer,  and  were,  like  the 
police  of  a  camp,  to  be  settled  by  general  orders. 
And  this  same  Captain  Greneral,  as  he  calls  him- 
self, pro  tempore^  besieged  by  a  parcel  of  unarmed, 
undisciplined,  half-starved  ne^oes,  without  the 
means  of  making  even  a  sortie  upon  them,  talks 
of  the  impudence  of  our  public  officers,  and  threat- 
ens with  the  vengeance  of  bis  mighty  arm,  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  go  contrary 
to  his  orders.    Sir,  I  can  liken  this  proclamation 
to  nothing  but  the  idle  vaporings  of  a  fettered  ma- 
niac, menacing,  from  the  erates  of  his  cell,  the 
overthrow  of  the  world.    If  the  Pope  had  issued 
a  bull  of  excommunication  against  the  whole  of 
usj  it  could  not  have  been  half  so  ridiculous  as 
this  proclamation,  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  on  my  left  (Mr.  Wbigbt)  has  in- 
advertently rested  as  one  of  the  strong  holds  of 
his  argument;  telling  us,  to  use  his  own  wofds, 
that  it  was  a  requisition  too  imperious  to  be  re- 
sisted.   Then,  sir,  such  is  the  ground  we  no^vr 
occupy  among  nations,  that  the  mandate  of  « 
French  officer,  besieged  in  the  West  Indies  by  a 
rabble  of  starving  negroes,  is  a  requisition  too  im- 
perious for  us  to  resist.    Were  I  of  opinion  with 
that  honorable  member,  I  should  at  once  be  for 
soliciting  the  protection  of  those  blacks,  and  prajr- 
ing  of  them,  ia  Heaven's  name,  to  keep  where  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


133 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


134 


PBmtOAmT,  1606. 


T^ade  vith  St.  Domingo, 


Sbnat*. 


U  this  njiVhty  warrior,  this  terror  of  our  land ; 
but,  tbiakiag  as  I  do,  sir.  the  imperious  maD- 
ner  of  this  decree  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I 
sboald  not  ooly  resist  it  if  necessary,  hat  treat  it 
witk  the  roost  marked  and  sovereign  coutempt. 
€9eoeral  Ferrand  might  have  heen  serious  in  writ- 
i^  such  a  proclamation,  or  decree,  expecting  it 
to  have  some  operation  upon  the  feelings  and  the 
inrs  of  the  ignorant  blacks  of  St.  Domingo,  but 
he  eertaialy,  even  himself,  could  never  have  been 
erazy  enouffh,  for  a  moment  to  suppose,  that  any 
eitizen  of  the  United  Stales,  arrived  at  years  of 
niatiirity,  or  rather  of  discretion,  would  be  serious 
in  readioff  it,  or  that  the  Government  of  this  conn- 
try  would  give  it  a  moment's  serious  considera- 
tioB. 

As  a  sample,  Mr.  President,  of  what  this  proc- 
lamatioQ  soldier  would  do,  it  may  not  be  amiss, 
while  his  decree  is  before  us,  to  examine  a  few  of 
its  most  prominent  features.  By  the  first  article, 
all  neutral  vessels  bound,  or  plausibly  suspected 
to  be  bound  to,  or  coming  from,  what  he  calls  the 
rebel  ports,  kre  liable  to  detention;  that,  in  the 
West  Indies,  means  condemnation.  By  the  8fh 
article,  the  officers,  passengers,  and  crews  of  such 
vessels,  are  directed  to  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible, 
prisooers  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  to  be  prose- 
cuted according  to  the  rigor  of  the  Taws.  And  by 
the  13th  article,  a  privateer  taking  one  of  your 
▼easels  from  any  port  in  possession  of  the  blacks, 
isexeoapted  from  all  duties  upon  his  prize.  Here, 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  as  if  General  Ferrand,  in 
the  vaontinffs  of  his  omnipotency,  had  suspended 
for  a  time  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  the 
aacred  oblisatioBs  of  treaties,  and  even  the  princi- 
ples of  right  and  justice,  in  order  to  settle  this 
ffreac  question,  uninfluenced  by  any  of  their  em- 
Mrrasaiog  regulations.  He  has  threatened  your 
eitizeos  with  the  ban  of  the  Empire;  he  has  con- 
demned your  commerce  before  it  leaves  your 
poru;  aad,  as  if  the  acknowledged  prince  of  pi- 
rates, has  proclaimed  a  reward  to  all  such  of  them 
as  will  plunder  you.  Among  the  many  very  ex- 
traordinary parts  of  this  most  extraordinary  docu- 
ment, that  is  not  the  least  so  in  which  reference 
is  made  to  the  treaty  between  France  and  the 
United  States ;  a  garbled  quotation  is  given  of  the 
26th  article,  and  then  a  case  is  made  to  suit  it. 
We  are  told  that  "  vessels  armed,  under  the  Amer- 

*  ican  flag,  daily  convoy  and  sail  in  concert  with 
'  veeseb  of  the  negroes,  bearing  a  flag  unknown 
'aooong  the  civilized  Powers,  and  consequently 

*  pirates."  This,  I  confess,  is  a  circumstance  I  had 
nerer  heard  of  before,  and  to  my  mind  almost  in- 
erediUe,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
ahoald  be  so  blind  to  their  interest  as  to  become 
the  mere  protectors  and  encouragers  of  others,  in 
carryioflr  on  a  commerce  that  they  could  carry  on 
thenaelres  to  so  much  greater  advantage,  espe- 
cially when  the  risk  to  them  is  precisely  the  same; 
and  that  tbo5e  negroes  should  hazard  their  vessels. 
their  liberties,  and  their  lives,  in  transacting  a 
bosinesB  that  neutrals  are  every  hour  willing, 
leadf,  and  waiting  to  transact  for  them.  But 
even  admitting  the  fact ;  admittincr,  for  ai^ument 
tfthe,  that  eertaia  Degroea  of  the  West  Indies  may 


have  acted  as  pirates,  and  that  some  vessel  or  ves- 
sels of  this  countrv,  may  have  afibrded  them  pro- 
tection upon  the  hifh  seas.  Is  this  any  ground 
upon  which  to  inhibit  the  whole  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  St.  Domingo?  I 
a>k,  would  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  becoming  pirates  upon  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land, or  trading,  combining,  or  coofederatina:  with 
pirates  there,  wbicli,  by  the  8(h  statute  of  George 
the  First,  is  made  the  same  thing,  be  any  justifi- 
cation on  the  part  of  that  Government  to  inter- 
dict all  intercourse  with  this  country?  No  maa 
in  his  senses  can  believe  or  say  so.  It  could  not, 
however,  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  thin  circumstance,  so  much  relied  upoa 
by  General  Ferrand,  has  never  been  even  hinted 
at,  either  by  the  French  Minister,  or  by  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  their  recent  communications  on  this 
subject  to  our  Government:  and  it  would  be  pass- 
ing strange  indeed,  if  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  all  other 
men  in  the  world,  should  pass-over  unnoticed  an 
occurrence  of  this  kind,  if  true,  when  for  the  want 
of  causes  of  complaint,  he  had  to  make  a  dinner, 
and  the  toasts  ot  some  private  company  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  subject  of  one  of  them. 
An  affair  with  v^lch  Mr.  Talleyrand  knows  well 
that  this  Government,  or  any  other  free  Govern- 
ment, could  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  they 
had  with  a  complaint  that  was  made  by  Mr.  Adet 
against  our  Almanac  makers,  for  placing  in  their 
Almanacs  the  name  of  the  British  Minister  before 
his.  But  gentlemen  will  find,  by  attending  to  the 
26th  article  of  the  treaty,  that  it  has  little  or  no 
connexion  with  the  present  question;  scarcely 
more  relation  to  it  than  any  text  in  the  Apocrv- 
pha,  but  was  introduced  merely  for  the  punisa- 
ment  of  those  who  should  "receive,  protect,  har- 
bor, conceal,  or  assist,  any  pirates  within  the  ports, 
havens  or  towns,"  of  either  of  the  countries,  re- 
spectively. It  is  not,  sir,  the  26th,  but  the  12th 
article  ot  the  treaty,  that  hears  upon  our  present 
subject,  part  of  which  I  must  be^  leave  now  to 
read :  "  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  either 
^  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchanr 
'  disc  (contraband  goods  always  excepted)  from 

*  any  port  whatever  to  any  port  of  the  enemy  of 

*  the  other,  and  to  sail  and  trade  with  their  ships 
<  and  merchandise,  with  perfect  security  and  liV 

*  erty,from  the  countries,  ports,  and  places  of  those 

*  who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  either  party,  with- 
^  out  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 
'  and  to  pass  not  only  directly  from  the  places  and 
'  ports  of  the  enemy,  aforementioned,  to  neutral 
^  ports  and  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belongf- 

*  ing  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the  juris- 

*  diction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  several, 
^  unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually 
'  blockaded,  besieged,  or  invested."  Here,  sir,  is 
given  to  us  explicitly  the  right,  as  a  neutral  nar 
tion,  of  trading  with  all  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  it  certainly  will  not  be  denied  that  the  people 
of  St.  Domingo  are  such ;  and  not  only  of  tradiag 
directly  from  this  country  to  theirs,  but  from  any 
one  of  their  ports  to  any  other*  If  this  be  not  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  article  I  have  read,  there  is 
no  meaning  m  words  i  a  treaty  is  a  mtfe  carle 
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blanche,  into  which  every  speculative  politician 
nay  foist  his  crude  opinions.  Our  rieht  then  to 
this  commerce  does  not  depend  merely  upon  the 
laws  of  nations,  hut  upon  the  solemn  obligations 
of  this  instrument^  that  no  sophistry  can  evade 
nor  obscure  with  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

I  hold,  therefore,  this  trade  to  be  lawful ;  that 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  it  on ;  and  if,  in  doing  so, 
we  are  annoyed  and  robbed  by  pirates,  we  have 
another  right,  that  of  arming  in  order  to  keep  such 
people  off.'  What  tlo  we  arm  for,  sir?  Is  it  to 
nght  the  French^  to  insult  the  flag,  to  distress  the 
commerce,  or  to  disturb  the  quiet  and  repose  of 
any  nation  ?  No,  sir;  our  conduct  in  this  respect 
fs  sanctioned  by  the  first  law  of  nature.  It  is  upon 
the  same  principle  that  a  private  citizen  would 
prepare  himself  against  the  apprehended  attacks 
of  a  highway  robber  or  a  midnight  assassin.  It  is 
to  defend  our  property  and  our  lives  against  the 
rapacity  and  violence  of  a  horde  of  pirates,  who 
are  notoriously  armed  every  hour  to  assault  them, 
and  whose  conduct  no  nation  will  avow,  punishj 
or  atone  for. 

We  have  been  exultingly  told  by  Mr.  Talley 
rand,  and  it  has  been  echoed  from  this  Chamber 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mit- 
CBiLL,)  that  even  the  British  consider  St.  Do- 
mingo a  colony  of  France,  and  upon  this  princi- 
ple condemn  our  vessels  for  trading  there.  I 
Ijrrant  that  such  a  pretext,  among  many  others, 
has  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce; I  grant  that  such  an  infringement  of  our 
neutral  rights  has  been  committed,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  it  must  be  obvious  to  the 
most  superficial  observer.  The  British,  with  a 
monopoly  of  this  commerce  themselves,  and  those 
same  EngUshmen  who  now  condemn  our  vessels 
for  trading  to  St.  Domingo,  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  a  French  colony,  heretofore,  when  it 
suited  their  purposes,  so  far  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  those  very  people  as  to  enter  into 
a  Uommercial  Treaty  witli  tliem,  and  are  now 
Dot  only  in  the  constant  practice  of  trading  there 
themselves,  but  of  granting  licenses  to  otbers  to 
do  so.  I  hope,  however,  the  day  has  not  come 
when  our  commerce  is  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  or  our  national  rights 
dependent  upon  the  judicial  opinions  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  from  New^ 
York  must  indeed  have  been  pressed  with  the 
barrenness  of  his  case  when  he  had  to  resort  to 
such  an  argument,  derived  from  such  a  source. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kitcbel,) 
I  must  in  candor  say,  has,  in  support  of  the  pres- 
ent measure,  assumed  premises  totally  new  and 
different.  His  reasons,  like  most  of  those  we  have 
been  accustomed  lately  to  hear,  were  in  the  true 
style  of  modern  legislation,  enveloped  in  all  the 
mysteries  of  secrecy.  He  tells  us  that  we  had 
better  give  up  this  commerce,  because  it  is  not 
Taluable.  Where  the  gentleman  obtained  this 
piece  of  information  is  utterly  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  my  understanding:  none  such,  cer- 
tainly, has  ever  been  laid  before  us;  nor  did  he 
condescend  to  give  us  a  clue  to  its  source ;  but  as 
if  sofficieot  to  urge  it  upon  our  faith  with  ail  the 


confidence  of  apostolic  inspiration — to  us  who 
doubted,  he  refused  even  an  opportunity  of  ae-* 
quiring  knowledge  through  any  other  channel; 
voted  against  the  propositions  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  which  went  to  ask  of  the  Executive 
the  actual  state  of  this  commerce,  and  to  ascer- 
tain its  real  value.  To  do  strict  justice  to  the 
gentleman's  argument,  it  is  simply  this,  that  when- 
ever any  foreign  Power  may  please  to  demand  of 
us  thesurrender  of  a  right,  however  just  and  hon- 
est it  may  be;  however  it  may  comport  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  to  preserve  it;  if,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view;  if  upon  a  cool  peddling 
calculation  of  risk,  profit,  and  loss,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  of  high  value,  we  are  at  once  to  give  it 
up.  This  argument,  I  will  confess,  is  worthy  of 
the  bill.  So  striking,  and  of  such  a  kind  is  their 
affinity,  that  they  seem  peculiarly  calculated  to 
expose  each  other,  and  to  excite  in  every  mind 
valuing  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and  the  character 
of  the  nation,  like  sentiments  of  disgust.  The 
case  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Maclay.)  of  the  Indians,  I  think  in  1755, 
under  the  avowed  authority,  direction,  and  sup- 
port of  the  French  Government^  ravaging  our 
frontiers,  surely  can  have  no  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  Has  this  Government  ever  fur- 
nished arms  and  ammunition,  or  done  any  other 
act  in  order  to  assist  and  encourage  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  in  attacking  the  countries  of  their 
neighbors?  I  cannot  conceive  what  subject  that 
might  have  been  before  Congress  during  our  pres- 
ent session,  the  gentleman  must  have  had  in  his 
mind,  to  which  lie  supposed  this  case  could  ap- 
ply ;  certainly  not  the  present ;  it  is  infinitely  more 
distant  in  point  of  analogy  than  of  date.  I  have 
been  exerting  my  imagination  to  discern  any  ob- 
ject or  bearing  it  can  have,  that  I  might  endeavor 
to  meet  it,  but  the  total  impossibility  of  the  one, 
will  save  me  the  trouble  of  the  other. 

A  few  words  now,  Mr.  President,  as  to  the  im- 
policy of  adopting  the  present  measure.  I  fear 
and  believe  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
one  of  the  great  evils  at  present  so  much  com- 
plained of  by  our  merchants ;  the  number  of  pi- 
rates and  freebooters  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
will  have  the  further  eflfect  of  throwing  into  the 
hands  of  other  nations,  especially  the  British,  a 
valuable  commerce,  at  present  conducted  by  our 
own  citizens.  But  there  is  another  iur  more  se- 
rious consequence,  which,  in  all  human  prolMibili- 
ty,  may  result  from  it,  and  to  nAich  I  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from  oat 
Southern  country.  With  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo we  are  now  at  peace;  the  advantages  of 
our  commerce  to  them,  and  their  immediate  de- 
pendence upon  us  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  form 
the  strongest  security  we  could  possibly  ask,  or 
have,  that  no  act  of  hostility  will  be  attempted 
on  their  part  toward  us  while  we  continue  to  treat 
them  as  heretofore  ;  but  only  restrict  or  embarrass 
your  commerce  with  them ;  only  pass  a  measure 
like  the  present,  and  you  wound  them  in  the  ten- 
derest  part;  they  will  see  you,  without  provoca- 
tion, aiming  a  blow  at  their  very  vitals;  and  will 
consider  yoa  as  having  abandoned  yt>ttr  neutral 
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ffroand^aiid  sided  with  their  enemies.    What  will 
be  the  coosequence  ?    Does  any  (j^entleraan  sup* 
pose  that  nearly  a  million  of  people  will  patieutly 
•ta/Fe  when  the  seas  around  them  are  covered 
with  oar  defenceless  merehantmeo,  laden  with 
proFisions?    No, sir,  impossible.    In  addition  then 
to  the  rene^does  that  at  present  prey  upon  you 
there,  yoa  immediately  brine;  upon  your  trade  a 
whole  nation  of  pirates.    Those  people  are  now 
eootent  to  stay  at  home  to  till  their  own  fields,  to 
fight  their  own  battles,  and  to  depend  upon  us  for 
supplies.    I  do  not  wish  to  see  their  views  extend 
furUier.    I  da  not  wish  to  see  them  navigating 
the  ocean,  or  tasting  the  sweets  of  maritime  plun- 
der.   Such  things  are  much  easier  learned  than 
ibrgotten;  much  more  readily  resorted  to  than 
given  up;  and  I  consider  the  general  commerce 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  but  more  es- 
pecially the  delicate  situation  of  our  Southern 
country,  viewing  its  particular  description  of  pop- 
ulation, and  convenience  to  them,  as  imposing 
upon  us  the  strongest  obligations  to  offer  them  no 
ioducements  to  resort  to  either.    Whatever  inter- 
course takes  place  between  us,  I  wish  to  be  in 
their  own  ports,  and  will  never  do  an  act  that 
sbaJI  have  a  tendency  to  bring  to  our  shores  such 
risitors, either  as  friends  or  as  enemies;  and  I  be- 
lieve this  is  the  true  course  to  avoid  the  calamity 
which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  much  to  appre- 
hend, and  which  I  should  deprecate  as  sincerely 
as  any  man. 

I  rejoice  that  the  President  has  expressed,  in 
his  late  Message,  a  disposition  to  take  into  the 
protection  of  the  Government  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  thouj^h  little  has  yet  been  done, 
or  attempted.  Thb  project  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  I  hope  forms  no  part  of  the  new 
sjstemy  and  he  would  have  acted  wisely  before  he 
submitted  it  to  have  examined  better  its  conse- 
quences, and  to  have  looked  for  a  moment  at  the 
present  condition  of  our  commerce.  What  is  it  ? 
i^lundered  upon  every  coast  and  in  every  sea,  your 
flag,  instead  of  being  a  protection  against  insult, 
seems  to  have  become  an  invitation  to  injury. 
The  British,  the  French,  and  the  Spaniards,  m 
the  ratio  of  their  force,  treat  us  with  like  indig- 
nities; this  is  the  only^  point  in  which  they  can 
agree.  The  former  nave  adopted,  and , openly 
avow  a  system  of  measures  that,  if  not  counter- 
acted, must  go  to  deprive  us  of  the  most  import- 
ant ot  our  neutral  rights ;  while  the  two  latter  are 
anxiously  rivalling  each  other  in  the  most  law- 
less and  piratical  depredations  upon  our  defence- 
less trade;  even  the  commissioned  vessels  of  our 
Government  have  not  been  soffered  to  pass  the 
high  seas  without  insult  and  violence.  The  Brit- 
ish and  the  French,  whenever  it  suits  their  views, 
bloekade  our  very  ports;  the  British  take  their 
position  off  New  York,  so  as  to  be  convenient  to 
Cheeouruof  Halifax;  and  our  friends,  the  French, 
to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
told  us  we  should  be  so  particularly  civil,  take 
occasiouaJJy  into  their  holy  keeping,  the  eom- 
meree  of  Charleston  and  new  Orleans,  so  as  to 
be  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  British.  Our 
Hade  with  St.  Domingo,  indeed,  the  French  have  | 


not  been  able  to  stop,  nor  have  even  the  British 
yet  assumed  to  themselves  this  maritime  right; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his 
great  good  faith  and  abundant  charity,  will  now 
anticipate  their  wish^,  and  do  it  for  them.  This, 
indeed,  surpasses  even  Christian  meekness;  it  is 
not  only,  when  smitten  upon  one  cheek,  turning 
the  other  also,  but  chastening  ourselves,  with  more 
than  monkisn  severity,  in  the  most  vulnerable 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsider 
the  fourth  section,  which  restricts  the  operatioa 
of  the  law  to  one  year,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yea&21| 
nays  8,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin, Bradley,  Condity 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  ot 
New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Som- 
ter,  Tamer,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard ,  Hillhoafle,  Picker- 
ing, Plumer,  Stone,  Traey,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo.** 

FainAT,  February  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Qeorgetowo,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Tbacy,  Mitcbill,  and  Smith  of 
Maryland,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "that  a  conunittee  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
present  to  him  the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the 
13th  and  14th  instant,"  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland  and  Mitchill  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  protection  and  inrlemoifi- 
cation  of  American  seamen  ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  reported  to  the  House  without  amendment 
on  motion^  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeaa  10.  nays  IS^ 
as  follows : 

Teas— Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Giknan,  Kitchel, 
Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  and  Turner. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bayard» 
Fenner,  Oaillard,  HiUhouse,  Howland,  Logan,  Maclay» 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stone,  Sumter, 
Thniston,  Tracy,  Worthington,  and  Wright, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Wbight,  Maclay,  Batard, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

That  a  committea  be  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  further  measures  are  necessary  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress  for  the  protection  of  American  seamen, 
and  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 
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The  bill,  entitled  ^*Ad  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvaDia,  entitled  ^An  act  to  empower  the  Board 
of  Wardens  for  the  part  of  Philadelphia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffiih,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Resolved^  That  the  Passidekt  of  the  Senate  and 
ihe  Sf  KAKSB  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  au- 
thorized to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Monday 
the  10th  day  of  March  next : 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
fivaa  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  tbe  town  of  Cincinnati 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and,  hav- 
ing disagreeci  thereto,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment, 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  February  24. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith,"  was  read 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith, 
Maclay,  and  Baldwin  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Mansfield  and  others,  praying  that  that  part  of  the 
district  of  Perth  Amboy  which  is  called  the  town 
of  Jersey  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry ;  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  19th  instant,  who  have  under 
consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to 
be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house 
on  Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts ;"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  for  classing  the  militia,  and  as- 
signinff  to  each  class  its  particular  duties;  and 
the  bill,  haying  been  further  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  Nfouse  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  Marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended ;  and  ordered  that  the  bill,  as  amended) 
lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion, 

<*  That  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  elect  a  committee 
of  three  memhers,  to  execute,  jointly  with  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
purposes  expressed  in  "  the  act  for  the  fhrther  sopport 
of  the  library:" 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Coneress  to  an  actof  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  *An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Ward- 
ens for  the'  port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  second  section  thereof  be  struck  out. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Thrdston  presented  the  petition  of  John 
James  Dufour,  stating  that  he  and  his  associates^ 
some  years  since,  purchased  a  certain  lot  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine ;  and  pray- 
ing that  further  time  may  be  allowed  them  for 
payment  of  their  instalments  in  arrear;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Thrus- 
TON,  Tracy,  and  BAL'bwiN,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  oill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  Robert  Eagles- 
field Griffith,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing^  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State^of 
Ohio:'' and  concurred  therein.   ' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,''  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TuEBOAY,  February  25. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  bill  entitled 
*^An  act  fcr  the  relief  of  the  Gbvernors,  Judirosy 
and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  read  muI 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abu«e 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  fbr- 
eign  Minivers  within  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  aext. 

A  message  from  the  Hodse  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paaeed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use  of  both 
HoQses  of  Congresf),"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  wms 
read,  and  ordered  to  ibe  second  reading. 

Tne  Senate  returned  the  third  reading  of  the 
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biU.  ettiiM  "An  act  extenilng  the  powers  of  the 
Borfffor  Geoeral  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
mnd  for  other  parpoees^'  aod  on  the  question  to 
a^reeto  the  final  passage  of  this  bill,  it  was  de- 
leraiioed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays  11,  as 
fbllovs: 

FiA»— Messrs  Andersan,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
floiiftuid,  Kitchel,  Maday,  Mitcfaiy,  Smith  of  New 
York,  South  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner, 
snd  WorthinglMi. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adsir,  Adams,  Bsyard,  Brsdl^»  Gil- 
san,  HiUtiouse,  Fiokering,  Phimer,  Siaith  of  Marylaad, 
Bauth  of  Vermont,  and  Wright. 

So  it  was  JRegolvedy  That  this  bill  do  pass. 
The  bill  for  classing  the  militia  and  assigning 
to  each  class  its  particular  duties,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and  on  motion  to  amend  this  clause 
of  the  bfll :  ''  and  be  subject  to  the  rules,  regula- 
tieBs,aiid  articles,  provided  for  the  government  of 
the  same,"  to  read  as  follows :  '^  AikI  be  subject  to 
the  roles  to  be  provided  for  the  government  of  the 
Militia :''  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  a^pree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bin  as  aoMBded,  it  passed  In  the  negative — yeas 
8,  nays  19;  ms  foiiows : 

Yeam — Meatn,  Adair,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
Oikio^  Snith  of  Vermont,  ThnistOn,  Tamer,  Worthing- 
lOB,  and  Wright  • 

NiLTS — Mmbts.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
%,  Condift,  Fenaer,  Gaillsrd,  Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Kit- 
siMl,  Logan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Snith  of  New  York,  Boiith  of.  Tennessee,  Stone,  and 


So  the  bin  was  lost 

Bir.  Ejtcbei^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  19th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
'^Aa  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  for 
ereetin^a light  house  on  Wood  Inland  or  Fletcher's 
Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,"  reported 
tke  bill  without  amendment 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
d4th  instant,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
k>intly,  witb  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  fur- 
ther support  of  the- library,"  aad  the  motion  was 
adopted;  and 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Mitchill,  BiiLDwiN, 
wad  Am^aub,  be  the  committee  on  their  part. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 
The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Ba.ld- 
wia,  aod    Mitchill.,    to   consider   and   report 


The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
miitee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  special  committee  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  GJovernor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  the  Indiana  Territory  ;"  and  the  ameod- 
Bteais  having  been  amended,  were  adopted,  and 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  LoQAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  3d  instant,  the  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nickiin  and  Robert 
Eaglesfieid  Griffith."  And  on  the  Question,  Shall 
this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readini^i  ic  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative.    So  the  bill  was  lost 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit 
court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill^  entitled 
''An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Qovernment  of 
Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  Danish  brigantine,  called  the  Henrick,  and 
her  carffo;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  for  altera 
eT^n^  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
district  of  North  Carolina,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  submitted  to  the  consideration  ef 
the  Senate,  a  report  on  those  parts  of  the  memo^ 
rials  firom  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  th« 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  Haven,  which 
relate  to  providing  a  further  naval  armament  for 
the  public  defence,  as  follows  : 

"  In  addition  to  the  strong  reasons  urged  in  those 
two  memorials,  the  committee  refer  to  the  President's 
Message  of  the  third  day  of  December  last,  informing 
Congress  that  considerable  provision  had  been  ma& 
under  former  authorities,  of  materials  for  constructing 
ships  of  war,  that  these  were  on  hand,  and  subject  to 
the  will  of  the  Legislature ;  and  to  two  communica- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  December 
16th  and  Slst,  1805,  giving  inforraanon  that  large  sup- 
plies of  timber,  cannon,  copper,  and  other  valuable  nta* 
terials  for  that  object,  had  been  already  bought  and  paid 
ibr. 

<*  Calculating  the  moderate  appropriation  which  will 
be  required  to  augment,  to  a  very  respectable  degree, 
the  naval  force  of  the  nation ;  contemplating  the  insuUa 
and  depredations,  committed  by  foreigners  near  our 
coasts,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  most  frequented 
harbors ;  and  estimating  the  protection  and  security  to 
the  territory  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  persons  and  prop* 
erty  of  its  citisens,  by  an  enlargement  of  the  means  of 
maritime  defence,  the  committee  recommend  an  ado]^ 
tion  of  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

**  That  it  18  expedient  to  make  provision  by  law  for 
the  appropriatioQ  of  any  balanoe  which  may  reoMia 
unexpended  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  to  the  purpose 
of  buiUiag  ships-Ql^the-line>  under  the  direction  of  the 
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President  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  February  26, 1799." 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  for  coDsideratioo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals;"  and  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted;  and  the  bill  having  been 
further  amended,  its  further  consideration  was 
postponed. 


Thursday,  February  27. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl 
river,  of  the  British  grants  of  lands  lying  in  that 
district,  in  conformity  with  the  7th  section  of  the 
'*Act  refi^ulatinff  the  grants  of  land  and  providing 
for  the  disposalof  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;"  and  the  report 
was  read^  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to 
the  Government  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  the  Danish  brigantine,  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin, 
and  MiTCBiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeit- 
ing the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  on  motion  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

«  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make  any  kind  of  gold  or  silver  coins 
coanterfeit  to,  or  intended  to  resemble  foreign  gold  or 
nlver  coins,  which  shall  not  by  law  be  made  current 
money  within  the  United  States,  with  an  intent  to  utter 
or  make  payment  with  the  same,  by  merdiandiaing  or 
otherwise ;  or  who  diall  utter  any  foreign  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  counterfeit  to,  or  intended  to  resemble  the 
foreign  gold  or  silver  coins  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  counterfeit ;  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
fiiereof,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  forfeit  and 

pay dollars,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same ;  and, 

moreover,  shall   be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  

years." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Oilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Mitchill,  Moore, 
Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hilihouse,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Sumter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  13th  of  January  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled *'An  act  for  establishing  roles  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  3lEt  of  Januarjr  ImC; 
the  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  ot 
American  seameti,  reported  it  with  amendmeota; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  eoftsid- 
eration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes^ 
also  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Landais  ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  conctir- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Besohed,   That copiea  of  the  Constitution  of 

the  United  States,  with  the  amendments  which  have 
been  made  thereto,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  th« 
Senate. 


Friday,  February  28. 

Mr.  LooAN  gave  notice  that  be  should,  on  Mon* 
day  next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a  National  Academy. 

Mr.  Qaillaro,  fron  the  committee  to  whon 
was  referred,  on  the  ll«h  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  declaring  the  coosent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  CaroHna.  passed  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  ont 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  ton- 
nage of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smita  of  Maryland,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  recommending  additional  fortifi- 
cations, and  other  means  of  defence,  for  the  city 
and  harbor  of  New  York,  for  Charleston,  and  other 
places,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  oontiaue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Worthington,  KtrcBEii,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill^  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliir- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  light*house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readings 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  select  oommittee  to  the  bill  for  the  protection 
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mAd  iBdeBBification  of  Americaii  seamen ;  and, 
haYiB^  progressed  thereia  so  far  as  to  striire  out 
all  titeortgioal  bill  except  the  enaetiog  clause, 
and  baving  disagreed  to  the  first  section  reported 
bf  ibe  special  committee  as  a  substitute^ 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  together  with  the  re- 
wmiaing  part  of  the  anendmeots  reported,  be 
iceoramitted  to  Messrs  Batard,  Smith  of  Marr* 
kad,  Baldwin,  Adams,  Bradley,  MiTOHiLL,aDd 
PieKBame.  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mom  DAT,  March  3. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  od  the  llth  of  February  last,  a  bill, 
enntled  ''An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
loan  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  together  with  certain  resolutions 
labfnitted  the  19th  day  of  December  last,  report- 
ed, in  part,  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
aeaaee  to  Issue  grants  and  perfeet  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described;  and  to  settle  claims  on 
the  Tacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same  f*  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  readioff. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatfyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hotise  a^ree  to  the 
ameDdments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 
Sute  jodges  and  State  courts;^  with  amend- 
BieDts,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  on  the  bill  last  men- 
dosed ;  and  they  were  referred  to  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, MiTCBiLL,  and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Orderedy  That  the  bill,  entided  **An  act  pro- 
bibfting  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of  arms 
and  ammunition  from  the  United  States  and  the 
territories  thereof,"  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  relating  to  bonds 
giTen  by  marshals."  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendment  reported  by  the  select 
committee  to  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the 
nriTiLegcs  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign 
MinUters  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams. — There  are  two  points  of  view,  Mr. 
President,  in  which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  import- 
ant that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  be  con- 
sidered— the  one  as  they  relate  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  the  other  as  they  regard  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  From  both  these  sources 
bave  arisen  inducements  combining  to  produce 
conviction  upon  my  mind  of  the  propriety,  and 
indeed  the  necessity,  of  some  measure  similar  in 
principle  to  that  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
propose.  I  shall  toke  the  liberty  to  state  them  in 
thetr  turns,  endeaToring  to  keep  them  as  dbiinct 
from  each  otber  as  the  great  and  obvious  differ- 
eaae  of  their  character  requires,  and  that  their 
combination  on  t^  occaebMH  may  appear  m  the, 


striking  Hght  which  may  render  it  the  most 
effectual. 

By  the  laws  of  nations,  a  foreign  Minister  is  en- 
titled, not  barely  to  the  general  security  and  pro- 
tection which  the  laws  of  every  civilized  people 
extend  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations  residing 
among  them.  He  is  indulged  with  many  privi- 
leges of  a  high  and  uncommon  nature — with  many 
exemptions  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
eovntry  where  he  resides,  and,  among  others,  with 
a  general  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
judicial  courts,  both  civil  and  criminal.  This  im- 
munity is,  in  respect  to  the  criminal  jurisdiction, 
without  limitation ;  and  an  Ambassador,  though 
guilty  of  the  most  aggravated  crimes  of  which  the 
heart  of  man  can  conceive  or  bis  hand  commit, 
cannot-  be  punished  for  them  by  the  tribunals  of 
the  Sovereign  with  whom  he  resides.  Should 
he  conspire  ibe  devtruetion  of  the  constitution  or 
government  of  the  State,  no  Jury  of  his  peers  can 
there  convict  him  of  treason.  Should  he  point 
the  dagger  of  assasination  to  the  heart  of  a  citizen, 
he  cannot  be  put  to  plead  for  the  crime  of  murder. 
In  these  respects  he  is  considered  as  the  subject, 
not  of  the  State  to  which  he  is  sent,  but  of'^the 
State  which  sent  him,  and  the  only  punishment 
which  can  be  infiicted  on  his  crimes  is  left  to  the 
justice  of  his  master. 

In  a  republican  Qovernment,  like  that  under 
which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live,  this  exemp- 
tion is  not  enjoyed  by  any  individual  of  the  nation 
itself,  however  exalted  in  rank  or  station.  It  is 
our  pride  and  glory,  that  all  are  equal  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law;  that,  however  adorned  with  dignity, 
or  armed  with  power,  no  man  owing  allegiance 
to  the  Majesty  of  the  nation  can  screen  himself 
from  the  vindictive  arm  of  her  justice;  yet  even 
the  nations  whose  internal  constitutions  are  found- 
ed upon  this  virtuous  and  honorable  principle  of 
equal  and  universal  rights,  have,  like  all  the  rest, 
submitted  to  this  great  and  extraordinary  excep- 
tion. In  order  to  account  for  so  singular  a  devi- 
ation from  principles  in  every  other  respect  deemed 
of  the  highest  moment  and  of  the  most  universal 
application,  we  mustinquire  intothe  reasons  which 
have  induced  all  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world 
to  this  broad  departure  from  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  their  government. 

The  most  eminent  writers  on  the  laws  of  na- 
tions bave  at  different  times  assigned  various  rea- 
sons for  this  phenomenon  in  politics  and  morals. 
It  has  sometimes  bten  said  to  rest  upon ^^ioTi^  of 
law.  The  reasoning  has  been  thus :  every  Sover- 
eign Prince  is  independent  of  all  others,  and  as 
such  cannot,  even  when  personally  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  another,  be  amenable  to  his  jurisdiction. 
An  Ambassador  represents  the  person  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  therefore  must  enjoy  the  same  immuni- 
ties. But  this  reasoning  cannot  be  satisfactory; 
for,  in  the  first  place,  a  &reign  Minister  does  not 
necessarily  represent  the  person  of  his  master — he 
represents  him  only  in  his  affiiirs ;  and  besides  rep- 
resenting him  he  has  a  personal  existence  of  lua 
own,  altogether  distinct  from  his  representative 
character,  aad  for  which,  on  the  principles  of 
cfMomon  sense,  he  ought,  like  every  other  Individ- 
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ual^  to  be  responsible.  At  other  times,  another 
fiction  of  law  has  been  alleged,  in  this  manner: 
the  foreign  Minister  is  not  the  subject  of  the  State 
to  which  he  is  sent,  but  of  his  own  Sovereign :  be 
is  therefore  to  be  considered  as  still  residing  within 
the  territories  of  his  master,  and  not  in  those  of 
the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  accredited.  But  this 
fiction,  like  the  other,  forgets  the  personal  exist* 
eiiceof  the  Minister.*  It  is  dangerous,  at  all  times, 
to  derive  important  practical  consequences  (torn 
fictions  of  law,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fact.  If 
the  principle  of  personal  representation,  or  that  of 
ea:terrUoiri€Uity  annexed  to  the  character  of  a  for- 
eign Minister  be  admitted  at  all,  it  can  in  ^ound 
argument  apply  only  to  his  official  conduct — to 
his  acts  in  the  oapacitv  of  a  Minister,  and  not  to 
his  pri?ate  and  indiviaual  affairs.  The  Minister 
can  represent  the  person  of  the  Prince,  no  other- 
wise than  as  an^  aprent  or  factor  represents  the 
person  of  his  principal;  and  it  would  be  an  ill 
compliment  to  a  Sovereiicn  Prince  to  consider  him 
as  personally  represented  by  bis  Minister  in  the 
commission  of  an  atrocious  crime.  Another  ob- 
jection against  this  wide-encroaching  inference 
from  the  doctrine  of  personal  representation,  is, 
that  it  is  suitable  only  to  Monarchies.  The  Min- 
ister of  a  King  may  be  feigned  to  represent  in  all 
respects  the  person  of  his  master,  but  what  person 
can  be  represented  by  the  Ambassador  of  a  Re- 
public ?  If  I  am  answered,  the  mora/pcr«on  of  the 
nation,  then  I  re[t\y,  that  can  be  represented  by  no 
individual,  l)eing  itself  a  fiction  in  law,  incapable 
of  committing  anv  act,  and  having  no  corporeal 
existence  susceptiole  of  representation.!    I  have 

*  It  is  manifest,  that,  if  exterritoriaUtt/  were  to  be 
allowed  to  Ministers,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  term» 
it  would  entitle  them  to  many  rights  which  they  cer- 
tainly have  not :  on  the  other  hand,  the  privileges  al- 
lowed them  extend  far  beyond  what  the  universal  law 
of  nations  prescribes  in  their  favor  on  this  g^und.  Both 
these  positions  will  be  proved  hereafter,  and  also  that 
this  extremely  loose  notion  of  exterritoriality  is  not 
always  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  rights  to  which  a  Min- 
ister may  pretend. — Martens*  Summary  of  the  Modem 
Law  of  ifatiorut  book  7,  chop.  5. 

t  The  representative  character  of  the  Ambasaador  ia 
the  sign  of  representation  of  the  Sovereign  who  sends, 
addressed  to  the  Sovereign  who  receives  the  Minister. 
Ambassadors  being  natually  the  mandatories  of  the 
Prince  by  whom  they  are  sent,  the  representative  char- 
acter, by  the  law  of  natare,  consists  in  the  power  of 
transacting  any  public  business  in  the  name  and  right  of 
the  Sovereign,  by  whom  they  are  sent,  with  another  Sov- 
ereign Power ;  consequently,  by  the  law  of  nature,  an 
Ambassador  is  not  as  it  were  the  same  moral  person  as 
he  who  sends  him,  so  as  to  be  the  same  as  if  his  mas- 
ter himself  were  present ;  nor  is  the  Prince  to  whom  he 
is  sent  bound  to  consider  him  as  his  equal.  And  as 
there  is  no  necessity,  either  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness or  for  the  dignity  of  the  sender,  which  may  be  pre- 
served without  it,  of  that  representative  character  which 
consists  in  the  power  of  representing  the  person  of  the 
sender,  neither  is  the  representative  character,  when 
stretched  beyond  the  rules  of  natural  law,  any  part  of 
the  voluntary  law  of  naticms :  and,  consequently,  it' in- 
troduced by  usage,  it  is  part  of  the  customary  law ;  if  by 
tMaty,  partof  the  conventional  law  of  nations.    Where* 


said  thus  mock  on  this  subject,  because  I  have 
heard  in  conversation  these  legal  fictions  alleged 
against  the  adoption  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and 
because  they  may  perhaps  be  urged  against  it  here* 

But  it  is  neither  in  the  fiction  of  exterritoriality 
nor  in  that  of  personal  representation,  that  we  are 
to  seek  for  the  substantial  reason  upon  which  the 
customary  law  of  nations  has  foonded  the  extra* 
ordinary  privileges  of  Ambassadors;  it  ia  in  the 
nature  of  their  office,  of  their  ^tiea,  and  of  their 
situation. 

By  their  office,  they  are  intended  to  be  the  me- 
diators of  peace,  of  commerce^  and  of  friendship^ 
between  nations;  by  their  duties,  they  are  bound 
to  maintain  with  firmness,  though  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation,  the  rights,  th^  honor,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  their  nation,  even  in  the  midst  of  those  who 
have  opposing  interests,  who  assert  conflicting 
rights,  and  wIh)  are  guided  by  an  equal  and  ad- 
vert sense  of  honor ;  by  their  situation  they  would, 
without  some  extraordinary  provision  ai  theif 
favor,  J>e  at  the  mercy  of  the  very  Prince  against 
whom  they  are  thus  to  maintain  the  rights,  the  hon- 
or, and  the  interest  of  their  own.  As  the  Ministars 
of  peace  and  friend8hip,their  Amotions  are  not  only 
of  the  highest  and  naost  beneficial  utility,  hot  of 
indispensable  necessity  to  ail  nations  having  any 
mutual  intercourse  with  each  other.  They  are 
the  only  instruments  by  which  the  miseries  of  war 
can  be  averted  when  it  approaches,  or  terminated 
when  it  exists.  It  is  by  their  agency  that  the  pre- 
judices of  contending  nationaace  to  be  dissipated — 
that  the  violent  and  destructive  passions  of  na- 
tions are  to  be  appeased — that  men,  as  far  as  their 
nature  will  admit,  are  to  be  converted  from  buteh- 
ers  of  their  kind,  into  a  band  of  friends  and  bro- 
thers. It  is  thb  consideration,  sir>  which,  by  the 
common  consent  of  mankind,  has  surrounded  with 
sanctity  the  official  character  of  Ambassadors^  it 
is  this  which  has  enlarged  their  independency  to 
such  an  immeasurable  extent;  it  is  this  which  has 
loosed  them  from  all  the  customary  ties  which 
bind  together  the  social  compact  of  common  rights 
and  common  obligations. 

But  immunities  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary 
cannot,  from  the  nature  of  mankind,  be  frequently 
conferred,  without  becoming  liable  to  frequent 
abuse.  Ambassadors  are  still  beings  subject  to  the 
passions,  the  vices,  and  infirmities  of  man.  How^ 
ever  exempted  from  the  danger  of  punishment, 
they  are  not  exempt  from  the  commission  of  crimes. 
Besides  their  participation  in  the  imperfections  of 
humanity,  they  have  temptations  and  opportuni- 
ties peculiar  to  themselves,  to  transgressions  of  a 
very  dangerous  description,  and  a  very  aggravated 
character.  While  the  functions  or  their  office 
place  in  their  hands  the  management  of  those  great 

fore,  the  consequences  derived  from  this  character  re- 
specting Ambassadors  belong  neither  to  the  law  of  natnre 
nor  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nations,  mnch  less  do  they 
sanction  the  gratuitous  additions  by  which  they  are 
amplified.  Hence,  no  nation  is  bound  to  acknowledge 
them,  unless  in  coneeqnence  of  express  «tipolatioD« — 
Wolf  btstUutes  of  tht  Law  of  Nature  and  NaUam, 
pmrt  6,  chof.  10,  «ee.  1849. 
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eoiitfaveffsies,  upon  wbieh  whole  nations  are  wont 
to  stake  tbeir  existence;  while  their  situations 
mSofd  chem  the  means,  and  stimulate  them  to  the 
eBp^rnoeDt  of  the  base  but  powerful  weapons  of 
ftelion,  of  corruption,  and  of  treachery,  their  very 
{Mifileges  and  immunities  concur  in  assailing  their 
wt^nij  W  ^^  promise  of  security,  eren  in  case^ 
of  meat— of  impunity,  e?en  after  detection. 

The  experience  of  all  ages  and  of  every  nation 
Jbas  therefore  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  erec;tinj; 
some  barrier  against  the  abuse  of  those  immuni" 
ties  and  privil^s,  with  which  foreign  Ministers 
have  mt  all  times  and  everywhere  been  indulged. 
la  some  aggravated  instances  the  rulers  of  the 
Sta<6  where  the  erime  was  committed  have  boldly 
broken  down  the  wall  of  privilege  under  which 
ibe  gaUty  stranger  would  fain  have  sheltered  him- 
aell^  and  ia  de&nce  of  the  laws  of  nations  have 
debvered  up  the  criminal  to  the  tribunals  of  the 
couBtrf  for  trial,  sentence,  and  execution ;  at  other 
timee  the  popular  indignation,  by  a  process  still 
more  irregular,  has,  without  the  forms  of  law, 
wreaked  its  ven||eanoe  open  the  perpetrators  of 
tboee  crimes,  wbieb  otherwise  must  have  remained 
uowhipped  of  justice.  Cases  have  sometimes 
oeearred  when  the  principles  of  self-preservatioa 
•ad  defence  have  justified  the  injured  Governmentj 
endaMered  in  its  vital  pai^s,  in  arresting  the  per- 
son ofsttch  a  Minister  during  the  cnsis  of  danger, 
aadeoofiniag  him  under  guard  until  he  could  with 
ia£ety  be  removed.  But  the  practice  which,  the 
leaMMi  of  the  case  and  the  usage  of  nations  has 
prescribed  and  reco|rnised,is,  (according  to  the  ag- 
mtvaiion  of  ibe  o£^nce,)  to  order  the  criminal  to 
aepart  from  the  territories  whoHC  laws  he  has 
▼tolated,  or  to  send  him  home,  sometimes  ander 
custody,  to  his  Sovereign ;  demanding  of  him  that 
joatice,  reparation,  and  punishment,  which  the 
nature  of  the  case  requires,  and  which  he  alone  10 
•Btitled  to  dispense.  This  po)rer  is  admitted  by 
the  coBCurrent  testimony  of  all  the  writers  on  the 
la^irs  of  nations,  and  has  the  sanction  of  practice 
equally  universal.  It  results,  indeed,  as  a  conse- 
qneace  absolutely  necessary  from  the  indepen- 
dence of  foreign  Ministers  on  the  judicial  aathor- 
itjj  and  is  perfectly  reconcilable  with  it.  As 
respects  the  offended  nation,  it  is  a  measure  of  self- 
deieaoe,  justified  by  the  acknowledged  destitution 
of  every  other  remedy.  As  resjpects  the  offending 
Minister,  it  is  the  only  means  or  remitting  him  for 
trial  and  punbhment  to  the  tribunals  whose  juriti- 
diction  he  cannot  recuse;  and  as  respects  his  Sov- 
ereign, it  preserves  inviolate  his  rights,  and  at  the 
nme  time  manifests  that  confidence  in  his  justice 
which  civilized  nations  living  in  amity  are  bound 
to  place  in  each  other.* 


*  H  seems  it  may  be  said  oa  this  subjecl  that  there 
is  BO  ens  in  which  the  ordinary  tribunals  can  extend 
their  jsnedbtion  over  pabKc  Ministers,  and  this  with 
tbe  more  confidence,  as  I  fiad  it  is  the  opinion  of  G>o- 
Thit  k  ineonteitable  with  regard  to  common 
and  as  fi>r  orimss  of  Stale,  wherein  the  Am- 
r  vnlates  the  laws  of  nations — ^partkularly  if  he 
attesipt  the  life  of  the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  sent-— Uie 
8overaign  aksM^  or  the  Cennail  itf  StaU  ia  his  behalf 


On  these  principles,  thus  equitable  and  moder- 
ate in  themselves, and  thus  universal y  established, 
is  founded  every  provision  of  the  bill  before  you, 
so  far  as  it  implicates  the  law  of  nations.  I  have 
been  fully  aware  that,  although  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  Congress  are  authorized 
to  define  and  punish  offences  against  the  law  of 
nations,  yet  this  did  npt  implv  a  power  to  inno- 
vate upon  those  law?.  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  Legislature  of  one  individual  in  the  great 
community  of  nations  has  no  right  to  prescribe 
rules  of  conduct  which  can  be  binding  upon  all ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  provisipns  of  this  bill,  it  was 
my  primary  object  not  to  deviate  one  step  from 
the  worn  and  beaten  path — not  to  vary  one  jot 
or  one  tittle  from  the  prescriptions  of  immemorial 
usage  and  unquestioned  authority. 

In  consulting  for  this  purpose  the  writers,  char- 
acterized by  one  of  our  own  statesmen  in  a  pam- 
phlet recently  laid  on  our  tables,  as  ^^  the  lumina- 
ries and  oracles  to  whom  the  appeal  is  generally 
made  by  nations  who  prefer  an  appeal  to  law 
rather  than  to  power,"  I  found  that  they  distio- 

?:uished  the  offences  which  may  be  committed  by 
breign  Ministers  into  two  kinds* — the  one  against 


can  take  cognizance  of  it — can  arrest  the  traitor  in  his 
house,  and  aflerwards  send  him  with  the  proofs  to  the 
Prince  his  master  for  punishment — Wiqueforfs  Am' 
baasador,  hook  1,  tec.  29. 

Princes  sometimes  oblige  Ministers  to  depart  fi-om 
their  dominions,  and  send  them  away  under  an  armed 
escort  Queen  Elizabeth  caused  Don  Bemardin  de 
Mendoza,  Ambassador  of  Spain,  and  the  Bishop  of  Ron, 
Ambassador  from  the  Queen  of  Scots,  to  be  shipped  off 
Louis  XIV.  of  France  sent  under  goard  to  the  frontieis 
of  8avoy  a  Nuncio  from  the  Pope.  The  King  of  Por- 
tugal diamiaaed  in  like  manner  a  llinister  from  the  Pope 
in  1646.  And  in  1659,  under  Cardinal  Mazann«  the 
Resident  from  the  Elector  of  Brmdenborg  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  afUrwards  put  into  the  Bastile, 
whence  he  was  taken,  sent  to  Calais  in  custody,  and 
there  embarked^  In  1667  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain 
oidered  the  Ar^kishop  of  Embrun,  Ambassador  to 
Spain,  to  withdraw,  and  would  not  sufibr  him  to  wait 
in  Madrid  fbr  the  letters  which  he  expected  to  receive 
by  the  first  courier.  All  he  could  obtain  was  to  stop  at 
Alcala  until  their  arrival,  and  there  he  received  them^*- 
Wiquefort,  book  1,  tee.  30. 

An  Ambassador  ought  to  be  independent  of  every 
Power  except  that  by  which  he  is  sent,  and  of  conse- 
quence ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  mere  municipal 
laws  of  that  nation  wherein  he  is  to  exerciso  his  func- 
tions. If  he  grossly  offends,  or  makes  an  ill  use  of  hie 
charsM^ter,  he  may  be  sent  home  and  accused  before  hie 
master,  who  is  bound  either  to  do  justice  upou  him  or 
avow  himself  the  accomplice  of  his  crimes. — Christian*$ 
Biackstoney  vol  i,p.  253.  See  aUo  Monietquieu,  Sp* 
JL  26,  21. 

*  Suppose  an  Ambassador  guilty  of  a  crime  deserv- 
ing puniihment  in  a  court  of  justice,  where  then  is  he 
to  be  accused  and  punished  1 

In  this  question  we  must  distinguish  between  two 
sorts  of  eriaaes  oC  whieh  an  Ambassador  may  have  been 
guilty.  Either  iie  has  aimply  committed  an  oAenee^ 
injurious  to  civil  society  and  the  public  tranquillity — 
such  as  homicide,  adultery,  or  almost  any  other  of  the 
emnmen  eiime^  as  thc^  majr  be  termedr-or  he  has 
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the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  where  tbey 
reside;  and  the  other  against  the  Govern raent-or 
State  to  which  they  are  accredited  ;  and  that  ihey 
recommended  a  correspondent  modification  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated  by  the 
ofifended  Sovereign.  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
therefore  directs  the  mode  of  treatment  towards 
foreign  Ministers  guiltv  of  heinous  offences  against 
the  municip^il  laws;  for.  as  to  those  minor  trans- 
gressions which  are  usually  left  unnoticed  by  other 
States,  I  have  thought  no  provision  necessary  for 
them.  The  section  points  out  the  mode  by  which 
the  insulted  State  or  injured  individual  may  apply 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  for  redress, 
and  by  what  process  the  President  may  obtain  rep- 
aration from  the  offender's  Sovereign,  or,  in  case 
of  refusal,  dismiss  the  offender  from  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.* 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  case  of  of- 
fences against  the  Government  of  the  nation.  If 
the  insult  is  direct  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  himself,  it  authorizes  him  at  once  to 
discard  the  offender;  if  the  injury  be  against  the 
nation,  by  any  conspiracy  or  other  act  or  hostility, 
it  offers  tne  means  of  removing  at  once  so  danger- 
ous a  disturber  of  the  public  tranquillity.  This 
also  will  be  found  exactly  conformable  to  the  di- 
rections in  Vattel.i 


tranfg^etsed  against  the  pemon  of  the  Sovereign,  or 
against  the  State,  which  is  usuallv  called  treason  or  hos- 
tility.— Byndershoek,  De  faro  Legatorum,  tvith  Bar- 
beyrae^s  Commentary,  chap.  17,  sec.  6. 

*  Should  an  Ambassador  forget  the  duties  of  his  sta- 
tion ;  should  he  render  himself  disagreeable  and  dan- 
gerous, firom  cabals  and  enterprises ;  pernicious  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  citizens,  the  State,  or  Prince,  to  whom 
he  is  sent ;  there  are  several  ways  of  correcting  him, 
proportionate  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  fault  If 
he  maltreats  the  subjects  of  the  State — if  he  commita 
any  acts  of  injustice  or  violence  towards  them— the  sub- 
jects injured  are  not  to  seek  redress  from  the  common 
magistracy,  the  Ambassador  being  independent  of  their 
jurisdiction;  consequently,  those  magistrates  cannot 
proceed  directly  against  mm.  On  such  occasions,  the 
Sovereign  is  to  be  applied  to;  he  demands  justice  from 
the  Ambassador's  master,  and,  in  case  of  a  refusal,  may 
order  the  insolent  Minister  to  quit  his  dominions. — 
Vattel,  book  4,  chap.  7,  uc.  94. 

t  Should  a  foreign  Minister  offend  the  Prince  him- 
self—be wanting  in  respect  to  him — and  by  his  intrigues 
raise  disturbances  in  the  State  and  Court,  the  injured 
Prince,  from  a  particular  regard  to  the  Minister's  mas- 
ter, sometimes  requires  that  he  should  be  recalled ;  or, 
if  the  fault  be  more  heinous,  the  Prince  forbids  him  the 
Court  till  he  receives  an  answer  from  his  master ;  but 
in  important  cases,  he  proceeds  so  far  as  to  order  him 
to  quit  his  dominions.  Every  Sovereign  has  an  un- 
questionable right  to  proceed  in  this  manner;  lor,  being 
master  in  his  own  dominions,  no  foreigner  can  stay  at 
his  Court  or  in  his  dominions  without  his  permisnion. 
And  though  Sovereigns  are  generally  obliged  to  hear 
the  overtures  of  foreign  Powers,  and  to  admit  their 
Ministers,  this  obligation  ceases  entirely  with  regard  to 
a  Minister  who,  being  himself  wanting  in  the  duties 
incumbent  on  him  from  his  character,  becomes  danger- 
ous or  justly  anspected  hy  him  to  whom  lie  is  to  come 


The  third  section  brings  me  to  the  consideration 
of  the  relation  which  the  bill  bears  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Scates.  It  contains  a  regti- 
lation,  the  object  of  which  is  at  once  to  prevent 
all  misunderstanding  by  the  offending  M mister's 
Sovereign  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  should 
be  ordered  to  depart  or  sent  home,  and  to  mark  by 
a  strong  line  of  discrimination  the  cases  when  a 
foreign  Minister  is  dismissed  for  misconduct,  from 
those  when  he  is  expelled  on  account  of  natiooal 
differences.  In  this  latter  case^  by  the  general 
understanding  and  usage  of  nations,  an  order  to 
depart  given  to  a  foreign  Minister  is  equivalent  to 
a  declaration  of  war.  In  the  European  Govern- 
ments, where  the  power  of  declaring  war  and  that 
of  negotiating  with  foreign  Slates  are  committed 
to  the  same  bands,  this  nice  discrimination  of  the 
specific  reasons  for  which  a  Minister  may  be  dis- 
missed is  far  less  important  than  with  as.  The 
power  of  declaring  war  is  with  us  exclusively  vest- 
ed in  Congress ;  and  as  the  order  to  depart  when 
founded  on  national  disputes,  amounts^o  such  a 
declaration,  it  appears  to  me,  by  fair  inference, 
that  for  such  cause  the  President  of  the  United 
States  cannot  issue  such  an  order  without  the  ex- 
press request  or  concurrence  of  Congress  to  that 
effect.  It  was  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that, 
in  the  present  bill,  the  power  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  send  home  a  culpable  Minister  is  so  pre* 
cisely  limited  to  the  cases  when  the  Minister  shall 
have  deserved  that  treatment  by  his  personal  mis- 
conduct. This  distinction  between  the  causes  for 
which  a  foreign  Minister  may  be  sent  home  has 
been  solemnly  recognised  in  a  remarkable  manner 
by  this  Government  in  the  treaty  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain of  the  19th  November,  1794,  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  article.* 

Here,  sir.  the  sending  home  a  Minister  for  na- 
tional causes  is  recognised  to  be  the  very  test  of  a 
rupture,  and  exactly  tantamount  to  a  declaration 
of  war. '  But  the  same  act,  done  for  the  Minister's 
personal  misconduct,  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  right 
of  both  parties,  which  they  agree  to  retain ;  and 
it  is  stipulated  that  it  shall  not  in  that  case  be 
deemed  equivalent  to  a  rupture.  The  expressions 
used  imply  that  the  parties  did  not  consider  them- 
selves as  introducing  in  (his  part  of  the  article  a 
new  law,  but  as  explaining  the  old.  It  is  merely 
declaratory,  *'  for  greater  certainty,"  and  the  pre- 
vious existence  of  the  ri^ht  is  recognised  by  the 
stipulation  that  both  parties  shall  retain  it.  This 
is  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  which  have  ex- 
only  as  a  Minster  of  Peace. —  Vaitel,  book  4,  e?iap.  7,  sec 
96,96. 

•  And  for  greater  certainty  it  is  declared  that  a  rup- 
ture shall  not  be  deemed  to  exist  while  negotiations  ibr 
accommodating  differences  shall  be  depending,  nor  until 
the  respective  Ambassadon  or  Ministers  (if  such  there 
shall  be)  shall  be  recalled  or  sent  home  on  account  of 
such  diffisrenees,  and  not  on  account  of  personal  mis- 
conduct, according  to  the  nature  end  degrees  of  whidi 
both  parties  retain  their  rights  either  to  request  the 
recall  or  immediately  to  send  home  the  Ambassador  or 
Mmister  of  the  othen  and  that  without  prsjudice  to  thek 
mutual  iriendahip  and  good  understuidibg* — TVeiOv 
wUk  Orsai  Brkmm,  I9th  Nsvsmber,  1794,  ari.  S«. 
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pired  ;  bat  as  ez|Mressinf[r  the  sense  both  of  oor  own 
nation  and  <^f  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  to 
whidi  it  relates,  it  is  as  effectual  as  it  ever  could 
lie.  Its  provisions  are  still  binding  upon  both 
parties  as  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  thougb  they 
Bave  ceased  to  be  obligatory  as  positive  stipula- 
tioos. 

This  view  of  th^  subject  will  also  furnish  me  with 
an  answer  to  the  question  which  has  more  than 
oaee  been  put  to  me,  and  which  may  perhaps  be 
lepeated  here.  It  has  been  asiced,  whether  the  first 
and  second  sections  of  the  hill  are  not  superflu- 
oas — whether  the  cases  are  not  already  provided 
for,  and  whether  the  President  does  not,  beyond 
ail  question,  possess  the  power  which  they  pur- 
pose to  rest  in  him  ? 

That  the  power  is  beyond  question  vested  in 
him  is,  sir,  more  than  I  can  take  upon  me  to  say. 
Had  I  thought  it  beyond  all  question,  I  certainly 
shooid  not  have  brought  forward  the  bill  in  its 
present  shape.  And  I  will  in  candor  add,  that  if, 
after  a  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  of  opinion  that  the  power  is  vested 
ia  hica  beyond  all  question,  they  will  of  course 
either  reject  the  bill,  or  reduce  it  to  a  mere  modi- 
fication of  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  exercise 
the  right,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient. 

By  ibe  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
Executive  power  is  generally  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  is  expressly  autnorized  and  directed 
to  "  receive  Ambassadors  and  other  public  Minis- 
ters." Now,  sir,  by  the  general  grant  of  the  Ex* 
eeutiye  power,  according  to  the  writers  who  have 
scrutinized  and  discriminated  with  the  nicest  ac- 
eorac)r  the  powers  of  €k>vernment,  the  power  of 
declaring  war  would  of  course  be  included.  Such 
is  the  opinion,  not  only  of  Montesquieu^  but  of 
Rouueau.  the  most  republican  of  writers  on  laws 
and  constitutions.  The  practice  of  all  the  Qov- 
eroments  in  Europe  which  ever  recognised  the 
division  of  power  is  conformable  to  this  theory. 
Bot  oar  Constitution  has  expressly  made  the  dec- 
laration  of  war  a  Legislative  act,  and,  by  fair  infer- 
ence, whatever  is  by  the  custom  of  nations  equiv- 
alent to  a  declaration  of  war,  we  are  bound  to 
consider  as  a  Legislative  act  also.  Thus,  then, 
altboogh  the  President  is  invested  with  the  exec- 
Qtire  power,  and  although  he  is  to  receive  foreign 
Ministers,  yet,  not  having  the  power  to  declare 
war,  he  cannot  possess  that  of  orderinff  away  a 
foreign  Minister  for  causes  of  national  difference, 
because  that  is  a  virtual  declaration  of  war  He 
is  authorized  to  receive  forei&^n  Ministers,  and  by 
this  grant  of  power  he  must  be  authorized  to  de- 
termine when,  how,  whom,  he  will  receive  as  iiuch. 
He  must  be  considered  as  possessing  the  power  to 
determine  upon  all  those  cases  when  a  man,  com* 
ing  as  an  accredited  Minister,  may  by  the  laws  of 
nations  be  denied  a  reception ;  and  he.  must  also 
be  allowed  to  determine  when  he  will  cease  to 
receive  a  man  in  that  capacity,  after  he  has  been 
admitted.  This  includes,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the 
right  lo  request  his  recall*  and  even  to  intimate 
the  wish  to  a  forei^  Minister  that  he  would  de- 
|iart;  but  whether  it  also  includes  the  power  pofd- 
tively  to  order  his  departure,  and,  stiU  more,  to  send 


him  home  by  constraint,  is  not  in  my  mind  abso- 
lutely beyond  a  doubt.  Ceasing  to  receive  him 
as  a  public  Minister  is  not  ordering  him  away, 
much  less  is  it  sending  bin)  home.  Ii  is  clear  the 
President  should  have  the  power  to  send  home  a 
foreign  Minister  in  some  cases:  it  has  not,  in 
express  terms,  given  him  the  power  in  any  case. 
Whether  he  has  it  by  implication,  in  the  case  of  a 
Minister's  misconduct,  seems  to  me  not  absolutely 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  I  believe  the  very  doubt  in  a 
point  of  this  magnitude  would  operate  to  prevent 
its  exercise  in  a  case  of  the  utmost  need.  That 
doubt  it  was  my  purpose  by  this  bill  to  remove. 
To  remove  it  (if  it  exists)  is  unquestionably  within 
the  power  of  Congress,  and  the  occasion  calls 
loudly  for  their  interposition.  The  doubt  appears 
the  more  rational  from  the  fact  that  the  power  has 
never  been  exercised.  The  revocation  of  exequa- 
turs of  two  foreign  Consuls  by  President  Wash- 
ington have  been  mentioned  as  cases  in  point,  but 
are  not  applicable ;  for  in  the  first  place,  Consuls 
are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
foreign  Ministers;  and  in  the  next,  the  revocation 
of  an  exequatur  is  barely  equivalent  by  analogy 
to  the  cessation  to  receive  a  Minister:  it  neither 
sends  the  man  away,  nor  orders  him  to  depart. 

But  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  the  bill  to  be  at- 
tacked from  quarters  in  direct  opposition  to  each 
other ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  been  cen- 
sured as  vesting  in  the  President  a  power  which 
beyond  all  question  he  possesses  already^  on  the 
other  it  has  been  blamed  as  putting  in  his  hands 
a  power  which  beyond  all  question  he  has  not, 
and  which  the  Constitution  never  intended  he 
should  have.  This  construction  of  our  Constitu- 
tion has  been  laid  down,  sir.  for  our  edification  and 
improvement  by  a  foreign  Minister  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  our  Secretary  of  State,  which  I 
speak  of  as  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  because 
it  has  been  published  in  all  our  newspapers,  and 
remains  uncontradicted.  I  must  however  observe, 
that  at  the  time  when  this  bill  was  introduced,  I 
had  never  seen  and  had  no  knowledge  of  this 
learned  Spanish  commentary  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

I  had  not  imagined  that  the  trife  intent  and 
meanin?  of  our  ^reat  national  compact  was  to  be 
settled  by  a  foreign  Minister,  neither  did  it  enter 
my  heart  to  conceive  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  to  receive  lessons  from  a  Span- 
iard upon  the  extent  of  its  Constitutional  powers. 
Yet,  sir,  so  it  is.  The  Spanish  Minister  has  first 
chosen  to  construe  into  an  order  what  he  was  ex- 
pressly told  was  not  an  order,  and  next  to  tell  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  that  this  order  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
this  country.  I  find,  however,  that  there  are  even 
American  citizens  who  think  with  this  diplomatic 
expounder  of  our  laws,  that  the  President  in  no 
case  luis  the  power  to  order  a  foreign  Minister  to 
depart  from  our  territories.  I  have  myself  always 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  that,  for  these  cases  of  per- 
sonal misconduct,  the  power  of  removal  was  given 
by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  though  not  per- 
haps by  its  letter.  That  he  ought  to  possess  it,  is 
not  in  my  miod  a  subject  of  doubt  at  all  \  for,  con. 
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sideriag  the  nature  of  a  foreig^Q  Minister's  privi- 
leges, and  the  danger  and  urgency  of  the  cases 
wherein  men  invested  with  that  character  most 
frequently  abuse  them,  to  deny  the  President'the 
exercise  of  the  only  means  which  can  control  them, 
is  to  deny  the  nation  itself  the  means  of  self- 
defence  in  the  most  perilous  extremities.  It  may 
be  asked  whether  this  argument  would  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  cases  in  which  I  deny  the 
President's  power  to  expel  a  foreign  Minister,  and 
in  which  the  bill  does  not  propose  to  five  it?  To 
this,  I  answer,  No.  In  every  possib^  case  when 
a  public  Minister  could  be  ordered  home  on  ac- 
count of  national  differences  Congress  must  be  in 
session,  or  must  be  summoned  for  that  purpose. 
Such  a  state  of  things  cannot  suddenly  arise.  It 
is  a  measure  never  to  be  resorted  to,  unless  with 
the  settled  determination  of  war;  and  its  exercise 
never  can  be  necessary  for  the  President,  to  the 
execution  of  his  Constitutional  powers. 

But  the  personal  misconduct  of  a  Minister  may 
bappen  at  any  time — when  Congress  is  not  in  ses- 
sion as  probably  as  when  it  is.  It  would  certainly 
happen  more  frequently  in  the  former  case  than 
in  the  latter,  if  during  the  recess  no  power  of  re- 
straint upon  him  could  be  used.  These  are  offences, 
the  detection  of  which  would  be  often  accidental, 
sudden,  unexpected — calling  for  the  instantaneous 
interposition  of  a  vigorous  arm  to  rescue  the  coun- 
try from  its  danger.  Suppose  a  conspiracy  like 
that  of  Tarquin's  Ambassadors,  or  that  of  Cata- 
line  at  Rome — like  that  of  Bedmar  at  Venice — 
like  that  of  Cellamare  in  France :  To  say  that  the 
President  should  have  noweapon  of  defence  within 
his  reach  until  CoDgress  should  be  assembled, 
would  give  the  conspiring  Minister  the  power  td^ 
execute  at  full  leisure  such  orders  as  Cellamare 
received  from  Cardinal  Alberoni,and  enable  him. 
before  his  hand  could  be  arrested,  to  set  fire  to  all 
the  mines.  It  is  therefore  as  clear  to  me  that  the 
President  ought  to  possess  the  power  of  expulsion 
for  personal  offences,  as  that  he  oueht  not  to  pos- 
sess the  same  power  for  causes  of  national  con- 
troversy. And  if  the  Constitution  by  its  silence 
has  left  it  questionable,  it  «eems  to  me  incumbent 
Upon  Congres  to  remove  every  shadow  of  doubt 
from  the  case. 

Among  the  other  objections  which  I  have  heard 
alleged  against  any  Legislative  act  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  shall  now  notice  that  which  1  consider  as 
of  the  least  real  weight,  and  that  is,  that  other  na- 
tions have  not  made  it  a  subject  of  legislation.  But 
other  nations  have  made  the  exemption  of  foreign 
Ministers  from  their  civil  jurisdiction  a  subject  of 
legislation^  as  appears  in  Martens.*    And  with 

*  The  exemption  of  foreign  Ministers  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  is  regulated  in  Holland  by  the 
ordinances  of  the  States  General  of  the  11th  August 
1676,  and  the  9th  September  1670 ;  and  of  the  S&tes 
of  Holland  of  the  8th  August  1659,  the  80th  July  and 
the  14th  August  1661.»  (See  the  «« Groot  Placaat  Bi>eJ^* 
under  date  of  theae  years.)  In  England,  by  act  of  Par* 
liunent.^ — ^10  ilnn,  d^9.  7.  In  Portugal,  by  ordinance 
of  1748-— iCarloif'  Summary,  hook  8,  thap.  5,  «ee.  3, 
nstth. 


respect  to  the  criminal  jurisdictions  in  cases  of 
common  crimes,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  same 
Martens  says  the  English,  for  the  wtnt  of  an  ex- 
press law  upon  the  subject,  have  departed  from 
the  usages  of  all  other  nations  in  this  particular, 
and  made  foreign  Ministers  amenable  to  their  crim- 
inal jurisdiction.'^  Now,  sir,  if  the  English  natioA 
are  thus  charged  with  a  deviation  from  the  prac- 
tice of  all  other  civilized  nations,  because  they 
have  not  made  an  express  law  for  acceding  to  it, 
surely  no  exception  can  be  taken  against  us  for 
making  precisely  such  a  law  as  England  is  said 
to  want.  This,  law,  therefore,  instead  of  a  mack 
of  singularity,  must  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  con- 
formity. Instead  of  throwing  us  into  a  corner 
with  the  solitary  exception,  it  introduces  us  into 
the  general  circle* of  nations.  It  is  not  in  satten 
derogation,  but  in  explicit  affirmance  of  the  gen- 
eral usage.  It  is  no  varial  ion  of  our  political  com* 
pass ;  it  is  only  the  steady  pointing  of  our  needle 
to  the  real  pole. 

But  a  still  more  conclusive  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection is,  that  other  nations  have  made  no  law 
upon  the  subject,  because,  conformably  to  their 
constitutions,  the  act  of  sending  home  a  foreign 
Minister  is  in  all  cases  an  Executive  act,  and  of 
course  an  act  requiring  no  Legislative  interposi- 
tion. I  have  already  shown,  sir,  that  by  our  Con- 
stitution it  must  in  some  cases  be  considered  as  a 
Legislative  act;  and  hence  arises  a  reason  pecu- 
liar to  ourselves  for  regulating  the  whole  subject 
by  Legislative  sanction — reserving  to  Congress 
the  power  to  exercise  it  when  it  becomes  equiva- 
lent to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  leaving  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  when  it  is,  upon  our  own 
principles,  an  act  purely  Executive. 

These,  sir,  are  the  considerations  dedueed  from 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  from  our  own  Constitu- 
tion, upon  which  the  bill  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  its  original  shape.  The  amendment 
reported  by  order  of  the  Committee  is  entirely  in 
the  spirit  of  the  bill, and  only  ypeeifies  the  precise 
mode  in  which  the  order  for  the  removal  of  a  crim- 
inal foreign  Minister  shall  be  executed.  This 
section  may  perhaps  be  deemed  expedient, even  if 
it  should  be  concluded  that  the  abstract  power  is 
unqtiestionably  vested  in  the  President.  For,  eren 
if  he  has  the  power  without  the  legalized  organs 
of  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  to  all  purposesof  pub- 
lic benefit,  the  case  is  the  same  as  if  he  had  it  not. 
It  is,  on  this  supposition,  one  of  those  authorities 
which  require  an  organic  law  to  make  it  practi- 
cal.   Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  in  which  the 


•  In  the  practice  of  the  European  nations,  we  find, 
that  in  cases  of  private  crimes  committed  by  a  Minis- 
ter, it  u  thought  commonly  sufficient  to  demand  his 
recall.  Though  m  England  the  want  of  an  express  law 
seems  to  leave  Ministers  without  shelter  firom  a  criminal 
prosecution.  In  the  case  of  State  crimes,  it  is  thought 
sufficient  to  seize  his  person  while  the  safety  of  the  State 
is  in  danger,  releasing  and  sending  him  home  after^ 
wards.  Even  this  extremity  is  not  commonly  resorted 
to  if  the  danger  is  leas  imminent,  and  if  it  will  admit 
the  expedient  ofsending  away  the  Minister,  or  demaad- 
ing  his  recalU— ilforlent'  Suwmary,  book  8,  cAs».  6w 
secl89,natoa.  ^    ^^  *^ 
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ConsulotioQ  has  left  it  in  the  discretion  of  Con- 
KT€fts  10  prescribe  the  manner  of  carrying  its  in- 
juoetioos  into  effect.  The  very  first  law  in  your 
statste  book  is  aa  example  of  the  same  descrip- 
tioB.  The  Constitution  had  enjoined  that  all  civil 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
Butm  should  be  sworn  to  its  support,  but  had  not 
particularized  the  manner  of  administering  the 
oath ;  and  the  first  act  of  the  first  Congress,  under 
our  present  Constitution,  was  to  provide  the  ne- 
cessary regolation. 

It  may  now  perhaps  be  expected,  sir,  that  I 
sboold  give  some  explanation  of  the  more  imme- 
diate cireanEistances  in  which  the  bill  originated. 
And  here  I  am  sensible  that  I  tread  upon  delicate 
gfrouod.  So  highly  honorable  and  respectable  is 
ibe  ofllce  of  a  foreign  Minister,  that  to  treat  him 
•with  disrespect  in  common  discourse,  and  still 
more  in  Legislative  deliberation,  would  be  with- 
ool  excuse,  were  his  own  conduct  altogether  nn- 
ezceptionable.  Should  the  occasion  ever  happen 
that  a  foreign  Minister,  by  his  own  violation  of 
all  theeommon  decencies  of  social  intercourse  to- 
wards the  Qovernment  to  which  he  was  accred- 
ited, should  forfeit  every  right  to  personal  respect 
or  asteem,  sU'il  I  hope,  sir,  I  should  not  forget  the 
eoosideration  doe  to  the  credentials  of  his  sover- 
eign ;  still  I  should  think  myself  bound  to  observe 
all  that  moderation  of  expression  which  can  be 
consistent  with  the  sentiments  of  indication  in- 
Toluotarily  exeited  in  my  breast  by  an  insult  upon 
the  Government  of  my  country. 

Within  a  few  days  after  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident at  the  commencement  of  tKe  present  session 
of  Congress  was  made  public,  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  letter 
coached  in  terms  which  it  cannot  be  necessary  for 
me  to  particularize,  and  containing,  not  only  stric- 
tures of  the  most  extraordinary  nature  u|)on  all 
the  parts  of  that  Message  respecting  S[>ain,  but 
eomplaiou  no  less  extraordinary  at  what  it  did  not 
contain.  Consider  this  procedure  in  its  real  light, 
sir,  and  what  is  it?  A  foreign  Minister  takes  to 
ta^  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  executed  one  of  the  most 
ioDportaot  functions  enjoined  upon  him  by  the 
Coostitution.  He  not  only  charges  him  with  mis- 
represeotation  in  what  he  did  say,  but  he  presumes 
to  dictate  to  him  what  he  should  have  said.  I 
forbear  all  comment  upon  this  conduct  as  it  relates 
to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  I  ask  you,  sir, 
and  I  entreat  every  member  of  this  Senate  to  a^ 
iumself,  What  is  its  tendency  as  it  relates  to  our 
eooBUj  ?  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
Btakes  it  one  of  the  President's  most  solemn  du- 
ties to  eommuuicate  to  Congress  correct  informa- 
tion rela^nff  to  the  state  of  our  public  affairs.  In 
every  possible  case  of  disputes  and  controversies 
of  right  bet  ween  the  United  States  and  any  foreign 
patiuD,  ihe  Minister  of  that  nation  must  have  an 
intere9t--and  the  strongest  interest,  to  give  a  gloss 
and  coloring  to  the  objects  in  litigation— opposite 
to  the  interest  of  our  country,  n^  whenever  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  and 
solemn  responsibility  which  weighs  upon  every 
act  of  his  official  duty,  gives  to  Congress  that  aC" 


count  of  our  foreign  relations  which  is  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  adapt  their  measures  to  the  cir- 
cumstances for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union, 
a  foreign  Minister,  under  color  of  his  official  pri- 
vileges, is  to  contradict  every  part  of  his  state- 
ments, to  impeach  the  correctness  of  his  facts, and 
to  chide  him  even  for  his  omissions,  to  what  aa 
abyss  of  abasement  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
Union  to  be  degraded !  The  freedom  which  a 
Spanish  Minister,  unreproved,  can  take  to-day,  a 
French  Minister  would  claim  as  a  right  to-morrow, 
and  a  British  Minister  would  exercise  wtthont  cer- 
emony the  next  day.  A  diplomatic  censorship 
would  be  established  over  the  Supreme  Bxecntive 
of  this  nation,  and  the  Prcbident  would  not  dare 
to  exhibit  to  Congress  the  statement  of  our  na- 
tional concerns,  without  previously  submitting  his 
Message  for  approbation  to  a  Cabinet  Council  of 
foreign  Ministers.  Under  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, the  speeches  of  the  Sovereign  to  his  Parlia- 
ment are  all  settled  in  his  Privy  Couocilj  and  the 
Royal  lips  are  understood  to  give  utterance  only 
to  the  words  of  the  Minister.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  by  the  forms  of  their  Constitution  the  Sov- 
ereign himself  is  above  all  responsibility,  and  the 
Minister  is  the  person  accountable  to  the  nation 
for  the  substance  of  the  discourse  delivered  by  his 
master.  In  their  practice,  therefore,  the  speech  is 
made  by  him  on  whom  the  responsibility  rests. 
But  if  this  new  assumption  of  the  Spanisn  Min- 
ister is  submitted  to,  our  practice  will  be  an  im- 
provement on  the  British  theory  of  a  singular  cast 
indeed ;  for,  while  the  responsibility  will  rest  upon 
the  President  who  delivers  the  Message,  its  con- 
tents will  be  dictated  by  persons  not  only  loosed 
from  all  responsibility  to  our  country,  but  bound 
in  allegiance,  in  zeal,  in  duty,  to  the  very  Princes 
with  whom  we  have  to  contend.  The  same  con- 
trol which  by  this  measure  is  attempted  to  be 
usurped  over  the  acts  of  the  President  will  at  the 
next  step,  and  by  an  easy  transition,  be  extended 
to  the  Legislature;  and,  instead  of  parcelling  out 
the  Messa^  among  several  committees  for  thehr 
consideration,  we  shall  have  to  appoint  commit- 
tees upon  every  part  of  the  Message  relating  to 
any  foreign  Power  to  wait  uf)on  the  Minister  of 
that  Power,  and  inquire  what  it  is  the  pleasure  of 
his  master  that  we  should  do. 

That  sach  is  the  inevitable  tendency  and  the 
real  intention  of  the  proceeding  will  appear,  not 
only  from  a  due  consideration  of  the  act  iiseU,bnt 
from  a  proper  estimate  of  its  avowed  motive,  and . 
from  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  same  Miniv 
ter.  He  addressed  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asking  any  explana- 
tions—not for  the  purpose  of  giving  any  satisfac- 
tion— not  for  any  of  the  usual  and  proper  purposes 
of  a  diplomatic  communication— but  (as  he  him- 
self declares)  for  our  Government  to  publish,  with 
a  view  to  counteract  the  statements  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  It  was  a  challenge  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  a  pamphleteering  war 
against  him,  for  the  instruction  of  the  American 
people  and  the  amusement  of  foreign  Courts;  and 
having  failed  in  this  laudable  project  he  addresses, 
after  Skt  expiration  of  forty  days,  a  circular  letter 
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to  the  other  foreig;Q  Ministers  residing  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  copies  of  his  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  if  these  foreign  Ministers  were 
the  regular  umpires  between  him  and  our  Gov- 
ernment. Not  content  however  with  this  appeal, 
he  authorizes  them  to  give  copies  of  his  letters  to 
insure  that  publication  with  which  our  Gk>vern- 
ment  had  not  gratified  him,  and  calls  at  once  upon 
the  American  people,  and  upon  the  Europiean 
Courts,  10  decide  between  the  President  and  him. 
Here  too,  sir,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  abstract  the  par- 
ticular instance  from  the  general  principle  of  this 
transaction.  Tke  same  act  which  under  one  set 
of  circumstances  can  only  excite  contempt,  under 
another  becomes  formidable  in  the  extreme.  Of 
the  newspaper  appeal  to  the  people  I  say  nothing. 
The  people  of  this  country  are  not  so  dull  of  un- 
derstanding or  so  depraved  in  vice  as  to  credit  the 
assertions  of  a  foreigner,  bound  by  no  tie  of  duty 
to  them — the  creature  and  agent  of  their  adver- 
sary— in  contradiction  to  those  of  their  own  officer, 
answerable  to  them  for  his  every  word,  and  sta- 
tioned at  the  post  of  their  highest  confidence.  Bat 
the  circular  to  the  other  foreign  Ministers  is  a 
species  of  appeal  hitherto  unprecedented  in  the 
United  States.  And  what  is  its  object  ?  The  in- 
formation of  their  Courts;  that  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Great  Britain  may  learn  from  him 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  his  master. 

It  is  probable  that  both  those  nations — the  ally 
and  the  enemy  of  Spain — have  much  better  ma- 
terials for  estimating  the  iustice  and  generosity 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty;  but  what  have  they  fo 
do  in  the  case*?  By  an  anonymous  newspaper 
publication,  the  idiom  of  which  discovers  its  origin, 
a  precedent  is  alleged  in  justification  of  this  extra- 
ordinary step,  and  the  reciprocal  communication 
of  diplomatic  memorials  concerning  the  affairs  of 
Holland  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  between  the 
Ministers  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia, 
at  the  Hague,  is  gravely  adduced  as  warranting 
this  innovation  of  the  Spanbh  Minister  here. 
The  very  reference  to  that  time,  place,  and  occa- 
sion, would  of  itself  be  a  sufficient  inilication  ol 
the  intent  at  this  time.  In  the  years  1786  and 
1787,  the  three  Powers  I  have  just  mentioned  un- 
dertook, between  them,  not  only  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  government  of  Holland,  but  to  regu- 
late and  control  it  according  to  a  plan  upon  which 
they  were  endeavoring  to  agree.  Their  Minis^ 
ters.  therefore,  very  naturally  communicated  to 
eacn  other  the  memorials  which  they  presented  to 
the  Dutch  Government.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Two  of  those  three  Powers  fixed  between  them* 
selves  the  doom  of  Holland — raised  a  tyrannical 
faction  upon  the  ruins  of  that  country's  freedom^ 
and  inarched  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thousand  men  into  Amsterdam^  to  con- 
▼ince  the  Hollanders  of  the  King  of  Prussia's /t£«- 
Hce  and  generosity. 

This,  sir,  is  the  precedent  called  to  our  recollec- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  us  to  the  hu- 
miliation of  our  condition.  We  are  patiently  to 
behold  a  Spanish  "Minister  insulting  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates — dictating  to  him  his  con- 
struction of  our  Constitution— ^sailing  upoa  other 


foreign  Ministers  to  countenance  his  presump- 
tion— and  entrenching  himself  behind  the  exam- 
f}\e  of  another  nation,  once  made  the  victim  of  a 
ike  usurpation !  The  resemblance  is  but  too  strong, 
and  will,  I  hope,  not  be  forgotten  by  us.  If  the 
constitutional  powers  of  a  Dutch  Stadtholder  were 
prescribed  and  moulded  according  to  the  pleasure 
and  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Powers,  (as  uii'- 
doubtedly  ihey  were,)  let  us  remember  the  fact 
with  a  determination  never  to  be  so  controlled 
ourselves.  It  is  held  up  to  us  as  an  example:  lee 
us  take  it  as  warning. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Spanish 
Minister  have  been  all  in  the  same  spirit  with  that 
under  which  he  presumed  to  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  altercation  with  him  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  country.  They  manifest 
pretensions  lo  which  we  ought  not  to  submit — 
which  we  ought  vigorously  to  resist.  In  his  last 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  tells  him  that 
he  will  receive  no  orders  but  from  his  own  master. 
Now,  if  this  has  any  meaning,  it  must  be  to  deny 
the  United  States  the  right  ofordering  him  away : 
that  is  one  of  the  most  indisputable  rightsof  every 
Sovereign  Power.  When  pretensions  so  desU- 
lute  of  all  foundation  are  advanced,  it  becomes  us 
immediately  to  show  our  sense  oi  them:  not  to 
resist  them  might  be  construed  into  acquiescence. 
It  is  a  virtual  dereliction  of  our  rights  not  to  de- 
fend ihem  when  they  are  assailed. 

I  am  indeed  fully  sensible  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  I  have  proposed,  should  it  meet  the  sanc^ 
tion  of  Congress,  will  not  be  retrospective — that 
to  what  has  passed  no  remedy  which  can  now  be 
provided  will  apply — but  we  may  prevent  in  future 
occurrences  of  a  like  character,  and  of  oHich  more 
dangerous  consequence.  We  may  prevent  the 
spreading  of  an  evil  which  threatens  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation ;  we  may  prevent  even  the 
repetition  of  insults  and  injuries,  which,  but  for 
the  want  of  the  regulations  now  proposed,  in  all 
probability  never  would  have  been  offered.  In  lay 
own  opinion,  the  necessity  for  some  L^isiaiive 
provi2*ion  upon  this  subject  will  force  itself  upon 
this  GK>vernment  with  additional  pressure,  from 
year  to  year,  until  it  can  no  longer  be  resisted.  If 
foreign  Ministers  are  to  possess  in  the  United  States 
an  unbounded  independence  of  ail  the  tribunals 
of  justice,  while  the  United  States  on  their  part 
are  to  be  deprived  of  the  ordinary  means  of  self- 
defence,  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  all  other  Sov- 
ereigns, to  check  the  abuse  of  those  formidable 
privileges,  the  course  of  events  will,  in  my  belief, 
at  no  very  distant  day,  bring  us  into  that  uahappy 
dilemma  which  will  leave  no  other  alternative 
than  to  infringe  the  laws  of  nations  or  to  sacrifice 
onr  Constitution — to  commit  violent  outj^ge  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  or  to  make  a  dastardly  sur- 
render of  our  own. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  your  forgiveness,  and  that 
of  the  Senate,  for  having  trespassed  so  long  on 
your  and  their  indulgence.  They  have  now  be- 
fore them  the  principles  and  the  motives  on  which 
the  bill  was  first  introduced:  it  is  for  them  to  de- 
termine on  their  justice  and  propriety.  Should 
they  think  that  my  feelings  or  prejudices  have 
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exaggertCed  the  evil  for  which  I  am  sincerely  seek- 
ing a  remedy,  or  that  the  remedy  itself  is  liable  to 
insapenble  objections,  they  will  at  once  dismiss 
the  sobject  from  their  deliberations.  Should  they 
00  the  other  hand  consider  the  principle  of  the 
bill  as  admissible,  they  will  fashion  its  details  at 
iheir  pleasure.  To  their  decision,  whatever  it  may 
be,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit,  with  the  full  con- 
viction that  it  will  be  dictated  by  a  pure  and  en- 
lightened regard  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our 
country. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

TuEsnAY,  March  4. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  Friday  last,  Mr. 
Logan  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  incorporate  a  National  Academy,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  secona  reading. 

Mr.  BRAnLET,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  pn  the  second  day  of  December  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  made  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Harrison,  a|;ent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Carver,  praying  for  the  recognition  of  an 
Indian  deed,  for  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's 
Falls,  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Vermont, 
BALnwiN,  and  Smith  of  Ohio,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  13th  day  of  February  last, 
that  it  be 

Resohedy  That,  from  and  after  the day  of 

next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United 
States  on  board  any  foreign  ahip,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merdiandise,  other  than  such  as  are  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manu&cture,  of  the  nation  to  which  such 
foreign  ship  shall  belong,  except  on  board  the  ships 
of  such  foreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  into 
their  ports  of  goods,  although  thev  are  not  the  growth, 
ptodnce,  or  manufacture  of  the  (Jnited  States,  in  the 
ships  or  Teasels  of  the  United  States. 

And  having  adopted  the  resolution* 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith  of^  Maryland, 
Adams,  and  Baldwin,  be  the  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accord ingl v. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erectine  a  light-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of 
Masnachosetts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  yesterday  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  acttt)  extend 
jarisdietion  in  certain  cases  to  State  judges  and 
State  courts,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendments  to  their  amendments.  I 

9lhCoif.-6 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  further 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. And,  on  the  question  to  amend  this  clause 
of  the  first  section:  "which  by  law  now  are.  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  made  current  as  money  within 
the  United  States,"  so  as  to  read,  "  which  by  law 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  current,  or 
be  in  actual  use  and  circulation  as  money  within 
the  United  States:"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 19,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Oilman,  Hillbouse,  Howland,  Logan,  Maday,  Moore, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit,  GaiUard^ 
MitchiU,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  and  Tracy. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Graillard,  Oilman,  HUlhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Condit,  MitchiU,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  *'Aq 
act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  In- 
diana Territory  into  two  separate  governments. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  ol  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  the  second  time. 


Wednesday,  March  5. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  28th  February,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbadley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  27th  of  February,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  fur  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  theHenrick, 
and  her  cargo,"  reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lauds  within  the  same, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole « 
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aad,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Airther  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lo- 
OAN,  MiTCHiLL,  and  Adams,  to  confer  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yeeterdar,  Mr.  Smith 
of  Ohio  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  oring  in  a  bill 
to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *'Ad 
aet  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate governments."  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Seaate 
took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  additional  fortifications  to  the  harbor  of  New 
York ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
of  this  report  was  postponed. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill  to  incorporate 
a  National  Academy,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  Government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  "  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  select  committee  having  been  adopted^ 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

f  rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  havinff 
been  amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  resolution  of  12th  Feb- 
ruary on  the  subject,  reported  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 
A  Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,,  That,  from  and  after  the day 

of'  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  hie 
imported  in  any  foreign  ship  or  TeaBel  into  the  United 
States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  other  than  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  nation  to  which  such  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  shall  bek>ng,  upon  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture 
of  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  shall  be 
imp<Hrted,  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  hereof  as  also  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  they  shfdl  be  imported,  and  of  all  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  to  be  disposed  of  con- 
formably to  the  ninety-nrst  section  of  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
gassed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
undred  and  ninety-one.  Provided  altvaya.  That  this 
prohibition  shall  not  extend  to  the  ships  or  vessels  of 


any  foreign  nation,  which  admits  into  its  ports  die  im- 
portation, in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not  being  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufiicture,  of  the  United  States:  And 
provided  alsOy  That  any  forfeiture  which  may  be  incur- 
red by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  foifoitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities, accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned, 
passed  third  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed 
eleventh  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Mr.  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  better  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  a  tract  of  land,  not 

exceeding  in  any  case acres,  to  be  located  out  of 

a  tract  of  land  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  acres,  to 
be  surveyed  between  the  Achafalaya,  the  Red  river, 
and  a  meridian  line  passing  by  the  fort  at  Natchitoches, 
shall  be  given,  free  of  all  expenses,  other  than  those 
of  survey  eipenses  and  office  fees,  to  every  dtixen  of 
the  United  States  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
not  at  present  residing  either  in  said  Territory  or  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  who  shall,  before  the  ^—^ 

day  of next,  become  an  actual  settler  on  sudi 

tract,  and  shall  actually  improve,  and  continue  to  cul- 
tivate and  reside  on  the  same years  thereafter;  on 

condition,  that  such  actual  settler,  and  his  sons,  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  any  time  or  times,  during 

the  said  period  of years,  be  liable  to  be  called  into 

service  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Mississippi,  and  under  obligation,  during  the 
said  period,  to  continue  in  such  service  for  any  length 
of  time  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  for 

inling copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

nited  States,  was  resumed  and  the  further  coi^ 
sideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
make  re»tituticn  to  the  Government  of  Denmark 
for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  Danbh 
bri^ntine  called  the  Henrick,  and  her  carc^,"  as 
ia  Committee  of  the  Whole:  and  the  amendments 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  tkc 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  coasiderarion  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landait;'' 
as  in  Committee  of^the  Whole;  and,  after  progress, 
adjourned. 


pri 

Ui 


Friday,  March  7. 

Ordered.  That  the  third  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  5th  February  last,  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments/'  was  read  the 
second  time. 
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Ordered^  That  this  bill  past  to  a  tkird  readiogf. 
Mr.  A210SR8ON1  from  the  eooinuttee  to  whom 
was  re/erred,  on  the  26ih  February  last,  the  bill, 
enitkd  ^Ao  act  to  amend  aa  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
^oocemiog  the  library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses 
of  CoogT^sa,''  reported  it  without  ameudmeot 

Tht  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
hS^  eatitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lao- 
dijs,"  as  ID  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
iiill  haying  been  reported  to  the  House  without 
•nendmeot,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 
Ordtred^,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Sute 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  jprants,  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
elairas  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
wilhm  the  same,  be  the  order  0/ the  day  for  Mon- 
^r  next. 

The  bQl  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  nayigation  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
Janaaiy  13,  on  the  petitionsof  Benjamin  Hichb6me 
and  others,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  knd, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
\J ailed  Slates  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
Heading. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUsf  presented  the  memorial  and 
representation  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  for  the  Goonec- 
cieat  district,  stating  that  he  made  considerable 
disboffsements,  and  performed  various  services 
|irioT  and  subsequent  to  his  being  in  office,  whereby 
peat  addition  of  revenue  accrued  to  the  United 
States^  and  praying  an  equitable  remuneration 
tbereibr ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
Co  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
aoiy  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

PWVILBeES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the 
United  States. 

A  mot^n  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first,  sec- 
ond, ana  third  sections  of  the  bill.  Whereupon, 
a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and  on 
the  question  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradlev,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhoose,  Howland, 
fitchel,  Logan,  Maday,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of 
Kuryland,  Smidi  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Tcraiont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thmston,  and  White. 

Nati — Mmtn,  Adams,  Mitchill,  Plomer,  Smith,  of 
New  Y«k,  Tracy,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

And  OB  the  question  to  strike  out  the  second 
aectfon  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
finmcrre— yeas  21,  nays  9.  as  follows: 

YaA#— MaMTi.  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Candit,  Gafflard,  Giknan,  Hitthouse,  Howland,  Kitchel, 
Logaa,  Maday,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maiyland, 
taith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneswe,  Smith  of  Yer^ 
ttont.  Stone,  Sumter,  and  Thraiton. 


Nats  —  Messrs,  Adair,  Adams,  MitohiU,  Plumer, 
Smith,  of  New  York,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthington. 

And  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affino- 
ative — yeas  27,  nays  3,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwm, 
Bayard,  Bradley,  Gondii  Gaillard,  Gilaian,  Hillhouse, 
Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yermont, 
Stone,  Samter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  White. 

Nats— Messrs.  Mitchill,  Tracy,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative-^yeas  4,  nays  24,  as  fol* 
lowis: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  and 
Thmston. 

Nats — Mesffs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland, 
Kitchel,'Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Sniithof  New 
York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yermont,  Stone, 
Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worthington. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Monday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith,  stating, 
that,  in  the  year  1797,  they,  with  divers  other 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  were  owners  of  the 
ship  New  Jersey  and  her  cargo,  in  a  joint  adven- 
ture from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  Canton,  in 
China.  That,  on  her  return  home,  the  said  ship 
and  careo  were  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  condemned  in  Hispaniola  in  the  Island  of  St. 
Domingo.  From  which  decree  of  condemnation 
appeal  was  dulv  entered ;  but  that,  in  prosecuting 
the  said  appeal,  their  hopes  of  restitution  **  were 
blighted  by  a  fatal  interposition  of  General  Arm- 
strong, the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris;"  and  that  they  therefore  ^^confir 
dently  believe  that  they  shall  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  indemnity  from  the  vir- 
tuous and  liberal  Government  which  employed 
him  ;"  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Presiobnt  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for  the  year 
1805 ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coa- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bayaro,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the28ih  of  February  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  American 
seamen,  reported,  ^s  their  opinion^  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  postpone  to  the  next  session  of  Congress 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
affi)rd  an  opportunity  for  further  negotiation  of  the 
subject :  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  lllh  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," reported  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
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Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21st  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "Au  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
after  progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
third  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  on  the 
5th  of  February  last,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates 
to  the  spoliations  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — Mr.  President :  The  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  is,  the  third  resolution  reported 
by  your  committee  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
which  relates  to  British  spoliations.  The  first 
resolution  is  a  declaration  of  our  neutral  rights, 
and  has  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  The 
second  requests  the  President  to  send  a  special 
mission  to  Great  Britain,  to  demand  restoration 
of  property  unlawfully  taken  from  our  merchants, 
and,  by  a  peaceful  arrangement,  to  adjust  all  dif- 
ferences subsisting  between  that  nation  and  the 
United  States.  The  third  is  now  before  us.  I 
will  take  leave  to  read  it. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  Uie  fol- 
lowing goods,  wares,  ox  merchandise,  being  the  gprowthi 
produce,  or  manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
CSreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof, 
that  b  to  say :  woollens,  linens,  hats,  nails,  looking- 
glasses,  rum,  hardwares,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes, 
ribbons,  silks,  and  plated  and  glass  wares.    The  said 

prohibition  to  commence  from  the day  of , 

unless,  previously  thereto,  equitable  arrangements  shall 
be  made  between  the  two  Governments,  on  the  differ- 
ences subsisting  between  them ;  and  to  continue  until 
such  arrangements  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

This  resolution  is  intended,  Mr.  President,  to 
afford  aid  to  the  negotiation  recommended  in  the 
second.  Without  this  aid,  or  something  similar,  I 
doubt  whether  Great  Britain  would  not  calculate, 
as  heretofore,  on  an  indecisive  character  in  our 
Government — on  its  indisposition  to  lend  any  aid 
or  protection  to  commerce  \  and  reasoning  thus, 
whether  her  Minister  might  not  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  he  could  proceed  in  safety  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  every  part  of  our  commerce  with  her  ene- 
mies and  their  dependencies.  This  measure,  Mr. 
President,  is  called  a  war  measure.  Is  it  so  Y  If 
it  is,  then  does  Great  Britain  maintain  a  constant 
war  measure  against  the  United  States,  for  she, 
at  at  all  times,  prohibits  the  importation,  into  her 
ports,  of  every  article  manufactured  within  our 
country.  She  even  prohibits  our  provisions  from 
being  consumed  in  her  kingdoms,  except  when 
her  wants  compel  her  to  admit  them.  If,  then, 
she  has  set  us  the  example,  and  has,  by  her  laws, 
prohibited  every  article  of  our  manufacture  from 
bein^  admitted  into  her  kingdoms,  how  can  our 
prohibiting  a  part  of  her  manufactures  from  being 


imported  into  the  United  States,  be  considered  as 
a  war  measure  ?  This  measure  is  not  intended 
to  take  effect  immediately.  The  first  of  Novem- 
ber next  is  contemplated ;  which  will  give  full 
time  for  negotiation,  and  for  Great  Britain  to  re- 
flect on  her  cruel  and  unprovoked  conduct  towards 
us — a  conduct  that  has  been  highly  reprobated  in 
England — a  conduct,  that,  when  examined,  has 
but  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  determinatioa 
to  benefit  by  the  plunder  of  oor  property,  without 
the  authority  of  law,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
public  sanction  fiven  to  our  neutral  trade  in  a 
correspondence  held  between  Lord  Hawkesbury 
and  Mr.  King,  in  1801. 

Some  gentlemen,  anxious  to  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, are  attempting  to  create  a  difference  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest.  Such 
conduct  is  unworthy  of  the  statesman.  The  one 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  other.  I  will  not, 
Mr.  President,  discuss  a  subject  so  self-evident.  I 
will  only  remark,  that,  should  this  proposition 
prevail,  it  will  be  more  severely  felt  by  tne  mer- 
chant than  the  farmer.  The  latter  can  live  within 
his  own  means ;  the  merchant  depends  upon  his  , 
commerce  for  support  \  and  on  this  ground,  I  had 
expected  that  the  opposition  would,  and  might, 
with  some  reason,  be  given.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  merchants  of  our  country  will  never  be 
found  kss  ready  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  general 
good,  than  their  fellow-citizens.  Gentlemen  call 
the  trade  pursued  by  our  merchants  a  carryine 
trade.  This  is  not  correct.  There  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  carrying  trade  and  our  neu- 
tral commerce.  The  carrying  trade  is.  when  ships 
are  employed  in  carrying,  for  a  freignt,  the  prop- 
erty of  others.  In  this  trade  the  Dutch  were  en- 
gaged in  carrying  the  produce  of  the  French  col- 
onies to  the  mother  country,  in  1756,  on  account 
of  the  French  planter  and  merchant,  in  which 
they  were  certamly  sanctioned  by  their  existing 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  fully  stipulated 
their  right  to  be  carriers  in  such  case.  The  Brit- 
ish, however,  seized  their  ships.  The  neutral  trade^ 
is  that  which  we  pursue,  to  wit :  our  ships  are 
laden,  for  our  own  account,  in  the  French,  Span- 
ish, and  Dutch  colonies,  in  which  no  foreigner 
has  any  concern.  This  is  the  trade  which  we 
claim  as  a  right,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace, 
when  permitted  by  the  nations  to  which  sucn  col- 
onies belong.  If  any  of  our  ships  are  found  carry- 
ing the  property  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
let  them  be  punished,  we  mean  not  to  defend 
them. 

A  firm  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  desirable  with  all  nations — with  none 
more  than  with  Great  Britain.  We  can  be  mu- 
tually useful  to  each  other.  Our  usefulness  to  her 
is  self-evident.  Her  friendship  to  us  would  tend 
greatly  to  our  happiness  and  peace  as  a  nation, 
and  could  in  no  manner  operate  to  her  injury.  A 
mutual  good  understanding  appears  to  me  so  ne* 
cessary  to  Great  Britain,  that  no  trifling  consid- 
eration ought  to  induce  her  to  disturb  it.  Permit 
me  to  inquire  what  are  the  benefits  which  result 
to  that  nation  from  our  commerce?  I  have  before 
me  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryi 
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calcalated  on  an  average  of  three  years,  by  which 
I  obserre  that  the  United  States  import  annually 
from  ill  the  world,  to  the  amount  of  seventv-five 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which  thirty-six  millions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies; twenty-seven  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
and  dollars  thereof  being  actually  of  the  articles 
BUDufactured  in  Great  Britain.    Of  the  seventy- 
fire  millions,  (our  total  imports,)  twenty-eight 
millions  are  articles  re-exported,  so  that  tlie  true 
amount  of  importation,  for  our  own  consump- 
tion, can  only  be  estimated  at  forty-seven  millions. 
Of  this  forty-seven  millions  I  am  convinced^  from 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  at  least  thirty -millions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, and  consumed  bv  our  citizens.    The  total 
amount  of  exports  of  tne  native  products  of  the 
United  States  is  near  forty  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  exported  to 
€h'eat  Britain  and  her  dominions.    Out  of  this 
sam  not  noore  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  can 
be  considered  as  a  regular  export  for  the  use  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.    For  instance, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  states  the  value  of  to- 
bacco exported  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  average 
of  three   years,   at   three  million  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  wheiK  I  believe,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  not  more  than  fourteen  thou- 
sand hogsheads  are  estimated  as  her  annual  con- 
samption.    Ships  laden  with  tobacco,  although 
they  clear  out  for  England,  in  many  instances 
only  call  there  for  orders,  and  proceed  to  the  ports 
on  the  continent  for  the  sale  ox  their  cargoes.  Pro- 
Tisions,  which  can  only  be  admitted  into  Great 
Britain  in  times  of  real  scarcity,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  export  to  her  wnich  may  at  all 
times  be  calculated  upon.    Their  amount  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  is  stated  at  two  millions  one 
kandred  and  sixty  thousand.    On  this  subject  I 
will  make  one  other  observation.    It  is  this :  that 
our  exports  are  estimated  at  their  present  prices. 
On  a  return  of  peace  those  prices  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, whereas  the  price  of  the  goods  imported 
will  continue  at  least  as  high  as  they  now  are. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  I  believe  it 
correct,  it  will  appear  that  the  United  States  im- 
port from  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions,  near- 
ly one-half  the  amount  of  her  total  imports,  near 
two-thirds  of  all  that  we  import  for  our  own  use 
and  consumption,  and  that  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies  do  not  consume  of  our  products  more 
than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  what  we  import 
from  her.    By  the  same  report  it  will  be  seen 
^t  G^reat  Britain  exports  to  the  United  States 
of  her  manufactures  twenty-seven  millions  four 
Itondred  thousand  dollars,  and  consumes  only  nine 
iBilWons  independentof  her  colonies;  and  deduct- 
ing, as  before  stated,  for  tobacco  not  used,  and 
provisions  only  admitted  in  times  of  scarcity.  To 
make  up  the  balance  which  we  are  thus  inaebted 
to  Gh-eat  Britain,  our  merchants  are  compelled 
to  exercise  their  talents  and  their  enterprise  in 
seeking  other  markets ;  in  doing  which,  in  a  fair 
and  lecal  manner,  and  as  sanctioned  by  Great 
Britaiiiin  1801,  their  ships  have  been  met  by  the 
Britirii  cruisers,  carried  into  port  and  condemned, 


under  the  pretext  of  new  principles,  heretofore 
unknown  to  them.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  with 
all  their  industry  the  balance  of  trade  appears  by 
the  Secretary's  report  to  be  against  the  United 
States.  The  Secretary  has  assigned  sound  rea- 
sons to  show  how  this  deficiency  stated  by  him, 
of  seven  millions  against  the  United  States,  may 
be  accounted  for.  He  miehthave  added,  that  the 
plunder  committed  on  us  by  the  belligerents  had 
essentially  contributed  to  create  that  balance.  He 
might,  with  truth,  have  said,  that  the  seizure  and 
unlawful  condemnation  of  tne  ships  and  cargoes 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  Powers  at 
war,  had  added  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars,  in 
the  three  years,  towards  creating  that  heavy  ap- 
parent balance  of  trade  against  our  country.  But 
for  those  depredations,  the  balance  would  certain* 
ly  have  been  much  less.  But,  Mr.  President,  are 
those  the  only  advantages  arising  from  our  trade 
to  Great  Britain  7  No,  sir ;  almost  all  our  money 
negotiations  go  through  her  merchants.  The 
proceeds  of  a  great  part  of  the  cargoes  shipped 
from  the  United  States  to  other  countries  are  or- 
dered to  Great  Britain,  and  either  go  to  pay  our 
debts  there,  or  are  drawn  from  thence  by  bills  of 
exchange,  thus  giving  to  Great  Britain  a  great 
source  of  wealth  and  employment.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  are  in  truth  more  useful  to  her  than  if 
we  Were  again  her  colonies,  for  she  enjoys  almost 
all  the  benefits  resulting  from  our  commerce,  and 
incurs  no  expense  in  our  protection.  From  Cock's 
statement,  it  appears  that  America  imports  from 
Great  Britain  one-quarter  of  the  manufactures 
which  she  exports.  For  all  these  advantages,  Mr. 
President,  and  surely  they  are  important,  what 
return  do  we  receive  7  We  ought  to  expect  that 
which  would  be  favorable.  We  receive  the  re- 
verse. How  Great  Britain  conducts  herself  to- 
wards us  shall  be  a  part  of  my  present  inquiry.^ 

Pending  the  last  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  the  latter  ordered  her  cruisers  to 
seize  all  goods,  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 
found  on  board  the  ships  of  neutrals.  Great  Bri- 
tain made  this  a  pretext  for  levying  a  convoy 
duty  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  one 
per  cent,  on  similar  goods  when  exported  to  the 
United  States.  We  asked  not  their  convoy,  and 
seldom  accepted  it.  If  convoys  however  were 
given  and  accepted,  there  was  some  reason  why 
we  should  pay  double  as  much  as  was  paid  by  the 
Europeans,  because  the  voyage  was  twice  as  long. 
We  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  we  should  M 
relieved  from  this  imposition  on  a  peace.  We 
were  disappointed.  In  1802,  the  year  of  peace,  it 
was  changed  by  act  of  Parliament  from  a  convoy 
duty,  to  a  duty  of  exports,  and  thus  was  imposed 
upon  us  without  any  assignable  reason  double  the 
duty  payable  by  any  other  nation.  Great  Britain, 
finding  that  we  tamely  submitted  to  this  injury, 
did  in  1803,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  levy  a  new 
duty  on  exports,  in  which  she  imposed  on  her 
goods  exported  to  Europe  a  duty  of  one  per  cent., 
and  on  goods  exported  to  the  United  States  three 
per  cent.  By  the  first  act  we  are  charged  double 
the  duty  paid  by  other  nations,  and  by  the  second 
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we  are  compelled  to  pay  three  times  the  amount 
of  duly  paid  by  other  Powers.  l4  appears,  by  the 
report  of  ihe  Secretary  of  State  now  before  me, 
this  tax  raised  a  revenue  from  the  United  States 
of  $532,727.  I  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion 
that  it  amounted  to  a  much  greater  sum;  but  I 
had  calculated  that  the  duty  had  been  charged  on 
every  article  exported.  The  Secretary's  report 
says,  it  is  not,  and  yet  I  do  believe  that  our  mer- 
chants pay  on  the  amount  of  their  invoices.  On 
this  subject  I  may  be  mistaken,  and  therefore  take 
the  Secretary's  report  for  my  guide.  It  may  here 
be  proper  to  remark  that  Ireland  remonstrated 
agamst  this  export  duty,  and  it  was  immediately 
taken  off  her  linen.  Ireland  will  complain  loudly 
if  you  pass  this  resolution,  and  she  will  be  heard. 

On  whom,  Mr.  President,  does  this  half  million 
fall?  Not  on  the  merchant.  No,  sir;  he  puts  it 
on  the  goods  and  adds  a  reasonable  profit  thereto. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  thus  taxed  to 
an  amount  that  would  have  caused  a  revolt,  had 
Great  Britain  imposed  it  when  we  were  Colonies. 

Independent — we  fold  our  arms  and  tamely 
submit.  Had  no  new  grievances  occurred,  I  in- 
tended to  have  proposed,  at  this  session,  the  very 
measure  now  before  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
did  call  at  the  last  session  for  the  reports  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  which  I  have 
referred  to.  This  uawarrantable  conduct  I  had 
considered  of  itself  sufficient  to  induce  a  recrimi- 
nation, similar  to  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration. But  to  this.  Great  Britain  has  added 
other  and  more  serious  iiguries,  such  as  we  have 
declared  in  our  first  resolution  to  be  a  "violation 
of  our  neutral  rights  and  an  encroachment  on  our 
national  independence."  She  has  assumed  the 
principle  that  neutrals  have  no  right  to  a  trade 
with  her  enemies  in  times  of  war,  not  permitted 
to  them  in  times  of  peace.  The  Senate  have 
unanimously  declared  that  this  principle  is  unjust 
and  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  have  there- 
fore no  occasion  to  ^o  into  the  consideration  of 
this  novel  doctrine;  it  may  however  be  proper  to 
state  some  facts.  In  1801,  a  decision  was  had  in 
an  inferior  court,  bottomed  on  this  doctrine ;  an 
appeal  to  the  superior  court  brought  the  case  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  Minister,  Mr.  King ;  he  im- 
mediately remonstrated  against  it.  and  after  dis- 
cussion, It  was  admitted  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
carry  the  doctrine  to  the  extent  claimed.  Such 
was  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  Great  Britain.  In  that  opinion  it  was  em- 
phatically stated  that  neutrals  were  authorized  to 
trade  freely  from  their  own  country  to  a  bellig- 
erent's colony,  (although  such  trade  was  not  per- 
mitted in  time  of  peace.)  and  from  such  colony 
lUick  to  such  neutral  country,  where  the  goods 
must  be  landed  and  the  duties  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  agreeably  to  law ;  that  this  act  neutralized 
the  property,  and  the  goods  might  be  re  shipped 
in  the  same  vessel  in  which  they  were  imported, 
or  in  any  other  ship,  to  any  country.  This  opin- 
ion of  tne  Attorney  General  was  considered  by 
the  merchanto  of  the  United  States  as  if  it  had 
been  the  act  of  a  convention  between  the  two 
mations.    It  was  their  polar  star,  by  which  they 


conducted  their  commerce  and  regulated  their 
conduct. 

A  year  of  peace,  1802,  ensued..  On  the  recom- 
mencement of  hostilities  in  1803,  orders  were  is- 
sued to  the  commanders  of  the  British  ships  of  • 
war,  varying  from  those  imder  which  they  had 
acted  in  1801,  unknown  to  our  merchaBts---per- 
haps  not  understood  by  the  ofiScers  to  whom  they 
were  directed — and  not  put  in  execution  for  two 
years — which  authorized  the  capture  of  our  tcr- 
sels,  although  trading  in  exact  conformity  with 
the  opinion  of  the  British  Attorney  General,  de- 
livered in  1801,  and  under  the  sanction  whereof, 
our  ships  were,  as  was  conceived,  navigating  the 
seas  in  perfect  security.  What  shsdl  we  call  such 
conduct?  May  we  not  say  that  it  was  conduct 
wholly  unworthy  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation? 
Is  it  such  conduct  as  can  be  approved  bv  a  people 
so  iust  as  the  people  of  Great  Britain  f  No  sir  I 
It  has  been  reprobated  in  England  in  lerma  so 
strong,  anil  language  so  just  and  proper,  that  it 
probably  alarmed  the  Grovernraent.  The  book  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  called  ^  War  in  Disguise,"  was 
published  immediately — a  book,  Mr.  President, 
eminently  calculated  to  seduce  and  deceive  the 
good  people  of  England — a  book  written  in  a  style 
so  seductive,  that  you  are  hurried  along,  and  hare 
scarcely  time  to  examine  or  detect  the  misstate- 
ments It  contains.  It  addresses  itself  to  the  prejii- 
dices  and  feelings  of  the  English  nation,  and  naay 
have  had  its  efiect  there.  Nay,  even  here  I  find 
some  gentlemen  have  taken  for  truths,  assumed 
facts,  and  have  attended,  perhaps  too  much,  with- 
out examining  the  facts,  to  the  reasoning  adduced 
therefrom.  And  yet^  Mr.  President,  the  American 
reader  has  full  warning,  for,  in  the  thirty-seventh 
page,  we  are  gravely  told,  that,  the  ^^  frugal  citi- 

*  zens  of  America  make  molasses,  for  the  most 
'  part,  their  substitute  for  sugar,  and  have  learned, 

*  from  habit,  to  prefer  it  to  the  more  costly  arti- 
'  cle."  A  story  so  palpably  false  and  foolish,  ou^ht 
to  induce  the  reader  to  be  cautious  of  placing 
much  confidence  in  other  assertions  of  the  writer, 
especially  where  those  assertions  are  calculated  to 
iniure  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  country. 
The  writer  appears  to  have  believed  that  our  rev- 
enue laws,  and  those  of  Great  Britain,  were  sim- 
ilar; and  ne  has  drawn  his  arguments,  of  course, 
from  false  premises.  In  page  fifty-nine,  he  says: 
^^  On  the  arrival  of  a  cargo  destined  for  exporta- 
'  tion,  they  were  allowed  to  land  the  goods,  and 
'  even  put  them  in  private  warehouses,  without 
^  paying  any  part  of  the  duties,  and  without  any 
^  farther  trouble  than  that  of  giving  a  bond,  with 
'  condition,  that,  if  the  goods  should  not  be  re-ex- 
Sported,  the  duties  should  be  paid."  Now,  sir, 
everybody  knows  this  to  be  misstated.  In  Bug- 
land  the  merchant  can  enter  his  goods  for  export- 
ation, and  land  the  same ;  in  the  United  States 
he  cannot.  If  landed  at  all,  they  must  pay,  or 
secure  the  piyment  of,  the  duties,  in  the  same 
manner  as  all  importations  are  conducted.  There 
are  not  two  modes  of  entering  goods  that  are  to 
be  landed  in  the  United  States. 

In  page  sixty-one,  the  writer  in  the  case  of  th« 
Essex,  Orne,  says :  *^  In  this  case  was  found  an 
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'  affidayic  o[  the  owner  stating  that  the  goods  had 
t  been  ladeo  on  board  from  stores  in  Salem^  and 
^  that  the  duties  were  paid,  or  secured,  according 
^  to  Jaw.  Yet  it  afterwards  appeared,  on  his  own 
<  admission,  that  he  had  only  given  the  usual  bond 
'  00  the  entry  of  the  cargo  from  Barcelona,  which, 
^  we  have  seen,  is  a  security  to  re-export,  rather 
^ikkn  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo,  and  which  had 
'accordingly  been  cancelled  on  the  renezporta- 
'  tion."  No  sir !  we  have  seen  no  such  thing.  No 
such  bond  could  be  taken  under  our  laws.  No  such 
bond,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  has  ever  been  taken, 
and  this  the  writer  might  have  known,  for  a  cer- 
tified extract  of  our  law,  on  that  particular  case, 
oi  our  practice  under  the  law,  was  sent  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  Great  Britain,  to  meet 
this  very  case.  In  paee  sixty-two,  he  proceeds 
with  the  same  error,  thus:  "  When  it  was  found 
'  that  the  duties  had  been  secured,  not  in  a  way 
^  applicable  to  goods  meant  to  be  sold  in  America, 
'  but  in  a  mode  devised  for  the  special  convent- 
*  ence  of  importers  inteading  re-exportation,  the 
'  suspicion  tnat  the  claimant  originallv  meant  to 
^  continue  the  voyage,  as  be  eventually  did,  was 
'  obviously  strengthened,  if  not  absolutely  con- 
'  firmed."  It  is  not  true,  Mr.  President,  that  any 
new  mode  had  been  devbed  for  the  special  con* 
Teaience  of  importers  intending  a  re-exportation. 
The  mode  practised  now,  is  the  same  that  has 
been  invariably  practised  in  the  custom-houses. 
I  never  have  known  any  other.  I  will  state  the 
practice,  under  the  laws,  for  the  information  of 
gentlemen  who  may  not  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  subject :  On  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  master 
presents  himself  at  the  custom-house,  and  deliv- 
ers to  the  collector  a  manifest  of  the  cargo.  In 
that  manifest,  if  the  cargo  is  intended  for  re-ex- 
portation, it  is  so  declared ;  in  which  case,  an  in- 
spector remains  on  board  such  vessel  until  she 
ocparts ;  no  part  of  the  cargo,  so  declared  for  ex- 
portation, can  be  landed ;  no  bond  for  duties  is 
taken,  nor  any  other  bond,  except  one  conditioned 
that  no  port  of  such  cargo  shall  be  laiKled  within 
the  United  States.  Few  vessels  make  use,  (in 
times  of  war,)  of  this  privilege,  except  those  which 
came  from  a  neutral  country,  or  Arom  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain.  Those  merchants  who 
are  acqaainted  with  the  British  system,  and  whose 
vesaeLs  arrive  in  our  ports  from  the  country  of  an 
enemy  of  Great  Britain,  always  discharge  their 
cargoes ;  secure,  or  pay  the  duty,  and  seU,  or  re- 
ship  the  same,  agreeably  to  our  laws.  Their  own 
interest  compels  them  to  it ;  for,  if  they  do  not 
discbarge  such  cargoes,  they  cannot  procure  in- 
uxance  under  three,  four,  or  five  times  the  usual 
piemium.  Of  course,  no  man  would  be  so  devoid 
of  common  sense  as  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars 
for  ifisurance,  when  the  same  number  of  hun- 
dreds would  pay  all  expenses  of  landing,  and  the 
transit  daty  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  doty  to  the  United  States.  It  is,  there- 
fore, idle  to  suppose,  (as  charged  by  this  writer, 
and  as  believed  by  toe  ignorant.)  that  any  eva- 
sions in  this  way  would  be  attempted.  The  mer- 
chant understands  his  interest  too  well  to  commit 


such  an  act  of  folly.  I  think  it,  however,  not  im- 
probable that  a  few  vessels  that  had  sailed  in  the 
vear  of  peace,  1802,  and  returned  in  1803,  might 
nave  proceeded  to  Europe  without  landing  their 
cargoes.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a  careo  ar- 
rives which  is  intended  for  sale,  or  to  be  mnded 
for  any  other  purpose,  there  is  but  one  mode  of 
acting.  The  owner  enters  his  goods  at  the  cus-^ 
tom-hoase,  and  gives  bond  with  sufficient  security, 
or  pays  the  duties  agreeably  to  law,  and  puts  the 
goods  into  his  own  stores.  If  he  sells  them  to  a 
person  who  means  to  export,  or  intends  to  export 
them  himself,  a  declaration  thereof  is  made  at  the 
custom-house,  and  the  goods  are  shipped  under 
the  inspection  of  the  proper  officers.  When  oa 
board,  the  owner  and  master  give  bond  that  such 
ffoods  shall  not  be  relanded  within  the  United 
States,  which  bond  is  cancelled  on  certificate* 
being  produced  from  our  consul,  at  the  port  of 
delivery^  that  such  cargo  has  been  landed  in  such 
port.  Debentures  for  drawback  of  duties  on  goods 
so  exported  are  granted  ty  the  collector,  made  pay- 
able on  the  same  days  on  which  the  bonds  siven 
for  the  duty  inward  shall  become  due,  which  de- 
bentures are  transferable,  but  are  not  payable  until 
the  bonds  on  which  they  are  issued  shall  be  paid^ 
This  has  been  our  uniform  law  and  practice,  and 
not  made,  for  a  convenience,  to  answer  present 
purposes.  The  writer  of  ^  War  in  Dis^^ise,"  at 
already  observed,  has  taken  his  premises  firom 
English  law,  and  not  from  our  laws ;  he  has,  there- 
fore, reasoned  on  fa  be  premises,  has  probably  de^ 
ceived  himself  and  certainly  has  deceived  otherv. 
The  book,  Mr.  President,  is^lledwith  misstate- 
ments of  our  laws  and  practises  under  them ;  but 
I  cannot  presume  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate 
to  take  up  their  time  in  detecting  every  error^ 
The  writer  has  assumed  for  fact,  tnat  there  muA 
be  a  great  deal  of  Dutch,  French,  and  Spanish 
property  collusively  covered  by  the  Americaa 
merchants ;  for  he  says :  "  Where  can  America 

*  have  found  a  capital,  or  credit,  adequate  to  the 
'  vast  magnitude  of  her  present  investments  ?  By 
^  what  means  could  these  new  merchants  of  the 
^  United  States  be  able  to  purchase  all  the  costly 

*  exports  of  the  Spanish  colonies  ?"  d>c.,  du;.  Nay, 
Ur.  President,  I  have  heard  a  gentleman  in  anoth- 
er body  triumphantly  ask :  **  Where  have  these 
merchants  found  capital  to  carry  on  the  trade  of 
the  world?"  Mr.  President,  a  stranger  travellinff 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  might  with  equM 
propriety  ask :  "  Whence  has  arisen  the  immense 
wealth  I  now  see  ?"  But  a  few  vears  past,  and 
your  planters  were  not  more  rich  than  their  neigh- 
bors. Now  they  abound  in  wealth.  The  answer 
would  be  easy.  We  have  adopted  a  new  article 
of  agriculture ;  oor  climate  and  soil  is  found  proper 
for  cotton ;  we  cultivate  that  valtmble  article,  and 
it  has  yielded  great  profit.  The  merchant  has  his 
answer  as  ready,  to  wit :  There  has  been  a  war  of 
more  than  twelve  years  in  Europe ;  our  country 
has  been  neutral,  which  has  given  us  new  seas  to 
navigate,  and  new  sources  of  commerce  to  pur* 
sue.  We  have  pursued  them  with  effect,  and  oi 
capital  has  kept  pace  with  our  views,  thus  ex* 
tended  by  our  peculiarly  fortunate  situation.    But, 
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sir,  how  is  our  commerce  carried  on  ?    Whence 
our  means?    It  is  conducted,  Mr.  President,  with 
few  exceptions,  not  more  than  a  drop  in  the  ocean, 
by  American  citizens,  for  their  account  only,  and 
not  on  account  of  foreigners.    In  addition  to  the 
capital  of  the  merchants,  there  is  a  bank  capital 
in  the  United  States  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  very  little  of  which  is  owned  by  the  active 
and  enterprising  merchants,  from  which  they  de- 
rive g[reat  advantages.    But,  sir,  this  trade  to  the 
Spanish  and  French  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  Main,  is  carried  on  with  very   little 
American  capital.    The  German  merchants  ex- 
port to  the  United  States  annually,  to  the  amount 
of  seven  millions,  in  eoods  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  trade  and  taste  of  the  colonies  or  Spam  and 
France.    Those  goods  are  generally  sold  at  six 
months'  and  at  eight  months'  credit.    Cargoes 
proper  for  those  markets  are  made  up  princij^ly 
of  such  goods,  assorted  with  large  quantities  of 
British  manufactures,  purchased  at  a  similar  cred- 
it ;  some  claret,  flour,  and  salted  provisions.    The 
returns  for  such  cargoes  are  made  in  sugar  and 
cofiee,  which  may  fairly  be  expected  to  arrive  in 
three,  four,  or  five  months;  of  course  in  full  time 
to  meet  the  payment  of  the  goods  purchased  on  a 
credit.    It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  President,  by  this  view, 
and  it  is  correct,  that  the  West  India  trade  may  be, 
and  in  most  cases  actually  is,  carried  on,  with 
very  little  of  the  active  capital  of  our  merchants. 
The  trade  to  the  Isle  of  France  is  carried  on  also, 
in  part,  by  a  credit  obtained  on  English  goods, 
which  are  found  to  have  answered  tnat  market. 
I  have  known  one  car^o  go  to  that  island,  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  which  cost  in  London  i£10,000, 
and  which  was  sold  immediately.    Cargoes  of 
such  goods,  assorted  with  flour,  salted  provisions, 
French  wines,  and  some  specie,  enable  your  mer- 
chants .to  bring  back  cargoes  of  cofiee  m  time  to 
meet  the  payment  of  ^oods  bought  on  credit,  and 
therefore  does  not  require  all  the  capital  that  mi^ht 
be  supposed  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  commerce.    The  trade  to  Batavia  is  carried 
on  with  British  coods,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
obtained  also  on  long  credit ;  flour,  wines,  opium, 
bar-iron,  coalj  and  dollars.     This  trade,  which 
has  been  considerable,  does  require  active  capitlil, 
which  those  merchants  employed  in  it  are  well 
known  to  be  sufficiently  wealthy  to  supply.    I  do 
not  believe  that  one  dollar  of  Dutch,  Spanish,  or 
French  capital  is  employed  therein.    Our  com- 
merce to  Mocha,  Muscat)  China,  and  other  native 
countries  in  the  East,  requires  capital.    But,  Mr. 
President,  to  what  does  this  trade  amount,  for  the 
conducting  of  which,  it  is  asserted  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  American  merchants  cannot  find  cap- 
ital ?  Why,  sir.  only  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars!  Let  gentlemen  judge  for  themselves.   Ipray 
(hem  to  look  at  the  Treasury  report.    It  will  be 
there  seen  that  our  exports  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  is  sixty-eight  millions ;  of  which  amount, 
twenty-eight  millions  only  are  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufacture.     It  is  then  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  commerce  beyond  our  own  pro- 
duce and  consumption,  that  we  are  asked,  ^'  Where 
do  these  merchants  find  capital  to  carry  on  7"  Gra- 


cious God  !  Mr.  President,  where  can  that  man 
have  lived  in  America  who  would  ask  such  a 
question  ?  Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  report  of 
the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  now  laid  on 
your  table;  they  will  find  (with  a  small  addition 
for  unregistered  vessels,  not  included,)  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  own  1,200,000  tons 
of  shipping.  Allow  each  ton  to  be  worth  fifty 
dollars,  (and  this  is  less  than  the  value,)  and  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at 
sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Admit  that  each  owner 
has  only  capital  equal  to  the  value  of  his  ship, 
(and  surely  no  person  will  deny  us  this,)  and 
there  would  be  active  capital  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  ship-owners  alone,  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  export  trade  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  aid  of  the  fifty  mil- 
lions of  bank  capital,  or  the  other  facilities  that  I 
have  mentioned.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President 
that  where  there  is  collusive  trade,  it  will  befouna 
almost  invariably  to  be  for  the  account  of  British 
subjects,  and  not  for  the  account  of  their  enemies ; 
but  unimportant  in  either  case — the  amount  not 
worth  mentioning.  The  charge  of  Americana 
covering  of  property  is  a  mere  pretext,  made  by 
the  British,  for  condemning  our  vessels.  From 
this  view  of  our  commerce,  it  will  be  seen  that 
our  merchants  vend  lar^e  quantities  of  the  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  to  her  enemies — I  be- 
lieve to  the  amount  of  four  millions — and  they 
receive  in  payment  cofiee  and  sugar ;  that  in  the 
transportation  thereof  to  Europe,  to  raise  the 
means  to  pay  for  those  very  goods,  she  authorizes 
the  seizure  thereof  by  her  cruisers,  and  thus  plun- 
ders our  mer^chants  whilst  in  a  trade  declared  fair 
and  lawful  by  her  own  Government  in  1801. 

Suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  we  should  submit 
to  this  new  principle  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
France  assume  the  same  1  It  must  certainly  be 
expected.  Great  Britain  does  not,  in  times  of 
peace,  permit  American  vessels  to  trade  to  her 
West  India  islands.  France  may  say,  as  Britain 
does :  "  Nor  will  I  permit  it  in  time  of  war  !'* 
What  would  be  the  consequence  t  We  should 
be  prevented  from  supplying  the  British  islands 
with  our  produce  to  the  annual  amount  of  six 
millions  of  dollars.  Great  Britain  would  lose  the 
sale  of  their  rum  to  us,  to  the  amount  of  $2,440,000, 
and  her  colonies  would  sufier  greatly  for  the  want 
of  a  regular  and  cheap  supply.  I  am  confident, 
sir,  that  Great  Britain  would  suflfer  more,  were 
both  nations  to  enforce  this  new  principle,  than 
France.  The  latter  has  but  two  small  islands  to 
supply ;  Enfirland  has  all  her  own  vast  posses- 
sions, and  all  the  important  Dutch  colonies,  which 
they  would  have  to  provide  for,  if  our  cheap  and 
easy  manner  of  supplying  them  was  prevented. 

But,  sir,  it  is  asked,  what  advantage  is  this  neu- 
tral trade  to  the  nation  ?  It  gives,  Mr.  President, 
employment  to  an  immense  number  of  vessels,  it 
employs  a  large  capital,  it  gives  wealth,  (of  course, 
strength,)  to  the  nation,  and  it  gives  $850,000  of 
a  net  revenue  to  the  Treasury,  as  stated  by  the 
Secretary — being  the  onlv  part  of  our  revenue 
system  which  is  not  paicl  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.    They  pay  no  part  thereof.    For 
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mysdf,  I  tm  convinced  that  the  neutral  trade  of 
the  Um'ted  States  pays  one  and  a  half  millions  in- 
to tJie  Treasury^  and  this,  I  verily  believe,  will  be 
prored  by  the  difference  of  revenue  on  the  return 
of  peace,  when  other  nations  can  trade  as  well  as 
we  can- ' 

I  iia ve^  Mr.  President,  thus  taken  a  short  view 
of  the  injuries  offered  to  the  United  States  in  the 
BDJost  seizure  of  their  property  by  order  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  higher  duties  on  ffoods  exported  by  her  to 
the  Unit^  States  than  £ose  imposed  on  similar 
goods  exported  to  other  nations.  I  have  not  taken 
notice  of  the  outrageous  insults  committed  by  the 
officers  of  that  Government  on  our  national  inde- 
pendence, by  the  impressing  of  oar  seamen  into 
their  navy,  because  that  subject  has  already  been 
ably  discussed  in  the  Senate  during  the  present 
session.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  observe, 
that  even  the  author  of  "  War  in  Disguise,"  (writ- 
ten, as  it  b  believed,  under  the  eye  of  the  British 
Minister,)  is  compelled  a^ain  to  nave  recourse  to 
British  law  to  palliate  this  violent  aggression  on 
the  Ubcny  of  our  citizens,  which  he  imposes  on 
the  English  for  the  law  of  the  United  States. 
Every  A  merican  will  detect  the  error.  Speakinff  of 
British  seamen  in  American  employ,  he  says  ^^  out 
^  when  and  how  have  these  sailors  become  Ameri- 
'  cans?  By  engaging  in  her  service  durinjf  the 
'  last  and  present  war,  and  sometimes  by  obtaining 
'  that  formal  naturalization,  which  is  gratuitously 

*  given,  after  they  have  sailed  two  years  from  an 
'  American  port."  A  misstatement  so  ^ross,  so 
devoid  of  fact,  could  deceive  no  American ;  it 
might  an  English  reader;  for  **a  foreign  sailor 

*  serving  two  years  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 

*  becomes  from  that  service  a  denizen  of  Great 
'  Bntain.'^  Not  so  in  the  United  States ;  a  for- 
eign sailor  can  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  no  other  way  than  any  other  alien  can. 
The  trouble  and  difficultv  of  obtaining  the  rights 
c^  citizenship  is  such,  tnat  I  verily  believe  there 
Dever  has  been  ten  foreign  sailors  naturalized 
within  the  United  States.  I  do  not  mean  to  in- 
clude herein  such  foreigners  as  have  become  offi- 
cers in  our  merchant  or  naval  service. 

But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  does  Great  Britain 
parsue  a  system  apparently  so  injurious  to  her 
true  interest,  and  so  hostile  to  ours?    The  an- 
swer may  be  found,  Mr.  President,  in  the  same 
book,  page  71.    "  They  (Americans)  supplant  or 
'  rival  the  British  merchant  throughout  the  conti- 
'  nent  of  Europe,  and  in  all  the  markets  of  the 
'Mediterranean;  they  sopphnt  even  the  manu- 
'  Pictures  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  York- 
^  shire ;  for  the  looms  and  forges  of  Germany  are 
'  rivalling  us  by  the  ample  supplies  by  the  neutral 
'  (oeanicg  American)  flag  to  every  part  of  the  New 
'  WotW."    Here,  Mr.  President,  is  shown  the  true 
cause  of  our  plowing  prosperity.    Great  Britain 
looks  with  a  jealous,  envious  eye  at  our  increased 
and  increasing  commerce ;  at  the  immense  com- 
merciaJ  tonnage  of  the  United  States.    It  is  seen 
that  we  have  capital  equal  to  our  trade,  and  that 
we  have  superior  enterprise,  and  intelligence  not 
inferior  to  their  merchants.    Yes,  sir,  we  do  sup- 


plant (not  rival)  the  British  merchant  every- 
where where  we  can  can  meet  him  on  equal  terms. 
Yes.  sir,  we  have  set  the  looms  of  Germany  to 
work,  and  with  their  labor  do  we  supply  the  New 
World.  Pass  this  resolution,  Mr.  rresident,  and 
the  looms  of  Germaoy  will  be  continued  in  motion 
after  a  peace.  Let  the  Irish  nation  consider  the 
effect.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain 
look  well  to  the  consequence  of  our  once  being 
diverted  from  the  consumption  of  their  goods. 
We  may  never  again  return.  Let  the  West  India 
planter  look  to  our  consumption  of  his  rum  to  the 
amount,  annually,  of  $2,440,000,  and  let  him  re- 
collect that  French  brandy  will  answer  every 
purpose. 

Already,  Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  that  I 
have  taken  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  importance  of  the  subject,  will,  I  hope, 
induce  gentlemen  to  continue  their  further  atten- 
tion, whilst  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  oper- 
ation of  the  resolution  on  our  nation  as  well  as 
on  Great  Britain.  1  am  free  to  confess  that  this 
resolution  does  not  go  the  length  I  was  prepared 
to  ^o;  however,  I  have  been  induced,  by  the  rea- 
soning of  gentlemen,  to  confine  the  prohibition  to 
such  goods  as  could  be  obtained  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  in  our  own,  on  terms  nearly  as  cheap  as 
those  we  now  get  them  at  from  Great  Britain. 
The  argument  used,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  no 
system  that  we  could  not,  without  injury  to  our- 
selves^ perpetually  maintain,  had  its  influence  on 
my  imnd,  and  probably  will  have  a  proper  effect 
on  Great  Britain.  It  ought  to  have,  for  she  well 
knows  the  difficulty  of  drawing  back  a  commerce 
after  it  has  taken  another  course. 

The  first  article  in  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  and  the  importation  whereof  from 
Great  Britain  is  proposed  to  be  prohibited,  is 

Woollens — On  this  article  I  shall  make  no  other 
remark  than  that  fine  cloths  can  be  procured  in 
France  as  cheap  as  they  can  now  be  purchased 
in  London.  Perhaps  gentlemen  may  not  be  wil- 
ling to  prohibit  the  importation  of  coarse  wool- 
lens; if  they  should  not,  I  will  not  oppose  their 
wishes  ;  the  quantity  required  of  coarse  woollens 
could  not  easily,  I  believe,  be  procured  on  the 
continent.  In  many  of  the  States  the  wants  of 
the  people  would  be  supplied  by  their  own  in- 
dustry. 

Linens — This  important  article  can  be  procured 
in  Grermany  as  cheap  as  in  Ireland.  The  British 
Government,  it  is  true,  give  aid  to  that  manufac- 
ture by  a  bounty  on  export  of  one  penny  halfpen- 
ny sterling  for  every  yard  under  the  cost  of  eigh- 
teen pence  sterling,  which  make  them  come  on 
terms  something  better  to  the  consumer,  but  not 
much.  It  is  our  taste,  it  is  the  habit  we  have  been 
in,  of  wearing  Irish  linens,  that  induces  a  prefer- 
ence. Other  nations  prefer  German  linens.  So 
shall  we,  when,  by  this  resolution,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  make  use  of  them.  A  short  time  to 
make  the  trial,  and  our  taste  may  induce  a  con- 
tinuance even  after  just  arrangements  shall  be 
made  with  Great  Britain.  Already  a  preference 
is  given  to  German  fine  linens  by  those  who  wear 
them.    No  other  nation  except  the  British  and 
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American,  purcbase  Irish  linens ;  all  others  prefer 
the  German  and  French  linens.  If  you  ptsa  this 
resolution,  her  best  customer  is  lost  to  Ireland, 
perhaps  forever.  I  pray  eentiemen  to  recollect 
what  I  hare  already  stated,  to  wit :  That  Ireland, 
sensible  that  the  four  per  cent,  export  duty  laid  ooi 
British  ^oods  to  the  United  States,  would  be  high- 
ly injurious  to  her,  remonstrated  against  it  as  de- 
structive of  their  interest,  as  an  inducement  which 
they  feared,  and  with  justice,  would  divert  the 
Americans  from  the  use  of  their  linens.  What  was 
the  consequence  ?  An  immediate  repeal  of  that 
duty,  so  far  as  it  related  to  linens.  Will  their  re- 
monstrance be  less  strong  when  they  find  we  have 
prohibited  their  importation  altogether?  Will 
they  be  less  heard  or  attended  to  ?  Yes,  sir,  they 
will  be  heard,  especially  when  they  can  say  that 
this  e?il  is  brought  on  them  by  an  act  of  injus- 
tice on  the  paru  of  the  British  Grovcrnment  to- 
wards us ;  and  they  will  ably  contribute  their  aid  to 
obtain  for  us  justice,  agreeably  to  the  well  known 
laws  of  nations. 

Rum — This  eznensive  and  destructive  article 
is  consumed  by  tlie  English  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  only.  If  the  West  India  plan- 
ters lose  our  custom,  they  cannot  find  purchasers 
elsewhere.  We  consume  of  that  article,  annually, 
to  the  amount  of  $2,444,000.  This  enables  the 
planter  to  pay  for  his  provisions  for  his  family 
and  his  slaves.  Cut  off  this  tund  fVom  him^  and 
he  will  severely  feel  the  loss.  I  consider  this  ar- 
ticle among  the  most  important  proposed ;  it  will 
cause  that  valuable  class  of  people,  the  British 
eolootsts,  to  inquire  into  the  cause ;  they  will  find 
that  we  have  been  cruelly  oppressed,  our  prop- 
erty unjustly  seized,  and  they  will  join  their  com- 
plaints to  those  of  Ireland ;  they  must  be  heard  ; 
yeS;  Mr.  President,  thev  will  be  heard,  when 
they  tell  the  Minister  tnat  French  brandy  will 
soon  supply  the  place  of  their  rum  ;  that  when 
the  Americans  have  once  taken  a  taste  for  French 
brandy,  they  never  may,  and  probably  never  will, 
return  to  the  use  of  their  rum.  But,  it  is  said,  that 
our  revenue  will  suffer  by  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  this  article.  Not  one  dollar,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. The  law  will  not  take  effect  until  Novem- 
ber, and  the  revenue  could  not  thereby  be  affected 
until  May,  1807,  when  the  last  bonds  for  duties 
thereon  would  become  due,  before  which  time 
brandies  from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  would  be 
imported  to  meet  the  full  amount  of  duties  that 
might  have  been  raised  on  rum,  if  the  importa- 
tion had  continued.  The  brandy  of  France  and 
Italy  would  be  paid  for  by  our  tobacco,  flour,  and 
rice ;  that  of  Spain  by  the  two  latter  articles. 

Hardware — This  article,  as  suited  to  our  taste, 
we  can  procure  in  no  other  country  than  Great 
Britain.  It  was  supposed,  by  our  committee,  that 
there  were  sufficient  in  the  country  for  two  years' 
consumption — before  which  time  a  general  peace 
would  probably  be  made. 

Hats,  nails,  glassware,  boots  and  shoes,  can  be,  or 
already  are,  made  in  quantities  nearly  sufficient  for 
our  own  consumption;  with  this  encouragement 
our  own  manufacturers  will  be  foimd  equal  to  all 


our  wants.    Nay,  we  do  now  export  hats,  boots, 
and  shoes. 

Coal  and  slate  are  in  great  abundance  in  our 
own  country. 

Looking-^asses,  ribbons,  and  silks  of  all  kinds, 
can  be  obtained  cheaper  in  France,  China,  and 
Italy,  than  in  England ;  yet,  such  has  been  our 
pr^iilection  for  Bntish  goods,  such  is  the  strength 
of  habit,  that  we  have,  notwithstanding,  ^one  to 
England  for  those  goods.  This  resolution  will 
break  the  charm,  and  we  shall  probably  never  re- 
turn there  for  such  goods. 

Salt— This  is  an  article  highly  important,  as  it 
respects  Great  Britain.  We  import  thereof  from 
her  dominions,  annually,  to  the  value  of  5462. 392, 
being  2,111,401  bushels.  To  lose  our  custom  on 
this  highly  important  article,  would  be  severely 
felt  by  Great  Britain.  By  us  it  would  not  be  felt 
to  any  extent,  for  we  should  easily  replace  that 
quantity  from  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  other  parts  of 
Spain,  with  salt,  as  I  am  informed  by  my  learned 
friend  from  New  York,  more  wholesome,  and 
certainly  much  better  for  all  purposes. 

Let  not  gentlemen  fear  a  loss  of  revenue.  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  that  subject,  and  am  confi- 
dent the  loss  will  be  trifling ;  it  will  never  be  felt. 
I  take  leave  to  bubmit  the  following  view  of  this 
subject : 

The  duty  paid  annually  on  the  following  arti- 
cles imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, are— 

On  linens $21,429 

Rum :i,100,000 

Salt 400,000 

Coal 20,000 

Nails 70,000 

Boots  and  shoes 10.000 


Woollens  and  the  otherarticles,  of  which 
the  precise  amount  of  duty  cannot 
be  obtained ;  I  presume  they  might 


1,621,429 


amount  to 


300,000 
1.921,429 


This  amount  may,  and  ceruinly  will,  be  met 
the  following  substitutes,  to  wit : 
Duty  on  linens  from  Germany    -       -     ^1,429 


Duty  on  brandy  from  Spain,  France, 
and  Italy 1,100,000 

Doty  on  salt  from  Portugal,  Spain,  Ita- 
ly, and  Cape  de  Verd  Islands   -        -     400,000 

Duty  on  silks,  fine  woollens,  ribbons, 
and  looking-glasses,  from  France,  Ita- 
ly, China,  and  Spain        -        -       -     100,000 


Probable  loss  of  duties 


1,621,429 
300,000 

1,921,429 


If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  importation  of  coarse  woollens  and  hardware* 
shall  not  be  prohibited,  then  I  do  not  believe  there 


Digitized  by 


Google 


181 


HISTOKT  OP  CON0KBSS. 


182 


Mabcb,  1806. 


ProceedMig9, 


Sbnatb. 


w^  be  «se  dollar  loss  of  rerenue^  if  tbe  resoia- 
tion  siiooid  pass. 

Bdc,  Mr.  President,  no  deficiency  can  be  felt  in 
afljcase  prior  to  tbe  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1807, 
tyfXkH  a  total  prohibition  of  all  importations  was 
kteaded.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  attend  to  this  sub- 
ject. Tbe  Spring  importation  will  arrive  in  a  few 
weeks;  of  course  no  effect  ean  be  had  on  that.  The 
foods  for  the  Autumn  are  now  preparing  in  Ens- 
land ;  they  will  come  at  the  usual  time ;  the  bonds 
taken  for  the  duties  thereon,  will  be  payable  in 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months;  of  course,  as  usual, 
in  tbe  months  of  June,  August,  and  October,  1807. 
Something  decisive  must  bapppen  before  that  pe- 
riod; a  negotiation  will  certainly  commence,  and, 
if  gentlemen  choose,  a  power  may  be  given  in  tbe 
Ihu  to  the  President  to  suspend  its  operation,  if  it 
shall  appear  to  him  that  the  British  Government 
are  disposed  to  enter  into  an  equitable  arrange- 
ment of  all  disputes  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President  (and  I 
hope  I  have  succeeded)  to  show  that  the  measure 
proposed  is  not  a  war  measure ;  that  if  carried 
into  effect,  it  is  capable  of  materiallyr  afiecting  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  without  injuring  our- 
selves ;  that  oor  revenue  will  not  be  affected 
thereby  to  any  considerable  amount;  that  we 
hMve  justice  on  our  side ;  and  that  the  conduct  of 
Gkeac  Britain  has  been  unjust  and  cruel  towards 
tbe  United  States.  If  any  gentleman  should  still 
douht  as  to  the  law  of  nations  being  against  the 
ioctrine  of  Great  Britain  in  the  dispute  in  ques- 
tion, I  pray  him  to  read  the  book  laid  on  our  ta- 
ble, to  wit :  ^An  Examination  of  the  British  Doc- 
'  trine  which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade, 
*  not  open  in  time  of  peace."  A  book,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, written  to  the  understanding,  not  to  the  pas- 
Mons,  stating  incontrovertible  facts,  on  which  to 
form  the  judgment ;  a  book  that  will,  I  have  no 
donbt,  be  translated  into  the  languages  of  all  the 
smritime  Powers ;  and  will,  hereafter,  be  quoted 
as  containing  truths  that  may  be  relied  upon. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  further 
postponed. 


TuEspAY,  March  11. 

The  hill  to  carry  into  effset  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  sectioa  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  haM,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  on 
the  4th  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  ref usees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia ;"  and  after  progress,  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted to  Metsrs.  BaADLCT,  Tkact,  and  Baldwin,  to 
eonsider  and  report  thereon. 

The  SeMite  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
hill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
niticles  for  tbe  government  of  the  armies  •f  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  bill  having  been  further 


Mesokfed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  territories  thereof," 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  *An  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  passed  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  yessels  from  foreign 
ports. 

W£f>NB8DAY,  March  13. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  on  the  6th  instant,  for  the  location  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  be  given  as 
a  bounty  to  actual  settlers,  who  shall  be  aable  to 
be  called  into  service  for  the  defence  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wor- 
THiNQTOM,  AifnERSON,  Adair.  Bradley,  and 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made, 

<*  That  a  conmiittee  be  appointed,  to  join  with  sueh 
committee  as  the  Houiie  of  Representatives  may  i^ 
point  on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present 
seasion." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804^ 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  tbe  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ressels  from  foreign 
ports." 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the 
library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress ;" 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  ooounittee  to  tbe  bill,  entir 
tied  "An  act  to  r^ulate  and  fix  the  compenscttion 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

TttURSDAT,  March  13. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  th^  motion 
made  yesterday,  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  join  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives tnay  appoint  on  their  part,  to  consider 
and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
by  Congress  in  tbe  present  session ;  and  the  mo- 
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tion  haying  been  adopted,  Messrs.  Woethinoton 
and  Baldwin  were  appointed  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tlie  10th  of  January  last,  the  mo- 
tion for  a  revision  of  the  rules  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate,  made  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same ;  and  having  amended  the  bill,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  House  accordingly. 


Friday,  March  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  \ 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy;  audit 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russel.  a  captam  in  the  militia  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  stating  that  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed thence  to  the  ISatchez,  in  the  year  1803 ;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  he.  together  with 
the  company  under  his  command,  performed  di- 
vers military  services ;  and  that  he,  moreover,  in 
that  service,  made  considerable  pecuniary  dis- 
bursements, for  all  which  he  prays  compensation  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the 
Qovernment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  third 
lime. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,".  was  read  the  third  time ;  and.  on 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  ^'six,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  word  "three,"  thereby  to  re- 
duce the  sum  proposed  for  his  relief  to  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  it  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  and  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  six." 

On  motion,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  "five," 
it  passed  in  the  negative;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  "  four." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed 1  it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmaiive — yeas 
19,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Vbas — MeMTfl.  Adair,  Adams,  Andenon,  Bayard, 
Gondii,  Gilraan,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maday,  Mitd^ 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennes- 


see, Smith  of  Vermont,  Thruaton,  Turner,  White* 
Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gaillard,  Hill- 
house,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York. 
Sumter,  and  Tracy. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pasa  aa 
amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  aQt,ea- 
titled  ^An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  aflirmative— yeas  25,  nays  2,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradlev,  Condit,  Craillard,  Gilman,  Hillhonse,  How- 
land,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plomer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Stone  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  tnat  the  title  thereof  be,  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same." 

The  biU, entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty 
on  the  tonna^^e  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  ^^An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  further  consideration  theceof 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees 
of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  George- 
town." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  March  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February  last  on  the 
subject ;  and  resolved  that  two  hundred  copies  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
amendments  whieh  have  been  made  thereto,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represents tiree 
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inforined  the  Senate  tbac  the  House  disagree  to 
the  ameodment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  and  in- 
sist on  their  said  bill,  and  request  a  conference 
with  the  Senate  thereon,  and  have  appointed  man- 
ag«Ts  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting 
a  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

jResolved,  That  they  agree  thereto,  and  that 
Messrs.  Bradley  and  Mitchill  be  managers 
thereof  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI 

Mr.  Bradlct,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  16ih  of  January  last,  to  consider  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
13th  of  January^  respecting  the  application  of 
Hamet  Caramalli,  made  the  following  report: 

The  ex-Bashaw  founds  his  claim  on  the  justice  of 
the  United  States,  iiom  his  services  and  siuBTering  in 
their  caUBe,  and  from  his  having  been  deceived  and 
amused  with  the  prospect  of  being  placed  on  his  throne, 
sui  legitimate  Sovereign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently 
drawn  from  eligible  situations  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing made  the  dupe  and  instrument  of  policy,  and  finally 
sacrificed  to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  com- 
mittee, from  a  full  investigation  of  the  documents  which 
have  been  laid  before  Congress,  with  other  evidence 
that  has  come  within  their  knowledge,  are  enabled  to 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  brief  statement  of  facts  in  rela- 
tkm  to  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  the  result  of  theb  delibera- 
tkmB  thereon. 

This  unfortunate  prince,  by  the  treason  and  perfidy 
of  bis  brother,  the  reigning  Badiaw,  was  driven  fixMn 
his  throne,  an  exile,  to  the  Regency  of  Tunis ;  where 
the  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
ibnnd  him ;  and  as  early  as  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  one,  entered  into  a  convention  to  co-operate  with 
Imn,  the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  a  permanent 
peace  vrith  Tripoli,  to  place  the  ex-Bashaw  on  his 
throne,  and  procure  indemnification  for  all  expense  in 
acoompUshing  the  same.  This  agreement  was  renewed 
in  November  f>Uowing,  with  encouragement  that  the 
United  States  would  persevere,  until  they  had  effected 
the  object;  and  in  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  when 
the  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
Bashaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of  Dome 
and  Bengasi,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw  was  on  the 
point  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  escort  fumiihed  him 
by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  the  agents  of  the  United  States 
prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  the  ofier,  with  assurance 
that  the  United  States  would  effectually  co-operate,  and 
place  him  on  the  throne  of  TripoIL 

7*he  same  engagements  were  renewed  in  eighteen 
hnndred  and  three,  and  the  plan  of  co-operation  so  ar- 
ranged, that  the  ex-Bashaw,  by  his  own  exertions  and 
force,  took  possession  of  the  province  of  Deme ;  but  the 
American  squadron,  at  that  time  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Morris,  instead  of  improving  that  favor- 
able meaiettt  to  co-operate  with  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to 
pot  an  ead  to  the  war,  unfortunately  abandoned  the 
Barbery  coast,  and  lefl  the  ex-Ba^aw  to  contend 
solefy  with  all  the  force  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  and 
who  in  consequence  was  obliged,  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  to  give  up  hii  conquest 
of  Decne,  and  fiy  from  the  fury  of  the  usuiper  into 


Egypt  These  ^transactions  were,  from  time  to  time, 
not  only  communicated  by  our  agents  to  Government, 
but  were  laid  before  Congress  in  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  whidi  committee  expressed 
their  decided  approbation  of  his  official  conduct,  and 
to  which  report  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

In  the  full  possession  of  the  knowledge  of  these  fiicts, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  despatched  Commodore  Barron,  with 
a  squadron,  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  his  instruc- 
tions submitted  to  his  entire  discretion  the  subject  of 
availing  himself  of  the  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw, 
and  referring  him  to  Mr.  Eaton  as  an  agent  sent  out 
by  Government  for  that  purpose. 

After  Commodore  Barron  had  arrived  on  the  station, 
in  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  he  despatched 
Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull  into  Egypt,  to  find  the 
ex-Bashaw,  with  instructions  to  assure  him  that  the 
Commodore  would  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
with  the  forces  under  his  command,  to  co-operate  with 
him  against  the  usurper,  his  brother,  and  to  establish 
hiin  in  the  Regency  of  Tripoli.  Afler  encountering 
many  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  ex-Bashaw  was 
found  in  Upper  Egypt  with  the  Mamelukes,  and 
commanding  the  Arabs;  the  same  assurances  were 
again  made  to  him,  and  a  convention  was  reduced  to 
writing,  the  stipulations  of  which  had  the  same  objects 
in  view ;  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  permanent  peace 
and  their  prisoners,  the  ex-Bashaw  to  obtain  his  throne. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  with  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  the  assurances  he  had  received  from  the  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  even  from  Commodore  Barron 
himself,  by  one  of  his  (the  Bashaw's)  secretaries,  whom 
he  had  sent  to  wait  on  the  Commodore  for  thatpurpose^ 
he  gave  up  his  prospects  In  Egypt,  abandoned  his 
property  in  that  country,  constituted  Mr.  Eaton  gen- 
eral and  commander-in-chief  of  his  forces,  and  with 
such  an  army  as  he  was  able  to  raise  and  support, 
marched  through  the  Lybian  desert,  suffering  every 
hardship  incident  to  such  a  perilous  undertaking ;  and 
with  his  army,  commanded  by  General  Eaton,  aided  by 
G'Bannon  and  Mann,  three  American  officers,  who 
diared  with  him  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  whose  names  their  country  will  forever  re- 
cord with  honor,  attacked  the  dty  of  Deme  in  the  Re- 
gency of  Tripoli,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and,  after  a  well- 
fought  battle,  took  the  same ;  and  for  the  first  time 
planted  the  American  colors  on  the  ramparti  of  a  Tri- 
politan  fort.  And  in  several  battles  afVerwards,  one  of 
vrhich  he  fought  without  the  aid  of  the  Amarioans, 
(th^  having  been  restrained  by  orders,  not  warranted  by 
any  policy,  issued  as  appears  by  Mr.  Lear,  the  Ameri- 
can Consul,)  defeated  the  army  of  the  usurper,  vrith 
great  slaughter,  maintained  hii  conquest,  and,  without 
the  hazard  of  a  repulse,  would  have  marched  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli,  had  he  been  supported  by  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and 
good  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect  The  committee 
would  here  explicitly  declare,  that,  in  their  opinion,  no 
blame  ought  to  attach  to  Commodore  Barron.  A  wast- 
ing sickness,  and  a  consequent  mental  as  well  as  bodily 
debility,  had  rendered  him  totally  unable  to  exercise  the 
duties  of  commanding  the  squadron,  previously  to  this 
momentous  crisis,  and  from  which  he  has  never  re- 
oovoed ;  and  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the 
final  failure  of  the  plan  of  co-operation  which  spears 


Digitized  by 


Google 


187 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


188 


Sbnate. 


Ex'Bashaw  of  TripoH. 


Majlch,  1806. 


te  have  been  wwety  eoneerted  bjr  the  GoTtmment,  and 
hitlMrto  bravdj  executed  by  its  offioets* 

But,  however  napleasant  the  tank,  the  committee  are 
compelled,  by  the  oblig^ttons  of  truth  and  doty,  to  state 
further  tiiat  Mr.  Lear,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  power 
of  negotiating  the  peace,  appe«rs  to  have  gained  a  com- 
plete ascendency  over  the  Commodore,  thus  debilitated 
by  sickness ;  or  lalher,  having  assnmed  the  command 
in  the  name  of  the  Commodore,*  to  have  dictated  every 
measure ;  to  have  paralyzed  evey  military  operation  by 
sea  and  land ;  and  finally,  without  displaying  the  fleet 
or  squadron  before  Tripoli,  without  consulting  even  the 
safety  of  the  ex-Bashaw  or  his  army,  against  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  so  far  as  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  obtain  the  same,  and  of  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  (as  appears  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  t  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Syracuse  harbor,  July 
5th,  1805,)  to  have  entered  into  a  convention  with  the 
reigning  Bashaw,  by  which,  contrary  to  his  instructions, 
he  stipulated  to  pay  him  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to 
abandon  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to  withdraw  all  aid  and 
assistance  from  his  army.  And  although  a  stipulation 
was  made  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  ex-Bashaw 
should  be  delivered  to  him  on  his  withdrawing  from 
the  territories  of  Tripoli,  yet  that  stipulation  has  not 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
was  never  intended  to  be.  The  committee  forbear  to 
make  any  comment  on  the  impropriety  of  the  orders 
issued  to  General  Eaton  to  evacuate  Deme,  five  days 
previous  to  Mr.  Lear*s  sailing  from  Malta  for  Tripoli, 
to  enter  on  his  negotiation ;  and  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion forbids  any  remarks  on  the  unworthy  attempt  to 
compel  the  ex-Bashaw  and  General  Eaton  to  give  up 
and  abandon  their  conquest,  by  withholding  supplies 
from  the  army  at  Derne,  eight  days  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation ;  nor  will  the  com- 
mittee condescend  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  pre- 
tended reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Lear,  to  palliate  his 
management  of  the  aflairs  of  the  negotiation ;  such  as, 
the  danger  of  the  American  prisoners  in  Tripoli,  ^he< 
unfitness  of  the  ships  for  service,  and  the  want  of  means 
to  prosecute  the  war ;  they  appear  to  the  committee  to 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Dent. 

<^  It  is  generally  believed,  by  the  offlcera  in  the  Medi- 
terranean,  that  Mr.  Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over 
the  Commodore  in  all  his  meamres  relative  to  the 
sqnadron ;  and  fton  frequent  obaerrations  of  Mr.  Lear's 
intimacy  with  the  Commodore,  during  his  debilitated 
state,  I  am  of  the  same  opinien. 

t  "  I  must  here  pay  a  tribute  of  justice  to  Commodore 
Sodgers,  whose  conduct  during  the  negotiation  on 
board,  was  mixed  with  that  manly  firmness  and  evi* 
dent  wish  to  oentinne  the  war  if  it  could  be  done  with 
propriety,  while  he  displayed  the  magnanimity  of  an 
American^  in  declaring  that  we  fought  not  for  conquest 
but  to  maintain  onr  jnst  rights  and  national  dignity,  as 
fii&y  convinced  the  negotiators  that  we  did  not  ask,  but 
grant  peace. 

<<  You  will  pardon  me  if  I  here  introduce  a  cirovm- 
fllance  evincive  of  the  spirit  of  our  countrymen.  At 
break&st  this  morning.  Commodore  Rodgers  observed 
that  if  the  Bashaw  vrooM  consent  to  delireT  up  onr 
countrymen  without  making  peace,  he  would  engage  to 
give  him  two  hundred  thousand  instead  of  sixty  lliou- 
aaad  dollari,  and  raise  the  diflbrence  between  the  two 
sums  from  tlie  officers  of  the  navy,  who  he  was  perfectly 
assured,  would  oontriboto  to  it  with  the  highest  mti»- 


have  no  foundation  in  fhct,  and  are  used  ra&er  as  a  veil 
to  cover  an  inglorious  deed,  than  solid  reasons  to  justify 
the  negotiator's  conduct  The  committee  are  hee  to 
say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  force  then  employed,  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars,  thus  improperly 
expended,  to  have  placed  Hamet  Caramalli,  the  right- 
ful sovereign  of  Tripoli,  on  his  throne ;  to  have  obtained 
their  prisoners  in  perfect  safety,*  without  the  payment 
of  a  cent,  with  assurance,  and  probable  certainty,  of 
eventual  remuneration  for  all  expenses ;  and  to  have 
established  a  peace  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  that 
would  have  been  secure  and  permanent,  and  which 
would  have  dignified  the  name  and  character  of  the 
American  people. 

Whatever  Hamet,  the  ex-Bashaw,  may  have  said, 
in  his  letter  of  June  39th,  1805,  to  palliate  the  conduct 
whieh  first  abandoned  and  then  ruined  him,  the  Sen- 
ate cannot  fail  to  discern  that  he  was  then  at  Syracuse, 
in  a  country  of  strangers  to  his  merits^  and  hostile  to 
his  nation  and  religion,  and  where  every  circumstance 
conspired  to  depress  him,  which,  together  with  the  fear 
of  starving,  left  him  scarcely  a  moral  agent. 

Upon  these  facts,  and  to  carry  into  efifect  the  princi- 
ple of  duty  arising  out  of  them,  the  only  remuneration 
now  left  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  make,  the 
committee  herewith  present  a  bill  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  The  committee  are  confident  that  tha 
Legislature  of  a  free  and  Christian  country,  can  never 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  Mahometan  to  say  that  they 
violate  their  £BLith,  or  withhold  the  operations  of  justica 
from  one  who  has  fallen  a  victim  to  his  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  their  integrity  and  honor. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  eooLsideratioo* 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli, 
ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  March  18. 

The  Vice  President  beine  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  r  resident  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  honor* 
able  Samuel  Smith  was  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  tho  United  States  and  acquaint  hin  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  the  abaenceof  the  Viob  Pkbs* 
!Z»5NT,  elected  the  honorable  Samuel  S^ith  Pres* 
ident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  Hke  com- 
munication to  the  House  ot  Representatives. 

Mr.  Bradley  sabmtcted  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  consideration,  which  were  read : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  tu- 
sembled,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  intrepidity,  and  valor,  of  William  Eaton, 
late  General-in-Chief  of  the  army  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of 


*  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Commodore  Rodgers. 
**  I  never  thought  the  prisonera  were  in  danger.'' 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Wormdey,  then  a 
prisoner  in  Tripoli. 
'<  I  do  not  baheve  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be 
ap^httided  for  our  lives,  even  if  (General  Eaton  and 
Hamet  Baihaw  had  have  mardied  oader  the  waUs  of 
Tripoli*" 
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SEMATfl. 


Tiipcdi,  and  of  Priestly  N.  O'Bannon,  and  George 
WashiogtoB  Mann,  three  American  officers,  who,  wkh 
m  floiall  Jiumber  of  American  marines  and  the  forces  of 
the  €X-Bashaw,  composed  of  Greeks  and  Arabs,  cour- 
ageoodj  marched  through  the  Libyan  desert,  defeated 
the  THpoUtan  army  near  Deme,  and  took  that  city  on 
'  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
ajkf  fire,  and  fior  the  first  time  spread  the  American  ea- 
gle in  Africa,  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tripolitan  fort,  and 
tkereby  contributed  to  release  three  hundred  American 
prisoners  from  bondage  in  Tripoli. 

**  Rtaohtdj  As  a  frirther  testimony  of  the  gratitude 
•C  Awir  country,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  surveyed,  within  the  limits 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  now  open  for 
Ml0y  as  die  said  William  Eaton  shaU  elect,  a  township 
of  ms,  miles  square,  to  be  called  Deme,  as  a  memorial 
«f  the  conquest  of  that  city,  foieTer ;  and  to  cause  to 
be  laid  out,  surveyed,  and  granted,  to  the  said  William 
Baton,  in  one  entire  tract,  within  the  said  township, 

thousand  acres ;  and  to  Priestly  N.  O'Bannon 

and  George  Washington  Mann,  each thousand 

acres ;  and  to  Arthur  Campbell,  Bernard  O' Brian,  Ba- 
idd  Thomas,  and  James  Owen,  the  only  surviving  ma- 
rines who  served  as  volunteers  in  that  expedition,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  each ;  to  be  granted  to  them, 
respectively,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever/* 

Mr.  Thacy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  od  the  4ih  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acts  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evideDces  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,''  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War,  dated  15th  of  January, 
1805,  respecting  the  rations  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Bradley,  and 
Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and,  having  been  further  amended,  were  adopted 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  they  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  aet  enabling  the  President  of  the 
Uikited  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Qoyern- 
■lent  of  Deamark  for  the  eaptare  and  ooademnar 
tKMi  of  the  Danish  brigantiae  called  the  Henriek, 
and  her  cargo.^ 

Ordered,  That  the  frirther  consideration  of  the 
hRl  be  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  was  resumed, 
and  the  ^rther  consideration  of  the  bill  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  31st  day  of 
March. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  incorporate  the  trus- 
tees o(the  Presbyteriafi  Congregation  of  Greorge- 
towo,"  was  read  the  third  lime ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  the  bill  pa.<«?  it  was  determined  in  the 
■fficmative— yeas  10,  nays  10,  as  follows: 


Ykab — ^Messn.  Adams,  Beidmiiy  Bayard,  Gilman, 
Hillhouse,  Lo^ran,  Mitehill,  PLdcering,  Plamer,  Smith 
of  Meiyland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stone,  Thniston, 
Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Natb — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Kitchel, 
Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont, Sumter,  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 


Wednesday,  March  19. 

The  Senate  were  infomed  that  James  Jack- 
son, one  of  their  members,  from  the  State  of  Gfeor- 
gia,  had  deceased  the  last  night,  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Jambs 
Jackson,  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend  the 
same ;  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  committee  coDsisC  of  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Sumter,  and  WRfOHT. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  James 
Jackson,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual 
mode,  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  leit  arm. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  20. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  Jambs  Jackson,  Elsquire,  late  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  They  have  also 
determined  to  wear  mourniag  on  the  left  arm,  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
olutionary patriot. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
Th  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rt^esentoHves  of  the  united  States  .* 

It  was  reasonably  expected  that,  while  the  limits 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
were  unsettled,  neither  party  would  have  innovated  on 
the  existing  state  of  their  respective  positions.  Some 
time  since,  however,  we  learnt  that  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities were  advmcing  into  the  disputed  country  to 
occupy  n^w  posts  and  make  new  settlements.  Un- 
willing to  take  any  measures  which  might  preclude  a 
peaceable  accommodation  of  difierences,  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  were  ordered  to  confine  themselves 
within  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine  river; 
which,  by  delivery  of  its  principal  post,  Natchitoches^ 
was  understood  to  have  been  itself  delivered  up  by 
Spain ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  permit  no  adverse 
post  to  be  taken,  nor  armed  men  to  remain  within  it. 
In  consequence  of  these  orders,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  Natchitoches  learning  that  a  party  of  Spanish 
troops  had  crossed  the  Sabine  river,  and  were  posting 
themselves  on  this  side  the  Adais,  sent  a  detachment 
of  his  force  to  require  them  to  withdraw  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Sabine,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress the  letter  detaihng  this  incident,  that  they  may 
fully  understand  the  state  of  things  in  that  quarter,  and 
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be  enabled  to  make  rach  provision  for  its  security  as, 
in  their  wisdom,  they  shall  deem  sufficient 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

March  19,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  accompanyiDaf  it  were 
readj  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Friday,  March  21. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex> 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
on  the  18th  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment of  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;  and, 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  and  amendments  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Tracy,  and  Woh- 
THiNGTON,  to  couslder  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  12th  in- 
stant, reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the 
disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  proposed  on  the  17th  inst.  rela- 
tive to  William  Eaton,  late  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  other  American 
officers  therein  mentioned,  were  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Wrfght, 
and  STONE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  rules  for  con- 
ducting business  in  the  Senate  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  further  amendment  proposed. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  enabling  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Got- 
ernment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the  Hen- 
riek,  and  her  cargo ;"  and,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
"A  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and  benev- 
olent attentions  manifested  by  His  Danish  Majes- 
ty's Consul,  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bain- 
bridge^his officers,  and  crew,  during  their  captiv- 
ity in  Tripoli :"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river 
Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Columbia  ;"  in 
which  resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  proposed  22d  January  last  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  "Act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  united  States  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  13th  of  February  last,  on  sundry 
petitions  for  extending  the  times  of  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  for  certain  public  lands,  re- 
ported that,  upon  recurrence  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, they  find  but  eight  persons,  of  all  those 
subscribers,  owe  money  to  the  United  States  for 
lands  ;  and,  as  an  innovation  upon  the  system  of 
sales  of  lands  will  probably  be  attended  with 
many  evils,  and  so  great  a  pro{>ortion  of  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  purchasers,  and  can  add  no  weight 
to  the  application,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  within  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  January  last,  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

That  it  aj^ars  that  a  company  has  been  incorpo- 
rated and  established  by  the  concnrrent  acts  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Penn^lvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland, 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  across  the  i^hmus 
separating  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
bays.  The  capital  of  the  company  consists  of  two 
thousand  six  hundred  shares,  and  $300  constitute  a 
share.  The  sum,  of  eonsequrace,  contemplated  to 
complete  this  work,  is  $520,000.  Of  this  sum  nearly 
$400,000  have  been  subscribed  by  individuals,  and  be- 
tween five  and  six  hundred  shares  remain  unsubscribed 
for. 

The  site  of  the  canal  has  been  fixed,  and  its  embou- 
chures established  at  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk  river, 
and  MendenhalPs  ferry,  on  Christiana  creek.  It  is 
intended  to  furnish  a  navigation  to  vessels  drawing 
upwards  of  seven  feet  water.  The  work  has  been 
commenced,  and  a  canal  to  supply  the  necessary 
water  to  the  main  canal  has  been  opened  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  Elk   river,  nearly  to  the  line 
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qC  the  nrate  tf  the  grand  cudaL  Thk  canlU  of  sap- 
fly  eonmsBicaftefl  with  populous  and  prodnotive 
tracts  of  osontiy  in  the  three  States  of  PennsyWania, 
Behfraie,  and  Maryland,  and  is  calculated  for  barge 


The  iength  of  the  main  canal,  as  the  route  has  been 
esliMMied,  is  twenty-one  miles,  and  the  expense  of 
csttiiig  it  is  estimated  at  $2&,000  a  mile. 

The  oottriuttee  are  of  opinion  that  the  work  design- 
ed lo  be  fteeompBshed  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
wara  Caaal  Oompeaiy  is  one  of  great  interest  and  im- 
pertanca,  not  only  to  the  three  States  whose  laws  haye 
jBoetpontted  the  eompany,  but  generally  to  the  United 
Stiates  By  opening  the  proposed  oomiuuttication  be- 
tween the  two  bsjs,  a  safe  inland  natigatioh  of  twen- 
tf-one  miles  snppliee  tiw  place  of  a  cireuitotis  and  an 
espesed  nangation  <tf  &f^  hundred.  The  large  tracts 
oi  amalbcj  in  Yirginia,  Mai^land^  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, and  New  Jersey,  connected  with  the  waters  of 
the  bays,  will  be  furnished  with  a  safe  water  communica- 
tion, and  will  immediately  feel  the  great  benefit  of  the 
work.  In  the  event  of  a  war,  the  fecility,  celerity,  safety, 
and  cheapness  in  the  transportation  of  troops  and  ord- 
nance and  military  stores,  from  remote  parts  of  the 
United  States,  present  an  object  at  once  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  interest  the  General  Government  in  the 
undertaking.  The  importance,  however,  of  the  pro- 
posed canal,  though  great  in  itself  is  not  justly  appro- 
CMted  hj  considering  it  as  a  separate  work ;  it  must  be 
viewed  as  the  basis  of  a  vast  scheme  of  interior  navi- 
gation, connecting  the  waters  of  the  lakes  with  those 
of  the  most  Southern  States ;  a  plan  oertainly  within 
the  compass  of  industry  and  art ;  and,  if  beyond  the 
pceaent  means,  unquestionably  within  the  growing  re- 
aouToea  of  the  countsry . 

The  following  statement  and  illustration  of  the  plan 
the  committee  have  extracted  from  the  memorial,  fur- 
nishing a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  well  deserving 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Senate : 

**  It  is  easy,  however,  to  see,  by  examining  any  map 
of  the  United  States,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  farther.  To  die  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  now  in  execution,  will  open  the 
communication  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence  through  the  inlets  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward,  a  communication  is  now 
nearly  opened  fiom  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  all  the  upper  lakes ;  if  a  similar  one 
be  made  from  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  it  will 
extend  the  navigation  to  Quebec.  And  to  the  east- 
ward, if  &e  pass  from  Buzzard's  to  Boston  Bay  be 
opened,  which  has  been  contemplated,  it  will  in  Hke 
manner  extend  it  to  Boston  and  all  the  coast  of  Mas- 
sadrasetts.  Thus,  with  opening  only  a  few  short  passes, 
of  which  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  is  the 
great  and  preliminary  one,  a  communication  may  be 
made,  nearly  free  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  ocean, 
tlong  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  among  the 
fii^  duties  of  Government  to  promote  public  improve- 
ments of  a  general  nature.  No  work  deserves  the 
chancier  of  public  improvements  more  than  canals. 
The  one  proposed  by  me  memorialists  is  of  the  first 
magnitude  and  importance ;  it,  therefore,  well  deserves 
the  aasistance  and  encouragement  of  the  Government. 
Considering  that  a  larg^  capital  has  been  subscribed ; 
that  an  expensive  part  of  the  work  is  nearly  completed; 
that,  probably,  without  the  countenance  and  aid  of 
Government,  ^e  work  will  cease,  to  the  loss  of  a  num- 
ber of  pubhc  spirited  individuals,  and  the  destruction 
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of  a  great  public  improvement,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  aid  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  memo- 
rialists. 

If  it  be  inconvenient  at  this  moment  to  spare  the 
money  from  the  Treasury,  the  United  States  have  itia 
their  power  to  contribute  the  assistance  prayed  for  by 
a  grant  of  land.  The  grant  may  be  either  gratuitous, 
or  the  company  enjoined  to  dii^ose  of  it,  and  to  credit 
the  United  States  with  shares  of  stock  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  at  the  established  rate  of  $200 
for  each  share.  The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the 
following  resolution : 

Beiohed,  That acres  of  land  be  granted  to  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  upon  their 
giving  bond,  conditioned  to  transfer  to  the  United 
States  a  number  of  the  shares  of  the  capital  stoek  oi 
said  company,  at  the  rate  of  $200  a  share,  equal  td 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  granted  to  th^n;  and 

conditioned  to  sell  the  said  land  within years,  and 

to  frimish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  a  true  ao^ 
count  of  the  sales. 

To  the  himorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany, respectfully  showeth : 

That,  by  sundry  acts  of  ^  several  Legislatures  of 
the  States  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania, 
passed  in  the  years  1799,  1801,  and  1802,  a  company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  naviga- 
ble canal  over  the  important  isthmus  which  separatee 
the  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  ;  in  pursuance 
of  which  acts,  a  large  number  of  subscriptions  were 
made  by  divers  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
Board  of  President  and  Directors  duly  elected  for  car- 
rying the  execution  of  the  said  canal  into  effect 

That,  in  pursuance  of  their  appointment,  the  said 
President  and  Directors  procured  able  engineers  and 
other  persons  well  qualified  to  make  the  necessary  sur- 
veys of  the  ground  and  waters  across  the  aforesaid 
isthmus ;  and,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  fixed 
upon  a  route  or  position  for  the  said  canal,  calculated 
in  every  respect  to  secure  the  great  and  important  pur- 
pose of  an  uninterrupted  navigation ;  since  which,  tiiey 
have  steadily  pursued  the  execution  of  the  said  work, 
and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 

Your  memorialists,  however,  have  already  experien- 
ced that  a  public  work  of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, and  of  a  kind  nearly  new  in  the  United  States, 
requires  not  ouly  more  extensive  funds,  but  a  greater 
portion  of  fortitude  and  perseverance  than  the  individ- 
uals who  are  embarked  in  it  can  be  supposed  to  pos- 
sess, and  demands  for  its  support  the  aui  and  counte- 
nance of  the  public 

They  are,  therefore,  at  once  compelled  and  embold- 
ened to  apply  for  that  aid  and  countenance  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  United  States ;  and  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  mention  to  Congress  the  facts  and  reasons 
which  appear  to  them  such  as  highly  to  merit  the  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  your  honorable  House. 

The  'general  utility  of  those  public  improvements 
which  rank  themselves  under  the  head  of  political 
economy,  and  particularly  those  of  roads  and  canals, 
have  been  so  universally  acknowledged,  and  they  have 
become  so  much  the  objects  of  encouragement  to  the 
Governments  of  all  free  and  enlightened  nations,  that, 
at  this  period,  they  require  no  argument  in  their  sup- 
port ;  but  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  few  of  the  great  effects  which  are 
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known  to  have  been  produced  by  thenii  and  particularly 
to  the  immense  wealth,  power,  and  resources  which 
they  have  given  to  the  English  nation  ;  to  the  powerful 
rivalship  and  zeal  for  imitation  which  the  success  of 
them  there  has  created  in  other  nations ;  to  the  unceas- 
ing attention  which  is  bestowed  upon  them  throughout 
Europe ;  and  to  the  conviction  which  exists  in  every 
country  there,  that,  without  an  attention  to  these  ob- 
jects, the  nation  who  neglects  them  must  not  only 
cease  to  increase  in  its  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
manufacturing  importance,  but  must  sink  below  the 
level  of  its  neighbors  in  its  political  consequence. 

Your  memorialists  apprehend,  that  if  ever  any  coun- 
try or  period  of  time  was  more  particularly  interested 
•r  proper  for  the  zealous  encouragement  of  these  works, 
it  is  the  United  Stotes  in  ite  present  situation,  and  at 
the  present  period. 

The  immense  public  wealth  and  private  happiness 
which  agriculture  has  already  introduced ;  the  vast  ex- 
tent to  which  this  happiness  and  wealth  may  be  car- 
ried ;  the  progress  which  our  manufactures  have  already 
made,  and  the  struggles  they  are  yet  making  to  advance 
to  maturity ;  the  resources  which  our  commerce  has 
given  us,  and  the  rapid  increase  it  experiences  as  fast 
as  means  can  be  furnished  to  supply  it — all  prove  the 
unbounded  spirit  and  energy  of  our  citizens  in  every- 
thing which  can  promote  me  private  or  public  good ; 
and  that  it  is  only  from  the  want  of  population  that 
spirit  and  energy  are  repressed.  Whatever,  therefore, 
can  tend  to  increase  that  population,  or  whatever  arte 
and  improvemento  can  supply  its  place,  and  assist  the 
productions  of  labor,  are  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
present  period,  and  mark  it  out  as  the  moment  for  pub- 
tic  encouragement 

The  situation  of  the  United  8tates  is,  by  nature,  one 
of  the  most  happy  that  is  possessed  by  any  nation  of 
the  earth ;  it  extends  over  almost  every  climate,  and 
furnishes  nearly  every  production ;  its  many  noble  bays 
and  rivers  diffuse  foreign  commerce  through  all  ite 
eastern  boundary,  by  which  our  wante  are  supplied 
with  the  manufactures  of  other  nations,  and  our  pro- 
duce conveyed  abroad ;  but  so  near,  do  those  bays  and 
rivers  approach  to  each  other,  that  nature  seems  to  have 
left  but  a  few  objecto  for  art  to  accomplish,  in  order  to 
esteblish  the  incalculable  advanteges  which  domestic 
commerce  and  internal  communication  will  afford,  by 
creating  a  universal  interchange  of  produce  through  all 
parte  of  the  United  States,  not  only  to  supply  thereby 
our  mutual  wante,  and  give  the  utmost  encouragement 
to  our  own  agriculture  and  manu&ctures,  but  by  ming- 
ling the  habite,  manners,  and  intereste  of  all  the  States 
together  in  one  general  commercial  and  social  inter- 
eourse,  unite  their  affections,  and  more  and  more  blend 
the  intereste  of  our  common  country. 

Your  memorialiste  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress  that 
each  of  the  Stetes  possesses  so  many  local  or  domestic 
objecte  for  the  application  of  their  respective  resources, 
in  opening  their  rivers  and  roads  to  internal  communi- 
cation among  themselves,  that  it  seems,  with  propriety, 
they  look  to  Congress  for  the  promotion  of  those  works 
of  the  same  kind  whose  advanteges  are  of  general  im- 
portance to  the  Union,  and  justly  designate  them  as 
great  national  objecte  claiming  the  protection  of  the 
General  Government. 

Such  is  the  opening  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal ;  for  if  the  important  isthmus  between  those 
waters  and  another  between  Trenton  and  the  Raritan 
in  New  Jersey,  which  is  also  contemplated,  be  reduced 
to  practicable  navigation,  an  easy  and  direct  communi- 


cation will  be  esteblished  from  the  southern  limite  €€ 
the  Chesi^peake  to  New  York,  and  from  thence  by  the 
river  Hudson  to  Albany  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the 
Sound  to  the  New  England  Stetes  on  the  other;  which 
communication  may  be  extended  both  to  the  southward 
and  northward,  so  as  to  form  a  direct  and  easy  internal 
navigation  from  the  Lakes  of  Canada  through  the 
whole  eastern  boundaiy  of  the  United  Stetes. 

The  easy  practicability  of  the  work  now  immediately 
placed  before  the  attention  of  your  honorable  House 
admito  of  proo&  so  decisive,  as  to  banish  every  doubi 
of  ite  execution  in  a  very  short  period  of  time ;  ner 
does  the  pass  through  Jersey,  or  any  others  whidi  have 
been  contemplated,  fhmish  any  of  those  important  di^ 
ficulties  which  have  often  occurred,  and  been  rar- 
mounted  in  other  countries,  where,  indeed,  such  has 
been  the  improvement  in  public  works  of  this  kind« 
that  no  difficulties  seem  to  have  retarded,  or  been  un- 
subdued by  human  genius. 

The  utility  of  a  communication  through  the  United 
Stetes  of  the  kind  which  your  memorialiste  have  men- 
tioned, is  so  great,  and  ite  description  diffused  under  so 
many  heads,  that  the  detail  of  them  would  extend  fitf 
beyond  the  limite  of  a  memorial ;  but  the  more  import- 
ant parte  of  them  are  so  striking,  as  at  once  to  be  com- 
prehended, and  their  importance  appreciated,  from  the 
general  view  of  the  subject  which  has  thus  been  placed 
before  your  honorable  House.  Your  memorialists,  how- 
ever, leaving  to  your  honorable  House  the  appreciation 
of  those  advanteges  when  confined  to  a  stete  of  peace, 
and  in  promoting  the  general  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  but  mention  the  immense  accumulation 
of  benefite  which  must  arise  from  this  internal  commnr 
nication  in  time  of  war  and  hostile  aggression,  which 
it  may  be  our  lot  to  experience. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known,  that,  during  the  late  Revolu- 
tionary war,  no  circumstance  was  so  injurious  to  our 
defence,  or  so  much  assisted  our  enemies,  as  the  diffi- 
cult and  tedious  communication  between  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  Stetes ;  since  the  advantages  possessed 
by  the  enemy  at  sea,  to  block  up  our  ports,  to  conquer 
our  maritime  towns,  to  invade  us  in  numerous  positions 
at  once,  and  to  convey  their  armies  along  our  coast 
with  a  celerity  which  no  means  could  guard  against  or 
army  defend,  formed  almost  every  difficulty  and  the 
source  of  every  danger  we  experienced. 

But  if  the  communication  in  question  be  esteblished^ 
not  only  would  internal  commerce  be  completely  re- 
tained, and  foreign  supplies  landed  in  one  Stete  be 
quickly  diffused  through  the  rest,  but,  by  securing  the 
mouths  of  a  few  rivers,  our  cities  would  be  protected, 
and  our  armies  conveyed  wherever  necessity  should  call 
them,  and  a  cheap  and  easy  defence  establiiSied  through 
the  Union. 

Your  memorialiste  further  beg  leave  to  stete,  that, 
though  they  have  exerted  every  degree  of  attention, 
enterprise,  and  fortitude,  to  the  work  under  their  care, 
and  though  no  serious  difficulty  in  point  of  execution 
has  occurred,  yet,  without  the  continuance  of  public 
patronage,  and  some  aid  firom  your  honorable  House, 
they  have  ever^  reason  to  fear  that  their  future  effi>rte 
will  be  unavailing,  and  the  progress  of  the  work  sus* 
pended,  solely  from  that  despondence,  which,  in  a  new 
country,  and  with  limited  fortunes  in  individuals,  will 
unfortunately  depress  the  hopes  and  overcome  the  ex- 
ertions of  private  support. 

Of  how  much  injury,  therefore,  the  delay  of  this  im- 
portant work  will  prove  to  the  Union,  how  widely  the 
example  of  ite  failure  will  increase  the  public  despond- 
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enco,  mnd  yntnct  for  •  long  period  of  yesn  all  great 
inpioTeaaits,  jonr  honorable  House  can  fhlly  ju^e. 

Your  memonalkts  beg  leave,  therefore,  mostreepect- 
fuiij  to  state,  whether,  among  all  the  nomerous  objects 
cf  poblk  patronage  and  expenditure,  any  can  be  found, 
which,  in  point  of  utility  and  greatness,  more  forcibly 
zDTiies  the  attention  of  the  GoTemment  of  a  gnreat  and 
6te  country ;  and  to  pray  that,  taking  the  premises 
into  your  serious  consideration,  you  will  grant  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company  your  pro- 
tectioti  and  aid,  in  such  manner  as  to  your  honorable 
Honae  may  seem  most  proper. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  Ibe  Ctaeeapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company : 

JOSEPH  GILPIN, 
KBNSEY  JOHNS. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  March  24. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  Managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill^  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Landais,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
RepresentatiYes,  made  report :  Whereupon, 

JResdvedj  That  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  aets  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  eridences  of  the  public  debt  in 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  thereto,  reported  a  mr- 
ther  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  making  provision  for 
the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for 
the  disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein," 
he  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tioii  of  a  bridffe  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  of  Columhia,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  (Georgetown, 
statieg  the  damages  that  will  be  consequent  on 
the  passase  of  the  bill  last  read,  which,  together 
with  the  bill  and  papers  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseotativeson  the  subject,  were  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCBiLL,  AiiDBRsoNi  Bradley,  Wright,  and 
Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russel,  referred  to  him  for  consideration  on 
the  14th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read,  aod  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracy,  and  Adams, 
with  leare  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  messajge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hilL  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Caroli- 
BR,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be 
•orreyed,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Seoate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating 
10  boads  given  hy  marshals,"  with  amendments 


thereto,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  or^red  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meots  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  eptitled  *'An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Bay- 
ard, Bradley,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained hy  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and 
benevolent  attentions  manifested  bv  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
Bainbridge,  his  officers  and  crew,  during  their 
captivity  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  submitted  on 
the  22d  of  January,  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  de* 
bate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Mondav  next. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
day  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  relating  to  bonds  given 
by  marshals,"  made  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 
first  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  their  amendments,  and  disagree  to  the  last. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland^  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  they  were 
referred  to  Messrs.  Wright,  Worth inoton,  and 
Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  efiect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  explain 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
governments." 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  amended,  by  striking 
out,  in  section  one,  line  three,  the  words  "  a  nar 
tional ;"  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Looan,  Baldwin,  Moorb,  and 
HiLLBOUSE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  following  Messftge  wm  recdred  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Smote  and  Bouse  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  recently  received 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
ait  London,  stating  some  circumstances  ^hich  bear  re- 
lation to  the  subject  of  my  messages  of  January  17. 
This  paper  being  original,  and  to  ti^  communicated  to 
both  Houses,  the  return  of  it  is  requested. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  was  read,  afid  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 


Tuesday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Wbvgbt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
yesterday  referred  the  amendmentB  of  the  Hoase 
of  RepresentatiTes  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
regolate  the  layine  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cnmberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  reported  the  bill  amended  accord- 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  consider  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  ^An  act  to  make 
provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
reported  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatterasand  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Stone,  Baldwin,  and  Mit- 
OBiu^  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts,  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  and 
having  adopted  the  said  amendments,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  consid- 
ered the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States :"  to  some  of  which  they  agree,  and  to 
others  they  disagree.  They  acree  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives," 
except  to  that  which  goes  to  the  insertion  of  a  new 
section,  next  after  the  first  section,  to  which  they 
do  not  apee.  The  House  of  Representatives  in- 
sist on  their  last  amendment  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals." 
On  motion, 

"That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of  the  several 


sets  providisg  for  (he  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
Statn^  aasnthoriEe  a  cradit  on  any  part  of  the  purrhnasi 
money  of  said  lands;  and  tliat  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  biU  or  otherwise;" 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  Ik  for  consider^ 
ation. 

On  motion, 

''  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessary  or  expedient 
in  the  laws  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  os^ 
otherwise :" 

Ordered^  Thftt  this  molioB  lie  for  coisider* 
ation.  ^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  last 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and  yesterday 
disagreed  to  bv  the  Senate. 

Resdvedj  That  they  do  recede  from  their  diaa- 
greement  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representai* 
tives,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reffolate  and 
fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  S^uite 
and  House  of  Representatives ;"  and, 

Resolved,  That  they  do  insist  on  their  said 
amendment,  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  that 
Messrs.  Tract  and  Bradley  be  the  managers  oa 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  March  26. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  tJM 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasnry,  on  the 
naemorial  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  for  the 
Connecticut  district,  referred  on  the  7th  instant  ^ 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration,  and  he 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester* 
day,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of  the 
several  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  as  authorise  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purchase-money  of  said  lands ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester* 
day,  to  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  altera* 
tions  are  necessary  or  expedient,  in  the  laws  rekv 
ing  to  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  havinff 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  am 
Wriobt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  hill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  makinr  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  aoaend- 
ments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States;"  and. 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  except  the  last,  on  which  they 
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9sk  a  confereace ;  aAd  that  Meaars.  Aii- 
BBRSoir  and  Tract  be  maDagera  at  the  eonf«reiice 
«■  tihe  part  of  the  Seoate. 

T^  resolution  expreesiTe  of  tlw  high  aeme  eo- 
tertaiDed  hf  CoDj^ms  of  the  diatia^ukbed  and 
beoerolent  attention  manifedCed  by  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Consal  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
Sainbndge,  his  officers  and  crew,  duripg  their  cap- 
tirity  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
JUsolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

RULB8  OF  THE  8ENATB. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  reported 
to  the  rules.for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate, 
mnd  baring  agreed  to  further  amendments^  the 
fules  were  adopted,  as  follows : 

1.  The  Ppcadent  having  taken  the  Chm^  and  a 
«BDiiiBi  being  jxreaent,  the  Joiimal  of  the  preceding 
«ay  tfaaU  ba  lead,  te  the  and  that  any  mistake  may  be 
Msraded  that  ahail  have  been  made  in  the  entries. 

SL  Ho  member  shall  speak  to  another,  or  otherwise 
j^temipi  Uie  business  of  the  Senate,  or  read  any  news- 
fm^ev,  while  ^  Jottnals  wr  pobUc  papers  are  reading, 
4ir  whm  any  mcoaher  is  iqpeaking  in  any  debate. 

3.^  Evei7  member,  when  he  speaks,  shall  addxess  the 
Chair,  standing  in  his  place ;  and,  when  he  has  jBlnished, 
ahail  ait  down. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any 
4na  debate^  on  the  same  day,  without  leave  oi  thie 
Senate. 

6.  When  two  memben  tiae  at  the  same  time,  the 
Ptoeaident  shaH  name  the  person  to  speak;  but  in  all 
laes  the  member  first  rising  shall  speak  first. 

6.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall 


7.  Whan  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it 
flhall  be  joDdoced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  President 
ar  any  mamber,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read  by 
.dw  President,  before  the  same  shall  be  debated. 

8,  While  a  foestion  is  before  the  Senate,  no  motion 
aliaU  be  received  unless  lor  an  amendment,  for  postpon- 
ing the  question,  or  to  commit  it,  or  to  adjourn ;  and 
the  motion  ibr  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  decided  without  debate. 

fi.  If  die  qnestion  in  debate  contain  several  points, 
any  member  may  have  the  same  divided. 

10.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by 
one-filth  of  the  members  present,  each  member  called 
njion  shall,  unless  for  special  reason  he  be  excused  by 
the  Senate,  declare  openly,  and  without  debate,  his 
assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
axkd  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  taken  alpbabeticaily. 

11.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an 
intended  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bin. 

12.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous 
Id  its  being  passed ;  and  the  President  shall  give  no- 
Ifee  to  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second  or  third  ; 
wlddi  readings  shall  be  on  three  different  days,  unless 
the  Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all 
TeMhitioni,  to  which  a  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  requbite,  orwhich  may  grant  money 
ont  of  the  contingent  or  any  other  iiind,  shall  be  treat- 
ed, ip  aU  respects,  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  pro- 
ceedings on  them  in  the  Senate,  in  a  similar  manner 
wifhbilis. 

13.  No  bin  shaU  be  committed  nntil  it  shaH  have 
been  twice  read,  after  which  It  may  be  referred  lo  a 


14.  AU  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and 
a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a  choice.  Hut  when 
any  subject  or  matter  shall  have  been  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of  a  sim- 
ilar naaoro,  may,  on  motion,  be  raferred  to  such  com- 
mittee. 

15.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shaH 
sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not ;  and  every  question  of 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  wiUiout  debate; 
but  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  he  may  call  Ibr  the 
sense  af  the  Senate. 

16.  If  a  mremfaer  be  called  to  order  ibr  words 
spoken,  the  exceptionable  words  shall  immediately  bo 
^akian  down  in  writings  that  the  IVeaident  may  be  bet- 
ter enabled  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

17.  When  A  blank  is  to  ha  fiMad,  and  diffi^seKt  sums 
shall  be  fffoposed,  the  question  shall  be  taken  on  the 
highest  sum  first. 

18;  No  msaOHrshal  absent  bimaalfiroBi  the  Mwice 
ofahe  Senate  withoot  leave  ef  the  Senate  fiist  obtmad. 
And  in  ease  a  less  nnmber  than  a  quoman  of  the  Sen- 
ate A»Xi  convene,  they  are  hereby  aathoniad  to  send 
the  Seigeant-ai-^fms,  or  any  e^r  pensan  or  perwms  by 
them  authorized,  for  any  or  all  absent  memfaeis,  aa  thtf 
majority  of  such  members  present  shall  agree,  at  the 
expense  of  such  absent  meaabeas  respeotiv«ly,  nnlesa 
such  excuse  for  nonpattendaace  riudl  be  akade,  as  the 
Senate,  when  a  qnortm  is  convened,  shall  judge  soft- 
oient :  and  in  that  case  the  expense  shall  be  paid  ont 
ef  the  contingent  fund.  And  this  ruJa  shaU  apply  as 
welt  to  the  first  eowsenlioB  <lf  Senate,  at  the  legal  time 
of  meeting,  as  to  oaoh  day  of  the  aesaion  after  £e  hour 
has  arrived  to  whiidi  the  Senate  stood  adjoomed. 

19.  All  bills,  on  a  second  reading,  shall  first  he  ea»- 
sidered  by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  ^ey 
shall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  Hhe  Senate, 
agreeably  to  the  standing  rules,  tmless  otherwise  or- 
dered. And  in  the  absence  ef  the  Vice  President, 
when  the  Senate  consider  a  treaty,  Mil,  or  reaolntion, 
as  if  they  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  iVesi- 
dent  pro  tempore  m^y  caU  a  member  to  fill  the  chair 
during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  reoMun  in  Coauniltae 
of  the  Whole;  which  chairman  is  hereby  vested,  dna- 
ing  said  time,  wHh  all  the  powers  af  the  President  jBiv 
tempore,  were  he  to  remain  in  the  chahr. 

20.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  ta 
the  Senate,  shall  be  received  and  read  at  die  table,  who^ 
ther  the  same  shall  be  introduced  by  the  President  or  a 
member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  peti- 
tion or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  intro- 
ductor. 

21.  When  a  question  has  been  once  made  and  ca^ 
ried  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
for  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  recon> 
sideration,  thereof ;  but  no  motion  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order,  after  a  bill,  resolu- 
tion, message,  report,  amendment,  or  motioi^,  upon 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  af  pea- 
session  of  the  Senate,  nor  after  the  usual  message  shaH 
have  been  sent  from  the  Senate,  announcing  their  de- 
cision ;  nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconaideratiaB  ba  hi 
order  unless  made  on  the  same  day  in  which  the  vala 
was  taken,  or  within  the  three  next  days  of  aotnal  aea- 
sion  of  the  Sei^ate  therei^ler. 

22.  At  the  commencement  of  each  aesiion,  a  mmh 
mittee,  consiathigof  three  aBeinhen,shaU  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exaaune  all  tails,  I 
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resolQtions,  or  motionB,  before  they  go  out  of  posses- 
eion  of  the  Senate,  and  to  make  report  that  they  are 
correctly  engrossed ;  which  report  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journal. 

23.  Every  vote  of  the  Senate  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journals,  and  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  each 
petition,  memorial,  or  paper,  presented  to  the  Senate, 
be  also  inserted  on  the  journals. 

24.  The  proceedings  of  Senate,  when  they  shall  act 
in  their  Executive  capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  separate 
and  distinct  books. 

26.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  not  actiiig 
as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journals  as  concisely  as  possible,  care  being  taken 
to  detail  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

26.  The  titles  of  bills,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as 
shall  be  affected  by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be  in- 
serted on  the  journals. 

27.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the 
doonof  the  Senate,  on  the  discussion  of  any  business 
which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  a  member,  require  secrecy, 
the  President  shall  direct  the  g^ery  to  be  cleared ;  and, 
during  the  discussion  of  such  motion,  the  doors  shall 
remain  shut 

28.  No  motion  shall  be  deemed  in  order  to  admit 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  within  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  Chamber  to  present  any  petition,  memorial, 
in  address,  or  to  hear  any  such  read. 

29.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  the  Secretary,  who  shall  previously  enr 
dorse  the  final  determination  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

30.  Messages  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  their  Clerk  shall  be  received  at  the  bar  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  by  him  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate. 

81.  When  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  the  Secre- 
tary shall  take  the  decision  of  the  President. 

32.  Extracts  from  the  Executive  records  are  not  to 
he  Aimiahed  but  by  special  order. 

83.  All  hills,  after  the  first  reading,  shall  be  printed 
ibr  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

34.  When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  writing  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  a  fii- 
tore  day  shall  be  assigned,  unless  the  Senate  unani- 
mously direct  otherwise,  for  taking  them  into  consid- 
eration. When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
flhall  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  shall  have  a  chair  on  the  floor,  be 
considered  as  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  his  chair 
shall  be  assigned  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sates. 
When  the  Senate  shall  be  convened  by  Uie  President 
of  the  United  States  to  any  other  place,  the  President 
lof  the  Senate  and  Senators  shall  attend  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed. The  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  shall  also  at- 
tend to  take  the  minutes  of  the  Senate. 

36.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
Presidtot  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Senators  shall 
Mgnify  their  assent  or  dissent  by  answering,  viva  voce, 
•ye  or  no. 
86#  All  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate  shaU  be,  by  the 
Members  thereof;  kept  inviolably  secret ;  and  all  treaties 
mhadi  may  hereafter  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also 
be  kept  secret  until  the  Senate  shall,  by  their  resolu- 
■tei,  take  off  the  ii^unctioB  of  secrecy. 

87.  Whenever  a  treaty  shall  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate for  ratification,  it  shall  be  read  a  first  time  for  in- 


formation only ;  when  no  motion  to  rejeet,  rattfy,  er 
modify,  the  whole  or  any  part  shall  be  received.  Its 
second  reading  shall  be  for  consideration,  and  on  asul^ 
sequent  day,  when  it  shall  be  taken  up  as  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  every  one  shall  be  free  to  move  a 
question  on  any  particular  article,  in  this  form :  **WiU 
the  Senate  advise  and  consent^to  the  ratification  of  this 
article  V*  or  to  propose  amendments  thereto,  either  by 
inserting  or  by  leaving  out  words ;  in  which  last  case 
the  question  shall  be,  "  Shall  these  words  stand  as  part 
of  the  article  V*  And  in  every  of  the  said  cases  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  shall 
be  requested  to  decide  affirmatively.  A  nd  when  through 
the  whole,  the  proceedings  shall  be  stated  to  the  House;, 
and  questions  be  again  severally  put  thereon  for  con- 
firmation, or  new  ones  proposed,  requiring  in  like  man- 
ner a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  for  whatever  is  retained. 
The  votes  so  confirmed  shall,  by  the  House,  or  a  com- 
mittee thereof,  be  reduced  into  the  form  of  a  ratificth 
tion,  with  or  without  modifications,  as  may  have  beea 
decided,  and  shall  be  proposed  on  a  subsequent  day, 
when  every  one  shall  again  be  firee  to  move  amMid- 
ments,  either  by  inserting  or  leaving  out  words ;  im 
which  last  case  the  question  shall  be,  **  Shall  the  worde 
stand  part  of  the  resolution  V*  And  in  both  cases  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  shall  be  requisite  to  carry  the 
afiirmative,  as  well  as  on  the  final  question  to  advise 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  in  the  form  agreed  to. 

88.  MHien  any  question  may  have  been  decided  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent are  necessary  to  carry  the  affirmative,  any  member 
who  votes  on  that  side  which  prevailed  in  the  question, 
may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  reconsideration ;  and  a 
motion  for  reconsideration  shall  be  decided  by  a  majori- 
ty of  votes. 

39.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  any  state  of  busi- 
ness, except  while  a  question  is  putting,  while  the  yeas 
and  nays  are  calling,  or  while  the  ballots  are  calling. 

40.  When  an  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the  Con* 
stitution  is  under  consideration,  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  requisite  to 
decide  any  question  for  amendments,  or  extending  te 
the  merits,  being  short  of  the  final  question. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  the 
billj  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  *An  act  regulating  foreign  coinS;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  as  is  contained  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof,  made  the  following  report : 

That  they  find,  by  the  law,  aforesaid,  which  passed 
on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1793,  in  the  first  section 
thereof,  certain  foreign  coins  are  made  a  legal  tender, 
at  the  rates  therein  specified.  The  said  first  section 
closes  with  these  words,  viz ;  "  But  no  foreign  coin 
that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be  issued  subsequent  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1792,  shall  be  a  tender  as  aforesaid,  until 
samples  thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  comformable  to  the  re- 
spective standards  required,  and  proclamation  thereof 
shall  have  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  second  section  of  the  same  law  (a  repeal  of 
which  section  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  referred  to  the 
committee)  is  in  the  following  words,  viz :  "  That,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years  next  ensuing,  the  time 
when  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver,  agreeably  to  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  ic^at^ 
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ing  «he-eoiM  of  the  United  States,'  shall  commence  at 
Ibe  Mist  of  the  United  States,  (which  time  shaU  be 
MUKNinoed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,)  ail  foreign  gold  cdins,  and  aH  foreign 
mtwm  ceins,  except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts 
of  sach  dollars,  shall  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  as 
afinsaid," 

Tlie  ooDimittee  find  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
sperations  of  the  Mint  having  commenced,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  did,  by  his  proclamation, 
dated  the  22d  day  of  July,  1797,  announce  the  same, 
pozsuant  to  the  dvections  contained  in  said  second  sec- 
tion, and  did  thereby  give  notice  that,  in  conformity 
-with  said  law,  all  foreign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish 
milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such  dollars,  would  cease  to 
pass  cQirent  as  money,  within  the  United  States,  and 
to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  or  de- 
mands, after  the  15th  day  of  October  then  -next,  and 
that  ail  foreign  gold  coins  would  cease  to  be  a  tender 
MM  aforeaaid,  after  the  31st  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
1798. 

The  committee  find  that  no  proclamation  has  ever 
been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  sabject  of  foreign  coins  which  may  have  issued 
■inoe  January  1st,  1793,  as  contemplated  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act  aforesaid ;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
any  assay  of  such  coins  has  been  made  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

The  eommittee  find  that,  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1796,  Congress  passed  an  act,  supplementary  to  the 
ect,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purpoees*'  in  the  words  following,  viz :  "  That 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  regulat- 
ing foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes/  be,  and  the 
■ame  are  hereby,  suspended,  for  and  during  the  space 
of  three  years,  firom  and  sifter  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1798,  and  untfl  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
thereafter ;  during  which  time  the  said  gold  and  silver 
coins  shall  be  and  continue  a  legal  tender,  as  is  pro- 
Tided  in  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  same  coins  shall  thereafter  cease  to  be 
radi  tender." 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1802,  Congress  passed  an  act 
•o  suspend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  <<  An  act  regulating 
forei^^  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,''  in  the  words 
following,  viz :  "That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
as  is  contained  within  the  second  section  thereof,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  suspended,  for  and  during  the 
space  of  three  years,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress."  That  session  of  Congress, 
the  eommittee  find,  was  closed,  and  at  an  end,  on  the 
3d  day  of  May,  1802. 

By  placing  in  one  view  all  the  laws  upon  the  sub- 
Jaet  of  foreign  coins,  it''appearBthat,if  the  first  section  of 
the  law  upon  that  subject  were  now  in  force,  no  for- 
eign coin  whatever,  which  has  issued  subsequent  to 
tkt  first  of  January^  1792,  is  current  money  or  a  legal 
tsaoer — not  even  Spanidi  milled  dollars  and  parts  of 
doUasft,  unless  by  force  of  the  second  section  of  the 
aaaie  law ;  which,  if  suspended  or  repealed,  will  throw 
out  of  circulation  almost  the  whole  of  Spanish  dollars, 
and  parts  of  dollars,  as  but  few  pieces  of  those,  or  of 
any  other  foreign  coins  of  a  prior  date  to  January, 
1792,  are  in  circulation.    But,  when  we  consider  the 
act  passed  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1798,  as  not 
only  suspending  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  regulating  foreigpn  coins,  but  positively  enacting 
Ihatall  the  fomign  coins,  mentioned  in  the  first  section 


Uiereof,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congresi, 
after  three  years  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1798,  cease 
to  be  a  tender  J  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  first  section 
stands  completely  repealed,  as  it  respects  the  legal 
tender  of  foreign  coins;  for  the. act  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1802,  suspends  the  operation  of  the  second  section  only 
of  said  act,  without  reviving  the  first  section.  ; 

The  legal  state  of  things  in  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  the  currency  of  foreign  coins,  then,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  From  and  after  the  3d  day  of  May,  1802, 
(the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  mentioned  in  the 
act  of  February,  1798,)  no  foreign  coin  whatever  has 
been  a  legal  tender,  untO  3d  May,  1805.  From  the  3d 
May,  1805,  (at  which  time  the  last  suspension  of  the 
second  section  of  the  law  regulating  foreign  coins, 
expired,)  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts  of  such  dol- 
lars, have  been  a  legal  tender. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  your  committee 
believe  is  correct,  they  cannot  discern  the  policy  of 
repealing  the  second  section  <^  the  said  act,  as  oontem* 
plated  by  the  bill  referred  to  them  by  the  Senate.  Were 
this  bill  to  pass,  no  money  would  be  a  J^al  tender 
to  satisfy  debts  and  demands  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  have  issued  from 
their  Mint.  These  coins,  the  committee  believe,  are 
not  sufiicient  in  quantity  and  value  for  a  circulating 
medium,  without  the  aid  of  Spanish  milled  dollars  and 
parts  of  such  dollars. 

But,  since  such  great  quantities  of  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars have  been  exported,  and  are  still  exporting,  from  the 
United  States,  and  so  great  a  portion  of  the  remaining 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  as  well  as  those  issued  by 
the  United  States,  are  locked  up  in  the  cells  of  the 
banks,  already  numerous,  and  still  increasing;  your 
committee  believe  that  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  dreulating  me- 
dium beyond  our  own  coins  and  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars and  parts  of  such  dollars. 

In  effecting  this  object,  the  committee  are  sensible 
that  caution  is  requiute  to  prevent  coins,  whidi  majf 
not  be  of  a  standard  weight  and  value,  from  becoming 
a  currency,  especially  as  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
assay  of  foreign  coins,  which  have  issued  subsequent 
to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1792. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  coosideration* 

Mr.  Traoy  gave  ootice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  aa 
act  establishing  a  Miot,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  eri- 
deoces  of  the  public  debt  in  payment  for  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relatiye 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  third  time.  And 
a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  second  pro- 
viso in  the  bill,  as  amended ;  and,  after  delMite, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  27. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Tract 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  in  ad- 
dition to  "An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  rega* 
lating  the  coins  of  the  United  States ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  land  tnerein,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
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hftvioff  been  amended,  was  reported  to  the  House 
aeoordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass  to  the  third  reading?  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided,  and  the  Presioent determined  the  ques- 
tion in  the  afiSrmatiye. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,** 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate. They  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^t  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  oT  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;"  they  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
the  Senate  on  the  said  amendment,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  en  their  pan ;  they  insist  also 
on  their  disagreement  to  the  last  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  es- 
tabKshing  rules  and  articles  for  the  ffovernment 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  r  and  they 
agree  to  the  conference  desired  by  the  Senate 
thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  lind  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Stone,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  25th  insuot,  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  surveyed,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  to  carry  into  eiSeot  the  provisions  of  the 
aighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
aoe,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


Friday,  March  28. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  31st 
of  December  last,  approved  and  signed  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  by 
Tirtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
public." 

Mr.  Braolet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  resolutions 
relative  to  William  Eaton  and  others,  late  officers 
in  the  army  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  reported 
the  same  with  aoamendment^  which  was  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Balowib,  Mitcbill,  Sdmteb,  Bradley, 
and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  26th  instant,  to  consider  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  expedient  in  the  laws  relating 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the 


regulation  of  the  fees  of  attorneys  and  the  Jo^oofM 
of  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read, ana  order^ 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  ia  addition  to  ^An  act  establishing  a 
Mi  at  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Meesn, 
Tracy,  Adams,  and  Kitchei^  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  th^e 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carollnai 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
veyed." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  on  the  26th  iO" 
stant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  ae 
muichof  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act re|[ulating  foreign 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  is 
the  second  section  thereof:"  and  the  amendments 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly.    - 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  readiag 
as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  notiee  given  on  the  21st  instant, 
Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
brin^  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohioand  the  Indiana  Territory  ; 
and  the  bill  was  reftd,^and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1806,"  in 
which  tnev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  first  mentioned  in  the  message  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Semte 
resumed  the  third  readinff  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provision  of  tee  eighth  seotion  of  the 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing 
lor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  aaya 
11,  as  follows: 

YxjLB — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bsytid,  Bradley, 
Oondit,  Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Pickering,  9aatia. 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  fork,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Snith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thraston,  Tracy,  Whiter 
and  Wright. 

Nats— MesKB  Baldwin,  GaiUaid,  Kitchal,  Legan* 
Maday,  Mitcbill,  Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Tcnneaaee^ 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  thai  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 


Saturoay,  March  29. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  the  at- 
torneys and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  Diatrict 
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of  ColaaWa,  aod  lor  oth«r  puipoMs,  was  rtad  tbe 
cecoad  tnae.  asd  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Balb^ 
-wnif  and  Wriobt,  further  to  consider  and  report 
fhcreoo. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations 
for  f6e  support  of  Gtovemment  for  the  year  1606," 
VIS  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com^ 
miltee  appointed  the  28tb  of  January  last,  to  whom 
were  re^rred  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
ppopriatioBs  necessary  for  the  year  1606,  to  coa- 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wboke,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  hill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  pro- 
▼isioa  Am- persons  that  have  been  dieabied  by  known 
wooads  received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States  dorinf  the  Revolutionanr  war,^  and  it  was 
agreed  further  to  postpone  this  bill. 

The  bill,  eotided  ''A  a  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  ooast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear, 
•a  be  surveyed,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  laying,"  line 
4th,  and  inserting  lie  word  ''lying." 

Re9olved^  That  this  bill .  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Prteident  laid  befove  the  Senate  an  account 
oT  moneys  expeaded  in  itting  op  the  Senate 
Chaoiberfor  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judffe 
Chaae,  signed,  for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  John  LenthaU ; 
and  the  account  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Bayard. 
AiiBBRaoif,  and  Smith  of  Ohio,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereoa. 


MoKDAT,  Miaroh  31. 

Mr.  WoBTHiHeroM,  from  the  joint  committee, 
appKHnled  on  the  13th  instant,  to  consider  what 
bosinets  is  aeoeasaty  to  be  done  bv  Congress  in 
che  present  sessioo,  made  report ;  which  was  read 
and  erdeied  to  lie  for  ooosiaeration. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  seeond  time  and  referred  to 
MeasBB.  Smith  of  Ohio,  BaADLir,  and  Balowin, 
to  eeostder  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  make  proviuoa  for  persons  that  have  been 
disabled  by  kaown  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
aerriee  of  the  United  States  during  the  Revoln- 
tMMiary  war ;"  and  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
menu  reported  by  the  select  committee,  the  bill 
laa  reported  to  the  House  acoordiagty. 

Ordend^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 


Ur.  TjtACT  reported  from  the  Managers  ap- 
pomted  oa  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  regu* 
lale  aad  fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  report  was  in  part  agreed  to,  and  the  further 
eonsidiBratioo  thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
kit  of  Feiunary  last,  that  it  he 


Re$olaedy  That  ths  8erfsant-«t-ATms  of  the  Saaale 
receive  for  his  attendsnoe  at  the  Court  of  Impeacfameat 
for  the  trial  ^f  Judge  Chase,  compensation  for  twenty- 
seven  da^s  attandtaee,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
day;  and 

JUsohedf  That  the  assistant  Doorkeeper  receive  at 
the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  day  during  the  said  trial,  to 
he  paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  leso^ 
lution,  it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  second  re- 
solution, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Amihsrson  reported,  from  the  Managers 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  oa 
the  amendment  to  the  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,"  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  "That  they 
have  had  a  conference  with  the  Managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have 
agreed  that  the  Senate  recede  from,  taat  part  of 
their  amendment  of  the  one  hundredth  article 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representative^ 
with  the  following  amendment;  after  the  worn 
'army'  add  'but  the  manner  of  weariojp^  the  hair 
shall  not  be  considered  as  a  part  thereof." 

And  on  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees, a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for, 
and  so  much  of  the  report  was  agreed  to  as  ex- 
tends to  receding  from  the  amendment  insisted 
on  by  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  report,  to  wit:  "hut  the  manner  of 
wearing  the  hair  shall  not  be  considered  as  a  part 
thereof:" 

It  was  passed  in  the  negative^yeas  9,  nays  21 
as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Oondit,  Chdllaid,  Holland; 
Stchel,  Maclay,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Oilman,  HilBiouse,  Logan,  MitchOl,  Moore, 
Piekermg,  Smith  of  Maiyknd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  V eraiont, 
Stone,  White,  Wofthmgton,  and  Wright. 

So  it  was  ReBoived,  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  said  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
after  debate,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  submitted  on  the 
22d  of  January  last,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
day  'y  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Tuesday,  April  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  so  much 
of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  a^  is  contained  in  the  second  section 
thereof,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Andirson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  sut^ect  was  re/erred,  on  the  dith  instant,  re- 
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ported  "a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Rassel;" 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  amendment  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
gulate and  i^T  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representariyes." 

Resolved,  That  they  so  far  recede  from  their 
amendment  insisted  on,  as  to  agree  to  the  modi- 
fication reported  by  the  Managers  at  the  confer- 
rence  thereon. 

In  the  last  line  but  one  of  the  said  first  section 
thereof,  and  next  after  the  word  "  each,"  the  first 
time  the  word  occurs  in  the  line,  insert  these 
words:  "the  first  engrossing  clerks,  respectively, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  each,"  and  in 
the  same  line^  between  the  words  "their"  and 
**  engrossing,"  insert  the  word  "  other." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
to  make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been  dis- 
abled by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Revolu- 
tionajry  war,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended 
and  passed. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  being  under  consideration,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  Mr.  Bradley- 
having  finished  his  remarks  in  support  of  the 
bUl— 

Mr.  Adams  said: — Mr.  President,  when  the 
Queslion  was  yesterdajr  stated  from  the  Chair,  on 
tne  final  passage  of  this  bill,  and  I  found  myself 
called  on  to  record  my  assent  to  or  dissent  from  it, 
I  felt  myself  bound  in  duty  to  call  upon  the  com- 
mittee by  whom  it  was  reported,  for  the  evidence 
upon  which  they  had  rested  the  claim  of  Hamet 
Bashaw  to  the  grant  of  money  which  is  proposed 
by  the  bill  to  be  made  to  him.  Together  with  the 
bill  the  committee  had  reported,  what  thev  term 
"a  brief  statement  of  facts;"  upon  whicn  they 
declare  the  bill  itself  to  be  founded,  and  wherein 
they  consider  his  claim,  not  on  the  generosity,  but 
on  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  from  his  ser- 
vice and  sufierings  in  their  cause,  and  from  his 
havinff  been  deceived  and  amused  with  the  pros- 

gict  of  being  placed  on  his  throne,  as  legitimate 
overeign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently  drawn  from 
eligible  situations  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  the 
dupe  or  instrument  of  policy,  and  finally  sacrificed 
to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  bill  accord- 
ingly makes  the  grant,  expressly  in  consideration  of 
his  services  and  8ufi*ering8  in  our  cause ;  and,  in 
voting  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  I  should  con- 
sider myself  as  sanctioning,  as  far  as  my  vote 
would  go,  the  report  of  the  committee,  upon 
which  the  bill  is  founded.  This  I  could  not  do 
without  further  information.  I  thought,  sir,  and 
have  thought,  from  the  moment  when  I  first  saw 
the  report,  that  the  statement  it  contained,  far 
from  bein^  supported  by  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments which  have  been,  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, communicated  to  the  Senate,  respecting  all 
our  transactions  with  Tripoli,  was  in  many  re- 
spects contradictory  to  the  whole  tenor  of  those 


documents ;  my  recollection  of  the  documents  was, 
indeed,  only  ot  their  jjeneral  tenor ;  for,  amidst 
the  pressure  of  the  various  other  imporunt  busi- 
ness which  we  have  had  before  us,  I  had  not  found 
time  for  a  reperusal  of  them,  since  I  had  heard 
them  read  at  your  table.  But,  of  their  general 
complexion,  my  mind  had  received  a  clear  and 
very  decided  impression,  with  which  I  fpund  it 
impossible  to  reconcile  any  part  of  the  commit- 
tee's report.  I  presumed,  however,  that  the  com- 
mittee were  possessed  of  evidence,  not  yet  com- 
municated to  the  SenatCj  which  warranted  them 
in  those  assertions,  which  all  the  papers  with 
which  I  had  been  made  acquainted  tended  rather 
to  disprove  than  to  confirm.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  this  day  informed  the  Senate 
of  the  grounds  upon  whicn  the  report  was  drawn 
up,  and  has  communicated  what  he  considers  as 
the  additional  evidence  in  its  support.  He  has 
also  favored  us  with  the  arguments  upon  which 
he  thinks  the  views  of  the  subject,  taken  in  the 
report,  are  fully  subsUntiated.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
neither  hb  arguments  nor  his  evidence  have  beea 
satisfactory  to  my  mind ;  but  that,  after  ^vins 
them  what  I  deem  their  full  share  of  weight,  I 
still  remain  convinced  that  the  report  is  founded 
upon  a  supposed  stale  of  facts  altogether  errone- 
ous, and  a  view  of  the  whole  subject  altogether 
incorrect. 

The  merits  of  Hamet  Bashaw's  claim  upon  the 
United  States  must  depend  upon  the  nature  of 
the  engagements  contracted  between  the  United 
States  and  him,  and  upon  the  transactions  under 
those  engagements.  With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  engagements,  there  is  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  statement  of  the  committee 
and  the  statement  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  his  Message  of  the  13th  of  January  last. 
The  statement  of  the  committee  is  as  much  at 
variance  with  the  ideas  of  Hamet  Bashaw  him- 
self as  with  those  of  the  President,  and  equally  im 
opposition  to  those  of  Commodore  Barron  and 
Mr.  Lear,  as  they  appear  in  the  printed  papers. 

With  regard  to  the  facts,  material  to  constitute 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  ex-Bashaw's  claim, 
the  statement  of  the  committee  is  no  less  in  fiat 
contradiction  to  the  statements  of  the  President, 
to  the  acknowledgments  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and 
to  the  tenor  of  the  most  substantial  documents. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  engagements,  the  com- 
mittee represent  Hamet  Bashaw  as  having  beea 
inveigled,  deceived,  amused  with  promises  to  place 
him  on  his  throne,  and  finally  betrayed  and  sacrt- 
ficed.  They  appear  to  think  the  United  States 
were  bound,  at  all  events,  and,  by  their  exclusive 
exertions,  to  restore  him  to  his  dignity,  and  that 
the  mere  act  of  withdrawing  their  aid,  without 
accomplishing  that  object,  was  a  treacherous  vio- 
lation of  their  faith  plighted  to  him. 

The  President's  Messa^  says :  [Mr*  Braouit 
objected  against  the  reading  of  the  Message,  as 
out  of  order,  it  being  incompatible  with  the  rules 
to  adduce  the  opinions  of  the  Executive,  to  iafla- 
ence  the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  Go  appeal  to 
the  Chair,  Mr.  Adams  stated  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  read  the  opinioni  of  the  Exssntive,  but  a 
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stalemeot  of  facts  by  the  Sxeeutive,  for  the  pur- 
pose fsi  showiD^  that  it  was  contradictory  to  the 
fitatemeiK  of  facts  reported  by  the  committee^ 
and  with  the  ftirther  riew  of  showing,  by  the  ac- 
koowfedgment  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and  the  other 
documents  before  the  Senate,  that  the  statement 
^  the  Executiye  was  the  correct  one.  The 
Pjiesideict  of  the  Senate  decided  that  he  might 
proceed.] 

The  President's  Message  says :  "  During;  the 
'wax  with  Tripoli^ it  was  suggested  that  Hamet 

*  Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw. 
^  aad  driven  by  him  from  his  throne,  meditateo 
^  tfa^  recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and  that  a  con- 

*  eert  in  action  with  us  was  desirable  to  him.  We 
-^eoosidered  that  coaqerted  operations  by  those 
^  who  have  a  common  enemy  were  entirely  justi- 
*fiabie^  and  mifht  podnce  effects  favorable  to 
*bolh,  without  binding  either  to  guarantee  the 

*  objects  of  the  other." 

Here,  sir,  from  the  President  himself,  we  are 
told,  not  that  Hamet  Bashaw  had  been  deceived, 
amused,  and  "  drawn  from  eligible  situations,"  but 
that  the  concert  of  operations  was  first  suggested 
as  desirable  to  him.  Not  that  the  Government 
ever  had  a  thought  of  pledging  the  United  States 
to  restore  him  to  his  throne,  but  merely  that  a 
concert  in  action  was  intended,  leaving  each  party 
perfectly  at  liberty  as  respected  the  ooject  of  the 
ether.  The  committee,  therefore,  have  altogether 
iDi«takeii  the  ^sx  negotiations  with  Hamet  ^  and 
Mr.  Baton's  letters  of  the  5th  of  September  and 
13th  of  December,  1801,  prove  the  correctness  of 
the  President's  statement. 

The  report  of  the  committee  asserts,  that  the 
■grots  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mediterranean 
io  August.  1801,  entered  into  a  convention  with 
Hamet,  to  obtain  a  permanent  peace  with  Tripoli, 
to  place  the  ex-Bashaw  on  his  throne,  and  procure 
indemnification  for  all  expense  in  accomplishing 
the  same.  That  this  agreement  was  renewed  in 
l^ovember  following,  and  that,  in  1802,  "when  the 

*  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
'  Bashaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of 

*  Deme  and  Bengazi,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw 
'  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Tunb,  under  an  es- 
^cort,  furnished  by  the  reigning  Bashaw^  the 
'  agents  of  the  United  States  prevailed  on  him  to 
'  aSaadon  the  ofier,  with  assurance  that  the  Unit- 

*  ed  States  would  efiectually  co-operate,  and  place 
'  him  oo  the  throne  of  Tripoli." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  impossible  to  understand  the  re- 
port aay  otherwise  than  intending  to  convey  the 
idea  that  these  conventions,  made  by  the  agents 
•f  Che  United  States  were  authorized  and  sanc- 
lioaed  hy  the  Gh>vernment,  and  the  offer  of  the 
iticniBg  Bashaw,  the  escort,  the  settlement  of  the 
4wo  proviDces,  are  represented  as  one  of  those 
cligine  sitaations,  which  he  was  prevailed  upon 
io  abaadon  by  the  asents  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  promise  of  his  throne. 

What  IS  the  fact?  The  conventions  alluded 
to  were  made  hy  Mr.  Eaton,  and,  instead'of  being 
MacrJooedy  were  expressly  disavowed  by  this  Gbv- 

CTBBeBL 

[Mr.  WjLifiBT  here  said,  that  Mr.  Aiums  was 


mistaken ;  and  was  proceeding  to  object,  when 
the  Presioent  of  the  Senate  observed  to  hiok 
that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to  reply  aAer 
Mr.  AoAMS  should  have  finished,  and  desired  the 
latter  to  proceed.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  gentleman  who  drew  up  the  report,  will 
not  deny  that  the  conventions,  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  were  those  made  in  1801  by  Mr.  Eaton. 
[Mr.  Braoley  admitted  they  were.]  Well,  sir,  I 
shall  now  show  you  that  Mr.  Eaton's  authority 
was  expressly  disavowed  bv  this  Gbvernment 

My  evidence  in  proof  ot  this,  is  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  28th  of  Aug[ust. 
1804,  to  Commodore  Morris,  then  the  autborized 
superintending  agent  for  negotiating  with  the 
Barbary  Powers.  I  take  it  from  a  pamphlet,  pub* 
lished  by  Commodore  Morris  himself.  It  is  not 
among  the  documents  communicated  to  us  this 
session  by  the  President,  but  its  authenticity  has 
never  been  denied ;  and  if  any  gentleman  here 
now  questions  it,  I  shall  move  for  a  regular  call 
upon  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  to  re- 
move the  doubt.  It  contains  the  following  words : 
"  In  adjusting  the  terms  of  peace  with  theDey  of 
'  Tripoli,  whatever  regard  may  be  had  to  the  situ- 

*  ation  of  his  brother,  it  is  not  to  be  consi<kred  by 
'  you  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  prevent,  or  even 
^  to  retard  a  final  settlement  with  the  Dey.    Mr, 

*  Eaton,  in  this  affair,  cannot  be  considered  an  au- 
^  thorized  agent  of  the  Government." 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Cathcart,  and 
Commodore  Morris,  were  all  informed,  by  de- 
spatches from  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  engagements  which  this  Govern- 
ment were  willing  to  make.  These  were  a  con- 
cert of  operations  in  measures  of  hostility  against 
the  reigning  Bashaw,  without  pledging  either 
party  to  the  cause  of  the  other. 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  the  real  nature  of 
those  magnificent,  ofiers  of  the  reigning  Bashaw 
to  his  brother — the  armed  escort,  and  the  two 

Srovinces — upon  the  abandonment  of  which,  un- 
er  the  influence  of  our  agents,  the  report  raises 
such  a  fund  of  merit  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Hamet.  The  committee  take  this  circumstance 
from  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Eaton  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  in  February  7,  1804,  printed 
among  the  documents  of  that  season.  Largely 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  has  drawn 
from  that  statement  in  making  his  report,  it  is 
singular  that  the  following  passage  in  it,  page  16^ 
has  escaped  his  attention : 

**  Meantime,  I  had  wrought  npon  the  Bey'i  Minister 
to  countenance  and  aid  my  project,  in  consideration  of 
my  promise  to  give  hin^  $10,000,  <m  condition  of  his 
fidelity,  and  in  case  of  its  success.  I  thought  it  good 
policy  to  secure  the  Minister ;  not  so  much  for  the  ser- 
vice he  would  render,  as  to  check  the  miBchief  whieh 
seemed  impending.  He  confessed  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  Bashaw,  by  this  illusive  overture,  to 
get  possession  of  the  rival  brother  in  order  to  destroy 
him ;  and  he  permitted  my  dragoman,  under  an  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy,  to  communicate  the  design  to  Hamet 
Bashaw.  This  determined  him  to  go  to  Malta,  under 
a  pretext  to  his  people  oi  evading  the  Swedish  and 
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And  are  these  the  crertures?  Is  this  tbeeliffi- 
Ue  titnatioo,  of  such  preeious  value  to  the  ex-Ba- 
shaw, that  this  nation,  or  its  Gk>7erDment,  is  to  be 
charged  with  perfidy  and  treachery  because  our 
agents  prevailed  upon  him  to  abandon  them? 
JSVen  so !  The  reigning  Bashaw  sends  an  escort 
of  forty  men,  with  offers  of  two  provinces,  to  hia 
exiled  brother,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  him 
into  his  possession  to  destroy  him.  Our  nftnts 
discover  the  project ;  apprize  'the  destined  victim 
of  his  intended  fate ;  rescue  him  from  inevitable 
destruction — and  sow,  we  are  to  be  told,  that  by 
this  act,  we  were  not  conferring,  but  receiving  an 
obligation,  which  bound  us  in  honor  and  duty  to 
restore  him  to  his  throne. 

The  report  asserts  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
expressed  their  decided  approbation  of  Mr.  Baton's 
official  conduct  in  these  transactions,  and  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Bradlbt,)  in  his  argument  this  day, 
kasvery  strenuously  insisted  on  this  circumstance 
as  a  proof  that  this  Government  had  then  sanc- 
tioned them.  But  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  is  lot  Uius  extensive.  It  is  ex- 
pressed in  a  manner  which  peculiarly  confines 
their  applause  to  his  official  conduct  in  his  consu- 
lar agency.  He  was  Consul  at  Tunis,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  have  shown,  had  ex- 
plicitly denied  his  authority  for  his  conventions 
with  Hamet  Bashaw. 

Thus  much,  sir,  lor  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tions between  the  agents  of  the  United  States  and 
the  ex-Bashaw,  prior  to  the  year  1804,  when  Com- 
modore Barron  with  his  squadron  were  sent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  when  he  was  vested  with 
discretionary  powers  to  avail  himself  of  Hamet's 
co-operation,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Baton  as  an 
agent  sent  out  by  Government  for  that  purpose. 

This  discretionary  power  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ron, the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  this  day 
strongly  contended  was  altogether  unlimited,  and 
such  is  the  idea  given  of  it  in  the  report  j  but 
this  I  apprehend  to  be  a  mistake  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
statement  of  the  President's  Message,  and  to  the 
testimony  of  Commodore  Barron  himself.  The 
President's  Message  says : 

**  We  authorized  Commodore  Barron,  then  proceed- 
ing with  his  squadron,  to  enter  into  an  understanding 
with  Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  usefUI ;  and  as  it  was 
represented  that  he  would  need  some  aid  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  eyen  of  money,  he  was  authorized  to 
famish  them  to  a  moderate  extent,  according  to  the 
prospect  of  utility  to  be  expected  from  it.  The  in- 
structions of  June  6th,  to  Uommodore  Barron,  show 
that  a  co-operation  only  was  intended,  and  by  no  means 
an  union  of  our  object  with  the  fortunes  of  the  ex-Ba- 
shaw ;  and  the  Commodore's  letters  of  March  23,  and 
May  !•,  prore  that  he  had  the  most  correct  idea  of  our 
intentions." 

These  letters  of  Commodore  Barron  are  both 
to  Mr.  Baton ;  the  first  in  answer  to  one  from  him 
dated  the  18th  of  February,  mentioning  his  in- 
tended convention  with  mmet,  which  was  not 
then  reduced  to  wiiting.  Here  the  Commodore 
aays: 

**In  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  regard  the  maae  I 


uvea  already  pmrsoed,  as  weU  aathe  aubjtsct  of  Ihe  e»- 
operation  generally,  I  conceive  we  ought  to  Uead  witk 
the  utmost  caution*  It  is  fi«  fiom  my  wish,  sir,  to 
damp  your  ardor,  or  that  of  your  companions  in  anns^ 
by  laying  too  great  a  stress  upon  the  cold  maxims  of 
prudence,  whereby  the  tide  of  success  is  often  lost; 
something,  I  am  aware,  should  always  be  left  to  for- 
tune, in  enterprises  of  this  nature ;  but  I  must  owm 
there  are  certain  things,  expressed  in  your  despatchea, 
which,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  my  instructiona 
from  home,  give  birth  to  feelings  of  doubt  and  uneasi- 
ness ;  these  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  point  out 
to  you  with  candor  and  explicttness,  in  order  that  wo 
may  be  fttUy  understood.  You  must  be  sensible  ikmt 
in  giving  their  sanction  to  a  eo-operation  with  the  exiled 
Bashaw,  Government  did  net  eonteaplate  the  meawa 
as  leading,  nacessarily  and  ahaohitely,  to  a  reinitaaa* 
ment  c^that  piinoe  in  his  rights  oa  the  ]Uge«ey  of 
Tripoli.  They  appear  to  have  viewed  the  oa^peratioB 
in  question  as  a  means,  which,  if  there  exietaa  eneigy 
and  enterprise  in  the  exile,  and  attachmei^  to  his  ^or* 
son  on  the  part  of  his  former  subsjects,  might  be  employed 
to  the  common  furtherance  and  advantage  of  his  daima 
and  our  cause,  but  without  meaning  to  fetter  them- 
selves by  any  specific  and  definite  attainment  as  aa 
end,  ^^ch  the  tenor  of  my  instructions  and  the  limited 
sum  appropriated  for  that  special  purpose,  clearly  de- 
monstrate. I  fear,  by  the  convention  which  you  were 
about  to  enter  into  with  Hamet,  and  by  the  complexion 
of  other  measures,  that  a  wider  range  may  have  been 
taken  than  is  consistent  with  the  powers  vested  in  mo 
fer  that  particular  object  These  apprehensionB  may, 
perhaps,  prove  groundless,  on  fiirther  representatiana 
nrom  you ;  but,  under  my  present  impressions,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  state,  explidtiy,  that  I  must  withhold  aiy 
sanction  to  any  convention  or  agieemeot  osmaiittnig 
the  United  States,  or  tending  to  impreas  upon  Hamet 
Baahaw  a  oonviotaon  that  we  have  bound  ooraahree  lo 
plaee  him  upon  the  throne.  The  consequences  involv<- 
ed  in  such  an  engagement  cannot  but  strike  you  forva- 
bly,  and  a  general  view  of  our  situation*  in  relation  to 
the  reigning  Bashaw  and  our  unfortunate  countx^nuua 
in  Tripoli,  will  be  sufikient  to  mark  its  inexpediency. 

**  I  wish  you  to  understand  that  no  guarantee  or  en- 
gagement to  the  exiled  Prince,  whose  cause,  I  most 
repeat,  we  are  only  favoring  as  an  instrument  to  our  ad- 
vantage, and  not  as  an  end  in  itself,  must  be  held  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  our  acquiescence  to  any  honorable 
and  advantageous  terms  of  accommodation  which  the 
reigning  Bashaw  may  be  induced  to  propose;  sodi 
terms  being  once  offered  and  accepted  by  the  r^re- 
sentative  of  Government  appointed  to  treat  of  peace, 
our  support  to  the  ex-Bashaw  must  aeoeasarily  esaae,** 

This  letter  was  written  upwards  of  a  month  be- 
fore the  capture  of  Derne.  I  have  read  thus  mucli 
of  it,  because  it  elucidates  most  clearly  what  tke 
intention  of  the  Gk>vernment  was,  and  shows  thst 
this  intention  was  perfectly  well  understood  by 
Commodore  Barron.  Mr.  Baton  also  was  awave 
that  the  discretion  of  the  Commodore  was  by  bo 
means  unlimited  as  to  the  sum  of  money  appro- 
priated to  this  object.  That  sum  was  twenty 
thousand  dollars ;  but  after  the  capture  of  Detwf 
he  answered  the  Commodore's  letter ;  inforoiod 
him  that  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  had  been  al- 
ready spent  in  getting  thus  far  $  called  for  a  fbr«h«r 
large  saoply  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  tba  gat«s 
of  Tripoli,  and  even  when  arrived  there,  ezpeeta 
the  Bashaw  could  "afect  little^  without  more 
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*  miUtarr  iilents  tmd  finnness  than  exists  eit^  ia 

*  himse/for  the  hordes  of  Arabs  who  attach  them- 
'  selres  to  him." 

The  Commodore's  letter  of  May  19,  is  in  reply 

Id  this,  and  says : 
"  The  business  is  now  srriyed  at  that  point  where, 

ff  At  Ex-Bashaw,  after  being  put  in  possession,  of 
iMme*  his  former  goTernment,  and  the  district  in  which 
lis  interest  is  most  powerful,  has  not  in  himself  energy 
and  talent,  and  is  so  destitute  of  means  and  resources, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  mawe  on  with  saccessfiil  progress, 
ieeoftded  by  onr  nsTsl  force  acting  on  the  coast,  he 
ierast  bs  held  unworthy  of  fUrtker  support,  and  tile  co- 
aperatisn  as  a  measure  loo  expensive  aad  burdeasoms, 
and  too  little  ptegnaot  with  hope  or  advantage,  to  jus- 
tify te  farther  prosecution ;  for  whaterer,  sir,  may  hare 
bean  mee  the  intenlioiis  of  Crovemment  on  this  subject, 
aad  wfaalsfrer  your  idaaa  touching  those  intentions,  I 
feel  that  I  have  already  gone  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
authority.  The  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
BMnty  on  this  particular  point,  with  which  you  are  not 
vnacquainted,  foil  short  of  that  unlimited  discretion  and 
]K>weT  of  application,  as  relates  to  funds,  insisted  on  in 
your  letter,  and  are  totally  silent  in  regard  to  the  quan- 
tity and  description  of  supplies  and  stores,  which  you 
mention  to  hsve  been  in  &e  contemplation  of  (Govern- 
ment to  furnish  to  the  Bashaw." 

Thus,  sir,  the  discretionary  power  of  Commo- 
dore Barron,  to  avail  himsell  of  Hamet's  co-ope- 
ratioiL  was  not  anlimited— neither  by  the  inten- 
tioii  of  the  Executive,  nor  in  his  own  understand- 
ing. It  was  limited  both  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
engagement  he  was  to  contract,  and  as  to  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  5  co-operation  is  a 
term  of  reciprocal  import — it  certainly  means  that 
there  should  be  some  operation  on  both  sides.  The 
openuioa  in  this  case  by  sea,  was  to  be  conducted 
entirely  and  exclusively  by  the  squadron  of  the 
United  States.  Hamet  Bashaw  could  contribute, 
and  was  expected  to  contribute,  nothing  to  that. 
His  operation  was  to  be  by  laod  5  and,  upon  prin- 
elples  of  brdiaary  reciprocity,  it  might  have  been 
required  that  this  also  should  be  exclusively  at 
his  expense.  The  Government,  however,  were 
WiUiog  to  furnish  him  some  aid  even  there.  And 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  had  been  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  This  was  going  as  far 
as  prudence  would  warrant,  or  as  good  faith  could 
leqaire.  Hamet  himself  could  have  entertained 
no  other  expectation,  since,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
fiaton^  of  3d  January,  he  says :  "  Your  operations 
should  be  carried  on  by  sea ;  mine  by  laad.^'  And 
eiren  after  the  peace  was  made,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr,  Eatoa,  of  20th  June,  he  acknowledges,  as 
^AetLily  as  language  can  express  it,  that  the  failure 
oCeo-operation  was  not  on  our  part,  but  his  own ; 
that  his  means  had  not  been  found  to  answer  our 
^enable  expectations;  and  that  he  was  "satis- 
fied with  all  our  nation  has  done  concerning  him." 

Indeed,  sir,  I  know  not  upon  whad  prinetpte  oi 
eommon  sense,  Commodore  Barron  couW  hare 
^>en  ro  his  instructions  that  unbounded  exten- 
jjott  which  the  eoaimittee  has  found  in  them. 
The  sQhfeet  of  availing  himself  of  Hamet's  co- 
toleration,  was  committed  entirely  to  his  discre- 
tun,  and  $^f^  were  placed  al  Ms  dispoml  for 


that  purpose.  Could  be  possibly  understand  by 
this,  that  after  $30,000  had  been  expended  in  get* 
ting  the  ex-Bashaw  to  Derne,  $50,000  more  should 
be  called  for  to  carry  him  before  the  walls  of 
Tripoli,  and  then  be  able  to  do  nothing  unless 
men  were  furnished  from  the  squadron  to  lead  a 
coup  de  mam  ?  What  sort  of  co-operation  is  this, 
in  which  one  party  does  everything  and  the  other 
thing  1  Was  it  possible  for  the  Commodore  te 
suppose  that  the  co-operation  was  tp  be  with  our- 
selves 7  aad  that  the  meaning  of  ^'  your  operations 
are  to  be  by  sea,  and  mine  by  land."  is,  your  ope- 
rations are  to  be  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  mine  oy 
neither  I 

The  next  assertion  of  the  report,  for  proof  of 
which  I  am  still  to  inquire,  is,  that  even  after  the 
aid  of  the  Americans  was  withdrawn  from  Hamet 
Bashaw,  he  ^^  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 

*  pulse,  have  marched  to  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
'  bad  he  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  ot  the 
'  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and  good 
^  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect"  Compare  this^ 
sir,  with  the  statement  in  the  President's  Message: 
^*In  the  event  it  was  found  that,  after  placing  the 
^  ex-Bashaw  in  possession  of  Deme,  one  (h  the 

*  most  important  cities  and  provinces  of  thecoun- 
'  try,  where  he  had  resided  himself  as  Governor, 
^  he  was  totally  unable  to  command  any  resouroel^ 
'  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co-opemtion  with  us.  This 
^  hope  was  then  at  an  end ;  and  we  certainly  had 

*  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  prepared,  to 
'  laod  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay,  or 

*  subsist  an    army   of  Arabs,   to  march   from 

*  Deme  to  Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war, 
'  at  such  a  distance  from  our  resoorces.     Our 

*  means  and  our  authority  were  merely  naval  j 
'  and  that  such  were  the  expectations  of  Hamet, 

*  his  letter  of  June  29  is  an  unequivocal  acknow- 

*  ledgment." 
If  Hamet,  after  the  capture  of  Deme,  was  to- 
tally unable  to  command  any  resources,  or  bear 
any  part  in  co-operation  with  us,  how  can  it  be 
said  that  he  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 
pulse, have  marched  to  the  throne  of  Tripoli,  had 
he  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
squadron?  6ut,  further,  I  ask  what  were  the 
means,  what  were  the  resources,  of  this  sovereign 
Prince,  from  the  hour  when  Mr.  £kiton  received 
his  orders  to  withdraw  from  him  1  The  event 
sir,  is  worth  a  thousand  arguments.  He  could 
ikot  support  himself  a  day.  He  was  compelled 
to  take  instantaneous  refuge  on  board  our  vessels, 
aad  was  saved  from  destruction  only  by  being 
brought  away.  Does  this  look  Uke  marching  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli? 

The  next,  aad  most  exceptionable  of  all  the 
errors  contained  in  this  report,  is  the  imputation 
it  easts  upon  the  characters,  and  the  wounds  it 
inust  inflict  upon  the  feelings,  of  highly  confiden- 
tial officers  oi  this  Gk>vernment — one  of  them  ab- 
sent from  the  country,  at  the  distance  of  four  thou- 
sand miles,  unable  to  defend  himself,  and  with- 
out a  friend,  to  my  knowledge,  to  defend  him  here* 
The  other  an  officer  universally  respected,  labor- 
ii>g  under  a  long  and  painful  illness,  whose  infirm- 
ities should  raUier  have  added  sanctity  to  the 
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claim  of  delicacy  with  which  individaai  charac- 
ter ought  to  be  treated. 

[Mr.  Wright  here  said  the  report  was  misrep- 
resented. That  he  had  treated  Commodore  Bar- 
ron's character  with  perfect  respect.J 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the 
report  has  very  explicitly  declared  that  no  blame 
ought  to  attacn  to  Commodore  Barron  ;  but  it  has 
also  declared  that  a  wasting  sickness,  and  conse- 
quent mental  as  well  as  bodily  debility,  had  render- 
ed him  totally  unable  to  command  tne  squadron : 
that  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the  final 
failure  of  the  plan  of  co-operation ;  that  Mr.  Lear 
appears  to  have  ffained  a  complete  ascendency 
over  him,  thus  debilitated  by  sickness ;  or  rather 
that  Lear,  having  assumed  the  command,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commodore,  paralyzed  every  mili- 
tary operation  by  sea  and  land ;  and  they  go  so 
far  as  to  impute  to  Mr.  Lear  all  the  letters  of 
Commodore  mrron,  subsequent  to  that  of  21st  of 
March,  1805.  If  the  gentleman .  from  Maryland 
considers  all  this,  sir,  as  perfectly  respectful  to  the 
Commodore,  I  can  only  say  that  it  appears  in  a 
different  lieht  to  me,  nor  do  I  imagine  it  will  bear 
that  complexion  to  the  person  immediately  inter- 
ested in  it.  But  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  ffone  yet  further.  He  has  told  you,  in  so  many 
words,  that  the  Commodore  was  reduced  to  a  state 
of  perfect  childhood;  has  represented  him  as 
equally  incapable  of  thought  and  of  action ;  in  a 
mere  state  of  dotage.  And  all  this  upon  what 
evidence?  Why,  because,  in  one  of  his  letters. 
Commodore  Barron  says  he  is  unable  to  write 
with  his  own  hand ;  and  because,  from  the  19th 
to  the  22d  of  May,  there  appear  among  the  docu- 
ments, five  letters,  long  letters,  says  the  gentle- 
man, and  yet  the  Commodore's  secretary  had  an 
inflammation  in  his  eyes.  Sir,  is  it  possible  the 
gentleman  could  be  serious  in  dwelling  upon,  and 
repeatedly  recurring,  as  he  did,  to  this,  as  a  proof 
of  incapacity  in  the  Commodore,  and  of  crimin- 
ality in  Mr.  Lear  ?  Whether  he  was  serious  or 
not,  I  cannot2[tell ;  but  his  reasoning  had  no  seri- 
ous impression  upon  my  mind ;  and  when  a  cause 
rests  upon  such  arguments  as  these,  it  is  a  strong 
presumption  of  its  destitution  of  any  better. 

[Mr.  Bradley  here  said  Mr.  Adams  had  mis- 
taken him  \  that  his  argument  had  dwelt  upon 
Captain  Dent's  testimony.] 

Mr.  Adams  replied — Sir,  every  member  of  the 
Senate  who  now  hears  me,  heard  what  that  gen- 
tleman had  said  before.  I  appeal  to  them  whether 
he  did  not  urge  repeatedly,  with  great  apparent 
zeal  and  earnestness,  the  Commodore's  illness  and 
the  secretary's  sore  eyes,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Lear 
must  have  written  all  tlie  Commodore's  letters;  if 
he  did,  I  am  now  replying  to  what  he  said ;  if  he 
did  not,  I  am  content  that  what  I  am  sayincr  should 
pass  for  absurdity.  Suppose  the  Commodore  was 
unable  to  write  with  his  own  hand,  or  even  to 
dictate  to  another  every  line  and  sentence  of  those 
letters,  if  the  leading  ideas  were  his,  might  they 
not  be  written  by  any  other?  Suppose  his  secre- 
tary had  sore  eyes,  was  there  no  other  person  in  the 
squadron  who  could  read  and  write  but  Mr.  Lear? 
Sorely,  sir,  all  the  common  sense  and  common 


capacities  of  the  whole  squadron,  was  neither  dis- 
solved by  the  Commodore's  illness,  nor  consumed 
by  the  inflammation  of  his  secretary's  eyes.  As 
to  Captain  Dent's  testimony,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  inference  drawn  from  it  in  the  report,  is  much 
more  broad  and  comprehensive  than  the  testimo- 
ny itself  will  warrant.  With  Captain  Dent.  I 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  an  acquamtance,  ana  I 
certainly  never  heard  a  syllable  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  his  character.  But,  sir,  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  the  letter  from  him  on  which  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  relies,  was  not  cotem- 
porary  with  the  occurrences  to  which  it  alludet; 
It  is  a  sort  of  postliminary  evidence,  drawn  op 
since  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and 
doubtless  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  corroboraCr 
ing  the  view  of  things  previously  taken.  It  is  on- 
fortunately  too  notorious,  that  among  the  oflScera 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  service,  there  has 
been  a  division  into  parties,  and  that  a  very  ani- 
mated party  spirit  has  mingled  itself  in  all  the 
narratives  which  have  been  published  and  circu- 
lated in  conversations  respecting  their  transactions. 
In  all  such  cases,  persons  influenced  by  such  feel- 
ings, though  of  unimpeachable  integrity  and  of 
clear  understanding,  are  seldom  altogether  free 
from  a  certain  bias.  Some  allowance  must  al- 
ways be  made  on  such  occasions,  and  testimony 
the  most  unquestionable  on  the  score  of  upright- 
ness, must  be  susceptible  of  some  deduction  from 
the  medium  through  which  things  are  seen.  Yet 
what  is  the  amount  of  Captain  Dent's  testimony? 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  little  more  than  mere  opin- 
ion. It  was  the  opinion  of  the  ofiScers  in  the 
squadron;  and  it  was  his  own  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over  the  Commo- 
dore in  his  measures  relative  to  the  squadron. 
And  on  what  was  this  opinion  founded?  Why, 
on  Mr.  Lear's  intimacy  with  him  during  his  de- 
bilitated state.  Well,  sir,  and  with  whom  should 
the  Commodore  have  entertained  this  intimacy, 
if  not  with  Mr.  Lear?  A  mutual  consultation 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  upon  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  peace,  was  enjoined  upon  both  oy 
their  instructions.  What  could  be  more  natural, 
what  more  proper  than  this  intimacy?  and  if  Mr. 
Lear  did  obtain  an  ascendency  to  the  full  extent 
of  Captain  Dent's  opinion,  why  is  it  to  be  charged 
upon  nim  as  a  crime?  Let  me  go  one  step  further. 
I  entreat  every  member  of  the  Senate  to  read  over 
attentively  those  letters  communicated  to  us  as 
Commodore  Barron's,  but  which  the  report  insists 
upon  considering  as  Mr.  Lear's,  and  then  say  whe- 
ther it  is  at  all  material  who  wrote  them.  Sir, 
there  is  in  them  a  fund  of  good  sense,  of  sober  dis- 
cretion, of  clear  discernment,  of  anxious  regard 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  of  vigilant  attention 
to  the  public  interests,  which  bespeaks  an  origin 
from  a  sound  head  and  a  well  placed  heart.  I 
care  not  who  wrote  them ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  no  official  documents  presented  to  the 
Senate  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  body,  have  been  stamped  with  more  sterling 
intrinsic  value.  The  arguments  in  the  letters  to 
Mr.  Eaton,  on  the  subject  of  the  co-operation  with 
Hamet  Bashaw,  and  on  the  sttl^ect  of  Mr.  Eaumi' « 
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measiiresy  tre,  to  my  mind,  not  only  sabstaotial) 
but  unanswerable.  Those  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Ijear/on  the  subject  of  negotiation  with  the  reign- 
ing fiashaw,  are  cogent  and  forcible.  The  report 
of  your  committee  indeed  calls  them  pretended 
reasons,  and  imputes  them  to  Mr.  Lear.  It  says, 
the  committee  will  not  condescend  to  enter  into  a 
eonsideration  of  them.  Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  for 
it  I  believe  sincerely,  that  if  they  had  conde- 
aeended  thas  far,  they  would  have  found  the  rea- 
sons were  solid  and  weighty;  that  they  were  well 
deserving  of  all  the  consideration  which  they 
thoosht  proper  to  deny  them.  They  did  conde- 
scend to  speak  the  language  of  reproach  and  bitter 
censure  upon  an  officer  of  high  trust  and  confi- 
dence, far  distant  from  his  country,  and  thus 
unable  to  defend  himself.  They  did  condescend 
thus  to  accuse  him  in  the  face  of  the  President's 
Message,  which  declares  that  he  had  perfectly 
understood,  and  faithfully  executed,  the  real  in- 
tentions or  the  Executive  whose  minister  he  is. 
They  did  condescend  to  condemn  him  unheard, 
upon  evidence,  to  say  the  least,  very  questionable; 
and  I  cannot  think  it  would  have  been  unbecom- 
ing their  dignity,  to  fifive  a  moment  of  considera- 
tion to  the  reasons  alleged  for  his  conduct.  That 
condescension  which  the  committee  denied  him. 
I  ho^  this  Senate  will  freely  grant.  It  will 
exalt  rather  than  debase  even  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  to  consider  the  reasons  alleged  in 
behalf  of  a  fellow-citizen,  and  fellow-servant  of 
the  public,  accused  of  having  betrayed  his  trust 
and  disgraced  his  country.  It  is  the  more  sur- 
prising, sir,  that  the  committee  should  have  treated 
with  such  contempt  the  reasons  for  negotiating 
the  peace,  when  we  find  by  their  own  statement 
that  the  first  of  these  reasons  is  the  danger  of  the 
American  prisoners  in  Tripoli.  The  committee 
say  they  think  it  had  no  foundation;  but  if  this 
was  their  opinion,  might  not  Commodore  Barron 
and  Mr.  Lear,  without  being  idiots  or  traitors^ 
have  another?  It  is  indeed  a  little  singular  that 
the  letter  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  which  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  read  you,  is  itself 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  danger  in  which  the 
prisoner!  might  be,  was  the  decisive  reason  for 
concludiog  the  peace.  He  says,  indeed,  that  he 
never  thought  the  prisoners  in  danger,  himself; 
but  he  expTicitlv  declares  that  the  apprehension 
of  what  the  Bashaw  in  his  despair  might  do  with 
tbem,  was  the  preponderating  impulse  to  the  ne- 
TOtiation.  The  report  also  contains  an. extract 
from  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  then  him- 
self a  prisoner,  and  who  likewise  says  that  he  does 
not  think  their  lives  were  in  danger.  Well,  sir, 
and  what  does  this  prove?  That  Lieutenant 
^ormeley  is  a  man  ot  intrepidity,  not  easily  ter- 
ri&ed.  Of  this  I  have  no  doubt;  but  it  proves  no 
more;  for  in  the  same  letter  he  says  he  was  all 
the  time  in  close  confinement,  and  had  very  little 
means  of  knowing  what  the  Bashaw's  intentions 
were,  or  what  he  was  likely  to  have  done.  On 
the  other  hand,  you  have  the  testimony  of  Captain 
Bain  bridge,  and  of  the  Danish  consul,  Nissen. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  you  that 
Captain  Bainbridge  says  nothing  of  that  import 


himself;  but  Mr.  Nissen  says  it,  in  a  postscript  to 
a  letter  written  by  Captain  Bain  bridge,  and  which 
he  therefore  must  have  known  of  before  it  was 
sent;  and,  besides  this,  there  are  several  other 
letters  of  Captain  Bainbridge,  among  the  unprint- 
ed  documents,  in  which  he  assumes  the  style  of  a 
strong  suppliant  for  peace.  To  the  same  efiect  is 
the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  giving  an  account  of  the  ne- 
gotiation—''At  11  A.  M.,  June  1st,  our  unfortunate 
'  countryman.  Captain  Bainbridge,  came  on  board, 
'  who  had  been  permitted  to  come  off  under  tha 
'  guaranty  of  the  Danish  consul,  and  Sidi  Mahom- 
'  et  Dghies,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  He 
'  assured  me  that  the  Americans  would  not  be 
'  delivered  until  a  treaty  of  peace  should  be  made 
*  with  the  Bashaw,  as  peace  was  more  his  object 
'  than  the  sum  he  might  get  for  the  captives;  and 
'  as  it  was  our  intention  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it 
'  would  be  cruel  to  let  our  countrymen  languish  in 
^  captivitVj  merely  on  the  punctilio  of  negotiating 
'  a  treaty  oefore  or  after  their  dejivery,  as  whatever 
'  related  to  them  was  already  understood."  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  told  us  that  Mr. 
Nissen,  who  was  merely  a  consul,  could  not  be  so 
well  informed  as  Mr.  Wormeley,  whether  the 
prisoners  were  in  danger  or  not.  How  his  testi- 
mony can  lose  anv  of  its  weight  from  his  being  a 
consul,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  He  was  indeed 
a  consul;  he  was  also  that  friend  of  our  country, 
that  friend  of  humanity,  whose  benevolence  ana 
kind  attentions  to  our  tellow-citizens  in  captivit]y 
have  been  acknowledfi^ed  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
thanks  passed  by  both  Bouses  of  Congress  during 
the  present  session ;  and  from  his  situation  at  the 
time,  I  should  suppose  his  means  of  information 
must  have  been  greater  than  those  of  a  prisoner  in 
close  confinement.  Besides,  sir,  although  we  now 
are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wormeley's  opinion,  it 
could  not  be  known  to  Commodore  Barron  or  Mr. 
Lear,  then.  He  had  no  access  to  them,  nor  thev 
to  him.  They  acted  on  the  information  they  had. 
and  not  on  that  which  they  could  not  have.  I 
will  indeed  freely  acknowledge  that  my  own 
opinion  aerees  with  that  of  Mr.  Wormeley,  and 
not  with  tnat  of  Mr.  Nissen;  I  do  not  believe  that 
in  any  event  the  Bashaw  would  have  sacrificed 
the  lives  of  our  prisoners.  I  believe  he  would 
have  followed  the  course  most  useful  to  himself, 
and  that,  at  the  last  extremity,  he  would  rather 
have  turned  them  to  such  account  as  he  could, 
and  given  them  up  for  peace  rather  than  put  them 
to  death.  This  may  have  been  an  error  in  Mr. 
Lear;  but  as  far  as  I  can  find  from  the  papers 
before  us, 

"The  very  head  and  front  of  his  offending 
Had  this  extent— no  more." 
Yet,  sir,  when  I  consider  the  extreme  solicitude 
manifested  through  this  whole  country  for  the 
fate  of  these  our  unfortunate  fellow-citizens,  and 
how  anxious  we  all  were  for  their  redemption,  I 
can  excuse  that  error  which  consisted  in  too  ten- 
der a  re^rd  for  their  situations,  though  I  cannot 
justify  it  altogether;  I  certainly  never  can  brand 
as  treachery,  what,  at  worst,  was  virtue  carried 
too  far,  on  the  borders  of  weakness. 
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The  President's  Messagfe,  after  stating  what 
were  really  the  intentions  of  this  Gorerntnent  in 
respect  to  a  co-operation  with  Haraet — after  stat- 
ing that  Commodore  Barron  had  most  correctly 
understood  these  intentions,  refers  to  Hamet's  let- 
ter of  June  29th,  as  a  proof  that  he  himself  had 
ako  understood  them,  and  our  engagements  with 
him  in  the  same  manner;  but  the  report  of  the 
committee,  after  tacitly  rejecting  the  declaration 
of  the  President,  after  undertaking  to  disqualify 
Commodore  Barron  by  his  illness,  coaclades  with 
disqualifying  Hamet  himself,  becaose  he  was 
among  strangers,  in  distress,  and  ia  fear  6f  starT- 
ing.  They  discredit  alike  both  the  parties  to  the 
contract,  and  the  only  person  authorized  to  the 
negotiation.  Commodore  Barron  was  not  a  moral 
agent,  for  he  was  sick.  The  ex-Bashaw  was  not 
a  moral  agent,  because  he  was  famished.  Why 
the  President  was  not  to  be  credited,  they  hare 
indeed  left  us  to  conjecture ;  but  it  is  a  new  mode 
of  establishing  facts,  to  deny  the  powers  of  moral 
agency  to  ail  the  persons,  who  are  the  best  possi- 
ble witnesses  to  the  transactions. 

The  last  assertion  of  the  report,  for  which  I 
can  find  no  sufficient  support  in  the  documents 
before  us,  and  which  I  shall  now  notice,  is,  that 
the  stipulation  of  the  reignin?  Bashaw,  to  deliver 
up  his  Drother,  his  wife,  and  coiidren^  has  not  been 
carried  into  execution,  and  that  "  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable it  was  never  intended  to  be."  That  they 
i^ave  not  been  delivered  up,  I  suppose  to  be  true. 
That  they  have  been  demanded,  does  not  appear., 
That  they  could  be  demanded  before  the  ratifi*^ 
cation  of  the  treaty,  is  at  least  questionable;  but 
that  they  will  be  demanded  and  obtained,  I  do  tru^t 
and  believe,  lor  I  hope  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
will  give  us  a  perfect  right  to  make  the  demand. 
I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
executed.  Upon  what  evidence  did  the  commit- 
tee form  this  opinion?  Was  it  upon  the  assertion 
in  Mr.  Eaton's  letter  to  the  Secretary  ol  the  Navy? 
That,  sir,  must^  I  think,  be  founded  upon  some 
mistake;  for  it  intimates  that  there  was  a  secret 
article  to  that  effect.  Now,  sir,  we  know  that  this 
could  not  be;  as  an  article  of  the  treaty,  if  secret, 
we  must  have  known  it  in  this  body.  It  must 
have  been  communicated  to  us.  We  know  that 
there  is  no  such  article  as  an  agreement  between 
the  Bashaw  and  Mr.  Lear,  no  such  agreement 
could  take  place.  Mr.  Lear  could  not  possibly 
make  it.  Had  he  incurred  the  guilt  and  folly  of 
assenting  to  such  a  bargain,  it  could  not  take  from 
us  the  right  of  insisting,  as  I  hope  we  shall  efiect- 
ualiy  do,  upon  the  real  and  formal  stipulation  of 
the  treaty.  Such  an  intention  must  have  defeated 
itself. 

There  are  many  other  facts  stated  in  this  report, 
sir,  against  the  correctness  of  which  objections 
might  be  made,  but  which,  as  being  of  minor 
importance,  I  leave  unnoticed.  There  may  be, 
tna  probably  are,  others  which  have  escapea  my 
observation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  docu- 
ments, the  embarrassment  would  be,  not  in  select- 
ing those,  but  in  finding  any  to  which  the  convic- 
tion of  my  mind  could  assent.  Had  the  bill  been 
constructed  upon  the  only  foundation  which  can, 


buti^, 


in  my  opinion,  warrant  a  grant  to  Hfimet  Osra- 
malli,  I  mean  the  foundation  recommended  by 
the  President's  Message— the  liberality  and  raaff- 
naaimity  of  the  nation — it  would  have  had  my 
willing  vote.  But,  questionable  as  the  statement 
of  the  report  appears  to  me,  I  see  bo  such  priBci- 
pies  of  duty  arising  from  it,  as  it  atleces,  and  must 
therefore  vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

WfinNEsnAT;  April  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russel  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  February  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  par* 
poses,"  reported  the  bill  with  amendments;  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  eompensation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;" 
whereupon,  Besolved,  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives doth  disagree  to  the  said  modification, 
and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendment.  They  have  passed  a  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  case&  to  the 
Territorial  courts;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
Ho  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  for  other  purposes;" 
in  which  bifis  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  of  March  last,  the  account  of 
expenses  for  fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
thetrialoftheimpeachmentof  JudffeChase,signed, 
for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  John  Lenthafl,  made  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex-Bashaw 
of  Tripoli ;  and,  on  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Thdrsdat,  April  3. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  ap- 
propriating a  sum  to  discharge  the  account  for 
fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read  the  aec- 
oad  time,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading;. 

Mr.  Batard asked  and  obtained  leave  ot*  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Mitcbill.  Mr. 
AuAMS,  and  Mr.  Turnek,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 
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The  yiX,  entitled  "An  atct  to  protide  fot  the 
mdiostmeot  of  titles  of  land  itt  the  Territory  of 
Mmigao,  tod  fbr  other  i^tirf>06e5tj''  wa^  read  the 
Meoftd  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Traoy  imd  others, 
tte  eonmittee  tb  whom  was  teferred,  on  the  99d 
ef  Deeember  last,  ^e  Messese  ef  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  this  suljeet,  to  coa^der  and 
DMoft  ilicfeon* 

The  €l«Mite  rs^med,  m  in  OtMuinktiM  of  tlie 
WMie,  the  tfinefcdmettts  refloated  id  tke  bStt  en- 
dded  ""An  net  to  eoatia«e  in  foree  aa  aet,  entitled 
*Ati  aet  to  anthorite  the  Secretary  of  W*^  to  issue 
bind  warraoti,  and  for  other  purposes,**  and  hating 
in  part  adopted  (he  report,  the  hif!  tm^^mended 
Itnd  reported  to  the  House  accoidin^ly.     . 

Ordertdy  That  the  hill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Bradley  be  on  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  bilf,  entitled  "Ad 
act  authorizing  a  detachment  frdm  the  tidilitia  of  the 
United  States,'^  in  place  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary* 
luid,  President  pro  tennxrre. 

The  bill  for  ttie  Telief  of  Oilbert  O.  Russel  was 
tead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repr^senCatfrea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  llon$e  have  passed 
•  biJi,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act^  entitled 
fAn  act  to  divide  the  ladiaoa  Territory  into  two 
aaparate  ffovernmenis/  and  for  other  purposes;" 
also^a  bllJ^entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations 
£ot  the  0tLppon  of  the  Military  Sestablisha^nt  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1806  ;'^  in  whioh 
UU they  daeira  the  eaD«tiRa«ae.Qf  thie  Senate* 

The  hills  were  fead,  and  aidefad  t«  the  tMoad 
reading. 

The  fl^eule  taak  hUo  eoMideNlticn  «he  rasolu- 
doD  of  the  Hoose  of  Representativee,  adhering  la 
Ibejr  dMMraemeat  la  the  aaieDdfliieiitaf  the  Senate 
to  ciie  bin,  eotitied  " Aa  act  ta  re|ulaaB  and  fix  the 
•ompenstttioas  of  the  offieem  dr  ike  Seaateand 
Hooae  of  Repreaeatatives^''  to  wil :  the  inMrtion 
of  a  aeeiiOB  to  foUow  the  iM  aeotioii  of  the  aQgi- 
aalbilL 

Remokrn^  That  Che  Sedate  leeade  irom  their 
said  amandmeat* 

Tbc  Senate  lotamcd  the  ,^iid  TeadiM  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  HaaetOaramalli^  ex^Baehaw 
of  Tripoli  f  and,  on  oaadoiv  that  the  biU,  toMher 
with  the  leboTi  of  the  eommklee  of  the  17th  of 
March  last,  be  recommiKed,  it  passed  hi  the  affirma- 
tire— yeas  16,  aays  14,  as.f[>lloirs: 

YaA»--MeMito.  Adaa»,  BaMwIn,  CoadU*  Chdlkrd, 
nanoBy  Rowland,  KHehel,  Logan,  Moore,  Phuaer, 
taith  of  New  Yoik,  Bsuth  of  Vcrtoont, Stone,  Samter^ 
ladTaniar. 

Hats — ^Mesns.  Adair,  AndefsQBy  Bi^raid,  Brmdley, 
HMhanee,  Maday,  Pickering,  8mith  of  Maryland, 
South  ef  Oliio^  Smith  of  Tomeasee,  Tracy,  White, 
'WofthingtoD,  and  Wright 

And,  oa  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  wlm  brought  in  the  bill, 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Sdmtee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  the  bill  to 

sospeod  the  sale  of  ceruin  lands  in  the  State  of  i 

9th  Con.— ^ 


Ohio,  and  tbe  Indfaoa  Ter#itory,  reported  the  bill 
Withont  amendment. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  of  Mr.  Baton,  Captain 
l)ent,  and  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  in  answer  US  the  in* 
qnhriee  stated  by  the  chairman  of  die  committee  on  Ae 
appRcation  of  Hamet  CirunaOi,  iie  printed,  tegeHier 
With  the  IbHowhiig^  letters,  to  wH  t 

From  Coanaodore  Rodgara  to  the  Seeretary  ef  the 
Navy,  of  the  date  of  June  8,  1806. 

From  Hamet  BaiAaw  to  Oolnauidore  BsRoai^  of  Fbb- 
nuary  16,  IMS. 

From  Oeasmedtire  Baaraa  to  Haaiet  Bashaw,  of 
March  ftl,  1806. 

From  Cemiaodoee  Banon  to  Captain  Hull,  ef  March 
88,1806. 

From  William  iSaton  to  Commodore  Barron*  of  Hay 
2d,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Rodgera  to  William  Eaton,  df 
June  6,  1806. 

The  remamder  of  the  letter  firom  Tobias  Lear  to 
William  Eaton,  not  pubfished  before,  of  June  6,  1805. 

From  William  Caton  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  June 
13,  1806. 

From  Tobias  Lear  to  the  Searetaiy  of  fMtey  dated 
JnW  5,  ISOA. 

Fivm  the  SMetary  of  Slate  to  Tobias  Lear,  dated 
Jaao  6, 1804. 

FainAT,  April  4. 

The  bin  eatitled  ^An  act  nuking  approvria- 
tiens  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estabtiah- 
ment  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1806,"  waa 
read  theeecond  timC)  and  referted  to  Messrs.  SrfOM^ 
BALVwm,  and  AnAiRy  te  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  divide  the  iMiana 
Terrttoiry  into  two  separirte  s(overnmeaie,  and  ftf 
other  ptnrposes,''  was  read  the  second  time,  afid 
referred  to  Messrs.  WoaTHi^crrdN,  Tbaov,  and 
Balowik,  to  consider  and  report  thereoa. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatitei 
informed  tie  Senate  that  the  Hoo^e  conctfr  hi 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  entitled 
'An  aot  regulating  foreign^  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,^  as  is  coutained  in  the  second  section 
thereof,"  with  amendments  to  the  amend  menu,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citis^ens  6t  the  United  Stated  on 
the  Government  of  France;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  further  lo  aher  and  establish  ceiiain 
post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;**  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  ''that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress may  adjourn." 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  in  the  mesetge 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  Rented  the  petition  of  A«ariah 
Egleston  and  others,  prayitig  that  a  post  road  may 
be  established,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition 
from  the  city  Of  Albany,  in  the  Sute  of  New  York, 
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to  the  city  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Coonecii- 
cut,0D  the  Farini^ton  river  road ;  aod  the  petitioD 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coosideratioD. 

The  Senate  rouk  ioto  cooyideration  the  amendn 
inenl8  of  the  House  of  RepreHeniatives  to  their 
ameodinentfi  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aq  Act  to  regu- 
late so  mucn  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  regulat- 
ing foreign  coins,  and  fur  other  purposeK.'  as  is 
contained  in  the  second  section  thereof^'  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  ^ale  of  certain  (and:*  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory  $"  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tract,  fmm  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  January  last,  the  report 
and  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
ear  1806,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by 
ill. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  confer 
on  the  time  Congre>s  may  adjourn^  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  lor  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  readinsr  of  the 
bill  entitled  ^*An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  (tf  the 

Sublic  debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
Itates,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt ;"  and  on  mntiun  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  as  follows: 

**Be  ii  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repre- 
wentative*  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreaa 
aeeembied.  That  so  roach  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
iie  the  receipt  of  evid^ices  of  the  public  debt,  in  paj- 
inent  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  90th  of  April,  1806,  be  repealed :  Provided^ 
That  the  right  of  all  persons  who  may  have  purchased 
pablic  lands  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  pay 
lor  the  same  in  stock,  shall  in  no  wise  be  affected  or 
impaired :  And  provided  further^  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  on  every  payment  made  at  or  before  the  same 
shall  fall  due,  for  the  lands  purchased  before  the  30th  of 
April,  1806,  in  addition  to  the  discounts  now  allowed 
by  law,  a  deduction  equal  to  the  difference  at  the  time 
of  such  payment,  between  the  market  price  of  six  per 
cent,  stock  and  the  nominal  value  thereof;  which  mar- 
ket price  shall,  from  time  time,  be  stated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  several  land 
offices  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as 
follows: 

Tais— Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  HHIhouse,  Pickeringt 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Navs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit,  Oaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday,  Mit- 
chill,  Moore.  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22.  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ysis — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday,  MitchiU, 
Muore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
neassee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Tnej,  Tuner,  Worthington,  and  Wright 


Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  HiUhoqse,  Pickering, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  White. 

So  it  was  rei'olved  that  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
account  for  fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the 
trial  and  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

RcMohed,  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  thaaa 
dollars  and  seventeen  oenn  and  a  half  be  appropriatady 
out  of  the  oontingent  fund,  to  be  applied  by  the  Secsai> 
tary  of  the  Senate  in  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  ao» 
counts  allowed  by  the  PresideBt  of  the  Senate  for  ez« 
penses  attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge 
Chase,  and  remaining  unpaid ;  and  to  the  list  of  ac- 
counts relative  to  the  same  object,  furnished  by  John 
Lenthall  for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  counteraigned  by  the  chair* 
man  of  this  committee. 
On  motinn, 

Breolved,  That  the  following  documents  be 
printed  in  addition  to  those  ordered  to  be  printed 
yesterday :  x 

A  letter  from  Captain  W.  Bainbridge  to  Commodore 
S.  Barron,  dated  I6th  March,  18U6. 

A  letter  from  the  Danish  Consul,  Nissen,  to  Com- 
pnodore  S.  Barron,  dated  18th  March,  1805. 

Letters  from  Captain  W.  Bainbridge,  to  Commodore 
S.  Barron,  dated  22d  March,  1806,  and  1st  April. 

A  letter  from  S.  Barron,  to  T.  Lear,  dated  22d  May, 
1806. 

A  letter  fh>m  S.  Baron,  to  John  Rodg^ra,  dated  SBd 
May,  18(  6. 

A  letter  fmm  S.  Barron,  to  John  Rodgers,  dated  2Sth 
May,  1806. 

Letters  from  Commodore  John  Rodgers.  to'  Coos* 
roodore  8.  Barren,  dated  S8th,  S9tb,  and  dOth  May, 
1806. 

A  letter  from  the  same,  to  the  same,  dated  8d  June, 
1806. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  conttone  in  foree 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  autliorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  Ibsoe  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses.^  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Retolioed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whoai 
was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  March  last  the  hilL 
entitled  *'An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandii*e,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping'  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  nexL 

The  bill  making  provision  f^r  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  land  thi  rein,  was  resumed,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  waK  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  In  December  next. 

Mr.  MiTCHtLL,  from  the  committee  Co  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  of  March  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within  the  District 
of  Columbia."  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Monday,  April  7, 
The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
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poses^"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to 
M»sr&  Anderson^  Whits,  and  Stonb,  to  con- 
sidtY  aiid  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  eotitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  tbe 
tet  makiog  jproFiHioo  fur  the  payment  of  claims 
of  cit^o^  or  the  United  States  on  the  Quvern 
meat  of  France,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
refsrred  to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Moorb,  and  An- 
BBI80X.  to  consideir  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  of  March  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1806,"  reported 
tbe  bill  with  amendments. 

Agreeably  to  leave  given|  on  the  4th  instant, 
Idr.  Tract  reported  ''A  hill  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" aad  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  ap 
pointmeot  of  a  joint  committee  to  confer  on  the 
time  when  Coo8;resR  may  adjourn ;  and 
ReaohetL  That  they  do  nut  concur  therein. 
Mr.  WaiGBT  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Lfe^i.sJatore  of  the  State  of  Maryland  instructing 
their  Senators  and  RepreseniatiFes  in  Congress 
to  use  (heir  utmost  exertions  to  obtain  an  amend- 
meot  10  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniied  Sutes  to 
prevent  th^  further  imporrstion  of  slaves;  where- 
upon. Mr.  Wriobt  submitted  the  fuliowing  reso* 
lutinns  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate: 

Reaoivedt  4t-  That  the  following  article  be  proposed 
to  tbe  Legislatures  of  tbe  several  Suites,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitsd  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  three-foorths  of  the  said  Legislatures, 
ahail  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  taid  Constitution  to  wit : 
'  Memthed,  That  the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  territory  thereof,  be  pro* 
bibhed  afler  the  first  day  of  January  1808. 

T<ie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  Ao  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  brid<re  over 
the  river  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,'^ and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  wiih- 
oat  amendment. 

Oa  the  qiuestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  tbe  third 
reading?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yea!<  17.  oays  11.  as  follow^: 

Tsas — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Oibnaa,  Hiilhoose,  Howland,  Logan,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plamer,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Smith,  of  Tennessee, 
Sasith,  of  Vermont,  Stone»  Sumter^  and  White. 

Nil  re — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Kitchel, 
Madaj,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Thraaton,  Tracy,  Worth- 
n^ton,  and  Wright 

The  IhII  to  auspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  was 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  March  last,  the  bill  for  the 
rmiiatj'oo  of  the  fees  of  attorneys,  and  the  officers 
or  the  courts  of  the  District  ol*  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
wliich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consider- 
atloa. 


ToBSDAT,  April  8. 

A  Messasre  from  the  douse  of  Represeotativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts;  for  building 
a  beticon  or  pier  at  Bridsreport,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut \  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pamlico  Soundi 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  also.  '*a  joint 
resolution  authorizing  tbe  President  of  the  SenatCi 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Wednesday^ 
the  16th  of  April  instant;'^  in  which  bill  and  res- 
olution they  request  the  concurreiice  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  resolution  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  read. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  March  last,  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  establi^bini;  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
bill  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State 
of  Olio  and  (he  Indiana  Territory;  and, 

Reaoloed,  Tnat  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
fl^ros^ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  '*  An  act  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  Aa 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  tbe  public  dfbt 
in  payment  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt,"  with 
an  amendment  to  the  fourth  amendment,  and  dis- 
agree to  (he  last  amendment,  ask  a  conference 
(hereoo,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Repre<»eiitatives,  asking  a 
conference  on  their  amendment  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned;  and, 

Reaolted,  Ttitit  they  do  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Tract  and  Baldwin  be  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
on  the  7th  instant,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
making  appropriaitons  for  the  support  of  Qjvern- 
ment  for  the  year  1806;"  and,  having  asreed  there- 
to, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time;  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 


"  Wbdnbsdat,  April  9. 
Mr.  Stonb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa«  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  insunt,  the  bill,  entitled,  *'  Aa 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  BHtahlishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1806,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 
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Mr.  Sumter,  ftom  the  c«naiiuee  to  whom  was 
reien^)  on  the  29th  of  Januiry  last,  the  biU  en- 
titled ^'An  act  autboriziog  a  detaehinent  frooa 
tike  militia  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  bill 
witbomt  amendment. 

Mr.  Baablbt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  3d  insunt,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hanuet  CacamaHi.  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  together 
with  the  report  thereon,  of  the  I7th  oi  Mart^  last, 
made  report,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postpened  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next;  and  the  repMt  was  adopted. 

The  resokition  of  the  fiouse  ef  Representatives 
amthori^ia^  the  adiournment  of  both  Ho«ses  of 
Congress,  on  the  loth  of  the  present  month,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  consideration  there- 
of postponed  until  Saturday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  eteeting  eertMn 
lighthouses  in  the  State  of  Ma^sachiisetts ;  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  PamJi* 
CO  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was 
read  the  seoeaid  time,  and  referred  to  Blesses.  Tan- 
HBn,  AnjLM0,  and  Piokbrivo,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon.  » 

The  resolution  that,  on  account  of  the  ftineral 
expenses  of  the  honorable  James  Jackson,  late  a 
deiMhtoC)  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  author- 
ized to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Sen* 
nte,  the  amount  of  such  accounts  as  may  be  allow- 
ed aiMl  eertified  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement, 
wne  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of-  Representatives 
infornaed  the  Senate  thait  the  House  have  passed 
a  bilV  entitled  ^  An  act  in  addition  to  '  An  act  reg- 
ubting  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
a«t  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imporle 
and  teanafge ;"  and  tiie  biU  entitled  '<  An  act  Ibr 
establishing  tradu^i^heuses  with  the  Indian  tribe*)" 
im  which  hUks  thejf  deflire  the  eonourpenoe  of  the 
Senate. 

The  htX  three  bilk  browht  Qf>  ibr  conctfvtence 
were  lead,  and  ondered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  iiktoaanaidemtion,  an  in  Com- 
mitiee  oi  the  Whale,  the  amcmdiaents  to  the  bill 
far  the  leflpnlation  of  the  jees  of  attorneys  and  the 
oiBieeia  oithe  court*  of  the  District  oX  Cdumbia. 
and  for  other  purposes}"  and,  l»v»aff  fuftber 
amended  the  bill,  it  ww  reported  t&  the  House 
aoeordingW. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
aa  amended. 

ReKivtd,  That  the  FaisiDfiNT  of  the  Senate 
notify  the  Executive  of  the  Suite  of  Georgia,  of 
the  death  of  James  Jackson,  late  a  Senator  of 
that  State  for  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  regulate  aid  fix  the  compensations 
ol  clerk^  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  having  been  further  amended, 

JRetolveds  That  this  bill  pass,  that  itbe  engross- 
ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^An  act  to  regu- 
late aad  fix  the  a <W|»aa0ation  of  clerka^  and  for 
other  purposes." 


The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendmevtt  ra« 
ported  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qovernment  for  the 
year  ISOf;"  and,  having  further  amended  thebitt^ 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 


THunsuAT,  April  10. 

(Mered,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  memorial  of  John  Chester, 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  Hillbouse,  Baldwin,  aira 
Anderson,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  the  letter 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  Tice 
President,  of  the  28th  of  January,  1806,  together 
with  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,  from  October  1. 1804^  to  Oe* 
tober  1,  1805,  be  printed. 

The  biH,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to  an  act. 
entttled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  lao^  and 
providtng  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  or  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Adams,  Baldwin,  and  Stone,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill^  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend,  in  the 
cases  tberem  mentioned.  *  the  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  wae 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCHtLL,  Baldwin,  and  Stone,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  estaUishrng  trad- 
ing-bouses with  the  Indhm  tribes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Andersort, 
Smith,  of  uhio,  and  Stone,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  on  the  7th  instant,  for  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
for  prohibiting,  after  the  first  of  January.  1808,  tfaa 
further  importation  of  slaves;  and  tne  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the£rst 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole^  (Mr.  Anderson  having 
been  requested  by  the  President  to  take  the 
Chair,)  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  goods*  wares,  and  mer^ 
chandise."  And,  after  debate,  the  Prcaident  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  AifDBBsoit,  frnm  the 
Cnmaoiitee  of  the  Whole,  reined  that  thayr  had 
disagreed  to  Che  anendmenle  df  the  select  ooaa* 
mittee,  but  had  agreed  to  an  amendrnfent  to  the 
bill ;  which  was  read,  and  the  biU  was  amended 
acccrdingty  t  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  the  biU 
pass  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended  ?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  folio wst 

YiAS^-^MeawB.  Adams,  Andenen,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
OaiMard,  Gilman,  Howiand,  Kitchel,  MacIttV,  Kitehai, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Mmiyland,  Smith  of  New  YoriE,  BKnith 
of  Ohio,  South  «f  Tennessee,  Smilhef  Vermont,  Tfavus- 
ton.  Turner,  and  Wright. 

Nats^Msssm.  Adnr,  Bimdlsy,  HiiBw>nie,  PickBt^ 
ing,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  White. 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making,  appropria- 
tioos  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1806."  was  read  the  third  time  aa  amended. 

Reidvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Oa  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  third  reading 
of  ibe  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  authori:;ing  the  erec- 
tibiofabidge  over  the  river  Potomae,  within 
ike  District  of  Colambia,"  be  the  order  of  the  day 
bi  to-monow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
lor  the  year  1806;'^  and  the  bill  having  been  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  amendment, 

Ordertd^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  17th  of  March  last  relative  to 
William  Eaton,  and  others,  late  pfficers  in  the 
frmy  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next. 

Mr.  AxnERBOM,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  reterred.  on  the  7th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  furtner  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes."  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments. 

The  resolution  for  defraying  the  expenees  of 
the  funeral  of  Jaiies  Jaoksov, late  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  was 
lead  the  second  time,  and  passed  to  the  thiid 
leading. 

Thebill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  attor- 
neys and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  ftirther  amendments 
karing  been  propoeedi  the  oonsMeration  theneof 

FncnAT,  April  11. 

Mr.  BiLanLBT  presented  the  memorial  of  ha 
AUenY'tating  that  he  hae  sustained  great  damage 
sad  mxSerimgfi  by  the  capture  of  a  (quantity  of 
arme  and  oranance,  under  the  authority  of  the 
British  Government,  which  were  purchased  in 
France,  for  the  supfdy  of  the  militia  of  the  State 
of  Yermont,  in  the  year  1796,  and  praying  redress ; 
mnd  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  to  report 
th^^on. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
m  fayment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
lor  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt,'' 
made  report :  Whereupon, 

JR^dved,  That  the  Senate  do  affree  to  the 
amendm«it  proposed  by  the  Hoose  of  Represent- 
atives to  their  fourth  amendment,  and  that  they 
insiel  on  their  last  amendment  disagreed  toby  the 
Ho«ae  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  MiTCHUL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
I  referred,  on  the  third  of  ApcH,  thn  hill,  enti- 


tled "An  act  supplementary  to  t^  act,  entttM 
^An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction,  m  certain  casesi 
to  the  Territorial  courts,"  reported  amendm*ntt; 
which  went  read. 

Mr.  MireHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  w^om 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  of  April,  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  supplementary  to  tho  act  mnktng  provis- 
ion for  the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Government  of  France," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  considered,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^Ab  act  authorizing  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  Statesf 
and  the  bill  having*  been  amended,  was  reported 
to  the  House  aocordiarlv* 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PneaiDBirr  or  thb  UNrrsn  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepresentoHvee  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  now  lay  beibre  Congress  a  statement  of  the  ndlitta 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  returns  lest  re- 
eeired  from  the  several  States  and  Teiritaries.  It  will 
be  peioeived  that  some  ef  these  are  not  of  recent  dates, 
and  that  from  the  States  of  Jiatykndand  Delaware  no 
returns  a«e  stalled.  As  iur  as  BH!^an  from  oariacandsy 
none  were  ever  rendeeed  frnm  either  ef  these  States. 
From  die  Tenitoii^s  of  Orleanm  Leoudana,  and  MUbe- 
igan,  ^omplBte  xetoms  have  not  yet  been  received. 
TH.  JBFFfiRSaN. 

AraiL  11, 1806* 

The  Menage  and  docnments  were  rend,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  eoneideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represematives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  pass«Ml 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled '^An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennee- 
see  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unapDropriated  lands  within  the 
same,"  with  amenuments,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  SeMte.  They  have  passed 
ti  bill,  entitled  ^  An  ant  td  prohibit  the  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  from  holding  or  exercising 
any  civil  oflKee,"  in  which  they  de^re  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  bronghl  up  iot  concurrence  nras 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Am DsaaoN,  l^om  the  committee  appointed 
31st  December,  to  consider  the  memorial  et  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Terrkory  of 
Orleans,  reported  a  biU  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '^An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  withm  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  and  the  District  of  Looitilana  ;^'  whicn 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  of  Colambia,^'  was  read  the  third 
time;  and^  on  motion  to  postpone  the  fnrcher 
consideration  thereof  until  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative-^yeaa 
19,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

TsAS'— Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Bsldwin^ 
Gihaan,  Hyiheose,  Howfaad,  Kitchel,  Mad^,  Miteh^ 
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ilK  Pkkeriiig,  Smith  of  MtrjUnd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stone,  Sumter,  TbriwtOD,  Tracy,  Woithingten,  and 
Wright. 

Nais — Meamrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Moore, 
Plmner,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith,  of  Tenneaaee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Turner  and  'White. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 

Saturday,  April  12, 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  mcmurial  of  thePreni- 
deni  and  Diiectors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Drla- 
ware  Canal  Company  ;  and  the  turther  cunMder- 
ation  thereof  wan  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day to  December  next. 

The  resolution  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives 
authorizing  t  he  adjournment  of  Congress  on  Wed 
day,  the  loih  of  the  present  munih,  was  resumed 
and  amended,  by  insertion  of  Monday,  the  21bi,iu 
place  of  Wednesday,  the  I6ih. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
mmended* 

Mr.  Anj3>eR80N,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  referred,  on  the  10th  insunt,  the  hill,  entitled 
**Afiactfor  establiNhioir  trading- houses  with  the 
Indian  tribes,"  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Tmaot.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  third  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Uou^e  of  RepresentativestothebiU. 
entitled  *^Ali  act  in  addition  tu  an  act,  entitled 
(An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  dispoi^l  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;"  and  the 
furtlier  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  i 
Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  offi 
cers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  holding  or  ex- 
ercising any  civil  i^ffice,"  was  read  the  second 
time  ;  and.  on  m(»iioD  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  passed  ia  the 
.aflSrmative — yeas  17.  nays  10.  as  follows: 

YxAS — Meaara.  Adair,  Adama,  Baldwin,  Coiidit, 
Oilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  >i'ew  York,  Smith  of 
Tenneaaee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wright. 

NAva — Meaara.  Anderaon,  Gaillard,  Hillhouae,  Mac- 
lay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and 
Worthington. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  in  addition  to  *^An  act  for  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  Uuited 
States ;"  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading 
a»  amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration, as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
'  ihe  bitl^  entitled  ''An  act  attppkmentary  to  the 


act.  entitled  'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts  ;"and,haviof 
agreed  to  the  ame.dments,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  billpassto  a  third  reading, 
as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  a prtropriations  for 
the  sup[>ort  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States^ 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  prescribing  the  effect  m 
each  State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  courts  of  records  of  every  other  State  f 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation towards  the  completine  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol  at  the  City  ot  Washington;"  ia 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
last  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill^  entitled 
*'An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  ia 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt."  They 
agree  to  the  first,  and  disagree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
CUiveroment  for  the  year  1806,"  and  request  a 
conference  on  the  amendments  disagreed  to,  aad 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 


MoMDAT,  April  14. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
cUims  to  lands  withrn  the  Territory  of  0< leans 
and  district  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  secoud 
time  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Slates  during  the  year  1806;"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Meters.  Baldwin,  Mit- 
CHtLL,  and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report  thereoo. 

Mr.  WoRTaiNQTOff,  from  the  committee  ro 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  6th  instant,  the  biU, 
entitled  **An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  prescribing  the  effect 
in  each  State  of  the  record»  of  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  courts  of  record  of  every  other  State," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Mitcbill,  and  Smith  of  Vermont,  to 
consider  and  re|K>rt  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  a  farther  ap- 
propriation towards  completing  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  was 
r.ad  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receip 
of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  paynieni  fot 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes 
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agree  thereto  as 


Tetattre  lo  the  public  debt;**  disagreed  to  by  ihe 
Hou>e  of  Rpnreseiiutivps  ;  and 

Retohed,  That  the  Senate 
ani«*Dd«^. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mrors  disagreed  to  by  the  Houi^e  of  Representa- 
dfps  to 'the  bill,  entitled  ^ An  act  making  appro- 
jNiaiions  for  the  support  of  Qorernment  for  the 
year  1806^"  and  their  request  of  a  conference 
thereon ;  and 

Reaoiced^  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
'  conference,  and  that  Messrs.  Tract  and  Bald- 
win be  the  managers  on  their  part. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes,  of  tbe  8ih  instani.on  the  subject  ot  adjoorn- 
ment.  was  read  the  third  time;  and 

Resolvedy  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto,  as 
aniended. 

The  Senate  considered  the  amendments  bf  the 
House  of  Represeoiaiives  to  the  bill,  eoiilled  **An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  tides  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  tbe  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same;''  and, 

Resolved^  Thar  they  concur  therein. 

Tbe  biil,  entitled  ''An  actaotharizrnsra  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  Uoited  States  "  was 
rend  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  attor- 
neys, and  Che  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  aud  for  other  purposes,"  was  re- 
sumed, amended ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
thi»  bill  pass?  it  was 

Resolved,  in  the  affirmative;  and  that  the  bill 
be  eiigros»ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  '*An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  hotdin|f  the 
courts  of  the  Di^tnct  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

A  luestiage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDfurmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  following  biJU,  in  which  they  r<'quest  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate:  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory and  State  of  Ohio;"  a  bill  entitled  *'Anact 
coDceroing  the  further  safeguard  of  vessels  in  the 
Yicioity  ot  the  United  Staces  and  the  territories 
tbereol  f*  a  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  appropri- 
ations fur  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  Uriiced  States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians ;''  and  a  bill. entitled  "^An  act  making  appro- 
priattons  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties." 

Tbe  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  twice  read, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
AifDEBSoif,  Stone,  and  Balowin,  to  consider  and 
lepoft  thereon. 

The  two  bills  6rst  mentioned  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading. 

The  fullowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
pHCsiDENT  OF  TBfi  Unitbo  States^  which  was 
re^df  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration : 
To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

JiepreserUaiives  of  the  Vhited  States : 

"Daring  the  blockade  of  Tripoli  by  the  squadron  of 
the  United  States,  a  small  cruiser,  under  Uxe  flag  of 
Tunis,  with  two  prixet  (all  of  trifling  value)  attempted 


to  enter  Tripoli,  was  turned  back,  warned,  and  at- 
tempting again  to  enter,  was  taken  and  detained  as 
prize  by  the  squadron.  Her  restitution  was  daimed  by 
the  Bey  of  Tunis,  with  a  threat  of  war,  in  terms  so 
serious,  that,  on  withdrawing  from  the  blockade  of 
TripoU  tbe  commanding  oflicer  of  the  squadron  thought 
it  his  duty  to  repair  to  Tonis  with  hia  squadron,  and  to 
require  a  categorical  declaration,  whether  peace  or  war 
was  intended.  The  Bev  preferred  eiplaining  himself 
by  an  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  who,  on  hia 
arrival,  renewed  the  request  that  the  vessel  and  her 
prizes  should  be  restored.  It  was  deemed  property 
give  this  proof  of  friendship  to  the  Bey,  and  the  Aai* 
bassador  was  informed  the  vessels  would  be  restored^ 
Afterwards  he  made  a  requisition  of  naval  stores  to  be 
sent  to  the  Bey,  in  order  to  secure  a  peace  for  the  term 
oi  dsree  years,  with  a  threat  of  war,  if  refused.  It  haa 
been  refused,  and  the  Ambassador  b  about  to  depart 
without  receding  from  his  threat  or  demand. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  that  the 
several  previsions  of  the  act  of  March  25th,  1804,  will 
cease,  in  consequence  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  Tripoli,  now  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  communi* 
cate  these  facts,  in  order  that  Congnress  may  consider 
tbe  expediency  of  continuing  tbe  same  provisions  for  a 
limited  time,  or  making  others  equivalent 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Afbil  14, 1806. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  lodges  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  requested  to  report  a  fee-hill  for  the 
officers  and  attorneys  of  the  said  District,  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  at  their  next  session* 

The  bill,  entitled  *'Anact  making  appropria- 
tions for  tbe  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  tbe  United  States,  for  the  year  1806,"  wad  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  biil  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  resolution,  first  read  on  the  9th  instant,  re- 
specting the  funeral  expenses  of  James  Jackson, 
was  read  theMhird  time  and  agreed  to. 

Toe  biil,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Government 
of  Prance,"  was  considered. 

Ordered.  That  this  hiH  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  establishing  tra- 
ding houses  with  tbe  Indian  tribes"  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  biU  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amvftded. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establtKh  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur-* 
poses."  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  amendments  in  part  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  the  fhrther  consideration  of  thia 
billbe  postponed. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  erecting 
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oerteiB  lijfhirhouses  in  ike  Slate  of  Itosac^iiiMtts, 
for  baildiDff  a  bdacoa  or  pier  at  Brid^port,  in  tbe 
State  of  CoDBeoticut,  amd  for  fixing  buoys  in 
Pamlico  SoaD^.  in  the  State  of  Noc th  Garolioa,^' 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

TtTBSDAY,  April  15. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLi^,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wa9  referred  the  bill,  ei^itled  "An  act  to  amend, 
ux  tb^  cfues  therein  mentioned,  the  '^Act  to  regu- 
llitie  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
jM^^e,"  reported  it  without  amendment 

Mff.  MiTO»Li«  communicated  the  memorial  of 
AuguaMs  B*  Woodward,  stating  the  critical  »itU9r 
iion  of  the  Miohiffan  Territory,  and  iNtaying  that 
Obe  measures  on  mat  sobjeei  now  «naer  the  eoiH 
eidmration  4>f  Ooogrea,  laajr  be  adopted  \  and  it 
was  agreed  dMt  tbe  memorial,  with  sundry  doeu*- 
fnents  aeeompanying  it,  lie  on  the  tables  until  the 
Ml  on  the  suoject  shall  be  considered  as  in  Gom- 
ttii^tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  sundry  motfificattons  from 
the  committee  of  conference^  on  the  bill^  entitled 
^p  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1806 ;"  and  the  report 
was  ^opted;  and  it  was  agreed  to  modify  the  bill 
aceormngly. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  concerninff  the  further 
safeguard  of  vessels  in  the  vieinitv  of  tbe  United 
States  and  die  Territories  there^"  was  read  Che 
•CBond  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Tbaot,  and  Mitobill,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  eespeoling  claima  to 
land  in  the  Indiima  Territory,  aad  State  of  Ohio,'' 
Waa  read  the  second  time,  aad  referred  4o  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Baluwim,  and  Smith  of  New 
Tork,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  AKDfiBflOH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referfed,  yesterday,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
making  appropriations  for  oarrying  into  effeet  a 
Tieatjr  between  the  Uniied  States  and  theOhieka- 
saw  tribe  of  Indians ;"  also,  the  billj  entitled  "An 
aet  making  appropriations  tor  carrying  into  ^flfect 
oertaln  Indian  treaties ;"  reported  the  nUls^  sever- 
ally, without  amendmenl. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  en- 
tilled  "An  ad  further  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes  f  aftd  hav- 
ing screed  thereto,  and  further  amended  the  bill, 
it  WM  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Onkred,  That  this  bill  pass  Co  the  third  read- 
iM^as  amended. 

The  Ibllowing  Message  was  received  £rom  the 
Pbesiobnt  of  tbs:  Unitbo  States  : 
A  «*e  SmaU  a$id  House  of 

Representativea  of  the  Unitod  Staieai 
The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the 
isliirttion  of  a  treaty  conckided  with  the  Piankeshaw 
Indians,  lor  extinguishing  their  claim  to  the  countiy  be- 
tweep  tbf  Wabash  and  Kaakaskis  cessions,  it  is  now 
laid  before  both  Houses  for  the  exercise  of  their  Con- 
stitntional  powers,  as  to  the  means  of  fulfilling  it  on 
our  part.  TH.  JEFF£B$OIir. 

Apruu  15, 1806. 


The  Message  was  -  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  Im 
consideration. 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  oi  the 
Uniud  St^es  during  the  year  1806,"  reported  this 
bill  without  amend  meat. 

The  bill,  entitle4  ''An  ^cX  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merehim- 
dise,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  amendr 
meot  adopted  was  H^  considered  and  rejeeted. 

A  ^lotion  was  made  to  postpone  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  following  resolution  i 

Metohoif  Thsft,  in  ooaseqnenee  of  a  more  ftvorsble 
coune  of  oenduet  on  ttte  pait  of  Great  Britaia,  in  re* 
spect  to  the  disturbance  of  tbe  l^radeof  the  United  Statesf 
and  entertaining  a  hope  that  the  Britiidi  Ministry,  lately 
established,  will  be  disposed  to  a  reasonable  arrange* 
ment  of  all  afl&irs  of  dimMence  between  the  two  nations, 
the  Senate  do  heveby  postpone  the  farther  consideiii^ 
tion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  import* 
ation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,*'  fo  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  il 
passed  in  the  negative— yeas  9,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAS-r-Mesam.  Adair«  Adams,  Hi]]hoiife»  Logan^ 
Piokering,  Plnmer,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderaonu  Baldwin,  Condit,  Oail- 
lard,  OUman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Madavp  Mitdiil^ 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maiy land.  Smith  of  New  York,  SmitJi 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont»  Sfto^s^ 
Thruston,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

And  on  the  question,  Sball  this  bill  pass  ?  it  wve 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  19^  n^ya  ^  as 
follows : 

Ybas— MesvBS.  Adsms,  Anderson*  Baldwin,  Condit, 
G^illard,  Gihnai^,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maday,  Mitehill, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smfth 
<^  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vsmwit, 
Thruston,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Hillhouse,  Logan*  Piek^noy, 
Plumer,  9tone,  Sumter,  Traqy,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Jteaolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Wednesday,  April  16. 

A  messa£e  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiToe 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  p«ffse4 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  buildiag 
gunboats;"  in  which  they  request  the  coaoof* 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  and  seoond  time  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whon 
was  referred,  on  the  Uth  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  each  Slate,  oC 
the  records  of  jij^ments  and  decrees  of  the 
courts  of  record  of  every  other  State,"  repoi^4 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  whom  W9b 
referred,  on  the  10th  instant,  tbe  bill,  enUtled  ^An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  enutled  ^Ao  act  regula- 
ting the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  tbe  dia* 
pos^  of  the  )}Mi43  9f  the  Waited  Stines  soq^  of 
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em^odmeats. 

The  Senate  rebooted,  as  in  Comraittea  of  the 
Whole;  the  oonsideration  of  the  amendments  to 
$ke  bill,  eoiitlAd  ^An  9ct  to  provide  for  the  mi- 
iaument  of  titWs  of  land  in  the  Territpry  of 
Ifichigao,  and  for  other  purpoaies;"  and  the  aiauend- 
neoCs  were  adopted,  and  having  been  reported  to 
the  House,  the  bill  was  amend^  accordindy. 

Ordered^  That  thJ9  foiU  j^9m  to  the  third  read- 
ioffjas  ameDded. ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  a$  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbgle,  the  consideraMon  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  9«t  to  divide 
tkt  Indiana  Territorjr  into  two  separate  govern- 
meals,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Beeolved^  That  the  further  coasideratiou  of 
tbia  hill  be  postponed  until  the  peti  ^esaioi^  of 


Cmigresa. 
The  bUI 


The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  reguhiting  the  coins  of  the  United 
9Utet,  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

JUeolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed »nd  that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  eatablishing  a  MiQ(,  and  regulating 
Ibe  coins  of  the  United  States." 

The  hiii,  enu'tled  ^An  act  supplemeatanr  to  the 
met  making  provision  for  the  payment  of^ claims 
ofcitaene  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
maot  of  France,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 


The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '^An 
fuel  lor  aacertainiiig  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  within  the  Territory  of  Orleaas  and  the 
district  of  LonisiaJW,''  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed- 

^  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
^oas  for  the  support  of  the  I^avy  of  the  United 
Stales  during  the  year  1806,'^  was  resumed* 

{hxhredf  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  aet  for  erecting  eertain 
light-houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts:  for 
hmidittg  a^beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  In  the  State 
of  G<>naecticut;  and  for  fixing  buovs  in  Pamlico 
Saaod,  in  the  State  of  North  <4irpUna,''  was 
reaomed. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readlag. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads^  and  for  other  pui- 
poaes,"  was  re^d  the  third  time  ^s  amended  and 
paaaed. 

Thursoay,  April  17. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ameadmenu  reported  to  the  biU,  enti- 
tki  *^Aa  act  in  addition  to  aa  act,  entitled  ^Aa 
aat  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing 
for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
aouth  of  the  Sute  of  Tei^essee;"  and,  having 
adoBfed  the  amendments,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  jEfoose  accordingly* 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  PMa  to  the  third  read- 
iagas  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  3teadiag  of  the 
hill,  entitled  ^Aa  HQl  tn  Am^od,  M  tha  ^i^  therein 


mentioned,  the  act  to  r^fuiate  the  collection  of 
duties  oa  imports  and  toooage;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  [Mrescrihiog  the  efiEect,  in  each  State, 
of  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
of  record  of  every  other  State;"  and«  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  deurmi&cd  in  the  negative.  Sp  the  bill  was 
lost. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PnaaipRNT  of  tub  Unitsd  Statca: 
TaikeStnateandBfuaeof 

BqmaentttUveBqftke  IMikd^itUea: 

Ths  fisnate  hsrag  adriBsd  sad  eon8«ated  to  die 
ratification  of  a  convent&an  batsreen  the  United  States 
and  the  Uberekee  Indiaaa,  makdvidud  at  Washinfton, 
im  the  7th  day  'Of  January  last»  for  the  cession  of  their 
lifht  to  the  Irael  pf  country  therein  described,  it  ie  new 
laid  before  both  Houses  of  Qongres%  for  the  ezerciee  ef 
their  Coaatitalional  powers  towsrds  the  fajfihaent 
thereof.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Apaiii  17, 1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
eonstderation. 

Mr.  AiuMs  gave  notice,  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  temporarf 
lelief  of  Hamet  CaranolU. 
On  amtion,  it  was 

Reeokfedj  That  a  eomnaittee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  exp^ieocy  of  pron- 
ding  by  law  for  the  next  Hkeeting  of  Coogre$9, 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bilK 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  ANaiaaoif,  Ta4or«  and 
Balowin,  be  the  committee. 

Mr  Anobbsou,  Irom  the  eommitlee  last  Qien- 
tioned,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  neat 
meeting  of  Congress,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed lo  the  seoond  reading* 
On  motion,  it  was 

Beeolved^  That  the  Attorney  Oeneral  <^  the 
United  Statea  be  directed  to  proewe  and  lar  be- 
fore the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  tables  or  t|^ 
fees  and  compensations  paid  to  the  attorneys  at 
law,  prothoBOiaries,  registers,  and  ok^ks  of  Judi- 
cial courts,  to  sheriiOb  and  coroners,  to  grand  and 
petitjnirors,  and  to  witnesses,  ia  the  several  States. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Remdvedi  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  if  in  his  optaion  the  same  can  be  done 
with  propriety,  a  particular  statement  of  the  cause 
of  difference  between  the  Bey  of  Tunis  and  the 
Ck>vernment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  com- 
munications which  tiave  taken  place  relative 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lav  this  resoUtian 
before  the  President  of  the  United  Suites. 

The  bill;  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  certain 
light-houses  in  th(s  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Conoecticut;  and  for  fixing  buovs  in 
Pamlico  Sound^  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, "  was  read  the  third 
timt*  Bs  amended. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pa5a  with  amendnrients. 

The  bi'i/entiiled'*  An  act  making  Rppropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
during  the  ytar  1806,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation towards  completing  the  south  wing  of 
the  Capitol  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  8iare»,  and  for  building 
gunboats,"  was  read  the  third  time^  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Tract,  Mitchill,  and  Andbjison,  to 
conMiier  and  report  thereon. 

The  PttEBiDENT  communicated  to  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition 
of  Ira  Allen,  referred  to  him  on  the  11th  instant ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^*  An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties." and. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Anderson. 
and  others,  to  whom  the  bill  was  originally  com- 
mitted further  to  consider  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  op  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  se^'ood  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  Samuel  Chase,"  with  amendments ;  in  which 
thev  desire  tne  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians^"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  on  the  question, 
to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill?  ir  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  5,  as 
follows : 

Vbas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit, 
Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Pickering,  Phi- 
mer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohiu,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Trac^, 
White,  Worthington  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

So  the  section  was  struck  out ;  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  further  amended,  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Orderedy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
aa  amended. 


The  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Car- 
amalli  was,  by  unanimous  consent  read  the  first 
lime  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Hodse  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  to  the  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  compensaiion^of  wiine?<bes  who  at- 
tended the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel 
Chase,"  were  read. 

Friday,  April  18. 

Ordered^  Thai  the  petition  of  Ira  Allen,  together 
with  the  reporf  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  thereon, 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  Bald- 
win, and  Turner,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLROcrsE  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  wa?  referred  the  memorial  of  Juhn  Ches- 
ter, that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendmenis  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  and, 

Besolveij  That  they  disagree  to  the  said  amend- 
ments, ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  that  Mevsrs 
Tract  and  Wright  be  the  managers  at  the  same 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Adair  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  behalf  of  the 
said  State,  exhibitinc:  claims  on  the  United  States 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  sixty  two  cents,  for  mil- 
itary s'Tvice;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  yesterday  the  bill,  entitled  **Aoact 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment. 

'  Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  17th  instant  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  foitlfying  the  ports  and  ^harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts 
laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for 
a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
*An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  rend  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  id  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  Caramalli ;  and,  af^er  debate,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Andbrson.  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  which  were  read  in  the  House,  < 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prehidbnt  of  tbb  United  Statbb: 
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7b  iht  Somie  of  the  United  Siatee.- 

Is  cooptiance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate,  of  yei- 

tetdaj't  date,  I  now  oommnnicate  the  entire  correspon- 

deiKi  between  the  Ambnaeador  of  Tunia  and  the  8ec- 

jttMMj  U  State ;  from  which  the  Senate  will  aee,  that 

the  fijat  application  by  the  Ambaaaador  for  reatitution 

of  the  ve&aela  taken  in  violation  of  blockade,  having 

been  yielded  to,  the  only  remaining  cauae  of  difference 

ftfOQgbt  forward  by  him,  ia  the  requiaition  of  a  preaent 

af  naval  atores,  to  aecure  a  peace  tor  three  yeara;  after 

which,  the  inference  ia  obvioua,  that  a  renewal  of  the 

preaenta  ia  to  be  expected,  to  rpnew  the  prolongation 

of  peace  for  another  term.    But  thia  demand  haa  been 

preaard  in  verbal  conferencea,  much  more  explicitly  and 

pertiDadouely  than  appeara  in  the  written  correapon- 

deDce.    To  aave  the  delay  of  copying,  aome  originala 

are  endoaed,  with  a  requeat  that  they  be  returned. 

Tfl.  JEFFERSON. 
Armii.  18, 1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  contained, 
were  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mit- 
CBiLL.  and  BmitHj  of  VeriDODt^  to  consider  and 
fe|»ort  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''Ao  act  to  amend,  in  the  cades 
tlierem  mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  doiies  on  imports  and  tonnage,''  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Hesohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
menf. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makioc^ appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties," 
was  reau  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
btU,  entitled  ''An  act  for  furlifying  the  pons  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  building 
guntKmts;"  and, 

Hetohedj  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended;  and, 

Resolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 
The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  was  read  the  second  time.  On  the 
qoestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading? 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  lost 


Satubday,  April  19. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
-whom  was  referred,  on  the  15ih  instant,  the  bill, 
eotitled  *^An  act  respecting  the  claims  to  lanrd  in 
tlie  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio,"  reported 
the  biil  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  the  hill  was  amended  by  striking 
oat  the  third  nection. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
aa  amended. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
"vras  referred,  on  the  ISth  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  eotitled  'An  act  further  to 
nmtfect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Bi%rbary  PuWers,"  reported  the 
hill  witkoiu  amendoienu. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Repre»entative8 
informeii  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  In  addition  to  an  act.  enti- 
tled 'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
lor  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  in  which  they  desire  ttie  concor'euoe 
of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  some,  and  disagree 
to  other,  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
eotitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  purptisesj"  they 
also  agree  to  some  of  the  amendments  with  amendt- 
ments.  In  which  they  request  a  concurrence. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  the  first  and  sroond  times  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  and 
that  it  oe  committea  to  Mehsrs.  Tdrnbr,  Adamb, 
and  Tbact,  to  consider  and  report  ihereun 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter 
and  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and, 

Aesolved,  That  thef  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  and  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  en^rodsed, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli^" 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memoiial  of  the  governors  <^ 
Sew  York  hospital,  |Yrayinff  further  compensa- 
tion fur  the  sick  and  disabled  seamen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported,  that,  owing  to  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  making  at  present  a  better  provisiua  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  than  the  one  which  now 
exists,  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be 
postponed  until  the  next  besbion  of  Congress;  and 
the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Balbwim,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  15ih  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerninff  the  further  safeguard  of  vessels  ia 
the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  and  the  territories 
thereof,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  fur  the 
adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Huuse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
^'An  act  making  appropriation  for  Cttrry^ing  into 
effect  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indian^"  and  adhere  to  their 
disagreement.  The  House  of  Retirebentatives 
have  passed  the  bill  seat  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen>atioQ 
of  clerks^  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  ol  the 
1  Senate.  They  agree  to  the  conference  on  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provisiua  for  the  coiapeiisaiioa  of  wituesses  who 
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atlcfluded  the  trial  of  the  impeachmeiit  of  Sanuel 
Chaoe,"  and  JMTe  appouited  Managers  oa  their 
part. 

The  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed ;  and,  after  the  consider- 
atioa  of  the  confidential  business,  the  biU,  enti- 
tled "Aa  act  in  addition  t^  an  act,  entided  ^An 
act  regulating  the  ffcants  of  land,  and  providing 
ior  the  disposal  of  tae  lands  of  the  United  States 
eouth  of  th^  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the 
third  tine. 

Resolved,  That  this  htU  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  iaio  consideration  the  resolu- 
tiioBt  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adhering 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mdung  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  eflfoot  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
diana;" and 

Be$ob>ed,  Th«t  the  Senate  aidhfce  to  their 
amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the 
Ml,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
they  agreed  thereto* 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
siittee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  first  sectioa  of  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  further  to  proteet  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  a^insi  the  Barhary  Powers ;" 
Andt  on  motion  to  ptnke  oat  the  first  section^  it 
Mated  ia  the  affirrnatJTe^ycaa  16,  naya  9;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YaAa-^issoFi.  AdsflM,  Andersen,  Baldwin,  Oon- 
^  Gflman,  Kitohel,  Mkchill,  SaMtfa,  Pickeriiig,  Phi- 
mm,  Amth  of  Maiyhnd,  anuih  of  New  Yeik,  Smith 
of  (Hue,  SwUh  of  Yermont,  Thnutoa^  Tracy,  and 
Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Oaillard,  HlUhoUM,  Hewkiid,  Maa- 
lqr»  Meoia,  Stone,  Somter,  Tonior,  mid  Worthington. 

And  haying  agreed  to  a  ftirther  amendment,  the 
biU  was  reported  td  ^e  House  and  amendea  ae- 
aordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 


Monday,  April  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  ooncerning  the  fur- 
ther safeguard  of  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
United  States  and  the  territories  thereof,"  was  re- 
asmed ;  and,  on  the  qaestion.  Shall  this  bill  pass 
to  the  third  reading  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negatiTe.    So  the  bill  was  lose. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Memdvid,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  several  committees  that  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  to  perfect  their  reports. 
were  discharged ;  and  the  several  reports  not  acted 
on,  were  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

air.  TeaimR;  from  thecomBiittee  to  whom  was 


referred  on  the  19th  instant,  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
Bstablishment,  and  £ar  other  purposes,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendmenU ;  aftd  the  biU  havinff 
been  amended  accordingly,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Remjleed,  That  this  btU  pass  with  araendmeali. 

A  messace  horn  the  House  of  Represencatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  fo 
the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and 
continuing  m  force  for  a  further  time  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
a^rainst  the  Barbary  Powers;"  they  insist  on  their 
disi^eemeati  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  have 
appointed  managers  at  the  same  «n  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  reaolo- 
lution  of  the  Hou^  of  Representatives  proposing 
a  conference  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on 
salt,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  further  time  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 

Srotect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
itates  against  the  Barbary  Powers :"  and 

Reeolved^  That  they  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  MrrcHiLL  and  Tract  be  man- 
agers at  the  same  on  thepart  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes  jf 
they  insist  on  their  disagreement^  a^  a  confer- 
ence thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  their  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill  seat 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementanr 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  ao- 
justing  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  wuhin  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  I^oubiaaa," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resols- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  asking  a 
conference  to  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entiued 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act 
supplementarjr  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Bstablishment,  and  for  othir  pnrpoaes;" 
and 

Reeoleed,  That  they  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Wright  and  Tbact  be  nuuaa- 
gers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  lulL 
entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titias 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  district  of  Louisiana.'' 

Reeelved,  That  they  concur  therein. 
Oa  motion,  it  was 

Retolfoed,  That  Messrs.  White  aad  Adams  be 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with  aufeii 
as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  join,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  aad  ftotily 
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1dm  that,  imless  he  may  have  any  further  eom- 
mtmicadaos  to  make  to  the  two  Hoases  of  Cod- 
gress,  tbey  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Wbigbt  reported  from  the  maDaprers  at  the 
coofereoce  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  m  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  proriding  for  a  Nayal  Peace  Establishment, 
aad  for  other  purposes."    Whereupon, 

Besoived,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatiTes. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  reported  from  the  managers  at 
the  confereDce  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
pealing the  acts  layinff  duties  on  salt,  and  contin- 
mikg  m  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section 
of  me  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  protect  the 
commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Barbary  Powers."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bUl,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 

Sess  to  an  act  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the 
tate  of  North  Carolina,"  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Hemdved,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refucrees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 


Scotia,"  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  of 
the  intended  recess  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adionm. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  Presid^^nt  of  the  United 
States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress. 

On  motion,  that  everything  in  the  Journal  rela- 
tive to  the  memorials  of  S.  Q.  Ogden  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  be  expunged  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adair,  Condit,  Gilman,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan»  Mitchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stone,  Thrnston,  Tomer,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Hillhouse,  Pick- 
ering, Plomer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  adjourned  without  day. 
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HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,. 

AT  THE   FIR8T  SESSION  OP  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OF 
WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  %,  1805. 


Monday.  December  2, 1805. 

ThU  beiog  the  day  appoioted  by  ib«  Comitito- 
tioii  for  tbc  aDnval  meHin;  of  Com^reiiB,  the  fol- 
luviog  membeni  ufiiii*  Houne  of  R<*prt*8entatives 
appeared,  produced  tiieir  eredentiMlsyaod  took  their 
aears,  Co  wit; 

From  New  ffmmjukirt  Silt  Betton,  Cal^  EHit, 
Dsirul  HoQgli,  Samuel  Tenoej,  and  Tbomaa  W. 
Thompwo. 

Prcm  Ma9§aeku9ett9 — Joeeph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid- 
welt,  Pbanael  Bbhop,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cntta,  William  Ely, 
la^ah  L.  Green,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Joeiah  Quincy,  Eb- 
enesrr  Sealer,  Samuel  Taggart,  Joseph  B«  Vamum, 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

From  Rhode  hUmd — ^Nehemiah  Knight,  and  Joseph 
8tanton. 

From  Ccnneetieut — Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 

rt,jr.»  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Lewis 
Siaigea,  and  Beniamtn  Taltmadge. 

i>om  Vermont — Martin  Chittenden,  Jamee  Elliot, 
Jaosea  F^ak.  and  Gideon  OKn. 

Frmm  New  yirib--John  Blake,  jr.,  Silas  Halsey, 
Joatab  Masters,  Gnrdon  8.  Mumford,  John  Russell, 
FeterSailly,  Thomas  Saflunons,  Martin  O.  SchuneBMn, 
David  Thooaa,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUiaa  K.  Van  Rensaelaer, 
and  NaUian  Wtlliama. 

From  New  Jereej^Ztn  Darhy*  Ebeneser  Elmer, 
John  Lambert,  James  Sloan,  and  Henry  Southard. 

From  Pennewkmnia — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard, 
Robert  Brown^  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  William 
Findler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Michael  Leib,  John  Pugh, 
Jolin  Kea,  Jacob  Richardb,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  SmUh, 
Jolin  WhitehUI,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

From  Mdrt/land^-^ohn  Campbell,  Leonard  Coving- 
too.  Charles  Uohlsborougb,  Patrick  Magruder,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  and  Joseph  H.  Nich- 


Prom  Tcr^gthui— Borwell  Basset,  John  Claiborne, 
John  Cbplon,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
M.  Gamctt,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  David  Holmes,  John 
O.  iacksoB,  Joseph  Lewb,  jr.,  John  Morrow,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Smith,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  and  Alexander 
WiboB. 

From  Kentucky — George  Michael  Bedinger,  and 
Thomas  SaodfowL 


From  North  Coroli'iui— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Tliomaa 
Blount,  James  Holland,  Thomas  Keenan,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Richard  StanfonI,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Jos. 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

From  Tenneeeee — William  Dickson,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  South  Carolina — Levi  Casey,  Ellas  Earle, 
Thomas  Moore,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

From  Georgia — Peter  Early,  Cowles  Mead,  and 
David  Meriwether. 

From  OAio— Jeremiah  Morrow. 

Delegate  from  the  Miseieeippi  Territory — William 
Lattimore. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present,  the  House  proceed- 
ed, by  f>allot,to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker ;  and,  upon 
examiuine  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  voles  of 
the  whole  House  wa^  found  io  favorot  Nathaniel 
Macon,  one  of  the  Representative:}  fur  the  State 
of  North  Carolina:  Whereupon,  Mr.  Macon  was 
conducted  to  the  Chair,  from  whence  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  House  as  follows: 

<'  Gentlemen :  Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor 
you  have  conferred  on  me.  Permit  me  to  assure  you, 
that  my  utmost  endeavors  will  be  exerted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  with  fidelity,  impartiality,  and 
industry ;  and  that  I  shall  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
liberal  and  candid  support  of  the  House." 

The  House  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Cleik;  and,  upon  examining 
the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  yote«  of  the  whole 
Hou<e  was  found  in  tavor  of  John  Bscklbt. 

The  oath  to  support  the  CoDstiiuiion  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
ministering certain  oaths,"  was  administered  by 
Mr.  Nicholson,  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the 
StHie  of  Maryland,  to  the  Speaker ;  and  then  the 
-ame  oath  or  aflSrmation  was  administered  by  Mr. 
Spbakbr  to  all  the  members  preaent. 

The  same  oath,  loj^ther  with  the  oath  of  office 
prescribed  by  the  said  recrted  act,  were  also  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Spbakeb  to  the  Clerk. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  H<>u»fei8a»- 
sembled,  and  have  elected  Natuanibl  MjiDOM^  one 
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of  the  Representatives  for  North  Carolioa,  their 
Speaker ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  fiouae  di9  go 
with  the  said  message. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business;  and  that,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice  President  of'  the  United  States,  the 
Senate  have  elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith 
their  President  pro  tempore :  the  Senate  have  re- 
solved tlMit  two  Chaplams,of  differant  denoiAlnah 
tions,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly.  The  Senate  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  ptart,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  tf  fhis  Honm,  ta 
wait  on  the  Fkesideiit  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communi- 
cation that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Begolved,  That  Mr.  John  Randolph,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Crowninshield,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House^ 
jointly,  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pkemdentoftbe  United 
States,  and  inform  bim  that  a  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  that  iie  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Sergeant-at- Arqxs  to  this  House ; 
mndj  upon  ezaminiogthe  ballots,  ai  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  whole  House  was  found  in  lavor  of 
Joseph  Wheaton. 

Jiesolvedj  That  Thomas  CLAXtoK  be  appoint- 
ed Doorkeeper,  and  Thomas  Dunn  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  this  House. 

Resoltedj  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  established 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of 
proceeding  to  be  observed  in  this  House,  until  a 
revision  or  alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

Ordered^  That  a  cotnmittee  be  Appointed  to  pre- 
pare an^  report  such  standing  roles  and  orders  of 
proceedings  as  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this 
House;  and  that  Mr.  YARWtrM,Mr.  DAWSoA,Ntr. 
Tallmad()b,  Mr.  Greqo,  and  Mr.  Holland,  be 
the  said  committee. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed,  pur- 
suant to  the  standing  rule  and  orders  of  the  Houte. 
viz? 

Qmmittee  qf  Way3  and  Afean*— Mr.  John 
Randolph,  Mr.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Joseph  Clay, 
Mr.  Q,DiNCY,  Mr.  Meeiwether,  Mr.  Dickson, 
and  Mr.  Mosely. 

Ccmmiitee  qf  Commerce  and  ManufaciureB^ 
Mr.  Crowninshield,  Mr.  M'Crebry,  Mr.  Leib, 
Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr. 

MUMPORD. 

Committee  qf  IHectiont^^^r.  Findlby,  Mr.  Ei/- 
MBR,  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Chittbitden,  Mr.  SoHums- 
MAK,  Mr.  BiowELL,  and  Mr.  Ellis. 

CommUtee  of  dutms^Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr. 
HOLMES,  Mr.  Bedtngbr,  Mr.  Stanford,  Mr. 
Stanton,  Mr.  Moore  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
M«ORt  of  Sottth  Oftfoima. 


CommUteeqfEemsalcmd  Unfiniahed  Btimnesa^ 
Mr.  TBNNfiTjMr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Claiborne. 

Besol^edj  Tbat  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  "  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
superintend  and  control  the  exMnditure  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  audit  and  settle  all  the  accounts  which 
may  be  charged  thereon. 

Amd  a  eocnmittte  Wis  af]lpditKild^  at  Mfri  <Son- 
RAD,  Mr.  Davenport,  and  Af  r.  Cdtts. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Cleck,  accompanying  a  report  of  hit 
proceedings,  in  obedience  to  n  resolution  of  the 
HoBsv,  of  the  twenty-eighth  dav  of  February 
last,  for  letting  to  the  lowest  bidder  the  printing 
work  and  supplies  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  together  with  sundry  documents  respecting 
the  same. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  ht  Appointed  ta 
inquire  whether  aiv,  and  what,  atnendiiMDls  are 
necessary  to  be  mlide  hi  the  Rtntf  eMabbshiog  ii 
Poet  Offiee  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States;  afid  thai  the  said  eommitMia  bav«  leatt 
to  report  by  bill,' or  otherwise: 

And  ft  cron»mitf«e  waa  appiiiRtedy  of  Mr.  Ttto- 
MAS,  Mr.  RoBBRT  WaiTBBiLL)  Mf.  Bbtton,  Mr. 
CooKB,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  SroMBi, 
Mr.  CovfiiotON,  Mr.  CLty^oit,  Mr.  8Aiiiird«i>. 
Mr.  WtLEfAMS  of  North  Carolhia,  Mr.  R«ba  erf 
Tentiefssei*,  Mr.  Williams  of  Sorfth  Oi^IiM, 
Mr.  Meade,  Mr.  MtoRRcr^  of  Ohio,  Mr.  SotrrH- 
ARD,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Orderedy  Tbat  the  Clerk  df  this  Hotiie  caoM 
the  memx^rs  to  be  ftiraished,  during  the  pfeseni 
sessioDi  with  three  newspapers  to  eacb  member, 
such  as  the  members,  respectiiely,  shall  eboose,  to 
be  delivered  at  their  lodgings ;  and  that  if  ftaf 
member  sl^l  choose  to  take  any  newspaper  otlier 
than  a  daily  paper,  he  MmiH  be  foroished  with  w 
mnnir  of  suoh  peq[>era^  sb«ll  not  «xcead4b»|NBi«e 
of  ft  daily  paper. 

Mr.  JofiW  AanboIiph,  ftoflft  tbe  jeiftt  c»lligil>e< 
ftppdittted  to  wftil  n*  tke  President  of  the  Umtod 
States,  and  notifV  him  that  aip>dr«m  of  ii*  two 
iloQMS  is  asttMled,  refxivfed  tbftt  tbe  eemttHtee 
had  perforwed  tbftt  atfjUit;  attd  that  tlM^i^itMK 
dent  sigtfifded  to  ihtm  tbat  he  wcmfd  mak«  i  eottk- 
munication  to  this  Rouse  to-morrow,  at  tw^t« 
o'clock,  by  Wiy  df  Message. 

TdB^DAir,  IMeeeiiiber  3. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  Abbam  T|U«<v 
from  Virginia ;  Georqe  W.  Campbell,  from  !!«- 
nessee;  and  Robbbt  MiiaiQif,  from  Sonih  Caro- 
lina^ appeared,  produced  their  credentiaii^  wid 
took  their  seats  in  the  Houee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoaaider  tbe  ceaakitioB 
of  the  Senate  for  tbe'  appoiniaa^nt  of  two  €3lis^ 
laiftn  oi  Congress  for  ihe  preseot  aeasion,  one  bj  * 
each  House,  to  interchange  weekly,and  conomredl 
with  the  Senate  therein. 

A  Message  was  received  from  t^  PwaMeiif  of 
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the  Uoited  States;  which  was  read,  and  refefred 
to  the  coosideratioD  of  a  Committee  of  the  WhoJe 
oa  the  stsie  of  the  (JnioD.  [For  this  Message  see 
Senate  proceedings  of  this  day's  date,  ante^  f>age 

Mr  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Wa/4  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  '^making  an 
ad^iioAal  appropriation  for  the  Naval  service. 
iariog  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aoa 
ifw;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Gonmittee  of  the  Whole  immediately. 

The  HoQa«,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
tbema,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment 
thereco ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  fo  by 
theHoase. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
raaot,  be  eagresaed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


Oq  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Clat, 
Meeoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice aad  Post  Roads  be  instrueted  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  aad  what,  abuse  exists  of  the  privilege 
of  franking  letters;  and  to  report  sueh  provision 
as,  io  their  opinion,  will  tend  to  remedy  the  same. 
Tbe  House  adjourned. 


Wbiwisdat,  December  4. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  John  Archer, 
from  Maryland,  and  William  Butler,  from 
South  Carolina,  appeared^  produced  their  creden- 
tials, and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  tbe  Naval  service,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  was  reaa  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  the  imrt  of 
this  House,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  House  was 
found  in  favor  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Glendt. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
ing* that  a  reasonable  time  may  be  allowed  to  the 
pre-emption  claimants  for  land  within  the  said 
Territory,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
srens  of  tne  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
nondred  and  three,  to  make  payment  for  the  first 
instalment  due  for  the  said  land  on  the  first  of 
January  itext,  aAer  the  date  of  the  certificate  to 
be  chanted  therefor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  inbabitants  of  the 
MWseippi  Territory,  praying  a  ri^ht  of  pre-emp- 
tion as  occupants  of  certain  public  lanas  which 
thev  have,  severally,  improved  and  settled. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition, 
together  with  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
Lie^siattve  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  which  were  presented 
to  this  House  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  last, 
beseveraflyreferredtoMr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph 
Mr.  Lattimore,  Mr.  Smilib,  Mr.  Olin,  and  Mr. 
Taoqart. 

9dl  Co9.— 9 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  House  re<- 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union*.  Mr.  Varndm  io  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  offered  the  following  resolo- 
tioaa: 

1.  Ressbfed,  That  so  mudi  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  ^  United  States,  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  qoarantins  and  health  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Cobs- 
laittee  of  Commeroe  and  Manufactures. 

3.  Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  Ifaa: 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  aggres- 
sions committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign  armed  vee- 
sels ;  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors ;  to  the 
buikUng  of  seventy-four-gun  ships ;  and  to  the  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition ;  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  organ- 
ization and  classification  of  the  militia,  and  to  tbe  aug- 
mentation of  our  land  forces,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Resohedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  Hie 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  our  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Previous  to  a  decision  on  these  resolutions,  Mr. 
BtDWELL  rose  and  said  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
offer  an  additional  resolution  relative  to  a  subject 
not  embraced  in  them. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  the  resolutions 
first  offered  must,  in  point  of  order,  be  first  decided 
upon,  after  which  the  resolution  aliuded  to  could 
be  received,  or  it  might  be  read  in  argument  while 
they  were  under^consideration. 

The  foregoing*  resolutions  were  then  severally 
read,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  would  offer  another 
resolution,  the  substance  of  which  was  not  em* 
braced  in  the  resolutions  submitted  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  viz : 

Reached,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  ' 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  unjustifiable  construction  lately  given 
by  some  of  them  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  regarde 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  said  this  resolution  embraced,  in  . 
some  measure,  his  object ;  but.  as  it  did  not  ex-  , 
actly  comport  with  it,  he  would  take  the  liberty  , 
of  readins^,  by  way  of  argument,  the  resolution 
which  he  had  prepared.    Mr.  B.  then  read  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  injuries  done  to  ua 
as  a  neutral  nation,  by  the  interpolation  of  new,  unjust, 
and  unacknowledged  principles  into  the  law  of  nations, ' 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruction  to  , 
inquire  in  what  respects,  and  to  what  extent,  our  neu-  .' 
tral  rights  have  thus  been  violated,  and  whst  legislativo 
measures  the  true  interest  of  the  United  States  requires 
to  counteract  such  violations. 

Mr.  BiDWEi<L  remarked  that  this  resolution  went 
further  than  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  So  far  as  that  resolution  went  it  met 
his  ideas.    But  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  ftuther; 
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and,  should  it  not  be  adopted,  he  would  afterward 
more  the  one  he  bad  just  read.  His  reason  for 
thinking  the  House  od^t  to  go  further  was  this: 
We  bare  been  informed  by  the  President  that 
new  prineiplet  have  been  interpolated  by  foreign 
Powers  into  the  law  of  nations.  What  these 
principles  are  is  oot  staled,  eaeept  in  oneinetanoe. 
To  WM£  eoDtent  thay  hava  been  earried,  we  are 
natinfatoied.  We  bave,  it  is  true,  oot-door  in* 
formation  on  the  subject,  but  not  of  soeh  a^nature 
a» to  justiiy  ottr  aeting  in  our  legislative  capacity. 
TtMNMB  priiici)>les,  as  weM  as  the  injuries  we  have 
rteeived,  were,  in  his  opinion,  a  proper  subject  for 
thr  inrestigation  of  a  committee. 

Mh  NioHOLSoif  said  he  could  not  conceive  iu 
What  the  two  resolutions  differed,  except  In  lan- 
guagpe.  They  both  embraced  the  same  object.  In 
one  respect  only  they  differed.  While  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  j^entleman  from  Massachusetts  refer- 
red the  subject  to  a  select  committee^  his  own 
resolution  referred  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Tha  investigation  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  oould  be  as  well  made  by  the  Cooa- 
mittoe  of  Ways  and  Means^  as  by  a  select  ooanr 
mittee.  Nor  was  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  to 
^ive  them  any  instructions.  If  the  subject  required 
investigation,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  make  it, 
and  to  lay  the  result  of  the  investigation  before 
the  House.  It  would  be  allowed,  that  it  was  a 
subject  in  which  the  revenue  was  most  deeply  in- 
terested, and  as  such  properly  the  province  or  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  For  his  own 
part,  said  Mr.  N.,  be  could  have  no  objection  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts ;  but,  as  his  own  resolution  embraced  the 
aam^  object  and  went  to  the  same  extent,  he  per- 
ceived no  reason  against  adopting  it. 

Mr.  duiNCT  could  not  agree  that  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  either 
embraced  the  same  object,  or  went  to  the  same 
length  with  that  proposed  by  his  colleague.  He 
tnoughi  that  offered  by  his  colleague  far  prefera- 
ble, as  it  was  more  extensive  in  its  views.  He  was 
of  opinion^  that,  whatever  committee  was  appoint- 
ed should  inrestiffate  the  nature  of  the  principles 
alluded  to  in  the  Message,  as  well  as  tbemeasures 
referred  to.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
w^re  not  bound  to  make  a  special  report  on  the 
subject;  they  might  content  themselves  with  a 
general  one ;  aDdlt  blight  be  necessarv  afterward 
to  appoint  a  new  committee  to  make  tne  requisite 
investigation.  Mf.  Q,.  was  the  more  anxious,  as 
he  thouffbt  it  necessarjr  that  a  complete  invrsti 
gfttion  should  be  made  in  the  House  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  principles  referred  to  in  the 
Mes?«ge. 

Mr.  Blliot  said  he  did  not  perfectly  under- 
stiiiid  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  when  he  told 
them  that  the  subject  contemplated  to  be  referred, 
naturally  and  exclusively  fell  wthin  the  proper 
jurisdiction  of  the  Com  mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

It  would  be  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  sub- 
ject was  not  only  important,  but  likewise  novel. 
Our  attention  is  forcibly  called,  in  the  Message,  to 
this  as  a  subject  of  the  first  importance: 

''Mew  principles,  too,  have  been  interpolated  into 


the  law  of  nations,  founded  neither  in  justice  nor  the 
usage  or  acknowledgment  of  nations.  According  to 
these,  a  belligerent  takes  to  itself  a  commerce  with 
its  own  enemy,  which  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  the 
ground  of  its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.  But 
reason  revolts  at  soch  an  ineonsistencyt  and  idb» 
nentral  haling  equal  right  with  the  beBigevent  to  de- 
cide the  qufiitioB,  the  intesMlB  of  ear  oanstitiaeats,  a»i 
the  doty  of  maintaining  the  aathority  of  reason,  tlia 
onl^  umpire  between  just  nations,  impose  on  ns  tbs 
obhgation  of  providing' aaefiMstoal  and  detenained  op* 
position  to  a  doctrine  so  injurious  to  the  rights  of  pesos- 
able  nations.'* 

Our  attention  is  oatted  to  the  imnortant  point  of 
new  interpolatioos  into  tiM  law  of  nations,  or  ia 
other  words,  to  the  adoption  by  the  Gbvonimeat 
of  OBO  or  more  foreign  Fowers  of  what  is  consid- 
ered as  a  modifioatioa  of  tiie  anetoai  laws  of  no* 
tioos,  as  accommodating  them  to  their  wtshai^ 
and  as  introducing  new  principles  which  they 
wish  to  impose  upoa  other  nations.  How  a  attb- 
jeot  so  important  naturally  and  necessarily  belooga 
to  tJie  Commktes  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say.  But,  says  the  gentle* 
maji,  it  is  a  queMion  of' revenue.  How  so?  It 
may  affect  the  revenue  i ncldea tall y ;  hot  tbeqoes- 
tion  of  revenue,  from  its  comparative  unimport- 
ance, is  at  once  merged  and  lost  in  the  more  im- 
portant question,  whether  we  shall  passively 
submit  to  the  introduction  of  new  principles  to  be 
imposed  upon  neutrals,  by  any  Government  what- 
ever, however  powerful  or  extensive  its  influence. 
On  this  subject,  Mr.  EL  said,  he  thought,  as  it  ap- 
peared by  the  Message  the  Executive  thought, 
that  it  po^essed  ^reat  importance  in  itsiclf.  Nor 
did  he  conceive  it  possible  to  present  any  view 
more  important  than  that  taken  by  the  resolution 
of  the  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  fully  competent  to  an  investigation 
of  the  subject;  in  their  ability  to  investigate  it^he 
had  full  confidence.  But  he  thought  they  had 
sufficient  business  in  their  proper  sphere  to  occupy 
their  attention.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  tna 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land would  be  rejected,  and  that  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachuseus  substituted  in  its 
room. 

Mr.  Qrboo  thought  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  fully  attain  his  object  by  offering 
a  part  of  the  resolution  he  bad  read,  as  an  amend- 
ment  to  the  resolution  before  the  House.  The 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  embraoed  two  dis- 
tinct parts  I  the  first  regarded  the  objects  to  be 
inquired  into,  and  the  last  instructed  the  commit- 
tee how  to  act.  The  resolution  of  the  ji^entleman 
from  Maryland  •  m braces  the  same  object.  The 
end,  therefore,  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Massachv- 
setts  would  be  fully  gtined  by  adding  the  instraet* 
ive  part  of  his  own  resolotioo  to  the  resolution 
Under  discussion.  As  to  the  difference  between  a 
s  andiikg  and  ftelect  committee,  it  was  not  so  ioa- 
nortant  as  it  appeared  to  be  to  the  gentl^Aan  from 
Vermont.  The  subject,  from  its  character,  natu-> 
rally  came  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  s  and  it  was  understood  that  standing  corn- 
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mittees  went  tfarbti^  th^  bu^tlle^  referred   to 
tliem  mA  more  regt^tfrity  than  a  se)e<it  cota- 

Mr.  BiBWBLL  said,  tbttt  if  g^tttlemeo  iattenti  rely 
considered  the  two  resoiotiotts,  they  would  fiod 
that  tlie  revolution  offered  by  the  fentlemaD  from 
MarylaBd  did  nbt  go  to  the  ^me  extent  with  the 
ivsolucion  which  he  had  the  honor  of  proposing. 
The  former  referred  to  bat  on&  principle,  and  lim- 
iled  the  ttibject  to  considerations  eoriae<ited  with 
reveoae.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  from  out-door 
itfbrmatioB,  it  would  b^  fbnnd  that  various  prin- 
eiples  bad  been  assofhed  relative  to  the  law  of 
BtfiioBf  to  which  we  mi|^t  not  as  a  neutral  na- 
tf  ott  choose  to  submit.  It  was  true  that  the  subject 
il«rf  connected  wfih  the  revenue;  so,  however, 
was  everv  subject.  Bvery  subject,  whether  con- 
neeted  with  a  state  ofpeace  or  war,  would  beces* 
awftf ,  more  or  less,  affect  the  revenue.  Though 
titis  was  the  case  with  this  subject,  it  ou^ht  not  to 
h#  eotfsldefed  as  primarily  connected  with  reve- 
Bse.  Under  present  eircumstnttces,  we  do  not 
consider  it  principally  as  etmirected  with  finance, 
but  with  other  subjects.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had' no 
particular  wishes  with  regard  to  the  committee  to 
be  appointed  in  this  instance ;  but  he  did  wish 
the  subject  examined  in  more  extensive  views 
tbao  was  contemplated  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  NioHOLaow  observed  that  the  principal  ob- 
jection made  to  the  resolution  he  had  offered  was 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
not  bound  to  investigate  the  subject,  nnd  submit 
to  the  House  the  result  of  their  investigation. 
Some  gentlemen  think  k  necessary  that  instruc- 
tions should  be  given  to  the  committee  to  insure 
ancb  an  investigation.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  had 
kBOwa  instances  within  the  course  of  the  six  past 
years,  in  which  a  subject,  apparently  simplcj  had 
produced  a  voluminous  report  without  any  in- 
atnictioii  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  huown  other 
lostaoceB  in  which  a  subject  of  great  importance 
had  been  referred,  on  which  there  had  been  re- 
ported a  simple  resolotteU,  which  afterwatd  be- 
eiMne  the  sabjeet  of  argtuaent  wtthiii  these  walik 
If  ia  this  case  an  iavestipatioa  is  desired,  tberefis 
no  doubt  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  M^ns 
can  taalK  it,  and  give  the  resuk  to  ttie  House.  Re 
recollected,  some  years  ago,  a  simple  resolution 
was  referred  to  a  cwnmittee  of  which  he  had  the 
beaer  to  be  chairmaa.  They  considered  the  sub- 
ject ef  vast  impurtaace,  and  thought  itproper,  in 
tbeir  report,  to  go  at  length  into  it.  The  report 
waa  aMuJe,aod  on  it  was  predicated  the  exteubive 
porchaae  of  Lovisiana.  Yet,  in  this  case,  there 
arete  ao  instmctioos  given*  Thecommittee,  not- 
withstanding, thought  it  their  doty  to  inquire  into 
this  subject ;  they  aeeordingly  did  inquire,  and 
made  the  report  alloded  to. 

In  every  point  of  light  ia  which  the  present 
sobyect  eoold  be  viewed,  it  would  be  found  to 
aftvt  the  revenue.  There  are  various  ways  in 
which  we  may  attack  the  belligeheAt  nations.  We 
may  attack  them  by  land  or  by  sea.  The  prepa- 
latiohs  required  for  this  purpose  may  not  sink  our 
pfearat  i^venue,  but  reader  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  noMOg  addiiionat  r«v«tiie.    Shotdd  thart 


be  a'  noh-iniportation  act,  Which  had  lately  been 
a  sul^ect  of  discussion  in  ihe  public  prints,  it 
would  tiecessaritv  affect  our  revenue,  and  betore 
it  could  be  agr^a  to  or  acted  on,  it  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  Commiitee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  enter  into  an  investigation  how  the 
necessary  revjenue  could  be  pbiakied.  If  we  resort 
to  the  expedient  of  raising  the  duties  on  manufac- 
tured  articles,  he  would  ask  if  that  were  not  a 
proper  subject  for  the  Comocittee  of  Ways  and 
Means?  The  measure  could  not  but  afiect  our 
revenue  deeply,  and  would  it  pot  become  ne* 
cessary  for  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  inquire  to  what  extent  the  duties  might  be 
laid  without  producing  the  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  new  taxes.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  desirous  of  instructing  the 
committee,  he  bad  no  objection  so  to  modify  his 
resolution  as  to  add  to  it  the  latter  part  of  the  res- 
olution offered  by  him. 

So  modified,  the  resolution  was  read  from  the 
Chair,  as  follows: 

''  Reaohedy  That  somnoh  of  the  Message  of  (he  Pfss- 
ident  of  the  United  States^  as  relates  ti>  the  oondoct  of 
the  belligerent  Powere  toward  the  United  States^  and 
to  the  unjustifiable  construction  Utely  given  by  some 
of  them  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  regards  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instruction  to  inquire  in  what'  respectSy 
and  to  what  extent  our  neutral  rights  have  been  vio- 
lated, and  what  legislative  nieasures  the  true  interest 
of  the  United  States  requires  to  counteract  such  viola- 
tions." 

Mr.  BiDWELL  inquired  to  what  committee  the 
defensive  measures  recommeocled  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  been  referred  ? 

The  Chairman  replied  to  a  select  committee* 

Mr.  BinwELL  said  that  subject  appeared  to  him 
as  much  connected  with  the  revenue,  as  principles 
which  respected  the  laVof  nations.  Ifthat  sub- 
ject had  been  referred,  with  propriety,  to  a  select, 
committee,  surely  this  roi^t  alsio,  as  it  wds  not 
so  necessarily  connected  with  revenue  as  to  niake 
it  the  pleculiar  business  of  the  Committee  oTW^ft 
aUdM^aos. 

Mi*.  Smilie  remarked  that,  it  appeared  thai  the 
ideas  of  both  the  gentlemen  Were  incorporated  in 
the  resolution  as  it  stood;  and  that  the  only.sMbr 
sisting  difference  was  as  to  the  committee.  This 
was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  occupy  much 
of  their  time.  The  subject  might  most  properly 
{i:o  to  a  commercial  committee ;  but.  as  he  believed 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  ^Means  perfectly 
competent,  he  should  not  object*to  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutioui 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ayes  56,  noes  42. 

The  Committee  ruse  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tions, which  the  House  immediately  took  into 
consideration. 

The  first,  secotid,  thirds  and  fourth,  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division ;  and  the  fifth — ayes  57. 

Th6  second  resolution  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Dawson,  N.  Williams,  Blount,  Blv,  DAaar, 
and  FisK. 

The  third  rMotatloa  was  nArrsd  to  Mfessrk^ 
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Varnum,  Basset,  Sturoes,  Lambert,  Rea  of 
Ptfnnsylvania,  Marion,  and  Blake. 

And  the  fourth,  to  Mes>rs.  Gregg.  Garnett, 
BiDWELL.,  Goldsborouqh,  Hodqh,  Wynns,  and 
Russell. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  James  Kelly,  from 
Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Gantt  to  be  one  of  the  Chaplains  to  Congress, 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  John  C  Smith  observed  that  the  House  at 
their  last  session,  had  had  before  them  a  subject  of 
consider?bIe  importance,  which  not  having  been 
then  definitively  acted  upon,  he  thought  it  would 
be  proper  again  to  talte  into  consideration.  He 
therefore  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  description  of  claims 
against  <fhe  United  Statea  are  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitatioDs,  which  in  reason  and  justice  onght  to  be 
provided  for;  and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  considered, 
agreed  to,  and  referred  toa  committee  of  seventeen 
members,  viz. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Bedinger, 
Mr.  Stanford,  Mr.  Stanton,  Mr.  Moore  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Thompson  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Green,  Mr. 
Chittenden,  Mr.  Halsey.  Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  An- 
derson, Mr.  Campbell  or  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mor- 
row of  Ohio,  Mr.  Meriwether,  and  Mr.  Jackson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conrad,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

lUsobftd,  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  House  be  al- 
lowed the  same  sum,  as  has  heretofore  been  allowed, 
for  the  purposes  of  employing  men  and  horses  to  ena- 
ble him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office. 
.  Mr.  Leib  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Itesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Mr.  Leib  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  at 
the  end  of  every  session  heretofore,  it  had  been 
Qsuai  to  submit  propositions  for  an  extra  allow- 
ance to  the  officers  of  the  House.  It  was  desira- 
ble (hat  the  compensation  of  the  officers  should  be 
foed.  That  they  might  be  fixed,  and  that  no 
similar  proposition  should  be  offered  hereafter,  was 
his  reason  for  offering  this  resolution. 

The  House  immediately  took  it  up,  agreed  to 
it,  and  referred  it  to  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  the  petitions  heretofore 
presented  for  and  against  a  bridge  across  the  Poto- 
mac^at  the  city  of  Wa>hington,  were  referred  to  a 
cofum.iitee  of  five  members,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Mary- 
l»Bd|  Mr.  Lbwis,  Mr»  MAoaotiBB,jaiidMf.BuTLBB. 


Friday.  December  6. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Joseph  Clat  be  appointed 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
fifth  instant,  so  much  of  the  Meaeage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  aggres- 
sions committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign  armed 
vessels ;  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors ; 
to  the  building  of  seventy-four  gun  ships;  and  ta 
the  prohibiting  of  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition ;  in  the  room  ol  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  is 
absent.  -  •.  ^ 

Mr.  Alston  remarked  that  a  memorial  f r^  a 
number  of  merchants  from  North  Caiolioa,;pKi^« 
ing  for  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entn^lil: 
Plymouth  had  been  presented  at  the  last  seBSKui) 
to  which  effect  a  bill  had  been  brought  in  y  but 
that,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  important  buaioea^ 
it  had  el^er  been  rejected  or  postponed.  He 
wished  the  subject  to  be  again  taken  into  cooi- 
sideration.  To  which  end  be  moved  the  refra- 
ence  of  the  memorial  to  the  Commiuee  of  Con^ 
merce  and  Manufactures. — Agreed  to. 

ARMY  RULES,  &c 

Mr.  Varnum  said  it  would  be  recotleeted  that 
th^  rules  and  regulations  for  the  |overnmeot  of 
the  Army  had  never  been  revised  since  the  era  of 
the  present  Government;  and  that  conseijuently 
the  rules  and  regulations  established  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  still  continued  in  force,  though 
our  circumtitances  had  materially  changed.  From 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  he  thought  it  became 
necessary  that  a  revision  snould  take  place,  that 
they  might  be  adapted  to  the  provisions  under 
the  present  Government.  An  attempt  to  this 
effect  had  been  made  during  the  two  last  sessions: 
and  in  this  House  a  bill  had  passed,  which  baa 
been  rejected  in  the  Senate.  He  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  became  the  House,  by  again  attending 
to  the  subject,  to  do  their  duty ;  and  if  neglect 
should  attatsh  anywhere,  it  should  be  at  the  pro- 
per door.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Resohed{  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepfara 
rules  and  regulatioBa  for  the  government  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  ssren  membeis 
appointed. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  that  relates  to  aggrea- 
siiios  committed  on  our  coasts,  dbc.,  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  report  by  bill  or  bills,  reported  in 
part  a  bill  prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  ex* 
porution  or  arms  an'd  ammunition  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ma4e  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

[This  bill  prohibits  the  exportation  of  the  ordi- 
nary warlike  articles  until  the  —  day  of  — — % 
and  declares  all  such  as  do  not  constitute  a  part  of 
the  equipment  of  a  vessel,  forfeited,  and  in  case 

the  same  in  value  exceed dollars,  declares 

the  vessel  forfeited.] 

On  a  motion  made  to  refer  to  a  select  oommittee 
the  memorial  of  the  Ohio  Company,  presented  the 
lastsession,  the  House  divided— ayes  63.  Carried, 
and  a  committee  of  thrae  membeia  appointed. 
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COLLECTION  OP  DUTIES,  Ac. 
Mr.  Leib  offered  the  foJIowiog  resolutioo: 
Saohedy  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Maonfiuitiires  be  instrocted  to  inqinre  into  the  expedi- 
encf  of  so  far  amending  the  act  to  regoiate  the  collec- 
tion of  daticw  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as  to  extend  the 
ttme  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of 
goods  exported  for  drawback;  and  to  authorize  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  grant  relief  to  those 
who  have  forfeited  their  claims  to  debentures  by  ex- 
ceeding the  ten  days  assigned  by  law  for  Uking  the 
oath  and  giving  bond,  where  no  intention  of  fraud 
■hall  appear. 

Mr.  Lbib  observed  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  heretofore  at  every  session  of  Congress  peti- 
cioos  had  been  offered  complaininff  of  hardships 
uder  this  act  and  soliciting  relief.  If  redress  were 
to  be  given,  it  ought  to  be  under  a  general  and  not  a 
Bpeeial  provision.  At  any  rate  it  would  be  allow- 
ed to  be  advisable  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
czpedieoey  of  making  such  provision. 

Mr.CBowNiNSHiBLD  hopcd  the  refereuce  won)d 
obtain,  as  he  bad  been  acquaioted  with  several 
hard  eases  uoder  the  present  provisions  of  law. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  provision  under  the  same 
act.  that  related  to  the  size  of  the  casks  and  the 
weight  of  the  packages  in  which  it  is  made  neces- 
aary  to  import  sundry  articles.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  some  of  these  restrictions  were  use- 
to*  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue,  at  the  same 
^me  that  they  embarrassed  the  merchauL  If  this 
were  so  they  should  be  dispensed  with.  To  make 
the  proper  inquiry  on  this  point  he  moved  the 
followii^  resolution: 

Mewohed,  That  tiie  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufoctnres  be  instracted  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  amendSag  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
•on  iinpovts  and  tonnage,  so  far  as  rehtes  to  the  unport- 
atien  of  malt  liqnors,  distilled  spirits,  and  loaf  and 
lamp  sugar,  in  casks,  vessels,  or  packages  of  a  limited 
capaci^  and  weight,  and  to  report  theraon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Grego  said  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
fioase  a  resolution  on  a  subject  of  considerable 
imnortaoce,  wbich  had  engaged  the  House  atsev- 
jeral  of  its  previous  sessions,  and  which  was  gen- 
erally known  by  the  name  of  the  Yazoo  claims. 
The  discussions  on  tbissubject  had  occupied  much 
tinae,  and  had  excited  greater  irritation  than  any 
other  subject  within  these  walls.  He  supposed 
there  was  no  probability  that  the  subject  would 
be  permitted,  by  the  claimants,  to  sleep,  while  the 
aet  appropriating  five  millions  was  permitted  to 
remain  in  force.  His  obiect  was,  to  repeal  that 
•cL  Bjr  this  step  the  claimants  would  not  be 
placed  m  a  worse  situation,  as  the  courts  of  jus- 
lice  would  be  open  to  them.  Mr.  G.  said  h^  did 
not  expect  the  House  immediatelv  to  act  on  this 
resolution,  though  he  was  prepared,  at  once.  tQ  go 
Into  it.  But  as  it  was  imporunt,  and  related  to  a 
tubject  on  which  the  papers  were  ? oluminous,  he 


would  be  satisfied  that  it  should  lie  for  some  time 
on  the  table,  the  more  especially,  that  new  meoa- 
bers  might  become  acquaioted  with  it.  He  (hen 
offered  the  following  r^^olution : 

Resohedt  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  aet 
regutatmg  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,"  as  appropriates  any  portion  of 
said  lands  ibr  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  or 
compensatmg  any  claims  to  the  said  lands,  derived  from 
any  act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
neither  recognised  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  nor  embraced  by  the  two  first  sections  of  the 
above-mentioned  act,  be  repealed. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDIAN  LANDS. 
Mr.  Grego  observed  that  they  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  President,  in  his  communication  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  that  several  purchases 
of  lands  had  been  made  from  the  Indians,  which 
were  the  more  advantageous  from  their  vicinity 
to  thick  settlements.    It  became  necessary  to  make 

f)ro vision  for  the  surveying  and  disposal  of  these 
ands.  He  believed  that  some  amendments  woui4 
be  found  necessary  in  the  ezistiuff  land  laws,  par* 
ticularly  with  regard  to  lands  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Detroi  t.  He  therefore  submitted  the  folio wiofg 
resolution : 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  alterations  or  amend* 
ments  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  several  acts  pro- 
viding for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  suggested  the  propriety  of 
permitting  the  resolutioo  to  lie  on  the  table,  until 
the  treaties  ceding  the  land  had  been  ratified  and 
carried  into  effect.  It  might  also,  he  added,  be 
found  that  the  law  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
southwest  of  the  Ohio  required  modification. 

Mr.  Gbegg  acquiescing  in  this  disposition  of 
the  resolution,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  DOCUMENTa 

A  Message  was  delivered  from  the  PRESiDBifT 
OP  THE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secre- 
tary, as  follows : 

"  M'.  Speaker  .•  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  deliver  you  a  Message  in  writing.** 

The  Speaker  having  received  and  opened  a 
packet  of  considerable  size,  observed  tnat  th6 
Message  was  confidential,  and  thereupon  ordered 
the  galleries  to  be  cleared. 

In  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  doors  were 
opened,  when  it  appeared  that  part  of  the  com* 
munications  made  by  the  President  were  confiden- 
tial, and  that  the  members  of  the  House  remained 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy  with  reg[ard  to 
them  ;  and  that  another  part  was  not  confidentiaL 
This  part  embraces,  among  others,  the  following 
documents :  ' 

1.  A  letter  iW>m  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Seer^^uy 

of  State,  dated  October  S(4, 1806,  in  which,  after  stating 

the  preparations  making  by  the  Spaaiaida  it  Pensaeola 

and  other  places,  he  says:  "I  flaMSr  myself  that  hostil 
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ities  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  may  be  avoid- 
ed, and  that  an  honorable  adjustment  of  our  difierenoes 
may  ensue.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  Span- 
ish agents  calculate  on  a  speedy  rupture,  and  are  making 
all  the  preparations  that  their  means  permit  to  com- 
IpeQce  the  war  in  tbis  quarter." 

2. 8utement«req>ecti9g  the  detention  of  the  Ameri- 
qai  gunboats. 

3.  Concespo^dence  between  Goyemor  Claiborne  an^ 
the  Marquis  de  CasA  Calvo,  on  exempting  the  Spanish 
offucen  from  municipal  taxes. 

4.  CorrespQAdence  between  Governor  Williams^  of 
the  l^ississippi  Territory,  f  n4  GoTeisior  Grandpre,  with 
fnndry  communications  to  the  Secretary  of  Stete  on 
outrages  committed  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

6.  Documents  to  show  that  the  settlement  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Red  riyer,  at  which  a  principal  aggression 
took  place,  was  originally  made  by  France,  while  poe- 
•essing  Louisiana,  and  came  to  the  possession  of  Spain 
only  by  the  general  deliyei^  of  Louisiana  to  her,  and  as 
a  part  of  it. 

6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.  Pinckney,  dated  August, 
1806,  as  well  as  one  dated  September  22,  1805,  respect- 
ing Spanish  spoliations. 

7.  Communications  from  Goy.  Claiborne,  dated  Oo 
tober  24, 1805,  respecting  obstructions  on  the  Mobile. 

8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commandant  of  the  ship 
Huntress  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 
Mr.  Varwui  said  that  during  the  late  ReTolu- 
tionary  war  with  Great  Briuto,  the  Qovernmeot 
of  ti^e  ynited  States  tboMSbt  proper  to  place  on 
tbe  iDOPsion  list  cectain  om^s  and  soldiers  mko 
lutd  heea  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  war.  It  had 
MO  bappeiu^  that,  from  a  yariety  of  cireniastaJices, 
a  large  number  of  our  meritorious  officers  and  so^ 
4ierf,  of  this  description^  had  uot  been  placed  on 
the  list.  A  member  of  them  had  kept  bacic,  and 
omittejd  reaping  the  benefit  of  this  provision^  un- 
der the  expectation  of  supporting  themselves  hy 
their  own  industry,  or  by  the  assistance  of  their 
friends.    He  believed  that  many  bad  been  prompt- 

Stb  this  b)r  the  most  lauclabie  ijootiyes.  Many  of 
<m  had  since  found  themselves  unable  to  earn 
a  decent  subsistence.  A  number  of  petitions  of 
this  kind  had,  this  moraine,  been  referred  to  the 
Copomi^ee  of  Claims.  M,t.  V.  said  it  \ras  his 
wish  that  a  general  and  ample  provision  should 
be  made  for  all  those  who  had  been  disabled  in 
th^  Revfpjutionary  war.  The  incjependence  and 
happy  situation  of  our  country  were  owing  to 
their  exertions,  and  our  wealth  now  enabled  us  to 
make  an  ample  provision.    He  therefore  moved : 

*'  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire what  farther  measures  are  necessary  to  be  adopted 
l9  remunerate  the  meritorious  services  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  were  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  with  Grei^t  Britain,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bin  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  im^mediately  taken  up  and 
•greed  to. 

Monday,  December  9. 
8#fWtL  othar HMffnft^enf*  to  wit:  ftopa  Virginia, 
BnwiiN  (SaAy,  and  Walt^?  JoNna;  from  New 
Amk,  HfiiuT  W.  Lav4NoaToii  aad  SurBALBr 


WicKBS ;  and  from  Georgia,  Joseph  Bryan  ;  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials  was  qualified 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Lma  presented  a  petition  of  the  late  crew 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  repcesen ting  that  ihey 
have  been  advised  that  under  the  maritime  regu- 
lations of  the  United  States,  persons  uken  by  the 
Barbary  Powers  are  allowed  on  their  release  a 
pecuniary  compensation  for  clothing:  received  du- 
ring their  captivity,  and  some  small  sum  for  to- 
bacco and  other  articles,  usually  called  jail-mo- 
ney, for  which  they  have  received  no  compensa- 
tion ;  but  that  these  extraordinary  expenses  have 
been  deducted  from  their  pay,  and  jprajing  re- 
lief.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  Bryan  presented  a  petition  from  Thooaa 
Spalding,  representing  that  at  tbe  late  general 
election  in  Georgia  for  Representatives,  he  bad  m 
a  greater  number  of  the  vo^es  given  than  Cowlea 
Mead,  returned  as  a  member,  and  praying  tbat  he 
may  be  admitted  to  a  seat.  The  petition  states, 
that  by  an  act  of  Georgia  it  is  directed  that  wilh- 
in  twenty  five  4ays  after  tl^e  day  of  election  Uie 
votes  shall  be  counted,  and  that  the  Governor 
shall  thereupon  make  proclamation  of  tbe  per- 
sons haviog  Uie  greatest  number  of  votes  and  iasoe 
their  commissions;  that  at  tbe  expiration  of  that 
time  the  votes  of  the  counties  oi  Camdeo,  Lib- 
erty, and  Tatiyalf  were  not  received  at  the  Exec- 
utive office,  owing  to  which  Mr.  Mead  bad  tbea 
a  majority;  hut  wat  on  receiving  them  it  ajk- 
peared  that  the  petitioner  bad  4.^  and  the  ait- 
ting  member  only  4,465  votes.  That  the  failuie 
to  transmit  the  yotes  of  those  counties  aroaefroia 
an  act  ot  Gk>d ;  that  there  was  a  burricaae  on  the 
8th  of  December,  which  flooded  the  couolrv, 
swept  away  the  brid^,  an^  rendered  tiie  roafU 
impassable,  and  that  it  was  ^ot  uumI  the  ex{Mra* 
tion  of  the  limited  time  that  these  ahatrucUona 
were  removed.— Petition  referred  ^  ^^  Commil- 
tee  of  J^lection^. 

EXPORTATION  OP  ARMS,  Ac 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  *•  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  tbe  exportation  or  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States." 
The  Chairman  having  read  the  bill,  as  ioUowa: 
8x0.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ift..  That  it  shall  not  be  law^ 
M  to  export  from  the  Uaited  Btates  any  cannon,  mua- 
keta,  iMstola>  bayoaeta,  awovda,  catlaaseo,  maakat-balla, 
lead,  bombs,  grenades,  gunpowder,  sulji^nr,  or  aaJ^>a. 
tre ;  but  the  exportation  of  all  the  aforeaaid  artidea  is 
hereby  prohibited  until  . 

8bc  3.  And  bt  it  further  maOidy  Thai  aojr  q£  tba 
aforesaid  articles,  excepting  fuqh  of  them  as  n»a7  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any  vessel  which, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  prohibition,  shall  be 
found  on  board  of  any  vessel  in  any  river,  port,  baj  or 
harbor  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  put 
on  board  with  an  intent  to  be  exported  from  the  tou- 
ted Sutes,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  in  case  the  value 

thereof  shall  amount  to  dollan,  the  veasel  on 

board  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  together  with 
bet  tackle»  ippaiel,  aad  ftimiture,  sfaafl  ^  be  for* 
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felted :  Providedy  nevertheless.  That  nothing  in  this  act 
lAiall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transport- 
ation of  any  of  the  articles  aforesaid  from  one  port  to 
another  port  within  the  United  States,  in  any  vessel 
having  a  ficense  as  a  coasting-vessel,  the  master,  agent 
or  owner  of  which  shall  have  given  bond  with  one  or 
man  taffictent  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  district 
imm  which  such  vessel  is  about  to  depart,  in  a  sum 
iaMe  the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  such  of  the 
nid  articles  as  may  be  ladtn  on  board  her ;  that  the 
said  articles  shall  be  relanded  and  delivered  in  some 
port  of  Uie  United  States ;  or  to  prevent  the  ezporta- 
tioii  of  any  of  the  above  articles  on  public  account, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of 
the  articles  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions 
of  thia  act,  be  «iported  from  the  United  States,  the 
vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  exported,  to-' 
^ether  with  her  taeUe,  apparel  and  ftirniture,  shall  be 
ftrieited ;  and  the  captain  or  master  of  such  vessel, 
knowingly  ofiending  in  the  premises,  shall  be  liable  to 
ind&ctment,  and  upon  conviction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  exceeding dollars ;  which  shall  be  dis- 
tributed in  like  manner  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  as  to 
ottier  forfeitures  incurred  under  this  act. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  H further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
doty  oif  the  custom-house  officers,  and  of  all  persons 
enpJoyed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to  attend  to 
tiie  exeentlon  of  this  law,  and  all  forfeitures  and  pen- 
alties incurred  under  it,  and  not  otherwise  directed  to 
be  prosecuted  and  recovered,  shall  be  sued  for,  prose- 
cuted, adjudged  and  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  in  the  act,  ^ititled  <*'An  act  to  provide  more 
effbetoaUy  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  on  goods,  wafea»  and  merebandise  imparted  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  Ibe  tonnage  ef  ships  and 
veseeis." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCbbbry,  the  words 
^  fug  iron  and  brass"  were  iaeened  in  the  first 
section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  blank  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section  was  filled  with  the  words 
'^  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
longer;  "the  blank  in  the  second  section  with 
^one  hundred,"  and  that  in  the  third  section  with 
^  one  thousand." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  fourth  section 
was  so  amended  as  to  strike  out  the  title  of  the 
act  recited,  and  to  introdqce  ^'Aja  act  to  rogvlate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
Mr.  CloiNOT  oflfered  a  new  resolution^  exempt- 
JDg  from  duty  the  greater  part  of  the  articles 
enomerated  in  the  bill  on  their  importation  into 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Q,DiNCT  observed  that  on  examination,  the 
bill  before  the  committee  appeared  to  be  the  same 
Terbatim  with  that  passed  in  the  year  1797,  with 
the  exception  of  the  new  section  moved  by  him, 
which  had  been  omitted.  What  was  the  cause 
of  the  omission  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  the  powers  of  the  commit- 
tee restricted  them  to  a  prohibition  of  the  export- 
ation of  military  articles. 

Mr.  Crownimshibld  hoped  the  adoption  of 
this  new  section  would  not  be  pressed  at  this 
time.  The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration 
was  to  prevent  the  exporution  of  certain  military 


articles;  thai  of  the  new  section  was  to  render 
their  importation  free  of  duty.  He  would  not 
say  that  at  a  future  time  he  would  object  to  this 
measure^  but  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  at  pres- 
ent. His  mind  not  having  been  drawn  to  the 
subject  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  GtuiNCT  said  he  had  made  the  motion  be- 
cause he  considered  the  new  section  conformable 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  object  was  to 
insure  to  the  country  as  large  a  portion  of  raw 
materials  as  was  necessary  for  tne  exigency  of 
the  times.  If  any  gentleman  was  of  opinion  that 
the  quantity  on  hand  is  sufficient  for  tnis  exigen- 
cy be  would  be  in  favor  of  shutting  the  door 
against  additional  importations,  by  retaininsf  the 
existing  duties.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  quantity  on  band.it  became  neces- 
sary and  proper  that  a  kind  of  bounty  should  be 
offered  for  increasing  the  stock.  He  had  another 
reason  for  the  section  be  had  offered.  The  bill,, 
as  it  now  stands,  will  look  to  the  public^  as  if  the 
state  of  the  country  were  not  so  pessmg  as  it, 
perhaps,  actually  was.  In  1797.  the  sround  as- 
sumed in  the  new  section  was  taken.  If  we  now 
pass  the  bill  without  it,  it  will  appear,  said  Mr. 
d.,  as  if  we  did  not  consider  our  exigencies  as 
we  thought  them  then.  Without  making  a  com- 
parison between  that  period  and  this^  I  chink  the 
present  exigency  sucb  as  requires  a  similar  step. 

Mr.  SJ4ILIE  did  not  deem  the  amendment  a 
proper  one  at  this  time.  It  related  to  a  subject 
distiQct  from  that  referred  to  the  committee  that 
brought  in  the  bill — a  subject  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  stand  by  itself.  He  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  our  present  circumstances  would 
not  justify  it.  But  what  had  been  done  at «  for* 
mer  period  under  other  cireumstaooes  was  not  a 
proof  of  its  necessity  at  present.  Before  we  go 
mto  it,  we  ought  to  inquire  what  its  effects  woiud 
be  on  the  revenue,  and  whether  existing  cirotun- 
staoces  required  the  sacrifice  it  would  occasion* 
Indeed  he  doubted  whether  the  Hooae  were  pre- 
pared to  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  If  it  were 
found  necessary,  he  would  heartily  concur  in  it  | 
but  this  was  the  more  questionabfe,  as  it  did  not 
appear  from  the  Message  ol  the  President  that  he 
viewed  it  as  necessary. 

Mr.  Biow£LL  was  not,  in  this  stage  of  the  bus- 
iness, prepared  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  as  he  did  not  know  what  its  bearing 
would  be  on  the  revenues  of,  the  United  States. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  be  apprized  of 
this,  before  they  could  with  propriety  tkke  a  step 
which  might  break  in  on  the  fiscal  arrangements 
of  the  Grovemment.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  those  opposed  to  bis  Mmendmebt 
ought  to  shew  that  tbere  is  a  sufficiency  of  the 
enumerated  articles  in  the  country,  or  that  enr 
manulaeturarsare  competent  to  sctppjy  thena.  On 
the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  friends  of  the  proposition  to 
show  that  there  would  be  a  deficiency,  or  an  ina- 
bility of  our  manuiactnrers  to  supply  our  wants, 
in  case  this  provision  should  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Crowninshiblo  obs^ved  that  we  could 
make  in  the  United  States  almost  all  the  articles 
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enumerated  in  the  ameDdment,  and  that  conse- 
^uentlf  it  might,  if  adopted,  injure  our  manufac- 
tures in  a  degree  not  contemplated.  We  certain- 
ly noanufactured  a  great  quantity  of  gunpowder 
«nd  muskets.  The  duty  on  gunpowder  was  con- 
siderable, and  the  effect  of  its  removal  might  be 
extremely  prejudicial.  With  regard  to  saltpetre 
and  sulphur,  he  did  not  know  that  he  would  ob- 
ject to  suspending  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
as  they  were  the  great  raw  materials  most  want- 
ed, and  as  no  duty  had  been  exacted  on  them  un- 
til about  two  years  ago,  and  then  on  a  construction 
of  law.  He  hoped,  howerer,  his  colleague  would 
not  press  the  subject  at  this  time,  as  the  House 
were  not  prepared  for  the  discussion  it  might  in- 
Tolve,  and  as  it  might  materially  affect  the  re?e- 
noe.  Though  he  would  say  that  mere  consider- 
ations of  revenue  would  not  of  themselves  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  the  proposed  provision. 
He  did  not  think  the  general  state  of  the  country 
required  it. 

Mr.  ^uiNOT  was  glad  to  hear  from  gentlemen 
that  the  situation  of  the  country  was  such  as  did 
not  require  the  step  he  had  proposed.  His  own 
impression  bad  been  that  it  was  proper  to  take 
such  a  situation  as  if  the  country  were  on  the  eve 
of  a  war. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  be  was  authorized 
to  stale  that  the  Qovernment  was  possessed  of 
five  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  sulphur ;  and  that  he  was  well  informed 
that  there  was  in  the  country  a  sufficient  quantity 
for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  might  be  wanted. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  did  not  consider 
the  amendment  proper,  and  hoped  that  it  would 
be  either  withdrawn  or  rejected. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  amendment  under  his  present  impressions. 
The  sense  of  the  House  likewise  seemed  to  be 
against  it  in  its  present  shape.  But  the  gentle- 
man could  obtain  his  end  by  moving  to  instruct 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  its  expediency.  And  should  his  amendment 
be  rejectee!  he  hoped  he  would  pursue  this  course. 
I^  on  such  investigation,  the  measure  should  be 
found  advisable,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  adoption. 
Mr.  duiNOT  said  that,  considering  the  impres- 
sions of  gentlemen,  he  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowninshielb  the  words 
"  sheet  copper,"  were  enumerated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson  a  new  section  was 
added,  declaring  that  the  act  shall  "  commence 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
f  anuary,  1806." 

On  this  section  some  diversity  of  opinion  was 
expressed. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  was  in  favor  of  the  act  going  into 
immediate  operation.  Mr.  Crowninsbielo  was 
in  favor  at  the  lime  stated  in  the  section,  and 
Messrs.  MACon  and  Sodtharb  were  in  favor  of 
a  short  extension  of  it.  In  animadverting  on  this 
point,  Mr.  Macon  pronounced  it  doubtful  whether 
the  principle  of  the  bill  were  Constitutional. 
So  amended,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 


the  bill,  whose  consideration  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SoctharO;  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Sayre,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  thereon,  made  the  last  session,  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  reported  on  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Benezet  and  others,  concluding  with  a  resolution 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 


Tdesoay,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Kentncky, 
John  Boyle  ;  from  New  Jersey,  William  Helms; 
from  Connecticut,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior;  and 
from  New  York.  Philip  Van  Cortlanot  ;  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified| 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  the  revenue  and  receipts 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  years  1801, 1802, 18U3, 
1804,  and  for  three  quarters  of  the  year  1805,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Treasury  Department;"  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means; 

A  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  presented  to  the  Hoose 
and  read,  praying  that  all  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  such  other  lands  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  may  deem  adequate,  may  be  appropriated 
for  the  establishment  and  support  or  colleges, 
schools,  and  other  seminaries  or  learning,  in  the 
said  Territory. — Referred  to  Mr.  Georgb  W. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Bryan,  Mr.  John 
WHiTEHiLL,and  Mr.  Waoswortb;  and  that  \i» 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  supplementary  to  his  Message 
of  the  6th  instant,  enclosing  sundry  documents  in 
addition  to  those  laid  before  the  House,  viz : 

1.  Relative  to  the  detention  of  the  public  buildings 
at  New  Orleans. 

2.  Relative  to  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  Louisiana,  in 
the  establishment  of  posts,  &c. 

3.  Relative  to  the  obstruction  of  the  commerce  on  ^e 
Mobile. 

Which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee  to  whom  the  papers  pre- 
viously received  were  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
manufacturers  of  hats  in  Philadelphia,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  mode  pursued  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Indian  Department  or  vending  furs,  and 
requesting  that  the  same  may  be  regulated  by  law. 
and  that  the  sale  be  by  public  auction. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerceand  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sloan  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table: 
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Bmohed,  That « tax  or  duty  of  ten  doHara  per  bead 
be  imposed  on  all  tlaTea  hereafter  imported  into  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  NoTa  Scotia/'  which  was  made  to  this  House 
oa  Che  thirteenth  of  Febrnary  last,  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  WiLsoit,  and  Mr.  Chamolbr, 
witk  le«Te  to  report  thereon  by  bill)  or  otherwise. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  &c 
Tbe  Hoose  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bHl 
prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  States ;  in 
aJl  of  which  they  concurred. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  substitute  "  five  hundred 
dollars"  in  the  room  of  "  one  hundred ;"  the  sum 
for  exporting  prohibited  articles  beyond  which  is 
followed  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel — under 
the  impression  that  the  provision  was  too  ri^rous. 
This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Urow- 
)iiiiaBiELn,and  opposed  by  Mr.  Dawson,  and  lost 
— Tf  members  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  "  cannon  bails  and 
mortars"  were  added  to  the  list  of  prohibited  ar- 
ticles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.pAWsoN,  an  amendment  was 
introduced,  applying  the  penalties  of  the  bill  to 
the  exportation  of  the  prohibited  articles  by  land. 
Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholsom  the  provisions  of 
tbe  bill  were  extended  to  the  Terhtoriea  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Gregg  said  he  understood  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  only  a  report  in  part*  He  had 
BO  disposition  to  oppose  its  passage.  He  only  rose 
to  express  his  hope  that  when  the  committee 
made  a  further  report,  they  would  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  act  intelligently.  It  had,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government,  been  the  practice  of  the 
House  to  call  on  the  Secretary  or  War  to  state 
the  amount  of  military  stores  on  hand,  accompa- 
nied by  his  opinion  of  the  further  supplies  deemed 
necessary.  No  such  thing  had  yet  been  done  this 
session.  The  House  neither  knew  the  quaiktity 
of  military  stores  on  hand,  or  could  calculate  the 
effects  of  the  bill.  They  did  not  know  what  was 
the  quantity  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre  on  baud,  or 
whether  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  those  import- 
ant raw  materials,  in  case  we  should  be  embroiled 
in  a  war — 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  Mr.  Greqo  by 
observing  that  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
House. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Nicholson  and 
Mr.  Qreog,  on  the  details  of  the  bill,  it  was  order- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  the  former,  to  be  re-cqmmit- 
led  to  the  committee  who  introduced  it,  for 
amendment. 


WBDNB3DAT,  December  11. 
jReMtived^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
mad  Manuraistttfes  be  ioatracted  to  inquire  into  the' 


expediency  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  district 
of  Washington,  in  Nortli  Carolina,  so  as  to  include 
Shell  Castle  Island,  and  report  tneir  opinion  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Another  member  to  wit:  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
PLANOC^  from  New  York,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  reported  various  amendments  to 
the  bill  ''prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex« 
portation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  which  the  House  took  immediately 
into  consideration,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment,  striking  out  "pig  iron,"  from  the 
prohibited  articles. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  remains  the  same  in 
substance  as  it  passed  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BiDWELLsaid  that,  in  the  late  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Tripoli,  distinguished  ser- 
vices had  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Eaton,  which  had 
contributed  to  the  peace  lately  made  with  that 
Power.  Intimation  of  this  fact  was  not  only  de- 
rived from  its  public  notoriety,  but  likewise  from 
the  President  of  the  United  State?.  He  thought 
these  services  worthy  the  notice  of  Congress.  He 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre$enkh 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as* 
sembiedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congress, 
to  William  Eaton,  Esq.,  aCs  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  our  countrymen,  and  others, 
through  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjunction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that  Re- 
gency ;  defeating  the  Tripolitan  army  at  Deme,  witik 
the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval  force  of  ^e 
United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a  successful 
termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of  our  cap- 
tive fellow-citizens  to  liberty  and  their  country. 

Referred,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  took  op 
his  motion  relative  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of 
ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  consideration 
pf  the  resolution  would  be  postponed.  The  law, 
he  said,  which  had  excited  such  irritation  was  at 
present  before  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
and  would,  in  all  probability,  be  repealed.  If  re- 
pealed, any  resolution  of  this  House  would  be  use- 
less. He  therefore  moved  its  postponement  until 
Monday  fortnight. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  which  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  observed  that,  at  the  irst 
session  of  the  eighth  Compress,  there  had  been  an 
appropriation  of^^S ,750.000  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing American  claims  for  spoliatiuni>  committed 
by  the  people  of  France,  which  had  been  assumed 
in  the  convention  that  transferred  to  the  United 
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States  the  sovereignty  of  Louisiana ;  that  bills, 
in  satisfaction  of  these  claioos,  were  daily  pre- 
sented for  payment  at  the  Treasury ;  but  that,  on 
the  31st  of  this  month,  the  appropriation  would 
cease,  when  the  sum  remaining  unexpended  would 
be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  received  a 
letter,  representing^  the  circumstances,  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  induced 
them  to  come  to  a  resolution  to  ask  leave  to  pre- 
sent a  billon  the  subject. 

Leave  having  been  granted — 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  a  renort,  consisting  of 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rep- 
resenting the  facts  stated  hj  him, and  a  bill,  "sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
paymentof  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  April.  1803. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Frencn  Re- 
public 

The  bill  provides  that  the  balance  of  the  83,750,- 
000  remaining  unexpended  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber next  shall  not  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
bat  shall  continue  applicable  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  claims  until  they  shall  be  satisfied.^ — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  Monday 
»«xt. 


Tbdrsiut,  December  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  John  Hamilton, 
Irom  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  bis  cre- 
dentials, Mras  qualined^  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Benjamin  Parke  having  also  appeared  as  a 
Delegate  from  the  Indiana  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  the  said  oath  was  administered  to  him 
by  the  Speakee,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House 
accordingly. 

An  engrossed  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  ti^e, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  second  instant,  to  prepare  and  report  such 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  as  are 
proper  to  be  observed  in  this  House,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  h 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter,  in 
the  German  language,  addressed  to  him,  accom- 
panied with  two  printed  books  in  the  same  lan- 
guage.— Referred  to  Messrs.  Conrad,  Bedinoer, 
and  Sammons. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  came 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be.  instrocM  to  take  Into  consideration 
the  case  of  the  brig  George,  detained  in  the  port  of 
MerfoUc,  with  one  thousand  two  hundred  demijohns  of 
braadj  on  board,  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 

Mr.  Newton,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  this 
retoli|tioD,  explained  the  peculiar  circumstances 


of  the  case,  arisinff  from  the  recent  Britiah  ^tdeiB 
relative  to  ihe  trade  of  neutrals. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Commiuee  of  Ciaima, 
instructed  to  inquire  what  further  steps  are  prop- 
er to  remunerate  meritorious  officers,  4c^  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  provision  for 
persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  ia 
the  Revolutionary  war ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  provisioos  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  all  persons  who  received  actual 
wounds  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  whether  as 
volunteers  or  militia,  and  that  they  shall  be  placed 
on  the  pension  list^  though  they  may  have  resiga- 
ed,  or  have  been  discharged,  or  have  been  in  cap- 
tivity, at  the  termination  of  the  war  j  and  to  those 
who,  having  during  the  war  received  wounds, 
have  since  become  disabled  thereby ;  authorizes 
the  allowance  of  increased  pensions,  in  eases  of 
such  disability,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
certificate  of  two  physicians,  provided  that  such 
augmentation  does  not  exceed  a  full  pension;  and 
prescribes  a  full  pension  to  a  commissioned  officer 
■hail  he  half  the  amonnt  of  his  monthly  pay,  to  a 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  five  dollars 
per  month,and  that  no  pension  shall  exceed  the 
half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel.l 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk^  the  Bouse  came  to  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Ciaima 
toinquire  whether  any  further  compensation  oo^C 
to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax  for  services  by  them  performed,  and  whether 
any  compensation  ought  to  be  made  them  for 
moneys  actually  paid,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
respective  duties  of  their  office,  beyond  the  sums 
aUowed  by  law. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  the  attention  of  the  Home 
to  a  subject  before  Congress  at  their  last  session, 
relative  to  the  application  of  a  certain  part  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  lands  of  the  United  States  within 
Ohio,  to  the  making  roads,  to  revive  which,  he 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  billmtJdng  provision  for  the  application 
of  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and 
making  certain  public  roa^ 

Mr  Varnum  suggested  the  propriety  of  making 
the  reference  more  general,  and  moved  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  words  ^^  to  inquire  into  the  expe^ 
diency  of,"  in  the  room  of  those  in  italic. 

Mr.  Jackson  could  not  accede  to  this  amend- 
ment, as  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation  was 
pledsped  to  the  application  he  had  stated.  He 
would  have  no  objection  to  enlarging  the  powers 
of  the  committee  so  as  to  enable  them  to  inquire 
Into  the  expediency  of  applying  additional  sums 
to  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Yarnum's  amendment  having  prevailed — 
ayes  60,  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  passed. 

GBN5KAL  EATON. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biqwcll,  the  Himae  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Conimittae  of  the  Wkole  mk 
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the  TesolodoD  ofiered  yissterdny  relatiYe  to  Wil- 
liam Eatoo. 

Tbe  CiMunnao  read  the  resolution  as  foUows : 
^Btiimaettd,  by  the  Senaie  and  House  of  JUpre- 
-' -^^-^  of.  the  UnUed  States  of  America^  in  Congress 
■MflAV,  That  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States  be 
WBBSifwd  lo  jMreeent  a  sword,  in  the  name  <tf  Oongrees, 
la  ViUiaaa  Eaton,  Esq.,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  our  countrymen  and  others 
through  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tii|K>li,  in  conjunction  with  the  ez-Ba^Mw  of  that  Re- 
gency ;  defesting  the  Tripolitan  army  at  Deme,  with 
the  asnstsnce  of  a  smaO  part  of  the  naval  force  of  the 
United  States,  end  contributing  thereby  to  a  successful 
termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of  our  cap- 
Mwe  feJlow-dtizenB^  liberty  and  their  country." 

Mr.  BiDwcJLL  moved  to  amend  tbe  resolutl^ko 
bf  striking  out  the  word  '^  sword,"  and  by  insert- 
ing io  lieu  thereof  the  words  *'  a  medal  of  gold, 
with  proper  devices.^' 

Mr.  J.  Clay  wished  the  gentlemaa  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  let  tbe  word  "  sword"  stand  in 
the  resolution.  It  was  only  on  extraordinarv 
occasions,  be  believed,  that  a  medal  was  award- 
ed. He  was  very  willing  to  vote  for  presenting 
a  aword  on  (his  occasion ;  but,  if  a  medal  was  in- 
aisted  upon,  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Elliot  rt quested  that  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  last  session,  relative  to  Commodore  Preble, 
and  the  officers  and  marines  under  bis  command, 
might  be  read. 

Tbe  resolution  was  accordingly  r?ad,  wbich  or- 
dered a  medal  to  be  struck,  and  a  aword  to  be 
l^ven  to  each  of  tbe  officers. 

Mr.  £.  said,  that  the  objection  of  tbe  ffentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  J.  Clay)  to  the  amend- 
ment ofiered  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  BiowELL,)  substituting  a  gold  medal 
ia  the  room  of  a  sword,  appeared  to  be  founded  on 
the  idea  that  a  medal  would  be  a  mted  dispropoi^ 
tioned  to  the  importance  of  the  services,  or  the 
official  rank  of  the  gentleman  who  was  the  ob- 
ject of  tbe  resolution  j  in  other  words,  that  it 
would  be  too  great  a  reward.  I  did  not,  said  Mr. 
£L,  anticipate  tbe  objection  fn  m  any  quarter  of 
the  House,  and  regret  extremely  tbat  it  has  arisen. 
Prom  the  peculiar  character  with  which  tbe  gen- 
tleman who  is  intended  to  be  honored  by  tbe  res- 
ol otion,  was  invested  by  tbe  Government,  it  be- 
comes a  point  of  no  small  delicacy,  and  even  of 
some  difficulty,  to  deba^  tl^e  question  at  all. 
We  are,  indeed,  told  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, that  the  important  services  of  our  gallant 
countryman  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  im- 
pression whicb  produced  peace  witb  Tripoli.  It 
was  proper  for  the  President  to  say  this,  and 
to  say  no  more  \  but,  in  order  to  citable  us  to  pay 
a  proper  tribute  on  our  part  to  merit  so  conspiou- 
OQSy  it  becomes  necessary  to  avail  ourselves  oi  in- 
formation derived  from  unofficial  sourpes.  In 
everything  which  we  can  do  upon  this  subject, 
we  are  anticipated  by  the  loud  voice  of  fame,  and 
tbis  ccTnsideration  has  induced  me  sooieiimes  to 
doubt  the  proprietjf  of  doii^;  anythuig  ^b^tov^r. 


It  bas.  however,  always  been  deemed  policy,  and 
even  duty  in  free  governments,  to  distinguish  by 
national  nonors  thoae  citizens  who  have  perform- 
ed important  natioaal  services.  It  is  perfectly 
understood  tbat  our  brave  countryman  command- 
ed, in  conjunction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli; 
a  force  sufficiently  respectable  to  be  considered  as 
an  army,  and  of  course  tbat  the  popular  appella- 
tion of  General  Eaton  had  been  conferred  upon 
good  grounds.  In  that  strong  poiat  of  view  in 
wbich  the  subject  will  be  seen  by  liberal  minds, 
inadequacy  of  force  and  means,  compared  with 
tbe  greatness  &i  the  object  and  tbe  event,  will 
give  greater  honor  to  the  achieving  of  the  ea- 
terprise.  If  we  aet  at  all.  we  ought  to  bestow  a 
mark  of  distinction  suitable  for  a  general  officer, 
or  an  officer  of  distinguished  rank,  to  accept. 
Shall  we  refuse  a .  medal,  the  appropriate  reward 
of  the  brave  Preble,  and  offer  a  sword,  wbich  was 
given  to  the  subordinate  naval  officers,  when  the 
services  of  Preble,  however  meritorious,  and  great- 
ly meritorious  they  were,  failed  of  effecting  the 
object  wbich  the  world  believes  that  £aton  has 
accomplished  %  By  the  modern  notions  of  mar- 
tial etiquette  and  honor,  a  sword  is  the  appropri- 
ate tc^n  of  dtstinctioa  and  reward  for  officers  of 
subordinate  rank.  It  is  believed  tbat  a  simple 
and  ooacise  vote  of  thanks,  by  the  Representa- 
tires  of  a  Iree  people,  is  the  noblest  meed  of  ex- 
alted merit  and  patriotism. 

An  army,  eoaiposed  in  part  of  (AmericaBs,  but 
chiefly  of  theidescendants  of  the  ancient  Grecians, 
E^gyptians,  and  Arabians;  in  other  words,  an  ar- 
my collected  from  tbe  four  quarters  of  tbe  globe, 
and  led  by  an  American  commander  to  conquest 
and  fflory,  isa  phenomenon  in  military  b  istery 
calculated  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  world, 
not  only  by  ita  aoveky.  but  by  its  real  influeace 
and  consequence.  It  ought  to  be  considered,  too, 
tbat  this  army,  notwithstanding  the  singularitx- 
of  its  organization  and  character,  and  tbe  small- 
ness  of  its  nomben  and  its  means,  acted  in  a 
cause  which  might  be  thought  to  affect,  at  least 
in  some  remote  degree,  the  general  interest  of 
mankind.  Since  the  destroetion  of  Cato.  and  his 
little  senate  at  Utica,  the  banner  of  freedom  had 
never  waved  in  that  desert  and  barbarous  quarter 
of  tbe  globe;  and  be  who  carried  it  so  nobly,  in 
the  language  of  tbe  resolution,  through  the  desert 
of  Lybia,and  placed  it  so  triumphantly  upon  the 
African  shore  of  tbe  Mediterranean,  deserves  to 
be  honorably  distinguished  by  that  country  and 
tbat  Government,  to  wbich  the  enterprise  has 
added  lustre.  I  repeat  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  can 
do  nothing  in  which  we  are  not  anticipated  by 
fame.  Fame  has  already  devoted  to  the  name 
which  we  are  laboring  to  celebrate,  thetnoitiiiaef^ 
turn  aere  perenmui^  the  imperishable  column  of 
glory,  which  is  the  just  reward  of  pauiots  only, 
and  which  impartial  history  denies  to  the  meve 
cooqueroia  and  robbers  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Smiub  remarked,  that  it  added  to  the  rakw 
of  an  honor  conferred,  to  have  it  bestowed  by  aa 
unanimous  vote.  It  was  not,  however,  his  pur- 
pose to  trouble  the  House  with  a  speech.  He 
abonld  aonflne  himself  to  making  one  or  two  le- 
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marks.  He  considered  it  correct  that  honors  con- 
ferred should  be  apportioned  to  merit*  It  was  not 
80  important  whether  the  man,  on  whom  they 
were  bestowed,  was  the  commander  of, an  army, 
or  whether  he  filled  an  inferior  station.  What- 
ever his  station  might  be,  he  who  conducted  him- 
self well  in  the  service  of  his  country,  was  enti- 
tled to  her  thanks.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next 
examine  the  advantages  which  the  services  of  Mr. 
Eaton  had  gained  to  bis  country,  and  see  whether 
they  were  equal  to  those  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  services  of  other  great  men.  From  his  impres- 
sion, he  thought  they  had  been  highly  advantage- 
ous, and  equally  so  with  those  rendered  by  Com- 
modore Preble,  and  his  brave  associates,  whose 
conduct  he  highly  approved.  He  believed  that 
the  expedition  of  Mr.  Eaton  had  greatly  contrib- 
uted to  a  peace;  and  if  this^ere  so.  he  did  not 
know  a  more  essential  service  he  could  have  ren- 
dered. For  these  reasons  he  was  in  favor  of  award- 
ing a  medal  in  nreferenee  to  a  sword. 

Mf.  dniNCT  Aoped  the  House  wouTld  bestow  a 
medal  instead  of  a  sword*  He  would  say  that, 
on  such  an  occasion,  a  medal  was  more  proper 
than  a  sword.  When  the  resolution  was  offered, 
he  had  a  solid  objection  to  it,  which  bad,  in  some 
measure,  been  removed  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. A  sword  was  not  an  appropriate  reward 
for  the  service  rendered  on  this  occasion.  It  was 
a  reward  for  valor,  and  mere  valor.  In  this  caxe 
he  considered  the  valor  displayed  as  a  very  small 
part  of  the  distinction  of  Mr.  Eaton.  He  wished 
that  the  motion  had  been  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, that  not  onlv  the  nature  of  the  compliment, 
but  lixewise  the  form  of  the  expression,  miffht 
have  been  better  adapted  to  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  character  of  the  service  rendered.  He  did 
not  think  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion were  those  which  were  the  most  appropriate. 
He  did  not  consider  the  leading  a  small  band 
through  the  desert  of  Lvbia,  the  defeating  the  Tri- 
politan  army  at  Derne,  tne  contributing  to  a  peace, 
and  the  liberation  of  our  countrymen  as  charac- 
teristic of  the  services  rendered.  The  peculiar 
character  of  those  services  was  this:  that  Mr. 
Eaton,  being  a  private  citizen,  and  called  upon 
by  no  official  station  or  duty,  had  the  greatness  of 
mind  to  plan  a  scheme  by  which  the  dethrone- 
ment of  an  usurper,  the  restoration  of  the  lawful 
heir,  and  the  release  of  ou  rcaptive  countryiAen, 
were  to  have  been  effected.  A  conception  of  this 
kind  belonged  only  to  great  and  superior  minds; 
and  what  was  sufficient  to  fill  the  minds  of  most 
men,  the  machinery  for  effecting  this  plan,  was 
to  him  but  of  a  secondary  nature.  He  believed 
it  would  be  fur  the  reputation  of  the  United  States 
to  give  some  select  and  appropriate  reward,  such 
as  a  man  like  Eaton  ought  to  receive,  and  such 
as  it  would  be  to  the  honor  of  our  country  to 
give. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwell's 
amendment,  which  was  carried  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jaokson  said,  be  entertained  a  high  sense 
of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the  officer  who  was 
the  object  of  the  resolution  under  consideration, 


and  was  of  opinion  that  the  House  should  express 
their  highest  sentiment  of  approbation.  To  do 
this,  he  thought  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution 
ought  to  be  changed  in  conformity  to  the  ideas  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. .  He  woaM, 
therefore,  with  this  view,  move  that  the  CooiiiiitF 
tee  should  rise,  with  the  intention  of  moving  in 
the  House  the  reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  se- 
lect committee  for  such  alteration. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  rising  of  the 
Committee — yeas  52,  nays  54. 

Mr.  doiNCT  suggested  the  propriety  of  substi- 
tuting Barca  in  the  ro(  m  of  Lybia,  as  the  latter 
was  an  antiquated  word,  not  to  be  found  in  mod- 
ern maps. 

Mr.  B I  o WE LL  observed,  that  he  was  n ot  tenaci ous 
of  the  particular  form  of  the  expression.  If  that 
suggested  by  his  colleague  was  deemed  most  cor- 
rect, he  had  no  objection  to  it.  He  would,  how- 
ever, remark  that  the  word  Lybia  was  taken  from 
an  expression  used  by  Mr.  Eaton  in  one  of  his 
letters.  It  was  certainly  a  word  used  in  modern 
times,  although  it  might  not  be  in  general  use. 

As  to  the  general  question,  Mr.  B.  hoped  that, 
as  some  gentlemen  thought  the  resolution  went 
too  far,  while  others  thought  it  did  not  go  far 
enoughj  and,  as  the  general  sentiment  was,  that 
something  ou^ht  to  be  done  by  the  House,  it 
would  be  considered  that  a  middle  course  between 
the  two  extremes  was  the  fittest,  and  that  there 
would  be  sufficient  m^nanimity  to  give  a  unani- 
mous vote  in  favor  of^the  resolution.  For  him- 
self he  was  willing  to  have  it  varied  so  as  to  make 
it  conform  to  theGfeneral  sense  of  the  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  unanimity. 

Mr.  ^uiNCT  said  he  was  not  particularly  tena- 
cious of  the  form  of  expression  used.  He  had 
onlv  risen  to  state  his  knowledge  as  far  as  it  went 
Lyoia  was  a  word  in  use  among  classical  men, 
among  poets^  but  not  among  men  of  business. 

The  question  was  pot  on  substituting  Barca  in 
the  room  of  Lybia,  and  passed  in  the  negative  by 
a  considerable  majority.  The  resolution, as  amend- 
ed, was  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the 
House,  who  immediately  took  it  into  consideration. 

The  amendment  for  substituting  ^  a  gold  medal 
with  proper  devices."  in  the  room  of  "a  sword," 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said,  as  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  had  reported  tneir  agreement  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  as  a  desire  had  been  expressed  that 
there  might  be  an  unanimous  vote  on  the  occa- 
sion, he  wished  more  information  on  the  subject 
than  he  possessed  before  he  could  act  upon  it. 
After  having  obtained  this  he  might  very  proba- 
bly vote  for  the  amendment.  He,  therefore,  aior- 
ed  a  reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  might  obtain  the  information  requir- 
ed from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Jackson  observed,  that  the  names  of  other 

Sentlemen,  who  were  before  the  walls  of  Derne, 
ad  been  announced  in  the  newspapers^  as  haviog 
assisted  in  the  achievements  that  were  the  object 
of  the  resolution  under  consideration.  It  was  not 
improper  to  inqnire  whether  they  ought  to  be  aa- 
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tociaied  in  the  lK>iior8  awarded  by  Congrens.  To 
insure,  therefore,  unaoimity,  and  bestow  proper 
praise,  he  hoped  (he  course  poioted  oat  by  the 
geDtleman  from  PeDOsylvaoia  would  be  pursued. 
The  motioo  to  refer  the  resoluiioo  to  a  select 
coiDmictee  was  carried — yeas  69;  and  Messrs. 
BiDwsLL,  J.  Clay,  Thompson,  of  New  Hamp- 
tbire,  Mastbbs,  Gray,  Archer,  and  Casey,  were 
appointed  a  committee. 


Friday,  December  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Deiawarei 
James  M.  Broom,  and  from  Kentucky,  John 
PowLEB,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qusilified,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed  ou 
the  tenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  regulating  the  grams 
of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitlee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  appropriation  necessary 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1806 ;  also,  a  statement 
of  the  receipts,  and  expenditures  at  the  Treasurv  of 
the  United  States,  for  one  year  preceding  the  nrst 
day  of  October,  1805,  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Message  of  the 
President  relative  to  the  brigantine  Henrick,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
thereon,  made  at  a  former  session,  were  referred 
to  the  Cotmnittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
nezL 

The  House  went  into  an  election  for  a  Chap- 
Jain  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gi^emoy. 

Messrs.  Chalmers,  Laurie,  and  Rattoon,  were 
nomioated. 

The  ballots  having  been  taken,  the  Speaker 
declared  Mr.  Laurie  elected^  he  having  62  votes. 

THEODOBICK  ARMI8TEAD. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  yes- 
terday referred  the  petition  relative  to  a  vesHel  at 
Norfolk,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  Armistead,  which  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  authorizes  the  Collector  at  Norfolk  to 
admit  to  entry  1200  demijohns  of  brandy  im- 
ported by  T.  Armistead,  in  the  brig  George,  from 
the  island  of  Teneriffe. 

The  House  went  immediately  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton  folly  explained  the  peculiar  cir- 
comstancfs  of  this  case,  and  tailed  tor  the  read- 
ing of  the  documents  relative  to  it ;  from  which 
it  appeared  that  some  time  since  the  owner  of  the 
brig  George  hired  her  to  go  to  Tenerifife,  where 
hetook'a  cargo  for  the  Havana;  heaiing  subse- 
gently  of  the  late  British  orders,  he  thought  it 
mdent  to  return  to  Norfolk,  where  he  now  lies ; 
W  owing  to  the .  revenue  lawf  of  the  United 


States  he  is  prohibited  from  entering  brandy  in 
qnantities  as  small  as  those  contained  in  the  demi- 
johns. He,  therefore,  asks  permission  to  land 
these  artkles  on  paying  the  usual  duties. 

Mr.  Maoon  (the  Speaker)  expressed  his  opin* 
ion  of  the  incorrectness  (if  the  course  pursued  on 
this  occasion,  on  which  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  the  House,  had  reported  a  bill  with-* 
out  assigning  their  reasons  in  an  accompanying 
report.  He  wished  that  such  a  report  m^ht  be 
made,  and  that  it  might  stand  as  a  precedent,  in 
case  other  applications  should  be  made,  to  show 
the  peculiar  grounds  on  which  the  House  acted. 
It  was  further  his  wish  that  there  had  been  a  bill 
embracing  the  general  principle  involved  in  this 
case,  in  preference  to  one  making  a  special  pro* 
vision.  That. a  detailed  report  might  be  made,, 
he  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  in  order 
to  make  way  fnra  motion  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Newton  opposed  this  motion.  He  repre- 
sented the  case  as  extremely  hard  ;  that  the  facts 
were  all  before  the  House  and  were  indisputable; 
that  the  vessel  had  been  detained  since  October  i 
that  nothioff  was  asked  but  what  was  perfectly 
fair;  that  the  necessity  of  making  the  request 
arose  from  orders  recently  issued  by  a  King  who, 
though  he  could  do  no  wrong  to  his  own  subjects, 
practised  great  injuries  on  American  citizens. 
With  regard  to  the  general  principle,  a  diversity 
of  opinion,  he  said,  existed  in  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and  to  wait  until 
this  should  be  decided  might  involve  great  and 
injurious  delay.  As  to  one  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  Speaker,  it  would  be  easily  obviated 
by  the  documents  then  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  remaining  on  file,  which  would  clearlv 
discriminate  this  case  from  all  others  which 
mi^ht  hereafter  come  before  them. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  allowed  that  this  was  a  hard  case, 
but  doubted  much  whether  it  was  sound  policy  in 
the  Government  to  recognise  a  high  insurancei 
which  was  demanded  in  this  instance  on  the  ex* 
portation  of  the  brandies,  as  sufficient  ground  for 
allowing  them  to  be  landed,  in  contravention  of  a 
principle  of  the  revenue  system.  He  remarked 
that  this  case  did  not  arise  from  any  fault  of  the 
American  Government,  but  from  the  aggressions 
committed  on  our  rights  by  a  Government  who 
made  their  own  interests  th6  rule  of  their  con- 
duct towards  other  nations.  He  concluded  by 
concurring  with  the  Speaker  in  the  course  re- 
commended by  him. 

Mr.  CrowninshiEld  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  rise.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was 
very  reasonable.  All  be  asked  was  to  land  his 
goods  on  paying  the  legal  duties  on  them.  He 
passed  over  the  ground  tsuten  by  Mr.  Newton,  and 
added  that  if  the  owner  of  the  goods  were  driven, 
by  a  denial  of  the  indulgence  he  asked,  to  export 
his  goods,  they  might  be  seized  under  the  plun- 
dering order  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  both 
goods  and  duties  be  lost. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  in  the  Committee  of  Com* 
I  merce  and  Manofac tores  he  had  been  in  favor  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


288 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


384 


H.OPR. 


l^anObig  Ride^, 


lytcEMvttLj  id(M$. 


reportinirabilifor  nMikiog  a  ffeneitil  provision; 
but  that  having  beeo  oTermled  in  this  point,  the 
xiiembetB  of  th^  oommittee  not  having  made  ap 
their  minds  on  its  propriety,  it  becatne  his  doty 
to  make  a  special  report,  in  which  be  heartily 
concurred.  He  ooukl  not  conoeire  why  the  entry 
of  brandy  and  several  other  articles  shoald  be  re- 
fased,  unless  inAported  in  vessels  of  a  particular 
stze^  while  other  articles  of  greater  value  in  pro- 
portion to  their  bulk  were  admitted  without  le- 
snrictioa. 

On  the  rising  of  the  committee  a  diviision  took 
pkoe — yeaa  56,  nays  47. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  that  they  had 
made  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Leave  being  denied,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
Clat  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  ManuAicturee. 


Monday,  December  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  South  Car- 
olina, O'Baibif  Smith,  and  from  New  York. 
Qeoroe  Clinton,  junior,  appeared,  producea 
their  credentials^  were  qualiaed  and  took  toeir  seats 
in  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  act  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
tureof  the  State  of  South  Cfarolina,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  December,  one  thousand  ei^^ht  hundred 
and  four,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  with  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  vessels,  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned," presented  to  this  House  on  the  eighth  of 
February  last,  with  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Mabion,  Mr.  Tracy. 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Broom,  and  Mr. 
Cook  ;  to  examine  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 
Oh  motion,  it  w&s 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  f%r  amending 
the  Act^  entitled  *'Ah  act  to  provide  for  mitigating 
or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabif 
ities,  accrued  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned," 
aa  to  extend  the  powers  vested  in  the  District 
Jud^  of  the  United  States  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Jbdicial  Courts  of  the  several  States;  and  that 
the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  report  there- 
on by  bill,  or  otherwise* 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Sailly,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr. 
Baro,  Mr.  Morrow  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Fow- 
LBtt,  be  ap{>ointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed, on  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Theodorick  Armistead,  made  a. re- 
port thereon:  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report,  together  with 
the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

RULES  OP  THB  HOUSE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VARNtnu.  the  House  w^nt 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  Standing 
iWes^oftheHeiise. 


Mr.  Alston  mofed  to  strike  oat  the  folknriBg 
words  in  one  of  the  rules : 

"Itshallbe  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Accounik 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  members  for  their  travel 
to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  and  their  attend- 
anee  in  the  House.'' 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Alston  and  Dawson,  under  the  impression  that 
this  new  mode  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
members  would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  if  not 
impracticable. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Fikdlst, 
Varnum,  Elmer,  and  Bidwell,  Who  stated  tha^ 
under  the  former  practice  of  the  House,  which 
devolved  the  duty  on  the  Speaker  and  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  erron  had  been  committed )  that  these 
would  in  future  be  best  avoided  by  a  standing 
committee ;  that  this  would  relieve  the  Speaker 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  from  a  burden  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  when  other  presing  business  ne- 
cessarily  engaged  their  attention,  and  would  guard 
the  reputations  of  members  from  insinuations  to 
their  discredit. 

During  the  discussion,  the  Spea iter,  without 
expressing  any  opinion  on  the  prospect  of  the 
amendment,  made  a  minute  statement  of  the  prac- 
tice which  had  heretofore  prevailed  on  this  point, 
in  which  he  observed  that  but  one  instance  with- 
in his  knowledge  had  occurred  since  he  bad  filled 
the  Chair,  of  a  member  who  had  received  a 
greater  compensation  for  his  attendance  than  he 
was  entitled  to  ;  and  that  this  circumstance  must 
have  arisen  from  accident,  as  it  involved  his  re- 
ceiving pay  for  one  da)^more  than  the  length  of 
the  session— an  error  which  was  immediatelf 
after  the  horry  of  business  detected.  He  further 
stated,  that  with  respect  to  the  mileage  account, 
that  was  entirely  made  out  in  conformity  to  the 
representation  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Alston's  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  33. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  in 
itaUc  in  the  following  rule : 

*«  When  a  qdeafieu  is  Ulideir  AA4te^  no  thdiion  shall 
be  received,  unless  for  the  previous  question,  io  f&^ 
pone  a  indefinitely t  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certam,  ta 
lie  on  the  table,  to  commit  it»  to  amend  it,  or  to  ad- 
journ." 

Mr.  P}icB OLSON  supported  and  Mr.  Vabmom 
opposed  this  motion,  which  was  disi^eed  to— 
yeas  44^  nays  51. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  an  amendment,  prescribing 
that  if  the  previous  question  shall  be  decided  ia 
the  negative,  ^the  consideration  of  the  nmia 
question  shall  not  be  resumed  during  the  same 
session.'' 

,  Messrs.  Smilib,  Finolbt,  and  J.  Clat,  spoke  in 
favor  of.  and  Messrs.  Varnum  and  CIdinct  against, 
the  amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  32. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  follow- 
ing new  rule  was  adopted — yeas  32: 

*<  When  ft  qoeition  is  postponed  tndefiaitelv,  tiiS  woam 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  dunng  (he  suiion.'^ 

Mr.  Smilii  moved  to  strike  out  the  wdrds  is 
ikdic  in  tlie  follo^ng  rule :  **  On  a  prevtons  qoee- 
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tkm^  tto  mmnber  «4aii  9peak  iMre  tAan  once  vUh- 
ami  Immw,"  mi4  insen  ia  lieu  th^wof  "  there  shall 

Itetrt.  SiMLiB  tLwd  NfcsouKxr  ad^aeateik  and 
BiMML  Bi»««LL,  0»  W.  OAtffnftLb,  and  Va^- 
vm^  opfKMed  this  motiOD,  whi<)h'  wtta  disag^ed 
Iv-^fMs  85.        * 

Mr.  PiHDLrr  "^g^eBted  the  propriety  of  in^ti- 
ttifag'  a  pemuraeot  committee,  to  be  charged 
in'th  whaterer  respects  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  mored  a  mle  fbr  the  appointment  of 
t  staniiii^  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be 
styled  ^A  Committee  respecting  the  Lands  of 
the  United  States;''  which  motion  was  a^eed 
to— -veas  59,  nays  31. 

^  Toe  Committee  then  rose,  and  asked  leave  to 
at  again,  which  the  House  granted. 

TiMMMT,  Deeember  17. 

T%m  other  members,  to  iMHt:  ftotn  Virginia, 
M ATTBBW  Clat.  and  from  Kentuclry,  Matthew 
Walton,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seals  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Tenmbt  made  a  report  in  the  name  of  the 
Committee  of  ReFisal  and  tJofinished  Business. 

Mr.  Grboo  withdrew  a  motion,  made  by  him 
a  few  days  since,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
pohiie  landft  reoendy  acquired  from  the  Indians, 
voder  the  impression  that  the  subject  would  of 
CMirae  mo  to  the  atmoding  ia«d  committee. 

On  the  motioo  of  Mr.  Grsim  a  standing  Ooaa*^ 
Bittve  on  Public  Lands  were  appointed* 

Bir,  Stamtoit  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed,  That  the  OMDmNtae  of  Iteviial  and  Un- 
flafchiid  B«siMM'b#  inaCraotadtD  in^n^M  into  4ne  ex- 
jjaJsBijr  of  sMspeadiMgyfer  a  ttmited  lime,  b»  aiueh of 
a«  act  wigtilalfaig.lbtaiya  Qoinsv  aad^for  othw  pitipasoa, 
m  m  eoatained  in  the  tecond  sectioii  thereoi;  wMi  aa» 
tkadty  to  loporvby  bU»  or  o#iaiWiia« 

Mr.  ALrroN  observing  that  this  snbj^ct  was 
nAder  the  conMderatioo  of  the  Committee  of  Re- 
visal  and  Unfinished  Bosioess,  who  would  proba- 
bly fiOon  make  a  report  upon  it,  the  resolution  was 
disagreed  to — yeas  29. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  fVom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  n  report  on  the  petitioD  of  the  crew  of  the 
late  frigate  Philadelphia,  unfa? orable  to  the  peti 
tioDers,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

TMCOOORIOK  Af»kfI8TlAIK 

The  Hcnse  resolved  itself  into  a  Comraitfee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armistead;  oo  which  a  debate  of  about  one  hour's 
doratioo  ensued. 

The  b  11  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Crowniit- 
BBiBLD,  Siciui,  NewToir.  Alston,  and  Mo- 
CoaaaT;  and  opposed  by  Messro.  J.  C.  Smith 
and  Macom 

The  oppoaitioB  was  soetaiaed  on  the  alleged 
invonable  piaoiiceof  the  Hounatoeatabliihgette* 
nl  prtikciples,  insteail  of  proivtdtng  for  special 
ea»es.  As  a  flfeneral  principle,  which  wonld  em- 
bfsoe  cfib  case,  waa  peodtof  before  tiM  ConRiiit- 
te» of  Cammeree  and  Maattfaeinres,  it  waseon* 
tended  to  be  the  most  proper  to  Wfth  imiH  a  6e- 


ciston  should  be  made  on  this  principle,  by  which 
provision  would  be  opened  for  all  similar  cases, 
by  taking  off  the  existing  restriction  on  the  im- 
portation of  spirits  which  precluded  their  admis- 
sion inaaMller  vestek  than  of  ninety  gallons. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  declared  the  eaoe  to  be 
ao'  extremely  hard  one,  and  eipliined  the  peculiar 
cirottmatMices  attending  it  as  we  have  aiiBsdy 
8ta*ed  then  on  a  former  day.  They  represented 
that  delay  in  this  ease  would  be  equal  to  a  deniftl 
of  iostiec^  and  would,  by  the  aecruing  expenses 
of  demarfage,  wfcieh  rell  on  the  petitioner,  eat  up 
the  value  of  his  brandies;  that  the  general  pi^ 
vision  alluded  to  would  probably  excite  much 
dfvemlty  of  sentiment,  and  might,  after  considera- 
ble delay,  be  rejected. 

In  thecourse  of  the  debate  Kflr.  Crowninshield. 
aUuding  to  the  recent  British  orders,  spoke  oi 
them  l^as  novel  and  strange  principles  acted  on 
by  their  courts;"  and  Mr.  Newton  represented 
them  as  '^piratical  orders  issued  by  the  King  and 
Council  of  Qreat  Britain;"  remarking  that  ha 
could  call  them  by  no  other  name. 

After  adopting  an  amendment  for  securing  the 
payment  of  the  duties,  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Clat, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  the  bill— nays  27;  rose 
and  reported  it  to  the  House,  who  ordered  it  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading'  to-morrow. 

BULS8  OP  THS  HOU0B; 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  staodins^  rules  of  the  House. 

After  making  a  slight  amendment  in  one  of  the 
rules,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  rules,  with  certain  amendments^ 

The  House  immediately  took  up  the  report. 

Oo  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Finolby^ 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  standing  coia* 
mittee  respecting  tha  lands  of  the  Uniiidd  Saatos, 
a  debate  of  some  length  ansuedf  in  which  iim 
amendment  was  supported  by  Mesara.  €kiea% 
NioaoLBON,  aad  Smilib;  and  opposed  by  Mr; 
Beoinobr. 

Mir.  Btofifoaa  s«igg^ted  his  fears,  leat  a  stand- 
it^  committee,  vested  with  the  entire  biunnesa 
connected  with  the  public  lands,  should  gaib  sn^h 
an  aseendeney  over  the  sentiments  and  decisions 
of  the  House,  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  them, 
as  to  impair  the  salutary  vigilance  with  which  it 
became  every  member  to  attend  to  so  interesting 
a  subject. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  contended  that  the 
business  of  the  House  would,  on  this  point  be 
great  ly  facilitated  by  the  institution  of  a  standing, 
committee,  whose  decisions  would  be  uniforoa, 
who  would  from  a  long  experience  become  more 
enliehtened  than  a  sdeot  oommiilee)  and  who 
would  be  enabled  to  despatch  the  busineis  eoaided 
to  them  with  greater  celerity. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to-^yeaa  87. 

The  remaining  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Coasmttteeof  the  Whole  were  agreed  to* 

Mr.  Early  renewed  the  amendment)  offered 
yesterd«)r  bf  Mr.  SirfLin,  to  preetude  all  debate  on 
the  prenous  question  j  wliicu,  after  a  A»w  remarks 
from  Messrs.  Aablt,  Smilib,  and  YARifinx,  was 
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agreed  to — yeas  69;  when  the  House  concurred 

in  the  whole  report  as  amended.    It  was  as  follows: 

Boles  and  Orders  for  conducting  business  in  the  House 

of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Fir&t,-— Touching  the  duty  of  the  Speaker. 

He  shall  take  the  chair,  every  day,  precisely  at  the 
hour  to  which  the  House  shall  have  adjourned  on  the 
pieoeding  day;  shall  immediately  call  the  members  to 
order,  and,  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  cauae 
the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

He  shall  preserve  decorum  and  order,  in  preferbnce 
to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  tat  that  purpose, 
and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  ap- 
peal to  the  House  by  any  two  members. 

He  shall  rise  to  put  a  question,  but  may  state  it 
sitting. 

Questions  shall  ba  distinctly  put  in  this  form,  to  wit 
**Kb  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  (as  the  question  may 
be)  say  Aye,"  and,  after  the  affirmative  voice  is  ex- 
pressed, "as  many  as  are  of  a  contrary  opinion,  say  No." 
If  the  Speaker  doubts,  or  a  division  be  called  for,  the 
House  shall  divide;  those  in  the  affirmative  of  the  ques- 
tion shall  first  rise  from  their  seats,  and  afterwards 
those  in  the  negative.  If  the  Speaker  still  doubts,  or  a 
count  be  required,  the  Speaker  shall  name  two  mem- 
bers, one  from  each  side,  to  tell  the  members  in  the  af- 
firmative, which  being  reported,  he  shall  then  name 
two  others,  one  from  each  side,  to  tell  those  in  the 
negative;  which  being  also  reported,  he  shall  rise,  and 
state  the  decision  to  the  House. 

All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
unless  otherwise  specially  directed  by  the  House,  in 
which  case  they  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot;  and  i^ 
upon  such  ballot,  the  number  required  shall  not  be 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  given,  the  House 
shall  proceed  to  a  second  ballot,  in  which  a  plurality  of 
▼otes  shall  prevail;  and,  in  case  a  greater  number  than 
is  required  to  compose  or  complete  the  committee  shall 
have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  House  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  further  ballot  or  ballots. 

In  all  other  cases  of  ballot,  than  for  committees,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to  an 
eleetaon;  and  when  there  shall  not  be  such  majority  on 
the  first  baUot,  the  ballot  shaU  be  repeated  until  a  ma- 
jority be  obtained. 

In  all  oases  of  ballot  br  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
Tote;  in  other  cases  he  shall  not  vote,  unless  the  House 
be  equally  divided,  or  unless  hb  vote,  if  given  to  the 
minority,  will  make  the  division  equal,  and  in  case  of 
such  equal  division,  the  question  shall  be  lost 

In  aU  cases  where  other  than  members  of  the  House 
may  be  eligible  to  any  office,  by  the  election  of  the 
House,  there  shall  be  a  previous  nomination. 

All  acts,  addresses,  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants,  or  sub- 
poenas, issued  by  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  under 
fiis  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk. 

In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
the  galleries  or  loWiy,  the  Speaker  (or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House)  shaU  have  power  to 
Older  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  wiUiin  the  lobby  or 
lower  gallery  but  members  of  the  Senate,  officers  of  the 
General  Qovemment,  foreign  ministers,  and  such  as 
are  introduced  by  the  Speaker,  or  some  other  member 
of  the  House. 

Stenographers  shall  be  admitted,  and  the  Speaker 
ahall  assign  such  places  to  them  on  the  floor  as 
■ol  interfiNre  with  the  convenience  of  the  House. 


Seoondi^. — Of  Decorum  and  Debate. 

When  any  member  is  abost  to  speak  in  debate,  or 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  House,  he  shall  rise  fifom  hia 
seat,  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  Mr.  Speaker. 

If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otiierwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall*  or  ai^  mena* 
her  may,  call  to  order ;  in  which  case,  the  meq^Mr  ao 
called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit-down,  unless  par- 
mitted  to  explain,  and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  toi, 
decide  on  the  case,  but  without  debate.  If  there  be  no 
appeal,  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  shall  be  submitted  to* 
If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  member  called  to  order» 
he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed ;  if  otherwise,  and  the 
case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  censure  of  the 
House. 

When  two  or  more  members  happen  to  rise  at  once, 
the  Speaker  riiall  name  the  member  who  is  first  to 
speak. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  tbe  same 
question,  without  leave  of  the  Hoase,  nor  more  than 
once,  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have 
spoken. 

Whilst  the  Speaker  is  putting  any  question,  or  ad« 
dressing  the  House,  none  shall  walk  out  of,  or  across  the 
House ;  nor,  in  such  case,  or  when  a  member  is  speaking, 
shall  entertain  private  discourse ;  nor,  whilst  a  memb^ 
is  speaking,  shall  pass  between  him  and  the  Chair. 

No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question,  in  the  event 
of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested ; 
or,  in  any  case,  where  he  was  not  present  when  the 
question  was  put. 

Upon  a  division  and  count  of  the  House  on  any  ques- 
tion, no  member  vrithout  the  bar  shall  be  counted. 

Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  whea  « 
question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Hooae, 
for  special  reasons,  shaU  excuae  him. 

When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  riiall  be 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shmll  be 
handed  to  the  vhair,  and  read  aloud  by  ^e  Clerk  be- 
fore debated. 

Every  motion  shall  be  lednoad  to  writing,  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it. 

After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by 
the  Clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  possession  ii 
the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a 
decision  or  amendment. 

When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  Aall  be 
received,  unless  for  the  previous  question,  to  postpone 
it  indefinitely,  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain,  to  lie  on 
the  table,  to  commit  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  adjourn. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

The  previous  question  ahall  be  in  tbia  form :  *^  ShaU 
the  main  question  be  now  put  t"  It  shall  only  be  ad- 
mitted when  demanded  by  five  members ;  and,  until  it 
is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further 
debate  of  the  main  question. 

On  a  previous  question  there  shall  be  no  debate. 

When  a  question  is  postponed  indefinitely,  the  same 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  again  during  the  session. 

Any  member  may  call  for  the  division  of  a  question, 
where  the  sense  will  admit  of  it. 

A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  shaU 
preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main  question. 

Motions  and  reporta  may  be  cdnmitted  at  the  pleasore 
of  the  House. 

No  new  motion  or  proposition  shall  be  admitted  under 
color  of  amendment,  aa  a  aabstitnte  for  the  motion  or 
propoaitioii  under  debata. 
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¥f  ben  a  motioii  baf  been  onoe  made  and  carried  in 
fibe  afirautive  or  negatiffe,  it  ahaJl  be  in  order  for  any 
ruitkm  BMijori^  to  mohre  for  the  reconaideration 


Whflo  the  reading  of  a  |>aper  is  called  for,  and  the 
atme  »  ohj— ted  to  bj  anj  mepiber,  iiriiall  bo  deter- 
■iocd  bgr  •  v^^to  of  the  Hooee. 

Tbe  nnfiniabed  bosineee  in  whicb  the  Hoase  ¥ra0  en- 
pgti  at  the  lael  paacadiny  adjoarnment*  ahall  bave 
Ibe  prefoieaoo  in  the  ocdera  of  the  day ;  and  no  motioti 
m  my  otlier  boaaieas  tball  be  received,  witboot  speoial 
leaTc  of  tbe  Hawmey  imtil  tbe  former  ia  diapoaed  o£ 

U  a  qpeatioii  depending  be  loat  by  adjoumflient  of 
ttie  Boom;  and  reviYed  on  the  auoceeding  day,  no  mem- 
ber, ifbo  aball  have  apofcen  twice  on  the  pmeeding  day, 
aMI  be  pennitted  agam  to  apeak  wttheot  leave. 

£very  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur* 
B»ee  of  t^  Senate  shall  be  neeeasary,  shaU  be  read 
to  Ae  H€»aae,and  lead  on  (be  table,  on  a  day  pieeedtng 
tiMtiawbidi  the  same  shall  be  moved,  nrnkes  the  House 
aiiail  otherwise  expressly  allow. 

PetitioBs,  memorials,  and  other  papers,  addressed  to 
the  Hoose,  shall  be  presented  by  the  Speakeiv  or  by  a 
member  ia  bia  plaee ;  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents 
tbeeeef  sball  verbally  be  made  by  the  introducer,  and 
ahall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of  their  being 
firat  i«ad,  nnleas  where  the  House  sball  direct  other- 
wdee;  but  skaU  lie  on  tbe  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
onler  tbey  were  read. 

iloy  fifteen  members  (including  the  Speaker,  if  there 
be  one,)  shall  be  anthoriied  to  compel  the  attendance 
ef  absent  members. 

Opon  calls  of  tbe  Honsey  or  in  taking  the  yeas  and 
■a^a  on  any  qoeBtio%  the  names  ef  tha  members  shall 
be  called  alphabetically. 

Any  member  may  excuse  himself  from  serving  on  any 
committee  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  if  he  is  then 
m  member  of  two  other  committees. 

No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of 
the  HooBOy  unless  be  have  leave,  or  be  sick  and  unable 
to  attend. 

Upon  a  caO  of  the  House,  the  names  of  tbe  members 
ikafi  be  called  over  by  the  Clerk,  and  the  absentees 
noted;  alter  which  tbe  names  of  the  absentees  shall 
again  be  called  over,  the  doors  shall  then  be  shut,  and 
IbbOfle  for  whom  no  excuse,  or  insufficient  excuses  are 
made,  may,  by  order  of  Ae  House,  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody as  they  appear,  or  may  be  sent  for  and  taken  into 
coatody,  wherever  to  be  found,  by  special  messengers, 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

'Wben  a  member  shall  be  discharged  from  custody, 
and  admitted  to  his  seat,  tbe  House  shall  determine 
wbMbersnch  discharge  shall  be  with,  or  without  paying 
fees ;  and,  in  tike  manner,  whether  a  delinquent  mem- 
ber, taken  into  custody  by  a  special  messenger,  shall,  or 
shall  not,  be  liable  to  defrtiy  the  expenses  of  such  special 
meesenger. 

A  Bergeant-at^Arms  shall  be  appointed  to  bold  bis 
oIKce  during  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  whose  duty  It 
ahall  be  to  attend  the  House  during  its  sitting ;  to  ex- 
ecute the  commands  of  the  House,  from  time  to  time  ; 
together  with  all  such  process  issued  by  authority  there- 
€i,  n»  shall  be  directed  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

The  fees  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be,  for  every 
arreet.  the  sum  of  two  dollars ;  for  each  day's  custody 
and  releasement,  one  dollar ;  and  for  travelling  expenses 
of  himael^or  a  special  messenger,  going  and  returning, 
one  tenth  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

Seven  standing  committees  shall  be  appdnted  at  the 
ennmencement  of  each  session,  viz : 
9ih  C0N.-—IO 


A  Committee  of  Elections,  a  Committee  of  Clainu^ 
a  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  a  Conn 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands — to  consist  of  seven  members  each. 

A  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unllnished  Business^aAi 
a  Committee  of  Accounttfa  to  eonsiet  of  three  memn 
beneaeh. 

It  shaU  be  the  du^  of  tbe  Committee  of  Electiona  to 
examine  and  report  upon  tbe  oert^cates  of  ^ection^  eat 
other  oredenlials,  of  the  members  fatumed  to  serve  in 
this  HoQaC)  and  to  take  into  Uieir  consideration  all  such 
petitions,  and  other  matteiBs  touching  elections  and  x%* 
tumst  aa  shall^  or  m^  be,  presented^  or  come  in  qaea* 
tion«  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House. 

It  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Claim* 
to  take  into  consideration  all  such  petitions  and  mattera 
or  things  touching  claims  and  demands  on  ^  United 
States,  as  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  itt 
question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to 
report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  such  pro- 
positions for  relief  therein,  as  to  them  sball  seem  es* 
pedient. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  petitions  and  matters  or  things  touching  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  as  shaU 
be  presented,  or  sball  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from  time 
to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said.  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  take  into  consideration  all  such  reporte  of 
tbe  Treasury  Department,  and  all  such  propositionarel* 
ative  to  the  revenue,  as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
House ;  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  debt;  of 
tbe  revenue  and  of  the  expenditures ;  and  to  veporty 
from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon ;  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  seveml  public  departments,  and  par- 
ticularly into  the  laws  making  appropriations  of  moneji% 
and  to  report  whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbumed 
conformably  with  such  law ;  and  also  to  report  frma 
time  to  time^  such  provisions  and  armngemento  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  theeconomy  of  the  dcpajrtnanti^ 
and  the  accountability  of  their  officeia. 

It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on  th« 
Public  Lands  to  take  into  consideratbn  all  such  peti- 
tions, and  matters  or  things,  respecting  the  lands  of  the 
United  Statea,  asshall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  dome 
in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House ;  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  soch  * 
prepositions  for  relief  therein,  aa  to  them  abaH  seomes* 
pedient. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  ef  Kevi- 
sal  and  Unfinished  Business  to  examine  and  report 
what  laws  have  expired,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  re- 
qnire  to  be  reeved,  or  frnther  continued ;  alee,  to  ex- 
amine and  report,  from  the  Journal  of  the  last  session, 
all  such  matters  as  were  then  depending  and  undeter> 
mined. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Ao- 
oounto  to  superintend  and  control  the  expenditure  of 
the  contingent  fond  of  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
and  to  ainlit  and  settle  all  aocounto  which  may  be 
charged  thereon ;  and,  also,  to  audit  the  accounte  of 
the  members  for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  their  attendance  in  the  House. 

No  committee  shall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House,  without  special  leave. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  shall  take  an  oath  for  the 
true  and  faithfbl  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  to 
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the  bcflt  of  hU  knowledge  and  abilities,  and  shall  be 
deemed  to  continue  in  office  until  another  be  appointed. 

It  afaall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  at 
the  end  of  each  session,  to  send  a  printed  copy  of  the 
Journals  thereof  to  the  fixecutire,  and  to  eadi  branch 
of  the  Legislature  of  every  State. 

Whenever  confidential  communications  are  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  House 
•hall  be  cleared  of  all  penons,  except  the  members  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  such 
eommunications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber, shall  inform  the  House  that  he  has  communica- 
tions to  make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept 
secret,  the  House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared  till 
the  communication  be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  de- 
termine whether  the  matter  communicated  requires 
secrecy  or  not,  and  take  order  accordingly. 

All  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of  business  to 
be  acted  on,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Thirdly^Of  Bilis. 

Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave,  or 
by  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee; and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the 
same  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  nature, 
one  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  the  motion 
to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  every  such  motion  may  be  com- 
mitted. 

Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings  in  the 
House  previous  to  its  passage;  and  all  bills  shall  be 
despatched  in  order  as  they  were  introduced,  unless 
where  the  House  shall  direct  otherwise ;  but  no  bill 
•hall  be  twice  read  on  the  same  day,  without  special 
order  of  the  House. 

The  first  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  for  information, 
and,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  question  shall  be, 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected  1"  If  no  opposition  be  made, 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  shall 
go  to  its  second  reading  without  a  qi^estion. 

Upon  die  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  Speaker  shall 
•tate  it  as  ready  for  commitment  or  engrossment ;  and 
if  committed,  then  a  question  shall  be,  whether  to  a 
•elect  or  standing  committee,  or  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House ;  if  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
the  House  shall  determine  on  what  day.  But,  if  the 
bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  the  House  shall  ap- 
point the  day  when  it  shall  be  read  the  third  time. 

After  commitment  and  report  thereof  to  die  House, 
or  at  any  tune  befinre  its  passage,  a  bill  may  be  recom- 
mitted. 

All  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  shall  be  executed 
in  a  fahr  round  hand. 

When  a  Mil  shall  pass,  it  shall  be  certified  by  the 
Clerk,  noting  the  day  of  iu  passage  at  the  foot  thereof. 
Fourthly^Of  Committee*  of  the  Whole  House. 

It  shall  be  a  standing  order  of  the  day,  throughout 
the  session,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  Uie  Union. 

In  forming  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
Speaker  shall  leave  his  chair,  and  a  chairman,  to  pre- 
side in  committee,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 

Upon  bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  the  bill  shall  be  first  read  throughout  by  the 
Clerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clauses, 
leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  the  body 
of  the  bill  shall  not  be  defaced  or  interlined ;  but  all 
amendmento,  noting  the  page  and  Une,  shall  be  duly 


entered  by  the  Clerk  on  a  separate  paper,  as  the  i 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  so  reported  to 
the  House.  After  report,  the  bill  shall  again  be  ovl>- 
ject  to  be  debated,  and  amended  by  clanses,  belbre  a 
question  to  engross  it  be  taken. 

An  amendments  made  to  a  report,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall  be  noted  and  so- 
ported  as  in  the  case  of  bills. 

All  questions,  whether  in  committee  or  in  the  Houeoy 
shall  be  propounded  in  the  order  in  vrhidi  they  wen 
moved ;  except  that,  in  filling  up  blanks,  the  iaiyosi 
sum,  and  longest  time,  shall  be  first  pat. 

No  motion  or  propoettion  for  a  tax,  or  diargjB  npoa 
the  people,  shall  be  discussed  the  day  on  wUch  it  is 
made  or  ofifored,  and  every  such  propiMition  ehall  re- 
ceive its  first  discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

No  sum,  or  quantum  of  tax,  or  duty,  voted  by  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall  be  incrcaoed  in 
the  House,  uatil  the  motion  or  proposition  for  such  ia- 
crease  shall  be  first  discussed  and  voted  in  a  Coonait- 
tee  of  the  whole  House ;  and  so  in  respect  to  the  time 
of  its  continuance. 

All  proceedings,  touching  appropriations  of  money, 
shall  be  first  discussed  ia  a  Committee  of  the  wfaola 
House. 

The  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  House  shall  be  ob> 
served  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  so  fiv  as 
they  may  be  applicable,  except  .the  rule  limitiag  the 
times  of  speaking ;  but  no  member  shall  speak  twice 
to  any  question  until  every  member,  choosing  to  apeak, 
shall  have  spoken. 

No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  re- 
scinded without  one  day's  notice  being  given  of  fhm 
motion  therefor. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  two  Houses, 
In  every  case  of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed  to  in 
one  House,  and  diMented  to  in  the  other,  if  either 
House  shall  request  a  conference  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer,  such  committees  shall, 
at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  chair- 
main,  meet  in  the  Conference  chamber,  and  state  to 
each  other,  verbally  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall  choosey 
the  reasons  of  their  respective  Houses  for  and  against 
the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced 
at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall 
be  respectfully  communicated  to  the  Chair  by  the  per^ 
son  by  whom  it  may  be  sent. 

The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a  mea- 
sage  shall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativas 
to  the  Senate. 

Measages  shall  be  sent  by  such  persons  as  a  sense  of 
propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  proper. 
While  bilk  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two 
Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each  House,  respect- 
ively. 

After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall 
be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or  the 
other  House,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined  by 
a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  aa  a 
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flNir^i*^  eommittee  for  tbftl  purpooe,  who 
fiittj  oomptTO  tJie  eBfobnent  with  the  engrosMd  hilis, 
fts  yarned  ia  the  two  Houses,  mnd  oorrecting  any  errors 
thet  m^j  be  dIscoYered  in  the  enrolled  bills,  make  their 
iq>ort  forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

AAer  examination  and  ippoTit  each  bill  shall  be 
ngoed  in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker  of 
tfae  House  of  Bepreaentatives,  then  by  the  President  of 
tfie  Senate. 

After  a  bill  shall  have  been  thus  signed  in  each 
House,  It  shall  be  presented  by  the  said  committee  to 
the  Preadent  of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation, 
it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll,  certify- 
ing in  which  House  the  same  originated ;  which  en- 
dorMment  riiall  be  signed  by  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  (as 
Ibe  case  may  be)  of  the  House  in  which  the  same  did 
ordinate,  and  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each 
House.  The  said  eommittee  shall  report  the  day  of 
presentation  to  the  President,  which  time  shall  akK>  be 
careftUly  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each  House. 

All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
pvesented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbtttioii*  shall  also,  in  the  same  manner,  be  previ- 
oQsiy  enrolled,  examined,  and  signed,  and  shall  be  pre- 
sented in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  committee 
aa  provided  in  case  of  biUs. 

When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
shall  judge  it  proper  to  make  anoint  address  to  the  Pres- 
ident, it  shall  be  presented  to  lum  in  his  audience  cham- 
ber by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 


Wbdnesdat,  December  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Annistead  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiNDLET,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  ninth  instant,  the 
^•Citioo  of  Thomas  Spalding,  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  complaining  of  an  uadue  election  and 
leturo  of  Cowles  Mead,  one  of  the  members  re- 
lamed  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State 
of  Georgia,  made  a  report  thereupon  ;  which  was 
lead,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  report  ofa  select  committee, 
made  the  17th  of  February.  1804,  on  a  letter  of 
Wiiliani  H.  Harrison.  President  of  a  Convention 
held  at  Viacennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  de- 
dMlag  the  content  of  the  people  of  the  said  Ter- 
rilory  to  a  sospeostoa  of  the  sixth  article  of  com- 
pset  between  the  United  States  and  the  said 
people ;  ako,  on  a  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
mhabitants  of  the  said  Territory ;  be  referred  to 
Mr.  QABNgTT.  Mr.  Mobrow  of  Ohio^  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  WAi.TOiff,  and  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 

A  petitioo  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory  was 
preMted  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
tJie  iotrodoetioo  of  slaves  into  the  said  Territory 
DMT  lie  permitted  by  Congress ;  that  the  right  of 
snrage  therein  may  be  enlarged ;  that  the  salt 
licks  aad  sf  rings  in  the  said  Territory  may  be 
ceded  to  them  on  certain  conditions ;  that  a  cer- 
tain deaertpttoa  of  daimaott  to  land,  in  the  said 
Temtory,  Bay  be  permiued  to  oiake  entry  thereof 


in  the  mode  therein  stated;  that  no  division  of 
the  said  Territory  may  take  place ;  and  that  the 
citizens  thereof  may  be  permitted  to  form  a  State 
government  as  soon  as  their  population  will  per- 
mit the  measure. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land 
settled,  and  intending  to  settle,  on  that  part  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  west  of  Ohio,  and  east  of  the 
boundary  line  running  from  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river,  praying  that  the  said  tract  of  country^ 
may  be  added  to  and  made  part  of  the  State  cd 
Ohio. 

Ordered,  That,  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  committee  last  appointed;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  sixth  instant,  presented  a  bill  eHtablishing 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Tbnnet,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  further  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tennet,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  partj  an  act 
entitled  An  act  regulating  foreign  corns,  ana 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  petition  of  certain  actual  settlers  on  landi 
lately  sold  by  Congress,  as  pre-emption  lands^ 
lying  between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  Ohio^ 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read^  prayioff  a 
remission  of  interest,  and  an  extension  of  Uie 
terms  of  [Niyment  for  their  lands. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard, 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any  and  if  any,  what  altsrations  are  neceasarj 
in  the  act  respecting  the  compensation  to  grand  and 
other  jurors  summoned  to  serve  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Southard  prefaced  this  motion  by  statinff 
that  he  had  been  m formed  that  jurors  in  the  di^ 
ferent  Courts  of  the  United  States  received  varioos 
oompensations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  the  Houae  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
"supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  regnla- 
ting  the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refu» 
fireee  Irom  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia." 

This  bill  directs  the  following  locations  of  land 
and  patents  to  be  granted : 

**  To  Charlotte  Hazen,  widow  of  Moses  Hazen,  six- 
teen hundred  acres;  Elijah  Ayte, senior, one  thousand 
acres ;  Elijah  Ayre,  jun.,  three  hundred  and  tweotr 
acres ;  and  Anthony  Burk,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. ' 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
this  bill  is  predicated,  in  virtue  of  inexecated  re- 
solutions of  the  old  Congress ;  when  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reprfrd  it  witiu>u^4MiiendflAent ;  in 
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whioh  report  the  Hoose  imnaediately  coactirred, 
aad  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  rf  ad ing  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Moasow  presented  a  petition,  of  a  very  in- 
tere^tiog  oature^  from  Fraocis  Messooier.  a  native 
of  France;  stating  that  from  numerous  experi- 
ikients  made  by  him,  in  the  vicioiiy  of  Ciooiaoati, 
ift  the  State  of  Ohio,  he  believes  he  will  be  able 
to  cultivate  the  vine  with  complete  success;  that 
the  experiments  made  hare  issued  in  results  equal 
to  his  most  sangn  ine  expectations ;  that  he  believes 
be  will  be  able  to  supply  wines  of  a  quality  equal, 
to  those  of  France  competent  to  the  demand  of 
tlie  State  at  one  fourth  of  the  price  of  imported 
wines;  that  the  fever  and  ague,  so  prevalent  on 
the  Wf  stern  waters,  is.  in  his  opinion,  greatly  ow- 
Big  to  the  inability  of  the  people,  from  the  exor- 
bitant price  of  wine,  to  consume  it  in  connexion 
with  the  bark;  that  he  is  convinced  that  the  bot- 
toms of  Ohio  areas  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  grape  as  the  hills  of  France;  and  soliciting 
either  the  grant,  or  the  sale  on  an  extended  credit 
of  section  29,  in  township  No.  3,  range  0^  on  Mad 
river,  a  situation  which  he  considers  singularly 
fiivorable  to  a  vineyard. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.Smith  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  'Mn  addition  to  an  act  to  make  prorision 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds,  received  in  the  actual  service  or  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Committee  having  passed  through  the  bill, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ths  House  immediately  took  up  the  report; 
and  on  the  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a  third 
leading. 

Mr.  Alston  asked  fbr  information  with  regard 
to  a  new  principle  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
contained  in,  the  first  section.  He  observed  that 
k  was  unknown  to  him  whether  the  United  States 
had  ever  placed  rolunteers  or  mil  ilia  on  their 
pension  list  If  this  bad  not  heretofore  been  done, 
and  it  should  be  done  at  this  late  period,  he  did 
not  know  where  the  business  would  end.  It  would 
be  nowise  difficult  for  any  person  to  bring  for- 
ward some  kind  ofeviden^  of  a  disability  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  showing  that  he 
bad  performed  some  service  or  other.  With  re- 
gard to  those  at  present  on  the  peihiion  list  of  the 
BUtes  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  for  them  to 
produce  the  evidence  required  by  this  law;  and 
the  States  might  after  the  passage  of  this  bill 
sweep  from  their  list  pensioners  of  the  description 
ootttemplated  in  the  bill.  Unless  a  proper  expla- 
nation of  these  circumstances  were  made,  Mr.  A. 
said  he  oould  not  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gregg  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  rela- 
tire  to  the  making  provision  for  persons  disabled 
in  the  militia,  or  acting  under  the  authority  of  a 
particular  State.  He  said  that  he  thought  it  a 
lorced  construction  of  the  act  of  1803  to  extend 
its  provii»ion  to  those  persons  employed  in  the 
laiutia  aecvica  oi;  wJho  acted  under  pattioalAr 


States.  He  read  the  provisions  of  that  aei,  mmd 
observed  that  they  did  not  contain  a  word  respeet- 
iog  the  militia,  or  ihoae  who  aated*  under  the 
order  of  States.  He  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  pension  list  those  who  acted 
under  the  authority  of  the  States.  There  mtglic 
be  some  bodies  who  had  been  ordered  out  by  par- 
ticular States,  who  so  far  from  being  recognised 
by  the  General  Government,  had  been  called  out 
in  contravention  of  their  orders.  It  would,  Mr. 
G.  thought,  be  very  extraordinary  to  place  such 
rp^n  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States.  He 
believed  that  all  proper  objects  who  had  been, 
drawn  out  under  State  orders,  were  on  State  pen- 
sion lists.  If  thesQ  men  were  aet  afloat  by  this 
act,  they  mi^ht  at  this  late  day^  owing  to  the  diP 
fieulty  of  collecting  proper  evidence,  be  left  wilk* 
out  remedy. 

Mr.  JoBif  C.  Smitb  said  that  the  bill  ooder 
consideration  was  precisely  similar  to  one  which 
had,  at  the  last  session,  been  agreed  to  in  the  Houee, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  but  which  had  not  been  conclasi^elj 
acted  upon.  He  observed  that  he  had  never  been 
very  tenacious  of  the  principle  on  which  gentle- 
men had  animadverted;  though  he  believed  that 
the  wounds  received  by  the  description  of  persons 
referred  to  had  been  as  serious  to  them,  and  as  im- 
portant to  their  country,  as  those  received  by  sol- 
diers in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
It  had  been  remarked  that  some  of  the  States  had 
made  provision  for  this  description  of  persons. 
Whether  this  was,  or  was  not  the  case,  he  did  not 
know.  But  if  gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  act 
of  1796,  they  would  find  a  provision  made  for 
commissioned  and  non-comuHssioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  militia  who  had  been  in  the  ear* 
vice  of  the  United  States  since  the  Revolutionary 
war*  The  principle  in  this  bill  was  the  same 
with  that  in  the  bill  pasted  in  1796.  In  thmt  in- 
stance the  militia  had  been  called  out  fbr  the  gene- 
ral service  under  the  authority  of  particular  Staiea. 
Congress  then  thought  proper  to  provide  U»  such, 
a  case.  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  any  thing  which  made 
it  less  proper  to  provide  for  similar  cases  which 
had  occurred  during  the  RevuluticHiary  war.  It 
was  true  that  the  provision  wouid  be  applicable 
to  but  a  few  individuals,  bat  this  could  not  afl^t 
their  claims  to  the  justice  oftJieir  oouoirv*  H«w 
far  this  provision  might  operate  un«|iiaily,  em* 
cially  on  States  who  had  akeady  made  peoaiston 
for  their  militia,  he  did  not  know.  He  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  i«ets  alluded  to.  He  w«a 
perfectly  willing  that  the  bill  should  lie,  until  cor- 
rect information  should  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Mabion  hoped  the  words  would  not  be 
struck  out.  He 'perceived  no  real  difference  be- 
tween the  claims  of  the  militia  and  of  those  i& 
regular  service.  It  was  true  that  some  States  had 
made  provision  for  their  militia.  But  everv  State 
in  the  Union  ousht  to  bear  the  burdea  of  the  war 
equally ;  it  ought  not  to  fall  exclusively  on  thoee 
States  which  had  been  invaded,  and  whose  milt- 
tia  had  consequently  heen  the  most  exposed.  Al- 
though sufih  Staitea  had  made  a  provision^  it  was^ 
more  conaooaat  to  equity  and  iestiee  that  iha 
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UvioQ  should  bear  tbe  burden.  QentlemeD  should 
l^eolleec  diat  the  sectioo  only  proTided  for  those 
who  had  heeu  engaged  in  the  general  service. 

The  qoesiion  was  (ben  taken  on  Mr.  OfiEOo'e 
IBotioo,  and  lost — ayes  16. 

it  was  tbeo  ordered,  without  a  division^  that 
Che  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to  morrow. 


Thursday,  December  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British 
ProTinees  of  Canada  and  Nova*  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  ^An  act  to 
make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
aerriee  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolo- 
Ciooary  war,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tkA  Whole  on  the  bill  suppemencary  to  the  ''Act 
XDaking  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Gk>vernmeot 
of  France)  the  payment  of  which  has  been  a»- 
siMied  bf  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  30th  of  ApriJ,  1803.  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic ;"  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
withevt  amendment  aad  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
end  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Governor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory, 
stating  their  objections  to  a  division  thereof 
into  two  Territories ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Garnett,  Mr.  MoR- 
jtow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Pares,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Walton,  and 
Mr.  Van  Cortlani>t. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
^Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Edward  Toppan,  George 
Jeakias,  and  William  Currier,  of  Newburyport,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts^  The  Committee  rose 
»od  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  follows : 

ftflialii/,  That  the  pttitimi  of  Edward  Toppan  and 
■^Amn  m  teasonahle,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
poTsoani  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell, 

JReaoloed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
iaqnire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  the 
tftmimittee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gborob  W.  Campbcll,  Mr. 
Cooc,  Mr.'OOLnsaoKOOnH,  hir.  WioKES,and  Mr. 


Jackvon,  be  appointed  a  committee,  purbuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

C>n  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 

Resolved,  Tlrat  the  Committee  of  Commerea 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  consider  tha 
several  acts  relative  to  the  bounties  on  salted  fish, 
talren  in  vessels  of  different  sizes,  and  to  consider 
and  report  what  alterations,  if  any,  be  necessarjr 
to  equalise  such  bounties;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Stanton, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  of  Way's  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  mada 
in  the  several  acts  ixing  the  salaries  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  collectors  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage ;  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  te 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act^ 
entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  (Mirt,  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes."    The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  <ftj.,  That  the  act,  entitled  «An  act  t6 
stispend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
Ibreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  and  con^ 
tinned  in  force  ibr  the  term  of  —  years  firom  the  paa»* 
ing  hereof 

Mr.  Tennet  moved  the  follbwhig  substitute 
after  the  enacting  words: 

'«That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act  regular 
ting  foreign  coins,"  and  for  other  purposes^  as  is  con- 
tained in  ihe  second  section  thereof;  be  and  the  same  ii 
hereby  further  suspended,  during  the  term  of  — — vean 
from  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress.'' 

Mr.  Yabnum  wished  that  the  section  referred 
to,  which  prohibits  any  foreign  coin,  excepting 
Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  parts  thereof,  from  be- 
ing a  leffal  tender,  tnieht,  instead  of  beins^  sus^ 
pended,  be  repealed.  That  provision,  he  said,  had 
be^n  introduced  under  the  idea  that  the  coin  of 
the  United  States  would  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
mand, which  had  been  found  to  be  erroneous. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  differed  so  widely  from  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  that  he  entertained 
strong  doubts  of  the  policy  even  of  suspending 
the  provision.  There  were  very  few  forei£;n  coins 
in  circulation  besides  Spanish  milled  dollars  an<^ 
British  guineas.  If  the  suspension  were,  there- 
fore, confined  to  these,  it  would  be,  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  public  convenience,  equivalent  to  A 
repeal.  Erery  one  knew  that  there  had  been,  fot 
some  years  past,  a  large  quantity  of  bad  money 
in  circulation.  By  the  proposed  repeal,  this  de- 
scription of  money  would  be  again  brought  back: 

Mr*  Maoon  (Speaker)  said,  that,  if  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  were  adopted, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  go  further  than  he  had 
suggested.  In  addition  to  the  coins  mentioned  bf 
him,  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  it  to  P«muguese 
guineas,  which  were  extensively  circulated.  But 
ha  eoneidered  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemad 
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from  Masssachusetts  the  besi.  When  we  oao  do 
without  foreign  coi'ds,  we  may  declare  that  they 
shall  Dot  be  a  legal  tender.  Since  last  May,  when 
the  provision  contemplated  to  be  renewed,  ceased, 
there  had  been  no  complaints.  The  necessities  of 
the  country  required,  the  use  of  French  coins. 
With  regard  to  our  own  coin,  in  many  parts  of 
the  Union  it  was  as  difficult  to  find  a  gold,  as  a 
flying  eagle.  Into  his  part  of  the  country,  Mr.  M. 
said,  It  never  found  its  way. 

Mr.  Varnum  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  TsiiNET,  byr  striking  out  the  words :  '^  fur- 
ther suspended  during  the  term  of years  from 

the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congrefis,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  **  repealed." 

Mr.  J.  Clay  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
take  place.  If  there  were  any  real  inconvenience, 
it  would  be  entirely  obviated  by  the  proposed  sus- 
pension. He  acknowledged  that  when  he  was 
up  before,  the  Portuguese  gold  had  escaped  bis  at- 
tention—but it  was  so  clipped  and  mutilated  as 
scarcely  to  be  considered  as  coin,  and  the  fact  was, 
that  it  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  banks.  If  the 
repealing  provision  should  be  confined  to  the  gold 
coins,  he  snould  have  no  great  objection  to  it;  but 
there  was  no  necessity  of  introducing  into  the 
circula  on  any  other  silver  coin  than  that  now 
authorized.  Some  of  the  foreign  coins  were  so 
roughly  executed  as  not  to  furnish  a  proper  pro- 
tection against  counterfeits.  The  great  security 
attending  coins,  as  well  as  bank  notes,  was  the 
excellence  of  the  workmanship. 
.  Mr.  Jackson  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from   Massachusetts, 

gdr.  Varnum.)  All  economical  writers  agreed 
at  the  wealtn  of  nations  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  quantity  of  the  circolatinsf  pre- 
cious metals.  For  this  reason,  he  thought  it  im- 
politic to  restrict  the  circulation  of  foreign  coins 
in  the  United  States.  It  was,  likewise,  improper 
to  legislate  frequently  on  the  subject.  It  had  been 
found  that  the  mint  could  not  furnish  a  sufficient 
supply  of  coin  for  our  purposes,  especially  while 
such  vast  quantities  went  out  of  the  country.  All 
objections  made  to  a  repeal  were  obviated  by  the 
consideration  that  the  existing  law  provides,  that 
foreign  coins  shall  pass  by  weight.  Mr.  J.  conclu- 
ded by  saying,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  that  money  should 
circulate  more  extensively  than  it  ever  had  done. 
Mr.  Varnum  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  grounded  his  objection  on  the  idea 
that  foreign  coins  were  more  easily  counterfeited 
than  those  of  the  United  States.  He  should,  how- 
ever, recollect  that  those  who  resided  in  the  coun- 
try did  not  possess  that  kind  of  knowledge  which 
belonged  to  those  acquainted  with  bank  transac- 
tions. They  saw  but  little  money,  and  always  in 
small  quantities,  and  were  as  likely  to  take  false 
coin  of  the  United  Slates  as  foreign  coin.  The 
real  situation  of  the  United  States,  as  to  money, 
was  this :  In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  was 
so  specie  whatever ;  there  was  nothing  but  paper. 
1a  theJBIastern  parts  of  the  Union  this  was  peculi- 
arly so.  owing  to  the  great  number  of  banks  which 
circulated  the  greater  part  of  their  notes  at  a  con- 


siderable distance.  This  scarcity  of  specie  arose, 
in  a  great  meaauxe.  from  foreign  coins  not  beiof 
allowed  to  be  a  le^al  tender.  He  thought  it  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  United  States  toadroit 
all  foreign  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender,  under  the 
existing  limitation^*  of  law.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  Mr.  V.'s  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to — ayes  79. 

Mr.  Tbnnet's  amendment,  thus  amended,  was 
agreed  to,  when  the  Committee  rose.  The  noose 
immediately  took  up,  concurred  in  their  report, and 
ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  20. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  "Act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  Government 
of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  united  States,  by  virtue  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  30th  of  April  1803,  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  French  Republic/'  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the 
act, entitled  ^An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,''  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  ^^Ao  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  *An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof." 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Toppao,  Georee  Jenkins, 
and  William  Currier ;  which  was  read.twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Crowninshielo,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the 
oath  and  giving  bond,  in  cases  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  moved  to  add  a  new  rule  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

**  That  the  first  named  member  of  any  commitlee, 
appointed  by  the  Speaker,  or  the  House,  shall  be  tlho 
Chairman ;  and  in  case  of  his  absenoe,  or  being  ex- 
cused by  the  House,  the  next  named  member,  uid  a» 
on,  as  the  case  shall  happen,  unless  the  committee,  by 
a  majority  of  theur  number,  elect  a  Chairman.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  any  committee  to  meet,  on  the  call  of 
any  two  of  their  members,  if  the  Chairman  be  absent, 
or  decline  to  appoint  such  meeting." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mo- 
tion at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  was  agreed  to  oy  the  House. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  this  House,  undei^  the  fourth  head  *'  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House,"  as  is  contained  ia 
the  third  paragraph  thereof,  be  amended,  by  strik- 
ing out,  ia  the  fourth  line  of  the  paragiaph,  the 
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word  ^  title,''  and  insertiogf,  in  liea  thereof,  the 
^word  "preamble." 

A  peiiiion  of  Qeorge  Rogers  Clark  was  pre 
sentea  to  the  House  and  read,  prayin;^  that  Con- 
gress will  coofirm  to  him  a  grant  of  lands,  made 
by  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Piankeshaw 
nation  of  Indians,  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Monday,  December  23. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
CSoFernor  and  presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Michi^n,  relative  to  the  state  of  that  Terri- 
tory ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Jackson,  Morrow  of  Ohio,  Smi- 
LIB,  Ellis,  and  MooR£  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to 
provide  for  light-houses  in  Loiig  Island  Sound ; 
and  to  declare  Roxbury.  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ehosetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committeeof  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
liaods,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twentieth 
instant,  the  petition  of  George  RogersClark,  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read. and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
George  Rogers  Clark  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  signed  by  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  their 
President,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
may  ing  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania,  passed 
the  15th  of  March  last,  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
the  porpuses  therein  mentioned,"  the  better  to  ena- 
ble the  memorialists  to  sink  additional  piers  in  the 
river  Delaware,  for  the  security  and  protection  of 
Teasels  employed  in  the  commerce  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia.  Referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

A  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monalty, of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  prompt  and 
efficient  measures  may  be  taken  by  Congress  for 
potting  their  city  and  port  into  an  adequate  state 
of  defence^ — Referred 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  Samuel  Blodg- 
et,  representing  thai  subscriptions  for  a  University 
in  Washington  have  already  been  made  to  the 
nomber  of  eighteen  thousand,  and  a  sum  received 
amounting  to  $30,000,  and  requesting  Congress  to 
designate  the  site  with  the  lots  or  lands  that  may 
be  intended  therefor,  and  to  grant  such  other  pat- 
ronage as  they  may  think  proper. — Referred  to  a 
committee  of  &ve  members. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates 
to  aggressions  committed  by  the  vessels  of  foreign 
nations,  &«.,  made  a  report,  in  part,  submitting 


two  letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  three  resolutions,  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $150,000  be  appropri- 
ated to  cause  oar  ports  and  harbors  to  be  protected. 

2.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $260,000  be  appropri* 
ated,  to  cause  to  be  built  a  number  of  fl^unboats,  not 
exceeding  fifty,  for  the  protection  of  our  ports  simI 
harbors^ 

8.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $660,600  be  appropri-^ 
ated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to^ 
cause  to  be  built  six  line-of-battle  ships. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  these  resolutions 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that,  in  the  year  1797, 
Congress  passed  an  act  relative  to  certain  balances 
due  by  several  of  the  States  to  the  United  States, 
by  which  those  States  were  enabled  to  discharge 
the  balances  by  expending  a  part  thereof  in  the 
defence  of  their  ports  and  harbors.  He  under- 
stood that  one  State  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  this  object;  but  it  was  not  known  what  was  the 
issue  of  the  appropriation,  or  what  had  been  done 
by  other  States.  That  the  subject  might  be  elu- 
cidated, he  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  Thst  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  whether  any  and 
what  measures  hare  been  taken  by  the  States  indebted 
to  the  United  States  to  discharge  the  balances  due,  un« 
der  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1797, 
entitled  an  act  for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  immediately  took  up  the  resolution 
and  agreed  to  it ;  and  the  Speaker  appointed  a 
committee  of  two  members  to  pre&eot  it  to  the 
President. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  respecting  the  contested  election  of 
CowLEs  Meao.  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
berve  in  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  this  case: 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Spalding,  claiming  a  seat  in  this 
House,  as  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in 
the  place  of  Cowles  Mead,  who  has  been  return^,  and 
has  taken  a  seat  in  the  House,  having  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  heard  the  petitioner  and  sit- 
ting member  thereon,  report : 

That,  by  a  standing  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  the 
election  of  persons  to  represent  that  State  in  this  House, 
was  required  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, 1804,  in  the  respective  oounties  throughout  the 
State ;  that  three  or  more  county  magistrates  were  re- 
quired to  preside  at  the  election,  in  each  of  the  coun- 
ties, to  return  the  names  of  the  candidates,  and  the 
number  and  names  of  the  voters,  with  an  accurate  state 
of  the  poll,  and  to  transmit  tneir  said  returns,  by  ex- 
press, to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  within  twenty  days 
after  closing  the  poll  at  said  election;  that  the  Govern- 
or was  required,  within  five  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  twenty  days,  to  count  up  the  votes  from  the 
several  counties,  or  such  of  them  as  might  have  made 
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Mturns  for  each  person,  and  immediately  thereafter  to  ' 
iMue  bis  proclamation,  declaring  the  persons  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  to  be  elected  to  represent 
the  said  8tate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  under 
the  great  aeal  of  the  State,  to  each  of  them ;  that,  by 
«n  official  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  said  State, 
it  appears  that  the  votes  from  the  counties  of  Tatnal, 
Liberty,  and  Camden,  were  not  returned  to  the  Gov- 
ernor within  the  said  term  of  twraty  days  alter  the 
•lection,  nor  within  the  said  further  term  of  five  days 
thereafter ;  and  that,  of  the  votes  given  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, and  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  said  term 
of  twenty  days : 

Cowles  Mead  had 4,438 

And  Thomas  Spalding  had     ....   4,269 


Giving  the  said  Mead  a  majority  of 


169 


T  That  the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  aforesaid, 
counted  up  the  votes  so  returned  to  him  within  twenty 
days,  and  thereupon  issued  his  proclamation,  declsring 
that  the  said  Cowles  Mead  was  elected,  and  granted 
him  a  certificate  thereof. 

By  another  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  said 
State,  it  appears  that,  after  the  Governor  had  issued  his 
proclamation  as  aforesaid,  that  is,  on  the  27th  day  of 
Kovember,  1804,  tiie  returns  of  the  votes  given  at  the 
moA  election,  agreeably  to  the  law  aforesaid,  in  and  by 
tiM  coimtries  oKf  Tatnal,  Liberty,  and  Camden,  were 
Moaived  by  the  €rovemor,  being  transmitted  by  the 
presiding  magistrates  of  said  counties  raapectively ; 
ilMLt  both  of  the  said  certificates  from  the  Secretary  are 
in  due  form  of  law ;  that  the  said  returns  of  votes  firem 
the  three  last  mentioned  counties,  are  conformable  to 
law  in  every  respect,  except  that  they  were  not  trans- 
mitted to  the  Governor  within  the  limited  time  of  twen- 
ty days  after  the  election ;  that,  of  the  votes  so  returned 
from  the  said  three  counties,  after  the  expiration  of  said 
twenty  days,  Cowles  Mead  had  27,  and  Thomas  Spald- 
ing had  286 ;  which,  added  to  their  respective  num- 
bers of  votes,  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  term 
«f  twenty  days,  and  counted  by  him  as  aforesaid — 
Gives  to  Cowles  Mead,  in  the  whole  .  -  4,465 
And  to  Thomas  Spalding,  in  the  whole    -        -  4,504 


Leaving  the  said  Thomas  Spalding  a  ma- 
jority of       


39 


The  petitioner  ofifered  depositions  to  prove  that  the 
cause  of  the  failure  in  the  transmission  of  the  returns 
fr^m  the  three  last  counties  to  the  Governor,  within 
the  twenty  days  after  the  election,  was  a  hurricane 
which  rendered  the  roads  impassable ;  but,  as  the  sit- 
ting member  was  not  notified  to  be  present  at  the  tak- 
ing of  those  depositions,  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  admissible  evidence. 

The  petitioner  then  poposed  to  procure  other  evi- 
dence of  the  same  fact;  and  the  sitting  member  pro- 
posed to  procure  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
yoads  were  passable ;  but  the  committee  being  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  not  material  to  the  question  iKsfore  the 
House,  whether  the  said  failure  was  caused  by  the  act 
of  God,  as  alleged  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  the  foult  of 
the  returning  officers,  or  the  defect  of  the  law,  in  not 
providing  a  penalty  upon  officers  for  neglecting  their 
official  duty  of  transmitting  the  returns,  did  not  receive 
toy  evidence  on  that  point 

The  sitting  member  stated  to  ^e  committee  that  he 


could,  as  he  was  assured,  by  sending  to  Georgia,  obtain 
proof,  that  the  election  in  the  county  of  Tatnal  waa 
irregularly  held,  so  that  the  whole  return  of  that  county 
ought,  for  that  cause,  to  be  rejected ;  but,  finding  1^ 
calculation  that,  if  the  votes  oi  that  county,  of  whi(A 
twenty-four  were  for  himself  and  forty  for  the  petition- 
er, were  set  aside,  it  would  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election,  he  waived  that  objection,  and  rested  his  claim 
upon  the  principle  that  the  votes  of  all  the  three  laat 
mentioned  counties  are  void  by  the  law  of  Georgia,  not 
having  been  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  said  law. 

There  is  no  suggestion  of  any  firaud  or  intentional 
unfairness  in  the  election;  and  the  committee  add,  with 
pleasure,  that  the  conduct  of  both  the  gentlemen,  claim- 
ing the  contested  seat,  appears  to  have  been  candid 
and  honorable. 

Upon  the  foregoing  state  of  facts,  as  the  Constitotioo 
has  made  this  House  the  judge  of  the  elections  and  re- 
turns, as  virell  as  the  qualifications  of  ita  members ;  as 
the  returns  from  the  State  authorities,  therefore,  are 
only  prima  fade  evidence  of  an  election,  but  not  con- 
clusive upon  thb  House ;  as  there  is,  in  the  pgcsent 
case,  satis&ctory  proof,  that  the  votes  of  the  three  comi- 
ties in  question,  although  the  returns  thereof  were  not 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  in  season  to  be  considered 
by  him,  were  originally  good,  lawfUl,  and  ConstitutiDnal 
votes,  having  been  given  by  qualified  voters  on  the  day, 
at  the  places,  and  in  the  manner  presoibed  hy  law; 
and  as  neither  the  voters  who  gave  them,  nor  the  can- 
didates in  whose  fovor  they  were  given,  have  done  or 
omitted  anything  on  theur  part  to  forfeit  their  respect* 
ive  righta,  Uie  committee  are  of  opinion  that  those  votes 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and  therefore  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

RtBolvedy  That  Cowles  Mead,  returned  to  this  Houae 
as  a  member  thereof,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat ;  and  that  Thomas  Spalding  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  a  Representative  of  die  State 
of  Georgia. 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Findlbt, 
Resolved,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  etection 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  memorialist  and  sitting 
member  shall,  if  they  desire  it,  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mead  waived  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clay  intimated  a  desire  of  Mr.  SpALDiiiti 
to  the  same  effect;  when  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  look  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  o( 
Elections  in  this  case;  on  which  a  debate  eosBed^ 
which  occupied  nearly  the  residae  of  the  sit- 
ting. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  explained,  concisely,  some  of  the 
circumstances  on  whicli  the  report  was  grounded. 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Mead,  who,  without 
going  into  a  wide  detail  of  facts,  or  discassion  of 
principle,  noticed  briefly  a  variety  of  facts,  and 
several  principles  and  precedents,  which,  he 
thought,  inyalidated  the  conclusion  of  the  re* 
port. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  made  a  short  speech  infarorof  the 
report. 

Mr.  Early  went  at  considerable  length  into 
the  principle  implicated  in  the  report,  with  the 
view  of  showing  that  it  was  unsound,  and  that  it 
did  not  belons  to  the  House,  without  violating  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  the  States,  to  set  aside 
returns  made  in  conformity  to  their  laws. 
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Mr.  BiDiTELL,  in  an  ar^umentadre  and  logieal 
speech,  defended  the  principle  contained  in  the 
report,  and  contended  that  the  Constitutional 
power  of  inresti^ating  the  returns,  mside  by  State 
officers,  resided  in  the  House,  who  Q[>ight,  accord- 
ineto  eridence  adduced,  affirm  or  set  them  aside. 

Mr.  Sloah  and  Mr.  Ellis  spoke  against,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clay,  in  favor  of  the  report. 

AAer  a  few  replica  tor  y  remarks  from  Mr.  Bid- 
viELL  and  Mr.  Mead,  Mr.  Kelly  said  he  still  en- 
tertaiDed  some  doubts  on  the  subject,  represented 
that  other  engagements  had  precluded  his  paying 
that  attention  to  the  subject  which  it  merited,  and 
moTed  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

This  motion  being  carried — ayes  61 ;  and  the 
House  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Mebiwetber  expressed  a  hope  that  leare 
for  the  Committee  to  sit  a^in  would  be  refused, 
in  or^er  that  the  report  might  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  the  sitting  mem- 
ber be  enabled  to  make  explanations  on  points 
respecling  which  there  appeared  to  hare  been 
some  misconception  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  and  Mr.  Elmer  were  against,  and 
Mr.  Orego  in  faror  of  a  reference  to  the  Com- 
miltee  of  Elections. 

The  question  being  put,  leare  was  given  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  sit  again — aves  70. 

Mr.  Bid weli^ from  the  comtxiittee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  respecting  William 
EatoD,  Esquire,  offered  a  report,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution,  with  the 
atnendment^  together  with  another  amendment, 
striking  out  the  word  *' before,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  "at  the  city  of  Derne.^ 

Report  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday. 

Tuesday,  December  24. 

Another  member  to  wit :  Roger  Nelson,  from 
Maryland,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials^  was 
^oalified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  of  the  first  instalment,  due  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  for  the  lands  by  them 
respectively  purchased. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  petition  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  heir  and  representative  of  Caron  de  Beau- 
marchais,  deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevaliie,  her  attor- 
ney, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  foraying 
to  be  relieved  against  a  settlement  made  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  large  and 
unjust  deductions  have  been  made  from  a  debt 
due  by  the  United  States  to  the  estate  of  the 
•aid  decedent,  Caron  de  BeaUmarchais. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DRAWBACK  ON  DBBENTURES. 

Mr.  Crowiiin»bield,  from  the  Commtttee  of 
CDBaiiMroe  and  Manufactmres,  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred on  the  sixteenth  instant,  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Clason,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  imported 
from  Havana  into  the  port  of  New  York,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty  boxes  of  sngar;  the  duties 
upon  the  importation  amounted  to  $15,619  24.  On 
the  diet  of  the  same  month,  the  petitioner  having  de- 
termined to  export  the  said  sugar  to  Amsterdam,  in  the 
ship  Ambition,  gave  due  notice  of  such  intention,  and 
made  a  regular  entry  of  the  said  sugar  for  exportation  ; 
a  permit  to  load  the  said  sugar  was  issued  at  the  cus- 
tom-house on  the  3d  of  September,  and  the  sagar  was 
actually  laded  on  board  the  said  ship,  under  the  intpe^ 
tion  of  the  proper  officer,  and  the  retom  thereof  made 
to  the  eoUeetor,  the  ship  reoemag  her  cleaianceto  pn^ 
eeed  to  sea  on  the  ninth  day  of  S^tember,  and  rnetn- 
ally  sailed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  the  same  aK>nth. 
At  the  moment  of  the  clearance  being  granted  to  the 
ship,  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  in  New  York, 
and  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  left  the  city  in  the 
course  of  a  week  from  that  time ;  and  the  petitioner, 
justly  alarmed  at  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed, 
and  partaking  of  the  general  consternation,  fled  among 
the  rest.  A  general  interruption  and  suspension  of 
business  in  the  city  took  place  for  several  weeks,  and 
the  custom-house  itself  was  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 
On  the  dOth  of  September,  the  petitioner  applied  to 
the  custom-house  to  receive  the  debentures  for  the  draw- 
back of  the  duties  on  the  exportationr  of  the  said  sugar, 
and  oftred  to  give  bond,  and  take  the  oath  required  by 
law  in  the  oases  of  goods  exported  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback ;  but  the  colleetor  refused  to  receive  the  oath 
or  bond,  or  to  grant  the  debentures,  alleging  that  the 
ten  days  limited  by  law  had  expired,  after  the  clearance 
of  the  ship,  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof^  the  draw- 
back leverted  to  the  United  Sutes. 

Repeated  and  pressing  applications,  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, have  been  made  to  Congress,  and  the  number  may 
be  expected  to  increase.  In  all  of  them  which  have,  at 
various  times  been  before  the  Committee,  no  intention 
of  fVaud  has  appeared.  8ome  persons  have  uninten- 
tionally overstayed  the  .time,  one,  two,  or  three  days. 
Others  have  been  prevented,  by  dangerous  sickness, 
from  attending  at  the  custom-house.  In  the  case  now 
under  consideration,  the  yeHow  lever  afflicted  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  inhabitants  fled  before  its  dreadfhl 
ravages.  l*he  petitioner  partook  of  the  general  con- 
sternation, and  left  the  city  the  next  di^  after  the  dear- 
ance  of  the  ship.  It  did  not  occur  to  him  that  he  would, 
thereby,  k>se  die  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  sngar  in 
question  ;  and,  if  it  had  oocunced  to  him,  it  is  not  preb- 
t^>le  that  he  could  then  have  obtained  the  debentures  bgr 
application  at  the  custom-house.  It  was  a  time  of  general 
alarm  and  agitation,  and  every  dtixen  was  only  eager  to 
save  himself  and  £unily.  The  security  of  property  was 
but  a  secondary  consideration. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  as  it  stands  at  present,  are  too  severe.  If  the  article 
on  which  the  benefit  of  drawback  is  claimed,  is  really 
exported  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
all  that  ought  to  be  required.  The  merchants  are  so- 
licitous to  obtain  the  debenture  certificates ;  they  be- 
come transferable  property,  being  negotiable  paper,  like 
promissory  notes,  and  are  receivable  at  the  custom- 
house in  lieu  of  the  inward  duties.  No  man  would 
willingly  overstay  the  time  limbed  by  law,  in  which  he 
could  apply  for  his  debentures ;  it  is  for  his  interest  to 
apply  early,  yet  it  may  sometimes  happen  that  he  vrill 
omit,  and  oversUy  the  thne;  bat,  saieiy,  the  Uaked 
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8Utet  do  not  wish  to  enrich  their  treasury  in  this  man- 
ner. Our  revenue  is  derived  from  the  foreign  articles 
consumed  in  the  country,  and  not  from  exports.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  this  subject  can  be  placed, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  general,  and  not  a 
particular  bill  should  be  passed,  calculated  to  relieve  all 
the  applicants,  where  no  intention  of  fraud  shall  appear, 
and  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  time  in  taking 
the  oath,  and  giving  bond,  in  cases  of  goods  intended  to 
be  exported  for  benefit  of  drawback.  The  committee, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Retohedj  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Clason  is  reap 
•onable  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  was  committed  on  the  twentieth  instant, 
the  bill  to  eiteod  the  time  for  taking  the  oath,  and 
giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  contested  election 
of  CowLES  Mead;  when  a  debate  followed  of 
between  two  and  three  hours  length. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  tha  facts  as 
stated  in  the  report  were  either  considered  as  per- 
fectly correct^  or  as  partakinff  so  little  of  error  as 
not  to  invalidate  tne  conclusions  drawn  from 
them.  Some  small  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
between  the  Committee  of  Elections  and  the  sit- 
ting member,  which  was,  however,  reconciled  on 
exmanation. 

The  debate  began  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  afterwards  prosecuted  in  the  House. 
Messrs.  J.  Clay,  Findley,  Bidwell,  Q.  W. 
Campbell,  and  Elmer  advocated ;  and  Messrs. 
Mead,  Early,  Sloan,  Ellis,  N.  Williams. 
Broom,  and  CIuincy^  opposed  the  report. 

The  opponents  ot  the  report  represented  it  as 
embracing  a  great  Constitutional  principle,  rela- 
tive to  State  so? ereigoty  and  the  powers  of  the 
House.  This  question  arose  out  of  the  judicial 
powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  to  judging  of  the  election 
of  its  members.  In  the  first  article,  fifth  section 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "each 
House  shall  be  the  jud^  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qualifications  of  ns  own  members."  This 
section  embraces  three  distinct  objects,  on  which 
the  judicial  powers  of  each  House  might  be  ex- 
ercised ;  the  qualification  of  persons  returned  as 
members,  their  election  as  members,  and  the  re- 
turns of  the  person  selected.  With  regard  to  the 
point  of  qualification,  that  could  have  no  bearins; 
OD  the  present  question.  As  to  the  election  oT 
persons  returned  to  serve  as  members,  the  Con- 
stitution has  ffiven  to  the  several  States  the  power 
to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner,  subject 
to  the  interposition  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  As 
to  the  returns  of  members,  there  is  no  limitation 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  iudge  of  them. 
What  power,  then,  is  siven  by  this  section  ?  A 
judicial  power  alone.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
mn  eleotion  and  a  return  are  entirely  distinct  acts ; 


where  one  ceases  the  other  begins,  and  vice  vena. 
Where,  then,  is  to  be  found  the  power  in  Con- 
gress ot  prescribing  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
of  making  returns?  That  such  a  power  existed 
somewhere  could  not  be  denied,  as  without  it  an 
election  would  be  nugatory.  Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  this  power  is  vested  in  the  General  Grov- 
ernment,  when  it  is  not  recogjnised  by  a  sio^e 
word  of  the  Constitution  ?  It  is  clear,  then,  that 
as  the  Constitution  is  perfectly  silent  as  to  be* 
stowinff  such  a  power  m  the  General  Govern- 
ment, It  does  not  belong  to  that  Government; 
neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry  into  eflfeci  any 
power  specifically  given  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. If,  then,  tlw  power  does  not  belong  to 
Congress,  and  it  must  reside  somewhere,  it  fol- 
lows from  the  theory  of  our  Grovernment  that  it 
must  belonflf  to  the  States,  and  that  the  only  pow- 
er in  this  House  on  the  subject  is  to  judge  of  the 
returns;  not  to  decide  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  be  made^  much  less  to 
dispense  with  the  regulations  which  the  States 
may  make  relative  to  them.  But  it  majr  perhaps 
be  asked,  how  the  judicial  power  of  this  House 
can  be  exercised  without  uniting  with  it  the  pow- 
er contended  for  on  this  occasion  ?  To  this  in- 
quiry the  answer  is  easy.  The  right  to  judge, 
and  the  rule  of  decision  are  distinct  things,  and 
while  the  right  to  judge  may  be  in  one  body,  the 
prescription  of  the  rule  may  be  in  another.  The 
rule  in  such  cases  as  these  must  be  a  Slate  regu- 
lation, when  it  relates  to  points  on  which  the 
States  have  exclusive  legislation.  If  this  case 
relates  to  a  business  in  which  Georgia  has  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  legislate,  there  can  be  no  other 
rule  than  her  legislation.  In  order  to  illustrate 
this  ca^e,  suppose  good  votes  should  be  offered 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  within  which  the 
election  was  directed  to  be  held  by  State  laws, 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  House  would  have  a 
right  to  direct  them  to  be  received  ?  Or  that  the 
Constitutional  rights  of  the  House  would  be  im- 
paired by  being  obliged  to  respect  the  regulations 
of  a  State  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections?  Just  so  as  to  returns.  The 
Constitutional  right  of  the  House  to  judge  of 
them  is  not  impaired  because  a  rule  of  judging  is 
prescribed  by  another  authority.  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  this;  it  is,  indeed,  a  leadioff  fea- 
ture in  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  United 
States.  The  power  to  judge  being  vested  in  one 
body,  and  the  prescription  of  the  rule  in  another. 
All  of  our  political  writers  have  considered  this 
as  one  of  the  most  important  features  in  our  in- 
stitutions. If  we  can  dispense  in  this  instance 
with  the  time  fixed  for  receiviogj  returns,  we  may- 
dispense  with  State  regulations  in  other  cases.  If 
we  can  dif^pense  with  one  rule,  we  can  dispense 
with  all;  and  while  the  States  are  constitutional- 
ly fixing  rules,  we  may  be  dispensing  with  them— 
a  conclusion  at  which  common  sense  revolts. 

With  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  the  will  ex- 
pressed by  a  majority  of  the  cood  votes  given,  it 
was  observed,  that  that  could  be  only  ascertained 
by  some  legal  provision,  and  that  the  only  way  of 
guarding  it  from  abuae  was  to  preserve  the  laws 
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of  tbe  Sute  ioriolate;  aed  that  although  in  some 
few  instaocesa  rigid  adherence  to  them  might  be 
productive  of  some  hardship,  yet  in  its  general 
effects  it  would  be  productive  of  much  greater 
good ;  and.  it  was  added,  that  that  species  of  rea- 
•ooiog  was  as  novel  as  unsound,  which  went  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  a  State  by 
pfoslratiog  the  laws  made  to  secure  them. 

To  show  that  the  law  of  Georgia,  limiting  the 
time  within  which  votes  should  be  received,  was 
obligatory  upon  the  House,  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment was  gone  into  to  prove,  by  a  minute  dissec- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  that  inasmuch  as  all 
powers  not  expressly  given  to  the  General  €k)v- 
emment  were  reserved  to  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  only  power  specifically  given 
related  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  hold- 
ing elections,  and  not  to  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  making  returns,  no  such  power  resided  in 
Congress. 

From  all  this  reasoning  it  was  contended,  that 
though  the  House  had  a  right  to  judge  of  the  re- 
turns of  its  members,  that  right  must  be  exer- 
cised in  obedience  to  the  rules  fixed  by  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  constitutionally  possessed  the 
power  of  prescribiug  them,  and  that  they  must 
be  considered  as  conclusive,  unless  revoked  or 
modi&ed  by  Congress. 

The  friends  of  the  report  remarked  that  the 
power  of  the  House  on  this  subject  was  vested 
by  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  declares 
thai  "  each  House  shall  be  the  jud^  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers f  and  that  this  power  was  distinct  from  that 
which  gave  ultimately  to  the  Legislature,  in  case 
they  saw  fit  to  exercise  it,  the  power  of  deiermi- 
Bing  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions. The  words  "judging  of  returns,"  were 
comprehensive^  unrestricted,  and  inclusiye  of  ev- 
ery step  incidental  to  making  returns.  The  power 
could  not  be  confined  to  the  mere  judging  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  certificate  of  the  returning 
officer,  as  that  would  be  nugatory.  It  must  like^ 
wise  include  the  manner  in  which  the  votes  were 
counted  in  districts;  the  manner  in  which  they 
w^ere  transmitted ;  the  place  appointed  for  receiv- 
ing them,  and  the  ascertaining  of  their  aggregate 
number.  It  had  been  truly  said,  that  wliere  the 
bosiness  of  election  ceases,  that  of  the  returns  be- 
gin ;  which,  therefore,  must  be  considered  as  em- 
bracing everything  after  the  votes  were  given. 
As  soon  as  an  election  terminates,  the  candidate 
is  ejected,  the  only  thing  remaining  is  to  ascer- 
tain the  result,  and  this  is  done  by  the  returns 
made.  What,  then,  is  the  right  of  this  House  to 
judge?    According  to  gentlemen,  they  have  not 


Gk>vemor  is  to  judge,  under  a  law  of  Georgia. 
But  such  a  law  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  as  it 
would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  words  of  the 
Constitution,  which  gives  to  this  House  the  entire 
right  of  judging  of  the  returns  of  its  members.  The 
fact  was  that  the  law  of  Georgia  could  only  be 
considered  as  constituting  the  Governor  the  or- 


gan of  information  to  this  House,  which  is  the 
only  tribunal  to  which  the  returns  can  ultimately 
be  made.  So  considering  the  subject,  there  was 
no  reason  for  the  remark,  that  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  report  went  to  set  aside  the  law  of 
Georgia.  Should  the  power  of  the  Hoose  in  this 
case  be  denied,  it  would  prevent  us  from  investi- 
gating any  case,  however  characterized  by  fraud, 
and  would  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  an  Executive 
officer,  the  pnower  so  guardedly  bestowed  on  ^each 
House.  It  is  inquired  whether  we  will  set  aside 
the  law  of  Georgia  by  the  decision  we  are  about 
to  make;  but  it  aoesnot  follow  that  the  adoption 
of  the  report  will  have  this  effect.  The  law  of 
Georgia  says  that  the  €k>vemor  shall  count  the 
votes  received  at  a  certain  day ;  but  it  does  not 
say  that  the  House  shall  not  count  those  received 
afterwards.  We,  in  fact,  then,  carry  into  effect 
the  law  of  G^rgia  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  only  in 
case  of  a  failure,  supply  the  deficiency.  Could 
there  be  a  doubt  of  the  principle  assumed  in  the 
report,  it  would  be  removed  by  a  denial  of  it  giv- 
ing the  power  to  any  petty  officer  of  the  State, 
by  suppressing  the  votes,  to  deprive  the  member, 
legally  elected,  of  his  seat.  Would  this  be  a  just 
principle  ?  Is  it  not  our  principle  that  a  majority 
shall  govern  ?  And  is  it  not  strange  to  say  that  a 
State  shall  have  the  right  of  violating  such  a 
principle? 

With  regard  to  a  return,  it  might  imply  two 
things;  the  original  certificate  of  the  presiding 
officer  in  each  election  district,  and  the  general 
certificate  of  the  whole  election,  the  several  parts 
of  which  were  held  in  different  places.  It  was 
necessary  that  these  several  certificates  should  be 
examined  by  some  general  authority.  As  a  mat- 
ter, therefore,  of  necessity,  some  authority  must 
reside  in  the  States  to  count  up  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes,  and  to  certify  the  persons  elected. 
This  power  was  vested  in  different  ways  in  the 
several  States.  Whoever  exercised  it  could  be 
onljT  considered  as  the  certifying  officer,  whose 
certificate  was  not  a  decision,  but  simply  a  re- 
turn, subject  to  the  control  of  this  House,  which 
is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  judge  of  it.  The 
Constitution  says  the  House  are  to  judge  of  the 
returns.  Can  tnese  returns,  therefore,  be  conclu- 
sive and  binding  upon  the  House?  If  so,  the 
power  of  judging  is  altogether  nugatory.  If  we 
cannot  go  out  of  the  returns,  and  judge  of  any- 
thing not  in  them,  we  cannot  be  said  to  possess 
any  power,  over  them.  But  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  are  precise;  giving  the  unrestricted 
power  to  judge.  The  House  then  may  receive 
other  evidence  to  satisfy  them  than  that  found  on 
the  face  of  the  returns,  and  on  such  evidence  may 
either  allow  that  which  is  not  in  them,  or  disal- 
low that  which  is.  A  case  has  been  put  of  votes 
received  in  contravention  of  a  State  law,  after 
the  time  fixed  for  receiving  them,  and  it  has  been 
said  that  these  votes  oMght  not  to  be  received. 
Why?  Because  the  time  of  holding  elections 
being  expressly  vested  in  the  State  Legislature, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  Congress  not  having 
changed  the  prescribed  time,  the  State  regulation 
must  prevail.    But  let  the  case  be  pursued  fur- 
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tber.  Sup)M)se  such  votes  are  not  only  received, 
but  iocluded  io  returns  made  to  the  Governor,  be 
is  not  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  ibe  votes  given, 
the  State  law  only  directs  nim  to  count  up  the 
votes  returned  ;  whether  they  ought  or  ought  not 
to  be  received  he  cannot  judge.  Of  this  the 
House  is  the  judge.  He  cannot  receive  evidence 
out  of  the  returns;  he  therefore  counts  up  the 
Totes,  proclaims  the  person  having  the  highest 
sumber.  and  the  returns  are  forwarded  to  this 
body.  They  are  in  due  form;  but  votes  appear 
to  be  admitted  which,  by  the  law  of  Georgia, 
•ught  not  to  have  been  admitted.  Is  the  House 
concluded  by  this  return  ?  Are  they  not,  on  the 
contrary,  empowered  to  go  out  of  it,  and  receive 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  sach  improper  votes 
were  admitted  ?  No  one  will  deny  it.  Further : 
suppose  the  presiding  officer  to  bave  refused  votes 
offered  in  time ;  suppose  he  had  refused  ail  the 
Totes  given  for  a  candidate  in  several  counties, 
the  Governor  could  not  pay  any  attention  to  these 
votes,  for  his  certificate  must  be  founded  exclu- 
siaelv  on  the  votes  returned  to  him.  He  would 
be  obliged,  therefore,  to  certify  as  duly  elected, 
the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  such 
Totes,  although  it  might  be  proved  that  the  sup- 
pressed votes,  if  counted,  would  have  given  the 
nighest  number  to  another  candidate.  Could  not 
the  House,  in  this  case,  go  out  of  the  returns  of 
the  Governor,  and  allow  the  votes  fairly  given  to 
be  counted  ?  Is  the  election  to  be  affected  by  such 
omission  or  neglect  ?  Clearly  not.  In  the  pres- 
ent case,  the  votes  in  question,  according  to  the 
law  of  Georgia,  were  lawfully  given,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned.  Had  that  law  been  ob- 
served they  would  have  been  returned.  In  one 
respect  onXy  was  there  a  neglect  of  it.  Can  that, 
then,  be  naid  to  be  a  violation  of  the  law  of  Gbor- 
^,  which  consists  in  i^iving  effect  to  its  provis- 
ions where  they  have  failed  to  be  observed  ?  The 
ffreat  principle  in  judging  of  elections,  ought  to 
be,  that  the  will  of  the  people,  fairly  expressed, 
shall  jB^overn.  And  that  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
prevail,  which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  good 
votes,  rather  than  destroying  them.  This  is  the 
]>rinciple  of  the  report.  The  adoption  of  a  hos- 
tile principle  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  substance 
of  election  to  its  mere  shadow. 

The  suffgesiion  that  the  prineiple  of  the  re- 
port is  calculated  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  the 
States  is  ideal.  The  judginsr  of  the  election  of 
members  is  a  joint  authority,  residing  in  the 
States  in  the  first  instance,  and  ultimately  in  this 
House.  If  the  controlling  power  does  not  reside 
here,  it  resides  no  where^-there  is  a  blank  in  the 
Grovernment.  It  cannot  reside  in  Georgia,  for 
the  poKifer  is  not  concurrent,  and  if  not  here,  the 
States  must  inevitably  submit  to  every  irregular- 
ity that  may  be  practised  bv  subordinate  agents. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  law  of  Georgia  is  in 
force,  but  it  can  have  no  force  at  the  expense  of 
the  Constiiu (tonal  power  of  the  House.  But  was 
that  law  complied  with?  If  so,  the  present  con- 
test would  not  exist. 

It  was  true  that  the  great  principle  was  a  sound 


one  which  separates  Executive,  Legislative,  and 
Judicial  power.  This  might  be  an  argument  for 
the  institution  of  a  special  tribunal  for  the  trial 
of  contested  elections,  but  it  is  an  abundant  an- 
swer to  show  that  this  has  not  been  done;  bat 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  Government,  as  well  as  the  constitutions 
of  the  several  States,  have  made  the  legislative 
bodies  judges  of  the  elections  of  their  members. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  various  prece- 
dents were  quoted  from  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
some  of  which  were  considered  as  applicable  to 
one  side,  and  some  as  applicable  to  the  other  side 
of  the  question  at  issue;  but,  on  a  full  examina- 
tion of  them,  thev  shed  so  faint  a  light  on  the 
subject  that  we  have  considered  it  unnecessary 
to  notice  them. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  first 
member  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  viz:  <^That  CowL£0  Mead, 
returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  thereof  for 
the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat" — 
Yeas  68,  nays  63 — as  follows : 

TxAs — ^Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
SHas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph 
Bryan,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederidi  Conrad,  Jacoh  Crown- 
inshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  James  Elliot, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Jo- 
siah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gui- 
don S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Bea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  B.  Vamum,  Matthew 
Walton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Al- 
exander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  James  M.  Broom,  Jot&n 
Boyle,  Levi  Casey,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.. 
Orchard  Cook,  Ric^rd  Cntts,  Ezra  Darby^,  John  Dav- 
enport, jnn.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellii,  Wil- 
liam  Ely,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaii^  L.  Green,  Wil- 
Ham  Helms,  David  Hough,  James  KeUy,  Thomas  Ken- 
an, Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Mft- 
gruder,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Jerenaiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Rogoi 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qoin- 
cy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rqssel,  Peter  Sailly, 
James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin,  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
David  R.  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Wynnsi 

The  question  was  then  put  that  the  Haose  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
the  second  and  last  member  of  the  said  reaolatioD, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
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**And  that  Thoinaa  Spalding  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  Hooae,  is  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Georgia :" 
And  resolved  in  the  affirmatiFe — yeas  66,  nays 
52,  as  follows : 

YxAa — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Aveber,  David  Bard, 
Joatpk  Barker,  Borwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedtnger, 
Bsfsshas  Bidwell,  Phanael  Bishmi,  John  Blake,  inn., 
Tlmmaa  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  WiU 
iiain  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  John 
Cloptou,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  John 
Dmwaon,  James  Elliot,  Bbenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  £p- 
nea,  Wilbam  Findley,  James  Fide,  John  Fowler,  James 
M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silae  HaJsey, 
John  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  John 
O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  John  Monow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas 
NewUm,  Jan.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
•rda,  TlMHnas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  Ebenexer  Beaver,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien 
Smith,  damnel  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Trigg, 
KillHA  K.  Van  Renssdaer,  Joseph  B.  YamDm,  Mat- 
thew Wabro^  Robert  Whitehiii,  Marmadnke  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nxxs — WiUis  Alston,  jnn.,  James  M.  Broom,  John 
Boyle,  Levi  Casey.  Matthew  Ckj*  George  Clinton, jun.. 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  WU- 
Kam  £^,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L,  Green,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael 
Lcib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert 
Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennenee,  John  Russel,  Peter  Sailty,  James 
81oan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanlbrd,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bema- 
mia,  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenner,  David  Thomas,  fjri 
Tr«ej,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Feleg  Wadswofth,  John  WhitehiU,  Eliphakt  Wickes, 
B«;vid  R  WiiliaBs,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Wymia. 

WbereupoD,  tiM  said  Thomas  Spalding  took 
hit  aeat  in  the  House,  as  a  Represeotatire  for  the 
Siat«  of  Gkoriria;  the  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tofiott  of  tba  United'  States  being  first  adminibter- 
ed  t»  biai  by  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 


TflUBSDAT,  December  36. 

fht  Hooao  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
til0  Whole  00  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppm.  George  Jenkins,  and  Wiitiam  Currier. 

Toe  Mit  was  reported  without  ameDdment  and 
ordered  to  be  eDgrotsed^  and  read  the  third  time 
tOHMorrow. 

Mr.  FiffDi^er,  from  the  Committee  of  Eteotions, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  the  certifi- 
cates mod  oihercredentiaUof  the  members  return- 
ed to  serve  in  this  House,  made  a  report,  io  part, 
tliereopoa ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tile  table. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom 
was  committed,  on  the  seventeenth  instant,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  a  petition 
(d  tike  eiew  of  tlie  iaie  United  States'  frigate  Phil- 


adelphia, were  disehar|^  from  the  consideration 
thereof;  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

GENERAL  EATON. 

The  House  rew>lved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
to  whom  had  been  recommitted  the  resolution 
respecting  William  Eaton,  Esq. 

The  original  resolution  is  in  the  following 
words: 

Reso&fedt  ^  t^  Sermte  and  Hiju9t  qf  Repreienim 
Hve$  of  the  UitUed  Stoic*  of  America  in  Congron  oa- 
ccmbiedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congress^ 
to  William  Eaton,  Esquire,  as  a  testimony  of  the  higli 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  oar  countrymen,  and  others, 
through  the  desert  of  T^ybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoti,  in  conjunction  mih  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that 
Regency ;  defeating  the  Tripolitan  army  at  Deme, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  Naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a 
sUoceasAil  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration 
of  onr  ci^tive  feUow-eitixens  to  liberty  and  their 
conntry. 

The  select  committee  recommended  amending 
it  by  substitutiug  "a  gold  medal  with  suitable  de- 
vices," in  lieu  of  "  sword."  and  striking  out  the 
word  *^  at,"  and  inserting  In  its  room,  "  taking  the 
city  of." 

On  agreeing  to  the  first  amendment : 

Mr.  J.  Clay  eaid  be  was  far  from  wishing  to 
derogate  from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Eaton.  On  the 
contrary,  no  man  was  more  ready  to  bestow  the 
reward  his  gallant  and  good  conduct  merited. 
But.  when  he  consulted  the  Journals  of  Congress, 
and  found  that  only  three  medals  had  been  con* 
ferred  during  the  whole  period  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  in  which  our  liberties  and  independence 
had  been  achieved,  and  considered  the  occasions 
on  which  they  had  been  given,  he  could  not  con- 
sider the  present  case  as  entitled  to  the  same  ex- 
pression of  national  gratitude.  He  could  not,  A)r 
lastance,  consider  the  taking  of  Derne  as  equal  in 
importance  to  the  capture  of  Cornwallis.  In  the 
more  recent  case  of  Captain  Decatur,  Congress 
had  only  given  a  sword,  though  that  officer  had 
carried,  captured,  and  burnt  the  frigate  Philadel- 
phia, and  was  afterward  the  first  man  who  took  a< 
guaboat  from  the  enemy ;  which  exploits  were 
accompanied  by  exertions  such  as  have  scareelf 
been  precedented  in  similar  circumstances.  For 
all  thisj  Congress  conferred  a  sword  only.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  believed  that  there  had,  in  this  instance, 
been  as  much  gallantry  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played as  iu  the  case  now  before  the  Committee. 
He,  therefore,  thought,  the  reward  bestowed  in  the 
one  case  would  be  adequate  to  the  other.  For 
these  reasons,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  R  anoolpb  rose  to  express  his  coincidence 
of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
That  rewards  should  be  proportioned,  not  only  to 
the  exertions  of  those  claiming  them,  but  lo  the 
dignity  and  importance  of  the  achievement  which 
drew  them  forth^  was  not  less  tni^  than  that  merit 
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should  be  encou rased  whererer  it  miffht  appear. 
I  believe,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  geDUemaD  who 
is  the  object  of  this  resolutioD  would  iDfioitely 
prefer — I  have  DOt  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
ance— I  judge  of  his  feelings  by  my  own — I  am 
persuaded  that  he  would  set  a  far  greater  value 
upon  any  testimony,  however  small,  of  the  unan- 
imous approbation  of  this  House,  than  on  the 
highest  toiten  of  applause  which  a  bare  majority 
could  give  him.  For  this  reason,  I  regret  that  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  ha^  chani^ed  a  course  in 
which  all  seemed  disposed  to  follow  him,  for  one 
which  so  many  were  likely  to  disapprove.  It  has 
been  stated  that  but  three  or  four  medals  had  been 
struck  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  one^  I 
believe,  for  Saratoga,  another  for  the  capitulation 
of  York ;  a  third,  perhaps,  upon  that  occasion, 
more  august,  when  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
our  Armies  came  to  resign  into  the  hands  of  the 
civil  authority  that  military  power  with  which  he 
bad  been  intrusted  for  the  salvation  of  his  coun- 
try. I  have  always  understood  that  medals  were 
struck,  not  so  much  in  compliment  to  an  individ- 
ual, as  to  commemorate  some  great  national  event, 
and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  commemorate  the 

great  national  event — of  what,  sir?  A  skirmish 
etween  a  few  of  our  countrvmen  and  a  handful 
of  undisciplined,  half-(irmed  barbarians.  As  this 
question  is  rather  a  subject  of  taste  and  feeling 
than  of  argument,  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee upon  it,  further  than  to  suggest  that  there 
is  a  true  and  false  sublime  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
poetry,  and  that,  by  attempting  to  soar  too  high, 
we  shall  only  plunffe  into  bathos. 

Mr.  Bi DWELL.— I  agree,  generally,  in  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  with  regard 
to  the  apportionment  of  rewards  to  the  decree  of 
merit,  and  the  importance  of  the  act  performed. 
When  the  subject  now  under  consideration  first 
occupied  our  at'tention,  it  appeared  to  me  that  a 
sword  was  the  proper  symbol  by  which  to  express 
the  national  gratitude ;  but,  on  more  mature  re* 
flection,  I  have  farmed  a  contrary  conclusion. 
Tbe  presentation  of  a  sword  would  appear  to  be 
more  appropriate  to  services  merely  military, 
while  a  medal  is  more  characteristic  of  services 
of  a  mixed  nature,  performed  with  some  great  ob- 
ject in  view.  The  achievement,  which  is  the 
object  of  the  present  resolution,  is  not  merely  mil- 
itary, but  partly  miliUry  and  partly  diplomatic. 
A  sword  would  not,  in  rank,  be  adequate  to  the 
enterprise  or  equal  to  the  service  performed.  This 
service  was,  in  a  great  measure,  voluntary.  An 
expedition  was  undertaken,  in  connexion  with  the 
ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  our  Government.  Mr.  Eaton  commanded  the 
army  of  the  ex-Bashaw.  For  these  reasons,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  a  medal  is  more  appropriate 
as  emblematical  of  the  gratitude  of  the  country, 
than  a  sword  would  be.  In  point  of  examples 
tbat  may  have  been  set,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  the 
Revolution,  to  inquire  into  the  distinctions  which 
may  have  been  then  made  in  rewarding  different 
degrees  of  merit.  On  a  late  occasion,  we  have 
seen  a  medal  bestowed  on  Commodore  Preble. 


With  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  I 
agree  that  unanimity  would  add  highly  to  the 
gratification  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  and  it  would  be  certainly  high- 
ly gratifyins:  to  me  as  friendly  to  it.  I  am,  there- 
fore, sorry  that  an  unanimous  vote  is  not  likdjr  to 
obtain.  I  merely  rose  to  state  the  reasous  which 
induced  me  to  vary  the  motion  from  its  original 
shape. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanton,  the  resolution 
conferring  a  gold  medal  on  Captain  Truxtun  u'aa 
read: 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out 
^' sword,"  and  inserting  a  *' medal  of  gold  with 
suitable  devices,''  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  56,  nays  54. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  which 
the  House  immediately  took  into  consideration. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  the  amendment, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  rose  to  express  a  hope  that  thegea- 
tlemen  in  the  majority  would  agree  to  conferring 
a  sword  instead  of  a  medal.  He  declared  himseu 
as  anxious  as  any  gentleman  could  be,  to  bestow 
in  this  case  a  proper  tribute  of  respect;  but  he 
could  not.  in  conscience  or  duty,  agree  to  award- 
ing a  meaal,  and  he  felt  himselt  under  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Jackson. — Inasmuch  as  I  took  the  liberty 
of  expressing  my  approbation  of  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  when  this  subject  was 
previously  before  the  House,  and  am  now  of  the 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  I  think  it 
proper  briefly  to  assign  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
^hall  give* 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  was  governed  by  a  senti- 
ment of  feeling,  having,  at  the  same  time  a  regard 
to  precedents,  without  taking  into  view  the  case 
of  Captain  Decatur.  Without  derogating  from 
the  merits  of  others,  I  consider  his  merits  to  be 
as  great  as  those  of  any  other  man.  I  am  dT 
opinion  if  others  of  not  greater  merit  have  receiv- 
ed higher  testin^nials  of  respect :  if  we  have 
made  a  distinction  between  men  of  equal  merit, 
and  assigned  to  siibordinate  merit  the  same  re- 
ward as  to  those  who  have  achieved  the  liberty 
of  their  country,  it  is  time  to  stop.  It  is  extremely 
delicate  to  compare  the  merits  of  particular  men. 
where  all  have  deserved  well  of  their  countrjr,  and 
deserve  its  respect  and  gratitude.  As  the  highest 
meed  is  due  to  those  who  have  rendered  the  great- 
est services  to  their  country,  we  ought  not  to  as- 
sociate such  cases  with  those  of  a  lower  grade, 
because,  we  thereby  impair  the  testimony  of  gcmt- 
itude  and  respect  so  justly  due  to  thoee  who 
achieved  our  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  Vabndm. — I  agree  that  every  expression  of 
national  gratitude  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
services  rendered ;  but  I  do  not  agree  tbat  it  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  rank  ol  those  who  per- 
formed tnem.  This  circumstance  ought  to  make 
no  difference  in  the  return  of  gratitude;  or,  if  it 
did  make  a  difference,  it  ought  to  digiiify  rather 
than  derogate  from  the  degree  of  merit.  There 
should  be  no  difference,  whether  the  object  of  oar 
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gratitude  were  the  highest  general  or  the  lowest 
tentineL  We  all  know  that  Mr.  Eaton  was  in 
the  United  Slates  three  years  since ;  that  he  then 
formed  the  project  of  embarking  the  ex-Bashaw 
in  oar  sernce ;  and)  by  a  junction  of  a  land  force 
with  oar  naral  armament,  to  insure  peace.  This 
project  wms  thought  by  many  chimerical,  yet  he 
was  peraakted  to  attempt  it.  1  will  ask  if  a  greater 
enCerpHse  has  been  undertaken  by  any  general 
whatever  than  that  executed  by  Eaton  ?  Look 
at  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  from  his  entering 
Egypt  to  his  epioe  on  board  the  frigate.  Look 
at  the  enterprise  he  planned !  I  do  not  say  it 
ought  to  haye  been  warmly  entered  into  by  the 
Goremment;  but,  if  the  arrangements  he  had 
made  had  been  supported  by  two  or  three  thou- 
fluid  oieo,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  they  would  have 
taiken  Tri|K)li;  perhaps  a  less  number  would  have 
been  sufficient.  The  President  says:  "  The  band 
*  OAder  Eaton,  and  their  successful  enterprise  on 
'  the  city  of  Deme,  contributed,  doubtless,  to  the 
'  impo'essiou  which  produced  peace."  Look  at 
the  situation  in  whicn  we  still  should  have  been 
had  it  not  been  for  this  enterprise!  There  is 
nothiag  to  justify  the  idea  that  it  would  have  been 
in  the  power  of  our  navy  to  reduce  our  enemy  to 
terms,  unless  bj  the  co-operation  of  some  force 
on  land.  I  believe  that  the  force  under  Eaton 
had  a  greater  effect  than  the  whole  fleet  in  pro- 
ducing^ peace.  Yet,  if  we  save  Preble  a  medal, 
for  which  I  most  cheerfally  voted,  by  whom 
peace  was  not  effected,  shall  we  refuse  the  same 
reward  to  Eaton,  who  accomplished  the  object  ? 
I  do  not  bdieve,  since  our  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  there  has  been  a  comparable  en- 
terprise. For  these  reasons,  I  trust,  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

Mr.  Elmsr.— I  am  not  very  friendly  to  things 
of  this  kind  ;  I  believe  we  mav  be  too  lavish  in 
bestowing  them.  But.  if,  on  this  occasion,  there 
is  to  be  anything  further  than  an  expression  of 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  services  ren- 
deredy  a  medal  and  not  a  sword  is  the  proper  tes- 
timonial. Of  this  gentlemen  will  be  convinced. 
by  attending  to  the  conduct  of  our  nation^  as  well 
as  that  of  other  nations.  A  sword  is  given  for 
the  display  of  bravery,  to  inferior  officers;  or 
there  is  sometimes  given  a  brevet  commission. 
We  recollect  that,  on  the  storming  of  Stony 
Point,  General  Wayne  received  a  sword,  and 
those  who  headed  the  forlorn  hope  were  reward- 
ed with  a  brevet  commission.  To  deserve  the  na- 
tional thanks,  it  is  necessary  to  combine  success 
with  bravery.  A  medal  is  expressive  not  merely 
of  braTer^,  bat  of  braverv,  fortitude,  and  wisdom ; 
to  merit  it,  there  should  be  a  combination  of  all 
ihiee.  The  mere  taking  of  Derne,  therefore,  would 
mat  alooe  entitle  Eaton  to  great  praise;  but,  if 
eTerythiae  connected  with  the  plan  and  the  suc- 
cess which  crowned  it,  be  taken  into  considera- 
tiaii,  aad  aavthing  other  than  thanks  are  bestowed, 
ic  ooghc  to  be  a  medaL  If  ''sword"  stood  in  the 
lasolutioo.  I  should  be  against  it,  as  an  improper 
expressioo  of  the  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  J.  Ran DOLPB  offered  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation, apprehending  he  had  been  misunder- 


stood by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Varnum.)  It  was  far  from  his  intention  to  say 
that  rewards  should  be  a|)portioDed  amongst  men 
according  to  rank.  With  that  gentleman,  he 
would  be  as  ready  to  acknowledge  merit  in  the 
private  sentinel  as  in  the  field  marshal.  It  was 
in  the  dignity  of  the  action,  its  importance  and 
value  to  the  community,  that  he  should  look,  not 
to  the  commission  of  him  who  performed  it.  Acts 
of  heroism  should  never  pass  unheeded,  but  every 
day  did  not  produce  a  Codes,  or  a  Mutius.  It  was 
to  preserve  some  proportion  between  the  reward 
and  the  nature  and  value  of  the  service  that  he 
opposed  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape.  He 
wished  the  House  to  be  more  frugal  of  the  treas- 
ure of  public  applause;  it  was  more  precious  than 
that  which  all  seemed  ready  enough  to  guard.  In 
such  cases  it  was  always  safest  to  err  on  the  side 
of  economy.  Already  it  seemed  that  a  sword, 
presented  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  was  held  too 
cheap  a  recompense  for  ordinary  professional  ser- 
vice. Where  was  this  to  end  ?  The  utmost  pen- 
ury of  approbation  would  not  so  injure  the  tone  of 
Cublic  sentiment  as  this  lavish  prodigality*  By 
eing  too  ni^^rd  of  praise,  enterprise  might  be 
repressed,  and,  in  many  instances,  merit  stifled  in 
the  germ ;  but,  too  great  a  profusion  of  honors 
would  almost  convert  them  into  a  disgrace,  would 
beget  an  overweening  vanity  fatal  to  real  great- 
ness. Every  man  who  obtained  a  trifling  advan- 
tage over  the  enemy  would  conceive  himself  a 
Moreau  or  a  Nelson.  By  setting  up  this  transac- 
tion as  the  ne  'plus  tdtra  of  military  achievement^ 
as  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  beyond  which  none 
may  pretend  to  pass,  we  did  more  to  check  the 
spirit  of  adventurous  enterprise  than  if  we  took 
no  notice  of  it  at  all.  But,  say  gentlemen,  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  this  resolution  acted 
in  a  twofold  capacity,  civil  and  military,  and  a 
sword  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  reward  mili- 
tary services.  But,  without  intending  a  ludicrous 
allusion,  if  the  gentleman  had  acted  in  as  many 
capacities  as  Lady  BountifuPs  butler,  it  would 
not  alter  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  service.  If,  indeed,  there  was  such  a  politi- 
cal repulsion  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersev 
seemed  to  suppose,  between  a  medal  and  a  swora, 
like  chemical  bodies,  having  no  affinitv  to  each 
other,  we  should  have  to  give  both  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  have  to  add  a  vote  of  thanks  as  a  basis 
in  which  they  might  unite.  Who  could  doubt 
that  acts  of  as  great  personal  prowess  had  been 
performed  on  obscure  occasions,  as  in  the  most 
important  engagements,  and  yet  the  one  descrip- 
tion of  service  was  generally  overlooked,  while 
the  other  was  liberally  rewarded. 

The  case  of  Captain  Truxtun  had  been  cited ; 
he  remembered  perfectly  to  have  voted  against 
it.  Of  Captain  iPreble's  case^  he  had  no  distinct 
recollection ;  he  had  no  hesitation,  however,  in 
saying  that  the  exploit  of  Truxtun  was  a  more 
proper  subject  for  a  medal  than  the  present,  and 
that,  without  entering  into  any  invidious  compar- 
ison of  the  conduct  and  valor  of  the  respective 
parties,  it  might  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
remarkable  national  event,  the  first  victory  of  an 
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iofaDt  navy  over  an  European  forces  and  that 
foree,  too,  said  to  be  superior  to  our  owo.  Every 
Roman  history,  down  to  the  Compend  of  Gold- 
smith, had  recorded  their  first  success  against  the 
Carthaginian  lleet  We  might  ^o  on  lavishing 
honors  uotil  those  who  wore  the  insignia  of  na- 
tional gratitude  would  become  the  multitude,  and 
those  who  were  without  them  the  select  few.  He 
deprecated  this  waste  of  treasure,  which  was  val- 
uable only  in  proportion  as  it  was  sparingly  used. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  more  carefully  husbanded, 
for  he  feared,  unless  we  retrenched  in  this  article 
of  eipense,  that,  while  we  boasted  an  overflow- 
ing Treasury,  we  should  become  bankrupt  in 
reputation. 

Mr.  Varnum. — Gentlemen  seem  to  be  of  opin- 
ion that  a  medal  is  the  highest  testimonial  of  na- 
tional gratitude.  I  think  difierently.  The  high- 
est distinction  that  can  be  bestowed,  is  the  thanks 
of  the  nation  ;  the  next  a  medal ;  And  the  last  a 
sword.  Gentlemen  will  find  that  this  is  the 
course  pursued  as  well  by  this  ashy  other  nations. 

Mr  Kelly  next  rose.  He  said  I  view  the  af- 
fair in  a  very  different  light.  I  consider  it  of  great 
magnitude  and  national  importance.  I  consider 
the  report  of  the  committee  as  containing  nothing 
but  what  is  due  to  the  merits  of  the  gentleman 
who  is  the  object  of  it.    We  know  that  the  Re- 

§ency  of  Tripoli  was  at  war  with  the  United 
itates,  and  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  fit 
out  an  armament  to  compel  that  Power  to  act  to- 
ward ua  more  consistently  with  the  principles  of 
i* notice.  In  the  course  or  the  operations  that  fol- 
owed,  it  was  the  misfortune  of  one  of  our  national 
Teasels  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
her  crew  to  be  taken  into  captivity.  Oar  captive 
citizens  were  in  a  distressed  and  perilous  situa- 
tion, exposed  to  all  the  hazards  of  any  attempt 
that  might  be  made.  An  operation  on  the  town 
of  Tripoli  was  conducted  in  a  gallant  manner  by 
Commodore  Preble.  On  that  occasion  he  not  only 
received  the  thanks  of  his  country,  which  gentle- 
men are  pleased  to  call  the  highest  reward  in  its 
power  to  bestow,  but  likewise  a  medal ;  nor  were 
the  services  he  rendered  on  that  occasion  too 
highly  applauded;  for  his  conduct  was  brave  and 
gallant,  and  yet  he  did  not  effect  the  purpose  for 
which  the  enterprise  was  formed.  Baton  had 
displayed  talents  seldom  united  in  one  man.  He 
had  not  only  conceived  a  plan,  but  had  conducted 
it  with  a  d^^ree  of  propriety  and  gallantry  seldom 
to  be  met  with,  and  wnich  the  President  has  re- 
cognised as  conducing  to  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
Such  services  were  not,  therefore,  of  an  ordinary 
or  trifling  nature,  but  of  a  high  grade  and  char- 
acter. I  take  the  enterprise  of  Eaton  to  be  a  great 
national  event.  The  United  States  were  engaged 
in  a  war  attended  with  great  expense,  and  many 
of  our  citizens  were  in  captivity,  suffering  great 
hardships.  Eaton  formed,  conducted^  and  carried 
a  plan  into  effect  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
the  release  of  our  captive  countrymen.  If  this 
is  not  a  national  event  of  some  consideration, 
which  merits  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  I  know 
not  what  is.  It  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  the 
obtaining  of  peace,  so  long  the  desire  of  the  Gov- 


ernment. For  these  reaf^ons,  I  have  no  hesitatioa 
in  voting  for  the  amendment^  and  I  only  regret 
that  there  is  a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  Houae. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment;  which  ^as  agreed  to — yeas 
58,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

YsAP — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Andefson,  SUaf 
Betton,  Bara^Ms  Bidwell,  Pbanuel  Bishop,  John  Bkk% 
JUB.,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Chandler,  Mirtia  ChlU 
tenden,  John  Clsibome,  Fiedecidi  Conrad,  Jaeoh 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.Dans»  John 
Davenport,  junior,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  £benezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Edr 
win  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Ham- 
ilton, David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kensa, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  Junior,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Patrick  Magmder,  Josiah  Masters,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rnssell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Ebeneter  Beaver,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnim,  Daniel  C.  Veiplancky 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphakt  Wickes,  Mannadnka 
Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston,^ 

Nats— 4ohn  Archer,  Bnrwell  Basset,  George  M. 
Badingsr,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  >BrGwn,  Joseph 
Bryan,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Joaepli 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Cteorge  Clinton,  jnn.,  Esra  Darby, 
John  Qawson,  Blias  Earle,  John  W.  Eppeo,  Wiiliasi 
Findiey,  John  Fowler,  Sih^  Hals^,  Willism  Hehna, 
Davkl  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  David  Mmv 
wether,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Guidon  9. 
Mumjford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph 
H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  RandolfJi, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Saiily, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfoid,  James  Sloan, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Sodding, 
Richard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  Matthew  Wslton, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Thomas  Wynns. 

The  other  amendment  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  strike  out,  in  the  said 
resolution,  between  the  words  "army**  and  •Deme," 
the  word  **at,"and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  ''and  taking  the  city  of,"  was  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Stanton  moved  further  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  adding  the  following  words: 

"  By  which  heroic  achievement  he  has  shown  himself 
capable  of  unitmg  inlbrmation  with  talent,  reflection 
with  experience,  and  stratagem  with  bravery." 

This  amendment  was  disagreed  to— -yeaa  l,Days 
101,  the  mover  alone  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  expressed  bis  regret  that  on  aeubjeet 
that  so  eminently  called  for  nnanimity,  and  ob 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Eaton,  there  should  be 
such  a  diversity  with  regard  to  the  proper  iribote 
to  be  besiowed.  Considering  it  highly  desirable 
that  the  resolution,  before  it  received  a  final  votey 
should  be  so  modified  as  to  unite  the  varying  opin- 
ions in  the  House,  be  moved  a  reoonunitment  of 
it  to  a  aeiect  committee. 
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In  this  motion  the  House  concurred — yeas  57, 
Bays,  55,  when  the  resolution  was  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee  to  which  it  had  been  previ- 
Goaly  referred. 

Friday,  December  27. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Seth  Hastings 
and  William  Stbdman,  from  Massachusetts^  ap- 
pearedf  produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  therelief  of  Edward  Top- 
pan,  Geor^  Jenkins,  and  Willian]^  Carrier,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  to  provide  for  light-houses 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rozbury, 
in  the  State  of  Massacnusetu,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
lirery.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  OB  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JoBK  CoTTOif  Smith,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred*  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  a  resolution  to  inquire  whether  any  fur- 
ther compensation  ought  to  be  allowed  to  any  of 
the  coliectorif  of  the  direct  tax,  made  a  report 
thereon  i  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
eommitted,  on  the  tenth  instant,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petitions  of  William 
Mattocks  and  of  Haines  French. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  buildings. 
and  the  application  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  them;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
N^LBOHiy  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Jombs,  Mr.  Maqsubbr, 
Mr.  Lbwis,  and  Mr.  Hastincub. 

Ordered^  That,  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  sixth  instant,  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
rectors and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixth 
instant,  the  petition  of  Anthony  Benezet,  and 
others;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  reserved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims^  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fourth  inst. 
the  petitions  of  William  Mattocks  and  Haines 
French ;  and^  to  which  committee  it  was  also  re- 
ferred toinquue  whether  any  further  compensation 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  two  resolutions  there- 
npon  ;  which  were  twice  raad,  and,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

**  Retohedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiona,  respeo- 
tmly,  ought  not  to  bt  granted.'' 

**  Ketoioed,  That  no  farther  compensation  for  services 
performed,  or  expenses  incurred,  than  what  is,  already 

9th  Con,— 11 


provided  by  law,  ought  to  be  aUowed  to  the  coUectors 
of  the  direct  tax,  or  any  of  them." 


Monday,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Christopher  Clark, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Eeiolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  the  town- of  Darien,  on  the 
Altamaha  river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  into  a 
port  of  entry. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  light-houses  in 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury.  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,. 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands,, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
farther  and  reasonable  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  for  the  lands  by  them  respectively 

Curehased  ;  and  that  the  interest  due  thereon  ma/ 
e  relinquished. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary  land,  to  the» 
State  of  Ohio ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur-^ 
renee  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act' 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  cit-, 
izens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government  of 
France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  assumed 

Sthe  United  States,  bv  virtue  of  the  convention, 
the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun-t 
dred  and  three,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  Republic,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend-^ 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  ^ 
and  the  same  being  severally  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
twelfth  mstant,  to  whom  it  was  referred  ^'  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law  for  the  application  of  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and  making 
certain  publie  roads,"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Mr.  Greoq  observed,  that  considerable  di£Seul- 
ties  had  arisen  in  8urveyin|p  the  lands  in  Louis- 
iana, owing  to  omissions  m  the  law  passed  bf 
the  last  Congress,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec-" 
retary  of  the  Treasury  representing  these  circum- 
stances and  stating  the  necessity  of  legislative 
interposition.  Mr.  G^  having  read  this  letter;* 
asked  in  the  name  of  the  committee  and  obtained 
leave  to  present  a  bill  extendinp^  the  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana^ 
and  for  6ther  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regtilate  the  laying 
OPtfAil  HM^ting  a  road  from  Cumberland,  pn  the 
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Potomftc,  to  the  rrver  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  aod  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  appoinf  three  Commissioners  to  lay 
out  a  road  from  Cumberland  on  the  Potomac  to 
the  river  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  four 
rods  in  width.  The  Commissioners  are  directed 
to  make  a  report  to  the  President  of  their  proceed- 
ings, as  well  as  the  expense  of  malting  the  road 
passable.  The  President  is  authorized  to  accept 
or  reject  the  report  in  whole  or  part.  If  he  shall 
accept  it,  he  is  then  authorized  to  obtain  the  con- 
aent  of  the  States  through  which  the  road  may 
pass;  and,  barine  obtained  such  oonselit,  to  make 
a  turnpike.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  are  appro- 
priated, payable  nrst  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
reservation  from  the  sale  of  lands  in  Ohio,  and. 
secondly,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  the  last  sum  to  be  cbaigeable  to  the  pre- 
ceding fund.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Re- 
turn J.  Meigs,  in  favor  of  allowing  the  Governor. 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  f^overnment  of  the 
Territory  North wet^t  of  the  Ohio,  corapensafion 
fox  services  performed  between  the  adoption  of  a 
constitution  by  the  Slate  of  Ohio  and  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature  under  that  constitution. 

A  question  arose  whether  tbo5e  officers  should 
be  compensated  by  the  United  States  or  by  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

On  this  question  considerable  debate  arose: 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Morrow,  Bidwei^l,  Sloan, 
laoraoN.  and  Daita,  supporting,  and  Messrs.  3, 
Clav,  Stanford,  Smilie,  and  Alston,  opposing 
the  report. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  that  the  Commitfee  should 
rise  and  ask  leatre  to  sit  asaio.  that  further  time 
might  be  allowed  to  consider  tne  subject;  which 
looiion  havini^  been  negatived — ayes  69,  noe«  59, 
Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  Smilie  again  spoke  against 
agreeing  to  the  report,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  Committee 
rose  and  asked  leave  to  sic  again,  which  the  House 
granted. 

Tt7B0DAY,  December  3L 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Matthew  Lton,  from 
Kentuckv,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qnalified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  coaBideration  of  Mr.  Sloan^s  resolution 
to  lay  a  tax  on  slaves  imported  into  the  United 
States,  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

A  Mewage  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  giving  the  information  re- 
4ue!(led  by  them  relative  to  the  diseharre  of  State 
nahinces.  and  representing  that  New  York  is  the 
only  State  that  has  discharged  any  part  of  the 
reported  balances,  and  that  she  has  in  consequence 
been  allowed  a  credit  of  $222810  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury;— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  Citf  of 


Washiagton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
public  road  may  be  opened  and  made  at  the  pub- 
lic exppnse,  so  as  to  connect  the  northern  extrem- 
ity of  Fourteenth  street,  in  the  said  city,  with  the 
public  road  leading  by  Rock  Creek  Church  to 
Fredericktown.— Referred  to  Messrs.  Nelson,  of 
Maryland.  Stedman,  and  Babsett,  to  examine 
and  report  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Elliot  moved  the  following  resolutron : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  by  Itw,  fbr 

fitting  and  preparing nary  vards,  belongmf  to 

the  United  States^  on  or  near  the  shore  of  the  AUantle 
ocean,  for  the  reception  of  the  ships  and  vessels  of  war 
of  the  United  States. 

Referred  to  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
fourth  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
aggressions  committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign 
armed  vessels;  to  the  defei>ce  of  our  ports  and 
harbors;  to  the  building  of  seventy 'four  gun 
ships;  and  to  the  proh^bitiog  of  theexportafion 
of  arms  and  a  nmonition. 

A  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between 
the  Miami  rivers,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  the  right  of  preemption  to  certain 
sections  of  land,  in  the  said  State,  which  they 
have  respectively  improved  and  settled. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what,  further  provision 
oufifht  to  be  made,  by  law,  respecting  the  security 
required  of  marshals  appointed  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  for  the  faithful  perfom- 
ance  of  their  oflSciai  duties ;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tallmauob,  Mr.  O&Anc, 
and  Mr.  Lvon.  be  appointed  a  committee,  puran- 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  asr«in  resolved  itwlf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
sixteenth  instant,  thememorial  of  Return  Jonathan 
Meiffs,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  a  resolution  thereup- 
on ;  which  was  a^ain  twice  read,  atnl  agreed  to 
by  the  House  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
be  authorized  to  settle  the  sccounts  of  the  Chfr* 
emor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
for  their  services  while  acting  in  those  eapaeifies, 
respectively,  at  any  time  before  the  first  Toesdaf 
of  March,  one  thou!«and  eight  hundred  and  three. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

JOHN  DORR. 

Mr.  Crowninsrielo.  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  having  considered 
the  petition  of  John  Dorr,  of  Bo!<tan,  in  the  State 
of  Massac huj^ffs.  referred  on  the  5th  instant,  sub- 
mitted the  Mowing  report: 
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TheptliliDDer«teto8thA|»oii  tbe6th«€AugiBniUgt, 

be  iwpnft4irf  into  tke  district  of  Boston  and  Gharle»- 

towut  io  dbo  ship  ionny,  from  Antwerp,  lour  iboMs  of 

Dnldi  pUrifig  cards,  tba  duties  of  whteh  amounted  to 

nine  honcved  and  thirtypsiz  dollars.    Being  ignorant 

of  tbs  eTisfimce  of  any  law  revising  the  drawbaok,  on 

the  e^MTtation  of  playing  cards,  tbe  petitioner  aettt- 

aliy  dupped  the  caids  for  tbe  East  Indiea,  and  applied 

J^lhe  cuatom-houee  to  reoaive  tbe  debenture  eertifi- 

eitca»  whan  he  was,  for  tbe  first  tiasoi  inlbrcned,  that 

plajiiig  oards  were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  4lraw- 

hadu     He  pleada  ignofsnce  of  the  lasr/and  has  mede 

i^placalieB  to  Cengsess  for  relief 

TWe  cenaiillee  fiad  that  playing  oards  are  rtfceed 
tte  dnwWflk  en  e»pertation>  under  tbe  pftMsien  of 
*the  aol  for  tmpeshig  noie-epeciic  <kitise  on  tbe  im- 
^eiiaiioB  of  certam  anietee,"  &&,  passed  OTth  March, 
J6M,  vHuco  act  snas  efflciaHy  raeeived  by  the  eoHecter 
at  Boston,  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  went  iiMo  operatien 
«i  liie  let  ^  of  iofy  foUowing.  Prom  certificates 
eithibitadl  in  Ifaiaease,  it  appears  it  did  not  occur  to  the 
aallBilw,  at  the  tine  of  shipment,  that  playing  cards 
wese  oet  eatiHed  to  the  drawhaok,  and  the  peStioner, 
niae,  wee  wsaequsintiid  with  the  law.  The  eommitlse 
nre  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  petitioner  ought  to 
bn«e  known  that  each  a  law  was  in  force.  It  wonld 
thea  have  been  at  his  own  option  to  have  reported  tbe 
iMurals  for  expeitation,  and  in  this  case  they  might  have 
been  resbippcd  in  the  same  bottom, .  without  being 
fended,  and  no  duties  whstover  could  have  been  de- 
aseaded  upon  them.  The  same  law  which  prohibits 
the  drawbao^  od  playing  cards,  refiises  the  drawback 
oo  foreign  ibh  and  fish  oil.  The  importers  or  export^ 
•fs  of  these  articles  might,  with  the  same  propriety, 
nsge  coaspfadats  agamstithe  Isrw, and  rcfoest  a  return 
o#the  duties  in  easee  of  exportation.  If  the  draviback 
OB  ph^ag  cards  is  granted,  it  would  be  foir  to  return 
it  ao  aU  tbe  foreign  fieh  and  fish  oil  exported  smce  the 
met  went  into  operation.  Theie  appears  to  have  been 
aaipie  timt  for  tbe  law  to  have  been  generally  kaawn; 
U  wae  oeaily  esghteen  mentha  from  Um  passing  to  the 
tftBi»  of  the  exportation  of  the  playing  oaide.  AMtougb 
the  cDnmittoe  are  eonvineed  that  tbe  petitioner  was 
ooi  iidbraMd  of  the  existence  of  the  law,  and  although 
^ej  aia  of  the  /C|Mnion  that  his  situation  is  an  oafor^ 
fcaaate  e«e,  yet,  considering  the  necessity  there  is  of 
ygeaerviag  niiiformity  in  deeis*oas  of  thie  sort,  aad 
taking  into  view,  also,  the  daager  that  weald  ariae  to 
Chareveaue,  in  repeaUag  the  law  in  thb  perticular  in* 
ataaae,  veithout  extending  it  to  the  other  artklec  named 
ia  the  same  act»  they  aie  aatiified  that  the  relief  prayed 
isr  augiht  aot  to  be  gmnted,  and  recommend  that  the 
yatitteair  have  leaveto  withdraw  his  petittea. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Hoase  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  next. 

Tbub«dat,  JaaiNiry  3,  1800, 

Tbe  Sp£aKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  nf  State,  traosmitting  a  report 
on  the  memorial  of  Peter  Landais,  referred  to  him 
by  order  of  tbe  House,  on  tbe  16th  uhimo;  which 
w;is  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ciaimif,  preaeoted  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  tbe 
€k>vernor,  S<*cretary,and  Judges^  of  the  late  Ter* 
litory  of  the  Uiuted  Scatta  JNurihwaat  of  the  rirar 


Ohio;  which  was  read  twice  aod  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SaiLLY,  from  the  committee  appointed' oa 
tbe  I6tb  uliifuo,  presented  a  bill  to  exiead  juria*' 
dictioo,  in  ceruin  eases,  to  the  State  judges  asi 
Siatecourts;  which  wa^  read  twice  and  comm it t€sd 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  oo  tbe  Pubiio 
Ldnds,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  ejgbteeoiJi 
ultimo,  the  petition  of  certain  actual  settlers  on 
lands  lately  M>ld  by  Congress  an  pre^mptioo  landi^ 
lying  between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  OhicL 
he  discharged  from  the  consideration.thereof ;  aad 
that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Commiti- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

Tbe  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  estahlisbiog  rules  and  arti- 
cles for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

Oil  reaching  the  eighth  article,  whiiib  authorizes 
a  court  martial  to  punish  with  death  or  otherwise 
any  one  "who,  being  present  at  any  mutiny  or 
sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavor  to  sup- 
press the  same,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  (&laf, 
give  information  thereof  to  his  aommaading  offi- 
cer," Mr.  O.  W.  CAiiP«Ett«  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  words  *•  death  or  otherwise." 

Messrs.  Vaanom  and  Nbloon  oppoaed  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  disagreed  to  without  a  division. 

In  a  sub^uent  article,  Mr.  G.  W.  CaMFaau. 
moved  to  strike  out  that  fMirt,  which  a«tboriz«<sft 
court  menial  to  poni«h  with  death  aoy  one  who 
offers  violence  to  his  officer. 

In  sqpport  of  this  amendment,  Mr*  Campsbu. 
reprobated  tbe  idea  of  the  lives  of  eitizeae  being  in 
the  power  of  a  court  marttal.  He  compared  sol- 
diers to  mere  machines,  from  the  eeveritv  of  tha 
roilitary  law ;  ^  said  atiiMst  evevy  article  in  the 
hill  was  stained  with  blood ;  he  drew  a  parallel 
between  them,  and  the  civil  penal  laws ;  and  that 
when  men  know  how  small  offences  sobjeeted 
them  to  death,  they  would  be  deterred  from  or  di9- 
gusted  in  serving  their  country. 

Mr.  SouTBARO  and  Mr.  Cook  followed  with 
similar  observations  and  arguments,  in  favor  of 
tbe  amendment. 

This  was  strenuously  opposed  bv  Mr.  R,  Nbl- 
80N,Mr.  SMiLtB^Mr.  Macon. and  Mr. TAia.MAO0B» 

These  gentlemen  represented  tbe  oeccbsity  of 
tbe  bill  standing  as  it  bad  hitherto  done  in  thure- 
s()ect.  They  drew  a  picture  of  the  Army  without 
discipline,  where  every  soldier  might  think  bisn- 
aellat  his  own  disposal-^of  aa  army  beiag  ordered 
to  attack  the  enemy,  and  aa  officer  refusiaf,  aad 
d  rawing  hiss  word  oahiseomanndtngcffieer.  The 
necessity  of  a  code  of  laws  for  the  military  differ- 
ing from  the  civil  law  was  demonstrated  ;  and 
bavioi;,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  gone  through  the 
Revolutionary  war  with  success,  and  in  peaee 
foond  no  ill  consequence  arising  therefrom,  they 
thought  it  neither  prudent  nor  safe  to  adopt  the 
aanendment. 
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liir.  Tallmadob  said,  that  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  disobedience  of  soldiers  to  their  officers' 
commands,  had,  at  one  time,  gone  to  such  a  length 
as  threatened  a  mutiny.  Tne  Adjutant  General, 
Lee,  was  struck  by  a  soldier  on  h^ing  ordered  to 
do  his  duty.  The  commander  order^  him  to  be 
tried  by  a  general  court  martial.    He  was  found 

Suilty  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  army  was 
rawn  up,  to  attend  the  execution ;  upon  the  spot 
appointed  for  that  purpose  General  Lee  interceded 
in  behalf  of  the  soldier,  who  was,  in  consequence 
pardoned.  This,  however,  produced  a  good  effect 
in  the  army.  Mr.  Tallmadob,  brought  forward 
other  instances  of  danger,  when  soldiers  were  not 
subject  to  severe  laws.  Soldiers,  he  observed,  were 
a  description  of  men  that  must  be  ruled  with  se- 
verity— and  though  officers  were  invested  with 
this  authority,  they  were  ever  careful  in  exerting 
h.  So  far  from  it,  that  an  officer  had  an  esteem 
for  the  soldiers  he  commands — while  the  soldier 
himself, acting  up  to  the  tenor  of  his  duty,  respected 
his  officer. 

Thequestion  being  now  called  for  on  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's amendment,  was  lost.  The  affirmative 
only  20. 

As  the  Committee  progressed  in  reading  the 
bill,  numerous  amendments,  principally  verbal, 
were  made. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress^and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d  of  December, 
me  relates  to  the  organization  and  classification  of 
the  militia,  and  to  the  augmentation  of  the  land 
forces,  made  the  following  report,  in  part : 

In  relation  to  a  dsMification  and  new  organization 
of  the  militia*  The  most  extensive  view  of  this  part 
of  the  subject  which  has  occarred  to  the  committee  is, 
a  division  of  the  militia  into  fonx  daises,  in  the  follow- 
ing  manner,  vis :  those  between  eighteen  and  twenty* 
one  years  of  age  to  compose  one  dass ;  those  between 
twenty-one  and  twenty-six  to  compose  a  second  dass ; 
those  between  twenty-six  and  thirty-five  to  compose  a 
third  dass;  and  those  between  ^irty-five  and  forty- 
fire  to  compose  the  fourth  dass ;  each  dass  to  be  under 
a  separate  organization,  and  to  be  commanded  by  sep- 
arate corps  of  ofiicera.  To  this  kind  of  organization,  as 
it  relates  to  the  first  dass,  we  are  met  by  a  Constitutional 
objection.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Congress  are  empowered  "to provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  disdplining  the  militia,  reserving  to  the 
States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers." 

By  some  of  the  State  constitutions  it  is  provided, 
tlMt  the  captains  and  subaltems  of  die  militia  shall  be 
diosen  by  such  of  the  persons  who  compose  the  respec- 
tive companies  as  are  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  so  that  there  is  no  Constitutional  provision  by 
which  sodi  States  can  appoint  officers  to  command  a 
dass  of  the  militia  composed  of  minors. 

Knowledge  of  tactics,  and  an  acquaintance  with 
subordination  and  disdpline^  are  acquirements  of  such 
importance  to  our  national  defence,  that  the  promotion 
of  them  among  the  militia  ought  to  be  a  primary  object 
with  the  Government^  and,  no  doubt,  is  exceedingly 


denrable  in  ^ne  minds  of  the  in^vidual  citizens.  Bat 
such  means  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  Govemmettt 
as  are  best  calculated  to  efifect  the  object,  with  as  little 
fatigue  and  expense  to  individuals  as  the  nature  of  tbo 
case  will  admit.  It  is  conceived,  that  the  fatigue  and 
expense  of  military  disdpline  is,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
proportionate  to  the  population  of  the  d^rent  parts  of 
the  country  where  the  duty  is  performed,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  is  proportionate  to  the  distance  each  individ- 
ual composing  the  different  corps  is  compelled  to  travel 
to  reach  his  place  of  parade.  Under  ^e  present  or- 
ganization of  the  militia,  this  idea  is  fhlly  verified^-the 
diflference  in  the  expense  of  militia  meetings,  in  those 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  inhabitants  are  the 
jpost  dtnorsed,  when  compared  with  nmilar  meet- 
ings, in  the  more  populous  parts,  is  vny  apparent ;  and, 
jbendes,  the  nature  of  the  case  oompds  us  to  believe 
that  the  same  cause  will  produce  a  similar  diapaiily  in 
military  acquirement. 

These,  however,  are  evils  which  grow  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  and  cannot  he  remedied,  but  by  the 
increase  of  population,  because  the  principles  of  the  or^ 
ganization  are  calculated  to  render  the  fonnation  oi 
the  different  corps  as  compact  as  is  corndsteot  with 
proper  military  arrangements. 

By  the  org^anization  and  classification  of  the  milttia, 
in  the  manner  which  has  been  named,  the  limitlB  of 
each  corps  must  be  extended  over  four  times  the  quan- 
tity of  territory  it  now  occupies,  and,  consequently, 
would  burden  the  dtizens  with  a  proportionate  ad- 
ditional expense  in  the  acquisition  of  a  competent  por^ 
tion  of  military  information,  or  operate  as  a  propor- 
tionate preventive  to  such  acquisition.  The  subject 
has  been  viewed  in  another  point  of  light— that  is,  to 
call  on  the  two  senior  classes  to  exerdse  but  Once  in  a 
year,  so  as  to  proportion  the  quantum  of  exercise  to  the 
extension  of  the  corps.  In  thu  case,  all  the  evils  at- 
tendant on  the  extension  of  the  different  corps  over 
ad^tional  territory  will  attach  to  the  junior  classes 
which  could  attach  to  them  in  the  o^er  case,  and  the 
consequent  hazard  of  a  failure  in  discipline  wiU  remain. 
Military  knowledge,  like  that  of  every  other  ecicnoe, 
without  practice,  is  soon  forgotten,  and,  although  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  whole  of  the  militia  wiH  be  need- 
ed in  the  field  at  any  one  time,  yet,  in  case  of  invasion^ 
it  is  very  possible  that  all  who  are  in  the  vidnity  of  the 
assailants  may  be  necessary  ;  and,  as  it  is  uncertain  at 
what  point  an  enemy  may  make  lus  attack,  all  ahonld 
be  prepared  to  meet  sudb  an  event ;  but,  from  a  defi- 
den<^  in  disdpline,  or  the  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge in  tactics,  in  the  two  senior  dasses  only,  an  im- 
portant opportunity  for  a  speedy  extermmation  of  an 
enemy  might  be  lost,  and  the  Uvea  of  many  valuable 
dtizens  put  in  jeojmrdy.  It  is,  therefore,  believed  that 
this  experiment  is  inadmissible. 

Another  view  of  this  sul^ecthas  suggested  a  classifi- 
cation of  the  militia  by  ages,  under  the  existing  organi- 
zation, for  tile  sole  puipose  of  designating  those  per- 
sons who  are  under  twenty-six  years  of  age  as  the  only 
proper  objects  of  militia  doty  in  the  fidd,  except  in 
cases  of  great  emergency,  and  in  their  particular  ▼icin- 
age.  From  eighteen  to  tweuty-one  years  of  age  is  a  pe- 
riod of  life  in  which  the  young  men  of  the  United  States 
are  employed  in  completing  an  education,  in  pursuit 
of  mechanical  information,  or  in  acquiring  a  necessary 
acquaintance  with  some  other  branch  of  business,  oc- 
cupation, or  profession,  on  the  improvement  of  which 
they  calculate  to  obtain  a  subsistence.  From  twenty- 
one  to  twenty^six,  they  are  improvmg  their  prevaoos 
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mcqohemeoU  in  their  varioas  occupations  and  profes- 
wifODMy  and  thereby  laying  a  foundation  for  a  decent  rop- 
port  of  tfaemselTes  and  fomilies  through  life  ;  this  ia  a 
neriod,  also,  at  which  die  young  men  of  ihe  United 
Slatei  generally  engage  in  matrimony,  and  become 
cbaigeable  with  frmiiiee,  all  which  renders  their  time 
at  dMT  to  them,  from  eighteen  to  twenty-six  years  of 
age,  as  at  any  other  period  of  lifo. 

It  would  seem,  thmfore,  that  an  arrangement  which 
would  compel  this  class  of  our  citizens  to  bear  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  burden  of  national  defence,  might  just- 
ly be  dcemad  a  departure  from  that  principle  of  distri- 
Valxve  justioe  which  ought  to  be  a  paramount  charac- 
tflriatic  of  the  Goremment  of  the  United  States. 

That  young  men  would  better  endure  the  fatigues 
of  a  long  campaign  than  those  more  advanced  in  Ufe, 
k  not  doubted ;  but  whether,  on  a  sudden  emergency, 
they  would  be  more  useful  in  repulsing  an  enemy  than 
an  equal  number  of  enroled  militia,  on  an  average  from 
oigfaieen  to  forty-fire,  is  a  question  of  doubt ;  i,  how- 
ertir,  it  should  be  considered  that  the  advantage  is  in 
finTor  of  the  young  men,  it  is  confidently  believed,  diat 
the  advantage  in  that  case  to  the  public  would  be  of  a 
•of&eient  magnitude  to  justify  the  Government  in  im- 
ponng  on  them  such  an  unequal  burden. 

If  £e  proposed  system  should  be  adopted,  the  total 
derengement  of  the  existing  oiganization  of  the  militia 
must  be  the  consequence.     It  may  be  proper  here 
mgtda  to  remark  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  vested  in  the  General  Government  the  power 
^  to  provide  fo^  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
emxAoyed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  \**  but  the 
aeme  article  of  the  Constitution  is  express  in  "  reserv- 
ing to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  ac- 
cording to  die  discipUne  prescribed  by  Congress."    By 
this  arrangement  in  the  Constitution,  the  powers  ne- 
cessary to  produce  an  efficient  militia  are  divided  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  the  State  gov- 
ernments.   In  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
CSenerml  Government  on  this  subject,  Congress  did,  in 
the  year  1792,  pass  an  act  to  establish  an  uniform  mi- 
litia throug^ut  the  United  States,  which  act  seems  to 
embrace  siu  the  principles  in  the  case  delegated  to  Con- 
greas.     Soon  after  die  passage  of  that  law  by  Congress, 
m  conaideration  of  the  subject  was  assumed  by  the  Le- 
gialatares  of  all  the  States,  and  laws  have  been  passd 
by  all  the  States  for  carrying  that  system  into  efiect,  so 
that,  by  the  co-op<^tion  of  the  Ueneral  Government 
and  the  State  governments,  the  militia  are  now  com- 
pletely organized  and  officered  throughout  the  Union. 
It  is  now  thirteen  years  since  this  system  has  been  in 
operation ;  the  people  practising  under  it  have,  in  a 
l^reat  degree,  become  acquainted  with  it,  and  attached 
to  it ;  and,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  military  discip- 
Kne  ie  rapidly  progressing  under  it,  and  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  doubted,  that  the  militia  of  the  United 
Staiee,  under  the  exirting  organization,  are  amply  com- 
petent to  a  defence  against  the  intrusion  of  any  invad^ 
mg  enemy.    To  derange  this  system,  then,  and  intro- 
duce one  totally  new  and  untried,  one  in  which  it  is 
not  certain  that  the  State  Legislatures  vrill  concur,  and 
which  is  of  doubtful  aspect,  as  it  relates  to  the  appro- 
betion  of  the  people,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  this  important  crins  of  our  national  afiains 
be  putting  too  much  at  risk.    They,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

JU$ohedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  measures 
lor  the  daasification  or  new  organization  oi  the  militia. 


Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday. 

COLLECTION  OP  DUTIEa 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  amending 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  proride  for  mitigating 
or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities accrued  in  certain  cases  therein  mention- 
ed,'' as  to  extend  the  powers  vested  in  the  district 
judges  of  the  United  States  to  the  judges  of  the 
ludkial  courts  of  the  several  States,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

That,  by  tiie  30th  section  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  any  person,  having 
the  chaige  and  command  of  any  ships  or  vessels,  to 
n^ake  a  report,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  the  arrival 
of  the  saia  ship  or  vessel,  and  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  such  arrival  to  make  another  report  in  form  of  aU 
the  particulars  required  to  be  in  a  manifest,  d^. ;  and 
that  if  the  said  master,  or  other  person  having  the  cam 
of  any  such  ships  and  vessels,  shall  neglect  or  omit  to 
make  the  said  reports,  or  any  of  them,  he  shall,  for  eadi 
and  every  ofifence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $1,000. 
And  also,  that,  by  the  60th  section  of  the  said  law, 
masters  of  vessels  unloading  goods  witiiout  a  permit 
shall  forfeit  $400. 

That  by  the  105thand  lOOthsectionsof  the  said  act, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  may  be  imported  in  the 
districts  on  tiie  northern  and  northwestern  boundaiiea 
of  the  United  States,  in  vessels  and  boats  of  any  b«r^ 
den,  and  in  rafts  and  carriages  of  any  kind  and  naturoy 
subject  to  the  like  regulations,  penalties,  and  forfeiturea, 
as  in  other  districts. 

Your  eomuBttee  observe,  that  the  intercourse  by 
water  between  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  of  the  district  of  Champlahi, 
and  those  of  Canada,  is,  in  many  instances,  effected  in 
small  boats  or  canoes,  not  exceeaing  three-quarters  of  a 
ton  burden ;  that  the  intercourse  with  Canada  is  not 
confined  to  the  water  communication ;  that  at  the  place 
where  the  line  of  forty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude 
separates  the  United  States  firom  the  British  territory. 
Lake  Champlain  is  sixty  miles  distant  from  the  river  St. 
Lawrence ;  that  the  lind  of  that  tract  is,  at  several 
points,  inhabited  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

That,  by  the  act  under  the  consideration  of  your 
committee,  for  mitigating  or  remitting  fines,  forfeitures^ 
and  disabilities,  any  person  that  has  incurred  fine,  pen- 
alty, or  forfeiture,  by  force  of  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  laying,  levying,  or  collecting  any  duties 
or  taxes,  may  prefer  his  petition  to  the  judge  of  H^ 
district,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  his  case ; 
and,  upon  an  inquiry,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  said 
judge  to  cause  the  facts  which  shall  appear  to  be  stated 
and  annexed  to  the  petition,  and  to  direct  their  trans- 
mission to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu^,  who  shall 
thereupon  have  power  to  mitigate  or  remit  such  fine 
and  penalty,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  shall  have  been 
incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
fi-aud ;  and  to  direct  the  prosecution,  if  any  shall  have 
been  instituted,  to  be  diiscontinued,  upon  such  terma 
and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  reasonable  and  just. 

Your  committee  further  observe,  that  the  revenue  dis- 
tricts on  the  northern  frontier  are  at  a  distance  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  miles  of  the  place  of 
residence  of  the  district  judges  and  of  the  diitrict  courts : 
that  any  petitioners  firom  those  districts  would  be  fi>roed 
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to  traTel  fron  six  to  eight  bandred  miles  with  their  eri* 
dences,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  con- 
templated by  the  law ;  that  the  persons  who  are  liable 
to  infringe  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  local  situation,  are  generally  poor,  or  in  very  rood- 
exale  ctroumstancea ;  that  they  have  not  the  ability  to 
bear  the  expenses  of  so  long  a  journey. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  Lake 
Cbamplain  are  in  the  habit  of  transporting  their  pro* 
doce,  such  as  pork,  butter,  and  cheese,  in  canoes  in 
the  summer  months,  and  in  sleighs  during  the  winter; 
that  the  distance  from  a  direct  route  by  land,  to  any  of 
the  custom-house  offices,  often  exceeds  twenty  miles ; 
that  in  many  instances  those  people  will,  through  ne- 
gieet,  ignorance,  or  necessity,  unload  the  trifling  articles 
they  have  imported  before  a  previous  decUration  to  the 
cvstom'boQse  is  made ;  in  which  case  they  are  liable  to 
pay  a  fine  of  $1,000  for  not  giving  notice  of  tbeb  ar- 
rival into  the  district  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  to 
pay  another  fine  of  $400  for  unloading  without  a  per- 
xttit. 

That  the  inhabitant  of  the  fh>ntier  may  and  will 
often  be  driven  by  want  to  step  over  the  fictitious  bar- 
rier, in  order  to  obtain  from  his  neighbor,  across  the 
li<ne,  a  single  bushel  of  com,  perhaps  the  pice  of  his 
labor ;  that,  by  such  an  act,  the  poor  man  makes  him- 
•elf  liable  to  pay  the  disproportionate  penalty  of  the 
law,  and  that  the  diflSculty  or  impossibility  of  petition- 
ing for  relief  is  a  stimulus  to  the  rapacity  of  a  wicked 
ittfomer ;  aftd  that,  on  the  whole,  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  the  law  for  mitigating  a«d  remitting  penal^ 
taee  ia,  in  its  pieeent  ifxm,  nugatory  aa  it  respects  the 
fnmAm  districta,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  those 
diataiota  are  totally  deprived  of  the  meana  of  obtainiBg 
relief. 

Under  these  impressions,  and  agreeably  to  the  ofnn- 
ioB  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exprcaeed  in  his 
letter  hereunto  annexed,-  your  committee  are  of  opin* 
ioB  that  the  powera  of  the  district  jttdges>  and  of  the 
district  courts,  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  judges  and 
to  the  judicial  co«rU  of  the  several  States,  so  far  as  it 
respects  the  revenue  districts  of  Cbamplain,  Sackett's 
Harbor^  Oswego,  G^icsee,  Niagara,  Buffalo  Creek,  and 
Fresque  Isie;  and  they  have  prepared  a  bill  for  that 
puipoae. 

TsxAsvHT  DspABTirtirT,  Dee.  26,  180G. 

Sim:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your. letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  respecting  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
powers  vested  in  the  district  judges',  in  relation  to  the 
remission  of  forfeitures  and  penalties,  to  the  judges  of 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  several  States. 

As  those  forfeitures  and  penalties  can  only  be  incurred 
on  the  sea  border,  or  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  only  on  that  frontier  that  the  dis- 
tince  from  the  residence  of  the  district  judge,  and  fVom 
the  place  where  district  courts  are  held,  renders  it 
Almost  impracticable  for  the  parties  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  present  mode  of  afifordmg  relief. 

The  inconvenience  has  been  remedied,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  Territories,  by  act  of  last  session.  There 
is  a  district  judge  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  one  in  that 
of  Vermont  The  only  part  of  the  fVontier  where  there 
is  just  ground  of  complaint  extends  fVom  Lake  Cham- 
platn  to  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  includ- 
ing the  revenue  districts  of  Cbamplain.  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, Oswego,  Oencsee,  Niagara,  Bufi&lo  Creek,  and 
Prt8<iue  Isle.  I  think  that  it  would,  on  the  whole,  be 
in  favor  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  of  those  persons  who 


may  inadvertentlj  commit  some  breach  of  the  reveaiM 
laws,  were  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts,  in  thoee 
counties  which  include  the  above-mentioned  distriote, 
extended  to  all  seizures,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  ari** 
ing  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  the  remission  or  miti- 
gation of  such  penalties  and  forfeitures,  given  to  the 
presiding  judges  of  those  State  courts,  which  have  been 
given  to  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dcc^ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Pktxb  Saillt,  Ch4drman,  4fC* 

The  report  waa  referred  to  tiw  CommiUee  of 
the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Frtday,  January  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  wa»  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  a  revision,  alteration^ 
and  amendment,  or  the  act  of  the  last  session,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  asoertaining  and  adjusting  the 
Me*  and  claims  to  land  within  the  lerriiory  of 
Orleans  and  District  of  Louisiana;"  than  legal 
provision  may  be  ma<le  for  securing  tbecn  in  the 
right  of  common,  in  certain  lands  contiguous  to 
their  settlements;  that  the  holders  of  singlo  con- 
cessions may  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing 
with  those  to  whom  double  concessions  were 
granted  by  the  Govern raeots  of  France  and  Spain; 
and  that  Oon^re^s  will  patronize  and  endow  pub- 
lic schools  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  said 
Territory. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  tetith  ultimo, 
on  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans;  and  that  Mr.  Robebt 
Wbitebill  be  added  to  the  said  committee,  ia 
the  room  of  Mr.  John  Whitbbjll,  absent  on. 
leave. 

A  petition  of  P.  H.  F.  Baetrop,  of  the  Terrv- 
tory  of  Orleans,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  he  may  be  indemnified  bjr  a 
grant  of  lands  or  money,  for  the  loss  of  aa  ezeliiafve 
privilege,  granted  him  before  the  cession  of  th% 
said  Territory,  to  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  for 
a  term  not  yet  expired,  and  which  eielosive  priv- 
ilege  he  is  now  deprived  of  in  consequence  of  tbe 
said  cession. — Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on  aheratioiis 
necessary  in  the  "  Act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter^ 
couriie  with  the  lodian  tribes." 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  John  Douglass, 
chairman  of  a  committee  of  sundry  electors  of  the 
first  election  di>trict  of  Pennsylvania,  composed 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Phtladelphia,  and  iba 
county  of  Delaware,  was  presented  to  the  Houatt 
and  read,  compiaininflr  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Michael  Leib.  ooe  of  the  members  re- 
turned from  the  said  district  to  serve  in  thia 
House,  for  the  said  State  ot  Pennsylvania. — R»* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Eieetionn. 

The  House  a^in  went  into  Committee  of  tbe 
Whideon  the  bill  to  establiAh  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  tbe  United 
StHtes. 

The  Committee,  having  considered  the  remain- 
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log  pftiis  of  the  bill,  section  by  section,  reported 
tbe  same  wi'h  sundry  anieodnients,  which  the 
House  took  into  immediate  con>ideration.  approv- 
ing some  and  rejecting  others;  wlten  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  Thur5day. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  observed  that  he  had  a  com- 
BMioicatioQ  to  make,  which,  according  to  the 
nries  of  the  House,  required  the  galleries  to  be 
deired  ;  which  the  Speaker,  thereupon,  directed 
lobe  4ooe. 

The  galleries  contiaaed  closed  till  about  three 
d^dock,  when  they  were  opened,  and  the  House 
fti^oarned  till  Monday. 


MonDAT,  January  6. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  re- 
ceived by  him  from  David  Rumsey,  representing 
that  bis  son.  thous^h  possessed  of  a  protection,  bad 
been  Jmpre»»ed  by  the  Briti^sh ;  and  that,  notwith- 
atandloff  his  mo»t  strenuous  exertions,  he  is  una- 
ble to  obtain  his  release.  The  letter  is  couched 
in  unlettered^  but  pathetic  terms,  ao4  concludes 
ia  the  following  m4aner :  ^*  I  lost  an  estate  by 

*  leading  money  to  carry  on  the  Revoluiiooary 
'  war,  and  I  •uffend  everything  but  death  by  be- 
'  jng  a  prisooer  among  them  (the  British)  in  Can 
'  mda.    I  lay  fifteen  oionihs  in  close  confinement, 

*  when  I  bore  the  rank  of  a  full  captain ;  and  if 

*  thia  m  all  the  liberty  I  have  gained,  to  be  be- 

*  reaved  of  my  children  in  that  form^  and  they 
^  viade  sbves,  1  bad  rather  be  without  it*  I  hope 
^  thflii  Congress  will  take  some  speedy  methods  to 
'  relieve  our  poor  di^tremed  children  from  uiuler 

*  their  wretched  hands,  whose  tenderest  mercy  is 
'  cruelty."— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Ci4j«T0ii  presented  a  inemorial  of  the  mer- 
ebmats  o[  the  city  of  New  York,  signed  by  their 
ehairnnan  and  a  numerous  committee,  by  the 
uaa  Dimous  order,  and  on  behalf  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  said  merchants,  stating  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  has  been  deeply 
a^rieved  and  injured^  and  the  memorialists  them- 
selves subjected  to  heavy  and  unforeseen  losses, 
by  the  new  assumed  principle,  adopted  by  the 
British  V  ibunals  of  admiralty,  *^  that  neutrals  may 
be  restrained  in  time  of  war  to  their  accustomed 
trade  in  time  of  peace  j"  a  principle  destructive  of 
the  hitherto  acknowledged  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
especially,  subversive  of  the  whole  export  trade 
to  the  Uuited  States:  and  that,  appeal mg  to  the 
Qoiversal  and  inviolable  principle  of  the  law  of 
■atious,  **  that  the  goods  or  a  neutral,  consisting  of 
tf  tides  not  contraband  of  war,  in  a  neutral  vessel 
eanoiuyed  in  direct  trade  between  neutral  countries, 
mai  ports  of  a  belligerent  country,  not  invested  or 
blockaded,  are  protected,"  the  memorialists  con- 
fide in  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  National 
Qovernment  to  devise  efficient  means  for  main- 
taining and  protectiaff  tne  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  Sutes,  and  ibr  placing  the  ports  and 
barbois  thereof  in  a  state  of  defence  and  security. 
— Referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Wiicile  oa  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Varmum,  from  the  cottimittee  on  that  part 
ef  the  Ftemdent's  Meakige  whieh  rehiiea  to  the 


organization  of  the  militia,  the  augmentation  of 
the  land  forces.  <Sbc.,  made  a  further  report  in  part^ 
submitting  a  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  ot  the 
militia  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

iThe  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
States  to  require  the  Executives  of  the  re* 
spective  States  to  hold  their  quota  of  one  hundred 
thousand  militia  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo* 
ment's  warning ;  authorizes  the  acceptance  of  vo|*> 
unteer  corps  as  a  part  of  the  detachment,  and  ap*^ 
propriates  — -  dollars  for  the  purposes  of  the 
acf.J 

Mr.  NtcHOLSON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  education  of  youth  ia 
the  City  of  Washington,  stating  the  measures 
taken  by  the  board  in  tne  establishment  of  an 
academy,  and  the  contemplated  establishment  of 
higher  institutions;  and  requesting  Congress  ta 
aid  their  views  by  the  donation  otcity  lota,  by 
authorizing  a  lottery,  and  by  such  other  measure$ 
as  they  may  see  fit  to  take. — Referred  to  a  oooi* 
mittee  of  five  uembera. 

Mr.  J.  Ranik>lph  said  that  the  Commitlee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  letter  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  various  accom* 
panying  documents,  on  abuses  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  in  coiiseqaence  of  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt  being  receivable  in  payment  for 
lande)  and  on  tbe  vague  provisions  at  present  ia 
force  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Har^ 
ing  made  a  brief  explanation  of  these  provisions^ 
Mr.  R.  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author-* 
ize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  tbe  public  debt  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt^ 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  ot  the  Whole 
on  Thursday. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  act  to  authorize  the 
receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  parment 
for  the  lands  o(  the  United  States,  passed  Marcb 
3, 1797,  and  so  much  of  any  other  acts  as  author- 
izes the  same,  shall  be  repealed  after  the  31st  of 
March  next,  and  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  shall  not  be  authorized  to  purchase 
the  public  debt  at  higher  rates  than  sixty  per  cent, 
of  the  nominal  value  of  the  three  per  cents.,  or  than 
the  noniinal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amount  for 
any  other  species,  the  eight  per  cents,  only  except* 
ed,  for  whicn  thev  may  give,  in  addition  thereto,  at 
the  rate  of  one  half  of  per  cent,  on  the  nominal 
value,  for  each  quarterly  dividend,  payable  from 
the  time  of  purchase  to  Jan.  1, 1809.  At  the  close 
of  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  states  his  intention  of  submitting 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  plaa 
for  converting  the  three  per  centi*^  tbe  old  six  per 
cents.,  and  the  deferred  stock,  into  a  new  siock| 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent. ;  by  which 
means  the  whole  public  debt  contemplated  to  be 
discharged  at  a  cntain  period,  may  be  extin- 
guished.] 

IMPRfiB0ED  SEAMBK. 

Mr,  CnowNtNeBiBLO  observed  that,  at  the  last 
session,  there  had  been  a  return  made  to  the  House 
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of  the  American  seamen  impres&ed  by  British 
vessels,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon.  Since 
that  period  these  impressments  had  increased  in 
a  moRt  astonishing  degree.  It  was  a  fact  that 
from  2,500  to  3,000  of  onr  best  seamen  were  de- 
tained bv  the  British.  We  want  the  services  of 
this  useful  class  of  men.  That  the  attention  of 
the  House  may  be  drawn  to  the  subject,  in  order 
that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  have  drawn  up  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

HeBolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  a  return  of  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  impressed  or  detained  by 
the  ships  of  war,  or  privateers  of  Chreat  Britain,  whose 
names  have  been  reported  to  the  Department  of  State 
since  the  statement  was  made  to  the  House  at  the  last 
eession  of  Congress,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  ships  and  ves- 
sels by  which  they  were  impressed,  and  the  time  of  the 
impressment,  together  with  any  facts  and  circumstances 
in  relation  to  the  same  which  may  have  been  reported 
to  him ;  stating,  also,  the  whole  number  of  American 
seamen  impressed,  from  the  comnkencement  of  the 
present  war  in  Europe,  and  including,  in  a  separate 
column,  the  number  of  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
iiave  been  taken  out  of  American  veesels  coming  to 
the  United  States  from  Europe. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  that,  in  seconding  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  felt  it  a 
duty  to  express  a  hope  that  the  resolution  would 
not  only  be  adopted  with  perfect  unanimity,  but 
ihat  we  should  no  longer  stop  at  the  precise 
point  of  the  adoption  of  a  simple  resolution,  call- 
ing for  information  on  this  interesting  subject 
The  information  which  was  laid  before  the  House 
at  the  last  session,  with  that  which  has  since  been 
derived  from  the  public  papers,  has  produced  a 
loud  expression  of  public  indignation,  which  it  is 
our  duly  to  echo  with  energy.  To  prefer  every 
consequence  to  insult  and  habitual  wrong,  is  a 
sentiment  of  the  Executive,  which  has  been  ad- 
mitted even  by  its  opponents  to  be  correct  and 
honorable.  Has  the  time  arrived  when  it  has 
i)ecome  indispensably  necessary  to  reduce  this 

grinciple  to  practice  1  Do  we  suffer  insult  and 
abitual  wrong?  Our  merchants  call  loudly  for 
the  redress  of  injuries.  I  hope  we  shall  redress 
them.  Liet  us  extend  to  them  the  arm  of  national 
protection,  but  let  us  extend  it  also  to  another 
class  of  injured  citizens ;  while  we  give  it  to  the 
rich,  let  us  not  withhold  it  from  the  poor.  The 
groans  of  our  impressed  fellow-citizens  mingle 
with  the  murmurs  of  every  gale  from  the  ocean! 
The  queen  of  that  element  ought  no  longer  to  be 
suffered  to  bespangle  her  diadem  with  the  tears  of 
American  seamen,  or  to  substitute  her  will  and 
her  interest  for  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  upon  this  subject,  we  shall 
take  an  attitude  worthy  of  the  nation ;  an  attitude 
not  to  be  abandoned  but  by  obtaining  complete 
justice. 

The   resolution  was  then  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  FiNDLET,  from  the  Committee  of  Eleptions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Doug- 


lass, praying  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  a  commission  to  set  in 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  tht 
election  of  Michael  Leib,  returned  as  a  member 
of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  if  the  same  be  found  illegal,  a  new  election 
may  be  granted,  reported,  that  having^  according 
to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  they 
submit  the  following  report : 

A  petition  against  the  election  of  any  person  veCunied 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativas,  ought 
to  state  the  ground  on  which  the  election  is  contssledt 
with  such  certainty  as  to  give  reasonable  uotice  theieof 
to  the  sitting  member,  and  to  enable  the  House  to  judge 
whether  the  same  be  verified  by  the  proo^  and  if  proved, 
whether  it  be  sufficient  to  vacate  the  seat;  and  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  give  evidence  of 
any  fact  not  substantially  alleged  in  his  petition. 

In  the  present  case,  the  petition  contains  no  direct 
or  specific  charge  of  an  illegality  in  the  election.  The 
only  aUegations  are  general  and  indirect;  that  is,  by  a 
history  of  the  proceedings  of  certain  meetings  and 
committees  of  electors,  and  by  reference  to  a  subjoined 
report  of  one  of  those  committees  and  the  documents 
accompanying  it,  which  documents  appear  to  be  seven 
ex  parte  depositionB,  not  admissible  in  evidence,  and 
not  deemed  proper  to  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  peti- 
tion, by  being  generally  referred  to  therein. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  on  such  a  peti- 
tion there  can  be  no  satii&etory  trial  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  in  question;  and  therefore  recommend  the 
following  resolution: 

Resohed,  That  the  petiticmer  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same. 

The  House  immediately  took  the  reeolution 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  it  without  debate 
or  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RANoaLPH  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  one  o'clock.  The  doors  eon* 
tinned  closed  until  a  short  time  beyond  the  usual 
period  of  adjournment,  when,  on  motion,  tbe 
House  adjourned. 

TuBsoAT,  January  7. 

The  House  spent  the  morning  in  the  reception 
and  reference  of  petitions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  gal- 
leries were  cleared  at  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
continued  closed  imtil  the  House  adjourned,  about 
the  usual  hour. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Marion,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  sixteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^kt 
hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Tallvadob,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshaie ;  whieh  was  read  twice 
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•Ad  eoTDmittcd  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
Moodajr  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ibat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  light-houses  in  Long  Island 
Snood,  and  to  declare  Roibury,  in  the  State  of 
Ifasnchusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  with  an 
aaeodment;  to  which  thejr  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  BiDVBLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  a  resolution  relative  to  William 
Eaton,  submitted  the  fuUowing  resolution : 

Rnoheit  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenta-^ 
twet  of  tie  United  StateemCongreiaassembied,  That 
tiM  thanks  of  Congress  be^  and  hereby  are,  presented 
to  William  Eaton,  and  his  brave  associates,  fi>r  their 
dSsUngaished  servioee,  in  the  late  expedition,  planned 
and  wndocted  by  him  against  Tripoli,  in  the  execa- 
tion  of  which  th^  marched  from  Egypt,  through  the 
daaert  of  Lybia,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  ex- 
Badiaw,  and  the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval 
Ibrce  of  the  United  States,  defeated  the  TnpoUtan 
aimy ,  took  the  dty  of  Deme,  and  essentially  contri- 
buted to  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restora- 
^on  of  DOT  captive  fiBflow-citizens  to  liberty  and  their 
countiy. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Saturday. 

ARMING  THE  MTLniA. 
Mr.  Vabn UM  observed  that  it  would  be  found, 

Sthe  militia  returns,  that  there  was  in  some  parts 
the  Union  a  considerable  deficiency  of  fire-arms. 
That  inquiry  might  be  made  into  this  subject, 
mad  proper  arrangements  be  made  for  correcting 
the  evil,  he  moved  the  following  resolution : 

JUsobed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  are  necessary 
ta  be  adopted  to  complete  the  arming  of  the  nufitia  of 
the  United  States. 

The  House  immediately  took  this  resolution 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  it,  with  a  modi- 
fication, suggested  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  referring 
it  to  the  committee  charged  with  that  part  of  the 
Measage  of  the  President  which  relates  to  the 
miliaia. 

M  r.  Yahii UM  said,  that  the  inquiry,  directed  to 
be  made  by  this  resolution,  might  be  facilitated, 
he  would  move  the  following  resolution : 

Re9oivedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of  fire- 
arms fit  lor  use,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  de- 
aignating  the  places  where  they  are  deposited. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  agreed  to, 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  bill  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  suggested  as 
proper  to  be  made. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  moved  to  recommit  the 
hili  to  a  select  eomnxitte?,  wUh  the  view  of  modi- 
fying it  so  as  to  render  i^ore  definite  the  powers 
of  eoorts  martial,  and  particularly  that  the  power 
of  inflicting  the  punisninent  of  death  should  be 
more  guardedly  tMestowed* 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fisc,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Conrad,  and  Early  ;  and  lost 
— yeas  44,  nays  57. 

Mr.  Smilie  then  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
89th  article  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  verbal  amendments 
previously  suggested. 

This  motion  was  carried — yeas  55,  nays  47; 
and  the  article  made  the  order  for  this  dity :  When, 

At  the  request  of  Mr  J.  Ranoolph,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  two  o'clock,  and  remained 
closed  till  near  4  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Thursdat,  January  9. 
Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
a  Naval  Peace  Establishment^  having  obtained 
leave,  submitted  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
titled an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other 
purposes :  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday. 

[This  bill  repeals  the  second  and  fourth  sections 
of  the  act  recited  in  the  title,  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  keep  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace 
so  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
vessels,  as  in  his  judgment  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be 
laid  up  m  ordinary,  in  convenient  ports — directs 
the  public  armed  vessels  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  peace  to  be  officered  and  manned  as  the  Presi- 
dent shall  direct,  provided  that  the  officers  shall 
not  exceed  thirteen  captains,  nine  masters  com- 
mandant, seventy-two  lientenants,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  midshipmen,  who  are  to  receive  no 
more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  while  not  under 
orders  for  actual  service,  ana  provided  that  the 
whole  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five ;  the  President  bein^  at  liberty  to  appoint 
for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  surgeons, 
surgeons'  Biatea,  sailingaiaaters,  chaplains,  pursers, 
boatswains,  gunners,  sailmakeirs,  and  oarpenterS) 
as  may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.] 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  tlommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  89th  article  of  the  bill  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the.  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Having  verbally  amended  this  article,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  confirmed  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  article,  so  amended,  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to  day. 

The  House  took  into  consideration,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  billproviding  light-houses  on  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  bill  therefore,  only  requires  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President,  to  be  a  law.  The  amend- 
ment directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
have  the  lights  so  constructed  as  to  be  distinguished 
from  all  other  lights  in  the  neighborhood. 

When,  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  ^[alleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  dosed  until  four  o'clock,  when  the  House 
a4journed. 
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Friday,  January  10. 
The  eigfaty-nioth  article  of  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  for  e5(abli»bin^  rules  and  articles  for  the 

fovernment  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates  was 
rought  up,  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Besolvea,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  '*An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  praying  that 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  relative  to  quarantines  maybe  extended 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  there  may  be 
erected  at  Jones' Poie^,  the  necessary  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
and  that  a  general  quarantine  establishment  may 
be  made  at  Jones'  Point,  at  the  public  expense ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  certain  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  rel- 
ative to  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  and  the  im- 
position of  postage,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Post  Office  committee. 

At  about  12  o'clock  the  galleries  were  cleared> 
and  continued  closed  until  past  3  o'clock. 


Saturday,  January  II. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  fire-arms,  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates, fit  for  uae|  de^i^Datiog  the  places  where 
they  are  deposited ;  by  which  itanpears,  that^exda- 
aive  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  ot  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  there  are  deposited  in 
yarioua  plaoes:  113,501  muekets  with  bayonets, 
3,666  rifles,  62  Aisils,  1,938  pair  of  piatob,  and  918 
carbines. 

This  oommuoicatioQ  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  arming  of  the  militia* 

A  short  time  after  eleren  o'clock,  the  gtlleriea 
were  cleared.  They  continued  closed  until  four 
o'clock,  whea  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday.  January  13. 
Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabttaiitB  of  the 
counties o1*  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 

graying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  the 
urveyor  General  of  the  United  Slates  may  be  di- 
rected to  ruB  a  line,  commeaciag  at  a  place  called 
Paypsa.  above  Cahokia,  and  ending  at  — *-^  river, 
Wlow  Ka!»ka>kia,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  include 
all  the  settlements  made  between  those  two  points; 
and  that  the  land  which  shall  be  so  included,  may 
be  exempted  from  the  mode  of  survey  and  termn 
of  sale  to  which  the  other  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  subject.— Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Preeidenr  of 
the  United  States  comprising  a  statement  of  the 
mcabures  of  the  Executive  relative  to  obtaioiiig 


the  co-operation  of  the  ez^ Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
again:>t  the  reigning  Bey,  and  the  application  of 
the  ex^Bashaw  for  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  accompanied  by  varioiis 
elucidating  documents. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
JosEPB  Clay,  Mr.  John  C.  Sbittb,  Mr.  Roobr 
Nelson,  Mr.  Ceowninsbield,  Mr.  Gaanbtt,  Mr. 
Fisc,  and  Mr.  Dickson. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read^ 
stating  that  great  oppression  and  injury  has  ariaea 
to  sundry  citizens  of  the  said  State,  in  consequence 
of  a  claim  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  oertaia 
lands  lying  within  the  boundary  of  Georgia;  that 
the  rights  of  Georgia  have  been  no  leas  affected  and 
violated  thereby,  and  praying  that  Congress  will 
interpose  and  cause  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude  to  be  ascertained,  and  the  nne  between 
the  two  States  to  be  plainly  marked. — Referred  to 
Mr.  Spaloing.  Mr.  Ggorgb  WASHtNoxoN  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  Mr.  Stan poan,  and 
Mr.  Eppes;  to  examine  and  report  their  opinioa 
thereupon  to  the  House. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  galleries  were  agaii^ 
cleared  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson.  The  Howe 
did  not  rise  till  near  five  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  14. 

The  House  commenced  their  proceedings  thia 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  secret  sitting,  haT-« 
ing  yesterday  adjourned  while  the  doors  cootiuued 
closed,  and  while  coofideatial  business  was  ck^ 
pending. 

The  House  continued  sitting  until  three  o'clock^ 
when  the  doors  were  opened,  and  au  a^iouromiMU 
ensued* 


Wednesuat,  January  15. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  an  account  of  ihs 
gmnt  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  ooau»» 
gent  charges  of  Government,  by  an  act  making  ap* 
propriations  for  the  saptftort  of  GevernmenL  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five.  The 
Message  was  read^  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operations  oi  that 
institution,  during  the  last  year.  The  Message 
was  read,  and,  together  with  the  report  transmitted 
therewith,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  io6tant| 
the  report  of  the  Secretarjr  of  State  on  the  peti- 
tion or  Peter  Landais,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  that  the  said  report  and 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of^ Claims. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bidwbll,  who  ob« 
served  that  he  had  a  eommuBfeation  to  make  that 
required  closed  doors,  the  galleries  were  cleared 
about  twelve  o'clock,  and  remained  closed  till  fouTi 
when  the  House  adjourBtd. 
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Tbursoat,  January  16. 

Mr.  J.  Randolj* B,  from  the  ComiDittee  of  Ways 
mud  MeaoK.  presented  a  bill  makiDg  an  additional 
afiprophatiop  to  rapply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
prupriaiioo  for  the  nafal  ser? iee,  during  the  year 
omt  (bousaud  eight  hundred  and  five:  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
WAoie  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
/K>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
Ills  report  on  the  petitioos  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
Customs  of  the  cities  of  New  Torfc,  Baltimore, 
and  Philadelphia,  referred  to  him  on  the  fifth  and 
twenty-third  of  December  last^and  on  the  eleventh 
instant. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  FiifDLrBT,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  nltimo,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Inasteea  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Qeorgetown,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
rend  twice  and  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Rtaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qiMTe  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law,  declar- 
ing tJbe  assent  at  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
passed  on  the  twenty-seeood  day  of  December  one 
thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  three,  entitled  "  An 
set  to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to  perfVct 
titles  to  lands  resenred  to  this  State  by  the  cession 
act,  and  that  the  committee  be  anthoHzed  to  re- 
pott  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

OrJencd^ That  Mr.  At^roif,  Mr.  G.  W.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Cbitt£nden^  Mr.  Taioo,  and  Mr.  Lyon. 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  saia 
reaolatioD. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
thecily  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  stating  the  extreme  embarrassments 
which  hare  arisen  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  new  assumed  prin- 
dplei  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  respecting  the 
rights  of  nentrals,  and  the  restrictions  thereby  im- 
pMed  3  that,  under  the  pressure  of  these  evils,  and 
the  piraeies  and  depreoattons  committed,  both  in 
the  European  and  West  Indian  seas,  on  their  law- 
M  cominerce,  they  look  with  confidence  to  the 
ptoijeetaBg  arm  of  Qoveroment,  and  pray  that  effi- 
cient measures  may  be  devised  to  maintain  the 
rights  and  Tiodicate  the  honor  of  the  United 
States. — Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  e? idences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
Syment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  Ststes,  and 
r  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;  and 
aAer  aome  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment. 


Friuat,  January  17. 
Mr  Gasoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty-sev- 
enth nltimo,  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Di- 


rectors and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  considered : 
Whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists) 
so  far  as  respects  their  application  for  twenty  mile- 
square  lots,  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  memorial. 

Mr.  Tbnnbt.  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  presented  a  bill  further 
to  continue  in  foree  the  act,  entitled  *^  An  act  fbr 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactnres. 

A  memorial  and  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  counties  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  a  division 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  the  erection  into  a 
separate  Territorial  government  of  a  part  there- 
of; of  the  formation  of  a  Western  State;  of  the 
admission  of  slavery  into  the  said  Territory,  either 
unconditional  or  under  such  restrictions  as  Coin 
gress  may  impose;  and,  also,  prayincr  redress 
against  certain  oppressive  acts  ot  the  Executive 
authority  of  the  said  Territory — Referred  to  the 
coamttiee  appointed,  on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on 
a  letter  from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Mr.  Orboq  said  that  he  had  early  in  the  session 
offered  a  resolution,  whieh  be  thought  had  been 
at  the  time  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  Finding  that  this  was  not  the  case  he 
rose  to  move  that  it  should  be  so  referred.  This 
resolution,  as  follows,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion—  ayes  58.  noes  21 — and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Honse  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February. 

Besohed,  That  so  nraoh  of  an  act  entitled  <<  An  act  rsg- 
ulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  Buies  ssuth  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  as  appropriates  any  portion  of  said  lands  for 
tha  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  or  compensating  any 
claims  to  the  said  lands,  derived  from  any  act,  or  pie- 
tended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia^  and  neither  recog* 
nised  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Oeocgia,  nor  em- 
braced by  the  two  first  sections  of  the  abovementioAed 
act,  be  repealed. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  had  a  motion  to  make 
which  required  the  galleries  previously  to  be 
cleared. 

The  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared,  and  con- 
tinued so  for  about  two  hours;  when  the  doors 
were  opened,  and  a  Meysage  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  presented  by  Mr  Coles. 

This  Message,  being  partly  of  a  public,  and 
partly  of  a  confidential  nature,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  for  a  short  time,  while  the  latter  part  was 
read.  The  doors  being  a«^in  opened,  the  Clerk 
read  the  foritief  part  of  the  Message,  relative  to  Bri- 
tish aggressions  on  neutral  rights.  The  Message 
contains  a  copy  of  a  letter  transmitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  April  1, 1805, 
on  tlie  impressment  of  American  teamen  ;  and  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Seerc^y  to  Ms.  Mon^ 
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roe,  dated  April  12, 1805,  ob  the  doctrrne  lately 
set  up  by  Britain,  relative  to  neutral  trade.  Be- 
sides these  papers,  the  Message  enclosed  memorials 
from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  of  Newbnry- 
port,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  Cbarieston,  and  from 
the  United  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
from  the  Newport  Insurance  Company,  and  from 
the  Norfolk  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  the  reference  or  the  Mes- 
sage to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Nicholson  observed  that  a  subject  inti- 
mately connected  with  that  of  the  Message  bad 
been  already  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  and  moved  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
saffe  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Thomas  replied,  that  the  memorial  from  the 
merchants  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia on  the  same  subiect,  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  of  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  was  taken  and  passed  in  the  neg- 
ative— ayes  29. 

Mr.  Nicholson  then  moved  to  refer  the  Message 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Cbowninshibld  said  he  could  not  conceive 
why  a  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It  had  no  connexion,  or  a 
very  remote  connexion,  with  revenue.  Surely,  said 
Mr,  C.  we  are  not  going  to  settle  our  difference  on 
this  point  by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  He 
concluded  by  moving  a  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  the  Message  embraced 
two  distinct  jioints,  one  relative  to  spoliations  on 
our  trade,  which  might  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  other,  relative  to  the 
itnpressment  of  our  seamen,  which  would  most 
properly  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Nicholson  varied  his  motion  in  the  way 
suffffested  by  Mr.  Dana. 

The  House  concurred  in  his  motion  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  spoliations  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — ayes  59, 
noes  13. 

So  much  of  the  said  Message  as  relates  to  the 
impressment  of  seamen  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  seven  members. 

Mr.  Qreqo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  di- 
rectors and  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The 
report  states  that  since  the  date  of  the  memorial 
legislative  provision  had  been  made  for  all  the  ob- 
jects prayed  for,  except  one.  This  is,  that  a  grant 
may  be  made  in  aid  of  schools,  of  a  lot  of  land 
twenty  miles  square,  in  lieu  of  the  existing  appro- 
priation of  land.  The  report  concludes  with  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  application  for  a  lot  of  land  of 
twenty  miles  square,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  iu  it  without  division. 


Monday.  January  20. 
Mr.  Olin,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Vermont,  presented  to  the  House  certain 


resolutions  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  said 
State,  proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color,  from  wluj 
of  the  West  India  islands,  from  the  coast  of  A^- 
rica,  or  elsewhere,  into  the  United  States,  or  any 
part  thereof;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 
Mr.  Stanley  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Rtiohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  general  return  of  all  and  singular  the  wsriike  stores, 
the  proper^  of  the  United  States,  within  the  ssme, 
comprehenmng  ordnance  for  garrisons  and  floating  bat- 
teries, of  iron  and  brass,  from  a  ibr^-two  pounder  to 
cannirter,  grape,  dtc,  with  carriages  and  implement^ 
describing  the  condition  of  the  same,  whether  fit  or 
unfit  for  service,  noting  the  place  of  deposit,  and  under 
whose  direction ;  mortars,  howitxers,  beds,  and  travel- 
ling carriages,  of  different  calibres,  from  nine  to  two 
pounders,  with  crinleers,  boxes,  tumbreb,  ammonitkna- 
wagons  with  harness^  noting  where  ntaated  or  deposit- 
ed; shot,  shells,  grape,  and  cannister,  attached  to  the 
different  calibres  as  above ;  ammunition  and  compoei- 
tion  of  powder  in  magazines,  arsenals,  and  gun-hooaea. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JackaoNj 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  theexpedieacjr 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  le|;al  adjadicatioa  of 
claims  set  up  Dy  persons  in  virtue  of  purchases, 
or  transfers  from  purchasers,  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  previous  to  the  emanation  of  ^^rants 
under  their  authority. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Oot- 
emor.  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  urithout  amendment,  nod 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  txwoat 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oath  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  said. 
bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Coamterce 
and  Manufactures. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria* 
tion  for  the  naval  service,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NtcHOLsoN,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  a  bill  makini^  an  additional  appropriatioo  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
naval  service  during  the  year  I8O0. 

The  Chairman  having  read  over  the  bill,  Mr. 
Nicholson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  $350,000,  remarking  that  this  sum,  added  to 
that  already  appropriated,  amounted  to  $600,000 
which  constituted  the  entire  deficiency  for  the 
last  year.  ^  ^ 
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This  motioa  was  agreed  to  without  debate — 
yeas  7a 

The  Cominittee  rose  aod  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bill  with  the  above  ameodment,  which 
the  HoQse  immediately  took  into  consideration, 
and  icreed  to,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossea 
fora  tiiird  reading  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Bar.  Gbego,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  extend  the 
jiowers  of  the  Surveyor  Qeneral  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Gbsgo  stated  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was 
to  place  the  people  of  Louisiana  with  re^d  to 
the  public  lands  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
people  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Orleans, 
which  object  had  not  been  attended  to  in  the  acts 
of  Congress  recently  passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ubeqo  mov^  several  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to.  accommodating  the  verbal  lan- 
guage of  the  bill  to  that  made  use  of  in  the  other 
land  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ParkBj  a  new  section  was 
introduced,  allowing  claimants  of  land  either  un- 
der the  French  or  Spanish  Governments,  or  de- 
rived from  actual  settlements,  or  from  other  sour- 
ces, until  the  first  day  of  June,  to  give  evidence  of 
their  claims  and  have  the  same  recorded,  and  de- 
claring all  other  claims  null  and  void  forever. 

Mr.  Oacoo  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
allow  a  salary  of  8400  to  the  principal  surveyor, 
in  consideration  of  his  being  obliged  to  keep  an 
office,  and  being  thereby  disabled  from  executing 
many  surveys  himself. 
Motion  lost — yeas  26. 

Some  other  subordinate  amendments  were  made, 
when  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bill,  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  in  all  the  amendments,  except  that 
for  introducing  a  new  section,  offered  by  Mr. 
Pabks,  to  which  they  disagreed,  only  ten  mem- 
bers rising  in  favor  or  it. 

Mr.  Qreoo  renewed  his  amendment  for  allow- 
ing a  salary  of  9400  to  the  principal  surveyor, 
which  was  disagreed  to — veas  42,  uays  43. 

Ordendy  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
temdmg  to-morrow. 

ELIZABETH  PECKfiAM. 

Mr.  GaowjiiNBBULD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commeree  and  Manufactures,  having  considered 
the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Peckham,  of  North 
Kionlon,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  widow 
of  Senedict  Peckham,  referred  to  them  by  the 
House  of  Renresentatives,  on  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, submitted  the  following  report : 

The  petitiaiMr  states  that  her  husband,  Benedict 
Peckbm,  in  the  nonth  ef  August,  1801,  sailed  from 
Bbode  liUad  on  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies^  and  im- 
ported from  thsnoe,  into  Washington  district.  North 
Camlina,  abeot  twenty-two  hogsheads  of  rum,  and 
there  entered  and  landed  the  same,  and  gave  bond 
with  William  Ross,  as  surety  for  the  duties,  amounting 
to  six  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-lour 
cents.  That  the  markets  not  answering  the  ezpecta- 
tiona  of  the  said  Peckham,  he  reshipped  the  said  nuui 


and  took  passage  therewith  himself  for  New  York* 
about  the  18th  of  February,  1802.  That,  soon  after, 
a  violent  storm  came  on,  and  without  doubt  the  vessel 
and  every  person  on  board  were  lost,  as  they  have 
never  been  heard  of  since  that  time.  That  the  said 
Ross  was  obliged  to  pav  the  duties  on  the  rum,  and 
commenced  his  action  merefor,  and  attached  a  dwel- 
ling-house and  four  acres  of  land,  situated  in  North 
Kingston,  in  Rhode  Island,  on  which  the  petitioner  re- 
sided with  her  children,  and  obtained  judgment  on  his 
suit,  and  caused  the  house  and  land  to  be  sold  at  auc- 
tion. The  petitioner  iurdier  states  that  the  said  Peck- 
ham died  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  the  remainder  of 
his  estate,  and  that  she  with  her  six  children  are  tunied 
out  of  their  home  in  consequence  of  this  decision. 

The  petitioner  prays  that  the  amount  of  duty  on  the 
twenty-two  hogsheads  of  mm  may  be  refunded. 

The  committDe  consider  this  as  a  hard  case,  and  if 
their  humanity  alone  was  to  be  consulted  on  ^e  oc- 
casion,  they  could  not  hesitate  to  recommend  that  the 
wished  for  relief  should  be  granted ;  but  th^  cannot 
venture  to  recommend  a  deviation  from  the  invariable 
practice  of  the  House  on  all  similar  applications.  The 
decisions  have  been  founded  on  strict  commercial  jus* 
tice.  When  articles  are  imported  and  bonded  at  the 
custom-house,  the  duties  form  a  part  of  their  value, 
and  immediately  become  an  insurable  interest.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  the  rum  might  have  been  in- 
sured, (although  it  is  not  stated  that  it  was  insured^ 
and  the  loss  would  have  ^en  on  ^e  underwriters.  It 
is  true  it  was  not  consumed  in  the  countnr ;  this,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  make  any  diflerence,  if  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  article  was  going  from  port  to  port  in  the 
United  States,  with  coasting  documents,  no  bonds  hav- 
ing been  given  to  export  it  to  a  foreign  oountiy.  If 
tl^  datm  is  allowed,  it  would  be  equally  foir  to  re- 
fund the  duties  on  all  goods  wfaifih  may  receive  dam- 
age after  importation,  and  previous  to  Uieir  consump- 
tion, and  even  in  cases  of  loss  by  fire,  storms,  and 
from  every  accident  or  injury  whatever. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  danger  that  would  arise 
from  innovating  upon  the  revenue  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  a  pnnciple  of  this  magnitude,  the  com- 
mittee are  induced  to  offer  the  follo^ring  resolution : 

Eeiolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  motion  of  the  tenth  ultimo,  "for 
imposing  a  tax  or  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  head 
upon  all  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  any  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  would  not  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  a  resolutioUi 
the  obiect  of  which  was  so  plain  as  rendered  it 
scarcely  possible  to  elucidate  it.  He  would  read 
that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  gave  Con- 
gress the  power  of  legislating  on  this  subject,  which 
was  so  clear  as  to  require  nothing  to  be  said  in 
addition  to  it. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  is  in  these 
words : 

**  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  sball  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress,  prior  to 
the  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
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«uch  iinpoirUtioDy  not  exceeding  ten  dolkn  for  eseh 
person/^ 

I  eoDcetre.satd  Mr.  Sloan,  that,  by  this  article, 
slaves  are  made  an  article  of  importation,  in  com- 
TOon  with  other  articles  imported.  Congress  have 
the  same  power  to  lay  a  tax  often  dollars  a  head 
on  them,  as  they  have  to  lay  an  unlimited  tax  on 
every  other  imported  article.  I  presume  every 
member  of  this  Committee  has  duly  considered 
the  subject,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  resolution.  Fur  my  own  part  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  this  article  of  importatioB 
should  remain  without  duty,  while  all  others  pay 
one.  For  these  reasons  1  hope  the  Cummitiee 
will  agree  to  the  resolution. 

The  article  of  th«  CoostitiitioD,  together  with 
the  resolution,  having  been  read  at  the  request  of 
hit.  Dana,  he  called  upon  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution to  assign  his  reasone  for  using  the  word 
4la9e8  instead  of  the  word  pertona^  the  term  used 
in  the  Coosritution. 

Mr.  Clark  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
agree  to  the  resolution.  He  was  no  advocate  for 
a  system  of  slairery ;  but  he  supposed  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution  could  only  be  considered  as  ex- 
pressinjr  the  opioiun  of  Congress,  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  importing  slaves.  As  to  the  revenue  to  be 
raised,  it  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  worthy 
of  any  attention.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, because  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would 
be  partial  in  its  operation,  inasmuch  as  there 
.were  only  two  States,  South  Carolina  and  Qeoj^ 
gia,  whkh  did  not  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  at  which  it  must  consequently  be  con- 
sidered as  leve]le«l.  The  more  be  reflected  oo 
the  subject,  the  more  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  that  species  of  legislation  which  bore  exclusive- 
ly on  a  particular  section  of  the  United  States, 
Dor  did  it  become  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States  to  interfere  with  the  internal  police  of  the 
^tates,  which  were,  in  this  respect,  sovereign  and 
indepeodeot.  For  these  reasons,  he  trusted  the 
resolution  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Early  rose  barely  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clark.)  in  the  remark 
he  had  made  relative  to  the  -State  of  Georgia. 
There  existed  no  law  in  that  State  permitting  the 
importation  of  slaves;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
Hn  article  in  their  constitution  prohibiting  it. 

Mr.  Marion  said,  this  was  to  be  considered  as 
a  (^estion  of  revenue.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
of  importing  slaves,  that  was  left,  until  the  year 
1608^  exclusively  to  the  States.  If  this  resolution 
was  intended  to  express  the  disapprobation  of  the 
General  Government  of  the  legitimate  act  of  a 
particular  State,  he  should  deem  it  proper.  As 
Well  might  Congress  undertake  to  express  its  dis- 
approbation of  the  election  of  a  Governor  chosen 
{n  a  particular  State ;  his  objection  arose  from 
the  partiality  and  iojusiice  of  the  resolution.  If 
in  operation  it  was  as  extensive  as  it  appeared  to 
be  in  words,  or  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent  a 
single  slave  from  being  imported  into  the  United 
States,  it  should  receive  his  hearty  support;  but 
the  very  limitation  of  the  tax  by  the  Constitution 
10  ten  doUatSj  was  intended  to  prevent  Congress 


from  laying  a  duty  which  should  prevent  tbe 
importation;  it  could  not,  therefore,  prevent  tbe 
importation  of  a  single  slave.  It  followed  that 
revenue  could  be  the  only  object.  Whether,  for 
this  alone,  we  should  lay  a  tax  that  would  faU 
exclusively- on  one  State,  was  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. That  State  already  bore  her  full  propor^ 
tion  of  the  public  burdens,  and  even  more  than 
her  proportion.  In  point  of  numbers,  she  eon* 
taiaed  about  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  Union, 
and  therefore,  on  the  basis  of  numbers,  otight 
not  to  be  called  on  to  pay  a  quota  oi  more 
than  six  per  centum  on  the  whole  amonni  of 
taxes.  Her  quota,  on  the  principle  on  which 
direct  taxes  were  imposed,  ought  not  to  be  more, 
than  four  per  centum  and  four  hundredths.  On 
examination,  it  will  be  found  that  the  dsties 
paid  in  South  Carolina  on  imported  articles, 
amount  to  between  one  thirteenth,  and  one^oo^ 
teenth  part  of  the  whole  duties  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, which  is  between  seven  and  eight  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  When  it  is  cooHidered  that  no 
goods  are  imported  into  South  Carolina  for  the 
consumption  of  the  other  States,  for  it  was  known, 
Mr.  M.  said,  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
he  would  not  undertake  to  explain,  that  goods 
were  considerably  higher  in  Charleston  than  in 
the  other  States,  and  that,  consequently,  a  chetp- 
er  supply  of  ^oods  could  be  obtained  from  other 
States  than  from  South  Carolina ;  and  when,  to 
this  circumstance,  it  was  added  that  South  Caro- 
lina paid  her  portion  of  duties  oo  Bast  India 
goods,  which  she  derived  from  the  importation  of 
other  States,  it  would  be  found  that  she  paid  a 
still  higher  proportion  of  duties.  Under  these 
considerations  are  Cons^ress  prepared  to  lay  a  duty 
on  her  alone,  for  such  it  certainlv  was  ?  Coming 
from  the  State  he  did,  Mr.  M.  said,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed he  was  personallv  interes<ted  in  this  qoes^ 
tion  ;  but  the  fact  was,  he  was  as  free  to  act  on  it 
as  any  other  member  of  the  House.  He  had  osi* 
formly  opposed  the  importation  of  slaves,  tod 
were  he  to  collect  the  sentiments  of  his  constitii- 
ents  from  the  vote  of  their  immediate  Represeat- 
ativea  on  a  recent  occasion,  it  would  be  found 
that  a  majority  of  them  were  likewise  opposed  to 
it.  As  to  himself,  he  was,  in  truth,  indivichisilf 
interested  in  preventing  the  iaiportatioo  of  ^aves. 
He  never  had  purchased,  nor  should  he  ever  pur- 
chase a  slave.  The  greater,  therefbfS)  tkaresuic- 
tioo  imposed  on  the  importation,  tke  more  woold 
it  raise  the  value  of  those  he  possessed. 

Mr.  SoirrHABD  declared  himself  in  favor  crf'tha 
resolution.  His  only  regret  was,  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  a  more  effeetoai 
tax.  He  thought  Congress  had  a  right  to  daeUne 
their  opinian  of  a  practice  so  iajimoos  to  the 
country.  The  idea  was  held  up  in  the  Constttu- 
tion  that  slaves  were  a  proper  object  of  tasaiimu 
He  believed  the  tax  would  pivvent  few  parscms 
from  being  imported.  About  two  years  aga  a 
similar  resolution  had  been  agitated  in  this  House. 
It  was  then  said  the  Lesi^ature  of  Sottth  Caro- 
lina were  in  session,  and  that  there  was  a  rreat 
probability  of  their  repealing  the  obnoxious  law. 
On  this  ground  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
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^IM  poetpoded.    Last  sesMon,  ft  simikir  i^solutfoD 
ms  broii^t  forward,  and  Was,  owing  to  a  pres- 
sure of  bosiness,  asain  postponed.    Mr.  Southard 
said  fberr  was  no  dmibt,  if  the  resolution  had  been 
acted  npon  two  years  ago,  and  Congress  had  ex- 
ercised their  Constitutional  power,  it  would  have 
prereDted  a  vast  number  of  slaves  from  being  im- 
ported.   It  is  said,  however,  that  this  resolution 
will  operate  partially  on  South  Carolina^  but  it 
ias  not  South  Carolina  particularly  in  view,  but 
principle;  and  if  that  principle  be  correct,  let  it 
operate  where  it  may,  let  the  people  of  Soutii 
Carf^na  feel  the  weight  of  it;  it  i»  right  ibey 
alMKild.    As  th^  pvoyosed  laz  may  pretvent  a  few, 
.  Berhapa  a  atngle  one  of  these  aataanibla  cnatuves 
ftom  being  torn  froon  tlie  boaonvof  tbtir  iimily 
aad  eountry,  in  vMatton  of  the  ties  of  nature  and 
cfac  priaeinleaof  Jostiea,  the  time  of  <3ongresB  will 
^  well  talEen  up  in  rmpoa^ng  H,  nor  has  any  State 
a  ncht  to  complain  of  RUcb  treatment;  for,  if  the 
traffic  18  profitable  they  can  well  afford  topay  for  it. 
Mr.  8.  concluded,  by  declaring  that,  not  revenue. 
Inn  an  expression  of  tbe  national  sentiment  was 
liis  principal  object. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  bladr  men  were  not  the 
only  men  imported  into  the  United  States.  If  tbe 
object  of  this  tax  was  only  to  obtain  revenue,  (and 
it  really  appeared  to  him  that  we  wanted  ail  the 
revenue  we  eould  get.)  it  might,  perhaps,  be  right 
to  get  as  much  revenue  as  possible  from  the  impor- 
tation of  men.  To  have  this  point  elttcidated,  and 
to  learo  tbe  precise  grounds  of  the  mover  in  offier- 
ing  this  resolution,  he  moved  to  substitote  tbe 
mrord  prrsont,  in  lieu  of  the  word  alavea, 

Mr.  Alstom  said,  in  seeooding  this  amend- 
ment, bis  object  was  to. preserve  the  words  of  the 
Constitutioa,  instead  of  deviating  from  them  into 
the  language  of  the  resolution.  He  defied  gentle- 
men  to  show  him  the  word  slave  in  the  Con»tuu- 
tioB :  no  such  word  was  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tioB.  Here  Mr.  A.  read  thai  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion already  recited,  and  then  proceeded:  Tbe 
word  here  used,  is  penon^  not  slave.  Where  the 
gaatleman  found  the  latter  word,  I  am  altogether 
at  a  lo»s  to  know.  In  layiagi  this  tax  on  slares,  we 
ahall  defeat  a  very  important  part  of  the  Consti- 
tntlooy  which  sap  ail  taxes  and  duties  shall  be 
luiform.  From  the  constitutions  of  the  South" 
crn  States,  it  is  impossible  for  thi^  tax  to  apply  to 
tbea ;  and  in  many  of  the  otlier  States  there  is^  I 
]believe,a  similar  provision  prohibiting  the  admis- 
sion ofslaves.  Under  the  constitution  ofConnec- 
ticat,  every  man  is  free  the  mooaeDt  he  puts  his 
foot  oo  their  ground.  This  tax,  therefore, cannot 
api^y  to  that  State,  unless  they  alter  their  consti- 
tution, or  their  steady  habits,  whichever  ffentle- 
men  may  call  them.  In  Ohio,  there  is  a  like  pro- 
bibiiioQ.  How  then  are  gentlemen  attempting  to 
Icgidate  on  the  subject  ?  If  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lotion  were  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves* 
I  b^iere  I  should  join  them  in  supporting  it.  I 
am  willing  that  no  more  of  that  deaeriptioa  of 
people  should  set  foot  on  our  shores ;  but  this  will 
not  be  its  effect.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  par- 
tial in  its  opemtion,and  fall  exduaivvly  on  South 
Oaroliaa  and  a  lew  of  tbe  •tkex  Biatas,  whoaa 


constitutions  permit  the  importation  of  slaves. 
With  these  constitutions  Congress  are  presumed 
to  be,  and  are,  acquainted ;  their  acts  ought  to 
harmonize  with  them',  and  they  ought  not  to  pass 
a  law  which  does  not  operate  equally  on  all  the 
Slates.  In  the  present  instance,  we  see  South 
Carolina  nearly  equally  divided  in  opinion.  Is  it 
proper  in  Congress,  under  these  circumstances^  to 
pass  an  act  to  censure  them  ?  Can  we  prohibit 
the  importation  ?  No ;  we  are  merely,  then,  sanc- 
tioning the  commerce^nd  imposing  a  tax  that 
amounts  to  nothing.  What  good  reason  is  there 
fbr  bringing  forward  this  subject  at  this  time  ?  In 
two  years  we  shall  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  trade  altogether.  Then  this  House  will  be 
unanimous ;  no  one  will  object  to  exercising  our 
full  Constitutional  powers.  But  to  brin^  tbe  sub- 
ject forward  in  its  present  shape  can  only  tend  to 
divide  us,  without  aoing  the  least  benefit.  I  hope 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  adhere  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution. 

Nfr.  Smilie. — There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  the 
Constitution,  we  have  a  right  to  prohibit,  so  far  as 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  can  have  the 
effect,  tbe  importation  of  slaves  or  freemen,  pro- 
vided we  think  good  policyaod  humanity  justify 
the  measure.  And  if  the  House  do  entertain  the 
opinion,  that  the  policy  of  the  United  Slates  re- 
quires a  prohibition  of  the  emigration  of  all  such 
persons,  they  will  agree  to  the  amendment;  they 
have  a  right  to  do  it.  But  I  do  not  believe  this  is 
the  disposition  of  the  present  House,  or  of  any 
that  has  sat  under  the  Constitution.  The  gentle- 
man rests  his  amendment  on  the  word  person. 
and  concludes  it  to  be  necessary,  because  tbe  word 
slave  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  I  re^ 
joice  that  that  word  is  not  in  the  Constitution ;  its 
not  being  there  does  honor  to  the  worthies  who 
would  not  suffer  it  to  become  a  part  of  it.  What 
are  the  facts  connected  with  this  business?  They 
are  these:  When  Congress  were  sitting  and  legis- 
lating for  a  free  people^  they  determined  not  to 
stain  Che  Constitution  with  that  word.  The  thing 
was  perfectly  understood  in  the  Convention.  The 
power,  as  it  stands  modified,  was  the  re>ult  of  that 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  wbich^  in 
this  as  in  many  other  instances,  characterizes  the 
Constitution.  With  regard  to  the  allegation,  that 
this  tax  would  operate  partially  and  severely,  I 
see,  on  reflection,  nothing  in  it.  The  right  to  im- 
pose duties  on  all  other  articles  except  this,  is  un- 
limited, and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  this 
instance,  has  the  power  completely  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax.  She  has  only  to  repeal  her  law,  and  she 
will  have  no  tax  to  pay.  But  if  that  or  any  other 
State  pursue  a  trade  which  justice  or  good  policy 
forbid,  they  roust  submit  to  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress.  We  are  placed  now  in  a 
delicate  and  trying  situation ;  the  resolution  is 
actually  before  us ;  and  the  only  question  is.  whe- 
ther we  will  or  will  not  declare  our  approbation 
of  this  iniquitous  traffic.  As  to  revenue,  it  is  no 
object  to  me.  Revenue,  no  doubt,  will  grow  out 
of  the  measure,  but  that  alone  would  not  induce 
me  to  patronise  it.    I  have  another  and  a  higher 
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object — to  express  our  disapprobatioD  of  this  traf- 
fic, to  manifest  to  the  world  that,  as  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  people,  we  will,  as  far  as  we 
can,  express  our  opinion  oi  it. 

The  Ubairman  here  interrupted  Mr.  Smilie,  by 
stating  that  the  question  was  on  the  amendment, 
to  which  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  must  be  con- 
fined. 

Mr.  FiSK  hoped  that  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  Gentlemen  tell  us  the  resolution  must 
be  in  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  is 
partial.  He  would  consider  how  far  this  argu- 
ment would  carry  them.  It  is  observed  that  it  is 
improper  to  call  in  question  the  rights  of  the  States^ 
but,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  if  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts should  prohibit  her  citizens  from  consuming 
tea  or  cofiee.  Congress  would  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  repealing  the  duties  on  those  articles,  and 
in  this  way  many  other  acts  of  the  States  would 
prevent  Congress  from  exercising  their  Constitu- 
tional powers.  These  things  are  in  the  power  of 
the  States ;  they  are  free  to  exercise  them  or  not 
to  exercise  them.  When  they  conduce  to  their 
benefit,  they  will  exercise  them ;  and  when  they 
cease  to  be  beneficial,  they  will  abandon  them. 
Congress  have  the  same  right  to  lay  a  tax  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  according  as  the  public  ^ood 
will  be  advanced  by  the  imposition,  as  well  ol  the 
limited  tax  on  slaves,  as  of  the  unlimited  tax  on 
other  objects.  In  this  resolution  there  is  no  par- 
tiality ;  It  applies  to  all  the  States,  as  well  those 
who  have  prohibitory  laws  or  constitutions  as 
those  who  nave  not.  For  it  is  incorrect  to  say, 
because  some  States  have  Constitutional  provis- 
ions on  the  subject,  the  tax  is  therefore  inapplica- 
ble to  them,  because  they  have  the  power  of  alter- 
ing their  constitutions,  and  what  is  in  force  to- 
day may  be  abandoned  to-morrow.  To  a^^ree  to 
the  amendment  would  be,  to  hold  out  the  idea  to 
foreigners,  about  to  escape  from  the  tyranny  and 
injustice  of  Europe,  that  we  meant  to  refuse  them 
an  asylum  in  our  country.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  mover  of  the  amendment  is  against 
the  whole  resolution,  and  brought  forward  the 
one  to  defeat  the  other. 

Mr.  Bedinger  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  He  said  the  subject  was  important ; 
it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  he  thought  they  ought 
to  take  more  time  to  reflect  on  it  before  they  came 
to  a  decision. 

This  motion  having  been  agreed  to — ayes  64 — 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  that  they  would  not  have 
leave,  but  that  the  resolution  would  be  postponed 
till  some  time  in  May. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said,  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  have  leave  to  sit  again,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  naysou  the  question,  which  being  taken, 
were,  yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

TsAS— Isaac  Andencm,  John  Ardier,  Joseph  Bar* 
ker,  Burwell  Baisett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jon.,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M. 
Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, Levi  Caseyi  John  Chandlari  Martin  Chittendeii, 


John  Claiboniib  Qearfst  Cliiitoa,  jun.,  Leonard  Cov* 
ington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  CuUs,  Sanmal 
W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenporlr  Jan.,  William 
Dickson,  James  Blliot,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  E^, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsboroogh, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David 
Hohnes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Josiah  Masters,  WBliam  McCreeTy,incfao- 
las,  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonft- 
than  O.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Ncilmi, 
Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Oiin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pagfa,  Jonah  Qoin^, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea,  of  PennsyhraBk, 
John  Russell,  Peter  8ailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Tfaamas 
Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Schaneman*  Ehenewr  Secnsiv 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Jehn  Cotton  8mith»  Joka 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  8p8U> 
ing  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  WiUiam  8ted> 
man,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Tfaoom- 
son,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt» 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Dan- 
iel C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickc^ 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jon.,  John  CampbeD,  Chris- 
topher Ciaik,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  EMwin  Gray,  James  Holland,  Robert  Marion, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, O'Brien  Smith,  David  Thomas,  and  David  R. 
Wi] 


TuBSDAT,  January  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblbon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  criminal,  civil,  or  equitable  jur- 
isdiction of  the  Circuit  Couit  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roger  NcLSoif,  Mr.  Jack^ 
80N,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Gborgb  W.  Campbell,  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  he  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  GREoe.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Poblle 
Lands,  to  wnom  were  referred,  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  considered ;  Woereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ouffht  not  to  be  granted. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  QoTemor, 
Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory  of  the 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  extending  the  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiatm, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 
Mr.  Early  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  reada- 
tioa  iaatnietiDg  ths  Conunittae  of  Waf a  aad 
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Itewn  to  iiiqmpe  into  the  tTg^i^neyof  ivqairin; 
the  BccretBTien  of  Stale.  Treasurjr,  War,  aod 
Navy^  to  lay  before  Congress  at  the  opeoiog  of 
every  session  a  iletaited  statement  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  mooeys  appropriated  to  the  contingent 
ezpeoies  of  their  departments.  He  would  briefly 
state  his  reasons  for  ofiferiag  this  motion.  The 
iBooey$  for  the  continj^eot  purposes  of  the  Go7- 
eroment  were  the  only  description  of  expenditures 
wbich  were  not  controlled  by  the  House.  Over 
erery  other  braoch  of  expenditure  the  House  ex- 
ercised a  control  by  specify  iog  with  definite  clear- 
aesa  tb^  respective  objects  of  expenditure  when 
as  af^tropriatioo  waa  BMtde.  But  the  mooeys  ap- 
pDOffiaicd  lor  coaiiAgtot  porpoaaa,  were  left  ex- 
oliiM rdy  to  the  iliacieiiOD  of  tbe  difieraot  officers 
p$tMmg  over  tlie  aev«ral  departmeats,  in  wbich 
lliey  were  alooe  governed  by  tueir  own  will  anil 
jiMlgme«t.  Tbe  ocly  check  which  could  be  ex- 
ercjaed  over  this  description  of  expenditures  was 
to  require  a  detailed  statement  of  disbursements. 
It  woold  be  recollected  that  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  bome  time  since  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  several  oflScers  of  the  Government, 
and  that  they  made  a  detailed  report  to  the  Huu>«e. 
About  that  time,  it  had  been  contemplated  totalce 
tbe  step  which  he  now  suggested,  but  for  some 
reasons  it  had  never  been  taken.  Mr.  Early 
said  he  by  no  means  wished  to  be  understood  as 
entertaioiog  the  idea  that  the  discretion  with 
which  the  beads  of  department  were  clothed  had 
been  abused.  He  knew  of  no  facts  to  justify  such 
ao  opinion.  It  was  on  the  groond  of  principle 
only  that  he  oQered  this  reaoloiion.  Through  the 
foar  greai  depai tmeota  which  be  had  meouooed, 
ptaaed  aiBa^eatbs  of  the  whole  aioney  approp#ia- 
Ui  l^f  CoBgreta;  aad  on  iookiof  at  the  siatcmeot 
eoofaSaed  ta  the  estimalea  of  the  Seofelary  of  the 
Treaaury,  be  foaod  tbac  more  thaa  oae  fourth  of 
tlie  whole  amoQiit  of  money  estimated  as  neeet- 
lary  lor  the  several  departments,  was  for  eootki- 
gevi  povpoaes.  By  tbat  statement  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
Slate  were  9^^000,  o(  wbich  f  14,400,  were  for 
eootittgeet  perposes.  Under  the  bead  of  foreign 
intercovrse  91^.500,  were  estimated  as  necessary ; 
of  wbieli  9^,000,  were  for  contingent  porpo^s. 
The  e^ticDares  for  the  Trea5ury  Department  were 
972,100,  of  which  12,100  were  for  contingent  pur- 
poses. The  estimates  for  the  War  Department 
were  $29,400,  of  which  2,000.  were  for  contingent 
purposes.  Tlie  estimates  f«r  the  Military  Esiab- 
lishmcxit  were  $900,500,  of  which  18,000  were 
for  contingent  purposes.  The  estimates  for  the 
Navy  Department  were  $21^100,  of  which  2,700 
were  for  contingent  purposes.  The  estimates  fur 
the  Naval  E^tahlinhtnent  were  $867, 800,  of  which 
S411.900,  were  for  contingent  purpoe&es.  Mr. 
£ably  said  he  presumed  thu  view  of  the  subject 
would  justify  biiu  in  the  eyea  of  the  members  of 
the  Hoo«e  in  offering  tlie  resolution.  The  reso 
lucioo  was  atrreed  lo^  as  follows: 
'  Retoimtd,  That  tha  Gommittee  of  Ways  and  Meant 
ha  inatmelad  to  inqiu»B  into  ihanapediency  of  making 
ytommotk  by  kw^  for  re4«»ing  Ike  8«cr«tary  of  State, 
tkfr  gerrainy  of  tbe  Tseaaary*  Ike  tteoMlary  of  Wa% 
9lh  Con.— 12 


and  tlM  Seereiaiy  of  t^  Navy,  to  Iqr'balbte  Congreat 
annuaUy  a  detailed  aoooant  of  tha  expendttare  <^  the 
ftiad  appropriated  for  the  ooottngeni  axpeasea  af  tlMir 
Btveral  Departments,  reapaoiivaly. 

POTOMAC  RIVER. 

Mr.  PttiLip  R.  Thompson,  from  the  comtniuee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  sundry^ 
iobabiiaota  of  the  county  of  Alezaodria,  in  the 
District  of  .Columbia;  the  petition  of  sundry  citi* 
zona  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Columbia  9  the  aaeaaorial  of  snndry  inhabU 
tants  of  Qeorgetown^  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ( 
the  roemoriat  of  sondrf  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Wa?»hingtoo,  residing  on  the  wei»t  side  of  Tfber 
creek;  and  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Ness, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  petitions  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  town  an4 
county  of  Alexandria^  and  of  the  citizens  resident  in 
the  Territory  of  Columbia,  state :  That  an  easy  inter- 
course between  the  town  of  Alexandria  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  which  is  at  present  prevented  by  the 
intervention  of  the  river  Potomac*  is  extremely  desir* 
able ;  that  this  intercourse  is  especially  interrupted  a( 
that  season  of  the  year  when  the  river  is  otMtructed  by 
ice  ;  that  a  bridge  from  Maryland  Avenue  to  Alexan- 
der's  island  wouiil  facilitate  the  communication,  shorten 
the  route  of  the  mail  at  least  six  miles,  and  be  gener- 
ally beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that 
they  are  persuaded  the  bridge  contemplated  by  their 
petitions  will,  at  some  period,  be  carried  into  eflect,  and 
they  view  the  present  time  as  the  most  fiivorable,  both 
in  relation  to  their  own  and  the  general  convenience, 
and  the  interests  of  those  who  may  be  affected  by  the 
measure ;  and  that^  if  the  scheme  shall  be  authorized 
bv  Congress,  it  will  speedily  be  carried  into  e^ct 
They  pray  that  a  law  may  pass  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  from  the 
City  of  Washington  to  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in 
some  convenient  situation,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  the  Legislature  may  deem  expedient. 

In  oppomtion  to  these  petitions,  the  committee  hav^ 
relerred  to  them  the  memorial  of  the  proprietors  and  In^ 
habitants  of  Georgetown,  which  states  that  Oeoigetowil 
was  laid  oat  under  the  sanction  of  law,  previous  to  the 
RevolatkMt;  that  it  was  engaged  in  foreign  eommerCe 
before  the  seat  of  Oovemment  waa  contemplated  to  be 
on  the  Potomac;  tliat,  being  at  the  head  of  ^de^ 
water  navigation,  the  proprietors  most  bore  made  pur* 
chases  and  improveaients  vrith  a  view  to  foreign  eom- 
mc/roe^  or  some  of  the  trade  dependent  on  it,  in  llid 
confident  expectation  that  the  river  would  remain  free 
and  unobstructed  by  artificial  causes;  partieulariy 
w4Mn  ihey  saw  Maryland  and  Yirgtnia  make  a  solemn 
compact,  whereby  the  river  Potomac  is  dedared  a 
oommon  highway  for  the  porpoBO  of  na^rigation  and 
oommeroe,  lite  navigation  whereof  is  not  to  be  injured 
or  obstructed.  They  coaaider  that  their  natural  md 
political  rights  will  be  infringed  on  by  the  adoptioai 
of  this  measure,  aa  tha  navigation  of  tha  river  will  be 
injured  or  obsumcted  thereby ;  that  from  the  meeting 
of  the  stream  and  tide  watoiv  at  the  place  wheri 
the  bridge  ia  oentemplated,  a  toadenof  will  bis  prodn* 
ced  in  the  impeded  stream  water  to  deposit  the  earthy 
particles  with  whkk  it  ia  charged  in  times  of  fteeh* 
eta,  by  which  they  apprshend  the  entire  main  and 
deepchaiMMl  may  be  divided  into  many  amaU  and  nar- 
row passages,  to  the  great  i^jaiy  of  the  navigation. 

There  is,  likewiae,  lefosfed  to  yoor  oemaiittee  tfip 
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memorial  of  Ibe  inbabiUnto  of  the  Citj  of  Washington, 
vesiding  on  the  west  aide  of  Tiber  creek ;  which  states, 
thai  the  memorialists  have  acquired  property  on  the 
west  side  of  Tiber  creek,  in  the  C.ty  of  Washington,  in 
confidence  thit  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  would 
not  be  destroyed  by  artificial  means ;  that  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  at  the  place  contemplated  would  probably 
greatly  injure  the  navigation  above  it,  and  impair  the 
value  of  the  property  of  the  memorialists ;  that  the  pro- 
ject of  a  bridge  across  the  river  ii  unjust,  as  no  place 
should  calculate  on  being  favored  with  artificial  advan- 
tages which  cannot  be  afibrded  without  depriving  other 
places  of  their  natural  advantages. 

They  also  find  among  the  docaments  referred  to 
them  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Ness,  in  opposition 
to  the  first-mentioned  petitions,  on  the  ground  of  the 
measure  therein  proposed  being  (if  carried  into  effect) 
im  injurious  infraction  of  the  private  rights  of  most  of 
those,  both  within  the  city  and  Georgetown,  and  on  the 
opposite  shore,  who  are  interested  above  the  proposed 
aite  of  the  intended  bridge. 

The  contrsricty  of  sentiment  and  of  interest  which 
eiists  in  the  Territory  of  Columbia  on  the  subject  of 
the  proposition  contained  in  the  pet'tions,  praying  that 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  may  be  au- 
thorized by  law,  has  induced  your  committee  deliber- 
ately to  examine  the  ground  on  whirh  the  pretensions 
of  the  petitioners  in  fkvor  of  the  bridge  are  founded, 
and  the  reasons  advanced  by  the  memoriallBts  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure. 

Two  inquiries  present  themselves,  on  the  decision  of 
which  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  proposition  en- 
tirely depends ; 

1st.  Whether  Congress  have  a  right  to  pass  a  law, 
by  which  the  object  contemplated  by  the  petitioners  can 
be  effected  1     And 

2d.  If  that  right  exists,  whether  the  benefit  to  the 
District,  and  the  community  in  general,  will  be  so  great 
as  to  counterbalance  the  injury  which  individuals  may 
eventually  sustain  from  authorizing  the  measure? 

In  investigating  the  first  point,  it  became  necessary 
to  advert  to  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  passed 
Ibo  3d  of  January,  1786,  and  the  act  of  the  AMembly 
of  Maryland,  passed  the  12th  of  March,  in  the  same 
year,  confirming  a  compact  previously  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  States;  from  which  it  appears  that, 
among  other  stipulations  entered  into  between  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  by  their  Commission- 
en  appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  is  agreed,  **  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State,  respectively,  shall  have  full  |ut>p- 
erty  in  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  river  adjoining  the 
lands,  with  all  the.  emoluments  and  advantages  there- 
unto belonging,  and  the  privilege  of  making  wharves 
and  other  improvements,  so  as  not  to  obstruct  or  injure 
the  navigation  of  the  river.*' 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  the  sub- 
sequent cession  made  by  the  two  contracting  parties  of 
ten  miles  square,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  wit :  by  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  passed  the 
8d  daj  of  December,  1791,  and  by  an  act  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland,  passed  the  19th  day  of  the  same 
month,  in  any  degree  impairs  the  compact  previously 
■mde  by  the  two  contracting  States ;  bat  that  the  Uni- 
tsd  States  received  the  territory,  sttb)ect  to  the  condi- 
tions prtvioosly  imposed  by  the  former  possessors. 

Under  this  impression,  your  committee  considered  it 
a  matter  of  the  first  impoitanoe,  in  the  decisien  of  this 
fiMstion,  to  iaqiiire  whethef  the  lact  aaanmad  by  the 


counteril»etttioneTs»  that  the  erection  of  a  bridfo  will 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  river  above  it  is  fimndod 
in  truth  1  In  examining  this  part  of  the  aubject,  yotff 
committee  could  avail  tlM^mseUes  of  no  other  evidenos 
than  such  as  is  drawn  from  analogy. 

It  appeared  to  them,  that  the  erection  of  piers  in  the 
river  at  the  place  contemplated  for  the  site  of  the 
bridge,  fiur  fi-om  having  the  effect  of  occasioning  a  de- 
position of  earthy  matter,  and  filling  the  channel,  would 
rstber  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  channel  open,  bj 
the  increased  velocity  of  the  water  passing  down  the 
main  diannel  of  the  river,  between  the  two  piers  which 
it  seemed  practicable  to  erect  on  each  side  of  it.  It 
likewise  appeared  to  them,  if  the  erection  t>f  the  eaMo- 
way  from  Mason*s  islsnd,  opposite  Oeorgetown*  to  the 
Virginia  shore,  would  produce  the  efibct  expected  from 
it,  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  OMansof 
throwing  the  whole  body  of  the  water  of  the  rtw  mto 
a  narrower  compass,  increasing  aU  velocity,  and  therebj 
sweeping  out  a  deeper  channel,  the  aame  reaolt  mig& 
reasonably  be  expected  from  throwing  a  greater  qiiaa- 
tum  and  force  of  water  into  the  main  channel  of  the 
river,  between  the  two  piers  which  would  support  the 
bridge  across  the  channel. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land passed  a  law,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1791,  pre- 
vious to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  over  the  territo- 
ry by  the  United  Sutes,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown.  As  the  river  Potomac 
is  navigable  above  the  town  of  Georgetown,  your  com- 
mittee consider  the  passage  of  that  law  as  expressive 
of  an  opinion,  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  that  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide-water  is  not 
such  an  obstruction  or  injury  as  is  prohibited  by  the 
u-ticles  of  compact  between  the  two  States.  And  as 
that  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  between  Mason's  island 
and  the  Virginia  shore  was  navigable  previous  to  the 
building  of  the  causeway  across  that  branch  of  ths 
river,  your  committee  have  considered  the  law  paased 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  aothorixing  the  eractioa 
of  that  causeway,  as  declarstory  of  the  right  of  the  I«o- 
gislature  of  the  United  States,  (notwithstanding  the 
compact  between  Virginia  and  Maryland,)  to  ocdade, 
in  a  degree,  the  navigation  of  the  river  within  thsir 
jurisdiction. 

If  a  bridge  can  be  erected  with  such  a  dcaw  as  wiU 
admit  the  free  passage  of  vessels  of  any  burden  for 
which  there  is  depth  of  water  in  the  channel,  yoiu 
committee  do  not  consider  the  pass'uaif  a  law  toanthor- 
ize  such  a  bridge,  under  proper  restrictions,  as  any  vio- 
lation of  the  compact  before-mentioned  ;  and,  from  the 
best  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  this 
point,  it  seems  very  practicable  to  erect  a  bridge  across 
the  river  Potomac,  with  a  draw  which  will  permit  the 
passage  of  such  vessels  without  much  detention. 

On  the  second  point,  whether  the  l»enefit  to  the  puh- 
lic  would  be  so  great  as  to  counterbalance  the  incouTe- 
nience  which  might  eventually  result  to  individuals 
from  authorizing  this  measure,  your  committee  have 
bad  less  difficulty  in  forming  their  opinion.  Prom  a  sur- 
vey, said  to  be  an  accurate  one,  with  which  the  committee 
have  been  furnished,  it  appears  that  the  distance  froa 
Alexandria  to  Georgetown,  (including  the  rirer,)  by  the 
present  route,  is  eight  miles  and  My  poles ;  and  from 
the  ferry  at  Georgetown  to  the  Ca|ii  ol\  three  miles  and 
a  quarter;  making,  in  tbe  whole,  eleven  milee  thfee- 
ei^hths  and  fifteen  poles.  From  AlexandHa  to  the 
Capitol,  by  the  intended  bridge,  aiz  miles  and  a  half 
aad  nine  poles,  being  leas  than  the  road  at  iwessBt 
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naolta  Ihat  that  difltanca  will  be  saved  to  those  having 
commoDMSiion  between  Alexandria  and  that  pari  of 
the  citj  ijing  in  the  vicinity  of,  and  below  the  Capitol, 
and  to  peisona  travelling  from  north  to  south,  and  e 


The  casaaltiee,  the  delays,  and  the  dangers  to  which 
the  isads  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  persons  hav- 
ing ooeasioa  to  pass  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the 
M^  are  subjected  from  the  Occurrence  of  storms,  and 
iis  formation  of  ice  on  the  river  in  Winter,  (both  whi.h 
•eeasionally  render  the  Potomac  impassable,)  are  cogent 
dfmmstancea  in  fiiTorof  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  erac^on  of  a  bridge. 

Your  eooiBittee  are  nolfiiniiabed  with  data  whereon 
t»  fara  an  aocQiate  opinion  of  the  actual  saving  of  die* 
tama  which  will  take  place  (tn  case  of  the  erection  of 
a  hnAg9)  in  the  transportallon  of  the  naHsaf  the  Uni- 
ted Htataa  Thia,  however,  from  the  &et8  just  stated, 
mntd  ho  eanaiderable ;  and  the  diminutiDn  of  expense 
4  wiU  k^  proportionate  to  the  diminution  of  diataooe. 

On  the  whole,  your  ^committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  public  interests  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  the 
erpction  of  a  bridge  across  the  river  Potomac,  at  or  near 
the  terminati'^n  of  the  Maryland  Avenue,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  to  the  county  of  Alexandria  on  the  op- 
posite side ;  and,  in  cooibrmtty  with  that  opinion,  re- 
comm<*nd  the  following  resolution  : 

Resohedi  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  in  favor 
of  the  eret'tion  o(  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Thursday  next. 

liATHANIBL  GOODWIN  AND  OTHERS. 
Mr.  CROWNiiieHteLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Maiioraeiare^  to  whom  wfis  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Nathaniel  G»odwin  and 
Ofbera,  manuf^ctunrs  of  iron  hollow  ware,  in  the 
Simte  of  M asaacha:»6tt8,  mad«  the  fuHowiag  re- 
port: 

The  petitioners  atate  that  they  are  engaged  in  the 
BMaafmctore  of  iron  hollow  ware,  and  as  the  United 
8lateo  are  amply  furnished  with  the  materials,  and 
blast  fomaces,  tat  supply  their  inhibitants  with  that  arti- 
da,  ttoa?  peaj  that  an  additional  doty  may  be  imposed 
upon  all  nwa  hoUow  ware,  impcnrted  liao  ibretgn  ooub' 

Tlw  «^nantCtaa  find  that,  under  existing  laws,  this 
artisfe  ia  aobieet  to  a  doty  of  se^nleeo  and  a  half  per 
ernt.  ad  valoiam*  on  importation  into  the  United  States 
in  Amencan  Teasels;  and  if  imported  in  vessels  not  of 
the  United  States,  it  ia  chaiged  with  the  additional 
datj  often  per  cent,  on  the  duty;  making  the  duty,  in 
this  case,  amount  to  nineteen  and  one  quarter  per  oent 
on  the  ia  voice  value. 

There  are  no  documents  within  the  reach  of  the 
committee  that  show  the  quantity  of  iron  ware  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  any  one  year ;  goods, 
warea,  and  merchandise,  paying  the  ad  valorem  doty, 
not  being  parttculariy  designated  in  the  returns  from 
the  collectors  of  the  customs ;  but  it  is  believed  the 
qaantiiy  and  value  have  not  been  very  considerable  for 
sooia  jeaiv  past.  It  cannot  be  doubled  that  the  United 
Ktatea  afe  in  poseeosioo  of  the  material  for  making  iron 
hoUofr  wmre.  The  native  ore  is  in  abundance  in  many 
parte  af  the  eoaatry,  and  already  fhmacea  have  been 
itaMiAial,  wUch  bid  iair  to  furnish  the  fuUeat  supply 
«f  thai  aatiela.    The  piatacting  duty  imjpoaad  on  the 


fdraign  iion  ware,  holds  out  to  the  ikdlul  manmliinttrBr 
every  eneouragemeat  he  can  reasonably  aak  for.  If 
thia  duty  was  deemed  too  moderate,  and  not  suAcienU 
ly  high  to  give  a  preference  to  the  domestic  nianufhOi> 
ture,  the  committee  would  deem  themselves  authorised 
to  |xropose  a  further  augmentation.  The  article  being 
not  only  bulky,  but  of  considerable  weight,  must  be 
subject  to  a  high  freight  in  proportion  to  its  prime  cost; 
if  to  this  is  added  the  commissions  for  purchase  in  Eu- 
rope, the  insurance,  and  other  shipping  charges,  with 
the  duties  payable  on  its  importation  here,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  foreign  article  comes  burdened  suffi- 
ciently to  give  a  decided  advantage  to  the  American 
manufacturer.  Surely  the  petitioners  do  not  wish  to 
claim  a  monopoly.  A  preference  they  ought  to  have» 
and,  so  fWr  as  encouragement  has  been  given  to  Ameri- 
can roannlacturea  generally,  the  article  in  question  ia 
charged  with  the  highest  rate  of  dotiea,  with  a  very 
few  exceptions. 

If  Congress  had  determined  to  impose  higher  dutiea 
on  imports,  with  a  view  of  raising  additional  revenue^ 
or  to  countervail  the  extraordinary  impositiona  of  other 
oountriea,  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  single  out  such 
articles  as  could  be  readily  manufactured  in  the  United 
States ;  and  by  making  a  just  discrimination,  all  might 
derive  a  benefit,  and  none  be  injured ;  but  as  the  House 
have  only  authorized  the  committee  to  report  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  petition,  and  as  they  are  satisfied 
that  the  petitioners  may  receive  a  preference  in  the 
market  for  their  manufacture,  so  far  as  cheapness  and 
ihe  quality  of  the  article  will  give  it  to  them,  when 
put  in  competition  with  the  foreign  article,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  it  If  at  this  time  inexpedient  to  augment 
the  duty  on  iron  hollow  ware  imported  into  the  Untted 
States.  And  the  committee  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  fur  impoe* 
ia^  a  tax  often  dollars  upon  erery  slave  imported 
into  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  Ci^RK  $aid  it  was  es^iealially  necessary  to 
the  paM«age  of  a  law  oa  thia  subject  that  tha 
am«^odment  should  prevail.  The  original  resolo- 
tioB  contempliited  a  certain  description  of  persona 
as  slaves ;  the  object  of  the  amendment  was*  to  ex^ 
tend  it  to  all  persons  imported  into  the  United 
Sratej«.  Suppose  a  cirgo  of  slaves  shoaid  arrive. 
Will  thf'y  be  entered  at  the  custom-house  as  slaves? 
N«>.  Tney  will  be  recognised' as  a  different  de- 
scription of  person^  and  by  that  means  the  paf- 
ment  of  the  tax  will  ha  evaded,  and  the  law  bava 
BO  possible  effect. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  on  openiag  the  basiuess  it  had 
not  been  his  inteniicm  to  take  an  active  part  in  t^ia 
debate ;  but  us  he  had  been  called  on,  particularlr 
by  thegeotleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana.) 
he  would  say  a  few  words  in  reply.  In  the  first 
place,  he  must  be  permitted  to^ay  that  he  did  not 
consider  that  gentleman  sertfHi« — he  only  consid« 
ered  him  as  making  a  display  of  that  agreeabia 
vein  of  fan^^y  and  genius  which  he  bad  so  oftea 
before  manifested.  If  he  ware  oblfffed  tocoasider 
him  as  serious,  he  would  in  return  beg  perminiioa 
to  ask  him  a  serious  question,  what  are  his  viewa 
ia  tbe  amcBiloient  ke  baa  oflbredl    An  thejr,  m4 
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Mr.  Slo^n>  in  order  to  prevent  th«  emigMtion  of 
the  subjects  of  (h«t  tyranDtc  a«tioD  firora  which 
hit  predecessors  as  well  as  miDe.  came  to  thi-t  wiN 
derness — choosing  rarher  to  risk  the  dangers  of 
the  ocean,  of  famrne  and  of  eYery  other  species  of 
hardshtpsthan  live  longer  under  that  tyrannic  gov- 
ernment ?  Is  he  afraid  then  emigration  will  crowd 
our  population,  or  disturb  the  steady  habits  of  bis 
people?  If  that  is  the  case  I  will  ease  bis  fears  by 
fctaung  to  him  that  I  last  year  paid  a  visit  to  the 
country  west  of  the  mountains,  and  there  beheM 
the  countless  millions  of  acres  reserved  for  the  ac- 
cpmmodauQU  of  poor  emigrants*  This  great  iracl 
of  country  is  probably  reserved  by  the  Great  Author 
of  Nature  as  the  happy  asylum  for  the  oppresiaed 
subjects  of  the  despodsmsof  Europe— raioerihaB 
UiK  them  let  u>  teeeive  them  with  open  arms,  re- 
membering that  our  ancestors  were  oace  like  them, 
•iraneers  in  a  atrange  hmd,  and  let  us  give  them 
a  wekome  reception,  into  this  land  overflowing 
with  milk  and  honey. 

Mr.  Dana.— Notwithstanding  my  great  desire 
to  gratify  the  gentleman,  from  New  Jersey,  to 
gratify  whom  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  yet 
ra  the  present  case,  with  the  best  disposition  in 
the  world.  I  cannot  do  it.    The  amendment  ap- 
pears to  nie  to  be  very  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  resolution  was  offered.    1  un- 
derstood it  as  a  proposition  of  revenue  relative  to 
the  importation  of  a  species  of  men  that  is  profit- 
able to  our  merchants.    I  thought  the  revenue 
would  be  extended  by  taking  in  the  consumption 
of  a  larger  class  of  men,  who  miffht,  therefore,  be 
very  fairly  taxed.    I  could  scarcely  have  expected 
that  the  gentleman  should  have  travelled  over  the 
mountains,  and  have  there  counted  the  countless 
millions  of  acres  spread  outatsa  beneficent  asylum 
for  poor  emigrants  from  Europe,  much  less  that 
hcjhould  have  so  eloquently  portrayed  the  oppress 
$wtk  of  fiiOghuBd  and  France,  and  biecded  the  num^ 
ber  of  persons  about  to  occupy  those  western  acres 
with  the  simple  question  of  revenue  now  before 
the  House.  Gentlemen  have  brought  this  forwat it 
«e  a  que^ioD  of  revenue.    May  we  not  be  permit- 
ted to  take  them  on  their  own  ground  ?    If,  instead 
of  revenue,  their  object  be  a  eoodemnation  of  the 
trade,  let  taem  come  out.    The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  with  his  knowledge,  cannot  be  so  ig- 
BoniDt  as  not  to  know  that  there  are  other  persons 
besides  slaves  brought  into  the  country,  who  are 
deemed  beaefieial  to  the  community ;  are  hardy 
and  industrious,  and  that  the  price  paid  for  their 
passage  affords  a  profit  to  our  merchants.  Whether 
this  description  of  imported  persons  is  so  bene- 
ficial as,  in  policy,  uot  to  be  taxed,  is  one  thing. 
By  omittingto  tax  them,  we  virtually  givea  bounty. 
They  tnay  not  be  so  valuable  to  the  State  as  to 
justify  an  exemption  from  all  taxation.    The  ob- 
jection of  gentlemen  to  the  amendment  takes  too 
gveata  sweep,  when  they  consider  it  as  applicable 
to  all  persoBs  coming  into  the  United  States.    It 
is  only  applicable  to  persons  imported ;  that  is,  to 

STsotts  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years.  [Mr. 
ANA  here  read  the  article  of  the  Cont<titotion  on 
thisanbject.]  Dogentlemen  think  the  emigration 
IM  importailioa  iMie  stated  ayuonyiivMM  terms? 


Persona  rmported  arenot  persons  fDlgmtlii|r.  If 
we  look  to  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  articte 
we  shall  have  the  |»olflt  elucidated.  "Wo  person 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  6ne  Stale  oiklerth*  laws 
thereof, eswapinginio  another,  shall  in  conseqtience 
of  any  law  or  regulation  then jn,  be  discharged 
from  such  service  or  labor."  Persons  imported, 
therefore,  are  those  only  whp  are  held  to  service 
by  some  person  holding  authority  over  them.  The 
designation,  iherefbre,appliefionly  to  those  whoare 
indented  servants  for  a  lime.  The  gentleman  caJls. 
upon  me  to  declare  my  motive  for  this  amendment. 
I  do  ntit,  however,  know  how  he  became aiuhorixad 
to  make  this  ifi<|«i#i«OB,  or  how  my  a»ativ«a  ean 
influence  the.  ooovictiiMia  of  tbi«  House.  If  tiie 
proposttionida  1^  one  Ahe motives  that  fmdmofA 
It  ought  to  base  no  weight. 

Mr.  AuBTOU  said  he  had  birtoHeor  tw»»«ark» 
to  make,  to  show  the  nece««ity  of  adopting  tte 
amendment.  There  was  a  deserintion  of  persons 
not  embraced  by  the  original  resoluiion,  which  it 
had  heretofore  been  thought  sound  policy  pariic- 
ularlv  to  ffuard  against— viz:  persons  of  colorfrom 
the  Wefet  Indies.  Under  the  resolution  they  mi^ht 
be  imported,  and  he  would  undertake  to  say,  that 
one  hundred  of  them  would  be  inore  injurious  than 
ten  thousand  persons  from  Africa.  This  was  one 
reason  which  induced  him  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment. Another  strong  reason  with  him  was  to 
make  it  strictly  conformable  to  the  Conslieution. 
Gentleman  vaunt  the  freedom  of  the  Consiitutioa 
from  the  word  slave,  and  yet  they  are  for  suining 
every  page  of  tire  statute  book  with  it. 

Mr.  Si/)AN,  in  reply  to  Mr*  Dai«a»  said,  that 
although  tbatgentlemao  would  net  give  hts  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  he  would  give  his  own 
8«ainst  it.  His  wish  was  to  cli»orimiBa*ebeiweea 
slaves  and  whites^  on  the  latter  of  whom  he  would 
rather  irive  a  bounty  than  impose  a  tax. 

Mr.  F18K  moved  to  amend. the  amendment  by 
adding,  after p^wonA,  "of  color." 

Mr.  Dana.— I  may  not  perhaps  agree  with  the 
laover  as  tothe  import  of  the  teem  whtek  he  proH 
poses  to  introduee  into  the  ameodmeftU  It  haa 
been  etated  bysomeatudeaUofnatuMkl  philosophy ^ 
that  neither  black  nor  white  is  a  color.  Theinie^ 
tion  of  the  honoraMe  ffenftieminimist  be,  that  the 
rewlutfon  should  neither  app^  to  yaels  B«r 
whites,  and  if  the  gentleman  knows  the  mettniii|^ 
of  the  term,  pferions  of  color,  he  mustlrtmw  that  it 
does  not  include  blacks, but  mulattoes,  ^ustees,  Ac. 
Mr.  F18K  withdrew  his  amendmciit. 
Mr.  Sloan  moved  to  add  to  slaves,  "and  persons 
of  color."  ,     ^  ^    .  -  . 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said  the  State  of  which 
he  was  in  pan  a  representative,  some  tinae  after  the 
taw  now  under  consideration  passed  10  a  nei|;h- 
boring  State,  came  to  a  resolution  for  amendioc 
the  Constitution,  to  give  Congress  the  power  4 
prohibiting  the  imporution  of  slaves  altogethefj 
which  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  the  aeveitl 
84ates,  many  of  whom  had  eoncotred  in  it^  or  id 
oae  similar  lo  it.  Thie showed  the  seMieof  thi 
Stales  as  to  this  wanl  of  all  traffics.  No  peiM 
could  more  re|r*€t  the  coedoet  of  dcttth  'Gat^ial 
than  he  m.   Pevhaps^eotttog  from  a*  a#foii^ 
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ftlaie,  bis  feetimrn  might  give  bim  different  in>- 
prewioos  from  that  which  they  ooght  to  do,  al- 
tbooprh  be  was  DOt  sensible  that  this  was  the  case. 
Bot  If  aivays  seemed  to  him  that  this  measure  was 
Bothio^more  nor  less  than  arraigning  the  conduct 
ofaSfie  Legislature,  a  Legislature  that  wasnearly 
«qiia//f  divided,  as  pointing  at  them  the  6nger  of 
iipro6atioQ  of  the  whole  nation.  If  xh^y  had 
siioed^  was  it  not  better  and  more  chrbtian-like 
ta/bigtve  them  ?  On  this  subject  he  never  had 
lac  one  opinioo,  and  that  was,  that  such  a  law 
•Qgkt  not  to  pass.  Should  it  pass,  it  might  per- 
haps preveet  the  importation  of  a  few  persons. 

The  Chairman  here  reminded  the  honorable 
Speaker  that  the  question  was  on  the  amendment 
mid  not  oo  the  resolution,  to  the  former  of  which 
the  debate  must  be  confined. 

Mr.  Macoh,  after  vindicating  himself  Oom  a 
Tiolation  of  order,  said  the  suhject  had  been  con- ' 
•idered  in  difierent  points  of  view  by  the  Ck^vera- 
ment.  Congress  had  heretofore  felt  a  difficulty  and 
delicacy  in  acting  upon  this  subject ;  so  also  had 
<ke  convention  that  formed  the  Constitution.  In 
Uyinff  oo  imported  goods  an  ad  valorem  duty,  no 
doty  had  been  laid  on  the  importation  of  slaves ; 
it  seemed  tbatoo  this  subject  Congress  and  all  the 
£xrciitjve  officers  thought  the  same  way.  Con- 
^reftvhad,  however,  pass^  anotherlaw,  prohibitiog 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  carrying 
oa  the  trade  from  one  port  to  another. 

There  was  another  question  which  he  believed 
bad  not  yet  been  settled,  with  regard  to  which  he 
did  not  profess  to  be  jurist  enough  to  decide  the 
•ITect  of  the  law.  If  we  lay  this  duty,  could  a  ves- 
sel flavin^  slaves  on  board  enter  tho  ports  of  a 
Stale  which  otherwise  she  would  be  prohibited 
ivoctteiiceriBg'?  Buppone  such  a  vessel  brought  ro 
tbe  pore  of  Wilmington^  in  North  Carolina,  which 
he  merely  mentioned  because  nearest  to  the  State 
of  Soatb  Carolfaa.  If,  in  consequence  of  this  tax, 
she  eould  be  entered  there,  it  would  be  a  stronger 
neaaott  a^inst  the  measure  than  had  been  Urged ; 
beeante  it  could  not  be  denied  that  there  are  some 
peonle  in  North  Carolina,  who,  if  these  persons 
coald  be  smuffeled  to,  would  purchase  them.  In 
Ibe  State  which  he  in  part  represented,  there 
was  a  portion  of  this  species  of  property.  No  one 
rrgretlffd  the  evil  more  than  he  did ;  but  what  to 
do  with  it  was  the  qnestion.  He  believed  that  it 
was  an  evil  for  which  the  wisest  man  in  the  nation 
eould  not  satisfy  himself  with  a  cure.  It  wan  an 
tril  wbfch  our  forefathers  bad  feir,  and  to  which 
we  murt  submit  until  an  adequate  core  was  found. 
It  was  evident  at  this  time,  that  the  sentiment,  he 
might  add,  the  passion  of  the  nation  was  against 
ii:  the  nation  had  set  their  faces  against  it;  he 
was  afraid  in  their  decision  the  House  would  be 
governed  by  this  passion.  If  their  only  object  were 
to  evinee  their  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
Soath  Carolina,  iustead  of  imposing  a  tax.  they 
noffsrhi  pass  a  resolution  eipressive  of  their  dissat- 
iafectioo,  or  propose  an  amendment  to  Che  Cun- 
atitntioB. 

Tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  SLOAif,  which  was  loxt^yeas  1^4. 

Mr.  Nat.8oir  said  he  hoped  the  amo^daaeBt  of 


the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  would  not  be 
adopted;  in  verity,  be  could  not  see  any  good 
reason  for  it ;  as  the  object  of  the  amendment 
was  entirely  different  from  the  object  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  which  was  merely  to  imposes  tax 
on  the  iraporiation  of  slaves.  With  the  horrorablh 
Speaker  he  concurred  in  regretting  that  thtssubject 
had  been  agitated;  but  as  it  had  been  brought 
forward,  hesbould  vote  for  the  resolution,  provided 
it  were  unamended.  If  the  amendment  were 
adopted,  he  should  vote  against  it. 

What  do  gentlemen  who  ur^e  tbe  amendment 
want?  Are  they  about  to  exclude  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  emigration  of  thoseunibrtunatemea 
who,  fVom  poverty  or  distress,  are  unable  to  pay 
their  passage  across  the  Atlantic  ?  Will  they  add 
to thetr  misfortunes  by  burdening  them  with  a  new 
tax?  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  bad  heard  but  one 
remark  which  bore  the  semblance  of  argument, 
but  which  on  examination  would  be  found  not  to 
be  eorrect.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Albtow )  says,  in  the  Southern  States,  they 
are  apprehensive  of  the  admission  of  i^ersons  from 
the  West  Indies,  and  that  this  resolution  does  ndt 
inhibit  their  introduction.  Bot  if  they  really  ap- 
prehend danger  from  this  quarter,  may  they  not 
avert  it  by  nrohibitingthe  importation  themsefvee? 
U  not  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  every  other 
Statecoropetenttothisact?  Then  what  occasion 
is  there  for  the  amendment?  The  original  reso- 
lution stands  as  it  should  do — all  the  arguments 
urged  go  to  the  main  question.  Nor  are  we,  said 
Mr.  N.,  as  gentlemen  allege,  pointing  the  fiager 
of  scorn  or  disapprobation  at  any  particular  Slate. 
Oo  the  contrary,  the  obj<H5t  is  general.  But,  say 
ffentlemen,  none  but  South  Carolina  admits  slaves; 
but  does  this  prove  that  no  other  State  mav  not,  or 
will  not  admit  them  ?  And  if  this  should  be  the 
ease,  would  not  this  tax  bring  us  a  considerable 
sum  ?  As  to  revenue,  it  is  true,  it  is  no  great  ob- 
ject ;  though  I  recollect  to  have  heard  a  Scotchman 
say.  many  mickles  make  a  muckle.  I  am  for  the 
resoluti  on, becaasel  think  the  people  of  thi!«  country 
should  hold  up  their  hands  in  disapprobation  of 
the  conduct  of  South  Carolina— 1  am  against  the 
amendment,  because  it  would  orient  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  useful  and  oppressed  class  of  men,  and 
thereby  operate  cruelly  towards  them. 

Mr.  SouTBARD  said,  the  object  of  the  rCfWlutioH 
was  to  lay  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  on  slaves  imporved 
into  the  united  Slates.  The  amendment  did  not 
correspond  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution ;  for 
it  would  not  be  contended  that  tbe  convention  ever 
meant  to  place  free  white  persons  wishing  to  em- 
igrate to  the  United  States  under  the  same  embar* 
rassmeat  as  slaves.  The  importation  of  the  latter 
had  been  considered  as  a  great  injury]  but  he 
would  ask  if  the  emigration  of  oppressed  Bruro- 
peans  wasan  injury?  We  have  only  to  look  over 
the  United  Slates  tosee  the  large  number,  as  well 
as  the  respectability  of  those  who  have  been  obfiged 
to  pay  their  passage  by  binding  themselves  ooi  tor 
a  term  of  years.  It  was  only  necessary  forigea- 
tlemen  to  view  this  subject  dispassionately  (or  a 
moment,  to  reject  the  amendment.  He  would  aak, 
if  the  amendment  oarried|  whether  one  laemtar 
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woaiii  vot  for  the  resolutron  ?  He  bf  Iteved  nut, 
•8  i(  would  be  a  greater  evil  to  prevent  ihe  emi- 
gration ot  whites  than  the  importation  of  slaves ; 
as  the  importation  of  the  latter  would  he  limited 
to  the  year  1808  when  he  had  do  doubt  it  would 
be  prohibited  by  the  unanimous  vole  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Dana. — if  I  underaiaitd  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jerstey  right,  be  imagines  the  amendment  is 
not  in  compltance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, inasmuch  as  be  is  of  opinion  that  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article  ought  tu  be  restricted  in 
fair  meaning  to  hlaves.  It  is  in  the  following 
wordtf.  [Mr.  Dana  here  retd  the  section.}  It  is 
said  he,  indeed  difficult  for  me  to  understand,  how 
an  amendment  in  the  Tery  words  of  the  Coosti- 
toiioD,  without  the  change  of  a  single  term,  can 
violate  its  s|)irit.  Because  the  same  wc>rd»  are 
used,  is  it  to  be  inferred  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution?  I  am  sensible  the  amend- 
ment changes  the  completion  of  ihe  re!<oluiioii ; 
bot.while  it  embraces  others,  it  includes  likewise 
those  persons  in  the  re^olution.  Perhaps  it  may 
include  some  persons.who  ought  to  be  excluded  ; 
but  it  should  be  observed  that  this  is  only  a  reso- 
lution for  settling  the  principle,  and  that  the  sub- 
ordiaate  details  may  fc»e  settled  in  a  bill.  (Gentle- 
men will  not  contend  that  the  importation  of  all 
descriptions  of  white  persons  is  beneficial.  I  re- 
collect one  Stale  into  which  a  cargo  of  convicts 
was  iiQ|K)rted,  which  a  law  was  passed  to  prohibit. 
The  amendment  then  merely  involves  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  resolution  shall  be  confined  to 
•laves,  or  be  extended  to  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dana's 
amend«uent  to  substitute  persons  in  the  room  of 
slaveH,andpa>8ed  in  the  negative,  only  32  members 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Early. — I  wish  for  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  while  I  submit  a  very  few  observa- 
tions on  the  resolution  under  consi aeration,  which 
are  intended  to  go  to  a  single  point  which  has 
been  but  slightly  noticed  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
but  which  may  be  placed  in  some  points  of  view 
that  are  important*  I  mean  to  con>ider  the  sub- 
ject as  a  matter  of  feeling,  in  relation  to  the  State 
on  which  it  is  about  to  bear.  To  her  it  is  not 
iinim|>ortant.  Theobjeotofthe  resolution  certain- 
ly is  either  to  point  the  disapprobation  of  this  na- 
tion at  the  practice  in  question,  or  to  raise  a  reve- 
liite  from  that  practice.  It  is  either  one.  or  an 
union  of  both  these  ends.  If  the  object  be  to  point 
the  disapprobation  of  the  nauon  against  South 
Carolina,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  pauhe  and  reflect 
on  the  consequences  of  such  a  polio.y  •  and  I  beg 
all  to  recollect  that  they  are  interested  as  well 
-as  South  Carolina  with  regard  to  such  policy. 
Those  who  regard  either  the  feelings  of  one  State, 
or  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  whole  nation, 
will  do  well  to  reflect  before  they  adopt  a  policy 
botiomed  on  such  a  principle. 

As  it  may  be,  that  the  measure  is  entertained  as 
msoureeof  revenue,  if  this  is  the  object,  I  will  ask 
«De  question.  Is  the  price  they  are  to  get  wonh 
the  evil  they  create  ?  Is  the  |>etiy  sum  of  $10,000 
or  $50,000  of  NO  much  moment.  Is  it  a  sufficient 
•l^i  to  this  Quverameat  tu  induce  them  ta  adopt 


a  measure,  which  will  irrtta^eand  wound  ihe  feel- 
ings of  a  respectable  member  of  the  Conffderacy  ? 
Forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  a  petty  sum  to 
this  Government ;  but  it  is  not  so  to  a  State  ;  it  is 
not  80  to  South  Carolina.  Let  genilemen;  if  thef 
please,  attempt  to  get  round  the  question,  by  saying 
that  this  resolution  is  not  excluHvely  confined  to 
South  Carolina — the  evasion  im  unworthy  of  them. 
The  whole  nation  knows.  South  Carolina  knows, 
and  we  know,  what  is  iiiiended  by  t ;  and  ii  is 
the  same  a&  if  SouthCaiolina  was  on  the  face  of  it. 
The  sum.  though  trifling  to  the  United  Sutes,  is 
not  so  to  Sooth  Carolina.  The  revenue  intended 
by  this  resolution  to  be  drawn  from  South  Caro- 
lina, will  equal,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  whole 
ex|»ense  of  her  government.  What,  then,  will 
be  the  situation  of  the  people  of  that  State,  in 
case  this  resolution  is  adopted?  It  will  be  the 
situation  of  a  iieople  who  pay  a  double  tax.  They 
will  pay  a  tax  for  the  support  of  their  own  Qov- 
ernroent;  revenue  will  be  drawn  from  them  for 
national  purposes,  as  from  the  other  parts  of  the 
Union ;  and  they  will  be  burdened  with  an  ad- 
ditional tax,  eqUal  to  the  whole  expense  of  their 
State  Government.  I  will  ask  now,  whether  the 
evils  attendinsr  such  an  imposition,  and  the  reflec- 
tions arising  from  it,  will  not  necessarily  irritate, 
wound,  and  oflend  the  feelings  of  the  peu|>le  of  that 
State?  Whet  her,  then,  we  consider  itasa  measure 
to  evince  the  disapprobation  of  the  nation,  or  as  a 
source  oi  revenue,  it  flows  from  a  policy  equally- 
questionable.  The  people,  sir.  of  South  CaroUtm 
cannot  avoid  the  reflection,  that  ihefinj^erol  Mora 
in  pointed  at  them ;  that  a  double  tax  is  imposiHi  oq 
them.  What  will  be  the  consequence ?  That 
which  every  ^ntleman  must  foresee.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  foresee  it.  because  it  is  a  natural  eoose- 
quence,8Uch  as  must  fulbw  whenever  thecomoMHi 
feelingsof human  natureareentertained.  Thecuo- 
sequence  will  be,  an  alienation  of  aiiachment  to 
and  respect  for  this  Government.  I  ask  g«»tle- 
men  to  put  the  question  home  to  themaplve«, 
whether  the  revenue  they  expeet  is  worth  the  sac- 
rifice? This  is  a  question  which  ought  never  to 
be  stirred  in  our  national  councils.  Thongh  older 
men  than  myself  might  better  tell  the  Committee 
than  I  can  do,  the  eflect  which  introducing  thi» 
subject  in  any  shape  invariably  has  had  on  the 
feelingsof  the  Government,  or  on  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  nation.  I  will  undertake  to  give  my 
opinion  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  alwavs  understood  that 
this  subject  was  found  mobt  difficult  to  be  adjusted 
in  the  Federal  Convention.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that,  when  brought  before  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  in  any  period  or  in  any  shnpe,a  fervor 
of  feelinff  and  warmth  of  sentiment  never  failed  to 
disturb  the  public  harmony.  Every  man  knowa 
the  eflect  of  the  first  application  to  Coagre>8  on 
this  subject,  by  a  man  at  the  head  of  a  noted  body 
of  men  in  Pennsylvania  or  Delaware,  of  the  natiie, 
I  believe,  of  Warner  Mifflin.  All  know  the  efl^u 
of  an  application  of  a  more  recent  date,  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  from  ^olue  friend- 
ly people  northwardly.  All  know  the  effects  of 
the  celebrated  resolution  laid  on  oar  table  the  last 
sessiuni  by  the  same  i^atleDian  who  has  (m^hat^ 
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QswiihibereHoluiion  under  eoQiiiileracioDf  to  ooake 
free  all  perBons  burn  of  a  mother  in  the  Territory 
of  Coluiobia,  after  a  certain  period.  All  will  re- 
collect the  height  to  which  the  feeliugs  of  men 
were  wrought  on  those  occasions.  It  is  berause 
the  agiiatiou  of  this  subject  always  had  and  al- 
ways will  have  the  same  eflect,  that  1  think  it 
ought  nerer  to  be  introduced  into  this  House. 

There  is  another  idea  on  this  subject,  of  no  small 
fBportance.  We  consianily  hear  from  different 
foarters  of  the  Union,  complaiut;^  relative  to  the 
Ouprotected  state  of  trade.  Memorials  to  this  ef- 
fect are  every  day  heaping  themselves  upon  us. 
1  submit  tben,  the  question,  whether  if  we  legalize 
this  trade,  so  far  as  the  imposition  of  tax  can  legal- 
ize it,  we  shall  out  become  l»ouud  to  protect  it  as 
completely  as  we  are  bound  to  protect  any  other 
jpecies  of  traffic?  And  whether  we  shall  not  re- 
ceive crowds  of  memorials  to  thiseff^  ct,  from  negro 
niercbanu?  1  believe  we  shall ;  and  if.  by  cul- 
lectiog  a  revenue,  we  legalize  the  traffic,  they  will 
bmve  tlie  same  rights  as  other  traders. 

1  have  another  objection.  I  consider  it  as  open- 
log  an  objectionable  source  of  revenue.  I  consid- 
er it  objectionable  to  draw  revenue  from  such  a 
traffic.  Are  we  not  told,  in  a  loud  tone,  that  it  in- 
volves a  violation  of  every  principle  of  moral  obli- 
gation ;  that  ic  is  a  crying  sin,  which  calls  for  the 
Teo/;:eance  of  Heaven  ?  Are  we  not  tuld«  on  thi« 
very  floor,  that  it  is  so  black  a  sin  as  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  expect  signal  vengeance?  Well, after 
th«9e  things  are  said  and  reiterated,  will  gentle- 
men contend  ibat  this  is  a  proper  source  of  reve- 
Duel  What !  Draw  resources  for  the  support  of 
a  great  State  from  acts  which  are  declared  to  be 
sins  against  Heaven  1  if  tbisbe  correct,  then  may 
we  go  on  with  this  as  a  precedent,  and  take  the 
wboie  cauiogue  of  crimes,  and  draw  revenue  from 
every  oath  that  is  broken,  and  every  felony  that 
is  perpetrated  !  Thus,  by  taxing  every  crime,  we 
shall  support  this  Quverument  by  the  commis>ion 
of  crimes.  lo  my  opinion,  the  adoption  of  a  law 
or  resolution  to  the  effect  of  that  on  your  table, 
will  fix  a  slain  on  the  records  of  this  House,  and 
OD  i-be  character  of  the  nation,  at  which  our  pos- 
ter! ty  will  blu!>b.  and  for  which  we.  in  our  mo- 
meou  of  cool  reflection,  will  have  ample  cause  to 
cooderon.  ott^^elves. 

There  are  other  points  which  might  be  noticed ; 
bat  as  they  are  such  as  already  have  been  dwelt  on, 
or  are  Cumiiar  lo  tlie  minds  ot  the  members,  I  will 
IK»I  detain  the  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  them, 
but  I  will  conclude  by  observing,  that  so  far  as  re- 
spects myself,  I  will  irive  this  resolution  a  more 
hearty  negative  that  I  have  ever  belore  given  in 
nv  life. 

XAt  the  request  of  Mr.  Smilib,  the  act  of  Con- 
grrete  passed  in  the  year  1800,  was  read  by  the 
Clcrk.l 

Mr.BBooM. — I  ai^ree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Oeorgia  in  expressing  the  wish  that  this  resolu- 
lioo  bad  never  been  brought  forward,  inasmuch 
as  f  wish  that  the  State  of  South  Carilina,  in  im- 
itation of  her  sister  States,  had  jiever  given  oc- 
cm>ion  for  it.  It  is  said  that  this  is  a  queMion 
which  has  always  produced  agitation  in  this 


House  whenever  it  came  before  it.  If  this  be  any 
argument  at  all,  it  is  in  favor  of  bringing  the  dis- 
cUKsion  to  a  close,  by  extingui^hilllr  the  cause 
which  produces  it;  for«  until  thisbhall  be  theca&e^ 
tbere  will  always  be  found  men  in  this  House  t€> 
(iffer  a  similar  resolution,  the  result  of  which  may 
be  a  like  asitatnin.  The  question  is  not  novr 
whether  this  resolution  shall  be  introduced,  but^ 
as  it  Ih  introduced,  whether  it  shall  not  be  put  to 
sleep  forever,  by  exercising  at  once  our  Constitu- 
tional powers^  It  is  contended  by  tt)e  gentlemaa 
from  ISorth  Carolina,  (.Mr.  Alston.)  that  this 
measure  is  not  Constitutional,  because  it  operates 
partially. 

Mr.  Alston  rose  to  explain.  If  he  had  said 
that  he  did  not  consider  the  resolution  as  Consti- 
tutional, he  had  expressed  what  he  did  not  mean 
to  say.  He  had  meant  to  say,  and  be  believed  he 
had  said,  it  would  operate  partially  and  unjustly* 

Mr.  Bboom.—I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has 
saved  the  time  of  the  House,  and  me  the  trouble^ 
of  c(»futing  the  argument  wnich  I  had  conceivecl 
him  to  have  urged.  But  as,  on  this  point,  much 
honest  fear  may  prevail,  I  mu>t  be  permitted  to 
premise,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's  conces- 
sion, that  this  resolution  is  strictly  Constitutional* 
The  spirit  of  .the  Constitution,  if  there  were  no 
express  provision,  would  embrace  the  power;  and 
one  of  the  first  laws  of  the  Government  would 
have  been  in  consonance  with  this  spirit,  to  pro- 
hibit a  trade  so  repugnant  to  the  uniform  tenor  of 
the  Consiituiion.  and  to  its  very  preumble.  The 
first  object  of  a  bod  v,  established  to  guarantee  the 
rights  of  a  free  people,  but  for  this  provision,  would 
have  been  at  least  a  prohibition  of  the  extensioa 
of  .slavery. 

But,  sa3r  gentlemeiL  there  is  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  declares  that  all  duties  shall  be  uni- 
form ;  and  because  this  tax  will  operate  on  South 
Carolina  alone,  it  is  unconstitutional.  I  do  not 
know,  however,  that  Congress  are  bound  to  say 
that  each  Stale  shall  pay  an  exact  proportion  of 
the  duties;  for.  in  so  extensive  an  union.'it  would 
be  impossible  tor  any  duty  to  be  laid  which  would 
afiect  equally  all  parts  of  it.  Do  you  impose  a 
duty  on  distilled  spirits,  you  raise  one  part  of  the 
Union  in  arms;  do  you  tax  the  fisheries, another 
part  of  the  Union  is  in  ferment;  and  so  with  re- 
spect to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  upon  other  articles 
consumed  uneoually  in  different  piarts  of  the  Union. 
No  tax  can,  from  the  natute  of  things,  operate 
equally  on  all  the  States.  By  uniformity,  can 
only  be  meant  an  uniform  operation  on  ail  ihe 
subjects  of  tax  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  they 
may  be  found.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that 
this  tax  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  has  the  very  unilbrmitv  required  by 
the  Constitution,  for  no  part  of  the  Union  will  be 
exempted  by  any  act  of  the  Union  from  its  opera- 
tion. There  can  be,  therefore,  no  objection  to  the 
resolution  on  this  ground.  But  we  have  not  to 
resort  to  general  principles  to- justify  a  tax  ex- 
pressly provided  for  by  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stituiion. 

**  The  migration  orimportation  of  such  personaas 
*  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
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'  to  admit.  t>lnill  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress 
'  prior  to  the  year  1808;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be 

*  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten 

*  dollars  for  each  person."  Here  there  is  an  ex- 
fiiress  provision  that  this  tax  may  be  imposed. 
Will  gentlemen  »»?  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Conrention  to  give  a  power  which  was  nevrr 
lo  be  carried  into  effect  ?  This  power  so  given 
Ymplied,  on  the  part  of  the  Union,  an  agreement 
to  limit  the  amount  of  the  tax.  and  on  the  part  of 
the  Slates  a  recognition  of  and  an  assent  to  it. 

It  is  said  this  measure  wilt  be  harsh,  oppressive, 
unjust.  Why  ?  Because  it  will  operate  on  South 
Carolina  atone.  But  I  will  ask,  if  such  be  the 
cbaracteristics  of  this  power,  how  this  clause  be- 
came ingrafted  on  the  Constitotion  ?  Was  there 
not  in  the  Convention,  on  this  subject,  conces- 
sion on  both  sides?  Did  not  ihe  Union  concede 
to  the  Southern  States,  that  prior  to  the  year 
1808,  there  should  be  no  prohibition  of  the  im- 
portation of  slaves?  But  did  not  the  States,  in- 
terested in  this  traffic, concede  to  the  United  States 
the  power  of  laying  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  npon  every 
imported  slave?  Qeotleroen  then  bind  us  to  our 
concession ;  thejr  say  it  is  harsh,  unjust ;  that  it 
tiends  to  wound,  irritate,  and  harrow  up  their  feel- 
inga.  If  this  logic  be  apj^lied  to  the  private  trana- 
aciions  of  life,  how  will  it  sound  ?  I  sell  a  man 
a  horse;  he  ukes  it,  and  I  call  upon  him  for  the 
price  he  promised  to  ^ive.  Instead  of  giving  me 
the  money,  he  says  it  is  hard  and  unjust,  and  that 
it  tends  to  wound,  irritate, and  harrow  up  his  feel- 
inffs  to  demand  it  of  him.  Why  did  South  Car- 
olina submit  to  the  Constitution,  and  thereby 
pledge  herself  to  pay  this  tax,  if  she  is  now  un- 
willing to  submit  to  it? 

The  gentleman  says  this  ought  to  be  considered 
«s  a  matter  of  feeling,  and  that  we  ousfht  not  thus 
to  point  the  finger  of  seorn  at  the  State  of  South 
Carolina.  What  is  this  but  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  traffic  is  improper,  and  that  the  finger  of 
toom  might  be  directed  to  it  ?  I  am  not  saying 
tliat  the  proeeedtogM  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina are  wrong ;  but,  if  they  be  wrong,  to  smother 
up  the  transaction  without  exercising  our  Consti- 
tutional power,  is  to  make  this  Government  a 
party  in  the  wrong.  I  do  not  wish  to  point  the 
finger  of  scorn  at  any  State,  hot  are  we  to  be  pre- 
vented, by  this  suggestion,  from  prohibiting,  as  far 
as  we  constitutionally  can,  a  trade  disapproved  of 
hy  the  general  voitje  of  the  country,  and  disap- 
proved of  bv  the  laws  of  every  Slate  in  the  Union 
except  one?  To  show  the  extreme  abhorrence 
of  Congress  againtt  the  .«>lave  trade^  we  have  but 
to  turn  to  the  law  passed  in  the  year  1794 ;  what 
does  it  say  ?  **  If  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States  shall,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
^aad  meaning  of  this  act,  take  on  board,  receive, 
'  or  transport  any  such  persons  as  above  desciibed 
^  in  this  act.  fur  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as 
^  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and 
^  pay,  for  each  an)  every  persoo  so  received  on 
^  board,  transported,  or  sold,  as  aforesaid,  two  hun- 

*  dred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  the 
'  UDiied  States  proper  to  try  the  same;  the  first 
'  iDgftcty  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 


'  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  such  persoa 
*  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
'  same."  By  this  act  all  citizens  are  prohibited 
from  fitting  out  vessels  for  carrying  on  this  trade, 
and  not  only  the  ship  is  forfeited,  but  a  penalty  it 
likewise  imposed  of  two  hundred  dollars.  In  iht 
year  1800,  another  act  was  passed  by  Congreeai, 
which  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  In  this  act, 
Congress  have  manifested  their  sense  of  the  in- 
humanity of  this  trade,  and  they  have  impoaed 
penalties  on  carrying  on  a  trade  in  slaves  eren 
i'rom  one  foreign  port  to  another.  I  ask  if  ibis  it 
not  exhibiting,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  disappro^ 
bation  of  Congress  a^inst  this  traffic?  Wken,iiol 
contented  with  prohibiting  transactions  relative  fd 
it,  which  occur  under  our  own  eyes,  they  inflict  se- 
vere penalties  upon  those  who  pursue  it  in  foreigo 
ports.  Every  State  but  South  Carolina  has  past- 
ed prohibitory  laws  on  this  subject.  I  presame 
that  the  pecuniary  interests  of  other  States  con- 
nected with  it,  are  equal  to  those  of  South  Caro- 
lina. They,  however,  standing  aloof  from  fhia 
pursuit  of  paltry  gain,  and  actuated  by  motives  of 
humanity  and  justice,  have  entirely  interdicted 
it.  South  Carolina  alone,  uninfiuenced  by  the 
example  of  her  sister  States,  has  opened  her  doors 
to  the  introduction  of  slaves. 

If,  then,  their  object  be  profit,  let  ns,  as  fttr  as 
we  can,  reduce  this  profit ;  let  us  throw  every  iiD- 
pediment  we  can  in  the  way  of  it.  But  it  has 
been  said,  and  with  some  degree  of  apparent  tri- 
umph, in  argument,  that  if  we  pass  tlie  proposed 
law,  we  shall  thereby  regulate  this  trade,  and,  in 
doing  so,  be  bound  to  protect  it.  Asttonishe^,  sir, 
I  should  be  to  see  that  standard,  heretofore  raiae4 
in  the  defence  of  liberty,  now  reduced  to  protect 
the  slave  trade.  Fortunately,  however,  we  can 
never  be  bound  to  protect  this  trade,  because  the 
United  States  have  solemnly  declared  thatitsbaU 
never  be  carried  on  in  any  of  our  vessels,  or  by 
any  of  our  citizens.  How,  then,  protect  it?  In 
French,  Spani.sh,  or  English  vessels?  -Does  not 
the  common  sense  of  every  man  revolt  at  the  idea? 
By  the  laws  of  the  land,  our  own  citizens  cannot 
carry  on  the  trade;  surely,  then,  we  cannot  be 
called  on  to  protect  foreign  vessels  in  practice* 
disallowed  to  our  own  citizens.  We  have,  tbera- 
fore,  no  reason  on  earth  to  fear  that  our  armed 
vessels  will  be  degraded  by  convoying  a  parcel  of 
slaves  to  this  boasted  land  of  liberty. 

But  it  is  said  that  we  shall  encourage  the  ttmda 
by  drawing  a  revenue  from  it.  I  appeal  to  tte 
correct  sense  of  gentlemen,  whether  the  iniposi- 
tion  of  a  duty  upon  an  article  can  be  considered 
as  encouraging  its  importation?  Have  duties  im- 
posed upon  iniported  articles  ordinarily  ihiseffeet? 
No.  If  this  efiect  is  intended,  the  way  is  to  strip 
them  of  duties;  and,  in  the  case  of  a  favorite  ar- 
tide,  always  to  keep  it  exempt  from  duly.  To 
be  told,  then,  because  we  lay  a  duty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  we,  therefore,  wvor  th^ir  im- 
portation, is  the  most  novel  principle  I  ev«r  heaid 
of. 

It  is  said  this  duty  will  not  prohibit  the  import^ 
atton  of  slaves.  I  would  be  glad  if  it  shoald  have 
the  effect  of  prohibiting  their  importaiion ;  hvA  I 
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wiU  fteknowledge  I  despair  of  aoy  ffresl  effect  be* 
iog  prodoeed  in  this  wfty.    Bat  though  it  may 
Bot  hare  this  effect,  it  nay  depress  the  surest  stim- 
vloi  tbe  trader  has  to  carry  on  this  trade.    It  can 
iMily  be  carried  on  from  motives  of  gain.    WiU  ii 
htmi4  to  be  no  trifling  thing  to  impose  a  tax  of 
tea  MJars  a  head  oo  a  cargo  of  three  or  foar  htm- 
drac^  Macks?  Will  this  be  do  diminution  of  profit  ? 
This  is  mil  we  can  da    Let  us,  then,  do  all  we 
eto,  and  leave  the  rest  to  Providence.    Let  us  not 
aitt  for  help  sntil  we  have  first  helped  ottrseiveH. 
Let  us  Dot  aay  the  Coasttttitioa  ties  our  hands  from 
doing  anything,  when  we  are  stared  on  the  very 
face  of  it,  with  the  power  to  do  something.    We 
ahall  never  be  able  to  wipe  away  the  disgrace  of 
eaeouraging  the  slave  trade^  which  may  be  im- 
puted to  us,  unless  we  pass,  to  the  full  extent  of 
our  Constitutional  powers,  laws  to  prohibit  it. 
Ma]p  not  the  reflection  be  cast  upon  us,  that,  after 
bavinfr  achieved  our  liberty,  our  first  act  was  to 
trample  under  foot  the  most  sacred  rights  of  hu- 
manity and  justice  ?  If  what  we  shall  do  will  not 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  trade,  is  all  our 
labor  therefore  lost?    No,  sir;   we  may  draw  a 
revenue  from  it.    We  are  told  that  this  will  be 
disgraceful ;  that  it  will  be  the  price  of  infamy ; 
and  that  an  honest  Government  ought  not  to  draw 
a  rerenue  from  so  corrupt  a  source.    In  answer 
to  this  suggestion,  I  will  appeal  to  the  sentiments 
of  every  member  of  this  Committee.    If  it  be  in- 
famous, as  gentleitieb  contend,  the  Constitution 
has  tied  up  our  hands;  the  Constitution  has  le- 
galized the  trade.    If  there  be  infamy  in  it,  we 
are  bound  to  submit  to  it..  tJnder  these  circum- 
stances, what  does  common  sense  tell  us  to  do  ? 
To  make  the  most  of  the  power  we  possess.  There 
is  evil  enough.  God  knows,  in  the  trade,  and 
we  cao  onlv  lessen  this  evil  by  extracting  as 
much  good  from  it  as  we  can.    Is  it  just  to  say 
a   Government  patronizes  crimes  because  it  de- 
rives profit  from  the  labor  of  her  criminal  con- 
victs?    It  is  contrary  to  common  sense  to  draw 
such  a  conclusion.    Gentlemen  aay,  if >  you  draw 
revenue  from  this  source,  you  may  as  well  obtain 
it  from  licensing  thieves,  murderers,  and  the  per- 
petrators of  other  crimes.    But  there  is  a  great 
Aiffereaee  between  the  eases.    In  one  case  you 
have  a  tight  to  punish,  and,  by  punishing,  prevent 
the  eommissioQ  of  crimes.    But  here  our  bands 
are  tied.    Thus  far,  says  the  Constitution,  you 
ahall  90,  and  no  farther.    We  may  prevent,  and 
we  do  prevent,  our  own  citizens  from  carrying  on 
the  slave  trade,  but  they  dare  not  go  further. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  ask  whether  im- 
posing^ a  duty  can  be  Considered  as  sanctioning 
the  act?    A  thief  we  may  punieh;   but,  in  this 
oaae,  we  cannot  drag  to  our  tribunals  men  who 
•owe  no  allegiance  to  ©ur  Government,  and  wlto 
are  aheUered  under  a  Constitutional  provision. 

We  impose  duties  on  all  articles  except  those 
we  think  proper  to  encoorage.  Why,  then,  ex- 
«a»pt  this?  Unfortunately,  a  slave  is  considered 
by  our  kws  as  an  article  of  property,  and  comes 
within  the  ela>s  of  property  imported  into  the 
Uaited  States.  Upon  salt,  sugar,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  the  first  oeeeftstity,  we  have  laid  high  and 


oppressive  duties.  We  have  laid  a  duty  of  twenty 
cents  on  eveiy  bushel  of  salt,  and  correspondent 
duties  OD  tea,  eoffee,  sugar,  and  molasses.  I  a«lr, 
then,  when  it  is  conuderea  that  these  articles  are 
extensively  consumed  bv  the  poor  of  our  countryi 
do  we  not  take  from  labor  the  price  of  its  indua- 
try,  while  we  omit  to  lay  any  duty  on  slaves,  who, 
so  far  from  being  owned  by  the  poor,  are  the  ex* 
clusfve  property  of  the  rich  ? — thas  exempting 
this  article  of  luxury,  while  others  of  the  first  ne* 
eessity.  which  are  consumed  by  the  poor,  in  com* 
m on  with  all  descriptions  of  citizens,  are  burdened 
with  a  heavy  duty.  While  articles  allowed  to  be 
beneficial  to  all  classes  pay  high  duties,  articles 
which  are  injurious,  used  by  the  rich  to  pamper 
their  luxury,  remain  free  from  duty,  and  all  the 
efibrts  of  the  natioa  cannot  obtain  the  impoeiiioft 
of  even  a  slight  duty  00  them.  How  incoasisteat 
is  this  with  the  pompous  profession  of  relieving 
the  poor,  so  long  sounded  in  our  ears !  We  have 
heard  it  triumphantly  annouoced  that  the  millea- 
niam  has  arrived,  and  that  poor  men  are  no  longer 
to  be  oppressed  with  grievous  taxes ;  and  yet,  whea 
we  propo-se  to  lay  a  duty,  whose  effitci  might  be 
to  lessen  the  tax  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  we  are 
told  we  are  not  to  do  it,  because  it  will  irritate 
the  rich*  I  would  not  wish  to  wound  the  feel*** 
ings  of  any  man,  but  I  do  not  know  why  we  should 
trample  on  the  poor  in  order  to  privilege  the  rich« 
In  this  country,  I  know  of  no  such  privileged 
order,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall  know  it.  Viewed 
in  the  aspect  of  revenue,  is  the  duty  so  small  as  to 
be  unworthy  of  notice  ?  If  the  tax  produce  only 
$20,000,  it  will  enable  us  to  take  00"  the  tax  oa 
pepper;  and  should  it  produce  only  $10,00Q,  we 
may  take  ofi"  the  tax  on  medicines  and  a  variety 
of  other  articles  eonsumed  by  all  claaasH  of  our  eit« 
izeoK  But  it  may  not  he  as  small  as.geatlemea 
imagine.  If  10,000  slaves  are  imported  in  a  yeai^ 
it  will  amount  to  $100,000.  It  is  possible  double 
that  sum  may  arise  from  it.  I  affiict  not,  on  this 
point,  to  speai  with  precision,  but  if  we  reckon  on 
what  has  oecurred  in  past  times,  we  calculate  oa 
improper  data.  As  we  shall  in  a  short  time  pos« 
SPSS  the  power  of  entirely  prohibiting  the  trade, 
the  present  moment  will  probably  be  seized  as  the 
last  days  in  which  this  iniquitous  trade  may  be 
triumpnantly  carried  on.  In  order  to  meet  future 
demands,  those  engaged  in  it  will  go  to  the  fall 
extent  of  their  capital — to  the  whole  length  of 
which  importations  will  be  made.  This  is  a  strong 
reason  fur  our  doing  all  in  our  power  to  repress 
this  trade. 

I  need  not  dwell  on  the  great  number  of  slaves 
concentred  in  the  Southern  States*  At  the  tiuM 
»(  taking  the  ceuHUs  they  amounted  to  832.U00» 
In  the  State  of  South  Carolina  there  were  146,000 
slaves,  and  199.000  whiteit  I  need  not  exf»atiate 
00  the  greatness  of  this  eviL  Not  only  Suiiih 
Carolina  may  suffer,  but  all  the  other  neighboring 
States  may  share  the  evil.  Those  States  who 
are  ashamed  to  avow  a  participation  in  the  trade, 
may  he  indebted  to  her  for  an  augiaeotatioa  of 
their  slaves;  and  the  evil  may  extend  to  those 
States  who  now  believe  themselves  secure.  If 
these  people  arere  to  ilae  oa  their  aaaster s,  1  ask  if 
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the  whole  Union  would  not  be  boamf  to  awist  in 
puitioi;  them  down?  It  is  not,  therefore.  South 
Carolina  alone,  but  all  the  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy that  may  be  disturbed  by  the  aecumula 
tion  of  this  evil.  It  is  from  these  considerations — 
because  I  wish  this  traffic  to  be  checked,  and  be- 
cause, as  an  obj«'cr  of  revenue,  I  am  for  making 
the  mo.st  of  the  evil,  and  because  we  may  be  ena- 
bled thereby  to  exempt  articles  of  the  first  neces- 
sity from  at  Wwfi  a  part  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them — that  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  ougrht  Dot^  in 
justice,  to  exempt  this  article  any  longer  from  duty. 

[After  the  speech  of  Mr.  Broom,  the  debate  went 
on  during  the  remainder  of  this  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  ensuing  day.  Having  already  pre* 
senied,  in  the  remarks  of  the  preceding  speakers, 
Dearly  the  whole  of  the  prominent  facts  and  ideas 
dis(*loi»ed  in  the  debate,  we  shall,  from  a  necessary 
regard  to  other  more  important  matter,  pass  lightly 
over  that  part  of  it  which  followed,  confining  our 
i>otice  principHJly  to  replies  and  explanations 
drawn  forth  from  the  observations  already  detailed. 
This  course  is  pursued  to  give  an  impartial  sketch 
of  what  occurred. — Editors,'] 

Mr.  Sloan  spoke.at  some  len^rth,  enforcing  the 
ideas  previously  expressed  by  bim* 

Mr.  BeoiNGER  assigne<l  his  reasons  for  being 
against  the  resolutions.  He  viewed  the  slave  trade 
as  a  great  evil,  but  he  feared  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  would  rather  encourage  than  repress  the  im- 
portation of  slaves.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be 
disagreeable  to  his  constituents,  and  he  would 
rather  go  on  without  receiving  a  cent  from  it  than 
raise  money  in  such  a  way. 

Mr.  Early  said  that  he  was  far  from  intanding 
to  charge  the  mover  of  the  resolution  with  a  dis- 
position to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  member  ot 
the  House.  He  had  said  nothing  to  that  efiVet. 
He  woulJ  on  the  contrary  observe  that  he  consid- 
ered the  manner  of  the  gentleman  mild,  and  such 
as  had  not  rendered  him  in  the  least  obnoxious  to 
such  a  charge.  He  had  said  that  the  feelings  of 
South  Carolina  would  be  probably  wounded  by 
the  measure.  He  had  no  disposition,  iiowever,  to 
charge  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  ^Mr. 
SliOan)  with  such  an  intention.  The  task  of 
wounding  the  feelings  ot  South  Carolina  (if  the 
observations  of  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  could 
wound  her  feelings)  had  been  rewrved  for  the  gen- 
tleman's friend  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Broom.)  who 
had  taken  occasion  to  heap  on  her  head,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  every  term 
of  reproach  which  his  imagination  could  brinff  to 
bis  aid.  If  he  expected  he  would  be  imitated  in 
such  a  procedure,  he  would  be  misttaken.  One 
word  in  reply  to  an  observation  which  he  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Sute  of  Georgia.  He  had  said  that 
the  evil  was  not  confined  to  South  Carolina,  but 
tbat  it  extended  to  the  neighboring  States — that 
it  extended  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  though 
ashamed  to  avow  her  approbation  of  it,  partici- 
pated, notwitbs  anding,  with  South  Carolina  in  it. 
Give  ine  leave  to  say,said  Mr.  E.,so  aras  relates 
to  the  State  of  CkKirgia,  that  she  has  not  been — 
that  she  never  will  be— ashamed  to  avow  what 
tha  doeaj  aod  Uiat|aofar  from  approving  thia  iradei 


Ri" 


she  took  a  step  six  or  eight  years  hack,  that  had 
not  then  been  taken  by  any  other  State:  bhe  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  by  au  express  injunction  of  ker 
constitution.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
show  anyihiog  in  his  own  consttiotioa  like  thra* 
On  this  occasion,  the  opponents  of  the  resolutiua 
were  disposed  to  treat  the  subject  with  temper. 
Heretofore,  the  temper  which  had  been  displayed 
had  originated  with  them,  but  now  it  has  pro- 
ceeded from  a  different  quarter. 

The  debate  here  closed  for  this  day.  The  Com- 
mittee rose  about  4  o'clock,  and  obtajaed  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Wednesdat,  January  22. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Thompson  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  representing  that  the  lees 
paid  to  the  officers  of  the  courts  are  exorbitant 
and  oppressive,  and  praying  that  the  fees  may  be 
reduced  to  the  same  amount  chargeable  in  the 
court^sof  Virginia.— Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
ointed  yesterday  on  the  resolution  ofiered  by 
*r.  Nelson. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  the  object 
of  wtiich  was  to  show  the  necessity  of  uniformity 
in  certain  judicial  proceedings  of  the  Slates,  Mr. 
BiDWELL  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  a  comiaittec  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further  proTlaion 
ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  prescribing  the  maaner 
in  which  the  public  acts»  records,  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings of  the  respective  States  shall  be  proved,  and  the 
effect  thereof;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  fire 
members. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  the  State  Judges  and  State 
Coons.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  whh  the  amend- 
ment, do  he  on  the  table. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  Hotise  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  for  impos- 
ing a  tax  often  dollars  upon  every  slare  inpoited 
into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dawson.— Every  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  this  unfinished  Iwsiness  has  exprcmed 
bia  regret  at  iu  introduction — none  feel  it  more 
than  I  do;  of  the  sincerity  of  which  declaratioa 
I  mean  to  gtre  a  proof  by  the  motion  which  I 
shall  make  to  you. 

if  this  regret  was  felt  at  the  introduction,  it 
must  be  increased  by  the  course  which  the  ar^^u- 
ment  has  taken,  and  by  the  warmth  which  haa 
attended  it.  At  a  time  like  this,  when  depredaiiona 
are  committed  on  our  commerce,  coasts,  and  h«r^ 
burs;  when  our  property  is  pkradered.  oar  etU« 
zens  and  our  country  maltreated  and  iidsulied,  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  more  wise  and  luore 
pauiotic  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
aud  to  uoite  all  our  efforu  and  wisdom  ia  adupuag 
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lhoi«e  mfMarei  best  cAlcul«t«*d  to  meet  thi8  Rtate 
of  thtDg!S  <o  support  our  just  claims^  to  vindicate 
oor  violated  rights;  and  out  lo  introduce  subjects 
which  will  iueviiably  create  division,  which  will 
exciie  ooe  section  of  the  continent,  one  portion  of 
our  felluw*ciiizens,  against  another,  thereby  dis- 
torbiog  that  harmony  and  union  of  councils  so 
]»ec«*a>ary  for  the  ^ood  of  the  whole. 

With  this  view  of  our  situation  in  order  to 
take  sacb  measures  as  the  state  of  our  country 
requires,  I  move  to  postpone  the  farther  consider- 
atioo  of  that  resolution  until  thin  day  week,  in 
order  that  we  may  go  into  Committee  of  the 
IVhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Leib  opposed,  and  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, supported  the  po>tpoDement. 

Mr.  BaooM  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giDiaspuke  of  a  dei;ree  of  warmth  excited  by  this 
discu^ioo.  I  presume,  said  Mr.  B..  that  in  this 
remark  be  had  some  allusion  to  me.  I  must  con- 
fess I  am  sorry,  that  any  gentleman  should  have 
ao  understood  my  observations  as  to  suppose  them 
mppHcable  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
Biaie  in  the  Union.  I  assure  the  House  I  intend- 
ed my  ob:«ervations  should  apply  to  the  slave 
trade  as  carried  on  from  Africa,  and  not  to  any 
Blare  or  member  on  this  floor.  I  perceived  by  a 
jaw  of  the  United  States  that  this  trade  was  not 
permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  any  State,  or  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  I  therefore  could  not  pre- 
aume  it  was  so  carried  on,  and  could  therefore 
mean  no  reflection  on  any  State  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  My  observations  were  exclu- 
sively applicable  to  the  t>laye  trade. 

Messrs.  Sloan,  Stamton,  Fisk,  and  Elmer, 
apoke  against  the  postponement,  and  Mr.  Tao- 
eART  against  the  resolution.  When  the  question 
eo  poftf  nonement  was  lost — yeas  35. 

Mr,  Dana  took  an  historical  view  of  the  pro* 
eeediogsof  Congress  on  this  subject;  regretted 
the  rejection  of  his  amendment,  and  added,  that  as 
the  sole  question  was  now  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, a  Question  which  he  had  wished  to  have 
parried,  but  which  thecommiJtee  had  determined 
should  he  taken,  and  he  was  then  oflicially  called 
upon  to  express  his  approbation  or  disapprobation 
of  ibe  slave  trade,  he  could  not  hesitate  for  a  mo 
Bieot  doing  the  lauer.  He  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  A1.8TON  placed  in  a  more  expanded  view 
his  observations  of  yesterday,  and  made  addi- 
tional reaaarks. 

Mr,  J.  C.  SMrTH  supported  the  resolution,  and 
▼iedicaied  the  State  he  represented  from  any  im- 
potation  from  not  bavins  a  similar  feature  in  her 
constitution  to  that  of  the  constitution  of  Geor- 
gia. He  observed  that  the  constitution  of  Con- 
Deeiicut,  having  had  its  origin  about  two  hundred 
years  ago.  had  not  foreseen  the  present  state  ol 
tbingsi;  but  be  begged  permission  to  say,  that 
Coooecticot  bad  never  received  into  her  bosom 
aov  of  the  species  of  property  alluded  to. 

Some  recriminations  ensued  between  several 
meroijers^  00  the  particiffStion  of  the  traders  ot 
some  of  the  New  England  States  in  carrying  00 
Iho  slave  trade. 


Messrs.  Smilib  and  Southard  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  in  favor  of  the  resolunon. 

Mr.T.  MooRfi  said  he  ha  J  not  on  this  occasion 
expected  to  have  risen ;  but  as  he  was  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  South  Carolina,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  ofier  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

He  said  it  was  true  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  expressed  his  expectation  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  St  uih  Carolina  would  pass  prohibi lor f 
laws  affainNt  the  importation  of  slaves.  He  had 
no  douDt  other  Representatives  of  the  State  had 
expressed  in  private  the  same  opinion.  It  was 
probable,  under  that  expectation,  that  the  House 
had  postponed  the  further  consideration  of  the  re* 
solution  the  acbsion  before  the  last.  Be  that  as 
it  might  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  charge 
him  with  duplicity.  He  would  state  some  facts 
not  known  to  every  one.  It  would  be  recollected, 
after  the  postponement  had  taken  place  here,  in 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  a  bill  had  pass- 
ed the  House  of  Representatatives  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, and  had  been  lost  in  the  Senate  but  by  a 
single  vote.  The  last  ses^ion  of  the  Leffislaiure. 
the  same  thing  had  occurred.  He  would  ask,  it 
this  did  not  justify  the  expectation  he  had  ex- 
pressed? As  he  was  up,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could 
not  avoid  making  a  reply  to  a  few  of  the  obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
Broom.)  He  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  hear 
a  gentleman  on  thisfluor,  express  such  sentiments 
ofmalice  and  disrespect  towards  South  Carolina 
and  her  citizens.  He  had  hoped)  from  a  gen^ 
ileman  who  lately  came  into  the  House,  more 
prudence.  But  be  bis  standing  what  it  might,  he 
wq^ld  tell  him  his  expreasioBs  had  been  felt  by 
the  Renresentativesof  that  Stale.  He  had  made 
a  long  harangue  to  make  the  House  believe  that 
a  tax  of  ten  dollars  would  do  everythinic;  but 
there  was  not  a  single  gentleman  in  the  House, 
acquainted  with  business,  who  could  believe  that 
it  would  prevent  the  importation  of  a  single  slave. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  make  this  single  observation, 
and  let  the  gentleman  apply  it  as  he  pleased.  He 
would  remind  him  of  the  anecdote  between  the 
bedlamite  and  the  beau,  who  had  a  sword  swag- 
gering at  his  side ;  when  the  latter  wasasked  what 
ne  had  that  sword  for,  he  said  it  was  to  kill  his 
enemies — let  them  alone,said  the  former,  they  will 
die  of  themselves.  If  the  g^eutleman  had  saved 
himself  the  trouble  of  making  the  di>respectful 
epithets  in  which  he  had  indulged,  he  might  have 
created  less  cause  for  irritation,  and  everything 
might,  perhaps,  hive  been  put  on  the  best  looting 
for  pasMng  pruhibitory  laws. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Messrs, 
Sloan  and  SiMiLtB, 

Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  entered  largely  into 
the  field  of  argument  asrainst  the  resolution. 

When  the  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to — yeas  79. 

The  Committee  having  risen,  and  the  House 
being  resumed,  took  the  report  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Clabk,  having  made  a  few  remarks  against 
agreeioit  to  the  resolution,  asked  for  the  taking 
ot  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  Alston  said,  if  the  resolutioo  were  to  piss, 
be  hoped  it  would  be  made  iDielli^ible.  What 
constituted  a  slave?  That  which  made  a  slave 
in  oae  State  did  not  make  it  in  another.  A  caris^o 
of  persons  brought  into  South  Carolina  became, 
under  her  laws,  slaves,  who  would  not  he  slav^es 
under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  Are  we  then 
about  to  pass  a  law  for  revenue,  that  taxes  the 
r€Tf  pervoQs  in  South  Carolina  that  are  not  tax- 
able in  Masaaehusetts  ? 

The  main  q^uestion  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  a^reciag  to  the  resolution — yeas  90,  nays 
85,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard, 
Bnrwell  Baasett,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Thinaas  BUunt,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyle,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clai- 
borne, George  Clinton,  jun.,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Oonrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard 
Cutto,  damuel  W.  Dana,  Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
jnun  William  Dickson,  Caleb  Ellii,  Ebeneser  Elmer, 
William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Jamee  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler,  CharU»  Goldsborough*  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew 
Gregg«  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings, 
Wiuiam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Hiomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Ohn,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Bbenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Bichard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedi^n, 
Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
aey,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandti^Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  Poleg  WaAworth,  Matthew  WaUon,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  EUpbalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
nuuluke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams^  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Wniiam  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Jacob  Crowninsbield,  John  Dawson,  Ellas 
Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  James  M.  Garnett, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Ordered,  That  a'  bill,  or  bills,  be  brouijht  in 

Pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;   and  that  Mr. 
LOAN,  Mr.  Fisk,  and  Mr.  Dana,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


TauRSOAT,  January  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford, 

Remdoed^  That  a  comoaittee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altertni?  the  time 
for  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  District  of 
North  Carolina. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Stanpokd.  Mr.  Clark, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  South  Carolina,  be  ap- 
pototed  A  ^OAiaittee,  parsuant  to  the  said  resolu- 
tion. 


DETACHMENT  OP  THB  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comraittpc  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutes.  Several 
blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled  up,  one  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  as 
part  of  the  detachment  any  corps  of  volunteers 
who  shall  engage  to  continue  in  service  six  months 
after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  aa- 
other  appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
pay  and  subsistence  of  such  part  of  the  detacb- 
ment  as  may  be  called  into  service.  When  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  these 
amendments,  in  which  the  House'concurred. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  hj 
striking  out  the  following  words,  in  t^o^ic,  relative 
to  the  proportions  of  the  detachment  to  be  called 
from  the  respective  States;  ^'to  be  aoportioned  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  militia 
returns  of  the  last  year,  in  cases  where  such  re- 
turns were  made,  and  in  cases  where  such  returns 
were  not  made  the  last  year,  by  such  other  data 
as  he  shaU  judge  equUaUey^  and  by  substitutioff  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words,  '' according  to  the  last 
census." 

Mr.  Varnum  stated  several  reasons  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  withdrew  his  amendment, and  moved 
a  modification  of  it ;  which  he  also  withdrew  on  aa 
explanation  made  by  Mr.  Vabnum.  When  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  on  the  third  of  Deceoibec 
the  following  resolution  had  been  entered  into  by 
the  House: 

« Resolved,  That  so  aracih  of  lirs  Maatage  of  tlie 
President  of  the  United  Statets  as  rektestothe  oandnel 
of  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  the  United  Sutes, 
and  the  unjustifiable  construction  lately  giv*n  by  aoae 
of  them  to  the  law  of  nations  as  it  regards  the  righto 
of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  aa4 
Means." 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  did  not  know  how  this  sub- 
ject came  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  bdieved  it  furnished  the 
first  instanoe  of  a  great  national  pdoetple  beisgr 
referred  to  any  standing  or  select  committee  «f 
the  House.  It  had  always  been  uimal  to  refer 
such  principles  for  settlement,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uniou;  to  which  committee  several  tncmwials  oa 
the  same  subject  had  been  rei«rted.  There  was 
another  circumstance  which  it  was  necessary  to 
state,  which  was  the  deranged  situation  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  M^ns;  three  members 
of  which  were  absent  from  the  House.  As  thn 
was  confessedly  the  most  important  subjeet  be- 
fore them,  he  trusted  the  motion  he  was  aboot  to 
make  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Smilie  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  QjDiNCY  eatd,  if  the  object  was  to  discuss 

the  propriety  of  the  reference  of  this  subjeet  to 

I  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeaiiSy  he  duiib(«i 
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"whether  the  laotipD  were  in  order,  as  the  same 
poiot  bad  been  before  debated  at  large  when  the 
refereaee  obtained.  He  should  suppose  the  most 
proper  course  would  be  to  call  on  the  chairmao 
of  the  committee  to  inform  the  House  in  what 
sicuatioo  the  business  stood.  The  ohairinan 
might,  perhaps,  be  in  his  pUee  to-morrow.  Jt  ap- 
peared to  him  that  this  motion  might  imply  a 
•ensure  upon  the  eommiUee. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  the 
committee,  and  said  ha  would,  at  the  request  of  the 
9&ember,  withdraw  his  moti<m  until  tonmorrow* 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  report  of  a  select  committee 
on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  that 
relates  to  the  defeodiog  our  ports  and  harbors,  ^. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  as  follows  i 

Ruohxd^  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tkoosand  doilare,  be  appropriated  to 
enable  the  Prestaent  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  our 
pons  and  harbors  to  be  better  fortified  and  protected 
mgunst  any  insult  or  injury. 

Mr.  DAwaoH, — At  the  commencement  of  the 
present  se^ion,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  obedieace  to  his  duty,  made  known  to  us  the 
state  of  the  nation ;  he  then  informed  us,  that, . 

^'Our  coasts  h&ve  been  infested,  and  our  harboa 
watched*  by  private  armed  vessels,  some  of  them  with- 
out commissions,  some  with  illegal  comnussions,  others, 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts 
heyond  the  authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have 
captured  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  weU 
as  on  the  high  sess,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  with  up,  but  our  own  also.  They  have 
earned  them  ofi^  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication, 
bat  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they  have 
phindered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure 
places,  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against  tiiem, 
nmltieated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them  in  boats  in 
tbeopen  sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food  or  oover- 
itiff.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  unreached  by 
any  osntrot  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  k  necessary  to 
eqaip  a  Ibrce,  to  crmse  within  our  ovn<  seas,  to  arrest 
«ll  Tasssls  of  these  dasorip^ons  found  hovering  on  our 
UP  nets,  within  the  Umite  of  the  GalfStieaait  and  to 
baaag  the  ofiendeas  in  for  trial  as  pirates. 

**  The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and  bar- 
boss,  under  ooJor  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  anncgrf 
•nee  and  oppression  of  our  commerce/' 
,  ''M^ith  Spsin  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  dif- 
ferences hsve  not  bad  a  satisfactory  issue.    Spoliations 
during  the  former  war,  for  which  she  had  formally  ac- 
knowledged herself  responsible,  have  been  refused  to 
be  compensated  but  on  conditions  afifectlng  other  claims 
in  nowise  connected  wHh  them.    Yet  the  same  prac- 
tices are  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  already 
of  great  amount    On  the  Mobile,  our  commerce  pass- 
ing through  that  river  continues  to  be  obstructed  by 
arbitmry  duties  and  veiatious  searches.     Propositions 
Ibr  ad^«M{ng  amicably  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana 
have  aot  been  aooeded  to/' 

^^Inroada  have  been  recently  made  into  the  Terrri- 
toriea  «f  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi.  Our  oitiaens 
hsftheoA  secnd  and  their  prepertgr  plundered  in  the 


very  parts  of  the  former  whieh  had  been  aeteaHy  de* 
livered  up  by  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officesa  and 
soldi^  of  that  Grovernment." 

**  In  reviewing  these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belli- 
gerent Powers,  the  moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will  all  be  called  into  action.'* 

This  communication  excited  the  honest  indig- 
nation of  all  who  heard  it;  and  a  similar  impres* 
sion  seems  to  have  been  made  in  every  part  of  the 
continent.  Already  have  our  constituents  ex^ 
pressed  their  sentiments;  daily  do  our  fellow-citi- 
zens convev  to  ua  declarations  of  their  iodigna* 
tion ;  alreaay  have  they  offered  their  lives,  theic 
fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor,  in  support  of  our 
just  claims,  and  of  our  violated  rights;  nor  have 
occurrences  since  lessened  that  impression.  U 
now  becomes  our  duty,  and  a  most  important  one 
it  is,  to  adopt  those  measures,  and  to  provide  those 
means,  best  calculated  to  meet  the  state  of  things; 
to  secure  peace,  if  peace  is  attainable  on  terms 
consistent  with  our  interest  and  honor;  and,  if 
not,  to  unite  the  confidence,  rouse  the  zeal,  and 
direct  alt  the  energies  of  our  country,  if  by  the 
folly  of  some  Governments  and  the  vices  of  others 
they  should  become  necessary.  To  this  all  the 
wisdom,  all  the  firmness,  all  the  moderation  of 
Congress  will  be  called  into  action.  It  well  be- 
hooves us  to  be  neither  rash  nor  diffident;  but,  as- 
suming that  ground  which  reason,  justice,  and  our 
importance  as  a  nation,  entitle  us  to.  to  maintain 
it  with  unbating  zeal,  an  invincible  tirmness;  and 
rendering  justice  to  all,  we  have  a  right  to  de- 
ma  t»d  it  from  all. 

It  Is  ioi possible  fbr  any  person  to  look  btek  ott 
the  injuries  and  insults  which  we  have  received, 
without  feel^  ratich  indignation  and  a  spirit  for 
revenge.  It  is  impossible  to  look  forward  with- 
out feeling  much  anxiety  and  muefa  awe.  I  own' 
to  you  I  have  experienced  them.  1  have,  how- 
ever, consoled  mysdf  with  the  pleasing  hope,  that 
when  we  came  Into  a  Committee  of  the  Wholei 
and  took  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  oar  coun- 
try, a  spirit  of  accommodation  would  have  dia» 
covered  itself;  that,  forgetting  all  party  or  local 
distinction,  we  shouhi  have  united  our  efforts  in 
support  of  our  violated  rights,  of  our  plundered 
property,  of  our  degraded  citizens;  nor  did  f 
doubt,  nor  do  I  now,  that,  with  this  dispoaitiltn, 
the  wisdom  of  Congms  was  adequate  to  ail  their 
purposes ;  to  support  the  peace,  interest,  and  honor 
afooricottiitry. 

Mr.  GLtNTQ>k-~It  muat  strike  every  member  «f 
the  House  that  the  sam  contemplated  to  yt  apfro* 
priated  by  the  resolution  to  the  protection  of  our 
poets  and  harbors,  is  altogether  inadequate.  I  did 
nut  expect  that  we  should  he  called  upon  at  this 
time  to  take  this  sob|cct  into  consideration,  and  I 
am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  go  into  the  necee- 
sary  details  upon  it ;  but  I  believe  the  proposed 
sum  will  go  hut  a  small  way  to  fortify  even  tho 
port  of  New  York  alone.  I  believe  the  fortifica- 
tion of  our  ports  and  harbors  is  an  object  of  the 
very  first  importance,  which  has  excited  the  sen- 
sibility of  our  countrymen  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  The  attention  of  Con- 
gress has  been  particularly  called  to  the  defence* 
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less  and  unprotectt*d  state  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
on  which  two  memorial:*  have  been  presented, 
cne  from  the  merchants  of  the  ciiy  of  New  York, 
and  the  01  her  from  the  Corporation.  I  do  not  wish 
to  he  understood  as  casting  any  reflection  on  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  on  the  re- 
spectable committee  who  has  made  this  report. 
But  before  1  give  a  vote  on  the  subject,  1  wish  it 
could  be  inquired  into  more  particularly.  I  could 
wish  that  we  had  previously  a  statement  of  the 
situation  of  the  harbors,  and  of  the  sum  necessary 
to  protect  each  port.  Before  we  have  thi:*  state- 
ment, it  is  impossible  for  us  to  decide  whether 
the  proposed  sum  of  $150,000  will  be  competent. 
I  wouM  rather  not  appropriate  a  cent,  than  agree 
to  such  a  sum  as  would  be  a  burlesque  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  the  sum  was  certainty  inade- 
quate, and  the  granting  it  appeared  nearly  equiva* 
lent  to  doing  nothing.  He  thou:;ht  the  course 
pursued  in  this  instance  an  unu.<<uai  way  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation.  The  common  way  was  to 
leHvesums  blank,  until  after  principles  were  de- 
cided, and  a  bill  brous^ot  in  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  After  the  principle  is  settled,  that  we  will 
fortify  our  ports  and  harbors;  that  we  will  build 
a  number  of  gunboats,  or  seventy-fours,  or  both,  a 
bill  mi^ht  be  brought  in,  and  it  would  be  then 
time  enough  to  fill  up  the  blanks..  In  order  that 
this  course  miirhi  b>.*  pursued,  he  would  move  to 
strike  out ''  $150,000." 

Mr.  N.  Williams. — It  may  seem  strange  that 
80  stiitfll  a  sum  should  be  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee; but  when  the  precise  object  of  the  report 
is  considered,  it  will  not  appear  so  surprisioflf.  It 
was  not  contemplated  in  the  commit  ee  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  be  ade- 
quate to  the  erection  of  fortifications  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  numerous  harbors.  Jt  was  only  con- 
sidered as  adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  present 
fortifications,  and  the  fitting  up  of  some  additional 
guns.  I  am  not  unaware  that  the  subject  is  one 
of  the  highest  importance.  The  fortitication  of 
the  ports  aud  harbors  ot  so  extensive  a  country  is 
deservedly  considered  of  the  first  consideration. 
When  we  come  Ui  take  up  the  subject  in  this 
large  point  of  view,  we  shall  not  fii  our  attention 
upon  so  pitiful  a  sum  as  that  now  under  consid- 
eration. 

If  that  be  the  intention  of  my  colleague.  I  shall 
heartily  concur  in  his  motion.  If,  on  tne  con- 
trarv,  a  majority  of  the  Committee  think  it  best, 
ID  the  first  instance,  to  attend  to  the  repair  of  ex- 
isting fortification  J,  and  the  fitting  up  of  some  ad- 
ditional guns  for  immediate  use,  and  hereafter  to 
gt>  into  a  cunsid«*ratioQ  of  more  extensive  meas- 
ures of  defence,  I  shall  acquiesce.  At  any  rate  I 
am  willing  that  the  sense  of  the  Committee  shall 
be  taken  on  thi.«  question,  ant  for  that  purpose  I 
second  the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  Ely. — I  cannot  conceive  it  of  much  conse- 
quence whether  the  sum  appropriated  be  either 
^150.000,  or  one  million.  The  only  question  is, 
whether  we  will  m  ike  any  appropriation.  Being 
one  of  the  committee  who  made  the  report,  I  will 


take  the  liberty  of  stating  the  motives  whick 
governed  them. 

The  committee  had  no  particular  predtlection 
for  the  sum  stated  in  the  report;  for  they  knew  it 
was  in  the  discretion  of  the  House  to  modify  tt  as 
they  saw  fit.  The  committee  had  a  conversatfoii 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  H« 
was  pleased  to  »ay  that  there  were  some  porti  as 
well  fortified  as  could  be  expected  in  tRe  present 
situation  of  the  country ;  hut  that,  in  other  places, 
the  fortifications  were  defective  and  inadequate. 
He  stated  that,  at  New  Orleans,  the  fortifications 
were  very  inadequate ;  that  they  had  gone  oat  of 
repair,  and  it  was  a  question  whether  it  were  not 
best  to  chansre  their  sites.  He  represented  that, 
at  Savannah,  there  were  no  works,  adding  that 
Georgia  had  made  no  cession  of  land  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  which  to  erect  them.  He  stated 
that,  at  Charleston,  the  works  had'sufiered  con- 
siderably in  consequence  of  tornadoes.  He  said 
there  were  some  works  at  Norfolk;  and  likewise 
stated  the  situation  of  New  York.  Prom  bis 
statement  it  appeared  that  but  little  had  been  done 
towards  ihe  effectual  proteciijn  of  that  harbor; 
and  (hat  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do  anything 
to  protect  it  against  any  considerable  force  that 
might  be  brought  against  it.  He  stated  that  there 
was  some  protection  at  Newport;  and  that,  in  the 
Chesapeake,  much  was  not  required  ;  and  that,  at 
Boston,  the  harbor  was  nearly  as  well  secured  as 
it  need  be.  In  addition  to  this  coiversation,  the 
Secretary  gave  an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  to  repair  the  works  which 
were  going  to  decay.  This  estimate  was  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Secretary.  I  consider  this  sum 
as  inadequate,  and  it  is  my  wish  that  we  should 
not  re;>t  on  the  opinion  of  che  Secretary  of  War, 
but  decide  for  ourselves.  I  believe  that  great  at- 
tention ouaht  to  be  paid  to  our  ports  and  harbors. 
I  cannot  but  think  it  peculiarly  proper  to  protect 
a  place  where  one  third  of  our  whole  revenue  is 
coUeeted,  and  which  I  believe  now  might  be  laid 
under  contribution  by  a  single  seveoty-four  gun 
ship.  How  this  is  to  be  done,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say.  The  thing  alarms  me  in  the  present  sute 
of  our  affairs,  and  I  think  we  are  called  upon  lo 
be  prepared  for  immediate  defence.  On  this  potat 
there  can  be  no  diversity  of  opinion.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen,  who  have  taken  a  full 
,view  of  the  »ubject.  will  come  forward  with  aa 
efficient  plan. 

Mr.  Dawson. — The  object  is  to  strike  oat  the 
sum  of  $150,000,  to  introduce  a  larger  amouot  I 
am  sorry  this  motion  has  been  made.  It  is  known 
to  you.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lion or  dollars  has  already  been  applied  to  the  de- 
fence of  New  York,  provided  that  State  agrees  to 
appropriate  the  money.  It  is  known  to  you,  also^ 
thai  many  millions  have  been  applied  to  the  de- 
fence of  our  harbors.  It  is  knowu  to  you.  by  the 
Message  of  the  President,  that  the  most  import- 
ant articles  of  defence  are  already  in  readiness; 
and  that  this  appropriation  m  only  in  aid  of  an- 
other appropriation  of  9^50,000  for  gon  boats, 
both  being  parts  of  the  same  system  for  the  pro* 
tectioii  of  our  ports  and  harbors.    Thb  MtimftM 
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\  ffom  the  Secretary  of  War,  who,  I  believe, 
k»  belter  ioformed  and  more  dUioieresied  oo  this 
subject  fban  any  nieiDber  oa  thitt  floor. 

Mr.  £aiilt. — 1  riise  to  inquire  whether  a  mo- 
tioa  ier  ihe  Committee  to  rise  will  aot,  supersede 
tbe  nHion  dow  under  consideration?  If  &o,  1  will 
WMkt  Jt,  and  will  briefly  detail  my  reasons  there- 
for. 
•  It  appears  to  me^  on  a  view  of  the  subject  em- 
kraeed  by  tt»e  report,  that  we  are  not  possfessed  of 
saffieieni  detailed  information  on  which  to  found 
a  correct  decision.  The  report  embraces  three 
diuinct  objects,  contemplated  as  so  many  parts  of 
oae  seoeral  sytuem  of  defence.  One  tespecting 
JoriiMiuoAs ;  one  respecting  t>hip5  of  the  line,  and 
ome  respecting  gunboats.  1  consider  these  as  con- 
Miiating  different  parts  of  one  general  system. 
It  ia  true  there  is  but  one  resolution  now  before 
the  Committee,  and  to  that  I  will  direct  my  atteo- 
tioo.  Ott  that  poiat  the  Committee  are  posseted 
•I*  too  little  inlormatioo  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment, itt  my  opinion.  They  have  no  information 
ol'  what  harbors  in  the  United  Stales  aresu^cepti• 
ble  of  fortification ;  do  data  oo  which  to  decide. 
It  is  not  presumable  that  every  port  and  harbor 
OB  our  ezten^cive  line  is  suscepltbie  of  this  species 
of  drieoce.  i  understand  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
some  very  eminent  military  characters  that  the 
port  ot  New  York  is  not  hU»cepiibie  of  defence  in 
this  wav.  But  this  is  not  all.  Is  there  any  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  such  a  general  system  of 
de&snce,  or  of  a  single  port  or  harbor?  There  is 
nojU  Qentlemen  say  that  their  object  is,  and  that 
it  ia  now  the  most  correct  course,  to  decide  the 
principle  of  defending  otir  ports  and  harborh,  and 
afterwards  to  fill  up  the 'blank^i.  But  permit  me 
to  ask  those  who  contend  for  this  mode  of  proce- 
dure^ whether  they  are  willing,  iq  the  first  place, 
to  agree  to  the  fortification  of  our  ports,  when 
they  have  not  only  no  data  to  determine  the  ez- 
peMse.  but  are  likewise  without  any  data  on  which 
to  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  measure?  After 
tbey  Mall  have  proceeded  in  this  course  for  a 
'  time,  and  shall  have  expended  millions,  the  plap 
may  turn  out  to  be  iatfiectual,  and  every  dollar 
Jaid  oot  be  sunk.  The  situation  of  our  ports  and 
harbors  ia  represented  aa  alarming,  as  exposing. 
■ot  only  tbe  properly  of  our  citizejis,  but  likewise 
tbe  reTeoue  of  the  nation,  to  the  lawless  depreda^ 
tioMs  of  marauders  and  privateers.  This  is  true, 
laoieBUbly  true  I  But  in  proportion  to  its  truth 
o«^t  we  to  proceed  guardedly ;  in  proportion  to 
its  truth  ought  we  to  po88e>s  data  to  convince  mb 
tbftt  tbe  course  we  take  will  prove  eflectual.  For 
myself  I  t«ke  occasion  to  ^ay.  from  the  little  in- 
foroMtion  I  possess,  which  i  allow  is  very  incon* 
sidera  ie,  1  am  opposed  to  this  mode  of  defence 
altogether.  I  beiifve  that  it  will  be  inefiectual; 
ibat  it  will  afford  no  solia  protection ;  and  that 
mfter  having  proceeded,  even  to  bankruptcy,  we 
sbaii  be  as  poorly  defended  as  we  were  before. 
Pur  these  rea>oiis,  and  because  I  want  data  on 
which  10  act,  and  the  information  of  men  moie 
capable  of  judging  on  such  subjects  than  I  am.  I 
move  you  that  the  Committee  rise. 
Mr.  Dawaoii.— Whaa  i  called  up  ths  report,  I 


hhould  have  made  an  apology  to  the  House  for 
the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  this  bu>ineft4, 
but  for  the  biiuatiun  iu  which  we  have  lately 
been.  1  trust,  now  the  subject  is  brought  before 
us,  we  shall  take  boiue  effec'ual  measures  fur  res- 
cuing our  country  from  its  degraded  situation. 
J  know  there  are  some  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
because  they  have  told  us  so  before,  who  are  for 
duing  nothing.  I  trust,  however,  their  nOmber  is 
very  small,  and  that  a  great  majority  will  be 
found  readv  to  do  what  the  exigency  of  affairs 
requires.  As  for  the  information  requested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  for  what  reason  he  calls  for  it.  My  opinion 
is  that  a  certain  sum  should  be  appropriated  to 
this  object,  to  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  But  the  gentleman,  before  he  a^eea 
10  take  this  step,  requires  information  of  those 
ports  which  are  defensible.  1  know  of  no  way  in 
which  he  can  get  information,  except  by  convert- 
ing a  committee  of  this  House  into  a  corps  of  en- 
gineers, to  go  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  If  a  majority  of  this  House  are  for  pro- 
ceeding at  once,  according  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  President,  to  the  effectual  defence  of  our 
porta  and  harl>ors,  the^  will  not  agree  :o  any  mo- 
tion whose  tendency  is  to  put  the  measure  aside. 
Mr.  Jackson. — i  hope  the  Committee  will  not 
rise  until  they  have  further  invest igaied  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration,  and  1  think  the  rea- 
sons asMgned  by  the  g«  ntleman  from  Georgia 
will,  on  consideration,  te  deemed  by  himself  an 
argument  against  the  motion.  It  is  said  that  we 
do  not  now  possess  sufficient  detailed  information; 
but  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  have  that  detailed 
iuformstion  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
when  this  business  as>ume8  the  .shape  of  a  bill  • 
We  are  now  engaged  in  fixing  the  principle;  the 
details  of  which  will  follow  afterwards.  The 
interests  of  the  nation  call  aloud  to  us  to  attend  to 
this  subject.    The  cries  of  our  impressed  seamen 

i^oin  in  the  general  murmur;  our  commerce,  sub- 
ect  to  lawless  condemnation  under  admiralty  de* 
ci.sions,  calls  aloud  for  our  attention^  It  is  nigh 
lime  that  the  representatives  of  the  nation  should 
deliberate  on  the  suMect.  Let  us  then  sit  from  day 
to  day,  until  we  shall  unite  in  effectual  measures 
of  redress.  Let  us  no  longer  be  indifferent  or 
iiuittentive  to  a  subject  of  more  importance  than 
any  other  that  can  come  before  u*<.  Let  u&  eFinee 
that  unanimity  which  i^hall  insure  Miccess  to 
whatever  we  propose.  Shall  we,  at  such  a  crisis^ 
be  creeping  on  liehind  the  public  sentiment,  and 
looking  with  indifference  oo  hcenes  which  can 

00  longer  be  submitted  to,  unless  we  resign  the 
independence  we  have  acquired?  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, at  present,  to  go  into  details.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  say  whether  we  will  protect  our  har- 
bjrs,  erect  gunboats,  and  bui.d  vessels  to  protect 
our  commerce  on  the  seas,  and  not  only  to  repel 
aggressions,  but  to  chasti^>e  those  who  offer  theni, 

1  hope  there  will  be  found  to  be  but  one  senti- 
ment in  the  House,  as  there  is  in  the  nation,  and 
that  we  will  expend  the  last  cent  before  we  sub- 
mit to  the  degradatiouB  offered  to  us.  1  entreat 
the  Committee  not  to  rise  until  they  have  fully 
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ddiberat^d  od  the  subject,  and  have  formed  ao 
efiectual  plan  for  obtaining  redress. 

Mr.  Dana. — Seven  weeks  have  elapsed  since 
the  President  addressed  Congress, represeatintjr  the 
aggressions  made  upon  the  rights  of  our  citizens. 
Ihiring  these  seven  weeks,  Congress  have  not 
informed  the  nation  of  anything  they  have  donet 
Dor  have  they  aonoonced  that  any  one  thing  will 
be  done  for  the  effectual  maintenance  of  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  their  citizens.  Now,  in  considering 
Ihts  resolution,  we  are  called  on  to  decide  on  the 
first  point  mentioned  in  the  Message;  not  a  mere 
effect  to  be  produced  by  paper;  authorizing  a  de- 
tachment of  one  hundred  thousand  militia ;  but 
on  a  real  and  substantial  defence  against  foreign 
Powers.  On  viewing  the  Me&sage  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  wilt  be  seen  that  we  have  embarrassmefits 
with  all  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe;  that 
we  are  beset  with  difficulties  on  every  side.  Our 
ports  are  insulted,  our  territory  invaded,  and  our 
seamen  impressed.  With  regard  to  the  whole  of 
these,  the  Message  affords  us  no  reason  to  expect  a 
speedy  adjustment ;  and  since  the  delivery  ol  the 
Message,  we  have  received  nothing  whicn  justi- 
fies a  reasonable  expectation  of  it. 

"  In  receiving,**  says  the  President,  "  these  injuries 
from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the  moderation, 
the  firmness,  and  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will  all  be 
called  into  action.  We  ought  still  to  hope  that  time 
and  a  more  correct  estimate  of  interest  as  well  as  of 
character  wiU  produce  the  jastiee  we  are  bound  to  ex- 
pect. Eat  should  any  nation  deceive  itself  by  false 
ealculations,  and  disappoint  that  expectation,  we  most 
join  in  the  unprofitable  contest,  of  trying  which  party 
can  do  the  other  the  most  harm.  Some  of  these  inju- 
riee  may  perhaps  admit  a  peaceable  remedy.  Where 
,that  ia  competoat  it  is  always  the  moat  desirable.  D«t 
aone  of  them  are  of  a  natjare  to  be  met  by  force  only, 
and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it  I  cannot,  therefore,  biii 
recemmend  sach  preparations  as  circumstances  call 
for.  The  first  object  is  to  place  oor  seaport  towns 
out  of  the  danger  of  insult.  Measures  have  been  al- 
ready taken  for  furnishing  them  with  heavy  cannon, 
ibr  the  service  of  such  land  batteries  as  may  make  a 
part  of  their  defence  against  armed  vessels  approaching 
them.  In  aid  of  these  it  is  desirable  we  should  have  a 
competent  number  of  gunboats,  and  the  number  to  be 
eompetent  must  be  considerable." 

This  is  the  first  recommendation  made  in  the 
Message,and  on  this  point,  howeveron  minor  topics 
our  citizens  may  be  divided— on  this  point  the 
President  comes  forward  and  assumes  a  tone  and 
firmness  which  might  well  be  expected  to  unite 
all  varying  opinions.  Whatever  divisions  majr 
eotist  among  m  on  minor  subjects,  we  may  well 
expect  a  general  concurrence  in  meaMines  calcu- 
lated to  defend  our  rights.  Farther:  it  should 
be  I'ecoUected,  that  Executive  power  under  our 
Government  is  of  a  limited  nature.  We  all  know 
that,  lo  be  efficient,  it  must  be  sustained  by  the 
Legislature.  If,  then,  when  the  President  comes 
forward,  appealing  to  the  Legislature,  with  all  the 
influence  of  his  name  and  weigfht  of  argument, 
what  will  the  world  think,  if  you,  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people,  should  shrink  from  taking 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their 
righta?    I  hope  we  shall  not  exhibit  such  an  ex- 


ample of  hostility  to  the  Preaideat  of  the  Unv^d 
States,  in  a  matter  so  infinitely  important  to  out 
national  character  and  the  mainteoasee  of  peaot* 
if  Tou  do  nothing  oo  this  poiot,  it  is  evident  yoa 
will  do  nothing  effeetual  on  a»y  other  recom* 
mended  by  the  orinis  of  affairs;  aad  yon  will  pro- 
claim to  the  world  that,  notwiihstaoding  th« 
millions  of  which  you  are  plundered,  and  nol^ 
withstanding  the  loud  and  just  eomplaiott of  the 
violations  committed  on  yuur  rights,  you  are  de* 
termined  to  do  nothing.  If  so,  I  hope  geatWwMi 
will,  at  least,  agree  to  vote  that  we  are  no  laager 
an  mdependent  nation. 

Mr.  Nelsok. — It  is  trae,  air,  that  we  ha^e  been 
seven  weeks  in  session^  and  that  we  hare  noc  4m* 
cided  on  any  great  natioaal  question.  BtK  ifw 
had  been  in  session  seventy-seven  weeks,  mmd 
were  unprepared.  I  shoetd  vote  against  commg 
to  a  decision  on  ai>y  question,  however  important* 
Is  it  a  reason, because  we  have  been  seven  weeks  in 
session,  without  aeting  uoon  this  subject,  that  we 
should  now  decide  blindfoldly  on  a  queation  of 
more  importance  than  any  which,  for  a  consider^ 
ble  time  past,  has  presented  itself  for  our  consid- 
eration 1  Shall  we  do  it  merely  to  gratify  a  few 
gentlemen,  who  are  for  hnrryioff  us  into  the  ado^ 
tion  of  precipitate  measures?  It  ia  a  piece  of  re* 
spect  due  from  one  gentleman  to  another,  who  is 
not  prepared  to  vote  understand ingly  on  any  amh* 
jeer,  to  indulge  him  with  a  moderate  allowaoce 
of  time.  One  gentlemen  has  stated,  that  the  Sea* 
retary  of  War  made  certain  oommnnicatione  to 
the  Committee.  If  he  possesses  any  nsefoi  know* 
ledge  on  the  subject,  I  should  wish  it  communis 
cated  directly  to  the  Houne,  and  printed;  that 
every  gentlemati  may  stand  on  eq«ai  ^ronnd.  I 
will  ask  how  many  ports  aad  harbors  tt  is  neoes* 
sary  to  protect?  Where  they  lie?  HoW'tnenrf 
men  it  will  take  to  fortify  them,  and  the  nnmbee 
of  guns  necessary  for  themi  Have  we  any  in* 
formation  on  these  points?  Is  any  geatlenMiii 
on  this  floor  ready  to  say  he  possesses  it  ?  Per- 
haps the  Secretary  of  War  isacqoainted  with  all 
these  details.  It  is  his  dutv  to  possess  theas,  and 
no  doubt  he  does  possess  them.    But  I  should  be 

f'lad  to  have  them  laid  before  the  Legislat»re« 
t  is  not  necessary  for  me  at  this  time  to  gite  aft 
opinion  on  the  proposed  measore.  It  will leyeMd 
on  the  information  I  shall  receive  whether  i shall 
approve  of  the  expenditure  of  a  doUan  My  vote 
will  depend  on  this.  Ave  the  people  prepared  «o 
expend  millions,  to  guard  as^inst  that  which  iaa^ 
be  but  an  imaginary  evil  ?  Is  our  Treasdty  i^ 
such  a  situation,  as  to  authorize  our  appropiiat* 
ing  millions  for  the  protection  of  harboi^  whose 
situation  we  know  not  ?  I  wish  to  see  the  esti- 
mates. If  the  thing  can  be  effected  by  theexpea- 
diture  of  a  moderate  sum,  I  may  agree  to4t ;  hot  if 
the  sum  requited  shall  be  so  enormous  as  not  oaty 
to  eat  up  our  existing  reventie,  but  to  require  new 
burdens,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  dollar.  We  know 
that  the  House  has  already  appopriated  a  con- 
siderable sum ;  more  than  it  will  probably  have 
at  its  disposal;  aad  that  they  haver^sed  to  eon- 
tinue  a  certain  tax.  I  will  aslt-*-^*- 
Mr.  Maoor  (Speaker)  was  sotff  to  tatdtmpt 
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tke  gentkiDtn,  bot  he  wooiti  submit  whether,  in 
ike  reoMrks  he  hacTjust  made,  he  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Nelson. — I  apprehend  that  in  the  remarks 
which  1  have  jast  made,  I  hare  not  yet  been  out 
0^  order.  If  the  Committee,  or  the  Chairman 
aeir  so,I  will  stand  corrected. 

The  Chairman. — The  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Mr,  Nblson. — 1  sar  that  it  is  incurabeut  on  us, 
if  we  eoosider  oorselres  as  the  true  Repretenta- 
tires  of  ike  people,  before  we  lav  an  enormous  tax 
m  tbem,  to  be  sure  that  it  will  be  of  some  use. 
Sttppoae  we  appropriate  now  fire  millions  to  the 
proiectioQ  of  our  harbors,  dbc.,  and  shall  be  told, 
after  these  are  expended,  that  ten  millions  more  are 
Deecvarjr  to  complete  their  protection.  Are  the 
veeph  of  the  United  States  in  a  situation  to  pay 
mceo  miUioDs  for  this  purpose  ?  With  the  geo- 
tleoMD  from  Oeurgia,  I  am  for  havinnf  correct  m- 
formation  before  I  take  a  step  in  this  business.  If 
a  som  Dot  burdensome  to  the  people  will  do,  1 
may  rote  for  it ;  but  if  the  sum  necessary  shall  be 
so  efHMTBioa^  as  to  subject  them  to  a  heary  burden, 
I  wUl  not  rote  a  dollar.  The  gentleman  from 
Coonecticot  has  brought  forward  a  powerful  ar- 
gameBt,  by  asking  us  if  we  will  not  do  that  which 
the  President  recommends  to  rnt  7  How  long  the 
konorabie  gentleman  has  felt  this  respect  for  the 
Presiifeot,  I  know  not ;  but  for  myself  I  answer, 
I  woold  not  rote  for  what  I  thought  wrong,  though 
leewDmeDded  by  the  President.  If  the  President 
sboold  recommend  what  I  think  a  burden  on 
the  people,  I  should  hold  up  both  my  hands  against 
it,  aa  I  his  recommendation  would  be  no  induce- 
meot  with  me  to  faror  it.  So  far  as  I  think  his 
reeommendatbn  accords  with  the  good  of  the  com- 
puoitf,  I  am  for  supporting  it.  When  I  think  it 
iojorioo^i  I  must  rote  affain»t  it.  I  hope  the  Com- 
■Hliee  win  rise ;  and  f  appeal  to  the  candor  of 
gratlenieo,  whether  it  is  not  right  and  friendly  to 
allow  80«De  little  time  to  those  who  declare  them- 
salres  aoinformed  oa  the  subject 

Mr.  Smilii.— >I  am  well  pleased  tbe  subject  has 
beea  th«B  brought  before  the  Committee,  as  it  af- 
fords tbe  first  opportunity  we  hare  had  of  know- 
ia^  tbe  opiaioos  of  each  other  on  it.  I  am  of 
opioion  tiiat  our  time  will  not  be  ill-spent,  in  pro- 
eeeding  further  io  this  discussion,  although  I  snail 
vltiaMtely  be  in  farur  of  tbe  Committee's  rising. 
Onulemen  were  not  correct  when  they  told  us, 
that  although  we  had  sat  seren  weeks,  we  had 
dooe  Bothiog  with  regard  to  the  differences  of  the 
Uaited  States  with  foreign  nations.  I  beliere  we 
Ittre  done  something,  and  1  trust  that  it  will  prore 
essential.  There  is  one  strong  reaspn  on  my  mind 
why  we  should  not  decide  now  on  the  subject  be- 
fove  us.  This  relates  to  the  ground  on  which  we 
may  decide  this  question,  f  mean  a  subject  not 
yet  brought  forward,  [the  conduct  of  Briuin,]  in 
relauoo  to  which  it  was  my  wish  to  hare  made  a 
motion  before  we  entered  on  tbe  business  now 
under  consideration.  From  the  issue  of  that  bu3i- 
aessy  we  may  be  able  to  decide  what  will  be  ne- 
cessary io  this.  If  it  shall  be  thought  necessary 
to  go  to  war,  one  system  of  measures  will  be  ne- 
cessary. If  it  shall  be  determined  to  pursue  a  dif- 
foeot  coarse,  a  difi^reat  systani  will  be  required. 
9lh  Con.  —13 


Our  minds  must  remain  in  a  doubtful  state  until 
this  decision  is  made.  The  subject  now  before 
us  regards  principally  one  nation.  What  do  we 
complain  ofl  A  riolation  of  our  neutral  rights. 
And  yet  that  subject  is  not  at  present  before  us. 
If  on  that  subject  we  are  determined  to  pursue 
peaceable  measures,  our  course^  will  l)e  rery  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  would  follow  from  our  as- 
suming a  warlike  attitude.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
best  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and  this  busi- 
ness be  suspended  till  we  shall  decide  on  the 
ground  we  mean  to  take  with  that  nation.  I  will 
go  farther  and  say.  that  it  is  not  thy  opinion  that 
we  are  in  that  unhappy  state  that  will  oblige  us  to 
go  to  war  with  her,  and  if  this  shall  appear  to  be 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  House,  it  may  sare 
us  from  a  great  expenoiture  on  the  object  now 
under  considenitioD. 

Mr.  Maoon. — I  a^ree  with  the  gentleman  from 
(Georgia  in  thepopriety  of  the  Committee's  rising. 
We  are  called  upon  tor  9150,000,  and  for  other 
sums.  In  requiring  time  fbr  information,  the  gen- 
tleman demaniis  nothing  which  I  think  unfair,  or 
that  can  prore  injurious.  Were  I  satisfied  myself 
with  the  report,  on  so  important  a  question,  I  would 
not  refuse  time  to  others  to  sati>fy  themselres. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  make  others  give  rotes  be- 
fore they  are  prepared  ?  Is  it  proper  thus  to  spend 
the  money  of  the  nation  ?  With  regard  to  the 
expense  or  a  74-gun  ship,  we  are  furnished  on  that 
subject  with  an  estimate.  So,  with  regard  to  the 
expense  of  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors,  may 
not  the  Secretary  of  War  gire  a  similar  estimate? 
It  would  not,  it  is  true,  be  binding  upon  us,  but  it 
would  be  the  information  of  a  man  whose  duty 
it  is  to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject,  and  who 
I  beliere  to  be  well  informed.  Let  him  gire  us 
this  information,  and  we  shall  then  be  well  enough 
informed  to  judge  for  ourselves.  Let  us  see  tbe 
whole  length  of  the  route  before  we  begin  the 
joorney ;  before  we  underuke  it  let  us  be  satisfied 
we  can  perform  it.  In  this  way  we  shall  take  the 
most  direct  course,  and  the  business  will  be  sooner 
done  than  by  voting  on  it  at  present.  The  Com- 
niittee  have  given  us  an  estimate  of  tbe  expense 
of  building  a  seventy-four.  On  this  subject  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion,  so  also  is  there  with  re- 
gard to  defending  tne  port  of  New  York.  On  this 
point  the  head  of  the  War  Department  may  be 
able  to  decide.  He  probably  may  have  had  an 
examination  made  into  the  |M>ssibility  of  defend- 
ing it.  He  mav  poMibly  be  of  opinion,  that  it 
may  be  defended  by  fortifications  supported  by  a 
naval  armament.  Before,  however,  we  take  any 
steps,  I  hope  we  shall  get  all  the  information  we 
can.  I  hare  seen  such  a  crisis  as  this  before ;  and 
if  tbe  statute  books  be  consulted,  it  will  be  found 
that  at  least  seren  weeks  were  then  suffered  to 
elapse  before  anvthin^  material  was  done.  I  am 
not  of  opinion  tnat  it  is  sound  policy  to  pass  laws 
as  fant  as  we  can.  On  the  contrary,  1  believe  the 
less  legislation  the  better.  As  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  President,  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland.  lam  not  sent  here  to  obey 
hift  mandates,  or  to  carry  into  effect  what  he  re- 
commends; bat  to  obey  the  judgtoent  which  Qod 
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ffsve  DM,  and  that  I  shall  do  whoerer  is  President. 
Is  the  $150,000  contem plated  only  as  an  entering 
wedge  into  this  business  ?  The  same  thing  was 
attempted  once  before ;  but,  then,  to  use  an  appro- 

griate  expression,  the  thin^;  would  not  mauL  I 
ope  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  the  subject  be 
recommitted.  I  hope  the  select  committee  who 
brought  in  this  resolution  will  agree  to  this  course. 
They  have  had  a  full  communication  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  it.  If  they  are  satisfied, 
ebarity  and  good  neighborhood  shpuld  induce 
Ibem  to  allow  the  same  priYilege  to  others ;  par- 
ticiUarly  as  it  is  agreed  that  this  subject  is  of  more 
importance,  and  may  interest  the  people  in  a  higher 
degree,  than  any  other  which  can.  come  bSore 
the  House  this  session. 

Mr.  DAWsoif.-^An  appeal  is  made  to  oar  can* 
dor,  which  I  am  sorry  I  am  unable  to  comply  with, 
and  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken,  has  but  little  reason  to  make.  Every 
gentleman  of  the  House  n-ill  recollect  that  on 
the  first  topic  of  the  Message,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman declared  that  he  was  not  for  doing  any 
thing,  and  yet  he  now  calb  for  information.  I 
do  presume  that  this  information  can  have  no  in- 
fluence on  his  mind.  To  what,  then,  are  we  to 
ascribe  his  desire  for  it,  but  from  his  wish  that 
nothing  may  be  done  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson) 
aays  that  if  the  sum  required  for  the  defence  of 
our  ports  and  harbors  will  be  enormous,  he  shall 
he  against  it,  but  if  otherwise,  he  may  be  in  fa- 
Tor  of  it.  That  geatieman  will  see  in  the  re- 
solution that  the  sum  contemplated  to  be  ex- 
pended is  only  $150,000,  and  that  therefore  it  can 
eperate  no  additional  burden  on  the  people. 
These  words,  indeed,  sound  very  well;  gentle- 
Men  may  talk  of  burdens  imposed  on  the  people, 
hut  they  know  that  this  measure  cannot  produce 
any  new  burdens. 

Mr.  Macok.— When  I  was  np  before,  I  expli- 
ettly  said  that  I  should  confine  myself  to  the 
question  under  debate.  I  have  no  objection  to 
say  that  I  am  against  the  resolution ;  not  mean- 
ing, however,  to  say  that  facts,  which  may  be  at 
present  unknown  tame,  may  not  induce  me  here- 
after to  alter  my  opinion ;  but  I  confined  myself 
to  the  resolution  onder  consideration. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  gentlemen  mtist 
confine  themselves  to  the  question  before  them. 

Mr.  N.  Williams.— Having  been  on  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  in  the  report,  and  obtained 
satisfactory  information  myself,  1  should  be  very 
sorry  to  deny  the  same  information  to  others. 
Indeed,  the  turn  of  the  discussion  seems  to  require 
more  information.  As  I  before  said,  the  commit- 
tee did  not  go  into  an  extensive  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. They  thought  it  only  necessary  at  present 
to  provide  for  the  repair  of  decayed  fortifications, 
and  the  fitting  up  some  additional  guns.  The 
sum  reported  was  not  with  a  view  to  erect  new 
fortifications.  This  every  one  will  perceive  to  be 
unattainable  by  so  small  an  appropriation,  when 
he  considers  the  numerous  ports  and  harbors  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbill.^!  would  not  trouble 


the  committee  with  a  single  word,  were  it  not  foe 
the  impression  attempted  to  be  produced,  that 
those  who  call  for  information  wish  to  do  nothing. 
I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  committee  wlu> 
differ  from  other  members  as  to  proper  measures 
to  be  pursued,  will  not  therefore  be  considered 
less  friendly  to  maintaining  our  rights,  or  aa  less 
ready  to  protect  them.  I  hope  that  merely  be- 
cause seven  weeks  have  elapsed,  without  adopCto^ 
any  effectual  measures^  we  shall  not  he  oonsidered 
as  hostile  to  their  adoption.  I  believe,  with  sonae 
gentlemen  who  have  aUeady  expf eased  their  seiH 
timents,  that  we  have  nol  sufficient  informalkca 
to  act  upon.  The  only  question  is,  whether  tve 
shall  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  prolco- 
tion  of  our  ports  and  harbors.  It  is  not  wbeUieff 
we  shall  protect  them,  as  that  is  already  provided 
for  by  law.  Byr  an  act  passed  in  tbe  year  1794^ 
the  President  is  authorized  to  protect  oaitaia 
specified  harbors.  Before  I  make  aa  appropria-^ 
tion,  I  wish  to  know  what  has  been  done  under 
thb  law ;  and  to  know  the  opinions  of  well  in- 
formed persons  as  to  its  effect.  If,  on  correct  in- 
formation, it  appears  that  they  can  be  protected 
by  the  appropriation  of  a  reasonable  sum,  I  have 
no  objection  to  grant  it ;  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  9150,000  will  answer  any  reasonable  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Cook. — Although  I  am  in  favor  of  the  re* 
solution,  yet  I  am  also  in  favor  of  the  CommiUee 
rising,  as  I  believe  the  information  we  shall  re- 
ceive will  unite  every  member  of  the  House  in 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  just  rose  to  explain  some 
remarks  which  had  udlen  from  him,  that  had 
been  misunderstood.  When  he  alluded  to  a  par- 
ticular business,  he  had  referenee  to  nothing  of  a 
secret  nature.  Some  time  since  a  subieot  (rela- 
tive to  the  invasion  of  neutral  rights  by  British 
cruisers)  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  ought,  in  his  opinion,  never  te 
have  been  referred  to  that  committee,  h,  invol- 
ved a  great  national  question,  which  vras  nreperly 
the  province  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whokon  the 
state  of  the  Union.  From  the  deranged  state  of 
the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  three  meas- 
bers  being  absent,  nothing  could  be  done  im  the 
business.  His  wish  was  to  discharge  them  ikom 
the  further  consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  DANA.-^If  I  understand  the  subject  la  tlie 
same  light  with  some  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed their  sentiments,  I  should  a^rce  to  tke 
rising  of  the  Committee.  They  ooasi^r  ic  as  a 
question  of  the  sum  which  we  shall  now  appro- 
priate for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbon«  I 
consider  it  as  the  simple  question,  whether  we  are 
disposed  to  appropriate  anything  towards  that 
purpose.  With  regard  to  the  proper  stun  to  be 
appropriated,  I  allow  that  we  want  information. 
I  admit  that  we  want  information,  not  only  oa  this 
so^ect,  but  likewise  on  some  others  of  no  so&all 
importance.  But  I  consider  this  Committee  as 
having  now  the  general  principle  before  them, 
and  I  did  suppose,  that  on  the  general  prinelple 
we  should  all  agree.  I  applaud  the  independe 
Maryla   '      -  *•     ■  - 


of  the  gentleHien  firom  ] 
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olinm  I  boldiBji^  the  opiomw  thef  do^  their  ooo* 

duct  is  eertrnmlv  correct,    fiat  when  the  Preei* 

dent  rveommeDdecl  the  takiog  a  firm  and  manly 

stut«de^  1  did  consider  his  reeommeDdation  a 

acroag  ^ffmiNnt  for  the  prompt  co*operatioQ  of 

the  Legtmtttre.    For,  in  wbaterer  different  lights 

diftrent  gentlemen  may  be  disposed  to  consider 

cbe  character  of  tke'BiecQtive,  eren  his  enemies 

iafe  Berer  charged  him  with  a  disposition  to 

tike  measores  of  too  warlike  a  nature.    But  it  is 

said  we  hare  not  fands.    The  President,  bow** 

arer,  has  inlbrmed  tw,  that  affcr  meeting  all  the 

eidlnary  demands  of  the  Qoyerament,  a  miHiofi 

will  remain  anapfiropriated.    We  haire  heard  in 

this  debate  of  miNions  appropriated^  but  1  may 

say,  no  millioos  haTe  been  appropnated.    The 

mtdy  appropriation  we  hare  made,  is  to  supply 

the  deoeiencT  in  the  naval  appropriatioB  for  the 

last  year.    I  naTe  been  charged  with  saying  we 

haTe  done  nothing.    I  did  not  say  we  have  done 

nothing,  1  only  said  we  had  not  published  aoy- 

tiuBff  which  we  hare  done    ' 

The  Cbaiemam  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Daiia  said  a  few  words  more  against  the 
rising  of  the  Committee,  obeerriag  that  the  most 
deeisireargomeot,  perhaps,  in  favorof  the  motion, 
was  their  hariag  passed  the  usual  hoar  of  adjoom- 


Bir*  BLHEii.-*Though  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
joamment  \a  at  hand,  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  rise.  I  am  always  for  giriag  information 
when  it  can  be  of  any  use ;  but  on  a  general 
principle  like  that  under  consideration,  we  surely 
caoBot  waat  information.  The  only  question  be- 
Ibre  us  is,  whether  we  shall  adopt  one  feature  of 
nacioaai  defence,  by  fortifying  out  harbors.  The 
oomoittee  have  proposed  three  modes  of  defence, 
ni  which  this  is  one.  Gtontlemea  say  it  is  neoes- 
sarr  to  know  what  partictdar  harbors  are  suscep- 
tible of  defence.  &ai  surely  tbej  may  say  whe« 
tiier  tber  will  do  anything,  before  thev  are  ac- 
qvataced  with  all  these  details.  It  is  only  the  ab^ 
stnwt  question,  whether  we  will  do  anything,  that 
is  BOW  before  us. 

Mr.  Fiac—1  hope  the  Commtttee  will  rise.  I 
was  one  of  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  re- 
port, asd  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  now  under 
eoasidemtion.  I  think  unanimity  desirable  on 
thta  sobjeet,  and  altboa^  we  hare  been  seven 
weeks  here  without  acang  upon  it,  yet  I  think 
it  best  to  delay  it  for  a  short  timc^  to  insure  that 
WMBifliity  which  will  be  an  efllment  instrument 
in  oor  fiivor.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  we  have 
done  nothinff.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  to 
aachofize  a  detachmeat  of  one  hundred  thousand 
imlite  is  a  mere  thing  on  paper.  I  am  prepared 
to  say  diat  if  oar  enemies  shoald  invade  us,  we 
are  able  to  drive  them  out  of  Canada,  Nova  Seo^ 
tin.  the  Ftoridas,  and  every  foot  of  mund  tbey 
hoM  on  the  continent*  I  hope  that  the  Commit- 
tee will  risej  and  that  everf  source  of  information 
will  be  explored,  that  we  may  insure  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  and  carried— -yeas  86. 

The  CeauBtttee  now  atcocdingly  laee,  and  the 


Chairman  reported  that  they  had  come  to  no  rtoo- 
lutioa. 

Mr.  EiLMLT  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report,  with  a  view  of  reJerrioff  it  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instxactions  to  mute  the  inquiry 
he  had  stated. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  suggested  that  the  most  cor* 
rect  and  tuual  oocnrse  was  for  the  House,  and  not 
a  select  committee,  to  call  en  the  Presidoit  for 
information. 

Mr.  E^KLT  declared  himself  obliaed  to  the  gei»- 
tleman  for  his  suggestion,  and  wiuidrew  his  ma* 
tion,  with  the  view  of  moving  in  the  House  the 
resolution  to  the  efieet  he  had  slated. 

Wbonbedat,  January  24 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  risht  of 
pre-emption  as  occupants  of  certain  public  lands, 
m  the  said  Territory,  which  they  have  severally 
improved  and  settled. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  prav- 
ing  a  donation  of  lands  for  the  education  ot  youth, 
in  the  said  county;  that  all  surveys  of  the  public 
lands,  required  by  law,  may  be  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expense;  and  that  persons  holding  certificates, 
of  certain  descriptions,  for  lands,  may,  under  pro- 
per restrictions,  be  entitled  to  receive  patents 
therefor. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
fifth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  aa 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com* 
pensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives;  which  was  read  twice  and  coo^ 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday- 
next. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactuces*  to  whom  was  re- 
conuniued  on  the  twentieth  instant,  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond  in  case  of  drawback,  and  for  other  pmppose^ 
reported  an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committot  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Revoked,  Thtt  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Doorkeep- 
er, each,  as  a  compensation  for  their  extra  servioes«. 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  said 
resolution  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  twenty-second  instant,  to  the  bill  to  extend 
jurisdiction  m  certain  cases  to  the  State  judges 
and  State  courts;  and  the  said  amendments,  being 
twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were  agreed  to  by 
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The  bill  was  then  further  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and,  together  with  the  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
on  Mondav  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  fourth  of  December  last,  sundry 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  Mississippi  Ter 
ritorv,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  so 
mach  thereof  as  relates  to  the  lands  of  the  United 
Slates ;  and,  that  so  mach  of  the  petitions  and 
memorials  aforesaid  as  relates  to  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lsnds. 

Mr.  Qa  AT  offered  the  following  resolution^  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolved^  That  any  member  of  this  Hoase,  who 
shall  in  fiitare  accept  of,  solicit,  or  enter  into  any  con- 
tract for  the  expenditure  of  any  money  tppropriated  by 
law  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  conse- 
cuence  thereof  be  disqualified  from  a  seat  in  this 
House. 

Tne  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
00  ihe  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  so  far  as  relates 
to  imposing  a  duty  ou  tonnage  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Charleston. 

Mr.  Mabion  supported,  and  Mr.  Cbownin- 
8BIELD  opposed  the  bill ;  when  the  Committee  rose 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again,  to  allow  time  for  printing  some  docu- 
ments illustrative  of  the  subject. 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

Mr.  Early. — I  rise  to  comply  with  the  prom- 
ise I  made  yesterday.  I  have  waited  some  time 
before  offering  this  resolution,  in  the  hope  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. Dawson)  might 
have  taken  his  seat  in  the  House.  I  regret  that 
lie  has  not  taken  hb  seat ;  as  I  should  wish  him 
to  be  present  at  the  time  of  offering  the  resolu- 
tions which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  1 
will  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
eaose  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any  information 
irhieh  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
nent,  relative  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  fortifi- 
cations which  may  have  been  erectad  within  the  seve*- 
tal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States ;  and  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  which  has  been  expended  on  each, 
as  well  as  the  probable  expense  of  completing  the  same ; 
and  also  any  information  of  which  said  Department 
may  be  possessed  relative  to  the  practicability  of  defend- 
ing, by  land  batteries,  such  porta  and  harbors  as  have, 
by  any  fontter  law,  been  directed  to  be  fortified. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  cause  to  be  laid  before 
&is  House  a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  money 
which  has  been  disbursed  on  account  of  the  navy  in 
each  year,  since  ita  establishment,  and  stating  particu- 
larly the  cost  of  each  firigate. 

Before  I  offer  these  resolutions.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  observations  in  explana- 
tion of  some  things  said  by  me  yesterday,  and  the 
replies  made  to  them  by  several  gentlemen.  lob- 
served  that  we  w«Te  not  possessed  of  that  kind  of 
information  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolu- 
tion then  under  consideration,  that  would  enable 


us  to  form  a  correct  and  judicious  decision  on  it; 
that  we  had  no  data  on  which  to  estimate  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  proposed  measures,  or  their  efficacy, 
if  adopted.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  intimat- 
ing a  doubt  of  their  efficacy,  I  did  not  mean  to  bt 
understood  as  doubting  the  physical  possibility 
of  so  fortifying  our  porta  and  harbors  by  land  bat^ 
teries  as  to  afford  them  an  effectual  proteciioa. 
But  1  meant  to  say  that  such  was  their  physical 
situation  as  to  require  a  quantuni  of  reveooe  be- 
yond the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  it  is  completely  in  our  power  to  defend 
New  York  and  our  other  harbors,  if  we  only  pos- 
sess the  pecuniary  means.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  might  with  ease,  make  a  Oronstadt  of  it,  but 
I  doubt  whether  any  gentleman  of  the  House 
could  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  princinle  whicJi 
has  prevailed  at  Oronstadt  and  other  places,  and 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  would  carry  us.  I  douU 
whether  any  gentleman  would  be  prepared  to 
adopt  the  course  pursued  by  the  French  Qovern- 
ment,  with  regard  to  Cherbourg,  and  along  her 
coast ;  a  course  which,  after  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
they  wereoblig*'d  to  suspend,  from  the  inadequacy 
of  their  resources. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  or  two  other  additional 
thingH,     When  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  ob- 
taininfir  information,  it  was  said,  that  my  object 
was  evidently  procrastination  ;  that  it  was  unbe- 
coming in  the  House,  after  so  much  time  bad 
been  already  con»umed,  to  attempt  further  pro* 
crastination ;  for  the  sentiment  of  the  nation  was 
before  us ;  it  dictated  our  eottf8e,and  if  we  hesi- 
tated to  pursueit,  the  publicindifffiation  would  light 
upon  us.    In  mv  opinion,  all  that  can  be  deduced 
from  what  has  been  denominated  the  aentiment 
of  the  nation,  in  this  and  other  cases,  is  this :  that 
in  this  country,  where  the  Government  axd  the 
nation  are  the  same,  the  nation  will  repose  its 
confidence  in  the  Gk>remment,  and  pledge  them- 
selves to  support  those  measures  which  the  Chw* 
emment  may  adopt.    All,  then,  that  follows  isi 
that  the  ration  will  repose  its  confidence  on  Ma, 
as  on  other  trying  occasions,  in  the  GkiveromenL 
But  does  it  follow  tliat,1>eeause  the  nation  reposes 
unlimited  confidence  in  this  Qoveroment,  that  cbe 
latter  is  to  rush  blindfoldedly  into  measures  witli* 
out  a  mature  consideration  of  them  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, I  apprehend,  in  proportion  to  this  confidence, 
there  is  a  responsibility  in  the  Government  not  to 
abuse  it ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  high  degree  of 
confidence  reposed  in  this  instance  in  iheGtovera- 
ment,  weouffht  not  to  doubt,  because  theexperieoce 
of  former  times  protres  it, that  when  thisconfidenee 
shall  be  abused,  the  people  will  revoke  it.     In  my 
opinion,  at  thn  time,  we  are  more  bound  to  be 
cautious  in  exercising  the  powers  remised  in  as, 
than  those  who,  in   former  times,  held  the  reins 
of  GU)vernment;  becauKC  they  had  not  the  expe- 
rience that  we  have,  and  because  the  lesson  ex- 
hibited on  that  occasion,  shows  that  confidence^ 
improperly  used,  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  people. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  be  understood  as  intimat- 
ing that  it  is  our  du»y.  without  inquiring  into  th« 
extent  or  the  grounds  on  which  we  proceed,  to 
embark  headlong  into  any  meaaores  which  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


893 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


394 


Janoaby,  1806. 


Defence  of  Pori9  and  Harhon. 


H.OFR. 


President  may  reeommend,  and  wtiicb  ihey  may 
coDsider  the  eoofidence  of  the  people  pledged  to 
mppoit? 

With  regard  to  the  second  resolution,  I  will  add 
a  word  or  two.  The  report  oq  which  this  dis* 
casstoo  ia  founded,  although  I  believe  not  so  io* 
leaded,  ia  calculated  to  he,  as  I  apprehead,  a 
deeof.  If  we  adopt  it.  we  shall  first  begin  with  a 
imali  appropriation,  aod  we  shall  afterwards  be 
called  upon  to  go  tne  whole  length  that  shall  be 
deemed  necessary  to  carry  the  measures  we  shall 
have  taken  into  lull  and  complete  effect ;  and  we 
akall  be  told,  unless  weappropriate  enough  money 
to  carry  them  into  this  full  and  complete  effect,  all 
that  we  hare  done  will  be  lost.  Sir,  we  have 
aom«  warning  monuments  against  punoiiog  such  a 
policT.  It  I  am  not  mistaken,  this  Tery  House  in 
whicQ  we  legislate  is  one  of  these  warning  mon- 
uments; the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  harbors 
is  another;  and,  unless  I  much  mistake,  the  ap- 
propriations which  we  have  heretofore  made  for 
our  naval  armaments  isaUo  an  awful  warning.  It 
is  to  guard  against  being  decoyed  into  such  a  coo- 
duet  that  I  now  offer  these  resolutioas.  It  is,  that 
"we  may  see  the  whole  ground  before  us ;  and  that, 
in  the  language  of  the  honorable  BpfUkKBR,  we 
may  see  the  whole  extent  of  the  road.  It  is  true, 
thfi  Commitiee  has  given  us  the  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  a  seventy-four  gun-ship*  An  estimate! 
yea,  sir,  a  naval  estimate  1  And  is  it  come  to  this? 
after  the  experience  of  this  country  in  naval  af- 
fairs, that  this  House  is  to  proceed  on  a  naval  es- 
timate.  I  hope  not ;  I  hope  we  shall  have  some- 
thing more  substantial ;  that  we  shall  have  the 
ai^aal  cost,  and  not  a  mere  estimate. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith. — As  the  House  is  not  much 
pressed  in  point  of  time,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be 
je^rretted  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has,  on 
ihis  occasion,  given  us  a  long  speech ;  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  he  did  not  feel  the  want  of  in- 
IbroMitioD  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Dana. — It  in  unfortunate  that  the  honorable 
^otleman  from  Georgia  should  assume  a  cause 
cither  too  feeble  to  be  sustained,  or  that  it  should 
be  addressed  to  a  body  that  he  imagines  incapa- 
ble of  feeling  the  force  of  argument.    I  presume 
tbat  in  dectdinjron  measures  in  tnis  House,  the  mo- 
ti  ves  of  particular  gentlemen  are  not  to  guide  our 
•deliberations;  but  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  mea- 
aurea  themselves,  and  if  they  can  be  supported  by 
atroag  and  fair  argument,  no  gentleman  would 
tbiok  of  appealing  to  our  passions  for  their  sup- 
port.   Whatever  may  have  been  my  opinion  on 
the  general  course  of  measures  pursued  by  the 
present  Administration,  is  not  now  the  question. 
The  only  inquiry  proper  i^  us  to  pursue,  relates 
to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  before  us.   On  the 
general  subject  of  information,  if  the  gentleman 
really  desires  to  obtain  it,  there  can  be  no  excep- 
tion to  the  call,  however  we  may  regret  its  not 
baving  been  made  earlier.    When  we,  yesterday, 
-considered  the  report,  it  was  in  the  general  prin 
•^ipie  whether  any  fortifications  should  be  erected 
or  repaired,  without  undertaking  to  say  to  what 
-extent  the  DUniness  should  go.    I  think  we  have 
abundant  information  to  justify  our  voting  on  this 


principle,  although,  when  we  descend  into  the 
details,  we  may  require  more  particular  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Early. — I  have  but  a  word  of  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  first  addressed 
jrou,  who  has  expressed  his  regret  at  my  not  haT-* 
ing  made  an  earlier  call  for  this  information ;  and 
that  is,  that  I  have  made  the  call  as  early  as  the 
subject-matter  of  the  report  came  into  discussion* 
It  was  never  before  yesterday  discussed,  and,  at 
the  earliest  period  of  the  debate^  I  avowed  my 
want  of  information. 

[Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMa,  Cuirk,  and  Crowniic- 
8HIBL0,  on  the  amendments  subsequently  made 
in  the  details  of  the  resolution.] 

When  Mr.  Dawson  said  thatj  not  being  in  the 
House  at  the  time  these  resolutions  were  offered, 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  heard  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  mover  in  support  of  them.  He 
must^  however,  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  it 
was  made  the  annual  duty  of  the  Secreiarv  of  the 
Navy,  which  duty  he  pertormed,  to  lay  before  the 
House  these  several  items  of  information,  called 
for  by  the  resolutions.  He  could  therefore  only 
consider  delay  as  the  effect  they  were  calculated 
to  produce.  The  simple  resolution  before  the 
committee  yesterday  was^  do  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States  require  protection  ?  Has  not 
every  gentleman  declared  this  to  be  the  faei  ?  Has 
it  not  been  enforced  by  every  paper  in  the  United 
States  ?  Does  not  every  day's  mail  bring  us  the 
public  sentiment?  and  is  it  not  likewise  enforced 
by  the'first  authority  in  the  nation  ?  The  general 
necessity  of  the  measure  can.  then,  adimt  of  no 
doubt.  The  next  question,  tnen,  is.  is  the  sum 
recommended  by  the  committee  too  larffe?  I  be- 
lieve, said  Mr.  D.,  every  gentleman  wul  concur 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  much  smaller  than 
was  expected.  If  tnese  are  facts,  what  can  the 
object  be,  but  further  delay  ?  It  can  only  be  one 
of  two  alternatives,  either  to  carry  the  resolutions 
calling  for  information,  and  thereby  from  the  time 
which  will  elapse  betore  it  can  oe  received,  to 
give  the  whole  business  the  go-by ;  or  it  must 
arise  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive 
in  the  disbursement  of  the  monejrs  appropriated. 
I  say  the  object  must  arise  from  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  two  causes.  I  hold  it  my  duty  here 
to  state  that  the  committee,  on  their  first  meetingi 
directed  their  chairman  to  write  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  infor- 
mation to  guide  their  decisions.  The  Secretary 
of  War  informed  us  that  the  inquiry  we  called  for 
could  not  be  given  in  less  than  seven  or  eight 
weeks,  and  I  venture  to  affirm  that,  if  the  resolu- 
tions are  agreed  to,  the  subject  will  not  be  taken 
up  again  for  that  length  of  time.  Is  this  the  wish 
of  irentlemen  ?  I  trust  that,  if  it  is  their  wish,  a 
majority  of  this  House  will  be  found  to  hold  dif- 
ferent opinions,  and  will  be  in  favor  of  proceed- 
ing without  delay,  in  a  business  so  interesting  to 
the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.— As  far  as  I,  a  fallible 
man.  can  understand  the  iofalUMe  ideas  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vifginia  (Mr.  Dawson)  I  musi 
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disclaim  iht  motives  be  ascribes  to  the  friends 
of  these  resolotions,  and  declare  my  total  igno- 
raoce  of  any  gentleman  being  influenced  byrthem. 
Surely  tluit  honorable  gentleman  is  not  so  devoid 
of  charity,  as  to  wish  me  to  vote  blindfolded  on  a 
subject  which  he  allows  to  be  highly  important 
What  are  the  verbal  communicauons  of  the  Se« 
cretary  of  War  to  me  ?  They  may  have  been 
satbfactory  to  the  committee  who  neard  them ; 
but  they  surely  cannot  enlighten  those  who  are 
altogether  unacquainted  with  them.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  nroceed  with  a  degree  of  precipitation 
that  will  oblige  us  to  act  blindfolded. 

Mr.  Early. — ^The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  told  us  that  the  very  infonnation  we  now  call 
for,  as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  first  resolution,  was 
verbally  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
•elect  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
could  not  have  offered  a  more  forcible  argument 
fbr  adopting  the  resolution.  What!  Is  this  House 
to  decide  on  the  private  information  of  a  head  of 
department,  given  to  a  committee,  when  that  in- 
fbnnation  too  is  verbal  ?  Is  this  the  way  in  which 
the  funds  of  the  nation  are  to  be  pledged  to  an  in- 
calculable extent,  in  the  furtherance  of  measures, 
whose  success  is  at  best  problematical  ?  I  pre- 
ftumc  not.  Before  they  are  adopted,  we  ought  to 
be  possessed  of  official  documents ;  and  if,  after 
we  have  acted  on  the  information  we  have  re- 
ceived, we  shall  find  it  incorrect,  we  shall  know 
whom  to  blame,  and  on  whom  to  fix  the  responsi- 
bility.  But  would  that  be  the  case,  when  informa- 
tion was  verbally  given  by  a  head  of  department  to 
a  committee  and  verbally  delivered  by  that  commit- 
tee to  the  House  1  Surely  not  Was  it  ever  heard 
efj  that  the  House  should  act  in  a  measure  of  such 
magnitude  on  the  verbal  communications  of  the 
hesd  of  a  department,  verbally  delivered  to  the 
House? 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  the  gentleman  was  mistaken 
In  point  of  fact.  He  had  not  said  a  word  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Early  begged  pardon  for  his  mistake. 
He  had,  however,  always  understood  a  gentle- 
man to  be  opposed  to  a  motion  when  he  spoke 
against  it. 

After  amending  the  resolution,  by  adding  after 
the  words,  within  the  United  States,  "the  terri- 
tories thereof,"  it  was  agreed  to— ayes  88 ;  when 
die  second  resolution,  was  also  agreed  to — ayes 
81,  alWr  insertinff  in  lieu  of  frigates,  "armed  ships 
or  other  vessels  built  or  purchased  on  account  of 
the  United  States,"  and  adding  to  the  resolution, 
''and  also  the  amount  of  mone3rs  that  has  been  ex- 
pended on  each  navy  yard." 

A  committee  of  two  members  was  then  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Mr.  Elliot. — I  am  very  happy  at  the  prospect 
ef  attaining  the  information  called  for  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  I  hope, 
before  we  have  a  final  decision  on  tne  report  of 
the  select  committee,  we  shall  obtain  some  fur- 
ther information.  Annexed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  I  find  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Navy,  of  the  expense  of  building  a  74,  and 


keeping  her  in  service)  and  an  estimate  of  tfaeUk* 
kind  relative  to  fi:unboats.  This  information  » 
very  valuable^  as  lar  as  it  goes.  I  do  not  perfectly 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Geonria,  as  to  the 
intrinsic  value  of  a  navy  estimate.  But  I  beliere 
we  ought  to  go  on  more  solid  ground  than  a  mvy 
estimate ;  and  when  our  selection  is  to  be  mad* 
from  various  plans  of  defence,  it  is  proper  to  ob* 
tain  an  estimate  of  the  relative  expeoee  of  eaek* 
It  may,  possibly,  be  the  intention  or  a  mi^oritjr  ^ 
this  House,  to  vote  several  millioas  for  the  bnild^ 
ing  of  74's — while  they  are  disposed  to  suffer  cmt 
present  navat  armament  to  remain  idle.  Thia 
may  be  the  view  of  a  maiority  of  this  House,  but 
I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  it  is.  Tbere  appe^ra 
to  me  to  be  a  chasm  in  the  details  called  for,  to 
fill  which  I  move  the  following  resolution: 

Retahed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Na^  be  <firecled 
to  lay  before  this  House  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
repairing,  and  of  the  annual  expense  of  manning,  and 
of  supporting  in  actual  service  tne  whole  of  the  fHgalea 
and  smaller  Teesels  of  war  bekmgfaig  to  the  UniteA 
States. 

Thia  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  that  believinj;  tke  informa^ 
tiou  called  for  in  the  resolution  just  agreed  to, 
could  not  be  had,  without  the  previous  lapsa  of  ik 
long  time,  and  considering  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, he  held  it  his  duty  to  move  that  the  Hoase 
should  affain  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  (^ 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

This  motion  having  prevailed«--ayea  GO— >Mr» 
Greoo  took  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  stated,  that  when  the  Comuiii^ 
tee  before  rose,  tbe  resolution  under  consideratioa 
was  for  appropriating  $190,000  for  the  better  pr»> 
tection  or  our  ports  and  harbors. 

Mr.  Thomas  renewed  the  moticn  to  strike  out 
this  sum,  in  order  to  leave  it  blank. 

Mr.  Conrao  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
to  act  in  this  business.  A  few  minutes  ago  we 
agreed  to  a  call  for  information,  and  now  we  ait 
required  to  give  a  vote  in  the  nark.  It  was  im* 
possible  for  him^  under  these  circumstances,  to  aet 
understandingly  on  the  subject.  He  must,  tfaete- 
fore,  move  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr.  Smilib  hoped  that  the  Committee  would 
rise,  and  that  the  business  would  be  postponed  for 
some  time.  He  thought,  from  the  beginning  of 
this  business,  they  had  been  proceeding  incorreetly  } 
that  they  should  be  going  on  in  measures  of  pro- 
tection, before  they  determined  on  the  propriety  af 
resorting  to  warlike  measures,  appeared  to  him  to- 
be  beginning  with  the  wrong  end  of  the  busiBess. 
If  they  determined  on  peaceable  measures,  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  gunboats,  or  the  defond- 
ing  our  ports  and  harbors.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
measures  of  war  were  adopted,  or  such  measarea 
as  would  lead  to  war,  there  might  be  this  neces- 
sity. 

I  do  not  said  Mr.  S.  certainly  know,  but,  as  te 
as  I  have  conversed  with  the  members  of  this 
House,  there  is  not  a  disposition  to  go  to  war* 
Why,  then,  pursue  war  measures?  1  hope  the 
House  will  not  be  of  opinion,  that  war  ia  neees- 
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Bsr^ ;  and,  if  M,  what  reason  is  there  at  present 

for  adc^ydiig  warlike  measores?    Why  go  into 

^l^ails,  irh<»e  fitness  must  depend  on  higher  mea- 

Mires  f    When  I  say  this,  I  assure  the  gentleman, 

tf  it  shall  be  necessary  to  take  measures  of  warj 

«r  Btajores  leading  to  it|  I  shall  be  willing  to 

aispt  effectual  measures     One  thing  is  certain. 

That  if  we  take  such  measures,  we  must  go  moch 

hrdaet  than  the  report  of  the  select  committee. 

Before  thn  great  question  is  decided,  the  determi- 

■atioB  of  all  smbordiaate  matters  will  be  aselees. 

I  therefore  think  it  best  that  the  Committee  should 

ttae,  and  that  the  subject  now  under  eoneideration 

aihould  be  laid  asleep  for  ^am.^  time. 

Theqoe8(i<m  being  taken,  the  Committee  agreed 
•nrne;  when  the  Chairman  xeported,  that  the  Com- 
aiictee  of  the  Whole  House  had  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration,  and  had  come  to 
so  resolution  thereon. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  Jannary  27. 

Mr.  Bloan,  from  the  committee  appointed  od  the 
twaity-second  instant,  presented  a  bill  layiog  a 
doty  on  slares  imported  into  any  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
m  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
tke  twenty-fourth  instant,  in  the  words  following 
to  wit: 

Ksssfeerf,  Thai  iSk»  Cletk  of  this  Hoqm  be  dtreetad 
la  pay,  oot  of  the  contiBgent  And,  the  sum  of  ^o 
limidved  doUan  to  the  dergeant-sA-AnDs,  and  two  hun- 
aied  doUais  to  the  DoorhMper  and  Aaartant  Beor- 
keeper,  each,  as  a  ciMapensation  ibr  their  catsa  ssrvkee 
d^rmg  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  oommitted 
lo  Mr.  LiiB,  Mr.  FtsK.  Mr.  Taiao^  Mr.  Sbavbb, 
and  Mr.  TnoaiAS. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Retolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  report  on  the 
eendition  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
Teaaelabelongiocto  the  United  States,  distinguish- 
iag  the  frigates  St  for  actual  serrice  j  distinguish' 
img  ouch  as  require  repair,  and  the  sum  neeeasary 
lor  repairing  each ;  and  distinguishing,  also,  such 
an  it  may  he  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
diflpose  of  rather  than  repair. 

A  petitbn  of  sundry  persons  holding  property 
ia  the  western  part  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  ot  Colombia,  and  residing  therein, 
wan  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  |>raying 
tiMt  Congress  najr  reject  etery  application  for 
kaeve  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  river  Potomac. 
Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Qeorge- 
town,  owners  of  |>roperty  in  the  western  part  of 
the  City  of  Washiogtoo,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  the  same  effect.    Also,  a  petition  of 
aundry  iohabitantoof  the  counties  of  Montgomery, 
Frederick,  Waehangtod,  and  Allegany,  in  the 
Bute  of  Maryland,  to  the  same  efiect.-^Referred. 

Mr.  CnowmiraaiBLn.  from  the  Committee  of 
Connaerce  and  ManunuuaveS)  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred, on  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  the  memorial 
of  the  I^iladelpbia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  declaring  the  coosent  of  Conaress  to 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens,  for  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  doty  on 
tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;''' 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Cottt' 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  iurisdiction,  in  ear* 
tain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,  waa 
read  the  third  tfuie,  and  passed. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  which 
lay  on  the  table,  to  repeal  the  act  to  authorise  the 
receipt  of  evidences  of  public  debt,  in  paymcat 
for  ute  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
pdrpoees,  relative  to  the  public  debt,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
sixteenth  instant^  without  amendment:  Where- 
upon, the  said  bill  was  amended  at  the  Clerk's 
taUe,  and,  together  with  the  amendments,  op> 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  td- 
morrow. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MnJTIA. 

An  engrossed  tdll  autboricing  a  detachment 
from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  TALLMAnoB,  of  Conoocticu^  said  he  had 
never  recolleeted  an  instance,  since  he  had  been 
htmored  with  a  seat  in  that  tloose,  when  a  quea- 
tion  of  equal  magnitude  with  the  present,  had 
passed  on,  from  the  report  which  WKs  first  mad*, 
to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and  thet«  haa 
acarcely  been  a  remark  submitted  to  the  House  to 
elucidate  or  justify  the  measure.  We  ha^e  b^ 
fore  us  a  bill  of  no  trifling  impoti;  H  provides  for 
organizing,  arming,  and  equipping,  a  military 
force  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  and  it  appro- 
priates two  miiUioo  of  doUan  to  enable  the  uoir- 
emment  to  briog  this  force  into  the  field.  Row 
this  bill  contemplates  some  serious  intentions  on 
the  nart  of  the  Cbvemment,  or  else  it  is  a  solemn 
mockery,  a  mere  political  farce.  At  any  rate,  wis 
shall  hereby,  if  the  bill  passes  into  a  law,  lock  up 
two  million  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  which 
mfust  remain  appropriated,  and  sequestered  from 
any  other  use,  however  urgent  and  pressing  the 
calls  of  our  country  may  be  from  any  other  quar- 
ter. Under  the  present  aspect  of  this  bill,  as  h 
has  been  presented  to  my  mind,  I  shall  be  eon- 
straibed  to  give  it  my  unequivocal  negative,  un- 
less some  gentleman  shall  be  able  to  remove  m^ 
objection  against  its  final  pasBage^  I,  therefore, 
take  the  liberty  to  call  on  the  honorabie  chairman 
of  the  committee,  who  reported  the  bill,  (Mr. 
Vahn OM,  of  MassachoBetts,)  to  state  to  the  House 
the  reasons  which  Induoad  aim  to  submit  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  and  to  request  of  him, 
for  my  particular  information,  to  answer  the  two 
following  queries,  viz : 

1st.  What  special  objects  are  to  b^answ^edby 
the  passage  of  this  bill? 

2d.  What  effect  will  such  a  law  have  ui)on  the 
militia  systems  of  the  different  States  in  the 
Union? 
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I  make  these  inquiries  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  who  reported  this  biH. 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  high  station  whieh  he 
holds  in  the  muitia  of  that  State;  and  from  a 
hope  that  he  has  fulljr  weighed  all  the  relative 
bearings  of  thin  bill,  with  the  advantages  and  io- 
conrenienees  thence  resulting,  that  he  may  be 
able  to  confirm  the  wavering,  and  to  satisfy 
those  who  doubt  respecting  the  provisions  of  this 
bill. 

In  the  public  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  Congress  on  the 
third  of  December  last,  we  are  informed  that  spo- 
liations are  committed  on  our  commerce  and  our 
seaipeo  are  impressed  on  the  high  seas;  while  ag- 
gressions aid  insults  are  offered  to  the  citizens  of 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi,  by 
the  regular  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King  of 
Spain.  Some  of  these  injuries  may  admit  of 
peaceable  remedy,  bat  some  of  them  are  of  a  na^ 
ture  to  be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may 
lead  to  it. 

From  the  fullest  examination  I  have  been  able 
to  make  of  this  public  document,  (and  I  lay  no 
claim  to  private  communications,)  1  can  discover 
but  one  point  on  which  this  great  military  force 
can  be  brought  to  bear.  Is  it  possible,  then,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (and  I  do  hope  that  the  honorable  chair- 
man  will  give  us  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,)  is  it 
possible,  I  say,  that  an  apporiionment  must  be 
made  on  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  from 
<}eorgia  to  the  District  of  Maine,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may  be  enabled  to  repel 
an  invasion,  or  chastise  an  insult  offered  to  oar 
citizens  within  the  district  of  Orleans?  If  this 
be  not  the  object,  the  inquiry  returns  with  re- 
doubled force — what  is  it  ?  Or,  are  we  to  con- 
clude that  all  this  parade  and  expense  is  to  form 
an  army  on  paper,  and  to  hold  out  to  the  world 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  our  national  honor 
and  dignity,  and  the  promptitude  and  vi^or  with 
which  we  are  readv  tu  defend  iti  Can  it  be  |>06- 
sible.  sir,  that  gentlemen  can  beseHoas  in  offering 
this  preposterous  parade  of  military  defei>ce,  when 
the  recommendation  of  the  Preiident,  and  the 
Toiceof  our  couniry,cail  so  imperiously  for  some- 
thing more  efficient?  Will  the  European  Pow- 
ers believe  that  you  are  In  sober  earnest,  when 
they  shall  read  the  provisions  of  this  bill  1  Will 
the  people  of  our  own  country  be  satisfied  with 
this  kind  of  military  farce  ?  The  former,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  not  be  deceived  by  it;  the  latter 
cannot  fail  to  be  disgusted  with  this  pitiful  parade. 
Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  the  military  de- 
fence which  our  present  circumstances  call  for,  it 
is  hardly  proper  tor  me  now  to  discuss  that  Ques- 
tion. If  the  difficulties  and  objections  which  so 
forcibly  press  upon  my  mind  can  be  obviated,  not- 
withstanding my  general  doubts  of  the  efficacy 
of  this  measure,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  on  your 
table. 

If  1  can  be  convinced  that  this  measure  is 
proper  and  necessary,  if  it  will  add  anything  to 
the  real  defence  of  our  country,  I  shall  be  one  of 
the  last  men  in  this  Hotise  to  refuse  it  any 
support. 


.1  as*k  again  of  the  honorable  Chairman,  afi4 
hope  he  will  give  us  an  answer — What  effect  will 
I  his  law  have  upon  the  militia  systems  of  tlw 
several  States  of  the  Union  ?  Bv  the  bill  ott 
your  table,  this  body  of  one  hundred  thoasand 
militia  is  called  a  detachment.  Now,  a  detacb^ 
meat  of  men,  according  to  the  ideas  which  I  bad 
obtained  in  the  {^evolutionary  war,  1  have  always 
considered  as  a  body  of  men  set  apart  or  detached 
for  a  special  purpose,  and  not  liable  to  be  assigned 
to  any  other  duty  until  that  service  was  per- 
formed. 

I  ask  again  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  bow 
far  such  a  detachment  i%  to  be  considered  as  saA« 
cient  for  the  period  contemplated  by  the  bill,  and 
what  will  be  iu  effects  on  the  remaining  body  of 
the  militia  ?  In  the  year  1797,  when  a  similar 
deuchment  was  made  and  apportioned  upon  tha 
several  States,  it  was  held  out  as  an  encoarage- 
ment  to  those  who  should  volunteer,  as  well  as 
those  who  should  be  draughted  for  the  service^ 
that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  perform 
other  military  services  during  the  period  for 
which  they  were  so  engaged.  Theconsequencea 
which  resulted  from  the  measure  were  very  inju- 
rious. The  principles  of  obedience  and  military 
subordination  in  tnis  draughted  corps  were  very 
much  laid  aside,  and  as  they  were  not  obliged  to 
appear  on  the  usual  muster  days,  they  lost  in  a 
great  measure  their  discipline — their  arms,  and 
their  uniforms,  through  neglect,  became  also  unfit 
for  use.  These  consequences  resulted  from  the 
scattered  situation  of  those  draughted  militia, 
whose  officers  could  not  convene  them  for  discip- 
line without  ^reat  trouble  and  expense.  There  ia 
another  consideration  which  has  weight,  in  mj 
mind.  During  the  period  for  which  this  detach- 
ment is  to  be  held  ready  for  service  (two  years)  a 
great  portion  of  the  men  will  have  changed  their 
condition  very  materially.  Some  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  human  nature  will  have  died — otheia 
will  remove  to  different  and  distant  places,  so  that 
it  will  be  impossible,  on  any  emergency,  to  assem- 
ble them.  I  would  appeal  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  who  advocates  this 
measure,  if  he  should  be  appointed  to  command 
the  deuchment  from  Massachusetts,  (and  I  co»> 
fess  I  do  not  know  a  more  proper  person  for  Che 
purpose)  whether  he,  as  a  military  man,  would 
venture  to  assure  the  Executive  that  he  could  pa- 
rade this  formidable  corps  in  the  space  of  twenty 
or  even  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  reeetvioi^ 
notice  that  their  service  was  needed  ?  Nay,  air, 
even  in  case  of  an  invasion,  would  he  not  be  bet- 
ter able  to  march  the  whole  division  of  militia, 
which  he  now  commands,  in  the  space  of  two 
days,  toward  any  given  point  of  attack,  and  wrtih 
more  effect  than  he  could  collect  and  march  the 
detachment  aforesaid  in  ten  times  the  same  period 
of  time. 

Again,  sir,  I  ask  what  necessity  there  is  for  thia 
bill  f  By  an  act,  passed  the  third  of  March,  1809^ 
t  ighty  thousand  militia  were  put  ia  requihition. 
aiid  hf  Id  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  President  oi 
the  United  Sutes.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that 
this  is  not  a  force  adequate  to  the  exigeaotca  of 
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our  eovDtry,  where  it  has  been  threateoed.  Why. 
tben,  are  we  called  upon  to  enact  a  new  law  to 
autllorize  this  additional  detachment,  when  the 
law,  before  quoted,  is  in  fail  force,  and  adequate 
to  all  the  purposes  of  national  defence ;  at  least 
90  for  a«  auch  a  detachment  can  be  called  an  effi- 
eient  force  1  If  it  should  be  said  that  there  would 
be  ao  aooey  appropriated  for  the  pf  rpo^e,  I  need 
Boc  remark  that  provision  can  be  made  in  the 
geaeral  appropriation  law  to  meet  this  object. 

If,  indened,  this  is  intended  to  be  a  mere  paper 
thing,  a  formidable  force  without  any  real  exist- 
ence, the  proposition  is  too  despicable  to  need  a 
serious  reply.  I  have  never  been  tausht  to  be- 
liere  that  military  operations  were  to  be  carried 
oa  in  rhis  way ;  nor  is  it  by  such  means  that  your 
OoTernroent  can  be  made  respectable  abroad,  or 
your  citizens  efficiently  protected  at  home. 

Mr.  T.  was  scarcely  seated,  when  the  question 
was  called  for  by  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  uf  New  York,  (Mr.  Tbomas  ;)  and,  Mr. 
Yarnum,  showing  no  intention  to  rise,  the  Speak- 
BR  was  about  to  put  the  question,  when 

Mr.  Dana  rose  and  said,  he  had  no  disposition 
to  burden  gentlemen  with  questions,  when  tbev 
manifested  zo  little  readiness  to  answer  those  al- 
ready pat  to  them.  He  must,  however,  be  per 
laitted  to  inquire,  why  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  proposed  detachment  were  to  be  denied 
the  pay  allowed  by  law  to  the  militia  in  general, 
if  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Unitea 
States?  The  bill  places  the  detachment  on  the 
same  establishment  with  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay  and  emoluments.  Yet  there  ex- 
ists a  law  applicable  to  the  whole  militia,  which 
provides  parucularly  for  their  pay  at  the  rate  of 
^x.  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  per  month  for  the 
privates.  The  act  was  passed  in  January,  1795, 
and  is  to  be  found  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States.  I  trust  I  have  the 
right  to  hear  the  act  read,  notwithstanding  the 
promptitude  with  which  the  question  has  been 
called  for.    I  call,  sir,  for  the  reading  of  the  act, 

[Th0  Clerk  read  the  three  first  aeetions  of  the 
aet.3 

Mr.  Yabhum,  of  Massachusetts,  then  rose.  He 
said  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  enter  into  all  the 
decaila,  which  the  questions  of  the  gentlemen  im- 
plied ;  it  depended  upon  the  situation  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  whether  the  objections 
of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Tallt 
MADoe)  were  applicable.  It  was  not  necessary, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  cull  this  out  oi 
the  great  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
That  in  Massachusetts  it  did  not  exempt  from 
miUtia  doty  in  the  year  1797.  They  were  only 
selected  and  officered,  and  ordered  to  be  equipped 
and  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn 
iogf.  They  afterward  returned  to  their  ranks  and 
were  held  to  do  duty  there,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  had  not  been  detached.  If  the  argu- 
Bient  of  the  gentleman  was  correct  relative  to  a 
detachment,  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
might  be  undisciplined,  as  the  President  had  a 
right  to  call  out  the  whole.    As  to  the  objection 


made  by  the  other  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr.  Dana.)  there  was  some  difference  in  the  pay 
proposed  to  be  allowed  by  this  bill,  to  the  militia, 
which  should  compose  the  detachment,  but  it  was 
not  much  less.  The  difference  was  small,  from 
that  allowed  by  the  exihtinff  law.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  President  has  told  us  of  dreadful  depredations 
upon  our  commerce,  and  of  insults  and  inroads 
upon  oiir  territories;  that  our  seamen  and  fellow- 
cuizens  are  impreraed,  and  ill-treated  in  a  most 
cruel  manaer.  It  becomes  us,  sir,  to  take  some 
measure  suiuble  to  the  occasion,  unless  we  meaa 
to  show  the  world  that  we  possess  a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.  And,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  that 
measure. 

Mr.  Cbittbmdbm,  of  Vermont. — Mr.  Speaker, 
what  may  have  been  the  practice  under  the  law 
authorizing  the  former  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia in  that  part  of  the  Union,  spoken  of  by  the 
honorable  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Vabmvm,)  Twill  not  undertake  to  say ;  but,  in  the 
Sta:e  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and 
particularly  in  that  division  in  which  I  reside,  a 
different  construction  was  given  to  the  law  au- 
thorizing^ that  detachment,  and  a  very  different 
course  was  pursued. 

It  was  there  considered  that  the  detachment 
when  made,  being  under  the  command  and  direc- 
tion of  officers  selected  or  appointed  for  that  pur^ 
pose,  could  not  be  subject  to  the  command  of  their 
former  officers^  nor  liable  to  perform  the  ordinary 
military  duty  m  the  companies  from  which  they 
were  detached.  And,  sir,  this  was  held  out  as  an 
encouragement  to  those  who  would  volunteer  in 
that  service,  that,  although  they  were  liable  to  be 
called  into  actual  service,  for  which  thev  would 
receive  a  compensation,  they  would  not  be  liable 
to  perform  the  ordinary  military  duties  in  the 
companies  from  which  they  were  detached.  \L 
sir,  any  necessity  exists  for  an  efficient  armed 
force  for  the  protection  of  our  countrv.  I  am  per- 
fectlv  prepared,  and.  1  presume,  as  willing  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  Hou»e  to  grant  such  aid  to  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  any  expected  invasion,  or  to 
support  any  measure  that  has  the  protection  or 
honor  of  the  nation  for  its  object.  Neither,  sir, 
am  1  wanting  in  my  confidence  in  a  well  organ- 
ized militia  of  our  country  ;  but  it  is  from  a  con- 
viction  on  my  mind  that  the  whole  military  force 
of  any  portion  of  the  United  States  might  be 
brought  into  the  field  to  repel  any  invasion  with 
more  facility  and 'with  much  less  expense  thaa 
the  same  number  of  the  proposed  detachment ; 
one  brigade,  or  at  least  one  division  of  which 
miflrht  comprehend  a  whole  State. 

From  their  dispersed  situation  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  that  such  attention  should  be 
paid  to  their  arms,  equipment,  and  discipline,  as 
to  render  them  an  efficient  force  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  country.  This  is  the  reason  which 
operates  on  my  mind  against  the  proposed  meas- 
nre.  It  is  not  Irom  an  opposition  to  any  measure 
that  shall  have  for  its  object  the  better  orffaoiza- 
tion  of  the  militia,  but  from  a  well-grounded  be- 
lief that  the  hill  now  on^  your  uble  will  have  a 
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direct  teadenof  to  disorgmnize  and  diminish  the 
vower  which  the  Exeeotiye  of  the  United  States 
has.  by  the  existing  law,  (the  law,  a  repeal  of 
which  is  contemplated  by  this  bill,)  to  call  out  a 
■ttfficient  force  to  answer  every  object  which  the 
esi^ncies  of  our  country  may  require,  that  I  am 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  pasMge  of  the  bill  now 
ttnder  consideration. 

Mr.  ViJUf  UM,  of  Massachusetts. — When  I  was 
up  beibre,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  stated  that 
the  motive  for  passing  this  act  was  an  appropria- 
tion ;  that  which  is  contained  in  the  law,  the  re- 
beal  of  which  was  contemplated,  having  expired 
Dy  a  general  provision  of  law,  which  makes  all 
appropriations  terminate  at  the  eod  of  two  years. 
The  committee  in  pnying  attention  to  the  old 
law  found  that  it  was  permanent,  and  they 
thought  it  more  conformable  to  the  Constitution, 
that  all  laws  creating  a  military  establishment 
should  be  temporary.  The  other  provisions  of 
the  bill,  direeunff  the  President  to  make  the  ap- 
portionment on  the  different  States,  was  thought 
to  be  a  more  aqoal  and  just  mode  of  raising 
themi  rather  than  ^  the  present  act  provides  to 
laise  them  in  any  part  of  the  United  otates  at  his 
discretion. 

Mr.  Unmor,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
nason  given  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Varnum,)  for 
passing  this  bill,  "  that  we  ought  to  show  in 
^  the  present  state  of  our  country,  that  we  do 
'  not  possess  a  servile  degraded  spirit''  was  a  prin- 
cipal reason  with  him  against  the  bilL  He  be- 
lieved that  if,  after  all  the  evidence  this  House 
had  r«oeived  of  the  teniper  of  the  Peo|de)  and  of 
libeir  expectations  a[  efficient,  real  measures  of 
defencCj  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  be  the  first 
fruit  or  a  seven  weeks'  deliberaiion,  it  would, 
indeed,  indicate  that  our  spirit  was  servile  and 
degraded— at  least,  that  such  was  the  spirit  of 
thu  House.  And,  indeed,  in  fact,  its  spirit  was, 
in  his  opinion,  far  below  the  temper  and  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  community.  It  was,  in- 
deed, very  extraordinary  that,  afler  all  the  urgent 
demands  made  upon  us  by  the  people  and  by  the 
President,  for  various  augmentations  of  our  torce, 
that  the  £rst  step  we  publicly  uke  should  be,  not 
to  increase  tbe  power  of  the  Executive  arm,  but  to 
diminish  that  which  it  already  possesses.  If  this 
was  the  real  character  of  this  bill,  he  thought  the 
•onelusion  ineviuble^  that  a  House  which,  m  such 
a  state  of  public  a£^irs  as  ourl  should  be  guilty 
of  such  an  act.  was  actuated  by  '^a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.''  And  whatever  we  may  think  of 
it  ottfselves,  I  have  great  fears  that  both  the  peo- 
ple and  foreign  nations  will  draw  that  conclusion 
concerning  us.  That  this  was  no  increase  of  Bx- 
ecutivo  power,  but  a  real  diminution  of  it  was 
¥ery  evident. 

The  gentleman,  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Vabnom.) 
bad  stated  three  reasons  for  passing  the  present 
and  repealing  the  old  law.  1st.  The  want  of  an 
impffopriatioB  for  tbe  expense  of  the  detachment. 
This  is  a  very  good  reason  for  an  appropriating 
act,  but  it  is  none  at  all  for  an  act  repealing  the 
provisions  of  the  old  law.  ami  re-enacting  the 
enme  nearly  kk  the  same  loim.    8d.  Hia  second 


reason  was,  that  the  former  act  was  perauAent — 
this  temporary.  The  former  law  had  been  passed 
in  1803,  by  the  ffentlemeo  who  now  constituted 
the  majority  in  this  House.  It  had  been  suffered 
to  sleep  for  three  years,  and  now  at  the  very  mo- 
ment the  act  is  about  to  be  useful,  this  great  Con- 
stitotional  discovery  is  made.  It  is  very  unlucky 
that,  when  t^e  people  expect  to  see  us  alive  to 
their  protection,  we  are  alive  to  nothing  but  theo- 
retic questions  and  Constitutional  diffieultiea. 
The  third  reason  for  this  law  was  tne  new  appor- 
tionment of  the  detachment  of  militia  it  contem- 
plates. In  this  consists  the  mischief  and  imbecil- 
ity of  the  measure.  By  the  law  of  1803,  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  repeal,  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  call  out  a  detachment  of  eighty  thousand 
militia.  He  may  take  the  whole  from  any  part 
of  the  Union.  Wherever  the  exigency  requires, 
he  may  there  call  for  all,  or  any  part,  of  the  eighty 
thousand.  By  the  present  law,  the  detachment 
made  is  to  consist,  indeed,  of  a  hundred  thousand 
men :  but  this  number  is  to  be  apportioned  upon 
the  States,  and  whatever  is  wanted  for  actual  ser- 
vice is  to  DC  collected  from  seventeen  independ- 
ent divisions,  in  a  country  fifteen  hundred  miles 
in  length.  Great  stress  was  laid,  when  this  sab- 
ject  was  debated  in  Committee,  on  the  additional 
number.  And  my  colleague  (Mr.  Varndv)  asked 
'^are  not  a  hundred  thousand  men  more  than 
eighty  thousand  ?  How,  then,  can  this  be  said 
not  to  be  an  increase  of  Executive  power  ?^  This 
lA  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mere  numbers. 
The  true  question  is,  whether  thb  is  a  real  in*- 
crease  of  ^cient  power  1  Will  it  enable  the 
Bxecutive  to  defend  any  given  point  or  frontier 
of  the  United  States  better  or  worse  than  the 
existing  law?  Nothing,  to  my  mind,  can  be 
clearer  than  that  it  will  be  worse.  Siippose  an 
invasion  of  any  frontier— for  instance  the  district 
of  Maine.  And  let  the  invading  force  be  twenty 
thousand  men.  l^o  resist  which,  in  the  opinioB 
of  the  Executive,  thirty  thousand  would  be  ex- 
pedient. As  the  present  law  is,  the  President  may 
detach  the  whole  thirty  thousand  from  the  militia 
of  Massachusetts,  But,  pass  this  law  and  he  can 
only  detach  tbe  quota  of  Massachusetts,  say  f^ 
teen  thousand,  and  then  must  hunt  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  New  York,  Conuecticut,  and  VemMMit* 
Can  there  be  a  question  which  gives  the  moat 
efficient  power,  the  existing,  or  the  proposed  mcti 
Take  a  simple  view  of  the  case.  Suppose  a  man 
has  a  debt  to  pav  in  Massachusetts  within  a  lim- 
ited time,  to  make  which  payment  eighty  doUaie 
is  sufficient.  Now,  which  is  the  most  eliaihle  and 
efficient  power,  to  have  the  ability  of  taking  npea 
credit  the  whole  sum  at  once  in  Massachosetis  or 
to  be  obliged  to  take  it  up  in  seventeen  divisictts, 
of  fiv^  ten,  and  fifteen  doUars.  in  each  of  Um 
United  States  ?  In  common  life  no  question  cooM 
arise  touching  the  superiority  of  the  former  over 
the  latter  power,  in  racility,  convenience,  or  eft- 
ciency.  And  I  can  see  none  in  political.  I  con- 
sider this  act  as  no  further  of  importance  than  as 
it  shows  the  temper  and  disposition  of  this  Uomt. 
The  people  aie  anxiousljr  expeciiiv  ^oie  gre^t 
exaruaas  from  tia.    While  we^  not  coAteiit  with 
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ioitg  Bo4inff,  are  doing  worse  than  nothiag.  We 
ire  mtkio^  the  small  portioa  of  Bzeeative  power 
lc».  Tlie  aoffineiitauoo  of  the  eighty  thoaiaiicl 
■ee  to  tbaodred  thousaad  n  ^*  a  mere  tab  thrown 
to  tk  wliale,''  in  the  hope  that,  while  amosed  by 
this,  tka  real  character  of  the  aew  provLuons  may 
cnape  obserratioB . 

Mr,  SufBB,  of  New  Jersey,  speke  in  fmrw  of 
Ike  bill. 

Mr.  BiowBLi^  of  MasMchnsetts,  said  that  be  did 
Mteoaecive  tiuesnbjeet  in  the  tame  light  with  his 
eolleegnf,  as  a  diastaotioa  of  the  eflicient  power 
if  the  SnentiTe.  He  thoaght  the  object  was  to 
hawt  the  nilitia  im  better  coodiiion,  and  to  have 
then  in  retdmess  all  over  the  United  States.  And 
hj  this  bills  certain  proportion  would  thus  be  pro- 
nM  to  be  had  m  readiness. 

Mr.  Masters,  of  New  York,  said  that,  he  hoped 
the  bill  woold  pass ;  as  be  thought  from  the  dis- 
position he  had  seen  in  the  House  it  was  all  it  was 
likelf  to  do.  He  wanted  exceedingly  to  be  able 
10  tell  his  eoastitoents,  we  had  done  something. 
When  1  go  home,  and  they  ask  me,  **  well,  bare 
yoo  made  prurision  for  fortifying  oor  harbors?"  I 
ihatt  answer  with  mat  eomfert.  no,  *<  but  we  have 
aithorizsd  a  detaehment  of  a  hundred  thousand 
tnlitia."  Hsfe  yo«  raised  any  troops  to  repel 
«pa»iih  amessioasf  "No;  but  we  have  an- 
thorttsd  a  detaebment  of  a  hundred  thousand 
wKtia."  Have  you  taken  any  measures  to 
fttoge  our  iapreesed  fellow-cttixens  1  <'No ;  but 
we  me  amborized  a  detachment  of  a  hundred 
themaid  tttlitia."  Harre  you  built  any  navy  for 
the  proteetion  of  our  commerce  7  •*  No ;  but  we 
haveaithorixed  a  detachment  of  a  hundred  tbou- 
mnd  loilitia."  I  hope,  as  we  are  likely  to  get 
iotlun^e^weshallat  least  have  the  satisfac- 
voi  of  Ibis  meastire. 

Mr.  Dana.-*-!  had  not  particularly  attended  to 
tbe  pfesent  biH  before  it  passed  to  the  third  read- 
kg,  having  supposed  it  conformable  to  former 
•eu  fektive  to  similar  subjects.  On  examination, 
t  material  diversity  is  observable.  It  differs  from 
the  general  haw,  with  respect  to  the  pay  of  non- 
MQuissioaed  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia 
^^hcn  eaHed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  allowances  to  them  under  that  law  are  found 
•Bsalealation  to  be  substantially  equivalent  to  the 
emotninents  allowed  by  law  to  the  troops  on  the 
military  establishment,  as  has  been  suggested  by 
^  gentleman  fh>m  Massachusetts  on  my  left, 
tMf.VAaiTOM,)  I  ask  where  is  the  neeessity  for 
^vying  ni  this  manner  from  the  former  law,  and 
^myy  giving  rise  to  questions  of  calculation  on 
wabjeetofpay  and  emoluments?  But,  waiving 
WeoQsidemtion.  I  observe  a  difference  from  for- 
••Jjtwi  in  two  other  sections  of  the  bill, 
^^effrb  section  purports  to  authorize  the 
™«*tsitocall  into  aelual  service anv  portion  of 
the  propoied  detachment  when  he  shall  judge  the 
exigenciei  of  the  United  fiiates  require  it.  On 
oompariflK  this  with  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
♦jtioo.  where  is  the  authority  for  giving  to  the 
J'ttioent  this  power  ?  The  Constitution,  it  will 
>c  foead,  aathorites  Congress  **  to  provide  for  call- 
ng  fotth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 


*  Union,  soppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva* 
^  sions.**  The  power  of  the  General  Qovernment 
to  call  the  militia  into  actual  service,  is  eonstitn* 
tionally  restricted  to  the  three  cases  specifically 
mentioned.  Yet  the  bill  undertakes  to  give  the 
President  a  general  discretionanr  power  of  com- 
maodinff  into  service  any  part  of  the  detachment, 
at  his  pleasure,  for  any  cause  ivhatever,  without 
anv  limitation. 

The  fourth  section  of  ti»e  biU  renders  the  de- 
taehmieiit  liable  to  be  holden  in  service  for  six 
months  after  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  TendesK- 
vous.  Yet  the  established  law  relative  to  the 
militia  does  not  require  them  ^  to  serve  more  thaa 
three  months  after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of 
rendeavoUs,  in  any  one  year."  Why  should  the 
proposed  detachment  be  subjected  to  a  burden  so 
unequal  as  that  of  serving  in  the  field  for  twice 
the  asual  term  ?  Ought  they  to  be  thus  eeia* 
pelled  to  perform  doulue  duty  1 

But,  my  main  objection  te  this  bill  is  the  effioa^ 
cy  of  its  provisioaa.  If  any  measure  is  lo  be  adopts 
ed  for  maintaining  our  national  rights,  let  us  coo«> 
template  a  solid,  effectual  defencew  The  present 
bill  holds  forth  the  idea  of  providing  a  military 
force.  But  the  President,  bjr  the  general  law  of 
the  Union,  is  already  authorized  to  call  forth  the 
miKtia  in  the  eases  specified  by  the  Constitution. 
If  .1  considered  this  bill  as  adding  anything  to  the 
effioieney  of  our  militia,  I  should  not  oppose  the 
general  provision.  I  have  no  disposition  to  dis* 
pan^e  our  militia  i  btit  I  deem  such  a  detach*- 
ment  as  that  to  be  wholly  inadequate  lo  the  sojp- 
port  of  our  claims  in  the  places  where  we  may 
expect  attacks,  if  attacked  at  all»  My  objeetiea 
is  not  that  I  doiK>t  believe  our  militia  to  be  bmra 
and  sealons  for  the  public  welfare.  Bravery  and 
zeal  aloae  do  not  decide  the  coaflicu  of  araiiei» 
Brave  as  the  militia  unquestionably  are,  they 
should,  for  operations  in  the  field,  be  well  eonip* 
ped  and  disciplined.  That  they  may  be  of  efieet* 
ual  service,  especttHy  at  a  disunce  from  their 
homes,  equipment  and  discipline  are  essential.  M 
thie  bill  added  anything  to  the  equipment  of  the 
militia,  or  to  their  discipline,  or  to  the  mutual  con* 
fidence  of  the  oflkers  and  men,  if  in  any  point  of 
military  importance  it  aided  or  promised  to  aid 
them,  1  would  give  to  the  general  principle  my 
support.  But  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
tbAit  the  bill  makes  any  such  addition,  or  gives  one 
essential  aid  to  the  existing  militia  system.  If  this 
be  all  the  plan  of  defence  proposed  to  be  adopted, 
I  am  free  to  declare  I  do  not  consider  it  as  efeet* 
ively  anything.  Is  there  an  officer,  accustomed  to 
service,  who  will  sav  that  it  is  ?  Is  there  mm 
milimry  tnttn  who  will  assert  that  when  the  pro* 
ject  of  thus  detaching  militia  was  tried  formerly, 
any  praetical  advantage  resulted  from  it?  If  he 
should  assert  this  with  respect  to  his  part  of  the 
country,  the  case  appears  to  have  been  verv  dif- 
ferent in  other  perts.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Tali.* 
MA  Iran)  has  mentioned  the  efiect  of  making  such 
a  detaebment  ia  Connecticut.  lu  operation  in 
another  State  has  been  mentioned  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  CnirranDBii.)  The 
effect  was  injurious  mther  than  hcnefioiaL    If  I 
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considered  this  as  an  affair  of  mere  paper,  I  should 
have  less  cause  for  objecting.  It  would  be  then 
but  a  nullity.  At  present,  Ideein  it  worse  than 
a  nullic^r*  It  is,  therefore,  treated  farorably 
when  it  is  spoken  of  as  being  merely  useless 
paper. 

In  refleeting  on  the  state  of  our  public  affairs, 
will  any  gentleman  seriously  say  that  the  proposed 
detachment  can  be  effect! velj  seryiceable  nt  the 
points  whera  hostile  enterprises  will  probably  be 
attempted,  if  anywhere?  The  gentleman  from 
MasMchusetta,  who,  as  chairman  of  the  select 
eommittee,  presented  this  bill  (Mr.  Vabnum)  has 
spoken  of  the  maritime  injuries  committed  by  the 
British,  and  has  referred  to  the  exposed  state  of 
our  ports  and  seaboard.  Will  that  gentleman  say 
that  this  is  the  species  of  defence  by  which  such 
injuries  are  to  be  repelled  ?  Are  our  militia  to  be 
marched  to  the  Atlantic  border  of  the  Union,  and 
there  be  ordered,  without  fortiicatfons,  to  protect 
the  commerce  and  ports  and  coast  against  the 
predatory  activity  of  every  maritime  force  under 
any  belligerent  flag?  We  do  not  seriously  pro- 
pose tbutf  to  parade  our  militia  with  their  musketa 
along  the  extent  of  our  shores,  in  opposition  to 
ho.sttle  ships  of  war. 

If  anywhere  the  military  force  of  the  Union  is 
to  be  emeiently  employed  for  maintaining  territo- 
rial claims,  it  is  on  our  Southern  frontier,  or. its 
vicinity,  that  we  should  fix  our  attention.  And 
there,  how  is  the  proposed  detachment  to  be  ren- 
dered effective  ?  In  ease  of  hostility  in  that  quar- 
ter, it  must  be  either  on  the  island  of  New  Or- 
leans^ or  in  relation  to  the  Floridas,  or  west  of  the 
Missbisippi,  on  some  part  of  the  territory  claim- 
ed as  Louisiana.  In  no  other  place  is  there  at 
present  any  probability  of  our  naving  a  hostile 
collision  on  land.  But  is  there  a  man  in  this 
House  who  will  say  that  there  is  any  Constitu- 
tional power  vested  in  theJPre«iident  to.march  the 
militia  beyond  the  limiu  of  the  United  States  as 
fixed  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1763  ?  Who  will 
adventure  to  affirm  that  our  militia  can,  under 
the  present  Constitution,  be  compelled  to  march 
to  New  Orleans,  or  below  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  latitude?  Is  it  intended  to  march  them  out  of 
the  United  States  to  repel  any  territorial  aggres- 
iions  of  the  Spaniards,  to  drive  them  from  the 
Mississippi  eastward  beyond  the  Perdido,  or  back 
to  the  Rio  Bravo,  on  the  west  ?  No  gentleman, 
in  debate,  has  pretended,  none,  I  trust,  will  pre- 
tend, that  there  exists  constitutionally  such  power 
over  the  militia. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  with  respect  to  effective 
operations,  the  militia,  proposed  to  be  detached, 
can  be  of  no  service  in  any  of  the  places  where 
there  is  any  probability  of  our  waotinga  military 
force.  They  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
points  where  the  force  may  1^  requisite. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  character  of  the  present 
bill  as  a  measure  of  defence  ?  This  in  the  mystery 
of  the  affair.  It  seems  like  something.  In  real- 
ity it  is  nothing.  Let  us  not  compliment  our  own 
aagacity  at  the  expense  of  that  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  Tois  bill  ought  not  to 
mislead  any  par8<Hu    It  is  not  adapted  to  give  to 


the  country  any  additional  security.  If  if 
such  as  to  evince  a  fixed  attention  to  arrange  a 
system  of  efficacious  measures  for  assuring  the 
protection  of  our  national  rights,  if  it  were  such  as 
to  excite  any  sentiment  of  awe,  or  to  command 
respect  from  any  foreign  Power,  if  it  were  fitted 
to  inspire  a  confidence  of  security  in  one  man, 
woman,  or  child,  within  the  United  States  any 
of  these  considerations  might  afford  a  reason  for 

? giving  it  my  vote.  But  to  arrange  in  legisJaiive 
orm,  merely  a  collection  of  words,  without  sdj 
possible  efficiency  or  use,  and  pass  them  for  a 
measure  of  defence  through  this  House,  is  a  pro- 
cedure of  laborious  nihility,  in  which  I  am  not 
willing  to  co-operate,  under  the  present  serioot 
aspect  of  our  public  affairs. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  79  ruing  in  the  aflifni- 
ative. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

A  petition  of  the  PresidenU  of  the  incorporated 
Marine  Insurance  Companies,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  behalf  of  the  said  companies,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  by  law  for  granting  registers  to  incorporaip 
ed  Insurance  Companies  for  such  vessels  of  the 
United  States  as  may  become  their  property,  with- 
out requiring  the  oath  now  prescribed  to  be  lakoK, 
so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  such 
vessels,  with  all  the  privileges  that  belong  co 
them  at  the  time  of  their  s  jizure  and  detenuoo, — 
Referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  Speakbr,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  an  es- 
timate of  the  annual  expense  of  supporting,  in 
actual  service,  the  whole  of  the  frigates  and  smal- 
ler vessels  now  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Hoese 
of  the  twenty-fourth  instant;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Huusa 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Alston,  from  the  committee  appointed  om 
the  sixteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  declariaff 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolma ;  whiclt 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
On  motion  it  was 

Be$olf>ed,  That  the  eommiuee  appointed  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December  last,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  laws  respecting  com peuhation  to  grand 
and  other  jurors,  summoned  to  serve  in  the  courts 
o(  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  ne- 
cessary in  the  laws  providing  compensation  to 
marshals;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smiub,  the  select  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17tk 
instant,  as  relates  to  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men, was  discharged  from  its  further  considere- 
tion,  and  the  subject  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
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the  Whole  od  the  state  of  the  Uoion,  without  a 
division. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  of 
Wtjf  aod  Means  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
tidartuoo  of  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi* 
deot  tf  rriates  to  denredations  committed  on  our 
Culoflial  trade,  and  the  subject  referred  to  a  Com* 
niitee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
UiioD,  without  a  division. 

POTOMAC  BRTOOE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
00  the  report  of  a  select  committee,  in  favor  of 
tuthorizing  a  bridge  to  be  erected  over  the  river 
Potunwc,  at  the  Citj^  of  Washington. 

Mr.£L7  5poke  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  Messrs. 
EuiOTj  FiNDi^ET,  and  Nelson  against  it ;  when 
tiie  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
a^in. 

Mr.  Smilib  renewed  bis  motion  for  discharging 
the  Committee  of  Wayst  and  Means  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  that  relates  to  the  invasion  of  neu* 
tral  rights. 

Mr.  Qui  NOT  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Skitb  opposed  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Jackson  enforced  it.  The  two 
fir.'^t  gentlemen  having  recommended  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  motion  until  the  chairman  of  the  Com 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  J.  Randolph) 
shoaJd  be  in  his  place,  Mr.  Jackson  concluded 
his  remarks  by  movini;  an  adjournment,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  might  be  the  next  day 
catered  upon  as  unfinished  business,  and  an  op- 
portuoity  be  ^iven  by  the  delav  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  be  in  his  place. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  prevailed — ^reas  69. 

,  Wbdmssdat,  January  29 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
fbrming  the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passsed 
t  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  empower  George  Rapp 
aod  bb  associates,  of*  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to 
purchase  certain  lands ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  ibiii  House. 
•  A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants ofBaltioiore,  on  the  depredations  commit- 
ted on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which 
^vas  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

NEUTRAL  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  for  consideration  of  theun- 
iraished  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smilib  to  discharge  the  Comminee  of  Ways 
•nd  Means  from  the  further  consideration  of  so 
mnch  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the 
lovasiuQ  of  neutral  rights  by  some  of  the  belliger- 
ent Powers.  On  taltiag  up  this  business  the 
House  divided— yeas  37;  carried. 

The  motion  having  been  submitted  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Dawson  opposed  it.  He  said  the 
^ish  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  bring 
this  subject  under  the  view  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  might  at 
^  time  be  gratified  by  going  into  (hat  committee 


and  moving  any  resolution  be  might  see  fit,  asibe 
Message  generally  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  floor  of  the  House  was 
not  the  proper  place  to  make  declarations  of  what 
is  the  la  w  of  nations.  He  believed  that  a  volume 
of  such  declarations  would  be  of  no  avail;  it  was 
their  duty  to  set  and  not  to  declare  on  such  sub- 
jects; aod  whenever  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania or  any  other  gentleman,  would  bring  fsr- 
ward  measures  calculated  to  prevent  an  infraction 
of  our  neutral  rights,  they  should  receive  his  sup- 
port. At  present  he  must  be  against  adopting  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  SicfLrc  said  he  did  not  expect  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion  he  had  made.  If  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  discharged 
from  the  business,  it  would  consequently  come 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  without  any  motion,  as  the  Message 
was  generally  before  that  committee. 

In  reply  to  the  remark  that  this  motion  would 
be  treaf ing  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means 
with  disrespect.  Mr.  Smii^te  said,  he  thought  the 
flrround  on  which  he  had  placed  the  business  would 
have  removed  every  idea  of  the  kind.  He  did 
not  say  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
not  as  competent  to  the  busitiess  as  any  other 
select  or  siandinir  committee;  but  he  had  declared 
from  the  beginning  that  in  his  opinion,  in  point 
of  principle,  the  reference  ought  to  have  been 
made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  is 
the  ninth  week  of  the  session,  and  gentlemen 
charge  ua  with  having  done  nothing.  Do  not 
gentlemen  see.  from  the  slate  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  this  course  has  become 
absolutely  necessary  1  Shall  a  business  of  the 
first  importance  that  can  occur  during  the  aessioni 
be  neglected  on  this  account  ?  Not  only  the  eyes 
of  all  AroeHca,  but  likewise  of  all  Europe,  are 
looking  with  anxiety  on  the  steps  which  we  shaU 
take  in  this  business;  for  all  the  maritime  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  sre  interested  in  this  great  quevtton 
relative  to  neutral  rights.  Are  we,  then,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  deranged  situation  of  a  select 
committee,  to  remain  with  our  hands  tied  up? 
For  myself  I  do  think,  that  the  interests  of  our 
country  call  upon  us  to  uke  immediate  steps.  I 
repeat  it.  that  on  a  similar  occasion  with  this,  a 
similar  course  was  pursued.  €tentlemen  will  re- 
member, that  in  the  third  Congress,  when  we  be- 
fore suffered  from  the  misconduct  of  Great  Britain, 
certain  resolutions  which  became  the  subject  of 
discussion  originated  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  Whatjindced,  are  we  to  expect  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  Are  they  in 
possession  of  the  general  sense  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  as  a  guide  in  making  their  report? 
This  is  not  the  case,  as  we  have  had  no  discussion 
of  the  subject;  and  until  it  shall  be  brought  under 
a  view  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  in  what  the  opinions  of  mem- 
bers will  centre. 

Mr.  Jacxson.— I  have  but  a  single  observation 
to  make  in  addition  to  those  which  have  fallen 
fiom  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylfaaia.    So  far 
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•a  relates  to  myself,  it  is  not  my  object  to  disooss 
IP  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  abstract  questions 
of  the  law  of  nations^  but  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  effectual  resistaace  and  punisbment  of  the  in* 
fraclion  of  those  laws,  as  far  as  we  can.  if,  ao* 
cording  to  the  course  pointed  out  by  my  colleajjrue, 
aoy  resolution  should  be  submitted  on  this  sul^t 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  will  be  objected 
that  the  subject  is  before  a  standint  committee^ 
aAd  it  will  be  said  to  be  disrespecifiu  lo  act  on  it 
vntil  they  shall  have  reported.  If  mr  coUea^gne) 
ther^ore,  be  of  opinion,  that  we  should  adopt  any 
eCcient  and  prompt  measures^  the  better  and 
speedier  way  will  be  for  him  to  join  in  the  mo* 
tioo.  I  hope  the  OMtson  will  preraiL  In  the 
name  of  heayen,  if  we  are  not  disposed  to  do 
nnythiBf ,  let  us  tell  the  people  so. 

Mr.  CBOw]uif«BiBLi».^PromthebefioningIwa8 
apposed  to  referring  this  subject  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  I  saw  no  reason  for  its 
{^ing  to  a  standing  committee.  Without  mean* 
mg  to  cast  any  censure  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  I  am  in  fa?or  of  the  motiott. 
We  have  been  in  session  seven  or  eight  weeks—' 
the  reference  was  made  as  early,  as  the  6th  of 
December,  and  we  have  yet  no  r^ru  The  ooes- 
tion  is  perhaps  as  iaterestinff  a  one  as  has  been 
presented  siace  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Government.  What  is  our  situation?  Oor  ships 
are  plundered  in  every  sea,  our  seamen  are  im- 
pressed, three  thousand  of  themare  in  the  service  of 
one  nation.  We  are  a  neutml  nation,  and  it  is 
not  proper  that  any  beUigecent  nation  should  em- 
ploy them  in  this  manner.  Like  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  I  am  ready  to  net,  I  want  no  leport 
to  guide  my  decision.  I  am  prepared-*not  for 
wax  measures,  but  for  a  non-inteiooorse  act  with 
Great  Britain.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  iuter* 
course  witb  Great  Britain  until  she  shall  give 
back  the  shljpB  she  has  stolen  from  us,  and  the 
seamen  she  (oreibly  detains.  I  shall  not  be  ntore 
veady  ta  take  this  step  after  a  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  a»d  MeaM  than  I  am  now. 
The  simple  question  is,  whether  we  shall  abandon 
tra4e  aitogether,  or  resist  the  unjust  aggressions 
madeuponit?  Bat  it  was  nacony  object  in  ristag, 
tafo  any' length  kto  the  snb|ect$  I  only  rase  to 
express  my  opinion  in  &vor  of  the  course  poioted 
out  bj  the  motion.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
a»d  Means  is  devaaged,  disofgaaized ;  two  mem* 
bers  are  absent,  and  the  Chairman  unfortunately 
tsstok.  We  have  no expectatmn  of  a  report;  it 
may  not  eome  till  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Gbboo.— *I  rise  to  express  a  similar  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  Just  sat  down. 

I  am  inTavor  of  the  motion  for  the  reasons  which 
h^has  assigned  and  for  another  reason;  for  the 
sake  of  consistency.  Thouffh  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaos,  it 
is  likewise  referred  to  the  CommUtee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  memorials  from 
the  merchanu  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
have  Uken  this  latter  course.  This  brings  the 
subject  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  We 
nre  under  the  same  obligation  to  take  up  the  biisi- 
neM  of  our  conatiitnts  aa  the  Manage;  and  aa 


the  business  is  of  the  ffrealest  importance  I  hope 
the  whole  subject  wUl  be  referred  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BinwBLL.-*The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania hasaniicipated  me  in  an  idea  which  I  meant 
to  have  expressed.  As  the  principal  document  on 
this  subject  is  the  Message  of  the  President^  I 
think  it  proper  that  that  should  be  placed  with 
the  same  committee  charged  with  the  memoruda 
of  merchants  from  different  towns.  Another  rea- 
son may  be  mentioned  id  favor  of  this  coarse  of 
procedure.  At  the  commencement  of  the  sessloa 
there  was  a  strong  reason  for  referring  the  subject 
to  a  special  committee.  It  was  a  principal  object 
at  that  time  to  inquire  into  the  extent  and  degree 
of  the  injuries  received  from  belligerent  nations} 
as  since  that  time  we  have  received  full  informa- 
tion on  those  points  from  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, that  reason  is  done  away,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  for  any  investigation  by  a  select  cook- 
mittee. 

The  motion  to  discbarge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  68. 

NON-INTBROO0B8B. 

Mr.  Greoo  said,  that  he  considered  the  insults 
offered  to  our  Government,  and  the  injuries  done 
to  our  citizens  by  some  of  the  belligerent  nations, 
to  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  demand  the  inter- 
position of  €^)vernment  to  obtain  redress,  ft  ap- 
peared from  the  memorials  and  remonstrances  of 
the  merchants  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
other  of  our  seaport  towns,  now  on  our  table,  as 
well  as  from  Executive  communications,  that 
vessels  the  bona  fide  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  seized  by  their  cruisers, 
and  they  and  their  cargoes  condemned,  contrary 
to  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation,  and  to  what  has 
lon^  been  considered  as  the  law  of  nations  on  this 
subject.  Great  numbers  of  our  fellow-citizens 
have  been  impressed,  and  not  withstanding  our 
repeated  remonstrances,  they  are  cruelly  retained 
in  bondage,  and  compelled  to  act  in  a  service, 
perhaps  very  abhorrent  from  their  feelings,  far 
from  their  country  and  their  friends.  To  these 
insults  and  injuries,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  can  no  longer 
submit,  unless  we  are  willing  to  surrender  that  in- 
denendence  which  has  been,  and  I  trust  alwaya 
will  be  our  pride  and  our  ooa^t.  So  great  are 
these  injuries  and  aggressions,  and  so  unreoiit- 
tinglv  are  they  persevered  in,  that  I  do  not  know 
but  that  thev  might  be  considered  as  a  sufficient 
cause,  on  which  to  ground  a  declaration  of  wtr. 
That,  however,  is  not  my  object.  I  depiecate 
war,  and  will  not  agree  to  resort  to  it,  until  other 
means,  which  we  have  in  our  power,  are  tried  in 
vain.  We  do,  I  think,  possess  means,  which,  if 
properly  used,  cannot  fail  of  accomplishing  the 
oliject.  To  these  I  hope  we  will  now  resort,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  bringioff  them  into  view,  I  will 
submit  a  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  reserving  any  further  observations  on  the 
subject^  until  the  resolution  shall  be  taken  u]p  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Umoni 
to  which  I  intend  moving  iu  reference. 

Mr,  Gaiee  theaoflcffed  Ike  ftilowiog  reiQlniiDft4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


413 


mSTORF  OF  CONGRESS. 


4U 


Jut^kSY^  1806. 


Poiomac  Bridge. 


H.orR. 


"WteMi  Ot^mt  Britom  improfMs  eitizens  of  tbe 
Umtod  8titM,  and  compels  them  to  seire  on  board  her 
•bifa  of  wsr^  and  alao  teizeo  and  condemna  vesMbi  be- 
loBgiiif  to  cJtMona  of  the  United  States,  and  their  car- 
goes, being  the  bona  fide  property  of  Amerioan  citiaena, 
not  contraband  of  war,  and  not  proceeding  to  places 
beci^ed  or  blockaded,  under  Uie  pretext  of  their  being 
oii^aged  in  time  of  wax  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies 
which  was  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace: 

And  whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
las  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  British  Government 
ilgainsi  these  injuries,  and  demanded  satisfaption  thera- 
Suv,  boi  wxthout  efiiBct; 

TlieieSKe,  JhBohed,  That  ua^  oqvHable  and  mti^ 
frttlory  anangesients  on  these  points  shall  be  made 
Wtwatn  the  two  Govenunents,  it  is  eo^pedisnt  th«il 

#isBi  aad  allef  the  —  day  of no  goods,  wares, 

or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  pvodnct,  or  ma»ufiietafe 
of  Great  Britain,  or  <tf  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies thereof  ought  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States. 
Prom4Udt  howcTer,  that  whenever  arrangements  deem- 
ed aatisfsctory  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  take  place,  it  shall  be  lawfhl  for  him  by  proclama- 
tion to  fix  a  dayonwhU  the  prohibition  afiwesaid  shall 

The  House  baring  agreed  to  consider  this  reso- 

lutlOD, 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylyania,  and  sboald 
gWe  it  his  decided  support.  It  would  however 
SaTC  suited  him  better,  had  it  gone  still  further, 
and  interdicted  all  commercial  intercourse  with 
thai  nation,  until  she  should  oease  to  commit  dep- 
redations on  our  commerce,  impress  our  citizens 
OQ  the  high  seas  into  her  service,  and  abandon  the 
pew  principles  which  she  had  lately  interpolated 
in  the  maritime  code,  and  which  he  considered  as 
oojost  as  they  were  unauthorized  by  the  acknow* 
leaded  law  of  nations* 

But  as  unauimtty  in  the  Legidatore  of  the  na^ 
tioo  waa  desirable  at  all  times,  and  particularly  so 
on  great  national  questions,  he  was  aisposed,  in  ok- 
dcr  to  produce  that  reaalt  on  the  present  oecaaion, 
to  yield  a  part  of  his  owa  opiaioa  to  meet  the  views 
of  other  gentlemea* 

The  present  was  an  impoitant  questioa  and  he 
hoped  the  honorable  mover  would  oonseai  that  it 
should  lie  a  da)r  or  two  for  consideration,  and  mov* 
id  that  itbeptrioted. 

Mr.  Q«BO«  said  his  wish  was  to  refer  the  reso* 
lotion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union;  and  made  a  motion  to  that  efiect 
whieh  was  agreed  to  without  a  division,  and  the 
nsolntion  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Tbompson,  the  House  again 
rasotved  kaelf  into  a  Committe  of  the  Whole--oo 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  in  favor  of  autho- 
rizing the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac. 

Messrs.  Thompson.  Clark  and  Elmer,  advo- 
cated; and  Messrs.  Early,  Sloan,  and  Finolet 
O|)posed  the  report;  when  the  Committee  rose, 
without  coming  to  a  decbioo,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

And  OQ  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbursdat,  January  99. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  associates,  of 
the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain 
lands,)?  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Stanford,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-third  instant,  presented  a  bill  for 
altering  the  time  fbr  holding  the  circuit  court  in 
the  district  of  North  Carohna ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Salem^  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  signed  by  a 
committee,  in  behalf  of  the  said  inhabitants,  was 
preaeated  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  Atfth 
that  they  have  beheld,  with  the  deepest  regret  and 
anxiety,  the  aggressions  committed  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Stl^tes,  and  the  coas^uent 
violation  of  neutral  rij^hts,  under  the  new  assum** 
ed  principles  and  adjudications  of  the  naaritime 
courts  of  Gkeat  Britain  $  that  thejr  view  with  equal 
abhorrence  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  the 
violation  of  our  jurisdiction  by  captures  at  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  and  the  insulting  treat- 
ment of  our  ships  on  the  ocean,  by  the  same  na- 
tion, not  less  hostile  than  the  conduct  of  other 
nations,  by  piratical  depredations,  and  the  law- 
less nlunde rings  of  privateers  on  our  coasts ;  that, 
while  they  ask  for  no  measure  but  what  justico 
approves  and  reason  enforoes-^laimiii^  merely 
to  pursue  a  flair  commerce,  with  its  ordinary  pri* 
viieges — wishing  for  peace,  for  honorable  peace, 
and  to  support  the  independence  of  their  country* 
by  the  acquisitions  of  lawful  industry,  they  pledge 
their  lives  and  properties  in  su^^rt  of  the  meas- 
ures which  may  be  adopted  to  vindicate  the  pub- 
lic rights  and  redress  the  public  wcooga^^Refet- 
red  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  tho 
Whole  on  the  «tate  of  the  Union. 

The  Spamcbr  laid  before  the  House  tlie  feUow- 
iag letter  from  thoSecrolary  of  theNary  addfosaed 
to  the  House. 

Sim :  tn  obedieBce  to  the  resolnthm  of  flie  Rouse  of 
Representatives  of  the  STtii  hntant  direettng  the  Sec- 
i  retary  of  the  Naty  ''to  lay  before  the  House  a  report  on 
the  condition  of  the  frigates,  and  other  public  armed 
veesels,  belonging  to  the  United  Stales,  distinguishing 
the  frigates  fit  for  actual  service ;  distingmdiing  eadti 
as  require  repair,  and  the  sum  necessary  for  repairing 
each ;  and  distiBguishing  slso  such  as  it  may  be  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of  rather  than 
repair,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state — 

That  the  frigate  Constitution  is  now  in  a  state  of  thor- 
ough repair,  and  in  all  respects  prepared  for  service. 

That  the  fingate  Chesapeake  has  lately  been  repaired 
and  is  fit  for  service. 

That  the  frigates  Adams,  Essex,  and  John  Adamnfp 
are  also  fit  for  service. 

That  the  brigs  Syren,  Hornet,  Argus,  and  Vixen,  the 
schooners  Nautilus  and  Enterprise,  the  bombs  Spitfire 
and  Vengeance,  and  all  the  gunboats  are  fit  for  service. 

That  the  frigates  President,  United  States,  Congress, 
Constellation,  New  York,  and  Boston,  require  to  be  re- 
paired ;  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  form  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  '*  sum  necessary  for  repairing  each." 

I  know  of  no  vessel  belonging  to  the  asTy,  which  I 
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consider  it  would  be  **  tba  inteMrt  of  tho  United  Statee 
to  dispose  of,  rather  than  repair." 

On  the  iDotioD  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  tbefiretand 
third  sections  of  the  bill  to  repeat  so  much  of  an 
act  as  authorizes  the  evidences  of  the  publjp  debt 
to  be  received  in  paytnent  fur  public  lands, and  for 
other  purposes,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

The  discussion  which  ensued  on  the  details  of 
this  bill  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  residue 
of  the  day. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill,  with 
aundry  amendments,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

NEUTRAL  RIOHTa 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  very  early  in  the  session,  so  much  of  the  Mes" 
•age  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  invasion  of  neutral  rights  hy  belligerent 
Powers,  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  would  alifo  be  recollected 
that  another  Message  on  the  same  subject,  or  on 
one  cbnnecied  with  it,  had  been  referred  to  the 
aame  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  uoder- 
standj  said  Mr.  R.  (for  my  indisposition  has  not 
permitted  me  for  some  days  past  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  my  seat)  that  a  motion  has  prevailed  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from 
the  eonnideration  of  that  subject.  Inasmuch  as 
thi^  discharge  may  have  been  effected  under  an 
impression  that  the  committee  have  been  delin- 
quent in  executing  the  duty  devolved  upon  them, 
I  feel  it  my  duty  before  I  surrender  the  papers  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  to  ^ive  some  account  of 
the  proceeiinsrs  of  the  committee.  On  the  eleventh 
of  December  the  committee  instructed  their  Chair- 
man to  write  a  letter  to  the  Secretarv  of  State, 
which  I  will  read.  Mr.  R.  here  read  tiie  letter  as 
ibllows: 

ComcTTTBB  Room,  Dee,  11, 1808. 

Sib  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hare  in- 
•InMted  aie  to  reqoeat  yon  will  canee  to  be  laid  before 
them  eueh  information,  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  enoloaed 
iW^lntioB,  aa  the  Depajrtment  of  State  can  fumiah. 

The  pecaliar  objects  of  our  research  are — 

!•  What  new  prindplea,  or  constmctiona,  of  the  law 
of  nations  have  been  adopted  by  the  belligerent  Powers 
of  Eorope,  to  the  prejudice  of  neolral  rigbU ! 

2.  The  GoTemmeut  asserting  those  prinetplea  and 
constructions  1 

3.  The  extent  to  which  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Statee  has  been  thereby  injured  ? 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  yours, 

JOHN  RANDOLPH. 

The  SacmsTAmT  ov  State. 

On  Saturday  night  the  25th  instant,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  reee  ved  an  answer  to 
this  letter,  which  1  will  deliver  to  the  Cleik,  in 
order  that  it  may  go  to  the  new  committee,  to 
which  this  business  has  been  referred.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  add  anything  more.  The 
House  must  be  sensible  that  while  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  in  the  dark  they  could 
Hot  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
them,  and  that  after  receiving  information  from 
the  Secretary  of  Siate  so  late  in  the  day,  it  was 


impossible  for  them  to  have  oaadea  repoct  by  tbis 
day  ;  and  if  I  aiu  not  mistaken,  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
made  before  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  Siate 
was  received. 

The  Clerk  aceordingly  read  the  letter  of  the  Seo- 
retary  of  State,  as  follows: 

DsFAmTMBHT  OF  Statk,  Jofi,  35,  1806. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  respects  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  has  the  honor  to  transmit  him  a  copj 
of  a  report  this  day  made  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  respecting  interpolations  by  foreign  Powers,  of 
new  and  injurious  principlea,  in  the  law  of  nationa. 
This  report,  with  the  communications  made  by  the  Pre- 
sident to  Congreas,  particularly  that  of  tho  17  th  inatant» 
will,  it  is  hoped,  afford  the  information  requested,  for 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  Mr.  Randolph'a 
letter  of  the  11th  ultimo. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  pa- 
pers laid  by  bim  on  the  table  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 


Friday,  Janttary  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit;  William  Black- 
LEDOE,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  first  and  third  sections  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lauds  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purpo>es  relative  to 
the  public  debt,  were  brought  up  engrossed.  The 
said  engrossed  sections,  together  with  the  bill, 
were  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  residing  on  and  near  the  river 
Potomac,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
were  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  (ionffresa  may  reject  every  application  for 
leave  to  build  a  bridge  aeroat  the  said  river. — 
Laid  on  the  uble* 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  reaolation  respecting  compensation  to 
certain  officers  of  the  House  made  a  report  there- 
on of  an  amendatory  reaolntion ;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-- 
day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pasted  a  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  8Upp4Mt 
of  the  Library ;"  and  also  a  hill,  entitled  ''Ao  met 
to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  en* 
tilled  *An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  iohabitanu  of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned  i**  to  which  they  de- 
^re  the  concurrence  ol  this  House. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  Lrib  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  a  select  committee  in  favor  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Leib  said  his  reason  for  this  motion  waa 
to  disengage  the  House  from  the  tedious  discus- 
sion of  a  local  and  comparatively  nnimpoctaat 
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qaestion,  that  the  Hoase  mig^ht  imcnedtately  take 
up  business  of  pressing  and  nalional  importance, 
called  for  by  the  great  interests  and  anxiety  of  the 
people,  and  the  interesting  crisis  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  motion.  He  considered 
thesobject  as  or  considerable  importance  eren  in 
a  oational  point  of  view;  and  he  trusted  that,  as 
so  mnch  time  had  been  already  consumed,  and 
the  stage  of  the  discussion  promised  so  near  a  ter- 
ffiination,  the  House  would  not  postpone  a  de* 
eision  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Yah  Gortlandt  advocated  the  motion,  on 
similar  pounds  with  those  urged  by  Mr.  Leib, 
and  particularly  under  the  impression  that  the 
state  of  public  affairs  loudly  called  for  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  47,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlanot,  with  the  view  of  main- 
taining order,  and  expediting  the  public  business, 
offered  certain  resolutions  amendatory  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

The  first  of  these  amendments  prohibited  a 
member  from  reading  in  the  House  any  book  or 
printed  paper,  or  writing  any  letters ;  the  second 
prohibits  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  from  keeping  or 
stating  the  accounts  of  the  members,  or  giving 
receipts  in  the  House,  and  prohibits  the  Doorkeep- 
ers from  coming  on  the  floor  to  call  out  members. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
^  Mr.  Gregg  said  he  bad  had  the  honor  two  days 
since  of  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  British  goods  until  ar- 
rangements should  be  entered  into  to  render  the 
continuance  of  this  prohibition  unnecessary.    Mr. 
Q.  ^aid  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  proper  at 
the  same  time  to  adopt  a  permanent  system  of 
commercial  regulations  calculated  to  meet  the 
measures  of  foreign  Powers.    To  throw  light  on 
this  subject,  Mr.  Qrbgo  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  foreign  Powers, 
made  in  the  year  1791,  Khould  be  printed.    This 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Holland  moved  to  postpone  till  the  first 
Monday  of  March  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  Potomac  bridge.  Motion  lost — yeas  45^ 
nays  74. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  Hoose  then  affain  resolved  itself  Into  a 
Committse  of  the  Whole  on  the  resdution  in 
£i7or  of  anthonzing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Lbwis.— Mr.  Chairman:  Two  days  have 
already  been  en^loyed  in  discussing  the  propriety 
of  entting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  to 
fiMititate  and  shorten  the  intercourse  between  the 
Sastera  and  Western  States  of  the  Union.  Be- 
ibre  the  question  is  taken,  lam  desirous  of  as- 
signiagsome  of  the  reasons  which  will  influence 
m jr  vote.  I  promise  the  Committee,  however,  that 
my  observations  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature  of 
the  sobject  will  permit.    The  very  able  support 

E'ren  to  the  resofution  upon  your  table,  by  the 
Miorable  chairman  of  the  committee  wbb  re- 
ported it,  aided  by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
9th  Con.— 14 


Clark;}  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Elmer,)  and  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ely.)  will  con- 
siderablv  abridge  the  observations  which  other- 
wise I  snould  have  thought  it  mv  duty  to  make. 
It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  give  this  suDJect  a  fair,  can- 
did, and  impartial  inyestigation ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  all  the  numerous  evils  will  result  fVom 
its  adoption,  which  the  people  of  Georgetown 
seem  to  suppose,  I  will  be  the  last  man  on  this 
floor  to  sanction  its  passage ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  objections  are  chimerical,  and  have 
emanated  from  an  unfounded  jealousy  of  their 
neighbors)  I  shall  ^ve  to  this  measure  my  most 
decided  and  unequivocal  approbation,  and  in  this 
determination  I  trust  I  shall  be  aided  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  committee.  * 

There  is  but  one  point  to  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  attention  of  this  Committee  ought  to  be 
directed :  Will  the  erection  of  the  contemplated 
bridge  injure  the  naviffation  of  the  Tiver  Poto- 
mac? This  is  the  only  question  applicable  to 
the  subject,  and  the  only  pivot  upon  which  it 
ought  to  tarn.  Let  uS)  Mr.  Chairman^  examiae 
the  objections  and  reasoning  of  the  anti-memori- 
alists upon  this  point.  They  say  in  their  memo- 
rial that  '*  they  consider  their  natnral  and  politi- 

*  cal  rights  will  be  infringed  by  the  adoption  of 
'  this  measure,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  will 

*  be  injured  add  obstruct^  therebjr;  l^^^  from 

*  the  meeting  of  the  stream  and  tide-water,  at 
'  the  place  where  the  bridge  is  contemplated,  a 
'  tendency  will  beprodaoed  in  the  impeded  stream- 
'  water  to  deposit  the  earthy  particles  with  which 
'  it  is  charged  in  time  of  freshes,  and  by  which 
'  they  appreh^snd  the  present,  entire,  main  and 
'  deep  channel  may  be  divided  into  many  small 
'  and  narrow  passa^s,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 

*  navigation.*'  This,  sir,  is  the  bare  assertion  of 
the  counter-memorial  isto;  they  have  not  deigned 
to  state  one  single  fact,  or  adduce  the  smallest 
proof  in  support  of  a  result  which  they  have 
taken  for  granted  will  be  inevitable.  Although 
the  proof  rests  upon  the  opponents  to  this  meas- 
ure, and  not  upon  Its  friends,  yet  I  am  willing  and 
prepared  to  prove,  by  the  best  evidence  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  instead  of  being  injured  will  be 

greatly  benefitted  by  the  erection  of  this  bridge, 
iir^  the  evidence  I  shall  offer  ib  drawn  from  ex- 
perience. It  is  known  that  in  Europe  as  well  as 
in  this  country,  piers  have  been  sunk  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  deepening  the  channel,  and  iift- 
proving  the  navigatioa  of  rivers,  and  if  this  ex- 
periment has  succeeded  in  all  other  coontries 
and  rivers,  surely  it  will  not  fail  in  the  Potomac 
It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  the  Potomac  is  un- 
like every  other  river  in  the  world.  But,  sir,  if 
we  had  not  the  aid  of  experience  before  us,  com- 
mon sense  and  common  reason  would  revolt  at 
the  idea  of  injuring  the  navigation  in  the  man- 
ner stated  by  the  counter-memorialists.  If  you 
oblige  Teasels  of  all  descriptions  to  pass  through 
your  draw  and  of  course  purstie  the  same  chan- 
nel, will  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  deepen  and 
«lean  tha  channel,  by  agttatk^  the  sedimeAt 
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which  may  have  settled  there,  and  which  will  by 
that  means  be  swept  away  by  the  ctirreDtl  aad 
instead  of  a  number  of  small  chaBnelS)  will  it 
Bot  have  the  opposite  effect  of  improving  and 
deepentoff  the  only  main  chaDnel?  Sorely  this 
must  be  the  efibct.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whilst  I 
am  uawilHnf[  to  believe  that  the  erection  of  this 
bridee  can  m  any  manner  whatever  injure  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac ;  yet  I  will  candidly 
admit  that  the  vessels  passing  to  and  from  George- 
town will  experience  some  little  inconvenience  at 
the  draw;  but  that  inconvenience  will  be  so  very 
Iriiinff  that  it  will  be  entirely  lost  in  a  comparison 
with  the  ^reat  seneral  good  which  will  result  to  the 
eommuDkty.  Having  |«oved,  as  I  trust,  satisfae* 
(oril^,  that  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  cannot 
possibly  be  injured  by  theadoption  of  this  measure, 
let  us  now  exandine  the  inconvenience  to  which 
vessels  passing  the  draw  will  be  subjected,  for 
this  appears  npw  to  be  the  only  remaining  ground 
of  inve^tig[ation.  We  have  been  told  bv  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  well  acquainted  with  the  build- 
ing of  bridges  and  of  their  effects,  that  little  or 
mo  detention  is  experienced  in  passing  the  draws. 
That  it  frequently  happens  that  vessels  pass 
throuffh  without  lowering  a  sail  or  being  detained 
a  single  instant  when  they  have  a  fair  wind,  and 
that  at  no  time  is  it  necessary  to  detain  them 
longer  than  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes.  If  this 
information  is  correct,  (and  we  cannot  possibly 
doubt  it,)  where,  let  me  ask,  is  the  very  great  in- 
jary  to  the  very  few  vessels  that  will  have  to  pass 
this  draw?  When  I  say  very  few,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  reference  to  the  statement  made  the 
other  day  by  my  honorable  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  whose  Tepprt  ia  now  the 
subject  of  discussion.  He  then  told  us  that  his 
atatemant  was  taken  from  absolute  entries  made 
at  the  coUeetor'a  office  at  Georgetown  for  the  last 
aeven  year*,  and  in  that  time  only  twentv-one 
ahipsysix  brigsyone  hundred  and  thirty-two  scnoon- 
ers,  a«d  fifty-two  sloops  had  been  entered  there, 
making  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  eleven 
vesaekof  all  descriptioBii.  My  coUeagoe  at  that 
time  omitted  to  naentioa,  or  was  not  apprized  of 
the  fact,  that  of  the  vessels  entered  at  George- 
towtt)  a  very  oonsiderable  prepartion  never  went 
4herc^  but  Were  destined  for,  and  actually  load- 
ed at  the  Eastern  Branch.  It  is  very  well 
^own  that  within  the  last  seven  yeara  a  num- 
ber of  large  vessels  were  loaded  at  the  Eaatern 
Branch  by  Mn  Barry  alone,  who  was  at  that 
time  engaged  in  making  lar^  shipments  of  flour 
and  biscuit  to  the  West  Indies ;  yet  all  these  ves- 
sels, as  well  as  a  great  ftunU>er  emfiloyed  in  re- 
moving from  Philadelphia  the  Airniture  of  Con- 
fess, of  the  President,  and  of  the  public  officers, 
together  with  those  employed  in  bringing  stores, 
d^c.  for  the  navy  yard  on  the  Eastern  Branch, 
were  all  entered  at  Georgetown,  that  being  the 
onlyport  of  entry  for  Georgetown  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  tnereby  giving  to  Georgetown  an 
appearance  of  commerce  which  she  is  not  really 
entitled  to.  i  have  asoertaiaed  that  some  years 
ago  several  foreign  vensels  resorted  to  the  port  of 
Oeocgetown  lo  oarrj  away  the  tobaaco  of  that 


town  and  Bladensburg,  and  that  the  ships  used  to 
lay  in  the  Eastern  Branch  to  obtain  their  cargo 
from  both  places.  That  this  trade  has  declined 
cannot  be  denied,  for  it  is  an  incontro?ertible  fact 
that  the  only  ship  destined  for  Georgetown  last 
year,  called  the  William  Murdock,  Captain  Toon, 
was  loaded  at  Barry's  wharf,  on  the  Eastern 
Branch,  because  there  was  not  sufficient  water 
over  the  bar  below  Georgetown  to  admit  her  pas- 
sage to  and  from  that  place.  Now,  sir,  from  the 
whole  number  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions  en- 
tered at  Georgetown  for  the  last  seven  years,  we  j 
may  fairly  deduct  one-fourth  for  those  wKich  , 
never  went  there;  there  will  then  remain  1584s 
having  actually  passed  no  the  river  to  that  place 
during  that  time;  whicn,  divided  by  seven,  will 
be  something  less  than  twenty-three  vessels  in 
each  year,  and  not  quite  one  for  each  fortnight. 
Thus,  then,  sir,  this  mighty  obstacle — these  great 
delays  by  a  drawbridge— after  investigation  be- 
come very  inconsiderable.  Indeed  the  first  is 
proven  to  oe  nothing^  and  the  last  too  trifling  to 
deserve  serious  consideration.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, In  order  to  remove  every  objection,  or  even 
doubt,  which  can  possibly  exist  with  any  part  of 
the  Committee,  I  am  willing  to  insert  a  clause  in 
the  bill  obliging  the  Bridge  Companv  to  compen- 
sate for  any  loss  by  detention  at  the  draw. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  erection  of 
this  bridge  cannot  injure  the  navigation  of  the  ^ 
river,  nor  subject  to  much  inconvenience  the  very 
few  vessels  which  may  pass  it.  It  is  now  proper 
that  I  should  state  the  advantages  which  will  re- 
sult to  the  community  at  large  from  its  erection. 
It  is  hardly  necessary,  I  presume,  sir,  to  state  the 
difference  in  despatch,  in  safety,  and  in  comfort, 
between  a  bridge  and  ferry,  even  where  the  dis- 
tance is  the  same;  but  when  a  savmg  of  nearly 
one-half  the  distance  is  effected  in  favor  of  the 
bridge,  the  advantages  are  too  obvious  to  be  re- 
sisted. Prom  a  c^iaculation  made  by  my  ccl- 
league  (Mr.  Thompsom )  the  other  day,  the  oub- 
lic  will  save,  (agreeably  to  a  statement  of  ex- 
pense furnished  from  the  General  Post  Office  De- 
partment,) in  carrying  the  mail  alone,  between 
five  and  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  in 
the  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congresi^ south 
of  the  Potomac,  about  the  same  sum.  This  is 
certainly  no  great  consideration  with  the  Govern- 
ment, in  a  pecuniary  pdnt  of  view,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked. 
It  is  worth  savinff.  We  ought  not  to  forget  the 
admonition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Nblsoh.)  the  other  day,  upon  the  slibiect  of 
economy.  He  then  toW  us  what  bis  granifiuhar, 
an  old  Scotchman,  onoe  told  him:  *"  That  many 
raickles  would  make  a  mnckle— take  care  of  the 
pence,  and  the  pounds  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves.'^  I  agree  iierfectiy  with  that  gentleman's 
grandfather,  in  this  particular  at  least,  and  think 
we  ought  not  to  waste  the  pubUe  money  becaose 
the  sum  may  appear  trifling. 

The  saving  to  travellers  of  every  description 
will  be  incalculably  great.  Those  who  travel  in 
the  public  stage  or  other  hired  carriages  will  save 
(at  the  rate  of  stage  fare  item  Oeargetown  |o 
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Akiandria)  at  leaat  seven ty-fire  cents  goiog  and 
theaamereturolDg,  makiog  a  dollar  and  a  half 
for  etch  jMssenger  per  day.    £very  description  of 
trarei  from  New  Hampshire  to  G^rgia  will  save 
la  an  eqoal  proportion.;  but  the  saving  of  money 
betn  00  proportion  to  the  saving  of  time.    The 
pc^mlation  of  the  District  is  increasing  very  fast, 
*    asd  shall  the  eastern  and  western  paits  or  it  be 
/are? er  divided  by  an  obstacle  so  easily  suroaoant- 
eil   Shall  the  Potomac  he  an  eternal  barrier  to 
t^ir  intercourse,  when  a  bridge  can  be  so  easily 
thrown  across  it?  and  at  the  expense  of  a  com- 
pany, too,  who  will  ask  no  aid  from  (be  Oovern- 
ment   And  will  you  force,  not  only  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  District,  but  taear  five  millions  of  your 
diiz€Bs  to  the  aooth  and  north  of  the  Potomac, 
who  may  occasionally  wish  to  travel  in  different 
directions  to  the  seat  of  Giovernment,  to  go  the 
ciroaitotts  route  of  Georgetown,  over  a  ferry,  at 
sometimes  impassable,  and  at  all  times  disagreea- 
ble, and  a  road,  too,  extremely  bad  indeed,  when 
they  can  pass  with  great  comfort,  safety,  and  ex- 
pedition, a  good  bridge  and  an  even  paved  road  at 
least  four  or  six  miles  nearer  1    Is  tnis  city  never 
to  increase?    Is  it  forever  to  be  excluded  from  a 
eommuoication  with  the  Virginia  shore  but  by  a 
hrry  7    Are  the  mails  and  stages  always  to  be 
deUjedbyu,  ferry?    Are  the  citizens  of  every 
description  always  to  be  severed,  except  by  a  cir- 
cuttoos  route  and  dangerous  ferry  ?    I  trust  not. 
It  is  impossible.    A  bridge  myst  and  will  be  built, 
at  some  time  or  other,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done 
the  better.    The  people  will  not  remain  longer 
uaoenaected,  aod  be  silent;  the  public  voice  de- 
HMDds  it  at  our  hands,  the  public  good  requires 
k,  aad  it  oo^ht  to  be  done.  We  have  often  heard, 
even  upon  this  floor,  the  Metropolis  of  the  Union 
eompared  to  a  wilderness.    Sir,  the  comparison 
B  not  altogether  unjust ;  it  is  indeed  a  wilder- 
pesBj  and  1  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I  trust  and  hope 
it  vill  not  long  remain  so.    It  is  time  that  the 
ibotering  hand  of  the  Government  had  been  ex- 
tended to  its  inaprovement,  then  indeed  we  might 
hope  to  hear  no  more  expressions  of  discontent  at 
the  situation  and  accommodation  at  this  place. 
The  erection  of  a  bridge  would  open  to  the  city 
a  very  abundant  and  cheap  market  at  Alexandria, 
by  wnich  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  could  be 
enabled  tokeep  better  and  cheaper  boarding-houses, 
and  thereby  silence  at  least  one  of  the  obiec- 
tians  to  the  continuance  of  Congress  here.    But 
we  are  called  upon  to  say  '^  where  is  there  a  com- 
mercial town  above  a  bridge?"    T answer,  in  al- 
most every  direction,  both  in  this  country  and 
fiorope.    I  am  told,  and  I  believe  correctly,  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  city  of  London  is  above  its 
bridffe,  although  it  ha«.no  draw.    In  almost  all 
the  States  northward  of  this,  there  are  bridges  of 
this  description,  and  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  com- 
ing from  inat  country,  and  well  acquainted  with 
<hejr  efiects,  that  no  serious  injury  has  been  ex- 
perienced by  commercial  towns  above  them,  nor 
has  the  property  fallen  in  vahie,  or  improvement 
be«i  checked  m  those  towns  by  the  erection  of 
their  bridges.    In  Massachusetts  alone  there  are 
a  great  many  bridges  below  large  and  flourishing 


town^,  some  of  which  I  will  venture  to  aay  have 
ten  times  the  commercial  importance  of  George- 
town. Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  Charleslown, 
in  Massachusetts,  have  bridges.  The  first  two 
are  ports  of  delivery,  which  is  the  best  evidence 
of  their  flourishing  situation.  There  are  also  in 
Massachusetts  two  other  bridges,  Chelsea  and 
Maiden,  through  both  of  which  you  must  pass  to 
get  to  Medford,  a  town  of  considerable  commer- 
cial importance,  and  we  have  been  told  that  prop- 
erty above  these  bridges  has  experienced  no  dim- 
inution in  value  in  consequence  of  their  erection. 
But  why  need  we  travel  to  Europe,  and  to  the 
northward  for  examples  ?  We  have  almost  with- 
in our  view  several  drawbridges,  through  which 
vessels  pass  to  commercial  towns  above  them, 
and  yet  I  have  never  heard  any  inconvenience 
complain^  of.  There  is  one  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  within  this  District,  and  another  on  Oc- 
coquan,  at  a  small  town  called  Colchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Although  the  commerce  above  the  first  is 
now  very  inconsiderable,  yet  there  was  a  time 
within  my  recollection  when  more  vessels  w^e 
loaded  upon  the  Eastern  Branch  than  at  George- 
town at  this  time.  Above  the  latter  bridge  at 
Colchester,  and  at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  is 
a  little  town  called  Occoquan,  in  a  state  of  rapid 
improvement.  There  are  in  it  two  or  three  very 
large  manufacturing  mills,  and  several  stores,  and 
belonging  to  it  several  vessels.  This  little  town 
has  siart^  into  consequence  since  the  erection  of 
the  bridge  below  it,  whilst  Colchester,  a  place  of 
ancient  standing,  and  below  the  bridge,  too,  has 
dwindled  into  nothing.  There  is  not  belonging 
to  it  a  single  vessel  nor  in  it  a  single  store.  This 
is  a  case  precisely  in  point.  Colchester,  a  place 
of  ancient  establishment,  and  below  the  bridge, 
too,  has  sunk  into  nothing ;  whilst  the  town  of 
Occoquan,  only  two  miles  above  it,  is  progressing 
rapidly  to  a  state  of  commercial  importance. 
Thus  it  is  plainly  proven  that  bridges  have  not 
the  injurious  effects  upon  commerce  above  them, 
which  the  people  of  Georgetown  would  wish  us 
to  believe.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  to  these  little  artifi- 
cial causes  that  commercial  towns  owe  their  rise 
or  fall,  but  to  enterprise  and  capitaL 

We  have  been  told  by  the  counter-memorial- 
ists, and  it  has  been  reiterated  here, "  that  natu- 
ral advantaffes  ought  not  to  be  injured  by  artifi- 
cial means."  Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  people  of  Georgetown  ought  to  have  been 
silent ;  they  are  not  aware  of  a  retort  which  this 
objection  will  force  upon  them.  Will  they  rec- 
ollect, sir,  that  to  artificial  means  alone  they  are 
indebted  for  the  ereatest  part  of  their  commerce? 
Will  they  recoflect  that  from  artificial  means 
alone  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria 
have  been  deprived  of  their  natural  advantages 
to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Georgetown?  Vo 
they  not  know  that  the  improvement  of  the  Po- 
tomac above  them  has  diverted  from  its  natural 
course  a  commerce  which  belonged  to  others  and 
which  now  enriches  them  ?  And  will  they  per- 
mit me  to  remind  them  that  even  to  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  they  owe  ho  inconsiderable  share  of 
their  commerce  ?    Yes,  sir,  I  will  remind  the  pao- 
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pie  of  Georgetown  of  advantages  from  artificial 
means  which  thej  ought  not  to  have  forgotten, 
l)ecause  to  them,  in  a  great  measure,  ihev  owe 
their  present  commercial  standins^.  The  bridge 
below  the  Little  Falls,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac,  has  given  to  George- 
town a  considerable  quantity  of  produce  from 
Virginia  whkh  must  otherwise  haveg[one  to  Al- 
exandria. I  am  very  far  from  objecting  to  the 
means  by  which  the  importance  of  Georgetown 
bas  been  acquired.  I  was  pleased  with  the  erect- 
ion of  a  bridge  at  the  Little  Falls,  because  it  was 
a  convenience  generally,  and  particularly  so  to 
that  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come,  and 
from  the  same  principle  I  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
number  of  other  bridges  erected,  both  above  and 
below  the  Falls.  I  have  alwavs  thouffht  and  still 
tbiok  there  ought  to  be  a  bridge  at  Georgetown, 
and  if  the  people  of  that  place  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  will  propose  it,  I  will  promise  to  vote 
for  it.  Is  it  necessary  already  to  remind  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgetown  that  for  their  exclusive  bene- 
fit one  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  has  been  entire- 
ly clawed,  by  authorizing  a  dam  from  Mason^ 
Island  to  the  Virginia  shore,  which  gives  to  them. 
in  some  measure,  a  monopoly  of  the  flour  which 
comes  down  the  Potomac?  and  are  we  now  to  be 
told  by  the  same  people  that  we  possess  no  Con- 
atitutional  right  to  authorize  a  bridge  across  the 
Potomac  for  the  poblte  good,  even  with  a  free 
passage  to  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  and  that 
even  if  we  possess  the  right,  it  would  be  a  wan- 
ton and  cruel  exercise  of  it?  The  erection  of 
the  dam  will  certainly  prevent  flour  boats  from 
going  to  Alexandria  at  particular  seasons  of  the 
year,  when  high  winds  are  frequent,  as  they  will 
be  obliged  to  go  a  considerable  distance  round 
Mason's  Island,  exposed  to  a  wide  and  unprotect- 
ed sheet  of  water,  which  will  subject  them  to 
considerable  danger,  even  when  the  wind  is  mod- 
erate ;  but  before  the  erection  of  this  dam,  the 
boats  could  go  down  to  Alexandria  at  almost  any 
season,  and  with  almost  any  wind,  as  they  could, 
and  d  d  always  keep  close  to  the  Virginia  shore, 
and  covered  by  its  banks  were  perfectly  secure. 
This  measure,  as  well  as  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  at  the  Falls,  was  evidently  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  Alexandria.  Yet,  sir.  had  we  any 
complaints  from  that  quarter?  Were  our  rights 
questioned  by  them,  and  our  motives  censured  ? 
Were  we  told  by  them  that  **no  place  should  cal- 
culate on  artificial  advantages,  which  cannot  be 
afibrded  without  depriving  other  places  of  their 
natural  advantages?"  No,sir,  th^y  were  silent; 
not  even  a  murmur  escaped  them ;  they  had  no 
wish  to  deprive  their  neighbors  of  any  advanta- 
ges they  could  derive  from  *  artificial  means."  al- 
though their  interests  should  in  some  measure  be 
affected  by  it ;  they  felt  none  of  those  jealousies 
which  appear  now  to  influence  their  nei<;hbors. 
It  is  well  known  that  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
ffress  I  was  in  favor  of  the  causeway  from  Mason's 
island  to  the  Virginia  shore.  I  did  not  believe  at 
that  time  it  could  do  apy  injury  to  the  public, 
ftnd  as  the  people  of  Georgetown  supposed  it 
^(^old  benefit  them  by  leclaiming  a  channel  con- 


siderably iniured  by  natural  causes,  I  conld  have 
no  reasonable  objection  to  the  experiment,  and  of 
course  gave  to  it  my  support.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  now  examined  such  parts  of  this  subject  as 
have  not  been  generally  adverted  to  by  those  who 
have  preceded  roe ;  I  must  now  be  permitted  to 
answer  some  observations  which  have  fallen  from 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Nblson)  has  made  one  point  of  objection  to  thia 
measure,  which  I  had  not  expected  from  any 
quarter,  and  particularly  from  himself.  We  are 
now  told  by  that  gentleman  that  we  have  no  Con- 
stitutional right  to  authorize  the  erection  of  this 
bridge;  that  we  are  fch-bidden  by  the  compact 
between  Virginia  and  Maryland.  I  do  not  mean, 
at  this  time,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  this 
objection ;  I  consider  it  as  having  been  completely 
refuted  and  settled  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the 
causeway  from  Mason's  island  to  the  Virginia 
shore;  and  I  am  unwilling  to  trespass  unnecessa- 
rily upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee.  But  I 
would  ask  the  ffenileman  from  Maryland  how  it 
has  happened  that  he  who^  at  the  last  session,  so 
ably  vindicated  the  Constitutional  right  of  Con- 
gress to  build  a  causeway  (which  is  a  complete 
obstruction)  should  now  deny  that  ri^ht  in  the 
case  of  a  bridge,  which  is  no  obstruction  at  all, 
and  which  will  be  of  great  public  utility?  The 
gentleman  has,  however,  acknowledged  his  error, 
confessed  his  sin,  and  asks  forgiveness,  and  he 
ought  to  receive  it.  But  we  are  again  told  by  the 
gentleman  from    Maryland  "that  the  petitions 

*  upon  this  subject  are  old  petitions,  presented  two 

*  or  three  years  ago ;  that  be  had  no  idea  that  such 

*  a  measure  would  be  acted  upon,  and  that  he  was 

<  taken  by  surprise."  That  the  petitions  are  old 
cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the  gentleman  should 
be  taken  by  surprise  is  really  astonishing.  Sir,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  have  new  petitions;  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  recollect  that,  at  the  first  session 
of  the  last  Congress,  the  select  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred,  made  a  report  in 
its  favor,  which,  for  want  of  time,  was  not  acted 
upon  during  the  session ;  that^  at  the  last  %%s^<m^ 
it  was  revived,  and  the  committee  again  reported 
in  itsfavor;  but,  from  the  pressure  of  important 
bn^ness,  it  was  not  acted  unon.  It  has  now  been 
called  up,  as  part  of  the  unnoished  business  of  the 
last  session,  and  referred  to  another  committee, 
who,  after  a  coosideratioa  of  six  or  seven  weeks, 
have  again  reported  in  its  favor.  Can  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  now  say  he  has  been  taken 
by  surprise?  Certainly  not.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  from  the  commencement  of  this 
business,  and  ought  to  have  known  its  progress; 
every  committee  to  whom  this  subject  has  hith- 
erto been  referred  has  uniformly  reported  in  its 
favor  and,  I  believe,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  appoint  a 
committee  inaiscriminately  who  would  not  make 
the  same  report.  But,  says  the  gentleman  again, 
**  Congress  may  legislate  over  a  part  of  the  Poto- 
'  mac,  they  may  build  a  causeway,  but  they  have 

<  no  right  to  hoild  a  bridge  enUrely  across  the 
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^Tiier."    This  is  certaiolr  very  extraordiDarjr 
doctrioe;  if  we  ba?e  a  right  to  a  part  we  cer- 
taiol]r  bare  a  right  to  the  whole  of  the  Potomac, 
within  the  District  of  Colambia.    An  honorable 
{^eotlensaD  from  Georgia,  ^Mr.  £arlt.^  also  ob- 
jects to  oar  right  to  legislate  upon  this  subject ; 
^'beeaase,"  says  the  gentleman,  **  by  the  compact 
'ktweeD  Tirginia  and  Maryland,  neither  State 
'ias  a  right  to  ol»tnict  the  navigation  of  the  Po- 
'tomac,  and  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  even  with  a 
' lira w,  will  be  such  an  obstruction  as  is  prohibit- 
'  ed  b^  that  compact  f  and,  to  ^ive  ns  the  true 
definition  of  the  word  ^*  obstruct"  he  has  favored 
OS  with  Johnson's  Dictionary  as  an  authority, 
which  ia  conclusive  with  him^  ** because  it  is  the 
plain,  good  old  English  definition,"  to  use  the  lan- 

Kag^e  of  the  gentleman.  In  the  gentleman's 
ctionary,  it  is  found  that  "  obstruct"  means  to 
hinder,  impede,  dbc.;  and,  be  has  triumphantly 
asked,  if  this  bridge  will  not  binder  and  impede? 
And  if  so,  whether  it  will  not  obstruct?  I  will, 
in  my  tnrn,  ask  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
whether  Congress  has  not  a  right  to  establish 
quarantine  regulations  within  the  District^  and  to 
hinder  vesseb  from  proceeding  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  dMy^l  And  whether  they  have  not  a  rieht, 
if  an  enemy's  squadron  was  approaching  their 
capital,  to  prevent  their  approach,  by  throwing 
across  the  channel  a  chevaux-de-frrse  or  any  other 
obstraetion,  they  might  think  proper,  for  the  pub- 
lic safety  %  Sorely  this  right  will  not  be  qnes- 
tioBed ;  and  yet  by  the  gentleman's  authorltVj  bis 
good  old  English  authority,  it  would  be  a  niad- 
ranee,  an  impediment ;  and,  of  coarse,  such  an 
•bstmction  asb  prohibited  by  the  compact  But, 
io  what  \ig\A  is  this  subject  viewed  by  the  State 
ef  Maryland  ?  Has  she  conceived  the  erection  of 
a  hriiige  across  the  Potomac  as  violating  the  com- 
pact? I  believe  not,  sir.  We  find  that  the  Le* 
gtslature  of  that  State  passed  a  law  in  the  year 
1701,  previous  to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiotion 
of  the  territory  by  the  United  States,  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown. 
Km  the  rirer  Potomac  is  navigable  for  some  dis- 
tance above  Ckorgetown,  we  most  consider  the 
passage  of  this  law  as  expressive  of  an  opinion  of 
the  Legislatnre  of  Maryland,  that  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  below  the  bead  of  tide  water,  is  not  such 
an  obstruction  or  injury  as  is  prohibited  by  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  two  States.  By 
this  law  a  bridge  is  authorized  as  well  below  as 
above  Georgetown.  Indeed,  it  might  have  been 
boilt  at  the  very  place  where  the  present  bridge 
is  coDtemplated. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Findlet)  also  denies  the  ri^ht  of  Congress 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  but  yet  he  admits  the 
right  to  improve.  Shall  we  attempt  to  improve 
that  to  which  we  have  no  right  ?  Certainly  not. 
He  ius  also  attempted  to  cast  an  indirect  censure 
oo  the  committee,  by  insinuating  that,  as  this  re- 
port difiers  from  a  spurious  statement,  just  laid 
apoD  your  table,  they  were  influenced  by  improp- 
er considerations.  How  extremely  unjust  is  this 
imputation  !  The  select  committee  to  whom  this 
•abject  has  been  referred,  have  delayed  their  re- 


port for  several  weeks,  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  procure  all  the  information  upon  which  to 
form  a  correct  and  impartial  decision.  Their  sit- 
tings were  public  and  open  to  all  parties,  and  they 
formed  their  opinion  from  documents  alone,  sub- 
mitted to  them.  If  the  opponents  of  this  measure 
had  intended  to  act  fairly,  they  would  have  at- 
tended the  committee,  and  submitted  to  them 
their  objections  and  statements,  and  if  there  had 
appeared  contradictions  as  to  fact,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  committee,  before  they  re- 
ported, to  have  investigated  the  subject,  and  to 
have  ascertained  the  truth.  But  this  course,  it 
seems,  they  did  not  think  proper  to  pursue;  they 
were  afraid  of  investigation.  And  they  hav« 
delayed  their  statements  until  the  subject  k 
already  under  discussion,  when  it  is  impossible  to 
contradict  it  by  investigation.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  impropriety  of  this  mode  of  proceeding,  or 
of  the  indecency  of  the  statement,  bnt  will  oolf 
notice- the  difference  in  distance  in  a  survey  said 
to  be  a  correct  one,  which  was  furnished  thecom- 
mitteo  three  years  ago,  and  by  which  they  have 
been  governed  ;  and,  by  a  survey  recently  made 
and  secretly  circulated  among  the  memoers  of 
this  House  only  since  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. By  the  first  survey,  (the  correctness  of 
which  has  never  been  contradtcted,)  there  appear- 
ed to  the  committee  to  be  a  saving  of  five  miles 
and  seven-eiffhths  between  the  Georgetown  route 
and  the  bridge  route  to  Alexandria,  from  the 
CapitoL  But,  it  is  said,  by  this  new  and  illegiti- 
mate survey,  which  has  found  its  way  into  thia 
House  at  a  very  unseasonable  time,  and  nnder 
circumstances  or  extreme  suspicion,  that  the  dif* 
ference  in  the  two  routes  is  a  mere  nothing,  aboat 
a  mile,  or,  perhaps,  a  little  more.  I  will  not  vouch 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  first  survey ;  it  is  possible 
there  mav  be  some  little  mistake  in  calculation, 
but  I  will  vouch  for  the  integrity  of  thegentlemaa 
who  made  it.  I  have  long  known  him,  and  aa 
honester  man  does  not  exist.  But  can  the  com- 
mittee hesitate  in  their  opinion  of  the  relative 
correctness  of  the  two  surveys  under  all  circum- 
stances? If  it  be  possible,  I  beg  them  to  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  which  ia 
due  south  from  the  Capitol,  and  then  to  Qeorge- 
town  and  over  the  ferry,  which  is  about  three- 
and-a-half  miles  in  a  northwestern  direction,  and 
they  will  find  that  the  original  survey  cannot  be 
incorrect 

But  there  is  another  circumstance  which  prores 
indisputably  the  correctness  of  the  first  survey. 
General  Mason,  who  is  certainly  more  interested 
in  opposing  the  erection  of  this  bridje  than  any 
other  person,  appeared  before  a  former  committee 
upon  this  subject  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  and 
I  have  been  told  by  a  member  of  that  committee 
that  he  made  no  objection  to  the  correctness  of  the 
survey.  But.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  possible  to 
doubt  as  to  tne  correctness  of  the  two  surveys,  I 
beg  the  Committee  to  aff'ord  time  for  ascertaioiof 
the  truth  by  voting  for  the  present  resolution,  and 
enable  us  to  bring  in  a  bill,  before  the  discussion 
of  which  an  opportunity  may  be  given  of  resur- 
veying  the  diaSurent  routes,  and  which  willaoaUa 
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uf  to  vote  uoderstandingly  upon  the  subject  I 
will  now  answer  ap  inquiry  made  by  the  ^ntle- 
man  from  PenDsylvania,  (Mr.  Findlby.)  It  is 
asked  what  is  meant  by  the  public  interest  ?  Is  it, 
says  the  gentleman^  Georgetown,  Aleiandria,  or 
tbe  City  of  Washington?  I  answer,  no;  it  is 
neither.  I  feel  no  partiality  for  either  place;  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  I  know  them  not; 
but  it  is  the  nation  at  laree  whose  interest  it  is 
my  wish  to  promote  by  this  measure ;  and  it  is 
the  immediate  convenieoce  to  my  constituents 
which  I  am  desirous  to  facilitate  and  assist.  Sir, 
I  ha  ve  no  partiality  upon  this  occasion.  If  I  could 
be  influeuced  by  personal  feeling,  I  know  of  no 
place  which  has  a  fairer  elakn  than  Georgetown, 
a»d  I  should  be  happy  of  an  opportunity  of  man- 
ifesting it,  upon  any  proper  oocaaioa.  For  its 
inhabitants  generally  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
and  for  those  in  particular  with  whom  I  have  haa 
the  pleasure  of  an  acqunintaoce,  I  will  add,  par- 
tiality «nd  friendship  ;  but  considerations  of  this 
kind  must  yield  to  public  duty. 

We  are  assembled  here  to  consult  and  promote 
the  general  good,  and  I  should  be  unfakhful  to 
my  own  judgment  if  I  did  not  give  to  this  meas- 
ure my  decided  support. 

Mr.  CtuiNOY  supported ;  and  Messrs.  Dawson. 
G.  W.  Campbell,  Maoruber,  Varnum,  ana 
Bf  ABTERS,  opposed  the  resolution ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  talcen,  and  the  resolution  carried— yeas 
60,  nays  51.  The  Committee  immediately  rose 
and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution. 
The  House  took  the  report  into  consideration. 
Oq  concurring  in  the  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called ;  and  were — yeas  61,  nays  49 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas — Joseph  Barker,  BurweQ  Basset,  CFeorge  M. 
^edinger,  Silas  Betton.  William  Butler,  LeYi  Casey, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Frederick  CJonrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
Jaeob  Crowninshield,  Esra  Darby,  Ellas  Earie,  Ebe- 
neaer  Elmer,  Wilham  Ely,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Ckur- 
natt,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  fiilas  Halsay,  deth  Hastings, 
Wiiyam  Helms,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James 
KeMj,  Them«B  Kenaiv  John  Lambert,  Joeeph  Lewis, 
iin>f  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Meriwether,  Nicholas  R*  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jon- 
athan O,  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  John  Pogh,  Jo- 
1^  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards* 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  8cbimeman» 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton. 
WiUiam  Stedmsn,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart) 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Peleg  Wadsworth^  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats^ — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  9srnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jnn.,  Thomas  Bloqnt,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson, 
Peter  Early,  James  Blliot,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  baiah  L.  Green, 
John  HamihOB,  James  Holland,  David  Hohnes,  Patrick 
Magnider,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jeremiah 
>  John  Moirowy  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nel- 


son, Gideon  Clin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Rea,  oT 
Peansylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smitliy 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Samuel  Tenney.  Josepi^ 
B.  Yamum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WilMams,  and  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill^  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  foregomg  resolution;  and  that 
Mr,  Thompson,  of  Virqinia,  Mr.  Campbell,  oT 
Maryland.  Mr.  Lbwis,  Mr.  Magruoer,  and  Mr. 
Butler,  ao  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journ, they  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mn  Crowkinsbield  hoped  the  mption  would 
not  prevail ;  but  that  the  House  would  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  great  national  concerns  that 
demanded  their  attention. 

Messrs.  Quincy,  Newtom,  and  Early,  hoped 
that  the  motion  would  prevail ;  that  time  might 
be  allowed  for  reading  the  voluminous  documents 
presented,  and  for  reflection  on  the  important  sub- 
ject expected  to  come  under  view  on  Monday-^ 
the  non-importation  with  Britain. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr. 
Early's  motion,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  64^ 
nays  54,  and  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday* 


Monday,  February  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  merehants  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massaokusettb,  was  nre- 
sented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  that  UMf 
have  witnessed,  with  mingled  feelings  of  indigna- 
tion towards  the  perpetrators,  and  of  commisera- 
tion for  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  the  insults 
and  barbarities  whieh  the  commerce  of  these 
States  has  sustained  from  the  cruisers  of  Fraaee 
and  Spain ;  but  that  it  is  their  object,  in  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  to  confine  their  animadversions  to 
the  more  alarming,  because  more  numerous  and 
exteneiye  detentions  and  condemnations  of  Araeri* 
can  vessels,  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  advert  to  tha 
principles  recently  avowed  and  adopted  by  her 
courts,  relative  to  neutral  trade  in  articles  of  colo- 
nial produce:  principles  which,  if  admitted,  or 
practised  upon  in  all  the  latitude  whieh  may  iair> 
ly  be  inferred  to  be  intended,  would  be  destructive 
of  the  navigation,  and  radically  impair  the  motf 
lucrative  commerce  of  our  country;  and  piaying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  by  nc|^tia- 
tion,  or  otherwise,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Qoveni* 
ment,  as  will  tend  to  disembarrass  our  commerce, 
assert  our  rights,  and  support  the  dignity  of  the 
United  Sutes.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Phil- 
adelphia, signed  by  Christopher  Simmons  for  htiD* 
self  and  the  rest  of  the  said  crew,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  prayittg[  relief  in  consider- 
ation of  present  distress,  occasioned  by  sufferings 
sustained  while  in  captivity  at  Tripoli. — Referred 
to  Messrs.  Lbir,  QoLnsBoaouoH,  and  CHAifDi^aa. 

Mr.  Oregs,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUie 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  F.  Mes- 
senier,  praying  either  a  doaa^on  of  laad  or  an 
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eitewooB  of  the  nsomX  time  of  pay^ubMit  tberefor, 
t»  aid  bim  in  the  ealtiv&tion  of  tbe  vine.  The 
repert  u  unimTorahle,  sot  only  to  the  prayer  of 
thfis  ifidiTidaal  ease,  but  Hkewiye  to  the  principle 
OD  which  it  is  founded. 

Tbe  Hoose  immediately  took  the  report  into 
consideration,  and  concurred  in  it  withont  di- 
Tision. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate^  roaking^  a 
further  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  library. 
The  bill  appropriates,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  a  former  appropriation,  the 
yearly  sum  of  $1,000  for  five  years,  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  a  joint  committee  of  three 
meinbers  of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  the 
Bmso  of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed  every 
seaaioo. — RfllSuried  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-noiTow. 

A  btU  was  likewise  reoeiFed  £rom  the  Sen^e  lo 
repenl  in  part  the  foomh  seetiea  of  an  aet  to  an* 
thorise  the  mnts  of  land  to  the  French  inhabit- 
ta»ts  of  (MUopoUs.  and  for  oth^  purposes  therein 
jBentkmed.  This  bill  repeals  so  much  of  the  act 
referred  to  as  imposes  the  condition  of  actual  set- 
tlement.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Lmb,  the  HouAe  weftt  into  a 
Comaaittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  making  extra  allowauces  to  certain 
officers  of  the  House  for  extra  services  rendered 
dnrinf  the  last  session. 

Tbe  resolutioQ  authorizes  the  payment  of  $300 
tp  the  C^erk,  $200  to  William  Lambert,  Josias 
W.  King,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  the  Doorkeeper, 
and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  each,  and  $50  to 
Blexios  Spaldinff  and  John  Philips,  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piudlbt,  flOOwere  allowed 
to  James  LAoniB,  Chaplain. 

After  a  short  debate  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to — ayes  47,  noes  42.  * 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  their  report,  and  concurred  in  the  resolution  as 
nmended — yeas  60,  nays  55. 

A  Message  wa^  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  letter  from,  the 
(xovemor  of  South  Carolina,  stating  the  cession 
to  the  United  States  of  certain  sites  of  forts,  4«*, 
OB  eertain  conditions. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tae  of  the  Whole  oa  the  state  of  the  Union. 

▲  Massafipe  waa  likewise  received  from  the  Pres- 
ident ^  the  United  States,  laying  before  the  two 
Hovsesj  for  providing  the  meaas  of  fulfilling  them, 
iftx  Indian  treaties,  v>t  the  extincuishment  of  In- 
dian rights  to  lands  within  the  United  States. 

The  President  stated  that  the  Senate  had  ad- 
Tbed  the  ratification  of  these  treaties,  viz : 

1.  Treaty  with  the  Wyandots,  &c.;  2.  With  the 
same,  Ac.;  3.  With  the  Delawares;  4.  With  the 
Chickasawsj  5.  With  the  Cherokees;  6.  With 
the  Creeks.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aod  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanfobd,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Circuit 
(^urt  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Ai^v  the  UAaka  ware  filled,  Mr.  Maoon  otfeted 


a  new  aectkm  ios  increasing  the  salary  of  the  di4* 
tiict  judge  of  North  Carolina  from  $L500  to 

|2,ooa 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  great 
majority,  as  were  other  motions,  successively 
made,  to  allow  a  salary  of  $1,800,  $1,700,  and 
$1,600. 

The  Committee  rose*  and  reported  the  bill,  and 
the  House  ordered  it  to  a  third  reading  te-morrow«. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRTTAIl^f. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  said  the  Honee  would  reeol^ 
leet  better  than  he  did,  for  he  w«s  not  present  at 
the  time,  the  veiy  important  resolution  i'eforre«l 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyh^*' 
vania,  (Mr.  Grsoo^)  ^miom  he  saw  in  his  f^oe,  to 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  etate  of  the 
Union.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  at  thia 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  resolution,  and 
it  was  sti^l  fucther  from  his  purpose  to  throw  any 
impediaaeot,  or  create  any  delay  in  bringing  for- 
ward  that  discussion;  the  more  so,  as  he  consid- 
ered the  whole  ^enntry  sooth  of  the  seat  of  Gov* 
eiameBt^and  more  partieulafly  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  resided,  decidedly  intetested 
in  a  apeed^  and  prompt  receptioa  or  rejection  of 
the  proposition.  IiMlbBd,  such  was  his  opinion  of 
the  necessity  of  its  being  speedily  acted  opon,  that 
as  soon  as  1^  saw  the  resolution  which  had  been 
offered,  which  was  not  until  Friday,  when  it  waa 
laid  on  their  table,  the  first  suggestion  of  his  mind 
was  to  move  the  going  immediately  into  a  Com- 
miueeof  the  Whole  on  it;  as  those  gentlemen 
with  whom  be  had  the  honor  of  holding  personal 
and  political  intercourse  would  testify.  But  a 
more  mature  reflection  had  convinced  him  that 
before  the  resolution  could  receive  that  ultimate 
decision  which  he  trusted  it  would  receive,  the 
House  stood  in  need  of  material  information, 
which,  however  it  might  be  in  the  possession  of 
this  or  that  individual  was  not  possessed  by  the 
body  of  the  Hoose.  His  object  in  addressing  the 
House  wias  to  obtain  this  information  from  tho 
proper  authority,  from  the  Head  of  a  Department; 
whioh  was  the  only  way  in  which  information  of 
a  aatisfiietory  nature,  such  as  ought  to  iofluenoe 
the  decision  of  the  House,  ouffht  to  be  obtained. 
Mr.  R.  then  submitted  the  foDowiag  resoludon  t 

Resoked,  That  the  9ecret«ry  of  the  Traasory  be 
dhected  to  lay  before  this  Hense  a  statement  of  the 
erports  and  imports  of  the  Uhftpd  States,  to  and  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  tbe  Ameriean  osAsnies 
of  the  same,  Ibr  the  two  last  vears>  dkiingaMm^  the 
oolontal  trade,  from  that  of  the  mother  ooantry,  and 
specifying  die  varions  articles  of  export  and  import^ 
with  die  amount  of  duties  paysMe  on  the  letter. 

Mr.  Smilie  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  observed  that  the  species  of  infor- 
mation called  for  had  not  been  received  by  the 
House  later  than  1803. 

Mr.  Cbowninshibld  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  best  to  extend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
embrace  tbe  British  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  provinces  beyond 
the  Cape  of  GKiod  Hope. 

A  oanTeraatioa  of  name  kagUupnsued  betveea 
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Messrs.  Cbowninshibld,  Bidwbll,  aad  A(<8Ton, 
on  the  one  side;  and  Messrs.  J.  Randolph  and 
J.  Clay  on  the  other,  on  amending  the  resolution. 
The  former  gentlemen  were  for  amending  the 
resolution  so  as  to  embrace  a  period  of  peace  as 
well  as  war,  and  to  obtain  information  from  ^all 
the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,"  which  the 
latter  gentlemen  opposed  on  various  grounds,  one 
of  wbith  was,  that  if  this  additional  information 
were  desirable,  it  could  be  obtained  by  a  distinct 
resolution. 

On  Mr.  CBOWNiNflHiBLD's  motion  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  extend  it  to  '^  British  depen- 
dencies," generally,  the  House  dividcd^-ayes  43, 
Does  .67. 

Mr.  NioHOLBON  suggested  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing the  following  words  to  the  resolution,  in  wbioh 
the  mover  acquiescing,  chey  were  incorporated 
into  it : 

"  And  also  a  statement,  ibowing  in  detail  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  like  articles  of  import  brought  in- 
to the  United  States,  from  other  nations  respectively, 
with  the  rate  and  amount  of  doty  thereon." 

The  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield  then  moved  the  following 
resolution.  He  said,  in  substance,  it  was  the 
same  with  the  amendment  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia : 

Reiohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the 
British  dependencies,  other  than  those  of  America,  for 
the  last  two  years. 

This  resolution  was  likewise  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PETITION  OP  FRANCIS  AMORT. 

Mr.  Crowniiisbibld.  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferredj  on  the  8th  instant,  the  petition  of  Francis 
Amory,  merchant,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  following  (acts  are  stated  in  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  petition.  That  tiie  petitioner  was  the 
owner  of  the  ship  Astrea,  an  American  vessel,  com- 
manded  by  Solomon  Stanwood,  which  sailed  from  Ba- 
tavia,  in  the  month  of  December,  1804,  bound  to  Bos- 
ton, and  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  oofiee. 
That,  on  the  17th  of  January  following,  beuig  then  in 
the  Indian  ocean,  the  ship  experienced  a  violent  hurri- 
cane, and  was  dfismaated,  and  otherwise  so  wrecked 
and  disabled,  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  into  the  Isle  of 
France  for  Use  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  crew, 
and  the  property  on  board.  That,  upon  examination 
in  that  island,  finding  the  ship  not  seaworthy,  and  that 
it  was  impossible  to  repair  her,  except  at  an  expense  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  which  greatly 
exceeded  her  then  value,  the  master  was  obliged  to 
abandon  her,  and  she  was  condemned  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  underwriters,  and  all  concerned.  The 
master  and  supercargo  now  state,  that,  as  no  American 
bottom  could  be  obtained  to  transport  the  cargo  to  Amer- 
iea,  they  chartered  the  Swedish  ship  Pelee,  and  shipped 
the  tame  in  that  vessel  to  Boston,  where  she  lately 
strived.    The  Collector  of  Boatonckaiged  the  aUen  or 


foreign  duty  on  the  Pelee's  cargoy  as  she  was  a  i  ^^ 
ship,  and  it  is  this  additional  duty  which  the  p^l- 
tioner  is  desirous  should  be  remitted  to  him^  upon  the 
ground  that  the  cargo  was  originally  shipped  in  an 
American  vessel,  and  that  the  change  of  bottom,  which 
subsequently  took  place,  was  an  act  of  necessity  be- 
yond his  control,  and  for  which  he  ought  not  to  aufleiv 
It  will  be  observed  by  the  House,  that  the  cargo  in  ques- 
tion was  imported  into  the  United  States  in  a  foreign 
ship,  and  it  is  known  that  the  character  of  the  ship  de- 
termines the  amount  of  duties  payable  upon  tlie  cargo 
imported  in  her.  The  cargo  may  be  American  proper- 
ty, but  if  the  ship  is  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag,  or 
even  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  is  not 
furnished  with  an  American  register,  the  cargo  is  lia- 
ble to  the  extra  duty  alluded  to,  and  the  ship  herself  is 
charged  with  the  foreign  tonnage  duty.  By  the  Ivws 
now  in  force,  it  will  be  found  that  all  goods,  waree,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  Statss  in  ves- 
sels not  of  the  United  States^  ars  subject  to  pay  Hks 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  duty,  char- 
geable upon  similar  articles  imported  in  American  ves- 
sels. The  following  statement  will  point  out  the  di^ 
ference  of  duty  between  a  foreign  and  *an  American, 
ship,  and  their  respective  cargoes,  upon  entning  a  poet 
of  the  United  States. 

American  Ship, 
For  instance:  A  cargo  is  imported  firom  a  foreign  port 

or  place,  in  an  American  vessel,  and  the  duty  amounts 

^*«      -    , $hOOO 

Tonnage  duty  for  the  ship,  supposed  to  be  of 

the  burden  of  200  tons,  at  six  cents  per  ton  1% 

Duty  on  the  cargo,  imported  in  the  American 
ship,  including  her  duty  of  tonnage    -        -     1,01S 

Foreign  Skip, 

If  we  presume  the  cargo  to  be  imported  in  a  vessel  not 
of  the  United  States,  the  first  duty  is  -        -  $1,000 

To  which  add  the  ten  per  cent,  additional  du^ 
for  foreign  vessels      -        -        .        .        .         lOO 

Add,  also,  the  foreign  tonnage  for  200  tons,  at 
60  cents  per  ton         -        .        .        .        .        ioq 

And  the  foreign  light  money,  for  the  same  ton- 
nage, at  60  cents  per  ton    -        -        -        •        100 

The  amount  of  tonnage  and  the  Kgfat  money, 
for  the  foreign  ship  and  the  duty  on  her 
cargo,  will  be  -        .        .        .        . 


1.300 

Here,  it  is  manifest,  the  advantage  is  on  the  ndi  of 
the  American  vessel,  in  our  <iwn  ports ;  but  the  disad- 
vantages our  vessels  su£br  in  foreign  porta,  from  the 
extraordinary  impositions  on  our  commerce  and  ship- 
ping, more  than  counterbalance  the  trifling  additional 
expenses  to  which  foreign  vessels  are  subject  upon  en- 
tering the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  the  United 
Sutes  should,  at  once,  repeal  all  the  alien  or  additional 
duties  payable  by  foreign  ships,  both  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  upon  the  condition  that  other  nations  would 
adopt  the  same  liberal  and  just  policy  towards  Ameri- 
can ships  and  cargoes,  when  entering  their  ports,  plac- 
ing them  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  own,  com- 
merce would  be  free  from  some  of  the  shackles  with 
which  it  is  at  present  burdened,  and  a  fair  competition 
in  every  market  would  soon  determine  who  could  af^ 
ford  to  sell  cheapest.  This  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  givo 
to  American  shipping  and  commerce  the  free  scope  to 
enterprise,  and  a  ready  and  advantagoous  sale  of  oor 
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indnctioiw,  with  cbaap  retnrns  for  the  connumer.  The 
cnminittiw  have  been  led  to  ma)(e  theee  obeenrations, 
pnvioiii  to  giving  their  opinion  on  the  present  applica- 
tioB  hf  a  remission  of  the  additional  duties  imposed 
on  the  cargo  of  a  foreign  ship.  They  seemed  to  have 
a  beaiing  on  the  subject,  and  are  supposed  to  be  of 
some  hnportance,  from  a  consideration  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  allow  such  a  claim  without  first  repeal- 
iDg'tlie  discriminating  law. 

if  the  duty  on  the  cargo  is  returned,  it  would  cer- 
tunly  be  as  &ir  to  return  the  foreign  tonnage  duties  on 
the  ^ip.  The  committee  are  not  informed  of  any  one 
inelaiice  where  either  has  been  done.  It  is  true,  dus 
wee  a  constrained  importation,  but  it  is  already  seen, 
if  ^  caigo  had  been  brought  in  any  owregistered  Tee- 
sal  of  the  United  States,  it  mo«t  have  been  charged 
with  the  additional  duty.  The  cargo  came  from  a  for- 
fligii  port,  and  was  of  foreign  production,  and  imported 
in  a  fareif&  built  vesseL  It  having  been  once  on  board 
an  American  ship  seems  to  make  very  little  difference 
in  its  favor.  It  ought  to  give  it  no  new  or  eitraordi- 
nary  privileges.  Let  the  committee  be  allowed  to  re- 
verse the  case,  and  to  suppose  the  Astrea  had  been  the 
foreign,  ship,  and  the  Pelee  the  American  ship,  and 
all  the  other  drcumstances  had  been  similar  in  every 
respect.  The  cargo  then  is  imported  in  the  Pelee,  en- 
titled to  American  privileges,  when  it  might  have  been 
imported  in  the  Astrea,  if  no  accident  had  happened 
to  her  on  (he  voyage.  Should  the  American  or  foreign 
&ties  be  diarged  on  such  an  importation?  Surely, 
tfie  American  duties.  And  would  it  not  hav»  been 
manifestly  nnjost  to  have  charged  the  owner  with  the 
fbreigm  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  American  ship, 
merely  because  it  was  taken  froin  afoieign  ship  1  And 
yet,  if  the  principle  is  correct  in  one  case,  it  must  be 
80  in  the  odier.  11^  however,  the  transshipment  had 
been  made  at  sea,  from  an  American  to  a  foreign  ship, 
nnder  drcamstajices  of  eminent  distress,  it  would  have 
placed  the  daun  on  somewhat  higher  ground;  but, 
even  in  this  case,  the  committee  would  hardly  have 
feh  themselves  authorized  to  propose  a  return  of  the 
additional  duties.  The  amount  of  the  duty  on  this 
importation  is  not  stated  in  any  documents  accompa- 
nying the  petition.  If  the  cargo  was  re-exported,  the 
ten  per  cent,  additional  duty  was  retained,  besides  the 
usual  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  deducted  from  the 
drawback. 

The  committee  are  satisfied,  if  this  daim  waa  al- 
lowed, it  vrould  lead  to  many  others  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  the  law  being  dear  and  eiplidt  on  this  head,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  House  ought  not  to  grant  the 
prayer  9(  the  petitioner,  and  they  recommend  that  he 
■tuNdd  have  leave  to  vrithdraw  his  potition,  with  the 
4ocmmtmtM  aooompanying  it. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  OQ  Tharsday  next. 

Tuesday,  February  4. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Gorernor  of  Orleans,  corering  a  petition  from 
the  Regents  of  the  University  of  that  Territory, 
praying  a  donation  of  lands. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Landt*. 

An  eogroased  bill  for  alteriog  the  time  for  bold- 
iof  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North  Car- 
olina was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Rouse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Mi  tbe  biU  respecting  boods  giren  by  Marshals. 


After  amending  the  same  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  ordered  the  bill  to  the  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
THE  United  States  as  follows : 
To  the  House  of  ReprUeniaUveM  of  the  United  States  .* 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  Hamet  Caramalli,  in  addition 
to  the  documents  which  accompanied  my  Message  of 
January  Idth,  having  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  on  their 
particular  request,  the  same  are  now  transmitted  to  the 
house  of  Representatives  also,  as  the  same  subject  ia 
before  them.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FxaauABT  4,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  witb 
the  doeoments  transmitted  therewith,  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed,  on  the  thirteenth  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  application  of  Hamet  Car- 
amalli, ex-Bashaw  of  TripolL 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Greqo  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  a 
resolution  offered  by  him  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act  as  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  lands  to  the 
Yazoo  claimants. 

Mr.SMiLiE  moved  to  postpone  the  consideratioa 
of  this  resolution  to  Monday  week,  that  in  the 
mean  time  the  national  business  might  be  trans- 
acted, undisturbed  by  the  irritation  which  this  sub- 
ject generally  gave  rise  to. 

Mr.  Alston  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a  com- 

Sromise  by  commissioners.  If  this  course  should 
e  disagreed  to,  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
agree  to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Peunsylvania. 

Mr.  Gregg  trusted  the  motion  for  postponement 
would  not  prevail.  The  resolution  had  been  sub- 
mitted very  early  in  the  session.  The  mover  had 
waived  calling  it  up  this  day  that  the  national  busi- 
ness might  be  first  attended  to.  In  this  business 
the  House  had  progressed  to  a  point,  at  which  it 
appeared  convenient  to  take  up  the  resolution. 
Information  had  been  required,  which  would  not 
probably  be  received  for  some  days.  In  the  in- 
terim a  decision  might  be  had  on  the  resolution. 
The  subject  had  been  so  long  before  the  House, 
and  had  been  so  fully  discussed,  that  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  occasion  for  much  debate,  nor  did  he 
think  the  irritation  alluded  to  bv  his  colleague, 
would  take  place.  He  hoped,  it  the  subject  was 
entered  upon,  the  discussion  would  be  conducted 
with  that  prudence  and  temper  that  were  essential 
to  the  discovery  of  truth. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  65. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  slaves  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gregg,  requiring  the 
duty  to  be  paid  at  the  time  oi  entry,  was  agreed  to 
— ^yeas  54,  nays  24. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  moved,  with  the  view  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  business,  that  the  Committee  should 
rise. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  J.  Ran- 
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DOLPH,  and  Holland,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smilie,  FisK,  Sloan,  and  Soutbard;  and  disa- 
greed to — yeas  42,  nays  61. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  observed,  that  it  had  been  object- 
ed by  several  gentlemen,  partienlarly  by  one  of 
his  ooHeagnet^  against  this  bUl,  laying  a  duty  of 
ten  dollars  a  head  on  the  importation  of  slaves, 
that  it  would  virtually  sanction  and  legalize  the 
practice,  bv  making  it  a  source  of  revenue.  The 
objection,  ne  thought,  was  not  well  founded,  be- 
cause the  legality  or  illegality  of  such  importa- 
tion was  not  witnin  the  control  of  the  Qeneral 
€k)vernment.  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent 
the  importation  until  the  year  1808.  All  they 
were  authorized,  in  the  meantime,  to  do  topwards 
its  prevention,  was  to  lay  a  ten  dollar  duty.  If 
they  had  authority  to  prohibit,  and  instead  of  a 
pronibition,  should  levy  a  tax,  it  might  be  said, 
with  some  propriety,  that,  hy  so  doing,  thev  com- 
imrativeJy  encouraged  the  trade.  Or  if,  after  the 
time  when  a  prohibition  can,  by  the  Constitution, 
be  laid,  Congress  shall  suffer  a  tax  only  to  be  con^ 
tinned,  the  censure  may  be  incurred.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  continuance  of  the 
tax  ought  to  DC  limited  to  that  time.  Accord- 
ingly, he  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  **  hereafter,"  in  the  fourth  line,  the 
words  ^'  and  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight." 

Mr.  0LOAN  said,  by  way  of  objection,  that  it 
was  not  yet  certain  that  such  a  prohibition  would 
then  be  imposed. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  replied,  that  whether  a  prohibi- 
tion should  then  be  adopted  or  not,  he  thought  it 
would  be  objectionable  to  continue  a  tax,  as  Con- 

fress  will  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  practice 
y  prohibition.  Indeed,  he  was  convinced  that 
an  act  might  now  be  passed  prohibiting  such  im- 
portation after  a  limited  time ;  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  by  the  Committee,  he 
would  move,  as  a  further  amendment,  an  addi- 
tional section  to  that  effect 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BiowELL. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee 
having  adopted  an  amendment,  limiting  the  con< 
tinuance  of  the  proposed  tax  to  the  period  preced- 
ing the  year  1808, 1  will  now,  in  performance  of 
my  promise,  move  an  additional  section,  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  altogether  after  that  time. 
Before  I  submit  the  motion,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
some  of  the  reasons  whicn  induce  me  to  make  it, 
and  on  which  its  propriety  must  depend.  In  do- 
ing this,  it  is  not  necessary  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  slave  trade.  It  is  equally  nnneoessaiy  to  con- 
aider  it,  as  it  respects  the  principles  of  justice  and 
morality.  It  is  sufficient  to  view  it  m  the  light 
of  policy  alone,  and  that  only  on  a  national  scale. 
For  with  the  political  interests  of  the  particular 
States,  any  further  than  they  make  a  part  of  the 
national  policy,  we  have  no  concern.  It  belongs 
not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  each  State  to  regulate  its  own  internal  affairs, 
in  this  as  well  as  other  respects.  The  States  have 
adopted  their  own  systems.  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  told  us  that  that  State  complained 
of  i^  as  one  of  the  grievances  to  which  they  were 


subjected,  under  the  British  Crown,  that  the  Kiii|^ 
in  Council  negative<|  the  acts  of  their  LeEislature, 
prohibiting  any  further  importation  of  staves | 
and  that,  as  soon  as  they  were  freed  from  British 
shackles  by  the  Revolution,  they  passed  a  prohib- 
itory act.  The  policy  was  honorable  and  just. 
Other  gentlemen  have  mentioned  similar  laws  ia 
their  respective  States.  I  may  be  permitted,  to 
add,  that  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  ia 
part  to  represent  in  this  House,  has  eone  further* 
Our  Constitution  has  declared  that  "^all  men  are 
bom  fiteJ^  The  construction  given  to  this  Coor 
stitutioDal  declaration  by  our  Sujpreme  Judiciary 
is,  that  no  person  properly  belonging  to  the  Stale* 
can  be  a  slave.  Thus  slavery  was  abolished  ml 
once ;  and  however  daneeroas  such  an  experimeirt 
might  be  in  some  other  States,  it  was  there  effected 
with  perfect  safety,  as  the  number  of  slavea  wm 
small.  Although  \  rejoice  In  this  total  abolitioa 
of  slavery  in  Massachusetts,  I  would  not,  as  an  in- 
habitant or  representative  of  that  State,  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regulations  of  other 
States  respecting  the  condition  of  their  inhabit^ 
ants  5  nor  would  I  consider  the  question  of  prohi- 
bition, now  before  us,  on  any  other  than  national 
grounds.  No  political  truth,  however,  is  plainer 
to  my  mind,  than  that  a  further  importation  of 
slaves  is  contrary  to  the  true  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suies.  It  will  weakea  us.  as  a  .nation ;  it  will 
render  us  nMure  vulnerable  in  m«n,y  points;  it  will 
increase  the  danger  of  insurrections  withiH}  woA 
invasions  from  abroad.  The  maxims  ei  sownd 
policy,  therefore,  urge  us  to  prevest  such  furtkar 
importation,  as  far  as  it  ma^r  be  pracdeable.  Wa 
ought  not  to  rest  satisfied  with  State  proMNCioiii^ 
even  if  every  State  had  prohibitory  laws.    It  is  a 

freat  national  interest,  and  ouffht  to  be  guarded 
y  an  act  of  the  National  Lej^i^ature,  if  indeed  it 
is  within  our  Constitutional  limits.  On  this  point 
I  am  sendble  a  new  doctrine  has  been  broached 
and  held  by  some  gentlemen  whose  judfl;ments  I 
value  very  highly  in  other  cases,  although  I  differ 
from  them  in  this,  that  the  importation  of  slaves 
cannot  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  even  after  the 
year  1808.  The  sum  of  the  reasoning,  in  which 
thisnovd  doctrine  is  attempted  to  be  supported* 
is,  chat  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  providing 
that  the  importation  of  aueh  persons  as  any  of  tha 
existing  States  laight  think  proper  to  admit  shaU 
BOt  be  prohibited  prior  to  1808,  is  a  mere  negative 
provision,  without  any  positive  words  of  fnuH^ 
and  does  not  eonsequently  give  Congress  a  power 
to  lay  such  a  prohibition  luter  that  time  \  and  all 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.  I  agree,  sir, 
that  this  clause  grants  Congress  no  authority  on 
the  subject  although  it  evidently  implies  that  such 
authority  is  granted  in  some  other  part  of  the 
Constitution ;  for  it  would  be  useless  and  ou^r^ 
tory  to  restrain  until  a  certain  time  the  exercise 
of  a  power  which  does  not  exist,  and  eannot  there- 
fore be  exercised  at  all.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution must  have  understood,  that,  without  such 
a  restriction.  Congress  might  proceed  to  an  iior 
mediate  prohibition ;  and  that,  not  withstanding  / 
the  restriction,  a  prohibition  may  be  laid  after  the 
limited  time.    The  anthoiitv^a  qnestuxi  ia  a»- 
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donbtedly  Tested  in  Congress :  it  is  fiiirly  incladed 
Ib  the  ^eral  power  to  regulate  commeree  with 
foreign  nariofis.  As  a  part  of  the  re^alation  of 
commeree,  Cknigress  may  directly  prohibit  the  im  • 
portation  of  any  article  of  cominer«e;  or  may  do 
It  ia^toellT,  by  prohibiiory  daties.  The  prohibi- 
tioo  may  be  applied  to  any  article  which  is  a 
soJl/ect  of  merchandise,  as  ererything  is  which  is 
lame  to  be  boiight  and  sold.  Saeh  is  a  slave.  The 
lery  principle  of  slavery  is  that  the  slava  is  the 
property  of  his  master,  subject  to  transfer  by  bar- 
gain and  sale.  This  is  indeed  to  be  lamented,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  justly  observed, 
bQt  It  b  nevertheless  true.  Slaves  are  therefore 
articles  of  merchandise,  and,  as  such,  their  import- 
ation may  be  prohibited. 

The  CoBstitutional  restriction  applies  only  to 
the  importation,  not  the  exportation,  of  tiaves; 
and  it  extends  only  to  the  States  existing  at  the 
date  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  Congress 
have  already,  by  law,  prohibited  the  importation 
of  slaves  into'the  Territories.  There  are  also  two 
aels  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  port  or  pUcc^  and 
the  transportation  of  slaves  oy  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  from 
OBe  fot^^  port  or  place  to  another.  Under  what 
aathoritv  were  these  prohibitory  laws  created? 
Under  the  general  power  to  regulate  commerce. 
The  same, authority  will  equally  warrant  a  prohi- 
biuon  of  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States  after  the  lime  specified  in  the  Constitution. 
Bat  can  we  now  pass  an  act  for  that  nurpose  ?  I 
think  we  may,  consistently  with  both  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  ConsUtution.  The  object  of 
the  restrictive  clause  was,  to  secure  to  every  Slate 
which  might  wish  to  exercise  it,  a  right  to  admit 
daves  no  til  the  time  limited.  The  limitation  has 
referaace  to  the  termination  of  this  right  by  the 
commeDeeraent  of  a  prohibition,  and  not  to  the 
date  of  the  act  by  virtue  of  which  such  prohibi- 
tioQ  might  be  introduced.  The  words  are,  the 
importation  **  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress 
prior  to  the  year  1808."  If  we  now  pass  an  act 
prohibiting,  after  that  time,  such  importation,  it  is 
clear  that,  until  that  time,  the  law  will  not  take 
QfiCsct — the  prohibition  will  not  commence;  in 
other  words  there  will  be  no  prohibition.  In  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  the  importation  will 
sot  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year  1808.  The  act 
will,  in  this  respect,  be  like  many  others  which  go 
into  operation  not  immediately  after  their  pas- 
sage, bot  at  a  specified  futura  day.  This  is  not  an 
imiisttal  mode  of  legislation. 

Being  satisfied  that  we  are  now  authorized  to 
kgisiate  on  the  subject.  I  think  it  is  expedient  to 
adopt  a  permanent  prohibition,  and  to  make  it  a 
part  of  the  present  bill.  This  is  a  delicate  and 
ifritating  subject.  Judging  of  the  sentiments  of 
others  by  my  own,  I  beUeve  most  of  us  are  reluc- 
taotiv  called  to  act  on  it  at  all.  But  we  cannot 
avoia  giving  oar  vote  upon  the  bill;  and,  while 
we  are  about  it^  let  us  go  through  and  finish  the 
inesB.  An  latermc^iate  tax  alone  will  not 
BpUu  it.    To  sender  the  aystem  anttra  it  is 


necessary  to  add  a  final  nrobibition.  To  do  it  on 
the  present  occasion,  will  efR^t  a  saving,  not  onlv 
of  time,  but  also  of  the  unpleasant  feelinp^s  whicn 
may  otherwise  be  excited  by  another  agitation  of 
the  subject.  Some  gentlemen  have  considered 
the  tax  objectionable,  as  they  think  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  pointed  at  one  State,  which 
alone  continues  to  permit  the  importation  of  slaves, 
and  consequently  will  have  all  the  dnty  to  pay. 
1  submit  to  those'  gentlemen  whether  the  addition 
of  a  total  and  permanent  ()rohibitioo,  operatin|^ 
alike  upon  all  the  States,  without  reeard  to  their 
existing  laws,  will  not  remove  that  objection  and 
reconcile  them  to  the  measure?  In  another  pomt 
of  view,  it  appears  to  me  reasonable  and  proper 
that  our  system  on  this  subject  should  be  now  es- 
tablished, in  order  that  all  persons  concerned  may 
have  seasonable  notice  of  it,  that  there  may  be  no 
room  for  disappointment  or  surprise,  and  that  the 
world  may  know  the  poHcy  we  mean  to  pursue. 
For  these  reasons,  and  others  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  detain  the  Committee,  I  move  the 
following  section  in  addition  to  the  bill  under 
consideration: 

Bt  it  further  eruitttd^  That,  after  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  no  penon  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
import  <»r  cause  to  be  miported,  or  aid  and  abet  in  im- 
pordBg,  any  persea  as  a  slave,  into  any  port  or  pleca 
within  the  United  States,  firom  a  part  or  place  without 
the  same ;  and  no  person  shall  sell  or  buy  any  petaott 
imported  as  aJbiesaid  into  the  United  States  after  ihe 
said  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seven,  knowing  him  or  her  to  have  been  so  Im* 
ported  in  violation  of  this  act ;  and  every  person  so  ^ 
fending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  a  district  or 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  (which  courts  shall 
have  cognizance  thereof  within  their  respective  districts) 
shall,  for  every  such  oflfence,  ibrfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 

exceeding dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonment,  for  a 

term  not  exceedin|f  —  years ;  and  any  ship  or  vesseL 
which,  after  the  said  last  dav  of  December,  one  thonsand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  shall,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  be  employed 
in  importing  any  person,  or  have  on  board  any  person 
for  the  purpose  of  being  imported,  as  a  slave,  contrary 
to  this  mot,  shall  be  forfeited,  toge^er  with  her  tackle, 
ftimiture,  and  apparel,  and  may  be  libelled  and  condemn* 
ed  in  the  district  or  ohreuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
aay  district,  in  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  befound* 

Mr.  J.  Clat  was  sorry  this  additional  section 
was  brought  forward.  He  had  strong  doubts 
whether  Congress  possessed  the  Constitutional 
right  to  legislate  on  the  object  <^ prohibition  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  If  this  doctrine  prevails,  where 
will  it  end  ?  The  Senate  and  President  have  a 
negative  upon  all  our  laws.  If  we  legislate  upon 
a  subject  before  anv  occasion  calls  for  it,  what  as- 
surance have  we,  if  it  be  the  wish  of  the  peofrfe  to 
repeal  our  laws,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
Will  concur  in  their  repeal  ?  Have  we  a  right,  by 
an  adventitious  majority,  to  bind  the  Union  here* 
after?  if  so,  it  may  be  contended  that  we  have 
a  right  to  bind  posterity  a  hundred  years  hence. 
No  man  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  pro- 
hibit this  trade,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  viiHate 
,  what  he  ooneeived  a  Cooatitutu&Bal  impedime&t, 
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to  carry  a  favorite  point.  He  conceived  the  pow- 
er at  present  to  pass  a  prohibitory  law  beyond  their 
power. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  extremely  questionable 
whether,  when  thesubjecr-matter  was  not  wilhin 
their  power,  they  had  a  right  to  legislate  on  it.  He 
should  suppose  the  fair  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  this.  The  Constitution  established 
a  system  for  the  good  of  all ;  in  delegating  pow- 
ers it  says,  that  some  shall  not  be  exercised  within 
a  given  time ;  that  the  States  mav  in  the  mean 
time  act  upon  the  subjects  on  which  they  would 
be  most  likely  to  harmonize.  If  within  this  time 
you  act  upon  subjects  calculated  to  excite  State 
lealonsies,  one  great  object  of  the  inhibition  will 
be  lost.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  thought 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania most  consonant  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwbix's 
amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  17. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMB  proposed  a  new  section 
prohibiting  the  introduction,  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
of  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  the  United  States. 

After  a  short  debate  on  this  motion,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
ait  again. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  opposed  leave  beinff  given 
them  to  sit  again,  and  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Smilie 
supported  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  have  leave  to  sit  again.  If  the  object 
of  bringing  forward  this  business  was  to  give  gen- 
tlemen an  opportunity  to  vent  their  spleen  against 
the  State  ot  South  Carolina,  they  had  enjoyed  it, 
when  they  had  painted  her  conduct  in  the  most 
odious  and  detestable  colors  their  ingenuity  could 
invent ;  when  they  had  cast  on  that  community, 
in  a  most  unmanly  manner,  all  the  opprobrium 
applicable  to  an  inhabitant  of  Newgate;  and  had 
applied  to  a  whole  community  ^hat  they  dare  not 
apply  to  a  single  individual  ot  it.  South  Carolina 
deserved  a  far  different  character  from  that  given 
her  by  those  gentlemen  who  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  task  of  abuse.  Setting  aside  this  one 
blot  he  would  call  upon  gentlemen  to  compare 
notes.  There  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union  wnich 
bad  appropriated  so  much  money  for  objects  of 
munificence  and  improvement,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  literature,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 
Was  South  Carolina  backward  in  the  Revolution- 
ary contest,  or  deficient  in  the  number  of  her  pa> 
triots  or  statesmen  7  There  sits  the  descendant  of 
as  brave  an  officer  as  ever  lived,  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  is  to  be  seen  a  man  who 
may  be  called  the  hero  of  liberty ;  a  man  who  in 
the  worst  of  times  did  not  despair  of  the  Republic. 
And  are  we  now  to  be  anthematized  as  depraved 
and  abandoned  ?  There  is  another  reason  for  not 
giving  leave  to  the  Committee  to^it  again.  Some 
gentlemen  seem  determined  to  plunge  us  in  a  war, 
whether  we  will  or  not.  Is  this  a  proper  time  to 
destroy  the  harmony  that  subsists  among  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  this  Confederacy?  Shall  a 
i)(Mn  spend  time  in  adjusting  the  tie  of  his  cravat 


when  the  hangman's  nooee  is  at  his  neck  ?  Shall 
we  be  engaged  in  our  little  divisions  when  the  en- 
emy is  at  our  door?  As  a  pledge  of  harmony  and 
conciliation,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  be  refaaed 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  question  was  taken  at  a  late  hour,  and  leare 
given — yeas  73. 

Wednesday,  February  5. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  making  an  appropriatioQ 
for  the  payment  of  witnesses,  and  other  expeostt, 
on  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase;  wbien 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
Qn  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookout  and  the 
Frying-Pans,  and  to  have  such  an  examination 
made  of  them,  respectively,  as  will  asceruin  the 
practicability  of  erecting  a  lig^ht-house,  lighted  bea- 
con, or  buoy,  on  or  near  the  extreme  points  of 
either  of  them;  and  that  the  committee  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  fVom  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fifth  of  December  last,  pre- 
sented a  bill  removing  the  limitation  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  em- 
powering the  Legislature  thereof  to  increase  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Assem* 
bly,  by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  Electors;  wbi^h 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Charles  Goldsborou^h,  Esq.,  presenting  to 
Congress,  in  the  nameof  ^fr.  Robert  Henry  Grolda- 
borough,  of  Talbot  county,  in  the  State  of  Mary* 
land,  a  copy  of  the  works  of  (he  late  Baron  Bynk- 
ershbek,  to  receive  a  place  in  their  library. 

Resolved^  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  take  charge  of  a  set  of  the  works  of  the 
late  Baron  Bynkershoek,  presented  to  Congress 
by  Robert  H.  Goldsborough,  of  Talbot  county,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  Speaker  be 
requested  to  acknowledge,  by  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  said  Robert  H.  Goldsborough,  the  acceptance 
of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to : 

Resohedj  That  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  of  the  nature  and  ext«nk 
of  the  services  rendered  to  the  captive  crew  of  the  firig* 
ate  Philadelphia,  by  the  Danish  Consul  at  TripolL 

Mr.  Varnum  observed,  that  considerable  lig^t 
would  be  thrown  on  the  extent  to  which  colonial 

Eroducts  were  exported  from  the  United  States, 
y  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  exports  for  which 
drawbacks  were  allowed.  He  therefore  moved 
the  followins:  resolution : 

Ruoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  derived  to  the  United  Stalee 
firom  merchandise,  the  growth,  Droduct,  er  mannfiwy 
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tore  of  VKj  ftretgn  eovntiy,  which  have  hetetofbre  heen 
^■potted  iBto  the  United  8tstet  and  exported  from  the 
Mine,  iming  the  three  last  yean. 
Thif  resoloiioD  was  agreed  to. 

TRADE  WITH  GRBAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  Cbowriicsbield  obserTed  that  the  House 
M  00  the  third  iostant,  directed  the  Secretary 
of  fibe  Treasury  to  lay  before  them  a  statement  of 
inports  and  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
IJflited  States,  lor  the  two  last  years.    It  was 
probable  the  Secretary  would  not  be  able  to  fur- 
fiish  a  statement  for  the  year  1805;  but  chat  he 
could  make  it  for  the  years  1803  and  1804.    Mr. 
C.  said,  he  bad  been  anxious,  when  this  subject 
was  before  the  House,  to  have  received  a  state- 
ment for  the  year  1802.    Great  Britain  seizes  our 
ships,  loaded' with  colonial  produce,  on  the  idea 
that  we  did  not  enjov  the  colonial  trade  during  a 
period  of  peace.    Whether  this  is  a  fact  will  be 
decided  by  the  statement  he  wished  to  obtain,  as 
the  year  1802  was  a  period  of  peace.    Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded, by  moving  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
letary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
like  statement  of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year 
1802,  as  was  directed  on  the  third  instant,  to  be 
ftimi«hed  for  the  last  two  years. 

The  Hoaee  immediately  considered  this  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to  it. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  J.  Cult. — The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
a^ts  having  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  arising 
out  of  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  as  thift  subject  is  one  on  which  I  think  there 
cannot  be  too  much  deliberation  before  we  act,  or 
of  which  too  many  views  cannot  be  taken,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  some  resolutions 
which  I  have  dirawn  up,  and  to  which  I  ask  the 
attentioD  of  the  House.    In  the  present  state  of 
our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  system  of  commercial  regulations, 
nild  and  yet  firm,  one  which  can  be  carried  into 
permanent  effect  withoitt  much  inconvenience  to 
ourselves,  will  be  more  effectual  than  any  tempo- 
rary expedients.    If  we  are  disposed  to  adopt 
such  a  system,  it  will  be  looked  upon  by  foreign 
nationa  as  one  in  which  we  are  likely  to  perse- 
vere.    They  will  consider  its  probable  effects  in 
time  of  peace  upon  their  colonial  possessions,  and 
they  may  be  induced  to  enter  into  permanent  ref- 
lations opening  to  us  a  trade  witn  their  colonies. 
The  distinction  attempted  to  be  made  between  a 
war  trade  and  an  accustomed  trade  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  with  it  the  only  pretext  upon  which 
are  foanded  the  vexations  and  depredations  com- 
tnitted  on  American  commerce.    The  present  is 
a  favorable  moment  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 

flan.  At  this  time  the  ports  of  the  belligerent 
^owers  are  open,  and  the  effect  of  the  measures, 
which  I  am  about  to  propose,  will  not  have  an 
immediate  distressing  effect  upon  the  West  Indies. 
If  these  measures  are  taken,  the  Powers  of  Europe 
will  find  that,  unless  they  admit  our  ships  into 
thefr  colonial  ports  in  time  of  peace,  the  trade 
between  their  colonies  and  us  will  be  cut  off  by  a 
system  which  will  be  bat  slightly  Injurious  to 


ourselves.  I  think,  I  repeat  it,  that  a  permanent 
system,  mild  but  firm,  will  be  more  likely  to  in- 
duce Great  Britain,  in  particular,  to  recede  from 
the  unjust  pretensions  she  has  set  up,  than  itiore 
violent  and  extreme  measures  which,  from  their 
very  nature  and  their  injurious  consequences  to 
ourselves,  roust  be  necessarily  temporary. 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  with  offering  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  alter  the day  of next,  no 

trade  or  intercourse  in  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  any  citixen  or  subject  of  any  foreign 
Government,  shall  be  permitted  between  the  United 
States  or  their  Territones,  and  any  port  or  place  in  the 
cokmies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power,  which 
trade  or  interooorse  is  not  permanently  permitted  by 
the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Eur(M>ean  Power,  to  be 
carried  on  m  ships  or  veaaels  of  the  United  States. 

Jteeoked,  That,afterthe day  of afoiesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  in  any  ship 
9r  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citixen  or 
subject  of  any  foreign  Government,  to  any  port  or  place 
in  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power» 
the  importation  of  which  into  such  port  or  place,  in 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  is  not  permanent- 
ly permitted  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro^ 
pean  Power. 

Resolved,  That,  after  the day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into 
the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  in  any  ship  or 
vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  any  foreign  Government,  from  any  port  or  place 
in  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  sny  European  Power, 
the  exportation  of  which  from  such  port  or  place,  in 
ships  or  vessels  of  file  United  States,  is  not  permanent 
ly  permitted  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro- 
pean Power. 

Resolved,  That,  after  the day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  shall  be  imported  into 
the  United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  ai^  citixen  or  subject  of  anv  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, exceptmg  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  such  for- 
eign  Government,  unless  such  importation  be  expressly 
permitted  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
such  foreign  Government,  or  unless  during  a  war  in 
which  the  United  States  may  be  a  party. 

The  House  immediately  considered  these  reso- 
lutions, and  referred  them  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  imposing  a  duty 
of  ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  safd,  as  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  seemed  to  think  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  intended  to  defeat  it,  he  would  withdraw 
it,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  a  distinct  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Jackson  offered  a  new  section,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  prohibit  the  importation  into  the 
United  States  of  all  slaves,  brought  either  from 
abroad  or  from  any  State,  except,  in  the  latter  case, 
bv  citizens  of  the  United  States  removing  to  a 
Territory  to  settle  therein. 
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Mr.  Jacksok  viewed  this  proyistoo  as  neces- 
sary, in  consequence  of  a  legal  construction  given 
to  an  act  of  the  last  session,  which  allowed  the 
imnortatioQ  of  slaves  from  abroad  into  Louisiana. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Albtoit, 
Ely,  Morrow,  Spalding,  and  Sloan,  who  either 
viewed  it  as  inexpedient  in  itself,  or  as  proper  to 
be  introduced  into  a  distinct  bill. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  as  it  was  the  wish  of  his' 
friends  he  would  withdraw  the  moiion,  and  offer 
it  on  another  occasion. 

No  farther  amendments  having  been  ofier^ 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediatdy  considered  the  re^rt. 

The  mmendm^Bt  limiting  the  imposicion  ol  the 
lax  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1808«  wm  disa- 
greed to ;  and  the  other  amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jaokson  inquired  what  the  efil&ts  would 
be  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  cargo,  in  case  slaves 
were  smuggled  into  the  United  States  ?  Would 
they  be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? 
He  did  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  said,  he  had  voted  for  the 
resolution;  but  the  defects  in  the  details  of  the 
bill  were  so  glaring,  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
ferred to  a  t^ect  committee,  that  it  might  be  so 
modified  as  to  cure  these  defects ;  or,  that  in  case 
it  were  found  insusceptible  of  modification,  it 
might  be  rejected.  Mr.  S.  accordiogly  moved  the 
recommitoMnt  of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Jaokson  advocated  this  motion,  and  re- 
marked that  the  proviso  of  tkd  bill  that  declared 
the  doty  should  not  be  construed  as  giving  a  sanc- 
tion to  the  importation  of  slaves,  oSeted  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  either  rejeciioff  or  recommitting 
it.  How  could  this  language  he  used  with  pro- 
priety in  a  law,  whet)  the  Constitution,  the  highest 
authority,  authorized  the  trade? 

Mr.  CIuin<;t  spoke  to  the  like  efl^t,  and  further 
itiqqired,  whether  it  was  the  iotenlion  of  geotle- 
Xnen  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  slaves 
navigating  the  ships  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Hastings  and  Sloan  defended  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  as  perfectly  correct.  They  ob- 
served that  slaves  were  considered  as  property,  as 
merchandise,  and  could  only,  therefore,  in  the 
bill  be  treated  as  such. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost— ayes  39, 
noes  61. 

Mr.  CnowHiNSBiBLn  spoke  against  the  bili,and 
moved  its  postponement  to  an  iodefinite  day. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Smith,  Tagoabt,  and  Rbba 
of  Tennessee,  supported;  and  Messrs.  Sloan, 
Elmrr,  and  Smilie,  opposed  the  motion ;  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  it,  and  were*- 
yeas  42,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

TsAS— WiUis  AbtoB,  jr.,  GeorgiB  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  Phsnuel  Bishop,  WUliam  Blackledge,  JuMph 
Biyan,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Christophsr  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick  Con- 
rad, Jacob  CiowniBshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Pe- 
t«r  Early,  James  Elliot,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin 
Chray,  Jftmes  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jonas, 


Thomas  Kensa,  Robert  Marion,  Jomah  Mieten,  Wil- 
liam McCreeiv,  David  Meriwether,  Thomm  Moote, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhaa 
of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Saaford,  O'Brien  Smith,  Tliom- 
as  Spalding,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  David  R.  Williams, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Isasc  Anderson,  John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bkmnt,  Robert  Brown,  Jolw 
Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, Richard  Cutis,  Esra  Daiby,  Ebeaner  Eloier, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUUan  Fiadley,  Juam 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Issiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  SeUi 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Nehenusik 
Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Letb,  Joseph  Lewis, 
junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Msgruder,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathsn  0.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nichot- 
son,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  lohn  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiHj, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  E!beneaer 
Heaver,  James  8k>an,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richmid 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  PhiKp  S. 
Thompson,  Uri  Traey,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Coft- 
landt,  Joseph  B.  Varnnm,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeim 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU.  Eliphalet  Widies,  Mai- 
madttke  WiHiams,  Alexander  WUson,  and  John  Win- 
ston. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  of 
the  bill,  which  motion  was  disagreed  to;  when 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow — ayes  69. 


Tbubsuay,  February  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  South  Carolina, 
RiCHARO  Winn,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  ia  the 
House. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  rennsylvania,  were  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  jprayine  an  amendment  of  the 
second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Uuited  States,  which  extends  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States  to  controversies 
between  citizens  of  different  States,  between  citi- 
zens of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or 
the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  aitizcna, 
or  subjects. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severallf 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  laying  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on  every 
slave  imported  into  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
fhird  time. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  stated,  in  a  more  detailed 
way,  the  obiections  previously  offered  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  and  moved  its  recommitmeaC 
to  a  select  committee,  in  which  the  House  conoor- 
red  without  a  division. 

A  confideolisl  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  about  13  o^cloek: 
Whereupon,  the  galleries  were  cleared^  Thjey 
remained  cleared  until  near  4  o^clock,  when  Umb 
House  adjourned. 
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Fbt»at,  Pebrotry  7. 
A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  American  Con- 
YeDtioo  for  promotinj?  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
aigoed  by  GJersbam  Craft,  their  President,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
accofCongresSj  passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  May, 
one  tfaoasand  eight  hundred,  entitled  ^An  act  in 
adtffcion  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the 
ibre  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 

ibce  or  coantry.*'  may  be  so  far  amended,  that 
e  forfeitures  tnerein  declared  may  inure,  one 
Boiety  thereof  tf » the  use  of  the  Informer,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  that 
-written  testimony,  taken  in  the  form  prescribed 
to  maintain  civil  suits,  may  be  received  and  have 
efi^ct  in  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  that  persons  convicted  of  offences 
against  the  said  act,  may  be  disqualified  to  hold 
any  office  under  the  United  States. 

Referred  to  Messrs.  Finolby,  Stanton,  Ely, 
Maeion^  and  Nicholson,  lo  examine  and  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  QRCOQ,f rom  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
reported  that  it  was  expedient  to  pass  without 
amendment  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  to 
repeal  so  much  of  an  act  to  regulate  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  as 
requires  the  actual  settlement  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Gbegq  observed  that  the  committee  had 
been  induced  to  make  this  report  in  consequence 
of  the  terms  of  a  former  law  not  having  been  com- 
plied with,  from  a  number  of  tracts  belonging  to 
minors,  ani  from  several  tracts  being  so  broken  as 
Bot  to  admit  of  settlement ;  and  inasmuch  as  no 
condition  of  settlement  had  been  attached  to  any 
other  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Bewohedt  That  a  comnittM  be  appoiiited  lo  inquire 
irilelher  maj,  and  if  any,  what  additional  nvovisioiw  ai^ 
BMasaary  to  pravent  the  importatioa  of  slavea  into  the 
temtttriea  of  the  United  Statea. 

A  committee  of  five  menibiffa  were  appointed* 

The  House  then  went  iota  a  Gofluaittet  ef  the 
Whole  aa  the  bill  fixing  the  eoaapeasatioii  ef  the 
officers  of  the  two  Houses. 

At  tbe  instance  of  Mr.  Tai.lmad«b,  the  bill  was 
eo  oModified  as  to  repeal  tbe  esiatiog  law,  and  to 
ibrm  a  new  one,  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
respective  officers  at  their  present  rates,  excepting 
the  compensations  of  the  Sergeaat-at-Arms,  and 
Doorkeepers  of  tbe  two  Houses,  which  are  fixed 
at  $850  a  year,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeepers  at 
$000  each,  with  an  iahibitioo  to  make  aay  addi- 
tion to  the  fixed  eoaapeosattons  of  the  officers  by 
an  allowance  out  of  the  contingent  fond. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engtosaed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Moadav — ayee  69. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  CaowNiNSfliXLD  the  Hoase 
eame  to  the  following  resolution : 

Beaohed,  that  the  8eofet«ry  of  the  TreaMivy  be  di- 
leeted  to  ley  before  thb  Hoose  e  etetoOMiil  of  the  ex- 
ports ffoaa  the  United  StateaelaU  fimign  goodly  wtar«% 


and  mevehandbs,  duiing  the  last  fhree  years,  which 
have  not  been  particularly  directed  to  be  made  by  the 
resolution  of  the  third  and  fiilh  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marion,  the  House  went  in- 
to a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  imposition  of  a 
tonnage  duty  by  the  City  Uouncil  ot  Charleston. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  Committee  rose 
aad  reported  the  bill  with  sundry  amendments, 
in  which  the  House  concurred,  and  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  eagrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Moor 
day— ayes  65. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Coor 
greas  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  give  to  Tennessee 
power  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  granted  by  North 
Carolina,  agreeably  to  a  compact  between  the  two 
States.  Having  passed  through  the  Committee 
without  amendment,  the  House  took  it  into  con- 
sideration :  when,  after  some  explanations  relative 
to  the  nature  of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Lain  said  he  had  long  been  of  opinion  that 
the  preaeat  mode  of  keeping  the  Journal  of  the 
House  was  incorrect.  He  had  always  thought 
that  the  name  of  tbe  mover  of  every  proposition 
should  appear  on  the  Journal,  and  that  the  Jour- 
nal* should  be  so  kept  as  to  enable  the  people  to  be 
fully  acquainted  with  the  prooeedinjifs  of  their 
Representatives.  To  make  an  inquiry  on. this 
subject,  he  ofiered  the  following  resolution : 

Mesohfed,  That  a  eommitfese  be  appointed  to  ioqniie 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  standiag  tulas 
and  ortlers  of  the  Hovee  so  fitr  as  to  prescribe  tki  mode 
of  keeping  the  JoamaL 

Mr.  Smiub  considered  the  motion  as  vnneeei^ 
sary. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  agreed 
to^ayes  ^S-^^nd  a  committee  of  five  memben 
appointed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITtmON. 

Mr.  J.  Ramdolph,  agreeably  te  notice  given  by 
him  yesterday,  made  the  foUowiog  motion : 

Rmohed^  hy  the  Senate  and  Hhum  of  ReprtfetM- 
tive$  of  the  United  States  of  AmerieOf  in  Congrese  at- 
$emhied,  tuHhthirdi  of  both  H6uh9  emtemning.  That 
the  fbllowing  article  be  sabmittad  to  the  Legislatnres 
of  the  several  States,  which*  when  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  said  States^ 
shall  be  valid  and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution 
ofthelTnited  States: 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme,  and  all  ether  oourti 
of  tbe  United  States,  shall  be  reniofved  from  ofltoe  by 
the  President,  on  the  joint  address  of  both  HoaMS 
of  Congress  requesting  the  same. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  motion, 
it  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  Ranaolph  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  op  this  ffiotioB  on  Thursday. 
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NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  weot  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Peace  Establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Qreoo  explained  at  some  length  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  The  bill  he  said,  correspond- 
ed with  the  intimations  of  the  President  relative 
to  giving  an  opening  to  the  promotion  of  several 
officers  who  had  greatly  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  Mediterranean  service.  He  stated  that  the 
bill  contemplated  giving  the  President  power  to 
keep  in  service  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  able 
and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  making  two-thirds 
of  the  full  complement  of  six  frigates,  two  of  forty- 
four  ^uns,  two  of  thirty-six,  and  two  of  thirty-two ; 
that  It  contemplated  the  increasing  the  number 
of  captains  from  ten  to  thirteen ;  the  creation  of 
nine  masters  commandant,  and  the  increase  of 
Lieutenants  from  thirty-six  to  seventy-two.  This 
arrangement  was  proposed,  in  order  to  give  to  the 
young  officers  in  the  navy  that  rank  and  reward 
merited  by  them,  and  to  enable  the  doing  this, 
without  interfering  with  the  rules  of  promotion 
usual  in  the  naval  service.! 

Mr.  Leib  spoke  against  the  feature  of  the  bill 
that  augmented  the  number  of  officers.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  indeed,  a  pension  bill,  and  to  make 
large  allowances  witnout  services  rendered.  It 
aUo  contemplated  the  keeping  six  frigates  in  ser- 
vice, and  provides  for  them  thirteen  captains,  nine 
master  commandants  and  seveniy-two lieutenants. 
He  did  not  consider  the  Treasury  in  such  a  state 
of  overflow  as  to  justify  this  liberality. 

Mr.  Gbeqo  said  the  e^ntleman  had  misunder- 
stood his  remarks  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  bill, 
which,  so  far  from  directing  six  frigates  to  be  kept 
in  actual  service,  repealed  that  part  of  a  former 
law  which  contained  this  provision. 

No  motion  having  been  made  to  amend  the  bill, 
the  Chairman  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the  re- 
maining sections ;  When 

Mr.  uoLi>8BORooaH  expressed  his  opinion  that 
the  bill  required  considerable  amendment,  and 
that  he  had  understood  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  its  provisions  were  not  consonant  to 
that  system  which  he  considered  the  most  con- 
dacive  to  the  public  service.  With  a  view  to 
obtain  fuller  information  relative  to  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

This  motion  obtained,  without  opposition,  when 
the  Committee  rose  and  received  leave  to  sit  again. 

Monday,  February  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Duncan  McFar- 
LAND,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,''  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the 


State  of  North  Carolina  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  ^An  act  to 
r^ulate  and  ^%  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
ofthe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tenney,  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  presented  to  the  House  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  StSLte  of 
New  Hampshire,  "proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  tfnited  States,  so  as  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  Congress  topassa  law,  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the 
further  importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color, 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof f* 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Christopher  Qreenup,  Governor  ofthe  State 
of  Kentucky,  transmitting  a  memorial  of  theCren- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  together  with 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  Canal 
Comprainy ;  which  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
BoYLB,  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  W.  Thompson,  Mr, 
J.  Morrow,  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Trigo,  and  Mr. 
Darby;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^ 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Q.  Macan  and  others,  man- 
agers on  behalf  of  ^  the  Louisiana  Company,"  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  a  grant  ofthe  public 
lands^  on  parts  adjacent  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis,  on  such 
terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  Congress  may 
judge  proper  to  aid  them  in  establishing  a  colony, 
consisting  of  all  such  mechanics  and  professional 
characters  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  intended  settlement. — Referred  to  the  Comr 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  de- 
claring the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  to  provide  for 
a  light-house  on  Wood  island;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  C,  (Vom  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  December  last, 
a  resolution  ofthe  House  ^  to  ioqair^  in  to  die  pro* 
priety  of  erecting  the  port  of  Newcastle,  in  the 
district  of  Delaware,  into  a  port  of  entry ^'^  made 
a  report  thereon  $  which  was  read, and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  mexu 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  whether  any  amendments 
should  be  made  in  the  standing  rufVs  of  the  House 
relative  to  confidential  communications. — Refer* 
r^  to  a  committee  of  five  members. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  aa- 
thorizing  the  imposition  of  a  tonnage  duty  by  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  was  read  a  third  time. 

Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  Marion  supported,  and 
Mr.  Crowninsbiblo  opposed  the  bill,  which,  oo 
the  quesuon  being  taken,  was  paned^yeas  SSL 
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nPOtPATiOftrS  FROM  GREAT  BlQiTAIN. 

Mr.  NiciroLsdN  ;^id  he  t^ished  to  lay  cm  the 

fthle  a  r^solmion  relative  to  the  subsistiog  difCer- 

toees  between  ihe  United  States  ao^  Qr&it  BHt- 

aSo,  on  which  several  tesolmidds  had  already 

been  offered.    When  this  subject  fit-st  catne  into 

ptftitfy  At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  he  had 

foreyeen  that  it  might  lead  to  the  propofliion  of 

fUos  which  might  deeply  iSett  ink  reVenae  of 

the  Government.     He  was^  therefore,  anxious 

ihut  It  m*^ht  he  referi-ed  to  the  Committee  of 

W^ys  aitd  Means,  in  whose  hands  tlie  superin- 

tendenee  of  the  revenue  was  placed.    To  this 

bommitt(»e  it  was  referred  in  the  first  instance. 

But  the  House  afterwards  thought  fit  to  discharge 

that  commhtee  from  its  consideration,  and  to  re- 

fbriitoa  Committee  of  the  Whdie  on  tfaestate  of 

the  OnioQ. 

Mr.  N.  observed  that  it  was  with  great  defer- 
ence that  be  undertook  to  ofi*er  any  resolutions 
embracing  objects  of  such  importance  as  the  dif- 
ferences ^tween  Great  Britain  and  this  country. 
If  the  subject  bad  remained  with  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  with  any  other  select 
committee,  a  set  of  resolutions  in  a  digested  form 
might  have  been  expected,  and  it  might  have 
beea  shown  in  what  manner  and  to  what  extent 
the  revenue  would  probably  be  affected.  When, 
however,  resolutions  were. offered  by  individual 
members,  it  was  impossible  to  offer  any  such  cal- 
culatiuos,  and  the  subject  would  consequently 
come  before  the  House  m  an  undigested  form. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  bad  seen  two  propositions, 
neither  of  which  he  liked.  One  was  ^  resolution 
offered  by  ageotUman  from  Penn&ylvai^ia,  (Mr. 
Qrbqq.)  When  he  considered  that  our  importa- 
tjoos  from  Great  Britain  amounted  anpually  to 
Abottt  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
whole  of  this  trade  was,  according  to  the  propo- 
lltion  of  the  gentleman,  to  be  prohibited  (  and  it 
Vas  also  considered  that  the  average  aniount  of 
doties  da  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain 
Iraa  tWcBty  per  cent.,  it  vould  at  once  be  i^ep 
Chat  the  measure  would  affect  the  vevenue  to  the 
Imooot  of  live  millions  annually. 

Nor  did  it,  io  oiering  tnese  resolutions,  appear 
to,  bavt  beeii  taken  into  view,  that  while  the 
SMsasure  had  a  very  material  effect  on  the  reve- 
Btie^it  bad  likewise  an  immediate  effect  oti  (he 
kabiii  bt  our  citizens  whp  consumed  goods  im-^ 
ported  from  Britain.  With  regard  to  the  single 
artrele  of  cotrbu,  its  prohibhion  Wcfdld  onerate  in 
ibrae  difiereat  waVs.  In  tiie  first  pkite,  ine  wan  ts 
ki  oar  people  will  be  ineveafted  in  pi^oportibd  to 
the  prohibition  of  cotioti  g<oo^;  in  the  second 
flaaeftii^  tettvtti  ^uhi  be  Mbbted  by  it;  atid 
fa  the  Wm  i^ce,  it  wA^  ettremehr  i^bttbfe  that 
the  fomga  detiiaittd  for  the  ratlr  material  we  fur- 
liijtfa  would  be  coUsidefably  diminiiihed.    A  sin- 

Sle  fact  would  evfnce  this  with  some  force.  In 
»e  year  1791,  there  were  exportea  to  Liverpool 
fXhaien  of  cotton :  and  in  the  first  nine  months 
of  1805  there  had  been  exported  to  the  same  place 
93^00  bales.  This  would  show  what  the  effect 
nught  be  of  the  prohibition  of  the  importaiioo  of 
9lh  CoK.— 15 


articles  maatifactufed  from  ootton  in  Great  Bril- 
atn  oa  the  demand  for  the  raw  material  we  fut- 
nish. 

Mr.  N.  aaid  he  bad  seen  another  pn)positiMi,3)ot 
offered,  indeed,  in  the  House  of  Represeatativ^, 
batebewherb,  (ailading,  it  is  suppO90d,  to  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  in  the  Senate,)  which  did  not 
^  to  the  extent  of  the  atotioii  by  the  genllektiaQ 
from  Peatnylrtaia^  and  therefore  wsls  not  ao  de- 
leterious in  ita  elects,  but  which,  in  Ins  judgment, 
was  extrettely  objecciodible.  This  p««positioQ 
went  toprohibil  tlieimportatioB  of  woollens  of  all 
description^  lisent,  toaila,  bata^  looicing^hisiei, 
rum,  hardware,  slate,  aalt,  ooal,  boots,  m<^  rtb- 
lx>ns,  aUIn,  plated  and  ^Hbb  wanes. 

Io  this  list  ther^  iHUte  foar  articles  of  gil^eat  1m- 
portBttce  with  #hteb  iv^  are  supplied  from  *Gr«it 
Briiaia,  which  our  habits,  at  least,  bafe^evroHed 
on  ihe  list  of  uec^s&arie^,  and  with  which  weeaif- 
tiotbe  ^pblled  ^^hher  by  oorselvcs  or  by  otheir 
nations.  With  coar^  Woollens  we  ate  Mippliell 
altCgi'theT  flrotn  Great  Britain,  a^d  we  cannot 
procure  them  elsewliete.  Mr.  N.  said  he  hkd  taken"* 
some  pains  tp  inquire  into  tbe^laleof  theCreru^n 
manufactures,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  the 
ioformittion  ne  bad  received,  that  we  could  get, 
neither  from  Germany  nor  dolland,  those  coarse 
cloths  which  are  extensively  consumed  i^  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  he  presumed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  except  bv  those 
who  moved  in  th^  bigber  walks  of  life,  in  Hoi- 
laufl  and  Brabant  there  ^ere  some  such  maiio- 
iactures,  but  they  were  tpp  narrow  to  supply  os 
with  any  considerable  quantity  of  them. 

That,  kind  of  rum  which  we  derjve  from  Ja- 
maica, Antigua,  and  Barbadoes,  and  frooa  which 
a  large  revepiie  is  obtained,  Mr.  N.  presumed  wv 
not  to  be  got  elsewhere ;  as  the  whoU  of  thi>  arti- 
cle which  was  imported  into  the  United  States 
was  consumed,  and  no  part  of  it  exported^  it  fol- 
lowed of  course  that  the  revenue  would  be  dioiiik- 
ished  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  prohir 

The  manufactures  of  Birmingham  and  Shef- 
field, going  genemlly  by  the  name  of  nar^wafe, 
could l>e  got  no  where  else.  The  whole  pf  tbesa 
imported  were  oonsupied  in  lhe  United  States, 
and  thej^r  prohibition  wbitld  have  the  aame  affiect 
op, our  reveuue^  .^ 

Of  salt)  which  ^  was  imported  from  different 
countries,  and  which  amounted  annually, to  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  bushels,  not  more  than  the 
one-hundredth  ^t  Was' exported.  By  diminish- 
ing theooantity  ieiipbrced,  we  both  hierehse  the 
t>nce  of  ihe  articie  aed  decrease  the  adndiot  df 
the  revenue; 

Mr.  N»  «aid,  that  the  coarse  which  aeemed  to 
him  noktt  proper,  waft  to  select  among  tbe  manu- 
lootares  ef  Ghreat  Britain  sbeh  artioles  as  we  fm*- 
port  fVom  thence,  and  cfrn  supplv  ourselves  with 
by  our  own  indastry,  or  obtaiil  from  other  eoun- 
iHes.  This  would  present  to  Great  Britaia  a 
plam  that  would  at  once  be  se^h  to  be  practicable. 
By  laying  a  prohibition  on  the  Importation  of  all 
articles  received  from  Great  Britana  or  her  colo- 
nies ope  of  twd  cfiiecta  moat  eaine.    fiitker  we 
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uliall  be  laus:hed  at  by  Great  firtrain  and  oth«r 
European  Powers  for  adopting  a  system  altuge- 
ther  impraciicalile.  because  we  cannot  adhere  to 
it ;  Of  we  shall  furnish  to  her  Minister,  whose 
character  fur  decision  is  well  known,  a  pretext 
for  sweeping  the  ocean  of  every  dollar  of  Amer- 
ican properly  afloat  on  it. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  We  adopt  a  system  whicli 
is  practicable,  to  which  it  is  seen  that  we  can 
adhere  without  injuring  ourselves,  and  wbicb 
will  materially  affect  Britain,  we  may  hope  that 
measures  will  be  taken  bv  her  Oovemroent  for 
the  adjustment  of  our  difierencea,  and  the  ren- 
dering tis  complete  justice. 

Mr.  N.  then  submitted  the  followinir  resolution: 

Ruokfed,  That,  from  and  after  the dajof  ^^ 

nextt  the  following  articles,  being  of  the  growth,  or  maft- 
ufiif'tares  of  Gieat  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
colonies  or. dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be 
prohibited  by  law  from  being  imported  into  Uie  United 
elates,  or  into  the  territories  thereof,  vis  : 

All  articles  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of  chief 
value  ;  all  articles  of  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material 
of  chief  value,  tin  in  sheets  excepte«| ;  all  articles  of 
which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  material  of  chief  value ;  all 
articles  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value ; 

woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  exceed ; 

woollen  hoeieiy  of  all  kinds;  window  glass,  and  all 
other  manufactures  of  glass;  silver  and  plated  wares ; 
paper  of  every  description  ;  nails  and  spikes ;  bats ; 
clotbing  ready  made ;  millinery  of  all  kinds ;  playing 
cards ;  beer,  fl^e,  and  porter ;  and  pictures  and  printa. 

Mr.  Nicholson  concluded  by  remnrking  that  he 
would  not  undertake  to  say  that  he  had  made  the 
best  selection  of  articles.  It  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence he  had  made  the  selection.  He  would,  how- 
ever, offer  it  at  this  time,  (hat  gentlemen  might  give 
their  attention  to  it,  and  be  prepared  to  entpr  on 
its  discussion  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
House.  He  submitted  these  propositions  at  this 
lime,  to  avoid  any  delay  which  might  arise  from 
withholding  them  till  the  House  should  have  en- 
tered upon  the  subject. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  considered 
by  the  House,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell,  certain 
resnlutions  offered  on  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  by 
Mr.  Madison,  on  the  differences  at  thaf  tjiu^  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  States  and  Or«.at  Brit- 
ain, were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WB8T  INDU  TRADE. 
Mr.  CR(iWNiN8Hi£Ln  said*  the  gentlamaQ  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nicholson)  h^d  offered  several 
resolutions  prohibiting  the  importation  of  sundry 
articles  of  British  manufactures  into  the  United 
States.  Mr.  C.  ob^rved  that  he  bad  another  pro- 
ject which  he  wished  to  suhmK,  relative  to  our 
trade  with  the  British  West  Indies.  He  did  not 
mean  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  aabjeet.  either  so 
as  far  it  was  connected  with  th<*  propositions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  or  with  that  of  the 
gentleman  friMa  Pennsylvania,  which  went  to  a 
inueh  greater  extent.  But  with  regard  to  one 
idea  aipreased  hj  tha  gentkoiaa  Crmii  Maryland, 


be  thoogbt  it  proper  to  say  a  few  wt>rda.  That 
gentleman  baa  (»bserved  that  the  pro|H)sitiuo  of* 
lered  liy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
affect  the  rerenue  to  the  amount  of  five  mil- 
lions of  di'llsrs;  and  therefore  in)pre:$sed  upoa 
the  House  the  duty  of  being  extremely  cautious 
in  taking  such  a  step.  Mr.  U.  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  adoption  of  that  proponition  would 
affect  the  revenue  to  any  such  extent.  He  did 
not  believe  it  would  afffCt  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  cf  dollars.  Because,  al- 
though we  should  prohibit  the  imporution  of 
British  goods,  we  could  get  most  of  the  same  ar- 
ticles from  other  countries.  We  get  salt  froai. 
Cadiz,  and  Lisbon,  and  from  several  other  places. 
Rum  could  be  got  from  every  island  in  the  West 
Indies;  ajnd  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  it  to  supply  our  wants,  we 
could  import  from  France  brandies,  which  will  tie 
a  good  substitute.  We  may  aUoget  woollens  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  every  article  on  the 
list,  perhaps  at  higher  prices.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, Mr.  C.  said,  his  object  at  this  time  to  dut- 
cufis  the  merits  of  either  proposition.  His  chief 
object  was  to  offer  bis  own  project,  which  related 
to  the  West  Indies.  Every  one  knows  that  those 
islands  are  dependent  on  the  United  States  for 
I  he  necessaries  of  life;  thai  they  cannot  get  oianf 
important  articles  theyab>ulutely  want  from  ot. her 
rountrie<«.  Every  one  knows  that  fur  fi>h,  bet* fj 
pork,  and  lumber,  they  are  dependent  on  us,  inas- 
much as  they  cannot  gel  them  elsewhere.  How  is 
the  trade  carried  on?  Great  Britain  has  adopted 
a  curious  commercial  principle,  bottomed  on  the 
principle  of  her  navigation  act ;  which  in  time  of 
peace  almost  amounts  to  a  prohibition  to  introduce 
into  her  islands  any  articles  of  ours;  and  which 
in  time  of  war  opens  the  ports  of  a  few  of  her 
islands  for  the  introduction  of  particular  articles 
for  three  or  six  montbs.  Mr.  C.  said  he  wished 
to  see  this  trade  perinanemly  open  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  He  thoui^ht  it  probable 
this  might  be  done  by  the  adoption  of  his  pl«in. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  offered  a 
proposition  which  was  calculated  to  meet  in  part 
the  practices  of  Great  Britain.  The  firNt  resolu- 
tion related  to  trading  to  the  West  Indies  in  for- 
eign vesseU.aod  not  in  vesseUof  the  United  States* 
E?ery  one  knew  that  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  Indies  tb*re  were 
either  none,  or  very  few  foreign  vessels. 

Mr.  C.  t|ipn  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Rewhed^  Tbattfron  and  after  the ^  dayaf • 

next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  nierchaiidiaa»aball  beezfOTt«d 
from,  or  imported  inio^  the  United  States  or  the  territo- 
ries thereof,  in  anv  ship  or  vessel  whatever,  to  or  Iroa 
any  European  colonies  or  settlements,  situated  on  tha 
eastern  side  of  tbe  continent  of  America,  or  ita  adja- 
cent seas,  northward  of  the  Bquator,  unless  the  import 
tation  of  all  articles  of  the  growth,  product,  or  maou- 
factore  of  tbe  United  States  snd  their  territoriea,  in 
American  bottoms,  is  st  all  times  admitted  into  the  said 
colonies,  or  settlements,  and  unless  the  eiportation  of 
the  productions  of  the  ssid  colonies,  or  settlcmenu.  is 
permanentlj  allowed  in  American  bottoms  from  the 
aaina  to  Iha  UaHad  tHataa,  aad  ttta  tarrttodea  therao£ 
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T^e  nf5ulutioa  w\*  conHiJered.  and  r»*ferred  to 
m  Coaimiiiee  tif  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uoioo,aDd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DRAWBACK. 

The  Hoas^  went  info  a  Committee  of  the 
WhoJf  oil  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  inking 
tlie  uath.  and  giving  bood  in  c%6tA  of  drawbacl^ 
%Dd  tor  otber  purposes. 

Oo  the  second  section,  which  is  as  follows: 
«•  That  the  BecreUiy  of  the  Treesurj  l)e,  and  he  m 
hereby  aathorized  and  empowered  to  extend  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  in  cases  which  have  happened  since  the  p|»- 
■age  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1799,  enUtled«  "An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage/' 
where  the  persons  claiming  such  benefit  have  oiuitted 
to  take  the  oath  and  give  bond  within  the  ten  days 
proscribed  by  law :  Providedf  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  be  sstisfied  that  such  omission  i^ras 
caused  by  unsvoidabie  accident,  snd  that  no  fraud  was 
intended  thereby  to  be  committed  against  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  provided,  alsu,  that  sat- 
Isfiuit&ry  proof  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  that  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  on  which  the  drawback  is 
ctalined,  have  Wn  landed  without  the  limits  of  the 
Uiuted  States. 

A  lung  debate  ensued,  which  continued  .beyond 
ihe  uxosThnur  of  adjournment,  in  which  Mes^^rs, 

J.    CLAYf    LfilB.   £lMBR,   NiCHOU89N,   CROWNMf>> 

8Bi£Li>,  N.  Williams,  and  Sloan  supported ; 
and  Mea<rs.  Hoia^aiiB  Clark,  J.  C.  Smitb.  Jaoc 
•oil,  Bt»w£LLr,  CoNKAD,  Maoon,  and  Smufi,  op* 
foaed  the  section. 

When  tlie  qaestion  was  taken  on  the  striking 
ottt  tbe  section,  and  carried — yeas  70. 

Theseeood  and  third  seetionsj  bottomed  on  the 
second,  were  al^o  struck  out. 

The  Ctnnmittee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
df««agreement  to  all  the  sections  except  the  firitt. 
Thf  Hoo<e  immediately  considered  the  report. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb  spoke  in  favor,  a.nd  Mr.  Crown- 
nisaiBLD  against  concurring  in  it;  when  the 
House  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  decision. 


TuBSDST,  PebrusTy  11. 
Mr.  J.C.  SMiTB.from  tlie  Coramif  tee  of  Claims, 
M'esented  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  Qovernor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Coin- 
miuce  of  the  Whole  tu-morrow. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wliom 
irsji  referred  on  the  fifteenth  ultimo,  the  m«me- 
rial  of  Peter  Landais,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  rsad^  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 
Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

A.  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pas^  a  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  reli^'f  of  Seth  Harditii?,  late  a  oapiaio 
ID  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stat«*« ;"  to  which  they 
desire  tie  eoncarrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enrirled  ^An  act 
fjf  rhtf' relief  of  S*»th  Harding,  late  a  captam  in 
Ihe  Nary  of  the  United  Statfs,"  was  re^^d  twice 
tnd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  message   from  the   Senate  informed  the 


HouKe  that  the  Senate  bare  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  i he  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  town  of  (^'incinnaii,  and  State  of  Ohio;"  and 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  provision  for 
the  compenttaiion  of  witnesses  who  attended  ths 
trial  of  the  impeach>n«*nt  of  Samuel  Chase;"  to 
which  thfy  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Anact 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  towa 
of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twict 
and  referred  to  the  Conuuitiee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act 
making  proriiuon  for  the  compensaiioo  of  wit^ 
nesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  Samuel  Chase,'*  was  read  twice  and  commit* 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
was  committed,  oo  the  fifth  instant,  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  wit- 
nejiwes,  and  other  expenses,  on  the  impeachment 
of  Sim uel  Chase. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  ineinb»'rs  of 
both  Houses,  the  report  to  be  made  to  this  HouhCi 
in  pursuance  of  the  several  resolutions  of  the 
HoUHC,  passed  on  the  third,  fifth,  and  serenih  days 
of  the  present  month. 

BRAWBAOK. 
The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  being  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  strike  out  the  2 J,  3d  and  4ih  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  tx>  extend  the  lime  f  r  taking  ths 
oath,  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes.    The  sections  are  as  fallows: 

**Bkc.%  And  be  UfMherenaettd,  That  the  See- 
retary  of  the  Treasory  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthnr- 
ised  and  empowered  to  extend  the  benefit  of  drawback^ 
in  eases  which  have  happened  since  the  passage  of  ths 
act  of  the  second  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  entitled  "An  ad 
to  regulate  the  coUection  of  duties  on  impoits  and  ton- 
nage," where  the  persons  claiming  such  benefit  havs 
omitted  to  take  the  osth  and  give  bond  within  the  ten 
days  prescribed  by  law  t  Provided^  The  (Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be  satisfied  thct  such  amissioln  was 
caused  by  unavoidable  accident,  and  that  no  fraud  was 
intended  thereby  to  be  committed  against  the  revenns 
laws  of  the  United  States.  And,  provided  aUo,  That 
satisfiu^tory  proof  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  that  ths 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  which. the  drawback 
is  claimed,  have  been  landed  without  thto  limito  of  ths 
Usked  States. 

•'»ao.  S^And  be  ii  further  enacted,  Thst^befikrs  M> 
lief  shall  be  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy 
as  s(bresa,<d,  the  pesson  or  persons  applying  for  ths 
same  shall  take  the  oath  and  give  bond,  in  like  manner 
as  is  now  required  by  Isw. 

"Ssc.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  this  act  centa  ned  shall  be  construed  to  extend  ths 
allowance  of  drawback  upon  any  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  which  have  been  heretofore  exported  to 
New  Orleans,  and  upon  which  the  drawback  may  re- 
main, at  this  time,  unpaid." 

On  concurring  in  ihU  report  a  lengthy  debate 
ensued.  Messrs.  John  C.  Smitb.  Jackson,  Ben* 
INGE  A,  and  Ho^i.AHo,  spoke  in  favur  of  coiicur- 
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kti^'ijjo^  Me^sr^.  LfitB.  C^iowNiNSfiiELbjNE^- 
tbk.  BrooM»  J.  Clat,  and  Elmer,  against  con 
^tirrinsr  in  the  report.     When  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  concurrence,  and  car- 
ried—yeas  71,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

YiAB — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson^  Burwell 
Bafasett,  George  M.  Bedlnger,  dilas  Betton,  Bamabat 
bidweH,  William  Blackledge,  jflobert  Brown^  John 
Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  WiDiam  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  CUrk, 
M atOiew  Glay,  Fredenck  Cobrftd,  Banitiel  W.  Pana^ 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earie, 
JamcB^EUiot,  0Mb  EUia,  William  Ely,  John  W,  Bp^ies, 
iunea  M«  Gsmett,  ChaHea  Goldtborongh,  Petersen 
GoodfrjtO,  Bdnrin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg^  John  Hamil* 
totk*  William  Helms,  Jamea  Holland,  David  Holmea, 
^olm  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  KeoiDt  Nehaniah  Knight, 
Joseph  iiewiii  jr.,  PuncaH  McFttrlajid,  Patrick:  Ma^ru- 
der,  Da^d  Meriwether,  Thomi^s  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Gideon  Olin^imothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rca  of  Pejjnsyl- 
irania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
8a|DmojiS)  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Sfoith,  John 
i^mith, .  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Thomas,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselser,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 
fton. 

Nitis— John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker, 
Pfi^nnel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Jatnes  M.  Brdom, 
John  Cliliborne,  Oirhard  Cook,  Jacot»  Crowh'inshield, 
Hkhard  Cutts,  Ettti  Darby,  Peter  Early,  Bbenezer 
felmer,  William  Bindley,  James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Biks  Halsey,  8eth  HasUngs,  Michael  Leib,. Henry  W. 
)^iY^igston»  Matthew  LyoBi  Robert  Mmm,  J^siah 
Mf^rs,  William.  MqCreery^J^icbolas  R.  lioow,  Jisro- 
mialli  ^forrow,  Giirdon  8w  Mi;mfofd,  Jeremiah  Nelsco» 
I'bomas  Newton,iJT.,,Jo8epb  H*  Nicholson,  John  Pug^, 
toii^h  Q^iincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  Richarii. 
Johp  ttoMeU,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  SlmiKh^  Joseph 
nta^ton,  Siam^uel  Taggart,  Philip,  Van;  Cortl^ndti 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  John  Whitehiil,  Marmaduke 
Wjilliams,  Nathan  Wimam0,.aad  Thoman  Wynaa. 
i>  ^ir.  J.  RAMt^bL^o  said  he  had  a  report  to  make 
whicfh,  accQrdifi|;  to  the  rifles  of  the  House,  re^ 
^rl^  dvei  ^ilertw  to  he  cleared.  They  Wer^ 
•ccbtrfiogly  cN^red  fbr  a  fttir  minatesj  when  the 
Kolise  adjourned. 

,  ,  Wednesday,  February  12* 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PdWt 
liAadif,  <o  w'fibni  was  refn^rred,  on  the  eleventh  in- 
Itam,  the  bill  sent  fVom  the  Senate,  entitled  "*  An 
let  authorissittg  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  In  the 
town  of  Cittcinnaii,  atad  Sr^ie  bf  Ohio,  reported  to 
the  HoQiie  their  agreement  to  the  sam^,  without 
klh^ndnoienc. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
i  Ci»mm?tfee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
^  Mr.  P^R.  Thompson  reported  a  bill  authoriz- 
inj?  the  erection  of  a  hridi^e  across  the  Potomac, 
within  the  District  of  Culumhia;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a  (*ommiiteeof  the  Whole  on  Friday. 

Mr.  MAGRtmeti  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  praying  that  if 


Congress  deterrnine  to  authorize  the  erection  bf  a 
bridge  across  the  Potomac,  it  may  be,  at  a  poinl 
above  Greorgetown. — Referred  to  tne  same  Com- 
mittee. 

LIMITS  OF  GEORGIA. 
Mr.  Spaldiro,  from  the  cbmmittee  to  whom 
was  referred,  ou  the  thrrteebtb  nltifno,  tb^  nt^mo- 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
made  a  report  thereon,  Which  was  read,  as  follows  ; 
The  cbnjimitte^  to  i^hbm  Was  r^rred  tl^e  memoiial  o>f 
die  Legisfatore  of  the  State  6f  Georgia,  relating 
dlspnled  limits  between  that  State  and  Uie  State  of 
Nbrth  Carolina,  having  taken  into  con«lderatioii  the 
matter  of  the  said  mremorial,  as^eft  as  such  inrorma- 
tion  as  the  documents  attached  f  6  tbe  memorial  and 
fohner  reports  made  to  this  Houae  afford,  heg  leave 
to  ifubmit  the  following  report: 
Between  the  latitude  of  35  degrees  north,  which  is 
the  southern  boundary  claimed  by  Nor^h  Carolina,  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  Georgia^  as  setMed.by  a  con- 
vention between  that  State  and  South  Carolina,  inter* 
venes  a  tract  q(  country  supposed  to  be  about  twelve 
miles  wide,  j^m  north  to  aoiith,  ami  extending  in  length 
from  the  western  boundary  of  Georgia,  at  Nicigack,  oa 
the  Tennessee,  to  her  northeastern  limits,  on  the  To- 
gaTo.    This  tract  was  consequently  within  the  limits  of 
South  (ysrolina,  and  in  the  year  1787  it  was  c^ed  to  the 
United  8ta^,  wbo  accepted  the  cession.    Tlib  t^rri* 
tory  remaitied  in  possession  of  the  United  States  nntfl 
UN)ft,  when  it  Was  ceded  to  the  State  of  Gloi|ria.    From 
the  moat  correct  infbrmation  relative  to  tfke  add  tarti^ 
tory,  it  appears  that  it  is  inhabited  by  about  M>  aauki^ 
and  (to  adopt  the  words  of  a  former  report)  it  is  not 
shown  at  what  period  they  aude  the  settanettt,  mr 
had  they  any  title  to  the  land  on  which  they  settled 
and  made  improvements.    No  such  t^tle  indeed  ceiiU 
have  been  crea^dt  u  those  lands  xeaMined  wiithin  the 
boundary  of  the  Chefokees  until  the  year  (798,  jwhcn 
a  purt  of  this  territory  was  purchased  by  a  Upesty  held 
at  I'eUicp.    U  does  not  appear  that  ^e  Uoea  that  beind 
the  tract  of  lund  in  que8tion»  and  divide  it  from  Caie- 
liha,  have  ever  Wen  established  by  public  authority. 

After  the  transfer  of  this  territory  by  the  United  Sutei 
to  Georgia,  the  Legislattnreof  that  Sute,in  compliance 
with  the  eameat  request  of  thoaa  ac^f-^vemed  people, 
praying  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  pvUcipate  inihe 
civil  rights  enjoyed  in  common  ^  the  people  of  the 
United  Sltates,  passed  an  act  in  the  year  1S03  to  oi^ 
ganiie  the  ihhabited  part  df  the  territoVy,  and  to  form 
it  into  k  county,  authorizing,  at  the  same  time,  the  Oor- 
emcvr  to  appoint  commndoneri,  to  meet  such  commit> 
•kmera  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  Govetnment  of 
North  Carolina,  tb  ascertain  ind  plainly  mark  the  J&ie 
dividing  thia  territory  from  North  Carolina.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Nottfa  Ckrolina  expressed  a  readine«  to  aeoede 
to  the  propositfon,  under  the  provisions  of  a  fonner  act 
ef  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  but  clogged  wi&  a  con- 
dition whidi  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  reftMid 
to  depart  from,  and  which  the  Legislatuie  of  Georgia 
reAued  to  accede  to.  Her  reason  may  be  foond  in  a 
letter  from  General  Picken%of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, attached  to  a  report  made  to  the  House  respect- 
ing that  territory  while  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
The  letter  states,  thut  before  the  people  inhabiting  that 
territory  settled  on  the  lands,  it  was  surveyed,  and  grants 
obti^ined  for  most  part  of  it  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  probably  by  men  who  cared  little  whe- 
ther the  land  waa  witiim  the  Indian  claimu>r  the  limitf 
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oC SduUi  CajoUna.  Your  comipHtee  conceive  that  they 
y^rt  no  right  to  enter  into  the  feelings  of  either  of  the 
parties,  or  to  pronounce  upon  the  justice  of  the  condi- 
tion made  by  North  Carolina  on  the  one  part,  or  its 
jejectioD  bj  Georgia  on  the  other,  and  have  therefore 
confined  Cheir  attention  to  that  part  of  the  memorial 
whidi  calls  upon  Congi^ess  to  define  and  mark  but  the 
thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude— the  lipe  which  North 
CWroIina  admits  to  bound  her  State — upon  the  so^ath 
and  north  of  which  Georgia  can  liave  no  claim  of  ier- 
ritorf .  Tour  committee,  after  giving  to  this  point  the 
ma£  deliberate  donsideratioh,  are  of  opinion  th^t  the 
TJniled  States  ^re  bpund^  in  good  faith,  to  use  their 
friendSj  offices  with  the  8tate  of  North  Carotina  for 
<>btainiiig  an  aipicabl^  acgustment  of  the  limits  of  the 
l^nitoiy,  which  they  liave  transferred  to  Qeorgia^in  aU 
jparCf  vhe^  such  limits  may  be  disputed^ 

Tbor  committee,  therefore,  beg  l^ave  tp  oflSsr  the  fb)- 
lovnog  reaolutjon : 

B^aied,  Tbat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  aurtiorixed  to  appoint  a  commissioner,  to  meet  such 
^ominisBionera  as  may  j^  appointed  by  the  States  of 
^OTt|i  CarbUna  and  Gabigia,  for  the  purpose  of  iMcet' 
taSmbg  and  tunning  the  line  which  divide?  the  terri- 
tory translerTed  by  the  United  States  to  Georgia,  itom 
KoHb  Carotina. 

The  report  ma  read,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  SwiLii  submitted  the  following  resolutiobs: 
'^Riaohed,  That  it  is  expedient  ibr  Congress  to  re- 
cede to  the  State  of  Maryland  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
ptai  of  tiie  Territory  of  Golombta  which  was  ceded  to 
«lw  ITiiUea  States  by  the  said  State  of  Maryland,  by  an 
«et  pttsee4  Ihe  nineteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
ene  tiioQMiid  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  entitled 
'  Aa  aec  coikeemiiig  the  Territory  of  Coluittbla  and  the 
XJSty  oi  HTashington:'  pasvided  the  said  Sute  of  Uw- 
tjl^nd  eheil  eonseot  and  figiee  thereto. 
.**  Utwhed,  That  it  is  expedient  lor  Confrees  to  xe- 
esde  to  the  State  of  yiiginia  the  jarisdiction  of  the^ 
fart  ef  Ute  Territory  of  Columbia  which  wae  ceded  to 
ikp  United  States  hV  th^  said  State  of  Virginia,  Vj  an 
.act  papspii  t^  third  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
Aeusand  eeven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  entitled  *  An 
ffl  Iqc  tbe  cession  of  ten  miles  square,  or  any  lesser 
«iian^  of  territory,  within  this  State,  to  the  United 
otat^  io  Congress  assembled,  for  the  permanent  seat 
M^^  dbeneral  Grovernment :'  provided  the  said  State 
^Tbginia  shall  consent  and  agr^  thereto.** 

Mr.  8if iLiB  stated  he  had  two  obj'ects  in  view 
io  <4Eeriiig  these  resolution:*.  Tbe  nrst  was,  thai 
Coi^fes  mi^fat  be  divested  of  that  multiplicity  of 
loaioeas  which  arose  from  the  siiuatlon  of  thp 
terrliory,  which  would  increase  with  the  growth 
'ti  population  and  the  progress  of  society.  The 
other  neaapn  was  still  more  important*  He  wished 
to  «ae  the  people  of  the  District  restored  to  their 

rDlftieal  rights,  the  deprivation  of  which  was  to 
im  a  matter  of  great  regret^  and  which  could  not 
b^  remedied  ^at^i  there  was  a  decided  change  io 
their  jitoation.  Alluding  to  the  apprehension  of 
the  inhabitants  that  this  measure  was  connected 
with  A  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government,  be, 
ifiolared  that  this  was  not  his  object ;  he,  on  the 
<anirary,  believed  the  measure  would  be  highly 
kneficiai  tq  the  (?Uy  of  IV^hington. 


On  considering  the  resolutions,  the  House  di- 
vided— ayes  43,  noes  36. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  a  reference  of  thein  to  a  Comr 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  first  day  of  March. 

Mr.  Lewis  opoved  their  postponement  in^efi^ 
nitely. 

Mr.  Lyon  hoped  an  immediate  decision  WQi|ld 
he  had  upon  them. 

Mr.  Sloan  hoped  some  time  wQuld  be  allowed 
previous  to  their  decision. 

The  House  determined  to  refer  fhen^  to  a  Comr 
mittee  ot  the  Whole — ayes  56. 

Mr.  CoNBAu  moved  their  being  made  the  order 
for  the  first  Monday  in  August :  which  piotion 
was  disagreed  to — ayes  44,'  noes  56.  " 

Then  on  the'  firs^  ^0lxdAy  of  Mfty.  JLost^ 
ayes  39. 

Mf.  Nicholson  moved  Monday  next.  He  said 
there  was  much  important  business  relative  to  the 
territory  before  the  House^  and  if  ih?  propositions 
of  retrocession  were  permuted  to  reipaio  unacteji 
on,  they  wpuld  supersede  all  attention  to  t^e  othejr 
objects. 

^  Mr»  Smilie  acquiescing  in  making  the  cesola- 
tions  the  pfder  for  Monday  next,  ^h^  Hptus^  if9 
determined  without  division. 

BRITISH  A^RE88I0N8. 

Mr.  Sloan.— IJ^r.  Speaker :  I  trust  I  am  corre<^^ 
first,  in  saying  ihat  the  Kepresentatives  of  th^ 
people,  in  Congress  assembled,  are  the  only  tribi]- 
nal  to  whom  ihey  c^n  look  for  redress  of  national 
grievances  and  protection  in  theijr  national  rights^; 
and  second! Vi  that  jeyery  member,  ^s  ^cornponent 
part  of  the  National  Legislature,  has  a  right  to  ii^ 
troduce  resolutions  in  such  form  as  he  may  think 
hest  calculated  to  redress  existing  grievances,  9f 
aecure  them  from  future  insult  and  injury<i 

Notwithstanding  several  resolutions  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  respecting  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen  bv  the  commanders  of  British  ^rm^^ 
vessels,  and  their  depredations  on  our  coincifercc^ 
I  have  seen  none  which  ][  consider  fully  adequate 
to  the  purpose  proposed^  or  couched  in  that  firm 
and  decisive  language  that  I  conceive  the  naiur^ 
of  the  case  requires.  Under  this  iiiipression,  1  beg 
jleave  to  offer  a  resolution ;  and,  previous  fi^ereto, 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  offef  af)&if 
reasons. 

Are  not  the  people  calling  on  us  from  lalmos^ 
every  part  of  the  Union  ?  Previous  to  my  leavjog 
home  to  attend  this  session,  I  expected  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen  by  British  armed  vesseli, 
and  their  depredations  on  bur  commerce,  would 
have  been  taken  op;  but,  to  my  astotoishmeo^ 
more  than  ten  weeks  have  elapsed,  an<t  We  ar^ 
only  preparing  to  discuss  this  iiiaportant  subject. 
Is  this  giving  immediate  attention  to  the  su0^nngb 
of  Dur^ constituents?  But  what  astonishes  me 
still  more  is,  that  by  conversation  I  have  hkd 
with  some  members,  they  appear  yet  unprepared 
to  do  anything  decisive. 

One  member.  (Mr.  NjicnoLsoN,)  who  oH^red  a 
resolution  two  days  past,  objected  to  a  forrfier  tetf^ 
olution  offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Penn^yiTania* 
(^Ir.  GBfiqOj)  frofoi  aii  ^^j^)r^hen$Jon  that  it^wouia 
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injure  our  revenue  $3  000,000.  [Here  Mr.  Nich- 
olson explained,  stating  that  he  h»d  only  said 
that  it  would  affect  it  to  that  amount.]  Another 
member,  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Cbownin- 
8I1IELD.)  well  acquainted  with  raercantile  busi- 
ness, supposed  it  would  not  injure  it  more  than 
$1,000,000. 

But  I  hope^Mr.  Speaker,  that  however  pleasing 
!t  may  be  to  see  our  debt  diminishing  and  our  rev- 
enue mc  easing,  the  fear  of  diminution  of  revenue 
will  never  deter  the  Conf^res.^  of  the  United  States 
from  supporting  their  national  rights.  1  hope  we 
shall  not  shrink  from  a  temporary  evil^  to  procure 
m  great  and  peimantDt  benefit. 

In  bearing  the  conver.sation  of  some  meiubery 
out  oi  doors,  and  observing  the  delay  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  House^  tnis  query  is  extorted 
fiom  me:  Where  is  ihe  spirit  that  actuated  the 
noble  patriots  of  Seveniy-six,  at  theri>k  of  life,  to 
oppose  th^  unju.Nt  aggressions  of  Qreat  Britain? 
lias  it  fled  from  our  land,  or  is  it  only  sleeping? 
I  hope  the  latter ;  and  that  it  may  speedily  awake, 
refre^hed  and  invigorated  by  its  long  nap. 

But,  perhaps,  some  may  conclude  that  I  wish  to 
involve  the  United  States  in  war.  God  forbid  ! 
I  want  to  prevent  war  with  those  horrid  engines 
made  to  detitroy  the  human  speeiett.  I  want  to 
prevent  it  by  doing  to  all  nations  as  we  would 
they  should  do  unto  us.  Are  tVc  so  doing  whilst 
we  permit  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers  to  im- 
press and  keep  on  board  hei  vessels  of  war  three 
thousand  of  our  seamen,  to  assist  in  fighting  her 
battles  with  other  belligerent  Powers  in  amity  and 
peace  with  Us?  I  want  i he  United  States  to  treat 
Great  Britain  as  they  would  treat  an  individual, 
who.  in  his  dealings,  had  evidently  been  unjust; 
break  iff  all  intercourse  until  reparation  is  made 
for  past  injuries,  and  security  given  that  they  shall 
not  be  repeated  in  future.  This  line  of  conduc, 
I  conceive,  instead  of  producing  war,  would  be 
the  mo.>t  certain  means  of  securing  a  permaneut 
«nd  lasting  peace.  In  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
can  Great  Britain  do  without  our  trade  ?  Certain- 
ly she  cannot.  It  is  probable  iha*  Bi^naparte  ha^, 
ere  this  time,  prohibited  her  trade  with  a  consid 
erable  part  of  Europe.  Thus  ciicumstanced — 
trembling  for  her  very  existence — if  we  make  a 
firm,  determined  demand  for  reparation  of  dam- 
ages', my  opinion  is  that  she  dare  not,  that  she  can- 
tiot,  or  will  not  refuse. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House,  at  this  time,  with  a 
more  detailed  investigation  of  the  subject;  but, 
Icpowing  it  to  be  the  desire  of  many  of  our  coosut- 
veots,  and  hoping  that,  upon  a  full  examination,  it 
will  be  the  determination  of  this  House  to  adopt 
firm  and  decisive  measures  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taiuinff  redress  for  injuries  sustained,  and  to  pre- 
Tent  the  like  in  future,  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, hoping  the  House  will  commit  it  to  a  Com- 
miit«  e  of  the  "Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  : 

Wherets  the  commanders  of  British  armed  vessels 
bsve  impressed  msnj  American  seamen,  and  compelled 
th«m  to  bear  arms  on  lK>ard  said  vessels,  and  assist  in 
fighting  their  battles  with  nsUonf  in  amity  and  peace 
with  the  United  Suies;  and,  also,  brought  into  British 
porta  ibr  adjudication,  manjf  merchant  vessels  saiLng 


under  the  flag,  and  owned  by  citizens  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  where  some  have  been  a  long  time  nnjustlj 
detained,  and  others  condemned,  contrary  to  justice 
and  the  law  of  nations :    For  remedy  whereof, 

Resolved^  That  in  case  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  shall  neglect,  or  refuse,  for months,  to  re- 
store all  American  seamen,  impressed  and  detained  as 
aforesaid,  and  aUo  discharge  all  American  vessels,  de- 
tained contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  making  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  sustained  by  such  detentioD,  and 
also,  for  those  condemned  as  prizes ;  sll  trade  and  in- 
tercourse shall  thenceforth  cease,  and  be  prohibited  be- 
tween these  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  its 
dependencies,  until  equitable  arrangements  sYiall  be 
made  between  the  two  Governments  that  shall  insure 
a  return  or  compensation  for  the  property  unjustly 
seized  and  condemned;  and  also,  the  restoration  i€ 
American  seamen  to  liberty  and  their  country.  Pro- 
vided also,  that  upon  such  arrangements  lieing  made, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power,. 
by  proclamation,  to  open  trade  and  commerce^  upon 
the  principle  of  such  equitable  arrangements  hetweeft 
the  said  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  considered, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PORT  OF  PHILADELPHIA* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Clay,  the  Hooae  re- 
solvf  d  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  aa 
act  of  the  State  of  Penn;<ylvania  entitled  ^^Aa 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  iha 
port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on 
tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  meutiooed." 

[This  bill  authori^s  the  imposition  of  four  £ents 
a  ton  on  all  vessels  clearing i>ut  of  the  port  of  Pbil^ 
adelphia,  for  any  foreign  nort,  to  be  expended  ia 
building  piers  in.  and  otnerwisa  improving  the 
navigatiou  of  the  Delaware.! 

On  this  bill,  a  debate  of  considerate  lengtk 
arose;  Messrs.  J.  Clay,  Finoley,  LEiB.and  Mar^ 
ION  .supporting,  and  Mesftrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Cbowit- 
iNBHiELn,  damcY,  and  Ely  opposing  it. 

It  was  opposed  on  two  grounds — on  the  ground 
of  unconstitutionality  and  inexpediency.  On  the 
former  ground,  it  was  contended  that  the  impo* 
siiion  of  the  proposed  duty  was  inhibited  by  that 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  prescribes 
that,  "no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  reeula- 

*  lion  of  commerce^  or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one 

*  Stale  over  those  of  another;"  that  the  object  of 
the  hill  was,  to  lay  a  special  tax  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia*— which  would 
be  giving  a  p»-eference  to  that  port  over  the  other 
portis  in  the  United  States ;  that  instead  of  doing 
this,  in  case  the  navigation  of  the  D«  laware  re- 
quired improvement,  which  was  feasible,  the  bet* 
ler  way  would  be,  to  draw  a  sum  for  this  purpose 
from  the  general  Treasury.  It  was,  however, 
contended  thst  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  any 
provision  whatever  for  this  purpose,  as  it  was  fX- 
iremely  doubtful  whether  the  object  conitmplaied 
was  practicable,  and  as  the  navigation  of  the  Del' 
Hware  was  much  ^)etter  than  that  of  many  other 
streams  ou  which  other  |>oria  wore  situated,  which. 
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eovsequratly,  hacJ  higher  elnimson  the  atd  of  Con- 
mt«s.  It  Wits  further  stftt  d,  that  the  contemplated 
doty  woofd  op«n'iie.  not  merely  on  venseis  hflong- 
inf  to  ihe  port  of  Philadelphia,  but  likewise  on 
foreign  re^M>ls  entering  therein;  and* that  it  was 
vnJBsft  to  derive  revenue  from  them  for  tbeaecom- 
pMineot  of  objects  of  a  local  nature. 

Theadvoeatex  of  the  bill  contended  that  it  was 
Mricily  Co  siituiiooai,  in  proof  of  which,  they 
jppeah  d  to  that  part  of  the  Ccmstimiion  whicn 
Mfsi,  that,  ^  no  State  shall,  wiihont  the  consent 
of  CoB^ress,  ky  any  duty  of  tonnage^'  which 
^ovisitMi  exactly  met  the  present  cftt^e.  As  to  the 
CoBUitoiiooat  provision  quoted  on  the  other  side, 
tiie^  obeerred  thai  it  was  only  made  with  the  rtew 
of  prerenting  the  adoption  of  partial  regulations 
ot  trade  or  revenue,  or  the  establishment  of  free 
portjK.  They  quoted  several  precedents,  by  which 
It  appeared,  that  to  several  instances,  a  like  ao- 
tbority  with  thai  in  the  hill  had  been  given,  and 
Id  ttome  cases  withoat  atiy  limitation  of  time.  On 
the  groond  of  ezpedieBcy,  they  represeitted  the 
navigatkm  of  the  L>ela  ware  as  seriously  obstructed 
by  a  t^hoal,  which  was  every  year  increasing,  and 
which  might,  unless  'measures  were  tak'^a,  operate 
at  some  future  period  to  the  destructton  of  the 
navigation.  The  tai  a^ked,  would  be  paid  exclu- 
mveiy  by  vessels  trading  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  opposed  by 
thcMe  wbosie  interests  were  not  in  the  least  impli- 
cated. Ii  was  added,  that  it  wa«  strange  that, 
wbile  scarcely  a  year  passed  without  Iftrge  appro- 
priattons  being  made  from  the  geireral  Tred.nury^ 
for  the  erection  of  liffht-houses  in  VMrious  parts  of 
the  United  States,  the  request  of  the  merchants 
of  Philadelphia  to  be  authorized  to  sulnect  them- 
Me^res  to  a  tax  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gatioo  of  the  only  port  in  Pennsylvania  should  be 
opposed. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Crownin- 
OBicaiD'a  motion  to  htrike  out  the  first  seetionj 
whieti  was  negdtived — yeas  27. 

Mr.  CaowNiirBBiBLD  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
ao  as  to  confine  the  doty  to  vessehi  betonging  to 
the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Crowninshibld  spoke  in  iavor  of,  and 
MetKsrs.  J.  Clat,  Sloan,  Corrab,  and  Blmbr 
ag<iinst  this  amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  12. 

Mr.  Crowninshtcld  offered  an  amendment, 
limitiog  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  three,  instead 
or  fteven  years. 

Messrs.  CROWifiPfsBiGLo.  Southard,  and  Ely, 
aopported;  and  Messrs.  J.  Clay, LetB,  and  Sloan. 
opposed  it ;  when  the  question  was  put,  and  the 
anneadment  disagreed  to — yeas  34,  nays  56. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  order- 
ed the  hilt  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
■Dorfow. 


TaoaaoAY,  Pebruaipy  13. 
Mr.  QooDWTN  one  of  the  members  from  Vir- 
ginia, pri'senied  to  the  H  »U:te  certain  resolutions 
cH'ihe  ifihahiiantttof  the  town  of  P«*tersbiirg,  in  the 
aaid  StateyCipreasivaortheifopifaijtt  of  the  present 


Slate  of  public  affdirs,  and  proffering  their  lives 
Hod  fortunes  in  support  of  the  public  honor  and 
security,  and  ol  such  meai^ures  of  national  redress 
and  retribution,  as  Congress  may  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  adopt ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Cummitteeofthe  Whole  on  thestateofthe  Union. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  en- 
titled "An  act  ta  empower  the  Board  of  Wardena 
fur  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mtn- 
liooed,"  was  read  tlie  third  time^  and  parsed — yeaa 
52,  nays  27. 

A  aicssage  from  the  Senates,  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ad 
act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
couvt  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina."  with  seve- 
rai  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Boyle,  Mr. 
Stanford,  and  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee. 
On  rnotion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
letter  of  WilUam  H.  Harrison,  and  the  memorials 
and  petitions  ufthe  Indiana  Territory,  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  i;o  much  of  those 
memorials  and  petitions  as  relates  tu  the  donation 
and  pre-emption  rights,  and  the  salt  springs  in  that 
Territory ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Poblic  Lands. 

The  bill  making  exira  compensation  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Tei^ 
ritory,  allowing  each  $300  for  compiling  a  code 
of  lawn,  having  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to« 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  making,  in  addition 
to  the  unexpended  balances  of  $1,200,  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000  a  year,  forfive  years,  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  library,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
—yeas  68. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  liATTiMORE  observed,  that  in  addition  to  the 
various objectsemhraced  by  several  peiitioos  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  relative  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, there  were  others,  an  attention  to  which 
seemed  necessary,  as  well  to  do  justice  toindivid- 
usls,  as  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  business 
of  the  land  oflSce  west  of  Pearl  river.  In  order, 
therefore,  that  the  subject  might  undergo  a  proper 
invtstigatiun,  he  begged  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  b6 
instructed  to  inquire. 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  confirm  any  claims  to 
hinds  in  the  Miwiasippi  Territory,  founded  upon  Span- 
ish warrants  or  orders  of  survey,  which  were  not  in- 
habited and  cultivated  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niaetv-five» 
agreeably  to  the  fiiat  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^•An 
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not  ri^^laUng  tbe  en^ts  af'UnJ»  and  proivtfiing  for  tbe 
duposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
l^tate  of  Tennessee :" 

Whether  it  be  ez|>edient  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
first  section  of  the  said  act,  as  precludes  persons  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  heads  of  families, 
from  ^e  benefits  of  tbe  provisions  of  the  section  afore- 
said: 

Whether  it  be  e;cpedlent  to  make  provbion,  by  law, 
ht  reimbursing  pre-emption  claimants,  in  such  sums  as 
they  may  have  paid  to  the  United  States,  in  the  event 
of  their  being  evicted  of  th^  lands  for  whidi  such  sums 
may  have  hwu.  paid,  by  a  judicial  decision  in  favor  of 
any  grant  not  derived  from  the  United  States : 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  invest  tbe  CogmnissioDers 
Wdrt  of  Peaii  river  with  tueh  extensive  equitable  jurie- 
dwtioPf  as  may  enable  them  to  guard,  on  the  one  hand, 
ftgiuiwt  tbe  admis#ion  of  Ql«imp»  whichBtay  be  npport^ 
•4  bji  a  literal  eons|ructiQn  of  legal  piovisioDf,  though 
founded  in  fimud ;  and  to  confirm*  on  the  other  h^nd, 
thpe^  wlbich  may  not  be  thi^s  si^ported,  though  founded 
HMn  pirincipiea  of  equity  and  justice :  And,  also, 
'  Wlietber  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  amendment 
oug^t  to  be  made  to  the  act  afort mentioned  \  a^d  that 
^^  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise* 
iThe  resolution  wea  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  obseryed  that  a  lawi  had 
^Q  passed  the  last  sesf^ion  authorizing  t^e  Pres- 
^()ent  to  caus^  the  lands  in  tbe  Territory  of  Orleana 
^  be  surveyed.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to 
prepare  the  lands  for  sale  and  settlement.  Bieliev- 
iQg  tbata  settlement  of  that  territory  would  ^reatlv 
^qotril^ute  to  its  seciurity  and  prosperity,  bis  wish 
was  to  bring  tl^e  subject  directly  before  the  House, 
whatever  doubts  may  be  entertained  of  tbe  pro- 

EritHy  uf  trncuutnyitjjT  the  settlement  of  Upper 
iDuisiana,  bv  believed  no  difference  of  opinjop  ex- 
isted as  to  the  expedieocy  of  fostering  ibj^  s^ttle- 
nii^nt  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  by  citizens  of 
th«  United  Statesi  j  which  end  wpul(|  be  best  eject- 
ed by  opeoiDg  land  odices  for  the  sale  of  lands 

Mr.  Campbell  concluded  by  moving  the  fol-i 
l9wlog  resolution : 

Skil^htdy  That offices  b^  est^hshed  ibr  the 

aale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  Stfitss  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
SOCIETY  OP  HARMONY. 

ThetHoQse  wentintoa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
QU  ttif  bUl  received  from  the  Senatei  the  object  of 
Vhich  is  to  authorize  the  location  of  a  quantity 
of  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  by  George  Rapp 

J.nd  his  associates,  they  paying  two  dollars  there- 
br^andgiving  them  a  credit,  without  the  payment 
J|lr  interest,  for  six  years,  when  they  are  to  pay  one^ 
Qurth  of  the  purchase  money,  and  the  residue  in 
six  annual  payments,  on  condition  that,  agreeably 
fo  prescribed  terms,  the  vine  i^hall  be  cultivated. 
'  Mr.  McCrbert  stated  that  Georse  Rapp  and 
his  associates,  amounting  to  about  3,000  persons, 
Were  natives  of  the  Electorate  of  Wirtemburg; 
Chat  they  were  Lutherans,  who  bad  fled  from  op- 
pression in  that  country ;  that  thev  were  mostly 
cuhivators  of  the  vine,  and  wishea  an  extension 
of  tJhe  usui^l  timefpf  p§yihg  for  publ^  toidsj  they 


not  having  the  means  of  the  common  paymeat; 
they  wished  to  live  together,  and  to  cultivate  the 
vine  for  their  principal  support,  for  tbeir  prosper* 
ity,  and  for  tbe  good  of  tbe  community,  in  intro- 
ducing its  culture  into  this  country. 

Mr.  Ely  observed  that  the  bill  appeared  to  give 
a  preference  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands;  that 
the  bill  was  presented  from  the  Stoaite  without 
the  docun^eats  or  testimiony  which  might  jusiifir 
this  preference ;  he  therefore  moved  that  it  ahoiiid 
be  committed  to  the  Comneiitlee  on  Public  Laada. 
Mn  Grboo.— 'Tbjey  obtain  a  whole  township  oi 
the  best  land  %t  only  tvfo  dollars  per  acre^  and  il 
is  proposed  to  extend  to  them  an  unaaual  iadnt- 
gence  in  the  time  of  payaaeat    He  would  atefc 
agree  to  it. 
Mr.  Fin nu^T  spoke  in  iavor  of  tbe  bill. 
Mr.  CoNBAB.'— Tbe  indulgence  of  time  for  pay- 
ment is  not  unprecedented.    He  ahowed  ao  aci 
gxanting  twelve  years  ht  payment  where  land 
was  purchased  for  tbe  same  purpose,  and  tiMtt  ad 
does  not  bind  the  purchasers  to  plant  the  vine, 
whereas  this  does,    it  were  bettiBr  to  make  a  pres- 
ent of  tbe  land  than  not  have  the  aettlemeQl 
among  us  of  such  persons.    If  not  thus  sold,  it  b 
more  than  probable  that  the  land  will  Lie  wasia 
and  unsold  ropre  than  the  six  years. 

Mr.  Quff. — If  we  can  be  justified  in  a  sale  of 
this  kiofi,  why  oblige  foreigners  instead  of  our 
own  countrymen  ?  We  have  citizens  enough  ci 
our  pWB  who  would  be  glad  to  purehase  on  audi, 
teems* 

Mr.  3l'0)4V*''Thoqgh  I  drink  no  wine  myaelf^ 
I  have  no  wish  |o  prevent  others^  for  I  think  U 
may  often  be  servioeaWe*  I  coosiderthe  iadal- 
gepce  es  to  the  time  of  payment  in  the  light  of  aa 
ejucooregemeiit  or  bounty,  that  may  prove  uaelal 
to  US  as  well  as  the  appliicanta. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  cannot  say  with  the  gentleman 
ffom  New  Jersev  that  I  drink  no  wiae,  for  I  oer- 
ti^ioly  do  when  I  can  get  it.  I  do  not  consider  it 
as  a  valid  objection  that  the  petitioners  are  for* 
eigaers,  I  am  myself  an  European,  who  liave 
fled  from  oppression  in  the  country  where  I  waa 
born.  How  great  a  part  of  Peaosylvaaia  is  ael<* 
tied  by  such  characters  I 

Mr.  McCbebbt.— Tbe  applicants  are  men  of 
piety  and  industry.  Let  us  give  them  a  good 
chance,  for  our  own  sakes  as  well  as  theirsi  to  ia- 
troduce  the  culture  of  the  grape  here. 

Mr.  FiNOLEy. — If  this  indulgence  benotgiTen, 
the  land  will  lie  waste.  We  wish  to  populate  the 
territory.  Their  settlement  will  enhance  the  value 
of  the  public  lands  around  them. 

Mr.  %iY, — I  am  sorry  my  motion  has  oeea* 
sioned  so  much  debate.  I  waa  ignorant  of  the 
circumstances  relating  to  this  society,  and  to  the 
character  of  it;  my  object  was  information,  ooC 
ao  intention  to  defeat  the  bill.  We  deviate  frooa 
the  usual  mode,  which  is  to  have  the  report  of  a 
committee  in  cases  of  this  soru 

Mr.  GBEoa — This  bill  very  improperly  author^ 
izes  a  deviation  from  the  established  practice  of 
selling  public  laods— it  is  a  change  of  prinoiple* 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  so  great  a  body  of  foreigoera 
settled  together  |  WiS  ahall  hare  a  little  Wirieat* 
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b««f ',  we  nu6t  legislate  for  them ;  tbey  cannot 
apeak  our  laoguage;  they  caonot  serve  as  jury- 
men, aa^  from  the  mfbrmatfon  I  have  received.  I 
ameoofident  they  wilt  not  proc^  in  ctihivating 
the  rioe  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Bbdingcr.— 1  am  a  shareholder  in  a  vine- 
yaitfio  Kentucky,  and  our  success  has  ej|(;eedei^ 
our  most  sanguioe  expectatioQs. 

Mr.  MACoy. — In  order  to  iry  the  sense  of  ihe 
committee,  1  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "George 
Bapp  and  bia  asspciajte^."  Why  should  we  not 
gcanjl  bounties  for  raising  iprl^t  pr  corp  i^  well 
as  the  vine?  It  wine  can  b^  oiade  here  to  ad- 
Ta^t^jge,  thfit9  is  no  neo^  of  the  enoonra^ment 
q(  ikia  Houae*  A  ^«w  years  since  we  raised  119 
aotcoB^  hat  the  profit  of  this  onlture  oneeknowi^ 
it  has  become  an  article  of  vast  exportauon. 
What  elatra  ^ave  th^t  alieMi  over  our  owk  dti- 
lena  ?  They  have  been  dppreased  1  put  your 
finger  on  any  spot  of  Euro^  that  is  not  under 
oppression.  If  ^ou  commence  this  new  system, 
ah  the  b^st  sections  of  land  vf  ill  be  taken  up  m 
tbU  Tuanner.  Who  will  not  purchase  on  such 
termsl 

Mr.  Ltor* — Landa  not  belonging  to  the  public 
■lay  be  bad  for  less  than  one  douar  an  acre  in 
wamuy  places. 

Mr.  OuH.-^We  have  men  that  can  cultivate 
the  vine  as  well  as  those  foreigners.  It  is  a  plain, 
aioiple  thing. 

Mr.  JaoKaoic. — If  disposed  to  grant  favors,  let 
«8  fiant  to  tboae  who  have  the  ereatest  ekiim. 
There  ate  many  old  soldiers  of  the  Rerolution, 
wka  woaid  v^otee  to  pnrthase  land  dh  these 
IcraM.  Why  eMoiiraga  the  making  of  wines') 
They  are  iuxuries,  not  necessaries.  Lands  on  the 
Ohio  are  from  six  to  eight  dollars  in  many  places} 
Ibis  bill  gives  the  petiuoners  their  choice  of  tbd 
best,  and  they  pay  no  interest  for  their  purchase, 
at  tipo  dollars. 

Mr.  SL«air.— 'This  bill  will  enhance  the  valne 
af  kmds  adjoining.    It  will  be  a  humane  act. 

Mr.  JiLCKBOM.-*^!  rise  merely  to  state  a  ftasi  I 
have  jiBst  now  learned.  There  are  at  this  very 
liaae  men  waiting  for  the  pasnageof  this  bill,  who 
are  ready  to  give  six  dollars  per  acre  for  much  of 
the  varv  law  the  bill  eonteroplates. 

Mr.  (ioLLAifD.^Some  small  tracts  enfy  vuiy 
tail  for  six  dollars.  We  bind  the  purchasers  to 
plant  the  first  year  9,000  plants,  and  3,060  annu- 
jaiy  after. 

Mr.  MoRBow,  of  Ohio.-^I  rise  only  to  replv  to 
Ike  gentleman  from  Vir^inik,  (|Ar.  Jacksoh.)  I 
never  seek  for  information  in  the  lohhy,  nor  the 
gsUery,  nor  Pennsvlvania  avenue.  Tke  gentle- 
nan  b  misioformed. 

Mr,  Iaokson. — My  authority  is  an  honorable 
member  near  me-^an  authority  at  least  as  respect* 
able  as  aoy  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  can  have. 

The  question  was  taken^ — 50  for  striking  out, 
51  against  it.  The  Committee  rosoi  an!  the 
House  coasidered  the  bill. 

Mr.  CaowffiNaaiELn.— There  is  no  interest  to 
be  received.  I  have  made  a  calculation  that,  con- 
sidering the  want  of  interest  to  tke  time  of  the 
laat  payment,  we  naw  get  eaiy  ninety-seven  oaats 


per  acre,    i  move  to  strike  out  two,  and  iUsert 
three  dollars  per  acre, 
■  The  motion  was  lost— 44  only  ft>r  it. 

Mr.  Cr'owninsbield. — There  sre  in  a  section 
about  23,000  acres,  makin|f  46,000  dollars.  I 
move  to  insert  six  per  cent,  interest  till  paid. 

Mr.  Nicholson. — Public  lands  are  sold  with- 
out interest  for  a  certain  tlnie.  If  the  money  be 
bpt  punctually  paid,  I  am  willing  the  debt  should 
be  on  interest  after. 

Mr.  JACKSoii.— I  move  to  pos^p^e  t^e  con;»ldr 
eratiun  of  the  bill  indefinitely* 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  £br,  and  MtkeiB^ 
on  this  mojtion*-ye«a  53,  nays  68. 

Mr.  CaowNutBoiBLD'a  motion  for  the  iasertioft 
of  interest  was  iost-^-63  to  49. 

Mr.1>.  R.  WiLLiAjfs  moved  the  insertion  of 
two  instead  of  six  years  for  payment  of  the  faiiHl« 
Motion  lost— 54  to  45.  The  bill  passed  to  a  third 
readrng  for  to-morrow. 

^aii^AX)  Fel^uary  14. 

An  engrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  Gh>vernor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  oa 
every  slave  imported  into  the  United  States  r^ 
ported  a  biU,  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  ainended  bill  is  a 
provision,  in  the  case  of  smogding  slaves  into  th^ 
Stale  of  South  CaroRna,  that  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Treasurv  shall  be  authorized  to  remove  them  int6 
some  otner  Sn^te  and  hire  them  out  for  a  terin  of 
years.      '  . 

Mr.  Jacxson  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion,  after  a  ihort  debate,  was  negatived, 
and  the  bill  refi^red  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

INDIANA  TERBITORY. 

Mr.  Qabnbtt,  frotn  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighteenth  of  December  last,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  report  of  a  select  committee  on 
the  letter  of  iVilliam  H.  Harrison,  made  the  sev- 
ei^teeiith  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  four; 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Benr^sentativfs  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tbe  sai4 
Territory ;  made  the  following  report: 

That,  having  attentively  considersd  the  fiMsts  ststed 
ia  tke  said  petitions  and  aismarials,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  a  qualified  suspension,  Sor  a  liaiited  time»  of  the 
sixth  artibls  of  compact  between  ihe  originsl  States  and 
tks  people  and  Stales  vrest  of  the  river  Ohio,  weald  ha 
beneficial  to  the  pe(^le  of  the  Indiana  Tsvrit4Mry.  The 
sunpensioB  of  this  article  ia  an  object  almost  onireiBalljr 
deAred  in  that  Tenitsry.  It  appears  to  your  oommiK- 
tee  to  be  a  question  entnwdy  diifoitent  firoas  thai  hatweea 
slavery  and  iVeedom,  inasnmdi  as  it  wonld  merely  00* 
caaion  the  Tsmeval  of  penons,  abeady  slaves^  from  oae 
part«f  the  sonntry  toanelfase.  The  good  efieds  of 
this  suspension,  in  die  piesent  instancy  weohl  be  to 
accelerate  the  popniaiion  of  tint  Teiritory,  hitherto  aa^ 
tarded  1^  the  np^alioa  of  that  aitide  of  oompact,  as 
shiveboldeis  c«i«^tiag  into  the  Western  eountif 
nigAit  <bsa  indaJgs  s^uf  fodmrnfi  whkk  ^  mig^ 
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iieel  for  a  fetUement  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  instead 
of  seeking,  as  they  are  now  com(>eU6d  to  do,  settlements 
in  other  States  or  countries  permitting  the  introduction 
of  slaves.  The  condition  of  the  slaves  themselves 
would  be  much  ameliorated  by  it,  as  it  is  evident,  from 
ezpprience,  that  the  more  they  are  separated  and  dif- 
fused, the  more  care  and  attention  are  bestowed  on 
them  by  their  masters,  each  proprietor  having  it  in  his 
power  to  increase  their  comiorts  and  conveniences  in 
proportion  to  the  smallness  of  their  numbers.  The 
dangers,  too,  (if  any  are  to  be  apprehended,)  from  too 
large  a  bfaick  population  existing  in  any  one  section  of 
country,  would  certainly  be  very  much  diminished,  if 
net  entirely  removed.  But  whether  dangers  are  to  be 
fSsareti  from  this  source  or  not,  it  is  certainly  an  obvious 
4«etate  of  sound  po^y  to  guard  against  them,  as  far  as 
possible.  If  this  danger  ^oe%  exist,  or  there  is  any 
cause  to  apprehend  it,  and  our  Western  brethren  are 
not  only  willing  but  desirous  to  aid  us  in  taking  pre* 
cautions  against  it,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  accept  their 
assistance  1  We  should  benefit  ourselves,  without  in- 
juring them,  as  their  population  must  always  so  far  ex- 
ceed any  black  population  which  can  ever  exist  in  that 
country,  as  to  render  the  idea  of  danger  from  that 
aoiirce  chimerical. 

Your  committee  consider  the  regulation,  contained 
in  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  Ststes,  which  requires  a  freehold  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  as  a  qualification  for  an  elector  of  the  Qener- 
fti  Assembly,  as  limiting  too  much  the  elective  franchise. 
8ome  restrictions,  however,  being  necessary,  your  com- 
Biittee  conpeive  that  a  residence  continued  long  enough 
to  evince  a  determination  to  become  a  permanent  in- 
habitant, should  entitle  a  person  to  the  rights  of  suffrage. 
This  probationary  period  need  not  extend  beyond  twelve 
months. 

'J*he  petition  of  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  be 
granted. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  division  of  the 
Indiana  Territ<^y,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  ordi- 
Banoe  of  1787,  and  for  vvhich  the  people  of  Randolph 
and  Sl  Clair  have  petitioned  your  honorable  body, 
would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time,  The  people  of  the 
two  sections  have  lately  entered  into  the  second  grade 
of  government,  thQ  whole  expense  of  which  would  foil 
on  the  people  of  one  section,  if  a  division  were  now  to 
be  made.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
would  be  neither  politic  nor  just.  But,  although  a  di- 
Tision  of  the  Territory  appears  improper  at  this  time, 
we  think  it  should  be  made  as  soon  as  the  population 
•r  either  sectbn  hss  increased  so  for  as  to  entitle  them 
to  form  a  State  QovemoMnt.  The  petition  which 
prays  that  such  a  Government  may  be  formed,  by  uni- 
ting the  two  sections  as  soon  as  their  inhabitants 
■ball  have  augmented  so  far  as  to  authorize  it,  your 
committee  conceive  ought  not  to  be  granted.  A  Ter- 
ritory, when  once  erected  into  a  State,  cannot  be  divi- 
ded or  dismembered  without  its  own  consent;  tlie  foi^ 
mation,  therefore,  of  two  States  out  of  this  Territory, 
originally  intended  by  the  ordinance  of  1767,  could  not 
caastitu^onally  be  eibctedt  if  the  two  sections  were 
onre  permitted  to  form  .one  State,  without  the  consent 
of  that  Sute,  however  necessary  the  extent  and  popo- 
krtion  of  that  Territory  might  render  such  division. 

After  attentively  considering  the  ^various  olijects  de- 
dred  in  the  memorials  and  petilioo^,  the  cottmittee  re- 
qieciadty  suhfflk  tb  the  flooio  the  foXiwing  raadSatMOs : 


1.  Hetobfed,  That  the  sixth  article  of  the  otdinaace 
of  1787,  which  prohibits  slavery  within  the  Indiana 
Territory,  be  suspended  for  ten  years,  so  as  to  permit 
the  introduction  of  slaves,  born  within  the  United 
States,  from  sny  of  the  individual  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  every  white  freeman  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  has  resided  within  the  Territoij 
twelve  months,  and  within  the  county  in  which  he 
claims  a  vote,  six  months  immediately  preceding  the 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  Elector  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

3.  Resolved^  'liiat  the  petition  of  certain  settlers  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  ought  not  to  be  granted, 

4.  JUsohed  That  it  is  mexTOdient,  at  this  lime,  to 
grant  that  pert  of  the  petition  of  the  people  of  Randolph 
ttid  St.  Clair  which  prays  for  a  dcvision  of  the  TiMJUqn 
Territory, 

6.  Menited,  That  so  mooh  of  thepetitioit  of  lh» 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  as  prsys  that  the  two  sections  may 
be  united  into  one  State  Government,  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  ot  the  Whole  oa 
Thursday  next. 

SOCIETY  OF  HA9M0NY. 

The  bill  aUuwing  Qeorge  Rapp  and  his  a89«ei- 
ates  to  locate  a  township  of  land  in  the  lodiaiift 
Territory  od  certeio  oondUioiiS)  wae  reed  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Clahk  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  oa  PuUUc  Lands.  The  hiU .  waiiu 
several  ameadmeats.  There  is  oo  penalty,  thQuki 
the  netitiooera  neglect  to  plant  the  vines. 

Mr.  Jackson.— I  secoad  the  motion  of  my«ol^ 
league.  These  publie  lands  formerly  belonged  to 
the  State  of  Virginia ;  when  ceded  by  that  State. 
the  Qoverament  of  the  United  States  wenf  made 
trustees  ''for  the  commoo  benefit  of  the  Udiod^ 
faithfully  and  6oita  Jide  for  that  use,  and  for  no 
other,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  act  granting  the 
cession.  This  is  a  contract  between  Virginia 
and  the  Uatted  States;  we  are  in  the  place  of 
trustees;  we  cannot  violate  the  trust,  yet  this 
mode  of  selling  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  indfc- 
f  idnal  foreigners  is  a  violation  of  the  truaf.  This 
precedent  will  be  quoted  hereafter,  and  will  ope- 
rate most  injurious!]^.  Notwithslauding  what  the 
gentleman  from  Qaiu  (Mr.  Morr^hv)  has  said,  I 
cannot  help  saying,  that  there. are  men  ready  at 
this  time  to  give  six  dollars  per  acre  for  this  verf 
land,  or  land  of  this  description.  This  bill  will 
give  them  a  whole  towaship,  23,000  acres  of  land 
of  the  first  quality.  I  cannot  conceive  the  caki- 
vation  of  the  vine  as  a  national  benefit,  as  being 
''  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Uoion.''  It  wiU 
diminish  the  revenue,  should  vines  be  raised  ia 
abundance  here.  Wine  is  heavily  taxed,  and  the 
tax  is  paid  by  the  rich.  1  am  altogether  opposed 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smilib. — A  new  argument  indeed  is  brought 
forward  by  the  geutlemau  from  Virginia.  We  caa 
hardly  turn  round  without  somehow  in  vadiog  the 
rij^hts  of  Virginia.  If  we  ulk  of  building  a 
bridge  or  erecting  a  dam,  at  once  the  rights  of 
Virgioii  are  invaded,  if  we  wish  to  dis|Hise  of 
seme  of  oar  public  laod  in  the  West  as  we  think 
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proper,  the  risrbts  of  Virifinin  are  invaded.  Vir- 
ginia fUiaipd  land^  Mretching  to  the  north  pole; 
ihe  took  what  »he  wanted, and  gave  a  quit  claim 
to  the  United  States  for  the  rest.  Some  of  the 
House  think  this  sale,  this  indulgence  in  the  pay- 
iDeni  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  cultiva- 
tfODof  the  vine,  and  of  serving  these  worthy  for- 
efgoers,  will  be  ''for  the  common  beot^fit  of  the 
Union;"  some  think  otherwise;  it  is  merely  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  a  majority  of  opinion  must 
decide. 

Mr.  MoBBOW. — There  are  some  small  traeta  of 
laud,  on  which  what  are  called  squattero  are  s<H- 
Ued,  and  where  already  improvements  have  been 
iBBdej  which  would  sell  for  fo«ir  or  six  dollars  per 
9ert;  but  i  doubt  whether  any  lownobip  of  land 
woM  aell  for  two  dollars,  even  with  the  usual 
insialroenta. 

Mr.  Pabkb,  of  the  Indiana  Territory .-*B ten 
in  the  settled  parts  of  the  Tierritury,  lands  are 
not  above  three  dollars. 

Mr.  LTOif« — The  price  of  lands  is  Tarinus.  I 
know  of  200,000  acres  of  land  on  the  Wabash, 
-which  is  offered  for  sale  at  twenty  cents  per  acre: 
yet  I  have  given  fiftv  dollars  per  acre  for  several 
acres  near  me.  which  I  much  wanted. 

Mr.  Ely. — Gentlemen  have  said  that  poor  lands 
were  proper  for  the  vine.  It  may  be  so;  but  the 
petitioner  and  his  associates  mention  also  the 
raising  of  hemp,  which  requires  the  best  bottom 
lands.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  discourage  there 
teltlprs;  bat  they  are  already  among  us,  and  will 
not  leave  this  conn  try.  They  are  represented  to 
1)6,  (and  I  folly  believe  the  representation,)  men 
of  piPty  and  morality;  the  United  Sutes  are  not 
lieyood  improvement  in  piety  and  morality;  in- 
Bfead  of  putting  them  in  one,  and  that  a  far  dis- 
tant place,  let  them  be  scattered  over  the  Union. 
tJwt  allparta  may  be  benefitted.  Such  a  body  of 
BeSf  ofooe  sect,  of  one  language,  will  wish  to 
seelode  itself  from  the  rest  of  the  Unk>n ;  they 
will  wish  what  this  bill  gives  them,  and  what  I 
thtak  injurious,  an  exclusive  territory.  We  are 
deviating  from  oar  common  usage  in  the  sale  of 
land.  Is  the  deviation  necessary  or  proper?  Qen- 
lleDien  have  said  they  were  flying  from  oppres- 
sion to  this  land  of  liberty;  liberty  was  their  ob- 
ject; a  republican  Qovemment;  yet  it  appears 
that  when  they  left  Wir.emberg,  their  expecta- 
tion and  intention  was  to  settle  in  Louisiana,  then 
under  the  Spanish  Government.  The  bill  obliges 
them  to  plant  a  certain  numhi*r  of  vines;  perhaps 
the  expense  of  this  will  not  be  $100,  and  there  is 
no  forfeiture  even  if  they  should  refuse  to  corn- 
fly.  It  may  prove  a  6oe  ^pecuiatioa  for  them  ; 
they  may  get  perhaps  the  finest  land  and  the  best 
.bbU  lick  in  the  t«*rritory. 

Mr.NiCHOi^oN,  (after  recapitulating  the  arsru- 
ineats  previoualy  adduced:)  I  have  no  objection 
-to  the  settlement  of  the  applicants  in  one  body; 
Dor  can  I  see  any  probable  evil  resulting  from  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  informed 
is  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  bad 
enough,  and  that  the  distribution  of  this  society 
over  the  whole  States  might  prove  advantageous 
to  the  Untune  if  not  in  one  body,  they  must  ttCtile 


on  lands  for  sal'  in  different  parts  of  Keniurky. 
Tennessee,  Ohio,  &c.  This  di^trihurion  would 
be  unfair,  as  Massachusetts  has  not  lands  for  sale, 
except  perhaps  in  the  district  of  Maine;  hence 
that  State  would  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  it 
might  obtain  by  an  improvement  of  its  piety  and 
muraliiy  from  a  distribution  of  a  partuf  this  so- 
ciety among  the  citizens  of  that  State.  I  know 
not  why  the  sale  of  this  land,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  should  be  considered  as  not  con- 
ducing to  the  good  of  the  nation.  We  have  given 
lands  for  colleges  and  schools,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  clergymen  ;  we  have  also  sold  lands,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  expended  for  the 
improvement  of  roads — roads  by  which  the  pub- 
lic at  larffe  would  be  benefit  ted,  though  the  ciiizena 
of  Maine  or  Georgia  might  never  travel  them. 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole— 62  to  53,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 


MoKBAY.  February  17. 

The  Hoa«e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
Jn  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  li^bt-hoase  on  Wood  Isl- 
and, or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Sute  of  Massa* 
chnseita.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of 
the  town  of  New  Haren,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
eut  signed  by  Henry  Dagget,  their  Presidentiwat 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth 
their  surprise  and  solicitude  at  the  embarrassment 
to  which  the  eommeree  of  the  United  States  is 
subjected,  by  the  new  assumed  principles  and  doc* 
tf  ines  of  the  admiralty  courts  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  aa  from  the  depredations  of  lawless  fVeelxx>t- 
ers^and  the  unwarrantable  impressment  of  our  ^ea* 
men ;  that,  impressecl  with  the  necessity  of  nieas- 
nres  for  defence,  which  shall  be  firm  hut  temperate, 
and  bold,  yet  marked  with  a  spirit  of  conciliation, 
they  are  ready  and  desirous  to  give  aid  and  sup- 
port to  every  measure  of  Government  calculated 
10  accomplish  this  important  object. — Referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee-  of  the  Whole 
oa  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Conmiittee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Breck.  junior.  Ttie  Committee  rose  and 
reported  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  in 
bringing  to  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the 
American  Consula,  tlie  mutineers  on  board  tlie 
hfaip  Ulysses;  and  lor  theadjuntment  of  the  claima 
made  by  individuals  who  may  have  performed 
that  servic**. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  t  lie  said  resuloiion  ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  d«>  preiiareand  brimr  in  the  same. 

Toe  House  resolved  it>elf  iaui^a  Comtaittee  uf 
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the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Maoufactures,  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  the  petition  of  John  McFadon  and  Prancitt 
Jobonnut.  The  Committee  rose  and  reported  a 
resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  aa  follows: 

BesolvecL  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
so  far  as  relates  to  their  exemption  from  iippri^o- 
ment  fur  debts  due  to  the  Uptted  States^  i^  reasons- 
able  and  ought  to  be  ff ranted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  io, 
pursuaat  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  l^anufactures  do  pre* 
pare  and  bring  in  the  samC' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominitte^  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Co»mmitt9e  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  wbom  was  re* 
ferred  the  petition  of  John  McFadon*  The  Com- 
mittee ruse  and  reported  a  resolution  tbereupoo; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agr^  to  by  the  House, 
as  fullowM : 

Resolved^  That  the  person  of  John  McFadon 
shall  be  exemf^t  from  arrest  on  account  of  any 
4elH  owing  by  him  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  of  custom-house'  bondx, 
signed  by  him  a^surety  for  John  A.  JollT,d«ceasedH 

Ordered,  That  a  biil.  or  bills,  be  Drought  in, 
punuaoi  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commefce  and  Mahufacitires  do  pre- 
pare and  brinff  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  was  comtDiued  the  report  of  the 
Comipittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactores  on  a 
resolution  of  the  -twenty^-seyenth  of  Deoember 
hst,  ^^to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  erecting  the 
port  of  Newcastle,  in  the  District  of  Delaware, 
into  a  port  of  etitry,"  be  discharged  from  the  far* 
iher  consideratioo  of  the  said  reporu 

The  House  then  prooeeded  to  consider  ihe  said 
report  At  the  Clerk':*  table,  and  the  resolution  con- 
tained therein,  in  the  words  fdloving,  to  wit: 
<*that  it  is  expedient  to  er^t  Newcastle  iato  a 
port  of  entry  "  being  twice  read,  was,  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Qeorge  Ash ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  obtained  leare  to  sit  again. 


refuses  to  pay  the  l^anty  alldwed .  to  fishing 
alleging  that  the  owners  neglected  tQ  provide  their 
vessel  with  the  usual  dooument  to  entitle  them  to  \hm 
benefit  of  the  law. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  collector  h«i 
performed  his  dut^  in  the  particular  alluded  to.  Thp 
bounty  cannot  be  paid  to  vessels  sailing  with  coasting 
papers,  any  nliore  than  it  could  be  to  vessels  cJeariny 
out  for  foreign  voyages.  When  ihe  regulations  of  lai^ 
are  calculated  for  the  security  of  the  revenue,  and  are 
not  ibund  to  operate  injuHonsly  to  indrridoals  in  gen^ 
ral,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  9ece8eity  for  an  altera^ 
tion  to  most  avery  devia^on  tkom  the  ordfaiarf  praekka. 
If  the  pecitidnen  had  stated  to  the  colleetor,  aft  tha 
time  of  clearing  ont  their  vessel,  that  they  intended  la 
emploj  he^  opon  a  fishing  voyage,  he  could  not  liav^ 
refits^  to  grant  the  fishing  licence ;  aad,  as  tbev  omit^ 
ted  to  do  £is>  H  would  appear  tiiat  the  relief  \nfmi, 
for  from  Congress  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Gomxuttee,  therefore,  recomment  that  the  pati- 
titioneni  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitioii. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVBS. 

Mr.  David  R.  Willi AMf,  from  the  Cootimittef 
appointed,  on  the  seventh  instant,  ''to  inc^airc 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  additional  pro?i- 
sions  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  innportation  of 
blaves  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  Statea^ 
made  the  following  report: 

That  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  7th  April,  179^ 
authorizing  thf  establishment  of  a  Govemmsnt  in  tk^ 
Mississippi  Territory,  permits  slavery  within  ihai Terri- 
tory, by  excluding  the  last  sirticle  of  the  onfinanca  of 
18th  July,  1787.  The  seventh  section  of  tbif  act  pr^ 
hibits^  after  the  estabUshmcnt  of  a  Government,  the 
importation  of  ^ves  from  any  port  or  place  withoo^ 
the  fimits  of  the  United  States;  of  coui^,  the  right  to 
import  slaves  from  any  placb  within  the'  iimtta  of  the 
Uaited  States  is  not  restricted. 

The  act  of  Sd  March,  1805,  fiirther  providmg  lor  Aa 
Oovermn^nt  of  the  Territoiy  of  Orleans,  seeurea  to  IIb 
inhabitants  ''all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantagaa, 
secured  by  the  ordinance  of  18th  Julj,  1787,  and  now 
enjoy^  bj  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  TernHofryJ* 
The  importation  of  slaves,  firom  any  place  within  tfaa 
>f  the  United  9u^  is  one  of  those  rights;  < 


FtSHINQ  BOUNTY- 

Mr.  Cbowninshibld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manulhctures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  B«arie,  jun.,  and  Thomas 
M.  Haaard.  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  made  the  fullowiog  report: 

The  petitioners,  in  the  month  of  May,  1806,  fitted 
out  the  sloop  Abigail^  of  the  burden  of  thirty  tens,  for 
a  fishing  voysge  in  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and  as  (hey 
atate,  t^sough  ignorance  of  law  in  this  particular,  the 
vessel  sailed  nnder  a  coasting  licence,  and  not  under  a 
fishing  licence,  as  is  provided  for  by  the  several  acta  of 
Qoiigrtfss,  rela#ve  to  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries. 

The  vessel  was  seised  by  the  colleetor  of  Nftwport, 
on  ber  return  to  Rhode  Island,  but  was  released  by  the 
order  of  the  S^cre^qr  of  the  Tireasury 


Umitp  of 

sequently,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tttrritoty  of  Oceans 

may  exercise  it  also. 

The  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  S6th  March,  IBOi, 
*'  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  providioajg 
for  the  temporary  government  thereof,"  prohibita  tha 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  Territory,  from  aojr 
place,  **  except  hj  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ve- 
moving  into  said  Territoiy,  for  actual  settlement,  anil 
being  at  the  time  of  such  removal  bona  fide  owner  of 
such  sisve  or  slaves."  This  tenth  section,  being  re- 
pugnant to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  2d  Marck, 
1805,  was  repealed  by  the  last  section  of  said  ad, 
which  declares:  ''that  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  *'Aii 
act  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Terrhories,  and  provi* 
•ding  for  the  temporary  govermheat  thereof,  as  is  repng- 
nant  with  this  sict,  shall,  firom  and  after  ths  first  MeiA- 
day  of  Novediber  next,  be  repealed.'^ 

The  committee  are  in  the  possesnon  of  the  fiMst,  thM 
African  alaves,  lately  imported  into  Charleston,  ha|0 
been  thence  conveyed  into  the  Territory  of  OrWana; 

I  and,  in  their  opinion,  this  practice  will  be  continued  So 
a  very  great  extent  whU^  t^re  ts  n<^  law  to  j^tevent  it. 

Google 


Digitized  by ' 


m 


msTORT  OF  ooiraicBsSi 


m 


FkemudMY.  1806. 


Niektlnand  GHJflffii^Sdcietjf  of  Harmony. 


H.  opR. 


I  Uiii  vkw  of  the  iubject,  this  ccnniMiCtee  befiev« 
It  iieAycditPt  to  prohibit  «hy  slave  or  ilavet,  who  may 
\m  hnmfl&t  imported  isto  the  tJirited  Stactet,  firbra  bo- 
ips  curmi  imo  itny  of  th6  Territoriea  thereof;  they, 
ttMr«6re,  respectful^  reoommend  the  foUowisg  reso- 


JRmhedy  That  it  ahaU  not  be  lawlbl  for  any  person 
or  petaoiiB  to  import  or  hiring  into  any  of  the  Territo- 
BSiof  the  United  States  any  alave  oi  slaves  that  may 
toMfter  be  imported  into  the  United  States. 

The  ireport  was  referred  to  the  Cominitiee  of 
the  Wliole  to-morrow. 

NICKLm  ANb  GRirFTTHS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Comraiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
ttierce  and  Manufactures  on  the  pethiot)  of  Nick- 
Ifo  and  Griffiths. ,  The  report  stages  the  following 
circumstances.  The  petitioners  bought  from  Jo- 
seph Anthony  and  Co.  a  vessel,  posse&sed  of  an 
American  regi3tfer.  Some  time  after  thij^.  pur^ 
cbas^  It  was  discIo:>ed  that  Joseph  Anihooy  and 
Co.  were  indebted  to  — ^  CouIod,  a  foreigner,  for 
a  mriof  this  st^ip;  in  eonseqoence  of  wbieh  the 
dollector  refused  considering  her  aa  Amerio4n 
sbip»  The  petitioner*  firay  that  this  vessel  may 
leecife  an  American  recinter  $  in  which  (he  Com- 
■Bitt«e  of  C#aiinercei  aad  Maat}fectu^es  coneor. 

Mrpsrt*  €hroWfnii«BtfBLD,  J.  CLAy,Niciiotsoit. 
and  ^T,  supported  I  and  Messrs.  CoiHiAb  and 
Ma^tfir  <yppo^ed  the  report ;  which  was  agreed  to 
*— jeas  66,  nays  31. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  thefr  agre^- 
swBtto  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commence 
sndllaaaf^itires.  Tb«  Hocrte  immediately  took 
«p  tktt  rtpert,  eonearred  therein,  and  Ordered  a 
laU  Co  be  brought  in. 

80CISTT  DP  HiUACONT. 

Tiie  Hoiise  went  in<o  a  Cominitie«  of  the 
.Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  Qeorga  Ranp,  and 
his  aasoeiatcs^  to  locate  a  township  of  laaia  in  In- 
^Jmnm  Territory. 

Mr.CoitajbOfpokeJnfiyoroftbehill.  To  make 
the  btil  .more  agreeable  to  gentlemen  who  Wore 
oppMwed  to  it,  he  moved  an  amendment^  ptftiing 
t^e  first  time  of  payment  to  /our  years  instead  o7 

.  Mir.l4ifB  rooved  9^  a^men^tneptt  obligatiof  Mr. 
jPUto  to  miika  theJocation  of  land  heforotlM  1«| 
oi  January  next. — Carried. 

MnCi^ajCr-I^tn  opposed  lo^he  hill,  but  since 
gentlemen  in  faror  of  it  form  a  majority,  I  wish 
to  make  a  further  amendmeol,  striking  out  that 
pnrt  which  obliges  George  Happ  and  his  associ- 
€1^  to  plant  the  vine. 

Mr.  Conrad.— ^UiR  bill  is  a  contract.  I  wish 
the  experimei|t  of  making  vines  tried* 

Mr.  Find  LET.— I  arli  opposed  to  the  amend* 
meat. 

Mn  CtaBK. — The  obligation  is  a  hardship  on 
their  part.  .  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  bill,  but  wi.h 
the  MBendfloeol  I  should  like  it  better. 

l/if.  ELMBn.-^In  favor  of  the  amettdment,  I  do 
moC  desire  to  compel  them  to  cultit^fit'etbeYme, 
unless  they  find  it  profitable  and  Chdose  to  do  it. 
Mr.  Ltoh^-^  am  pleased  wtdi  the  hUl  as  ic  b. 


I  hare  to  noUob  of  accommodating  any  gentle- 
roan  who  declares  that  even  with  his  amendment, 
he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill,  especially  when  I 
can  see  no  gctod  reason  for  ir. 

Mr.  Hotu^ND. — It  is  no  objection  in  my  mind 
that  these  people  speak  a  difiereni  language.  The 
settlement  of  the  Moravians  in  North  Carolina 
has  been  of  no  disservice^  but  of  much  benefit:  I 
truM  thecasQ  will  be  similai  here. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSBiBLD  moved  to  insert  an  amend-^ 
ment,  obliging  Rapp  and  his  aBsociaiee  to  pay  '%»* 
teresL  aft^  |he  iour  years,  till  the  whole  sum 
should  be  psid.  ^      , 

Mr.  SLpAn.^-*ThfB  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts has.  made  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  in* 
terest.  Men  in  h^s  line  of  business  are  generally 
ready  reckpners,  especialljr  when  to  their  advant* 
affe;  but  the  land  will  vieJd  no  interest  if  not 
sdld,  as,  probably  it  will  not  bi^  for  ten  years, 
should  thi^  bill  not  passp 

Mr.  NioHOt^oif.— They  cannot  take  lands  on 
navigable  waters;  they  must  take  poor  aad  good 
lands  as  every  such  section  is  composed  of.  Their 
location  must  be  in  one  place;  thry  cannot,  like 
other  purchaser!^  pick  good  spots  here  and  there. 
The  sale  is  to  our  advantage.  Either  give  them 
not  rbe  credit,  or  do  not  oblige  them  to  give  in-^ 
terest.  The  credit  will  be  of  no  service  to  them 
if  yoti  charge  them  interest. 

Mr,  tiYON. — The  amendotient  of  the  gentleman 
speaks  of  interest  on  the  last  payments;  I  know 
not,  among  liix  or  seven  paymentji,  wbieh  can  b^ 
called  the  last.  The  sale  will  be  a  good  bargain 
on  our  part.  I  am  against  the  insertion  of  interests 

Mr.  Crowninbbi£LD< — The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  perfectly  richt$  tbe^last  paymenu'* 
can  mean  oolv  the  two  last  pavments.  1  wish  a 
further  amencunent,  by  saying  ^  the  last  six  pay- 
ments.".   . 

Mr*  JfAoaapif.— Would  yon  give  this  induigenna 
to  several  hundred  of  your  own  native  citirensi 
No,  sir.  Why,  then,  to  these  aliens?  [Mr.  J« 
went  largely  into  the  arguments  previously  uaed.J 

Mr.  |]^TONv*-Wi|l  any  gentleman  show  where 
any  townships  of  23,000  acres  tiogether  have  been 
sold  for  40,000  dollurs?       . 

Mr.  Sloan  spoke  some  time  in  favor  of  th^ 
bill.        , 

Mr.  FiNDiiBxals^  ... 
.  Mr.  MAB,faRa.— Some  gentlemen  think  George 
kapp  will  n^ake  Ji  rap,  and  some  think  Geoifge 
tta|>p  will  not  makea  rap;  I  wish  the  insertion 
of  interest,  and  George  Kapp  may  clo  as  ha 
pleases. 

,  The  question  on  ii^terest  was  taken  and  lost— 
For  it  43,  Mgainst  it  46. 

^r.  QfDWBi>L4— This  is  a  devifitioa  from  our 
usual  ru|e  in  the  sale  of  lands,  and  the  fluctuation 
in  the  sales  will  lessen  the  value  of  our  land. 

Mr.  Jackson  mo^ed  to  insert  •*  further,"  so  as 
to  read  **  fur  the  further  ftftroductioo  of  the  vine  ;'* 
because  vines  are  already  introduced.  Five  mem- 
bers for  it. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  the 
House  topfc  op  the  bill.  Several  new  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  lost.    The  Hotue  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4T$ 


raSTOKT  OF  OOWtmBSS- 


176 


H.OFK. 


^Sncielif  of  Harmony » 


PiBtoAiiT.  laoa. 


lensih  adjourDed,  at  4  o'clock,  wltbuut  deciding 
on  the  bill. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Tewnby,  from  the  Comruiliee  of  Refisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  further  report ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table. 

Mr.  Tenkey,  from  the  same  commiitee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  is»uv 
land  wa rrantM, and  for  other  parpo.<Je8;"  which  wax 
read  twice  aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr  CHowNtNSBiBLn,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  ManofactureM,  presented  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  McFadonand  Francis  Johon  not; 
which  was  read  twice  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CRoWNiifSHiBLD  from  the  same  commit 
tee,  presented  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the 
District  of  Nanjemoy  to  that  of  St.  Mary's ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  loraorrow. 

Mr.  CaowNiNaatELD,  from  ihesame  committee, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin 
and  Robert  Bagle>field  Qnffi'h  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  tu  l>e  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery, and  for  erectins  a  light-house  on  Wood 
island,  or  FletcheHs  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  read  the  third  time:  Whereupon,  a 
motion  was  mnde,  and  the  question  being  put. 
that  the  «^id  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whjle  immediately,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Hou«te,  aecordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  and.  after  some  time- spent 
therein,  the  hill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

,  Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment  been^rt^ss*- 
ed,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  read  the  thit-d  time 
to-day.  The  said  engrossed  bill,  together  with 
the  amendment,  was  then  read  the  thrrd  time,  and 
psHsed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
Th  the  Hotue  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  United  States  i 

I  now  communicato  to  the  House  of  Kepreseptativas 
ihe  information  desired  by  their  resolutions  of  January 
twenty-fourth,  relative  to  the  fortifications  erected  at 
the  several  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  and 
their  Territories,  and  to  the  Navy  and  Navy  Yards  of 
the  United  States. 

Fsa.  18.  1806.  TH.  JEFFBRSON. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  documf*nts  accompanying  the  same,  referred 
to  ihe  constderatiun  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Uaioo. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Hiiuse  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
ca»es,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts/'  with  an 


amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  Hou8e.  The  Senate  have  aluo  pas^ 
ed  a  bilL  entitled  ^An  act  felatini?  to  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  New  Orleans;**  to  which  they 
dehire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resulved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  fifth  of  February,  oue 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  respecting  the 
case  of  the  brigantine  Hen  rick,  and  a  report  ot 
the  Committee  of  Claims  made  thereon;  aod 
after  some  time  ^pent  (herein,  the  Committee 
rose,  aod  reported  a  I'esolutioB  thereupon ;  which, 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows: 

ReMotoed^  That  the  sum  of doUan  ought  to  be 

appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  such  restitution  as  shall  appear 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  to  the  owners  of  the  Danish 
brigantine  called  the  Henrick,  and  her  cargo,  which 
were  recaptured  by  an  American  armed  vessel,  in  the 
year  oAe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety*nine,  and 
sold  by  order  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  in  the  Bril- 
ish  island  of  St.  Christopher :  Provided,  the  Govern* 
meot  of  Demnsrk  shall  make  compensation  for  the 
seiaure  of  certain  prises,  captured  by  the  armed  vcaaek 
of  the  United  Stetes,  during  the  late  Revolutaeoafj 
war  with  Great  Uritain,  and  carried  into  the  port  of 
Bergen,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven,  hundred  end 
seventy*Dine ;  and  which,  by  ordsF  of  the  Daaish  Gotv^- 
ernment,  were,  without  a  judicial  trial,  restored  to  Uieis 
original  proprietors. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in,  pwr* 
suani  to  the  t^aid  resolutiou  ;  aud  that  the  Cank- 
mittee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  ia  the 
same. 

SOCfBTr  OF  HAKMONT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  fVom  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to  em- 
power Gkeige  Rapp  aiKl  his  aa<ociates,  of  the  So" 
ciety  of  Harmony,  to  purcha^^  certain  lands ;" 
and  a  motion  being  made  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill  by  inserting,  at  the  end  thereof,  the 
words  following: 

^  And  interest,  at  the  rate  of  iSi  per  cent  per  an- 
num,  commencing  from  the  end  of  ^e  four  yeara 
aforesaid,  shaH  be  charged  on  the  whole  of  the  six  last 
payments,  until  the  same  shall  be  reeetved  into  the 
public  Treasury." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Hoas4  do 
agree  to  the  said  amendment,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  68,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedingar.  Bar> 
nabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  William  Blackledge, 
John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  William  Butter, 
John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Mauhew  Clay,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsbield,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earie,  Caleb  Elfis,  Blieneaer  Ehner, 
WUliam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  P&sk,  James  M. 
Gain^tt,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  David  Hehnes,  John  Ow 
Jackson,  Waller  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  David  Men- 
wether,  John 'Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jiint  Oideoe 
01in»  Timothy  Pitkin^  jea.^  Jeaiah  <tuiii^«^  John  fihae 
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«f  TcfineMee,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sammons, 
TViomai  8andfi>nl,  Ebenrter  Seaver,  John  0.  Smith, 
John  8mith,  Henrj  Southard,  Richard  Slanfbrd,  Wil- 
liam Sledman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Phibp  Vsn  Cortlandt, 
Jossah  B.  Varoom,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Wal« 
too.  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  WilhamSf  Marmaduka 
WiltaM,  Nathan  WiHiMBs,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Aats — WUJis  Alston,  jmuor,  Darid  Bard,  Silas  Bet- 
tea.  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  BfOwn,  Joseph  Clay, 
Grarge  Clinton,  junior,  Frederick  Conrad,  Samuel  W. 
.Dana,  Bxra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William 
Biekson,  James  Elliot,  William  Findley,  Silas  Halsey, 
Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  lames  Holland,  David 
Hongh,  Michael  Jjoib,  Duncan  MarFarland,  Nicholas 
R.  Monre,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ghirdon 
8.  Mimlbrd,  Jooeph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh,  John 
fiaa  of  Pennsyhrania,  John  Hossell,  Peter  Sailly,  Mar- 
tin 6.  Bchonaman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smllie,  Samuel 
Smith,  Thomas  Spaldaig,  Jaeeph  Stanton,  Samuel 
Tafficart,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KtUian 
K.  Van  Bensselaar,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  John  White- 
kiU,  and  Bohert  WhttehiU. 

Ordered,  That  the  naid  amendments,  together 
with  th«  hill,  be  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Tliesaid  bill,  toj^pther  with  the  amendments 
thereto,  was  rpad  the  third  time ;  and.  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  bill,  as  amended,  do  pass,  it  parsed 
ID  f  he  newitire— yeas  46,  nap  46. 

Mr,  Speakbb  declaring  himself  with,  the  nays. 
AnH  so  the  aaid  bill  was  rejected. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

David  Bard,  Frederick  Conrad,  Ijeonard  Covington, 
£ifa  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  James   Blliot, 
Wilttam  Findley,  James  Fish,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SHas 
Halaey,  Wyiiam  Helms.  James  Holland,  Michael  Leib, 
Duncan  MscFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters, William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Joseph 
H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thos. 
Samnaons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman^  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilic,  Bamuel    Smith,    Henry   Southard,    Thomas 
Spalding,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas^  Uri  Tracj, 
Philip  Van  Coitlsndt,  Joseph  B*  Yamum,  Daniel  C. 
TeriAuick.  John  WhitebM,  Robert  Whitefaitl,  Blipka- 
lat  Wiekes,  Marmadohe  WiUiama^  Nathan  WilliaoM, 
and  Thomaa  Wynna. 

Tii^  who  voted  in  the  nesrative.  are*— 
Willis  Alston,  jon.,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bed^ 
inger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blottnt,  William  But- 
ler, John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler  Mar- 
tin Cluttenden,  John  Claibor&e,  Christopher  Olark, 
Matthew  Clay,  Jacob  Crowninsbieid,  Richard  Cutta, 
Ji»hJi  Dawson,  lUias  Earle,  Caleb  Ellis,  Bbeneaer  El- 
mer, William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Ck>od- 
wym  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether, 
Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jna^  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedmsn,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Peleg 
Wadaworth,  Matthew  Walton,  David  R.  Williams, 
woB^d  Ricbard  Winn. 

CHURCH  IN  GEORGETOWN. 
Mr.  FiNDtBY  called  up  the  bill  for  ineorpora- 
tiog  iha  Pxesbytfi^taa  Society  in  Georgatowo,  i 


The  bill  was  long,  and  was  read  by  sections.  One 
sectioD  authorized  a  lottery  for  fini:>hiQg  the 
church. 

Mr.  Clark  iiH>ved  to  strike  out  the  i>eciion; 
you  would  uoi  convert  your  church  into  a  gam** 
bliog  house.  I  never  considered  that  religion  of 
the  best  kind  which  wax  supported  by  lotteries. 

Mr.  Sloan. — 1  am  for  .ttriking  out.  I  never 
will  consent  to  ao  act  authorizing  public  gam- 
biiiiff. 

Mr.  CLARK.-^orporations  of  all  kinds,  hot 
more  particularly  ecclesiastical  corporations,  are 
objects  of  my  particular  hatred.  Relitfion  I  do 
not  consider  of  thia  world.  I  am  no  enemy  to  it, 
however ;  I  adore  it.  To  try  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fir>t  section. 

Mr.  SouTBARD.-^l  can  see  no  poNSibie  objec«- 
tion  to  ao  act  of  incorporation  in  this  as  well  as 
other  cases.  There  are  many  advantag  s  a  80ct«- 
eiy  of  ibis  nature  canuot  enjuy  without  incorpo- 
ration. Donations^  from  the  wealthy,  who  often 
bequeath  ^um8  for  the  benefit  of  religion,  caunpt 
be  held  without  such  iocorpur^iioo. 

Mr.  SLOAN.-^We  have  no  acts  of  iocorporar 
tion  in  the  society  in  which  I  was  bruught  up, 
(the  duakers;)  yet  we  find  no  difficulty  in  the 
management  of  our  afiair^ — no  difi&culiy  in  re- 
ceiving gifts.  I  abhor  all  ecclesinsiical  corporar 
tioQs.  Coogre>8  never  has,  and  I  hope  never  will, 
stain  itN  pages  with  an  act  of  this  tiort. 

Mr.  SMiLia. — I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  will  not  frighten  himself  with  the  echo  of 
his  own  words.  No  evil  c4n  result  from  thin  act* 
The  opinion  of  the  duakers  is,  that  no  money 
ought  to  assist  them  in  their  passage  to  heaven; 
others  believe  that  monfv  is  em|  loyed  to  the  best 
adlvaotage  in  this  way  ;  nence  the  duakfrs  never 
pay  ihobe  who  jpreach  for  them,  while  almost  all 
other  classes  of  Chri^itians  do.,  Thegeottemai^ 
from  New  Jera^ey  surely  does  not  wi>h  to  forbid  a 
clergyman's  payment.  I  hope  that  citizens  of 
difiereot  persuasions  may  all  have  a  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  modes  of  religious  worship. 

Mr.  Elmbr. — There  never  was  a  aatioB  with* 
out  religious  establisiiments.  All  sects,  except 
the  Qruakera,  pay  their  preaekers,  and  if  the 
preachers  araoog  the  Ctaakers  luMre  not  a  direct 
salary,  they  find  meaqs  to  obtain  something  of 
tliat  kind  indirectly,  though  not  frmn  direct  fuuda^ 
Considered  in  a  moral,  politioal,  and  religious 
vieWf  these  acts  of  incorporation  are  highly  nef 
ce»6ary  and  propei^  for  the  well  being  of  society. 

Mr.  CLARE.-^This  is  the  fir.^t  request  that  baa 
been  made  to  Congress  for  a  reUgiuus  iiicoriiofa« 
tion;  if  we  check  it  oow,  we  may  check  wlial 
may  hereafter  prove  an  immense  evil.  It  is  frooi 
small  hegiauiaKS  that  great  Jibasters  usually  ri^e. 
Should  this  bill  pass^  1  foresee  what  may  perhaps 
in  time  come  to  (ass.  I  caa  foresee  the  practice 
or  piouK  trauda.  The  priests  dressed  in  their  ca* 
nooieals,  attending  the  rich  man  on  his  dying 
bed,  and  urging  the  repenting  sinner  to  part  with 
a  |iort40o  of  his  wealth  for  the  good  of  the  church, 
and  fur  the  obtain ment  of  a  certain  jia^port  to 
leaveo. 

Mr.  FiMouiT.-^ThisiiianaecommodatioQ  Coj|-» 
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gress  ooly  can  grant,  and  which  is  enjoyed  in  all 
the  States. 

Mr.  Nicholson.— I  nercr  knc^w  ^n  application 
of  this  kind  to  be  refused  in  the  State,  a  part  of 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent. ,  In  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  half  a  dozen  applications 
of  this  sort  would  have  tKrea  i^ranted  in  the  time 
we  have  already  «pent  in  this  unnecessary  and 
shameful  debate.  Why  should  we  refuse  ?  If  a 
society  of  Hindoos  in  the  District  should  inake 
•uch  ftn  application.  I  should  not  thinly  of  refu- 
sing them.  If  the  dying  rich  man  Mieves  the 
Wstowment  of  a  part  of  his  wealth  for  the  bene- 
fit of  religion  will  be  a  deed  rendering  him  more 
acceptable  to  heaven,  shall  he  be  deprived  qf  this 
vight  to  give,  because  another  thinks  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  pontpone  the 
doDsideration  of  the  bill  till  the  1st  ot  May. 

Mr.  BiviuG  spoke  against  postponemenu 

Mr.  Clt^iNCY. — I  had  not  intended  t6  opeta  ttiy 
mouth  on  a  subject  that  appelired  to  liie  so  plain  ; 
where  our  duty  was  so  apparent ;  but  tlie  debate 
has  taken  so  strange  a  turn  that  I  most  make  a 
ftw  remarks.  Tliis  is  a  mere  civil  affair— reli- 
gion has  notbfng  to  do  with  it,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned  in  granting  or  refusinfi^the  apjilieation. 
I  never  knew  an  appficatSon  or  this  kind  to  be 
refused — it  is  an  application  for  the  grant  of  cer- 
tain powers  to  a  certain  number  of  persons';  it  is 
Hke  an  application  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
banlc,  or  anything  similar.  Congress  have  only 
to  inquire  whether  or  not  the  ends  are  proper; 
#h^ther  tlie  powers  asked  dre.  or  are  not  likely  to 
be,  injurious.  The  gentlemail  from  Virginia  ^Mr. 
Clark^  says,  that  incorporations  of  all  kinds, 
particularly  ^ccYeisiastical,  are  objects  of  his  great 
libhorrence.  The  objects  of  his  abhorrence  miist 
then  be  very  numerous,  fo'r  they  almost  e^ery- 
wh^  abound.  Id  Massachusetts  nfotfirog  tan 
be  more  common.  The  incorpoiration  of  a  reli- 
gious society  is  nbt  for  tlief  rner^  purpose  of  ena- 
bling such  a  society  to  receive  the  g\(ik  that  toay 
be  Mqueatbed  tbem ;  the  iacorporatioft  is  for  the 
purpose  of  enabfinff  a  society,  or  number  of  per- 
sons,  to  transact  raeir^business,  to  bold  property, 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  dbc.  Property  they  must  hold| 
knd*  if  not  held  as  a  corporate  body,  they  mttst 
bold  it  as  joint  tenants— ^tenattts  in  con^ott— *or 
they  roust  have  trustees  to  bold  it  for  tbem,  or  H 
part  must  hold  as  trustees  for  the  rest ;  and  hence 
arise  innumerable  difiRcnlcies,  Ihigiations,  and  dis« 
agreements— difficulties  that  will  not  arise  in  cor- 
porate bodies.  Yoti  bare  only  to  take  care,  when 
an  act  of  incorporation  is  granted,  that  no  powers 
be  granted  that  may  have  an  injurious  effect. 

Mr,  SotiTHARD. — The  incorporation  of  almost 
all  societies  is  for  the  advtantage  of  the  public; 
the  incorporation  of  religious  bodies  has  ever 
been  beneficial  to  morals  and  to  society  at  large. 
It  enables  them  to  give  and  to  receive  justice ;  to 
sue  and  to  be  sued.  The  benefits  of  incorpora- 
tion are  innumerable;  what  were  society  without 
them  ?  what  are  we  but  a  corporate  body? 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading  by  ft  large 
m^lority.. 


WsoNESOAT,  February  10. 

A  Message  was  received)  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  oommuoicating  inforoHition 
from  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis^  of  tbe  first  regi- 
ment of  tnfanti'v,  who  Wasappbiotei,  with  a  partfr 
of  ibefi,  to  explore  tbe  rivier  Missouri  from  iu 
mouth  io  lis  soQi'ce.  The  Message  ^as  rm4.  add, 
toj^ether  ^tb  the  idoe«ments  tmniimitterf  there- 
with, ordered  to  He  oA  the  table. 

!Mr.  John  C.  fiMiTfi,  frotia  tbe  CpmniUtee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  enabling  th^  Presfd^nt  oJf 
the  tTnited  gtates  to  makje  restitution  to  the  Grov* 
ernment  of  Denmark  ipr  the  capture  andcondeok- 
nation  of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  tbe  Hea- 
rick;  whiph  w%8  read  twice,  and  cpmmitted  lo  a 
Connmictee  of  ih^  Whoile  to-morrow. 

Mr.  QacAO,  from  the  Comooitxee  oa  tbe  Poblic 
LandS;  who  were  direeted  by  a  resolution  of  liia 
Hu^^rse,  of  the  twentieth  uhimo,  ^^  to  inquire  into 
I  be  e^pedi^ney  of  providing,  by  kW,  for  tbe  ad- 
judication of  claims  set  up  by  persotiks  in  virtua 
of  purchases,  or  triansfbrs  from  purebasera  of 
lands  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  ema- 
nation of  grants  under  their  authority,"  mpade  a 
riB1>ort  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  H6utfe  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  BotLB,  fii^om  the  committ^  to  whom  was 
referred, on  the  thirteenth  inMant^  tHe  ametadmeiils 
proposed  by  the  8c/nate  to  the  biH,  efftitied  '*Aii 
act  for  altering  tbe  time  for  holding  ihe  Circuit 
Cotijrt  in  tbe  distnot  of  North  Carolina,"  made  a 
report  thereon  ;  which  vfis  read,  and  d^ered  to 
Ife  cfn  the  O^ble. 

i^hbHousik  i^dceed^  to  cdUhiSei  tbe  ^thei^d- 
meht  f)ropos^a  bv  the  Sienate  to  the  bill,  ^htitled 
'^An  adt  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  Certain  das^  po 
Btatie  judges  an^  State  qoUrts:"  Whereupon^  ihk 
said  amendmenti  together  with,  ^he  bill,  were, re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Q^ii^LY,  Mr.  Pitkui,  Mr.  BabDi  Mr* 
MoBitqwi  and  Mrv  Fowleiu 
Oo /motion,  it  was 

J^eto^teci,  That,  a  eomviittee  bo  a|4[)oij»itad  tm 
consider  tbe  propriety  of  atnwodtBg  the  fiMrtfa 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "Aotael  aoneawiliiy 
the  Library  for  tbe  use  of  both  Houses  of  Opii- 
gref^,'?  so  as  to  eittepd  the  privilege  of  tabttig 
books  out  of  the  Library,  to.  tb^  BeeteUry  of 
State,  tbe  Secretary,  of  the  Treasory^  tbe  See-^ 
r^tart  of  War^  tbe  deermary  of  the  Natf^and 
the  Attorney  Qederbi  of  fbe  Uniied  Statee<;  a^d 
tbit  tbe  Committed  haYe  ledve  to  report  by  bdl, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs,  Joe^rR  Olat,  Nioroi^ 
sOit,  and  JoHif  C.  BtatTH,  be  sfppotnted  it  eoia* 
mi  (tec,  pursuant  to  (he  said  resolution. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  ot  the  jud^^es  of  New  Or- 
leans,'^ was  tead  twice,  aOd  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conamittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufkctures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  eighth  nhimo,  the  petition  tif  Praa- 
eis  Amory.    Tbe  Ooatmittee  t9&e,  and  repotted 
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•gaiABt  the  prajrer  of  tlie  peutioner;  which  was 
agreed  to  by  th^  Hoose. 

The  House  took  into  coDsideratton  the  ameDded 
bill  for  itfiag  a  doty  of  ten  doihirs  on  every  skve 
imponed  ioto  the  Uoited  Slates. 

YarJoos  amendniedts  were  miade.  when  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  od  Monday. 

[Ab  the  bill  now  staadF,  it  provides,  ia  case  of 
aia^liog  slaves  inlo  the  united  Slates,  Uiat  the 
tesKl  iQ  which  they  are  brtnight  shall  be  forfeited, 
itis  sileirt  vnth  rvgaid  to  the  iorfeitore  or  libera* 
doB  of  the  slaves.] 

CHURCH  tN  GEORGETOMTN. 
The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  x)f  a  Pres- 
li^daii  Church  in  Gteorgetowa  was  read  a  third 

tilDF. 

Mr.  BtiMBB  sapiported,  and  Messrs.  Jackson, 
Sloan,  Holland,  and  Rbea,  opposed  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  bill  passed — yeas  72,  nays  40,  as  follows: 

TxAS— -1>«vid  Bard«  Joseph  Bariser,  Mills  Betton, 
Baniabas  Bidwell,  Williani  Bloeklsdge,  John  Btake, 
jnii.^  James  M.  Bvoooi,  Robert  Brown,  J#bnOaaipbett, 
JoIa  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Joseph  Clay,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam* 
nel  W.  Daaa»  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
Jaiaes  Elliot,  Caleb  Eais,  Ebeneaer  Bluer,  WiUiaai 
Ely.  WiJiiam  Findley,  James  Fitk,  Andrew' Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jobn  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  Wil- 
ham  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael 
Leib»  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
Patiiek  Magnider,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
tiam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  GuTdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Josiah 
Qoincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Russell,  Fho- 
mas  Bammons,  Martin  G.  Bchaneman,  John  Smilie, 
John  Cotton  Bmith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spald- 
hig,  #oeo^  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Staigea,  Samael  Taggatt,  Benjanijn  Taflmadge,  Sam^^ 
Ml  TeiitMy,  David  Thomas,  Tbomat  W.  Thoi 


Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  C<^andt,  Killian  K.  Van 

aafaer,  J«ee^  B.  Varmim,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
WhiashOI,  Boheit  WhitehiM,  Blifihaiet  Wickes,  Na* 
imi  WillisiiM,  and  TboiBaa  Wyims. 

Natb — ^WiUis  Alston,  junior,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Phaaoel  Bislu^  ThuauM  Bloant,  John  Boyle,  William 
Botlsr,  Iievi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher 
Claik,  MaUhew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
ahield,  William  Dickson,  EUss  Earle,  Peter  Early,  John 
W.  Eppcs,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray.  Silas 
Halsey,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas 
Keoaa,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas 
Kewton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  James  Bloan,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Matthew  Walton, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmadoke  Wiihams,  Alraander 
Wi]aoD,aiid  Richard  Winn. 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  JosBPB  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Levis  and 
Haeh  Maxwell,  made  the  foUowing  report : 

That,  on  a  member  taking  his  seat  in  Congress  for 
the  firal  time,  it  has  been  heretofore  customary  to  sup- 
ply hiaa  with  a  oapy  of  the  Jooraala  of  the  Congsess 
Qth  Con. — 16 


under  the  Confederation.  For  this  puiqpose,  by  a  joina 
resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  oif  I^presentativeab 
approved  on  the  3d  day  ef  March,  1799,  the  Secrete^ 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  authorized  and  directed  to  subscribe  for  four 
hundred  copies  of  the  said  Journals,  then  pioposed  t6 
be  published  by  Richard  Folwell.  Those  copies  were 
accordingly  procured,  and  have  been  distributed  to 
members  of  each  Congress,  until  the  present.  At  th0 
meeting  of  the  present  Congress  it  has  been  found  tha^ 
only  ten  copies  remain,  which  are  by  no  means  suffi- 
cient to  supply  thoee  members  who  have  nofsek^red  k 
former  CoiigteM  with  one  copy  eadh. 

The  petitioners  olfbr  to  ftimish  one  burtdred  iwl 
thkty  copies,  bound  in  boSi^,  to  be  deliveeed  at  Wash- 
ing^ton,  at  $16  a  set.  This  isthe  price,  iAeloding^bind* 
ing  and  the  expense  of  transportation,  atwhichfotmtak 
seta  were  fmniidied,  and  is,  as  the  committee  aia  in- 
formed, at  a  much  less  rate  than  that  at  which  tlsi 
Journals  could  now  be  printed. 

Provision  ought,  perhaps,  to  b«B  made  for  printing  at 
the  public  expense  another  edition  of  these  important 
Journals ;  this,  however,  is  not  a  subject  on  which  your 
comnttttee  will,  rat  th^s  time,  o^r  sn  opinion ;  but  they 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  members,  who  have  now 
taken  their  seats  in  Congress  for  the  first  time  should 
be  denied  those  Journals  With  which  members  of  every 
former  Congress  have  been  supplied.  They,  therefore^ 
recommend  the  fallowing  resolution : 

Re9o^9dy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  atifl 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  Of  Representatives  be  aothoriMd 
and  directed  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  fh>in  William  Levis  and 
HnghMaxweU,  IM  oopks  of  Pdlwell'a  edMo6  of  tha 
Journals  ef  the  OongivM  under  ^e  Oodfederatimi,  al 
such  price,  not  exceeding  aiafeeen  ddUam  per  set^  as 
they  may  deem  eUgiUe^ 

Referred  to  a  Comtcaitte^  of  th«  ^irbole  Hovse 
to-morrow. 


TsiHiBiiAY,  Febraary  20. 

Mr.  Joan  C.  Smitb  frotn  t4e  Oonmbitlce  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  re^prred  tm  theaeventh  ul* 
timo,  the  pefiftion  of  Willis  Wihoo,  tnade  a  re- 
port tkefeoa ;  whseh  #as  n^ad,  aad  ordered  to  t>6 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Commitaee  6f 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jo*^  C.  SniTfi,  frotn  the^aitie  ebmmittee, 
presented  a  bill  making  provisnm  for  extingursh- 
iDg  the  debts  doe  from  the  Uoit^  Btates;  wdni^h 
was  read  twice  and  committed  eo  a  Coofeimitteo 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommHtes  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  (br  relief  of  Philip  Nitklia 
and  Robert  Baglesield  Griffith.  The  UU  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  appoint* 
ed  yesterday,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^'An  act  concerning  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mitree  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
paymast  of  the  wiiaesses  and  other  ezpeasea  ob 
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the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,  and  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  aho  committed,  oo 
the  eleventh  instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  '*An  act  makingr  provision  for  the  com- 
pensation of  witness^  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  be  dischar- 
ged from  the  consideration  of  the  said  last  men- 
tioned bill;  and  that  the  said  bill  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ^An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of 
iand  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  there- 
to; which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to  bjr  the 
House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pre-emntion  right  to  George  Ash, 
of  one  mile  square  of  land.,  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, to  include  his  improvements. 

Mr.  Newton  said,  he  had  been  requested  to 

§  resent  several  resolutions,  unanimously  adopted 
y  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  ex- 
Sressive  of  their  indignation  at  the  conduct  of 
Iritain  on  the  restrictions  and  plundering  to  which 
our  commerce  is  exposed,  and  at  the  degrading 
situation  to  which  our  brave  seamen  are  subjected 
by  arbitrary  and  illegal  impressments ;  also,  ex- 
pressive of  their  determination  to  support,  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  such  measures  as  the 
councils  of  this  nation  may  adopt. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  happy,  on  this  occasion,  to 
be  made  the  organ  of  this  communication.  The 
resolutions  were  characterized,  Mr.  N.  said,  by  that 
language  which  had  been  used  on  the  birth-day 
of  American  freedom  and  independence;  and  they 
breathed  a  spirit  highly  honorable  to  the  citizens 
of  a  free  and  independent  nation. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

CHARLE8T0WN,  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld,  irom  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on 
the  pnetition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Charlestowo, 
Virginia,  praying  that  said  place  may  be  made  a 
port  of  entry  and  delivery. 

The  report  is  detailed,  and  assigns  a  variety  of 
reasons  against  the  expediency  of  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  concludes  with  a 
resolution  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

The  House,  having  taken  the  report  into  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Jackson  observed  that  the  facts  detailed  in 
the  report  were  conceded.  It  was  probahle  that 
there  would  never  be  a  vessel  entered  at  Charles- 
town  from  a  foreign  country.  With  regard  to 
the  success  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  Mr. 
J.  said  be  should  not  have  been  sanguine,  but  for 
a  Constitutional  provision  which  he  considered 


imperative.  No  port  of  entry  existed  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Virginia,  in  consequence  of  whieh,  Tes- 
sels  sailing  from  Charlestown  were  obliged  to 
pay  duties  at  NeW  Orleans.  The  Constitutional 
provision,  to  which  he  alluded,  was  this:  ^No 
preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to 
or  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
duties  in  another."  Was  it  not  obvioas  that  a 
preference  was  given  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another  by  requiring  the  vessels  oi 
the  one.  to  enter  and  clear  in  the  ports  of  the  other  ; 
and  was  it  not  also  obvious  that  the  latter  pan  of 
the  provision  was  equally  violated  7  It  would  be  j 
a  great  convenience  to  the  petitioners  to  give 
bonds  and  take  out  clearances  in  the  neighorbood 
of  the  place  where  their  vessels  are  built,  instead 
of  being  obliged  to  go  to  a  distance  of  3,000 
miles,  where  they  would  find  themselves  among 
strangers. 

Mr.  Crowninbbielo  observed  that  there  were 
several  ports  of  entry  already  in  Virginia  froon 
which  vessels  might  clear  without  paying  duties 
at  New  Orleans.  He  further  observed  that  New 
Orleans  and  Natchez  were  not  within  the  limiti 
of  a  State,  and  therefore  were  not  embraced  by 
the  Constitutional  provision  referred  to;  and 
added  that  duties  were  only  paid  on  the  entry  of  | 
vessels  from  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  thought  there  was  sufficient  : 
plausibility  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  to  give  the  subject  a  full  discussion. 
He,  therefore,  moved  a  reference  of  the  report  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday, 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  59. 

SALARIES  OF  JUDGES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnuttee  of 
the  Whole,  oo  a  bill  from  the  Senate^  relative  to 
the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans. 

The  bill  increases  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of 
the  superior  and  district  court  from  two  thotisaod 
to  two  thousand  6ve  hundred  dollars;  and  allows 
I.  B.  Prevost,  a  judge  of  the  superior  court,  ao  ad- 
ditional salary  of  ^ve  hundred  dollars,  for  services 
heretofore  performed  by  him  without  the  aid  of 
the  other  judges. 

Messrs.  Sloan  and  Meriwether  called  for 
information  relative  to  the  grounds  on  which  the 
proposed  increase  of  salaries  is  made. 

Mr.  Barly  replied,  that,  since  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  the  President  bad  not 
been  able  to  obtain  any  person  or  persons  properly 
qualified,  except  Mr.  Prevost,  who  haa  coose^ 
queutly  been  obliged  to  perform  all  the  duties  of 
the  court;  that  it  was  requisite  for  the  judges  not 
only  to  understand  the  laws  of  their  own  country, 
but  likewise  those  of  the  country  to  whom  the 
Territory  belonffed  previous  to  its  cession ;  and, 
in  addition  to  this,  it  was  necessary  for  tbem  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  French  and  Spanish  Imtt- 
guages.  Added  to  this,  the  price  of  iivinff  was 
extremely  high,  and  the  climate  very  unhealtliif. 

Mr.  FiNDLiY  oorrohontied  thia  statemeiu* 
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Tbe  Cooaaiiitee  rose  and  reported  tbeir  agree- 
ment t9  the  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  third 
nadiBir  this  day. 
.   The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time. 

Meers.  MEBrWBTHBR  and  G.  W,  CAMPaELL 
opposed,  ami  Messrs*  J.  Clat,  Clark,  and  Niob* 
OLaox,  supported  the  bill. 

lir.  CoHBAD  moTod  a  postponenent  of  the  bill 
til/ to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jacsbon  hoped  the  bill  would  be  recom- 
Bkted  to  a  select  committee  empowered  to  pass 
IB  reTiew  the  salaries  of  all  the  jadgesof  the  Uni 
led  States.  He  did  not  think  the  salaries  in  this 
IhII  too  high,  but  he  thought  those  allowed  to  the 
otlier  judges  too  low. 

Mr.  Rbba  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  LsiB  tkoueht  too  much  celerity  should 
not  be  givea  to  the  passage  of  an  appropriation 
bilL  ^ 

Mr.  Eablt  spoke  against  the  postponemenL 
Mr  Stanton  spoke  against  the  bill. 
Tbe  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
poatpone,  which  was  carried — ayes  50. 


Friday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tioiis  for  the  support  of  Government,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  bill  sem  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  Und  in  the  town 
of  Cincinnati  and  State  of  Ohio,"  together  with 
tbe  amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  to  suspend 
tbe  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
miogo.  This  bill  prohibits  alt  commercial  inter- 
eour5e  between  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  any  part  of  the  island  of  St. 
Domiago  not  in  the  possession  and  under  the 
acknowledged  Government  of  France;  in  viola- 
tion of  this  provision,  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  to 
he  forfeited.  It  is  limited  to  one  year^  and  the 
President  is  authorized,  at  any  intermediate  time, 
to  take  off  the  restraints  and  prohibitions. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday. 

NICKLIN  AND  GRIFFITH. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nieklin  and  R. 
B.  Gh-ifBth  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed — 
yeas  69,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Iiaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr., 
James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cults,  Samnd  W.  Dana,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Bar- 
ly,  Jmme9  BUiot,  Bbeneser  Elmer,  William  Bly,  Wil- 
ham  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Oicen,  dilaa  Halm,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
John  O.  Jackson,  Wslt^r  Jones,  Thomas  KenaUt  Mi- 
chael Lefli,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Robert  Marion,  Joei- 
ah  MMlen,  Wiltiaa  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 


Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Chir* 
don  8.  MamfM,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, ' 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rassell^ 
Peter  SailJy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  dearer,  John 
SnuUe,  Samuel  Smith,  Heaiy  Southard,  Thomas  Sid- 
ing, Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Bemamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Pelcg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  B%halet 
Wtckes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Wiuiama, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  Thom- 
as Blount,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
Martin-  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Elias  Earle,  Caleb 
Ellis,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magfnxder,  David  Meri- 
wether Gideon  Olin,  John  Pogh,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
S3rlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  8andibrd» 
Martin  G.  Schnneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Sted^ 
man,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Josedi  B.  Vamom,  Da* 
vid  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

SALARIES  OF  JUDGES. 

The  bill  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  rejected-^-yeas  45,  nays  68,  as  follows : 

Yb  As^ Waiis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  William  BUdL- 
ledge,  James  M.  Broom,  WilUam  Butler,  John  Camp- 
bell, John  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Coniad» 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Peter  £arly» 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SeUi 
Hastings,  Michael  Leib,  Henir  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  WiUiam  McCreery,  I^icho- 
las  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Smi- 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Samud 
Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Matthew  Widton,  Jchn. 
Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Widces,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Na- 
than  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thmnas  WyniM. 

Nats— Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden^ 
Matthew  Cby>  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  EUiot, 
Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Giegg,  Silas  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  U.  Jack- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Duncan  Mao- 
Fsrland,  Pstrick  Magroder,  Josiah  Masters,  David  Mer- 
iwether, Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfofd,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jamea 
Sloan,  John  Smithy  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stsnton, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tailmadge,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Robert  Whitetull,  Marmadnka 
Willianis,  and  Alexander  Wilsen. 
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Mr.  Jkokson  dbsenrvd,  tbat  ttve  Hontfe  Iraving 
deeided  against  aiigmentfnff  the  salaries  of  xhv 
jtidgeiroClhe  T^nritory  of  Orleans,  hi  cooseqticiDce, 
proSaWy,  of  the  idea  that  a  general  reriew  of  the 
Mlaries  of  the  jcrdges  of  the  serferal  Territories  of 
ihetJnited  States  shotild  he  previously  made,  he 
liroaYd.  in  correspondence  with  that  itapression, 
<jfier  tne  following  resolution : 

^eaohed.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaoc 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  ancl  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any 
bf  thetan ;  and  that  they  be  authorised  to  report  hy  hill 
or  otherwise. 

On  the  question  to  take  thisfnotioa  into  ^coiiaid* 
eradon,  the  House  divided— ^yea  23. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Orsqo,  agreeably  to  notice  given  yestel^ 
^y,  called  for  the  or^er  of  the  day,  on  «i  resolu 
lloQ  offered  hy  him  on  the  6ifa  day  o(  Deec^ber, 
for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  an  aetof  Co«gretfs 
i^olatiog  (he|rraiit»of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
dt^sal  of  the  lands  of  the  UAited  States  sooth 
of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  as  appropriates  any 
portion  thereof  to  thesatisfaction  of  claims  under 
certain  acts  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  MvRiwETBCR  moved  a  postponement  till 
ttfondflv. 

Mr.  fiSppfis  moved  a  postpotiement  till  the  sec- 
fpBd  -Monday  of  March.  He  said  every  member 
knew  bfs  sentiments  on  this  subject.  He^as  tn 
Aivor  df  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania*  But  while  to  many  interesting 
Subjects,  in  Which  thenaticmal  welfare  was  direct- 
ly involved,  remained  unacted  upon,  he  did  think 
that  everything  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony 
bf  the  House,  ought  to  be  withheld  from  conHider- 
ation ;  that  no  unpleasant  circumstances,  or  di* 
vision  of  opinion  on  subordinate  points,  should 
prevent  the  conetirrence  of  men  of  all  parties  in 
iheadoption of  measures  called  for  by  the  inie^- 
eating  crisis  of  our  affairs. 

Mr.  Gaeoo  did  not  know  on  what  gtound  ffien- 
tlenen  Inferred  Chat  this  'prop^ition  was  calcu- 
lated to  catsse  tnore  division  among  the  members 
of  this  HoQS^  than  tony  other  proposition  Which 
anight  be  offered,  it  was  a  plain  and  simpleques- 
tton.  whether  it  was  tiot  best,  under  all  the  cir^ 
eutnstnnces  of  the  case,  to  repeal  the  law  making 
tn  igprpropriation  fdr  satisfying  the  claims  under 
Ae  "act  proposed  to  be  repealed,  tbat  Congress 
Might  thus  forever  be  done  with  the  subject? 
Mr.  O.  said  he  had  forborne  calling  up  this  reso- 
lution, for  Che  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Though  he  considered  the  sub 
ject  important,  and  that  it  behooved  the  Legisla- 
ture to  decide  upon  it  at  an  early  day,  he  had 
thought  it  most  advisable  not  to  call  it  up  till 
the  great  national  business  before  the  House  was 
attended  to.  This  last  lusiness  had  been,  iniex- 
ipeetedly  to  bin,  delayed  from  time  to  time,  and 
he  thoc^t  it  probable  that\he  resolution  onder 
consideration  coold  be  acted  upon  befor>'  the 
House  wete  prepared  to  act  on  the  national  hnsi- 
itesa.    He  regretted  that  the  subject  of  oar  differ- 


ences with  ^ne  of  the  befligereAttiations  ht4  hot, 
before  this  time,  been  acted  on.  He  bad  tnid  t 
resolution  on  the  table  on  this  subject,  four  weeki 
ago,  hut  it  had  been  ^delayed  by  «  eafl  for  various 
'nreawrry  statements'—which  he  regretted  Inviog 
consented  to  aak,  hs,  in  his  apinion,  they  bad  no 
bearing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JACtiBOiv  toae  to  move  a  pCKitpoaeinent 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  LeiB  aaid,  As  this  tnioticm  involved  a  4«eia- 
ion  of  the  tnain  question,  lie  would  aali  for  tbe 
taking  €»f  the  yeaa  and  naya. 

Mr.  TnoiirAB  hoped  the  genlleiaan  fram  Yh^ 
ginia  (Mr.  Jacksoiv)  would  withdraw  hia  ttdtuML 
as,  from  its  going  to  reject  the  ra«olutioD,  it  woali 
produce  all  the  relnarKs  which  would  ^riaefrom 
a  direct  df^ussion  of  it.  For  the  reasons  whtch 
had  been  urged  hy  the  gentleman  from  Viifiaia, 
(Mr.EppES.)  who  had  first  spoken,  which  hecoa* 
sidered  very  cogent;  and  as  the  snWe^i  of  com- 
promise was  progressing,  and  mijrht  he  settled  be- 
fore the  second  Monday  of  March,  be  hoped  the 
motion  for  an  indefinite  postponenjeot  would  he 
withdrawn,  and  that  for  a  postponement  to  the 
second  Moiiday  of  March  prevail 

Mr.  Jackson  said  if  he  viewed  the  subject  ia 
the  same  light  with  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken,  he  would  agree  to  wthdraW  his  raotioa. 
He  could,  however,  never  make  principle  bend  to 
expediency.  Principle  had  heretofore  governed 
his  vote,  and  should  still  continue  to  govern  it. 
Even  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  he  doubted 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  resolution.  It  Was 
known  there  was  another  subject,  connected  with 
it.  before  the  Legislature.  If  that  should  be  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  it  might  be  proper  to  agree 
to  this  resolution.  As  there  was  a  probability  that 
that  subject  would  come  before  the  House,  he  did 
not  wish  to  bring  the  subject  twice  before  theaa 
in  one  session.  Its  discussion  had  heretofore  ex- 
cited all  the  malignant  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  it  was  well  calculated  to  disturb  that 
harmony  which  ought  assiduously  to  be  cherish- 
ed when  they  were  on  the  eve  of  entering  on  busi- 
ness of  the  deepest  national  interest. 

Mr.  J.  said  be  wished  the  subject  could  Tie  avoid- 
ed altogether.  He  was  heartily  sick  of  it,  and 
wished  to  get  rid  of  it  forever.  But  he  thought 
it  most  proper  that  the  question  of  compromise 
should  first  be  decided.  If  that  were  negatived^ 
the  course  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tnight  he  necessary. 

Mr.  Alston  hoped  the  morion  for  an  iodefiiriic 
postponement  would  prevail.  He  said  that  thougk 
his  sentiments  were  not  changed  on  this  nibjeet, 
and  though  they  were  the  same  now  as  they  ever 
bad  been,  he  did  believe  the  tranquillity  of  tht 
nation  depended  much  on  the  decision  of  this 
question,  and  the  meeting  it  fairly  and  fully.  He 
hoped  thi?<  would  take  place  this  5es«ion  ;  but  widi 
his  friend  from  Vintinia,  he  hoped  the  aafaject 
would  not  now  be  taken  up.  He  thought  that  the 
other  question,  relative  to  a  compromise  of  da iaw, 
should  be  previously  discussed.  If  the  questioa 
of  compromise  could  not  be  agreed  to,  he  WoaM 
agree  to  that  course  which  w^ld  prevent  thesu^ 
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ieei  ffon  ever  Mug  tf  iuted  wttbin  tbeae  ifaJIs, 
by  uiMDirriog  it  eotirely  to  tbc  judiciary  tribu* 
]ud«  of  iIm  country.  He  would  ratber  make  a 
-^iAwmmij  retttro  of  tbe  wbole  territory  to  Qeor* 
gia  ibao  sofier  Ibe  s«bjeotto  reraaio  id  its  preteot 
aialt.  SbcMild  tbe  com  promise  be  not  agreed  to^ 
W  voald,  in  proper  time,  lay  a  pfopositioa  to  tbis 
aftec  befpfc  tbe  House.  He  tbougbt  tbe  interest 
ofi^e  natioa  required  tbe  getting  rid  of  thesubr 
jiet  in  tkia  way. 

Mr.  Jaosson  wilbdrew  bis  motiou.  He  said 
iiis  object  could  be  effected  by  postpooing  tbe  ree^ 
•taUQfi  from  time  to  time,  till  tbe  question  of  com- 
piomiee  sboold  be  £rst  decided.  He  was  indeed 
viiliog  tbat  botb  questioiis  should  be  decided  at 
the  same  time. 

Mm*  ChAMM.  was  feaHy  aooeemed  his  colleague 
iiad  OMde  this  motioa.  The  resolution  of  tbe  gen- 
demao  lirom  Pennsylyania  bad  been  before  them 
two  moDtbs,  and  not  a  single  step  taken  respect* 
iog^it,  and  now  we  are  told  we  are  not  to  act  upon 
k,  iiU  a  ptopoeitioiL  not  even  before  us,  shall  be 
dlMlded  upon.  Whatever  may  be  before  the  other 
bfADch  or  the  Legislature,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
aigae  upon  it.  What  prosqiect,  then,  is  there  to 
^iat  tws  subjeet  when  gentlemen  say  their  ob- 
ject is  to  posqKHie  it  from  time  to  time,  till  a  prop^ 
oaitioD,  in  ite  embryo,  shall  be  decided  upon  ? 
If  the  subject  were  really  considered  as  com  posed 
of  sueh  iiukimmable  materials  as  «ome  gentle  men 
thinlL  tbe  sooner  it  is  decided  the  better.  Mr.  C. 
aaid  ne  was  ready  to  go  at  eiKse  into  the  discus* 
aiiio,  and  he  tbougbt,  tbe  hotter  the  battle,  the 
•arUar  would  be  the  peace  that  followed  it.  He 
was  ready  to  repeal  tbe  law,  which,  in  tbe  opinion 
of  some  gpotlemen,  gave  a  sanction  to  claims 
/bonded  in  fraud  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Qaboo  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  iM)st- 
ptmraeot  moved  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
provided  they  could  get  at  the  business  oontem* 
plated  by  him.  But  if  tbis  could  not  be  done,  be 
was  rather  for  going  into  a  consideration  of  the 
•eaolutioB.  As  to  the  proposition  of  compromise, 
be  knew  nothing  of  it.  P(o  proposition  of  this 
kiod  had  been  receiTcd,  by  the  House,  from  the 
eiaimaota.  To  postpone,  tberelbre,  tbis  resolution 
Ibr  a  biuincas  they  anew  nothing  about,  was  very 
axtraordinary.  It  he  was  satisfied  they  oootd  get 
ac  this  business  within  the  time  mentioned,  he 
^wootd  be  content  to  let  it  rest  for  tbe  present.  But 
as  that  was  uncertain,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  notprevaiL 

Mn  O.  W.  Campbell  hoped  the  motion  to  post- 
paae  would  prevail  Business  of  much  more  im* 
fovtaace  claimed  a  prior  attention.  He  conceived 
that  the  resolution,  when  investigated,  would  be 
Ibond  to  contain  a  very  curious  principle  wbicb 
the  House  would  not  be  likely  to  adopt  It  weiU, 
Bot  merely  to  decide  on  tbe  rights  of  others,  but, 
to  strip  them  of  the  right  of  deciding  upon  tho^ 
rights.  He  sbonJd  be  against  deciding  on  tbe 
BMOiiitioo  until  they  bad  pseviou^y  decided  the 
q|M»<ioo  of  compromise,  as  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  before  this  decision  was  made,  to  de- 
prive theinsielves  of  tbe  power  of  allowioz  claims 
which  imght  be  bcpaght  before  thm^    The^pqst* 


ponement  would  leave  an  opening  to  Congress  to 
act  on  these  claims  as  they  might  see  fit.  For 
this  reason,  and  in  order  that  business  of  greatc« 
moment  might  be  taken  up  in  the  first  instancci 
he  should  be  in  ftivor  of  tbe  postponement. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  postpone*^ 
ment,  until  the  second  Monday  of  March,  and 
carried'-^yeas  73)  nays  39. 

PAYMENT  OF  WITNEaSBS. 

TbQ  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coramtttea  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  providiaa 
for  the  psyment  of  the  witnesses  on  the  trial  oc 
Samuel  Cnase. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  at  the  dose  of  the  last 
session,  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had 
gone  hwa  the  House  to  the  Senate,  and  been  dis- 
agreed to  by  them.  The  Senate  on  their  part, 
had  passed  a  bill  providing  for  tbe  payment  of  aH 
the  witnesses,  to  which  tbe  House  had  disagreed* 
A  eoaferenee  bad  taken  place  on  the  disagreeing 
Totes  of  the  HoaseS)  and  the  bill  bad  been  lost 
from  a  want  of  concurrence.  Tbe  consequence 
was,  tbe  witnesses  still  remained  uncompensated^ 
some  of  whom  have  sustained  he^ry  expensesw 
Petitions  received  this  session  from  several  wii^ 
nesses  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  prosecution,  bad  been  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  bad  re-> 
ported  a  bill,  which  was  the  same  iu  substance 
with  that  adopted  by  the  House  the  last  session ; 
the  committee  not  considering  themselves  at  lib^ 
erty  to  depart  from  the  principle  then  established 
by  the  House. 

It  was  for  the  House  to  decide  how  long  xh\t 
nn profitable  contest  (for  unprofitable  it  sorely  was 
to  tbe  witnesses)  sboold  be  kept  up.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  a  consideration  of 
the  question,  whether  the  expenses  of  an  impeach- 
ment should  in  all  cases  be  incurred  by  the  Gov- 
ernraent.  He  would  barely  observe  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  onanimous ;  and  if  the  House  should 
adhere  to  the  ground  ibev  had  taken,  no  compen- 
sation would  be  allowed  to  the  witnesses.  He 
submitted  it.  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  were  proper  to  keep  up  such  a  conflict.  Jt  haa 
so  happened  that  many  of  tbe  witnesses,  summon- 
ed by  the  accused,  had  been  used  by  the  manager^ 
and  tbe  process  of  summoninff^  them  bad  been  stnir 
liar  on  both  sides.  In  tbe  bill,  there  was  an  omis- 
sion to  provide  for  tbe  expenses  incurred  by  the 
managers.  If  no  other  gentleman  proposed  an 
amendment  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  ofi^ 
one^  providing  for  these  expenses.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  the  bill.  Some  gentle- 
men might  think,  bjr  agreeing  to  it,  they  evinced 
an  opinion  of  tbe  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
But  such  a  vote  could  not  be  viewed  in  this  light, 
Tbe  House  had  exercised  their  Consiitutional  right 
by  voting  an  impeachment,  while  the  Senate  bad 
exercised  tbe  same  riffht  in  acquitting  the  accused. 
The  same  bo  \y  who  had  ao^quitted,  had  sent  down 
this  bill,  involving  their  opinion  that  the  proposed 
oompensatioo  to  witnesses  wss  right.  Indeed  be 
e<4i8idered  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate  as  a  taxatioa 
of  oosts  by  the  court  who  sal  on  this  occasion. 
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Mr.  Macon,  with  a  yiew  to  try  tbe  question, 
whether  the  House  would  agree  to  pay  all  the  wit- 
Besses,  moved  to  insert  after  the  word  witneMes 
the  words— *^  on  behalf  of  the  United  States." 
He  said  the  history  of  this  business  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Uonoeeticut  was  correct.  The 
accused  had  been  acquitted  by  a  Constitutional 
majority,  consisting  of  a  minority  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  not,  he  believed,  the  practice  in  any  crim- 
inal court,  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  for  witnesses 
tommoned  by  the  defendant,  to  be  paid  by  the 
State.  The  States,  in  many  instances,  pay  their 
own  witnesses^  where  the  person  accused  is  not  con- 
yicted,  but  with  respect  to  the  conflict  between 
the  two  Houses,  he  was  convinced  the  decision 
of  this  House  was  correct ;  and  that  it  accorded 
with  the  ffeneral  usage  throughout  the  United 
Boites.  If  there  was  an  exception,  he  did  not  re- 
collect it.  It  was  true  thai  one  or  the  other  House 
must  give  way,  or  the  bill  would  be  lost  He 
would  much  rather  that  it  should  be  rejected  by 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  than  that 
it  should  jgAss  as  it  then  stood.  If  the  Senate  had 
oiOfered  this  bill,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  grand 
jury,  who  make  a  bill,  have  refused  it  The  two 
Houses  stood  on  the  same  ground.  One  are  the 
triers  and  the  other  the  hearers.  If  Congress 
M^ee  to  pav  all  the  expenses  of  an  impeachment, 
the  impeached  may  run  the  expenses  to  such  an 
amount  as  to  prevent  a  trial.  Why  pay  the  ex- 
penses in  this  case,  if  not  in  any  otner?  Shall 
they  be  paid  because  this  man  is  a  judge,  and  not 
a  man  arraigned  before  a  judse  ?  When  a  judg^ 
is  tried  he  deserves  no  more  indulgence  than  a  pri- 
yate  individual,  and  though  he  is  acquitted  the 
acquittal  is  not  such  as  to  convince  the  nation,  or 
any  other  body  of  men,  that  he  is  innocent.  It 
was  not  that  kind  of  acquittal  which  an  honest 
man  would  wish.  It  was  constitutional,  but  not 
by  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  Are  we.  under  these 
circumstances,  obliged  to  pay  the  witnesses  he  has 
chosen  to  summon?  Believing,  as  he  did,  the 
man  gtiilty.  and  the  charges  in  many  instances, 
aupI>orted,  me  payment  of  his  witnesses  appeared 
to  him  a  very  strange  thing.  In  this^  as  in  every 
other  case^  he  was  willing  to  yield  to  a  Constitu- 
tional decision,  but  he  could  never  consent  to  pay 
the  witnesses  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  Alston  said  the  amendment  went  to  try 
the  question,  whether  the  House  would  agree  to 

Jay  all  the  witnesses  summoned  on  the  trial  of 
udge  Chase.  Before  it  was  made,  the  honorable 
Speaker  ought  to  have  told  the  House  whether 
]they  could  determine  which  witnesses  were  sum- 
moned on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
'  on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase.  From  everything 
which  he  had  seen,  (and  he  had  examined  ail  the 
documents  on  the  subject,)  he  had  found  no  data 
upon  which  to  determine  what  witnesses  had  been 
summoned  on  one  side  or  the  other,  unless  from  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen,  by  which  he  supposed 
the  House  would  not  consent  to  bego  versed.  When 
the  question  was  before  the  House  the  last  session, 
he  had  expressed  his  doubts  whether  they  ought 
to  pay  the  witnesses  of  an  accused  man,  whether 
he  was  acquitted  oc  convicted  i  hut  he  was  now 


convinced,  that  until  Congress  passed  a  law,  pre- 
scribing  how  witnesses  afe  to  be  paid,  they  were 
bound  to  pay  them.  No  such  law  had  been  passed. 
He  would  askgentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  wheth* 
er  a  witness  on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase  could  de- 
mand compensation  from  him  7  Have  we  passed 
any  law,  prescribing  how  much  shall  be  paid,  or 
how  it  shall  be  done?  No  such  law  has  been 
passed.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  thought  gentlemen  were 
carrving  their  prejudices  too  far  in  this  instanoek 
He  nad  voted  ior  five  out  of  ei^t  of  the  articles, 
but  the  Senate  had  acquitted  htm  of  all  of  them. 
He  was  contented  with  this  decision,  and  so  far 
as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  those 
he  represented,  he  believed  they  too  were  satisfied. 
It  was  not  now  a  question  how  tnis  principle  should 
be  settled.  If  a  general  law  were  brought  before 
them,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  that,  if  a  man  so 
conducted  himself  as  to  bring  himself  to  a  trial, 
he  should  pay  his  own  witnesses,  provided  such 
law  declared  how  much  they  should  be  paid^  The 
honorable  Speaker  had  said  there  was  not  a  State 
in  the  Union  in  which  the  witnesses  of  a  person 
indicted  and  acquitted  were  paid  by  the  Stale. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  believed,  in  Virginia,  when  a  man 
was  indicted  and  acquitted,  he  was  not  subject  to 
the  payment  of  costs.  If  this  were  true,  one  Stats 
at  least,  and  that  the  largest  in  the  Union,  had  set 
a  different  example ;  and  if  precedent  was  enti- 
tled to  any  influence,  it  was  against  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  A.  said  this,  however,  had  no  weight  with 
him.  The  great  objection  with  him,  was,  that 
they  could  not  discriminate  the  witnesses  of  the 
United  States  from  those  of  the  accused;  and  if 
they  could  ascertain  them,  there  was  no  law 
prescribing  how  the  latter  should  be  paid  by  the 
accused. 

Mr.  Jackson  believed  Congress  bound  to  ren« 
der  compensation  to  the  witnesses  on  the  trial  eC 
Judge  Chase,  on  the  abstract  principle  of  jasties 
and  right,  as  well  as  from  precedent  and  practice. 
The  argument  of  the  honorable  Speaker  militated 
against  the  inference  drawn  by  him.  He  says  ths 
accused  may  multiply  witnesses  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  defeat  a  prosecution.  If  the  propositicHDu 
however,  be  examined  in  all  its  bearinffn,  k  will 
be  found  to  operate  most  severely,  and  almost  ex- 
clusively, on  the  man  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  no  matter  for  what  cause,  or 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent.  If  the  Hoosc 
are  determined  to  destroy  him,  it  isonlyaecessarf 
to  vote  an  impeachment,  which  will  impose  upon 
him  a  ruinous  burden.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not 
apply  these  remarks  exclusively  to  the  impeaeh- 
ment  of  Judge  Chase.  The  Journal  of  the  House 
would  show  that  he  was  in  favor  of  his  impeach- 
ment. But  as  he  had  been  acquitted  bf  the 
Constitutional  tribunal,  clothed  with  authority  to 
pronounce  him  guilty  or  innocent — the  derniei 
tribunal  constituted  for  such  cases — he  did  not 
consider  himself  justified  to  say,  after  their  deci- 
sion.  that  he  was  guilty.  He  held  himself  boood 
by  tne  judicial  decisions  and  laws  of  the  country, 
though  as  an  individual  he  might  dissent  from 
some  of  them.  The  United  States  miftht.  in  ease 
a  person  acquitted  on  an  impeaohment  is  corn- 
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pelled  to  pay  his  witnesses,  maltiply  charges  em- 
braciog  the  whole  life  of  the  accused,  and  tracing 
him  from  the  district  of  Maine  to  Georgia,  so  as 
to  compd  him,  in  order  to  refute  the  charges,  to 
adduce  ten  times  as  many  witnesses  as  would  otb- 
erwi^  he  necessary.  The  true  rule  is,  that  the 
eonrt  shall  decide  what  witnesses  are  proper  to  he 
taxed  in  the  costs,  and  what  are  not.  The  Sen- 
ale,  who  in  this  instance  are  the  court,  have  de- 
cided that  all  shall  be  taxed.  They  were  perfectly 
coaipetent  to  decide  whether  any  witnesses  of 
the  accnsed  were  brought  forward  without  suffi- 
cient cause,  or  whether  they  were  essential  to  the 
defence.  It  is  manifest,  by  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration, that  they  have  made  the  latter  decision. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carrlina  is  correct  in 

!  his  statement  of  precedent.  The  uniform  course 
in  Virginia,  is  to  tax  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
who^are  paid  oat  of  the  public  Treasury;  and 
those  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  the  same  way 
18  those  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  This 
practice  has  been  extended  so  far  as  to  embrace 
the  pay ment  of  witnesses  from  another  State.  In 
a  late  case^  although  as  far  as  the  opinion  of  the 

^.  court  could  go,  a  man  was  declared  guilty  of  the 
crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  yet,  ine  jury 
Jbaviog  pronounced  him  innocent,  a  witness  on  his 
part,  iH'ought  from  Elentucky,  was  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury.  This  is  not  the  case  where  the 
mdiridoal  is  convicted.  If  he  possess  sufficient 
property,  that  is  answerable  for  the  expenses. 

The  Senate,  undoubtedly,  possess  the  right  to 
say  whether  the  witnesses  adduced  are  necessary; 
and  if^  in  anv  future  case,  improper  witnesses  shall 
he  brought  forward,  they  may  refuse  to  tax  them. 
This  biu  does  not  provide  for  all  cases  of  impeach- 
ment, but  is  confined  to  the  case  of  Samuel  Chase. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  would  submit  whether  it  was  pro- 
per or  just  to  compel  men  at  a  great  expense  to 
attend  at  the  seat  of  Grovernment  in  an  an  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year  without  giving  them  a 
compensation.  If  a  law  had  been  previously  passed 
prescribing  that  the  witnesses  of  the  accused  should 
be  paid  by  him,  they  would  have  required  some 
assurance  from  him.  But  as  no  discrimination 
had  been  made  between  the  witnesses,  they  came 
forward  in  full  faith  that  the  Government  would 
allow  them  a  liberal  compensation. 

Mr.  NicBOLSON  said  he  had  but  a  few  observa- 
tions to  make  on  this  subject:  indeed,  indisposi- 
tion disahted  him  from  making  many.  He  consi- 
dered this  bill  as  calculated  to  establish  a  great 
principle — a  principle  whether,  in  all  cases  of  im- 
ttachment,the  United  States  are  to  bear  the  bur- 
den. It  was  Dot  in  reference  to  an  individual  that 
he  was  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment  of 
his  honorable  friend,  the  Speaker,  but  because  its 
effect  would  be  to  establish  a  principle  that  would 
hereafter  govern  in  similar  cases.  If  the  princi- 
ple were  established  that  in  all  cases  of  impeach- 
aient  the  Government  is  to  bear  the  expense,  it  will 
pot  it  in  the  power  of  the  individual  impeuched 
to  increase  the  burden  to  any  extent  he  pleases. 
ind  whenever  a  man  shall  be  impeached^  base 
enough  to  hate  the  Grovernment  under  which  he 
lives  and  holds  an  office,  in  a  case  which  requires 


but  two  witnesses,  he  may  summon  two  hundred. 
This  bill  will  establish  such  a  principle,  and  we 
shall  in  all  future  cases  be  told  that  the  witnesses 
of  the  accused  were  paid  in  the  case  of  Chase. 
It  was  for  this  reason,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  advocated 
the  amendment,  and  to  convince  the  individual 
that  subjected  himself  to  an  impeachment  that  he 
must  suner  some  pains  and  penalties.  For  it  was 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives would  impeach  any  man  unless  there  was 
some  color  for  it — some  reason  to  induce  the  na- 
tion at  large  to  believe  him  guilty.  An  impeach- 
ment speaks  the  language  of  the  nation,  expressed 
through  their  representatives;  and  whenever  a 
man  in  office  conducts  himself  so  as  to  make  the 
nation  believe  him  guilty,  it  was  not  desirable  to 
offer  the  protection  hela  out  in  the  bill,  particu- 
larly when  a  majority  in  the  other  branch  also 
believed  him  guilty. 

But  gentlemen  say,  this  is  not  the  practice  in 
the  State  courts;  and  we  are  told  in  Virginia, 
when  a  man  is  acquitted,  the  State  pays  the  ex- 
pense of  his  witnesses.  Mr.  N.  said  this  might  be 
so,  though  he  did  not  know  that  it  was;  it  was  not 
so,  however,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Any  gentleman  who  doubted  this,  had  only  to 
refer  to  the  treasurer's  accounts  since  the  Grovenif 
ment  had  been  in  operation,  and  he  called  upon 
any  such  gentleman  to  show  a  single  charge  for 
witnesses  m  cases  of  acquittal.  It  is  not  the  prac- 
tice in  England,  nor  could  it  be  made  to  appear 
by  any  document^  that  the  witnesses  summoned 
by  Warren  Hastings,  thotigh  he  was  acquitted, 
had  been  paid  by  the  Government.  But  admit- 
ting, for  argument's  sake^  the  practice  to  be  such 
in  the  United  States  as  it  is  represented  to  be  in 
the  courts  of  Virginia^  would  that  meet  the  present 
case?  No.  In  Virginia  there  was  a  reciprocity. 
There,  if  a  man  was  convicted,  he  paid  all  the 
costs,  and  if  acquitted,  the  Slate  pays  them.  But 
in  the  United  States,  do  we  make  the  convicted 
pay  the  costs  ?  Had  the  accused  judjgre  been  con- 
victed would  gentlemen  advocate  his  paying  all 
the  costs?  No.  In  that  case  he  would  have  been 
scot  free  as  to  the  payment  of  money^  though  hei 
might  have  sunk  io  reputation.  In  Virginia  there 
is  a  reciprocity;  the  convicted  either  pays  the  ex- 
penses of  the  prosecution  or  goes  to  jail;  whereas^ 
m  this  case,  the  United  States  are  called  upon  to 
bear  the  whole  burden.  When  Judge  Pictering 
was  convicted,  was  he  called  on  to  pay  the  costs? 
Such  a  thing  was  not  then  dreamt  of.  It  was 
then  considered  proper  that  the  United  States 
should  pay  their  own  witnesses.  The  argument, 
therefore,  fails.  The  only  objection  of  any  weight 
is  that  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. It  is  said  to  be  impossible  to  discriminate 
the  witnesses.  The  gentleman  says  that  be  has 
examined  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  cannot 
find  any  discrimination.  But  has  he  looked  at 
the  journals  of  impeachment,  where  it  appears 
that  such  witnesses  were  sworn  on  the  part  of  the. 
United  States,aod  such  on  the  part  of  the  accused? 
Besides,  if  this  evidence  were  not  on  the  journal|j 
it  could  be  got  from  the  parties  themselves,  who 
could  swear  they  were  summoned  on  the  part  of 
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the  United  Slates  or  the  (LefeDdant.  This  was  a 
co(umoQ  thin^  in  the  courts  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
N.  supposed  It  was  likewise  so  in  other  coarts. 
{ie  concluded  his  remarks  by  expressing  a  hope 
(hat  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Early  said  it  was  his  misfortuoe  the  last 
session  to  differ  with  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
his  preseat  opinion  was  what  it  then  was.  His 
opinion  was  not  founded  either  on  general  princi- 
ples, or  on  the  practice  of  the  several  States,  or 
Ooited  States  courts.  It  was  founded  on  the 
secotiar  circumstances  of  this  case.  Some  of 
qiese  eircumstancea  had  already  been  stated  by 
gentlemen;  but  there  were  some  important  points 
of  view  in  uhich  they  mieht  be  considered,  which 
had  not  been  noticed,  ft  was  true,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  fVom  North  Carolina, 
that  it  could  not  be  distinguished  which  witnesses 
were  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
and  which  on  the  part  of  the  respondent,  from  an 
omission  by  the  Senate,  when  they  prescribed  the 
form  of  the  subpcena,  to  distinguish,  as  it  is  usual, 
for  which  party  it  was  issued.  This  fact  was 
abundantly  proved  by  the  form  of  the  subpoena. 
How,  then,  were  witnesses  to  know  that  (hey  were 
summoned  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stages,  or 
the  respondent?  They  could  not  know.  There 
were  no  circumstances  by  which  they  could  ac- 
quire such  knowledge.  The  party  did  not  rerve 
Bis  subpGBnas  in  persoc,  but  they  were  al)  sent  to 
0ie  marshal  of  a  given  State.  A  number  of  them 
^irere  taken  out  in  blank,  and  sent  to  the  mai^als 
by  post.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  ha3  en- 
flavored  to  obviate  the  force  of  this  fact,  by  in- 
forming OS  that  a  discrimination  may  be  made,  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  fact  on  wnich  side  the 
witnesses  were  sworn.  True;  but  no  gentleman 
knows  better  than  himself  that  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned on  one  side,  were,  in  some  instances,  sworn 
90  the  other;  and  he  would  call  his  recollection 
to  the  tesitimony  given  by  Messrs.  Tilghman  and 
Rawle. 

[Mr.  fTicQOLaoN  here  explained,  and  contested 
the  fact.  Mr.  Early  agreed  that  these  two  wit- 
nesses had  been  summoned  both  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution  and  the  respondent.} 

Mr.  Barlt  said,  whether  he  was  correct  or  not 
as  to  the  particular  eases  be  had  alluded  to,  h^ 
was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  general  fact.  The 
f|eotleman  from  Maryland  had  endeavrred  to  ob- 
Tiate  the  force  of  this  argument  in  another  way, 
by  representing  that  the  witnesses  might  be  called 
on  to  swear  on  which  side  they  were  sworn«  But 
thin  could  not  be  done,  but  by  the  passage  of  some 
law  on  the  subject.  There  was  no  authority 
which  would  justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
in  demanding  such  an  oath,  and  if  the  circum- 
stance could  be  proved,  there  was  no  power,  under 
any  existing  law,  by  which  the  witnesses  cDuld 
recover  a  compensation  for  their  attendance. 
They  were  comp'lled  to  attend — by  whom?  By 
^  branch  of  this  Legislature,  on  pain  of  imprison- 
ment ia  case  of  disobedience.  Whence  shall  they 
be  indemnified?  Wilt  any  gentleman  say  they 
4^n  recover  from  the  respondent?  If  so,  let  them 
pomt  to  the  law  which  authorizes  such  a  recov- 


ery. Will  they  say  it  can  be  bad  under  the  com- 
mon law  ?  A  majority  of  this  House  will  not 
bear  them  out  in  the  argument.  For  it  is  a  stand- 
ioff  principle  with  us,  that  the  common  law  is  not 
iniorce  in  the  court?  of  the  United  States.  But 
put  this  objection  a.^ide — how  much  shall  they 
recover  ?  Where  is  the  law  fixing  their  per  diem 
allowance?  There  is  a  perfect  chasm  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  E.  repeated  that  his  opinion  was  governed 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case;  by  the 
omission  of  the  Senate  to  insert  in  the  sabpceoa, 
on  whose  side  the  witnesses  were  summoned,  or 
to  provide  for  making  any  recovery  from  the  ac- 
cused ;  or  how  miicb,  and  where  the  recovery 
should  be  made.  He  considered  the  witnesses 
summoned,  owing  to  this  omission,  as  being  with* 
out  a  remedy,  from  which  resulted  the  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  as  they  made  the 
omission,  to  provide  a  remedy.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  in  noticing  the  observations  rela- 
tive to  the  practice  of  Virginia,  stated,  that  if  a 
similar  reciprocity  existed  on  impeachments,  bis 
objection  to  this  bill  in  whole  or  in  part  would  be 
done  away.  Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  this 
observation  fortified  the  ground  he  had  taken.  If 
there  were  no  reciprocity  in  this  case,  it  was  for 
want  of  a  general  provision.  Let  us  then  pass  a 
law  making  this  provision,  and  let  it  operate  in 
all  future  cases.  This  would  be  equitable.  But 
the  want  of  reciprocity  which  arose  with  them- 
selves, was  no  ground  for  omitting  to  make  the 
only  provision  for  the  witnesseAvhich  the  case 
allowed.  When  at  the  last  session,  in  consequence 
of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  had  been  appointed,  he  re- 
collected that  a  distinguished  member  of  the  other 
branch,  now  absent  in  consequence  of  an  unfortu- 
nate accident,  took  this  groutid — that  the  subpcena 
did  not  distinguish  on  which  side  the  witnesses 
were  summoned,  and  made  a  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  modified  as  to  place  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  witnesses  of  the  respondent  oo 
this  peculiar  ground.  Tbis  proposition  did  not 
then  obtain,  but  Mr.  E.  was  still  for  taking  buch 
a  course.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  would  not  prevail ;  in  which  case 
he  would  move,  by  way  of  prelum bie  to  the  bill, 
what  would  place  the  allowance  on  the  peculiar 
ground  he  had  stated,  and  thus  remove  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Nicholson  made  some  explantation  of 
what  he  had  previously  stated  in  regard  to  the 
practice  of  courts,  and  observed  that  a  witness 
summoned  on  one  side  was  not  permitted  to  be 
sworn  on  the  other,  until  he  bad  been  previously 
examined  by  the  party  summoning  him.  He  also 
pa>sed  over  the  journal  of  impeachment,  to  show 
that  the  witne^ses  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
had  all  been  examined  in  the  first  instance,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  which  were  specially  noted,  be- 
fore those  on  the  part  of  the  respondent  were 
called. 

Mr.  Smiub,  beinj?  of  opinion  that  the  question 
wa:»  not  ripe  tor  decision,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  agaio. 
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MoNDAT,  February  24. 
A  lew  mevaher^  tp  wit:  Evan  Ai^rxaudkB} 
If tmed  to  aer?e  as  a  oa^cober  of  this  House,  fof 
tbe  State  of  North  Cafoliaa,  ift  tbe  place  of  Na» 
tiaaiei  Alexander,  affKunted  OoFemor  oi  the 
mid  Stale,  appeared,  prodaoed  bU^redeaiial^  was 
faalified,  and  took  bis  seal  in  the  House. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Baeolted,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  ioatructed  to  inquire  into 
tlie  expediency  oi  making  profision,  by  law,  for 
defraying  the  expense,  and  compansating  the  ser^ 
YJees  of  Isaae  Brigga,  in  exploring  the  cooairy, 
and  ascertaining  the  most  eligible  route  for  the 
■Mil  between  the  State  of  GcMMgiaand  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;  and  that  they  have  kave  to  repost 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lbib,  ffoffi  the  commiUee  appointed  on  the 
aeTenih  instant,  ^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  staiKlJng  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  tbe  mode  of  keeping 
the  joamais,''  made  a  report  thereon;  which  w«s 
imd.  and  referred  lo  a  Comoiittee  of  the  whole 
Hoase  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaawMtNBaiB&D,  Arom  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufacture,  presented  a  biil  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
which  was  read,  aod  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  wbele  House  oa  Thursday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  anM»od  an  aot,  eotilled 
"^Aa  aet  eoacerniog  the  Lihffacy[  fbr  the  use  of 
both  Hooaea  of  Con^es&"  The  bill  waa  reported 
witji  several  ameadmeBta  thereto;  which  wer« 
aev^aily  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houae. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  aeaend- 
ments,  be  engroased,  and  read  the  third  time  lo- 


A  aaessaga  from  tbe  Senate  iafovmed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  the  biU,  entitled  **  An 
aet  declaring  tke  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  tbe  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  tltf  port  of 
Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  ton- 
nage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned^"  wi|h 
aa  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur* 
rence  of  this  House. 

JNTERCOOR8B  WITH  8T.  BOMInA). 

Mr.  Sloah  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  laying  a  tax  on  slaves. 
^  Mr.  Early. — I  wish  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
aideration  of  this  bill  till  Thursday  next.  We 
bave  received  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  stopping  all 
intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  which  demands 
our  prompt  attention. 

It  was  moved  to  postpone  till  the  1st  of  June — 
%Y^^  ^^  It  was  then  carried,  to  postpone  till 
Thursdajr  next.  Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  su:t- 
pending  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  was  then 
called  up. 

On  reading  tbe  section  which  confines  the  non- 
intercourse  to  one  year, 


Mr.  Alston  moved  to  strike  out  ihtf  section. 

Mr.  Early.— 1  hope  that  motion  will  not  pr«.> 
vail.  The  Congrefis  muitt  be  again  in  session  pre* 
vious  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  can  do  as  ibey 
please.  If  any  alteration  bhoold  be  made,  it  m 
probable  that  it  will  be  several  weeks  before  the 
bill  passes,  as  amended^  through  the  Senate ;  it  19 
high  time  this  bill  was  passed;  such  a  bill  ought 
to  have  passed  loag  ago. 

Mr.  AuflTOii* — 1  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  the  amendment  in  ten  mia* 
utes.  I  prefer  leaving  it  to  the  President^  who^ 
by  the  next  fteetioB^  is  authonaed  to  iveture  the 
ittterooorse,  if  he  thinks  proper* 

Mr.  NiouoLsoN.-^I  caA  see  no  possible  reasoft 
fo  retaining  thia  seatioo. 

Mr.  Clav.— I  have  understood  that  many  of 
the  Senate  voted  iu  favor  of  this  ball  on  account 
of  the  limilajkftoa^  We  know  not  what  will  ba 
the  difiVrent  situation,  previuiia  to  the  end  of  the 
y€ar%  X  l^epe  tbe  bill  will  pasa  wi4ibout  aay  altera 
atiQ»» 

Mr.  ELifttB^--The  limitatiou  does  not  tonch  dia 
principle  of  the  biU^  1  liope  the  omtioo  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  CR4ywifiN8BtBLD.*-The  bilf  ought  to  have 
aome  limitation.  Why  leave  it  to  the  President? 
Let  us  opea  the  iuteroourse  or  eontlntte  the  nou- 
intercourse  ourselves,  as  we  think  proper. 

Mr*  JAOcaoK. — It  gives  the  President  too  moctt 
responsibility  ;  the  restoring  the  Jnterooorse  may 
be  tbe  occasion  of  war.  I  prefer  modifying  the 
motion  so  as  10  insert  three  years,  instead  of  one^ 

Mr.  CooK.-^'Tbia  is  an  act  of  experiment ;  we 
know  not  what  will  be  the  situation  of  St.  Domia* 
go  within  a  yea*. 

The  moiioa  was  not  earrfed-^-ten  only  ibr  it. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  bilj^ 
and  rose.    Tbe  House  inraiediately  touk  it  up. 

Mr.  NieuobsoN  thought  the  security  required 
by  the  bill  for  the  faithkil  performance  of  a  voy- 
age, was  not  sufficient.  He,  therefore,  moved  t# 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  "  with  such  security  aa 
the  eoileotor  shall  approve." 

Mr.  BinwBLL. — The  ground  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  moved  his  amend- 
ment, does  not  exist.  By  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  both  forfeited,  if  the 
vessel  be  voluntarily  carried  to  tbe  ports  of  St. 
Domingo.  And  where  is  the  propriety  or  need  oi 
imposing  this  duty  on  the  collectors? 

Mr.  NicHOLaoN. — If  we  are  sincere  in  our  deo- 
laraiioos,  let  us  make  the  bill  co  strong  that  tbe 
intercourse  will  be  stopped.  If  we  are  incKned  to 
favor  the  revolt  of  the  blacks  in  St.  Domingo,  let 
us  make  the  biU  such  that  it  cannot  stop  the  in- 
tercourse. If  we  are  enemies  to  the  revulters,  let 
us  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  such  as  that 
they  cannot  be  eluded ;  as  that  the  intercourse 
will  effectually  be  stopped. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  wished  that,  instead  of  such  secu- 
rity as  tbe  collector  shall  approve,  a  certain  sum 
should  be  mentioned.  He  thought  $50,000  ought 
to  be  the  ultioiatum  of  the  security  required. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  have  beheld  with  griet*,  and 
with  resentment,  the  coutiBaaaoa^of  this  dtshou- 
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orable.  this  nefarious  trade.  It  is  qaite  time  to 
put  an  end  to  it.  I  do  not  think  the  securities 
sufficient.  The  vessel  and  cargo  are  liable  to  for- 
feiture, but  suppose  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  both 
sold  in  St.  Domingo;  where,  then,  is  the  secu- 
rity? 

Mr.  NicH0f.80N  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eppes. — We  are  called  on  Inr  a  nation 
friendly  to  us  to  put  a  stop  to  this  infamous  and 
nefiftrious  traffic.  It  is  time  to  do  it ;  let  us  pass 
the  bill  at  once. 

Mr.  Leib. — It  will  be  neither  to  please  France, 
nor  to  gratify  Monsieur  Talleyrand,  who  mav 
liave  said  this  trade  was  improper,  that  I  shall 
act.  The  bill  has  come  to  tke  House  but  to-day, 
and  is  it  proper  to  hasten  its  passage,  before  we 
can  have  time  to  examine  its  features?  It  wants 
amendments.  I  am  for  postponing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  them. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  was  opposed  to  the  postponement; 
Messrs,  Nicholson,  Clay^  and  Crowninshield, 
advocated  it.    It  was  carried — 57  to  53. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  J.  RAMnoLPH  observed  that  some  time  had 
elapsed  since  be  gave  notice  that  he  should  call 
up  his  resolution  for  amending  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  state  of  his  health  had 
not  admitted  of  hrs  taking  his  seat  before  this  day. 
He  therefore  availed  himself  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  move  that  the  House  should  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  with  the  view  of  taking  that  resolution 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Masters  moved  a  postponement 

The  Speaker  said  there  could  be  no  postpone- 
ment of  a  subject  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  it  was  in 
order  every  day  to  take  up  business  so  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  said,  if  gentlemen  vrere  un- 
prepared, he  had  no  objection  to  waive  his  call 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  remarked  that  there  could  be  no 
debate  on  the  priority  of  business. 

Mr.  CoNRAo  mov^  to  discbarge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution.  He  said  he  would  briefly  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  this  motion.  The  session  bad 
progressed,  and  the  season  was  fast  approaching 
when  every  man  of  agricultural  pursuits  would 
be  anxious  to  attend  to  them,  unless  detained  by 
important  business.  He  did  not  believe  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  so  import- 
ant as  to  require  immediate  attention.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session,  and  that  the  way  would  thereby  be 
paved  for  transacting  the  important  national  busi- 
ness that  claimed  their  earliest  attention. 

The  Speaker  said  the  first  question  was  on 
the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and 
carried — yeas  61. 

Mr.  Oreoo  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  the 
xeaoiution  having  been  read,  as  follows : 


ReBoked,  by  the  Senate  wtd  Hmtee  of  RepreeenUt^ 
tives  of  the  United  Statee  of  AmerieOyin  Congress  as- 
aemhted,  two-4hirda  of  both  Houaee  eoneurrinf.  That 
the  following  article  be  submitted  to  the  Legiaiatiires 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  and  eoo- 
finned  by  the  Legislatares  of  three-fonrtiis  of  the  said 
States,  shall  be  valid  and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Con- 
Btitution  of  the  United  States : 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  all  other  Courts  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the 
President,  on  the  joint  address  of  both  Houses  of  Coa- 
giess  requesting  the  same. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  it,  with- 
out debate— yeas  51,  nays  65. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  the  resolution. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  eonsi4er  the  re- 
port— 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  called  for  the  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  to  the  third  Monday  of 
March,  merely  with  the  view  of  making  it  give 
place  to  more  important  business,  which  he  said 
must  be  attended  to.  He  said  he  had  vot^ 
against  the  resolution,  not  because  he  was  inimi« 
cal  to  the  principle  involved  in  it.  With  a  small 
modification,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  it ;  and  he 
hoped  the  period  was  not  distant  when,  with  sach 
a  modification,  it  would  become  a  part  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  hoped  a  postponement  to  so 
distant  a  day  would  not  prevail.    He  was  himself 
desirous  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  few 
days,  in  order  to  give  notice  to  the  House,  that 
there  might  be  a  full  vote  on  what  he  considered 
a  most  important  measure.    He  appeared  in  this 
instance,  as  in  many  others,  to  he  in  a  state  of 
profound  error.    The  amendment,  or  deterioration 
of  the  Constitution,  he  had  always  considered  to 
be  a  point  of  the  greatest  importance.    But  now 
judging  by  the  opinions  of  gentlemen,  it  seemea 
to  be  of  lesser  importance  than  the  laying  a  doty 
of  one  or  two  per  cent.,  to  continue  but  for  two  or 
three  years.    It  has,  said  Mr.  R.,  been  a  subject 
of  extreme  concern  to  me,  though  not  myself 
able  to  attend  to  the  public  business,  to  find,  on 
inquiring  daily  of  my  colleagues,  that  the  House 
has  refused  to  do  any  business,  because  on  a  future 
day  they  expected  some  important  business  to 
come  before  them.    I  understand  that  a  very  im 
porta#  resolution  of  a  gentleman  from  Pennsyl 
vania,  on  a  business  so  generally  denominated  Oxe 
Yazoo  as  to  require  no  other  name,  was  postpon- 
ed on  the  same  ground  that  my  colleague  now 
wishes  the  resolution  under  consideration  post- 
poned.   If  there  is  such  important  business  to 
transact,  in  God's  name,  why  not  progress  in  it? 
But  notwithstanding  this  immensely  important 
business,  which  serves  as  an  excuse  for  doing 
nothing,  we  make  no  progress  in  it,  if  by  it  I  ain 
to  understand  the  state  ofour  foreign  relations.  I 
have  no  wish,  nor  do  I  intend  to  allude  to  any- 
thing which  passed  while  we  were  sitting  in  con- 
clave.   But  I  did  hope,  when  one  or  two  mem- 
bers, who  were  represented  as  the  only  hindran* 
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oci  to  the  despatch  of  hoMDeas,  were  withdrawn 
hom  the  House  for  one  or  two  weeks,  everything 
would  kave  heen  completed^  I  expected  the 
adopooD  of  yery  different  measnret  towards  Great 
BdfiHB.  Instead  of  this,  I  find  nothing  done.  And 
BOW,  when  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is 
hnufht  forward,  which  is  allowed  to  be  very  im- 
poritat,  and  when  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
oto  from  Pennsylvania  is  called  up.  we  are  told 
If  gentlemen,  we  cannot  attend  to  tnese subjects; 
ihm  is  important  business  which  we  expect  to 
have  at  some  future  day  before  n»,  cuad  therefore 
we  are  determined  in  tne  interim  to  do  nothing. 
One  word  as  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  on 
Biy  left,  (lAf*  Conrad.)  He  belongs  to  a  class  of 
men  wiitch  I  highly  respeett  for  the  plain  reason, 
Cbat  I  belong  to  it  my  sell.  He  says,  the  time  is  ap- 
proaching when  every  man  engaged  in  agricm- 
taral  purniits  must  be  anxiou*  to  go  home,  and 
therefore  he  does  not  wish  at  present  to  act  on  the 
TesolutioB  I  have  laid  on  your  uble.  True ;  but 
when  men,  be  they  agricultural,  mechanical,  or 
oi  any  other  profession,  undertake  any  business, 
it  is  their  duty  to  go  through  with  it  at  every 
hazard.  I  do  not  know  a  man  in  the  House  who 
has  suffered  more  than  the  individual  who  now 
addresses  yon  by  his  attendance  here,  and  if  I 
cooJd  have  found  an  apology  in  my  own  mind,  I 
shoold  lon^  since  have  been  gone.  If  the  situa- 
tioD  of  afbtrs  warranted  it,  I  should  be  willing  to 
adjourn  for  two  or  three  months.  But  I  never 
can  wee  to  adjourn  in  the  present  perilous  state 
of  aibirs,  and  leave  the  country  to  a  blind  and 
fortuitous  destiny.  I  must  first  see  something 
like  land,  some  foo^hold,  something  like  certain- 
ty, instead  of  a  political  chaos,  without  form  or 
body.  Before  I  consent  to  go  nome,  I  must  see 
something  like  a  safe  and  honorable  issue  to  our 
diflerences  with  fmreign  Powers;  and  I  must  see, 
I  hope,  another  thing — something  like  an  attempt 
to  bnng  the  Constitution  of  this  people  back  to 
the  principles  on  which  this  Administration  came 
into  power.  I  take  this  nroposition,  and  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Nicholson,) 
to  be  two  important  means  of  bringing  that  Ad- 
Binistradon  oack  to  those  principles.  My  friend 
from  Virginia  says,  he  expects^  at  a  future  period, 
to  obtain  this  reform.  I  tear,  if  delay  be  permit- 
ted, that  we  shall  get  into  the  situation  of  another 
deliberative  assembly,  of  which  every  member 
agrees  ttiat  reform  is  necessary,  but  that  the  present 
is  not  the  accepted  time.  I  am  afraid  that  ^e  are 
in  this  situation  already.  I  believe  it,  because  I 
see  it.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that 
we  made  hay  while  the  sun  shone ;  that  we  got 
in  the  harvest  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh 
Congress;  that  we  did  away  the  midnight  Judi- 
ciary and  the  internal  taxes.  If  those  institutions 
were  now  standing,  I  believe  they  would  be  as 
Impregnable  as  any  part  of  the  system  around 
which  gentlemen  affect  to  rally.  I  believe  it,  be- 
en ase  I  believe  appointments  would  have  their 
effect*  Yes,  it  is  but  too  true,  that  patriots,  in 
opposition,  are  as  apt  to  become  courtiers  in  pow- 
er, as  courtiers  in  power  are  fond  of  becoming 
patdotainoiq^tion.   So  far,  then,  from  wishing 


to  postpone  this  measure.  I  believe  that  delayr  will 
only  serve  to  enhance  tne  difficulty  of  obtaining 
it.  It  is  a  maxim  laid  down  by  every  man  that 
has  written  on  national  policy,  that  those  abuses 
which  are  left  untouched  in  the  period  of  a  revo- 
lution, are  sanctified  by  time,  and  remain  as  the 
nest-eggs  of  future  oorruption,  until  they  compel 
a  nation,  either  to  sweep  them  away,  or  to  sink 
beneath  them.  This,  without  any  exception,  is 
the  history  of  all  corruptions ;  and  those  corrupr* 
tions  and  abuses,  not  reformed  at  the  first  session 
of  the  seventh  Congress,  what  has  become  of 
them  7  Have  they  been  sufiered  to  sleep  7  If 
they  have,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  th^y 
will  rise  refreshed  ttom  their  slumbers  with  gigan- 
tic strength  7  Fortunate  it  was  that,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  seventh  Congress  the  midnight  Ju- 
diciary and  the  internal  taxes  were  done  away; 
and  it  would  likewise  have  been  fortunate,  if 
another  measure  had  been  attended  to  at  the  same 
time.  It  would  have  been,  in  my  firm  persuasion, 
very  different  in  its  issue  from  that  which  it  has 
been.  If  the  great  culprit,  whose  judicial  crimes 
or,  incapacity  had  called  for  legislative  punish- 
ment under  the  Constitution,  and  which  have 
given  rise  to  the  motion  now  before  us,  had  been 
accused  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Con- 

Sees,  that  accnsation  would  have  had  a  very  dif- 
rent  issue.  And  why  ?  Because  it  is  periectly 
immaterial  what  a  man's  crimes  are — every  day 
that  elapses  between  their  commission  and  the 
time  he  is  caUed  to  answer,  lessens  the  detesta- 
tion and  horror  felt  for  them,  and,  of  coure,  en- 
hances the  value  of  his  chance  of  an  escape  from 
Fnnbhment*  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  the  remarks 
have  offered,  I  have  been  hurried  into  some  ob- 
servations that  do  not  strictly  belong  to  it.  Yet 
these  remarks  furnish  a  sound  reason  for  not  de* 
ferring  the  proposition  until  the  time  moved  by 
my  colleague.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  will 
reject  the  postponement  until  the  third  Monday 
of  March,  and  that  a  postponement  will  take  place 
to  some  time  when  the  House  shall  be  fuller, 
when  a  deciiion  can  be  made  after  mature  reflec- 
tion. For,  truly^  as  to  the  provision  under  the 
Constitution,  can  any  man  be  so  mad  or  foolish  as 
to  think  of  again  trying  it?  I  consider  the  de* 
cision  of  the  last  session  as  havins  established 
this  principle-^that  an  ofllcer  of  the  United  States 
may  act  in  as  corrupt  a  manner  as  he  pleases, 
without  there  being  any  Constitutional  provbion 
to  call  him  to  an  account. 

Mr.  GfRBod. — I  feel  but  little  concerned  as  to  the 
fate  of  this  motion.    I  am  ready  at  any  time  to 

five  my  vote  on  the  resolution.  As  it  now  stands, 
shall  vote  against  it ;  but  modified,  as  I  have 
seen  it  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
I  shall  vote  for  it.  But  my  principsl  reason  for 
rising,  is  to  say  that  a  great  part  of  the  censure 
cast  on  the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia for  not  meeting  the  national  business,  is 
proper  and  applicable ;  and  I  regret  that  it  is  so. 
But  if  the  gentleman  reflects  on  the  subject,  he 
will  acknowledge  that  a  great  part  of  the  delay 
which  has  occurred,  attaches  to  nimself.  I,  four 
weeks  ago^  stthmitted  a  lesointion  to  the  Hoosa 
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OB  some  poinis  of  dispute  between  one  of  tlie  bel- 
ligerent nations  and  the  United  Stales;  I  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  tafcen  up  and  promptly 
decided,  one  way  or  another.  The  (pentlenuin 
fVom  Virginia  then  called  for  certain  statemeou 
from  the  Treasury,  which  he  considered  as  hav- 
ing a  bearing  on  the  subject.  Under  thai  im- 
pression the  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
deferred  from  day  to  day ;  and  the  statements 
have  not  yet  been  received.  I  sUted,  at  the 
time,  that  these  sutements  could  have  no  ioftu- 
ence  on  my  rote;  but  other  gentlemen  aaid, 
they  would  influence  theirs.  I  regret  that  we  have 
Bot  been  able  to  go  on  with  this  business.  I  do 
not  know  how  lung  we  are  to  be  kept  in  this  par- 
alytic state.  If  the  gentleman  who  has  called  for 
the  sUtements,  and  other  gentlemen  will  agree,  I 
aor  pi«pared  at  onca,  to  go  into  an  eiamioation 
of  tl^  subject.  But,  as  the  ffentlemaa  from  Yii> 
giaia  was  the  fir«t  to  embark  the  House  in  this 
call,  I  hope  he  will  take  a  part  of  the  eensure  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Smilid.— I  am  sorry  the  motion  oi  postpone- 
ment has  been  made.  I  do  not  know  any  other 
time  better  than  the  present  for  the  discussion  of 
this  subject.  It  is  a  subject  of  the  last  importance 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  United  Sutee. 
I  am  a  friend  to  an  amendnaent  of  the  Oon^tu- 
Hon  relative  to  the  Judiciary  department.  Whe* 
Uier  that  offered  is  the  best  that  can  be  made^  or 
whether  it  is  going  too  for,  1  cannot  determine 
until  the  subject  shall  have  been  investi|[ated  in 
this  Houscw  For  my  part,  1  am  so  sensibie  that 
that  part  of  the  Constitutioa  which  relates  to  the 
power  of  impeachment  is  a  nullity,  that  I  see  the 
utmost  necessity  fot  an  amendment.  From  wkat 
we  have  seen,  I  do  religiously  beheve  that  we 
cannot  convict  any  man  on  an  impeach  men  t» 
7he  resolutioa  before  you  goes  to  ^ce  the  Judges 
ii  the  United  States  oa  the  same  independent 
fi>oting  with  those  of  Great  Britain.  Whether 
our  situation  reijuires  th^t  thev  should  stand  upon 
higher  ground,  is  a  proper  subject  for  diseussioo. 
I  am  rather  iaolined  to  think  they  ought  not.  It 
is  contended,  it  is  true,  that,  as  they  have,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  the  rig^t  of 
siHing  in  judgment  oa  our  laws,  they  ought  to  be 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress. This  subject  must,  at  some  lime  or  other, 
be  considered,  and  some  ameadment  in  the  Con- 
stitution mnst  take  place.  When  the  delays  and 
various  vexations,  attendant  on  an  impeachment, 
are  leonsidt'red,  it  will  be  evident  that  they  will 
generally  discourage  the  House  from  taking  this 
step ;  and  when  it  is  likewise  considered  that  a 
conviction  can  only  take  place  on  the  votes  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  let  gentlemen  say  whe- 
ther there  is  any  chance  of  making  the  Constitu- 
tional provision  e£EectuaL  I  despair  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  modification  which  may 
be  gtvrn  to  this  resolution,  that  is  another  thing. 
1  sincerely  wish  the  House  would  take  it  up  and 
oonsidkr  it  without  any  great  delay. 

Mr.  Clark. — I  hope  my  colleague  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  hare  not  made  this 
tfKitioa  from  hastiUty  to  kia  vaaoltttion.    With^  a 


small  modification,  I  ana  decidedly  for  it.  I  a*r 
sure  him  it  did  not  require  the  remarks  ke  haa 
made  to-day,  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the  preer 
ent  system.  Of  that  I  had  satisfaciory  prool  iha 
last  year.  Bat  I  doubt  whether  t  he  reaoIutitMi,  ia 
its  present  state,  is  correct.  I  do  hope  that  mf 
colleague  will  give  it  a  little  taore  considerauoa* 
and  I  assure  him  I  shall  be  happy  to  harmaiusa 
with  him.  In  the  decision  by  a  mere  majoeit jTi 
the  scales  of  justice  are  so  near  an  eqoiiibrtuini 
that  it  is  doubtful  often  to  which  side  justice  utn 
dines.  I.  therefore,  think  there  ought  to  be  aooM 
modification  of  the  principle  contained  in  tha  ra»* 
olution.  But  I  principally  wish  the postponeoaant 
to  prevaM,  that  the  House  nuy  act  oa  r^okitioif 
which  I  conceive  alMmportant  to  the. whole  eoiiQr 
try,  and  peculiarly  so  to  that  part  of  the  eoranaur 
nity  represented  by  my  colieagDe  and  myMrl^ 
Every  day^s  delay  increases  the  difficulty  aad 
urges  on  the  rain  that  menaces  them.  U  is  wall 
kiK>wn  that  there  is  not  the  best  harmony  hetveea 
the  merchanu  and  planters.  It  is  at  ail  timea  the 
interest  of  the  former  to  buy  produce  as  cheap  m 
they  can,  and  never  was  there  a  heUer  schema 
for  speculation  to  them  than  that  furnished  by 
the  resolutions  on  our  table.  How  ea«y  it  is  fot 
them  to  convince  the  planter  that  there  will  bea 
suppression  of  intercourse^  and  tiiat  his  produoa 
will  be  soon  worth  nothing.  Theaeare  the  effiKta 
that  I  wish  to  prevent.  My  colleague  wHi  do  oaa 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  had  no  hand  itt 
the  procrastination.  I  have  offitred  no  pcojeeC 
With  regard  to  the  proponed  ameadment*  to  tha 
Constitution,  I  repeat  it,  I  am  in  iavor  of  it,  with 
a  small  modification.  Nor  dol  wish  it  poauioacd 
for  any  great  length  of  time.  I;  have  no  idea  of 
leaving  that  to  be  done  by  oar  children  which  w» 
ought  to  do  ourselves.  But  let  us,  in  the  fiiat  ift- 
stance,  proceed  to  the  most  important  ha^ineak 
Let  not  my  colleague  authorise  geotlamea  to  aaj 
that,  to  prevent  an  attention  to  it,  he  interpoaed  hit 
favorite  scheme.  I  hare  another  reason  for  this 
postponement:  There  is  no  reason  for  aetingoa 
an  amendment  to  the  CunstituuoD  insCanuaa- 
ously.  Most  of  the  State  Legislatures,  befort 
whom  it  must  be  carried  before  it  is  a  aart  of  aha 
Constitution,  have  broken  ap,  and  will  not  aaeet 
again  till  the  FalL  If,  therefore,  an  amendment 
be  passed  at  any  time  during  the  session,  it  wUI 
answer. 

Mr.  MAaTcns  moved  a  nostponemenft  of  tht 
resolution  indefinitely,  for  which  he  coneieeif  mar 
signed  his  reasons. 

Mr.  BBDiNUBa  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
this  motion. 

Mr.  FiNULBT  said  he  was  against  the  iadefiailt 
postponement  of  (he  subject,  though  in  favor  of 
its  being  po^pooed  a  short  time.  He  tho«igh4  it 
was  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  foliv  tuvetiiiga- 
ted.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  but  in  a  different  form.  . 

Mr.  CoNRAU  was  in  fiivor  of  the  indefinite  poa^ 
ponement  of  the  resoiutiun.  He  did  not  think  ths 
subject^ught  to  be  acted  upon  at  thiseessioa.  He 
was  not  unfriendly  to  the  principle,  hut  he  never 
aoald  cooaent  that  a  bare  msjuiity  of  runyMf 
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•draald  hmre  tbe  pow^r  to  remove  a  jtidge.  If  tbe 
«nmdaie»c  was  so  fnuoMd  as  to  gire  the  Pfest* 
dent  a  diacretiooarjr  power  to  retnofe  a  jud^^  oo 
the  address  of  a  nnjoriiy  of  the  two  HouiCA,  and 
to  «ake  tbc  remo? al  tniperative  oo'  the  vote  of 
tWD-thirds.  be  might  be  for  ic  At  any  rata  ha 
thooght  it  best  to  postpone  the  subject  until  the 
aeit  se9si6D. 

Mr.  J.  Rawinilph.— I  am  ferfeotly  cotarineed 
if  thectn-rectoesssBd  porky  of  the  motives  of  my 
AiAaiftte  on  all  tubTects,  and  whererer  I  differ 
#MD  mm  in  opinion  I  always  consider  it  a  mn- 
#aft««fe.  Boc  I  bare  prtacifnlly  riaen  lo  plead 
gwity  to  tfie  ebarga  of  thegenthemaa  from  Penn- 
ayHmnia,  whieh  is^  that  1  would  not  act  on  his  mo- 
tmm  withaat  any  mtonnatkm  on  it.  I  confess  the 
ftet.  There  is.  ht>wever,  one  etrcaaMtance  thai 
aivites  my  mind  as  of  some  force.  What  i»  there 
•a  ^^venf  our  dtseu  siug  the  basiness,  and  when 
tkere  shall  be  eecasioD  to  take  up  husiness  of 
greater  national  importance,  dispensing  with  that 
wMch  may  be  before  oe.  I  ask  whether,  if  we 
liad  taken  up  this  rrsdutton  or  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  we  should  not  have  had 
cmple  time  for  diKCussion  before  the  information 
called  for  sbaJi  be  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
flM  Trensary ;  and  if  we  have  not  the  right,  at 
any  tiate,  to  make  less  important  ^ive  way  to 
more  rmponanc  busiBeas?  Is  not  this  the  coarse 
wbieh  every  roan  pursues  in  the  management  of 
Ins  private  a^irsi  Are  we  to  sit  here,  without 
Teeeiving  infornntion  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
TTicattury, doing  nothing?  I  am  as  AnxfoUs  as 
«ny  man  for  a  decision  m  the  question  implicated 
in  aeveral  of  the  resolutions  laid  on  our  table, and 
for  a  good  feaaon.  My  tobacco  i^  unsold.  I  fed 
tfce  Mi  Ibtee  of  the  obsarratibna  of  my  oollea^e. 
I  toow  that  these  resolotiooa  have  already  given 
Hae  maanch  ncCirion^qieculailon.  When  1  called 
fyr  iaforfMuioB,  1  had  no'Meaof  the  time  it  #ould 
tmke  to  get  it ;  and  had  I  been  appriaed  nf  it.  I  do 
toot  know  whether  I  should  not  have  prefelrrednot- 
nag  in  the  dark  to  waiting  lor  it. 

There  is  anoth^  re«Mm  why  I  wish  this  sub- 
ject <«mendmeot  to  the  OoDstiiution)  uken  up  at 
aliis  a  sition*  When  I  ofiered  this  resolution  at 
a^€  last  aeaswn,  rt  was  said  to  be  too  near  the  dose 
m(  Che  seaslon  to  act  opon  it-*<thts  was  ackiMw- 
hedged.  But^  it  was  said,  print  it  nnd  let  it  go 
•broad.  This  has  been  done.  But  the  rehaon  w 
-wliich  I  wish  ii  noted  opon  this  session  is,  that 
the  eif^ctioas  intervene  between  i^  and  the  neat 
weaakm,  Getitlemen  Toay  aay  what  they  please 
•f  thepnfieipleof9tMMnafu6efieae^e«ffm^bat  1 
believe  if  the  members  of  this  Hoone  held  their 
asau  fur  aevee  yeaira,  their  conduct  would  not  be 
the  same  as  it  is  under  the  present  tenure.  I  wish 
to  reeof  to  that  good  old  principle  that  sends  the 
Represeaiative  back  to  render  an  account  of  his 
aotioiis  to  hia  conMituents.  After  the  next  elec- 
tioa  genil(*meo  will  obtain  credit  for  two  vears 
■lore  of  good  behaviour.  I  believe  my  friend 
from  Virgini/i  will  allow  this  to  be  a  good  reason 
againat  a  postponement. 

Bot  I  am  told  this  amendment  comes  forward 
In  n  very  queaiiooahleahapa^  that,  indeed,  itisao 


aotieadment  to  the  Constitution.  But  this  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  knew  a  leginlative  body  refuse 
to  act  on  a  proposition  barely  btfcause  it  may  re- 
quire some  amendment.  If  there  are  any  parts 
of  the  prepo»iiion  exceptionable,  while  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  why  not  amena  them  ?  I  con- 
fess this  thing  is  beyond  my  depth.  I  cannot  see 
into  it.  I  cannot  fathom  it.  As  gentlemen  have 
stated  the  substance  of  the  resolution  as  a  reason 
for  its  postponement,  I  will  state  iis  substance  aa 
a  reason  for  not  poatponing  it.  One  gentleman 
says  he  will  not  consent  that  the  judges  shall  hold 
their  offi^s  snbject  to  the  will  of  a  bare  majority 
of  the  two  Houses.  But  does  not  everything  ci 
importance  de^pend  on  them  ^  Do  they  not  »p* 
propriate  millions?  Do  they  not  hold  the  purse 
and  the  stvord  ?  Or  do  gentlemen  think  the  Wool- 
sack more  important?  This  is  most  indubitably 
the  case ;  and  I  wish  to  he^r  any  reasoning  against 

fiving  efficiency  to  the  will  of  a  majority  that 
oes  not  approximate  the  doctrine  of  the  Foltsh 
veto.  There  can  be  no  reason  for  this  distinction. 
And,  so  far  from  there  being  danger  of  this  power 
being  abused,  the  experience  of  all  Ooveroments 
holds  me  out  in  saying  that  there  is  greater  dan- 
ger that  the  power  will  not  be  exercised  than  that 
n  will  be  abused.  For  this  plaia  reason :  It  would 
require  tome  overt  act  of  notorious  misconduct, 
iff  an  e^ally  notorroas  imbeeility  of  miad  or 
body,  to  iustifv  any  oNin  in  grving  aueh  a  vote. 
It  is  a  point  of^  extreme  delicacy  to  give  it;  and 
though  some  men  might.  I  trust  a  majority  of 
both  nranches  never  would  givtB  such  a  vote  for 
light  and  frivolous  rtesons  But  it  may  be  thou|^ 
that,  as  in  all  free  Ctoviernments  there  are  parti^ 
a  triumphant  party  would  turn  out  the  judges  to 
get  into  their  places.  This  would  be  a  moit  hu- 
miliating effect.  But  on  what  is  the  probability 
of  sueh  an  effect  founded  ?  How  are  the  turners 
out  to  be  turned  in?  Bave  thev  the  power  to 
appoint  themselves  to  office?  No.  And  from 
nar  esperience  heretofore,  no  such  inference  cam 
be  drawn.  There  is  no  probability  of  one  trt- 
nmphant  faction  putting  down  another  to  get 
their  offices.  Because  a  triiHnphant  faction  could 
not  rise  to  power  but  at  the  will  of  a  majority; 
and  althougn  they  might  take  offices  away  frum 
others,  they  could  not  bestow  them  upon  them- 
selves. But  suppose  they  did?  It  would  be  for 
the  first  and  last  time.  It  would  be  a  struggle  be* 
tween  office^hunters and  the  people;  and  I  believe 
all  the  experience  we  have  heretofore  had  shows 
that  this  description  of  men  are  too  prone  to 
union  for  the  public  to  sustain  either  profit  or  loss 
from  their  divisions.  But  if  in  this  opinion  I  am 
in  error,  I  would  recur  back  to  my  first  priociole 
to  support  me.  Is  the  power  to  remove  a  judge 
more  important  than  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
of  laying  Uxes,  and  of  effecting  various  other 
national  objects?  This  is  a  doctrine  to  me  totally 
unintelligible. 

Mr.  Smilib  observed  that  he  regretted  that  the 

motion  for  an  indefinite  postponement  had  been 

made,  as  it  was  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 

rifsolutton. 

The  quealion  waa  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays. 
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on  an  iodefinite  postponement,  and  passed  in  the 
negative — years  42,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Pha- 
nnel  Bishop,  James  M.  Broom,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  Eira  Darby,  John  Darenport,  jun.,  Peter 
Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  El^, 
James  Fisk,  8eth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  DaTid 
Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston, 
Josiah  Masters,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timodiy  Pitkin,  juB.»  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Martin  O*  Schuneman,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  WiUiam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Ten- 
nej,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  I^niel  C.  Yerplanck,  Pe- 
leg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickeff»  and  Nathan  Wil- 


Nats — ^Eran  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshield,^  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson, 
EUas  Earle,  James  Elliot,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garaett,  Peterson 
Goodwrn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
•ey,  John  Hamilton,  Dand  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreeiy,  David  Meriwether,  Ni- 
cholas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Ni^ 
cholson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanibrd,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitefadll, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alejcander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Mr.  Clark  then  varied  his  motion  so  as  to 
postpone  the  resolution  to  the  second  Monday  in 
March. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  he  wished  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  move  a  post- 

Eonement  till  next  Monday.  He  was  very  sensi- 
le  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  was  only 
sorry  that  there  was  not  a  prospect  of  obtaining  a 
Constitutional  majority  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  C.  said  they  had  been  told  by  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Conrao)  that  he  was  ready  to  vest  the  Pres- 
ident with  a  discrerionary  power  to  remove  a 
judge  on  the  address  of  the  two  Houses.  But  if 
the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  politics  of  his 
own  State  he  would  have  seen  the  impropriety  of 
such  authority ;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  a  judge,  whose  removal  had  been  requested 
by  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  actually 
held  his  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor. 
The  other  alternative  his  colleague  had  suggested 
was  worse  than  the  present  provision,  as  at  pre- 
sent a  majority  of  one  branch  and  two-thirds  of 
the  other  were  sufficient  to  remove  a  judge.  Mr. 


C.  concluded  fay  expressing  a  hope  chat  the  fg^^f 
tleman  from  Virginia  woud  agree  to  a  postpone- 
ment till  next  Monday. 

Mr.  Clare  said  he  had  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  poitpoiw- 
ment  to  Monday  next  carried. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFFICES. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph.— I  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
motion  to  the  House-Hi  very  importaat  motioo-* 
which  at  present  I  oniv  mean  to  lay  on  the  table. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  pro- 
vided that  no  person  holding  an  office  under  the 
Government  or  the  United  States  shall  be  eayib- 
ble  of  holding  a  seat  in  either  House  of  Congteee. 
But  as  the  bnt  things  are  liable  to  coritiplian,aBd 
as  we  are  told  the  corruption  of  the  beet  thinn  ia 
always  the  worst,  so  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  received  in  practice  a  constnietioa 
which  in  tny  judgment  the  text  never  did  and 
does  not  warrant,  but  which,  if  vrarranted  by  the 
text,  is  totally  repugnant  to  tlie  spirit  of  that  instra* 
ment,  which,  composed  of  the  jarring  interests  of 
the  different  States,  and  settled  on  the  basis  of 
compromise,  ^ve  birth  to  a  Qovemment  of  re- 
sponsibility, without  influence,  without  patronage, 
without  abuse,  without  privil^Tcs,  attached  to  any 
individual,  class,  or  order  of  men.  It  could  noc 
have  been  the  ooject  of  such  an  instrument,  that 
while  a  n>an  holding  an  office  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  fifty  dollars  should  be  excluded  from  a  seat 
in  this  House,  a  contractor  living  on  the  fat  of  the 
land  should  be  capable  imder  the  Constitutioii  of 
holding  one.  Look  through  the  whole  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  say  where  such  a  privile^  is  to  be 
found.  You  find  there  the  sinsle  pnnciple  of 
republicanism,  that  he  who  has  the  influence  de- 
rived from  power  and  money  shall  not  have  a  place 
in  the  council  of  the  nation— that  placemen  ttd 
pensioners  shall  not  come  on  this  floor.  While 
this  principle  scrupulously  excludes  men  holding 
responsible  offices— men  known  to  the  whole 
^orld — shall  it  be  considered  as  permitting  coa- 
tractors  to  creep  in  through  the  crevices  of  the 
Constitution,  and  devour  the  goods  of  the  people! 
Such  a  departure  from  the  spirit,  if  not  from  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution— such  a  gross  evasioB  of 
principle— calls  aloud  for  remedy.  Can  a  maa 
who  holds  a  contract  for  fiftvor  an  hundred  thou* 
sand  dollars  give  an  independent  vote  on  this  floor  1 
If  so,  why  not  admit  the  Chief  Justice  and  other 
high  officers  under  the  Qovernment  to  aaeat  hersf 
Is  It  for  any  other  reason,  but  that  the  Constita- 
tion  will  not  permit  the  influence  derived  fma 
office  to  operate  here  ? 

The  Constitution  may  be  tried  by  another  test. 
It  was  made  for  the  good  oi  the  people  under  it, 
and  not  for  those  who  administer  it  It  was  never 
intended  to  be  made  a  job  of,  and  I  hone  it  never 
will  be  suffered  by  the  people  to  be  made  a  job  o£ 
I  think  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  bold  a  ploralitjf  of  office.  We  somechne 
since  received  a  petition  from  a  learned  institu- 
tion  to  exempt  books  imported  by  them  from  duty. 
What  did  we  say  on  that  occasion  ?  We  said,  no: 
we  cannot  exempt  your  books  from  duty.    All 
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nrast  conform  to  the  laws.  There  is  no  man  too 
high  or  too  low  for  them.  The  same  measure 
must  be  meted  to  all.  To  my  extreme  surprise,  I 
see  «  practice  even  more  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Coostitulion  than  a  contractor  sittinfi^  in  Con- 
gress; and  that  is,  an  union  of  civil  and  military 
anthoriry  in  one  plerson — an  union  more  fatal  to  a 
free  nation  than  the  union  of  Executive,  Legisla- 
n're,  and  Judicial  powers. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  R.  offered  the 
/oUowiog  resolutions,  which  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  next : 

**  WheiMs  it  is  provided  hj  the  rixth  section  of  the 
fini  artide  of  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States, 
that  '  BO  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  membcnr  of  either  House  of  Congress 
doling  his  eontinuance  in  office;'  therefore, 

**  1.  Retohtd^  That  a  contractor  under  the  Govem- 
■Mnt  of  the  United  States  is  an  officer  within  the  pur- 
view and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  such,  is 
incapable  of  holdhog  a  seat  in  this  House. 

*'2.  Ruohedy  That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
in  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  especially 
of  the  mUitarv  with  the  civil  authority,  is  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary  Government. 

^  3.  Retokedy  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  render  any  officer  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  incapable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under 
the  VmM,  States.'' 


TuBSDAT,  February  25. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  eoncerniog  the  Library  for  the  use  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Tne  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  ao  act  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  entiued  '^  An  act  to  empower  the 
Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  piu- 
poses  therein  mentioned :"    Whereupon, 

Retnlvedj  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  Jacksou  called  for  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act^ntitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  military  land  warrants, 
and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  was  ffone 
through  with  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
a  few  minutes,  and  the  House  immediately  took 
it  up.  After  debatinj^  about  one  hour  whether  to 
postpone  or  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  8ix>AN  said — I  have  listened  attentively 
to  the  arguments  pro  and  *con  relative  to  a  recom- 
mitment. One  argument  in  favor  of  a  recommit- 
ment, I  must  adduce,  which,  I  am  confident,  can 
be  considered  no  otherwise  than  conclusive ;  we 
were,  last  week,  out  of  business,  we  may  be  so 
again;  but,  by  thus  playing  back  and  forth,  bv 
toanbitting,  recalling,  and  recommitting,  we  shall 


have  something  to  do,  and  ke^  out  of  the  evils 
of  idleness. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. 

DANISH  BRIG  HENRICK. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  called  np  the  bill  for  enabling 
the  President  to  make  restitution  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  for  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  Danish  briffantine  Heorick  and  cargo. 
She  had  been  captured  by  a  French  privateer  in 
1799,  and  soon  after  captured  by  the  American 
armed  ship,  the  Pickering,  and  was  condemned 
and  sold,  contrary  to  law,  it  being  neutral  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Ob  OWN  I  NSHiELO  opposed  the  bill;  and  Mr* 
J.  C.  Smith  defended  and  explained.  Passed  to 
a  third  reading  for  to-morrow — 71  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Early  called  up  the  bill  prohibiting  inters 
course  with  St.  Domiogo. 

Mr.  Nicholson  moved,  (to  try  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  they  really  wish  to  make  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  so  secure  as  to  prove  efi*ectual 
in  stopping  the  intercourse,)  that  the  owner  should 
be  bound  m  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties, to  the  satisfoction  of  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict. If  merchants  ask  protection  of  us,  they 
must  agree  to  such  prohibitions  and  exactions  as 
we  propose.  There  are  many  ways  by  which  the 
law  may  be  eluded ;  by  fraud  and  by  bankruptcv ; 
by  increasing  the  number  of  .securities,  and  the 
siun  of  the  hoods,  we  diminish  the  chances  of 
evading  the  law.  All  our  disputes  with  other 
cooatries,  (except  the  detention  of  the  Western 
posts,)  have  arisen  from  our  commercial  afiairs| 
the  Qeremment  has  expended  fifteen  or  twenty 
million  of  dollars,  in  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  a  navy  to  support  commerce.  Can  it,  then,  be 
considered  a  hardship  that  Government  should 
demand  ample  security  ?  Cannot  the  honest  and 
respectable  merchant  obtain  it  with  ease? 

Mr.  Eppes. — 1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
ofiered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  No  law 
can  prevent  the  evasion  of  our  merchants,  if  they 
are  determined  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  cuT 
that  island. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSHiELo. — I  am  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  amendment.  If  the  bill  passes,  as  I  under* 
stand  it,  there  must  be  a  liability  to  double  for- 
feiture ;  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  forfeited,  if  de- 
tected on  their  passage  home  from  St.  Doming*, 
and  the  bond  is  also  forfeited.  The  bill  as  it  now 
stands  will  prove  extremely  burdensome  to  the 
commerce  ot  our  country ;  the  burdens  are  heavy 
and  unnecessary.  I  think  I  should  vote  for  the 
bill  were  it  divested  of  the  burdensome  exactions. 
But,  pass  what  law  you  please,  you  cannot  stop 
the  intercourse  between  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  the  inhabitants  of  Si.  Domiogo.  If 
they  cannot  trade  directly  from  the  United  States 
they  will  remove  to  some  of  the  West  India 
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itlaods  and  coniioue  the  int^rooaree^  or  the  ioter- 
course  will  be  continaed  bv  ai^ents  in  Ifaose 
klands.  But,  I  fear  the  effect  tlie  pajvisg  this 
law  maf  have  od  the  inhabitants  of  thai  island,  i 
fear  that,  in  the  spirit  of  resentment,  when  thejr 
hear  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  ihey  will  turn  to 
a  nation  of  pirates, as  it  respects  us;  and  that  you 
will  either  be  obliged  to  send  a  fleet  into  the  West 
India  seas,  for  the  protection  of  your  commerce, 
or  be  obligfed  to  see  it  sacrificed.  I  know  not  why 
it  is  necessary  for  us,  at  this  time,  to  pass  any  bill 
on  the  subject.  I  know  not  ^hy  France  should 
iFnsh  such  a  bill.  France  will  herself,  probably, 
be  a  loser  by  its  passing.  I  think  we  have  a  right 
to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  t>f  that  island.  Sup- 
pose the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  or  the  black  and 
White  iniiabitantsof  any  other 

Mr.  Barlt  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
ofder  1 

Mr.  CRottTNiNSHiELD.— ril  stop  if  the  Speaker 
•o  decides,  or  if  any  gentleman  in  the  House 
wishes  it. 

The  BpBanav-L^The  g«Dtle«Dan  Will  proeeed, 
if  he  pleases. 

Mr.  CR0WifiN8RiBLD.-^I  had  but  a  word  to  say. 
Butppose,  sir,  th^re  should  be  a  revolt  in  the  Bast 
Indies,  and  E  jgland  should  interdict  oar  trade 
With  Calcittta,  with  Madras.  ^.,  should  we  obey  ? 
But  1  will  not  eniarge.  I  aanoerely  hope  ihe  bill 
will  not  pass. 

The  yvas  and  nays  on  the  amendftieDt  w«i«<^ 
Ibr  it  22,  again.n  it  85. as  follows: 

YtA^-^Datid  Bard,  Bmwell  Bsssett,  Robert  Brown, 
Md^n  Glalbome,  Joseph  €laj,  MsHhew  Clay,  James 
M.  Oamett,  Bayid  Holmes,  John  O.  JaekMAi,  Michael 
Lefts  NicfaoNis  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Joseph  H. 
HMiolsoa,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn' 
•yKaoia,  Jaicob  RIdiards,  John  dmilfo,  Samiuel  South, 
Matthew  Walton,  Joha  WUtahiU,  Rohsrt  Whitahill, 
aad  Alazandor  Wilaoo. 

Nats — Ewu  Alexander,  Willis  Abtoa.  jaa^  Isaac 
Andersoo,  Joseph  Baiker,  George  M.  Bediofer,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell.  Phanusl  Bishop,  William 
Blackledge,  Joha  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
M*  Broom,  William  Buller,  Jjevi  Casey,  John  Chand- 
ler, Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  George 
Clinton,  Jan.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  William 
Dickson,  Blias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
BIKs,  Bbenexer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
William  Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
bdah  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  Stfth  Hastings,  David 
Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis, 
Janior,  Henry  W.  liivingslon,  Matthew  Ly6n,Doncan 
MacPariand,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert  Marioa,  Josiah 
Masters,  WUIkm  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Tho- 
aiaa  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Gordon  8.  Mumford, 
Jeremiah  Nebon,  Thomas  Mewton,  jon^  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin, Jan.,  John  Pogh,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John 
Rheaof  Tenneasae,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomss 
Bammons,  Thomss  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Bbeneier  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 


son, UriTr#cy»  PhiMp  Van  Gortlaadt,  KiUiaA  K.  Vm 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnom,  Daniel  C.  VerplaiftclK, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Elipbalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Mr.  Smilib. — Have  we,  or  have  we  not  a  riglit 
to  carry  on  trade  with  St.  Domingo  without  the 
consent  of  Prance?  That  is  the  question  before 
the  House.  Either  give  upthe  trade,  or  ackoow* 
ledge  the  independence  of  Hayti.  I  am  of  opia- 
iun  that,  wbiie  we  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
France  over  ihat  island^  that  we  cannot  trade 
with  its  inhabitants  without  the  consent  of 
France. 

It  wris  moVed  ihkt  the  bill  be  reaJ  the  third 
time  to-morroW;  which  was  negatived,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  this  day.  The  bill  being  read 
the. third  lime — 

Mr.  McCrjcbrt  opposed  its  passage  in  ao  argo- 
ment  of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  CoNRAp  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  saki,  he  rose  merely  to  express 
his  saiis^tion  that  the  iiyes  and  noes  were  order- 
ed OB  this  question.    I  consider,  said  Mr.  8^  all 
diKODs.Mon  of  the  merits  (ff  the  bill  as  perfectly 
frtiitless.    Tbe  rapid  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
htrrried  thus  far  through  the  House,  otterlf  pre- 
cludes afl  deliberation,  and  is  a  sore  prognostic  of 
its  final  passage.    It  is  a  measure  which  will  great  - 
ly  embarrass  all  our  fpretge commerce,  and  if  it  is 
to  have  its  intendfd  effect,  which  I  much  doubt, 
because  I  believe  its  defective  provisions  will  be 
easily  defeated  or  eraded,  it  most  prove  complete- 
ly ruinous  to  a  hiwful  and  valuable  branch  of  oar 
trade.    But,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  I  consider  it 
absolutely  destructive  of  the  be.^t  and  dearest  rights 
of  this  country.    Sir,  the  Secret  is  out ;  the  Act 
cannot  be  concealed  that  this  bill  is  dictated  by  the 
Gbvemmant  of  France.    The  imperions  mandate 
of  the  French  Minister  is  published  to  the  world ; 
and  the  Conilexion  betw^n  his  ordersand  this  act 
of  obedience  and  submission  will  be  clearly  per- 
ceived and  universally  acknowieds^ed.    I  presume 
not  to  arraign  the  motires  of  other  ^tletnea; 
they,  doubtless,  have  reasons  which  justify  the 
measure  to  themselves.    Indeed,  it  is  impossible 
their  impressions  can  be  like  mine.    For  myself, 
I  view  the  bill,  under  all  its  circumstances,  as  a 
surrender  of  all  the  rights  of  self  government;  as 
a  sacrifice  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  this 
nation  upon  the  altar  of  Qallick  despotism.    To 
this  <(acrifice  I  never  can,  I  never  will  consent; 
and  it  is.  therefore,  with  pleasure  1  shall  record 
my  decided  negative  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Clav.— We  cannot  trade  with  them 
without  acknowledging  their  independence.  If 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  do  this,  I  shall  consider  it 
as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  black  despotism  and 
usurpation. 

Mr.  Dana. — I  rise,  sir,  to  declare  my  approba- 
tion of  the  sentiments  expressed  by  my  honorable 
cullrague^  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith. 

This  bill,  from  the  nature  of  its  provisions,  I 
consider  as  inadequate  to  prevent  the  trade  with 
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f^  l^and  of  St.  Domitvgo.  At  the  satme  time, 
eonsHerin^  the  circumstances  undet  whieh  tt  has 
been  pressed  a  poo  oor  attention,  I  rievr  it  as  pe- 
cuKanj  ezceptionahle  in  principle,  and  as  inmv- 
ing  coosequences  which  may  beseverely  injarioos 
in  practice. 

I  will  not  attempt,  al  this  tiaae,  to  state  the  va- 
rioos  possible  consociueiices  of  passing  the  hill. 
Wfliioui  «sti|iMUiQg  the  prohability  of  its  beinf^ 
j^rdfd  bt  thote  who  fiow  rple  in  Hayti  «s  an 
4iet«f  hostility  against  theni,  and,  (heretore,  as  a 
cause  for  their  exercising  hostilities . against  this 
«oiinti!f ;  ndiboit  iMliinatiiig  the  ttadeDoy  of  such 
mMMMTtsto  dri«e.lhcin  to  aitenmt  Kartcbme  ea- 
Undm»^mad  t^Ms  to  caise  up  in  ihe  W«9t  ladies 
«  mck  Algiers,  disdogfoished  by  ^leelrily  and  fe- 
toeitf;  wifh^ut  preseoiinetoTiew  the  ooAseqvent 
dangers  to  the  property  of  oor  merchants  ami  the 
Irres  of  oor  seamen ;  the  sin^e  consideration  of 
the  circtimstances  under  which  we  are  now  re- 
quired to  act  upon  this  sabject,  is  sufficient  to  de- 
cide my  vote  against  the  present  hill,  even  if  it 
were  otherwise  of  no  moment.  As  one  of  the 
Representativetof  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
I  bold  it  not  my  imf  to  bow  to  the  maadafe  of 
any  foreign  P^wer.  lathisittrht  I  view  thecom- 
mnoioatioos  laid  before  the  &BBte,  lirom  Talley- 
nnd  mad  the  French  Minister  PlenipotentiaRy, 
reqairMg  the  interdiction  of  trade  with  &L  Do- 
BiBflQ,  under  the  order  of  their  imperial  master. 
With  soeh  sentiments,  it  is  imposMk  for  me  to 
be  ia  favor  of  the  present  bill. 

Mi.  Rbs^  of  Teoaessoe.^I  deny  that  this  bill 
is  the  effect  of  ao]r  reqaest  or  order  of  «the  French ; 
•t  is  an  aet  of  justice. 

Mr.  QaaacT.--It  was  my  intantion  to  have  en- 
tered fully  into  an  examination  of  the  prineipks 
«f  this  btJJ,  bat,  like  thegnmleman  froaa  Gonoec- 
tieat,  I  deem  mpelf  preeludcd  from  esecoMng 
this  purpose,  by  tba  temper  and  dispositioa  dit- 
eorered  by  the  House,  in  a  ^ommearcial  yiew,  it 
will  nAet  my  particular  conatitueats  but  little. 
The  mmrehonts  of  Boston  hare  beta  ooncerned  in 
this  commerce  to  a  vetj  limited  decree  only. 
Inhere  aac,  howerer,  principles  in  the  bill  affecting 
«oaaaeBeialcdnveiiiBnc6genflndly,^Huek  I  shonld 
ba^ve  4eeflwd  it  mj  duty  to  have  ooaaidered,  if  the 
caoraaof  pnoeeedmgadojftted  hy  the  Houses  had 
not  ecHiTinced  me  that  it  was  not  byargniDeot 
that  this  biU  was  Ca  be  citfjlriad,w«oiildbede£aated. 
The  bill  was  hud  a^on  aar  tables  f  ettadfaay.  In 
balf  «a  boar  after,  we  mun  oallad  mto  Coanmit- 
taa-of  the  Whale  iipoait,thaoagh  which  it  passed 
iasiantly  withoai  ajmeadment.  The  refprntroi  the 
CSomiaitlee  was  immediaielir  consldefed,  and  a 
moiMa  to  poacpoaelbr  a  tinnie  day  only,  was  vio- 
lentiy  opposed  by  the  gentlemen  froai  Yiigiaia, 
(Mr.  Btpoa,)  and  firom  MassaehoaBtts,  (Mr.  Bid- 
WBLL.)  It  is  troe,  as  has  been  said,  this  subject 
has  been  long  befure  the  S^enate,  but  it  is  the  first 
tiaae  that  I  efser  beard  that  the  members  of  this 
Booae  were  ia  iduiy  bound  to  he  prepared  to  act 
imioeiUaiely  apoo  an  im^ctant  queatioa^bacaase 
it  bad  bean  looa  noder  the  oooaidefatian  of  the 
oibtfibtanch  at  the  Lcgislatare.  A  similar  de- 
ipaa^  iHtote  and  datataniaatina  to  araaa  jbia  biU 
9th  Coa — 17 


to  its  final  passage,  has  been  equally  apparent  m 
this  dsy^  debate.  Considenag  the  magnitude  of 
its  principles  and  consequences,  the  course  adopt- 
ed IS  unprecedented.  Underothercircomstanoea, 
and  had  time  been  allowed  for  the  inrestigation, 
I  should  have  held  it  my  daty  to  hare  shown,  as 
I  think  it  might  be  done,  that  oar  restrictions  of 
this  ootnmerce  ought  to  extend  only  to  military 
apparatus,  and  not  to  the  denial  of  the  ordinary 
necessities  and  conveniences  of  life ;  that  the  laws 
of  nations  require  that  we  should  exercise  a  strict 
neutrality  between  France  and  Hayti ;  and  that  a 
declaration  of  noo*intereourse  was,  and  probably 
would  be  considered,  by  the  inhbbitaats  of  that 
island,  as  a  declaration  of  war.  But  opportaniiy 
has  not  been  allowed  for  the  examination  requis- 
ite to  the  establishment  of  these  points,  end  there 
is  obvfouslv  no  disposition  to  attend  to  it  were  it 
made.  I  ^faall,  therefore,  met ely  record  my  nega- 
tive to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Suf B«.^*I  know  of  no  foandation  for  the 
declaration,  that  this  bill  is  the  effect  of  an  order 
from  the  Minister  of  France.  I  believe  no  such 
order  would  a£fect  a  single  member  on  this  floor. 
Policy  requires,  our  duty  requires,  the  passing  of 
this  bill.  The  sabject  nas  been  fully  discussed, 
this  obd  the  last  sesaieo ;  there  is  no  haste ;  if 
gentlemen  wish  to  amend,  let  their  aaaendments 
he  braaght  forward ;  if  they  wish  farther  to  dis- 
cuss, the  House  is  ready  to  listen ;  the  principle 
of  this  bill  ia  akeady  settled,  and  has  long  been.  I 
look  not  at  cooaeqoenees ;  I  look  to  what  policy  and 
datyreqaife.  We  mast  oflbnd  France  or  Saint 
Damingo ;  bat  I  see  not  why  St.  Domio«>  shoaM 
heap  bi  arau  at  the  passage  of  this  bm.  I  tor 
the  effeace  of  no  nation ;  I  fear  onW  doing  wrong 
as  a  man,  and  as  a  legblator }  I  tear  oMNre  the 
oaa^e^uenees  oi  not  passing,  thaa  I  do  of  passing 
thisbilL 

Mr.  EAaLT.-*^!  had  hoped  this  bill  woald  pass 
without  such  observations  as  the  House  has  bean 
compelled  to  bear;  I  had  hoped  that  the  geh tie- 
man  from  Conoecticat,  (Mr.  Smith,)  vsually  so 
dbtioguiahed  by  the  urbanity  and  correctness  of 
bis  deportment  in  d^nte,  woald  have  forborie 
such  expressions  of  bitterness  aad  wrath.  Bat 
the  gentteman  could  not  omit  this  4q;>portuoity  of 
opposing  the  present  Administratiaa.  The  gea- 
tkaien  who  how  oppose  the  bill  were  the  cause 
of  iu  not  being  adopted  the  last  seasion.  When 
we  wished  to  pass  this  biU  the  last  session,  g«^- 
demen  who  are  now  opposed  to  it,  pretented  its 
passt^re  by  sayitig  that  there  was  no  cause  for  it, 
and  we  were  told  to  watj  till  France  s^ouM  re- 
monstrate against  the  intercourse.  Well,  France 
h^  remoostrated^  and  now  the  same  gentlemen 
tell  us  not  to  pass  the  bill,  because  she  has  remon- 
strated. Strange  I  Ttiere  may  be  other  grounds 
of  objections  to  this  bill,  which  gentlemen  choose 
not  to  avow.  There  is  a  disposition,  not  only  in 
fhis  House,  but  elsewhere— in  the  nubltc  print*^ 
which  fills  my  mind  with  awe.  After aU  we.can 
do,  the  object  seems  to  be-  to  <diaw  down  oo  us  the 
wtatb  af  other  Goverameats.  Look  at  a  cele- 
brated publication  in  the  Philadelpbia  gazettes. 
-What  is  tbe  ol^eat  af  tbati  aad  whac  istbe  abject 
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DOW  ?    Why,  to  tell  the  rerolters  of  St.  Domingo 
that  thev  have  just  cause  of  offence  or  of  war. 

Mr.  EiPPBs.— I  riae  to  express  my  approbation 
of  the  noTel  manner  in  which  some  gentlemen 
hare  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  bill. 
A  gentleman  from  Connecticut  rejoices  to  nega- 
tive this  bill ;  another  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut coincides  with  him,  and  a  ^ntleman  from 
Massachusetts  perfectly  af:ree8  with  him. 

Every  nation,  when  injured,  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand redress.  Has  not  France,  then,  this  riffht  ? 
Some  gentlemen  would  declare  SLDominffofree; 
if  any  gentleman  harbors  such  sentiments  let  him 
come  forward  boldly  and  declare  it.  In  such  case, 
he  would  cover  himself  with  detestation.  A  sys- 
tem that  would  bring  immediate  and  horrible  de- 
struction on  the  faireiit  portion  of  America* 

Mr.  Ely. — The  amount  of  the  trade,  and  the 
exact  situation  of  this  country,  I  knew  little  of  till 
yesterday.  I  have  attended  to  the  observations 
that  bare  been  made ;  but  I  hare  scarcely  heard 
any  reason  given  why  this  bill  should  be  passed. 
Hence,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  reason  had  lit- 
tle to  do  in  the  business,  unless  they  are  secret  rea- 
sons. 1  wish  for  reasons  for  passing  the  bill ;  Imt 
the  discussion  has  only  afforded  me  reasons 
affainst  them.  Hare  these  Haytians  no  rights? 
If  they  were  once  subjects  of  a  Government  that 
can  no  longer  hold  them,  has  that  nation  any 
right  to  call  on  us  to  starve  them  out;  to  starve 
these  people  into  subjection  to  that  Power?  €len- 
tlemen  have  said  that  we  wish  war.  I  trust  not. 
I  love  a  clear  sky,  good  looks,  and  pleasant  feel- 
ings. I  love  peace,  and  wish  it  as  much  as  any 
gentleman  in  the  House.  It  is  suggested,  and  I 
laar  too  truly,  that  these  people,  rude,  untutored 
sons  of  nature,  fired  with  the  full  force  of  the  lex 
UUiomSj  when  they  come  to  hear  of  this  hill,  will 
arm,  harass,  and  will  swarm  round  our  West  In- 
dia trade,  and  thus  injure  one  fourth  of  our  com- 
merce. I  deny  the  ncht  of  the  French  to  dictate, 
as  has  been  done.  I  deny  the  necessitv  or  policy 
of  yielding  to  the  orders  of  the  Frencn  Minister. 

Mr.  Smilib. — I  deny  that  the  inhabitanta  of  St. 
Domingo  are  a  nation.  Has  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  nation,  acknowledged  them  so?  No. 
How,  then,  are  tbey  to  be  considered  other  than  a 
part  of  France  ? 

The  bill  passed— ^reas  9a  nays  26,  aa  follows:. 

YxAS— EvsB  Alexsader,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Borwell  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedwger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanael 
Bishop,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jan^  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  George  Clinton,  jnn.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Or- 
chard Cook,  Leonard  Corington,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra 
Darby,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Earlv,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
fiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwhi  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Sflas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Mishael  Letb,  Duncan  Mao- 
Fariand,  Patridi  Magrader,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Maaten^Dawd  Morhiether»  Nicholas  B*  Meoi%  Tho* 


mas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Menow,  John  Morow«  Gnadsa 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugfa,  Thomas  M.  Randdph,  John  Rea  of  Penn^ 
▼ania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Joha 
Russell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  8andford,  Martin 
G.  Schnneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
SmiUe,  John  Smitbu  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Jos^  Stanton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  Whitdiill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliph^ 
alet  Wickes,  David  R.  WfiUams,  Marmadoke  Williaais^ 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Wins, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats  — Siks  BeCton,  Ma^  Ghttteadea,  Jaeob 
Crowninshield,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Daramoit,  ir., 
James  Elliot,  Csl^  Ellis,  William  Efy,  Seth  Haslhigi^ 
David  Hengh,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyea, 
William  McCreery,  Jeiemiah  Neben,  Timothy  Pitkia, 
junior,  Josiah  Quincj,  John  Cotton  Smith,  WiUiam 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samnri  Taggart,  Beiga- 
min  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thoou- 
son,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Veipland;, 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 


An 


WEnNBSPAT,  Febmary  26. 
enffrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  net 
entitled  ^ An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  sf 
War  to  issue  military  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  tha  bil 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  im- 
mediately. The  House  accordingly  resoJred  it- 
self into  the  said  committee ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  an  amead- 
meat  thereto,  which  was  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

(Jrdered,  That  the  said  amendment  be  ea- 
^ossed^  and,  together  with  the  bill,  read  the  third 
time  this  day. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-second  of  January  last,  presented  a 
bill  prescribing  the  effect  in  each  State  of  the  re- 
cords of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts  ef 
record  of erery  other  State;  which  was  thea  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  die 
Whole  on  Friday  next 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meat  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eolitled 
^  Aa  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Cir- 
cnit  Court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina  f 
Whereupon, 

Be§olvedf  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  aaid 
amendatent  with  aa  aaaendment. 

Aa  engroased  biU  enaMing  the  Presideat  of  the 
United  States  to  make  rescituticn  to  the  Oarers- 
ment  of  Denmark,  for  the  capture  and  ioadawiiia 
tion  of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the  HeftrM, 
and  her  cargo,  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
jmssed. 

Oo  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Home 
do  come  to  the  following  resoliHion: 

/teso/sect,  That dollars  on^  to  be  approprislid 

out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasaiy  not  otherwise^ 
propiiated,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  Petar  LandsMj 
kite  a  captain  of  oae  of  the  armed  Teasels  of  the  United 
States,  on  aceonnt  of  his  claim  to  prise  mope^aaoa- 
ing  firom  the  captures  made  and  carried  into  JBiagaa, 
in  the  year  onathottsaad  seven  huadrsd  and  asvwMy* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


617 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


518 


FkBRUABT,  180d. 


RemUsum  of  Duties. 


H.  ofR. 


■lae;  wludi  ram  shall  be  deducted  bom  hia  proportion 
of  thie  pme  money,  which  may  be  procured  from  the 
Dtniih  Gotemment  in  sfttiflfiu^on  of  the  claim  afore- 


Ordered,  That  the  said  resolation  be  referred 
to  the  consideratioo  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
thia  hf. 

The  House  aceordioffly  resolyed  itself  into  the 
wi  Committee,  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
n,  tlie  Committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  Hoase 
tieir  affreement  to  the  same.    Whereupon, 

Besotted^  That  this  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  agree- 
ment to  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
pursuant  thereto;  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Ciaims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^at  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  appoint- 
ing a  committee,  jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atirei,  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  '*  Act  tor 
the  farther  support  of  a  Library.'' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  mak- 
iog  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland  to  the  State  of  Ohio."  The  bill  was 
reported  with  several  amendments  thereto. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  CRowifiNSHiELo,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  baring  considered 
the  petition  of  Tristram  Hussey,  of  the  island  of 
Nantucket,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report : 

Hie  petitMiier,  with  Edward  Canr,  jun.,  and  others, 
merafaanta^  of  Nantncket,  were,  and  still  are,  the  own- 
as  of  the  ship  Union.  This  veaael  has  been,  for  some 
time  past,  employed  in  the  whaling  boaineaa,  with  an 
Amencan  master  and  orew,  regularly  documented  as 
a  veaael  of  the  United  State*.  In  the  vear  1801,  on 
Ihe  paasage  to  the  Braxila,  and  before  they  arrived  at 
the  Cape  de  Verd  lalanda,  they  obtain^  eight  casks  of 
fermaceti  oil,  and  aent  the  aame  to  New  York  in  an 
American  ▼easd.  The  collector  charged  seventy-two 
Mara  and  fifteen  eents  duty  on  the  oil,  notwilhataid- 
^  it  was  the  prodnee  of  American  fisheries.  Upon  a 
ssesnd  voyage  fai  the  same  ahq>,  in  the  foUowiiqp  vear, 
tbey  procnsed  twenty-seven  caadu  of  oH,  firem  whalea 
tskcn  «Q  the  paaMge,  prior  to  pasaing  the  Cape  de 
Verd  laboda,  and  t^^BEoitA  the  same  alao  in  an  Ameri- 
9tm  boHom  to  New  York,  where  the  ooUedor  again 
^siMftded  a  do^  on  its  importation,  and  they  were 
«Uig!ed  to  pa^  a  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
twaaly^tfiree  doQara  and  twenty-five  cents  for  the  du- 
ties«  In  both  instances,  the  oil  was  not  land^  at  any 
^r^gn  port.  It  was  actually  taken  from  the  ahip 
UnioB,  and  put  on  board  American  veaaela ;  and  the 
proof  exhibited  to  the  committee  is  inconteatable  that 
It  was  the  produce  of  the  American  whale  fiaheiy. 
The  coOector  of  New  York  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, have  charged  a  duty  on  t^  whole  cargo  of  oil 
napcnted  in  the  Union,  had  afae  entered  at  that  port, 
aa  m  the  two  cases  under  eonsidetation.  It  appears 
tbat  American  oil  cannot  be  anljeet  to  any  duty  what- 
•y«  There  is  no  law  known  to  'the  committee  that 
tsafc  la  alhiuaiie  a  similar  charge*    No  dnlgr  eta  be 


collected  on  artidea  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu^ 
fiu:ture,  of  the  United  States ;  and,  wherever  any  Amer- 
ican articles  have  been  returned  firom  foreign  countries, 
the  duty  ia  believed  to  have  been  invariably  remitted, 
or  rather  none  has  ever  been  demanded.  Oodfiah, 
taken  by  American  fishermen,  in  American  veaaela,  are 
not  diargeable  with  duty,  whether  imported  in  the  vee^ 
sel  in  which  they  were  caught,  or  on  any  other  Ameri^ 
can  bottom ;  surely,  then,  oil  of  the  American  fisheries 
must  be  entitied  to  a  similar  exemption  firom  duty. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Congresa  ought  to 
relieve  the  petitioners  firom  the  payment  of  the  duty 
charged  to  them,  without  the  authority  of  law  to  war- 
rant  it;  and  tiiey  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Raulvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  rea-y 
sonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Thubbuat,  February  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  lette^ 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  district 
east  of  Pearl  river,  of  British  grants  for  lands  ly- 
ing in  the  said  district,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
reguUting  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  which  wer^ 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law  rel- 
ative to  patents  for  inventions  or  discoveries  ui^ 
the  useful  arts  \  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  ox 
otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Fisk,  Spalding, 
Alexander,  and  Smilib,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  petition  ti  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Terri^^ 
tory  of  Lonsiana  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  such  of  them  as  had  families, 
or  were  actual  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory, 
on  or  before  the  20th  of  Deeeniberi  1803,  may 
have  granted  to  them,  respectively,  a  tract  of  land 
of  one  mile  square^  together  with  tne  usual  allow- 
ance granted  to  the  wife  and  family  of  each  se^ 
tier,  aeoording  to  the  usajges  and  customs  hereto- 
fore  established  in  the  said  Territorv. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
district  oi  Vtncennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory^ 
praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  fur- 
ther time  majr  be  allowed  to  them  for  filing  no- 
tices, and  making  proofs  of  claims  to  lands  within 
the  said  district. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Crowninsrield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  aiul  Manufactures,  who  were  directed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  fifth  instant, 
^*  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  survey 
to  be  made  of  the  shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape 
Lookout,  and  the  Frying  Pans,"  made  a  repou 
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thereon ;  whicb  was  read,\ind  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Crowinsbield,  from  the  same  eommittee, 
presented  a  bill  directiag  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Pear,  to  be  sur- 
veyed ;  wbicb  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
aOommittee  of  the  Whole  oto  Monday  next. 

An  enttrosted  hill  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
WVir  to  is^ue  military  land  warrants^ and  forother 
purposes,"  was  tead  the  third  time,  and  T^ised. 

Mr.  0. 1V.  CABfTBELL,  from  the  coifimiltee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  tenth  of  December 
last,  the  petition  of  the  Leffi^latire  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and,  on  the  third  ultimo, 
a  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatires  of 
the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon,  in  part, 
which  was  read,  and  orderea  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
6f  the  Senate  appointing  a  committee,  jointly 
with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purposes 
expressed  in  the  ^*act  for  the  farther  sopik)rt  of  a 
library:"  Whereupon 

Eesolved^  That  this  Hduse  doth  agree  to  the 
toid  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Joseph  ClAt,  Mr. 
*r.  M.  Randolph^  and  Mr.  Dana,  be  appointed  a 
<Sommittee  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  removing  the  limitation  of 
the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  empowering  the  Legislature  thereof  to  in- 
cl'ease  the  numl^of  Representatives  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  electors; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
roie^  and  hod  leave  to  sit  again. 

IMPOBTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

An  engrossed  biU  for  imposiog  a  lax  of  tea 
^•llars  on  all  slaves  hereafter*  Iniforted  into  the 
Onited  States,  was  iMd  the  third  lime. 

A  notion  was  made,  and  the  quetttoo  beinff 
mt,  that  me  fanker  oonsideratioa  of  the  said  btll 
be  poMpotoed  Meiuitely,  it  pasaed  in  the  sega- 
tiTe— yeas  42,  nays  e9,  as foUowa: 

TMA^^WiBiB  Alston,  jr.,  George  M .  Bedinger,  8ilu 
Jetton,  Phanael  Bidhop,  WUIitm  BlMikledge,  Tbeatits 
flkmjit,  WiUliam  Butler,  John  Cimpbell,  Levi  Csaey, 
BfUrtin  Chittottden,  Obristof^er  GItrk,  Matthew  Clsj, 
;laeobOowiltnshleld,  Samtral  W.  Dsoa,  John  finven- 
nort,  jr.,  CUas  Earia^  Pdm  Early*  Janw'EUiot,  VwiA 
%Uis,  Edwin  Ony,  John  Q.  JadBMo,  Thomas  Keoa^, 
Duncan  MaoFarknd,  Robert  Mariout  Jasiah  Maateis, 
Wflliam  MeCraeiy,  David  Merivrether,  Thomas  Moore, 
Ckirdon  8.  Mamfoid,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Kan- 
doh»h,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  8andford,  John 
C.  Smith,  ThomasSpalding,  William  Stedman^  8smuel 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  David  R.  Williams, 
•Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos.  Bar- 
ker, Burwell  Baasett,  Barnabas  Bldwell,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  Robert  Brown,  John  Chandler,  John  Glaibome, 
Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington, 
Richard  Cntts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Ebcne- 
amrEhner,  WiUiamBly,  Waiiam Fhidlty,  Jaaiai Kak, 


Charles  Goldsborougfa,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  AndfvW^ 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hastings,  William  Hehns,  David  Holmes,  Dwid 
Hough,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Miclia«l 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  PatHek  Ma- 
gmder,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  JoIm 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jeremiah  tieHman, 
Thomas  Newton,  hr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholaob,  CKdeoa 
Ohn,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Riehards,  Jobm 
Rnssen,  Peter  Bailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebaaazer  8«*. 
ver,  James  Bloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Si^th,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanfordt  Joseph 
Stanton,  Lewie  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Talbnadae,  Ba.vid 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jobn. 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 
On  motion, 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  Fisc,  Mr.  Bppes,  Mr.  Q^uinct, 
Mr.  J.  C  Smith,  Mr.  J.  Clat^  and  Mr.  Mabioh. 

PRIZE  MONE7. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais  was  read 
a  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  passed.    The 

Eetitioner  claimed  prize  money  due  him  in  1799; 
is  claim  was  upward  of  912,000. 
Mr.  Smith,  who  reported  the  bill,  stated  Hiat 
he  believed  the  petitioner  at  present  wished  but  a 
part  of  the  sum  due  him;  and  he  would  rfaank 
any  gentleman  to  name  a  aum  with  which  to  fill 
the  Uank. 

Mr.  NicaoLeoif  gave  a  rery  affecting  atmte- 
mentctf  the  petitioner's  situation,  and  Baoved  in 
flU  the  blank  with  $0,000.  It  was  ao  filled  wiik- 
out  a  dissentient  voice. 

JCUIINALS  OP  COlfOllBM. 

TSAt.  Clav  called  fbr  the  resolution  to  puretinae 
one  hundred  and  thirty  sets  of  FdlweiPa  edi- 
tion of  the  Journals  of  Congress  under  the  Con- 
federation. 

Mr.  JAOEaoN.— I  -do  not  perceive  that  tbeaa 
Journals  are  more  Taluable,  in  a  political  viev,  or 
aaoce  neeessaiy  for  members  or  Congresa,  than 
fnany  other  works  that  could  be  mentioned.  1 
aee  iMit  wkf  flbe  lawa  of  Congress,  er  the  Jaira  ^ 
malioas,  hi^hfy  vakmbie  and  naeetser^  tieet iee% 
ahouki  net  elaitn  a  plaoe  im  point  ot  Milky  mm 
adeneaihe  Joumel»of<he01d  CSof^grtei.  1  «ai 
opposed  fo  the  raiduiifion,  wot  on  ecodant  of  tte 
autti,  bttf  ftrm  uf  dislike  ef  ibe  fnoeiflK  'Yb4i 
may  as  Well  take  so  tnUch  moneyiWwb  ibe  T r<aw> 
ury,  and  pui^hase  what  botfka  yon  pleast.  "TlicHI 
nre  manvnewmettibers  in  thisiiouse,w4H>  a 
interested ;  the  books  are  ibr  the  new  memhets 
this  aud  succeeding  Congresses.  I  have 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  their  voting. 

Mr.  Leib. — The  new  members  are  Intereated. 
so  also  were  the  members  who  have  beretofoi 
voted  for  the  purchase  of  these  Journals  for  th 
selves.    1  received,  when  I  became  a  member 
this  House,  a  set  of  theke  Journals;  I  wiah  t 
who  come  after  me  may  also  receive  them, 
would  mete  to  oth^t  the  measttra  that  k  meced 
me. 

Mr.  Anareii.— 0«ff 
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been  fvraished  with  these  Journals.  Perhaps  this 
Te^QtioD  is  iotended  to  favor  some  printer^  who 
has  these  Tolumes,  and  finds  it  difficult  to  dispose 
of  thern. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,— There  are  300  copies  of  these 
Jonroals  now  in  the  Library. 

lit.  LctB.— These,  I  presume,  are  for  the  use  of 
the  members  while  here. 

Mr.  Blount. — They  are  for  the  use  of  members 
htK',  here  tbey  are  wanted.  I  can  see  no  just 
title  that  members  can  have  to  take  home  these 
/oornals,  more  than  any  other  books  tli^y  may 
wisk  to  read  or  to  possess. 

Mr.  Jlckboh, — Why  not  also  deliver  every 
sew  member  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
nress^  and  the  laws,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Constitution  i  There  are  three  hun- 
dred sets  of  these  volumes  in  the  Library,  for  the 
use  of  members.  At  the  commencen^ent  of  a 
session  any  member  can  take  out  a  set,  take  them 
to  his  lodgings,  keep  them  during  the  session,  and 
return  them  at  its  close.  This  has  been  my  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  NicHOLBon.— I  observe  several  new  mem- 
bers disinclined  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  When 
I  was  a  new  member,  I  voted  in  favor  of  a  similar 
leaoluiion  with  great  readiness,  I  consider  these 
Jouroais  as  the  best  volumes  in  my  library.  I 
wiab  a  greater  extension  to  the  circulation  of 
these  70Jumes.  Let  the  events  of  those  times  be 
more  fully  known,  and  remembered,  that  they  may 
be  banded  down  to  posterity.  I  fear  we  are  for- 
getting those  times;  we  ar^  forgetting  the  occur- 
rences of  those  days ;  and,  sir,  forgetting  the  great 
prineiples  whicl^  governed  the  lUvolution.  *  Let 
us  bring  back  those  principle^.  Hard,  distressing 
indeed,  were  thoae  times ;  times  they  truly  were 
in  which  ihe  souls  of  men  were  tried.  Such  may 
I  never  see  again ;  but,  would  to  God  I  could  dis- 
cover a  return  of  the  great  and  excellent  princi- 
ples that  reigned  in  those  days. 

Mc  JjLCKBon* — I  rise  to  make  some  remarks  in 
replv  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Air.  Nicholson.— Will  the  gentleman  suffer 
mc  to  explain?  In  my  observations,  I  had  no 
re&rence  whatever  to  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, nor  to  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  am  extremely  sorry  that,  in 
the  eourse  of  my  remarks,  I  sboula  ev^r  be  obliged 
to  take  notice  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
or  of  hi»  argimients ;  it  is  not  frojp  apy  ren^^ci  I 
bear.  him. 

Mr.  NicBOLSON. — I  much  renet  that  anything 
which  I  may  have  said  should  nave  given  rise  to 
sueh  ebullition  of  wrath  as  has  been  exhibited  by 
the  sentleman  from  Virginia.  I  am  not  desirous 
of  oWining  thai  gentleman's  respect ;  if  I  wished 
iL  I  might  court  it  by  pursuing  a  line  of  conduct 
like  his.  1  might  thus  obtain  his  respect;  but  I 
preier  the  pursuit  of  my  own  ways^  that  I  may  be 
able  to  respect  myselC 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called.  The  yeas 
were  76— -nays  31,  as  follows : 

TaAs— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jul,  Imsc 
AadarwB,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Bctt9i|,  Bamahaa  Bidw^   Phannel   Bishop,  John 


Blake,  Jan.,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne^ 
Chris.  Clark,  Joseph  Chiy,  O.  Clinton, jun.,  Fred.  Con- 
rad, Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  John  Ih.^ 
enport,  kin.,  Elies  Barle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  ElUa,  Eb- 
eoeser  Elmer,  Wiiliam  Ely,  William  Findley,  Jamsa 
Fiak,  Bilas  Halsey,  8eth  Hastings,  David  Helmes^ 
Walter  Jones,  Jamea  Ksllf,  Nehemkh  Kni^t,  Mii- 
chael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patr 
ridL  Magruder,  Josish  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Da- 
vid Menwethtr,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mamford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Jos^h  H.  NicholsQa» 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Thomas  Sandibrd,  Martin  Q. 
8chuneman,  John  8milie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jphtt 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei\ja* 
min  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  l%omas,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Hri  Tnem, 
PhiHp  Van  Cortlandt,  John  WhitehiU,  Bliphalel 
WidLee,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wymw. 

NATs-^BorweU  Bassett,  Williaa  BlacUedge,  ThA» 
mas  Bkrant,  WiUiam  Butler,  Maxtin  Chittende% 
Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cutis,  William  Dieksei» 
Jaoses  BUiet,  James  M.  Garnett,  Petenoa  Ooodmi» 
Edwin  Gniy,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  U  Green,  wilf 
liam  HelBf^  David  Hough,  John  G*  J^d^soa,  Dnncai^ 
MacFariand,  John  Monew,  Gideon  Ohn.  Peter  SaiUx^ 
Thomas. Sammons*  Ebenezer  l^ver,  i^v^  91oa% 
Samuel  Smith*  Thomas  Spakling,  Joseph  Stanton.  Jor 
seph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth*  David  Rf  WUr 
liains«  and  Richard  Wi|m. 

Ordsred,  That  a  bill,  or  billai  be  brought  in 
Mrauant  to  the  said  resolutions  and  th^t  Measra. 
Clat,  Samopobo,  ^d  ELue»  do  prepare  tL^^ 
bring  in  the  same. 

Fridat,  Pebroary  28. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  rer 
ferred,  on  the  third  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Or* 
leans,  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  such  part  of  the  said  memorial 
as  remains  unacted  upon,  be  referred  to  the  Con^- 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  ^An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to 
State  Judges  and  State  Courts,"  reported  to  the 
House  their  agreement  to  the  same,  with  several 
amepdqients. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  and  asreed  to  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  seventh  instant,  ^  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  additional  provisiona 
are  necesisary  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  territories  of  the  United  States ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read, and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
pej^n  or  persons  to  import,  or  bring  into  the  Ter- 
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ritories  of  the  United  States,  any  slave  or  slaves 
that  may  hereafter  be  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  m^ 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  Mr.  Jacksok,  Mr.  Spalding, 
Mr.  Kelly,  and  Mr.  Blaokledge,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  resolutions  of  a  select  committee  relative 
to  the  fortification  of  ports  and  harbors  were  read. 

The  first  resolution  appropriates  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  this  purpose. 
.   Mr.  I)aw80N  advocated  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Clinton. — The  only  question  is  the  most 
suitable  means  of  defence.  If  it  should  be  con- 
cluded that  defence  by  fixed  batteries  would  be 
impracticable,  let  us  vote  a  large  sum  for  the  build- 
ing of  gunboats ;  or  go  further,  and  vote  a  large 
aum  for  the  increase  of  our  navy.  Something 
must  be  done.  New  York  has  been  the  scene  of 
pointed  insult :  seamen  have  been  taken  from  the 
bosom  of  her  harbor :  and  what  redress  have  we 
had  ?  Why,  the  President  has  remonstrated,  and 
the  officer  who  was  guilty  of  this  flagrant  miscon- 
duct has  been  punished  by  being  taken  from  a 
frigate,  and  placed  in  the  command  of  a  seventy- 
four.  I  would  have  wished  that  notice  had  been 
previously  given  when  this  subject  would  be  called 
up,  for  I  am  unprepared  to  meet  it,  having  left  at 
my  iodftings  papers  relating  to  it. 

Mr.  Smilie.— I  shall  move  that  the  Committee 
rise :  and  I  will  briefly  assign  my  reasons.  I  am 
friendly  to  the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  har- 
bors ;  but  if  we  are  willing  to  crouch  under  all  the 
injuries  and  insults  that  have  been  or  hereafter  may 
be  imposed  upon  us,  I  see  no  need  of  fortifying. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  still  left  among  us 
some  portion  of  the  American  character,  some  of 
that  spirit  ^that  was  wont  to  belong  to  it,  then  let 
us  defend  it  by  the  building  of  gunboats,  the  erect- 
ing of  fortifications,  &c.  fiut  I  first  wish  to  know 
wnat  this  House  intend  to  do,  with  respect  to  com- 
mercial restrictions  and  non-intercourse.  I  think 
that  subject  ou^ht  to  be  first  settled :  I  hope  there- 
fore the  Committee  will  rbe,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Cook.— I  hope  we  shall  prepare  for  hostility 
before  we  provoke  it.  I  trust  we  shall  not  com- 
pel a  declaration  of  war  before  we  are  in  a  situa- 
tion to  resist    I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  rise. 

Mr.  Dawson. — i  also  hope  sincerely  that  the 
Committee  will  not  rise.  It  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
astonishment,  that  in  and  out  of  doors  nothing  is 
heard  but  complaints  that  no  efiectoal  measures 
are  adopted,  in  these  times  that  call  so  loudly  for 
them :  and  yet,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  come 
to  something  decisive,  the  first  sound  that  invades 
our  ears  is  a  cry  for  postponement.  If  we  intend 
to  support  the  American  name  and  character,  it 
u  time  something  should  be  done ;  they  are  not 


to  be  supported  by  empty  declamations,  but  br 
energetic  measures :  and  I  nope  our  protection  irrifl 
arise  from  our  measures,  and  not  consist  only  in 
words. 

Fifty  were  for  the  rising  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  fifty-six  against  it 

Mr.  CooE  moved  to  strike  out  $150,000,  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated  to  fortifications,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  $300,000. 

Mr.  BiDWELL. — I  am  opposed  to  striking  oat. 
The  object  of  the  appropriation  is  not  to  put  our 
fortifications  in  a  state  of  defence  against  a  largne 
fleet  \  the  object  is  only  to  repair.  I  am  incUned 
to  distrust  the  possibility  of  defending  our  ports 
and  harbors  by  land  batteries;  but  I  am  in  faTor 
of  repairing.  For  one,  therefore,  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevaiL 

For  striking  out  46 — against  it  67. 

Mr.  Macon. — I  cannot  but  consider  the  present 
resolution  as  the  commencement  of  a  system  of 
fortifications  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other.  I  can  see  neither  the  necessit^r  nor  the 
policy  of  this  second  trial  of  the  credit  of  this 
Government ;  it  was  once  found  that  money  could 
not  be  procured  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates 
for  less  than  eight  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Three  modes  of  defence  are  embraced  in  the 
resolutions;  fortifications,  gunboats,  and  line-of- 
battle  ships.  It  is  in  my  apprehension  much  bet- 
ter to  expend,  if  we  conclude  to  expend  at  all,  on 
one  of  the  proposed  ways  only.  Great  Britaia 
has  no  fortifications  of  consequence ;  she  places 
her  defence  in  her  navy.  No  nation  can  support 
both. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  of  an  American  spirit  I  hope 
I  have  as  much  of  it  as  any  gentleman ;  but  it  is 
as  much  the  character  of  the  American  spirit  to 
conclude  coolv,  and  act  accordingly,  as  to  talk 
loudly.  Members  of  this  House  are  not  the  only 
persons  to  jud^e  of  this  spirit ;  our  constituents 
are  the  proper  judges. 

We  have  about  a  million  of  dollars  to  spare  ia 
the  Treasury ;  the  appropriations  which  these  re- 
solutions contemplate,  amount  to  nearly  that  som. 
Cannot  the  money  be  put  to  a  better  use  ?  All 
the  money  we  have  spent  in  fortifications  has  heeu 
useless.  If  we  expend  a  small  sum  like  this,  it 
will  be  in  vain ;  we  must  calculate  to  a  g^eat 
amount,  if  we  expect  completelv  to  fortify.  What 
would  $60,000  do  towards  defending  the  city  of 
New  York  ?    It  would  effect  no  defence. 

On  the  subject  of  the  seventy-fours.  I  am  for  a 
different  plan.  We  ouffht  not  to  think  of  buildin|r 
till  we  have  navy  yards  suitable ;  but,  above  au, 
we  ought  to  prepare  ourselves  to  be  able  to  build: 
We  ought  to  create  a  vast  debt,  to  fund  a  debt,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  forty  or  fifty  of  those  sev- 
enty-fours. For  what  can  we  do  with  six  only 
in  the  time  of  war?  They  will  not  dare  to  Ten- 
ture  out.  They  must  be  docked  here  in  the  Bast- 
em  Branch.  Six  miffht  answer  the  purpose  oa 
the  Barbary  coasts ;  but  you  must  have  a  fleet 
equal  to  Great  Britain  if  you  expect  defence  ia 
this  way.  We  cannot  build  and  support  such  a 
fleet.  I  believe  it  was  once  demonstrated,  by  m 
able  a  man  as  ever  graced  this  or  any  other  Lcgts- 
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ktore,  that  no  nation  was  ever  able  to  build  and 
maintain  a  large  narf.  On  tbe  tnbject  of  n^on- 
boats^l  beliere  them  Mter  adapted  to  the  defence 
of  ovr  harbors  than  any  other.  If  we  were  now 
ai  war  with  any  nation,  howerer  ffentlemen  may 
be  smwised  at  the  declaration.  I  think  we  should 
d»  wefl  to  lend  our  nary  to  another  nation  also  at 
war  m'ch  that  with  whieh  we  might  be  at  war ;  for 
I  i&Mk  such  nation  would  maaage  it  more  to  our 
atfraataga  than  onrselres. 

Mr.  Dawsoic. — The  honorable  Speaker  has  en- 
Joged  on  the  whole  of  the  resolntions  instead  of 
oonfining  himself  to  the  one  before  the  House. 
He  calls  this  the  commencement  of  a  system  of 
fortificatioiia.  He  must  know  that  ih  commenced 
under  the  former,  and  has  been  continued  by  the 
present  Administration. 

Mr.  Cook.—* I  am  not  sorry  that  this  debate  has 
taken  themnge  it  has.  Indeed  the  three  resolutions 
are  so  connected  with  each  other,  that  maoT  of  the 
aiguments  which  apply  to  the  first,  may  with  equal 
propriety  apptj  to  the  others;  they  all  amount  to 
the  question  ot  policy  or  impolicy  of  adopting  or 
lejeeiin^  this  system  of  defence. 

1  am  in  favor  of  tbe  report  of  the  seleet  com* 
mittee,  because  it  prorides  for  a  species  of  defence, 
whieh  aJone  can  be  brought  into  action,  against 
0T€rj  offndtng  nation. 

I  consider  erery  class  of  American  citizens  as 
equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  your  QoTera- 
meat;  and  that  such  was  the  expectation  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Are  not  all  classes 
equally  bound  to  obey  your  Qoremment  ?  €Uirely 
they  are.  They  ha?e  all  then  equally  a  right  to 
your  proteetion;  for  protection  and  okiedience  are 
reeiproeal  duties.  Your  merchants  and  your 
manners  are  then  as  much  entitled  to  protection 
in  their  fiursuits,  as  are  those  whose  pursuits  are 
agricultwal.  Shall  your  laws  give  protection  to 
your  seamen,  jour  merchants  and  their  property, 
while  in  your  nvers  and  ports,  or  within  soundinrs ; 
and  will  you  abandon  them  on  the  high  seas,  the 
comnmi  property  of  all  nations  ?  Where  will  tou 
draw  the  line  of  demarkation  bejond  which  they 
shall  be  mt  the  ban  of  the  empire  1  They  must  be 
protected,  sir,  in  all  places.  Our  dominions  consist 
of  land  and  water — ^we  hare  a  property  in  severaltf , 
and  one  ia  common  and  undirided.  The  ocean  is 
this  property — it  is  the  highway  of  nations.  The 
Umiu  ct  a  maritime  country,  sir,  are  undefinable. 

In  encouraging  and  protecting  commerce,  irou 
equallT  encourage  and  protect  agriculture.  They 
dmena  on  each  other.  A  wound  giren  to  the  one, 
afleets  the  other.  Agriculture  and  commerce,  sir, 
are  not,  as  some  suppose,  in  hostility  to  each  other ; 
they  are  co-ordiaate  and  correlative;  the  speed  of 
the  ship  is  the  speed  of  the  plough.  Without  the 
nctiTe  commerce  of  this  country,  agriculture  would 
be  cboked  by  a  surplus  of  produce  and  the  want 
of  a  market  At  a  time  of  peace,  at  this  very  time, 
sir,  what  ships  but  Americans  can  transport  the 
indffgeooos  productions  of  the  country,  at  a  com- 
mon freight  and  peace  premium?  There  are  none, 
sir^  the  increased  premium  is  an  abatement  of  the 
pnee  of  exports.  Depress  the  enterprise  of  the 
Bcmhant;  abandon  the  protection  or  your  navi- 


gation ;  and  the  planter  will  become  dependent  on 
the  fortuitous  arrival  of  belligerent  ships  for  a 
market  and  a  price. 

What  is  the  consequence  if  you  do  not  g^uard 
your  commerce  ?  The  rates  or  premium  will  be 
advanced  to  an  incalculable  amount.  True«  the 
consumer  eventually  pays;  but  the  coasumers  are 
all  your  people :  who  would  thus  indirectly  pay  a 
tax  perhaps  treble  or  quadruple  the  amount  of  cost 
in  providing  and  maintaining  a  naval  defence: 
and  which  is  the  most  honorable?  Which  will 
most  impair  vour  revenue,  already  greatly  injured 
from  want  or  protection  ? 

I  have  said  that  the  ocean  is  the  common  high- 
way of  nations ;  such  it  ought  to  be ;  but  new  prin- 
ciples are  interpolated  into  the  law  of  nations :  rob- 
bers and  pirates  now  infest  every  sea.  The  Med- 
iterranean no  longer  excites  superior  dread; 
spoliations,  insults  and  injuries,  are  now  brought 
home  to  our  shores :  whole  kingdoms  are  about 
to  be  declared  in  blockade ;  and  I  know  not  what 
will  escape  being  considered  as  contrabapd  of  war. 
What,  sir,  are  now  the  rights  of  neutrals,  but 
the  right  to  complain  ?  The  modern  law  of  na- 
tions, sir,  is  now  what  a  single  nation  chooses  to 
fashion  it  for  maritime  domiaation. 

Sir^  it  is  fairly  presumable  that  a  large  majority 
of  thu  House  are  indignant  at  our  wrongs,  and 
disposed  to  resent  them:  on  the  subject  ol  means 
only  we  differ. 

Many  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  acts  of  non-im« 
portation.  But  will  this  amount  to  protection? 
to  that  protection,  sir,  to  which  our  commercial 
brethren  are  so  justly  entitled  ?  Our  merchanu 
have  suffered  areatly ;  some  half,  and  some  wholly 
ruined.  ShaH  we,  for  their  sttisfaction,  tell  them 
and  others,  that  they  may  haul  their  vessels  into 
dock  to  rot,  while  a  non-importation  act  may  con- 
tinue to  operate  ?  Is  this  granting  them  protec- 
tion ?  Whence  is  it  that  your  revenue  is  derived, 
by  which  your  national  debt  is  lessened ;  by  which 
your  civil  list  is  paid,  your  very  Government  sup- 
ported ?  From  commerce ;  and  will  you  muxzle 
the  ox  that  treadeth  out  your  com  ?  What  but 
commerce  has  raised  this  country  to  so  enviabte 
a  height  of  prosperity  ?  What  but  commerce,  or 
taxes  on  commerce,  has  enabled  you  to  build  the 
navy  you  have ;  has  empowered  you  to  resist  the 
encroachments  and  insults  of  foreign  governments; 
or  furnish  the  means  to  save  our  western  brethren 
from  the  inroads  of  the  savage  ?  Of  what  benefit 
was  it  to  the  Northern  Sutes  that  miUions  of  the 
public  money  were  spent  in  support  of  a  western 
army,  and  in  defence  of  Mississippi  navigation? 
Thb  is  not  a  question  to  be  asked ;  for  Qovern- 
ment  was,  and  is  bound  to  protect  every  part,  and 
the  rights  of  every  class  of  citizens.  E  PlurQmf 
Unum  is  the  motto  of  our  Government.  If  disu- 
nion, geographical  distinctions,  and  local  interests 
are  nourished,  we  shall  beconie  the  dupes  of  our 
own  sordid  views  and  an  easy  prey  to  any  foreign 
assailing  foe. 

We  are  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  having  upwards  of  a  million  tons  of  ship- 
ping. Is  our  navy  anyway  proportionable?  By  oar 
oommerce  and  our  numbers,  oompared  with  other 
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naiioiw,  aboHM  we  to  the  sftme  manner  prdportion 
ottr  Biyal  strength;  on  the  bastk  of  numbers,  we 
•re  entitled  to  thirtjr  ships-of-the-lme  att^  se?«toty 
ftmtes. 

Borne  gentlemen  are  in  faivor  of  abaaionuig 
oottmerce  to  itself.  Let  commerce  take  care  m 
itself,  say  they.  If  the  merchant  canwM  pursue 
bis  occupation  in  safety  and  to  advaotaffe,  fet  him 
quit  it,  retire  from  the  seanortt  and  tale  hold  of 
the  l^bugh.  As  well  might  we  tdl  our  brethren 
of  the  West: — If  the  Indians  harass  you,  and  you 
cannot  pursue  your  agrieulturai  concerns,  come 
here  to  our  ports,  and  take  to  the  mack  and  the 
fishing-line  for  siipport.  No,  sir^  we  are  not  to 
abandon  our  different  occupations,  bat  to  be  pro- 
tected in  them. 

I  hardly  should  think  the  request  of  eur  bmt" 
cfaaats  unreasonable,  if  they  should  hold  to  you 
language  of  this  sort:  All  your  revenue  is  de- 
rived from  us;  girc  us  a  naTsd  defence  in  propor- 
'  tion  to  the  amount  of  our  tonnage,  and  to  the 
revenue  yon  leoeiTe  from  as.  Such  a  naval  de^ 
feate  would  very  fiir  exceed  a  hundred  lar^ 
armed  vessels.  But  sudi  ii  not  the  deiaand ;  their 
request  amounts  to  but  a  small  part  of  what  can 
be  afforded ;  a  gtadttal  increase  of  our  navy,  the 
expense  of  which  will  hanUj  be  ftlt;  which  will 
i»  part  be  paid  by  the  additieaal  revenue  arising 
from  additional  defence  and  aecuritv-  Much  revc 
nue  has  been  sacrificed  for  want  or  naval  defence, 
and  hereafter,  in  proportion  lo  the  increase  of  our 
dommeree  will  be  the  increase  of  o  v  losses,  ualess 
that  ooiamerce  be  fo8tere4  by  a  proleotior  navy. 

€k-eat  Britain  knows  the  nature  of  our  Govern- 
im^nt,and  its  wishes  to  maintaia  peaee;  she  ez- 
peels  vie  skatt  show  our  NBcntmeat,  and  se^k  our 
vedvess  by  the  ptsalsf  sone  species  of  aoo-iatlef- 
eourse  act.  Let  ui,  sir,  disappoint  her ;  thediaap^ 
pomtment  will  have  a  good  effect. 

Some  gentlemen  have  supposed  the  ntctven  t  Bx> 
eaative  of  the  Unitbd  Statea  unfrieaJllj  to  com* 
meree.  The  beU^f  must  be  uafeunded  m  correct 
BCss.  No  man  can  bclieva  this  after  readtdg  the 
President's  report,  mad^  while  he  was  Secretary 
af  State.  He  ia  trietidly  to  our  coounerce,  and 
must  be  friendly  to  its  protection. 

Thete  are  many  ffeatlenwa,  wIh),  under  tlie  Ad- 
■uaistration  prebedtng  the  present,  were  much 
opposed  to  the  creatioa  of  a  navy.  They  wish  to 
preserve  consistency,  and  hence  continue  their 
Opposition.  Bat,  are  not  cases  altered  by  drcma- 
atances9  What  might  have  been  hiabiy  impro- 
per then^  may  ba  sorictly  proper  and  necessary 
ikow. 

Oeademen,  and  among  others  the  honorable 
Speaker,  have  said  that  we  are  now  about  com< 
arraeing  a  new  system.  Sorely  this  is  not  a 
^aestioQ  about  the  creation  of  a  navy.  A  navy 
we  a  beady  have.  Il  commeaced  under  the  form- 
er Administmtion;  it  has  been  continued  by  thia. 
Tl»  question  is,  shall  we  or  shall  we  not  ia^ 
crease  that  navy  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our 
affairs? 

It  is  said  that  a  naval  force  tends  to  the  povo* 
tation  of  insults  and  injuries;  and  unleas  it  be  im 

' It  must  saoQ  be  tfaatroyed;    It  is  fimn 


nothings  past  that  this  argament  can  be  drawo. 
Where  was  ever  a  nation  possessed  of  naval  force, 
whose  navy  was  evar  wholly  des^oyed?  LiOok 
to  all  the  minor  Powers  of  Burope ;  I  meaa  rniaor 
in  naval  importanee.  They  may  have  been  par- 
tially injured^  or  greatly  crippkd,  bat  aone  of 
them  have  been  destroyed)  although  ao  mticla 
nearer  to  points  of  collision  than  we  are. 

Sir,  we  are  a  nation  inereasing  with  fa|Hditjr 
in  wealth,  numbers,  and  general  prosperity.  It 
will  indeed  be  strange,  if  we  expeoi  as  we  gro^nr 
great  to  aaia  respectability  by  our  pusiilaaimkjr* 
No,  sit,  the  only,  or  eertainly  the  UKist  saie  wmy, 
of  gaininff  the  respect  of  other  natioas,  ia  hj 
adopting  the  -means  that  ail  nations  adopt  to  bo- 
oome  great;  it  is  by  our  power  thait  we  are  lo  bo 
respected,  and  our  rights  and  liberties  maiatataocL 

A  aatv  equal  to  that  of  Or^t  Biitaift  is  »oi- 
ther  neoMd  nor  expected  by  our  atecohaala,  who 
are  anxious  for  a  navy  as  the  only  efficient  defeaoe 
against  all  nations.  In  future  ttmes,  if  ware  oaa- 
not  be  avoided,  (and  a  power  to  wage  war  is  ik» 
best  security  m  peace,)  when  we  may  ba  oppoeecl 
to  Bogland,  the  other  Powers  of  Rurope  mi  bo 
with  usf  when  aclio|r  with  England  against  other 
Powers  our  force  wiU  be  inesislible.  I  heliovie^ 
dr,  that  if  ever  the  enormous  and  gigaotio  power 
of  the  British  Neptune  is  to  be  eur  tailed,  it  aaast 
be  the  work  of  AmeHc^ns.  Yea.  sir,  our  aauail 
oommandefs  are  deatuiod  hereafter  to  reap  iaonalo 
for  victories  ohtaioed  <wer  British  ahtpa.  Whoa- 
an  armed  neutmllty  was  formerly  ^}ettad|  b»d 
we  then  pceaeased  a  aavy,  we  might  prohayy 
have  rendered  UMiah  assistance  in  checlEmg  tha 
naval  power  of  £Uigland.  They  have  liceoaaa 
the  tyrants  of  the  oocan  ;  they  have  a  away  ovae 
the  seas^  far  bay«ond  what  they  ought  to  pasaaaoi 
it  is  necessary  to  lessen  that  power;  and  ought  wo^ 
not  to  yield  oar  proportion  of  Caree  for  that  pia^ 
pose? 

We  talk  much  of  favoriag  and  proteatiag  iko 
righu  of  man.  Has  maa  ao  rights  on  the  oenm  7 
Uave  not  oar  dtiaens  rights  on  the  water  as  well 
as  oa  the  land  ?  We  seem  to  have  one  right,  aod 
only  one,  on  the  water ;  it  is,  sir^  the  right  to  su^ 
fer  and  complain ;  we  have  abundaac<i  of  thia 
right. 

Qeatlemen  may  say  that  our  debt  will  iacreaae 
with  ournavy;  and  that  we  shall  be  uaab&e  (o 
pay  our  national  debt  as  soeo  as  premiaed.  Tbo 
present  Admtaistrattoe,  or  tJke  present  douMaant 
party,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  is  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment ttf  the  national  debt  withia  a  limited  t*iiio» 
Sir,  1  consider  such  pledge  most  impolitio.  Sarolyy 
if  we  should  be  invadec!^  or,  if  any  other  great  «x- 
igebcy  should  demand  it,  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  go  millions  in  debt*  This  pledge^  this  promise, 
can  be  dispensed  with  then.  Aaa  when  oaora 
than  now  was  there  a  caU  for  dispensing  with 
this  impolitic  eagajromeat  ?  When  were  oar  rights 
more  insuhed?  fiogland  ftampliag  on  them; 
and  Spain  threatening  to  shut  up  our  ports  with 
half  a  doaen  Ufie-of'^battle  ships.  I  will  ask,  sop- 
pose  Spain  or  Great  Brttaia  should  attempt  to 
block  up  the  Chesapealnt,  or  the  port  of  New  York| 
what  could  be  done  ?    Our  irigateacoold  do  aot^ 
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log  lo  w\9i  the  assault.  No,  sir,  the  whole  of 
them  would  be  iDCompetent  to  meet  the  foe.  Nor 
must  we  always  depend  on  the  hostility  of  foreign 
nations  towards  each  other,  even  for  a  partial  de- 
fence of  our  commerce.  If  we  have  an  efficient 
Ibree,  we  shall  be  respected,  our  commercial  rights 
will  be  maintainable,  and  our  alliance  courted  by 
other  nations.  Ltt  ns  tbaA  set  our  shoulders  to 
the  bardem. ;  and  in  the  hour  of  difficulty^  if  neoes- 
la/T,  look  round  for  friends  and  allies* 

An  increase  of  the  navy  would  also  ha.ye  a 
food  doaestic  efieet.  Manv  of  our  merchants 
are  opposed  to  the  present  Admin istratiooi  crron- 
esvsly  Tie  wing  it  as  inimical  to  commerce ;  hut, 
air,  the  present  Administration  are  friends  to  com- 
mctcial  rights;  hasaot  diminished  the  navy,  nor 
Jbfts  it  ov^r  been  the  opinion  of  the  Executive 
that  it  ought  to  be  diminished.  His  commonica- 
tioa  r«laiiv«  (Q  seventy'>fouf«gun  ships  all  under- 


Some  have  said  that  the  liberties  of  a  people 
weae  liable  to  be  overthrown  by  a  navy.  I  can- 
nel  discover  thai  it  has  the  least  tendency  that 
'way.  Gkncnds  have  overthrown  the  liberties  of 
nations,  but  I  certainly  never  fead  of  an  admiral 
tjhet  aaade  hipiself  a  despot*  I  believa  history 
affi>rds  no  such  examples. 

IT  it  should  be  coniended  that  the  crteation  of 
%navjr  would  lead  to  the  odious  and  tyrannical 
pmetiee  of  impreiaiBf  seamen,  1  would  ask  what 
la  the  impertaa^  dil^eenee  between  impressing 
«Msn  to  go  on  board  your  armad  vessels  and  fight 
yonr  battles,  and  draughting  men,  to  go,  perhaps. 
MM*  Ike  fipont  rapka  ef  iha  warmest  MigMenient  ? 
1»  eitket  easo^  yon  oompel  men  to  &nt  where 
tiMjr  do  not  wish.  B«t  I  do  not  think  there  is 
nmf  dmifef  of  our  being  under  tke  necessitv  of 
ever  entering  on  the  practice  of  impressing*  If  it 
iwea  new  nguassary  to  nan  thirty  ]ine-of-battle 
9ki|M,  I  knve  no  doubt  men  enough  would  volun- 
lanly  ^eme  forward  impatient  far  battlcvand  sop- 
f^  all  owr  wants  of  this  desnription.  Our  brave 
IMirin^n  have  their  feelinga ;  tnay  feel  an  indig- 
nation like  tkat  which  the  merchants  feel,  and 
like  that  which  this  House,  \  trns^  also  feels. 

Sir,  I  must  repeat  that  we  are  but  one.  I  voted 
for  the  bill  prohibiting  intercourse  with  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  I  considered  the  bill  as  calculated  to  have 
a  favorable  efiect  on  the  Southern  States.  That 
^\1  may  partially  injure  some  persons  at  the 
Northward,  concerned  in  trade  with  that  island } 
boty  in  giving  my  vote,  I  was  governed  by  the 
good  of  the,  whole.  I  hope,  also,  that  (gentlemen 
of  agricultural  habits  in  the  Southern  States  will 
consider  the  subject  of  defensive  measures  with  an 
enlarged  and  national  view. 

There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  so  enterprising 
ts  America;  no  nation  hassorapidly  increased  in 
commerce,  and  in  new  resources  of  commercial 
enterprise,  as  has  this  nation  within  the  last  fif- 
teen years.  Our  prosperity,  T  had  almost  said  our 
eli,  depends  on  commerce.  You  must  not,  you 
eannoC|  compel  the  merchant  to  abandon  his  pur- 
ftnics;  It  is  contrary  to  his  right,  and  contrary  to 
yotu  interest ;  contrary  to  contract;  therefore  you 
must  protect  nis  rights. 


If  we  ask,  what  plan  of  defence  is  urged  by  the 
usage  of  all  other  nations?  the  answer  is  ob- 
vious. 

I  have,  sir,  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  a  non-im'^ 
portation  act.  While  aiming  to  starve  the  manu- 
facturers of  England,  let  us  advert  to  our  own  suf- 
ferings. We  may  starve  the  butcher  and  the  ba- 
ker, hot  shall  we  not  injure  our  own  health.  What 
gainers  shall  we  ihereGy  bel  or  how  will  our  mer- 
chants be  redressed  by  such  measures;  how  will 
onr  farmers  thus  find  markets  ?  I  might  not  ob- 
ject to  restrictions  on  importations,  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  preservation  of  peace  ;  but  no 
further  will  I  go  till  we  are  prepared  for  war.  If 
we  do  this,  we  may  expect  that  comm^cial  men 
wiH  patriotically  submit ;  especially  if  they  can  look 
forward  to  the  short  time  when  the  whole  com- 
nninlty  will  submit  to  the  expense  of  supporting 
that  which  is  the  principal  support  of  alL 

We  are  becoming,  sir,  every  day  less  the  cus- 
tomers, and  more  the  rivals  of  Great  Britain.  The 
means  of  defending  our  commerce  must  be  event- 
ually wholly  naval.  We  need  never  fight  Great* 
Britain  single-handed,  but  we  want  that  kind  of 
defence  which  is  a  protection  not  only  against 
England,  but  against  every  other  Power,  and  that 
kind  df  defence  to  which,  after  all  our  sufibrings 
on  the  ocean^  wte  shall  be  ultimately  compelled  to 
resort. 

Some  may  object  to  naval  coalitions,  on  the 
ground  that  such  coalitions  are  generally  fruit^ 
less  and  unsuccessfbl.  But.  sir,  this  has  not  al- 
ways been  the  case.  Did  Britain  always  rule  7 
PTo,  sir ;  Spam  and  Holfaind  have  also  had  their 
day ;  and  a  De  Royter  and  a  Van  Tromp  have 
vanquished  and  triumphed  as  completely  as  have 
ever  a  Nelson  or  a  Rodney. 

I  believe  the  best  mode  of  protection  will  be 
line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates ;  these  will  giyfe 
greater  security  to  our  ports  and  harbors,  than  the 
erection  of  land  batteries.  I  am  not,  howeveti 
opposed  to  gunboats ;  they  may  do  much  by  way* 
of  defence  m  shallow  waters,  and  may  be  usefol- 
i^iywhere,  and  are  easily  concentrated  to  a  point* 
Much  is  expected  from  us  by  the  nation;  the 
only  question  can  be.  what  manner  of  redress 
and  defence  shall  be  adopted ;  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  final  decision  on  the  important  questions 
before  us.  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  spirit  of  candor, 
liberality,  and  harmony,  may  actuate  our  proceed- 
ings^ and  lead  us  to  a  correct  decisipn. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  think  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  JDst  now  taken  bis  seat  perfectly 
refutable  by  a  single  observation.  I  have  not 
the  spirit  oiP  prophecy,  but  I  have  the  power  of 
retrospectien.  Look  at  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
whose  naval  forces  are  inferior  to  that  of  Gh-ea^ 
Britain ;  when  did  they  ever  gain  a  great  victory 
over  the  English  nsvy?  Never.  And  judging 
from  what  is  past,  what  will  come,  they  nevef 
will  conquer  that  enormous  naval  force. 

Mr.  Early.— The  gentleman  from  MassachiK 
setts  fears  we  shall  not  divest  ourselves  of  local 
feelings,  in  discussing  and  deciding  on  this  s«^ 
ject.  I  apprehend  he  has  no  cause  for  this  fear. 
This  subject  is  one  in  which  we  are  all  nearly 
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equally  interested.  The  Northern  States  have 
their  6oston  and  New  York ;  the  Middle  States 
their  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore ;  the  Southern 
States  their  Norfolk,  Wilmington.  Charleston, 
and  Savannah;  and  the  Western  States  New 
Orleans:  this  cannot  he  a  local  question. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  ap- 
pears that  $1,500,000  have  been  expended  on  the 
different  fortifications;  and  that  three  ports  only 
are  in  a  state  of  defence ;  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore.  It  also  appears,  by  the  report 
$107,000  have  been  expended  at  Newport  on  for- 
tifications, which  are  now  greatly  out  of  repair, 
and  whicn,  when  repaired,  can  be  of  no  service; 
there  being  tJiree  good  channels  by  which  vessels 
may  enter  the  harbor,  and  these  batteries  being 
altogether  unable  to  annoy  an  enemy's  ship  ex- 
cept in  one  channel. 

We  have  expended  $1,500,000  on  fortifications, 
and  not  more  than  one-eighth  part  of  that  sum 
has  had  any  good  effect  I  consider  the  sum  of 
$150,000  as  insufficient  for  any  valuable  purpose, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  the  annual  appropriation  or 
this  sum  for  many  years  vet  to  come,  would  be  of 
essential  service  in  defenaing  our  ports  at  large. 

I  should  be  in  favor  of  this  mode  of  defence,  if 
I  thought  it  would  be  of  utility.  If  I  thought  the 
port  of  New  York  alone  could  be  defended  by  the 
appropriation  of  the  whole  sum  mentioned  in  the 
resolution,  I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it ;  I  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  double  that  sum ;  four-fifths  of 
the  produce  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent  (Georgia)  goes  to  that  port ;  $340,000 
have  been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  thai 

nand  the  works  are  of  no  utilitv — a  picaroon 
_  t  pass  to  the  city  without  much  molestation. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  harbor  of  New  York  cannot  be  defended  on 
account  of  the  width  of  the  Narrows,  or  entrance 
into  the  port.  Our  ports  are  not  susceptible  of 
defence  by  land  batteries.  If  they  were,  I  should 
cheerfully  vote  for  this,  or  much  larger  sums. 

Mr.  Varnum  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Clinton  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise^  to  allow  further  time  for  examining  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Elmer  opposed,  and  Mr.MACOM  supported 
this  motion,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dawson  gave  notice  that  he  would  again 
call  up  the  subject  on  Thursday  next. 

Monday,  March  3. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  sundry  statements,  prepared  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  seventh  ultimo,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Weist,  referred  to  him  by  an 
order  of  the  House,  of  the  twentv-eighth  ultimo, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 


Mr.  J.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  au* 
thorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Thompson  called  for  the  order  of  the  dmy 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbblll  moved  to  postpone  the 
bill  till  Thursday.    Motion  lost— yeas  36,  nays  43. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  postpone  it  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Smilib,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  CAMPBBiiL,  avp- 
ported,  and  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Lbwih  op- 
posed it 

Mr.  €k>LD8BORonaH  moved  its  postponement 
till  Wednesday.  On  this  last  motion  the  House 
divided — yeas  44,  nays  47. 

On  postponing  the  Dill  till  to-morrow,  the  Honse 
divided — yeas  4§.  Lost ;  when  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  mto  a  Committed  of  the  Whole  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read  over,  was  considered 
by  sections. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  amend  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  fixes  the  site  of  the  bridge,  by 
directing  it  to  be  erected  at  or  above  Georgetown. 
This  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  39;  and  ra- 
rious  amendments  were  made  in  thedetafls  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  ia  the 
bill,  relative  to  the  time  in  which  the  bridce  shall 
be  built,  with  the  words  "  five  years."  This  mo- 
tion, after  a  short  debate,  was  agreed  to-*yeas  49^ 
nays  47. 

On  fixing  the  maximum  per  eetitage  hereafter 
to  be  received  by  the  sharenolders,  debate  arose. 
Motions  to  allow  thirty  and  twenty-five  per  cent 
were  lost,  when,  without  deciding  on  any  other 
sum,  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  prevailed. 

The  Committee  thea  rose  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

ToEsoAT,  March  4. 

Apetition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying,  that 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Washington,  now  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  formerly  made  part 
of  the  county  of  Montgomerv,  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, may  be  receded  to  the  said  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  twelfth  ultimo,  a  motion  to 
recede  to  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Gbeoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  January  last,  the  petitions  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  of  the  city  of  Natchez; 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Jefierson  College,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  of  William  Dun- 
bar, of  the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon; 
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wliich  wss  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  GkiTernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  with  several 
ameodments ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  relat- 
iag  to  bonds  given  bv  Marshals^"  with  several 
amendmests,  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  slaves  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  reported  a  new  bill.  A 
motion  was  made  to  reject  it.    Lost — yeas  24. 

On  making  it  the  order  for  the  4th  of  July^,  mo- 
red  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluams,  the  House  divided 
— yeas  34,  lost.  When  the  bill  was  made  the 
order  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Greoo,  said  he  had  determined  to  move 
this  day  that  the  House  should  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
resolution  which  he  hadx  some  time  since  offered. 
(On  a  non-importation  of  British  goods.]  At  the 
request,  however,  of  some  gentlemen,  and  inas- 
much as  the  day  was  already  considerably  advan- 
ced, he  said  he  would  not  make  this  motion  to-day, 
bat  he  gave  notice  he  should  make  it  to-morrow* 

NEW  YORK  SLATE  CCMiPANY. 

Mi,  CBOWNiifSHiBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  i>etition  of  the  Dutchess  County  Slate 
Company,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  made  the 
following  report : 

The  petftioners  represent  that,  for  foor  years  pMt, 
Ickty  hare  been  engi^^  in  woiking  and  mannfactnr' 
iBg  «laC«,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  in  the  State  of 
Hew  York,  and  are  proprietors  of  qaarries  containing  an 
inezbaiMta>le  qnanti^,  and  of  a  quality  ioperior  to  anj 
bopetolore  difcorered  in  this  country.  They  have  al- 
leody  advanoed  upwards  of  one  hnndred  and  twenty 
tihnniiaiwi  dollars,  as  a  capital  stock,  for  carrying  on  the 
booine— ,  and  employ  a  great  number  of  workmen  and 
laborers.  The  petitioners  state  that  slate  is  now  g«l> 
ting  into  general  use,  in  moat  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  th^  seam  to  be  of  opink>n  that  the  interests 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  credit  of  our  eonntgr,  require  that 
we  should  no  longer  be  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
uig  it  from  Europe.  With  a  -view,  therefore,  of  check- 
aig  ^le  importation  of  foreign  date,  and  as  an  encour- 
agement to  our  own,  they  solicit  that  additional  duties 
may  be  imposed  on  ,idl  slate  imported  iirom  Europe. 
They  recommend  that  a  specific  duty  should  be  im- 
posed, in  preference  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  on  account 
of  the  exceedingly  low  price  at  which  the  slate  is  pro- 
cnred  from  the  quarries  m  Wales. 

The  committee  find  the  House  decided  on  a  similar 
appiicalion  from  the  New  York  and  Dntchess  County 
GAate  Company,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The 
report  was  unfavorable  to  the  petitioners,  and  the  Honse 
eoi^bmed  iht  decision  of  the  committee,  and  refused 
to  impose  any  additional  duty  upon  imported  state. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  new  arguments  have  been 
nrged,  in  the  present  petition,  to  induce  the  committee 
to  change  their  former  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
petitionen  eonfoss  that  the  price  of  foreign  slate  is  now 
redxieed  as  low  as  that  of  American,  but  they  complain 


that  tiie  importation  of  the  formeV  is  continued.  And 
can  the  petitioners  reasonably  expect  that  such  extr^ 
Tagant  high  duties  should  be  imposed  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  slate  as  will  amount  to  a  prohibitioh  of 
the  article  1  The  committee  hope  the  petitioners  have 
formed  no  such  expectations.  In  the  United  States^ 
no  monopolies  exist,  and  none  ought  ever  to  be  per- 
mitted to  exist  If  a  duty,  amounting  to  a  prohibition, 
is  laid  on  foreign  slate,  the  American  slate  will  be 
enhanced  in  price,  just  so  much  as  the  difference  maj 
be  between  the  old  and  new  duty ;  indeed,  it  is  foor 
to  foesume,  the  price  would  go  beyond  that  difier- 
ence ;  haying  the  whole  market  themselves,  it  might 
be  in  the  power  of  the  manufocturers  of  date,  in  this 
country,  to  augment  the  cost  of  that  article  to  the  pur« 
chaser  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds. 

Imported  slate  is  now  charged  with  a  duhr  of  seren* 
teen  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  Talorem.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  no  sufficient  reason  exists  to  recom- 
mend any  addition  to  this  duty.  The  interests  of  other 
persons  than  those  who  would  be  immediately  bene- 
fitted by  the  augmentation  of  the  price,  are  to  be  con- 
suited  in  ded^g  on  the  merits  of  this  question.  The 
purchaser  or  consumer  must  ultimately  pay  ^e  whole 
duty;  he  ought  not  to  be  prevented  from  buying  for- 
eign slate,  if  he  prefers  it  to  that  of  his  own  country. 
If  the  duty  is  raised  considerably,  the  American  manu- 
foetnxer  would  have  the  entire  command  of  the  marlDst^ 
and  would  charge  his  own  prices;  competitioii  would 
cease ;  the  seller  would  be  enriched,  at  the  expense  of 
the  buyer,  and  having  secured  a  monopoly  to  one  data 
of  manufocturers,  others  might  expect  similar  laTois. 
Such  a  policy  cannot  be  approval  in  this  country. 
However,  notwithstanding  the  expression  of  these 
opinions,  if  the  existing  duty  was  not  deemed  to  be 
sufficiently  high  to  afford  an  advantage  to  the  Ameri- 
can slate,  (the  charges  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
slate  being  at  tiie  same  time  considered  as  adding 
greatly  to  the  price,)  the  committee  would  probablv 
have  been  induced  to  propose  some  addition,  though 
not  to  the  extent  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners. 

If  Congress  intended  to  raise  tbe  duties,  generafly, 
on  articles  imported  firom  foreign  countries,  slkher  with 
a  view  to  new  revenue,  or  as  a  fturther  encouragement 
to  domestic  manufoctures,  the  committee  have  no  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  slate  would  be  omitted.  As  the 
committee  are  convinced  that  the  manufacturers  of  slate 
are  sufficiently  protected  already,  and  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  increased  or  prohibitoiy  duty  on  for- 
eign slate  would  only  enhance  the  price  of  the  article, 
to  their  exclusive  benefit,  but  to  the  manifest  injury  of 
die  consumer,  the  following  resolution  is  respectftilly 
submitted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Dutchess  County  Slate  Com- 
pany of  New  York  be  permitted  to  withdraw  ihmt 
petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

MERRIMACK.  RIVER. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  reported  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  merchants  of  Newburyport,  repre- 
senting the  inconveniences  experienced  in  navi- 
gating the  Merrimack,  and  praying  a  reimburse- 
ment of  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  the 
erection  of  two  piers  for  facilitating  the  navi- 
gation of  said  river.  The  report  states  the  erect- 
ion of  the  piers  to  have  been  undertaken,  and 
the  expenditure  of  money  to  have  been  made,  in- 
dependent of  the  direction  of  the^United  States. 
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Mr.  Ely  thought  there  appeared  oo  the  face  of 
the  report  stroog  reasons  in  favor  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  and  moved,  for  the  purpose  of 
fOQsidering  the  case,  a  reference  of  it  to  the  Com- 
HMtijee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Crowninsbiblo  was  in  favor  of  the  same 
tourae,  and  observed  tiiat  he  had  been  in  tiMoom- 
miAtee  in  favor  of  the  claim* 

Mr.  fiABLT  opposed  thb  coarse,  and  supported 
^  immediate  coneorrence  of  the  House  m  the 
leport,  on  the  ^oand  stated  thereto* 

Xf  r.  G.  W.  Campbell  advocated  k  reference  of 
^e  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  applica- 
floo. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  a  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BinwfiLL  spoke  against  such  a  reference, 
and  in  favor  of  the  reporL 

Mr.  Sloan  took  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question* 

On  the  question  behuf  takisn.  a  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  wkoie  House  obtainedr— yeas  59. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
milteeof  the  Wlide  on  the  \M  for  the  ereclKMi  of 
a^kridgie  aerose  the  Potomac. 

The  question  was  taken  on  limiting  the  mazi* 
mum  o^*  Aitare  tolls  to  twenty-foor  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  oarried^yens  47,  nays  48^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation 
to  fifty  vears,  which  after  considerable  debate  was 
rejected— yeas  29. 

A  motion  was  then  madie  for  a  timisfer.  after  a 
certain  number  of  years*  of  the  bridge  to  the  Uni- 
led  States^  on  their  iodemnifying  the  company, 
which  was  likewise  disagreed  to^ycas  18* 

A  motion  was  oMtde  to  iiaail  the  eorporatioa  to 
]iiiMiy«4iioejeani,  wbieh  was  not  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Qi  W.  Campbbll  oioved  a  newseetioo, 
faaderiug  the  company  Hable  to  all  claims  of  in*' 
demnky  for  injuries  arising  to  private  propertf 
from  any  obstruction  of  the  navi^tion  of  the  Po- 
fwnac  by  the  erection  of  the  bridge.  This  mo- 
tion was  lost^yeas  12. 

Mt.  Eablt  moved  a  new  section,  making  it 
the  doty  of  the  companv  to  keep  the  channel  at 
the  draw  of  the  same  depth  as  it  now  is,  and,  if 
suffered  to  become  shoal,  imposing  on  them  a  pen- 

My?  of doUaw  for  every  week  k  shall  be  so 

suffered  to  continue.    Motion  lost-^yeaa  37,  nays 
64. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  an  additional  seetioa  that  in 
case  the  bridge  shall  fall  into  decay  or  be  broken 
down,  the  said  company  shall  be  bound  to  remove 
the  said  materials  out  of  the  channel  of  the  river 
so  that  the  navigation  mav  not  be  obstructed 
thereby.  This  motion  was  likewise  disagreed  to 
—yeas  25. 

Mr.  Goldsborodgh  moved  an  amendment,  re- 
quiring one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  bub- 
scribed  previously  to  the  company  commencing 
their  operations,  which,  after  debate,  was  disa- 
greed to — yeas  40,  nays  56. 

After  the  propo«iiion  of  a  great  variety  of  other 


amendments,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to  and 
others  rejected,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  bill. 


WtDNBaBAY,  March  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  captive  crew  of  the  late  frigate  PhiladeJpfrra. 
by  the  Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli,  in  pursuance  or 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  fifth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Clark,  Mr. 
RioBARDS,  and  Mr.  Tallmadob. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bil!,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  ctir- 
rent  coin  or  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  N1CHOL8ON,  presented  a  petition  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
county  of  Washinfifton,  in  the  District  of  Colum« 
bia,  representing  that  ffreat  inconveniences  had 
arisen  from  that  part  of  the  act  incorporating  thu 
City  of  Washington  which  exempts  city  property 
from  taxation  for  county  purposes,  and  repreaenf- 
in^  sundry  other  circumstances  which^  m  tMr 
opinion,  require  Legislative  interposition. — ^Re- 
ferred to  a  aeleet.  coimniuee  of  five  memhers. 

Mr.  Dawbon  presented  a  petition  from  a  nam* 
ber  of  citizens  or  Washington  county.  District  af 
Coliimbia,  praying  that  the  President  may  be  aix* 
thorized  to  permit  an  enclosure  of  the  unoccupied 
public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  thu 
condition  of  its  cuUivation  and  improvement^r^ 
Re&rred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Board  of  CoinmissionerSf 

Mr.  TflOMPaoN  movea  that  thC;  Bouae  ahodl 
eater  upon  tiie  consideration  of  the  ameodm^ta 
made  in  tJie  Coflnoaittee  of  the  Whole  to  \hfk  >iB 
aut^ariaing  tJie  election  of  a  bridge  aflroaa  thft 
Potomac. 

Me.  GhiieGjnoved  its  poatpoaameni  till  SrtM> 
day  next. 

Mr<  Smiub  sopported,  and  Mr.  Thomfvoii  op* 
posed  this  ttotion,  which  pfevaiied^-Hiyaa  M^ 
noes  45. 

CHE8APSAKB  AND  JXELAWABU  OANAU 

Mr.  ChiEoa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w«s 
referred,  on  the  twenty*eighih  of  January  last,  tW 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  ififf 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made 
the  following  report : 

That  it  appears  a  company  hm  been  incoifarat«d 
kr  the  lefqpeotiva  Statw^  ef  Pennqrlvania,  MaiyUsd, 
and  Dolawaref  for  the  puipose  of  ianomg  a  navigable 
canal  over  the  isthmus,  which  separates  the  hajra  oi 
ChMapaake  and  Delaware :  that  in  pursusnce  of  the 
seveml  sets  of  iaoorporation*  passed  b^  the  said  States^ 
respactivaW,  a  lar^  number  of  subscriptions  wem 
BMde  by  divecs  citkena  of  the  United  States,  aiKl  a 
board  of  prasiiient  and  directom  were  duly  elected^  fijf 
eamiijg  the  pro^t  into  eStcU 

That  the  said  pvesidant  and  direptoia,  in  pursuaofif 
of  their  aiyohifaneni^t  hwe  pmcinjd  akiiftd  aofiiuiei^ 
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to  0K|Aotv  vdA  8UI  ••J  th6  grdond  oMSron  fii6  afbivMid 
litliiDQs,  tad  have  fix«d  oa  ft  roote  or  positiofi  for  the 
cumU  ealcvlated,  as  thej  ci>noci?e,  in  every  nspect,  to 
•eeore  the  great  and  important  porpoee  of  an  uninler- 
tvplad  navigatioii^  and  have  made  coasiderable  progreM 
in  tke  irerk.  Thej  find,  kowevtr,  that  to  acOomqpliah 
it,  a  fiaatar  portion  of  fortilade  and  perfleveranee»  and 
■eve  aa^  teaoareee  will  be  aaoeeaaiy,  than  the  indi- 
fiihiaie  who  are  embarked  in  it,  can  be  aufpoeed  to 
^DBiBai.  The  importance  of  the  ondertakiag  and  the 
unmeiiee  national  advantagee  which  may  ultimatelj 
leeuit  from  it,  thej  hope  will  be  soffioient  inducements, 
to  prevail  on  Congreas  to  grant  them  auch  aaeiatance  aa 
^ill  enable  them  to  complete  the  buaineaa  agreeably  to 
Ikeir  original  plan. 

The  committee  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  de- 
dding  on  the  importance  and  extensive  ntilihr  of  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware, 
%y  a  navigable  canal.  To  adopt  a  phraae  famiHariied 
by  nee,  they  eonslder  the  project  as  an  opening  wedge 
4m-  aa  evtensive  inland  navigation,  whieh  would  at  all 
tfanea  be  ef  an  immeaae  advantage  to  the  eomnercial,  as 
irdi  aa  to  the  agiicakmal  andnmnafoetoriDg  part  of  the 
commmnty.  Bat  in  the  event  of  a  war,  its  advanlages 
^oaM  beincaknlaMe>  The  raaaoning  of  the  petitfeners 
la  eaaelaeiveoB  this  point  If  atguments  are  neoawaiy, 
Ibeir  petition  iamishea  an  ample  supply  to  prove,  that 
no  eyetem  of  ialemal  improvement  which  has  yet  been 
ntoposed  in  this  coantry,  holds  out  the  proepect  of  auch 
Im^rtant  natbnal  advantages,  as  naturally  result  from 
m.  sacceosfnl  termination  of  their  uadertakinjf. 

Did  the  finances  of  the  country  admit  of  it,  the  com- 
mittee would  feel  a  perfect  freedom  in  recommending 
to  the  House  the  propriety,  in  their  opinion,  of  extend- 
ing to  the  pettfioners  such  aid  as  the  diflliculty  and  im- 
portance of  their  enterprise  would  be  thought  to  jus- 
tiff.  But  it  is  a  question.  Whether,  at  thk  moment, 
the  slate  ef  the  Treasury  woiMd  admit  of  any  pecuniary 
aasistaiice  being  granted.  The  amount  of  tne  public 
liebt,  y«t  to  be  exti«ig«lshed,tbe  embvraaied  atate  of 
oar  comawrae,  and  the  cHtieal  altuatien  of  the  eowilry 
in  felatfon  to  inraign  Ckwemments,  miglit  peihapa  be 
cianaiilaffBd  aa  inanonoiintable  oliieetiaBS  agabial  apply- 
teg  any  public  money  to  internal  iasflrovenwnts,  at 
this  partioolar  time*     Under  an  impreeaion  arinng 


the  Sgllowiog  resolution : 

Mmmked,  That  itwaald  iMi  be  expedient,  at  this 
iune,  togfant  an^  peeooiary  aspistanoe  to  the  PresideBt 
and  Direclers  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dalawace  Canal 
Company. 

The  report  wts  refarred  to  a  Coromittet  of  the 
"Whole  on  Monday. 

IMPOKTATIONS  PEOM  OREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  iheo,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Qbeoo, 
resolved  ilsdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo 
the  slate  of  the  Union — ayes  72. 

Mr.  Obbqq  moved  that  the  committee  should 
4ake  into  consideration  a  resolution,  offered  by 
him,  on  the  29ih  of  January*  for  a  non-importa- 
tion of  British  goods. 

The  Committee  having  agreed  to  take  up  the 
re!H>latioo,  and  it  having  been  read  from  the 
Cbair,  in  the  following  wordn: 

**  Whereas  Great  Britain  impteesea  oitiiens  of  tiie 
United  States,  and  compels  them  to  serve  on  board  her 
ahipo  of  war».and  also  seiiea  and  condemns  vaasala  be- 


longing to  cttiaens  of  the  United  8tates,and  thefr  oar- 
goes,  being  the  ^eno^Scfe  property  of  American  dtiaeaa, 
not  contraband  of  war,  and  not  peoeeeding  to  plaeea 
heeieged  or  bk>^aded,  under  the  pretext  of  their  behig 
engaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemisai 
which  was  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace; 

*<  And  whereas  the  GovemaieBt  of  the  United  8ta^ 
has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  British  Government 
against  these  injuries,  and  demanded  satis&ction  there- 
for, but  without  effect:  Therefore,    ^ 

**  Resohed,  That,  until  equitable  and  aatisfactoiy  ar- 
rangements on  these  points  shall  be  made  between  the 
two  Governments,  it  is  expedient  that,  from  and  after 
the day  of next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  the  growth,  product  or  manufacture  ofGreat 
Britain,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof 
ought  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States ;  provided, 
however,  that  whenever  arrangements  deemed  satisfiM)- 
tory  by  the  President  of  the  United  fitatea  AaU  take 
place,  it  shall  be  lawftal  lor  him  by  proclamation  to  fix 
a  day  on  which  the  paehibitton  albreeaid  shall  eease  " 

Mr.  J,  Clay  ioqnired  whether  it  would  not  be 
in  order  to  call  op  m  reaolntion  ^fibred  by  him  oit 
the  aan»e  subjeet 

The  Cbairman  aaid  it  was  not  in  order,  afte 
the  Comttiitee  bad  determined  to  consider  tbe 
reaointion  jost  read* 

Mr.  Oreoo  then  roae,  and  said :  Mr.  CbairiMM, 
I  oannot  bat  coogratulata  the  Committee  on  oor 
haTiag  at  length  taken  up  the  boeioeaB  to  which 
I  believe  the  people  of  toia  oonntry  vniv^KsaMy 
expected  we  wontd  hate  tttrbed  oor  atteotitm  «4i 
the  £rat  moment  of  asscaibling  in  our  Legialaiifie 
isapaeity.  Before  weleftow  homes,  we badlearfted, 
through  the  channel  of  newspapen,  that  outrage* 
df  a  moat  atrooiova  kiid  had  been  commtt«ed  on 
the  persons  and  property  of  Amerienn  citizens,  by 
some  of  the  bettifferent  nations  of  Enrope.  Tbft 
intelligence  has  been  ofieially  contaned  by  ana- 
dry  eommnoicatioos  which  we  have  received IVom 
die  President  of  the  United  States.  From  these 
snurces  we  have  derived  the  infofmatien  that 
trmpdons  have  been  i— da  iato  car  territofy,  en 
its  soaiiram  frontier,  by  siiljeets  «f  8pain,«0<l  that 
depredatiens  to  a  very  eiMitidemble  extent  have 
been  oemmitted  on  oor  comeieree  bv  the  emlseti 
of  that  nation.  Tbe  mnnly  a|>irit  wifh  which  these 
jrrapciens  were  remsted  by  the  oficers  of  oqr  Oo¥- 
emoMot  appears,  for  the  present,  to  have  checMl 
the  further  prooressof  that  evil ;  and  it  seems  tb«t 
thesystem  of  depredation  baa  been  discantinaed, 
in  porsoaace  of  instractioos  issaed  br  the  Miola- 
ter  of  State  aad  of  Marine  «atka  Dnaetor  Gen- 
eral of  the  Fleet.  These  orders  were  ittaed  on 
the  Sd  day  of  Seataoa her,  1805^  and  ave  attdeestood 
to  have  been  prodoced  by  the  reiM>asCf«oees  of  «iar 
Miaiaier  at  that  Court  From  these  (hvofable 
svmptoms,  a  presampttan  naturally  aad  aeeesMi 
nl  y  arises  t  hat  an  amicable  ad jastmentof  the  poiaCB 
in  dispate  between  that  Qovernment  and  oors  is 
not  to  be  despaired  of.  Should  we,  however,  be 
deceived  in  thi:<  calcalation— shaald  similar  ag^ 
gressioos  be  repeated— we  are  not  destitute  of 
meaas  to  obtain  redress ;  and  on  soch  an  event 
taking  place,  I  presume  we  vaoiHd  not  hesitate  in 
vesortin?  to  tbe  complete  exercise  of  these  means. 

I  wish  the  pra^l^aet«f  aa  aoeomHiodaiiaaaf«ar 
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differences  with  Qreat  Britain  were  equally  bright 
and  flattering.  But  the  aystematic  hostility  of  that 
Qovernment  towards  our  commerce,  and  its  ob- 
stinate perseverance  in  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen^  notwithstanding  the  repeated  remon- 
strances of  our  Ministers,  leave  no  room  to  expect 
an  accommodation  until  we  resort  to  such  meas- 
ures as  will  make  her  feel  our  imjportance  to  her  as 
the  purchasersAnd  consumers  of  her  manufactures, 
and  the  great  injury  she  will  sustain  through  a 
total  privation  of  our  friendship. 

This,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  one  which  cannot  fail  to  engage 
the  earnest  attention,  not  only  of  this  Committee, 
but  must  also  excite  the  anxious  solicitude  of  every 
member  of  the  community.  On  the  course  we 
may  now  take — on  the  measures  we  may  now 
pursue — will  in  a  great  measure  depend,  in  my 
yiew,  the  determination  of  the  quesuon  whether 
we  are  to  be  a  free  and  independent  nation,  or  whe- 
ther we  are  to  surrender  that  boasted  privilege, 
and  tamely  submit  to  such  indignity  and  oppres- 
sion as  our  forefathers,  even  in  their  state  en  col- 
onization, would  have  resisted  with  indignation. 
In  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  such  ma^rnitude, 
in  the  decision  of  which  we  are  so  materially  in- 
terested, and  on  which  the  honor  and  true  inter- 
est of  our  country  so  much  depend,  I  trust  we  will 
divest  ourselves  of  all  party  feeling^,  whether  aris- 
ing from  our  different  pursuits  in  life,  from  geo- 
gniphical  distinctions,  or  from  political  consider- 
ations, so  that  our  decision  may  be  the  result  of  a 
aound  judgment,  uninfluenced  either  by  improper 
partiality  or  prejudice* 

From  the  hostile  conduct  of  the  nations  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  and  from  the  pointed  manner  in 
which  the  President  has  recommended  prepara- 
tions for  defence,  an  idea  a|^ars  to  have  gone 
forth  that  we  are  to  be  immediately  engaged  in 
war.  This  opinion  has  received  additional  cur- 
fancy  from  a  report  made  by  a  select  committee 
of  the  House,  recommending  an  appropriation  of 
noney  to  a  considerable  amount,  tor  the  purpose 
of  erecting  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  our 
pcurts  and  harbors,  and  for  building  gunboau  and 
ahips-of-the-line.  Did  my  sentiments  accord  with 
this  opinion,  I  should  certainly  give  this  report 
mv  countenance^  so  far  as  respects  fortifications, 
which,  from  their  situation,  are  thought  to  be  ca- 
pableofaffording  any  substantial  protection.  Even 
aa  things  are,  I  may  perhaps  be  induced  to  vote  in 
&vor  of  the  appropriation  for  gunboats,  to  relieve 
the  anxiety  of  some  of  our  fellow-citizens,  whose 
alarms  appear  to  be  neatlv  excited ;  and  because 
I  believe,  from  all  the  information  I  have  been 
abk  to  collect  from  naval  and  military  gentlemen, 
ipoaboats  will  afibrd  the  most  effectual  protection, 
in  the  event  of  our  being  compelled  to  have  re- 
eovurse  to  defensive  measures,  by  any  occurrences 
that  may  hereafter  take  place. 

But  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  declare  that  I 
have  no  apprehensions  whatever  of  a  war.  The' 
present  situation  of  the  nations  of  Europe  furnishes 
no  ^ound  for  entertaining  such  appre-hensions. 
Their  present  engajifements  furnish  ample  em- 
ployflMat  for  all  theu  resooreea,  both  of  mea  and 


money.  The  important  contest  which  now  occi^ 
pies  their  attention  is  not  likely  to  be  brought  to 
a  speedy  termination.  Even  if  the  minor  Powers 
should  withdraw  from  the  confederacy,  there  is  no 
prospect  of  a  speedy  peace  between  the  two  great 
rival  nations.  They  will  most  probably  soon 
return  to  the  situation  they  respectirely  occupied 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  campaign. 
The  scene  of  Boulogne  will  probably  be  acted  over 
a^ain.  The  fleet  of  the  one  nation  must  be  em- 
ployed in  guarding  its  coasts  against  an  invasion 
by  the  army  of  the  other.  In  this  situauon,  nei- 
ther will  be  disposed  to  add  to  the  number  of  their 
enemies.  Qreat  Britain  derives  some  advantage 
from  that  predatory  war  which  she  permits  and 
authorizes  to  be  carried  on  against  our  commerce 
and  she  also  experiences  some  convenience  in 
manning  her  navy,  from  the  facility  with  whiek 
deficiencies  are  supplied  by  impressments  of  our 
seamen  from  on  board  our  trading  vessels.  Inter- 
est and  convenience  will  induce  her  to  pursue  this 
system,  so  long  as  we  discover  a  disposition  to 
yield  implicit  submission ;  but  let  a  national  spirit 
of  disapprobation  and  resistance  once  discover 
itself;  let  us  once  tell  her,  in  the  proud  language 
of  independence,  that  we  will  no  longer  submit  to 
this  indignity  and  oppression,  and  we  will  find  the 
practice  relinquished,  and  our  fellow-citizens  lib- 
erated from  that  degrading  bondage  in  which  they 
are  now  held,  and  restored  to  their  country  and 
friends.  Great  Britain  is  too  well  versed  in  the 
business  of  calculation,  and  too  well  acquainted 
with  her  own  interest,  to  persevere  in  this  lawless 
system  at  the  hazard  of  losing  customers,  whose 
annual  purchases  of  her  manufactures  and  other 
merchandise  exceeds,  I  believe,  thirty  millions  of 
dollars. 

In  searching  for  materials  to  subrtantiate  the 
facts  stated  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolution,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  history  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  towards  us  for  a 
very  short  period.  By  turning  a  few  paces  oif 
that  history  we  will  find  that  a  large  nuraoer  c^ 
our  fellow-citizens  have  been  forcibly  taken  from 
their  homes— -for  his  shin  is  a  seaman's  home- 
have  been  put  on  board  British  ships  of  war  and 
compelled  to  fight  her  battles  against  a  Power  be- 
tween whom  and  her  own  Ckivemmenr  there  exists 
no  difference.  The  p^neral  notoriety  of  this  truth 
precludes  the  necessity  of  a  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular document  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
statement.  Was  such  a  reference  necessary,  I 
might  point  to  a  report  from  the  Department  of 
State,  made  at  the  last  session  of  Conmss.  In 
that  report  we  find  that,  at  that  time,  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  persons, claimins^  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  had  been  able  to  extend  their  appli* 
cation  for  relief  to  their  own  Government ;  and 
though  Great  Britain  claimed  some  of  these  aa 
her  subjects,  agreeably  to  her  doctrine  of  non- 
expatriation,  the  great  mass  was  acknowledged  to 
be  Americans,  for  whose  detei^tion  no  other  cause 
could  be  assigned  but  because  she  stood  in  need 
of  their  service.  And  is  it  not  a  fair  presumption 
that  this  number  was  but  a  small  proportion  of 
those  who  were  actually  imprened?  'Changed 
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from  ship  to  ship,  and  the  ressels  in  which  they 
are  frequently  chaogioff  their  station,  and  guarded 
with  toe  most  scrupulous  attention,  it  is  almost 
impooible  for  them  to  find  any  opportunity  of 
umUjiBg  to  their  own  Gk>vernment  or  any  of  its 
njfcirr  for  relief. 

TtoB  open,  this  flagrant  Tiolation  of  our  rights 
aaJBoi.  mad  as  citizetts  of  an  independent  nation, 
cartaiDiy  demands  the  interposition  of  €k>Tem- 
BeDL  To  what  cause  are  we  to  ascribe  the  neg- 
Jecc  with  which  these  unfortunate  men  have  been 
treated  ?  A  few  years  ago,  when  some  of  our 
people  had  the  misfortune  to  be  made  prisoners 
by  Um  Algerinc^  and  at  a  later  period,  when 
smiie  others  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Tripolitans, 
the  feelings  of  the  Government  and  of  the  whole 
eoaatry  were  aliTe.  All  Toices  united  in  requir- 
ing the  energy  of  the  GbTernment  to  be  exerted, 
and  its  purse  to  be  opened,  so  that  no  means  to 
ottain  tne  liberty  of  the  captives  might  be  left 
mtried.  Success  has  crowned  these  endeavors, 
and  thoee  who  were  unfortunately  slaves  are  now 
enjoying  their  freedom.  In  what  respect,  I  would 
nsk,  does  the  situation  of  those  who  have  been 
in^^resaed  from  on  board  their  own  vessels,  and 
"WM  are  forcibly  detained  on  board  British  ships 
of  war,  df&r  from  that  of  the  Algerine  and  Tri- 
politan  prisoners  1  So  far  as  respects  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  infringements  of  its  rights  are  greater 
in  tiie  former  than  in  the  latter  case.  The  situa- 
tioQ  of  the  individuai  is  no  better.  A  wound  in-* 
flicted  by  a  British  cat-of-nine-tails  is  not  less  se- 
Terely  felt  than  if  it  bad  proceeded  from  the  lash 
of  mn  Algerine.  The  patient  submission  with 
which  we  hare  so  lonff  endured  this  flagrant  oat- 
mge  on  the  feelings  of  humanttjr  and  on  the  honor 
or  our  councry.  must  have  excited  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  whole  world ;  but  it  must  also  have 
them  very  forcibly  with  an  idea  of  the 
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ration  of  our  Government,  and  of  its  strong 
predilection  for  peace.    I  trust,  however,  we  wifl 


r  show  them  that  there  is  a  point  beyond  which 
we  will  not  suffer :  that  even  although  we  mav 
not  think  it  advisable  to  make  reprisals,  we  will 
at  least  withdraw  our  friendly  intercourse  from 
tlint  Government,  whose  whole  system  of  con- 
duct towards  us  has  been  that  of  aistress  and  de- 
g;indation  |  and  that,  as  the  business  is  now  uken 
nik  it  will  be  nursned  with  zeal  and  ardor,  until 
raief  is  extended  to  this  unhappy  class  of  snffer- 
m,  and  security  obtained  against  similar  aggres- 
aiona  on  their  persons  in  future,  by  such  arrange- 
meatM  as  ought  to  be  deemed  satisfactory. 

In  relation  to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
onr  vesselsj  contrary  to  what  .we  consider,  and  to 
i^at  I  verily  believe  to  be  the  law  of  nations,  I 
akaU  not  detain  the  Committee  with  many  obser- 
▼ations.  I  have  no  intention  of  entering  into  a 
disensaien  of  the  abstract  Question,  whether  a 
trade  is  justifiable  in  war  which  is  not  open  in 
aiine  of  peace.  I  will  only  observe,  tiiat  on  the 
prineiples  of  reason  and  justice,  and  from  such 
anthors  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing, the  right  for  which  we  contend  does  appear 
to  me  to  be  clearly  established.  In  some  la(e 
pnbbcationsi  this  question  has  received  a  very 


luminous  and  ample  discussion,  and  the  right  in- 
sisted on  by  us  has  been  placed  on  such  ground, 
and  supported  by  reasoning  so  clear,  so  cogent, 
and  so  conclusive,  that  Great  Britain,  with  aU  her 
boasted  talents,  will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
find  answers  for  them. 

But  even  admittio?  the  British  doctrine  to  be 
correct,  what,  I  would  ask,  has  been  the  conduct 
of  that  (Government  under  it?  Has  it  i>een  that 
of  a  nation  actuated  by  motives  of  liberality  and 
friendship?  Has  it  been  that  of  a  civilizea  and 
polished  nation  7  Has  it  been  such  as  justice  and 
the  fair  and  honorable  conduct  of  our  C(ovemment 
has  given  us  a  right  to  expect?  No  person,  I 
think,  is  prepared  to  answer  m  the  affirmative.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  principle  was  practised 
on  during  the  last  nor  for  some  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  I  will  not 
undertake  absolutely  to  say  that  they  relinquished 
it,  but  the  trade  which  it  now  prohibits  was  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  without 
any  interruption  from  their  cruisers.  Numbers, 
allured  by  the  prospect  of  gain,  were  induced  to 
engage  in  the  profitable  business,  and  supposing 
themselves  safe  under  the  protection  of  law,  had 
their  vessels  and  effects  seized  to  a  lar^e  amount* 
The  capture  and  condemnation  of  their  property 
was  to  them  the  first  promulgation  of  the  law. 
Ignorance  of  what  it  was  iqipossible  for  them  to 
know,  was  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  and  an 
honorable  dependence  on  the  justice  of  a  Govern- 
ment professing  to  be  friendly,  was  prosecuted 
with  penalty  and  forfeiture. 

But  even  independent  of  our  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint arising  from  this  principle,  apparently  new, 
thus  unjustly  brought  into  operation^  how  has 
that  Government  conducted  m  relation  to  cap- 
tures, in  which,  after  the  most  minute  investiga- 
tion, all  the  ingenuity  of  her  couru  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  principle  to  warrant  the  con* 
demnation?  The  perplexing  difficulties,  the  vex* 
atious  delays,  and  the  enormous  expense  attend* 
inji^  the  prosecution  of  a  claim  through  every  stase 
or  its  progress,  place  an  almost  insurmountable 
barrier  in  the  way  of  obtaining  justice.  In  fact, 
all  her  commercial  maxims,  and  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  her  conduct,  discover  a  manifest  intention, 
a  fixed  determination,  to  consummate  the  rain  oa 
the  commerce  of  this  country. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  many  of  die 
captures  and  condemnations,  of  which  we  have 
heard  such  loud  complaints,  are  strictly  warranted 
by  the  law  of  nations.  An  immoderate  desire  of 
gain  very  frequently  leads  the  merchants  to  en- 
gage in  a  trade  which  the  universal  consent  of  all 
nations  has  declared  to  be  unlawful.  This  obser- 
vation will,  however,  perhaps  npply  with  more 
propriety  to  foreignera^  who  have  fixed  their  resi- 
dence among  us,  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  trad- 
ing under  our  neutral  rights,  than  to  the  real 
American  merchant.  This  description  of  men, 
under  no  influence  of  patriotism,  and  too  gene- 
rally unrestrained  by  any  principles  of  jastieCi 
pursue  their  object,  wholly  regardless  of  the  in- 
terest of  tJie  country,  or  of  any  injurious  conse- 
quences to  which  it  might  be  subjected  through 
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their  miscoDduct.  I  have  do  idea  of  iDvolving 
my  couBtrv  in  aD?  difficulty  oo  accouDt  of  these 
people  or  tneir  trade.  As  they  are  citizens  of  the 
world,  equally  attached  to  erery  couolryj  I  would 
always  williuffly  surrender  them,  to  be  punished 
according  to  tne  laws  of  whatever  country  they 
znight  be  found  transs^ressing.  But  in  withhold- 
ing protection  from  these  lawless  adventurers,  let 
us  aot  withdraw  it  from  the  real  American  mer- 
chant. Acting  from  motives  of  patriotism  as 
well  as  of  gain,  he  combines  his  own  interest  with 
that  of  his  country.  While  he  is  accumulating 
wealth  to  himself,  he  is  adding  to  the  revenue 
find  riches  of  bis  country ;  and  while  he  is  search- 
ing a  market  for  the  productions  of  the  farmers, 
he  is  discovering  something  that  may  contribute 
to  their  convenience  and  comfort  He  is  a  ne- 
cessary link  in  the  chain  of  our  society.  There 
is  a  mutual  dependence  betwixt  him  and  the 
farmer.  The  interest  of  the  one  is  promoted  by 
the  success  of  the  other.  This  being  the  case, 
these  two  classes  should  be  extremely  cautious 
how  they  suffer  that  kind  of  jealousy  to  grow  up 
betwixt  them,  that  might  eventually  prov.e  a 
source  of  distress  and  calamity  to  them  both. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  inferred  from  anything  I 
have  said;  that  I  am  going  to  be  an  advocate  for 
the  protection,  even  of  American  merchants,  in 
that  jvild,  extravagant  carrying  trade,  to  which 
aome  of  them  appear  to  extend  their  views*  I  shall 
never  agree  to  risk  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation  in  such  a  cause.  Bven  in  doubtful  eases, 
or  where  the  law  was  not  perfectly  clear,  if  they 
would  embark  their  property,  let  it  oe  at  their  own 
hazard.  But  in  carrying  on  the  direct  trade  of 
our  country,  and  even  in  the  carrying  trade,  while 
they  confine  themselves  within  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nations,!  think  ^hey  are  entitled  to  protec- 
tion. 

And,  sir,  in  •fibrding  this  protection,  I  take  it 
that  we  are  promoting  the  real  interest  of  the 
country.  By  cherishing  navigation,  to  a  certain 
extent,  we  secure  to  ourselves,  at  all  times,  the 
means  of  procuring  a  market  for  such  articles  as 
we  hav€  for  sale ;  we  furnish  me^ns  for  promoting 
i^dustrVj  and  we  make  provision  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  men,  on  whose  bravery  and  exertions,  in 
the  event  of  war,  we  must  always  rely  very  much 
for  our  deC^ce.  On  this  subject,  I  cannot  express 
my  sentiments  better  than  1  find  them  expressed 
in  a  report  made  bv  the  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
while  Secretary  of  State,  and  which  1  consider  as 
declaratory  of  the  true  interests  of  the  nation.  I 
«hall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  para- 
.  ^raph  of  that  repoK. 

<*  It  rihat  is,  aavigalioDt  as  a  bvanflh  of  indoiUj]  b 
^valoable,  but»  as  a  source  of  delence^  is  essential.  Its 
Tilye  as  «  branch  of  industry  is  enhanced  b^  the  de- 
pendence of  so  many  other  branches  on  it.  In  times 
of  general  peace  it  multiflies  competitors  for  employ- 
ment in  transportation,  and  so  keeps  that  at  its  proper 
level ;  and  in  times  of  wai^-that  is  to  say,  whrn  those 
nations  who  may  be  bur  principal  carriers  shsll  be  at 
war  with  each  othei^-if  we  have  not  within  ourselves 
the  means  of  transportation,  our  produce  mnst  be  ex- 
yortedin  beflifarent  TCisels,  at  ihe  faicreaaad  expeiiie 


of  war-freight  and  insurance,  and  the  artidea  which  wfll 
not  bear  that,  must  perish  on  our  hands, 

**  But  it  is  as  a  resource  for  defence,  that  our  navigatm 
will  admit  neither  neglect  nor  fori>earanee.  The  po«* 
tion  and  circumstances  of  the  United  Stales  leave  then 
nothing  to  fear  on  their  landboard,  and  nothing  to  ds- 
•irs  beyond  their  preeent  lights.  But  on  their  aeahoari 
they  ars  open  to  injury,  and  they  have  tiwMi,  iao^  a 
eemmerce  that  must  be  protected.  This  can  ooiy  ht 
dene  by  pnsssssinf  a  respectabk  body  of  dtisaa  aea- 
men,  and  ef  artisU  and  eatabliahments  jnteadinoea  f^ 
afaip4>uUding." 

From  this  very  brief  Tiew  of  the  oondod  of  the 
British  Gkivernment  toward*  as,  and  I  have  oo%* 
iaed  it  merely  to  the  joints  stated  in  the  fvemm- 
ble  to  the  resolation ;  every  candid,  ererr  unpre> 
jQdiced  person,  I  think,  most  acknowtedg^e,  that 
w«  are  arri^^  at  a  erisia;  that  we  hmve  readied 
a  period  at  which  the  honor,  the  interest,  amd  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  expressed,  call  loudly  on  us  to«ake«  atand. 
The  evil  we  have  already  aufiered  is  great,  and  it 
Is  progresning.  Like  a  cancerous  com  pinto  t,  it  u 
penetrating  still  tieeper  towards  our  viiala.  While 
we  yield  year  after  year.  Great  Britain  ndvmecs 
step  by  step ;  yet  a  little  longer  apd  oor  commcree 
will  be  annihilated,  and  our  indepeadeace  si^ 
verted. 

Here  the  gveat  diffieo)^  presenta  itaelf.  What 
are  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  ?  what  mesMMres 
that  we  €an  adopt  will  be  most  likely  toeJfeot  tfte 
object  we  have  in  view,  and  in  its  operation  pro- 
doce  the  amalleet  inconvenience  io  oorselvflaT  I, 
sir,  have  reflected  much  oo  this  subject.  I  have 
eonsMered,  so  far  ns  I  was  capable,  the  bearing 
which  every  meaaare  which  I  hare  heard  po- 
posed  woold  have  oo  it.  Therisaltof  myTeflae- 
tions  is,  that,  under  all  the  circnnrslniicea  of  the 
case,  the  resolution,  which  is  now  the  aicb^ral  of 
imniediabediscusaton,  ought  to  be  adopted.  What 
is  the  resolntion  ?  what  does  it  say  7  Icaddnaaes 
Orent  Britain  in  this  mtM  and  moderate,  tliondi 
manly  and  flrtn  language:  Yon  hanre  insulMd  the 
dignity  of  our  country  by  in  pressing  our  aeaoito, 
and  eompelling  them  to  figlM  yonr  battlea  ngpainat 
a  Power  with  whom  wvnreat  pence.  You  hmwe 
plundered  us  of  mach  property  by  thnr  pradnaavy 
war  which  yon  authorise  to  be  carried  onagninat 
our  commeroe.  To  these  ininries,  insnita,  and 
oppression,  we  will  sabmit  no  longer.  We  do  not, 
however,  wish  to  destroy  thnt  friendty  interoonne 
thnt  oognt  to  sobs  at  between  nations,  conneatnd 
by  the  ties  of  com  nun  interest,  to  whicli  serenl 
considerations  seem  to  giire  peculiar  anength. 
The  ohiseos  of  our  coontrT  and  the  jnljfcu  of 
yourn,  from  the  long  habit  or  supplying  their  nan- 
tual  wants,  no  donkrt  feel  a  wish  to  preserve  their 
intercourse  withont  interruption.  To  pmvnnt 
saeh  intermption,  and  aecure  against  fnoim  ag- 
gressions, we  are  now  deatrous  of  entering  into 
such  arrangemeota  u  ought  to  be  deemed  aniis- 
factorv  by  both  parties.  But  if  you  peraiat  in 
your  hostile  menanres.  if  you  abaolutely  rcftae 
acceding  to  any  propositions  of 'comprooaisc.  we 
must  sLtcken  those  bonds  of  friendship  by  whinh 
wo  hnvn  been  ooooootcdy  %q\i  iiiu#t  not  nxpart 
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keretfter  to  find  us  ivt  your  market,  purchasing 
your  manofactures  to  so  large  an  amount.  What 
'Will  the  people  of  this  country  say  of  this  propo- 
aition?  Will  they  not  be  ready  to  exclaim,  that 
it  is  too  mild  for  the  present  state  of  things  ?  What 
will  be  the  opinion  of  foreign  Gbvernments  re- 
specdog  it  ?  Will  they  not  say  that  we  have  ex- 
tended uie  principle  of  moderation  too  far?  What 
most  be  iu  impression  on  Great  Britain  herself? 
^,  if  she  is  not  lost  to  every  sense  of  national 
justice,  she  must  acknowledge  its  equity  and  fair- 
ness. But  I  would  inquire  particularly  what 
would  be  its  operation  on  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try 1  If  carried  into  effect.  I  believe  it  will  strike 
Aismfty  throughout  the  Empire.  Its  operation 
will  be  felt  bv  everv  description  of  people,  but 
more  especially  by  the  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing part  of  the  community.  The  influence  of 
these  too  classes  is  well  known  in  that  country. 
They  are  the  main  pillars  of  its  support.  They 
are  tne  sources  of  its  wealth.  Their  representa- 
tions, therefore,  are  always  attended  to.  And 
wliat  language  must  they  speak  on  this  occasion  ? 
It  must  M  evident  that  a  regard  to  their  own  in- 
terest will  lead  them  to  remonstrate  loudly  against 
thmt  system,  which  will  produce  an  annual  defal- 
cation in  the  sale  of  their  manufactures,  of  thirty 
milUons  of  dollars.  This  is  their  vulnerable  part. 
By  attacking  them  in  their  warehouses  and  work- 
shops we  can  reach  their  vitals,  and  thus  raise  a 
set  of  advocates  in  our  favor,  wnose  remonstrance 
may  produce  an  abandonment  of  those  unjust  prin- 
einles  and  practices,  which  have  produced  the 
soienin  crisis. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  should  Great  Britain,  con- 
trary to  our  wishes,  and  certainly  contrary  to  her 
owa  true  interest,  persbt  in  her  ill-starred  policy, 
what  must  be  the  effect  of  such  conduct  on  her- 
self? and  how  will  we  be  ultimately  affected  by 
it?  S hut  out  fVom  British  markets,  our  merchants 
will  o1>tain  a  jMirtlcular  supply  from  other  coun- 
tries, and  we  will  resort  to  domestic  manufactures 
to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Should  this  system 
be  adoptedf,  Britain  may  nnd  it  difficult  to  recover 
our  custom.  It  is  certainly  a  subject  of  serious 
regrec  that,  owing  to  the  far^e  importation  and 
extensive  consumption  of  British  goods,  domes- 
tic manufactures  have  nearly  vanished.  I  do  not 
expect  to  see  the  establishment  of  large  manufac- 
tories in  this  country.  The  extensive  vacant  ter- 
ritory we  possess  furnishes  such  powerful  induce- 
ments for  settling  on  land,  that  few  are  to  be  found 
willing  to  be  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
a  manufactory.  Should,  however,  such  establish- 
ments be  set  on  foot,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
receive  a  larj^  accession  of  workmen  from  the 
numbers  which  a  non-importation  act  would  com- 
pel to  leave  their  present  homes,  in  search  of  em- 
ployment in  this  and  other  countries.  But  my 
present  view  does  not  extend  to  these  establish- 
ments on  so  large  a  scale.  I  want  to  see  every 
fiunily  a  little  manufactory,  vieing  with  each 
other  in  the  excellency  or  their  workmanship, 
and  exbibitinff,  in  their  dresses,  specimens  of  their 
ingenuity  and  industry. 

lir.  Chairman,  when  I  first  submitted  this  prop- 
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osition  to  the  consideration  of  this  House,  I  was 
so  forcibly  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  adopt-* 
inp^  it,  that  I  had  no  expectation  it  would  meet 
with  any  opposition.  It  was  not  until  a  resolu- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table,  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  to  and  from  Oreat  Britain  and 
ner  dependencies,  that  I  had  any  suspicion  it 
would  be  opposed.  When  that  call  was  made,  I 
began  to  presume  an  opposition  was  intended, 
and  that  the  opposition  would  be  grounded  on  the 
supposed  effect  which  the  adoption  of  the  meas- 
ure now  under  disoussion  wauld  have  on  the  rev- 
enue. This  was  brought  particularly  into  view, 
some  days  after  in  the  form  of  a  preface  to  a  reso^ 
lution  on  this  same  subject  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Maryland. 

We  were  told,  then,  that  our  imports  fVom  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  amounted  annually 
to  925,000,000,  and  that,  at  the  average  rate  of 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  the  revenue  would,  of 
course,  be  affected  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000. 
That  the  revenue  will  be  partially  affected  by 
the  proposed  measure  is  readily  admitted ;  and 
if  it  should  be  affected  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  re- 
tard the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  a 
single  day  beyond  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  its 
final  redemption,  I  would  certainly  regret  it  very 
sincerely,  no  person  in  this  country  can  wisn 
more  anxiously  to  see  that  debt  paid  than  myself. 
But,  sir,  do  not  believe  the  effect  on  the  revenue 
will  be  by  any  means  so  great  as  has  been  stated. 
The  average  duty  on  imports  from  Britain  does 
not,  I  believe,  amount  to  20  per  cent.,  and  there- 
fore the  defalcation  in  the  revenue  will  not  be  so 
freat  as  has  been  stated,  even  admitting  that  we 
o  not  import  from  other  countries.  But  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the 
merchants  are  to  be  wholly  paralyzed  by  this 
measure  ?  Will  they  lay  up  their  vessels  in  their 
doelDi,  and  shut  up  their  money  in  their  chests  t 
No,  sir;  when  they  find  themselves  excluded  by 
law  from  British  markets,  they  will  resort  to  other 
countries,  and  no  doubt  they  will  find  goods  to 
answer  our  purpose  quite  as  well  as  many  of  the 
gewgaws  we  ^et  from  England,  and  quite  as 
many  as  we  will  be  able  to  find  money  to  pur- 
chase. 

It  has  been  said,  also,  that  the  price  of  our  ex- 
ports is  to  be  greatly  affected  by  this  measure.  The 
article  of  cotton  has  been  particularly  mentioned. 
Why,  sir,  the  resolution  does  not  say  a  word  about 
exports.  It  is  entirely  silent  as  to  them.  They 
are  left  at  liberty  to  go  to  those  markets  where 
they  have  heretofore  found  purchasers,  or  to  search 
for  new  ones,  as  it  may  suit  their  convenience. 
The  adoption  of  the  measure  may  produce  a  mo- 
mentary diminution  of  price,  and  this  inconve- 
nience will  be  promoted  by  the  representations  of 
designing  speculators,  who  are  continually  roam- 
ing through  the  country  to  take  advantage  of  the 
ignorant  and  unwary.  BuL  when  the  first  im- 
pression is  removed,  our  productions  bein^  either 
necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  manufactures, 
will  be  in  demand,  and  sought  for,  and  purchased) 
at  a  price  correspondent  to  that'd^and.  ^Bnt/ 
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sir,  ereo  admittiDg  that  we  were.  to.  sustain  a  tem- 
porary iDconveoience  from  a  small  reductioQ  io 
the  price  of  the  produce  of  our  farms,  are  we  to 
put  a  few  cents  difference  in  the  price  of  a  pound 
of  cotton,  or  tobacco,  or  a  barrel  of  flour,  or  a 
quintal  of  fish,  in  competition  with  the  honor  and 
ffeneral  interest  of  our  country  ?  I3  there  a  mem- 
Mr  of  this  House,  is  there  a  man  in  the  commu- 
l^ity^  that  would  submit  to  aee  his  neighbor  drag- 
gea  into  ignoble  bondage,  merely  because  it  would 
produce  a  slight  shock  in  the  market  for  his  pro- 
duce ?  Such  an  idea  would^  I  believe,  be  uaiver- 
aally  spurned  at. 

But,  Mr.  Chairmao,  the  strongest  objection  I 
have  heard  mentioned  is,  that  if  we  do  pass  a  non- 
importation act,  it  cannot  be  executed,  and  either 
we  shall  be  laughed  at  by  Great  Britain,  or  it  will 
i^ffi>rd  a  pretext  to  her  Minister,  whose  decision  is 
well  known,  to  let  loose  his  cruisers  and.  sweep 
the  ocean.  This  is  the  languafi^e  used  in  Britain. 
Their  writers  acknowledge  that  a  non-import- 
ation act  would  he  to  them  a  serious  calamity, 
but  comfort  themselves  with  the  reflection  that  it 
could  not  be  executed.  Now,  I  ask,  what  reason 
can.be  assigned  why  it  could  not  be  as  well  exe- 
cuted now  as  it  was  in  former  times  ?  Are  we  so 
abject,  so  degenerate,  as  to  submit  to  such  nation- 
al indignity  rather  than  forego  the  pleasure  result- 
ing from  an  indulgence  in  British  luxuries  ?  But 
it  may  give  offence  to  the  British  Minister,  who 
will  sweep  the  ocean  with  his  cruisers.  This,  to 
be  sure,  is  a  sweeping  objection,  but  how  will  it 
apply?  What  right  has  the  British  Minister  to 
tace  offence  at  anv  regulations  we  may  see  proper 
to  adopt?  We  nave  a  mor^l,  and  we  have  a 
Convtitutional  right  to  manage  our  own  commer- 
cial concerjis  in  our  own  way,  provided  we  do  not 
infringe  or  violate  the  rights  of  other  nations. 
This  sacred  trust  has  been  committed  to  us  by, 
t^^e  people  of  this  c(»untr][,  and  I  ifope  we  will 
never  feel  disposed  to  resign  i^  to  any  foreign 
Minister. 

^  But  admitting  that  great  man.  with  all  his  de- 
cision, should  let  loose  his  cri^isersj  what  will  he 
gain  ?  I.H  he  not  more  at  our  mercy  than  we  are 
%t  his  ?  If  he  attempts  to  make  a  general  sweipp, 
self-defence  will  justify  reprisals.  The  debts  ow- 
ing to  British  subjects,  the  immense  property  own- 
ed by  them  in  thiscountry^  will,  of  couri$e.be  li^id 
hold  of.  I  will  perhaps  be  told  here,  that,  by  the 
treaty  of  1794,  sequestration  of  debts  is  prohibit- 
ed. True ;  but  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
violates  the  contract,  the  other  is  released  from 
his  obligation.  If  Britain  violates  nine  articles  of 
th^  tre^iiy,  she  cannot  consider  us  bound  by  the 
tenth.  Besides,  her  provinces  are  quite  contiguous 
and  open  to  us,  and  by  securing  them  we  would 
make  ourselves  masters  of  the  fur  trade,  from 
which  she  derives  such  important  advantages. 
Even  on  the  ocean,  1  doubt  whether  she  would 
be  a  gainer  in  the  contest.  And  this  is  not  mere 
theory.  During  the  last  war  our  privateers  cap- 
tured more  of  (heir  ves!«els  than  they  took  of  ours 
with  all  their  navv.  Our  shipping  then  was  not 
more  than  a  fuurtn  of  what  we  nnw  possess,  and 
the  number  of  seamen  about  in  the  same  propor- 


tion. And  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  owing  to 
the  difference  in  the  value  of  their  cargoes  and 
ours,  the  one  conf^isting  entirely  of  bulky  articleSi 
necessaries  of  life,  and  raw  materials  for  manu- 
factures, and  the  other  made  up  of  these  materi- 
als after  they  have  received  the  last  touch  of  art 
and  industry ;  if  we  succeeded  in  taking  one  for 
their  three^  the  balance  perhaps  would  be  about 
equal. 

The  resolution  has  also  been  called  a  war  mea- 
sure. Now,  I  would  ask,  what  is  there  warlike 
about  it?  Sir,  1  before  have  said,  and  I  repeat  it, 
that  I  deprecate  war.  With  me  it  will  always  ba 
a  last  resort.  Recourse  should  be  had  to  every 
peaceable  m^ans  to  obtain  justice,  before  an  ap- 
peal is  made  to  arms.  The  resolution  I  con- 
sider purely  as  a  measure  of  that  kind,  and  to  it 
must  appear  to  the  British  Minister^  unless  be  is 
determmed  on  war,  and  then  he  will  find  soma 
pretext.  It  is  common  for  persons  ^oing  to  war 
to  publish  a  declaration,  stating  their  reasons  in 
jubiiflcation  ol  iheir  conduct  to  other  nations.  Let 
the  British  Minister  take  the  resolution  and  pub- 
lish it  at  length,  and  will  any  other  nation  con- 
sider it  as  a  sufficient  ground  fur  war?  It  merely 
states  that  we  consider  ourselves  injured,  and  that, 
in  justice  to  ourselves,  we  must  suspend  our  in- 
tercourse until  we  obtain  redress.  The  Briu'sh 
Minister  will  never  put  his  reputation  and  chara- 
acter  at  hazard  on  such  a  foundation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  every  point  of  view  in  which. 
I  have  been  able  to  consider  this  subject,  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  the  resolution  which  has  beea 
read,  appears  to  me  equally  impressive;  and,ilkere- 
fore,  although  it  may  be  opposed,  I  canooi  but 
hope  it  will  receive  the  sanction  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  In  this  hope  I  am  confirmed 
when  I  refer  to  the  Journals  and  see  what  was 
done  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  under  cir- 
cumstances somewhat  similar  to  the  present,  in 
the  year  1794.  The  same  nation,  of  whose  con- 
duct we  now  complain,  was  then  committing  de- 
predations on  our  commerce.  She  had,  on  tlia 
6th  of  November,  issued  hercelebrated  orders;  and, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  these  orders  were  first 
published  by  the  cruisers  which  were  acting  uq* 
der  them.  The  lute  captures,  unauthorized  by 
any  public  orders,  but  proceeding  on  a  decree  of 
their  admiralty  court,  which  it  appears  was  to  he 
considered  as  the  signal  for  making  the  sweep, 
evince  a  fixed  system  of  hostility  towards  our 
commeree|and  an  ungenerous  mode  of  makioff  its 
attacks.  The  unwary  and  unsuspecting  fall  a 
prey  to  their  hidden  designs.  She  was  ai  that  ti  oie 
also  stimulating  the  Indians  to  commit  hanilititfa 
on  our  frontiers,  and  the  wcbtern  posts  were  not 
surrendered  agreeably  to  what  we  conaiidered  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Treaty  of  1783. 
To  counteract  these  hostile  measures,  a  proposi- 
tion was  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
suspending  all  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
nation.  That  proportion  was  at  that  time  adopt- 
ed by  a  very  large  majority.  All  parties  united 
in  givitig  it  iheir  sup|iort.  ,  The  great  political 
distinction,  which  has  unfortunately  prevailed  too 
long  in  this  country^  did  not,  on  that  occasioni 
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4iM0?er  lutelf  a  great  d«ah    The  representation 
from  the  State  in  wbicb  I  lire,  was  at  that  time 
about  e^eall^  dtrided  between  the  two  ^eat  oon- 
lendwg  parties,  and  yet^  on  that  question,  their 
Totei  were  completely  blended.    The  represeota- 
tioo  £rom  the  Southern  Slates,  I  obeerre,  wasgeo- 
^raily  in  AiTor  of  that  measure.    The  respeetable 
Sctie  of  Virgima,  in  partiealar,  which  was  repre- 
steced  by  a  eonsieilation  of  talents,  not  only  ranged 
it«l£ott  the  aiirmatiTe  side  of  the  qoestion  by  its 
fote,  hot  also  bore  a  very  disdnguished  part  in 
the  afffaoaent  ia  support  of  the  meanure.    From 
a  similarity  of  circumstances,  are  we  not  now  to 
cxpeet  a  similar  result?  Although  the  eril  com-, 
mined  of  is^  In  the  first  instance,  more  severely 
felt  ia  a  particular  section  of  the  country,  its  er- 
leets  will  ultimately  extend  to  erery  part  of  it 
ABd,8o  lar  as  the  honor  of  the  Qoveroment  is  impli- 
cated|  a  sensibiiiiy  arising  from  that  source  must 
aeeessarily  be  experienced  by  all  its  citizena  at 
the  same  tioeie. 

Before  1  sit  down,  Mr.  Cbairmatt,  permit  me  to 
say  that,  although  my  opinion  on  this  subject  is 
Ibrmed  oo  the  most  mature  reflection,  yet,  if  a 
anjority  o(  the  Committee  think  differenily,  if 
€bey  prefer  something  more  energetic,  or  if  they 
JlBFo  any  other  system  which  they  consider-  more 
«AoieBC  to  obtain  the  object,  I  may,  for  the  sake 
of  unanimity,  be  disposed  to  yield  my  opinion. 
Uaauimity  I  consider  as  all-important.  We  are 
lold^  by  a  document  on  our  table,  that  the  nation, 
against  whose  conduct  we  complain,  calculates 
oo  oor  diTisions.  Her  hopes  of  being  able  to  pur- 
aue  her  system,  are  built  on  an  idea,  that  division 
amoog  ounelres  will  prevent  our  adopting  any 
aflieieat  measures.  In  this  hope,  I  trust,  they 
will  BOW  be  disappointed,  aod  that  we  shall  show 
io  them  and  to  the  world^  that  however  we  mey 
difier  aa  to  the  administration  oi  our  internal  a^ 
fairSf  oo  all  great  aatioaal  questions,  in  which 
the  faoocM'  aod  true  interest  of  our  country,  in  re 
ktioii  to  foreign  governments,  is  involved,  that 
we  are  but  one  people* 

Mr.  Jk  Cult. — 1  had  entertained  a  hope  that 
tha  call  of  my  colleague  would  have  been  de- 
layed for  a  few  days  longer,  as  the  documeou  we 
^ve  received  from  the  Treasury  Departmeat 
have  been  but  two  deys  on  our  table,  at  least  in 
a  priated  form,  and  as  they  are  calculated  to 
aluow  much  light  on  the  subject  before  us.  In 
tW  few  remarks  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  I 
akall  DOt  follow  my  colleague  through  the  detail 
he  baa  made  of  the  injuries  and  insults  ef  Ghreat 
Britaia.  We  all  of  us  well  know  that  the  na- 
tional ftaff  hM  been  grossly  outraged,  and  the 
aatioaal  honor  violated  by  her«  But  I  do  not 
ooaeeive  that  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  redress 
for  these  wrongs  is  to  do  that  which  will  be  more 
isjartous  to  ourselves  than  to  her.  My  objections 
to  tkia  resolution  are  twofold.  The  nni  is,  that. 
if  carried  tato  effect,  it  phiees  greater  means  of 
injoringus  in  thebands  of  our  enemy  than  she 
already  possesses;  and  the  second,  that  we  bhall 
not  be  able  to  maintain  the  course  it  points  out 
(or  any  length  of  time. 
Bf  tba  reaolatioa  before  oawa  are  prohibited 


from  importing  from  Great  Britain  any  articlea, 
however  necessary  or  coaveoient  they  may  be; 
while,  at  the  same  tinae,  we  are  permitted  to  carry 
any  articles  to  her  market.  The  effbct  will  be, 
that  while  our  productions  are  accumulating  ia 
the  hands  of  the  Britifth  manuCacturers  and  mei- 
ehantS)  they  will  have  no  means  of  paying  for 
them ;  and  of  conaequence  debts  to  a  very  large 
amount  will  become  due  from  British  merchanta 
10  American  citizens.  Even  at  the  present  day, 
1  have  great  doubts  whether  there  are  not  greater 
sums  due  by  ibe  merchants  of  Great  Britain  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  than  there  are 
recovcrabla  debts  due  by  American  citizen*  to 
them.  If  so,  what  will  become  of  the  second  ei(« 
pedient  proposed  to  be  resorted  to  by  my  col- 
league, that  of  sequestration  9  The  balanre  of 
injury,  instead  of  being  in  our  ftvor,  will  be 
against  us.  If  my  colleague  bad  looked  over  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  had 
attended  to  the  amount  of  American  property 
afloat,  he  would  have  seen  that  there  is  not  less 
than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
American  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  crui.sera 
of  Britain.  I  believe  that  the  naked  vessels,  inde- 
pendent of  the  products  they  carry,  amount  in 
value  to  more  than  thiriy  millions  of  dollars.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  exports  and  imports  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  finy  millions,  of  which  it  is  fair  to  cal- 
culate tl^t  one-third  is  constantly  exposed  on  the 
ocean.  Of  this  amount  about  (briy  millions  ia 
carried  on  between  the  United  States  and  tbe 
Power  with  whom  it  is  proposed  to  cat  off  inter- 
course. With  this  fact  staring  ua  in  the  face, 
would  it  be  politic  to  expose  so  much  property  to 
the  retaliation  of  the  British  Ministry?  When 
tbe  gentleman  spoke  of  the  amount  of  Britiidi 
depredations,  he  ought  to  have  stated  the  amouat 
of  those  recently  committed.  I  believe  I  am  not 
very  wrong  in  statinflrthe  whole  amount  of  Ameri- 
can property  detained  by  British  cruisers  as  not 
exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars*  On  balancingi 
therefore  their  interests,  ought  the  United  States 
to  resort  to  measures  of  hostility;  to  measuree 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  eYery  man,  will  justify 
retaliation? 

Besides,  I  would  wish  my  colleague  to  ahew  ua 
how  we  are  to  be  supplied  with  ariiclea  hereto- 
fore derived  from  Great  Britain.  All  articles  of 
iron  manufacture,  hardware,  of  cotton  and  coarae 
woollens,  we  are  obliged  to  import  from  that  iel- 
laod.  Fro.n  her  Bast  India  dominions  we  like- 
wise import  a  great  variety  of  useful  articles; 
while  from  her  West  India  islands  we  import  a 
great  portioa  of  one  article,  spirits  which  pays 
one-sixlh  of  our  wliole  amount  of  duties,  the 
amount  which  we  get  from  her  colonies  will  be 
found  to  be  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
Prom  the  same  document  it  appears  that  the 
whole  of  this  article  imported  from  the  Brit i««h 
dominions  is  consumed' in  the  United  States.  But 
it  is  said  that  we  may  find  a  substitute  for  it.  I 
ackaowledge  it.  We  may  find  thi5  substitute  iu 
the  products  of  our  domestic  distilleries,  wbieb 
pay  tto  duties.    Are  we  prepared  to  aaerifiee  ao 
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large  •  part  of  our  revenue  as  is  derived  from  the 
importacion  1  For  it  will  be  observed  that  other 
'kinds  of  spirits  are  in  a  great  measure  exported 
from  the  United  States,  while  all  that  we  import 
f^om  British  settlements  is  consumed  in  this  coun- 
try. If  the  importation  of  British  manufactures 
is  prohibited,  I  do  not  know  whence  we  are  to  be 
famished  with  the  articles  we  stand  in  need  of. 
It  is  true  that  France  has  some  rising  manufac- 
tuies,  and  she  takes  off  about  a  fourth  part  of  the 
eotton  exported  from  the  United  States.  But  are 
we,  by  this  measure,  to  cut  off  the  market  of  the 
a^nculturist  for  this  article  to  the  extent  of 
ninety  thousand  bales  at  present  annually  ex- 
ported to  Qreat  Britain? 

But  the  great  and  material  injury  to  the  United 
States  will  be  from  the  destruction  of  revenue  oc- 
casioned by  this  measure.  The  present  revenue 
may  be  estimated  at  $12,000,000,  of  which  the 
torn  of  $5,400,000  is  paid  on  imiK>rtations  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  We  have 
an  annual  appropriation  of  ^,000,000  for  the 

Eiyment  of  tne  principal  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
c  debt.  We  have  been  engaged  in  extinguish- 
ing this  debt  for  near  twenty  years,  and  have  so 
far  succeeded. 

It  is  a  probable  calculation  that  if  we  remain  at 
peace,  and  do  not  cut  off  the  ri^ht  hand  of  our 
revenn^the  debt  will  be  extinguished  by  the  year 
1816.  To  me  this  is  an  object  as  desirable  as  it 
can  be  to  my  colleague.  I  do  not.  therefore,  wish 
to  deprive  the  Government  of  this  large  share  of 
revenue  derived  from  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain. 

As  to  the  effects  of  this  measure  on  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  might  acknowledge,  if  it  could  be  perma- 
nent, that  it  might  raise  a  clamor  among  her  mer- 
ehants  and  manufacturers,  which  might  induce  the 
Minister  of  that  nation  to  relax  In  the  course  now 
pursued.  But  I  will  appeal  to  any  gentleman 
-conversant  with  the  state  of  the  country  from  the 
year  1792  to  this  time,  to  say  whether  there  is 
any  probability  of  our  being  able  to  endure  a  non- 
imporution  of  British  goods  for  any  length  of 
time ;  for  more  than  about  six  or  eight  months. 
We  have  neither  stock  enough  on  hand,  nor  man- 
ufactures or  manufacturers  of  our  own  to  enable 
ns  to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  our  manufactures  are 
advancing  surely,  though  slowlv,  and  I  may  state 
in  corroboration  of  this  foct,  what  may  not  ffen- 
erally  be  known,  that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
manufactures  are  now  carried  on  to  a  greater  ex- 
lent  than  they  were  forty  years  ago  in  the  town 
ni  Birmingham.  But  can  we,  from  this  source, 
arfrom  foreign  markets,  supply  the  great  demaoa 
of  our  citizens?  No.  There  are  some  articles 
which  we  may  obtain  elsewhere.    Let  us  then 

Cihibit  the  importation  of  these  from  Britain, 
t  us  carry  such  a  system  as  this  into  effect. 
One  which,  as  it  will  do  us  little  injury,  is  likely 
to  be  permanent,  and  will  therefore  have  a  perma- 
nent influence  on  Great  Britain. 

My  colleague  has  alluded  to  the  measures  taken 
in  the  jekr  1793.  But  he  will  recollect  that  the 
orders  issued  by  the  British  Ctovemment  at  that 
period  went  much  fi^rtl^er  than  the  prtnoii^  npw 


set  up.  Besides,  in  1793,  the  spirit  of  thia 
try  was  very  different  from  that  which  now  pre- 
vails. The  Revolution  of  France  had,  at  that 
time,  rekindled  the  enthusiasm  of  our  own  Revo- 
lution, and  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  incorrect  in 
saying  that  a  majority  of  our  citiaens  were  in 
favor  of  drawing  the  sword  in  favor  of  France. 
I  ask,  if  that  is  the  case  now?  If  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  America  are  readv  to  take  partwitk 
the  &mperor  Napoleon?  And,  notwithstanding- 
the  measures  then  taken,  in  1794  we  concluded  a 
treaty  which  sacrificed  everything  we  bad  con- 
tended for,  and  for  which  I  believe  my  coUe^sna 
voted,  at  least  for  approjpriations  to  carry  it  ini» 
operation.  If  this  was  tne  issue  of  violent  meas- 
ures, I  am  not  now  for  taking  them.  I  am  noa 
for  taking  measures  which  myooUeague  says  will 
strike  at  the  vitals  of  Great  Britain^  but  whick. 
he  says  at  the  same  time,  will  not  be  a  eauae  of 
war.  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  in  favor  of  sack 
measures  as  we  are  able  to  carry  into  effect,  and 
which  may  be  adopted  without  permanent  injury 
to  ourselves. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSHiBLD. — The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  last  spoken,  regrets  that 
this  subject  has  been  taken  up  so  soon,  but  I  re- 
gret it  has  not  been  taken  up  an  earlier  period. 
Although, after  I  found  certain  information  oa tied 
for,  I  moved  for  other  documents,  calculated  to 
shed  further  light  on  the  subject,  yet  I  then  said, 
and  I  am  still  convinced  that  this  informatioa 
could  not  influence  my  decision  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  The  documents  ealWd  for 
are,  however,  now  before  us,  and  it  appears  that 
the  balance  of  trade  between  the  UnUed  States 
and  Great  Britain  is  from  eleven  to  twelve  mil- 
lions against  us.  This  difference  we  are  obliged 
to  make  up  by  remittances  in  cash  or  bills  mat 
other  countries ;  when,  if  we  did  not  parebaaa  of 
her  more  than  we  sell  to  her,  we  shoiud  act  owe 
this  annual  balance,  and  the  amount  woold  siua- 
ly  be  returned  to  the  United  States,  very  probably 
in  cash,  as  a  balance  in  our  favor  from  other  Bo- 
rofwan  nations.  The  trade^  therefore,  with  Qreat 
Britain,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  balance,  is  disad- 
vanttif  eous  to  us.  The  g^entlemaa  from  Pennsrlva- 


nia  (Mr.  Clat)  thinks  that  this  resolotion  i 
terially  injure  us,  while  it  will  inflict  little  ii^ory 
<m  Great  Britain.  But  there  can  be  no  donhithe 
measure  it  contemplates  will  injure  Gkeat  Britaia 
vastly  more  than  it  will  injure  us.  Great  Britain 
has,  without  any  cause  whatever,  condemaed  our 
vessels  engaged  in  the  carriage  of  colonial  pro* 
ductions,  the  bonafxU  property  of  American  citi- 
zens. The  gentleman  has  acknowledged  that 
these  captures  may  amount  to  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars. I  do  not  know  the  amount,  but  if  the  abju- 
dications continue,  I  believe  it  will  soon  exceed 
that  sum.  But  if  the  amount  diJ  not  exceed  one 
million,  we  are  bound  in  duty  to  protect  oor  mer- 
chants. The  gentleman,  in  his  remarks,  goes  on 
the  calculation  that  Great  Britain  will  go  to  war 
with  us  if  we  adopt  this  resolution.  But  I  have 
no  such  idea.  If,  however,  I  held  that  opinion,  I 
should  not  on  that  account  withhold  my  approba- 
tion from  it«    Because  I  believe  tf  a  jvar  sboold 
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take  pUee,ihe  United  States  will  have  a  great 

SLdvantage  over  Great  Britain.     We  shonU  be 

mble,  in  that  event,  to  fit  out  a  great  number  of 

privateers^  and  we  shonld  make  two  captures  to 

their  one.    If  a  war  should  take  place,  which  I 

do  wA  hesitate  to  say  I  should  greatljr  deprecate, 

wesfaottld  take  twice  as  much  of  their  property 

as  ihey  would  take  of  ours.    But  we  are  aot^  by 

tie  adoption  of  this  resolution,  about  to  enter  mto 

var  with  Great  Britain.    No  such  thing  is  in  the 

eoBteiD{4ation  of  any  gentleman.    We  are  merely 

about  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  British  goods 

in  conae<|ne&ce  of  her  having  seized*  our  vesseb 

engaged  m  carrying  on  a  lawful  commerce,  and 

in  consequence  of  her  seizure  of  American  citi* 

aess  protected  by  the  American  flag. 

With  rej^ard  to  the  measure  contemplated  by 
the  resolnuon,  I  hope  that  Great  Britain  will  not 
permit  it  to  go  into  operation ;  that  she  will,  on 
the  contrary,  on  mature  reflection,  give  us  back 
the  property  she  has  wrongfully  taken  from  us,  and 
libemie  our  seamen  from  the  •captivity  in  which 
ahe  detains  them. 

Wtih  regard  to  the  obaervation  of  the  gentle- 
■mn,  relative  to  our  inability  to  supply  ourselves 
with  the  goods  we  get  from  her  settlements  in  the 
Sast  ladies^  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  that  they 
may  be  obtained  from  other  colonies  in  that  quar- 
ter ;  and  as  to  spirits,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our 
getting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  spirits,  notwith- 
standing the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  But 
•Qppese  we  could  not  obtain  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  ram,  or  manufactured  articles  for  our  ordinary 
anpply,  and  the  revenue  should  be  thereby  afieot- 
ed  lor  a  time.  We  ought  not  to  be  governed  by 
this  otmstderation.  But  I  believe  the  industry 
aJMl  enterprise  of  our  merchants  would  soon  oh- 
taiB  from  other  markets,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
every  article,  woollen  goods,  perhaps,  excepted. 

Id  November,  1793,  Great  Britain  adopted  a 
ttoniiar  principle  with  regard  to  the  colonial  trade, 
eineept  that  the  orders  issued  at  that  time  went 
fttrtner  than  the  present  principle.  In  conse- 
%^B»nee  of  these  orders  four  or  five  hundred  of  our 
▼easeU  were  seized.  Every  one  knows  the  con- 
dtftct  of  the  American  Government  at  that  time.  A 
treaty  was  finally  made  in  which  Ghreat  Britain  pro- 
mised to  pay  for  the  aggressions  committed  bv  her 
^en^on  neutral  rights.  Butnearly  ten  years  elaps^ 
ed  before  our  merchants  received  compensation  for 
their  losses.  This  principle  slept  till  1801.  Gkeat 
Britain  did  not  find  it  convenient  to  call  it  again 
into  existence  before  that  time.  It  then  appears 
by  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  King,  then  our 
liiniater  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  Lord 
Hawki^NHry.  that  she  attempted  to  renew  it  at  this 
time.  Mr.  l^ing,  however,  remonstrated;  and  he 
finally  received  a  note  from  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
who  had  referred  the  subject  to  the  Attorney 
General  of  Great  Britain,  admitting  that  the  sei- 
zare,  under  this  principle,  was  not  warrantable. 
Tk»  opinion  is  this:  that  the  neutral  has  a  right 
to  earry  on  a  commerce  with  the  enemies'  colonies. 
That  the  continuity  of  the  vovage  is  broken 
wbeo  the  return  ca^  is  landed  in  the  neutral 
conatry,  and  has  paid  duties  there,  and  that  the 


goods  can  afterwards  be  safely  transported  to 
any  belligerent  country  in  £urope,  in  the  same 
bottom  on  which  they  were  originally  imported, 
or  on  any  other  neutnd  bottom  whatever.  This 
appears  to  have  settled  the  question,  and  numer- 
ous decisions  in  England  both  before  and  sinoe 
that  time  have  confirmed  the  principle  as  a  correct 
one.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  to  our  aston- 
ishment, the  same  adjudications  have  been  re- 
newed, and  the  same  principle,  considered  as  aban- 
doned last  war,  is  now  revived.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  last  summer  we  find  it  once  more  brought 
into  existence,  and  the  following  case  was  made 
use  of,  as  a  fit  pretext,  to  warrant  the  new  cap- 
tures which  were  intended  should  be  made  under 
this  extraordinary  decision  of  the  court  of  appeals : 
In  the  latter  nart  of  the  late  war  which  was  tei^ 
minated  by  tne  treaty  of  Amiens,  an  American 
vessel  was  carried  into  the  Island  of  New  Provi- 
dence, and  adjudicated.  An  appeal  was  carried 
to  Great  Britain,  where  the  condemnation  was  af- 
firmed on  the  ground  that  she  was  carrying  on  a 
trade  during  war  which  was  not  allowed  in  time 
of  peace.  Under  this  decision  the  cruisers  of 
Great  Britain  have  seized  a  great  number  of 
other  vessels.  I  know  this  case  particularly.  The 
vessel  I  have  referred  to^  was  the  Essex,  Captain 
Qrne.  There  was  a  direct  importation  or  her 
cargo  into  Salem,  in  Massachusetts ;  after  remain- 
ing stored  three  or  four  weeks,  the  duties  having 
been  paid,  it  was  shipped  for  the  Havana.  On 
her  passage  to  Havana,  she  was  seized,  and  ad- 
judicated in  New  Providence.  There  was  aa 
appeal,  and  after  remaining  nearly  four  years  un- 
decided, the  judgment  is  at  last  confirmed  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  capture  of  American  vessels  com- 
mences. Can  we  put  np  with  such  decisional 
Can  we  agree  to  them?  If  this  principle  be  al- 
lowed, I  desire  to  know  whether  tne  whole  carry-* 
ing  trade  of  the  United  States  w^l  not  eventu- 
ally be  sacrificed  ?  By  the  carrying  trade,  I  mean 
the  direct  trade  to  and  from  the  colonic^  as  well 
as  to  Europe.  If  we  acouiesce  in  their  capturine 
a  part.  Great  Britain  wilt  extend  her  captures  stiU 
further,  and  make  a  sweep  of  our  whole  trade. 
For  my  part,  I  am  not  willing  to  make  this  sac- 
rifice; it  it  were  no  more  than  a  million  I  could 
not  agree  to  it 

As  to  the  impressment  of  our  seamen^at  too 
is  a  subject  of  most  serious  complaint.  i¥e  have 
called  for  a  document  on  this  point,  which  unfor- 
tunately is  not  yet  on  our  tables.  It  is  so  extea* 
sive,  and  the  information  drawn  from  such  vari- 
ous sources,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  present  it.  We  have^  howevoy 
understood,  that  the  number  of  our  impressed 
seamen  amounts  to  above  3,000.  During  the  last 
war  Great  Britain  impressed  upwards  of  2,000  of 
our  seamen^  of  which  she  restored  1,200,  proved 
to  be  American,  and  800  remained  in  her  possea- 
sion  at  the  peace.  In  the  short  period  of  two 
years  she  has  impressed  3,000  seamen.  I  believe 
that  we  are  bound,  by  all  peaceable  means,  to  ob- 
tain the  liberation  of  these  men.  Lately,  one  of 
our  frigates  was  shipwrecked  oflf  Tripoli,  and  300 
men  taken  oaptives.    We  immediately  ))aased  a 
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sew- appropriatioD  bill,  and  sent  out  sef^ral  atl- 
dttioBMirrifates.  The  affair  has  terminated  hon- 
ombly  to  oar  eoantry,  and  our  seamen  are  released. 
Will  we  not  now  do  as  much  ibr  3,000  seamen, 
as  we  then  did  for  300,  which  ate  but  a  tenth 
part?  After  the  course  we  are  now  taking, 
should  Britain  persist  in  her  captures  and  in  her 
oppfessi^  treatment  of  our  seamen,  and  refuse  to 
l^ve  them  up,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  meet  her 
in  war.  But,  as  I  observed  before.  I  do  not  beiicTe 
Great  Brita^a  will  go  to  war.  Our  trade  is  too 
taluable  to  her.  She  knows,  too,  that  in  sach  an 
event  shv  will  lose  her  Eastern  provinces.  The 
States  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  wiH  ask  no 
other  assistance  than  their  own  miliiia  to  take 
Cavada  and  Nova  Scotia.  Some  of  her  West 
lodia  island  will  likewise  fall.  She  knows  al^ 
other  things.  Her  subjects  own  sixteen  millions 
of  the  old  public  debt  oif  the  United  States,  eignt 
milNons  ot  the  Louisiana  stock,  and  three  or  four 
millions  bank  stock,  and  have  private  debts  to  the 
amount  of  ten  or  twelve  millions;  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  nearly  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
Will  Chwar  Britain,  by  going  to  war,  risk  her  pro- 
vinces, a«d  this  lavge  amount  of  |>roperty?  I 
think  she  wtii  not  put  so  much  to  hazard.  I  be- 
Ueve  she  will  take  no  other  steps  than  are  usual 
with  regard  to  neutral  trade^  As  I  said  before, 
the  risk  of  a  contrary  course  will  be  too  gteat. 
Her  Miniaier  is  now  trying  m  system,  the  <;ontin- 
uance  in  which  will  depend  on  as.  He  means  to 
aee  how  muoh  we  can  bear.  By  this  step  we  shaU 
put  an  end  to  i^t.  If,  before  it  ^s  into  effect,  we 
give  him  time  to  reflect,  he  will,  rather  than  ex- 
perience the  injury  that  menaces  his^count^,  pay 
tor  the  property  that  'has  been  condemned,  and 
relaaae  ovr  seamen.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  viewing  the  resoktion  as  a  pacific  measure, 
I  hope  it  will  be  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — I  am  extremely  afraid,  sir, 
tliat  ao  far  as  it  may  ilepend  en  roy  acquaintance 
with  details  connected  with  the  subject,  I  have 
Tery  little  right  to  address  you.  far  in  troth,  I  have 
Aot  yet  seen  the  documents  from  the  Treasury, 
which  were  caHed  for  some  time  ago,  to  direct 
the  judgtnent  of  this  House  in  the  deeistOn  of  the 
question  now  before  ydu;  and,  indeed  after  what 
I  have  this  day  heard,  1  no  longer  require  that 
doouPHBent  or  any  other  document — indeed  i  do 
sol  know  that  I  ever  should  have  required  it — to 
Tote  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  fVomPenn- 
aylviinia.  If  I  had  entertained  any  doubts  they 
would  have  been  removed  by  the  style  in  which 
fbe  friends  o£  the  readutioo  have  this  morning 
discussed  it.  I  am  perfectly  awtfre,  that  on  en- 
leving  upon  this  subject,  we  go  into  it  manacled. 
bawdeuftbd,aad  tonguo-tied ;  gentlemen  know  that 
our  lips  are  sealed^  on  subjects  of  momentous  for- 
eign relations,  which  are  indissolubly  linked  with 
the  prt^nt  question,  and  which  would  serve  to 
throw  a  great  light  on  it  in  every  res^t  relevant 
to  it.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  hobble  over 
the  subject,  as  well  a^  my  fettered  limbs  and  pal- 
aied  tongue  will  enable  me  to  do  it. 

I  am  not  eorprlsed  to  hear  this  resolution  dis- 
itimd  bf  its  firiaftda  ta  a  war  meawiie.    They  say 


(it  is  true)  that  it  is  nxn  a  War  measure;  but  they 
defend  it  on  principles  which  would  justify  none 
but  war  measures,  and  seem  pleased  with  tka 
idea  that  it  may  prove  the  forerunner  of  war.  If 
war  is  necessary-^if  we  have  reaehed  this  point-— 
let  us  hAve  wan  But  while  I  have  life,  I  will 
never  consent  to  these  incipent  war  measurtS| 
whiehy  in  their  commeneemem  breathe  nothing 
bat  peaces  though  they  plunge  at  kiKt  Into  war. 
It  has  been  weirobserved  by  the  gentleman  from 
Peaosylvania  behind  me  (Mr.  J.  Clat)  tbat  thw 
situation  of^this  nation  in  1793,  was  in  every  re- 
spect different  from  that  in  which  it  flnds  itself  m 
1806.  Let  me  ask,  too,  if  the  situation  of  Bug* 
land  is  not  sihce  materially  changed?  Gentl^i^ 
men  who,  it  wdald  appear  from  their  kngtiage^ 
have  not  got  beyond  the  horn-book  of  politiea, 
talk  of  our  ability  to  cope  with  the  Britbh  navy, 
and  teU  us  of  tbe  war  of  our  Revolution.  What 
waa  the  situation  of  Great  Britain  then  ?  Bbe 
was  then  comeading  for  tbe  empire  of  the  Brniaik 
ciiannel,  barely  abl9  to  imaintatn  a  doubtful  equal- 
ity witn  her  enemies,  over  whom  the  nerer  gamed 
tbe  superior!  ty  until  Rodney's  victory  of  tbe  twelfth 
of  A pfil.  What  is  her  present  situattoa  ?  Th» 
combined  fleets  of  France,  Spain,  and  HoUand,  ara 
dissipated,  they  uo  longer  exi^  I  am  not  a«P- 
prisra  to  bear  men  advocate  these  wild  opioinaa^ 
to  see  them  goaded  on  by  a  spirit  of  mereaotrlfr 
avarice,  straining  their  feeUk  strength  to  excice 
the  nation  to  war.  when  they  ^re  reached  tfafo 
stage  of  infatuation,  that  We  are  an  ovcr-oMteh 
for  Qreat  Britata  on  the  ocean.  It  is  mere  waste 
of  time  to  reatton  with  such  persons.  Tbey  do 
not  deserve  anything  like  serious Tefutatioto*  The 
proper  arguments  msuch  statesmen  are  afliMi||4i« 
waistcoat,  a  dark  room,  water  gruel,  and  depletme^ 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  there  are 
three  points  to  be  considered,  and  matsrelr  eoe* 
stdered,  before  we  can  be  prepared  to  vote  for  die 
resolution  of  the  gentlen»an  from  Pennsylvania  t 
First.  Oar  ability  to  contend  with  Great  Britaiii 
ibr  the  question  in  dispute :  Secondly.  Thepoliof 
of  such  a  contest:  Thirdly.  In  case  botb  theae- 
shall  besenled  affirmatively,  tbe  manner  in  wbtch 
we  can,  with  the  greatest  effiect,  re-act  upon  and 
annoy  our  adversary. 

Now  the  gentleman  flrom  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
CaowmNeaiBLn)  bas  settled  at  a  single  sweep, 
to  use  one  of  his  tavorite  expressions,  not  only  tliat 
we  are  capable  of  contending  with  Great  Britaia 
on  the  ocean,  bat  that  we  are  actuallv  her  supe- 
rior. Whence  do«e  the  gentleman  deduce  tfai» 
interence?  Because,  truly,  at  that  time  when 
Great  Britain  wala  not  mistress  of  tbe  ocean,  whem 
a  North  was  her  prime  minister,  a  Sandwieb  tbe 
first  lord  of  her  admiralty,  when  she  was  governed 
by  a  counting-house  administration,  privateers  of 
this  country  trespassed  en  her  commerce!  8o,toa^ 
did  the  cniisers  of  Dunkirk ;  at  that  day  Svrffreiii 
held  the  mastery  of  the  fodian  seas.  But  what  is 
the  case  now  1  Do  gentlemen  reaoember  the  cap- 
ture of  Cornwallis  on  land,  beeau>e  De  Chmsse 
maiatained  the  dominion  of  the  ocean  1  To  my 
mind  no  position  is  more  cleai^  than  that  if  we  go 
tewarwitli  Great  Bntafa^Ghi^ileiiontt    "^ 
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the  Chesapeake  and  the  Hudson,  will  be  invested 
by  British  squadrons.  Will  you  call  on  the  Count 
De  Grasse  to  relieve  ihem,  or  shall  we  apply  to 
Admiral  Gravina,  or  Admiral  Villeneuve  to  raise 
the  biocLide  ?  But  you  have  not  only  a  prospect 
ofgatberioe  glory,  and  what  seems  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  much  dearer,  profit,  by 
prirateering,  but  you  will  be  able  to  mate  a  con- 
quest of  Canada  iind  Nova  Scotia.  Indeed!  Then, 
sir,  we  shall  catch  a  Tartar.  I  confess,  however, 
I  have  no  desire  to  see  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Canadian  French,  or  of  tbe 
tories  and  refugees  of  Nova  Scotia,  sitting  on  this 
floor  or  that  of  the  other  House — to  see  them 
l)ecoming  members  of  the  Union,  and  parucina- 
iing  equally  in  our  political  rights.  And  on  wnat 
other  principle  would  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chasetts  be  for  incorporating  those  provinces  with 
us  ?  Or  on  what  other  principle  could  it  be  done 
under  the  Constitution?  If  the  gentleman  has 
DO  other  bounty  to  offer  us  for  going  to  war,  than 
the  incorporation  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  with 
the  United  States,  I  am  for  remaining:  at  peace. 

"Wbatis  the  question  in  dispute?  The  carrying 
trade.  What  part  of  it?  The  fair,  the  honest,  and 
tbe  useful  trade  that  is  engaged  in  carrying  our 
owo  productions  to  foreign  markets,  and  bringing 
Inck  their  productions  in  exchange?  No,  sir.  It 
b  that  carryiiig  trade  which  covers  enemy's  prop- 
erty, and  carries  the  coffee,  the  sugar,  and  other 
West  India  products,  to  the  mother  country.  No, 
sir,  if  this  great  agricultural  nation  is  to  be  gov- 
erned by  Salem  and  Boston,  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  Char- 
leston, let  i^entlemen  come  out  and  say  so;  and 
let  a  committee  of  public  safety  be  appointed  f root 
those  towns  to  carry  on  the  Government.  I,  for 
one,  will  not  mortgage  my  property  and  my  lib- 
erty, to  carry  on  this  trade.  The  nation  said  so 
seven  years  ago-^I  said  so  then,  and  I  say  so  now. 
It  is  not  for  the  honest  carrying  trade  of  America, 
bait  for  this  mushroom,  this  fungus  of  war — for  a 
trade  which,  as  soon  as  the  nations  of  Europe  are  at 
J^ce,  will  no  longer  exist,  it  is  for  this  that  the 
spirit  of  avaricious  traffic  would  plunge  us  into 
war. 

I  am  forcibly  struck  on  this  occasion  by  the  re- 
collection of  a  remark  made  by  one  of  the  ablest 
(if  not  the  honestest)  Ministers  that  England  ever 
produced.  I  mean  sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  said 
that  the  country  gentlemen  (poor  meek  souls!) 
came  up  every  year  to  be  sheared — that  they  laid 
niute  and  patient  whilst  their  fleeces  were  taking 
bff—but  that  if  he  touched  a  single  hnaile,  of  the 
commercial  interest,  the  whole  stye  was  in  an  up- 
roar. It  was  indeed  shearing  the  hog — **  great  cry 
and  little  wool.'' 

Bat  we  are  asked,  are  we  willing  to  beiid  the 
ikeck  to  Eoglacd ;  to  submit  to  her  outra£;es  ?  No, 
nr,  I  answer,  that  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to 
Trodi'cate  the  violation  of  our  flag  on  the  ocean. 
When  they  sihall  have  told  us  what  they  have  done 
lb  resentment  of  tbe  violation  of  the  actual  terri- 
idfy  of  tbe  United  States  by  Spain — the  true  ter- 
fitory  of  the  United  States,  not  your  new-fani;led 
^Dtry  over  the  Missisbippi,  bat  the  good  old  Uni- 


ted States — part  of  Georgia,  of  the  old  thirteen 
States — where  citizens  have  been  taken,  not  from 
our  ships,  but  from  our  actual  territory.  When 
gentlemen  have  taken  the  padlock  from  our  mouths, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  tell  them  what  I  will  do,  rela- 
tive to  our  dispute  with  Britain,  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions, on  contraband,  and  such  stuff. 

I  have  another  objection  to  this  coarse  of  pro- 
ceeding. Great  Britain,  when  she  sees  it.  will  say^ 
the  American  people  have  great  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction with  Spain.  She  wUl  see  by  the  documents^ 
furnished  by  the  President,  that  Spain  has  outraged 
our  territory,  pirated  upon  our  commerce^  and  im* 
prisoned  our  citizens;  and  she  will  inquire  what 
we  have  done?  It  is  true,  ?he  will  receive  nc^ 
answer,  but  she  must  knbw  what  we  have  not  done* 
She  will  see  that  we  have  not  repelled  these  out- 
rages, nor  madeany  addition  tb  our  army  and  navy 
— nor  even  classed  the  militia.  No,  air  not  one 
of  yoiir  militia  generals  in  politics  has  marshalletl 
a  single  brigade. 

Although  I  have  said  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  answer  the  question  which  gentlemen  have  put 
to  me  when  they  shall  have  answered  mine,  yet 
as  I  do  not  like  Ion?  prprogations  I  will  give  them 
an  answer  now.  I  will  never  consent  to  go  to 
war  for  that  which  I  cannot  protect.  I  deem  if 
no  sacrifice  of  dignity  to  say  to  the  Leviathan  of 
the  de^p— we  are  unable  to  contend  with  you  in 
your  own  element,  but  if  you  come  within  our 
actual  limits  we  will  shed  our  last  drop  of  blooi 
in  their  defence.  In  such  an  event  I  would  feel, 
not  reason,  and  obey  an  impulse  which  never  ha% 
which  never  can  deceive  me. 

France  is  at  war  with  England — suppose  her 
power  on  the  continent  of  Europe  no  greater  than 
It  is  on  the  ocean.  How  would  she  make  her  en- 
emy feel  it?  There  would  be  a  perfect  non-con^ 
ductor  between  them.  80  with  the  United  States 
and  England — she  scarcely  presents  to  us  a  vul- 
nerable point  Her  commerce  is  now  carried  oa 
for  the  most  part  in  fleets — where  in  single  ships 
they  are  stout  and  well  armed — very  different  from 
the  state  of  her  trade  during  the  American  war, 
when  her  nierchantmen  became  the  prey  of  paltry 
privateers.  Great  Britain  has  been  too  lon^  at 
war  with  the  three  most  powerful  maritime  nationa 
of  Europe  not  to  have  learnt  how  to  protect  heir 
trade.  She  can  afford  convoy  to  it  all — she  has 
eight  hundred  ships  in  commutsion,  the  navies  of 
her  enemies  are  annihilated.  Thus^this  war  has 
presented  the  new  and  carious  political  spectacle 
of  a  regular  annual  increase  (and  to  an  immense 
amount)  of  her  imports  and  exports,  and  tonnage 
and  revenue,  and  all  the  insignia  of  accumulating 
wealth,  whilst  in  every  former  war,  without  ex- 
ception, these  have  suffered  a  greater  or  less  dim- 
inution. And  wherefore?  Because  she  has  driven 
France, Spain,and  Holland  from  the  ocean.  Their 
marine  is  no  mor&  I  verily  believe  that  ten  En- 
glish ships-of  the-line  would  not  decline  a  meeung 
with  the  combined  fleets  of  those  nations.  I  fore- 
warn the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  his 
constituents  of  Salem,  that  all  their  golden  hopes 
are  vain.  I  forewarn  them  of  the  exposure  of  their 
trade  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good^ilope  (or  now 
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doubling  it)  to  capture  and  confiscation — of  their 
unprotectea  seaport  towns,  exposed  to  contribu- 
tion or  bombardment.  Are  we  to  be  legislated 
into  war  by  a  set  of  men,  who  in  six  weeks  after 
its  commencement  may  be  compelled  to  take  ref- 
uge with  us  up  in  the  country  ?  And  for  what  ? 
A  mere  fungus — a  mushroom  production  of  war 
in  Europe,  which  will  disappear  with  the  first  re- 
turn of  peace — an  unfair  trade.  For  is  there  a  man 
so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we  possess  a  capital 
not  only  equal  to  what  may  be  called  oqr  own 
proper  trade,  but  large  enough  also  to  transmit  to 
the  respective  parent  Slates  the  vast  and  wealthy 
products  of  the  French,  Spanish  and  Dutch  colo- 
nies? It  is  beyond  the  belief  of  any  rational  being. 
But  this  is  not  my  only  objection  to  entering  upon 
this  naval  warfare ;  I  am  averse  to  a  naval  war  with 
any  nation  whatever.  I  was  opposed  to  the  naval 
war  of  the  last  Administration,  and  I  am  as  ready 
to  oppose  a  naval  war  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, should  they  meditate  such  a  measure.  What ! 
shall  this  great  mammoth  of  the  American  forest 
leave  his  native  element  and  plunge  into  the  water 
in  a  mad  contest  with  the  shark?  Let  him  beware 
that  his  proboscis  is  not  bitten  off  in  the  engage- 
ment. Let  him  stay  on  shore,  and  not  be  excited 
^y  the  muscles  and  periwinkles  on  the  strand,  or 
political  bears,  in  a  ooat  to  venture  on  the  perils 
of  the  deep.  Gentlemen  say  will  you  not  protect 
your  violated  rights  ?  and  I  say  why  take  to  water, 
where  you  can  neither  fight  nor  swim.  Look  at 
France — see  her  vessels  stealing  from  port  to  port 
on  her  own  coast — and  remember  that  she  is  the 
first  military  Power  of  the  earth,  and  as  a  naval 
people  second  only  to  England.  Take  away  the 
British  navy,  and  France  to-morrow  is  the  tyrant 
of  the  ocean. 

This  bringp  me  to  the  second  point.  How  far 
is  it  politic  in  the  United  States  to  throw  their 
weight  into  the  scale  of  France  at  this  moment, 
from  whatever  motive — to  aid  the  views  of  her 
gigantic  ambition — to  make  her  mistress  of  tbe 
sea  and  land — to  jeopardize  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind? Sir,  you  may  help  to  crush  Great  Britain, 
you  may  assist  in  breaking  down  her  naval  do- 
minion, but  you  cannot  succeed  to  it.  The  iron 
sceptre  of  the  ocean  will  pass  into  his  hands  who 
wears  the  iron  crown  ot  the  land.  You  may 
then  expect  a  new  code  of  maritime  law.  Where 
will  you  look  for  redress?  I  can  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachu!:etts  that  there  is  nothing  in 
his  rule  of  tHree  that  will  save  us,  even  althoujfh 
he  should  ont-do  himself,  and  exceed  the  financial 
ingenuity  which  he  so  memorably  displayed  on  a 
recent  occasion.  No,  sir,  let  the  battle  of  Actinm 
be  once  fought,  and  the  whole  line  of  seacoast 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  The  At- 
lantic, deep  and  wide  as  it  is,  will  prov«  just  as 
good  a  barrier  against  bis  ambition,  if  directed 
against  you,  as  the  Mediterranean  to  the  power  of 
the  Cssars.  Do  I  mean  (when  I  say  so)  to  crouch 
to  the  invader?  No!  I  will  meet  him  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  fight  every  inch  of  ground  from 
thence  to  ihe  mountains — rrom  the  mountains  to 
the  Mississippi.  But  after  tamely  submitting  to 
an  outrage  on  your  domicile  will  you  bully  and 


look  big  at  an  insult  on  your  flag  three  thoosand 
miles  off? 

But,  sir,  I  have  yet  a  more  cogent  reason  against 
going  to  war,  for  the  honor  of  the  flag  in  tbe  nar- 
row seas,  or  any  other  maritime  punctilio.  It 
springs  from  my  attachment  to  the  Government 
under  which  I  live.  I  declare,  in  the  face  of  day^ 
that  this  Government  was  not  instituted  for  the 
purposes  of  offensive  war.  No !  It  was  fraaied 
fto  use  its  own  language)  "  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  the  general  welfare,^  which  are  incon- 
sistent with  offensive  war.  I  call  that  offensive 
war,  which  goes  out  of  our  jurisdiction  and  lim- 
its for  the  attain fnent  or  protection  of  objects^not 
within  those  limits,  and  that  jurisdiction.  As  in 
1798  I  was  opposed  to  this  species  of  warfare,  be- 
cause I  believed  it  would  raze  the  Constitution  to 
its  very  foundation — so,  in  1806, 1  am  opposed  to 
it,  and  on  the  same  grounds.  No  sooner  do  you 
put  the  Constitution  to  this  use — to  a  test  which 
It  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  endure — than  its 
incompetency  becomes  manifest,  and  apparent  to 
all.  I  fear  it  you  go  into  a  foreign  war,  for  a  cir- 
cuitous, unfair  carrying  trade,  you  will  come  oat 
without  your  Constitution.  Have  not  you  eon- 
tractors  enough  yet  in  this  House  ?  Or,  do  yon 
want  to  be  overrun  and  devoured  by  commissaries, 
and  all  the  vermin  of  contract  ?  I  fear,  sir,  that 
what  are  called  "  the  energy  men^'  will  rise  up 
affain— men  who  will  burn  the  parchment.  IVe 
shall  be  told  that  our  Government  is  too  free ;  or, 
as  they  would  say,  weak  and  inefficient.  Mucn 
virtue,  sir,  in  terms !  That  we  must  give  the  Pres- 
ident power  to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion. That  is,  to  filch  the  last  shilling  from  our 
pockets — to  drain  the  last  drop  of  blood  from  our 
veins.  I  am  against  giving  this  power  to  any  man, 
be  he  who  he  may.  The  American  people  must 
either  withhold  this  power,  or  resign  their  liberties. 
There  is  no  other  alternative.  Nothing  but  the 
most  imperious  necessity  will  justify  such  a  grant. 
And  is  there  a  powerful  enemy  at  our  doors  ?  You 
may  begin  with  a  First  Consul.  From  that  chry- 
salis state  he  soon  becomes  an  Emperor.  You 
have  your  choice.  It  depends  upon  your  election 
whether  you  will  be  a  free,  happy,  and  united  peo- 
ple at  home,  or  the  light  of  your  Executive  Maj- 
esty shall  beam  across  the  Atlantic  in  one  general 
blaze  of  the  public  liberty. 

For  my  part,  I  will  never  go  to  war  but  in  self- 
defence.  1  have  no  desire  for  conquests — no  am- 
bition to  possess  Nova  Scotia.  I  hold  the  liberties 
of  this  people  at  a  higher  rate.  Much  more 
am  I  indisposed  to  war,  when,  among  the  first 
means  for  carrying  it  on,  I  see  gentlemen  propose 
the  confiscation  of  debts  due  by  Government  to 
individuals.  Does  a  bona  Jide  creditor  know  who 
holds  his  paper  ?  Dare  any  honest  man  ask  him* 
self  the  question  ?  'Tis  hard  to  say  whether  such 
principles  are  more  detestably  dishonest,  than  they 
are  weak  and  foolish.  What^  sir,  will  you  go 
about  with  proposals  for  opening  a  loan  in  one 
hand,  and  a  sponge  for  the  national  debl  in  the 
other  ?  If,  on  a  late  occasion,  you  could  not  bor- 
row at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  eight  per  cent, 
when  the  Government  avowed  that  they  would 
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pay  to  tlie  last  shtUiog^  of  the  public  abilitv,  at 
what  price  do  you  expect  to  raise  money  with  aa 
avowal  of  these  nefarious  opinions  ?  Grod  help 
jrou,  if  these  are  your  ways  and  means  for  carry- 
log  on  war !  if  your  Onances  are  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Because  a 
man  can  take  an  obserratioo,and  keep  a  log-book 
and  a  reckoning;  can  navieate  a  cock-boat  to  the 
West  Indies,  or  the  Bast^  shall  he  aspire  to  navi- 

Sate  the  great  vessel  of  State^lo  stand  at  the 
elm  of  public  councils  ?  Ne  tutor  ultra  crepidam. 
What  are  tou  going  to  war  for  ?  For  the  carrying 
traded  AireaaY  you  possess  seven-eighths  of  it. 
Wbmt  is  the  object  in  dispute  ?  The  fair,  honest 
trade,  thait  exchanges  the  product  of  our  soil  for 
foreign  articles  for  home  consumption  1  Not  at  alL 
You  are  called  upon  to  sacrifice  this  necessarv 
branch  of  your  navigation,  and  the  great  agricul* 
turai  interest — whose  handmaid  it  is-^to  jeop- 
ardize vour  best  interests  for  a  circuitous  com* 
nerce,  for  the  fraudulent  protection  of  belligerent 
property  uoderyour  neutral  fiRg.  Will  you  be 
goaded,  by  the  dreaminff  calculations  of  insatiate 
avarice,  to  stake  your  all  for  the  protection  of  this 
trade  1  I  do  not  speak  of  the  probable  effects  of 
war  on  the  price  ol  our  produce.  Severely  as  we 
must  feel,  we  may  scuffle  through  it.  1  speak 
of  its  reaction  on  the  Constitution.  You  may 
go  to  war  for  this  excrescence  of  the  carrying 
&ade^  and  make  peace  at  the  expense  of  the  Coa- 
atitotion.  Your  Executive  will  lord  it  over  you, 
and  you  must  make  the  best  terms  with  the  con- 
queror that  you  can.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Qreoo)  tells  you  that  he  is  for 
acting  in  this,  as  in  all  thinffs,  uninfluenced  by  the 
opiuion  of  any  Minister  wnatever*^foreign,  or,  I 
presume,  domestic.  On  this  point  I  am  willing 
to  meet  the  gentleman — am  unwilling  to  be  dic- 
tated to  by  any  Minister,  at  home  or  abroad.  Is  he 
willing  to  act  on  the  same  independent  footing  ? 
I  have  before  protested,  and  I  again  protest  against 
•ecret,  irresponsible,  overruling  influence.  The 
first  question  I  asked  when  I  saw  the  gentleman's 
lesolotion,  was,  "  Is  this  a  measure  of  the  Cabi- 
net T'^  Not  of  an  open  declared  Cabinet;  but,  of 
an  invisible,  inscrutable,  unconstitutional  Cabi- 
net, without  responsibility,  unknown  to  the  Con- 
atitntion.  I  speak  of  tiack-stairs  influence — of 
men  who  bring  messages  to  this  House,  which, 
although  they  do  not  appear  on  the  Journals,  gov- 
ern its  decisions.  Sir,  .the  first  question  that  I 
naked  on  the  subject  of  British  relations,  was, 
What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet?  What 
measures  will  they  recommend  to  Congress? — 

adl  knowing  that  whatever  measures  we  might 
e,  thev  must  execute  them,  and  therefore^  tuat 
we  should  have  their  opinion  on  the  subject.) 
My  answer  was.  (and  from  a  Cabinet  Minister 
too,)  "  T%ere  is  no  longer  any  Cabi$ietJ*  Subse- 
quent circumstances,  sir,  have  given  me  a  personal 
uowledge  of  the  fact.  It  needs  no  commentary. 
But  the  gentleman  has  told  you  that  we  ought 
to  go  to  war,  if  for  nothing  else,  for  the  fur  trade. 
Now.  air,  the  people  on  whose  support  he  seems^ 
to  calculate,  follow,  let  me  tell  him,  a  better  busi- 
,  and  let  nie  add,  that  whilst  men  are  happy 


at  home  reap»n|f  their  own  fields — the  fruits  of 
their  labor  and  mdustry — there  is  little  danger  of 
their  being  induced  to  go  sixteen  or  seventeen 
hundred  miles  in  pursuit  of  beavers,  raccoons,  or 
opossums,  much  less  of  going  to  war  for  the  priv* 
ilfg[e.  They  are  better  employed  where  they  are, 
I'his  trade,  sir,  may  be  important  to  Britain,  to 
nations  who  have  exhausted  every  resource  of 
industry  at  home,  bowed  down  by  taxation  and 
wretchedness.  Let  them«  in  God's  name,  if  they 
please,  follow  the  fur  trade.  They  may,  for  me, 
catch  every  beaver  in  North  America.  Yes,  svt^ 
our  people  have  a  better  occupation — a  safe,  prof- 
itable, honorable  employment.  While  they  should 
be  engaged  in  distant  regions  in  hunting  the  bea* 
ver,  they  dread  lest  those  whose  natural  prey  they 
are  should  begin  to  hunt  them,  should  pillage 
their  property,  and  assassinate  their  Constitution* 
Instead  of  these  wild  schemes,  pay  off  your  debt| 
instead  of  prating  about  its  coonscation.  Do  not. 
I  beseech  you,  expose  at  once  your  knavery  and 
your  folly.  You  have  more  lands  than  you  know 
what  to  do  with,  you  have  lately  paid  fifteen  mil* 
lions  for  yet  more.  Go  and  work  them,  and  cease 
to  alarm  the  people  with  the  cry  of  wolf,  until 
they  become  deaf  to  your  voice,  or  at  least  laugh 
at  you. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  felt  leas  re^vd  for  what  I 
deem  the  best  interests  of  thisnauon  than  for  my 
own  reputation,  I  should  not,  on  this  day^  have 
offered  to  address  you,  but  would  have  waited  to 
come  out,  bedecked  with  flowers  and  boquets  of 
rhetoric,  in  a  set  speech.  But,  sir,  I  dreaded  lest 
a  tone  might  be  given  to  the  mind  of  the  com- 
mittee — they  will  pardon  me,  but  I  did  fear,  from 
all  that  I  could  see  or  hear,  that  they  might  be 
prejudiced  by  its  advocates,  (under  pretence  of 

I  protecting  our  commerce)  in  favor  of  this  ridioo* 
ous  and  preposterous  project;  I  rose,^8ir,  for  one, 
to  plead  guilty ;  to  declare  in  the  face  of  day  that 
I  will  not  go  to  war  for  this  carrying  trade.  I 
will  agree  to  pass  for  an  idiot  if  this  is  not  the 
public  sentiment  and  you  will  find  it  to  your  CQ6t| 
begin  the  war  when  you  will. 

Gentlemen  talk  of  1793.  They  might  as  well 
go  back  to  the  Trojan  war.  What  was  your  sit- 
uation  then  ?  Then  every  heart  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  France,  for  republican  FVance  !  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  with  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  we  were  all  ready  to  draw  our 
swords  in  her  cause,  but  I  affirm  that  we  were 
prepared  to  have  ^one  great  lengths.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  pay  tlus  compliment  to  the  hearts  of 
the  American  people,  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
understandings.  It  was  a  noble  and  generous 
sentiment,  which  nations  like  individuals  are 
never  the  worse  for  having  felt.  They  were,  I 
repeat  it,  ready  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  France. 
And  why  ready  ?  Because  she  was  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  numan  race  against  the  comoined 
enemies  of  their  liberty ;  because  she  was  per- 
forming the  part  which  Great  Britain  now,  in 
fact,  sustains,  forming  the  only  bulwark  against 
univer^l  dominion,  l^nock  away  her  Navy,  and 
where  are  you  ?  Under  the  naval  despotism  of 
France,  unchecked  and  unqualified  by  any  an* 
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tagoDiziDg  military  power ;  at  best  but  a  change 
of  roasters.  The  tyrant  of  the  ocean,  and  the 
tvrant  of  the  land,  is  one  and  the  fame,  lord  of 
all,  and  who  shall  say  him  nay.  or  wherefore  do- 
est  thoa  this  thing  ?  Give  to  the  tiger  the  prop- 
erties of  the  shark,  and  there  is  no  longer  safety 
for  the  beasts  of  the  forest  or  the  fishes  of  the 
sea.  Where  was  this  hieh  anti-Britannic  spirit 
cf  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania,  when  his 
Tote  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  British  treaty, 
that  pestilent  source  of  evil  to  this  country  ?  and 
at  a  time,  too,  when  it  was  not  less  the  interest 
than  the  sentiment  of  this  people  to  pull  down 
Great  Britain  and  exah  France.  Then,  when 
the  gentleman  might  have  acted  with  effect,  he 
eould  not  screw  his  courage  to  the  sticking  place. 
Then  England  was  combined  in  what  has  proven 
a  feeble,  inefficient  coalition,  but  which  gave  just 
cause  of  alarm  to  every  friend  of  freedom.  Now 
the  liberties  of  the  human  race  are  threatened  by 
a  single  Power,  more  formidable  than  the  coa- 
lesced world,  to  whose  utmost  ambition,  vast  as  it 
it,  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  forms  the 
only  obstacle. 

1  am  perfectly  sensible  and  ashamed  of  the  tres* 
pass  !  am  making  on  the  patience  of  the  Commit^ 
tee ;  but  as  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  in  my 
^owerto  trouble  them  again  on  thissubject,  I  must 
Deg  leave  to  continue  mj  crude  and  desultory  oh- 
iervations.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  they 
are  so.  At  the  conraieoreement  of  thijt  session,  we 
received  a  printed  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  breathing  a  great  deal  of  na- 
tional honor,  and  indignation  at  the  outmges  we 
had  ernhired,  pai^icularly  from  Spain.  She  Was 
specially  named  and  pointed  at.  She  had  pirated 
upon  your  commerce,  imprisoned  your  citltsens, 
▼folated  your  actual  territory ;  invaded  the  very 
limits  solemnly  established  between  the  two  na- 
tiofls  by  the  Treaty  of  San  Lolrenzo.  Some  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  (amoojpr  others  the  very 
Btate  on  which  the  gentleman  mm  Pennsylvania 
relies  for  support.)  sent  forward  resolutions  pledg- 
ing their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacr^ 
honor,  in  support  of  any  measures  you  might  take 
in  vindroation  of  your  injured  rights.  Well,  sir, 
what  have  you  done  ?  You  have  had  resolutions 
laid  upon  your  table,  gone  to  some  expense  of 
printing  and  stationery — mere  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
that^tall.  Like  true  political  quacks,  you  deal 
only  in  handbills  and  nostrums.  Sir.  I  blush  to 
aee  the  record  of  our  proceedings;  they  resemble 
nothing  but  the  advertisements  of  patent  medi- 
cines. Here  you  have  "the  worm- destroy  me 
lozenges,"  there  "Church's  cough  drops;"  and, 
to  crown  the  whole,  *•  Sloan's  vegetable  specific," 
kxk  inikllible  remedy  for  all  nervous  disorders  and 
rertigoes  of  brain-sick  politicians;  each  man  ear- 
nestly adjuring^  you  to  give  his  medicine  only  a 
Ihir  trial.  If,  indeed,  these  wonder-working  nos- 
trums could  perform  but  one^half  of  what  they 
promise,  there  is  little  danger  of  our  dying  a  po- 
litioal  death,  at  this  time  at  least.  But,  sir,  in 
|K)litic8  as  in  physics,  the  doctor  is  ofttimes  The 
most  dangerous  disease ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  our 
«iae  at  present. 


But,  Fir,  why  do  I  talk  of  Spain  ?  There  are 
no  loo<;er  Pyrenees.  There  exists  no  such  nation, 
no  such  being  as  a  Spanish  King,  or  Minister.  It 
h  a  mere  jugsrle,  played  off  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  put  the  mechanism  into  motion.  Ton  know, 
sir,  that  you  have  no  differences  with  Spain  ;  that 
she  is  the  passive  tool  of  a  superior  Power,  to 
whom,  at  this  moment,  you  are  crouching.  Are 
your  itiffereoces,  indeed,  with  Spain?  And  where 
are  you  going  to  send  your  political  panacea^ 
resolutions  ^nd  handbills  excepted,  your  sole  ar- 
canum of  Government,  your  king  cure  all?  To 
Madrid  ?  No — you  are  not  such  quacks  as  not 
to  know  where  the  shoe  pinches — to  Paris.  You 
know,  at  least,  where  the  disease  lies,  and  there 
you  apply  your  remedy.  When  the  nation  anx- 
iously demands  the  result  of  your  deliberations^ 
you  hang  your  head  and  blush  to  tell.  Tou  are 
afraid  to  tell.  Your  mouth  is  hermetically  sealed. 
Your  honor  hfts  received  a  wound  which  mast 
not  take  air.  Gentlemen  dare  not  come  forward 
and  avow  their  work,  much  less  defend  it  in  the 
presence  of  the  nation.  Give  them  all  they  a^k, 
that  Spain  exists — and  what  then  ?^  Afcer  shrink- 
ing from  the  Spanish  jackall.  do  you  presume  to 
bully  the  British  lion  f  But  nere  the  secret  comes 
ont.  Britain  is  your  riVal  in  trade,  and  governed 
as  you  are  by  counting-bouse  jpoliiicians,  yott 
would  sacrifice  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
country,  to  wound  that  rival.  For  Spain  and 
France  yon  are  carriers,  and  from  good  costorci- 
ers  every  indignity  is 'to  be  endured.  And  what 
is  the  nature  of  this  trade?  Is  it  that  carrying 
trade  which  sends  abroaid  the  flour,  tobacco,  cot- 
ton^ beef,  pork,  fish,  and  lumber  of  this  couotrf, 
and  brings  back  in  return  foreign  articles  neces- 
sary for  our  existence  or  comfort  ?  No,  air,  it  is 
a  trade  carried  on — ^the  Lord  knows  where,  or  by 
whotn  ;  now  doubting  Cape  Horn,  now  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hone.  I  do  not  say  that  there  u  no 
profit  in  it — tor  it  would  not  then  be  pm^ued— 
but  it  is  a  trade  that  tends  to  assimilate  our  man- 
ners and  Government  to  those  of  the  most  cor- 
rupt countries  of  Europe.  Yes,  sir,  and  when  k 
questioii  of  ^reaft  national  magnitude  preseiirs; 
itself  to  you,  it  causes  those  who  now  prateaboat 
nati6nal  honor  and  spirit  to  pocket  any  insuft;  lo 
consider  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  debit  and  credit ; 
a  business  of  profit  and  loss,  and  nothing  else. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  my  mind,  when  this 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  was  undederiva- 
tur?  A  quei^tidn  always  put  to  us  at  schooK 
Whence  comes  it?  Is  this  only  the  putative  fa- 
ther of  the  bantling  he  Is  taxed  to  maintain,  or. 
indeed^  the  actual  parent,  the  real  progenitor  oi 
the  child?  Or,  is  it  the  production  of  the  Cabi- 
net? But,  I  knew  yon  had  no  Cabinet,  no  sys- 
tem. I  had  seen  despatches  relating  to  vital  mea- 
sures laid  before  you  tbe  day  after  your  final  de- 
cision on  those  measures,  four  weets  after  they 
were  received ;  not  only  their  contents,  l^ot  their 
very  existence,  all  that  time  nnsuspected  and  un- 
known to  men  whom  the  people  fondly  believe 
assist  with  their  wisdom  and  experience  at  every 
important  deliberation.  Do  you  believe  that  this 
iiystem,  or  rather  this  nt>-sya^,  will  do  ?    1  am 
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free  to  answer  it  will  not,  it  eminot  last.  I  am  oot 
80  afraid  of  the  fair,  open,  Conntiturional.  respon- 
•ible  iDflo^nee  of  QoverDment,  but  I  shrink  intu- 
itirely  from  this  left-handed,  invisible,  irresponsi- 
ble i^flapnee,  which  defies  the  touch,  but  pervades 
aii^  decidea  everything.  Let  the  Executive  come 
forward  to  the  Lei^tslature;  let  us  see  while  we 
^\  It.  If  we  cannot  rely  on  its  ivisdom,  is  it  any 
^nparagement  to  the  gentleman  from  Penmiylta- 
M  to  say  that  I  cannot  rely  upon  him  ?  No,  sir. 
Jm  bi»  mistaken  bis  talent.  He  is  not  the  Pali- 
ftvrus  on  whose  skill  the  nation,  at  this  trying 
■loment,  can  repose  their  confidence.  I  will  ha  ve 
Botkiog  to  do  with  his  paper,  much  less  will  I 
eddorse  it,  imd  make  myself  rei^ponsible  for  its 
ffoodness.  I  will  oot  pot  my  name  to  it.  I  assert 
mt  there  is  no  Cabinet,  no  system,  no  plan  ;  that 
Itrbioh  I  believe  in  one  pUce,  I  shall  never  hesi- 
tate to  say  in  anotbet*.  This  is  no  time,  no  place, 
far  mincing  our  steps.  The  people  have  a  right 
ID  kiHiw;  tbey  «hall  know  the  state  of  their  af* 
lim  ;  at  least,  as  far  as  I  am  at  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate them.  I  speak  from  personal  knowledge. 
Teti  days  ago  there  had  been  no  conruliation ; 
tfbere  existed  no  opinkm  in  your  Exemtive  de- 
partment; at  least,  none  that  was  avowed.  On 
Hie  contrary,  there  was  an  express  disavowal  of 
any  optnion  whatsoeTer,  on  tbe  ^eat  subject  be- 
lore  yoti ;  and  I  have'good  reahon  for  Miying  t^at 
aooe  has  been  formed  since.  Some  time  ago,  a 
book  was  laid  on  our  tables,  which,  like  sume 
^ther  bani4inffs,  did  not  bear  the  name  of  its  fa- 
^er.  Here  f  was  tanebt  to  etpc^ct  a  solution  of 
aH  donbtii,an  end  to  all  our  difficulties.  If,  sir,  1 
trere  the  foe — as  I  truet  I  am  the  friend  of  this 
Bation— I  would  exclaim,  ^  Ob,  that  mine  eitemy 
wotiid  write  a  book!"  At  the  very  ontset,  fn  the 
rerf  first  page,  I  believe,  there  isa  complete  aban- 
dooment  of  the  principle  in  dispute.  His  any 
geotleman  got  the  work  ?  [h  was  handed  by  one 
of  tbe  OKwbers.]  The  first  position  taken  is  the 
browd  pirioctpte  of  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade 
between  nationsat  peace,  which  the  writer  endea* 
TOTS  to  extend  to  the  trade  between  a  neutral  and 
a  belligerent  Power,  accompanied,  however,  by 
tlHo  acknowledgment:  "Bat,  inasmuch  as  the 
Urade  of  a  neutral  with  a  belligerent  nation. 
'  mi^t,  in  certain  special  cases,  aflect  the  safety 
'  of  i«s  antagonist,  usage,  founded  on  the  principle 

*  of  necesitity,  has  admitted  a  few  exceptions  to 

*  tbe  geikeral  rule.*'  Whence  comes  the  doctrine 
of  contraband,  blockaie,  and  enemy's  property  ? 
Flow,  sir,  for  what  does  that  celebrated  pamphlet, 

*  War  in  Disguise"— which  is  said  to'hnve  been 
written  under  the  eye  of  the  British  Prime  Min- 
iater— -contend,  but  this  ^*  principle  of  neces- 
aityT  And  this  is  abandoned  by  this  pamphlet- 
eer at  the  vei^y  threshold  of  the  dtacusston.  But, 
as  if  this  were  not  enough,  he  goes  on  to  assign  as 
a  reason  for  oot  referring  to  the  authority  <h  the 
ancients,  "that  the  great  change  which  has  taken 
'  place  in  tbe  state  of  manners,  in  the  maxims  of 

*  war,  and  in  the  course  of  commerce,  make  it 
*^  pretty  certain"  (what  degree  of  certainty  is  this?) 
*tbat  either  nothing  wilt  be  f  >und  relating  to  tbe 
^^[oeation,  or  nothing  anfieieaiiy  a|i]^oab^  toda- 


*  serve  attention  in  deciding  it."  Here,  sir,  is  an 
apology  of  the  writer  for  not  disclosing  the  whole 
extent  of  his  learning,  (which  might  have  over- 
whelmed the  reader.)  is  the  adinisston  that  a 
change  of  circnmstaiices,  (**in  the  course  of  com* 
merce,")  has  made  (and.  therefore,  will  now  Jus- 
tify )  a  total  change  of  the  law  of  nations.  What 
more  could  the  most  inveterate  advocate  of  Eng- 
Hxh  usurpation  demand?  What  eke  can  ihey 
reqtfireto  estabKsh  all,  and  even  more  than  they 
contend  for  T  8tr,  there  is  a  class  of  men— we 
know  them  very  Well — who,  if  you  only  permit 
them  to  lay  the  foundation,  will  build  you  Qp,ste{> 
hy  step,  and  brick  by  brick,  very  neat  and  8bow]|r} 
if  not  tenable  arguments.  To  detect  them,  it  la 
only  necessary  to  watch  their  premises,  where 
you  will  often  find  the  point  at  issue  surrendered, 
as  in  this  case  it  is. 

Again  :  Is  the  inare  /tberttift  any  where  asserted 
in  this  book,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods  ?  No, 
sir ;  the  right  of  search  is  acknowledged ;  that 
enemy^s  property  is  lawful  prize,  is  sealed  and  de- 
livered* And,  feiAer  abandoning  these  princintesj 
what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  that  n  mereshiiting 
of  the  goods  from  one  ship  to  another,  the  touch- 
ing at  another  porl,  changes  the  property?  Sir^ 
give  up  this  prii>ciple,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the 
question.  You  lie  at  tbe  mercy  of  the  oonrscience 
^  a  Court  of  Admiralty.  Is  Spanish  sugar.  <nr 
French  coffee,  made  American  property,  by  th(9 
mere  change  of  the  car^o,  or  even  hy  the  landing 
and  payment  of  the  duties?  Does  this  operation 
effect  a  change  of  property?  And  when  those 
duties  are  drawn  back,  and  the  sugar  and  coffee 
re  exported,  ftfe  they  not  (as  enemy's  property) 
tiable  to  sehnire  upon  the  principles  of  the  "  Ex- 
amination of  the  British  doctrine,"  dbc.?  And,  ia 
there  not  the  best  reason  to  believe,  that  this  ope- 
ration is  performed  in  many,  if  not  in  most  cases, 
ro  give  a  neutral  aspect  and  color  to  the  merchan- 
dise? 

I  am  prepared,  sir,  to  be  represented  as  willing 
to  surrender  impfortant  rights  of  this  nation  to  a 
foreign  Government.  I  have  been  told  that  this 
sentiment  is  already  whispered  in  the  dark,  by 
time-servers  and  sycophanu.  But,  if  your  Clerk 
dared  to  prrnt  them,  1  would  appeal  to  your  Jour- 
nals. I  would  call  for  the  reading  of  them,  but 
that  I  know  they  are  not  for  profane  eyes  to  look 
upon.  I  confess  that  I  am  more  ready  to  surren- 
der to  a  naval  Power  a  square  league  of  oceans 
than  to  a  territorial  one,  a  square  inch  of  lana 
within  our  limits ;  and  I  am  ready  to  meet  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  on  this  ground  at  any 
time. 

Let  them  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy* 
They  dare  not.  They  are  ashamed  and  afraid  to 
do  it.  They  may  give  winks  and  nods,  and  pre- 
tend to  be  wise,  but  they  dare  not  come  out  and 
tell  the  nation  what  they  have  done.  Qentlemea 
may  take  notes  if  they  please,  but  I  will  never, 
from  any  motive  short  of  self-defence,  enter  upon 
war.  i  will  never  be  instrumental  to  the  ambi- 
tions schemee  of  Bonaparte,  nor  nut  into  bb 
hands  what  Will  enable  him  to  wield  the  worid, 
and  ott  the  very  priticiple  that  iwiahed  sucoeas  to 
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the  French  arms  in  1793.  And  wherefore  ?  Be- 
cause the  case  is  changed.  Qreat  Britain  can 
never  again  see  the  year  1760.  Her  continental 
influence  is  gone  forever.  Let  who  will  be  up- 
permost on  the  continent  of  Europe,  she  must 
find  more  than  a  connterpoise  for  her  strength. 
Her  race  is  run.  She  can  only  be  formidable  as 
a  maritime  Power ;  and,  even  as  such,  perhaps 
not  long.  Are  you  going  to  Justify  the  acts  of 
the  last  Administration,  for  which  they  hare  been 
deprived  of  the  Government  at  our  instance? 
Are  you  going  back  to  the  ground  of  1796-'9?  I 
ask  any  man  who  now  advocates  a  ruiMure  with 
England  to  assisn  a  single  reason  for  his  opinion, 
that  would  not  nave  justified  a  French  war  in 
1798 1  If  injury  and  in^tult  abroad  would  have 
justified  it,  we  had  them  in  abundance  then.  But 
what  did  the  Republicans  say  at  that  day  1  That, 
Under  Che  cover  of  a  war  with  France,  the  Exec- 
utive would  be  armed  with  a  patronage  and  povr- 
er  which  might  enable  it  to  master  our  liberties. 
They  deprecated  foreign  war  and  navies,  and 
standing  armies,  and.  loans,  and  taxes.  The  de- 
lirium passed  away — the  good  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple triumphed,  and  our  differences  were  accom- 
modated without  a  war.  And  what  is  there  in 
the  situation  of  England  that  invites  to  war  with 
her  ?  It  is  true  she  does  not  deal  so  larsely  in  per- 
fcctabilit3rj  but  she  supplies  you  with  a  much 
more  useful  commodity — with  coarse  woollens. 
With  less  profession  inoeed  she  occupies  the  place 
of  France  in  1793.  She  is  the  sole  bulwark  of 
the  human  race  against  universal  dominion ;  no 
thanks  to  her  for  it.  In  protecting  her  own  exist- 
ence, she  insures  theirs.  I  care  not  who  stands  in 
this  situation,  whether  England  or  Bonaparte.  I 
practice  the  doctrines  now  that  I  professed  in 
1798.  Gentlemen  may  hunt  up  the  journals  if 
they  please ;  I  voted  against  all  such  projects  un- 
der the  Administration  of  John  Adams,  and  I 
will  continue  to  do  so  under  that  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson. Are  vpu  not  contented  with  being  free 
and  happy  at  home?  Or  will  you  surrender  these 
blessinffs  that  your  merchants  may  tread  on  Turk- 
ish and  Persian  carpets,  and  burn  the  perfumes  of 
the  East  in  their  vaulted  rooms.  Gentlemen  sajr 
it  is  but  an  annual  million  lost,  and  even  if  it 
were  five  times  that  amount,  what  is  it  compared 
with  your  neutral  rights?  Sir.  let  me  tell  them  ft 
hundred  millions  will  be  but  a  ilrop  in  the  bucket, 
if  once  they  launch  without  rudder  or  compass 
into  this  ocean  of  foreign  warfare.  Whom  do 
they  want  to  attack?  England.  They  hope  it 
is  a  popular  thing,  and  talk  about  Bunker's  Hill, 
and  the  gallant  feats  of  our  Revolution.  But  is 
Bunker's  Hill  to  be  the  theatre  of  war?  No,  sir, 
you  have  selected  the  ocean,  and  the  object  of  at- 
tack is  that  very  navy  which,  prevented  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  France  and  Spain  from  levying 
contribution  upon  you  in  your  own  seas^  that 
very  navy  which,  in  the  famous  war  of  1798, 
stood  between  you  and  danger.  Whilst  the  fleets 
of  the  enemy  were  pent  up  in  Toulon,  or  pin- 
ioned in  Brest,  we  performea  wonders  to  oe  sure ; 
but,  sir,  if  Englana  had  drawn  ofi^  France  would 
bava  told  you  quite  a  different  tale.    You  would 


have  struck  no  medals.  This  is  not  the  sort  of 
conflict  that  you  are  to  count  upon,  if  you  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain.  Qjuem  Deu$  vmt  perdere 
priua  demenUU.  And  are  you  mad  enough  to 
take  up  the  cudgels  that  have  been  struck  from 
the  nerveless  hands  of  the  three  great  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe  ?  Shall  the  planter  mortga|;e 
his  little  crop,  and  jeopardize  the  Constitution  la 
support  of  commercial  monopoly,  in  the  vttin, 
hope  of  satisfying  the  insatiable  greediness  of 
trade?  Administer  the  Constitution  upon  its 
own  principles:  for  the  general  welfare^  and  aoC 
for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  class  of  men. 
Do  you  meditate  war  for  the  possession  of  Batom 
Rouge  or  Mobile,  places  which  your  own  laws 
declare  to  be  within  your  limits?  Is  it  even  for 
the  fair  trade  that  exchanges  your  surplus  pro- 
ducts for  such  foreign  articles  as  you  require? 
No,  sir,  it  is  for  a  circuitous  trade — an  ignis  fato- 
us.  And  against  wbom?  A  nation  from  whom 
you  have  anything  to  fear  ? — I  speak  as  to  our 
liberties.  No.  sir,  with  a  nation  from  whom  yoa 
have  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  to  fear;  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  one  against  which  vou  have 
everything  to  dread.  I  1^  to  their  ability  and 
interest,  not  to  their  disposition.  When  you  rely 
on  that  the  case  is  desperate.  Is  it  to  be  inferred 
from  all  this  that  I  would  yield  to  Great  Britain  ? 
No.  I  would  act  towards  her  now,  as  I  was  dis- 
posed to  do  towards  France,  in  1796-'9;  treat 
with  her,  and  for  the  same  reason,  on  the  same 
principles.  Do  I  say  I  would  treat  with  her  ? 
At  this  moment  you  have  a  negotiation  pending 
with  her  Qoverntnent  With  her  you  have  not 
tried  negotiation  and  failed,  totally  failed,  as  yoa 
have  done  with  Spain,  or  rather  France;  and 
wherefore,  under  such  circumstances,  this  hostile 
spirit  to  the  one,  and  this-^I  will  not  say  whair— 
to  the  other? 

But  a  great  deal  is  said  about  the  laws  of  na> 
tions.    What  is  national  law  but  national  power 

fuided  by  national  in  terest  ?  You  yourselves  ae- 
nowledge  and  practice  uponthis  principle  where 
you  can,  or  where  you  dare-^with  the  ladiaa 
tribes  for  instance.  I  might  aive  another  and 
more  forcible  illustration.  WiU  the  learned  looi- 
ber  of  your  libraries  add  a  ship  to  your  fleet,  or  a 
shilling  to  your  revenue?  Will  it  payormaia* 
tain  a  single  soldier  ?  And  will  you  preach  and 
prate  of  violations  of  your  neutral  righu,  when 
you  tamely  and  meanly  submit  to  the  violation 
of  your  territory  ?  Will  you  collar  the  stealer 
of  your  sheep,  and  let  him  escape  that  has  iava- 
ded  the  repose  of  your  fireside — ^nas  insulted  your 
wife  and  children  under  your  own  roof?  This  is 
the  heroism  of  truck  and  traffic — the  public  spirit 
of  sordid  avarice.  Great  Britain  violates  your 
flag  on  the  high  seas.  What  is  her  situation? 
Contending,  not  for  the  dismantling  of  DonkirL 
for  duebec,  or  Pondicherry,  but  for  London  and 
Westminster — for  life.  Her  eaemy  violating  at 
will  the  territories  of  other  nations,  acquirinf 
thereby  a  colossal  power  that  threatens  the  very 
existence  of  her  rival.  Bat  she  has  one  vulnera- 
ble point  to  the  arms  of  her  adversary,  which  she 
covers  with  the  ensigns  of  neutrality;  she  draws 
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the  neutral  flag  over  the  heel  of  Aehilles.  And 
emo  you  aak  that  adversary  to  respect  it  at  the  ez- 
peose  of  her  existence?  and  in  favor  of  whom? 
An  enemy  that  respects  no  neutral  territory  of 
Surope,  aod  not  even  yonr  own.  I  repeat  that 
the  insultt  of  Spain  towards  this  nation  have 
been  at  tiie  iaetrntton  of  Fraooe;  that  there  is 
BO  Jooger  any  Spaio.  Well)  sir,  because  the 
Wrench  Qovernmeot  does  not  put  this  in  the 
Moniteur,  you  choose  to  shut  voor  eyes  to  it. 
None  so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see.  You 
abut  your  own  eyes,  and  to  blind  those  of  other 
people,  yoQ  go  into  conclave,  aod  slink  out  again 
Midaay,  *%jn-eataffiur  of  State!"--- Cefftme^TOfufe 
t^mre  ^EUUi  It  seems  that  ]rour  sensibility  is 
entirely  confined  to  the  extremities.  You  may 
be  pulled  by  the  nose  and  ears^  and  never  feel  it, 
but  let  yonr  strong-box  be  attacked,  and  you  are 
all  nerve — ^  Let  us  go  to  war  P  Sir,  if  they 
called  upon  me  only  for  mv  little  pecMum  to 
carry  it  on,  perhaps  I  mignt  ^\yb  it ;  but  my 
righu  and  liberties  are  involved  m  the  grant,  and 
I  will  never  sorrend^  them  while  I  bave  life. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Maesaehusetts  (Mr.  Crown* 
msBiBLn)  is  for  sptonging  the  debt.  I  can  never 
consent  to  it ;  I  will  never  brin^  the  ways  and 
means  of  fraudulent  bankruptcy  into  your  com- 
mittee of  supply.  Confiscation  and  swindling 
abeil  never  be  found  among  my  estimates  to  meet 
tbe  eanent  expenditure  of  peace  or  war.  No, 
aic,  1  have  said  with  the  doors  closed,  and  I  say 
so  when  the  doors  are  open,  *'pay  the  public 
debt-,'^  get  rid  of  that  dead  weight  upon  your 
Cbvemmeat^that  cramp  upon  all  your  meas- 
«res — and  then  you  may  put  tbe  world  at  defi- 
ance* So  long  as  it  han^  upon  you,  you  must 
bare  revenue,  and  to  have  revenue  you  must  hare 
commerce — commerce,  peace.  And  shall  these 
nefarious  schemes  be  advised  for  lightening  the 
pnbHe  burdens;  will  you  resort  to  these  low  and 
pitifal  sbiAs;  dare  even  to  raentton  these  dishen- 
eat  artifices  to  eke  out  your  expenses,  when  the 
pnblie  treasure  is  lavished  on  Turks  and  infidels, 
on  ainging  boys  and  dancing  ^rls,  to  furnish  the 
mcnna  of  beastiality  to  an  African  barbarian? 

Gentkmen  say  that  Great  Britain  will  count 
npoQ  oar  divisions.  How?  What  does  she  know 
ot  tbem?  Can  they  ever  expect  greater  una- 
nimity than  jmvailed  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tion? No,  sir»  it  is  the  gentleman's  own  con^ 
adence  that  squeaks.  But  if  she  cannot  calculate 
npott  your  divisions,  at  least  she  mar  reekon  upon 
your  pusillanimity.  She  may  well  despise  the 
leaentmcnt  that  cannot  be  excited  to  honorable 
battle  on  its  own  ground ;  the  mere  efEusion  of 
mercantile  cupidity.  Gentlemen  talk  of  repealing 
tbe  British  Treaty.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylvaaia  should  haye  thought  of  that,  before  he 
Toced  to  carry  it  into  efiecL  And  what  is  all  this 
tixl  A  point  which  Gkeat  Britain  will  not  aban- 
don to  Russia,  you  expect  her  to  yield  to  yoti— 
Russia !  indiiputablv  the  second  Power  of  Conti- 
nentai  Europe;  with  not  less  than  half  a  million 
of  bardy  troops;  with  sixty  sail-ofthe-line,  thirty 
millions  of  subjects,  and  a  territory  more  exten- 
«ve  eien  than  our  ownr-Russia,  stri  tbe  stcwe- 


house  of  the  British  Navy,  whom  it  is  not  more 
the  policy  and  the  interest  than  the  sentiment  of 
that  Government  to  soothe  and  to  conciliate— her 
sole  hope  of  a  diversion  on  the  continent,  and  her 
only  efficient  all3r.  What  this  formidable  Power 
cannot  obtain  with  fleets  and  armies,  you  vnU 
command  by  writ-^with  pothooks  and  hangers. 
I  am  for  no  such  policy.  True  honor  is  always 
the  same.  Before  you  enter  into  a  contest,  public 
or  private,  be  sure  you  have  fortitude  enough  to 
go  through  with  it.  If  you  mean  war,  say  so,  and 
prepare  for  it.  Look  on  the  other  side;  behold 
the  respect  in  which  France  holds  neutral  rights 
on  land;  observe  her  conduct  in  regard  to  the 
Franconian  estates  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  petty  Powers^-of  the  Elector  of 
Baden,  or  of  the  Swiss — I  speak  of  a  first  rate 
Monarchy  of  Europe,  and  at  a  moment,  too,  when 
its  neutrality  was  tne  object  ^f  all  others  nearest 
to  the  heart  of  the  French  Emperor.  If  you 
make  him  monarch  of  the  ocean,  you  may  bid 
adieu  to  it  forever.  You  may  take  your  leare^ 
sir.  of  navigation — even  of  the  Mississippi.  What 
is  the  situation  of  New  Orleans  if  attacked  to- 
morrow? Filled  with  a  discontented  and  repin- 
ing people,  whose  language,  manners,  and  reli- 
tion,  aU  incline  them  to  the  invader — ^a  dissatis- 
ed  people,  who  despise  the  miserable  Governor 
you  have  set  over  them — whose  honest  prejudices 
and  basest  passions  alike  take  part  against  you.  I 
draw  my  information  from  no  dubious  source ;  but 
from  a  native  American,  an  enlightened  member 
oif  that  odious  and  imbecile  Government*  Yon 
have  official  information  that  the  town  and  ita 
dependencies  are  utterly  defenceless  and  untena- 
ble. A  firm  belief  that  (apprized  of  this)  Got- 
emment  would  do  something  to  put  the  place  in 
a  state  of  security,  alone  has  kept  tbe  American 
portion  of  that  community  quiet.  You  have  held 
that  post,  you  now  hold  it,  by  tbe  tenure  of  the 
naval  predominance  of  England,  and  yet  you  are 
for  a  British  naval  war. 

There  are  now  but  two  great  commercial  na*' 
tions— -Great  Britain  is  one,  and  the  United  Statea 
^e  other.  When  you  consider  the  many  pointa 
of  contact  between  our  interests,  you  may  be  sur- 
prised that  there  has  been  so  little  collision.  Sir^ 
•o  the  other  belligerent  nations  of  Burope  your 
navigation  is  a  conrenienoe,  1  migbt  say,  a  neces- 
sary. If  yon  do  not  carry  for  mem  they  must 
stanre,  at  least  for  tbe  luxuries  of  life,  whiob  cus- 
tom bas  rendered  almost  indispensable;  and  if  yon 
cannot  act  with  some  degree  of  spirit  towarda 
those  who  are  dependent  upon  you  as  carries,  do 
you  reckon  to  browbeat  a  jealous  nral,  who/the 
moment  she  lets  slip  the  dogs  of  war,  sweeps  you 
at  a  blow  from  the  ocean  And  ctit'  6ono7  for 
whose  benefit?  The  planter?  Nothing  like  it* 
The  fair,  honest,  real  American  merchant  ?  No^ 
sir,  for  roiegadoes;  to-day  American,  to-morrow, 
Danes.  Go  to  war  when  you  will,  the  property, 
now  coTcred  by  the  American,  will  then  pass 
under  tbe  Danish,  or  some  otner  neutral  naff. 
Gentlemen  say  that  one  English  ship  is  worth 
I  three  of  ours ;  we  shall  therefore  have  the  advan- 
tage in  privateering..  Did  they  erer  know  a  na- 
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tion  to  gel  rick  by  prirateering?  This  is  sluff, 
sir,  £»r  the  nursery.  ReiDeinber  that  your  pro- 
4ucu  are  bulky,  as  has  been  stated ;  that  th^y  re- 
quire a  vast  toooage  to  transport  them  abroad, 
and  thai  but  two  aations  possess  that  tonnage. 
Talce  these  carriers  out  of  ihe  markeL  What  is 
the  result?  The  manufactures  of  fingland,  which 
(to  use  a  finishing  touch  of  ihe  geotfeoien's  rhet- 
oric) hare  received  the  finiidiing  stroke  of  art, 
lie  in  a  small  comparative  compass.  The  neu- 
tral trsde  eaa  carry  tJieoL  Yuur  produce  rots  in 
Ihe  warehouse.  You  go  to  Eustatia  or  St.  Thor 
Bias  and  get  a  striped  blanket  for  a  joe,  if  you  can 
laise  one.  Double  freight,  charges,  and  commis- 
sion*  Who  receives  the  |}rofit?  The  carrien 
Who  pays  iti  The  consumer.  All  your  produce 
ibat  finds  its  wsy  to  England,  must  bear  the  same 
accumulated  charges — with  this  difference^  that 
ther*  the  burden  falls  on  the  home  price.  I  appeal 
to  (he  expNeneoce  of  the  late  war,  which  has  been 
so  often  cited.  What  then  was  the  price  of  pro- 
duce, and  of  broadcloth? 

But  you  are  told  England  will  not  make  war; 
that  *ihe  has  her  bandit  full.  Holland  calculated 
in  the  same  way  in  1781.  How  did  it  turn  out  ? 
You  stand  now  in  the  place  of  Holland,  then 
without  her  Navy,  and  unaided  by  the  preponder- 
ating fl^'ets'of  France  and  Spain,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  Baltic  Powers.  Do  you  want  to  take  up 
the  cudgels  where  these  greit  maritime  States 
have  been  forced  to  drop  them  7  to  meet  Gkeat 
Britain  on  the  oceaa,  and  drive  her  off  its  face  ? 
If  you  are  so  far  gone  as  this,  every  capital  mea»* 
vre  of  your  policy  has  hitherto  been  wrong.  You 
should  have  uurtared  the  old,  and  devi^  new 
svstems  of  taxation,  and  have  cherished  your  navy. 
degio  this  bovinass  when  you  may,  land-taxeH, 
atamchacts,  windov-tazes.  hearth-money,  excise., 
i^  all  its  modifications  of  Texaiioo  ajid  oppress 
sioo,  must  precede  or  follow  ader.  But,  sir.  as 
French  is  the  fashion  of  the  day,  I  may  be  asked 
for  my  profet.  I  can  readily  tell  geailemeo  what 
I  will  not  do.  I  will  not  propitiate  any  foreign 
aatioa  with  money.  I  will  not  launch  into  a 
»aval  war  with.  Great  Biiiain,  although  I  am 
ready  to  meet  her  at  the  Gowpeas  or  on  BunkeHs 
Hill — and  for  this  pbin  reason,  we  are  a  great 
land  aoiouil,  and  our  busiaess  is  on  shore.  1 
will  send  her  money,  ur,  ott  no  pretext  whatever, 
much  leas  on  pretence  of  buying  Li^brador,  or 
Botany  B^y,  when  my  real  o  Ject  was  to  secure 
UfflitSi  which  she  formally  ackoowledced  at  the 
peaae  of  178?.  1  go  further:  I  would  (if  aoy- 
'  thing)  have  laid  an  embargo.  This  would  have 
^ot  our  own  property  home,  and  our  adversary's 
into  our  power.  11'  there  is  any  wisdom  left 
among  us,  the  first  step  towards  hostility  will  al« 
ways  be  an  embargo.  In  six  months  sll  your 
mercantile  megrims  would  vanish.  As  to  us,  al* 
though  it  would  cut  deep,  we  can  stand  it.  Wiih- 
Qul  such  a  precaution,  go  to  war  when  you  will, 
you  go  to  the  wall.  As  to  debts,  strike  the  bal- 
ance to-morrow^  and  England  is  I  believe  in  our 
debt. 

I  hope^  sir,  to  be  excused  for  proceeding  in  this 
^^MtUory  course.  I  flatter  mysm  i  ahail  ao(  hare 


occesion  asain  to  trouble  you.  J  know  not  that  I 
shall  be  able,  ceitaioly  pot  willing,  unless  pro* 
voked  in  self-defence.  I  ask  your  attention  is 
the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Suothera 
country,  on  whom  gentlemen  rely  for  support  of 
their  measure.  Who  and  what  are  they?  A  sim- 
ple, agricultural  people,  accustomed  to  travel  ia 
peaoe  to  oaarket  with  the  prodnee  of  their  laboc 
Who  takes  it  from  us  ?  Another  petMile,  devoted 
to  manufscturee-^our  sole  source  of  supply.  I 
have  seen  some  stuff  ia  the  newspapers  about 
manufactures  in  8axooy,and  about  a  man  who  is 
no  longef  the  chief  of  a  dominant  dotion.  Tba 
greatest  man  whom  i  ever  knew — the  inMBovtal 
author  of  the  letters,  of  Cnrtius^-has  remarked 
the  prooeness  of  cunning  people  to  wrap  up  and 
disguise  in  well-salected  phrases  doctrines  ton  d^ 
formed  and  detesUble  to  bear  exposure  in  naked 
words;  by  a  judicous  choice  of  epithets  to  draw 
the  attention  from  the  lurking  principle  beneath, 
and  perpetuate  delusion.  But  a  little  while  ago^ 
and  any  man  might  have  been  proud  to  have  b^a 
considered  as  the  head  ol  the  Republican  party. 
Now,  it  seems,  it  is  reproachful  to  be  deemed  tba 
chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  Mark  the  magie  of 
words.  H«'ad — chief.  Republican  party — dami^ 
narU  faction.  But  as  to  these  Saxon  manalae* 
tureic  What  became  of  their  Dresden  china? 
Why  the  Prussian  bayonets  have  broken  all  the 
pots,  and  you  are  content  with  Worcestenhtre  or 
Sisffbrdshire  ware.  There  are  some  other  fion 
n.aoufactures;  on  the  continent,  but  no  aoppiy, 
except  perhaps  of  linenn,  the  article  we  can  best 
dispense  with.  A  few  indtiriduals,  sir,  may  have 
a  oottt  of  Louvier's  cloth,  or  a  service  of  Sevres 
china;  but  there  is  too  little,  and  that  little  too 
dear,  to  furnixh  the  nation.  Yon  must  depend  on 
the  fur  trade  in  earnest,  and  wear  bnffiilo  ktdea 
and  bear  skins. 

Can  any  maa  who  understands  Bnrope  putind 
to  say  that  a  particular  foreign  policy  is  now  right 
because  it  would  have  been  expedient  twenty,  ot 
even  ten  years  ago,  without  abandoning  all  r»* 
gard  for  common  sense  ?  Sir,  it  is  the  statesaMa% 
province  to  be  guided  by  circumstances ;  to  anti» 
eipaie.  to  foresee  them ;  to  give  them  a  comae  and 
a  direction  ;  to  mould  them  to  his  purpose.  It  is 
the  business  of  a  oountiag-house  clerk  to  peer 
into  the  da V  book  and  leger,  to  see  no  forther  than 
the  speatacles  on  his  nose,  to  fet  I  not  beyond  ckn 
pen  behind  his  ear;  to  chatter  in  coffee  bouses, 
and  be  the  oracle  of  dobs.  From  1788  to  1?89; 
and  even  later,  (i  doot  stickle  far  dales.)  France 
had  a  formidable  marine— so  had  Holland— so 
had  Spain.  The  two  first  possessed  of  thriving 
manufaoiures  and  a  flourishiuc  commerce.  Great 
Britain,  tremblingly  alive  to  her  manufacturing 
interests  and  carrying  trade,  would  have  felt  to 
the  heart  any  measure  calculated  to  favor  her 
rivals  in  these  pursuits.  She  would  have  yielded 
then  to  her  fears  and  her  jealousy  alone.  What 
is  the  esse  now?  She  lays  an  export  duty  on  her 
msoulaotures,  and  there  ends  the  quetftioo.  If 
Qvorgia  shall  (from  whatever  cause)  so  coin- 
pletefy  monopolize  the  culture  of  cotton  as  to  be 
able  to  lay  an  expert  dnty  oi  three  per  cent,  upon 
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it^be^id^s  taxing  iu  cuJUFators,  ia  ever/  ot^ 
abape,  that  human  or  ioferofd  ioa^enuity  cao  de- 
Ti:ie,  U  Pcoo.sylvaoia  likely  to  rbal  her  and  uke 
away  the  trade? 

But,  sir,  it  seems  that  we,  who  are  opposed  to 
this  resolution,  are  men  of  no  nervci,  who  trem- 
bled io  the  dATK  of  the  British  treaty— cowards  (I 
presume)  in  the  reii(a  of  terror?  Is  this  true? 
tfunt  up  the  journaU;  let  our  actions  tell.  We 
pniKue  oar  old  unshaken  course.  We  care  not 
t^  the  nations  of  Eorope,  hut  make  foreign  celar 
tioos  b^nd  toour  political  principles  and  subserve 
our  coantryN  interest.  We  have  no  wish  to  see 
another  Aciium,  or  Phar^alia,  or  the  lieutenants 
of  a  modern  Alexander  playiog  at  piquet,  or  all- 
foura,  for  the  empire  of  the  world.  It  is  poor 
comfort  to  us  to  be  told  that  France  has  too  de* 
cided  a  taste  for  luxurious  things  to  meddle  with 
Bs;  that  £&gypt  is  her  object,  or  the  coast  of  Bax* 
bary^  and,  at  the  worst,  we  shall  he  the  last  der 
Toured.  We  ar^  enamored,  with  neither  nation ; 
we  would  play  their  own  game  upon  them,  use 
them  for  our  ioterestand  convenience.  But  with 
all  rny  abhorrence  of  the  Britinh  Qovernmeni,  I 
abonld  not  hesiu^ie  between  Westminster  Hall 
and  a  Middlesex  jury,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
wood  of  Viocennes  and  a  file  of  grenadiers  on 
the  other.  That  jury-trial,  which  walked  with 
Home  Tooke  and  Hardy  through  the  flames  of 
ministerial  persecution  is,  I  conffss,  more  to  my 
taaie  than  the  trial  of  the  Duke  d'Bnghein. 

Mr.  Chairman,  lam  sensible  of  having  detained 
tUe  Committee  lon^r  than  I  ought;  certainly 
much  longer  than  l  intended.  I  am  equally  sen- 
sible of  their  politeness,  and  not. less  sO|  sir,  of 
yoQT  patient  attention.  It  is  your  own. indulgence, 
air,  badi^  requitod  indeed,  to  which  you  owe  thia 
perseciuion.  I  might  offer  another  apology  fur 
tbeae  undigested,  desultory  remarks—my  never 
baring  seen  the  Treasury  documents.  Until  I 
came  into  the  House  tnis  mornkig  I  had  been 
stretched  on  a  aick  bed.  But  when  I  behold  the 
affiiira  of  this  nation  in«(iead  of  being  where  t 
bopc^  and  the  people  believed,  they  were,  ia  the 
bands  of  responsible  men,  ouiamitted  to  Tom, 
Dick,  and  Harry,  to  the  refuse  of  the  retail  trade 
of  polities,  i  do  feel,  I  cannot  help  feeling,  the 
aaost  deep  and  serious  concern.  If  the  Executive 
^vernment  wotild  step  forward  and  say,  ''such 
la  our  plan,  aach. is  our  opinion,  and  such,  are  our 
reasons  in  support  of  H,"  I  would  meet  it  fairly, 
iirould  openly  oppose,  or  pledge  myself  to  support 
it.  But.  without  compass  or  polar  sur,  I  will  not 
launch  into  an  ocean  of  unf^xplored  rayeaaures, 
whieb  stand  condemned  by  all  tne  information  to 
which  I  have  access.  The  Constiiaiion  of  the 
Uuiied  States  declares  it  to  be  the  province  and 
tbe  dntf  of  the  President  ^^to  give  to  Congres.<<. 
*  from  time  to  time,  information  of  the  state  of 
'the  Union, and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
'  lion  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient 
'  and  necessary  "  Has  he  done  it  ?  I  know,  sir, 
that  we  may  say,  and  do  say.  that  w^  are  inde- 
pendent, (would  it  were  true ;)  as  free  to  give  a 
direction  to  the  Executive  as  to  receive  it  from 
himu    BiU  do  what  you  will,  foreign  relatioaa^ 


every  measure  &bort  of  war,  and  even  the  course 
of  hostilities,  depends  upon  him.  He  stands  at 
the  helm,  and  must  guide  tbe.  vessel  of  State* 
You  give  him  money  to  buy  Florida,  and  he  pur- 
chases Louisiana.  You  may  furnish  means;  the 
application  of  those  means  rests  with  him.  Let 
not  the  master  and  mate  go  below  when  the  ship 
is  in  distresst,  and  throw  tbe  responsibility  upon 
the  cook  and  the  cabin-boy.  I  said  so  when  your 
doors  were  shut ;  I  scorn  to  say  less  now  that  they 
are  open.  QeniJemen  may  say  what  they  please. 
They  may  put  an  insignificant  individual  to  tbe 
ban  of  the  Republic— I  shall  not  alter  my  course* 
1  blush  with  indignation  at  the  misrepresentatioaa 
whieb  have  gone  forth  ia  the  public  prints  of  9ttf 
proceedings,  public  and  private.  Ace  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  the  real  sovereigns  of  tba 
couxitry,  unworthy  of  knowing  wbat,  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  beUeve,  has  been  communicated 
to  the  privileged  spies  of  foreign  Gk)vernmeotsl 
I  think  our  citizens  just  as  well  entitled  to  know 
what  has  passed  as  the  Marquis.  Yrujo,  who  baa 
bearded  your  President  to  his  face,  insulted  youx 
Qovernmeut  within  its  own  peculiar  jurisdiction, 
and  outraged  all  decency.  Do  you  mistake  this 
diplomatic  puppet  for  an  automaton?  He  has 
orders  for  all  he  does.  Take  his  instructions  froea 
his  pocket  to-morrow,  they  are  signed  ^  Charles 
Maurice  Talleyrand."  Let  the  nation  know  what 
they  have  to  depend  upon.  Be  true  to  them,  and 
(trust  me)  they  will  prove  true  to  themselves  and 
to  you.  The  people  are  hoaevt*— now  at  home  at 
their  ploughs,  not  dreaming  of  what  you  areabottt^ 
But  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  that  baa  too  long  sleptj 
will  be^  must  be,  awakened.  Let  them  t^gin  to 
think — not  to  say  such  things  are  proper  because 
they  have  been  done — of  what  has  been  done,  and 
wherefore,  and  all  will  be  right. 

The  Committee  then  soae,  and  tbe  Hocwa 
adjourned. 


Tbubsdat,  March  6. 

Mr.  CoNSAA.  from  the  commiltee  to  wbooa 
was  referred,  on  the  twelfth  of  I>ecember  last,  a 
letter  in  the  German  language,  from  David  Chris-^ 
toph  Man,  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  presenting 
to  Congress  a  copy  of  his  works,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  considered :  Where^ 
upon. 

ReBohedf  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re^ 
oeive  and  take  charge  of  the  said  books,  and  that 
the  Speaker  be  requested  to  acknowledge,  by  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  said  David  Cnristoph  Mau, 
the  acceptance  of  the  said  books. 

The  Mouse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments^ proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ooveraor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory:"  Whtreuponi 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  commired  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
mente  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'-An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Marshals:" 
Whereupoa. 
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/  Ordered^  That  the  said  ameodmeBts,  togpether 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Tallmadgb^  Mr. 
Clark,  and  Mr.  HASTiitGs. 

The  bill  tent  from  the  Seoate^  entitled  /^Ad  act 
jfbr  the  ponishmeat  of  couoterfettiiig  the  current 
coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  ob  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell^  one  of  the  members 
irom  the  State  of  Tennesseee,  presented  to  the 
House  certain  resolutions  of  the  Gkneral  Assem- 
bly of  the  said  Slate,  for  the  opening  the  Muscle 
Snoals.  in  the  rirer  Tennessee ;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  Mr.  Var* 
MUM,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Spaldimo. 

Mr.  Q.  W*  Campbell,  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

Seaobfed,  That  proTision  ought  to  be  made  for  open- 
ing and  impFOTing  the  nangation  of  the  river  Tennea- 
see,  through  the  Muscle  Shoalsy  in  the  Mistissipitt  Ter- 
shory. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

NON-IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  Mr. 
Qrcki's  resolution. 

Mr.N.  Williams. — The  subject  nowuoder con- 
sideration calls  for  a  display  of  all  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  commercial  men  and  statesmen. 
And  although  I  do  not  profess  to  be  of  either  class, 
yet  if  I  should  chance  to  bestow  a  mite  of  infor- 
mation upon  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance  to 
this  country^  it  will  no  doubt  be  favorably  re- 
eeived  by  this  honorable  Committee. 

The  resolution  now  under  discussion  has  fbr  its 
principal  object  the  protection  of  the  active  com- 
merce of  our  country;  it  therelbre  becomes  us 
perhaps,  before  we  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
measure  proposed,  to  inquice  whether  commerce 
isof  itself  so  important  to  us,  as  to  demand  our 
protection.  This  first  inquiry  might  seem  un- 
aseenary,  and  even  extraordinary,  had  we  not 
witnessed  so  recently,  upon  this  floor,  the  very 
liffht  and  trivial  manner  in  which  the  commerce 
of  this  country  haa  been  treated,  and  had  we  not 
heard  the  very  strange  opinion,  that  it  ought  to 
be  leA  to  take  care  of  itself. 

It  is  possible  that  the  agricultural  class,  which 
embraces  a  very  great  and  respectable  part  oCthe 
population  of  our  country,  will  look  for  some  evi- 
dence of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  to  them  from 
the  protected  enterprise  of  our  merchants.  Those 
benefits,  however,  are  so  obvious  to  an  attentive 
observer,  that  very  little  need  be  urged  to  render 
them  apparent.  It  has  been  justly  said  that  ao- 
rieulture  and  commerce  are  haoamaids  to  each 
other.  Indeed  their  interests  are  strongly  and 
durably  interwoven.  Commerce  has  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  raise  the  price  of  the  product  of  the  far- 
mer's labor,  by  seeking  in  every  part  of  the  world 
the  best  markets  for  our  articles  of  export,  and  by 
bringing  back  and  scattering  though  the  country 
that  circulating  medium,  which  cherishes  indus< 
try,  and  sweetens  the  toib  of  the  laborer* 


we  had  not  an  active  commerce  amoaff  owr  own 
citizens,  it  is  evident  that  foreign  merchants  and 
nations  only,  would  be  enriched  by  the  profits  of 
our  agriculture,  would  convert  us  into  mere  dig^ 

fers  of  the  soil  for  their  benefit,  and  would  there- 
y  gain  the  means  of  insulting  and  degradi&g  us 
more  abundantly.  The  price  of  our  produce  will 
lessen  in  the  proportion  that  we  curtail  the  means 
of  transporting  it  to  the  best  forei^  market^  and 
the  means  will  assuredly  be  curtailed  if  we  with* 
draw  our  protection  from  the  enterprise  of  oar 
citizens  upon  the  ocean.  Declare  to  foreign  na- 
tions that  the  active  commerce  of  this  country 
meets  no  longer  the  fostering  care  of  Gtovemmant^ 
and  you  wilfsoon  hear  of  their  tenfold  insolence 
upon  the  seas;  and  our  vessels,  fVowned  from  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  there,  will  find  an  asy- 
lum in  our  harbors  only,  where  they  will  he  leh 
to  rot.  The  produce  of  our  country  must  share 
a  similar  fate,  unless  we  -consent  to  dispose  of  it 
to  foreign  merchants  and  speculators,  at  any  price 
they  may  please  to  offer  for  it.  But  what  is  not 
less  important,  if  we  have  a  regard  for  morals  and 
happiness,  a  horrid  picture  here  presents  itself; 
that  moment  you  stagnate  the  Tent  of  your  grain, 
an  extensive  inland  country  will  be  inundated 
with  whiskey  and  the  destructive  vices  which 
flow  from  the  free  use  of  it. 

Although  important,  this  is  far  from  heinr  the 
most  important  view  which  may  he  taken  of  this 
subject.  It  is  a  conceded  point,  that  our  Gbvem- 
ment  must  by  some  means  or  other  have  revenue. 
The  greatest  statesmen  and  patriots  of  this  conn- 
try,  have  united,  I  believe,  m  considering  com- 
merce as  our  most  fruitful  source  of  revenue  and 
riches.  It  presents  a  mode  of  fiscal  exaction,  the 
most  in  union  with  the  spirit  and  feelings  as  well 
as  the  interesu  of  the  American  people— that  of 
indirect  Uxation.  By  this  mode  the  consumers 
of  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  mannfaetore. 
contribute  freely  and  copiously  to  the  support  of 
our  Government,  and  to  that  fUnd  which  ib  des* 
tined  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and 
this  too  without  feeling  in  a  great  dcigree  the 
weight  of  the  contribution.  But  the  moment^  sir, 
we  give  up  this  source  of  revenue,  or  expose  it  to 
the  cupiditv  and  rapacity  of  foreign  Powers^  a  re- 
sort to  modes  of  taxation  less  congenial  with  the 
spirit  of  freedom  must  be  ineviuble.  Lei  those 
who  are  for  giving  up  this,  look  about  and  see 
what  other  sources  of  revenue  oor  country  can 
furnish.  Experience,  that  mother  of  wisdom,  has 
already  instructed  us,  that  excise  laws  are  too 
odious  in  many  parts  of  our  country,  to  be  borne ; 
indeed  this  source  of  revenue  would  at  best  be 
trifling.  Personal  property  is  of  a  nature  loo 
occult  and  too  liable  to  shift  and  change  to  be- 
come a  safe  and  permanent  source  of  revenue. 
The  sale  of  the  puhlic  lands,  relied  on  by  some,  is 
an  exp^ient  which  on  many  accounts  will  be 
slow  and  inefficient;  but  if  the  sentiment  pre- 
vails of  leaving  commerce  to  take  care  of  itself^ 
and  my  notions  are  correct  that  such  a  measure 
will  paralyze  the  industry  of  the  farmer,  it  may 
very  justly  be  doubted,  whether  our  wild  lands 
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woold  ask,  remaios,  bat  a  land  tax,  to  supply  a 
food  to  meet  the  necessary  calls  of  our  Govern- 
ment ;  a  tax  so  <  dious  in  many  parts  of  our  coun- 
tryy  as  to  be  one  of  the  powerful  causes  of  the 
oyertlirow  of  one  Administration,  and  if  again  re- 
sorted to^  may  possibly  produce  tne  destruction  of 
another. 

Should  considerations  Hke  these,  thoroughly 
pnrsued,  prove  insufficient  to  convince  gentlemen 
that  the  commerce  of  this  country  is  W(  rthy  to 
be  shielded  by  her  protecting  arm.  i  may  despair 
of  doing  it  perhaps,  by  any  f^irtner  arguments 
within  my  power  to  adduce.  But  it  is  certainly 
deserTing  the  remembrance  of  this  honorable 
body,  that  our  Government,  by  the  course  it  has 
tnken,  has  long  sinoe  pledged  itself  to  support  the 
rights  and  interests  of  oUr  merchants  upon  the 
ocean.  Aside  of  the  immense  revenues  drawn 
from  their  enterprise  and  industrv,  we  may  con- 
ilder  the  measures  alone,  adopted  by  our  Govern- 
ment, to  protect  and  guarantee  their  interests,  by 
compacts  with  forei^rn  nations  and  armaments  for 
their  defence,  as  having  the  direct  effect  of  lurinff 
them  to  embark  their  property  upon  the  seas  with 
the  most  implicit  security,  and  with  almost  a  cer- 
tain assurance  that  this  protection  should  be  con- 
tinued. In  short,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  de- 
nied that  these  privileges  are  as  much  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  Government,  as  those,  equally, 
though  not  more  sacred,  which  are  enjoyed  by 
our  fcHow-citizens  upon  land.  To  relinquish  any 
of  them  would  be  taking  a  step  towards  a  das- 
tardly abandonment  of  our  independence  as  a  na- 
tion— and  would  be  announcing  to  every  people 
on  earth,  that  we  have  become  so  tame  ana  sub- 
missive that  we  are  willing  to  be  converted  into 
simple  tools  and  instruments  for  their  use  and  pro- 
fit, and  to  desert  the  defence  of  our  own  sacred 
r^hts.  ^  Whatever  course  policy  or  wisdom  mi^ht 
have  dictated  to  this  nation  a  priori  respectmg 
commerce,  it  is  evidently  too  late  now  to  retrace 
onr  steps  5  nay.  we  cannot  do  It,  short  of  treachery 
towards  the  mercantile  interest,  and  without 
rendering  ourselves  a  subject  of  derision  and  con- 
tempt to  all  Europe.  If  we  shrink  on  the  present 
occasion  from  that  bold  and  energetic  course 
which  the  times  seem  to  call  for.  what  a  re- 
spectable figure  we  shall  cut  in  history  I  This 
will  be  our  story:— "The  American  nation,  find- 
ing her  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  pestered 
by  the  petty  barbarous  Powers  surroundmg  that 
aea,  blustered  and  talked  manfully  like  Bobadil  in 
the  play.  Now  this  hero  was  invincible,  or  he 
ivould  not  have  talked  so  valiantljr.  'Twenty 
more — ^kill  them !  Twenty  more— kill  them  tooP 
But  the  moment  their  rights  upon  the  ocean  were 
masailed  by  a  nation  at  once  respectable  and  pow- 
erful, they  meanly  shrunk  from  the  contest,  and 
in  rain  did  their  admired  Executive  endeavor  to 
rally  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in  support 
of  the  firm  and  dignified  measures  which  he  re- 
commended.*^ 

If  therefore  it  is  clear,  as  I  trust  it  is,  that  com- 
merce is  the  great  supporter  of  agriculture — that  it 
isatthesame  time  (he  most  rational  and  most  proli- 
fic aoaree  of  revenue  and  richer  to  our  country,  and 
91b  Com— i» 


if,  in  addition  to  this,  Government  has  pledged  itself 
to  a  vast  body  of  respectable  citizens,  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  protect  their  property 
legally  employed  in  commerce — to  say  that  this 
commerce  shall  now  be  left  to  take  care  of  itself-* 
of  all  the  insulting  mockeries  ever  ofiered  to  this 
nation,  this  appears  to  me  the  most  insulting. 
But  with  many,  and  I  do  not  sufl^r  myself  to 
doubt,  with  a  great  majority  of  this  Committee^ 
this  question  may  be  considered  as  at  rest.  Com- 
merce is  worthy  of  our  protection.  Our  natural 
situation^  and  the  laudable  enterprise  of  our  citi- 
zens, which  leads  them  into  every  sea  and  to  every 
land^  have  made  it  ours,  and  we  cannot  abandon 
it  without  being  guilty  of  the  most  palpable  folly. 
Should  any  gentleman  here  really  believe,  not- 
withstanding the  volumes  of  evidence  which  have 
loaded  our  tables  to  the  contrary,  that  our  com- 
mercial rights  have  not  been  injured  or  insulted 
by  the  British  nation,  I  confess  I  should  feel  my- 
self at  a  loss  how  to  address  him.  If  be  will  dis- 
credit what  all  our  merchants,  all  our  statesmen, 
and  the  best  writers  unon  the  law  of  nations  de- 
clare to  be  true,  I  should  consider  him  as  irreco- 
verably lost  in  the  region  of  doubts,  where  I  should 
be  disposed  to  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  his  own  gloomy  imagination.  Indeed,  so 
clear  does  this  subject  appear  to  me,  that  I  fear  it 
would  be  wasting  time  even  to  state  a  grievance 
so  well  known  to  all.  Great  Britain  has  for  many 
years  styled  herself  mistress  of  the  ocean.  And  in 
truth  it  cannot  be  denied  that  she  has  erected 
upon  that  element  a  colossus  of  power  which  over- 
looks and  would  overawe  all  the  nations  on  the 
globe.  "Rule  Britannia"  is  an  old  song  of  her 
singing;  and  I  have  somewhere  read  that  the 
ballads  of  a  nation  go  far  to  portray,  if  not  to  form 
the  spirit  and  propensities  of  a  people.  Conse- 
quently, jealous  of  every  other  commercial  nation, 
this  haughty  queen  would  naturally  endeavor  to 
suppress  the  rapid  and  lofty  soaring  of  the  Ame- 
rican Eagle.  This  jealousy  has  of  course  given 
rise  to  those  principles  which  she  attempts  to  in- 
terpolate into  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  which 
we  now  complain  ;  such  as — that  a  trade  opened 
to  neutrals  by  a  nation  at  war,  on  account  of  the 
war,  is  unlawful ; — that  a  vessel  on  her  return 
voyage  is  liable  to  capture,  on  account  of  having 
carried,  on  her  outward  voyage,  contraband  arti- 
cles to  an  enemy's  port.  To  these  may  be  added 
the  right  which  she  daringly  assumes  and  cruelly 
executes,  of  impressing  persons  fVom  American 
bottoms,  sailing  under  the  American  flag  upon 
the  high  seas ;  and  other  principles  not  less  un- 
portant  though  totally  destitute  of  any  le^ral  or 
equitable  foundation,  and  against  which  this  na- 
tion ought  to  lift  up  her  hands  to  Heaven  by  way 
of  solemn  protest.  And  what  is  alarming  to  alt 
reflecting  men  is,  that  the  courts  of  Great  Britain, 
which  have  hitherto  stood  high  in  the  estimation 
of  all  civilized  nations  for  integrity,  and  for  legal 
and  political  knowledge,  have  been  found  of  late 
servile  enough  to  attempt  to  weave  into  the  code 
of  nations,  any  principles  which  have  been  recom- 
mended by  that  Government  as  favorable  to  her 
intcresti.    Now,  Jt  appears  to  me^  fir,  that  the 
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question  is  not  st^  much,  whether  we  shall  sur- 
render to  that  nation  those  particular  branches  of 
the  carry ing"  trade,  which  have  given  rise  to  our 
disputes  with  her,  as  whether  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  retain  any  free  commerce  upon  the  ocean  at  all. 
For  all  must  see^  that  although  that  nation  is  slow 
and  cautious  in  its  progress  to  absolute  maritime 
sovereignty,  yet,  her  strides  are  firm  and  deter- 
mined; ana  notliing  is  more  certain  than  this, 
that  whatever  rights  we  resign  with  tame  sub- 
mission are  gone  forever.  It  is  alarmiii^  to  hear 
it  said,  as  it  has  been  upon  this  floor,  with  a  kind 
oftriumj^h,  What!  shall  we  quarrel  with  a  pow- 
erful nation  for  so  trifling  an  object  as  the  carry- 
ing trade?  Such  blindness  is  to  me  astonishing. 
That  nation  and  her  courts  have  not  till  lately  in- 
sisted, with  any  hope  of  establishing,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples now  contended  for.  It  is  now  an  experi- 
ment only.  She  will  either  advimce  or  recede, 
according  to  the  spirit  with  which  we  meet  Jier 
usurpations.  This  is  only  one  step  in  the  ladder, 
and  this  ladder  reaches  around  the  globe.  A  na- 
tion which  makes  convenience  and  power  the 
only  rule  of  right  and  justice,  will  find  no  end  to 
her  pretensions.  To-day  she  finds  it  convenient 
to  prohibit  our  earryins  the  surplus  colonial  pro- 
duce in  our  markets  to  u>reign  countries ;  to-mor- 
row she  will  find  it  convenient  to  prohibit  the  car- 
triage  of  our  own  produce,  in  our  own  bottoms,  to 
foreign  markets ;  and  she  always  has  power  to  en- 
force the  dictates  of  her  convenience.  No,  sir,  I 
would  not  surrender  one  single  right  which  mir 
interest  and  honor  call  upon  us  to  defend :  ^nd 
more  especially,  if  by  receding  one  step,  we  jeopar- 
dize all  the  fair  features  of  our  commerce,  let  tis 
boldljr  contend  for  every  vestige. 

This  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  attempt  to  do,  by 
every  means  which  God  and  Nature  have  so 
abundantly  placed  in  our  power — means,  which, 
if  applied  with  firmness  and  energy,  will  doubt- 
less produce  the  desired  effect.  But  what  are  these 
means  is  the  question.  The  proposition  now  un- 
der consideration,  or  something  siinilar  in  princi- 
ple, meets^  I  am  told,  the  approbation  of  our jrreat- 
est  and  wisest  statesmen.  Those  in  this  House 
who  will  take  a  calm  survey  of  our  situation,  I 
am  strong  in  the  belief,  will  also  approve  this  mea- 
sure, or  one  pQt  much  unlijce  it.  The  wisdom  and 
penetration  of  the  British  Cabinet  will  soon  per- 
^^ive,  that  such  a  measure,  if  adopted,  is  calcula- 
tfd  to  raise  up  amonz  them  at  home  and  in  the 
West  Indies,  a  host  of  hungry  and  clamorous  ad- 
vocates for  rights,  and  they  will  soon  see  the  policy, 
if  not  the  necessity^  of  treating  us  with  justice. 
But  without  tfikin^  some  step  which  discovers 
firmness  and  decision  on  our  part,  I  would  ask, 
What  privilege  we  can  expect  to  preserve,  except 
that  alone  which  is  seldom  denied  to  the  weak  and 
contemptible,  the  privilege  ofbeing  plundered  and 
insulted  without  reserve  ?  To  talx  of  offensive 
war  is  unnecessary,  it  is  childish.  The  weapons 
within  our  reach  are  not  at  present  warlike,  though 
capable  of  wounding  deeply.  Some,  however,  are 
of  opinion  that  this  measure  will  lead  to  war.  I 
think  differently.  It  will,  in  my  opinion,  preserve 
peace  and  our  commerce  at  the  same  time.    We 


have  a  riffht  surely  to  say  to  any  nation  that  in- 
jures and  offends  us,  that  we  will  stop  all  int^- 
course  with  her.  until  she  consents  to  do  as  jasiiot. 

But  this  proiect  is  to  lead  to  measures  of  4f* 
f)ence,  and  to  a  loss  of  revenue !  This  in  a  degree 
IS  true.  And  with  those  who  weigh  national 
rights  and  honor  in  the  same  scales  with  dollan 
and  cents^his  inay  prove  an  insurmountable  ob- 
jection. But  I  have  calculated,  that  our  ports 
and  harbors  will  not  be  left  in  their  present  ex* 
posed  situation,  even  though  this  measore  should 
not  be  adopted.  I  hope  at  any  rate  that  we  sbiiU 
find  patriotism  enough  here  to  preserve  us  from 
this  national  disgrfice.  As  to  a  loss  of  revenue,  it 
will  be  but  temporary*.  But  our  economical  sys* 
tern  forbids  even  this  loss!  phall  we  suffer  onr* 
seves  to  be  seduced,  by  this  plausible  and  popular, 
this  sacred .  word  "  economy  T^  I  love  economy 
as  much  as  anybody :  B^t  let  us  remember  the 
object  of  this  measure.  Shall  we,  for  fear  of  los- 
ing a  few  millions  of  dollars  devoted  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  jeopardize  that  Sinking  Fund  itself  2 
Those  who  are  solioitious,  and  none  can  be  moie 
solicitious  than  myself^  to  pay  the  national  debt, 
will  prove  themselves  willing,  I  hope,  to  oursue 
the  means,  and  the  only  rational  means  ot  doing 
it.  Let  economy  be  embraced  as  far  as  it  can 
be,  in  consonance  with  honor  and  safety.  This 
is  true  economy.  Another  son  may  be  popular, 
but  I  pronounce  it  danjgerous. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  entered  iato  a  detailed 
account  of  the  loss  or  gain  of  revenue,  which 
will  follow  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  do  it  with  accuracy,  and, 
viewing  the  subject  as  I  have  done,  it  is  oaneces- 
sary.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  the  loss 
wiU  be  but  temporary,  and  such  as  we  can  bear, 
and  tbat  the  gain  will  be  durable  and  honorm- 
ble  to  our  country.  With  respect, to  the  various 
resolutions  laid  upon  our  table,  relauve  to  this 
subject,  I  have  some  difficulty  in  deciding  which 
I  would  prefer.  Those  which  affect  specific  arti- 
cles, by  laying  a  duty  upon  them,  are  not  clear 
of  difficulties.  You  cannot  make  a  selecticm  with- 
out materially  affecting  certain  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  resolution  now  under  discusssion 
cuts  deep,  btit  I  think  it  deserves  a  preference. 

It,  is  unfortunate,  sir,  that  any  gentleman  upon 
this  floor  should  attempt  to  raise  up  disiiticimu 
among  our  citizens,  or  to  hold  up  to  the  odium  df 
the  community  a  class  of  men  so  numerous  and 
respectable  as  that  of  our  merchants.  If  mer- 
cantile men  are  avaricious,  agricultural  gentle* 
men,  I  take  it,  are  not  totally  destitute  of  greedi* 
ness*  They  both  l9bor,  no  doubt,  to  preserve 
their  profits,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  himself  told  us,  the  other  day,  thai  he 
had  not  yet  sold  his  tobacco. 

Mr.  Ma8T£R8.— I  shall  not  deny  that  Qreat 
Britain  has  insulted  us  by  impressing  our  seamen, 
neither  shall  1  deny  that  that  nation  has  comssit- 
ted  wanton  aggressions  and  depredations  on  oar 
commerce,  and  that  commerce  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected. That  the  resolution  under  consideration 
is  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  for  the  interest  of 
this  natioui  I  shall  contend  against. 
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R^stTfttnts  «inl  probibitions  between  MKionsi 
'liAve  always  arisen  from  two  oirtiaoMtanees— tbe 
lint,  to  promote  their  home  rntf  asliy  or  maaufao- 
tvrea.  'The  liberal  price  of  wacet,  joined  with 
the  nlaaty  and  cheapaeBs  of  land,  Which  Indooes' 
%ke  fahorer  to  quit  his  employer  and  becoine  plan- 
-^tr  or  farmer  himself,  who  rewards  with  the 
MMM  liberality  whkh  indvees  his  laborers  to  leave 
tfaeir  employment  fot  the  same  reasons  as  the 
ftrat:  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  mannfaetares 
«0  fteorith  in  this  country  in  our  presenft  siloa- 
dim. 

The  caaa  in  most  other  toontries  ia  very  dlffer- 
%iil.  where  th€  price  of  labor  it  low,  and  the  rent 
md  the  proit  coasame  the  Wft|fes  of  the  hiborer, 
-Aid  the  higher  order  ^people  oippress  the  interior, 
which  1  hope  never  to  see  in  this  country. 

It  may  rationattr  he  calculated  that  some  of 
4ie  Bastern  and  Middle  Slates  wiU  eventually  be- 
come manafacfurta|[  States;  some  of  those  States 
ate  nearly  filled  with  people,  and  many  iadin- 
'^oaU  have  large  capitals  employed  in  foreign 
«oneaeree,totl]^anM>ontin  many  instances  of  two 
and  thT«e  hundred  thousand  dollars  each.  When 
pemte  takes  pkiee  i&  Europe,  and  things  come 
WWII  10  their  natural  standard,  and  they  can  no 
lOBger  employ  that  capital  lo  advantage  in  com- 
mereiai  speculations,  they  will  withdraw  the 
aaaM  from  that  employment ;  they  must  mate 
vse  of  thofte  capitals  somewhere;  thev  cannot 
i^ett  them  to  any  advantage  in  our  piibiic  funds, 
Wnk  stock  or  other  corporations,  beyond  a  certa>ia 
extent;  they  therefore,  Dy  the  aid  or  water-works 
Mid  maehioery,  will  naturally  employ  those  cao- 
tbab  »  auinuraetures,  and  I  trust  the  time  is 
•at  man V  years  distant.  That  is  not  now  the 
4NMe,  and  can  have  no  b<sariag  on  the  present 
<|deelioa ;  indeed  it  is  hardly  contended  that  the 
tasototfion  is  brooffht  forward  for  that  purpose ;  it 
;  Cfterefore  be  brought  forward  for  some  other 


Mrnoae. 
The  ot 


fhe  other  oircnmstaaoe^  which  ^ves  rise  to 

Khibkiona  between  nations,  arises  from  the  vio- 
oe  of  national  animosity,  which  generally  ends 
kl  war.  This  circumstance  has  brought  this  reso^ 
tetioa  ittto  eiisteace ;  the  preamble  speaks  war- 
like* language,  and  the  whole  taken  together  is 
A  pirMade  to  war  with  a  nation  who  has  t#o 
Itatadred  thipsHyf-^he4ine,  four  hundred  frigates, 
besides  gan^brigs  and  other  armed  vessels,  whos^ 
revenue  is  between  forty  and  fifty  millions  ster- 
ling, Who  can  go  to  war  with  as  without  any 
ndmttonat  ^xpease  «>  themselves,  who  will  sweep 
llie  ocean  of  Amerioanf  (jommerce^  ameimting  to 
nearly  one  hondred  mHlibn  of  doliat«.  what 
then  will  be  the  situation  of  your  carrying  tradet 
What  then  will  be  the  situation  of  your  com- 
merce and  voar  eoamry  t 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  fh>iti  Massachn- 
•etta  (Mr.  CBOWHiaaniBLo)  has  told  as  ^  if  we  go 
to  war,  we  can  do  Great  Britain  the  most  injury." 
The  navigation  of  their  mercbant  vessels  is  prtn- 
eipaltf  carri^  on  under  convoy.  Some  indi vidu* 
ab  oMiy  fit  out  a  few  privateers  and  capture  now 
and  th^n  a  vessel,  and  put  some  prise  money  in 
Ihcir  priraie  poekaMi  it  eaoaot  heofaiiy  advaii* 


tagetothe  nation,  which  will  groati  under  poverty 
and  distress. 

It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  great  detiberafioh 
how  far  we  ought  to  adopt  the  present  resolution, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  man^ 
factores.  In  every  country  it  ever  was,  add  al- 
ways must  be,  the  interest  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  to  buy  whatever  they  want,  of  those  w^^o 
sell  it  cheapest.  We  cannot  procure  the  satM^ 
articles  so  cheap  elsewhere;  even  ^loold  the 
measure  not  involve  us  in  a  war,  prohibitions  and 
revenge  naturally  dictate  retaliation,  and  nations 
seldom  fail  to  do  if.  The  honorable  mover  of  the 
resolution  (Mr.  Qrkgo)  asks  as,  *^  how  ft  is  to  be 
inferred^  we  cannot  abide  by  and  execute  thb 
system  V^  It  is  to  he  inferred  from  retaliation,  and 
observation  of  nations  who  have  preccdela  us. 
When  France,  in  1667,  laid  discriminating  duties 
on  Holland,  the  Dutch  retaliated  by  the  prohibi- 
tion of  French  wines,  brandies^  and  the  like :  a 
war  followed,  and  the  peace  of  Nimeguen  regu- 
lated their  commercial  disputes.  About  that  tittie 
the  English  prohibited  the  importation  of  lace 
manufactured  in  Flanders;  the  Government  cC 
that  country,  which  was  then  under  the  dominion 
of  Spain,  immediately  retaliated  and  prohibited 
all  importation  of  Boglish  woolleos.  Soon  after 
this,  the  French  and  Bnglish  mutnall  v  began  their 
heavy  duties  and  prohibitions,  ana  have  ever 
since  been  in  commercial  disputes,  quarrels,  and 
liostilities;  and  we,  with  our  eyes  oped,  are  now 
going  into  the  same  system.  The  same  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  also  said  it  would  attack  Qreat 
Britain  in  her  vitals,  in  her  manufactories  and 
warehouses.  It  seems  a  bad  method  of  compensa- 
ting injuries  done  to  us,  to  do  another  worse  in- 
jury to  ourselves,  which  I  believe  Will  be  the 
case  by  adopting  the  present  resolution ;  it  wttl 
have  a  natoial  tendencyr  to  retaliation  and  revenge. 

It  is  very  problematical  whether  the  carrying 
trade  is  advantageous  to  this  nation.  Our  mer- 
chants in  that  employ  transporting  foreign  pro- 
duce from  Batavia  and  the  West  Indies  to  the 
United  States,  and  storing  the  cargoes  for  some 
time  in  warehouses  and  reshipping  the  same  to 
Holland,  the  Hanse  Towns,  Antwerp  in  French 
Flanders,  and  other  ports;  and  in  some  instancea 
Cakinff  the  avails  of  those  .cargoes.  aUd  proceeding 
to  China,  from  whence  they  return  with  teks ;  in 
other  instances  proceed  to  England  and  lay  out 
the  avails  in  British  goods ;  and  then  making  chr*- 
coitous  voyages  of  two  and  three  years,  with 
those  large  capitals  out  of  our  country,  and  be- 
fore they  can  release  those  cargoes  so  as  to  pur- 
chase our  domestic  produce. 

My  worthy  colleague  from  New  York,  who  has 
just  sat  down,  (Mr.  Williams,)  has  observed^ 
^'ihat  commerce  is  essential  to  this  country,  and 
agriculture  naturally  goes  with  it;''  this  proposi- 
tion, taken  abstractedly,  I  shall  not  deny ;  and  then 
asks  us,  ^  where  is  the  revenue  to  support  Gov- 
emmebt  9"  I  will  answer  that  gentleman;  by  hskf- 
ing  him  the  same  question.  Where  is  the  revedoe 
to  support  Government,  when  nearly  one  half  of 
that  revenue  is  derived  from  Great  Britain  and 
herd^adenaies?    i  would  mfu^t  genUemaa 
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where  is  to  be  the  market  for  25,000,000  weight  of 
cotton  annually  exported,  (it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
they  will  not  retaliate  io  every  particular })  where 
18  to  be  the  market  for  your  tobacco,  potashes, 
flaxseed,  proTisions,  and  other  domestic  produce, 
exported  from  this  country  to  Great  Britain,  the 
British  filast  and  West  Indies,  and  Newfoundland, 
to  the  annual  value  of  between  20  and  $30,000,000? 
Kely  on  it,  if  you  adopt  this  measure,  you  will  em- 
barrass all  the  operations  of  Grovernment,  all  the 
operations  of  the  community,  and  must  have  re 
course  to  direct  taxation  on  the  farmer,  who  will 
be  unable  to  pay,  for  the  want  of  a  price  for  his 
produce ;  your  merchants  become  bankrupts  and 
you  distress  the  agriculturists. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
rania  has  further  observed,  ^4t  will  be  such  a 
shock  upon  Great  Britain,  she  will  not  be  able  to 
endure  it."  Let  that  gentleman  reflect  on  the 
wealth  and  maritime  power  of  that  country. 
Ever  since  my  memory,  the  approachioe  ruin  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  frequently  foretold ;  after 
all  the  vain  attempts,  they  yet  regulate  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  I  must  confess  1  have  but 
little  faith  in  undertaking  comn^ercial  regulations 
with  that  nation,  and  I  believe  we  shall  hhow  a  very 
pretty  figure  in  the  attempt,  and  be  obliged  to  re- 
cede with  disgrace,  and  I  cannot  vote  for  the  pres- 
ent resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  am  in  favor,  Mr.  Chairman,  of 
the  resolution  under  consideration;  and  lest  it 
should  be  supposed  I  am  an  enthusiast  io  respect 
to  commerce,  and  deserve  to  be  classed  among 
that  desperate  order  of  men  called  me rcbant.^,  ac- 
cording to  the  representation  which  we  have  had 
yesterday  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I 
Deg  leave  to  make  a  ^w  remarks  on  the  abstract 
question,  whether  commerce  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  beneficial  in  its  relation  to  the  United 
States.  I  have  long  thought  that  there  is  an  es- 
aential  diflerence  between  what  is,  in  the  common 
language  of  the  world,  a  splendid,  and  great,  and 
«  happy  people.  I  have  oeen  led  to  think  that 
the  situation  of  the  people  of  the  United  Suites, 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world  by  an  ocean 
of  three  thousand  miles«  possessing  an  immense 
region  of  land,  having  full  employment  for  all  her 
people  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth — having, 
from  the  variety  of  her  clinuite  and  the  diflerence 
of  her  soil,  the  means  of  supplying  herself,  not 
only  with  all  the  necessaries  dr  life  in  abundance, 
but  with  many  of  its  comforts,  and  even  some  of 
its  luxuries— from  these  considerations,  I  have 
been  led  to  think  it  had  been  happier  if  the  Ame* 
rican  people,  when  they  became  an  independent 
nation,  had  found  themselves  without  commerce, 
and  had  still  remained  so.  Thus  circumstanced! 
tbev  would  certainly  have  avoided  those  dangers 
which  flow  from  the  weakness  of  an  extended 
trade,  and  those  luxuries  which  have  hitherto 

J  roved  so  fatal  to  morals,  happiness,  and  liberty, 
n  my  opinion,  we  should  have  been  a  happier 
]>eople  without  commerce.  Among  the  considera- 
tions which  have  induced  me  to  ^lieve  that  this 
would  have  been  a  happy  state,  is,  that  we  should 
have  enjoyed  a  perfect  suite  of  safety.   We  should 


not  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  eonflictiog 
with  foreign  nations ;  because  commerce,  and  com- 
merce alone,  can  produce  those  conflicts.  I  hare 
expressed  this  opinion,  to  show  that  I  hare  not 
been  led  by  any  particular  attachment  to  com- 
merce, to  take  that  part  which  I  have  declared  I 
would  do  on  the  present  occasion.  But  what  was 
the  situation  of  the  American  people  whea  tbej 
first  found  themselves  a  nation  ?  And  what  are 
the  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  compact  i^e 
entered  into?  As  to  %ny  abstract  opinioos  wje 
may  entertain  on  this  subject  they  ought  to  have 
no  influence  here  upon  us.  I  stand  here  on  other 
ground,  and  dare  not  resbt  the  dictates  of  duty.  I 
was  astonished  yesterdajr  to  hear  it  mentioned  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Randolph,) 
and  Doldly  asserted,  referring  to  the  Constitiitioiay 
that  the  American  GK>Ternment  was  under  no 
obligation  to  protect  any  property  of  its  citizens 
one  foot  from  the  shore.  I  was  astonished  at  this 
declaration,  because  I  could  see  to  what  it  wenL 
I  saw,  if  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  Soiuhem 
States,  where  it  would  end.  The  situation  of 
this  people,  when  they  became  a  nation,  was  this: 
The  Eastern  States  might  properlv  be  said  to  be 
a  commercial  people,  as  they  lived  by  commerce; 
the  Middle  States  were  partly  commercial  and 
partly  agricultural ;  the  Southern  States,  properly 
speaking,  were  agricultural.  This  opposition  of 
character  must  have  created  ^reat  difficulty  in 
forming  the  Constitution,  and,  in  truths  this  and 
other  points  threw  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
its  formation.  But  a  spirit  of  concession  over- 
came all  difficulties.  Is  it,  however,  to  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  Eastern  States,  properly  comma- 
cial,  or  the  Middle,  partaking  equally  of  the  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  character,  would  have 
united  with  the  Southern  States,  if  they  had  been 
told  that  commerce  was  to  receive  no  protection? 
No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  believed^  But  I  take  higher 
ground — the  compact  itself,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  Let  us  examine  the 
powers  vested  in  Congress  under  this  compact^and 
decide  whether  commerce  was,  or  was  not  intended 
to  be  protected.  If  there  was  nothing  specific  ia 
these  powers,  the  first  page  would  show  the  inten- 
tion of  its  framers.  ^*  We,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
<  ted  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  iiaion, 

*  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquilitty, 

*  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  tar 
'  general  welfare,"  dbc.  If  we  go  on  to  the  tenth 
page,  we  shall  there  find  the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress, '*  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy."  Is  the 
protection  of  commerce  contemplated  herCiOr  is 
It  not  ?  In  other  parts  of  the  instrument,  we  per- 
ceive the  power  to  regulate  commerce  rested  ia 
Congress.  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that  the 
power  of  establishing  a  navy  can  be  exercised  ia- 
dependent  of  commerce?  Every  man  of  com- 
mon sense  knows  that  a  nary  cannot  eren  exist 
without  it. 

Having  suflkiently  established  the  right  of  com- 
merce to  protection  under  under  the  Constitutioa^ 
I  come  now  to  consider  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration. We  find  our  riffhts  invaded  by  foreign 
>  nations,  and  an  attaak  made  hy  one  nation  on  ooi 
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curryiDg  trade,  which,  in  my  opinioo,  cannot  be 
warranted  by  the  hiw  of  nations,  i  shall  not  con- 
descend to  argne  this  point.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
lawful  trade,  let  whoever  may  deny  it.  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  make  myself  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  by  reading  several  treatises  upon  it ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  contempt  with  which  a 
eertain  book  was  yesterday  treated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  I  will  venture  to  predict  that, 
when  the  mortal  part  of  that  gentleman  and  my- 
self shall  be  in  ashes,  the  author  of  that  work  will 
be  considered  a  great  man.  Nor  do  I  judce  in  this 
eitclusivelT  from  my  own  opinion.  Imt  from  the 
opinions  or  men  of  distinguished  talents,  from  dif- 
ferent and  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  who  all 
coBCitrin  saving  that  the  writer  has  conclusively 
established  the  principle  he  contends  for.  Indeed, 
i  could  not  have  believed,  had  I  not  heard  it,  that 
s  Representative  of  the  American  people,  in  the 
face  of  the  Legislature,  wonid  haye  relinquished 
so  precious  a  principle !  But  there  was  a  curious 
feature  in  all  the  luminous  discoveries  yesterday 
disclosed  to  us  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
in  wkich  he  strictly  observed  the  rule  of  the  rheto- 
riciaii — where  a  point  could  not  be  justified,  to  get 
over  it  as  well  as  he  could.  .On  the  impressment 
of  our  seamen,  he  said  nothing.  He  knew  that 
the  American  feelings  would  not  bear  it.  When 
I  chiakof  what  is  called  the  carrying  trade,  I  con- 
sider it  a  small  evil  compared  to  this.  It  has  been 
compared  to  Algerine  slavery,  hot  it  is  worse. 
What  is  this  impressment?  Tour  citizens  are 
seized  by  the  hand  of  violence,  and  if  they  refuse 
to  fiffht  the  battles  of  those  who  thus  lay  violent 
liaii&  upon  them,  you  see  them  hanging  at  the 
yard-arm.  In  the  nrst  place,  they  are  obliged  to 
expose  their  persons  to  murder,  in  fightinff  the  bat- 
tles of  a  nation  to  which  they  owe  no  allegiance. 
Thejr  are  obliged  to  commit  murder,  for  it  is  murder 
to  take  away  the  life  of  a  man  who  has  given  us  no 
offenoe,  at  the  same  time  that  they  expose  their 
own  persons  to  the  commission  of  murder.  This 
b  the  true  point  of  light  in  which  I  have  always 
eoBsideied  this  horrid  and  barbarous  act,  for  which, 
iodeedi  I  cannot  find  language  sufficiently  strong 
to  express  the  indignation  I  feel.  This  is  the  situ- 
ation of  our  country.  Our  commerce  depredated 
upon  in  every  sea,  our  citizens  dragged  from  their 
homes,  and  despoiled  of  all  they  hold  dear.  We 
are  told  we  are  not  to  mind  these  things — that  the 
sation  who  commits  the  outrages  is  a  powerful 
BatioD.  But  really,  as  an  American,  I  cannot  feel 
Ike  force  of  this  olnieryation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  yesterday  as- 
sumed it  as  a  principle,  and  the  whole  of  his  ar- 
gument turned  on  it,  that  this  is  a  war  measure, 
and  that  its  friends  are  for  going  to  war.  Were 
I  satisfied  with  the  truth  of  this  remark,  I  should 
chanj^  my  mind  with  regard  to  the  resolution. 
Bat  18  it  a  war  measure?  I  believe  the  same  du- 
ties aad  obli^tions  exist  between  nations  as  be- 
tween individuals  in  a  state  of  nature.  If  my 
Beiflrfabor  treats  me  with  injustic^e,  I  have  a  right 
to  decline  all  intercourse  with  him,  without  giv 
lag  kim  a  right  to  knock  me  down.  If  we  deem 
k  our  iotctrest  not  to  trade  with  a  particular  na- 


tion, have  we  not  a  right  to  say  so  1 — a  nation 
with  whom  we  have  no  commercial  treaty,  and 
towards  whom,  therefore,  in  regard  to  trade,  we 
have  a  right  to  act  as  we  please?  If  a  commer- 
cial treaty  existed  between  us,  it  would  be  our 
duty  to  observe  it ;  but,  without  one.  we  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  say  whether  we  nave  or  have 
not  a  use  for  her  productions.  If,  then,  this  be  a 
peace  measure,  why  treat  it  as  a  war  measure? 
But  it  is  said  that  it  will  lead  to  war.  Britain  is 
said  to  be  a  great  nation,  high  spirited,  and  proud, 
and  therefore  we  must  not  take  this  step  for  fear 
of  the  consequences.  Trace  this  argument — see 
where  it  leads  us.  It  leads  us  to  this :  That,  with 
a  powerful  nation,  we  must  on  no  account  what- 
ever quarrel,  though  she  may  commit  ever  so 
many  aggressions  on  our  right.  No,  we  must  not, 
let  her  go  whatever  length  she  may,  until,  on  this 
same  principle,  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  surren- 
der our  independence,  because  we  have  to  deal 
with  a  powerful  nation  I  If  we  do  not  make  a 
stand  nowa^inst  her  aggressions,  when  or  where 
shall  we  do  it  ?  But  one  alternative  will  remain 
— to  bend  our  necks,  to  crouch  beneath  the  tyrant, 
to  submit  without  murmur  to  her  insolence  ana 
injustice. 

It  is  surprising  to  me  to  see  this  resolution 
scouted  by  gentlemen,  when  this  same  measure 
has  ever  been  considered  as  the  most  proper  in- 
strument with  which  to  contend  with  Qreai  Brit- 
ain. If  we  look  back  to  the  times  of  the  stamp 
act,  we  will  see  that  this  was  then  the  opinion 
of  the  American  people.  Voluntarily  associating 
themselves  together^  they  cheerfully  and  unhesi- 
tatingly, as  the  means  of  obtaining  redress,  relin- 
quished the  luxuries,  and  even  the  necessaries  of 
life  drawn  from  Great  Britain.  These  associa^ 
tions  were  voluntary,  as,  from  the  situation  of 
the  colonies,  they  could  not  be  otherwise.  And  it 
is  remarkable  that  Great  Britain  did  not  consider 
this  a  cause  of  war,  though  the  people  of  this 
country  were  then  her  subjects.  Coming  down  to 
later  times,  and  approaching  the  period  of  our  na- 
tional independence,  thesame  measure  was  resort- 
ed to,  and  considered  an  effectual  expedient  to  ob- 
tain redress  of  our  grievances.  In  1776,  what  was 
the  sense  of  the  people  of  England  on  this  subject  ? 
and  how  did  they  £eel  the  effects  of  the  non-im- 
portation agreement  of  the  colonists  ?  Let  them 
speak  for  tbemselves. 

«  There  scarce  was  ef«er  any  a&ir  debated  in  a  Brit- 
ish  Parliament  ia  which  the  pnbUe  thought  themsolves 
more  deeply  interested,  or  for  the  result  of  which  they 
folt  a  more  impatient  anxiety  than  the  present,  nsrwas 
^e  rest  of  Europe,  eepedally  the  coAmercial  part,  iu* 
attentive  to  the  event. 

^'  The  second  speech  from  the  throne,  as  w«ll  ss  the 
first,  pointed  oat  the  American  affitiis  to  the  Parlia- 
ment as  the  principal  object  of  its  deliberations:  both 
Houses,  by  their  addroMes,  showed  that  they  k>oked 
upon  them  in  the  same  important  light. 

'*  Petitions  were  received  from  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, Bristol,  Lancaster,  LiverpooU  Hull,  Glasgow,  dbc» 
and,  indeed,  from  most  of  the  trading  and  manufactur- 
ing towns  and  boroughs  in  the  Kingdom.  In  thess 
petitions,  they  set  forth  the  great  decay  of  their  trade, 
owin^  to  the  new  laws  and  regidations  made  for  Ams« 
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lies.  The  viut  quantity  ^  a«r  manuftM^rM^  (beidet 
tlioae  artideB  imported  from  abroad,  which  were  yur- 
ceased  either  with  our  own  manufactures,  or  with  the 
piudttce  of  our  colonies^)  which  the  American  trade 
fi>rmerly  took  offour  hands ;  by  all  which,  many  thou^ 
sand  manufacturers,  seamen,  and  laborers,  had  been 
employed,  to  the  very  great  and  increasing  benefit  of 
the  nation.  Tliat,  in  return  for  these  exports,  the  peti- 
tioners had  received  from  the  colonies,  rice,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, naval  stores,  oil,  whale  fins,  furs,  and  lately  pot- 
ash, with  other  staple  commodities,  besides  a  large  bal- 
ance in  remittances,  by  bills  of  exchange  and  bullion, 
obtained  hy  ^^  cdlonists  for  articles  of  their  produce, 
dot  required  for  British  market,  and  therefore  exported 
tft  other  places. 

^  liiat,  fWmi  the  Dttore  of  this,  trade,  consistiiig  of 
British  nanufiutmres  exported,  and  of  the  import  of  raw 
iliateriaU  from  Amenca,  many  of  tbem  used  in  our 
mfuwfactttres,  and  all  of  them  tending  to  lessen  ourde* 
psndence  on  neighboring  8ta^,  it  must  be  deemed  of 
the  highest  importanoe  in  the  commercial  system  of. 
mis  nation,  that  this  oommerce,  so  beneficial  to  the 
9tate,  and  so  necessary  for  the  supfMHt  of  multitudes^ 
ti^^n  lay  under  such  difficulties  aim  discouragements, 
uiat  nothing  le^  than  its  utter  ruin  was  apprehended, 
ifidiottt  the  immediate  interposition  of  Parliament.*' 

**  At  the  conclusion  of  our  last  volume,  we  saw  the 
natbn  involved  in  the  most  distressful  circumstances 
tiiat  could  well  be  imagined ;  out  manufactures  at  a 
•land,  commerce  almost  totally  annihilated,  provisions 
Atr^vagantly  dear,  and  a  numerous  populace  unem- 

eyed,  without  the  means  of  procuring  a  hvehhood. 
eb>  and  ao  gloomy,  wai  the  prospect  that  opened  at 
liMne."-^FeA  ix.  Ann,  Reg. 

Down  to  the  beginning  of  the  Americao  war, 
thi$  was  tiDiformly  considered  as  the  mostpower- 
(Jul  instrument  in  oar  bands  to  oblige  Britain  to 
do  us  justice.  Sittce  that  time,  it  willbe  found  that 
the  saiAe  sentimebt  has  been  expressed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  united  States. 
By  a  recurrence  to  tbe  Journals  it  will  be  seen 
that,  on  tl^e  21st  of  April,  1794,  this  resohrtion  was 
adopted : 

"  WuretUf  The  injuries  whi6h  have  been  suffered, 
and  may  be  suflered,  by  the  United  States,  fh>m  viola- 
tS(Uis  committed  by  Great  Britain,  on  their  neutral 
rights  and  commercial  interests,  as  well  as  from  her 
ft^nre  to  execute  the  seventh  article  of  ^e  Treaty  of 
PeAee^  render  it  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stetes  that  tbe  commercial  int^reourse  between  tiie 
tivo  countries  should  not  ooblinue  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  extent  at  present  allowed  : 

•^Mmoked,  That«  from  and  af^tiie  first  day  of  No- 
iMaher:  ikWt^  aH  oomnietcial  inlertouffse  between  the 
otiaena  of  thia  United  States,  and  the  8nb|e«te  of  the 
Kbig.of  Greal  Britain,  or  ^  dtkene  or  sal]jectsiof 
aa^  oflhcpr  iiatian»  s^far.as  the  sa^e  reqiects  artielea  of 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  er  Irelaady 
•haU  be  tMhiibUed." 

l^h  resoltitkm  W8#  decided  by  yeas  iqid  nafs, 
i(bd  I  fiod  riiere  were  for  it  56  yeas,  and  against  it 
38  nays;  Among  those  who  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
I  find  my  own  name,  associated  with  the  names 
of  meti  with  whom  it  has  always  been  mv  pride 
thd  pleasure  to  act.  And  among  these.  I  and  the 
natneofa  Madison,  a  Bald  win.  a  Nicholas,  a  Cl^rk, 
a,VeDable,a  BIouDt,  anil  a  Hacon.  It  will  be  seeo, 
^»  thal^  this,  reaolutioa  iufcut  macii  ficuth«i  than 


that  whieh  ia  now  propqeed-^tbal  it  waat  tp  ika- 
leiigth  of  prohibiting  all  intercourse,  while  the  pee- 
sent  resolution  is  confined  to  prohibiting  importiy 
and  does  not  apply  at  all  to  our  export*. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  meaaure  utKm 
the  revenue,  i  believe  it  will  hava  auch  an  efleet, 
to  a  certain  degree,  bat  I  am  £ftr  from  believiag  it 
will  be  to  the  amount  taUted  of,  I  have  no  <kNiba 
that  we  will  obtain  from  other  oouiktri^  what  will 
sofEce  for  our  wantS)  without  applying  to  GreM. 
Bk'iiain*  But  suppose  there  ahculcf  be  a,  greater 
defieiencv  in  our  revenue^  and  suppose  we  shall: 
not  get  froa  other  ooumriea  all.  the  articlea  w», 
want;,  are  we  to  comjiare  these  privattona  witk 
tbe  sacrifice  of  our  rights  as  a  natioi^?  I,  foe  •o^ 
am  of  the  opinion,  that  if  we  were  noi  to  nantnnift 
half  th^  luxuries,  and  many  of  the  convenietteea^^ 
at  present  imported,  we  should  be  as  happy  aawet 
now  are*  This  would  have  one  exeeUent  efifoc)-^ 
it  would  reviv-e  that  spirit  of  induetrf  which  our 
large  importations,  so  faf  a$  relates  to  fiimily  man* 
ufacturee,  have  almost  annibilated.  I  eannoi  aet 
what  is  \0  preheat  every  family  atnong  tu  uiimiH 
facturing  what  k  neo^sary  for  their  own  veai. 
It  is  true^  we  might  wawttke  fine  clothe#  we  wein^ 
and  our  wives  be  deprived  of  their  silk  gQWtt%. 
but  would  this  diminish  our happineta?  Araeuek 
privations  to  be  put  into  competition  with  theju^^ 
eivatiDu  of  our  righ  ts  ?  I  hape  there  ttUI  reMiitiai 
too  much  q(  that  ancient  viruie  wfhich  onceglowiad 
in  the  Am^ipan  breast  to  cMisider  thia  aaaa  ewiL 
I  confess  I  wad  exceedingly  surprised  yeeierdftyi 
to  hear  my  colleague,  (Mr.  J.  CMkT,)  comiait  Cr«tm# 
ooe  of  the  firat  cemmereial  cities  ui  the  Uiii»o^ 
expressing  his  despair  of  the  virtue  tMf  the  Aaaeii^ 
can  people— expressing  the  opinion  that  ottr  peo* 
pie  eould  net  holdout  irii  rir  mght  monflyr  apanif 
soeh  a  measure.  Is  it  possible  that  sveh  aifi  iddti 
can  ha  correct?  Is  it  poesihle  that  a. few  ymtt 
have  wjrougbt, such  a  change  in  the  oharaoterefaf 
people  famed  for  their  virtue,  and  distingmsbed  lbt> 
the  sacrifices  they  have  made  ?  Is  it  powtble  tkm 
luxnry  hae  made  sueh  inroadtf  upon  us^  that  «U' 
our  ancient  virtue  is  gone  ?  I,  for  ene^  caiMOt  bol) 
believe,  that,  if  the  American  people  ard  plAoadi 
in  the  same  situation,  they  will  not  shrink  fronai 
danger.  I  shall  be  reluctantly  obliged  to  bettero^ 
sow  I  think  beuer  of  them.  I  have  seen  tketa* 
true  to  themselves  in.worae  times  than  these,  wtd* 
I  never  have  yet  seeh  them,  in  any  timaa,  imnh 
from  a  performance  of  their  d«iy» 

Another  expression  of  my  colleague  also  aor- 
prised  me.  He  said  this  aiieasure  would,  ija  tht- 
opiuien  of  every  man,  justify  retaliation.  '  TUa  ia 
pronouncing  it  a  war  measure,  unless  bv  retailer 
tion  he  meaaacommercial  retaliation.  If  he  meM» 
retaliatioa  by  means  of  fleea  and  armies,  it  ia  a 
most  strange  opinion,  as  there  is  not  a  featitie  in 
the  resolution  that  points  to  war* 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  eibet  of  the  optoio* 
expressed  by  the  Legislature  in  179i>  tbe  gentle 
roan  assigns  a  most  extraordinary  reaaon.  He 
tells  you  at  th«t  time  there  was  such  an  enthnsi* 
asm  and  attachment  to  the  French  nation,  that  tha 
American  people  were  ready  to  draw  their  e^rdt 
iaher&TOf«    U«i  aiiMyJMwaviai^thaiybfiajet^^ 
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rospect  of  the  opioioas  which  at  that  time  pre- 
vailed in  the  cttr,  where  that  geatleroan  as  well 
as  myself  resided,  he  will  percei?e  the  io correct- 
neas  of  his  remark.  I  never  yet  met  with  any  man 
who  thought  we  would  be  justified  in  interfering 
in  the  contest  of  Fraace  with  the  despots  of  Eu* 
rope.  The  enthusiaj$m  felt  for  France  I  well  re- 
member. We  considered  her  as  contending  for 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  our  wishes  were 
ardent  for  her  success.  Another  circumstance 
heightened  these  feelings:  we  recollected  the  ser- 
vices she  had  rendered  us  in  times  of  distress.  But, 
with  regard  to  entering  into  the  war  in  her  favor, 
I  never  knew  a  man,  who  I  could  say  was  in  his 
senses,  for  it  This,  therefore,  could  have  no  effect 
in  carrying  the  resolution  I  have  just  read. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  nas  told  us,  that, 
in  adopting  this  measure,  we  shall  be  shaded  by 
commercial  interest  into  a  contest  with  oritain  on 
the  seas.  For  one,  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  war. 
I  view  this  measure  as  a  peaceable  measure,  and 
entertain  great  hopes  that  it  will  have  the  efifect 
we  wish.  When  we  consider  the  situation  of  Brit- 
ain^ we  may  be  confident  that  she  will  not  wifth 
to  increase  the  number  of  her  enemies,  and  it  will 
surely  be  ffood  policy  in  her  to  avpid  taking  that 
ground  which  will  have  this  effect. , 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  teHs  us  that 
the  situation  of  England  is  different  from  what  it 
^s  in  1793.  Agreed ;  but  that  change  is  in  our 
favor.  Great  Bntain  has  at  present  her  hands  so 
fiUl,  that  she  will  not  wish  to  increase  her,  ene- 
mies. The  events  of  the  present  contest  afc  ex- 
ti'emely  uncertain.  If  the  Efmperor  of  France  shall 
prove  successful^  and  make  a, peace  on  the  conti- 
nient,  to  the  exclusion  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
oodoubtedly  shut  out  British  manufactures  from 
every  part  of  Europe.  The  present,  therefore,  is 
the  most  favorable  time  for  pursuing  our  measures. 

The  gentleman  also  inquires,  what  will  Eng- 
land say  of  our  conduct  to  Spam  7  He  laments 
that  his  U'ps  on  this  subject  are  closed.  I  too  la- 
nieot  that  mine  are  closed.  I  wish  to  God  that 
etery  word  said  while  our.  doors  were  clpsed,  and 
that  every  measure  entered  into,  were  known, to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  A.merica.  I  shall 
not  on  this  occasion  say  more,  but  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  gentle- 
man's statements  will  be  rectified  by  a  complete 
disclosure. 

The  same  gentleman  has  ay  owed  his  hostility 
to  a  certain  nation,  and  he  is  willing  to  go  to  war 
with  her,  because  ne  considers  her  feeble,  and  be- 
cause she  has  been  guilty  of  aggressions  on  our 
rights.  Mighty  aggression !  Which  i^  nothing 
more  than  what  happened  the  other  day  at  De- 
troit, where  certain  British  officers  seized  a  cfian, 
with  the  view  of  carrying  him  over  the  line.  1 
hope  such  trivial  things,  the  offspring  of  accident 
or  personal  resentment,  wQl  never  1^  considered 
bjr  us  cause  of  war.  I  hope  the  American  people 
will  nerer  eo  to  war  when  they  can  avoid  it  with- 
ofit  a  sacrifice  of  honor  or  justice.  For  my  part 
I  cannot  see  what  this  measuire  has  to  do  with 
our  affairs  with  Spain.  Have  we  not  a  risht  to- 
manage  those  afikirs  independent  of  England  1 


Have  we  got  to  this,  that  we  are  to  consider.  Eii» 
gjand  as  a  party  to  our  transactions  with  othet 
nations  1  In  our  affairs  with  Spain,  we  are  doing 
England  no  injury,  and  she  has  no  right  to  infierr 
fere  with  the  exercise  of  our  rights  as  an  inde^ 
pendent  nation. 

The  ffentleman  asks  will  it  be  politic  to  strength^ 
en  the  Lands  of  France,  to  invijp^orate  the  power 
that  threatens  the  subiugation  of  the  world?  Ho^r 
this  topic  has  been  brought  into  view,  I  cannot 
tell.  1  have  no  predilecuon  to  France.  I  have 
no  attachment  to  any  country  but  the  one  in  whic\h 
I  live.  I  am  willing  to  do  justice  to  all  nations^ 
and  to  require  it  from  all.  But  suppose  Bonaparta 
should  succeed  in  the  conquest  of  Europe?  It 
will  be  a  long  time  before  it  can  be  effeeted ;  and 
if  effected,  it  will  be  found  that  a  fleet  is  not  thai 
work  of  a  day.  It  will  be  found  to  be  the  work  of 
years,  and  years  of  peaoe  too,  before  he  can  pos* 
sess  sufficient  ships  and  seamen  to  destroy  thd 
British  navy.  And  what  are  the  dreadful  terrors 
of  the  French  Government?  Thereappears  at 
the  head  of  her  affairs  a  man  who  transcends  in^ 
talents  and  ambition  the  other  potentates  of  JBki-' 
rope.  But  is  there  anything  permanent  in  this:? 
Much ;  everything  may  depend  on  his  brittle  life* 
On  his  fall,  she  may  become  as  feeble  as  she  ever 
was  before.  The  nation  we  ought  to  fear,  aecordt* 
iuff^  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  is  not  that 
which  has  the  actual  commana  of  the  sea.  No,, 
the  gentleman  is  not  afraid  of  her,  hut  of  the  na^ 
tioA  whic|i  may  have  the  command  of  it  hereain 
ter.  I  should  re^et  to  see  any  nation  of  Europe, 
biptted'out  of  existence.  I  hopis  that  Boaapalrte 
will  never  conquer  England,  or  England  eooquer. 
France.  But  I  cannot  attach  much  importitne^ 
to  distant,  while  I  am  menaced  by  present  daiiV 
gers. 

The  gentleman  has  also  portrayed  the  great  • 
danger  to  the  Constitution  from  war.    I  agree 
with  him.    I  too  deprecate  war.    I  consider  it  one 
of  the  w(H3t  evjils  that  can  befall  oMiakind.    But 
as  I  have)  already  shown  that  this  is  not  a  waar^. 
but  a  peace  measure,  his  remarks  do  not  applr. 
I  know  that  war  is  attended  by  numerous  evibs, 
that  it  not  only  e^thausts  our  blood  and  treasure, . 
bat  that  it  ^as  a  still  more  fatal  efiect  on  our  maift- 
ners.    Still  am  I  not  willing  to  prostrate  the  dig- 
nity, the ,  interest,  and  the  honor  of  mf  country, . 
even  if  war  should  be  the  consequence. 

Thegentleman  has  also  sounded  analarm  among' 
OS  because  this  is  not  a  measure  of  the  Cabinet* 
That  gentleman,  however,  knows  full  well  that  any : 
member  on  this  floor,  without  even  eensnkuig 
any  of  his  fellow  members,  much  less  the  Cabinet, 
has  a  right  to  bring  forward  any  resolution  he. 
pleases.  Bat  he  said  at  the  same  time  there  was' 
no  Cabipet.  How  then  could  he  expect  us  to  con*- 
suit  the  Cabinet,  wheo  no  such  thing  exists  ?  My 
friend,  who  offered  this  resolution,  showed  it  to 
ne  before  he  presented  it.  I  concurred  in  it,  apd . 
I  now  advocate  it,  because  I  think  it  right,  and 
the  gentleman  will  not  deny  that  every  gentle- 
man on  this  floor  has  equal  rishts. 

The  gentleman  has  also  told  m  that  France  in 
1793  was  doing  what  England  now  does^at  she 
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was  fighting  the  hattles  of  the  world.  For  my 
part  I  do  DOt  believe  the  world  is  indebted  to  either 
of  those  nations,  much  less  do  I  believe  that  we 
are.  But  this  same  England  can  do  wonders; 
and  it  seems  we  are  not  to  contend  for  our  rights 
with  her,  lest  she  should  get  out  of  humor  with 
OS.  I  know  the  power  of  the  English  fleet,  and  I 
know  we  cannot  contend  with  it.  Debauched, 
however,  as  her  Government  is,  I  do  not  believe 
she  will  eo  to  war  with  us;  but  if  she  does  not,  it 
will  not  Be  owing  to  the  caution  we  have  observed 
in  discussing  this  subject.  Of  this  nation,  thus 
represented  as  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world.  I 
may  perhaps  have  formed  a  wrong  opinion,  in  tne 
estimate  I  have  formed  of  her  humanity  and  jus- 
tice. Qo  to  the  East  Indies ;  throw  your  eves  on 
Africa ;  look  back  on  the  American  Revolution, 
and  talk  of  her  humanity  I  Applaud  her  for  jus- 
tice, when  there  is  not  a  nation  on  earth  at  this 
day  80  much  disposed  to  be  hostile  to  us !  Sir, 
she  will  never  forjrive  us  for  having  achieved  our 
iadependence.  Her  hostility  is  invigorated  by 
atiotDer  circumstance.  She'  is  the  first  trading 
nation  in  the  world^ — we  are  the  second.  We  in- 
teif«re  with  her  aggrandizement,  and  she  has  de- 
termined to  crush  us.  She  is  proceeding  step  by 
step  in  the  work  of  destruction,  and  if  we  are  so 
pusillanimous  as  to  submit,  she  will  push  on  to 
our  min  and  disgrace.  The  gentleman  has  told 
Qs  that  if  we  aid  any  Power,  in  her  efibrts  to  de- 
stroy Britain,  we  shall  endanger  ourselves.  Indeed, 
sir,  so  many  evidences  of  the  friendship  of  this 
nation  are  brought  before  us,  that  it  only  wants  ex- 
perience to  believe  them. 

We  are  told  by  the  same  gentleman,  that  France 
will  do  us  the  honor  only  to  make  us  the  last  nation 
she  devours;  Why  all  this  clamor  about  France^ 
when  she  is  not  injuring  us,  while  we  are  so  tame 
to  other  nations  who  are  violating  our  dearest 
fights  ?  I  trust  wie  shall  know  how  to  respect  our- 
selves with  whatever  nation  we  hslve  to  deal,  and 
if  France  acts  to  us  as  England  has  done,  that  we 
'Will  treat  her  as  we  are  now  for  treating  England. 
But  till  this  time  arrives  these  remarks  are  mis- 
applied. 

I  come  now  to  reply  to  one  thing  said  by  the 

fsntleman  from  Vii^inia,  which  I  am  very  sorry 
am  under  the  necessity  of  doin^.  The  fate  of 
this  country  is  placed  in  irresponsible  hands.  Tom, 
Dick,  and  Harry,  oug:ht  to  beput  in  to  straight  waist- 
coats !  Whether  this  language  is  consistent  with 
the  respect  due  to  this  House,  or  to  this  nation,  I 
leave  the  gentleman  to  judge  for  himself.  I  will 
grant  that  that  p^entleman  has  a  right  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  dpmion  on  all  political  subjects.  I 
will  even  allow  that  he  has  a  mind  more  luminous 
than  belongs  to  most  men.  But  I  will  also  say^, 
thattbe  rifi^hts  which  he  claims  for  himself  he 
ought  to  aQow  to  his  fellow  members.  If  I  en- 
tertain an  opinion  which  is  wrong,  and  any  man 
can  convince  me  it  is  so,  I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge it ;  but  how  comes  the  gentleman  to  repre- 
sent all  the  members  on  this  floor  as  a  set  of  fools  ? 
Why,siryifl  wereto  pretend  tosay  that  John  Locke 
was  a  fool,  that  Milton  was  a  bad  poet,  that  Bacon 
was  a  miserable  lawyer,  whatever  my  intention. 


might  be,  I  should  not  derogate  from  their  charac- 
ters. I  believe  this  will  be  the  case  with  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  that  the  character  of 
no  man  in  it  will  be  affected  by  his  charge.  I  can 
look  through  this  body  and  see  many  of  my  fel- 
Idw  members,  whose  voice  is  never  heard  on  thia 
floor,  on  whose  judgment  I  can  place  as  high  a 
reliance,  as  on  those  whose  talents  are  the  most 
conspicuously  displayed.  I  beg  the  Committee  will 
excuse  me  for  the  large  portion  of  their  ume  I 
have  consumed  on  points  so  little  connected  with. 
the  question  under  consideration.  I  will  conclude 
what  I  have  at  present  to  say,  reserving  to  myself 
the  riffht  of  making  some  additional  remarks  be- 
fore the  question  is  taken. 

Mr,  John  RAwnoLFH. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  did 
expect,  on  coming  into  the  House  this  morniog, 
that  the  friends  of  the  resolution  under  discussion 
would  have  brought  forward  some  arguments  to 
show  (what  they  nad  studiously  avoided)  that  the 
ability  to  coerce  Great  Britain  is  within  the  com- 
pass of  this  nation's  power ;  that  this  power  ought 
now  to  be  exerted,  and  that  the  propc^ed  measure 
is  equal  to  the  desired  effect,  it  behooves  them 
to  demonstrate  all  this,  before  they  ask  for  our 
support.  I  did  not  come  down  to  the  House  with 
the  expectation  of  listening  to  a  gross  misrepresent- 
ation of  my  expressions  yesterday,  loose  and  desul* 
tory  as  I  allow  them  to  have  been;  much  lesm 
was  I  prepared  to  hear  such  misrepreseotationa 
from  the  Ii]>s  of  aged  men,  whom  I  nave  treated 
with  invariable  and  guarded  respect;  between 
whom  and  myself  there  has  long  existed  a  politi- 
cal friendship— real,  on  my  part,  apparent  on 
theirs.  I  did  not,  indeed,  expect  to  hear  jparlicu- 
lar  expressions,  used  by  me  in  the  ardor  of  debate, 
broken  and  culled  from  their  connecting  mem- 
bers, and  mutilated  and  tortured  into  meanings 
which  cold-blooded  malice  alone  could  have  de- 
vised. Sir,  in  this  way  of  proceeding  (without 
intending  any  profane  comparison)  the  Bible  it- 
self may  be  made  to  preach  atheism,  to  declare 
that  there  is  no  God.  ^  The  fool  saith  in  his  heart 
there  is  no  God."  Taken  together,  it  is  inspired 
wisdom;  dismember  it,  it  is  impiety. 

It  has  not  been  denied,  by  any  member  on  thU 
floor,  that  the  carrying  trade,  that  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  these  States,  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected.   The  only  question  is  quo  modal    Have 
you  the  ability  to  protect  them  by  war,  and  are 
thev  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  the  expense  of 
sucn  protection?    We  say  no;  they  cannot  paj 
for  so  dear  a  defence,  rich  as  they  may  be.    But, 
above  all,  they  cannot  repay  us  for  the  loss  of  our 
Constitution.    It  is  above  all  price.    We  go  fur- 
ther—we affirm  that  trade  is  now  protected  by 
the  most  efficient  means  within  our  power — by 
discriminating  duties,  laid  by  the  votes  of  South- 
ern men;  and  yet.  sir,  we  are  threatened  with 
schism,withadis>soiutionof  theUoion,ifwedonot 
adopt  particular  systems,  devised  by  chance,  be- 
gotten of  ignorance  or  imbecility.    Are  these  the 
mild  and  conciliatory  plans  and  ideas  of  which 
gentlemen  boast ?   Is  this  mildness?   Is  this  con- 
ciliation ?    Is  this  peace?    The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  SuiLtfi,)  with  a  face  of  won- 
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droQs  importance,  telU  you  that,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, we  have  power  to  raiae  and  maintain  ar- 
mies, to  build  and  equip  navies ;  from  which  he 
draws  the  inference  that  (under  whatever  ciroum- 
atances,  I  suppose)  we  must  actually  do  what  the 
Constitution  allows.  And  yet,  that  gentleman,  in 
former  times,  voted  with  us  a^inst  armies  and 
navies !  Let  kim  justify  himself^  if  he  can,  upon 
bis  new  principles.  I  repeat  it :  if  the  uiyust  ag- 
gressions of  a  foreign  nation,  if  indignity  and  in- 
sult abroad,  are  always  to  produce,  war,  the  gen- 
tleman was  criminal  in  refusing  to  support  the 
Administration  in  1798.   Yes,  you  were  then  com- 

Selled  to  drain  the  cup  of  humiliation  to  its  very 
regs.  Did  he  put  that  cup  by  ?  Did  he  vote  for 
fleets  and  armies,  or  a  suspension  of  commercial 
intercourse  with  France  ?  What  was  the  French 
edition  of  the  laws  of  nations  then  ?  That  a  bale 
of  British  manufacture  T  without  any  question  of 
enemy's  property)  should  subject  to  seizure  and 
condemnation.  And  what  was  the  British  doc* 
trine  in  17931  That  France  was,  with- one  sweep 
<^  the  pen^  in  a  state  of  sie^e  and  blockade,  and 
that  American  flour,  dbc,  should  not  be  carried  there 
at  all.  And  yet,  against  these  principles  and  prac- 
tieas.  preposterous  and  injurious  as  they  were,  we 
did  not  go  to  war;  at  least  that  gentleman  was 
opposed  to  sucb  war,  if  war  it  may  be  called,  as 
was  waged. 

But,  whilst  I  acknowledge  the  carrying  trade 
to  be  valuable  to  a  certain  extent,  I  must,  unless 
I  abandon  every  pretension  to  the  character  of  a 
politician,  act  on  existing  circumstances,  on  thinp 
ma  they  are,  not  as  I  beUeve  they  ought  to  be.  In 
casting  about,  the  first  thing,  or  one  of  the  first,  to 
be  considered,  is  revenue.  Almoat  our  whole  rev- 
enue is  derived  from  commerce,  that  is,  from  the 
domestic  consumption  of  imports  from  abroad. 
How  much  comes  from  the  carrying  trade  ?  Your 
statements,  I  am  told,  say  $800,000.  But  if  our 
whole  constraiption  were  imported  in  foreign 
bottoms,  the  impost  would  exceed  its  present 
amount  by  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  I  warn  gentlemen  against  a  misrepresent- 
ation of  this  fact.  Am  1,  therefore,  desirous  to 
pin  this  increase  at  the  expense  of  our  naviga- 
tion ?  Far  from  it.  It  would  be  to  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  eggs.  But  what  is  this  branch 
of  the  carrying  trade,  for  which  gentlemen  would 
sacrifice  not  only  our  navigation  and  commerce,, 
but  the  agriculture  and  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Look  at  this  trade,  which  is  to  be  guarded 
at  every  risk,  and  the  men  who  follow  it«  Do 
they  carry  your  products  abroad,  and  bring  back 
goods  for  home  coiuumptioni  No,  they  plunge 
thm  hands  into  your  pockets  for  drawbacn. 
During  this  very  session  they  threatened  to  plun- 
der the  Treasury  of  millions,  hy  a  bill  happily  ar- 
rested on  its  passage.  If  our  fair  trade  is  not  pro- 
tected, how  comes  it  that  it  has  grown  with  a  ra- 
pidity before  unheard  of  in  any  affe,  unknown  in, 
an/  nation?  That  growth  bias  oeen  nourished 
by  protecting  duties,  fostered  by  our  neutral  posi- 
tion. We  are  the  real  friends  of  your  navij^tion. 
It  has  grown  beneath  the  shade  of  discriminating 
duties  i  flourished  in  the  sunshine  of  the  neutru 


character ;  wilh  the  first  blight  of  maritime  war 
it  dies. 

I  am  accused  too  with  stigmatizing  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States.  I  deny  the  charge. 
Bvery  profession  and  calling  of  human  life  is  dis- 
graced by  unworthy  members.  The  law  has  its 
pettifoggers,  the  church  its  hypocrites,  medicine 
and  politics,  too,  sir,  have  their  empirics ;  and  if 
there  be  two  professions  in  the  world,  which  can 
be  selected  for  a  tendency  to  develop  the  pre-ex- 
isting germ  of  imperfection  planted  in  our  nature, 
they  are  the  profession  of  the  lawyer  and  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  trader.  And  wherdbre  ?  Because 
they  open  the  wide  field  of  temptation.  The 
wisest  prayer  that  ever  was  or  can  be  devised  for 
human  innrmitjr,  is  that  which  teaches  us  to  do* 
precate  such  trials :  "  We  beseech  thee,  lead  us 
not  into  temptation !''  What  is  the  fact  ?  Wbilil 
we  boast  of  honor  on  this  floor,  our  name  has  be^ 
come  a  by-word  among  the  nations.  Europe,  and 
Paris  especially,  swarms  with  pseudo- America ns^ 
with  Anglo  and  Qallo- Americans,  and  American 
F.rench  and  English,  who  have  amassed  immense 
fortunes  by  tramng  in  the  neutral  character,  by 
setting  it  up  to  auction  and  selling  to  the  best  bid- 
der. Men  of  this  description,  striplings,  without 
coAaexions  or  character,  have  been  known  to  buy- 
rich  vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  Amsterdam  and 
Antwerp,  and  trade  with  them,  under  the  Ameri^ 
can  name,  to  the  Indies^  Neutral  character  has 
constituted  one  of  the  best  remittances  for  coloni- 
njal  produce,  or  the  goods  which  purohase  it;  and 
the  trade  in  this  commodity  or  neutrality  has 
proved  a  most  lucrative  branch  of  traflk.  This 
It  is  that  has  sunk  and  degraded  the  American 
name  airoad,  and  subjected  the  fair  trader  to  vex* 
atious  seizure  and  detention.  But  I  am  asked  if 
we  shall  submit  to  a  tame  and  dastardly  abandon- 
ment of  our  rights;  and  by  those,  too,  who  have 
made  a  cowardly  surrender  of  our  best  interests- 
and  our  honor,  when  we  were  well  able  to  main-> 
tain  them?  I  b^  leave  to  reply  to  this  question 
by  asking  another :  Are  you  prepared  to  assert  ^ 
them ;  to  go  all  lenj^ths  to  enforce  them  ?  In 
what  consbts  true  di^^ity  ?  In  vaporing  in  the 
newspapers?  In  printed  handbilb  and  resolu- 
tions? Or  in  taking  ground  which  you  can  and 
will  maintain ;  which  no  change  of  fortune  shall 
cooopel  you  to.desert?  Aul  nunquam  tetUea^  asd^ 
perfice.  Does'the  gentleman  want  a  translation'? 
Here  is  one  truly  American :  ^'Stick,  or  go  through.*' 
This  is  true  dignity;  can  he  give  a  better  defini- 
tion ?  And  what  constitutes  false  dignity  ?  Play- 
ing the  part  of  a  Bobadil— -bullying  fiogland  and 
truckling  to  Spain — I  beg  pardon,  there  is  no 
Spain— bullying  England  and  truckhna  to  France. 
This  you  have  done;  you  know  it.  When  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  of  their  willingness  to  publish  our 
proceedings,  why  do  they  not  clear  the  galleries 
and  take  ofi*  the  injunction  of  secrecy  ?  Let  their 
private  vote  correspond  with  their  public  preces- 
sion. And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Pean^ 
sylvania  (Mr.  Smilib)  that  I  would  rather  have  ' 
his  vote  than  his  speech  at  any  time.  Who  would 
suppose,  had  he  not  averred  it,  that  he  held  silence 
and  good  sense  in  such  high  Mfi^^  ^^  ^^  PM* 
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fened  the  oalm  decisions  of  q«iietwndl>m  to  th<e 
efiusioDS  of  empty  garrulity? 

TliegentleroaD  from  New  York  hM  told  us,  that 
after  the  cail  of  the  Executive  for  firm  measures, 
he  did  not  expect  this  opposition.  And  does  he 
oall  this  a  firm  measure  ?  What  would  hiive  been 
afirmmeasure?  An  embargo.  That  would  hate 
gone  to  the  root  of  the  eril.  But  that,  sir,  would 
not  hare  suited  your  Proteus  poItticiaDS^  There 
oould  haTe  been  no  evasion  of  that.  But  your 
slippery  mercantile  eels  can  slide  over  or  under 
this  provision,  and  leave  the  whole  burden  of  suf- 
fering to  faU  on  the  planter,  the  farmer,  and  the 
real  American.  The  whole  revenue  (we  are  told) 
is  derived  from  commerce.  Who  pays  it  ultimately 
but  the  consumer,  and  with  as  large  a  profit  on  the 
laerchant's  advance  of  the  duties  (often  a  mere  ad- 
vance of  credit)  as  he  receives  from  any  other  part 
of  his  capital  ?  These  new  ideas  of  firmness  are 
either  aboVe  or  below  my  comprehension.  And 
because  we  are  anxious  to  see  the  imblic  debt  paid* 
off  and  th^  true  interests  of  the  nation  maintained 
— because  we  will  not  abandon  the  plough,  and 
stf uggle  to  restrain  Executive  influence,  we  are 
cham  1  with  hostility  to  all  commetree,  with  in<^ 
sensihility  to  the  honor  of  oxxt  country.  When 
our  doors  were  shut,thi&  is  no  breach  of  confidence. 
One  of  my  coU^aguw  called  fbr  the  ineading  of  a 
Aiessage  from  the  President,  soon  after  he  came 
into  office.  It  was  the  most  severe  and  cutting 
satire  that  ever  man  listesied  to.  I  say  it  wks  a 
bttier  satire  on  your  proceedings,  then  and  now. 
It  recommended  the  application  of  our  resources 
ta  a  speedj^  discharge  of  the'  poblio  debt,  a' rigid 
adherence  to  specific  appropriation*— tyto^  dbwn 
the  Executive  officers  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  re- 
striedag  themi  to  the  literal* objecu  and  amount 
of  oilr  appropriations.  What  is  the  conimentary  ? 
In  time  of  peace  (for  I  trust  no  onie  will  call  this 
wind  mill  attack  on  Tripoli^  war)  the  expenditure 
of  the  Navy  Department  (so  fhr  from  each  item 
ofexpeofe  being  limited  by  th^  qieclfic  appropvi* 
ation  for  tbat  o%ct)  have  ei^ceeded  the  gross  mxA 
appropriated  for  ihatbraoeh  of  th^  public  service 
sixty  pier  cent'  And  if  this  is  a  specimen  of  the 
yearly  cost  o[  bulks  rottting^  in  the  mud,  what  es- 
tihiate  can  you  make  of  the  disbursementsrin  time 
of  actual  war  agaiast  a  powerful  maritrme  State, 
when  your  seventy-fours  are  ready  for  sea?  This 
is  nakM  truth  ;  it  rests  on  figures.  If  it  be  not  true, 
h(^  com^s  it  that  we  have  passed  two  appropri^ 
ation  laws,  to  ihe  amount  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  during  the  present  session,  to  cover  the* 
navy  deficiencies  of  the  last  year,  almost  the  ohly 
bills  that  we  have  pa^ed  T  Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  pay- 
ing one  debt  ofi'(the  cost  of  a  former  war)  before 
I  enter  into  another  and  score  up  a  second.  I  con^ 
fess  myself  to  he  among  the  number  of  those  polf^ 
tieians:  (gentlemen  may  style  them  vi:{ionary  if 
they  plea^)  who  hailecf  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  the  political  MessiahjSent  tdconvince 
anr.  nahelieving' world  tbat  a  debt,  once  funded, 
miglirt  be  padd  off*,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
s^nffe;  IF  in  this  I  was  visionary,  at  least  I  was 
notalone.  The  promise  has  been  large,  the  nation 
caUa  ifoc  lift  ^tfioifswysa.    Look  ac  the  measures 


of  the  Government,  and  When  yon  reckon  th^LiOU- 
isiana  debt,  that  created  under  the  British  Treair, 
and  some  others,  it  will  appear  thatyou  have  nearly 
scored  up  as  much  new  debt  as  you  have  paid  off 
of  the  old.  1  speak  of  nrinci pal—paying  the  in- 
terest of  a  debt  is  notdimmishingit— and  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  (M^.  Clay;  must  have  taken 
theinterest  intohislargeaccount  of  yesterday.  Tbe 
amount  of  principal  red^med  is  less  than  eighteen 
millions.  If  gentlemen  den v  this,  let  them  re^  to 
the  Treasury  statements  laid  before  us  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  or  call  upon  the  head  of  that 
department  to  stlitethe  amount  of  debt  paid  and 
created,  within  the  last  five  years.  But  you  will 
be  told,  fcryout  oioney  you  have  value  receired. 
at  least.  This  I  freely  acknowledge.  I  wonld 
have  ffiven  the  sum  for  the  D^ta^  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, if  It  could  not  hav^  been  honorary  acquired 
for  less.  Of  whom  did  we  purchase?  Inrom  Spain, 
who  had  wrongfully  withheld  our  riehi  of  depos- 
it ?  So  far  from  it.  that  we  tell  her  she  has  yet  to 
mKke  satisfaction  tor  that  injury  and  insult  s  we 
bring  it  into  aecoubt  against  her.  No,  sir,  we  |>ar- 
chasedfrom  France,  the  rifi:ht  All  proprietor,  against 
whom  we  then  had  no  sunject  of  complaint. 

I  am  accused  by  the  gentlemaii  from  Pienmyt- 
vanfa  (Mr.  S?iiLfB)^this  I  suppose  is  a  specimen 
of  their  candor^(I  am  reluctant  to  say  anything 
whilst  he  is  absent ;  I  am  sorry  he  has  fied'his  seat) 
— of  deiiignedtv  passing  over  one  of  the  mo5t^  im- 
portant considerations  pr^ebt^  by  the  preai^nt 
subject — the  impressment  of  our  seamen.    A'nd' 
yet  what  did  that  gentleman  tell  you?    That  he 
hiitaself  (long  as  he  had  tr^passed  on  youir  time) 
had  been  compell^  to  omit  many  importan  t  thing!^ 
that  he  intended  tO'say.    This  realises  the  proverb^ 
'^One  man  n^ay  steal  a  horse:  whilst  another  mitit 
not  loolc  over  the  hedg'e.''    I  will  tell  the  c^ntte- 
mato,  if  I  did  oitiit  this  topic,  I  had  scarcdy  thr6Wn 
myself  into  the  carriage  that  conveyed:  me  home, 
beibre  I  recollected  and  regretted  it.    Th^  gentle- 
man may  say  what  he  pleases,  but  he  n^ver  had' 
no  man  eter  shall  have  cattse  to  upbraid  me  with 
flinching  fVom  any  ques^on  that  may  be  brought 
on  this  floor.    Nowj  sii^,  let  gentlemen  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  hearts  and  answer  siiicerdy  if 
they  do  believe  this  resolution  has  the  power  to 
take  one  American  seaman  out  of  a  Bmish  s!hip 
of  war?    Aire  gentleman  hostile  to  impressmeiilv 
end  yet  friendly  to  a  naval  war— to  systems  ^kn 
must  eventuate  in  the  iiitrodnction  of  this  systeib 
at  home,  in  the  subversion  of  ouf  liblerties  t   Lei 
them  examine  the  profound  argumeht  of  Jti%e 
Poster  on  this  subiect.    They  will  find  that  Great 
Britain  is  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  to  rafamtaln 
her  naval  power  and  her  existence.    And  it  is  be- 
cause lam  opposed  to  resorting  to  the  same  expe- 
dient (for  will  any  man  pretend  that  a  great  nKvy 
can  be  manned  without  recurring  to  it  ?>— because 
I  think  it  abhorrent  to  the  genius  of  a  free  people, 
that  I  am  against  rushing  into  that  naval  wa^, 
into  which  gentlemen  wish  to  precit)itate  us.    No, 
sir,  you  cannot  command  seamen  for  your  navy, 
in  timeof  war,  without  impressment.   The  wealth 
of  CrtBsus  could  not  sustain  tl^  expense;  and' 
even  if 'that  objection  could  he  r^oved,  the  ope^ 
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rtttioQ  by  ^oKatifteot  is  too  tardy  to  m^t  a  sud- 
den emergency.  If  yon  hare  difficolty  in  pro* 
coring  teamen  to  serre  in  the  MedttferraneaD, 
w^at  will  be  the  cttse  in  a  war  against  Engknd  ? 
With  all  their  bravery,  many  a  man  who  would 
i^illiiigly  meet  th^  corsairs,  or  even  the  Dons  and 
Moflsiears,  would  feel  reluctant  to  be  led  to  bat- 
tk  *gliio8t  a  Brftish  fleet*— and  why,  sir?  Be- 
cause, waiving  odier  considerations,  a  great  pro- 
p^tioD  of  our  seaftnen  are  foreigner»*-natiVe8  of 
O^eat  Britain^wbo  still  feel  preiudlces  for  their 
narent  country.  Yes,  sir,  the  qharacter  of  the 
Anxerican  seaman,  like  that  of  the  neutral  traderj 
tdo  often  eludes  ocUr  grasp,  l^ie  moment  you 
mak^  war,  much^  more  if  you  resort  to  impress- 
iBenta,  the  Amertcan  sailor  vanishes,  he  becomes 
a  8iib|«et  of  Dtmtttait:  with  the  first  frost,  he 
^appears  in  a  night. 

B«K  if  I  did  not  ml^Btmderstand-  the  gentleman 
froni  Pennsytvadia,  he  said  that  I  had  treated  the 
Beiiae  in  a  manner,  of  which,  sir,  I  trust  I  am  in- 
capable of  aeting  towards  any  assembly,  much 
less,  one  of  your  dignity.  A-m  f,  indeed,  so  igno- 
rmtt  of  the  feeihiffs  of  man?— of  the- character 
afrd  eoa[|OsiitoB  of  this  House?  No,  sir,  I  have 
sjMEeo  of  certain  projects^  and  thehr  projectors,  in 
latog«ag^  8«h  only,  as  I  tbink  they  deserve,  and 
im  whitHf  elaimng  the  same  liberty  w^ch  that 
gtuthSmu^  urges  and  exacfts,  I  wOt  ever  speak  of 
mek  abetfrd  and  fentastfcal  systems;  The  authors 
ate,  no  doubt,  interested  fn*  difi^rsiug  the  ridiculous 
btRdeu  of  their  disgt%ce  as^  widely  as  possible.  I 
cannot  blatae  them  ibr  it  Sfr,  it  is  natural  to 
wish  for  ^tnef  s  in  oor*  shame.  But  the  gireat 
lielifical  Bin  for  whiMi  I  bare  been*  denounced  by 
the  geoAemm  fVbm  Petinsyivania^  is,  the  opinion 
wlitch  I  have  ezj^ressed  of  a  certaib  book,  which 
ii^enaa  to  be  his  political  Bible.  And;  sir,  be  would 
liiiTe  ne  considered  asafl  inconsiderate  person, 
who  woald  not  scruple  to  call  Locke  a  dunce, 
ll«Wtoii  a  dHveller,  and  Fmnklin  a  journeyman 
flrtnler ;  and;  in  an-  oracular  saw,  he  has  pro- 
ikmueei  that  this  book  will  live  when  he,  and  I' 
ttio,  sir,  are  laid  ih  o«ir  graves.  But,  when  he  con* 
alders  hia  own  age,  and  the  fi^ilty  of  my  constY- 
tmioa,  he  will  confess  that  he  has  allowed  but  a 
short  span  for  the  existence  of  his  fiivorite  work. 
Bal  even  though  it  should  HreVhen  weare  wast- 
ing^  in  the  silent  tomb,  there  is  nothing  in  my  com- 
pdMtkm  that  aspires  to  being  considered  as  its 
tfmbor.  Who  is  the  atMhor?  Does  the  gentle^ 
Alan  know?  Mn>5t  we  have  semi-ofiScial  anthor- 
ily,  even  for  a  title-page  ?  Wo,  sir,  whatever  others 
may  think,  I  have  no  ambition  to  have  written 
Mitli  a  book  as  tins.  I  abjure  the  very  idea.  Un^ 
less  my  understanding  has  abandoned  me,  it  in^ 
iMityesan  abandonment  of  the  very  doctrine  for 
which  the  writer  contends.  Sir,  the  very  cursory 
▼4€FW  which  I  took  of  this  subject  yesterday,  will 
compel  me  into  some  repetitions,  but  I  must  beg 
tO' be  indol|^  in  aoyike  additional  remarks.  What 
it^bedoetrine? 

"In  times  of  peace  among  aH  nations,  their  commer- 
cM  intercourse  is  under  no  other  restrictions  than  what 
itay  be  imposed  by  their  respective  laws,  or  their  mn- 
tan^ciMpa^[k    No  oos  ermore  natfons 'can- justly 


control  the  commenie  betweeti  any  two  or  more  of  the 
others. 

**  When  war  happens  between  any  two  or  more  na- 
tions, a  question  arises,  in  what  respect  it  can  aflect 
the  commerce  of  nations  not  engaged  in  the  war  T 

'*  Between  the  nations  not  engaged  in  the  war,  it  ii 
evident  that  the  commerce  cannot  be  affected  at  aU  by" 
a  war  between  others. 

**  As  a  nation  not  engaged  in  the  war,  remains  in  ths; 
same  relations  of  amity  and  commercial  pursnits,  with' 
each  of  the^  belligerent  nations,  as  existed  prior  to  the 
war,  it  would  seem  that  the  war  could  not  affect,  die  in- 
terconrse  between  the  neotral  and  either  of  the  hMig^ 
eient  natieas ;  and  that  the  neutral  nation  might  treat 
and  tfade  with-  either,  or  both  the  helligetent  aatiinuv 
with  the  same  freedem  as  if  no  war  had  arisen  be^' 
twsoi  them.    This,  as  the  general^  vole,  isis^ciantiy. 


Here  is  a  faint  endedvor  to  eefaUish  the  pin^ 
oipletbat  free  ships  make  ftee  |foods.  But  the' 
writer,  as  if  despairing  of  his  ability  to'  efibct  j^ 
goe»  on  to  say  i 

**  But  inasmuch  as  the  trade  of  a  neutral  nation  widt 
a  belfigerent  nation,  might,  in  certain  special  cases,  a^' 
iM  the  safety  of  its  antagonist ;  nsage,  ftlanded  ok 
te  ptfnt^le  of  nccess^j  has  admitted  a  few  exeep-* 
tiafts  to  ^e  general  rule.^ 

"tJsege,**  founded  on  what?  Reason?  rigbt^ 
No.  sfr !  on  that  law  which  admits  nothing  to  coh-' 
trol  it :  "Necessity,"  that  cannot  sloop  to  argu*-' 
nient.  If  once  you  admit  that  necessity  ought; 
can,  or  does,  estanlish  exceptions  to  this  broad  rule^' 
do  you  not  admit  all  that  the  Bntisfa  doctrine  re^ 
quires?  But,  sir,  it  wili*  be  said  th^t  the  sole; 
legitimate  proof  of  this  necessity  is  ttsage;.  but' 
usage  must  have  had  a  beginning,  and  the  sitaaR' 
protection  which  this  argument  affords  is  thrown' 
away  by  the  subsequent  admission,  that  a  change* 
in  oircmnstances,  (^*in  the  course  of  commerce,'** 
for  itistunce,)  wiU  j^ti^y  &  departure  from  estab^ 
lished  maxims,  wfll  warrant  the  commencement- 
of  a  new  usage.  As  if  all  the  articles  contrabaml' 
of  war  Were  minutely  specified,  and,  by  a  change!' 
in  the  maxims  and  Implements  of  war,  new  and^ 
more  terrible  instruments  of  annoyance  should  be'^ 
fabricated,  would  they  not  fall  under  the  head  of^ 
contraband  ?  And  is  it  not-  demonstrable,  that  a 
direct  trade  to  FraUce,  in  gunpowder,  or  any  other 
article  contraband  of  war,  would  foe  less  beneficiiJ' 
td  her,  and  less  injurious  to  her  enemy,  than  the 
colonial  trade  now  in  dispute?  And  is  not,  ac- 
cording to  this  writer^  acknowledgment,  the  lesser ' 
pHnciMe  involved  in  the  greater?  Am  I,  there- 
fore, the  apologist  of  Enghind  ?  I  scorn  to  boa^' 
of  my  patriotism.  It  is  indigenous;  and  when  I' 
am  reduced  so  low  as  to  plead  to  the  charge  of- 
want  of  love  to  my  countiy,  of  natural  affi!ction 
to  my  birtfa^plaee.  my  pride  will  tell  me  to  bid 

r)u  farewellj  to  go  home  and  hide  my  shame.  Am' 
the  apologist  of  Britain  because  your  cause  has 
been  weakly  defended,  or  treacherously  betrayed  ?* 
No,  sir,  this  "  Exammer^  is  her  apologist !  I  hfave; 
not  minutely  dissected  the  work.  There  was  no^ 
occasion  for  it.  It  is  something  like  the  edifice 
we  inhabit.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  be  exam- 
ining friezes  and  ct>rmce8,  and^rehitnivea  attd*^ 
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•tuc<;o  work,  when  you  know  the  foondatton  to 
be  rottec — whilst  the  buildiog  is  turoblioff  about 
our  ears,  and  we  are  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in 
another.  It  is  not,  indeed,  sir,  worth  while  to  con- 
■uit  the  orders  of  architecture  in  a  miserable  card- 
houb'e  of  an  argument  which  the  first  puff  of  wind 
must  demolish. 

Sir,  the  admission  that  a  change  of  circum- 
•tances  will  justify  a  departure  from  the  estab- 
lished maxims  amongst  nations,  was  an  unneces- 
sary and  fatal  concession,  not  called  for  by  the 
nature  of  the  case.  What  is  the  "  course  of  com- 
merce" now  ?  Totally  changed  in  a  few  short 
Tears.  The  marine  ol  France,  Spain,  and  Hoi* 
Und,  whether  for  the  purposes  of  trade  or  war,  is 
ao  more.  They  have  no  longer  navifl^tion  or 
nayy.  Again,  amongst  a  load  of  quotations  from 
Grotiu8,and  Puffendorf,and  the  Lord  knows  who, 
we  are  told  it  is  the  duty  of  the  neutral  to  observe 
the  strictest  impartiality,  *^  to  behave  himself  alike 
to  both  the  belligerent  parties."  But,  is  it  to  be* 
have  alike  to  both  parties  to  carrv  for  him  who 
cannot  carry  for  himself,  to  throw  the  aegis  of  neu- 
trality over  a  commerce  which  he  can  no  longer 
protect ;  to  save  him  all  the  danger,  expense,  and 
risk  of  convoy  and  war  insurance  ?  This  is  a  hol- 
low, delphic  reciprocity;  reciprocity  to  the  ear, 
but  not  to  the  sense.  If  you  carry  contraband,  or 
attempt  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  you  are  liable 
to  capture.  Why?  Because  justified  by  neces- 
sity. As  to  the  motives  of  the  neutral  merchant, 
they  are  out  of  the  question.  His  object,  no  doubt, 
like  that  of  every  other  trader  under  the  sun,  is 

Sin.  Hevsir,  is  too  often  the  mere  ephemeron — 
e  butterfly  of  the  day — who  does  not  care  one 
farthing  whether  you  are  at  war  with  this  or  that 
nation,  with  England  or  with  France,  provided  he 
can  gel  good  returns.  His  business  is  to  post  his 
boolu  and  balance  the  leger;  and  whether  he 
deals  with  the  subjects  of  a  white  Emperor  or  a 
black  one — with  Bonaparte  or  Dessalines:— it  is  all 
one  to  him.  No  doubt,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
neutral  to  pursue,  and  he  will,  he  ought  to  pursue, 
his  own  interest.  But  it  is  the  right  of  a  bellig* 
erent,  (as  conceded  by  this  writer,)  to  inquire  how 
far  such  pursuit  comes  into  collision  with  his  in- 
terests and  his  safety.  The  motive  of  the  neu- 
tral may  not  be  hostility  to  either  party  engaged 
in  war,  but  his  own  benefit.  This,  however,  will 
not  influence  the  belligerent  nation,  who  takes  up 
the  question  solely  with  a  view  to  its  effect  on 
itself.  What  will  Great  Britain  say  1  That  the 
exigency  exists — that  it  has  occurred,  flagranU 
htUo^iXk^X  the  necessity  admits  of  no  delay ;  that 
you,  yourselves  have  abandoned  the  question  in 
dispute ;  and  even  if  you  have  not,  that  she  cannot 
■it  down  quietly  and  be  extirpated  from  tbe  face 
of  nations^  out  of  complaisance  to  Grotius,  or  By  n- 
kershoek,  or  in  deference  to  the  unknown  author 
of  this  pamphlet,  although  he  should  exceed  Ba- 
con in  ffeniusjor  Newton  in  intensity  of  thought ! 
I  must  defend  myself;  the  knife  is  at  my  throat; 
I  have  no  more  time  for  argument ;  but  if  you  in- 
sist upon  it,  I  will  fight  you  f  Sir,  I  have  tried,  but  I 
could  notget  through  this  work.  I  found  it  so  wire- 
drawn; the  thread  bO  fine,  that  I  could  neither  see 


or  feel  it;  such  a  tangled  cobweb  of  comndicUoiM, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  The  first  ihio^ 
that  struck  me  on  oi>eninff  it,  waS)  the  peoaliar 
infelicity  with  which  it  had  surrendered  the  mat* 
ter  in  dispute ;  and  if  this  appeared  at  once  to  mf 
unlearned  eyes,  do  gentlemen  suppose  it  will  not 
be  detected  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic^ 
that  it  will  receive  no  abler  examination  there, 
than  the  feeble  and  cursory  one  that  I  have  giren 
it  ?  And  after  all,  what  does  it  contain  ?  A  rem- 
edy for  the  evil?  No ;  a  formal  declaration  that 
we  are  diseased  I  Sir,  we  wanted  no  ghost  to  tell 
us  that.  It  needed  no  extraordinary  exertioa  of 
learning  or  genius  to  show  that  we  had,  indeed, 
delicate  subjects  of  difference  with  Great  Britain. 
The  question  is.  How  shall  they  be  adjusted  ?  We 
want  the  opinion  of  the  doctor  on  the  mode  of 
treatment,  and  don't  choose  to  be  referred  to  the 
apothecary  because  the  superior  does  not  choose 
to  risk  his  reputation  in  a  dubious  case. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  its 
tha^  Great  Britain  is  our  commercial  rival.     Bat 
does  not  the  gentbeman  know  that  the  very  term 
implies  a  correlative.    That  if  she  is  your  com- 
mercial rival,  you  are  her  commercial  rival  also. 
This  is  the  verv  view  that  I  have  been  endeavor- 
in^r  to  take  of  the  sut^eot,  to  impres?  on  the  Com- 
mittee ;  to  warn  the  nation  against  bein^  drawn 
into  a  war  of  commercial  rivalship.    Sir,  when 
men  fall  out  about  women  thev  are  notaptto  oall 
in  some  learned  doctor  to  decide  the  dispute;  they 
yidd  to  feeling  or  instinct ;  just  so  with  nations, 
commercial  nations  especially,  differing  on  iatec- 
est,  which  is  their  instinct.    And  would  gentle- 
men wish  to  excite  this  yoang  nation,  as  yet  in 
the  ffristle,  to  a  foreign  contest  with  Great  Britain, 
in  the  full  strength  of  manhood  ?    I  speak  of  (or- 
eiffn  war.    The  will  and  ability  to  defend  our- 
selves \s  one  things  to  act  three  thousand  miles  off 
another.    They  may  rely  as  much  as  they  please 
upon  the  French  Emperor's  making  a  sejMuate 
peace  with  the  Continent,  to  the  exclusion  of 
Great  Britain.    If  she  puts  out  her  stren^,  yea 
will  feel  it.    This  proposition  will  subject  her  to 
all  the  evils  of  an  American  war,  without  any  of 
the  concomitant  advanuges.    And  can  yon  ex- 
pect a  tame  acquiescence  on  her  part  ?    U  her 
Minister  be  not  a  bastardy  if  he  has  one  dro» 
of  the  blood  of  Chatham  in  his  veins,  he  will 
die  contending  for  the  liberties  of  his  country 
sooner  than    surrender  her   independence*    tie 
will  do  it.    No,  sir,  whatever  I  may  think  of  the 
vices  and  corruptions  of  the  Government  of  thai 
country,  I  must  applaud  her  intelligence  and 
spirit — must  admire  her   ability,    wisdom,  and 
strength. 

But  another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Smilie)  asks  if  it  is  not  astonishing  that  a 
man,  whom  he  allows  to  possess  common  sease, 
whom  he  represents  as  trembling  at  the  power  of 
Great  Bri  tarn,  should  be  making  calculations  of 
the  future  power  of  France,  instead  of  guarding 
against  the  immediate  danger  ?  Sir,  France  may 
become  a  naval  Power — Great  Britain  never  can 
be  a  military  one.  I  ask  any  practical  raao,  if  tbe 
day  can  ever  arrive  when  Great  Britain  will 
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be  able  to  threaten  tbe  <vNitiDeQt  of  Burope  or 
America,  or  dictate  to  either  of  them?  Is  it  my 
&aUthat  the  gentleman  cannot,  or  will  not  see 
this,  because  (as  he  tells  you)  fools  and  madmen 
can  nerer  be  brought  to  believe  that  the  spirit  of 
God  hath  passed  them  by,  and  enlightened  the 
undeistandings  of  other  men  %  But,  to  show  that 
this  is  not  just  cause  of  war,  we  are  referred  to  the 
time  of  the  stamp  act  and  the  non-importation 
agreement  of  1774,  which  did  not  (it  seems)  pro- 
duce immediate  war.  Is  there  any  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases  ?  We  then  formed  one  na- 
tioii.  A  man  may  make  a  great  sacrifice  to  pre- 
serve his  friend,  but  when  he  has  lost  him,  he  will 
(as  has  been  seen  to-day)  be  denounced  as  the 
bitterest  enemy.  The  other  instances  are  equally 
defective  and  inapplicable.  You  may  as  weU  go 
back  to  the  flood.  The  same  gentleman  inquires, 
are  you,  indeed,  so  peaceable  toward  England, 
irho  has  trampled  upon  you,  and  hostile  to  France 
who  has  offered  you  no  injury  1  Wherefore?  Oil 
this  occasion,  I  must  repeat  the  old  proverb, "  it  is 
the  still  hog  that  drinks  the  swill."  She  finds  it 
convenient  to  make  a  miserable  stalking-horse,  a 
scarecrow  of  Spain.  The  gentleman  inquires,  how 
long  Great  Britain  has  acted  upon  ihese  philan- 
tiuropie  principles ;  this  generous,  benevolent  pol- 
icy ascribed  to  her  ?  But.  is  aay  man  so  weak,  or 
so  wicked,  as  to  pretend  that  there  is  any  principle 
.of  aotioo  between  nations  except  interest  ?  Give 
Great  Britain  the  power,  and  she  will  to-morrow 
pky  the  same  part.  Sir,  we  are  not  theopbilan- 
ihxopists,  but  politicians  \  not  dreamers  and  sooth- 
aaversu  but  men  of  flesh  and  blood.  It  is  idle  to 
talk  of  a  sense  of  iustice  in  anjr  nation.  Each 
punues  its  sense  of  interest,  and  if  you  calculate- 
oo  their  acting  upon  apy  other  principle,  you  may 
bq  very  amiaue,  but  you  will  prove  a  cully.  We 
ace  asked,  what  Great  Britain  can  do  to  annoy  us  1 
We  answer,  at  this  moment,  more  than  any  other 
saiioa  of  the  world,  because  she  commands  the 
oeesDy  the  sole  medium  of  communication  be- 
tweeo  us.  But  draw  her  off*  from  that  element, 
and  France  is  not  less  omnipotent  upon  it.  Sh^ 
is  a  great  military  Power,  and  it  is  because  Great 
Britain  is  not,  cannot  be  such  a  Power,  that  it  is 
impolitie  to  break  her  down.  Go  to  war  when 
yoa  will,  yon  must  become  the  ally  of  France ; 
you  will  only  put  ofi^  by  enhancing  it,  the  danger 
yoo  would  guard  against  You  will  but  clap  a 
tortoiae. under  your  elephant. 

The  same  gentleman  tells  you  that  the  gijEan- 
tie  power  of  France  hai^  on  the  brittle  lite  of 
am  individual.  But,  do  you  believe  it  ?  Are  you 
such  drivellers  in  polities  as  to  believe  that  the 
fau  of  such  a  military  despotism  hangs  on  ths 
life  of  one  man?  If  Mahomet  II.  had  been  killed 
under  the  walk  of  Constantinople,  would  the  des- 
tiny of  the  Greek  Empire  have  been  changed  ? 
WooU  not  the  power  have  passed  into  the  hands 
of  aome  Solyman  or  Selim,  the  terror  of  the  eiv- 
Uized  world  ?  Shall  we  abandon  practice  for  the- 
ory? 

In  some  respects  we  are  situated  as  the  success* 
ore  of  Alexander  were  placed  in  relation  to  Rome 
and  Carthage.    Here  ia  an  iioa  9epubliC|  oc  call 


it  what  you  wilt,  that  threatens  the  liberties  ^ 
mankind — the  Government,  above  all  others,  in 
Europe,  to  which  our  own  is  most  hateful  and  ob- 
noxious. This  is  beyond  dispute.  Does  it  become 
us  to  ikcilitate  its  designs  ?  I  do  not  inquire  as 
to  motives,  nor  will  that  Government  care  about 
them.  If  you  give  it  facilities  to  effect  its  pur- 
poses, those  purposes  are  obtained  so  £ar  as  de- 
pends on  you.  is  this  wise,  is  it  proper,  is  it  right  ? 
Am  I  asked  for  my  plan  ?  If  I  meant  to  act  effi- 
ciently, I  would  have  begun  with  an  embargo;  I 
would  now  do  what  was  done  before ;  I  would 
treat  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  very  reason 
that  I  would  not  have  treated  with  her  in  the  year 
1794;— for  the  same  reason  that  the  gen  tlemaUi 
whofe  resolution  is  now  under  discussion,  then 
treated  with  her,  I  would  not.  Now.  he  is  for 
war,  I  am  for  negotiation  and  peace.  And  why  1 
Because  the  state  of  nations  has  undergone  a  mo- 
mentous change ;  disastrous  changes,  indeed,  have 
been  effected  in  the  face  of  things.  We  often  heat 
of  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, while  the  Continental  despotisms  pass 
unnoticed  and  unregarded.  Let  us  beware  oi  in- 
troducing such  abuses  into  our  own.  We  have 
no  further  concern  with  them.  Do  gentlemen 
think  worse  of  the  character  and  motives  of  Wil- 
liam Pitt  than  of  Robespierre  ?  And  yet,  mon- 
ster as  he  was,  Robespierre,  that  cannibal  of  his 
own  countrymen,  was,  in  his  day,  the  sole  bul- 
wark of  the  human  race^  Ajid,  whatever  be  her 
motives  or  professions,  Great  Britain  stands  ex- 
actly in  the  place  of  France  twelve  years  ago. 
Take  her  navy  out  of  the  way  to*morrow,  and 
where  are  you  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
indeed  reported  that  the  Chesapeake  is  fit  ior  ser- 
vice^ and  that  the  Constitution  \s  in  a  state  of 
thorough  repair.  But,  would  the  real  Chesa- 
peake, the  bay,  be  fit  for  use  in  that  case,  and  what 
would  be  the  operation  on  the  actual  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ?  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  a 
French  war  as  well  as  to  a  war  with  England.  I 
would  treat  with  England  for  another  reason.  I 
wish  we  had  not  a  Commercial  Treaty  with  any 
nation  whatever.  I  am  opposed  to  them  on  prin- 
ciple ;  but  the  principle  is  already  settled.  Wo 
have  them.  By  our  treaties  with  her  enemiea, 
your  hands  are  tied  up  from  taking  against  them 
any  such  measure,  as  the  one  proposed ;  they  are 
to  be  admitted  on  the  terms  m  toe  most  favored 
nation.  This  is  probably  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  disgu^  to  England.  Again  :  She  made 
a9  offer  to  repeal  her  discriminating  duties,  if 
you  would  do  so  too;  to  trade  with  us  upon 
even  terms.  By  mercantile  clamor  you  were  de- 
terred from  meeting  her  half-way.  Moreover, 
you  have  refused  to  ratify  treaties  with  her,  after 
they  had  been  signed  by  your  own  Minister.  No 
doubt  you  had  the  right  to  do  so.  But  can  yoa 
be  surprised,  under  such  circumstances,  that  a 
haughty  commercial  rival  has  been  irritated  ?  A^ 
ter  your  oblations  to  France,  who  cannot  receive 
a  single  pound  of  sogar  or  coffee  but  juoder  cover 
of  your  nag,  who  is  dependent  upon  you  fur  set- 
vices  which  she  cannot  render  herself,  who  is  not 
your  rival  in  conuaercei  what  can  yon  expeal 
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£rom  a  j«aIou8  conpeiitor  ii  trade  wbo  atands-not 
in  need  of  )roar  navigation — whose  every  adranee 
toward  a  good  understanding  has  received  a  mor- 
Uiyiof  repulse?  Sir,  yon  (mve  at  this  moment  a 
negotiation  pending  with  Great  Britain.  Yon 
have  no  cause  to  despair  of  its  success ;  far  other- 
wise. The  plain  qoestioo  is,  will  you  await  its 
issue,  or  will  you,  pendenie  /vto,  precipitate  yom- 
self  into  a  measure  which  must  put  all  neffOtia- 
tion  aflide,  which  mast  eventuate  In  war  1  U  you 
%ant  war,  there  is  no  doubt  that  you  may  have 
it.  Great  Britain  will  not  submit  to  all  theluird- 
«iiips  apd  mischieis  of  war,  because  you  choose  to 
oair  it  peace.  She  will  prefer  open  war  Co  war 
in  diisgntse ;  and  I,  sir,  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing t£it  I  am  for  no  hatf-measures.  Begin  that 
system  whea  you  will,  war,  or  diserace,  mtist 
jgrdw  out  of  it  I  am  for  neither.  The  gentle- 
man, indeed,  says,  that  this^  which  has  bc«n  de- 
Boi^ced  as  a  war  measure,  is  a  measure  of  peace. 
Let  us  have  no  more  qwx$i  wars,  I  beseecn  you, 
flir;  no  hal A  measures,  no  intermediate  stage,  boi 
«pen  war,  or  peace.  I  abhor  this  poliiioal  quack- 
ery. Give  US  war,  or  negotiation;  if  you  rcRort 
to  the  one,  let  us  abandon  the  other.  But  we  are 
asked  if  American  virtue  will  so  far  degrade  and 
debase  itself  as  to  treat  with  the  old  and  corrupt 
€k>vem4|ient  oi'  fiagland?  There  is  a  plain  an- 
•wer  to  this.  You  have  a  treaty  withker  now, 
with  every  Government,  I  believe,  that  would 
make  one  with  you.  But,  while  we  boast  of  oar 
▼irtue,  let  us  beware  that  our  own  sins  are  not 
ca^t  into  our  teeth.  Let  us  see  how  far  these 
puuQtilios  are  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  our 
•wn  agents.  Look  to  the  nlianagement  of  the 
coBvehtionof  Pads,  of  the  30th  April,  1803.  You 
have  all  seen  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey,  Nicklin 
and  Griffith's  ship.  It  has  created  a  general  sen- 
aatioa«  And  vet,  what  is  the  Aetl  Compared 
with  others,  they  have  almost  nothing  to  com- 
pbia  of.  Bftd  as  that  case  is,  it  is  among  the  least 
«x|b«ptionable  instances  of  misconduct  in  your 
Ministry  at  Paris.  It  is  true,  Nicklin  d&  Griffith's 
^laim  was  cut  down.  I  believe,  one-half,  because 
the  sum  appropriate  would  not  otherwiite  (it  was 
feared)  be  suflEwient  to  answer  all  the  draughts  of 
chioaiiery  upon  it.  These  men  were,  thercibre, 
mulcted  fifty  per  cent.  They  are  rich  merchants, 
aUe  to  make  their  case  known.  It  has  been  heard, 
and  has  rung  throi^h  the  Continent.  There  are 
hundreds  of  cases  even  worse  thau  this.  The 
daims  iatended  to  be  provided  for  are  set  aside. 
Wh V  9  Because  Cbvemment  has  been  rep^reseat- 
«d  abroad  by  unfkithful,  dishonest  ag^ts*  Havie 
they  been  called  to  account  for  their  conduct  ? 
Three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand 
dollars,  stipulated  to  lie  paid,  to  hona^^  Ameri- 
oto  citizene—where  have  they  gone?  Into  the 
pockets  of  renegadoes,  and  the  ^reaux  of  Paris. 
Y<9s,  the  traders  in  neutral  character  have  divided 
the  spoil  with  the  hiarpies  of  the  French  bureaux. 
These  are  they  in  whose  favor  the  bills  have 
been  drawn  on  the  Trea&urv  of  the  United  States 
by  their  own  Minister.  Take  the  case  of  the 
Pifffou.  There  was  no  question,  indeed,  as  to  her 
Wog  Amtiieao  property^bM  she  Was  captured 


JIagranU  M2o— ( whett  we  w«re  taking  the  Insor- 
gente  and  Berceau) — ske  Was,  therefore,  ^oed 
prize,  and  was  condemned  accordingly.  Yet  the 
decision  of  the  inferior  court  was  reversed  hf  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  and  this  case  brought  witbta 
the  convention,  to  the  exclusion,  no  doi^  of  bona 
fide  claims,  lor  neutmt  American  property,  eap- 
tured  and  condemned,  and  fbr  whrch  tnecoown- 
tion  was  intended  to  provide.  This  is  a  specimen 
of  the  mode  of  doing  business  at  Paris,  if  mb- 
tinmen  doubt  upon  the  subject,  let  th^m  eatl  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  ibr  tne  correspondence  of 
the  Commissioners.  Let  them  call  for  John  Mer- 
cer, one  of  those  Commissioners,  a  man  laferioc 
to  ifew  in  point  of  talents ;  in  point  of  chmrao- 
t6r,  to  none.  Put  him  to  the  bar  and  examine 
him. 
Puinftilas  it  Is  to  me,  I  must  defend  my  prittca- 

Sles  and  those  of  my  fHenis.  Open  your  statoie 
ook— -what  does  it  say  1  That  the  shtyresi'  and 
waters  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile  shall  form  a 
district  I  brought  in  the  bill  myself.  The  fix- 
ecutive  had  informed  us  that  we  bad  purchased 
from  France  as  far  as  the  Perdido  to  the  aaac. 
We  legislated  upon  it.  Whence  have  ameft 
your  disputes  with  Spain  ?  From  Pensacola  or 
St.  Auffustine?  No;  from  the  very  cooivtry 
which  the  statnte  book  says  is  yours;  in  yoor  ofva 
collection  district  are  Spanish  duties  exacted  a»4 
paid ;  ^om  this  very  quarter  incursions  tove  beea 
made  into  the  old  United  States.  Dojendemeii 
believe  that  this  Ikct  witt  be  lost  on  Gfreat  Brit- 
ain ?  But  we  are  asked  (by  Mr.  Shi  lis)  what 
has  she  to  do  with  diflferences  between  as  and 
Spain  7    What  right  has  she  to  inrerfere,  to  ts- 

2uire,  or  even  to  kiM^Wj  to  seem  coaseioas,  ofwhat 
as  passed  in  that  quarter  t    Is  this  intended  as  a 
serious  question  ?    Because  vou  have  elapped  a 
padlock  upon  your  own  mo<Khs,abdwilftinyahut 
your  eyes,  do  you  expect  to  hoodwink  an  eagle- 
eyed  adversary?    It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  ibv 
nation,  in  her  intercourse  with  yoa,  will  be  MiM 
to  your  conduct  towards  others.    Qreat  Bntiia 
must  shnt  her  eyesj  and  ears,  too,  not  to  ander- 
stand  the  state  of'^ things  here,  at  least  negativehr 
speaking.    She  must  itnow  that  you  have  takei 
no  ittiposiog attitude towardsJBpain;  donenoihii^ 
to  strengthen  the  Southern  frontiers ;  made  bo  act 
dition  to  your  naval  or  military  force)  lefl  even 
the  milici4  in  sUOu  quo  ante.    Mcause  the  dboih 
have  been  shut,  can  (People  be  brought  to  belffevfc 
that  we  have  raised  armies  and  eqiupb^  fleea  in 
conclave  ?    I  never  heard,  sir,  but  oc  one  inay 
incog.,  and  that  was  levied  by  the  Ikcetious  lir. 
Bayes  for  the  service  of  the  stage,  not  of  the  SlkM^ 
aba  from  some  dramatic  specimens  whiieh  I  hive 
latetv  seen,  I  should  not  be  surprised  io  hear  of  a 
similar  project  being  started  on  this  floor.    Cheat 
Britain  Will  see,  then,  what  has  not  been  foar 
proceeding  towards  Spain.    She  will  say,  shall  I 
sufer  myself  to  be  brow-beaten  by  a  nation  cki^ 
oring  for  the  right  of  highwav^,  that  has  not  spitit 
enough  to  defend  her  own  domicil  ?    If  A  acts 
like  a  poltroon  towards  B,  who  has  committed  a 
gross  outrage  upon  him,  and  shall  have  a  subie* 
quant  oontoorersy  with  G, jshali  ha  pretend  li 
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bully  him,  aod  expect  C  act  io  oMl  tq  mind  his 
cowardly  behaviour  with  B,  and  treat  bim  ac- 
coordiogly  ?  One  foreign  nation  will  be  influenced, 
will  be  ^verned  in  herconcerjis  with  you  by  your 
coDcessions  to  another;  and  it  is  the  idle9t  thing 
in  the  world  to  expect  that  your  treatment  by  one 
Gorernment  will  uot  have  an  ejSect  pa  the  de* 
portment  of  others  towards  you. 

One  word  more,  sir^  before  I  copdude.  Gen- 
tlemen miscalculate  if  they  suppose  that  niiere 
authoriiy  (much  less  at  second  hand)  will  do  for 
OS.  They  must  show  us  something  better  before 
We  awallow  their  resolution.  It  is  an  infirmity, 
six,  of  my  nature  that  t  cannot  yield  to  the  im- 
posing sound  of  gr^  nitmes ;  th^y  never  did  and 
they  i^ver  shall  put  me  to  silence,  or  drive  me  from 
my  purpose.  I  am  apprized  of  the  secret  denuncia- 
tioDs  which  are  on  foot, and  I  despise  them.  They 
shall  never  affect  m^e.  I  came  into  public  life 
with  these  principles,  and  I  will  leave  it  with 
them,  leave  it  wben  I  may. 

Th#  Conxmiuee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

FainAY,  March  7. 

Mr.  CaowviM8BiEi^D  moved  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
a£u;tores  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  eighteenth  and  seven ty-seveatn  section  of 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  09  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  so  far  as  to  remove  the  disft- 
biUties  and  restrictions  at  present  imposed  on 
▼essAls  arriTine  at  several  poru  of  entry  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Gape  of  Gopd  Hope,  and 
from  places  beyond  the  same. 

This  resolution,  after  a  modffioati^  suggested 
Of  Mr.  Daka,  maUng  it  more  ccuoprehensive, 
w«s  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATIONS  FBOM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Tbe  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  WhoTe  on  the  state  of  the  Union*-Mr* 
QmEQQ^B  resolutioa  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  StOAjf. — I  ao  not  rise  to  deny,  but  to  acr 
knowledge  mvself  one  of  those  horn-book  poli- 
ticians, alluded  to  by  a  gentlemaix  from  Virgmia, 
aod  to  assure  this  Committee  ttiat  I  do  aot  envy  j 
or  begrudee  that  member  eitbet  his  superior  ^e-' 
ajas,  talents,  or  learning ;  and  further,  to  ask  on ' 
behalf  of  myself  and  others  of  this  class,  the 
favor  of  being jpermitted  to  deliver  our  sentiments 

00  this,  and  other  imnortant  subjects,  in  such  lan- 
guage as  we  are  capable  of^  untu  bur  constituents 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  electing  other  mem- ; 
be|«,  of  superior  learning  and  talents,  and  farther 
a^tranced  in  political  knowledge.    This  is  a  favor 

1  ho{>e  will  not  be  denied,  otherwise  a  great  num- 
bec  of  American  citizens,  the  remainder  of  this 
and  the  ensuing  session,  must  go  unrepresented. 

In  answer  to  tbe  assertion  tnatbur  late  conduct  \ 
respecting  Spain  was  such  as  we  dare  not  mention; 
that  we  dare  not  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecv ; 
that  we  are  ashamed  to  let  the  nation  know  tne 
secret — permit  me  to  assure  that  gentleman,  and 
this  Committee,  that  I  feel  neither  shame,  nor 
€|»mpiui€ii9a  of  be^f  t»  for  tbe  part  that  I  act^d  in 


that  business,  not  doubting  that,  when  the  injunc- 
tion is  taken  off,  and  the  public  acquainted  with 
the  whole  transaction,  the  real  friends  o(  the  peace 
and  interest  of  the  United  States  will  fully  ap* 

Erove  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  (with  whom  I 
ad  the  pleasure  to  act,)  and  which,  were  I,  by 
$ide-g)ances  and  insinuations,  to  endeavor  to  im- 
press the  public  mind  with  a  belief  that  a  majority 
of  their  Representatives  had  acted  in  a  manner 
they  were  ashamed  of,  1  conceive  my  constituents 
would  thenceforth  consider  me  unworthy  of  their 
confidence,  and  consequently,  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor. 

We  are  told  thst  we  have  no  Cabinet.  Is  it 
necessarv?  is  it  recognised  by  the  Constitution? 
iVol  The  President's  powers  are  defined^  and 
have,  for  five  years,  been  fulfilled  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people. 

I  have  heard  of  British  Cabinets,  British  Min- 
isters, and  British  Privy  Councils.  Of  their  con- 
duct I  formed  a  very  bad  opinion,  before  the  mem- 
ber alluded  to  was  put  of  his  nurse's  arms,  and 
have  seen  no  cause  to  change  xhat  opinion.  It  is 
therefore  pleasing  to  me  to  hear  that  we  have  1^0 
such  institution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  however  great  my  mtitude  to 
tbe  member  for  bis  paternal  care  over  the  children 
in  politics  on  this  floor,  which  roused  him  £rom 
his  sick  bed  to  give  his  superior  opinion  upon  this 
subject  before  our  weak  and  feeble  minds  had  been 
misled  by  Tom.  Dick,  and  Harry,  or  some  other 
arrogant  chap  tnat  might  have  some  knowledge 
of  steering  a  ship  at  sea,  but  totally  ignorant  19 
naviffatingourvessdpf  State — Isay,  notwithstand- 
ing 1  gave  all  the  attention  in  taj  power  to  bis 
eloquent  speech  of  two  hours  and  forty-eight  mlji- 
utes,  there  were  divers  parts  whicb  my  weak  braiu 
could  not  compreheird,  and  which  I  beg  leave  tp 
lay  before  this  Committei^  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving further  information. 

1. 1  cannot  comprehend  how  o\ir  demanding  th^ 
release  of  our  impressed  seamen,  and  restitution 
for  unjust  captures  of  our  vessels,  can  be  con- 
strued as  throwing  our  weight  io  the  scale  of 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  supporllpg  a  set  of  men 
who  do  not  support  the  public  weal  ^f  the  Vnited 
States. 

^,  Nor  can  I  possibly  discover  that  Great  Brit; 
ain  stands  precisely  in  the  same  situation  that  rel- 
publican  France  aid  in  '93.  For  information  on 
this  subject^  let  me  ask,  was  it  not  Qritish  gold 
and  British  intrigue  ttiat  then  formed  the  coalition 
against  republican  France?  And  is  it  not  the 
same  that  has  formed  the  present  coalition  against 
monarchical  France?  Have  the  armies  01  Frailce* 
in  either  case,  advanced  beyond  their  own  terri- 
tory, previous  to  the  raising  and  advancing;  towards 
them  of  powerful  armies  A>r  the  express  purpose  of 
subjugatmg  them,  and  dividing  their  property 
among  the  coalesced  Powers?  If  the  accounts 
received  are  true,  thev  have  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  Britain  is  now  the  only 
barrier  against  tyranny,  and  her  navy  our  only 
security  5  that  the  battle  off  Trafalgar  prevented 
the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  frort  faying  -  " 
seaport  towns  uiider  contribution,  ai^d  that 
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British  navy  alone  stands  between  us  and  ibeir 
tyranny.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  a  British  subject  was 
admitted  on  this  floor,  to  advocate  his  Sovereign's 
cause,  I  should,  from  him,  have  expected  such 
language;  but  to  hear  it  from  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, nas  astonished  me  more  than  anything  I 
ever  neard  within  these  walls.  I  may  add,  that  I 
believe  even  a  British  subject,  of  common  sense 
•nd  prudence,  would  not  have  committed  his 
character  by  asserting  that  the  combined  fleets  of 
Holland^  France,  and  Spain,  were  so  reduced  that 
ten  British  ships  (1  expect  of  the  line,  was  meant) 
would  be  glad  to  meet  their  whole  force. 

Neither  can  I  comprehend  that  language  that 
in  one  breath  asserts  that  Spain  has  grossly  insult- 
ed us  on  our  own  territory  ;  that  we  pocket  those 
insults  because  they  are  a  favored  nation  ;  and  in 
the  next  breath  asserts  that  she  is  no  nation^  but 
those  aggressions  are  the  acts  of  France. 

I  here  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  some  remarks 
on  observations  made  on  this  floor,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  mislead  and  alarm  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  France  and  Spain.  We  have 
been  told  that  Spain  has  insulted  us  on  our  own 
territory.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia whether  he  has  not  declared  that  we  do  not 
possess  a  foot  of  ground  beyond  the  Iberville?  If 
so,  let  the  world  judge  of  the  consistency  of  his 
remarks.  I  ask  if  Spain  has  not  ordered  her 
cruisers  to  respect  our  vessels,  and  whether  France 
is  not  on  a  friendly  footing  with  us?  Shall,  then, 
the  public  mind  be  deceived  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  have  not  acted  towards  those  nations 
with  spirit?  For  what?  Because  our  bounda- 
ries with  Spain  are  not  defined.  I  trust  in  Qod 
we  shall  never  go  to  war  for  that  I  repeat  it,  our 
affairs  are  in  a  train  of  amicable  settlement,  and 
I  trust  they  will  be  soon  settled. 

It  is  asserted  that  France  would  be  as  ty- 
Tannical  on  the  ocean  as  England,  had  she  the 
same  power ;  that  is  a  point  that  I  have  neither 
foreknowledge  or  sagacity  enough  to  determine, 
nor  do  1  consider  such  assertions  either  necessary 
or  proper  on  the  present  occasion.  The  degraded 
pomt  of  view  in  which  Spain  has  been  repre- 
sented, the  tyrannical  disposition  of  France,  and 
Britain  represented  as  the  only  barrier  asainst  her 
tyranny,  the  forlorn  hope  of  European  liberty,  I 
have  heard  with  sorrow,  believing  such  language 
highly  improper  to  be  used  in  a  fegislative  capa- 
city by  any  representative  of  a  free  people,  whose 
interest  it  is  to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with 
all  nations  of  the  earth. 

I  shall  onl^  trouble  the  Committee  with  one 
more  observation  upon  the  learned  and  eloquent 
speech  first  mentioned,  in  which  I  think  it  was 
alleged  that  parchment  was  the  only  remedy  ap- 
pliea  to  aggressions  on  our  territory,  for  which  a 
member  from  New  Jersey  might  receive  a  vege- 
table specific.  If  I  am  the  member  alluded  to, 
permit  me  to  reply,  that  if  by  dealing  in  parch- 
ment we  can  continue  to  purchase  as  good  bar- 
gains as  Louisiana,  and  thereby  preserve  peace,  I 
hope  the  United  States  will  always  prefer  deal- 
ing in  that  commodity  rather  than  to  imbrue  their 
MAdft  in  human  blood.    Respecting  regetable 


specifics,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  if  that  member 
lires  to  my  age,  needing  no  more  specific  medi- 
cine, either  vegetable  or  mineral,  he  may  consider 
it  a  great  blessing;  but  which  I  think  rery  im- 
probable. 

Mr.  Chairman,  believing  it  to  be  my  duty  to  da- 
liver  my  sentiments  in  as  few  words  as  possiblCi 
that  other  members  standinfi^  on  an  equal  floor 
may  hare  an  opportunity  to  deliver  theirs.  I  shall 
hasten  to  a  conclusion,  at  the  same  time  not  doubt- 
ing that,  if  I  was  disposed  so  to  do.  I  could  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Committee  as  Idngj  and  lo  as 
little  purpose,  as  any  other  member  within  tbese 
walb. 

1  could,  under  the  pretext  of  explaining,  keep 
the  floor  two  hours  and  nine  minutes,  if  the  Chair- 
man did  not  order  me  down,  which  I  hope  he  will 
if  ever  I  attempt  it. ' 

In  explaining,  I  oould  declare  that  I  did  not 
mean  to  stigmatize  a  respectable  class  of  citizens 
with  dishonesty,  or  any  other  reproachful  epithet, 
and  immediately  compare  them  to  butterflies  of 
the  day,  and  to  slippery  eds,  who  will  get  round 
and  evade  any  r^uiatioos  or  restrictions  that  can 
be  made,  whose  interest  is  their  guide,  regardless 
of  the  peace  and  interest  of  the  nation  in  which 
they  reside. 

I  could  declare  that  I  had  not  insulfed  the  Hoase, 
but  aimed  at  certain  political  characters,  and  in 
the  next  breath  charge  a  majority  of  the  same 
House  with  having  hoodwinked  its  members,  but 
unable  to  do  so  with  foreign  nations.  I  again 
could  charge  them  with  bulljring  England  and 
truckling  to  France,  and  exclaim  m  an  imperions 
tone,  this  you  have  done,  and  you  know  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  go  on  still  further,  and 
assert  that  the  little,  trifling  arguments  of  mr  op- 
plonents  ought  to  bear  no  weight,  because  desti- 
tute o(  reason ;  that  instinct,  the  guide  ai  the 
brute  creation,  was  superior  to  such  reason ;  yet 
declare  that  I  meant  no  insult  to'  their  onde^ 
standing. 

I  could  then,  in  the  prophetic  line,  inform  the 
Committee  that  if  they  ofiended  the  British  Min- 
ister he  would  immediately  put  forth  his  strengcl^ 
and  make  the  United  States  feel  it ;  and  that  al- 
though France  at  present  appears  ft  iendly;  she  it 
like  tne  still  hog  drinking  swill^  meditating  fu- 
ture evil,  and  will  eventually  (if  in  her  power) 
treat  us  worse  than  England. 

I  could  in  a  few  words  remove  thh  mighty 
bugbear  that  the  friends  of  the  resolution  iave 
made  so  much  ado  about — I  mean  the  impie&a- 
ment  of  three  thousand  of  our  seamen--by  in- 
forming the  Committee  that  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  Britain  time  immemorial;  that  it  hasbeoi 
found  indispensablv  necessary,  to  enable  them  to 
roan  their  fleets;  that  is  to  say,  without  these  dia- 
bolical means,  which  none  but  infernal  fiends  in 
human  shape'  could  ever  use,  they  could  not  so 
effectually  have  carried  fire  and  sword,  devasta- 
tion and  plunder,  to  every  habitable  part  of  the 
globe,  and  thereby  so  greatly  increasea  the  quan- 
tum of  human  misery,  and  the  cries  of  the  widow* 
and  fatheriess. 

I  could  alto,  if  my  contcieiica  would  permit 
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after  ventiDg  my  hatred  in  the  most  bitter  invec- 
tives  against  the  French  Emperor  that  my  genius 
could  mvent,  charging  Congress  with  truckHng 
to  him,  and  bestowing  on  the  Gk>vernment  of 
Enffjand  the  highest  applause  for  their  opposition 
to  French  tyranny— repeatedly  deny  being  the 
mpolo^st  of  Britain.  But  a  subsequent  question 
arises,  would  the  members  of  this  Committee  sub- 
scribe to  the  truth  of  such  declarations  ? 

But,  Mr.  Chainnan,  I  will  detain  the  Commit- 
tee DO  longer  with  telling  them  what  might  be 
done,  but  earnestly  call  their  attention  to  what  has 
been  done — to  what  has  been  said  on  this  floor. 
We  have  been  told  that  France  cannot  get  a  pound 
of  coffee  or  sugar  from  her  own  islands,  except 
through  the  medium  of  American  vessels,  and  that 
we  hare  a  treaty  that  obliges  us  to  treat  them  as 
one  of  the  most  favored  nations.  This  raises  the 
curtain,  and  gives  a  full  and  complete  view  of  the 
whole  scene ;  this  exolains,  in  the  most  clear  and 
explicit  manner,  the  elaborate  speech  of  two  hours 
and  forty-eight  minutes,  and  the  explanation  of 
two  hoort  and  nine  minutes.  A  horn-book  poli- 
tician may  by  this  clearly  discover  the  intention 
of  the  member  from  Virginia;  and  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry,  if  they  have  only  learned  the  three 
first  letters  of  the  alphabet,  may  understand  his 
meaning,  and  why  he  would  prefer  an  embargo 
to  even  a  partial  non-importation  of  British  man* 
ufactures.  It  b  possitde  that  Qeorefe  the  Third, 
that  zealous  defender  of  the  most  holy  faith,  by 
whose  most  gracious  orders  the  North  American 
colonies  were  declared  out  of  his  protection:  and 
afterwardsbis  paternal  care  was  further  manifested 
in  burning  their  towns,  murdering  their  citizens, 
and  causing  their  prisoners  to  perish  with  famine 
and  pestilence  in  noisome  dungeons  and  filthy 
prison-ships — I  say  it  is  possible,  as  the  precious 
life  of  this  great  benefactor  of  mankind  is  yet  pre- 
swed,  and,  we  are  told  on  this  floor,  remains  ani- 
mated with  the  same  benevolent  spirit,  fighting 
the  battles  of  liberty  against  Gallic  tyranny,  if  he 
should  fail  by  land,  his  pious  zeal  may  induce  him 
once  more  to  resort  to  his  forlorn  hope,  as  he  did 
in  the  late  war  with  republican  France ;  declare 
all  her  ports  and  her  alDes  in  a  state  of  blockade; 
cover  tne  ocean  with  his  fleets,  in  order  to  effect 
by  a  famine  what  he  is  unable  to  do  by  force  of 
artas.  In  that  case,  an  embargo  on  American  ves- 
sels would  facilitate  his  purpose.  But  here  let  me 
ask  this  Committee,  Can  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  countenance  such  a  procedure?  I  hope 
act. 

Before  I  sit  down,  let  me  ask  the  members  of 


this  Oonunittee,  (especially  vou  in  whose  ears  the 
'  bretnren  in  arms — of  your 


oVl 


eziHic^r  groans  of  your 

belovef ^How-citizens^yet  vibrates ;  slain  by  the 
mtirdenHis  hands  of  the  mercenaries  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  more  barbarously  deprived  of  life  by  fam- 
ine or  pestilence,)  Can  you,  while  that  same  mon- 
arch reigns,  and  who.  instead  of  diminishing,  has 
added  to  the  long  and  black  catalogue  of  crimes 
set  forth  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  induced  you  to  risk  your  lives  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  tyranny ;  can  you  with  complacency, 
Of  uj  desree  of  approbation,  ait  and  hetr  that 
9th  Com. —M 


Government  who  continues  her  tyranny  and  in- 
justice to  these  United  States — witness  the  capture 
of  our  vessels  and  impressment  of  our  seamen^- 
held  up  by  a  member  on  this  floor,  as  the  only  bar- 
rier we  have  against  the  tyranny  of  that  nation 
who  in  our  struggle  assisted  us  with  vessels  of  war, 
arms,  ammunition,  men,  and  money ;  whose  sol- 
diers fought  by  your  side,  and  bled  to  support  Amer- 
ican liberty  and  independence,  and  wnose  Gk>v- 
emment  continues  friendly  towards  us  ?  I  hope 
not ;  I  believe  you  cannot ;  your  hearts  must  turn 
indignant  from  such  language.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  free  to  deehure,  that,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  have  heard  nothing 
that  has  so  hurt  my  feelings.  I  have  borne  them 
in  silence.  I  am  nappy  in  obtaining  a  few  mo- 
ments in  my  plain  unlearned  way  to  express  them, 
that  this  Committee  and  all  the  United  States  may 
know  that  I  retain  the  same  abhorrence  against 
British  tyranny  that  I  did  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  also  the  same  love  for  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FiHDLEY  said  he  had  been  long  in  the  habit 
of  observing^  that,  when  a  subject  was  discussed 
which  occasioned  numerous  arguments,  the  ques- 
tion was  often  lost  sight  of.  In  the  heat  of  debate, 
instead  of  the  subject  before  them,  the  preceding 
argument  became  the  text  to  him  tnat  replied,  and 
his  to  the  next  who  took  the  floor,  and  so  on,  in 
succession,  until  some  member  succeeded  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  original 
subject.  Though  the  present  question  had  but  a 
few  days  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  yet,  in  his  opinion,  several  of  the 
speakers  on  the  floor  had  lost  signt  of  it,  further 
than  he  had  formerly  observed  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  would  attempt  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  from  tnese  desultory  excursions,  which 
settle  no  point  in  debate,  and  of^en  have  no  visi- 
ble connexion  vrith  it,  to  the  important  question 
they  were  called  upon  to  decide;  and  in  doine 
so,  ne  would  take  no  notice  of  anything  that  had 
been  offered  as  argument,  which  was  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  question.  He  would 
neither  be  the  advocate  or  apologist  for  any  one 
nation  of  Europe,  ner  treat  any  other  nation  with 
irritating  contempt.  Language  of  the  kind  that  has 
been  used  within  two  days  past  in  this  House 
ought  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  we  were  employed 
in  discussing  a  manifesto  to  support  a  declaration 
of  war,  and  even  for  that  purpose  it  is  inconsist- 
ent with  national  dignity.  He  said,  the  subject 
before  the  House  was  a  resolution,  referred  to  the 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  to  prohibit  all  importation  of  goods  the 
produce  or  the  manufacture  of  Britain,  or  any  of 
the  British  dominions;  not  to  prevent  Britain 
or  her  dependencies  from  receiving  supplies  of 
provisions,  raw  materials^  dbcM  from  us.  It  does 
not  go  to  prohibit  exportation ;  but  even  this  should 
not  be  done  without  a  very  sufficient  cause.  Two 
causes  are  assigned  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tion ;  first,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  sec- 
ond, commercial  aggressions. 

Mr.  F.  asked,  Was  it  ever  known,  in  the  history 
of  independent  nationsi  that  any  one  nation  im* 
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pressed  tbe  fitizeos  or  subjects  of  aooth^r  Datioo 
mto  their  fleets,  to  fisht  agaiost  a  aation  friendly 
to  that  from  which  tBey  had  been  impressed,  and 
to  receive  bo  wa^es  or  emoliimeats  unless  they 
"would  enlist ;  wluch  few  of  them  ever  do,  except 
under  the  laah  of  tbe  boatswain^  which  is  appliedl 
if  they  appear  reluctant  to  do  the  mei^ne&t  drudg- 
^^  aud  who  must  of  necessitv  hate  the  nation  for 
which  they  fought  ?  Noi)  sir,  this  cannot  be  shown, 
Tke  British  Government  has  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  impressing  their  own  subjects  for  sei^men. 
I^  Frauce,  we  bave  been  lately  told  in  this  House, 
consoripts  are  forced  to  thte  army.  Perhaps  the 
conscripts  are  the  same  that  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  call  the  classes  of  militia  in  this  coun- 
try; but  it  is  of  theijr  own  citizens.  Impressments 
to  the  navy  are  a  very  diJOferent  thing.  It  is  such 
ail  exercise  of  tyranny  that  it  is  hoped  will  never 
he  exercised  in  this  country.  Yet, still,  except  in 
the  case  of  our  seamen,  it  ia  their  own  suh|ects: 
tney  do  not  impress  Swedes,  Danes,  or  Prussians. 

A  man  impressed  is  condemned  to  a  slaverer  of 
th0  worst  kind.  Slavery,  for  a  limited  time,  is  a 
aqitable  punishment  ^  crimes ;  hut  the  sentence 
with  us,  and  in  all  nations,  civilized  or  savage,  is 
decided  bv  known  and  responsible  judges  to  be  the 
breach  or  some  law.  But  by  whom  is  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  Ho  slavery  passed  on  our 
citizens,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  our  own 
Ot^  cbar^eabU  with  no  crimed  Not  by  a  court 
of  lustice  in  any  form;  not  even  by  an  officer  of 
high  responsibility,:  but  by  some  young  subaltern 
oif a  man-of-war,  which  is  universe  11  v  admitted  to 
xesort  to  the  most  arbitrary  species  of  government 
existing.  No  other  crime  is  alleged  to  justify  the 
CQpdei^aatian,  but  that  he  speaks  the  English  lan- 
gWige,  or  has  become  an  American  citizen,  and 
no  other  judge  but  a  lieutenant  or  midshipman 
selected  for  this  exertion  of  tyranny. 

We  have  not  long  since  expressed  a  just  abhor- 
Mnpe  of  slavery,  by  a  very  unanimons  vote  of  this 
House;  we  have  expressed  a  very  commendable 
wmpathy  for  the  untutored  sons  of  Africa,  of  a 
aiffie;rent  color  from  ourselves,  stolen  or  forced  from 
their  families  and  all  that  is  dear  to  them;  and 
sbfdl  we  make  no  exertions  to  protect  our  own 
citizens  from,  a  worse  kind  of  slavery  ?  If  the  plant- 
ers of  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  State  where 
slaves  are  ei^ployed,  should  forcibly  uke  any  of 
ciur  SODS  from  the  plough,  or  other  lawful  and 
necessary  occupation,  and  set  tbem  to  work  with 
Other  slavM  in  raisinig  cotton  or  fice,  the  outcage 
VQuld  be  horrid,  indeed,  but  not  equal  to  the  im- 
pressment of  our  citizens.  The  slave  to  the  planter 
most  mbor,but  be  is  not  obliged  to  kill  those  who 
h^ve  given  him  no  provocation,  or  to  be  killed 
himseUr,  and  he  may  be  found  and  rcnieemed. 
Money  redeemed  our  captives  from  the  Barbary 
Cioast,  and  we  felt  for  them,  and  advanced  the  price. 

There  is,  sir, another  point  of  view  presented  in 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen  which  ought  to 
address  our  attention.  It  is  admitted  that  several 
thousand  of  our  impressed  citizens  are  employed 
on  board  the  British  men-of-war,  fighting  against 
France.  These,  it  is  believed,  are  sufficient  to 
num  five  shipe-oC-the^line*    If  by  our  silence  we 


connive  at  this,  or  by  our  wilful  neglect  of  such 
peaceable  means  as  are  within  our  power  to  pre- 
vent it,  may  npt  this  be  charged  as  a  breach  of 
neutrality--mav  it  not  be  justly  called  war  in  dia- 
gnise?    Bullrorbear. 

Commercial  aggressions,  such  as  capturing  our 
merchant  ships  laden  with  cargoes  of  colonial 
produce,  purchased  in  return  for  the  produce  of 
our  own  country  and  the  property  of  our  own  cit* 
izens,  and  condemning,  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations,  as  approved  and  practised  evea 
by  the  British  courts  until  August  last,  and  open- 
ly in  her  decisions  substituting  the  instructions  of 
the  court  in  the  place  of  the  law  of  nations,  con- 
trary to  her  own  former  practice,  by  which  it  13 
acknowledged  by  the  opposers  of  the  resolutioa 
the  British  courts  have  already  condemned  at 
least  six  millipns  of  dollars,  of  the  property  of  our 
citizens,  on  n»w  principles,  which,  not  being 
known  to  the  owners,  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide  against  the  events.  Though  these  aggres- 
sions have  hitherto  been  principally  committed  on 
cargoes  ^of  colonial  produce,  where  only  we  cafli 
find  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  Middle  and 
Eastern  States,  yet  ihe  principles  are  equally  ap- 
plicable to  much  of  our  Bast  India  trade,  and  to 
the  trade  with  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  from 
which  we  derive  most  of  the  favorable  balance  of 
trade,  which  enables  us  to  discharge  the  unfavor- 
able balance  of  trade  with  Great  Britain;  and  sh^ 
can  so  apply  them  without  giving  notice  of  her 
intention  at  a  time  when  she  knows  we  have  the 
greatest  amount  of  property  on  the  ocean.  We 
cannot  admit  the  plea  of  necessity,  as  sugeeated  in 
a  well  known  British  pamphlet,  and  advocated 
without  reserve  by  the  gentfenxan  from  Virginia. 
To  admit  this  would  justify  every  possible  ag- 
gression of  the  Power  a.t  war  against  neutral  m- 
tions.  We  make  no  war  ia  disguise  against  Brit- 
ain ;  we  fiivor  her  as  much  as  in  our  neutr^  sta- 
tion and  commercial  situation  we  can  do.  We 
bear  with  aggressions  from  her  that  would  n<^  be 
offered  no^r  borne  with  from  any  other  nauon. 
The  profits  aeeruing  from  a  favorable  commer- 
cial balance  with  other  nations  is  cheerfully 
thrown  into  her  lap,  and  if  we  do  not  continnc  to 
do  so  it  is  her  own  (ault.  Justiee  and  policy  re- 
quire that  she  should  do  ^o*  Britain  pretends  no 
cause  of  complaint  against  us.  We  have  readily 
removed  such  as  she  ever  had.  By  pleadiiu^  ne- 
cessity, the  aggression  on  her  part  seems  tp  be  ac- 
knowledged.   Let  her  remove  the  cause. 

This  question,  therefore,  naturally  arises,  arc 
these  things  wrong  j  do  they  not  only  affwt  our 
interest  but  omr  nauonal  independence?  It  .waa 
confidently  expected  that  to  this  ioqiury  laveiy 
member  would  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Odj 
member,  however,  baa  ^ne  far  to  advocate  ail 
the  aggressions  complained  of.  No  doubt,  bow* 
ever,  a  great  majority  of  the  members  arc  con- 
vinced Uiat  the  impressment,  and  the  other  ag- 
gressions, require  a  remedy;  the  object  of  the 
present  deliberation  is  to  discover  such  meaanrea 
as  will  be  most  expedient,  not  only  to  correct  tka. 
evil,  but  to  procure  reasonable  redress  without 
war. 
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Mr.  F.  added,  Ibat  it  wa»  reasonable  to  ezpeet 
aame  direnky  of  opinioo ;  tbat  such  a  diFersity 
do^s  exi&t  i«  evident  from  tbe  number  and  variety 
of  ibe  resolutioBi  referred  to  tbis  Committee.  Of 
Umm^  some  are  subsiitutes  for  tbe  resolution 
ifbiea  is  now  tbe  subject  of  debate;  tbey  bave  tbe 
same  object  in  view,  but  vary  in  tbe  means  pro- 
posed. Others  may  be  very  properly  pursued  in 
e^aemreaea  with}  and  in.  aid  ot,  the  resolution 
imlei  debate  *,  for  some  of  tliese,  witb  proper 
modifieaiioas,  he  said  he  would  probaUy  vole* 
^Hiese  i»  eertaialy  a  variety  of  metb^ods  in  our 
fowei  of  apnlfiag  an  efieotual  and  at  the  .same 
timepetioeaMe  and  permanent  corrective  of  our 
gaoQods  of  compbiint,  The  method  proposed  in 
tW  resolution  on  tbe  table  he  tbougbt  wmI  caleu- 
lalad  to  prodi^e  tbe  effect ;  tbat  tl^  discussiou  of 
it  weuld  at  least  bring  the  whole  subject  into 
vievi  and  prmre  their  minds  for  other  resolutions, 

Mr.  F.  said  perhaps  he.  would  be  told  tbat  it  is 
a  wai  measure,  and^as  sucb»  ought  to  be  avoided. 
W«  bave  been  told  so  already  by  a  gaotlemao 
frona  Virginiaf  (Mr,  J.  RAMnoLPHj)  who  was  up 
yest^rdajft  Mi.  F*  said  his  colkague^  wha  intro- 
duced the  resolution,  declared  be  did  not  consider 
it««  a  war  measure^  and  that  be  himself  was  ab- 
s^iely  opposed  to  war  equaUy  with  his  col* 
ltunie» 

This  resolutton .  provisionallv  propoeea  terms 
whieb,  it  is  just  and  reasonable  taat  Britaiasbould 
comply  withi  and  which  is  fuUv'  in  her  power^  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  goods  tbe  produce  and 
DMuauCaetaies  of  tbe  British  dominionc^  until  a 
TfatiQaible  accommodation  i  is  made  by  negotia- 
twn^    It  deee  not  go  to  prevent  exportation. 

Bat  it  may  be  said»  and  it  is  no  doubt  the  opin* 
i9mot  seme  membm,  that  the  subject  should  at 
this  tioae  bet  left  wholly  to  negotiation^  without 
baiag  aid«d  by  any  legislative  measure»>  This  is- 
tbe  moat  important  paint  in  view  in  the  saliQeet 
be&>F«  as. 

Both  .the  aapporters  aod  opposers  of  the  ireeoln- 
tiaaagrene  that  an  aoeoaiaiodatioa  by  negotiation 
ia  saialf  their  object  This,  he  said,  was  unr 
doubiedLly  his  object,  and  he  wauld  support  tbe 
iis<4otft<Mi  on  the  tables  subject  to  whateier  mod- 
ifieaiiaa  the  majority  of  the  CoBuniltee  may, 
thiakfpropar  tag»ve  it^  solely  with  a^view  tafur- 
thflv  9k  iiavoraUe  negotiatioa.  But  will  any  menk- 
bv  say  ihat  the  Pfesideathasi  not  already  ezertoi 
all  the  powers  vested'  in  him^  and  all  the  taleais 
of  which  he  ia  possessed,  tUiaeaompUshi  an  ami^ 
cable  ocgetiatioa?  Tbey  wilk  aoL  They  will 
aai-aay  that  every  Premdcot;  of  the  United  Stales 
haa  am  dene  everything  in  their  po^wer,  hj  nego* 
tiaiftoi^tio  prevent  tbe  impressment  of  oar  citizens, 
aiiiee  tbe  impressment  commeaceA  in  1793--tbe 
iiat  ttaie.  indeed,  in  the  history  of  nations,  that  a 
power  ot  oaa  independent  nation  over  the  citi- 
zaae  of  aaochev  iadepoident  nation  was  assumed. 

Tiie  President,  in  his  first  Message  to  this  Con- 
gress^ officially  brought  the  sulgeet  More  them.  In 
a  subaequent  Messajge  he  informed  tbem  of  the  in- 
streelions  he  had  given,  of  tbe  exertions  tbat  bad 
been  aaade^nd,  in  sbort,  tbat  negotiation  was  ex- 
ha9aied»    Why^  then,  shoald  we  lefusasueh  legia* 


lativeaid  as^  in  the  p^eseat  state  ofthe  biistneBa,is- 
absolutely  necessary  to  render  negotiation  saoeess-». 
ful?    Can  we  expect  success  without  some  effi- 
cient expression  of  the  national  will?    Former' 
Presidents  did  not  expect  it  so  from  any  nation.. 

Mr.  F»  said,  the  gentlemen  who  have  risen  in<> 
pmKmition  to  the  resolution  have  taken  ne-netioe'i 
bf  the  impressment  of  our  citizens,  though  it  ist^ 
by  ihr  tbe  most  aggravated  gnevaaee.    They 
Iseem  to  give  to  Gceat  Britain  a  prescriptive  right" 
of  that  essentiaL  portion  of  our  indopeadenee* 
Happily,  however,  the  exercise  of  that  most  ty- 
rannical power  has  been  perseveriagiy  piotesCedr< 
against  by  every  Administration  siooe  tbat  ufr* 

Sreeedented  tjrranny  began  to  be  exercised.    larw- 
eed,  the  first  instance  of  acquiescence  wbioh  hf». 
been  manifested  is  by  the  members  who  hai^ 
spoken  in  oppositiouvto  tbis  resolution. 

The:  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yesterday,  the- 
second  time  he  has  been  up  on  the  question,  ap* 
knowledged  tbe  omission)  but  seemed  to  make  an 
offset  of  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory  last  Summer  to  balance  the  impr^sn 
meat.    It  appears  that  two  men  fled  from  justice  t 
from  the  settlement  pofloessed  by  Spain,  and  w^Oi; 
pursued  and  taken  in  our  territory,  bqt  afterwarda  i 
rescued  from  tbe  officer  of  Spain.    This  might 
be  balanced  by  the  outrage  committed  by  the 
British  at  Detroit;  but  witbout  dwelling  on  thia. 
insult,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  two  men . 
are  free  from  bondage,  and  tbat  there  has  not  been, 
time4o  remonsHate  and  negotiate  with  ^ain 
since  the  outrage  happened,  and  tbat  a  court  of  j 
iuatiee  is  competent  to  decide  on  it.    If  Britain? 
had  impressed  but  two  meu'^if  she  had  impressed . 
but  two  hundred,  and  had  disavowed  the  iaten** 
tien  of  doing  so  any  more-^if  the  Court  of  Loiir 
don.  had  not  advocated  and  avowed  persisting  in 
the  unprecedented  outirage  on  the  laws  and. usages-^ 
of  nations^if  that  government  had  not  viodipa^  r 
ed  the  conduct  and  refused  to  signa  convention 
on  that  subject  (once  agreed  to)  without  an  iaad* 
missible  exception,  it  may  be  presumed  the  case 
wpuld  not  have  been  brought  before  the  Legii^ 
latuM 

The  observationiB  of  this  g;entlemap,  iiow^ver, 
so  often  bring  our  relations  with  Spain  into  yie^^ 
witbout  explanation's,  that  though  they  bare  no 
connexion  with  the  subject  bewre  us,  he  would 
shortly  ad4  that,  in  the  purcjliase  ot  Louisiana 
from  France^  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
hasF  in  strong,  terms  acknowledged  was  a  good 
bargain,  that  even  the  channel  of  the  river  ^^i 
wnrth  the  money,  dbc.,  yet  in  tbe  various  trans- 
fers between  France  and  Spain,  and  the  final 
transfer  to  the  United  States,  tbe  boundary  lines 
had  never  been  settled.  By  a  bill  reported  to  the 
last  Congress,  it  is  believed  by  the  |^entleman 
from  Virginia  himself,  which  (Missed  into  a  law, 
it  was  made  tbe  President's  duty  to  take  poss^ 
sion  of  the  Mobile  district.  He  did  so^  and  Spain 
objected  to  the  boundary,  and  the  afiair  became  a 
subject  of  negotiation,  as  well  as  the  unsettled 
Western  boundary.  As  soon  as  this  became  a 
subject  of  negotiation,  the  President  proceeded 
no  further,  but  left  the  undecided  boundary  in  the 
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state  it  was,  until  the  boundary  should  be  amica- 
blf  settled. 

This,  sir,  is  the  way  I  understand  the  case  to 
stand ;  and  if  I  understand  it  truly,  thelPresident 
has  conducted  with  great  correctness,  agreeably 
to  the  law  of  nations.  Of  the  truth  of  this  it  is 
not  necessary  to  quote  authority,  one  example  for 
illustration  is  sufficient :  though  the  "Western 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Brit- 
ish territory  had  been  clearl^r  defined  in  the  de- 
finitire  treatjr  with  Great  Britain,  yet  the  West- 
ern forts  within  our  acknowledged  boundary 
were  forcibly  withheld  from  us  by  British  troops ; 
but  while  the  negotiation  conducted  by  Mr.  Jay 
was  in  progress  at  the  Court  of  London,  the  Pres- 
ident, Washington,  not  only  withheld  the  Fed- 
leial  troops,  then  engaged  in  war  with  the  Indians, 
'  ttom  adrancing,  but  forbade  General  Irving  from 
•going  with  a  party  of  Pennsylvania  militia  to  lay 
.out  a  town  on  the  margin  or  Lake  Erie,  in  Penn- 

S'lvanla,  where  it  was  not  known  that  ever  the 
ritish  had  advanced  a  claim  since  the  Revoiu- 
Cton,  or  taken  possession  $  but  neither  had  we  ac- 
tually occupied  it  before,  but  it  was  within  the 
acknowledged  boundary  of  that  State.  Retain- 
ing possession  until  the  boundary  is  settled  is  no 
agjrression  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

Af  r.  P.  said,  we  are  alarmed  with  dangers  in- 
stead of  being  convinced  by  argument.    If  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  indeed,  not  much 
mistaken,  we  are  first  to  be  ruined  by  war  with 
Britain,  and  afterwards  overwhelmed  by  France, 
.and  distressed  with  numerous  privations.    It  is 
true,  if  Britain  or  any  other  nation  find  it  to  be 
their  interest  and  design  to  go  to  war  with  us, 
they  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  assign  a  cause.  We 
•cannot  turn  our  feet  in  regulating  our  own  com- 
merce, but  they  can,  in  a  mani&to,  give  it  the 
coloring  of  a  cause  of  war.    Without  imputing 
to  Britain  a  less  degree  of  justice  or  honor,  or 
calculating  on  her  possessing  a  higher  sense  of 
national  depravity  than  any  otber  nation,  we  must 
d^  admit  that  she  is  a  pretty  good  judge  of  her 
OWO  iliterest,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  pursue 
it    If  that  is  admitted,  it  is  the  most  evident  in- 
terest of  Britain  to  cease  from  her  aggressions, 
and  make  reasonable  restitution,  in  preference  to 
war  or  the  privations  we  can  make  her  sufier 
without  going  to  war.    At  present,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past,  her  commerce  has  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  greatest  extent  of  the  most  fertile 
and  wealthy  part  of  Europe,  and  in  these  coun- 
tries manufactures  are  so  much  encouraged  that 
the  British  goods  can  never  again  be  in  tne  same 
demand  in  that  quarter.    For  some  of  her  most 
extensive  and  important  manufactures  she  de- 
pends on  the  United  States  for  the  raw  materials, 
to  the  amount  of  near  $5,000,000,  besides  a  large 
amount  of  other  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 
These  manufactures,  thegreat  source  of  her  wealth 
and  power,  depend  for  their  support  upon  the  con- 
sumers as  well  as  on  the  raw  materials.  No  other 
nation  in  the  world,  probably  ail  the  nations  of 
Europe,  do  not  consume  so  much  of  her  manu- 
factures as  the  United  States  do ;  they  not  only 
consume  what  pays  for  the  vast  amount  (d  raw 


materials  of  our  own  produce  which  Britain  re- 
ceives, but  also  to  the  amount  of  several  millions 
of  foreign  articles  which  they  purchase  from  oor 
merchants ;  but  they  create  a  balance  against  us 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  annual  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  the  discharge  of  which 
swallows  up  the  profits  acquired  by  our  exports  to 
all  other  countries. 

When  or  by  whom  was  ever  non-importatioa 
deemed  a  war  measure?  Not  at  any  time  we 
know  of  by  Britain,  the  United  States,  or  probably 
any  other  nation.  The  British  Treaty  recognises 
it  as  a  measure  of  peace.  While  we  were  yet 
colonies  we  had  recourse  to  non-importation  hj 
voluntary  agreement,  in  order  to  induce  Britain  to 
repeal  the  stamp  act,  after  other  methods  had  been 
exhausted.  It  was  not  considered  or  treated  as  a 
war  measure  bjr  either  party^  but  by  affecting  the 
manufacturing  interest,  dbc,  in  Britain  it  pnmired 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act.  The  same  measure 
procured  the  repeal  in  part  of  the  revenue  acts ; 
what  of  them  remained  unrep^ed,  as  a  pledge  of 
the  sovereign  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
legislate  for  the  colonies,  produced  the  war  which 
establbhed  our  independence. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  third  CongresflL 
information  nof  the  British  orders  of  the  8th  ot 
June,  1798,  and  the  aggressions  in  pursuance  of 
these  orders  committ^  on  our  commerce,  were 
officially  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  consequence  of  which,  Mr.  MiLDtsoM 
submitted  certain  resolutions  that  are  now  in  the 
htuds  of  the  members,  but  before  any  final  decb- 
ion  on  them  had  taken  place,  information  was  re- 
ceived of  the  orders  of  the  6th  of  November  1793, 
which  authorized  a  hisher  degree  of  agmssioa 
than  had  been  heretofore  committed.  Neither 
the  orders  of  June  or  November  were  otherwise 
known  but  by  their  execution,  until  after  great 
great  dama^  had  been  sustained.  In  coBsequence 
of  information  of  these  ruinous  depredatioBs  an 
embargo  for  thirty  days  was  laid  aher  two  days 
consideration,  with  an  interval  between,  with  shot 
doors.  The  embargo  was  soon  after  extended  for 
thirty  days  longer. 

The  embargo,  however,  was  not  intended  ms  a 
permanent  measure,  nor  expected  to  have  any 
permanent  effect ;  it  could  not  have  a  great  effect 
except  on  the  British  West  Indies  which  depend- 
ed on  us  for  their  necessary  supplies.  The  em- 
bargo however  secured  what  was  yet  in  our  har- 
bors until  Congress  might  have  time  to  delibeiate, 
and  Britain  did  not  treat  it  as  a  war  measoie. 

The  first  result  of  that  deliberation  was  a  reso- 
lution for  sequestratinff  the  debts  due  to  Britbh 
subjects  by  citizens  of  this  country,  which  was 
at  this  time  a  large  amount.  After  tbb  had  been 
considered  for  a  considerable  time,  and  aAerwardt 
discussed,  it  was  dropped,  and  a  resolution  for  a 
non-intercourse  with  the  British  dominions  sob* 
mitted  to  the  House.  This  resolution  was,  with 
frequent  intervals,  a  subject  of  deliberation  for 
some  weeks  before  the  House  of  Representatires, 
and  in  all  its  stages  was  supported  by  a  majority. 
While  this  subject  was  before  the  House,  and  be 
fore  a  bill  was oidered  to  be|eported| infonnatioB 
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was  reedTed  that  Britain,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
had  favorably  revised  the  orders  of  the  6th  of 
November  preceding,  and  that  oar  commerce  was 
again  admitted  to  be  conducted  on  such  a  footing 
as  we  have  since  acquiesced  in  with  little  com- 
plaint. But  the  progress  of  the  non-intercourse 
biU  was  not  therefore  stopped ;  the  British  Court 
had  issued  orders  on  one  principle  in  June,  and 
u|xm  another  principle  in  November,  and  a  third 
principle  in  March.  Three  orders  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  each  other  in  seven  months,  and 
might  probably  have  made  another  change  before 
this  information  arrived ;  the  bill  therefore  passed 
the  House  by  a  greater  majority  than  it  is  believed 
any  other  commercial  measure  during  that  session. 
It  passed  also  in  the  Senate  by  a  respectable  ma- 
jority, till  the  order  for  the  last  reading;  when,  the 
votes  oeing  equal.the  bill  was  refused  the  last  read- 
ing by  the  Vice  President's  vote.  The  President 
had  recently  nominated  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary to  the  Court  of  London ;  this  induced  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pass  the  non-inter- 
eourse  bill  into  a  law. 

Mr.  F.  saidj  he  had  sufficient  ground  to  believe 
that  the  IVesident  delayed  the  nomination  of  an 
Envoy  for  a  considerable  time,  waiting  for  the  pro- 
^^ss  of  the  bill,  and  that  he  did  not  nominate  the 
£nroy  with  an  intention  to  defeat  the  last  vote  on 
the  bill,  but  rather  to  correspond  with  it.  Thus 
far  he  well  recollected  that  on  the  day  that  the  non- 
intercourse  resolution  was  submitted  to  the  House, 
in  conversation  with  one  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, on  the  subject  of  the  President  sending  an 
Bnroy,  which  was  then  much  talked  of,  the  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  President  would  send  an  En- 
Toy  as  soon  as  Confess  had  strengthened  his 
hands  with  any  sufficient  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic will ;  that  Madison's  resolutions  appeared  suit- 
able early  in  the  session  was  generally  admitted, 
bot  ther  were  dropped  perhaps  as  not  correspond- 
ing to  the  increased  aggressions  since  November. 
The  resolution  for  sequestration,  he  said,  he  did 
not  approve,  but  the  resolution  for  non-intercourse, 
then  submitted  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Clark  of 
Ne'vr  Jersev,  he  thbught  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  if  it  passed  Congress,  the  President 
would  send  an  Envoy.  It  did  pass  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  sec- 
ond reading  in  the  Senate  before  the  Envoy  was 
nominated  by  the  President.  These  circumstan- 
ces are  mentioned  to  demonstrate  that  at  no  period 
heretofore,  either  before  or  since  the  declaration  of 
independence,  was  refusing  to  import  or  consume 
Uie  produce  or  manufactures  of  any  country 
deemed  a  war  measure ;  it  cannot  be  so  unless 
some  treaty  is  thereby  broken.  The  British 
Treaty  secures  this  right  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  was  true  that  not  only  on  the  oc- 
casions abovementioned,  but  on  the  discussion  of 
tlie  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Madison,  on  the 
resolutions  for  an  embargo  and  the  opposition  to 
the  British  Treaty  being  ratified,  there  were  mem- 
bers and  others  who  declared  these  measures 
woold  lead  to  war,  d^.  It  was  particularly  so 
when  the  question  of  the  embargo  was  first  dis- 


cussed. That  the  measure  will  lead  to  war  is  al- 
ways the  cant  word  of  opposition^  and  is  well  cal-- 
eulated  to  alarm  such  of  the  citizens  as  are  not 
well  informed ;  but  enactinff  such  measures  are 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  with  Britain,  and  within 
the  unquestionable  rights  of  sovereignty,  therefore 
cannot  of  themselves  cause  war.  The  resoluton 
therefore  is  not  objectionable  on  this  ground, 
whatever  it  may  be  on  the  ground  of  expd[iencT.r 
But  if  the  British  Government  should,  oisre^ard- 
ing  the  principles  of  justice,  embargo  our  ships  in 
their  harbors,  capture  them  on  the  ocean,  where 
we  have  a  large  amount  of  property  afloat,  and 
even  if  they  should  be  mad  enough  to  attaclt  our 
ports  and  harbors  with  their  fleet,  if  they  should 
do  all  that  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  we  have  the  power  and  means  of 
making  reprisals.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  that  gentleman 
had  yesterday  charged  his  colleague  (Mr.  Smilii) 
with  inconsistency,  he  having  formerly  oppbsed 
a  fleet  and  was  now  in  favor  <h  one,  ^.  But  this 
was  not  the  case ;  neither  his  colleague  nor  him- 
self were  in  favor  of  a  fleet,  nor  would  ever  vote 
for  one  to  oppose  or  make  reprisals  on  Britain, 
while  less  expensive  and  much  more  certain  means 
of  reprisal  were  in  our  power.  The  vast  amount 
of  stock  that  the  British  subjects  owned  in  pur 
funds  and  banks,  and  of  debts  due  from  our  mer- 
chants to  her  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and 
her  territories  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Capada,  in  our 
neighborhood,  which,  though  of  no  great  value  to 
us,  are  of  incalculable  value  to  her,  are  all  in  our 
power,  and  are  alUawful  objects  for  reprisals,  which 
at  least  may  be  justified  by  excess  oi  provocation. 
Even  supposing  Great  Britain  lost  to  all  sense  of 
justice  and  national  honor,  which  he  did  not  admit 
m  its  whole  extent,  yet  we  will  all  admit  that  she  is 
sensible  of  and  pursues  her  own  interest ;  and  tbat 
it  is  not  her  interest  to  go  to  extremities  with  us  on 
the  account  of  all  she  gains  by  the  aff^ressions  cf 
which  we  complain,  must  be  admitted  by  all  cbor- 
petent  judges. 

The  gentleman  from  Vircinia  has  spoken  of  the 
character  of  those  engaged  in  commerce,  in  an 
unusual  strain  of  acrimony;  he  has  denounced 
commercial  pursuits,  and  denied  protection  to  it 
beyond  gunsnot  from  our  shores,  &c.  It  is  true 
he  yesterday  refused  protection  only  to  what  is 
usually,  though  incorrectly,  called  the  carrying 
trade.  Formerly,  by  the  carrying  trade  was  un^ 
derstood  to  be  carrying  the  property  of  other  na- 
tions on  freight.  In  this,  Holland,  who  has  little 
produce  of  ner  own  to  export,  was  generally 
greatly  engaged.  Her  merchants  were  formerly 
uie  carriers  for  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. Our  own  shipping  merchants  also  were 
early  engaged  in  this  trade ;  even  before  1793,  they 
contended  for  the  right  of  doing  so ;  but  that  is  now 
given  up :  if  any  do  now  engage  in  it  they  neither 
claim  nor  receive  protection  from  our  Govern- 
ment. The  name  of  carrying  trade  is  now  ap- 
plied to  that  commerce  carried  on  by  purchasing 
goods  in  one  country,  bringing  them  to  our  coun- 
try, and,  if  they  are  not  in  demand  there^  reship- 
pinff  them  to  a  foreign  market,  &c.,  or  disposing 
of  &em  to  those  who  do  so. 
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Mr.  F.  said  that  he  was  astooithed  to  hear  this 
commerce  stated  as  iaimical  to  a^ricultore,  as  its 
rival,  dbc.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  roanu- 
{iactures  and  commerce  of  BritaiD  beioj^  rivals  to 
the  landed  iDterest,  it  will  notapply  iothiscomiuy. 
We  have  no  established  maautactures  io  the 
country,  therefore  our  own  manufactures  are  not 
the  sources  of  commerce,  as  they  are  in  Britain. 
The  produce  of  agriculture,  viz :  what  can  be 

red  from  the  farm,  or  what  can  be  caught  in 
ocean  by  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens,  is 
the  sole  basis  of  our  commerce,  and  if  agriculture 
faUs,  commerce  fails  with  it.  What  is  called 
with  us  the  carrying  trade,  and  the  direct  trade, 
^oannot  easily  be  separatedr.  We  take  from  Britain 
Io  the  amount  of  near  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
more  than  she  takes  from  us ;  how  will  we  nay 
it  ^  She  does  not  take  our  flour,  meat,  or  fish, 
and  but  very  little  of  anything  from  the  Middle 
jQT  Eastern  States.  We  sell  our  flour,  meat,  d^., 
chiefly  in  the  French  and  Spanish  West  Indies, 
and  bring  the  returns  in  8ujg;ar,  coffee,  rum,  dtc^  to 
our  own  ports  ^  and  what  is  not  consumed  in  our 
own  country  is  permitted  to  be  shipped  to  the 
European  ports,  where  they  can  find  a  market 
under  a  neutral  character,  and  the  proceeds  are 
transmitted  to  Britain  to  fnav  the  balance  she  hat 
aouQst  us,  or  in  part  in  such  foods  as  «an  be  got 
^ere  the  sales  are  made.  A  scarcity  of  bread 
aometimes  induces  Britain  to  open  her  ports  to 
xuir  grain  and  flour,  but  even  then  the  cai^  ex- 
ported will  come  far  short  of  paying  for  a  return 
cargo  of  her  finished  manufactures ;  and  it  is  the 
•IMne  with  the  bulky  raw  materials  of  the  Sonth- 
^#rn  StatecL  of  which  Britain  taJces  a  large  propor- 
aioa  i  the  balance  has  to  be  paid  in  the  circuitous 
manner  mentioned  above.  Our  provbions,  Ac^ 
aold  in  the  West  Indies,  will  not  purchase  return 
cargoes  of  cofiee,  sugar,  rum,  Ac,  and  but  little 
•inoney  can  be  got ;  the  return  cargoes  therefore, 
if  more  than  is  necessary  for  home  consumption, 
must  be  permitted  to  find  a  market  in  other  coun- 
jtrie«,  and  for  this  permission  a  duty  is  paid.  Thus, 
what  is  called  the  carrying  trade  is  so  combined 
^rith  the  direct  trade,  that  it  cannot  be  separated 
without  injury  to  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  mer- 
chant. 

Perhaps  to  those  who  understand  the  subject, 
wagoners  constantly  employed  in  hauling  roer- 
llhandise  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  on  the 
great  Western  road  to  PitUburg,  may  in  nome 
saeasure  illustrate  the  carrying  trade  as  connected 
with  the  exports  of  our  produce  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket. About  300  of  five  and  six  horse  teams  are 
constantly,  at  all  seasons,  employed  in  hauling 
goods  from  these  two  ports,  besides  many  other 
teams  pccasionally ;  they  pass  through  the  divid- 
ing ground  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
waters,  as  they  would  otherwise  return  empty, 
like  a  ship  in  oallast ;  they  take  in  flour  on  the 
way,  generally  at  half  the  ftfice  for  carriage  at 
which  the  flour  will  sell  at  the  ports ;  but  ifthey 
were  not  to  be  certain  of  back  loading  in  return- 
ing, they  would  not  take  the  gift  of  the  flour  on 
condition  of  hauling  it ;  but  ifthey  were  to  haul 
no  more  goods  than  what  the  flour  would  fatr  | 


chase,  or  than  what  is  cooeamed  in  the  eouatrj, 
one  barrel  out  of  twenty  could  not  be  hauiei. 
The  good*  are  taken  to  Pittsburg,  Mooongahc^ 
Wheeling,  dbc,  and  boated  to  the  wetiem  parts 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio  State,  and  ewm  to 
Tennessee.  If  the  carrying  trade  from  the  goods 
brought  in  the  wa|[ons  was  not  permitted^  ike  pro- 
duce would  not  find  a  market,  and  the  laaporled 
foods  would  oopoe  much  dearer  to  the  oonsimier. 
robftbly  Pennsylvania,  in  which  there  are  a 
greater  proportion  of  citizens  who  reside  at  a  dis- 
tance from  a  seaport  than  in  any  other  State,  hare 
felt  earlier  and  more  severely  the  effects  ef  Brit- 
ish aggression  than  the  citizens  of  any  other  At- 
lantic State.  The  flour  sells  so  low  siaee  tkeat 
aggressions  commenced  that  the  WMfoners  retam 
unloaded,  and  prefer  hauling  the  feed  for  their 
horses  to  hauling  flour. 

Mr.  F.  said  the  protection  secured  by  the  Co»- 
stitution  to  commerce  waa  well  stated  and  e»- 
forced  by  his  colleague,  f  Mr.  Smilib,)  and 
not  be  repeated.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ' 
ern  and  most  of  the  Middle  States  were  eai 
in  commerce,  both  direct  and  eircuitous^  almosc 
from  the  commeacemeat  of  ibeir  colonization ; 
that  restraints  on  the  commerce  by  t%e  Briiiik 
Government  was  one  principal  cause  of  deelaring 
Independence.  The  power  to  regulate  and  pro- 
tect commerce  was  endeavored  to  be  nested  in  the 
old  Congress,  and  the  necessity  of  obtaioiog  thm 
power  was  the  moving  cause  of  changing  theft 
form  of  Qoverament  Ther^bre,  his  coUeague 
w^  right  in  etating  that  the  commeroe  of  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  has  an  equal  claim  le 
protection  as  the  agriculture  of  the  Sottthecn 
Kitates.  If  we  denounce  the  character  of  ooe 
class  of  citizens,  such  as  the  merohanu  as  a  bedf 
have  been  denounced  on  this  ffoor,  we  may  co  oa 
and  denounce  another  and  another  class  until  one 
State  denounces  another,  and  so  put  an  end  to 
the  Union,  and  destroy  all  confidence  between 
citizens  of  different  proiessions  as  weU  as  betweea 
different  States.  Congress  is  fully  vested  with 
the  power  of  regulating  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  and  eonsequenuy  with  the  power  of  pre* 
tecting  and  of  restraining  it.  Congress  can  iHoit 
the  extent  to  which  what  is  called  either  the  di- 
rect or  carrying  trade  oosht  to  be  pemittedL  Wt 
as  far  as  anv  trade  is  authorized  to  he  carriea  e^ 
it  is  entitled  to  protection. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  though  he  absolutely  denied 
that  the  resolution  was  a  measure  that  in  ynsikOy 
or  on  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  led  to  war  more  than  any  other  resolutioa 
submitted  to  the  Committee  did,  yet  he  acknow- 
ledged that  it  would  occasion  more  privatione 
than  some  of  them.  It  would  lessen  the  supplies 
of  some  kinds  of  such  maanfactures  as  we  were 
accustomed  to  consume.  It  would,  io  some  Biess- 
urcy  change  theacouatomed  channels  of  cemmereei 
It  would  for  some  time,  no  doubt,  lessen  in  some 
degree  the  amount  of  our  revenue,  but  by  ne 
means  to  the  terrific  amount  suggested  by  eome 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution.  Our  merchants,  possessed  as  they  are 
of  a  suffieieat  number  of  ships  and  a  compet«at 
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amount  of  capital  will,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
own  interest,  nod  a  safficieot  supply  of  manufac- 
tores  from  other  countries,  and  thereby  encou- 
ra^  a  competition  with  the  manufacturers  of 
Britain ;  and  even  if  for  a  time  they  fail  in  doing 
this,  they  will  procure  British  goods  from  other 
countries,  to  which  they  will  be  transmitted  at  a 
eonsiderable  loss  to  the  owners,  so  that  our  neces- 
aajy  wants  will  be  supplied  and  our  reyenoe  suffer 
very  little  defalcation;  and  our  own  manufactures 
be  encouraged.  This  is,  however,  supposing  the 
worst  that  may  happen — it  is  supposing  thatjBrit- 
ain  will  have  so  much  lost  all  respect  to  her  own 
interest  as  to  persevere  In  her  aggressions  con- 
trmry  to  her  interest;  this  she  has  rarely  hereto- 
fore done,  and  her  relief  is  fully  in  her  own  power. 
Let  her  only  act  as  before  last  August 

Mr.  F.  said  that,  af\er  all,  the  qu^tion  is  not  so 
Ibfich  whether  we  shall  adopt  the  re&olutioti  now 
before  the  House,  as  whether  we  shall  agree  to 
any  measure  of  an^r  kind  to  strengthen  the  bands 
of  the  Executive  in  negotiating  with  Britain. 
That  we  should  do  so  he  considered  as  absolutely 
necessary ;  but  the  choice  of  measures  would  be 
Mverned  by  the  view  of  their  expediency,  all 
iniags  considered.  What  will  be  the  consequence 
of  Dejglecting  to  do  anything  7  To  answer  this 
^oestioo,  let  us  examine  how  the  case  stands. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  the  President 
haa  raade  every  enbrt  in  his  power  to  negfotiate. 
Failing  in  the  object  of  these  efforts,  be  has  offi- 
cially laid  the  case  before  Congress,  which  is  ex- 
elusiveiy  vested  with  competent  powers  to  pre- 
aeribe  roles  in  such  an  emergency.  They  only 
baTe  the  Constitutional  power  of  declaring  war, 
if  diat  is  expedient ;  but  as  the  intention  of  de^ 
daring  war  is  equally  repugnant  to  the  wishes  of 
those  who  support  the  resolution  as  it  is  to  those 
Irho  oppose  it,  and  as  the  British  Treaty  secures 
to  both  nations  the  right  of  prohibiting  importa- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  however  the  aggressions 
eomplained  of  might  justify  war,  it  is  the  wish  of 
all  the  members  to  use  evei'y  other  practicable 
method  to  procure  redress  rather  than  resort  to 
war;  but  it  no  measures  are  adopted'  to  indoce 
Great  Britain  to  enter  into  a  reasonable  negotia- 
tion, it  had  been  much  better  that  the  President's 
MeMge  and  the  documents  accompanying  it 
had  never  been  referred  to  this  committee,  and 
that  the  resolution  before  us,  or  any  other  resolu- 
tion with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  had  never 
been  discussed;  because,  the  subject  being  once 
diaeussed,  and  no  measures  agreed  to  calculated 
to  procure  redress,  Britain  will  be  justified  in  be- 
Uevtng  that  Congress  approve  of  what  the  Presi- 
dent considered  as  aggressions,  especially  as  some 
of  the  arguments  on  this  floor  were  not  only  an 
mpology  but  a  vindication  of  the  adjudications  of 
the  Bmiah  courts,  if  not  of  the  impressments. 

After  making  some  apology  for  detaining  the 
flou^  so  long. Mr.  F.  requested  permission  to  make 
«  few  observations  on  a  subject  which,  though  it 
had  no  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
yet  it  had  more  than  once  been  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  without  being  called  to 
Svery  member  knows  that  some  subjects 


had  been  discussed  with  closed  doors  earl^  in  the 
session,  and  that  the  confidential  obligation  was 
not  yet  removed.  The  gentleman  who  mtroduced 
the  subiect,  (in  language  not  very  decorous.)  ktteW 
that  it  had  no  connexion  with  the  question  before 
the  House.  He  would  not  pretend  to  arraign  the 
gentleman's  motives,  but  the  evident  tendency  WW 
to  excite  an  unneceteary  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  citizens.  Be  his  intention  what  it  would,  it 
it  would  not  very  extensively  have  that  effect.  AU 
well-informed  citizens  knew  that  the  House  faiidt 
Constitntional  authority  to  close  the  doors,  Wbe«i 
the  subject  in  their  opinion  required  secrecy ;  and 
e^ery  member  experienced  in  public  bodies  knevr, 
that  eten  an  allusion  to  what  was  discussed  Wfdt 
closed  doors  was  never  p^mitted,  however  innd- 
centiy  or  inadvertently  it  was  dotie,  Withoat  an 
immediate  call  to  order;  and  for  a  very  good  rea- 
son, because  it  could  not  be  replied  to.  Mr.  P. 
saia  he  had  been  many  years  a  member  of  ptfblf^ 
bodies,  and  often  sat  with  closed  doors,  but  never 
before  this  occasion  observed  sueh  allusions  madb 
to  it  in  public  debafe  without  a  check.  It  is  wefl 
known  that  the  member^  hever,  for  theirownsakes, 
wish  to  sit  with  closed  doors.  They  know  thstt 
when  they  do  so,  some  important  restraints  ili 
favor  of  decency  and  order  are  wanting. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Virginia  and  other  tneitt- 
hers  who  sat  in  the  seventh  Congress  know  fhtft 
a  subject  was  disctlssed  and  decided  with  closed 
doors,  in  conductins;  which  that  gentlemtan  was  It 
principal  agent.  The  injunction  of  secrecy  waa 
not  taken  on  till  after  the  meeting  of  the  fim  se»> 
sion  of  the  next  Congress,  nor  evenyet  is  it  whoHlf 
removed.  The  gentleman  from  TirginSa  knows 
this,  and  knows  that  it  has  nerer  b^n  complainiA 
of,  nor  in  this  manner  introduced  on  the  flfoor.  II 
is  well  known  that  (with  ve)py  few  exceptions, 
such  as  laying  an  etnbargo,  &c^  the  doors  art 
never  closed  except  on  fbreiirn  amirs^  commnitii- 
cated  in  confidence  by  the  President;  that  eveli 
these  are  not  kept  secret  on  account  of  ockr  ow^ 
citizens,  but  on  account  of  our  foreign  relatiotte^-- 
not  only  on  account  of  the  nation  that  may  happen 
to  be  the  subject  of  the  communication,  but  on  aie- 
count  of  other  nations  who  might  interfere  to  out 
injury — and  sometimes  on  Account  oi  the  agent 
there,  from  whom  important  Information  may  hav^ 
been  received.  This,  the  gentleman  from  Virgbht 
knows  well.  It  b  vain,  by  an^  such  arts,  to  pef^ 
suade  the  citizens  that  the  msjorrty  of  their  rejl^ 
resentatives  would  knowiogly  betray  their  intetf* 
ests  when  the  doors  were  closed.  Their  constilk 
uents  have  a  much  better  security  than  open  doors, 
or  even  oaths.  They  have  a  common  interest 
with  their  representatives,  and  their  represent»k 
lives  with  them.  They  could  not  betray  the  inte^ 
ests  of  their  constituents  without  betraying  their 
own.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  a  farmer ;  his  sons  aaid 
his  sons-in-law  were  farmers;  and  his  grandchiK 
dren  most  probably  would  be  farmers;  and  his 
constituents  were  as  generally  so  as  in  any  othrt» 
district  in  the  Union ;  and  when  he  looked  atoonld 
him.  he  believed  the  majority  of  the  members  de- 
penaed  on  agriculture  also.  The  citizens  hxseW 
this,  and  therefore  kn^  w  that  the  membcrsVottU 
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not  iDJure  their  interest  without  injuring  the  inter- 
est of  themselves  and  their  posterity. 

Mr.  Early. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, in  sabmitting  to  the  Committee  those  obser^ 
Tations  which  I  am  about  to  make,  to  confine  my- 
self entirely  to  the  merits  of  the  question  under 
consideration. 

Upon  this,  as  upon  another  recent  occasion,  our 
attention  has  been  summoned  at  the  outset  of  the 
discussion  to  what  gentlemen  choose  to  call  the 
spirit  of  the  nation.  We  are  told,  that  this  spirit 
had  been  awakened  by  the  events  which  led  to 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution  upon  the  table, 
and  had  called  upon  us  in  a  loud  voice,  to  adopt 
enerffetic  measures  for  the  vindication  of  our  na- 
tional honor,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  national 
rights.  The  facts,  sir,  are  incorrectlv  represented. 
The  people  of  this  nation,  indentined  with  the 
(Government  of  the  nation,  will  at  all  times  stand 
ready  to  support  that  Government  with  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation,  when  a  proper  occasion  shall 
present  itself.  Gk)verned  by  persons  of  their  own 
immediate  choice,  they  will  confidently  repose 
in  such  persons  the  determination  of  that  ques- 
tion. Does  it  follow,  that  because  they  have 
idedged  to  us  the  support  of  the  national  energies, 
if  in  our  judgment  thev  are  become  necessary, 
that  therefore  we  are  called  upon  to  take  a  course 
which  may  render  them  necessary  1  It  is  true 
that  the  apprehensiohs  of  the  public  have  been  ex- 
cited, lest  a  period  had  arrived  in  which  it  would 
Jbe  necessary  to  put  to  risk  the  national  j>eace.  Yes, 
air^it  is  too  true  that  alarm  has  been  spread  through 
every  quarter  of  the  Union.  But  by  what  means, 
mnd  from  what  sources?  It  has  been  by  the  in- 
Cimect  views  of  the  nature  and  state  <m  the  in- 
terests at  stake,  with  which  our  public  prints  have 
teemed.  It  has  been  by  magnifying  representa- 
tions of  the  iniuries  really  sustained  on  the  one 
part,  and  on  the  other,  by  imposing  calculations 
as  to  the  sacrifices  demanded  to  effect  redress. 
These  incorrect  views  of  the  subject  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  offspring  of  mercantile  influence. 
It  is  from  this  source,  by  Uiese  means,  and  through 
these  channels,  that  the  public  apprehension  has 
been  roused  upon  this  occasion.  But  it  is  oiir 
doty  to  unmask  the  influence  which  has  produced 
the  evil,  and  to  let  the  nation  know  the  true  state 
of  the  question  now  to  be  decided.  To  let  them 
understand  what  the  injuries  are  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  redress,  and  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  interests  which  we  are  called  upon  to  sacri- 
fice in  effecting  it. . 

We  have  been  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  in  the 
discussion,  certain  distinctions  which  exist  in  the 
country.  These  distinctions  are  of  two  kinds. 
First,  of  classes,  a^pricultural  and  commercial,  and 
secondly,  distinctions  arising  from  geographical 
position.  As  to  the  first :  we  are  told  that  the 
agriculture  and  commerce  of  a  nation,  are  neces- 
sarily dependent  upon  each  other,  and  therefore 
the  prosperity  of  both  should  be  equally  the  object 
of  care  to  the  Government. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  the  cor- 
nctness  of  this  reasoning  in  its  AiUest  extent,  as 
mp^ed  to  the  natural  and  usual  trade  of  a  coun- 


try, to  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of  consum^ 
tion ;  I  am  very  far  from  being  prepared  to  admit 
it  as  applied  to  the  carrying  trade.  It  is  belieyed 
that  however  confidently  mercantile  men  pro- 
nounce upon  this  subject,  however  well  they  may 
succeed  in  convincing  each  other,  by  a  train  of 
reasoning  which  takes  the  circuit  of  the  world  be- 
fore it  draws  to  a  conclusion,  vet  upon  minds  un- 
interested in  the  issue  they  fail  to  produce  convic- 
tion. For  myself  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the 
diversion  of  our  navigation  and  capital  into  an 
unnatural  and  factitious  channel,  does  not.  by 
diminishing  the  competition  in  our  own  markets, 
imure  the  sale  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  produce 
of  the  country.  This  idea,  sir,  is  advanced  with 
diffidence,  as  indeed  are  those  which  I  may  at  any 
time  advance  upon  the  probable  operation  of  com- 
mercial arrangements.  But,  Mr.  Chaimoan,  do 
not  gentlemen  ask  too  much  when  thev  require  of 
us  to  jeopardize  the  whole  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation  for  the  sake  of  that  which  in  our  opin- 
ion produces  no  benefit  to  that  interest  ?  Is  it  not 
expecting  too  much  of  us  to  suppose  that  we  will 
consent  to  surrender  the  certainty  of  good  mark- 
ets and  high  prices  for  our  produce,  and  brave  the 
danger  ofa  total  stagnation,  for  tne  purpose  of 
embarking  in  a  hazardous  contest  with  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  carrying  trade  1  Sir,  it  is  too  much ; 
gentlemen  ought  not  cannot  expect  it.  They 
who  are  so  eagle-eyed,  so  sensibly  alive  to  what- 
ever concerns  themselves,  must  expect  that  we 
will  not  shut  our  eyes  upon  matters  so  important 
to  ourselves,  and  to  those  whose  trusts  are  con- 
fided to  our  fidelity. 

We  are  also  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  geogra- 
phical distinctions.  In  this  Mr.  Chairman,  gen- 
tlemen expect  impossibilities;  they  require  us  to 
surrender  the  principles  of  self-preservation;  to 
strip  ourselves  of  the  leading  stimulus  to  human 
action.  To  this  requisition  we  can  less  accede 
than  to  the  former.  Look  to  the  document  from 
the  Treasury  which  lies  before  us.  It  will  there 
be  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies for  the  vear  1802,  was  $18,787,000;  that 
of  this  amount,  tne  articles  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rtce^ 
tar,  pitch,  ana  rosin,  which  are  exclusively  the 
product  pf  the  southern  section  of  the  Union,  gave 
the  sum  of  $8,450,000.  For  the  vear  180i3,  the 
whole  amount  exported  to  the  same  places  was  $22,- 
700,000;  of  which  $11,000,000,  arose  from  the  ar- 
ticles above  enumerated.  For  the  year  1804,  the 
respective  amounts  were  $19,000,000,  and  $9,- 
400,000.  The  average  of  the  whole  amount  for 
the  three  years  was  $20,200,000;  the  average  of 
the  amount  upon  the  enumerated  articles  for  the 
same  time  was  $9,900,000,  of  which  last  amount, 
the  sum  of  $8,800,000  arose  from  the  articles  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  alone. 

Thus,  sir,  stands  the  relative  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  of 
the  products  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  of  the  whole  Union  ;  and 
in  this  relative  proportion  of  course  must  their 
different  interests  be  afiected  by  the  adoption  <^ 
the  resolution. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  view  of  the 
operation  of  the  resolution,  which  we  cannot 
ayoid  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee. From  the  same  document  it  appears  that 
the  aTerase  amount  of  the  tobacco  for  the  three 
▼ears,  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  exported  from  the 
United  States,  was  $6,140,000;  that  of  this  amount, 
the  proportion  of  $3,220,000  was  exported  to  Great 
Hritain.  That  of  the  article  of  cotton,  the  aver- 
age amount  exported  for  the  same  three  years 


ww^  86.970,000^  of  which  ^,630,000,  was  export- 
ed to  Grreat  Britain. 

Do  not  gentlemen  expect  too  much  when  they 
ask  us  to  shut  our  eyes  upon  these  facts  ?  Do 
tliey  not  require  of  us  to  abandon  the  best  inter- 
ests of  those  we  represent?  And  should  we  not 
oiost  shamefully  betray  the  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  us,  by  acquiescence  on  our  part?  The  gentle- 
mao  from  Pennsylrania  (Mr.  Gregg)  who  moved 
the  resolution,  ought  least  of  all  to  expect  this 
surrender  at  our  hands,  when  it  is  recollected  how 
little  sacrifice  will  be  imposed  upon  the  a^rtcul- 
taral  interest  of  his  o'vvn  State,  oy  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure.  The  articles  of  wheat 
and  ftour  are  not  subjects  of  export  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, unless  in  times  of  famine  or  extreme  scarcity. 

But  the  resolution,  we  are  told,  only  prohibits 
importation  from  Great  Britain,  leaving  the  expor- 
tatjons  from  this  country  to  that  as  they  now  stand. 
Very  true,  sir ;  this  is  the  operation  of  the  reso- 
lution itself,  and  if  it  were  to  produce  no  reaction, 
all  might  end  well.  But  will  Great  Britain  not 
retaliate?  Is  she  that  submissive  animal^  which 
-would  crouch  to  any  hand  that  might  inflict  a 
blow  ?  No,  this  is  not  urged ;  but  it  seems  her 
manufacturers  are  so  dependent  upon  us  as  con- 
somers,  and  the  manufacturing  interest  in  that 
country  so  numerous  and  so  j)owerful,  that  the 
British  Ministry  could  not  persist  in  any  system 
of  retaliation.  The  case  of  the  American  Revo- 
IntioD  has  been  cited,  and  extracts  from  an  author 
of  credit  read  to  show  the  early  resistance  made 
by  the  manufacturers  of  that  country  against  a 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  citation,  as  well 
as  the  whole  history  of  the  war,  are  unfortunate 
argnments  for  those  who  use  them.  What^  sir, 
was  the  fact?  Did  the  manufacturers  prevail  in 
their  opposition  ?  They  did  not.  The  war  con- 
tinued seven  years  in  spite  of  them.  Ye?,  sir, 
notwithstanding  their  most  spirited  resistance,  an 
tinpopukr  war,  conducted  by  a  weak  Adminis- 
tration against  a  spirited  and  powerful  opposition 
in  Parliament,  lasted  seven  years.  And  what  at 
last  brought  it  to  a  close  ?  The  resistance  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  ?    No,  sir,  the  peace  was 

groduced  by  an  accumulation  of  more  than  one 
nndred  millions  to  her  public  debt ;  by  the  loss 
of  armies  j  by  the  universal  conviction  of  the  im- 
practicability of  accomplishing  their  purpose. 
Oreat  Britain,  sir,  has  never  shown  herself  of  a 
temper  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances. 
Sacn  a  temper  is  the  least  characteristic  feature  in 
die  conduct  of  her  present  Minister.  Upon  what 
ground  then  do  gentlemen  found  their  hopes  ? 
Will  a  contest  with  this  country  be  unpopular  in 
Bngland  ?    It  will  not.    The  principle  for  which 


she  contends  is  a  necessary  agent  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  continental  war.  She  is  now  fighting 
for  her  existence  as  a  nation.  The  only  vulner- 
able part  of  her  enemy  is  the  commerce  or  neutrals 
between  that  enemy  and  his  possessions.  Her 
opposition  to  this  commerce  is  founded  deep  in 
the  struggle  she  is  now  making  for  her  own  pre- 
servation. War  with  us  would  be  to  her  a  minor 
evil  to  the  surrender  of  the  ground  she  has  taken. 
Look  at  the  late  celebrated  treatise  so  often  cited 
in  this  debate.  Tou  see  there  this  idea  in  every 
page.  With  this  impression  firmly  riveted  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  British  nation,  you 
have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  popularity  of  your 
cause.  Have  you  any  ground  of  hope  from  the 
expense  of  a  war  to  her  ?  It  would  not  cost  her 
a  single  cent.  No  man  believes  she  would  think 
of  landing  an  army  upon  these  shores.  The  war 
would  be  on  commerce.  The  high  seas  would  be 
the  theatre  of  hostilities.  Look  at  her  present 
naval  establishment. .  What  is  there  now  to  give 
employment  to  it  ?  Nothing.  The  fleets  of  her 
enemies  are  gone — they  are  annihilated,  if  our 
commerce  in  every  sea  would  enrich  her  sailors 
and  naval  officers.  Your  revenue  would  be  cut 
up  by  the  roots,  your  credit  would  sink,  and  your 
public  debt  increase  beyond  calculation.  Upon 
gentlemen's  own  premises,  then,  I  perceive  no 
hope  that  we  would  reduce  Great  Britain  to  terms 
by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  But,  sir,  their 
premises  are  not  well  founded.  The  manufac- 
tures of  that  country  would  find  their  way  into 
this  in  spite  of  your  resolution.  The  gentleman 
from  Virfi^inia  pointed  out  to  you  yesterday  the 
neutral  cnannels  through  which  they  would  be 
imported.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  through  neutral  chan- 
nels alone,  that  we  should  receive  them.  Are  no 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  appUcable  to  this  ques- 
tion, from  the  remarkable  circumstance  that  the 
French  soldiery  are  even  at  the  present  day  clad 
with  British  woollens?  Are  no  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  from  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
passed  last  summer,  establishing  certain  free  ports 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  licensing  a 
trade  between  them  and  the  ports  or  her  enemy  ? 
These  things  show  the  disposition  of  the  British 
nation  in  relation  to  any  trade  necessary  to  sive 
vent  to  the  surplus  manufacture  or  product  of  her- 
self and  her  uependencies.  Will  it  be  said  that 
any  attempts  at  a  similar  conduct  in  relation  to 
us.  might  be  counteracted  by  ourselves  ?  Those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  trade,  and  those  who  un- 
derstand the  evasions  which  are  habitual  to  the 
unprincipled  part  of  the  mercantile  world,  tell 
us  no. 

The  measure  contemplated  would  therefore  be 
weak  and  inefficient  as  it  would  respect  Great 
Britain,  and  as  to  ourselves,  oppressive  and  ruin- 
ous in  the  increase  of  price  we  should  pay  for  her 
manufactures. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  by  British  cruisers,  is  held  out  as  one 
of  the  objects  of  redress  in  the  contemplated  mea- 
sure. Tnis.  sir,  is  a  grievance  which  no  man  will 
attempt  to  aeoy  or  palliate.  It  is  an  evil  callinj^ 
80  imperiously  for  redress,  that  almost  any  sacn- 
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flee  ought  to  be  made,  provided  it  would  answer 
the  purpose.  But  do  gentlemeD,  can  they  seri- 
ously believe  that  this  resolution  will  produce  the 
desired  effect  7  Can  it  be  for  a  moment  supposed, 
that  a  measu  re  at  best  weak  and  inefficient — a  meas- 
ure which  in  its  operation  must  press  with  fourfold 
weight  upon  ourselves,  will  produce  any  serious 
diversion  in  our  favorj  by  increasing  the  number 
of  objects,  of  which  you  mtend  to  compel  thesur^ 
render  on  the  part  of  your  adversary?  My  fear 
is  that  it  would  only  make  bad  worse,  and  that  in- 
stead of  1,500  seamen  impressed  on  board  British 
ships  of  War,  we  should  have  as  many  thousand 
made  captives,  and  compelled  to  fight  against  their 
own  country. 

The  resolution  under  consideration  proposes 
an  insurance  upon  terms  vastly  disadvantageous. 
The  premium  and  theriskare  out  of  all  proportion. 
What,  sir,  is  the  premium?  The  sum  of  $800,- 
000,  the  amount  of  revenue  estimated  to  accrue 
flrom  the  carrying  trade.  What  is  the  risk  ?  The 
almost  certain  sacrifice  of  the  agricultural  interest 
Of  tlie  liation — the  almost  certain  event  of  a  war, 
and  the  consequent  risk  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution  and  liberties  of  this  nation.  For  one 
I  cannot  underwrite  such  a  policy.  I  will  not 
pledge  my  constituents  to  insure  upon  such  terms. 

But  we  are  asked,  must  the  carrying  trade  be 
surrendered  ?  In  return  we  ask,  must  the  asri- 
cultural  interest  of  the  councry  be  sacrificed  to 
preserve  it  ?  Most  we  plunge  mto  a  war  to  pre- 
serve it?  Most  we  put  to  nsk  the .  Constitution 
and  liberties  of  the  nation  to  preserve  it? 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  nation  is  at  peace.  We  are 
frappy  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  rights  iit  home. 
We  are  prosperous  beyond  the  example  of  any 
other  people  in  the  world.  We  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  our  own  industry^  abundantly  supplied  with  all 
the  cotnforts  of  life,  and  increasing  rapidly  iu 
Wealth  by  good  markets  for  our  produce.  The 
ttierchants  receive  a  profit  upon  their  trade,  coex- 
tensive with  the  highest  wishes  of  rational  men, 
and  when  confined  to  fair  neutral  commerce,  pur- 
sue their  occupations  with  security.  Is  tnis  a 
state  of  things  which  should  be  put  to  the  rbk  of 
chance  for  such  a  boon  as  the  carrying  trade  ?  Is 
this  a  state  of  things  which  shouki  be  jeopardized 
for  the  profit  of  a  ^w  merchants  in  a  few  mercan- 
tile towns? 

It  is  known  to  this  House  that  a  negotiation  is 
depending  with  the  Court  of  St.  James  upon  the 
^ttDJect-matter  of  complaint.  It  is  also  known  that 
at  the  date  of  our  last  despatches,  hopes  were  en- 
tertained by  our  Minister  there,  that  the  discussions 
would  assume  a  feature  more  favorable  than  they 
had  heretofore  exhibited.  Whilst  this  negotiation 
is  depending,  and  the  issue  in  total  uncertainty, 
does  it  comport  with  even  common  prudence  to 
be  taking  measures,  which  would  infallibly  blow 
it  up? 

Again,  sir,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  turn  their 
eyes  to  the  continent.  Let  them  consider  the 
magnitude  of  the  events  there  passing,  in  such 
tapid  succession,  as  not  to  suffer  the  mind  to  pause 
•nd  reflect  upon  their  even  probable  bearing. 
ThOsetsvents  must  lead  to  a  state  of  things,  which 


it  is  not  within  human  sagacity  to  foresee.  That 
state  of  thing[9  must  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  relations  of  this  country.  The  war,  from 
the  spirit  with  which  it  is  prosecuted,  must  either 
have  an  early  termination,  or  an  entire  new  direc- 
tion. If  terminated,  there  is  an  end  of  the  pre- 
sent difficulties.  If  a  new  direction  is  given  to  it, 
what  alteration  may  thereby  be  produced  in  the 
situation  of  our  relauons,  cannot  be  even  diviDe<i. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  put  it  home  serioiuly  to  ^nde- 
men,  whether  this  is  a  time— whether  such  is  a  sit- 
uation— whether  these  are  the  circumstane«*  in 
which  to  take  a  step  which  must  inetiubly  lead 
to  a  disruption  of  aJl  the  relations  between  thb 
country  and  Qreat  Britain  ?  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
prudent— I  believe  it  would  be  the  height  of 
madness. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  measure  could  give 
no  just  cause  of  offence.  Is  it  possible  that  gen- 
tlemen who  understand  so  well  the  temper  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  should  place  any  rdiaoce  qjkw 
that  idea  ?  Do  not  gentlemen  know  that  the  jus- 
tice of  thecauseis  theiast  inquiry  the  governments 
there  make  ?  And  can  it  be  expected  that  Great 
Britain  would  make  the  inquiry  at  all  in  a  case, 
whereshe  considers  her  national  existence  atstake; 
and  when  she  has  already  thrown  herself  upon  the 
plea  of  necessit]r  for  the  very  conduct  of  which 
we  now  complain ! 

Such  are  the  views  of  the  subject  which  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  take.  ^  They  are  views  which 
come  home  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  people 
of  this  nation.  Let  that  people  fairly  understand 
what  the  sacrifices  are.  which  we  are  asked  ta 
make  for  the  purpose  of  effectiujg  redress*  And 
let  them  then  decide  this  question.  Gentlemen 
cannot  but  know  what  that  decision  would  be— it 
would  be  affainst  their  resolution. 

For  myself,  were  I  to  vote  in  fkvor  of  the  reso- 
lution. I  Know  not  with  what  kind  of  sensations  I 
should  meet  my  constituents.  Upon  my  return 
into  the  bosom  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  instead 
of  being  hailed  with  affectionate  congratulatio&j 
I  should  expect  to  meet  their  reproach,  and  should 
add  to  it  the  most  bitter  of  all  reflections,  the  con- 
sciousness  of  having  deserved  it. 

Mr.  McCbeert — Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  ex* 
tremelv  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor^ai 
as  well  as  many  others  who  have  spoken  on  this 
question,  should  entertain  an  idea  oi^  the  carrying 
trade  so  exceedingly  erroneous  as  it  respects  us. 
Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  every  American  wts* 
sel  which  has  conee,  sugar,  or  any  other  West 
Indian  produce  on  board  is  engaged  in  what  is 
called  tne  carrying  trade?  If  our  vessels  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade,  and  which  carry  oat 
American  produce,  together  with  some  Europeai 
goods,  sell,  as  they  often  do,  for  double  the  cost, 
and  bring  back  much  more  West  India  prodaet 
than  can  be  consumed  at  home,  what  must  be- 
come of  the  surplus  ?  We  must  certainly  be  pe^ 
mitted  to  export  it;  and  although  it  is  not  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil,  it  undeniablv  is  of  our  industry, 
and  therefore  as  much  entitled  to  protection  at 
the  other. 

But  we  are  tt^d,  sir,  that^our  marehantt  are 
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o0V€riiigr  WKgerent  property,  and  to  |wore  tbfa,  a 
celebrated  pamphlet  called  ^War  in  Dngoise,^  ib 
now  quoted  on  this  ioor  as  gospel.  For  toy  part, 
air,  I  eoasider  that  prodaction  eotirel^  apocry- 
pM;  bot,  sir,  kere  is  a  production  wtich  I  al- 
ways consider  orthadpi — here  is  the  teport  of  our 
Stfcrecary  of  the  Treasury;  this  I  h»fe  examined, 
«Bd  what  docs  k  say  ?  If,  by  his  report,  wc  shall 
iad  that  the  articles  we  itnport  from  the  West 
Ifid  jes  4q  Bot  exceed  in  vakie  the  goods  bur  mer- 
chaala  send  thither,  where  will  the  author  of 
"W«r  in  EH^se"  fod  this  ao  much  talked  of 
covered  property  ? 

According  to  this  f<eport  it  apjfwiars  that  in  1804 
we  iaaported  from  the  West  Indies  iti 
Helisaoi,  gallons  6,747,366,  at  26  ^eats 

cost  there $1,436,B14 

PteMito,  lbs.  M8,648,  at  10  cents  •  66,864 

Coosa,  lbs.  1,481,664,  at  It  cents  -        -  177,787 

Coflhs,  lbs.  46,768/)89,  at  18  caHts  -  8,407^6 
fiugar,  113,434,469   Ihk,  or   1,01^464 

cwt^ait7 7,687,848 

lBaico,38a,663Ibe^  at  91  86        -        -  863,189 

Cooon,  8U>56,764  Ibs^  at  80  oeats  •  41 1,840 

BaBa>  6,888^7  faUsas^  at  60  csats      •       8^1,178 


And  we  exported  to  the  West  Indies  in 

the  same  year,  vis : 
la  American  produce  ts  the 

amoontof       •       •   ^11,266,163 
Fonign  do.     -       -       .        4,587,620 


81^71^11 


16,868,783 
Fvrfghl  and  insuanee  881       6,8(H,894 


31,189,377 


831,934 


llMld  it£ur  to  include  ft^Ki  and  insuranct. 
fer  akbovgh  a  man  vmj  sand  his  own  resael,  ano 
«and  bss  own  uaderwnter,  he  will  always  make 
alMBc  oafeolattoas  before  be  undertakes  an  ezpe* 
ditioii ;  and  cadsideriog  the  nature  of  the  trade 
wa  bave  been  carrying  on  then,  this  allowanoe  is 
verr  oaodefrnte^  And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  what 
m  there  left  of  masked  property  for  the  author  of 
^'War  IB  DisguiBe,^an4  my  Lofd  Collingwood? 
Wkf ,  trul)r,  the  mishty  sum  of  9331,0841 

But,  air,  indepenMt  of  this  statement,  whune 
» this  aaighty  sum  about  which  so  much  Ams  is 
maiie,that  we  ave  soraeniog  from  Great  Britain? 
Why,  isk  France,  no  dourbt!  And  what  does  it 
amouat  to  7  I  will  tell  you,  sir.  Our  whole  ez- 
porta  to  that  nation  in  1804,  consisting  of  our 
«wu  and  fcyreign  pvodooe,  aaaounted  to  $8,890,000. 
How,  sir,  I  do  suppose  that  most  of  the  coflTee  we 
hnipesent  thither  came  to  us  lirom  St.  Domingo. 
I  would  therefore  usk  the  author  of  "^  Wnr  in  Dis- 
fotae,''  or  any  one  dae,  whether  they  really  think 
the  black  nobiiitr  of  St.  Domingo  have  been 
aaMliag  their  prodoee,  flaasfced  under  our  flag,  io 
supply  their  rriends  m  Franca  7  The  whole  of 
thia  allegation  is  too  abstird  to  merit  a  serious 
refntution.  The  fact  is,  that  of  this  8.800,000,  we 
ruaan a  payment  in  Fvaaeh  goods  to  the  JMtteunt 


of  about  1,800,000,  and  the  residue,  together  with 
the  surplus  of  our  other  exports  to  Europe,  is  re- 
mitted to  Great  Britain  to  make  up  the  balance 
of  12,000,000,  which  our  trade  with  her  annually 
subjects  us  to.  Now,  sir,  who  has  the  best  right 
to  complain  of  us  in  this  business?  Certainly 
not  England. 

We  are  al90  4old  that  if  this  resolution  passes, 
our  etports  to  Great  Britain  wiU  be  materially 
aifected.  Although  the  resolution  does  not  go  to 
preyent  us  from  sending  our  produce  thither,  I 
will  ezamiae  that  pak*t  of  the  aiigumeot  of  ^e 
g^tleman  (Vom  Georgia  respecting  tobacco. 

The  whole  of  our  eiport  of  that  article  in 
1804,  was  83,000  hhds.,  and  rf  you  will  uke  your 
pen  and  calculate  the  population  where  this  to- 
tmcco  is  consumed,  you  will  find  they  amount  to 
about  eighty^three  millions,  which  gives  to  Great 
Britain  the  consumption  of  about  14  or  15,000 
hhds.  Now,  sir,  you  will  find  that  in  1803  wh 
exported  to  that  nation  50,000  hhds.,  and  on  am 
average  we  send  them  near  40,000  hhds.  annu- 
ally. What  is  the  consequence  7  That  bjr  send^ 
ioff  more  than  they  can  consume,  the  price  is  kept 
bdowits  intrinsic  value;  whereas,  were  we  wi^ 
enough  to  send  them  no  more  than  ther  do  coin 
sume.  the  price  would  be  always  good:  tor  it  is  an 
axiom  in  trade,  thut  when  the  medium  of  con- 
snmntion  is  exceeded,  the  price  must  fall ;  where^ 
us,  ii  the  supply  is  deficient,  it  occasions  a  com* 
petition  in  the  market,  whi<jh  never  Hails  to  raise 
the  article  above  its  real  value.  It  will  therefore 
4fe  highly  advantageous  to  the  tobacco  plantar 
that  less  of  it  goes  to  Great  Briuiin. 

On  the  subiect  of  our  revenue,  w«  are  often 
exultingiy  tdd  that  it  comes  exclusively  ofi*  the 
ihrmer  and  ^ylanter,  who  are  the  great  consumers. 
Let  us  examine  this  question. 

Our  imports  amounted  tn  1804  to  about  eighty 
millions,  whereof  fifly-six  millions  were  re^ex* 
ported.  Of  the  remaming  forty-four,  how  much 
IS  consumed  by  the  Ikrmer  aiKd  planter?  I  com- 
pute the  population  of  our  seaports  to  be  about 
one-etghth  of  that  of  the  United  Btates,  and  from 
the  luxury  and  waste,  tbe  extraordinary  con- 
sumption of  lionors,  tea,  cofi^ee,  simr,  Ac.,  dbc, 
and  even  of  salt,  of  which  I  do  believe  one  ship 
commonly  consumes  as  much  as  ten  fttrmers-^ 
that  these  towns  consume  one-third ;  which  leaves 
thirty  millions  out  of  sixty  to  the  fhrmcr  and 
planter. 

As  to  the  article  of  cotton.  It  would  appeat 
that  of  thirty-five  millions  exported,  about  twenty- 
five  go  to  Oreat  Britarin  \  and  although  I  do  not 
know  accurately,  I  believe  that  part  is  re-export- 
ed Che  same  as  imported ;  but  if  not,  it  is  wdl 
known  that  Great  Britain  must  and  will  have  it| 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  they  at  this  mo- 
naent  command  Spanish  wool  and  Frei^ch  clare^ 
they  will  find  little  difllculty  in  procuring  our 
cotton. 

I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  these 
hm  remarks  to  the  Couunittee,  because  although 
they  may  have  occurred  to  some,  I  bdiere  thsy 
have  not  to  alk 

lir.  BusBu.— Mn  Chairman,  I  will  rise  to  mnka 
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a  few  observations  oo  the  subject  bow  npder  con- 
sideration, but  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
more  than  a  few  minutes.  The  resolution  on  your 
table  is  denounced  by  gentlemen  as  a  war  mea- 
sure, but  I  cannot  discern  its  tendency  to  that 
point.  It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  we 
nave  received  from  Great  Britain  repeated  and 
grievous  injuries.  The  whole  American  people 
are  alarmed,  and  their  feelings  excited  by  the  re- 
iterated acts  of  oppression  and  insult.  A  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  told  you  that  our  constitu- 
ents have  not  dictated  any  measures;  it  is  true, 
they  have  not  dictated,  but  they  have  complained, 
and  they  look  up  to  the  collected  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  devise  a  remedy  for  the  evils  under  wliieh 
tney  are  laboring.  This  is  the  business  upon 
which  we  are  in  part  assembled,  and  it  is  the 
most  important  to  which  our  attiention  will  be 
called ;  we  should  therefore  engage  in  it  with  all 
that  seriousness  and  impartiality  which  its  im- 
portance demands.  Every  member  should  divest 
nimself  of  all  national  and  party  prejudice  when 
he  decides  on  a  question  in  which  the  interest  of 
his  country  is  so  deeply  concerned.  And  can  we, 
as  men  and  as  patriots,  tamely  submit  to  have 
our  seamen  impressed^  and  forced  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  a  foreign  nation,  and  to  have  our  com- 
merce embarrassed,  interrupted,  and  perplexed, 
and  the  property  of  our  citizens  engaged  therein 
condemned  and  made  the  property  of  the  unjust 
captors?    I  trust  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  peace  is  of  all  things  most 
desirable,  and  that  by  stopping  importation  from 
Great  Britain  we  shall  provoke  the  wrath  of  that 
nation,  and  plunge  our  country  into  a  most  de- 
structive warfare.  But,  sir,  is  this  a  trife  state  of 
the  case ?  Will  this  measure  j ustify  Great  Britain 
in  retaliating  upon  us  in  any  hostile  acts  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  1  have  an  unquestionable  right  to  em- 
ploy or  not  to  employ  any  mechanic  or  manufac- 
turer, as  my  interest  or  convenience  shall  direct; 
and  a  nation  has  an  equal  right  to  trade  or  not  to 
trade  with  another  nation,  as  it  may  suit  their  pol- 
icy so  to  do.  We  do  not  therebv  infringe  on  any 
of^  their  perfect  rights;  nay,  I  ao  not  know  that 
by  refusing  to  receive  the  products  of  a  nation  we 
do  thereby  violate  any  of  her  imperfect  rights. 
And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  nation  is  justi- 
fied in  making  war  upon  another,  unless  some  of 
her  perfect  rights  are  invaded.  Nor  is  every  ac- 
cidental violation  of  a  perfect  right  considered  as 
a  just  cause  of  war.  The  injury  must  be  repeated, 
and  every  other  mode  of  redress  exhausted,  or  at 
least  become  extremely  precarious,  before  a  nation 
can  justify  herself  in  resorting  to  force.  We  have 
suffered  an  invasion  of  a  national  risht,  but  we 
OQly  wish  to  have  recourse  to  peaceable  means  of 
redress — to  withhold  in  a  degree  our  intercourse 
with  the  nation  from  whom  we  have  received  the 
injurv.  If  we  adopt  the  resolution.  Great  Britain 
will  nave  no  petext  for  making  war.  She  will 
know  the  precise  terms  upon  which  she  can  regain 
our  trade  and  friendly  intercourse.  The  pream- 
ble will  direct  her  inquiries,  and  lead  her  to  the 
goal  whenever  she  desires  it.  She  will  only  have 
to  cease  from  doing  evil^to  respect  our  rights— 


to  do  as  she  wishes  to  be  done  by — and  an  ami- 
cable settlement  will  immediately  ensue. 

We  are,  however,  told  that  Great  Britain  will 
have  no  respect  to  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of 
nations,  or  the  principles  of  justice ;  that  she  will 
measure  the  rule  of  right  onlv  by  the  length  of 
her  sword ;  and  that  ^e  is  all-powerful  by  set, 
and  able  to  crush  us  before  her.    This  is  a  di8tre6^ 
ing  picture,  indeed ;  but  really  I  do  not  know  flut 
she  has  become  so  superlatively  corrupt^  and  I  do 
not  believe  she  has.    I  trust  she  has  some  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  lef^  and  some  regard  to  the  opin- 
ions of  other  nations.    If  I  thought  oth^wiaei  I 
should  be  disposed  to  break  off  all  intercourae  of 
every  kind,  and  withdraw  from  the  touch  of  a 
being  so  highly  polluted.    And  is  her  power  irre- 
sistible 1  I  have  had  some  experience  ot  her  power, 
and  I  see  no  Just  cause  to  be  alarmed.    The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  no  such  mighty 
reason  to  fear  her  wrath.    They  know,  from  ex- 
perience, her  power  is  not  irresistible.    They  have 
met  it— they  have  repelled  it.    I  should,  indeed, 
fear  to  give  her  just  cause  of  offence,  and  Congress 
ought  to  abstain  from  doing  any  improper  or  un- 
just act  towards  her.    We  ought  to  do  nothing 
but  what  we  could  justifv  to  ourselves,  to  our  God, 
and  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.    With  thi«  con- 
fidence, we  may  safely  trust  the  consequences  to 
the  direction  of  Heaven.    It  is  a  sound  maxim, 
that  it  is  better  to  endure  the  greatest  incooreni- 
ences  and  evils  than  submit  to  reiterated  wrongs 
and  insults.    We  have  suffered  repeated  wrongs. 
The  measure  before  us  is  justifiable  upon  every 
principle  of  the  law  of  nature.or  of  nations.    It  is 
only  necessary,  then,  to  inquire  whether  it  is  wise 
and  politic  to  adopt  it  in  the  present  form.    In 
this  inquiry^  all  our  discretion,  au  our  wisdom,  and 
aH  our  patnotism,  unfettered  by  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality, should  be  called  in  to  our  aid.    WiU  the 
measure  react  upon  Great  Britain  so  as  to  induce 
her  to  relinquish  her. unjust  claim  to  the  cafwtnre 
of  our  ships  and  release  of  our  seamen,  or  will  it 
not?    Or  will  it  produce  a  reaction  uponoarsetves, 
which  will  be  felt  most  sensibly  by  our  eitisens, 
and  by  our  Government  ?    Th^  are  the  import- 
ant and  the  only  questions  which  Ve  have  to  con- 
sider ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  fully, 
with  all  their  bearings  and  tendencies.    I  confess 
I  am  not  without  doubts  on  the  subject    That  it 
will  give  us  some  shock,  cannot  rationally  be  ques- 
tioned.   Our  revenue  will  doubtless  be  sJfected  in 
some  degree,  and  its  clear  amount  diminished,  at 
least  for  a  time.    Inconveniences  will  arise  from 
the  want  of  some  of  those  articles  of  consumpdou 
which  habit  has  rendered  agreeable  and  useful; 
but  these  evils  may  and  will  be  oheerfiilly  borne, 
if  they  will  tend  to  produce  a  great  national  good, 
and  free  our  commerce  from  those  injuries  which 
it  has  sustained  and  continues  to  sustain  from  the 
depredations  of  Great  Britain.    If  the  nunufac- 
tures  of  that  nation  are  as  important  to  her  prei- 
perity  and  strength  as  some  of  our  wisest  and  best 
informed  statesmen  have  represented,  she  will- 
she  mostr—yield  to  our  equitable  demand^  or  bring 
upon  herself  an  accumulated  weight  of  distress. 

Some  gentlemen  have  aaid  that  thia  is  an  im* 
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poper  time  to  rebct  upon  Great  Britain ;  that  she 
18  DOW  contending  with  the  most  powerful  despot 
on  earth  for  her  liberties^  and  for  her  Tenr  exist- 
ence ;  that  she  is  now  doing  that  for  the  freedom 
of  nations  which  revolutionary  France  was  doing 
some  years  ago  $  and  that  her  sensibility  will  be 
excited  by  erery  measure  which  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  affect  and  injure  her  in  her  struggle.  1 
confess  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  press  her  unrea- 
sonably at  this  time,  but  surely  it  is  not  improper 
to  call  upon  her  in  any  way  we  think  oolitic  for 
justice,  and  the  free  exercise  of  our  inaeptendent 
rights.  These  we  are  entitled  to,  and  these  she 
ou^ht  to  yield  us,  or  she  cannot  expect  our  friend- 
ship; and  this  is  the  most  suitable  time  to  call 
loudly  upon  her  for  them.  She  will,  I  trust — she 
most — gire  up  her  unjust  claima,  if  we  persist  in 
this  measure  for  any  considerable  time,  or  the  con- 
sequences will  be  more  injurious  to  her  than  any 
adrantage  her  present  conduct  gires  her. 

Ifj  howeyer,  the  resolution  now  under  oon«id- 
eration  should  be  thought  eoing  too  far,  let  us  take 
op  one  less  extensive  and  less  energetic.  A  hif  h 
degree  of  unanimity  is  ^tremely  desirable  on  this 
important  occasion.  I  am  willing  to  meet  gentle* 
men  on  any  ground  which  may  be  thought  tena- 
ble. If  a  total  non-importation  is  not  advisable, 
let  us  resort  to  a  partial  one,  and  adopt  a  measure 
embracing  the  object  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
We  certainly  ought,  and  we  must,  do  something. 
Your  table,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  loaded  with  com- 
plaints from  all  quarters  of  grievances  and  insults 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne  by  any  people.  It  is 
true,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  the 
citizens  of  this  country  have  a  very  imperfect 
and  incorrect  view  of  this  subject ;  and  that  they 
have  been  imposed  upon  and  misinformed  by  mer- 
chants, whose  cupidity  has  led  them  to  sound  the 
alarm ;  and  that,  when  they  shall  be  correctly  in- 
fbroied,  and  come  to  have  true  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  differences  with  Qreat  Britain,  not  one 
in  ten  will  be  found  in  favor  of  any  measure  in 
the  form  of  the  proposition  on  your  table.  But 
I  tmst  the  more  the  people  are  informed  on  the 
subject  of  their  complaints,  the  louder  and  the 
more  impressive  will  thejr  become.  It  is  the  in- 
juries they  observe  and  feel,  not  the  representa- 
tioBs  of  interested  men,  that  excite  in  them  the 
sentiments  they  have  expressed.  Under  these 
eircumstances,  and  amidst  the  variety  of  com- 
jilaints,  shall  we  remain  quiet?  Shall  we  con- 
trnue  in  session  four  or  five  months,  at  the  public 
expense,  remaining  deaf  to  the  cries  of  our  citi« 
lens,  and  depart  without  affording  them  any  re- 
lief 1  I  hope  not.  We  cannot  expect  to  enjoy 
the  privileges  and  advantages  of  our  independ- 
ence unless  we  firmly  and  resolutely  mainUin 
tliem.  As  an  independent  nation,  we  should  feel 
no  partialities  towards  any  of  the  European  na- 
tions, bat  treat  them  all  with  justice  and  human- 
ity, meeting  their  friendship  by  returns  of  friendly 
actions,  and  repelling  their  aggressions  by  lenient 
but  manly  firmness. 

Much  pains  has  been  taken  to  represent  our 
eem^aints  as  trivial  and  incapable  of  redress*    It 


has  been  said  that  we  are  injured  only  in  our  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  represented  as  of  little 
consequelace,  and  not  worth  the  expense  necessary 
to  defend  it.  This  appears  to  be  the  idea  which 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  G^eorgia  enter- 
tain of  the  business ;  but  the  subject  presents  it- 
self to  me  in  a  very  different  complexion.  To 
me  it  appears  far  more  important  to  the  United 
States  than  they  represent.  I  consider  it  highly 
interesting  not  only  to  our  merchants,  but  to  our 
agricultural  citizens.  If  we  should  abandon  this 
trade  totally,  our  wheat,  com,  beef,  poSrk,  and  other 
products  of  the  Middle  States,  would  shortly  be- 
come a  drug^  and  the  price  of  them  be  sfreatly 
diminished  m  our  market  towns.  Perhaps  the 
Southern  States  might  find  a  market  in  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain  for  their  cotton  and  tobacco: 
but  if  the  carrying  trade  should  be  relinquished, 
the  best  market  for  those  other  staple  productions 
of  our  country  would  be  shut  to  us.  By  carrying 
these  commodities  to  a  foreign  market,  there  ex- 
changing them  for  the  productions  of  that  country, 
and  after  bringing  them  to  our  ports,  exporting 
the  surplus  of  them  as  well  as  some  of  our  own 
producuons  to  another  foreign  country — by 
which  trade  we  are  enabled  as  well  to  sell  our 
surplus  produce,  as  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  of 
Qreat  Britain  which  we  consume.  Further, 
would  it  not  be  highly  de^ading  to  our  national 
character  to  relinquish  so  just  ami  advantaceous 
a  trade  to  justify  the  whim,  interest  or  caprice  of 
any  nation "?  If  we  permit  Qreat  Britain  to  sub- 
stantiate her  present  doctrines,  she  will  most  as- 
suredly extend  in  her  demands  and  the  strictness 
of  her  doctrines,  until  she  leaves  us  no  trade  worth 
defending,  neither  circuitous  nor  direct.  But  shall 
we  tamely  submit,  without  one  effort  to  escape  this 
degradation  ?  Shall  we  not  rather  do  what  is  in 
our  power  to  ward  off  the  evils  that  surround  usi 
The  ffentleman  from  Georffia  has  said  that  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  meet  nis  constituents  if  he 
should  give  his  assent  to  the  proposition  before 
us.  But  whatever  may  be  the  sentimenu  of  the 
people  of  the  South,  I  believe  those  to  the  £<ast- 
ward  would  be  dissatisfied  if  we  should  rise  widi- 
out  takinff  any  measures  upon  this  momentous 
subject.  They  look  for  something  from  our  hands, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  not  rise  until  we  have  devi- 
sed, and  put  in  operation  some  plan  whereby  we 
may  redress  the  grievances  under  which  our  citi- 
zens ffroan,  and  of  which  they  have  so  loudly 
compmined. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Sahtroat,  March  8. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution,  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  goods  chargeable  with  ad-valorem  duties,  com- 
monly called  the  Mediterranean  fund,  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  same  be  exclusively  applied  to  the 
augmentation  and  support  of  the  naval  force,  and 
the  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors  against 
insults  and  injuries. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SraauB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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from  the  Secretafy  of  9tat«,  aocoiapanyii^^  stale- 
meats  of  applicatioDs  oMid^to  tbe  British  Goyern- 
meot,  in  cases  of  impressment  of  Aia^tean  sear 
men,  prepared  in  obedieQoe  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  sixth  of  January  last ;  whtoh  wer« 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  oonsideration  of  a  Com* 
mUtee  of  the  whole  House  oa  the  stat^  of  the 
Union.,   The  report  is  as  follows; 

DiriBTK SKT  or  Qv^fn,  Monk  6, 1806. 

Tbe  Soeretery  of  Stale,  in  cempliaiice  wit^the  order 
of  the  Hooia  oi  Repraaentathes  of  ^e  16th  of  JaaiMiyi 
diMotinv  him  to  lay  beCire  it  **e  letum  ofthe^nniDber 
of  AmerieaQ  Mamen  who  have  been  inf  rMsed  or  de« 
tained  by  theshipsof  war  or  privateers  of  uieat  Britain, 
whose  names  have  been  reported  to  Ihe  Department  of 
State,  since  the  statement  was  made  to  the  Houses  at, 
the  last  session. of  Confess;  mentioning  the  names  of 
the  persons  impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  ships  ox 
vessels  by  which  they  were  impressed,. and  the  time  of 
the  impressment;  together  wiUi  any  &cts  and  circum- 
stances in  relation  to  the  same,  which  may  have  been 
reported  to  him:  stating  also  the  whole  number  of 
American  seamen  impressed,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  war  in  Europe,  and  including  in  a  separ- 
ate column  the  number  of  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
have  been  taken  out  of  American  vessels  coming  lo  the 
United  States  from  Europe,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit 
bsrewith  the  names  of  nine  hundred  end  thirteen  per- 
eons  whoappear  to  have  been  impressed  fiom  Ameri* 
ean  vessela,  and  whose  names  have  been  reported  to 
tbe  Deptftment  of  State  since  the  tost  stateoMni  was 
made  to  Congress;  together  with  a  discrimination  in 
the  particulars  re^pured  by  the  ordei^  excsf^  as  here- 
after mentioned. 

The,  aggregate  number  of  impressments  into  the 
British  service,  the  commencement  of  the  present  war 
in  Europe,  is  found  to  be  two  thousand  two  hui^dred 
ai^d  seventy-three. 

It  is  not  easy  to  distinguish,  with  accuracy,  how 
many  of  these  persons  were  really  not  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  column  of  remarks,  added  to  thf 
list  in  Keu  of  this  discrimination,  will  exhibit  some 
ground  for  Judging  of  the  fact 

It  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  make  a  separ- 
aito  oehimii  ibr  impressed  passengers,  as  this  descriptioa 
of  pessene  have  been  reported  to  have  been  knpreesed 
but  in  the  few  easse  subjoined. 

Itispropsrto  observe,  that  a  sssall  part  only  of  the 
period  sinos  the  last  sUtoment  thsce  was  an  sgentibr 
seamen  for  the  Leeward  islands  at  fomaiea;  the  genilsf^ 
isan  who  than  held  the  charge  having  restgnedit^  and 
aaothervwhohadbeenaraaintedto  succeed  him,  hav- 
i*g  decUned  accepting  it.  The  age^  ajmointed  for 
Antigua  having  been  absent  from  that  island  since  his 
enxMntment  in  Maw  last,  no  returns  ha?e  been  received 
from  the  Windward  islands.  From  these  circumstances 
it  is  very  probable,  that  many  impessments  have  been 
made  in  the  West  Indian  seas,  which,  though  of  recent 
date,  are  not  included  in  the  present  reports 

All  which  is  respectfriUy  submitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

A  meviorial  of  the  Corfionttoo  of  Qeomtown, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  uras  presented  to  the 
Bouse  and  read,  praying  that  the  Levy  Court  of 
the  county  of  Washington  may  be  authorized  to 
levy  and  collect  a  Ux  on  taxable  property  within 
the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  therein 
Biaiajioiied«-^RefeRed  to  thecQmmitteeappointedi 


on  the  fifth  mUBt.  on  the  petition  o£  Rohat^ 
Brent  and  others  Commissioners  of  the  LcTy 
Court,  lor  theeottutf  of  Waahinglon. 

IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS, 

The  House  again  reaolFed  itself  into  a  Com* 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  on  th4  state  of  tbeUjiio%  on 
Mr.  Qasoo's  resoUition. 

.  Mr.  Ei.i«ioT^— To  replaee  the  present  fumtieA 
upon  the  ground  which  it  originally  occupied,  to 
exfimine  it  with;a  Tiewto  its  reel  merits,, sad  its 
merits  alouf^  howoFor  hopeless  Bught  be  (hetaih^ 
would  certainljr  he  a  TAry  useful  one*  It  his  ia^ 
deed  been  considered  aa  mdioativeof  a  species  of 
madness  to  aueropt  to  stem  a  torrent  whish  is 
known  to  bf  irresistible ;  but  it  is  said  thai  tbert 
is  sometioies  method  in  madoessi  and.  there  is  al« 
ways  honor  in  a  gnUant  death  in  a  ^ooi  c%Qsa 
It  is  in  vain  toeouoeat  the  fact  that  thia  resclotiM 
is  devoted  to  destruotioa;  bat  its  suraorteneia 
something  to  their  own  feeliogSi  and  they  ovt 
much  more  u^  their  countpy.  It  will  probablf  be 
admitted,  Mr.  Chairmae,  on  both  sides  of  tiis 
House— for  it  will  not  be  nretended  that  there  are 
more  than  two  sides  upob  the  presaat  oceasioa, 
wMt^ver  confusion  of  partiee  may  son^etimss  ap» 
pear  to  exist  upon  this  floor — that  a  more  imeresi- 
mg  crisis  of  our  nationai  ooncerns  than  the  pret" 
eat,  in  reference  to  foreign  relations,  has  aot  e x^ 
isted  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Coostifntioii. 
Somieof  the  best  interests (m  otir  country  ve  at 
suhe.  But  it  \&  not  believed  by  ell  that  oar  Coqo 
stitutipn  aqd  liberties  are  invoUed  in  any  pofltiUe 
issue  of  thia  qpestion*  Before  we  e?eB  bad  a 
Constitution,  while  the  eleoaeau  of  our  poUtieal 
system  vere  almost  without  form,  and  void,  tJis 
liberties  of  this  neoide  were  safe  in  their  ova 
hands,  and  triumpnant  over  the  power  of  that  m^ 
tioe  whose  ^engeaoeej  it  is  eeid.  we  shall  profoka 
by  the  adoption  of  this  resohiuoo.  Our  CoBtH* 
tution  and  liberties  are  s^fe^  The  scene  is  not  s» 
awful,  but.  it  is  impressive.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  i^ 
owe  much  t4>  our  oonnlry.  The  friendaot  tht 
refolution  art  prepared  for  the  fate  that  aunuH  K^ 
hut  they  have  uken  their  ground  from  refle^tMir 
and  they  caunot,  they  will  not  abandon  it  sgi»*^ 
ecu viction,  until  overpowered,  as  induhitaliif^ 
will  be,  in  the  eoutest  . 

Two  classea  of  ar(fumente  are  marshaUed  la 
opposition  to  the  motion,  one  of  which  isadav«>»* 
ed  to  our  hap0H  and  the  oth^  to  our  ban*  ^^ 
our  hopes7-of  what^?  Of  honorable  asad  sajJJJ 
ful  ne|»ti{^tiont  if  thia  measure  he  abandoo^ 
Ghreat  Britain  will  do  us  justice  if  we.  ask  a  oaia 
more.  On  what  ia  this  hope  foundod  ?  I«et  oa 
not  go  too  far  back.  It  waa  said  in  ancient  tuaw 
to  be  dangerous^  and  doubtles«  it  is  dangeroa«  suUf 
to  rake  open  the  ashes  of  a  flame  not  yet  eitia- 
guished.  Do  our  hopes  repose  upon  «r^"**r 
recent  date  ?  Upon  the  long^coatinoed  >«»P^ 
ment  into  her  naval  service  of  many  of  o"^"r 
ful  oitia^ns.  citizens  entitted  to  the  same  rigwj 
with  ourselves,  except  that  they  are  "o^f.^^Jf? 
to  represent  the  people  within  these  ^?*^^_7r 
outrage  which  no  nation  but  Great  Britain  ptaj- 
tices,  and  to  whictt  no  mitioa  twt  Ainarwa  sair 
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ipiu.  Upoo  tbe  constant  int«rpo)atioa  of  new 
principlei)  dattrucuve  of  our  neatral  ri^ts,  into 
the  venenUe  code  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  na- 
tiooty  or  father  the  systematic  perversion  and  pros- 
tration, to  our  serious  injury,  of  some  of  the  most 
aflkcicd  pfinciiiles  of  those  laws.  We  can  soon 
ikmia»  this  branch  of  the  subject.  Coolly  and 
dtlibem^ely  systematic,  severe  and  unbending,  has 
tba  i^jufiops  conduct  oi'  Qreat  Britain  toward  us 
Ipng  boeo*  U«conne<^  with*  strong  measures 
on  oar  pact  we  can  discerp  no  reaaoQahle  ground 
bi  hopes  sp  flattering*  Pjrospeqts  so  idebi^ive 
hiiTe  AC  charow  fot  the  swiporters  of  the  r^i^* 
tion.  'We  i;epose  no  confidence  upon  the  iuatioe 
ami  Ubarality  of  Qreat  Britain,  further  than  aa 
thoae  Tiriues  may  correspond  wi^  her  int,eTesU 
To  that  we  wish  ta  make  an  appeal  With  my^ 
aalf  it  h^  long  been  a,  settled  opinioa,  that  she 
would  go  to  war  with  us  whenever  it  s^uld  be 
her  intereac  to  do  so^  We  wish  for  peace,  we 
mse  our  iroices  ibr  negotiation,  but  for  negotiation 
«iataio4M|  by  measurf  s  of  an  eniorgelic  and  com- 
manding ebaracter. 

The  other  dw  of  afgoDc^fiUs  is  addressed  ex^ 

I      ctoively,  permit  me,  sir,  to  say  exclusively,  to  om 

.      iiMix.    Q^tlemen'  have  talien  a  gloomy.tiew,  in- 

,     daed,  of  this  part  of  thA  sidijecju    Whue  we  can 

,      kope  nociiing,  we  must  fear  everything  from  the 

^     adoption  of  the  oo^easute.    We  shall  injure  our- 

aelvea  greatl]r,  and  Great  Britain  notatall^  we 

shall  inflict  a  deep  apd  fatal  wound  upon  tb^  ag- 

iKuliujre  of  our  country  ;.  we  shall  sacrifice  the 

i     inlerasts  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  portion  of 

the  Union,  by  provokiug  retaliation,  to  the  pre* 

,     dnsioD  of  the  only  market  for  theic  staple  comr 

,     iBOditi^  besides  suh^eting  them  tQ  the  depivar 

,     tioa  of  K>reign  manufactures  without  which  they 

eamoti  sQhsist;  we  shall  destroy  the.  most  pror 

daative  source  of  the  natiQnal  revenue ;  we  cax^ 

aoiy  aAAf  all,  support  the  system ;  we  mi|U  aban- 

4oit  it   with  disgrace^  oc  persist  ia  it  to  our 

\     iMnaetipn.    It  will  even  j)rQduce  war  with  all 

its  borroci^  and  tb^  di^nqtion  o£  the  Conetitu- 

tioD.    )t  IS  at  one  mom«ol>  ^  weak  measure,  at 

imotber  a  war  measuce,  and  sometimes  both*   Do 

wa  grt  (ovec  or  go  around  these  objections  1    Do 

wa  not  state  them  in  their  fuU  iorce,  aj»d  maet 

mem  fftirly  ?    Formidable  as  they  are.  w^  ahall 

9%Mmef^^«  tojrepd  t^m,    Q^ ^f  tbosegreat 

man  m.  .iMmm  naoderA  umea  have  been  so  justly 

pmd,  a  writer  w))pse  rare  comhinaiion  of  the 

Mpraca  of  mind*  render  him  ^  onoa  elo<ment  and 

sagacious^  has  advance  a  pr^ndplQ  which  fprms. 

an  i9xeaU^nt  cower  stone  ibr  the  superstructure  of 

^MommA  o»  wihich  th#  frienos  of  the  rfsol^tion 

mf.   Peaoa  is  the  aatural  eflec(  of  trad^    Two 

j       imMia  in  habiu  of  commetoial  intercourse  have 

laoiptocal  interests ;  if  one  has  an  interest  in  buy- 

iilgythe  other  has  an  interest  in  selling ;  andlheir 

mitiial  wants  and  interests  cement  their  union. 

The  quoution  b  not  verbsl,  but  substantial;  it  is 

from  OMmory*    Had  the  immortal  author  of  the 

ftpiriit  of  Laws  been  gifted  wijth  prophetic  powers, 

ke  eould  not  have  described  witn  more  accuracy 

the  felstive  situation  of  Great  Britain  and  the 

llaita4Swwattk«pc9aenttime.    To  prove  this 


let  us  totrn  to  the  interesting  report  of  the  SeoMf% 
taryof  the  Treasury,  just  laid  upon  our  tables. 
Here  is  the  annual  amount  of  commerce  bet weeni 
us  and  the  dominioDs  of  Great  Britain,  calculated 
on,  aji  aveiage  £9r  the  last  three  years: 

IMfOJITa. 

Ffom  Iks  deariaisns  of  Greet  Britsin  in  Bnn^  (Gtb^ 
rsltsr  sausepted)     -        -        •        -  fa7,40(M)0ft  Od 

From  the  Britiflk£Mt  indies     •       •     a^dO,Me.OO 

Fsom  the  Northern  British  cofenies  m 
Ameries       •       -       -       •       •        640,000  m 

From  the  Bri^  West  Indies  •     4*670^000  00: 

36,040,000  00 


EXPORTS. 

To  Great  Britaiii,  in  Europe,  (Gihrsltsr  excepted,)  ia^. 

eluding  dearsnc^s  for  England  and  a  market,  and 

flour  and  wheat,  which  are  not  permanent  articles  of 

exportation  to  Great  Britain,  and  including  foreigii 

merchandise  re-exported       -        -  $15,690,000  00 

To  the  British  East  Indies        *        -  130,000  Oa 

To  the  Nitfthem  British  colonies      -       1,000,000  00 

To  the  British  West  Indies      -        •       6,480,000  00 


Telel  imperts  - 
Total  ezpoopts  • 


aa,aoOj00o  00 

•B6,04a,00aM 
S9vdO0,0OOO» 

Ul,740«000  0% 


Our  sBBUSl  imports  irem  sU  the  world 

amount  to 76,316,000  €• 

Of  which  we  impart  ftom  Great  Brit^ 

ain 86^040,000  •» 


Balance  fiom/otfaer  cowstnes   • 


39,a76,e00  00^ 


Almost  half  our  imports,  therefore,  are  fiKna 
the  Biitish  dominions,  and  the  balance  of  tiada 
is  twelve  millions  ol  dollars  against  ns.  However 
inaccurate  or  iqconcliisive  may  be  the  ideas  some^ 
times  annested  to  what  is  called  the  baboon  of 
trade,  it  is  evident  t#  eommon.  sense  that  the  jm^ 
tioo  which  sells  to  another  ever^r  year  manuiae* 
tufesof  the  value  of  twelve  millions  beyond  the 
whole  value  of  the  productions  of  the  o«|ber  nation 
w^h  she  buys,  must  be  carrying  on,  in  that  pap* 
tiealar,  a  very  nrofitable  oomn^erce*  It  was  said 
by  sages,  of  old  time,  that,  whoener  Deity  detaf^ 
mined  to  dastrov,  he  first  made  mM«  !•  Oicat 
Britain  devoid  by  Providence  ta  desmietloni 
Caashe  be  so  mad*  so  outtageously  and  incosablf 
mad;,  as  fo  deprive  heeself  forevee  of  this  rary 
gaiftiul  commerce^  ift  Bovepge  fo«  our.  eseacising 
an  na^nestioQaWe  righti  in  eonsequence  of  the 
wron^  we  suffer  1  Can  her  wise  Gevermnenl^ 
for  wise  it  certainly  is,  adopt  so  strange  a  course 
of  conduet?  But.  after  all,  many  are  skeptical 
as  to  the  injury  to  be  done  to  Great  Britain.  1  am 
not  on*  of  those  who  anticipate  the  ruiaof  her 
manufaetutiag  establishments  from  this  messore^ 
and  perhaps  they  will  not  even  be  (mnlyBsd,  but 
her  manutactures  will  certainly  diBkinish  in  price^ 
and  she  will  be  under  the  neoessity  of  searcning 
out  new  ohaaerie  of  trade  by  which  to  poor 
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them  off  from  her  shores :  this  mar  be  the  extent 
of  the  injury,  but  it  will  be  sufficiently  serious 
to  induce  her  to  do  us  justice.  It  is  contend- 
ed that  the  injury  to  ourselres  will  be  incalculable. 
I  think  it  may  easily  be  estimated.  It  will  be 
nothing  more,  calculating  upon  the  continuance 
of  peace,  than  a  small  augmentation  of  the  price 
of  the  articles  which  we  shall  obtain  as  substi- 
tutes for  British  goods,  a  temporary  fall  of  the 
§  rices  of  some  of  our  own  productions,  and  a  small 
ecrease  of  the  revenue.  But  it  is  thought  by 
some  that  we  must  starre  or  freeze  in  six  months 
without  British  commerce.  Are  the  days  of  the 
Revolution  so  soon  forgotten  ?  Of  our  annual 
imports  from  Great  Britain,  of  the  value  of  about 
twenty-seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  upward 
of  twenty-six  millions  in  value,  is  composed  of 
goods  paying  duties  ad  valorem,  and  embracing, 
with  inconsiderable  exceptions,  all  the  woollen, 
cotton,  linen,  silk,  metal,  earthen,  glass,  and  paper 
manufactures,  and  only  $1,340,000  of  articles  pav* 
ing  specific  duties,  and  consisting  principally  of  salt, 
steel,  lead,  naibj  and  porter.  These,  it  is  said, 
cannot  be  obtained  elsewhere,  particularly  coarse 
woollens ;  and  we  shall  be  told  that  our  habits 
have  placed  them  upon  the  list  of  necessaries. 
But  our  habits  can  change.  Our  importations  are 
chiefly  composed  of  the  luxuries  and  conveniences 
of  apparel.  If  the  public  good  require  it,  we  may 
dispense  with  luxuries,  or  rather  our  conveniences 
may  become. luxuries,  our  necessaries  conveni- 
ences. The  truth,  however,  is,  that  we  can  obtata 
similar  articles,  or  tolerable  substitutes,  on  the 
continent  of  Burope.  From  Spain  we  can  get 
silk  handkerchiefs  and  velvets,  as  well  as  wines 
and  fruits.  From  Portugal,  not  only  fruits  and 
oils,  the  product  of  that  country  and  of ^  Italy,  but 
Lisbon  salt  in  any  quantity,  wine,  brandy,  and 
some  East  India  goods.  From  France,  wrought 
silks,  superfine  broadcloths,  calicoes,  and  chintzes, 
printed  goods,  linens,  cambrics,  lawns,  lace,  cotton 
fabrics,  rait,  writing  paper,  brandy,  wines,  and  all 
the  productions  of  Italv  and  the  Levant.  From 
Germanv,  Holland,  ana  the  north  of  Europe,  sev- 
eral kinas  of  linen,  cotton,  and  woollen  manufac- 
tures, broadcloths,  kerseymeres,  coarse  woollens. 
Russia  sheeting,  Silesiaa  linens,  cambrics,  and 
lawns,  damasks  and  diapers,  glass,  copper,  and 
some  iron  manufactures,  sheet  copper.  German 
steel,  cordage,  looking-glasses,  calicoes,  brass  ket- 
tles, and  many  other  articles.  It  is  admitted  that 
there  are  some  woollen  manufactures  in  Germa- 
ny, and  some  cotton  ones  in  France.  Almost  all 
the  countries  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  if  not 
now  manufacturers  for  exportation,  may  become 
such,  if  circumstances  make  it  (m  their  interest ; 
and  such  will  be  the  effect  of  our  refusing  to  im- 
port British  productions.  It  will  give  a  stimulus 
to  the  manufactures  of  other  countries  which 
will  produce  great  effects ;  in  the  natural  course 
of  things,  it  will  induce  those  countries  to  form 
new  manufacturing  establishments,  and  to  extend 
and  improve  their  old  ones.  Besiaes,  it  will  in- 
duce them  to  sell  to  us  a  g[reat  part  of  what  they 
now  consider  as  necessaries  ot  life,  on  account 
of  the  advance  of  pricey  and  to  lepiaee  them  by 


importations  from  Great  Britain  at  rediic«i 
prices.  This  increase  6f  the  price  of  articlea  for 
our  own  consumption  will  be  a  dtsadvantrnge^  but 
we  must  bear  a  temporary  and  partial  erU.  with  a 
view  to  ultimate  and  general  good. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  upon  the  rerenue  k 
a  subject  of  great  alarm ;  it  is  to  render  as  bank- 
rupt in  fortune  as  well  as  reputation.  The  an- 
nual revenue  of  the  United  States,  on  an  average 
of  the  three  last  years,  has  been  $11,550^000,  of 
which  $5,432,000.  are  derived  from  our  imports 
from  the  British  dominions,  and  $6,118,000  from 
our  imports  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  This  im 
certainly  a  very  serious  view  of  the  subject ;  hnt 
we  believe  that  this  measure  will  not  produce 
war,  and  of  course  that  it  will  not  paralyze  our 
commerce.    Our  merchants  will  still  be 


prising,  and  will  have  new  inducements  to  enter- 
prise ;  our  flag  will  still  wave  on  every  sea  and 
m  every  clime;  from  new  sources  and  ehanneb 
of  commerce  we  shall  derive  articles  similar  to 
those  now  imported  from  Britain,  or  tolerable 
substitutes ;  and  the  increased  price  of  those  arti- 
cles will  add  something  to  the  revenue,  while  it 
will  be  in  some  degree  diminished  by  the  general 
effect.  Gentlemen  of  great  commercial  informa- 
tion^ have  calculated  that  the  revenue  will  not  be 
diminished  to  the  amount  of  one  million ;  but  let 
us  suppose  that  it  will  be  lessened  two  miflrons, 
or  even  9^,550,000.  With  only  nine  millions  in- 
stead of  eleven  and  a  half,  it  is  certain  we  cannot 
expend  three  or  four  millions  for  the  support  of 
Government,  and  sustain  besides  the  aniraal  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions  for  the  parinent  of 
the  national  debt.  But  let  as  suppose  tne  worst, 
and  what  follows?  We  may  submit  to  the  osnr- 
pations  of  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean^  we  umv 
throw  at  her  feet  everything  but  nominal  indepen^ 
ence  and  honor,  we  may  disgrace  and  degrade 
ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  we  shall 
extinguish  onr  national  debt  in  1816, 1817,  or  1818. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  assume  a  manly 
and  dignified  national  spirit,  we  may  recall  the 
principles  and  the  habits  of  the  Revohitioa,  we 
may  arm  our  Government  with  suffieient  energy 
to  vindicate  and  maintain  our  natiottal  rights,  we 
ma V  command  respect  from  other  nations,  tad  we 
shall  extinguish  our  national  debt  in  182^  18S5, 
or  1826.  This  may  be  the  alternative  in  the  last 
resort,  bat  for  the  present  we  can  increase  the 
ratio,  and  of  course  the  quantum  of  the  daties 
which  constitute  the  revenue*  In  hard  times  we 
must  expect  to  bear  hard  burdens. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure,  we  are  told,  wdl 
throw  an  uneaual  and  unreasonable  weight  upon 
our  Southern  brethren ;  it  is  feared  that  it  will  not 
only  lessen  the  price,  but  utterly  preclude  the  mar* 
ket,  of  their  staple  export  commodities.  Her^  we 
ought  to  pause  and  reflect ;  and  if  such  an  eril 
will  flow  from  this  source,  we  ooght  to  abtndea 
the  project. 

Upon  reflection,  we  do  not  believe  that  saeh  will 
be  the  consequence.  The  two  great  artides  of 
Southern  exportation  are  cotton  and  tobacco.  The 
value  of  our  annual  exports,  for  the  three  last 
years,  to  the  dominions  or  Qieat  Britain  in  Ban^ 
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only,  kfts  been  915,690^000,  of  which  the  r»loe  of 
ooMoii  h«8  been  $5,6^,000,  and  of  tobeceo  ^,230,^ 
OOa;  both  together  $6,860,000.  DedoetiDg  from 
tlMgraeamoont  of  ^15,690000,  the  sviD4^i^,260,- 
000,  for  foreign  goods  re-exported,  we  have  913,- 
490,000  f«r  all  the  articies  of  domestie  produce, 
and  of  eoime  the  Soothers  States  furorisQ  nearly 
tvo*thirds  in  Take  of  oar  dooaestic  eKoorts  to  the 
Suiopeta  donuAwns  only  of  Qreat  Bntain.  But 
a«r  QSporta  to  the  British  coloaiee,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  consist  of  the  productions  of  the  North<- 
^naiMl  Middle  Slates ;  df  provision  and  lif«  stock, 
krioabcr,  naval  stares,  potash,  tes,  and  forein 
maiehaodiae,  acquired  by  the  earrying  trale. 
A»4  cotton  ajid  tobacco  are  now  exported  to  other 
parts  aa  well  aa  Qreat  Britain ;  the  total  annual 
value  of  the  exports  of  eottoa  being,  96,910,000, 
and  of  tobacco  #9,143^,  these  two  articles  (and 
there  ave  no  other  of  eoaae^enoe  exported  from 
the  Southern  Stales  except  rice,  which  is  compar- 
atively  of  inoonsidevable  valae)  amounting  in  the 
wbde  to  $ia,0S3X)OO,  which,  deducted  from  $39,- 
928,000,  the  whole  amount  of  exports  of  domestic 
prodnee,  leaves  $26,645,000,  for  the  exports  almost 
eoBc^veivdy  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States. 
b  ia  BOt  belieffvd  that  this  aaeasore  will  ^nt  up 
tk»  British  auffcet  for  a  raw  material  so  neees- 
mey  to  their  manufnetnres  as  onr  cotton.  A  noo- 
iaportatian  is  not  in  itself  a  ttoo^^fxportatton.  Our 
exporls  may  still  go  to  Qreat  Britain,  as  it  will  be 
her  iolerest  to  Deceive  them.  But  suppose  she 
adopts  measnies  of  retatiatbn  against  her  interest, 
aod  exelodes  them.  When  we  know  that  even 
in  the  preseDt  war  she  opens  free  porU  in  her  col- 
oaiea  for  a  partiai  commerce  with  her  enemies, 
and  when  we  are  told  that  the  French  armies  are 
aoar  elad  in  British  mann^Eietures,  can  we  doubt 
lial  the  Briitsh  Government,  with  tha«  depth  of 
eommcreial  as  well  as  national  poliey  for  which 
it  is  diakinguished,  will,  whatever  may  be  its  os- 
tenaible  nets,  open  some  indirect  <elianiiel  of  trade 
hf  wbsch  to  supply  itself  with  an  article  so  eesen* 
tial  to  the  system  of  its  mannfiietvres  ?  Besides^ 
as  I  kave  already  ebsenned,io  reference  to  import- 
atioB,  even  the  profusion  of  the  BriUsh  market 
wmiid  open  a  new  one  for  this  article  in  Fra»ee 
aod  othet  countries,  by  holdinjgf  oift  an  eoeonrage- 
BMM  Av  them  to  extend  and  unprove  those  man^ 
viMtaneofwhiehitlsrmstheMnwmatsriaL  The 
ealy  effect  «pon  the  ar tides  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
vonld  he  a  small  deerease  ef  thew  pctoe,  and  pet- 
hope  that  oftly  temporary,  and  wonid  seta  rimlkr 
ewet  he  nrodoced  upon  the  pcodnctieos  of  other 
peeteoftheUfliea?  Wodld  not  the  price  ef  the 
expectaof  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  of  our 
batter,  eheee^  dried  and  piekied  fish. 


floor,  wheat,  eom,  luafther,  and  all  ot^  articles, 
bo  afiecied?    Un^uestiottaUy.    We  hoped  this 


would  have  been  viewed  as  a  ffseat  national  q«ies« 
tioB  apaa  ^  Jfeeait  national  scale,  and  not  made  a 
loeal  one.  Bot^does  not  the  carrying  trade,  which 
we  wish  to  protect,  jpnseot  a  local  qaestton  also? 
Is  U  Bot'also  exekisirely  carried  on  by  citizens  of 
the  Northeni  and  Middle  Stales? 

U  is  said  that  tids  trade  produces  a  refenoe  of 
oolf  9860,000.   BuiwhalttlteaaKMmtef  the 
0th  Con.— 21 


trade, and  why  does  it  not  produce  more  revenue? 
The  annual  value  of  articles  of  forei^  pi'oduce 
re*exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  estimated 
at  9^^533,000.  It  produces  but  a  small  sum,  be* 
cause  It  has  been  deemed  good  pdicy  not  to  tax 
it,  but  to  cherish,  to  patronise  it,  as  a  source  of 
industry  and  proit. 

But  some  gentlemen  are  not  inclined  to  protect 
this  trade,  and  some  even  hazard  an  opinion  that 
it  is  injurious  to  the  country.  We  thought  the 
principle  advanced  by  able  writers  on  political 
ecotioroy  was  equally  settled  with  men  of  science 
and  men  of  common  sense,  that  the  amoont  of  the 
real  wealth  of  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  com* 
bined  amount  of  the  pro<kice  of  its  land  and  labor—* 
of  its  industry  upon  the  ooean^  as  well  as  upon  the 
terrajirma — and  thatfivemillionsof  dollars  earned 
in  the  carrying  trade,  the  product  of  labor  on  the 
seas,  by  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and  incor- 
porated into  the  great  stock  of  our  national  wealth, 
were  just  equal  to  five  millions  of  dollars  acquim^ 
by  the  labor  of  the  husbandman.  The  impress- 
mentof  our  seamen,  too,  may  be  viewed  as  a  local 
qaestion.  Those  uofbrtunate  men  belong  to  the 
Nortitem  and  Middle  States.  Qentlemen  seem  to 
consider  them  as  persons  of  no  character  or  conse- 
quence*-«aere  adventurers  on  the  ocean,  wander- 
ing bejrond  the  limits  and  the  powers  of  the  na- 
tional jurisdiction  and  protection.  Not  so.  They 
are  men  and  citizens ;  they  have  friends,  connex- 
ions, and  a  home,  and  are  employed  in  an  honest 
occupation ;  and  surely  the  impressment  of  thou- 
sands of  them,  in  a  state  worse  than  that  of  Afri- 
can slavery,  on  board  those  floatiop^  castles  which 
spread  terror  through  the  worid,  is  a  local  ques- 
tion of  as  much  importance  as  the  price  of  cotton 
and  tobacco.  On  this  subject  alone  the  friends  of 
the  resolution  are  prepared  to  say  that  strong  mea- 
sorcs  ought  to  be  adoptoi,  and  ought  never  to  be 
abandoned,  until  our  flag  shall  be  sufiered  to  pro* 
teot  those  over  whom  it  waves.  If  the  Amenean 
esLf^e  is  disposed  to  sink  beneath  the  ^et  of  the 
British  lion,  be  can  expect  nothing  bat  contempt 
and  ontra^e ;  but  it  is  m  his  power  to  take  a  more 
elevaied  situatton*-4o  soar  ont  of  reach — and  be  at 
onoe  secure  and  triumphant. 

Not  only  are  the  peculiar  interests  of  our  Sovtb- 
em  brethren  to  be  sacrificed  by  this  measure,  but 
it  is  to  lead  to  war  with  Qreat  Britain !  Onvrhaf 
is  this  idea  foonded?  On  the  cool,  ealcnlatiny 
charaeter  of  her  celdnmted  Minister.  It  will  be 
in  ilself  no  cause  of  war ;  it  is  a  commerdal  reg* 
ulation  merely ;  and  we  have  the  same  right  to 
adopt  it  that  Qieat  Britain  has  to  pass  those  laws 
by  which  she  imposes  greater  duties  on  the  ex- 
pertation  of  goods,  wares,  and  tnerchandiee,  to  the 
United  States,  than  are  imposed  on  similar  arti- 
cles exported  to  the  nations  of  Burope.  It  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  commercial  regulatibn-*- 
a  part  of  the  system  of  managing  our  own  concerns 
in  our  own  maaner'--and  it  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  wiH  produce  war.  Can  Qreat  Brit- 
ain wish,  at  the  preseut  moment^  to  add  to  the 
number  of  her  enemies  ?  She  is,  indeed,  ^e  soul 
of  a  powerful  coalition,  but  she  has  a  powerful 
eneiBy  to  oontead  with.    She  is  fighting,  net  the 
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battles  of  the  human  race,  $  not  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  of  Europe ;  least  of  all  for 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  of  America; 
but  for  her  own  national  existence.  Her  wooden 
wails,  like  those  of  ancient  Athens,  which  by  the 
direction  of  an  oracle  are  said  to  have  preserved 
that  celebrated  city  from  destruction,  constitute 
the  only  barrier  between  herself  and  ruin.  Are 
we  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain  ?  Not  at  all,  ex- 
cept in  war:  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 
We  love  the  British  people;  we  should  be  mon- 
aCers  if  we  did  not,  for  British  blood  flows  in  our 
yeins.  We  venerate  those  monuments  of  British 
learning  and  of  British  liberty  which  have  so  long 
adorned  the  dark  scene  of  Europe.  We  respect 
the  power  and  the  ability  of  the  British  Qoyern- 
ment,  and  we  will  respect  its  magnanimity  and 
justice  when  it  shall  respect  our  rights.  And  are 
we  the  eulogists  and  flatterers  of  France?  The 
last  task  we  should  wish  to  undertake  would  be 
that  of  adding  new  gems  to  the  Imperial  Crown 
of  the  Emperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy.  I 
•peak  for  myself  alone,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
toe  friends  of  the  resolution  have  any  peculiar 
partiality  for  Emperors  and  Kings.  We  would 
wish  to  navigate  our  political  bark  to  any  other 
port  than  that  bestrode  by  the  Colossus  of  univer- 
sal empire.  We  have  difierences  with  other  na« 
tions  besides  Britain,  but  do  we  prostrate  ourselves 
at  their  feet  1  We  wish  to  treat  nations  as  they 
treat  us ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  nations  to  pursue, 
with  success,  any  other  course  of  conduct.  We 
would  use  them  well  or  ill,  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  friendship  or  injury  we  receive.  With 
other  nations,  weaker  measures  may  succeed,  but 
the  injuries  we  sustain  from  Great  Britain  demand 
atrong  measures^  and  we  believe  the  one  which  is 
sow  proposed  will  produce  the  desired  effect.  Not 
that  we  are  hostile  to  negotiation,  but  we  wish  to 
give  to  the  instrument  of  negotiation  a  new  ton«. 
We  fear  that  if  this  measure  be  not  adopted,  no 
energetic  one  will  be;  and  that  the  report,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  it  becomes  your  duty  to  make,  on 
Ktiring  from  that  chair  every  evening,  and  yield- 
iii|;  it  to  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  *4he  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  have  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereon,"  will  continue  to  be  the  lame  con- 
clusion of  erery  day's  discussion.during  the  pres- 
ent session.  Having  done  our  duty  in  supporting 
this  resolution,  we  shall  be  as  willing  to  meet  our 
eonstituents  as  those  gentlemen  who  give  a  differ- 
ent vote.  We  wish  for  peace  j  we  are  anxious  to 
avoid  war;  but  we  cannot  submit  to  national 
disgrace. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel 
the  necessity  of  apologizing  to  the  Committee  for 
that  portion  of  their  time  which  I  shall  occupj; 
Dot  presuming  to  offer  reasons  to  others  wny 
this  resolution  should  not  be  adopted,  I  b^  their 
indulgence,  while  I  do  that  which  presents  itself 
at  the  time  as  a  duty,  to  declare  what  are  ray  rea- 
sons for  voting  against  it;  the  deep  stake  my  con- 
stituents hold  in  the  measure  is  mv  apology. 

Such  is  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  dis- 
funiioii,  spreading  itself  over  a  prodigioua  exteiity 


running  to  the  heart  of  some  of  our  most  valoaUe 
institutions,  subverting  unmeasurably  theplightel 
faith  of  the  Government,  and  overtumiog  the 
foundations  of  a  considerable  portion  of  our  rev- 
enue, that  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  trace  its 
influence  over  even  a  ramification  of  that  vast  in* 
terest  it  lays  hold  of,  much  less  do  I  pretend  to  t 
view  of  the  whole  ground ;  but,  imperfect  as  that 
comprehension  is,  it  takes  in  much  mors  thaa 
sufficient  to  fill  me  with  fear  and  trembliog  for 
its  consequences. 

We  have  heard,  during  the  last  three  days  of 
the  present  discussion,  a  great  deal  said  about  die 
spirit  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  demands  enei* 
getic  measures.  Sir,  I  ask  the  gentlemen  who 
urge  this  as  an  argument,  if  there  had  been  as 
much  pains  taken  to  apprize  the  nation  of  its  true 
position  with  €h-eat  Britain  as  there  has  beeato 
alarm  it,  whether  its  anxiety  would  not  have  beet, 
at  least  by  this  time,  quieted?  If  gentlemen, 
standing  in  such  a  responsible  situation  to  their 
constituents^  as  they  do  upon  this  floor,  had,  in- 
stead of  urging  war  measures,  spoke  out  the  msia 
language  of  truth,  that  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's last  despatches.  Lord  Mulgrare  had  aceedai 
to  his  request  to  enter  upon  an  examiaation  of 
the  dispute  between  the  two  Governments,  whe- 
ther they  would  now  venture  to  represent  dM 
spirit  of  the  nation  as  excited  in  every  part  of  the 
continent?  I  presume  not.  But  whence  do  chey 
learn  that  this  spirit  is  ao  excited  7  It  is  true  we 
have  received  spirited  resolutions  from  two  towns 
in  Virginia,  and  a  few  well-written  memoriab 
from  a  few  merchants  at  a  few  of  the  seaport 
towns  refuting  the  Britisth  doctrine;  bat  what 
else  do  they  say?  At  Baltimore  they  beliere 
^*  redress  for  the  past  mav  be  found  in  amieshle 
explanations."  From  Philadelphia  youare^^ 
upon  for  a  naval  force  for  the  West  India  station. 
Why?  To  defend  their  trade  to  St.  Domingo,  1 
suppose,  for  that  appears  to  be  the  pith  of  the  m^ 
morial.  The  merchants  of  New  York  pled^ 
themselves  to  support  *'  all  measures  adapMl^  ^ 
serving  to  themselves  the  rigkt  to  judge— not  socn 
measures  as  may  be  adopted  by  Congress.  From 
Boston  "a special  mission"  is  reoommended.  Toe 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem  tell  yon^to^f 
wish  to  take  no  part  in  the  contests  which  now 
convulse  the  world."  Where  else  than  fro©  »»• 
documents  do  gentlemen  fiad  the  spint  of  the 
nation  ?  Certainly  not  fiona  the  Cabii^t  <!' 
from  the  Executive,  for  if  it  were  good  aiw^ 
to  talk  about  what  we  hear  out  of  this  noose, 
they  have  no  such  wiahes.  Is  it  £iir  then  ^'^ 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  bf  attributing  tbtt 
to  the  nation  which  perhaps  it  does  sot  leelf 
which  it  certainly  would  not,  if  it  were  fttUf  •?* 
prizefi  of  its  situation  abroad,  and  which  the  oi^ 
moriab  on  your  table  do  not  speak?  Does  tK 
resolution  provide  for  '^amicable  explaottioni, 
for  a  "special  mission,"  for  a  squadron  en  ^ 
West  India  siation  ?    No  such  thing,  sir.    ^^ 

In  arguing  this  subject  it  is  material  ^f*^ 
tain  what  is  the  true  cause  of  our  prestot  disp'^w 
with  Great  Britain,  and  to  what  extent  it  gow* 
i  say  eauat  oi  dia^iey  baeauae  it  ntrikas  me  wh 
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hftd  not  tbe  present  difficalty  arisen,  her  insults 
offered  io  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  were 
IB  train  for  amicable  adjustment,  and  will  be  ar- 
ranged when  the  present  uaeasiness  shall  be  qui- 
eu-d.  It  cannot  be  unknown  to  gentlemen  that 
an  iorestigatioo  of  that  subject  was  o early  com- 
pleted, and  in  &ct  would  have  been,  but  for  the 
nastf  departure  of  our  then  Minister  from  the 
Court  of  St.  James. 

It  ia  taken  for  granted  that  the  present  aggrava^ 
tions  origioated  in  her  attempts  to  cramp,  say  de- 
stroy, ifgentlemen  like  it  better,  our  carrying 
trade.    This  is  the  grand  piyot  on  which  the 
whole  machinery  of  national  honor,  and  dignify, 
mnd  wrongs,  and  insults,  are  made  to  turn.    Y^ 
sir,  this  carrying  trade  which  Spain  and  Portugal 
ooee  shared,  but  could  not  retain;  which  Holland 
attempted  to  monopolize;  whiohVan  Trompand 
De  Ruyt^  fought  for,  but  which  she  was  obliged 
to  relinquish;  this  carrying  trade  is  the  bone  of 
contention  for  which  the  sweat,  the  blood,  the 
lires  and  fortunes,  of  the  American  people  are  to 
be  lavished  in  maintaining.    And  what  is  this 
carrying  tradel    Is  it  anything  different  from  a 
partial  rijght,  which  but  a  very  small  part  of  the 
community  can  enjoy,  which  but  a  small  portion 
of  that  part  do  improve  ?    Is  it  not  a  right  which 
18  Still  problematical — whether  the  exercise  is  of 
real  national  utility  ?    There  are  many  who  be- 
llere  it  has  been  of  no  solid  advantage  to  Great 
Britain  herself,  notwithstanding  she  has  possessed 
a  omeh  greater  share  of  it  than  any  other  nation. 
Certainly  it  has  been  the  cause  of  several  long 
and  ruinous  wars  to  her,  and  if  we  look  back  a 
little  upon  our  own  experience  we  shall  see  it  has 
been  the  germ  from  which  has  sprung  all  our  dif- 
lieiilties  with  that  Qo  vera  meat  since  the  com- 
iBeocement  of  a  political  hurricane — the  French 
Revolution.    Since  that  period  our  commerce 
has  become  a  rival  of  increasing  strength  with 
that  of  Great  Britain,  and  finding- it  to  grow  in 
this  branch  above  competition  to  the  exclusion  of 
hers,  she  has  commenced  a  system  to  counteract 
it,  aad  has  commenced  it,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saving  mildly,  to  what  it  will  progress,  if  we  drive 
her  to  it.    Gentlemen  are  surely  not  unmindful  of 
the  aotameable  pride  of  that  Ministry ;  they  caanot 
foci^t  that  it  is  formed  of  men  who  never  do  acts 
of  agjgression  by  halves,  and  who  feel  no  other 
rastratnu  than  those  of  power.     National  rights, 
lojuriea.  and  insults,  are  not  graduated  on  the 
B^^  at  their  policy.    The  only  inquiries  with 
them  are,  Can  we  gain  by  the  war?  Is  this  the 
time  to  strike  the  first  blow  with  the  most  effect  ? 
I  need  not  gire  an  instance  of  this  fact.    If  Great 
Britain  ever  had  waited  for  a  just  cause  of  war, 
that  is.  when  she  wished  for  it,  we  might  console 
oaraelires  with  our  safety  in  agreeing  to  this  reso- 
locloii ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  she  never  did, 
aiftd  io  mv  opinion,  with  her  present  Minister,  she 
uewer  wnL    Do  gentlemen  then  wish  for  war? 
Huir  is  it  possible  they  can  believe  that  this  meas- 
ase  wiU  not  produce  it  ?    Sir,  I  wouhl  rather  vote 
for  war  than  for  the  resolution,  and  indisputably 
it  would  be  the  better  of  the  two  evils,  because 
nader  (iie  oparatioa  of  the  fcsolatioa  Great  Brit- 


ain can  amuse  you  with  negotiation  till  she  had 
completed  her  precautionary  measures,  and  would 
then  break  it  ofi^  or  what  is  worse,  commence  the 
war  first,  and  make  that  the  denouncement  to 
your  peace  Commissioners;  whereas  the  reverse 
would  be  the  effect  under  a  prompt  declaration  of 
war.  Here  we  should  strike  the  first  blow.  She 
holds  upwards  of  920,000,000  of  your  public  debt. 
Her  merchants  and  capitalists,  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  to  the  contrary  bv  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsvlvaaia,  (Mr.  J.  Ci.at,)  I 
belie ve,t  have  additional  enormous  sums  in  this 
country ;  if  you  suffer  these  to  slip  through  your 
fingers,  )[on  may  as  well  whistle  as  attempt  to 
mucean  impression  upon  her  afterwards.  I  knoW| 
sir^  the  Treaty  of  1794  bars  this  measure ;  but 
this  Committee  are  not  now  to  learn  that  Great 
Britain  herself  has  given  frequent  proofs  that  the 

Sarchments  of  peace  have  no  influence  over  the 
eeds  of  war;  the  order  of  the  day  would  be  to  do 
each  other  the  most  harm,  and  we  certainly  should 
not  be  so  squeamish  as  to  be  restricted  by  tbe  pro- 
visions of  a  treaty,  which  never  ought  to  have 
been  made,  from  inflicting  the  worst  punishment 
upon  our  enemy.  But,  sir,  neither  of  these  meas^ 
ures  need  be  resorted  to.  If  gentlemen  will  only 
delay  the  decision,  and  they  appear  very  much 
disposed  to  do  so,  just  time  enough  for  (air  discus- 
sion, they  will  see  that  this  resolution  goes  to  the 
destruction  of  the  sreat  mass  of  the  community, 
to  the  entire  sacrifice  of  the  whole  of  the  agri* 
cultural  interest  to  the  probable  advantage  of  a 
small  portion  ot  the  commercial  world.  There 
cannot  be  a  clearer  position  than  this;  the  whole 
of  the  agricultural  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  part  of 
the  mercantile  interest.  A  trade  which  must  be 
supported  by  such  means  is  not  worth  preserringj 
it  IS  in  no  way  reciprocal,  and  never  can  be  car- 
ried on  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  nation, 
while  its  circumstances  are  so  desperate  as  to  in* 
volve  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  country. 

Is  it  fair  to  draw  a  comparison  between  this 
favorite  branch  of  commerce,  to  support  which 
the  whole  energies  of  the  nation  are  to  be  held  io 
requisition,  and  the  other  branches  ?  What  does 
it  yield  to  the  revenue  ?  The  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasury,  eagle-eyed  as  he  is,  has  searched  tha 
whole  record  through,  to  the  last  page,  and  has 
not  been  able  to  discover  more  than  $850,000  per 
annnm.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  thus  to  relin- 
quish the  sources-— to  cut  up  by  the  roots  tha 
supplies  to  GK)vernment  of  at  least  (6,313,000  to 
preserve  (850,000?  To  say  nothing  about  the 
immense  disadvantage,  the  causes  of  such  con- 
duct should  be  most  cogent  and  necessitous.  Are 
there  any  such  causes?  To  men  whose  minds 
are  inflated  with  those  high  notions  of  honor  and 
dignity  which  have  been  the  burden  of  every  war^ 
speech  to  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  maintain 
which,  poor  John  Bull  has  waded  up  to  his  eyes 
in  national  debt  and  national  mif*ery,  there  may 
be  such  causes;  but  to  men  of  plain  understand- 
ing, who  measure  the  quantum  of  national  honor 
and  dignity  abroad  by  the  degree  of  national  happi- 
oessand  virtue  at  home,  and  who  understand  noth- 
ing more  or  less  by  these  terms  than  blood  and 
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tctares  tm  tft«  p^|)Ie,  th«re  hare  been  no  such  causes 
oSleted.  Sir,  I  will  never  vote  to  ))lunge  this  nation 
into  a  war— I  belieye  this  resolation  to  be  nothinp^ 
short  of  it— to  preserve  the  foreign,  nartiai  privi- 
leges and  advantages  of  any  set  or  men,  or  the 
separate  interest  of  any  description  of  the  com- 
mmiity  whatever.  By  war  we  ean  gain  nothing ; 
we  have  everything  to  lose.  Many  years  should 
roll  over  us  before  we  adroit  more  than  one  cause 
of  war,  when  negotiation  has  been  exhausted. 
I'here  is  a  line  round  thie  country,  which,  when 
tfespassed  on,  should  burst  the  faculties  or  every 
man's  soul  into  hatred — should  kindle  all  the  fiery 
particles  of  his  system  into  a  flame  of  vengeance 
and  redress.  It  is  upon  such  an  occasion,  when 
the  whole  mass— when  the  people  are  invaded^  we 
should  think  of  war ;  not  when  a  few  merchants 
&id  themselves  hampered  by  foreign  commercial 
regulations.  There  are  other  remedies  for  this 
disease.  War  is  worse  than  the  disease  itself.  I 
spurn  the  thoug^ht  of  relinquishing  any  one  ri^^ 
of  our  fellow-citizens.  I  only  wish  to  show  that 
this  is  not  the  measure  best  calculated  for  the 
present  injuries;  and  am  I  therefore  an  enemv  of 
the  merchants  ?  A  hatred  of  war  measures  does 
not  involve  the  idea,  but  I  freely  declare  I  am  not. 
There  are  many  among  them  whom  I  respect  5 
some  I  love;  and  when  such  permanent  commer- 
cial regulations  shall  be  proposed,  as  shall  secure 
to  the  teerchant  his  rights  and  privileges,  without 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  nation,  I  will  then 
prove  as  fViendly  to  his  interest,  as  I  possibly  can 
DC  on  any  other  occasion,  to  any  separate  interest 
whatever. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  resolution,  because, 
when  you  have  deprived  the  Government  of  the 
revenue  which  is  derived  from  the  importations 
contemplated  to  prohibit,  I  know  not  how  the  de- 
ficiency is  to  be  made  good.  Gkntlemen  who 
hate  digested  this  subject,  perhaps  may.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  fVom  what  source  they  will  secure 
to  the  nation  the  permanent  appropriation  of 
$8,000,000  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
How  will  they  eflect  the  disbursements  of  the 
civil  and  the  pension  lists  ?  How  pay  the  army  ? 
How  support  the  navy  7  j;  A  very  important  item, 
sir.)  That  navy  upon  which  has  been,  and  still  is 
squandered  such  enormotrs  sums  of  money,  that 
evea  the  Secretary  himself  cannot  tell  what  it  will 
cost  to  repair  a  single  frigate ;  that  navy,  for  the 
support  of  which  the  expenditures  for  the  last 
year  exceeded  the  estimates  by  at  least  sixty  per 
cent.;  that  cttrious  navy,  indeed,  which  costs  less 
to  keep  the  whole  in  service  than  a  part — fbr  such 
is  made  to  appear  by  the  report  of  estimates  and 
details  of  expenditures  on  the  table. 

When  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  have  done 
this— when  they  have  provided  for  the  ordinary, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  on  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Government.  One  party 
are  determined  to  fortify  New  York,  where  im- 
mense sums  have  been  already  expended ;  New- 
port must  not  be  forgotten,  for  there  too  has  been 
a  scene  of  prodigious  follv  and  extravagance;  Bal- 
timore is  not  safe;  Norfolk  is  exposed;  Charles- 
ton ia  in  danger.    I  have  a  letter  in  my  pocket, 


from  the  Governor  of  South  Oarolina,  Wfaieh 
ttates,  that  there  is  mounted  upon  the  ruined  for^ 
tiflcations  of  Charleston  but  one  gun,  and  that  is 
a  four-pounder  ou  a  crazy  carriage.  At  one  tiin«, 
you  hear  that  your  ports  and  harbors  must  be  fbr^ 
tified ;  at  another,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  a 
death  warning,  your  Navy  must  be  augmented. 
In  the  name  of  God  !  where  is  all  the  money  to 
come  from?  Is  that  single,  solitary  million,  about 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  to  do  all  this?  I 
believe,  and  I  trust  there  will  be  a  majority  with 
me,  that  neither  of  these  measures  are  neeessftry 
if  you  Will  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  just  to  your- 
selves, prudent  and  moderate  to  otiiers.  I  wonW 
rather  ask.  Why  are  all  these  extravagances  to 
be  blundered  into  ?  Are  gentlemen  determined 
on  war?  If  so.  let  them  speak  manly  and  out- 
right — aud  then  we  shall  understand  each  other— 
but  I  suspect  notj^considerinpr  the  quarter  the  reso- 
lution came  from.  Why,  then,  all  this  rashness, 
all  this  eagerness  to  rush  into  the  mischiefs  which 
hastened  the  ruin  of  the  former  Administration ; 
and  into  war  measures^  wiien  peace  is  as  desirable 
now  as  it  ever  was,  and  is  as  easily  maintained  ? 
The  nation  is  prosperous  and  happy,  to  a  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happipess  the  annals  of  the 
whole  world  bear  no  analogy.  Is  it  prudent,  is  it 
wise,  is  it  expedient  to  tear  up  the  foundations  of 
all  tnis  prosperity  and  happiness,  when  they  are 
not  even  threatened  by  the  rough,  the  unhallowed 
hand  of  war  ?    God  forbid ! 

Take  the  British  rule,  enforced  lately  in  its  great- 
est latitude.  It  does  not'afifect  the  exportations  of 
your  own  {)roducts,  in  the  least,  nor  your  imports 
for  domestic  consumption,  or  the  expoi^tation  of 
the  surplus  of  that  trade,  except  as  to  the  regula- 
tions of  reshipment.  Those  branches  of  com- 
merce remain  as  free  and  as  unshacklecl  as  fbr- 
merly.  What  is  the  comparative  importance  of 
the  carrying  trade  with  these?  Their  interests 
run  parallel  with  the  otber  great  interests  oT  the 
community,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  that 
the  vibration  of  a  stroke  on  one,  is  sensibly  f^t 
by  all  the  rest.  But  this  other  branch,  this  cany- 
ing  trade,  carries  no  principle  of  reciprocattoo 
with  it,  but  is  entirety  confined  to  the  few  mer- 
chants who  embark  in  it.  In  what  degree  are  the 
general  interfets  of  the  nation  affected,  bytlie 
right  which  that  honorable  gentleman  firOM  Biaa- 
sachusetts  (Mr.  CaowNUVstfiELn)  has,  of  lading 
his  ship  at  Batavia  with  cotton,  and  carrying  tt 
round  to  Canton  u|>on  freight  ?  So  fair  as  it  fieUa 
him  a  profit  I  rejoice,  and  Willi  to  maintain  the 
right  for  him ;  mit,  certainly,  not  at  the  expenae 
of  the  lives  Mid  fortunes  or  the  whole  people, 


especially  when  they  are  no  sharers  with 

We  have  witnessed,  and  sorely  felt,  the  injustice 
and  deliberate  robbery  of  Great  Britain  on  a  fttf^ 
mer  occasion,  to  a  tenfold  greater  degree  of  im- 
portance than  the  preseiit,  yet  she  retracted  her 
errors,  and  made  us  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
injuries.  Shall  we  take  the  saihe  important  stand 
now,  upon  a  less  important  occasion,  than  we  did 
then  ?  I  hope  not,  sir.  At  any  rate,  let  us  go  to 
this  work  with  clean  -hands.  Brfore  we  attempt 
t  to  coerce  Great  Britain  imojuattce,  we  shofdd  aet 
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ker  «o  entinple  of  iL  Is  there  asy  geBtldman  hi 
tkit  House  pre|Mircd  to  say  our  merehants  have 
not  gtveo  some  caa^e  of  affgression  ?  Have  they 
never  been  detected  covering  eneniieB'  property  ? 
Is  it  reasonable  to  believe  there  is  active  Ameri- 
can capital  enongh  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  France, 
Spaio^  Holland,  and  our  own  besides  ?  I  presume 
not,  s>r.  We  should  look  well  to  our  own  acts 
before  we  commence  war  upon  another  nation  for 
its  in  justice  towards  us. 

t  cannot  vote  for  this  resolution.  I  believe  it 
calculated  to  produce  mater  injuries  than  are 
jkow  complained  of^  and  not  redress  for  those  al- 
ready committed.  I  should  abuse  the  indul^noe 
of  the  Committee,  to  show  that  Qreat  Britain 
wo«U  00  to  war  with  ^ou,  rather  than  remain  at 
^aaee  under  the  opemtioii  of  a  law  bettomed  on 
this  reMlntioa.  There  ia  no  ncoposHion  ckarer  to 
my  mtod.  Ic  would  be  equally  a  loas  of  time,  to 
fvor#  thart  neaee  is  the  true  interest  of  tilis  ooun^ 
ety;  the  whole  nation  attest  it.  Will  you  ou^ 
fflige  chat  general  sentiment  by  adopting  fliemeas- 
ttrea  least  caleiiAated  to  procnre  a  <^hange  of  her 
injuatitel 

The  influence  of  this  resolution,  if  agreed  to, 
wifi  be  iacalcnlable.  Thtmsands  of  tnnocent  per- 
eofts  most  iaevhably  lall  sacriflces  to  ita  enormous 
pre«ure.  It  will  throw  convulsions  over  the 
wfrole  body  politic.  It  is  to  aroid  these  convul- 
atona,  to  8(iare  the  spasms  necessarily  resnltinr 
herefrom,  to  every  neighborhood  in  the  United 
States,  that  I  vote  against  k* 

What  will  be  its  operation  on  the  banking  in* 
terest  7  Sir,  if  it  coiud  annihilate  the  whole  sys- 
eeaok  if  it  eonkl  eraser  very  fragment  of  its  massy 
watlBy  wiHiout  tearing  4own  others,  I  would  re- 
jok^}  for  I  bdieve  tlie  very  system  to  be  a  national 
enrae,  ereethig  the  most  peiteat  poMtfcal  engine 
against  ttie  freedom  of  our  instimtions  that  can 
be  deviaed.  But  this  is  impossible.  The  mercan- 
tite  world  is  so  enveloped  in  bank  influence,  that 
they  feel  a  run  on  the  banks  as  they  would  a  shock 
of  electricity.  There  are  established  within  the 
United  States,  not  less  than  eighty  banks,  which 
keep  afloat,  certainlv,  at  least  flty-five  millions  of 
paper  dollara.  Will  gentlemen  venture  on  a  line 
of  policy  which  shall  promptly  slop  such  an  im- 
OKnae  cicoulaung  representative  of  specie  with- 
4iiit  prevkrna  cooaert,  without  previous  notice? 
hiidiipMtobly,  the  merchnnC  woura  be  the  first  vic- 
tim; brnthn^eatioelianWonld  net  slop  wkh  htm, 
•or  enn  any  gentleman  sav  where  it  would  stop, 
£>r  merchants  are  so  much  like  bricks  which  little 
4K>ya  set  up  in  rows  for  their  amasemeot,  knock 
cme  down  and  th^y  all  go.  When  a  merchant 
Haila,  all  within  the  vortex  of  his  endorsements 
and  his  interests  fail  with  him. 

I  mean  not  to  be  presumptuous.  It  is  with  great 
diflideace  I  ask,  What  would  be  the  effect  of  a 
course  of  conduct  like  this(?  Let  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  declare,  in  a  manljr  and  dig- 
Btfiad  manner,  what  are  the  rights  of  citizens  of 
tkiB  eountry  which  they  are  determined  to  main- 
tain* Let  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
seqtiested  to  open  a  new  negotiation  with  the 
Crouri  of  St.  Jamei^  and  ia  addition  to  such  rep- 


resentations as  he  shall  think  proper  to  make,  to 
lay  this  declaration  before  that  Court,  together 
with  such  conmiercial  regulations  as  may  be 
adopted.  The  commercial,  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  that  country,  understand  so  thoroughly 
their  connexion  with  this,  it  is  reasonable  to  bf^ 
lieve  that  their  inflneoce>  which  is  admitted  to  be 
very  sreat  with  the  Ministry,  will  induce  it  to 
tread  back  those  steps  of  wanton  and  unprovoked 
injuries  they  have  made  upon  our  fellow  oitizeps, 
and  to  which  their  own  sense  of  justice  might  not 
otherwise  lead  them. 

I  cannot  refrain  fVom  entreating  the  attention 
of  the  Commiitee  to  an  act  which  passed  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  at  the  special  influence  of 
that  particular  description  of  merchanjts  who  are 
now  loudest  in  their  complaints.  It  is  dated,  22d 
February,  1805.   The  second  section  leads  thus : 

'<That  it  shall  be  htwfhl  for  9aaj  ship  or vsvel  n> 
pioosed  with  any  goods,  wares,  et  merchandise,  brought 
m  her,  and  which  shall,  in  the  manifest  deliveied  t6  Ifae 
ooUeotor  of  ike  customs,  be  r^nnrted  as  destined  or  in- 
tended for  any  Ibreign  port  or  plaoa^  ftom  the  district 
within  which  snch  ^p  or  vessel  shall  arriTo^  to  such 
ibieigB  port  or  place,  without  paying,  or  securing  the 
p^ment  of  anv  duties  upon  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chan^se,  as  shall  be  actuaUy  re-exported  in  the  said 
ship  or  vessel,"  dtc 

From  thianct  may  be  fairly  dated  the  British 
doctrine.  Not  content  with  the  then  facilities  of 
their  carrying  trade,  with  whick  they  were  grow- 
ing wealthy,  thev  must  have  them  increased ;  they 
grew  covetous  ot  the  small  duty  the^r  paid  to  Qov- 
ernment  for  the  neutral  character  it  gave  their 
cargoes ;  they  were  unwilling  that  the  poor  day- 
laborer  who  unloaded  and  reladed  their  vessela 
should  paruke  of  the  blessings  of  this  trade,  thejr 
grasped  at  that  pittance  too.  Is  it  to  beexpected^ 
sir,  that  we  shall  thus  extend  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, with  which  we  are  always  clashing  with 
Qreat  Britain  and  she  will  sit  still,  an  idle  specta- 
tor? Here,  then,  the  merchants  understand  me. 
The  carrying  merchants,  and  their  friends,  have 
dished  up  their  own  injuries.  For  one,  I  am  dn- 
terminea  not  to  work  out  their  salvation  at  the 
expense  of  everything  dear  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  BiowBLL.— Mr.  Chairman:  I  came  into 
the  House  this  morning  with  an  intention  not  to 
trouble  you  with  any  observations  on  the  inter- 
estinfi;  subject  which  has  been  several  days  under 
consideration ;  and  I  do  not  now  intend  to  enter 
into  a  discnssion  of  the  particular  meatvre  pro- 
posed in  the  resokuion  on  yoar  tabla  But  the 
debnte  has  taken^och  a  eonrse  that  1  am  indnoed 
to  request  your  attention,  a  fesT  minntea  to  the 
extraordinary  view  which  has  been  exhiUted  of 
our  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 

Agentlemati  from  Oeorgta  (Kr.  Eahlt)  yes- 
terday told  us  that  a  general  ahnrm  had^  iddeed 
pervaded  the  nation,  respecting  our  relations  witfc 
Great  Britain ;  but  it  had  been  excited  by  illco^• 
rect  views  of  the  state  of  the  dispute,  end  wheA 
the  subject  should  be  fairly  explained  and  ^'g^^ 
understood,  the  alarm  would  subside.  He  aadedi 
that  the  carrying  trade,  out  of  which  our  dlflfer- 
ences  have  grown,  is  of  little  value  and  &ot  wot- 
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thj  of  oational  protectioD.  The  same  oplDion, 
in  substance,  was  expressed  on  a  former  day  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  J.  Randolph,) 
and  you  have  just  heard  it  repeated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
liams,) who  last  addressed  you. 

I  agree  with  these  c^entlemen  that,  in  order  to 
determine  what  Legislative  measures,  if  any,  are 
necessary  to  be  adopted,  it  is  important,  in  the 
first  place,  to  understand  the  true  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  controversy  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments; and,  as  their  understanding  of  it  is 
rery  different  from  mine,  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
accompany  me  in  a  concise  review  of  it. 

The  injuries  complained  of  are -all  on  one  side, 
and  are  entirely  without  provocation.  Great  Bri- 
tain has  no  cause  of  complaint  against  us ;  our 
Government  has  been  conducted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  her  no  occasion  for  offence. 

The  claims,  on  our  part,  relate  to  tWo  classes 
of  injuries— the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and 
the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels  en- 
-  gaged  in  a  neutral  trad«.  The  acts  thus  com- 
plained of  as  injuries,  are  undeniable  facts.  It  is 
'Certain  that  Great  Britain  does  impress  our  citi- 
-jsens  and  compel  them  to  serve  on  board  her  ships 
of  war ;  and  that  she  does  also  seize  and  condemn 
Teasels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
nnd  their  cargoes,  being  the  hcnafidt  property  of 
American  citizens,  not  contraband  of  war,  and 
not  proceeding  to  places  besieged  or  blockaded, 
under  the  pretext  of  their  being  engaged  in  time 
•f  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies,  which  was 
not  allowed  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Against  these  injuries,  our  Executive,  through 
the  proper  organ  of  negotiation,  has  offered  re- 
peated remonstrances,  and  made  a  determined 
Rtand  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
the  two  great  points  in  dispute.    They  were  in 

general  terms  communicated  to  us  in  the  Presi- 
ent's  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  more  particularly  in  his  subsequent 
Message  of  the  17th  of  January,  to  which  i  be^ 
leate  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Committed.  It 
is  in  these  words: 

«<  Inmy  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
•pening  of  their  present  sesdon,  I  submitted  to  their 
attention,  among  other  subjects,  the  oppression  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation  by  the  irregular  practices  of 
armed  vessels,  public  and  private,  and  by  the  introduc- 
'tion  of  new  prrndples  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals, and  unacknowledged  bv  the  usage  of  nations. 
The  memorials  of  several  bodies  of  merchants  of  the 
United  States  are  now  communicated,  and  will  devel- 
Ojpe  Aeae  principles  and  practkea  which  are  produ- 
«mg  the  most  rumous  effects  on  our  lawful  oommeacce 
and  navigation. 

*^The  right  of  «  neutral  to  carry  on  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bel- 
Kgerent,  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  (with 
the  exception  of  blockaded  ports  and  contraband  of 
war,)  was  believed  to  have  been  decided  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  by  the  sentence  of  their 
Commisrioners  mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that 
and  other  questions  of  difference  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages 
awarded  by  them  against  Clreat  Britain  ft>r  the  infrac* 


rioBs  of  that  right  When*  thereftme,  it  vras  pared«al 
that  the  same  principle  was  revived,  with  others  more 
novel,  and  extending  the  injury,  instructions  wsit 
given  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Unite! 
States  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  remonstrances 
duly  made  by  him  on  the  subject,  as  will  appear  by  the 
documents  transmitted  herewith.  These  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  partial  and  temporary  suspension  only,  with- 
out any  disavowa]  of  the  principle.  He  has,  there- 
fore, been^instructed  to  urge  tlus  subject  anew,  to 
bring  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of  reason  and  to  iniiat  on 
rights  too  evident  and  too  important  to  be  surreodered. 
bi  the  meantime  the  evil  is  proceeding,  under  idjiidi- 
cations  founded  on  the  principle  which  is  denied.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  the  subject  presents  itself  lir 
the  consideration  of  Congress. 

<'  On  the  impressment  of  our  aeunen,  our  remoD- 
stranoes  have  never  been  intermitted.  A  hope  extrted^ 
at  one  moment,  of  an  arrangement,  which  might  haie 
been  submitted  to,  but  tt  soon  passed  away,  uA 
the  practice,  thouf^  relaxed  at  times  in  the  dietsat 
seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those  of  ov 
neighborhood.  The  gprounds,  on  which  the  redsoii- 
tions  on  this  subject  have  been  urged,  will  appear  in  aa 
extract  from  instructions  to  our  Minister  at  London, 
now  communicated." 

The  instructions  here  referred  to,  interestin|^  a3 
they  are.  need  not  at  present  be  brought  into 
view.  But,  to  show  the  precise  points  in  dispute, 
you  will  permit  me  to  read  the  paragraph  respect- 
ing each  of  them,  from  the  official  and  able  re- 
monstrance presented  by  Mr«  Monroe,  oar  Miais^ 
ter  at  the  Court  of  London.  On  the  subject  of 
our  neutral  trade,  he  states  to  Lord  MulgraTe,the 
British  Secretary  of  State,  that 

"  The  vessels  condemned  wave  engaged  in  a  co» 
meroe  between  the  United  States  and  some  port  a 
Europe,  or  between  those  States  and  the  West  ladis 
islands,  belonging  to  an  enemy  of  Great  Britain.  la 
the  European  voyage  the  cargo  consisted  of  ^V^ 
ductions  of  the  colonies ;  in  the  voyage  to  the  "WeA 
Indies,  it  consisted  of  the  goods  of  the  Power  to  vrhkh 
the  colony  belonged,  and  to  which  the  ship  wai  dee* 
tined.  The  ship  and  cargo  in  every  case  were  the 
property  of  American  citizens,  and  the  cargo  had  been 
landed,  and  the  duty  on  it  paid  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  decided  that  these  voyages  were  continvoo^ 
and  the  vessels  and  cargoes  were  condemned,  on  tbs 
principle  that  the  commerce  was  illegaL  I  b^  ti^  f^ 
ier  more  espedally  in  this  statement  to  ^e  case  of  t^ 
Easex,  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Vie^-Adf 
miral^  Court  at  New  Providence,  in  which  the  Loidi 
Commissionen  of  Afqpeal  established  this  doctrine*" 

Here  is  the  new  principle  which  Great  BriujBi 
throuffh  the  organ  of  her  Admiralty  Coorfe,  *• 
rected  by  the  Nlinistry,  has  interpolated  intober 
law  of  nations,  and  which  Mr.  Monroe,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  instmctioM 
from  the  Executive,  has  met  with  a  firm  and 
manlv  remonstrance.  This  is,  then,  the  point  on 
which  issue  is  joined  between  the  two  ^^^^ 
ments.  The  question  relates  to  the  carriage  of 
cargoes,  which,  though  of  foreign  production,  arc 
the  bona  fide  property  of  American  citizens,  on 
board  American  vessels.  It  has  no  relation  to 
goods  belonging  to  foreigners  shipped  in  Ameri- 
can bottoms.  That  was  once  a  controverted  point, 
but  it  is  at  present  entirely  oat  of  the  quertiot. 
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Dahog  oor  Revolutionary  war,  the  United  States, 
as  mm  as  the  Northern  rowers  of  Europe,  made 
eff:>rts  to  introduce,  by  conventional  arrange- 
Bieats,  the  doctrine,  that  free  ships  should  make 
iree  goods — that  the  property  of  belligerents  might 
be  carried  on  board  of  neutral  bottoms,  free  from 
seizure  and  search.  Great  Britain  refused  to  ad- 
nil  the  principle.  By  our  treaty  of  1794,  it  was 
solemDly  renounced  on  our  part,  and  has  never 
since  been  resumed.  It  would  not  now  indeed  be 
so  important  as  formerly,  for  then* the  capital  of 
our  merchants  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them 
generally  to  be  owners  of  the  cargoes  carried  in 
our  Tessels.  Our  ^mercantile  capital  not  being 
equal  to  our  tonnage,  it  was  an  object  with  our 
ship-owners  to  carry  the  cargoes  of  other  nations, 
especially  of  belligerents,  on  freight.  That  freight- 
ing trade  has,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased.  We 
are  no  longer  mere  freighters  for  loreigners,  but 
have  become  the  carriers  of  foreisra  as  well  as 
native  produce,  on  our  own  capitiQ,  and  for  our 
pwa  account.  This  is  now  the  general  character 
of  oor  earryin|[  trade. 

There  are  mstances^  no  doubt,  although  com- 
paratively few  of  them,  of  the  <>irriage  of  prop* 
erty  belonging  to  foreigners  in  American  vessels, 
oa  freight.  There  may  be  cases  of  fraudulent 
attempts  to  cover  belligerent  propertjr  under 
American  names,  with  a  view  to  give  it  an  ap- 
parent neutral  cnaraeter.  Such  cases  have  oc- 
curred. There  always  have  been,  and  so  long  as 
human  nature  continues  depraved,  there  always 
will  be,  frauds  committed  in  every  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  among  every  description  of  men.  The 
covering  of  property,  owned  by  belligerents,  un- 
der American  papers,  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
articlea  produced  in  roreign  countries,  his  equal- 
ly applicable,  and  probably  as  often  in  fact  ap- 
-fiiea,  to  the  productions  of  the  United  States.  It 
IS  as  practicable,  for  instance,  and  the  temptation 
is  as  strong  to  conceal  under  American  names  and 
papers,  a  cargo  of  Virginia  tobacco  or  Pennsyl- 
vania flour,  purchased  here  hj  a  French  or  Span- 
bh,  or  Dutch  merchant,  or  his  factor,  as  it  would 
be  to  ^ve  such  neutral  appearance  to  a  cargo 
consisting  of  the  produce  of  any  of  their  colo- 
nies. In  either  case,  our  laws  give  no  encour- 
agement or  protection.  We  are  not  called  upon 
to  extend  the  protecting  arm  of  Government,  and 
if  we  were,  we  should  be  under  no  obligation, 
and,  1  presume,  should  feel  no  inclination  to  in- 
terpose. No,  sir,  the  nersons  commencing  such 
frauds,  in  common  witn  all  other  violators  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  left  to  suffer  the  consequen- 
ces of  their  conduct.  Their  property  is  liable  to 
iSorfeiture)  suph  cases,  however,  are  not  within 
the  question  pending  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  although  the^  have  been  art- 
fdllj  or  knorantly  confounded  with  it,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  claim  asserted  bv  our  Qovernment. 
That  claim,  as  Mr.  Monroe  nas  correctly  stated 
ity  embraces  only  the  bona  fide  property  or  Amer- 
ican citizens,  carried  in  American  vessels. 

The  adjudications,  as  reported,  and  as  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Monroe,  are  bottomed  oa  the  principle 
that,  although  the  property  is  Americani  and 


therefore  neutral,  yet,  as  it  was^  produced  in  an 
enemy's  colony,  and  is  proceeding  to  the  mother 
country  of  that  colony,  or  vice  vena^  either  di- 
rectly or  after  an  importation  into  the  United 
States^  with  an  intention  of  re-exportation,  the 
trade  in  which  it  is  so  carried,  not  having  been 
allowed  to  us  by  the  belligerent  in  time  of  peace, 
as  it  is  in  time  of  war,  is  an  illicit  trade,  as  it  re- 
spects Great  Britain,  and  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
engaged  in  it,  therefore,  liable  to  be  seized  and 
condemned. 

In  some  cases,  the  fact  assumed,  as  the  ground 
of  condemnation,  that  the  trade  was  not  allowed 
and  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  true.  It 
can  be  proved  from  authentic  documents— the  offi- 
cial statements  from  our  Treasury  Department- 
founded  on  the  custom-house  returns,  that,  with 
some  of  those  countries,  we  did  carry  on  an  im- 
portant export  trade,  in  a  time  of  peace,  before  the 
present  war.  In  those  cases,  our  Qovernment  there- 
fore may  deny  the  fact,  as  well  as  the  principle  on 
which  the  condemnations  have  been  founded. 
For  the  correctness  of  this  observation,  gentlemen 
are  referred  to  the  official  statements  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

But  the  principle  of  the  adjudications  cannot 
be  admitted.  The  reason  alleged  in  support  of 
it  is,  that  such  a  trade,  in  time  of  war,  although 
not  in  articles  commonlv  considered  contraband, 
nor  with  places  besieged  or  blockaded,  is  benefi- 
cial to  the  belligerent,  and  increases  his  means  of 
war.  Their  reasoning  goes  beyond  their  rulSi 
and  is  equally  applicable  to  other  cases,  to  which 
it  has  not  yet  been  applied.  The  ;whole  trade  be- 
tween a  bellifferent  and  a  neutral,  even  in  articles 
produced  in  uie  country  of  the  latter,  is  beneficial 
to  the  former.  It  adds  to  his  ability  to  prosecuts 
the  war ;  and  may,  therefore,  for  the  same  reason, 
be  interdicted  bv  an  opposite  belligerent.  The 
principle,  carried  through,  will  deny  us  the  trans- 
portation, not  merely  of  the  produce  of  belligw- 
ent  countries,  but  the  whole  of  our  exports  and 
imports  to  and  from  those  countries,  including  the 
produce  of  our  own.  It  aims  a  mortal  blow  at 
our  carrying  trade. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Great  Britain 
is  acting  upon  a  systematic  calculation,  and  with 
a  design  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
She  calculates  upon  oor  local  interests,  our  party 
divisions,  and  a  continued  opposition  to  our  Qot- 
ernment,  to  disable  us  from  uniting  in  any  efiectual 
counteraction  of  her  measures.  Under  an  impres- 
sion that  our  {l^ecutive  will  not  be  efiectually 
supported  in  the  position  he  has  assumed  against 
her  claims,  she  has  taken  this  first  step  in  her  sys- 
tem to  ascertain,  by  the  experiment  how  much 
we  will  bear,  and  how  far  she  can  safely  go  in  ap» 
plying  her  new  principle.  If  we  submit,  if  we 
do  not  make  it  her  interest  to  stop,  she  will  pro* 
ceed  in  her  encroachments,  as  surely  and  as  steads 
ly  as  time  advances. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says,  we  had  bet- 
ter sacnfice  our  carrying;  trade  than  our  agricul- 
ture. Indeed,  he  thinks  it  a  question  whether  that 
trade  is  not,  upon  the  whole,  injurious  rather  than 
advantageous  to  us,  in  a  national  view.    I  agrea 
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with  tba(  gentleman  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  in  one  point— ^tbe  superior  importance 
of  agriouitnre.  It  is,  in  my  estimation,  the  most 
important,  the  primary  interest  of  the  United 
Btatcs,  oottsiderM  in  relation  either  to  the  num- 
bers employed  in  it,  or  the  utility  and  necessity 
9f  their  employment.  This  is  true  of  the  United 
States  as  a  nation.  I  beliere  it  is  also  true  of 
«Tery  particular  State.  I  am  sure  it  is  of  that 
with  which  I  am  best  aeqnainted^^mv  own  na- 
tive State.  It  is  emphatically  so  of  the  district 
which  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent  on  the  fioor 
^this  House;  for,  like  the  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
tinia  and  Georgia,  I  stand  here  as  the  representa- 
tive of  an  agricultural  district.  My  constituents, 
most  of  them,  are  proprietors  and  cultivators  of 
tha  soil.  Bht,  sir,  I  am  confident  that  I  truly  rep- 
ftsent  them  in  declaring  the  opinion,  that  agrioul- 
tore  and  commerce  are  inseparably  connected  and 
mutually  dependent.  Their  connexion  and  de- 
pendence grow  out  oi  the  natural  situation  and 
oireumstances  of  our  country,  and  the  immemo- 
rial usage  and  habits  of  our  people.  The  God  of 
HttTen  has  here  joined  them  together,  and  it 
would  be  not  less  impious  than  impolitic  to  at- 
tempt'to  disjoin  them  and  set  them  in  hostile  ar- 
lay  against  each  other.  There  is  no  cause  for 
tttoh  an  unnatural  hostility,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
^very  rational  motire  for  reciprocal  assistance 
mod  support.  .Sir,  the  produce  of  our  farms,  be- 
yond ottr  own  consumption,  must  perish  on  our 
hands,  or  rather  there  would  soon  be  no  such  sur- 
plus produce,  if  there  were  no  commerce  to  car- 
fT  it  to  foreign  markets,  and  to  bring  us,  in  return, 
tne  productions  of  other  countries,  whidi  we  want 
•i^  they  can  spare.  This  is  the  vety  end  of  com- 
meroe.  Such  a  commercial  exchange  multiplies 
the  comforts  and  increases  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

The  average  •nnual  produceof  the  United  States, 
beyond  what  w«  consume  ourselves,  according  to 
the  late  Treasnry  statement  of  our  exports,  amounts 
in  value  to  about  forty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
aarried  to  market  chiefly  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
in  our  own  vessels,  not  a  tenth  part  of  our  im- 
ports or  exports  being  now  shipped  in  foreign 
Dottoma.  By  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants, 
these  native  exports  are  carried  to  every  part  of 
the  habitable  eiobe  that  is  open  to  our  trade.  We 
thus  have  the  benefit  of  a  choice  of  markets,  which 
ve  would  not  have  were  our  commerce  more 
timited,  as  it  certainly  would  be,  if  it  were  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  instead  of  our  own  enterpris- 
ing citizens.  Our  produce,  thus  exported,  is  mar^ 
ktted  wherever  the  greatest  demand  for  it »  found. 
It  is  not.  it  cannot  be,  generally  sold  for  specie. 
It  must  be  exchanged  for  the  productiofis  or  nmn- 
i^ctures  of  the  respective  countries  where  the 
aales  are  effected.  If  they  were  limited  to  specie, 
•r  even  to  such  articles  of  barter  as  must  be  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  the  sales  would  ne- 
e^nasily  be  less  advantageous,  and  the  market 
pricesof  our  own  produce  proportionably  lower. 
The  commodities  received  in  exchange,  coasti- 
Aute^  the  return  carco.  When  it  arrives  here,  it 
is  as  lawluliy  and  nonestly  the  property  of  the 


importing  merchant,  and  as  truly  the  objeet  q€ 
letfal  protection  and  tree  disposal  as  if  he  had  him- 
sdf  raised  it  out  of  the  soil,  or  purchased  it  frem 
the  farmers.  But  the  demand  for  home  consomp- 
tion  may  be  already  supplied  by  other  similar  im- 
portationsy  or  the  cargo^  may  not  be  adapted  to 
our  market.  In  that  case  it  must  either  be  lost 
or  re^xpcMTted  to  a  for^fn  market,  and  there  di»- 
posed  of  for  cash,  or  in  exchange  for  other  artioles 
of  comuAetce^  The  importations  into  the  Untied 
States,  as  stated  by  the  SeereUry  of  the  Treasurj, 
amount  to  seventy-six  millions  of  dollars  a  Y^^ 
comparing  them  by  the  scale  on  which  the  ad 
vaioretn  duties  are  calculated,  that  is,  by  adding 
from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost 
and  oharffes;  but,  reckoned  according  to  thek 
cost  and  charges,  their  amount  is  sixty-seven  mil- 
lions. Of  these  imports*  it  appears  that  tweoty- 
eight  millions  and  a  halt  are  re-exported,  and  the 
residue  consumed  among  us*  This  re-exportatioa 
of  imported  articles  is  connected  with  Che  sake 
of  our  native  exports,  and  indeed  gfows  o«c  of 
them.  By  wa  v  of  remittance,  it  is  also  conaected 
with  the  purchase  of,  and  payment  for,  the  im- 
ports which  are  consumed  in  the  United  Slates, 
it  is,  in  short,  an  esaential  link  in  the  chain  otwm 
commerce.  It  is  a  fair  and  valuable  part  of  oar 
carryin|f  trade,  and  not,  as  has  been  represented, 
a  "mcUtious  interest,"  a  **  mercantile  lungos,"  n 
<*  fraudulent  speculation."^ 
^^  Whatever  may  be  the  suggestions  of  theory,  it 
is  too  late  to  think  seriou3y  of  introducing  tlie 
Chinese  policy,  and  withdrawing  omr  cititfens 
from  all  commercial  pursuits.  The  Umtrd  States 
are  not  a  mere  "land  animal,"  to  use  the  figiutt* 
tive  description  of  the  gentleman  from  Yiiyima, 
but  a  water  animal  also.  Our  people,  from  their 
colonial  infancy,  have  always  been  e  mercantile 
as  well  as  an  agricultural  people.  If  commctee 
was  not  oiiginalTy  their  natmral  em^oyment,  kMt 
has  ^iven  it  the  force  of  second  nature.  Before 
our  independence^  the  restraints  imposed  on  the 
trade  of  the  colonies,  by  the  operation  of  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  act  formed  one  of  the  sources  of 
our  complaint,  ana  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  regulation  of  foteij^  commerce,  not 
being  provided  for  under  the  Articles  of  CoDfedep- 
atioa,  was  one  of  the  principal  objecta  for  whielt 
a  convention  was  called,  and  the  Federal  Gensti- 
tion  framed  and  adopted. 

The  design  of  the  Cons^tution,  as  expressed  in 
the  preamue,  was,  among  other  things,  **  to  pit>- 
vide  for  the  common  ddence  and  promote  the 
general  welfare ;"  not  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
either  farmers,  or  merchants,  or  mechanics,  or 
sailors,  or  any  other  class  of  oitizeas  alone ;  biut 
for  the  general  welfare  of  all  classes,  whedier  ad 
sea  or  on  land ;  not  fbr  the  defence  or  agriculMre 
or  manufhctures  only,  but  for  the  common  defonce 
of  aU  our  national  interests,  including  conuaeRe 
among  the  rest.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
fair  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

The  g^entletnan  from  €kor^  has  told  us,  that 
this  subrect  bears  upon  local  interests;  that  it  is 
itself  a  local  question,  and  is  to  be  so  considered 
aad  decided.    I  am  eensihle  there  ere  local  iiii«- 
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e^ts,  and  tbey  sometimes  influeoce  our  deiibera- 
Uons.  I  was  never  more  sensible  of  their  exist- 
eaee  or  their  influeooe,  than  during  tbe  present 
^iacassioa.  I  think  I  can  discern  their  operation 
fiB  that  gentleman's  opinions  and  arguments;  and 
he  majT,  perbaps,  perceive  them  in  mine ;  for  it  is 
vaio  to  boast  of  exemption  from  such  prejudices. 
But,  sir,  let  us  obey  tbe  injunction  of  tbe  Consti- 
UKAon,  and  the  dictate  of  duty.  Liet  us  endeavor 
to  ^uard  against  those  localities  and  competitions 
of  Milerest.  Let  us  take  a  fair  view  of  the  whole 
ground,  and  bestow  tbe  national  protection  upon 
agricultttre  and  commerce  in  proportion  to  their 
relyMive  degrees  of  im|)ortanoe.  I  am  aware  that 
tbe  latter  is  not  susceptible  of  the  same  perfect  de- 
Sc«M«  as  the  former,  because  one  is  within  our 
ovim  exclusive  iurisdiction,  and  the  other  is  on 
tbat  element  wnich  is  the  common  jurisdiction  of 
mil  aatioss.  It  is,  nevertheless,  entitled  to  a  rea- 
aowiUe  protection,  adapted  to  its  nature.  That 
portion  of  it  which  is  now  attacked,  is,  in  the  laa^ 
goace  of  the  Executive,  "too  important  to  be  sur- 
rendered." There  is  no  need  of  a  surrender.  By 
proper  reflations  commerce  will  furnish  the 
means  of  its  own  protection. 

Tke  eecoad  pound  of  oomplaint  against  Great 
Britain  is,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

In  addition  to  tne  President's  communication  on 
t^  subject,  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
xttidf  I  might  here  introduce  tbe  conclusive  argu- 
SMiit  contained  in  the  instructions  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  our  Minister  at  London.  But 
ist  is  nanecessary,  as  that  interesting  document  is 
in  the  bands  of  every  member.  Yet  I  cannot  for- 
bear calling  your  attention  to  one  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Monroe's  remoastranoe : 

**  On  the  topic  of  impressment,  bowever,  the  motive 
is  mote  urgent  In  that  line  tbe  rights  of  the  TJnited 
dcatefl  have  bean  so  long  trampled  under  foot,  and  the 
feefiogs  of  homani^  in  respect  to  the  sufferers,  and 
&e  bonor  of  theb  Government  even  in  tbeir  own  ports, 
so  often  outraged,  that  the  astonished  world  may  begin 
to  doubt  whether  the  patience  With  which  these  inju- 
ries have  been  borne,  ought  to  be  attributed  to  gener- 
ous or  unworthy  motives ;  whether  the  United  States 
merit  the  rank  to  which,  in  o^er  respects,  they  are 
justly  entitled,  among  independent  Powers,  or  have 
already,  in  the  very  mom  of  their  political  career,  lost 
UmIt  energy  and  become  degenerate.  The  United  States 
aie  not  msensible  that  their  conduct  has  exposed  them 
1o  sa^  suspicions,  thoagfa  they  well  know  that  they 
kava  not  deserved  them*  Tbejr  are  aware,  frtmi  the 
madUtitf  in  the  persoas,  tbe  manners,  and,  aboive  all, 
tbe-idanlity  of  the  lan^aage,  which  is  common  to  die 
people  of  botb  nations,  that  the  subject  is  a  difficult 
one;  Hiey  are  equalty  aware  to  Great  Britain  also  it  is 
m  Aslicate  ene^  and  they  have  been  vnlling*  in  sedung 
ae  arrangement  of  this  important  interest,  to  give  a 
proof;  bj  the  mode,  of  their  very  sincere  desire  to  cher- 
mk  the  relations  of  friendship  with  her.'* 

In  this  remonstrance^  Mr.  Monroe  has  spoken 
Boc  only  the  language  of  our  Government,  but 
also  the  sentiments  of  every  considerate  true 
Ajnerieaa. 

That  cruel,  that  abominable  practice  of  im- 
pressment, in  contempt  of  our  uaintennitted  re- 
momtrancts,  has  been  repeated  and  continued  and 


increased,  and  is  still  increasing*  There  is  no 
prospect  even  of  relaxation.  Impressments  are 
now  multiplying  faster  than  ever  oefore.  They 
are  connected  with  our  other  cause  of  complaint, 
the  infriingement  on  our  neutral  trade;  for,  when 
a  vessel  is  condemned,  or  detained  for  trial,  it  fur- 
nishes an  opportunity  and  a  pretext  for  impressing 
tbe  men  thus  thrown  out  ot  employment.  Sail- 
ors are  likewise  taken  out  of  any  of  our  vessels  in 
Europe,  and  the  West  Indies,  in  our  coasting 
trade,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors, 
while  pursuing  their  lawful  business  of  carrying 
to  maraet  the  lumber  and  fish  of  Massachusetts, 
the  beef  and  pork  of  ConnecticuiL  the  flour  of  the 
Middle  States,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  rice 
and  cotton  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  other 
exports  of  the  United  States,  or  imports  from 
abroad.  The  number  of  these  unfortunate  sea- 
men has  arisen  to  an  alarming  amount.  Though 
we  have  not  yet  received  an  official  statement, 
which  is  expected  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  it 
is  understood  that  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand names  have  been  returned  to  that  Depart- 
ment, accompanied  with  proofs  of  their  American 
citizenship ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  list  is  ne- 
cessarily a  very  partial  one.  Man^  poor  fellows, 
impressed,  perhaps,  when  no  American  witnesses 
were  present,  transferred  from  ship  to  ship,  or  re- 
moved from  one  station  to  another,  have  probably 
not  jret  found  an  opportunity  of  making  any  com- 
munioations  to  their  friends^  and  through  them  to 
the  Department  of  State.  There  can  be  very 
little  doubt  that  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
our  seamen  in  the  British  Navv,  serving  under 
impressments,  to  man  at  least  nve  ships-of-the* 
line.  They  are  not  only  withdrawn  n-om  our 
service,  but  made  the  instruments  of  aiding  one 
belligerent  nation  in  prosecuting  their  war  against 
another.^ 

American  citizens  may  be  voluntari^  engaged 
in  British  employment,  by  land  and  sea,  and  Brit- 
ish subjects  may  be,  and  unquestionably  are,  vol- 
untarily employed  on  board  our  vessels,  in  our 
shops,  and  on  our  farms.  That  is  a  kind  of  inter- 
course which  is  not  forbidden.  It  is  common 
among  nations,  and  cannot  be  a  just  cause  of  of- 
fence, or  of  imMessment,  by  way  of  retaliation. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  afraid,  have  imbibed  unrea- 
sonable prejudices  against  our  seamen.  Some  of 
them,  undoubtedly,  are  profligates  and  renepadoes. 
Such  characters  are  found  among  all  pro^ssions 
and  denominations.  But,  in  general,  our  sailors 
are  a  hardy,  honesty  brave,  generous,  though  im- 
provident race  of  men.  Many  of  them  are  young 
men  J  from  respectable  families,  in  the  seaports 
and  inland  towns.  Others  have  families  of  their 
own,  as  dependent  on  them  and  as  dear  to  thc^, 
as  ours  are  to  us.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  gene- 
rally opulent.  If  they  were,  they  would  be  above 
tbe  necessity  of  venturing  on  the  stormy  element 
for  a  livelihood.  It  is  admitted  that  tbey  are  poor  ; 
but,  is  their  poverty  a  sufficient  reason  for  pottinf^ 
them  out  of  the  national  guardianship?  Their 
occupation  is,  indeed,  a  bumble,  a  hazardous  onej 
but  It  is  as  lawful  and  as  honest  as  that  of  the 
j(armer  in  his  field,  or  the  mechanic  iu  bis  sbop. 
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They  are  our  fellow-citizens,  and  have  as  fair 
a  claim  for  public  protectiou,  as  we  oursel7e8  can 
have. 

On  a  late  occasion,  when  two  or  three  hundred 
of  them  fell  into  the  naods  of  the  Tripoli  tans,  the 
sensibility  of  the  nation  was  touched  in  every 
nerve.  All  branches  of  the  Government  partook 
of  the  national  spirit.  Extra  expenses  were  im- 
mediately incurred  on  their  account.  Yes,  sir ; 
you  laid  a  new  tax,  an  addition  of  two-and-a-half 
per  cent,  to  the  impost,  on  all  articles  charged 
with  ad  valorem  duties.  That  additional  tax  was 
cheerfully  paid  by  our  fellow-citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  redeeming  their  brethren  from  captivity. 
An  extraordinary  naval  armament  was  sent  to  the 
Mediterranean.  The  services  of  our  heroes,  by 
sea  and  by  land,  were  exerted  ^nd  their  exertions 
were  crowned  with  success.  The  captives  were 
ransomed,  and  returned,  with  tears  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  to  their  country,  their  families,  their 
friends,  and  their  business.  The  whole  nation 
rejoiced  at  the  event.  Is  there  any  member  of 
this  Committee,  who  did  not  participate  in  the 
general  joy  ?  Is  there  any  American  who  does 
not  feel  proud  of  this  spirited  interposition  of  our 
€k>vemment?  What,  let  me  ask,  was  the  occa- 
sion? The  captivity  of  three  hundred  of  our 
seamen.  And  shall  we,  then,  be  passive,  and  do 
Dothinff,  when  ten  times  that  number,  of  the  same 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  engaged  in  the  same 
occupation,  are  forced  into  a  worse  than  African 
bondage  ?  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
any  of  these  sufferers,  or  their  connexions,  living 
remote  from  the  usual  places  of  their  habitation 
and  resort.  Probably  most  of  us,  from  our  situa- 
tions in  life,  are  unconnected  and  unacquainted 
with  them,  and  have  not,  therefore,  a  very  lively 
sympathy  for  their  sufferings.  But,  to  bring  their 
case  home — let  every  one  suppose  he  had  among 
them,  a  son,  a  brother,  a  friend,  or  a  neighbor, 
suddenly  seized,  while  pursuing  his  lawful  employ- 
ment, interrupted  in  his  plans  of  business,  ruined 
in  his  affairs— not  only  prevented  from  returning 
but  even  writing  to  his  friends — confined  in  a  float- 
ing prison,  obliged  to  labor  without  hope  of  re- 
ward ;  subjected  to  a  discipline  naturally  rigor- 
ous, and  rendered  more  intolerable  by  his  reluct- 
ance to  submit ;  treated,  perhaps,  with  daily  in- 
sult, liable  to  the  blows  ana  lashes  of  an  unfeeling 
boatswain ;  and,  what  is  worse^  if  possible,  com- 

Selled  to  expose  his  limbs  and  his  life  in  battle,  to 
ght  for  his  oppressor,  against  nations  with  whom 
neither  he  nor  his  country  has  any  cause  of  war ; 
remembering,  in  his  intervals  of  relaxation,  re- 
membering, with  painful  contrast,  the  freedom  of 
his  native  land  and  the  endearments  and  delights 
of  home,  still  hoping  to  be  released  through  the 
interposition  of  our  Government;  but,  m  the 
meantime,  enduriofi^  all  the  anxiety  of  suspense. 
I  know  not  how  others  feel,  but,  jfor  myselfj^I  de- 
clare, were  I  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of 
making  a  choice,  I  should  prefer  a  Tripol^an  or 
an  Alpine  captivity, to  an  impressment  on  board 
m  British  man-of-war.  Sir,  I  am  not  describing 
to  yon  an  imaginary  scene.  Thousands  of  such 
oaaes  actually  exist.    This  is  a  serioui  fact,  of 


which  the  world  are  now  witnesses.  In  the  face 
of  the  nation,  it  b  officially  made  known  to  u, 
and,  with  the  other  sul^ect  of  national  complaint, 
expressly  submitted  to  our  eonsideratioD.  We 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  against  them.  We  cannot 
any  longer  be  ignorant  of  them.  We  caotlot,  in- 
deed, avoid  acting  on  them ;  for,  in  the  existing 
circumstances,  even  to  do  nothing,  would  be  act- 
ing. It  would  be  virtually  surrendering  dioae 
rights  which  the  President  is  insisting  on  as  ^  too 
evident  and  too  important  to  be  surrendered."  Ic 
would  be  deserting  him.  on  the  national  gronnd 
which  he  has  taken,  and  on  which  he  ought  to  be 
supported  by  the  nation  and  the  States,  and  erery 
private  citizen.  It  is  a  common  cause.  Not  only 
our  honor,  but  our  interest  is  essentially  concern- 
ed. With  Great  Britain,  too,  it  is  a  questioa  of 
interest.  She  has  occasion  for  our  sailors,  to  maa 
her  fleets  and  fight  her  batdes.  She  wants  oar 
neutral  property  for  the  double  purpose  of  depriv- 
ing her  enemies  of  the  benefits  of  commerce,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  supplying  herself  with  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war.  She  wiH.  therefore,  pro- 
ceed, until  we  convince  her  it  is  tor  her  interest 
to  desist. 

It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  ad- 
dressing you  at  this  time,  to  examine  the  merits 
of  the  proposition  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee, or  any  other  particular  measure  proposed 
on  the  subject,  but  simply  to  take  a  view  o£  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain,  and  our  obligation  to  give  the  Rxecutire 
some  efficient  co-operation.  The  President  is 
performing  his  duty  of  negotiation,  and  for  a 
faithful  performance  of  it^  he  is  responsible  to  the 
nation.  In  the  meantime,  he  has  left  it  with  the 
Representatives  of  the  States,  and  of  the  people^ 
to  determine  what  legislative  measures,  if  anj, 
shall  be  adopted,  in  aid  of  his  exertion^  and  m 
support  of  our  neutral  rights.  On  Congress,  then, 
on  each  House,  on  every  individual  member,  so 
far  as  the  influence  of  one  vote  extends,  now 
rests  the  solemn  responsibility  of  this  determina- 
tion. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  mU 
again. 

Monday,  March  10. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  on  the  petition  of  the  representative  of 
Caron  Beaumarehais,  which  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tiM  Union,  on 
Mr.  Gregg's  resolution. 

Mr.  Cl^rk. — A  sense  of  duty,  prevailing  over 
personal  inclination,  compels  mie.  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  onder  con- 
sideration. The  measure  now  under  discnssioa 
appears  to  me  to  involve  the  best  interests  of  oar 
country;  the  prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  lib- 
erties of  America  tremble  before  it.  In  the  hands 
of  the  reeolutioa  are  contained  the  issaes  of  life 
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and  death,  and  it  would  be  eriinhial  Id  me  not  to 
throw  in  my  mite  to  rescue  our  eommon  couatrv 
from  the  impendtDff  danger.  The  course  whien 
I  shall  take  will  diner  in  some  degree  from  that 
pursued  hj  those  who  hare  spoken  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  draw 
aof  marked  discrimination  between  the  ▼ar3ring 
interests  of  the  country,  or  inyidious  distinctions 
between  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests. 
I  think  they  are  so  essentially  united,  that  one 
cannot  fidl  to  the  ground  witneut  tumbling  the 
other  headlong  into  ruins.  I  shall  consider  the  sub- 
ject relatively  to  its  general  policy,  and  whether, 
on  the  principles  of  mat  general  policv  or  condi- 
tional  compact,  as  has  been  contended  by  gentle- 
men, we  are  bound  to  adopt  the  resolution.  If  I 
shall  succeed  in  convincing  a  single  gentleman 
now  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  that  we  are  not 
boQod  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  will  be  im- 
politic to  adopt  it,  I  shall  (Consider  this  amongst 
the  happiest  events  of  my  life. 

The  great  objects  of  our  federal  engagement,  in 
ibrming  the  compact  under  which  we  now  live, 
"Were  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquil- 
lity, and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  society.  Under  this  Constitu- 
tion g;entiemen  call  upon  us,  under  the  pretext  of 
promoting  the  general  welfare,  to  adopt  a  resolu- 
lloB  which  manifestly  goes  to  the  promotion  of  a 
minor  interest.  This  compact,  in  providing  for 
die  general  welfare,  must  mean  that  of  the  whole, 
or  it  any  rate,  of  the  larger  portion  of  the  com- 
munity; it  was  never  designed  to  promote  a  su- 
bordinate interest  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  geneinl 
prosperity.  Are  we  then  bound  by  the  Constitu- 
tionml  compact  to  adopt  this  resolution?  I  think 
not  Thus  much  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  question. 

I  must  consider  this  resolution  as  a  war  roeas- 
arc' and  viewing  the  policy  and  present  situation 
of  Great  Britain,  against  which  it  is  pointed,  I 
have  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  in  mv  opinion,  iV 
will  produce  instantaneous  war*  A  maritime 
war,  for  such  a  one  she  will  wage,  will  not  add 
one  Item  to  her  present  expenses;  neither  will  it 
embarrass  her  measures  on  the  continent?  It  can 
have  no  such  efiect.  She  has  eight  hundred  ships 
on  the  ocean,  flushed  with  victory  and  conquest, 
and  a  part  of  her  navy  is  at  this  moment  triumph- 
antly saiHttg  almost  in  sight  of  your  shores,  ready 
at  any  moment  to  seize,  should  that  course  appear 
expedient  to  her,  all  our  vessels  navigating  the 
ocean.  It  cannot  affect  her  continental  opera- 
tions. The  war  she  will  wage,  will  be  altogether 
maritime.  Her  navy  cannot  be  essential  against 
her  continental  enemies  in  Europe.  Already 
have  their  fleets  been  annihilated.  The  victories 
oflT  Trafalgar  and  in  the  West  indies,  have  cleared 
the  ocean  of  almoM  every  sail,  and  there  remains 
no  employment  for  her  navy  but  to  depredate 
yoor  commerce;  and  she  will  do  it,  you  may  rely 
upon  it.  Those  are  but  indifferently  acquainted 
with  Great  Britain  aiHl  the  genius  of  the  first 
Minister^  who  suppose  all  the  power  in  their 
hands  will  not  be  made-uise  of.  Gentlemen  tell 
you  this  is  not  contemplated  as  a  permanent  sys* 


tem  of  commercial  arrangement,  but  a  temporary 
expedient,  which  by  its  pressure  is  to  bring  our 
rival  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  make  her  do  us  jus- 
tice. But  this  temporary  measure  will  have  on 
Britain  all  the  effect  ot  war.  Declare  war  to- 
morrow, and  it  can  only  affect  her  trade.  Can 
you  believe  that  she  will,  with  all  her  advantages, 
remain  quiet?  It  is  not  her  character;  she  will 
not  do  it.  I  should  think  cotitemptuously  of  her 
if  she  should.  Will  she  sufferyou  to  uke  war 
measures  and  not  retaliate?  Will  she  be  more 
afiaid  of  you  with  your  four  thousand  troops,  dis- 
persed over  the  whole  western  countrv,  and  your 
thirteen  armed  vessels  rotting  in  the  Eastern 
Branch,  than  of  that  Power  whose  eonquerine 
arm  has  extended  the  limits  of  his  sway  beyond 
former  comparison,  and  whose  ambition  is  bounded 
only  by  the  habitaole  world  ? 

What  was  the  conduct  of  that  Government 
about  the  year  1801,  when  an  armed  neutrality 
was  formed  by  a  coalition  of  the  Northern  Pow- 
^8?  This  measure  was  comparatively  pacific; 
but  did  not  the  gallant  Nelson  enforce  an  aban- 
donment of  this  measure  with  cannon  at  Copen- 
hagen ?  Will  she  not  do  so  to  you  ?  It  is  her  in^ 
terest,  and  will  she  not  be  governed  by  it?  She 
has  no  other  rule  of  action.  Are  we  not  then 
correct  in  considering  this  a  war  measure?  And 
ought  not  gentlemen  to  abandon  the  vain  illusion 
they  have  conceived?  It  is  however  said,  that 
she  will  not  be  willing  to  increase  the  number  of 
her  enemies.  But  is  she  not  well  apprized,  from 
the  genius  of  the  American  people,  that  nothing 
is  more  desired  by  them  than  peace;  and  that  the 
moment  she  does  you  justice,  you  will  be  bound 
to  seize  it ;  and  that  she  may,  therefore,  calculate 
on  making  peace  when  she  pleases?  Will  she 
not,  there^re,  use  all  her  i)ower  to  bring  us  first 
to  terms,  and  then  if  she  fail,  come  to  terms  her- 
self whenever  she  pleases  ? 

So  much  with  regard  to  this  as  a  war  measure-* 
fbr  the  irresistible  conclusion  in  my  mind  is,  that 
it  will  produce  war.  But  suppose  it  should  not 
produce  war;  will  it  not  produce  consequences 
equally  fatal?  Will  it  not  destroy  your  com- 
merce? Our  exports  will  not  be  purchased,  as 
the  merchants  will  not  fit  out  their  vesseb  unless 
they  can  get  a  market  for  them.  For  this  what 
are  we  to  gain?  The  carrying  trade.  I. beg 
leave  here  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  principle  assumed  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
carrying  trade  is  not  affected  by  it.  What  is  the 
ground  which  the  prize  courts  of  Britain  take? 
That  a  neutral  has  no  right  to  deliver  a  belliger- 
ent from  the  pressure  of  his  enemy's  hostilities,  by 
trading  with  his  colonies  in  time  of  war  in  a  way 
not  authorized  in  time  of  peace.  This  principle, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  our  Government,  is  not  so 
unfair  as  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  Let  us  ap- 
ply it  to  Britain  and  Prance.  As  to  Great  Brit- 
ain she  is  contending  for  her  liberties  and  her 
very  existence,  and  although  I  shall  not  contend 
that  a  nation  at  war  has  not  the  right  to  regulate 
her  commerce  with  neutral  neight^ors  in  any  way 
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aUowed  by  the  law  of  nations,  yet  the  enemy  has 
oevtainly  the  right  to  prevent  every  means  of  re- 
lief; to  produce,  if  possible,  oppression  and  pov- 
erty, in  order  to  procure  peace.  Can  you  expect 
that  Great  Britain  will  permit  you  to  supplv 
France  and  Holland  with  commerce,  and  on  such 
terms  as  enables  them  to  go  the  cheapest  into  the 
markets  and  convert  all  their  merchant  ships  into 
anned  vessdis  to  privateer  upon  her  trade?  And 
while  France  is  so  relaxed  m  her  system,  have 
we  a  right  to  expect  any  indulgence  from  Great 
Britain?  War,  we  know,  always  brings  some 
evils  to  a  neutral  country.  Can  we  therefore  so 
materially  blame  Great  Britain  1  Then,  as  to  the 
consequences  of  this  trade.  It  certainly  does  not 
bring  more  than  $170,000  into  our  Treasury^  while 
it  draws  irom  the  purchase  of  our  domestic  pro- 
ductioxis  a  large  part  of  the  oapi^tal  that  would  be 
otherwise  devoted  to  it.  When  I  sav  $170,000, 1 
mean  to  apply  tbe  remark  particularly  to  that 
Uade  which  has  been  the  object  of  suppression  by 
the  prize  coorts,  for  I  agree  that  the  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  whole  carrying  trade  is  stated  to 
amount  to  ^0,000,  but  no  man  will  say  that  the 
duties  arisio^  from  this  species  of  trade  is  under 
aslimated.  Is  the  whole  value  of  this  trade  so 
inportant  as  to  justify  a  sacrifice  of  all  our  inter- 
ests ?  I  will  ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  correct 
or  proper  that  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
obtMila  be  given  up  to  a  trade  only  continued  in 
time  of  war,  and  in  which  but  a  few  men  are  in- 
terested? Let  it  net  be  here  understood  that  I 
am  the  enemy  of  commerce.  No,  I  am  its  friend. 
Withoat  it  agriculture  would  be  nothing,  and 
tlMM  would  be  no  nuurket  for  the  sale  of  our  snr- 
l^iEB  produce.  We  must  have  trade,  but  let  it  be 
ea  priooiples  of  permanency^  and  not  on  such  as 
emerge  from  a  state  of  war.  Great  Britain  has 
aever  afiecied  our  direct  trade,  and  my  vote  shall 
be  always  ready  to  protect  it.  I  agree  that  a  oir- 
eoiloas  trade  is  beneficial  to  the  country,  just  as 
money  brought  into  it  is  beneficiaL  But  let  us 
take  the  subject  up  on  calculation— I  think  it  a 
fair  subject  of  calculation,  a  question  of  profit  and 
l06s->-and  see  whether  it  ought  on  that  ffronnd  to 
be  protected.  If  it  is  found  that  the  play  is  not 
worth  the  eandlCi  gentlemen  will  certainly  not 
wish  its  preservation*  Is  it  right  to  protect,  at  tbe 
hazard  of  every  saerifice,  this  trade  of  so  predari- 
eas  a  profit,  and  which  cannot  continue  longer 
than  the  period  of  war?  Our  exports  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies  amount,  upon  an 
average  of  three  years,  to  $20,653,000;  of  this 
amoant  the  two  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
the  exclusive  produce  of  the  States  south  of  (he 
Potomac,  constitute  more  than  one-half.  This 
will  be  entirely  lost,  or  at  least  the  most  consider- 
able part,  for  I  have  no  expectation  of  finding  a 
market  for  anything  like  this  amount  in  any  other 
eountry.  Cut  up  at  one  stroke,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  temporary  expediency,  the  cultivation  of 
theae  two  articles,  and  you  prostrate  the  expecta- 
tion, independence,  and  industry  of  thousands: 
thien  will  be  applied  to  your  own  industrious  and 
virtuous  citizens,  what  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
Uoft  soppoied  would  be  to  the  manufacturers  of 


England,  a  dagger  to  their  vitab.  Let  as  not,  for 
GhKl's  sake,  rum  our  country,  under  the  delusive 
expectation  of  injuring  our  adversaries.  Another 
and  very  current  view  mav  be  taken  of  this  sub- 
ject; it  IS  acknowledged  tnat  there  are  compara- 
tively but  few  persons  immediately  interested  ia 
this  trade,  and  although  to  them  a  lucrative  one, 
yet  it  must  end  upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
m  Europe.  It  must  be  unjust  that  the  yreal  ia- 
terest  of  the  agriculturist  should  be  eaonliced  to 
this  trade,  or  even  pledged  for  its  protection  aiul 
security.  I  never  wiU  agree  that  one  chus  or  pro- 
fession of  people  shall  underwrite  and  insure  tbe 
success  of  another  chiss,  and  this  too  without  any 
premium.  This  is  precisely  the  case  in  this  in- 
stance ;  the  trader  gains  all  under  the  protectiag 
arm  of  the  farmer,  and  the  loss  falls  on  the  &raiec, 
if  it  should  be  attended  with  any. 

Let  as  view  this  subject  in  another  light.  It  is 
contended  that  if  British  manufactures  are  pro- 
hibited, that  our  commerce  will  still  go  on ;  thml 
our  merchants  will  find  other  markets,  and  that 
the  seco|rity  of  the  revenue  will  not  be  afifocled. 
But  I  b^jgeatlemen  seriously  to  consider  the  sit- 
uation of  Europe.  I  do  believe  that  our  demamb 
cannot  be  supplied  but  from  Great  Britaia ;  they 
cannot  be  supplied  eUei^rhere — because,  from  the 
year  1786,  the  British  manufactures  introduced 
into  this  country  have  regularly  increased  |  ao(- 
withstaedingf  in  France  labor  is  cheaper  than  im 
Great  Britam.  Not  because  an  Bn^sh  coat  'vrms 
better  than  a  French  one.  T  he  fact  is,  the  F  reach 
manufactures  cannot  be  got  on  the  same  reasoaa- 
ble  terms  as  the  English*  What  has  been  the 
effect  on  the  price  of  Liverpool  cottons  staee 
France  has  menaced  the  invasion  of  fiaglaadf 
They  have  increased  in  price,  because  he?  manu- 
facturers have  been  taken  from  ih^is  ehofaaMd 
converted  into  soldiers.  What  is  the  situatieii  of 
Euro«e  ?  Convulsed  to  her  centre,  will  Ckrmamf 
afford  us  the  articles  we  want?  Do  we  not  know 
that  her  manufactures  have  always  been  limited 
and  confined  tq  particular  articles  ?  Whave  tlMa 
is  a  supply  to  be  had  ?  Where  is  a  return  to  he 
got  for  our  domestic  productions,  without  which 
our  loss  will  be  incalculable?  What  will  iu 
effect  be  on  our  Treasurv?  We  know  that  tiie 
British  manufactures  yield  about  ^^fe  milliona  of 
revenue,  which  ^o  to  the  regular  reductioii  of  the 
public  debt,  which  to  this  degree  must  be  w&^ 
pended  if  they  are  prohibited.  Will  geotlemea 
say,  because  I  hold  this  language,  that  I  am  the 
apologist  of  British  measures  ?  No.  Were  I  to 
give  way  to  my  feelings  on  this  subject^  insteni 
of  being  governed  by  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
length  to  which  I  would  not  go.  My  colleague  haf 
told  us  that  Great  Britain  is  fitting  our  battbi 
and  those  of  the  world.  I  believe  so.  But  not 
from  any  good  will  to  us  or  the  world;  in  fighting 
their  own  battles,  they  fight  ours.  Let  us  thtt 
suffer  them  to  go  on,  not  out  of  afiection  to  their 
Government,  which  is  tyrannical,  and  which,  if 
it  bad  the  power,  would  lord  it  over  this  eounlff 
as  it  did  when  we  were  colonies;  not  from  attach* 
ment  to  the  English  Government  or  its  measure^ 
but  from  a  regard  to  oax  own  conntryt  ^  which 
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this  meamire  wovld  be  nihioos.  If  the  artieics  we 
wait  eao  be  got  from  any  other  oomitrj,  let  ue 
obtaia  them  from  it ;  bat  do  iMyt  let  us  carry  o«r 
emaity  so  iar  to  Bri^n  as  to  roiii  oaraelvies. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  is  only  one  cause  of 
eoBiplaiDt  agahist  the  Britiah  Gtorerameot;  that 
anociMr  cause  of  oomplaittt  is  the  irapressment  of 
oor  seameit.  It  it  a  cause,  a  most  serioua  cause, 
flf  cooaplaiiit.  On  this  subject  !  hare  more  feel- 
mr  tfaao  on  the  other*  I  commiserate  the  deplore 
am  atmation  of  those  men  and  their  friends,  and 
wnb  »«»t  ardently  it  was  in  my  power  to  relieve 
theM  from  it>  mit  there  is  some  apology  even 
here  to  be  made  for  the  British  Government.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  two  nnttons  are  sa  like  each 
othe^  and  so  nearly  the  same  in  their  laneoage 
aMi  habits,  that  it  is  extremely  difflcolt  to  distin- 
gnish  one  from  the  other  i  and  I  will  ask  you  if 
we  have  not  more  subjects  of  Gkeat  Britain  m  our 
serviee  thain  they  have  American  dtiaens  in 
thtetrsl  Let  ua  abo  recollect  their  principle— 
owM  a  swbjeet,  always  a  subjeet.  When,  there- 
fiMe,  we  give  dieir  subjects  the  pririleges  of  a  citi- 
zen, by  natnralicio^  them,  ie  it  not  a  oouDterae- 
tion  of  British  policy,  and  is  it  not  some  apology 
for  their  conduct  in  pressing  this  description  of 
man  7  I  reeoUect  of  no  instaace  of  their  refusing 
pnsoBa  aikirwed  by  them  to  be  American  eritrzens, 
whooe  daim  was  ftiHy  substantiated.  Let  me 
mum  repvat  it,  that  in  a  state  of  war,  neutral 
Powers  OKist  safler  some  injury;  when  all  nature 
is  in  eenftct,  we  cannot  expect  to  escape  injury. 
I  do«et  thembre  think  this  ground  of  complaint 
a  eaM  rf  war,  for  where  is  tl^  difference  between 
foftibly  taking  away  the  citizens  of  our  country, 
am4  caMieiag  those  of  another  by  the  allavemtat 
of  sopevier  advantage?  Every  society  has  the 
r%bt,  anil  exercises  that  right,  to  ordain  muaici- 
paJ  r^golatioBs  for  its  gotemment;  and  etery 
mtmber  of  the  society  ie  bound  by  them.  By  the 
iaMUiiuiorial  usage  of  England,  no  snbfect  is  al- 
low«4  the  right  oTexpatriatfOn,  and  they  hoM  the 
priirilogo  of  impressing  their  sailors  wherever  thev 
may  ho  found  in  timre  of  war,  and  ckim  their  aI- 
kgiancoi  whatevcEr  may  be  their  condltiott.  We 
oMfht  not' to  seduce  them.  I  do  not  mean  this  as 
a  fiifltilleaclon,  bat  it  is  undoubtedly  a  mrtigatian 
oitlieaffhNit.  But  what  is  proposed  1  To  go  to 
wm  ln«rder  to  obtain  the  release  of  a  fbw  eaptive 
ckiaens  that  have  been  taken  on  the  water;  id 
then  i^  aot  of  the  way  by  turning  cultivators  of 
yoar  itmtte  hmd,  in  which  they  can  acquire  a  i4f^ 
taaaaaad  bonoraUe'competency.  But,  sir,  whart 
wUi4e  the  eympathy  of  the  gentletaen  who  shed 
tenm^of  griet  over  yeiur  impressed  seamen,  when 
thif  sball  Tiew  th«  scenes  of  devastatten  pre* 
doml^war;  all  your  seaport  towns  in  ashes; 
peejple  m  every  age  and^onditien  mourning  over 
their nriaed  mansions  and  fhtlen fortunes;  conn- 
triia  ravaged  by  a  merciless  f^,  or  milliens  of 
yaar  tilizeaB  shtia  in  fighting  your  iMrttles ;  wiH 
ytmr  OMvying  merchants  then  step  forth  and  fight 
for  yoo  ?  No,  indeed,  they  will  not,  they  are  too 
ptemotta  to  be  made  A>od  fbr  gunpowder;  they 
will  not  be  shot  at  aH  day  for  seventeen  cents; 
^My  wfli  att  disappear.    Their  ink  is,  wherever 


money  ean  hie  made,  there  is  my  oonatry.  I  be- 
seech you  then,  Mr*  Chaimian,  to  guard  against 
that  fatal  infiktuation  which  hath  destroy^  the 
universe. 

Mr.  Bppes.— rAfter  the  discussion  which  haa 
already  takoi  plaoe  on  this  aabjeet,  I  shall  not 
consider  mpelt  authorized  to  oocopy  nwich  of  the 
time  of  the  House.  As,  however,  i  have  on  some 
ooeasions  ventured  to  expresa  my  opinions  on  this 
floor,  I  cannot  reconcile  te  my  feelings  a  siieat 
vote  oaa  questiea  intereeting  to  the  pe^f»le  of  the 
United  States  genetaily,  and  paruealaily  so,  to 
that  portion  of  country  which  I  ia  part  repre^ 
sent. 

Whatev^  diffibmnoe  of  optaioa  may  prevail 
within  these  walh  as  to  the  course  which  oo^hf 
to  be  adopted  towards  a  nation  which  uader  the 
pretence  of  right  haa  commenced  a  system  ef 
war&re  aad  pulage  on  our  oommievce,  I  hope  for 
the  faoaor  aad  imcrest  of  our  countiy  we  shall 
finally  unite  in  aomethin|^  If  in  a  free  ceuatry 
there  is  any  prinoiirie  which  ought  universally  to 
be  admitted,  to  entorce  which  reaaamag  or  dem* 
onstration  should  be  neces^ry.  it  is,  that  every 
class  of  citiMoa  is  equally  eatitled  to  protectioB. 
To  secure  te  man  his  personal  rights,  aad  iha 
fruits  of  his  honest  industry,  are  the  two  moat 
important  ehjcets  of  a  .free  Qovemment^  The 
Gbverament  unwilling  to  use  for  that  secnriiy 
the  means  of  which  it  is  poasesaed,  does  net  der 
serve  the  sapport  of  freemen.  Oor  Ocmstiitution. 
makes  no  discrimination  between  difforeat  classes 
of  <»tisena.  aor  can  we  in  tmt  legialative  capaei" 
ty.  The  eitt9Ec^  whose  eapitalk  vested  in  a  8hi|i 
has  an  equal  right  to.arotection  ia  using  for  his 
benefit  and  happinesa  that  ship,  with  the  ealtiva^ 
tor  of  the  soil  in  UMng  his  plough.  To  arrest  by 
vielenee  bis  shtoL  and  coDfisoate  his  property,  m 
to  the  merchant  the  jame  injary  as  it  would  be  to 
theiiimer  to  anrest  his  pAoagh  and  destroy  hia 
crop.  In  each  oaae  the  eitlzea  mast  look  to  the 
ootttaKimty  for  tiie  removal  ef  every  obstfvclieii; 
throwtt  by  violence  ia  the  ivay  of  that  peifect 
fVeedom  in  the  ate  of  his  proaeHy  which  const^ 
tstes  its  vakw.  It  is  taae,  aad  no  man  will  deny 
the  eonrectaeas  of  the  principle^  that  every  natio^^ 
has  a  right  to  abandon  any  partisalac  oomi«efee, 
injarma  ae  itainterssis  or  dangerMis  lo  itsealetyi. 
Thk  is.theoataral  rj«^  of  aO  nations,  aad  par<^ 
tfamiarly  of  free  cooatciesy.  arheie  the  geeeral 
wel&re  oi  tfae  oommuhity  is  the  aapeeiae  law. 
Wlnle,  however,  a  commeiee  lamatns  lawfal,  the 
citizen  embarks  ia  it  with  the  saeie  right  to  ear 
pect  proteettoa  m  in  any  other  lawful  oee^patioa  v 
for  a  GereraMeat  lo  refase  it.  is  a  vioieiioa  of 
that  ftsadamental  pwnd^  in.lcee  goveinmwiti 
that  prateeiiea  on  theipart.ef  the  Qoi^e^n^eat  is 
the  baaia  ef  soaport  oa  the  part  of  the  citizea* 
If  we  ate  tiaabie  or  nnwiUiag  to  iatei pose  in  her 
half  of  our  citinena,  when  their  personal  righte 
have  beea  invaded— their  property  captured  aad 
condemned  nader  principles  miknown  to  the  law 
of  nations— 4et  %m  give  up  the  farce  of  pretend- 
ing to  self^idveniment,  and  go  back  to  the  degra* 
ded  state  of  colonies.  , 
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States  aod  Qreat  Britain  is  too  weU  kaown  for 
me  to  dwell  on  this  part  of  the  subject*  It  has 
been  stated  on  this  floor  bjr  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  terms  clear,  forcible,  and  man- 
ly. The  impressment  aod  detention  of  our  sea- 
men is  an  iinury  which  has  justly  excited  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people  of  America  for  the  last 
tea  years.  Byery  attempt  to  arrest  by  negotia- 
tion this  serious  iojury  has  failed,  and  each  year 
adds  new  viciims  to  the  roll  of  impressed  sea- 
men. The  recent  captures  of  American  property 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  under 
doctrines  new  and  manifestly  unjust,  is  a  serious 
injury  to  the  individuals  and  to  the  community. 
And  although  I  have  no  doubt,  as  has  been  elo- 
quently stated  on  this  floor,  that  American  mer- 
chants have  in  some  instances  disgraced  that 
character  by  coveriog  the  property  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  I  am  equally  certain  that 
the  injunr  done  to  banafide  American  merchants, 
trading  fairly  on  American  capital,  are  sufficient- 
ly numerous  to  justify  and  demand  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  Government. 

While,  however,  I  have  no  doubt -as  to  the 
right  of  the  citizen  on  the  one  hand  to  demand 
protection,  and  of  the  duty  of  the  Gbyemment 
on  the  other  to  extend  it  to  him,  I  am  williog  to 
acknowledge  all  the  difficalties  of  our  present 
situation.  I  consider  it  no  dismce  to  this  infant 
nation  to  say  wa  are  not  able  to  meet  on  the 
ocean  a  nation — a  match  on  that  element  for  all 
the  world  combined.  I  hope  the  period  will  never 
arrive  when  the  substance  of  the  citizen  here 
shall  be  squandered  on  a  navy  competent  to  meet 
on  the  ocean  the  navy  of  Ch-eat  Britain.  Separa- 
ted from  the  rest  oi  the  world,  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  fear  invasion,  possessing  a  country 
abounding  with  productions  valuable  to  the  dif- 
ferent nations  or  Enrope  with  whom  we  have 
eommereial  relations — if  we  are  not  able  to  meet 
on  the  ocean  Gkeat  Britain  or  any  other  Euro- 
pean Power,  we  can  say  to  them  all.  respect  in 
your  intercourse  with  us  the  principles  of  justice, 
or  we  hold  no  interoou^e  with  you;  if  you  will 
not  traffic  with  us'  on  principles  that  are  fair,  we 
will  neither  receive  your  manufactures,  nor  send 
to  yon  our  productions.  We  are  now  for  the  first 
time  about  to  test  this  principle  so  important  to  a 
nation  jealous  of  fleets  aod  armies.  Of  the  vari- 
ous measures  of  the  kind  which  may  be  resorted 
10 — high  discriminating  duties— a  pqrohibition  of 
eertain  enumerated  articles,  a  general  prohibition, 
and  as  a  dernier  resort  a  suspension  of  all  inter- 
course, are  the  remedies  within  our  reach.  It  is 
a  mere  <|tiestion  o^  convenience  and  expediency 
to  which  of  these  we  shall  resort.  I  should  pre- 
ht  for  myself^  as  a  first  >tep,  the  mildest.  It  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  th^  interest  of  this  nation  to 
dissolve  at  a  single  blow  its  commercial  conoex 
ion  with  Great  Britain.  The  commerce,  if  car- 
ried on,  on  principles  that  are  fair,  is  mutually 
advantageous  to  the  two  countries.  In  Great 
Britain  we  find  the  best  market  for  our  most  val- 
uable productions,  and  with  tu  she  finds  the  best 
market  for  her  manufactures.  To  prohibit,  at  a 
nagle  blow,  imports  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five 


miUioQs  of  dollars,  however  injurious  it  might  be 
to  the  manufacturers  of  Gkeat  Britain,  would 
certainly  be  a  serious  injury  to  our  own  citizeas. 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  a  milder  measure  will 
cause  the  British  €h>vernment  to  respect  ov 
rights  and  pursue  a  course  manifestly  dictated  bjr 
a  regard  to  its  own  interest.  If,  however,  Grett 
Britain  is  so  lost  to  her  own  interest  as  to  perse* 
vere  in  a  system  of  injustice  calculated  to  iepnwt 
her  of  the  best  market  for  her  manufactnns— a 
market  daily  increasing,  with  the  incraaaiiif  pop- 
ulation of  tnis  infant  country — let  us  on  oar  pvt 
proceed  with  that  caution  and  moderatiea,  which 
shall  evinoe  that  the  course  we  are  deiermiDed 
to  pursue  is  founded  on  principle,  and  will  never 
be  abandoned  until  our  wrongs  are  redressed.  I 
am  willing  to  adopt  for  the  present  a  prohifaitiott 
oi  enumerated  articles;  if  that  shall  faU,  to  pen 
hereafter  a  total  prohibition,  and  finally,  to  pot 
forth  our  whole  strength,  and  say,  we  hold  no  f«- 
ture  intercourse  with  you;  but  dissolve  foterer 
all  commercial  relations  with  a  natioo^  whieh 
takes  for  its  national  law  the  base  principle  of 
necessity,  and  makes  itself  tbe  exclusive  judge  of 
that  necessity. 
As,  however,  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  aigae 

repositions  not  immediateljr  under  consideration, 
shall  confine  my  observations  to  the  resoloiioo 
of  the  gentleman  from  Penna  ylvania.  I  am  will- 
ing to  consider  this  resolution,  as  its  frimds  pro- 
fess it  to  be,  a  commercial  regulation,  and  not  a 
war  measure.  Indeed,  I. should  not  apprehend 
war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  it  was  adopted. 
It  is  not  her  interest  to  add  to  the  number  of  her 
enemies,  and  her  vessels,  numerous  as  tbef  wrt, 
will  find  sufficient  occupation  in  guardbg  her 
own  channel,  and  protecting  her  own  eapital*  } 
object  to  this  measure,  because  I  believe  tint  it 
will  be  so  extremely  injurious  to  the  United  Sutei 
in  its  operation  that  it  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to 
until  milder  remedies  have  failed.  In  the  re* 
marks  I  shall  UMUce  on  it,  I  shall  confine  myielf 
to  its  probable  operation  on  the  revenaeof  the 
(Jnited  States,  and  on  that  ckss  of  citixeat  kt 
whose  protection  it  is  principally  designed. 

From  the  report  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treif 
ury,  at  present  on  our  table,  it  appears  thtt  the 
imports  to  this  country  from  Great  Briuuem 
its  dependencies  amount  to  thirty-five  silhont 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollari<  We 
derive  from  imposts  on  this  commerce  a  net  ref* 
enue  of  Ave  millions  four  hundred  and  thirtjM^ 
thousand  dollars.  The  whole  net  revenaeof  the 
United  States,  derived  from  our  commeKevita 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  amounts  to  six  |bu* 
lions  one  hundred  aod  eighteisn  thousand  M^t* 
This  resolution  goes  to  prohibit  a  commerce  mHi 
which  we  derive  almost  one-half  o(  our  netter^ 
enue.  The  carrying  trade  which  this  meaeare  » 
intended  to  protect,  yields  a  revenue  (height  a  hb* 
dred  and  fil'ty  thousand  dollars;  so  that  *»r  «h« 
protection  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  tboortw 
dollars,  we  put  at  hazard  a  net  revenue  ofli^ 
millioDs  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoostaa 
(loUars.  I  well  know  that  national  honor  caoo« 
be  estimated  in  doUan  and  cBfttfc    There  liflv 
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man  who  feels  more  forcibly  than  I  do  the  cor- 
reetness  of  this  priaciple,  or  will  be  more  ready 
on  all  occasioBs  to  acuowledffe  it.    Gkntlemeo, 
howefer,  oofbt  to  remember  that  their  remedy  \k 
a  measure  of  dollars  and  cents.    They  profess  it 
to  be  nothioff  more  than  a  commercial  regulation. 
In  war,  miflions  mast  be  sacrificed  to  protect 
thousands:  in  commercial  regulations  the  risk 
00^ t  to  be  in  some  degree  proportioned  to  the 
object.    A  nation,  deliberately  forming  a  com- 
mercial regulation,  by  which  it  risks  millions  to 
protect  thousands,  manifests  more  zeal  than  wis- 
dom ;  nothing  short  of  absolute  necessity,  and  a 
fiiilure  of  evory  other  remedy,  ought  to  induce  us 
in  our  present  situation  to  risk  our  revenue.    We 
hare  repealed  the  whole  system  of  internal  taxes. 
We  bare  set  out  with  professions  of  economy, 
and  a  determination  hoaestlj  to  meet  our  pubbc 
debc    This  resolution,  if  adopted,  may  cause  a 
deficiency  in  our  revenue  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  permanent  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  which  1 
hope  soon  to  see  abolished,  amounts  to  eleven 
miJ lions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  per- 
manent expense  of  the  (Government  amounts  to 
eleven  millions  of  dollars;  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and 
three  millions  to  the  expenses  of  the  Qovern- 
meot,  including  the  Naval  and  Military  Slstab- 
lishment.    No  part  of  the  eight  millions  can 
ever  be  diverted  from  its  object,  without  aban- 
doaiDg  the  principles  which  brought  us  into  this 
Government  and  as  there  is  no  probability  of 
oor  expenses  beinf  lessened,  the  three  millions 
may  be  considered  equally  permanent,  or  the 
wheels  of  Government  must  stop.    From  deven 
miJh'tms  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  amount 
of  oor  present  revenue,  take  five  millions  four 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thou^and  dollars,  derived 
from  imposts  from  Great  Britain  and  its  def>end- 
eoeies,  and  there  remains  six  millions  and  sixty- 
ei|Hbt  thousand  dollars,  which  falb  short  of  eleven 
mitlioos  of  dollars,  the  permanent  expense  of  the 
Gkivemment,  five  millions   nine   himdred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  dollars.    Shall 
we  incur  this  risk,  until  other  measures  less  inju- 
rious in  their  operation  on  ourselves  shall  have 
fiailed  ?    Gentlemen  have  told  us  of  substitutes  for 
British  manufactures,  and  that  no  great  loss  will 
be  sustained  in  our  revenue.    One  ffentleman  has 
estimated  the  loss  at  a  million  of  dmlars ;  another 
at  two  millions,  and  the  same  gentleman  has  fur- 
Biahed  us  with  abundant  information  as  to  the 
plaees  from  whence  we  may  procure  a  substi- 
tute for  British  manufactures.    On  this  subject 
everything  must  be  mere  conjecture.    It  is  im- 
pcMsible  for  any  human  being  to  say  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  measure  on  our  revenue.    No 
man  ean  say  what  will  be  the  situation  of  Eu- 
rope M  months  hence,  and  particularly  of  Ger- 
many, from  whence  we  are  to  derive  a.  part  of 
our  supplies.    I  wish  not  to  risk  the  substance 
lor  the  shadow.    I  cannot  consent  to  trust  the 
rerenae  of  the  United  States  to  speculative  opin- 
iooa,  which  may  be  true  or  false.    The  gentle* 
aaao  Irom  Pennsylvania  who  inuinkieed  this  f  es- 


olution,  talked  of  a  substitute  for  British  manu* 
factures  in  home-spun;  he  wished  to  see  the  peo* 
pie  of  this  countrjr  clad  in  articles  manufactured 
m  their  own  families.  There  is  no  man  who 
views  with  more  pleasure  than  I  do  that  species 
of  independence  to  which  this  kind  of  industry 
gives  birth.  I  wish  not.  however,  to  wear  home- 
spun at  the  expense  or  a  Pederal  tax  upon  my 
land.  I  know  what  a  Federal  land  tax  is,  be- 
cause I  have  paid  it,  and  I  remember  it,  because 
it  was  the  only  oppressive  tax  1  ever  did  pay.  If 
this  measure  shaJl  not  produce  its  effect  on  the 
British  Government,  and  its  operation  on  our 
revenue  be  as  injurious  as  there  is  just  cause  to 
leai  it  will  be,  either  we  must  repeal  our  own 
law,  or  adhere  to  a  measure  manifestly  injurioua 
to  the  United  States,  and  lay  a  direct  tax,  or  we 
must  divert  from  iu  object  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  our  debt.  Never  with 
my  vote  shall  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  be  diverted  from  its  object  un- 
til the  last  dollar  shall  be  discharged.  Other  gen- 
tlemen, I  presume,  would  be  as  little  disposed  as 
myself  to  report  to  a  direct  tax. 

The  risk  of  revenue  however  is  not  the  only  ob- 
jection I  have  to  this  resolution.  A  total  pronilM- 
tion  of  British  manufactures  will  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  our  own  citizens.  It  puts  down  at  once 
the  occupation  and  employment  of  the  merchant 
of  small  capital.  In  many  parts  of  our  country^ 
and  particularly  to  the  south  of  this  place,  com- 
merce is  carried  on  principally  on  credit.  That 
credit  is  generallv  in  Great  BriUin.  Take  awar 
the  credit  and  tne  commerce  is  gone.  It  will 
seriously  affecttoo  the  importing  merchant  of  large 
capital,  whose  funds  are  in  Great  Britain.  To 
withdraw  his  capital,  establish  new  correspondents, 
and  give  an  enure  new  direction  to  his  commerce, 
would  require  time,  trouble,  and  expense,  and  in- 
sure at  least  one  year's  loss  in  the  profits  of  his 
profession.  It  would  operate  least  injuriously  on 
the  merchant  whose  funds  were  laijge,  and  in  this 
country.  With  his  money  he  might  seek  a  sub- 
stitute for  British  manufactures  in  other  markets, 
if  indeed  a  substitute  can  be  found.  Little  or  no 
iigury  would  be  done  to  merchants  of  this  descrip- 
tion, while  ruin  and  bankruptcy  would  be  the  fate 
of  those  deprived,  by  a  general  prohibition,  of  a 
capiul  depending  on  credit.  I  have  no  data  by 
which  to  calculate  the  number  of  our  merchants 
embarked  in  the  foreign  carrving  trade,  and  of  those 
wno  are  only  importers.  The  whole  foreign  car* 
ryinff  trade  of  Virginia  amouuts  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  But  a  small  pouion 
of  the  merchants  there  of  course  are  interested  in 
the  foreign  carrying  trade.  To  all  the  importing 
merchants  throughout  the  United  States,  the  adop- 
tion of  this  mesHure  would  be  a  serious  evil.  Sup^ 
posing  ooe  third  of  the  whole  number  of  the  nier- 
chanuof  the  United  States  interested  intheforeiffa 
carrying  trade — and  this  would  be  a  large  calcula- 
tioo— by  the  adoption  of  this  measure  we  Aacrifice 
the  convenience  and  interest  of  two  thirds  e?ea 
uf  this  cIhss  of  our  citizens.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  (hat  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
lution would  be  a  serious  iojury  to  a  large  major* 
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ity  of  the  merchants  of  the  United  States,  although 
denned  for  their  protection. 

What  would  he  the  effect  on  the  planter?  It 
would  cause  an  immediate  advance  on  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  irst  necessity,  particulartf  coarse  wool- 
lens, which  could  not  immediateijr  be  manufko- 
tured  at  home.  It  is  true  that  during  the  Rero- 
lutionary  war,  a  substitute  was  made.  We  were 
driven  to  it  b^  neoessitv,  and  abandoned  it  as  soon 
as  that  necessity  ceased.  While^  for  all  the  arti- 
cles of  irst  necessity,  a  great  additional  price  must 
be  paid  tnr  the  fhrmer  or  ptanter,  the  ralne  of  every 
article  of  his  labor  must  diminish ;  his  produce  be 
sold  at  a  reduced  price  or  left  to  rot  on  his  hands, 
from  the  inability  of  the  merchant  to  purchase. 
This  will  be  the  effect  on  the  planter,  supposing 
Great  Britain  will  take  no  eontervailing  measure. 
If  howerer  she  is  disposed  to  carry  her  principle 
to  its  fhll  extent,  she  can  dispense  for  «  limited 
time  with  your  exports,  except  the  prorision  and 
lumber  necessary  for  the  West  Indies,  with  as  lit- 
tle inoonrenience  as  you  can  with  her  manufac- 
tures. Of  tobacco  she  has  always  two  crops  on 
hand.  Of  cotton  she  has  probably  enough  to  car- 
ry her  through  the  present  war.  A  prohibition . 
of  these  two  articles  only  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
merchafuts  and  planters  of  the  Southern  eountry. 
On  occasions  or  great  national  necessity  such  sac- 
lifiees  must  be  met  with  firmness.  The  citizen 
who  shares  the  blessiB^  of  pro6(>erity,  must  submit 
to  sacrifices  demanded  bv  the  mterest  and  honor 
of  his  country.  While,  however,  this  is  the  duty 
of  the  citizen,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  Qorern- 
ment  not  to  require  such  sacrifices  until  milder 
measures  have  failed.  Let  us  test  the  principle 
how  far  oommereial  regulations  may  be  relied  on. 
The  resolution  of  the  jB^ntleman  from  Maryland 
is  well  calculated  for  this  purpose.  We  know  that 
it  will  afibct  our  rerenue  to  an  extent  we  can  per^ 
manently  bear.  It  will  be  less  injurious  to  our 
merchants,  as  intolvinga  smaller  part  of  their  capi- 
tal, and  allowing  time  to  give  a  new  direction  to 
their  commerce.  It  will  enable  us  hereaAer  to 
decide  with  more  certainty  on  the  effect  of  mea- 
sttres  of  this  kind  on  ourselves,  and  how  far  they 
may  be  relied  on  as  an  engine  to  operate  on  Gfreat 
Britain.  On  this  subject,  however,  my  obserra- 
^ns  shall  be  suspended  until  that  resolution  shall 
be  under  consideTation. 

Mr.  NiCHOLsoif  said,  be  had  been  deshrons  fbr 
some  days  to  oi^r  to  the  Oommittee  his  opinions 
on  the  subject  now  tinder  consideration;  but  as 
other  gentlemen  had  manifested  a  similar  dispo- 
sition, he  had  jrtelded  the  fioor  to  them.  It  was 
now  his  intention  to  offer  such  remarks  as  ap- 
peared to  him  pertinent. 

The  resolution  of  the  ^deman  fVom  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Qrbog,)  in  his  opinion,  was  objection- 
able in  all  its  parts.  There  was  no  point  of  light 
in  which  he  could  view  it,  in  which  objections 
did  not  present  themselves.  He  read  and  com- 
mented on  the  preamble;  the  style  of  which  he 
said  he  did  not  like,  because,  instead  of  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  conciliation,  it  breathed  little  less  than 
defiance.  While  we  profess  to  speak  the  lan- 
««•««  of  peace,  we  declare  to  Great  Britain,  that 


unless  she  will  meet  ua  at  that  precise  poiit, 
which  we  think  oroper  to  mark,  we  will,  m  the 
words  of  the  geoueman  from  Pennsylvaoia,  stab 
her  in  the  vitals.    While  we  declare  that  we  ap- 
proach her  OS  friends,  yet  our  style  is  ihtA  of  m 
enemy.    The  olive  hraiiich  that  is  held  out  ood- 
cools  a  dagger  in  its  bonghs.    This  threateaiof 
manner  he  said  was  not  calculated  to  preserre 
peace  in  private  life,  and  how  could  it  be  expected 
to  succeed  between  natioos  1    Did  gentkmea  im- 
^ae  that  Great  Britain,  even  surronnded  as  she 
was  by  her  enemies,  was  yet  ao  tame  as  tombmit 
to  threats?    Was  the  character  of  her  fint  Min- 
ister so  little  known,  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  be 
would  trembleat  the  rod  heid  over  him?    No,8ii^ 
they  are  not  sunk  so  low;  and  if  we  really  wish 
for  an  ooiicable  adjustment  of  our  dtfferencei,  we 
ought  to  proceed  as  friends  aad  not  as  eneniet. 
A  mere  commeieial  regulation,  he  said,  might  aot, 
perhaps,  produce  war ;  it  was  the  threat  held  Mt 
in  the  preamble,  and  the  hoatility  manilested  oa 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatively  dut 
were  calculated  to  wound  tike  notioual  pndt  of 
Briuin,  and,  therefore,  to  exette  eumity  between 
the  two  oouQtries.    What  does  the  preamble  mjl 
We  have  marked  a  point  ^om  whwh  we  will  not 
reeede,  and  to  which  wo  domapd  that  yo«  shall 
oome;  if  you  do  not,  we  strike  at  your  aasst  ei- 
sential  interests;  in  the  laaguoaBC  of  the  geoUe- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  we  wiu  stab  yooio  your 
vitals.    Is  this  the  way  to  conciliate?    1«  thb 
your  flaethod  of  opening  a  ncffotiation  ?   BelteYt 
me,  sir,  instead  of  presetting  the  dive  foraoch,  we 
•carry  a  firebmnd  that  will  kiudie  a  fiame  whkk 
we  may  find  it  difficult  to  extingoisL    Great 
Britain  wUi  feel  all  thia-'-she  will  at  once  ask,  ii 
it  fair,  is  it  manly,  is  it  iKmorahle  to  tbreaiM 
me  now,  when  I  am  conlettding  for  all  that  is 
dear  to  me  ?    Will  you  ineult  me  in  my  dieoeui 
and  while  you  sustain  my  eaemy  on  oae  hand, 
with  the  other  endeavour  to  unnerve  the  arm 
which  you  acknowledge  is  raised  in  oefeoee  a 
its  own  existence^ 

If  the  subsequent  ports  of  the  resohitioB  wa« 
unobjectiouahle,  the  preaaable  itself  woiM  de- 
termine me  ofainst  the  wbole.  To  pni*;^ 
peooe,  let  us  jMroeacd  to  ourolyeol  inapeacsaUo 
moDner.  It  indeed,  gentlemem  ore  for  wai,  thca 
thew  are  right  in  advocating  this  measoie. 

From  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  N-  wd, 
ooe  who  had  uea  attended  to  the  points  in  dispa^ 
(which  he  feared  was  too  uiuch  the  eaat  wiihjae 

great  body  of  the  people)  would  really  in»f^ 
that  ail  the  comflueree  of  the  eoontry  was  at  ittkes 

that  Great  Britain  hud  ossuoMd  a  P^^^ 
which  the  whole  of  our  trade  woidd  be  i^^'*^ 
in  ruin.  Comaaeree  and  agriculture  had  betf 
colled  the  hondmaidB  of  eooh  other,  ^^dt^ 
euAqgies  had  been  nooneunced  upon  the  ^^^"'z 
connexion  suMatmg  between  them.  ^^?: 
was  so  blind  or  so  stupid  as  to  deny  that,  oodir 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  diis  couatry,  eoa^ 
meroe  and  agriculture  wtit  the  mutool  •f»**^ 
of  each  other;  but  did  gentlemen  imaKiae  tw^ 
the  people  were  so  blind  or  so  stupid  as  lo^ 
Itufu  that  the  eommeiue  whkh  w«  ooD«e«^ 
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with  afftieulture^  iTas  the  subject  of  dispute  with 
Great  Britaio?    Did  they  suppose  that  they  could 
etst  a  veil  over  the  real  points  of  difference,  as  to 
produce  an  impression  of  this  kind  ?    If  such  was 
the  hope,  be  trusted  it  would  be  defeated.    No 
mao  would  pretend  to  assert  that  Ckeat  Britain 
had  denied  our  right  to  carry  the  products  of  our 
owa  soil  to  foreign  markets,  and  to  bring  home 
in  return  such  articles  as  were  adapted  to  the 
Becessity,  the  convenience,  or  the  taste  of  our  own 
people.    She  did  not  interfere  with  the  carriage 
of  oar  com,  wheat,  tobacco,  cotton,  provisions,  or 
hin&ber,  to  those  places  where  we  could  meet  the 
readiest  sate  for  them  \  and  had  never  raised  an 
objection  to  our  returning  with  the  products  or 
maoufacmres  of  Europe,  or  6f  the  East  or  West 
Indies.    It  was  the  carrying  trade  alone  Which 
wa:f  the  subject  of  difference.    A  trade  so  slightly^ 
if  at  all,  connected  with  apiculture,  that  thecou- 
sexioti,  such  as  it  was,  did  not  merit  notice  in 
discussini^  the   present  question.     It  was  that 
trade  which  carried  the  products  of  one  foreign 
conn  try  to  another,  which  relieved  France,  Spaio^ 
and  Holland,  from  the  pressure  of  war.  by  carry- 
ing oa  a  trade  for  them  which  the^  could  no  long- 
er carry  on  for  themselves — which  carried  the 
coffee  and  sugar  of  Batavia  and  the  West  India 
islands,  to  the  respective  mother  countries  in 
Barope,  thereby  relieving  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  convoy,  and  the  etpense  of  maintaining 
large  fleets.    This  was  the  trade,  he  said,  upon 
iKrhieh  Oreat  Britain  had  committed  depredations. 
It  was  not  the  home  trade,  in  articles  of  our  own 
produce  or  for  our  oWn  consumption;  but  a  for- 
eig^n  trade,  In  foreign  articles,  for  foreign  markets, 
and  lor  foreign  use.    It  was  the  colonial  trade 
which  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  monopolized 
to  themselves  in  times  of  peace,  but  which  they 
couM  not  command  in  time  of  war,  and  had, 
therefore,  permitted  us  to  carry  it  on  jfbr  their  bene- 
fit.    It  was  a  trade,  therefore,  totally  unconnected 
with    agVicuItdre,  and  et)j[oyed  by  a  few  mer- 
chants only;  and  it  remained  with  the  Amer- 
fcaa  people  (o  determine  whether,  for  its  protec- 
tion, they  would  involve  the  agricultural  intereaft, 
and  the  revennes  of  the  conntTy,  in  those  em- 
barrassmeots  which    would    necessarily  ensue, 
opon  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
sbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.    He  flattered 
liiiiiself  that  the  people  Would  inquire,  and  that 
tiie|r  would  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  deceived 
by  Che  misrepresentations  which  had  gone  abroad. 
"Pbe  question  was  deeply  interesting  to  them,  and 
he  ^fished  them  to  examine  it  in  all  its  bearings. 
The  resolution,  he  said,  embraced  two  points ; 
tb^  one  related  to  the  carrying  trade ;  the  other 
CO  ^he  impressment  of  American  seamen.    The 
attcer  had  always  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety 
gy    liim.    No  man  in  America  had  deplored  the 
rv^iJ  more  than  he  did,  and  none  should  be  more 
vdcTf  to  npply  the  remedy,  when  an  effectual 
^ctaedy  could  be  devised.    To  him,  however,  it 
rma  a  matter  of  no  little  surprise,  that  gentleman 
la^l  ao  long  slept  Upon  a  subject,  on  which  they 
iK>^t  appeared  to  manifest  so  much  zeal.   He  him* 
etc  twice  proposed  measures  with  a  view  to  ob* 
9lh  Cox.— 2a 


tain  redress,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  carry  them 
through  the  House.  Gentlemen,  Whp  now  zeal- 
ously volunteered  their  services,  rendered  him 
no  a^istance  then.  At  the  last  session  he  had 
introduced  a  bill  on  the  subject,  and  such  were 
the  variety  of  objections  to  it,  that  it  was  com- 
mitted and  recommitted  several  tiroes.  Difficul- 
ties presented  themselves  from  all  quarters;  altera- 
tions and  amendments  innumerable  were  adopted, 
until  finally  it  was  shuffled  through  the  House, 
in  so  imperfect  a  state  that  it  was  not  Worth 
the  time  which  had  been  spe&t  on  it.  Strong 
measures  were  not  then  the  order  of  the  dav,  nor 
would  they  be  now,  if  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  was  the  only  grdund  of  complaint* 
Great  Britain  has  pursued  this  practice  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  past,  but  these  patriotic  mer- 
chants, who  are  now  so  clamorous,  presented  you 
with  no  memorials  on  the  subject.  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  carrying  trade  alone^  Which  has  covered 
your  tables  with  the  memorials  of  the  roercjbiants^ 
because  their  interests  are  affected,  and  it  is  out 
of  this  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  grown.  Although  I  do  not 
admit  the  correctness  of  the  principle  assumed  by 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  carrying  trade, 
jret  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  with  me  it 
IS  an  object  of  secondary  importance  only,  when 
compared  with  the  other  violations  of  our  flag, 
in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  carrying  trade  a 
secondary  consideration  only  ?  Because  the  dei 
predations  committed  on  it,  do  not  affect  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  our  citizens,  nor  our  trade  in  our 
own  products,  or  in  the  products  of  foreifi'n  na- 
tions for  our  own  use  ;  but  all  these  are  anected, 
deeply  affected^  by  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 
It  has  b^en  said,  indeed,  that  this  interruption  of 
the  carrying  trade  was  peculiarly  hostile,  because 
it  struck  at  bona  fide  American  property.  In 
many  cases  this  is  true,  but  in  many  I  believe  it 
is  not  true;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  for- 
eign property  is  covered  by  our  flag.  Admit- 
ting, however,  that  it  is  always  American  pro- 
perty, yet  all  seizures  of  this  are  not  considered 
acts  or  hostility.  It  is  conceded  l^y  alt  that  the 
direct  trade,  between  the  ctdony  and  the  mother 
isountry,  cannot  be  carried  on  in  neutral  bottoms* 
If,  therefore,  a  cargo  of  ttxw  or  coffee  were  pur- 
chased at  a  French  island,  it  Would  thereby  be- 
come bona  fide  American  property;  but  by  our 
own  acknowledgments  it  could  not  be  carried 
directly  to  Prance ;  nor,  if  it  was  French  property, 
could  It  be  carried  in  our  Visssels,  as,  in  1794,  we 
surrendered  the  principle  that  ''free  ships  make 
free  goods."  Seeing  theti,  that  we  could  not  carry 
on  the  direct  trade  between  the  colony  and  the 
mother  country,  eren  when  the  property  had  be- 
come American  by  purchase,  and  that  we  could 
not  cover  Frenbh  property  under  our  flsg,  a  new 
method  was  invented  by  our  merchants  to  evade 
these  regulations.  They  went  to  the  West  Indies, 
purchased  their  cargoes  there,  returned  with  them 
to  this  country^nd  then  reshipped  them  and  car- 
ried them  to  France,  and  Spain,  and  Holland, 
thereby  yielding  them  very  important  assistance 
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ID  their  warfare  against  Great  Britain.  This.  Mr. 
N.  said,  was  the  new  principle  against  which  Great 
Britain  contended,  and  althuugii  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  acknowledge  the  correctness  of  her  pro- 
ceedings, yet  he  was  more  unwilling  to  sustain 
our  right  at  the  expense  of  ao  much  injury  as 
we  should  incur  by  adoptin^r  the  proposed  re- 
solution. Negotiation,  he  said,  ought  to  be  re- 
sorted to ;  if  tnai  failed,  then  indeed,  commercial 
restrictions  might  be  imposed,  but  not  such  restric- 
tions as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his 
friends  advocated.  Tho^e/ although  they  migbt 
wound  Britain,  would  inflict  a  still  deeper  wound 
on  ourselves.  It  was  known  that  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  London  had  the  subject  under  his 
immediate  attention,  and  we  bad  reason  to  expect 
that  he  would  succeed  in  an  amicable  settlement 
of  our  difiereoees.  Mr.  Kin^  had  formerly  remon- 
strated against  similar  practices  by  British  cruisers, 
and  the  report  ofthe  Attorney  General  oFEngland, 
transmitted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  fully  recognised 
the  justice  of  our  pretensions.  No  treaty,  how- 
ever, was  made,  and  until  a  treaty  is  entered  into, 
regulating  all  our  commercial  relations,  we  can- 
Dot  expect  that  our  trade  will  be  free  from  etnbar- 
rassments.  The  points  in  difference  now  between 
the  two  Governments,  are  fair  objects  of  negotia- 
tion. The  admissions  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  in 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  King,  give  us  a  fair 
claim  on  the  British  Government;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  yield,  provided  the  intemperance 
of  our  language  and  our  conduct  does  not  furnish 
them  with  a  pretext  still  to  resist. 

What,  I  ask,  will  be  the  effect  of  this  resolution 
on  Great  Britain?  She  will  either  disregard  it,* 
under  the  conviction  that  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves  than  upon  her, 
and  that  therefore  we  cannot  persist  in  it ;  or,  in- 
flamed bjT  the  threats  contained  in  it,  and  by  those 
used  by  its  advocates  on  this  floor,  she  will  con- 
sider it  as  cause  of  war.  Will  it  not  be  good 
cause  of  war,  when  professing  peace,  you  use  the 
language  of  intimidation,  and  the  mover  of  the 
measure  tells  you,  he  brandishes  a  dagger  in  his 
hand  with  which  he  meians  to  stab  her  to  the 
vitals?  [Mr.  Greoo  said,  he  did  not  say  so.]  Mr. 
N.  continued :  it  may  not  be  found  in  the  gentle- 
man's speech,  but  I  find  it  in  my  notes,  and  I 
believe  they  are  as  correct  as  those  of  the  steno- 
grapher. (Mr.  Gregq  explained,  and  said  he  did 
not  use  the  word  dagger.)  Mr,  N.  said  it  was  of 
no  importance,  what  the  mstrument  was,  whether 
a  sword,  a  dagger,  or  a  knife,  if  he  was  to  touch 
the  viuls.  It  was  a  fifi'urative  expression,  and 
the  gentleman  might  select  either  of  the  figures 
which  he  preferred.  He  himself  had  used  the 
word  dagger,  supposing  it  the  most  appropriate, 
and  the  most  congenial  to  the  gentleman's  own 
mind.  [Mr.  Gregq  said  he  would  take  some 
other  opportunity  of  explaining.]  Mr.  N.:  The 
gentleman  declared  the  measure  was  calculated 
to  stab  Great  Britain  in  her  vitals.  I  appeal  to 
th«*  Committee  if  such  is  not  their  recollection. 
The  gentleman  himself  does  not  df  ny  it ;  he  only 
•«ys  he  did  not  use  the  word  dagger.  But  if 
Great  Biitain  believes  that  we  can  persist  in  it, 


and  sees  that  we  are  determined  to  sustain  her 
enemy  against  her,  and  to  stab  her  in  her  fiiak 
she  will  consider  it  as  cause  of  war  and  will 
make  war. 

Are  gentlemen  prepared,  then,  to  hazard  thra 
consequences?  Are  they  ready  to  go  to  war  for 
the  protection  of  this  carrying  trade,  in  which  the 
great  bulk  of  the  nation  have  no  interest?  I  Fea- 
ture to  assert  that  nineteeo-twentieths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  countrv  have  no  interest  whiterer  in 
the  trade  for  whicn  we  are  now  about  tocooietid. 
One  consolation,  however,  yet  remains:  let  this 
House  receive  the  measure  as  favorably  as  they 
may,  the  people  will  condemn  it,  when  they  fed 
its  consequences.  We  may  run  headlong  into  war, 
bat  we  shall  not  have  the  trouble  of  carrying  it  on 
The  people  will  supply  our  places  w:th  other  rep- 
resentatives:  they  will  not  &o  readily  forgive  oi. 
I  trust  in  Qod  they  will  not. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.GBOTK- 
insbield)  thinks  the  measure  will  not  lead  to  wtr; 
but  if  he  believed  it  would,  this  would  be  no  ob- 
jection with  him  to  the  resolution— he  would  will 
vote  for  it.  We  can  convert  our  vessels,  hesiys, 
into  privateers,  and  can  capture  two  or  three  Brit- 
ish vessels  for  one  of  our  own  that  will  be  lost 
How,  I  ask.  is  this  to  benefit  the  farmer  or  the 
planter?  What  proportion  of  these  profits  is  to 
go  into  their  pockets?  The  gentleman  mty  vest 
bis  capital  in  privateers,  and  may  make  t  fortune. 
Here,  sir,  he  plays  the  merchant  again.  What- 
ever the  effect  may  be  on  the  great  body  of  tb? 
people,  he  is  Shylock  still.  The  nation  may  hlee^ 
at  every  pore,  but  he  will  have  his  pound  of  flwk- 
This  privateering  business,  however,  will  ootdo. 
Great  Britain  has  eight  hundred  ships-of'War,8Bd 
it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  she  can  fitootu 
many  privateers  as  we  can.  But.  sir,  the  idea  of 
our  meeting  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean  is  too 
ludicrous  to  he  repelled  by  serious  argument  Uf 
friend  from  Virginia  has  given  the  best  answer  to 
il^  in  his  prescription  of  a  straight-wai^tcoaj, « 
dark  room,  depletion,  and  water-gruel  It  is  i^ 
as  absurd  as  to  talk  of  fitting  out  a  privtteer  to 
fight  a  seventy-four. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has anolber 
measure  in  reserve  to  wound  Britain.  He  tells 
us  we  must  confiscate  the  public  debt.  This  is  t 
strange  doctrine  fur  men  who  talk  so  mochof  ot* 
tionalhooor.  I  have  always  believed  it  roo^t  boa- 
orable  to  pay  our  debts,  instead  of  swindtiof  oot 
creditors.  My  determination,  however,  has  Jon( 
since  been  taken  on  this  point.  I  will  never  cop- 
sent  to  lay  my  hands  upon  the  public  debu bat  fot 
the  purpose  of  fairly  extinguishing  it.  L^  ^ 
conflict  with  Great  Britain  proceed  to  what  len^ 
it  may,  I  will  never  lend  my  aid  to  defraud  W 
subjects  of  that  debt,  for  the  payment  o(  whiw 
the  national  faith  is  solemnly  pledged*  "^^^JT 
tion  may  do  it,  but  if  it  be  onfce  done,  the  vioU^ 
tions  of  the  national  honor,  which  are  nowJO 
loudly  complained  of,  will  weigh  but  an  atotnii 
the  scale,  when  compared  with  the  blow  j^>u  yo^jj 
selves  will  level  at  your  own  honor.  Too  wii» 
set  yourselves  up  as  a  rare  and  modern  ^mJ!  a 
of  the  Punica  fides,  for  p^i  will  so  eisctosllt  W*** 
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jour  eredit,  that  I  venlore  to  affirm  you  will  make 
no  mora  loans.  Hdd  i  miilioot  to  lead.  I  would 
Dot  trust  you  with  a  dollar. 

To  justify  the  measure  now  proposed,  we  are 
leferred  to  tiie  years  1793  and  1794 ;  aod  because 
a  resolutioo  somewhat  similar  to  the  present  wa» 
then  adopted,  and  bad  well  nigh  passed  into  a  law, 
we  ar«  oalled  upon  to  sanction  that  which  is  now 
before  us.  But  will  gentlemen  undertake  to  say 
that  our  situation  at  this  time  will  justify  sucn 
measares  as  were  adopted  then  ?  Will  they  m'e- 
tend  that  we  have  now  the  same  grounds  for  hos- 
tility against  Britain,  or  that  the  tvro  periods  can 
be  compared  with  each  other?  What  was  our 
situation  in  1793  and  1794?  We  had  made  a 
treatf  in  the  year  1783  with  Great  Britain.  Ten 
years  after,  some  of  its  most  important  stiptilations 
OD  her  part  were  unfulfilled.  She  had  pledged 
herself  to  restore  to  our  citizensan  immeoseamount 
of  property  which  had  been  taken  from  them.  She 
had  engaged  to  nut  us  in  possession  of  the  west- 
ern po«ts.  With  neither  of  these  engagements 
had  she  then  complied.  Year  aAer  year  she  was 
aetif  e  in  kindling  a  destructive  war  upon  oor  fron- 
tier, and  had  let  loose  the  savsges  of  the  wilder- 
ness upon  our  peaceable  citizens.  The  Algerina 
too  were,  at  the  instigation  of  BritaiD,  committing 
depredations  on  oor  commerce;  and,  in  addition 
tojkli  this,  she  directed  a  blow  at  our  trade,  more 
Injurious  than  that  which  is  now  complained  of: 
fur  she  ordered  her  cruisers  to  capture  all  vesseb 
laden  with  provisions  going  to  the  French  colo- 
nies, or  returning  from  them  with  the  products  of 
those  colonies  on  board.  Then  it  was  that  the 
mea«are  alluded  to  was  adopted  by  one  branch  of 
the  Le;gislature,and  it  is  most  certain  that  we  had 
eaose  enough  to  go  to  war.  But  is  our  situation 
at  all  aimilar  now?  Have  we  any  of  those  oot- 
lages  to  complain  of  at  this  time?  Not  one.  A 
part  of  our  trade,  it  is  true,  is  affected,  but  it  is  that 
part  which  is  the  least  interesting  to  the  nation. 
When  I  say  this,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  believed 
that  1  mm  willing  to  abandon  it,  or  that  I  mean  to 
palliate  the  conduct  of  Great  Briuin.  My  only 
object  is  to  show,  that,  for  this  carrying  trade,  we 
ought  not  to  bring  upon  ourselves  the  calamities 
of  war,  nor  to  pursue  a  line  of  conduct,  which, 
though  it  ms]^  affect  Great  Britain,  will  operate 
much  more  injuriously  upon  our  own  country. 

li  is  mid,  however,  that  the  measure  will  not 
Irad  lo  war.  This  I  am  willing  to  grant,  for  ar- 
gument's sake.  Let  us,  then,  take  it  in  the  most 
uvorabie  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  pre- 
eented.  and  inquire  into  iu  consequences. 

Suppose  Britain  does  not  consider  it  a  cause 
of  war,  but  that,  nevertheless,  instead  of  relax- 
ing in  her  system,  she  should  obstinately  persist 
io  It.  Gentlemen  seem  to  have  looked  at  only  one 
aide  of  the  question,  and  appear  to  have  forgotten 
that  every  (luestion  has  two  sides  to  it.  In  their 
aojciety  to  injure  Briuin,  they  have  not  attended 
fo  the  eff^ts  which  their  proposition  is  calculated 
to  produce  at  home.  Should  she  persist,  in  what 
maoaer  are  we  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
mea»iire?  Let  us  see  bow  it  is  to  operate  on  the 
laveAue.    And  here  it  would  be  well  to  xemmd  i 


gentlemen  thst  almost  the  whole  of  our  revenue 
IS  derived  from  the  duty  paid  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  merchandise,  and  that  this  dmy  annu* 
ally  amounts  to  eleven  millions  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Our  imports  from  Great  Britain  amouVit  annually 

to $27  400.000 

From  the  Britbh  East  Indies  to  ^  3500000 
From  the  British  West  Indies  to  -  4,570,000 
From  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 

and  Canada,  to     •       -       -       -        540,000 

Making  in  the  whole        -       -  $36,010,000 
It  is  uncertain  how  much  is  exported, 
but  say 6,010,000 

Leaving  for  importations  -       -  (^,000.000 

The  revenue  on  which,  as  appears  by  tbereport 
of  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  amounts  Co  five 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirty^two  thousand  dul* 
larsjor  very  little  less  thsn  one-half  of  our  whole 
revenue  derived  from  imports. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gaboo) 
thou§[bi  he  had  gained  an  immense  triumph,  in 
showing  that  1  had  been  guilty  of  an  error  in  slat- 
ing the  average  duty  on  importations  from  Britain 
at  twenty  per  cent.,  which  he  says  is  not  more 
than  fourteen  per  cent,  it  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered that  1  did  not  pretend  to  speak  with  accu- 
racy ;  for  when  I  made  a  few  observations  prefao- 
ing a  resolution  which  Isobmiited  some  timesinee. 
[  had  no  documents  from  which  a  calculation  coula 
be  made.  I  supposed  that  the  importations  from 
Britain  might  amount  to  twenty  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and,  taking  the  average  duty  at  twenty 
per  cent.,  said  five  millions  of  revenue  would  be 
affected.  Does,  however,  the  detection  of  the  error 
change  the  result  ?  It  does  not  \  for  it  appears^ 
by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source  is  five 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  is  more  than  I  stated  it  at.  Is^l  thi% 
then,  to  be  put  to  hazard  ?  Are  we  to  cast  it  upon 
the  ocean  of  uncertainty,  without  helm  or  chart? 
And  far. what  ?  To  protect  that  trade  from  which 
the  revenue  is  derived  ?  No,  sir.  Tu  protect  that 
trade  which  carries  our  own  producU  to  market 
and  brings  home  in  return  the  articles  of  our  con- 
sumption ?  No,  sir ;  but  to  protect  a  trade  inter- 
esting onlv  to  a  few  merchants,  and,  I  re^at  it 
again,  totally  uninteresting  to  more  than  nineteeft- 
twentieths  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Gentle* 
men  ask,  Will  you  not  assist  the  merchant  in 
recovering  his  property?  1  answer.  Yes,  most 
willingly,  but  not  at  this  exp  use.  I  will  not  com- 
mit to  chance  nearly  one-naif  of  the  revenue  of 
the  nation,  which  we  have  already  pledged  for  the 
fair  aod  honorable  discharge  of  the  public  debt. 
Sir,  when  I  said, some  days  ago.  that  five  millions 
of  the  revenue  would  be  affecteil  by  this  measure, 
I  was  understood  by  some  to  have  stated  that  it 
would  be  diminished  to  the  amount  of  &vt  mil- 
lions. This,  however,  was  not  my  stateoient ;  for 
1  well  knew  that  it  was  not  in  t^  power  of  hii» 
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-wmo  iaffeHaity  to  eftlcdiate  the  extent  to  which  it 
^otld  be  affected.  But,  by  prohibftiii|3f  the  im- 
portation of  ^oods  from  the  only  couDtrythat  could 
furnish  at!  of  them,  you  would  thereby  hazard  the 
whole  revenue  derived  from  them,  and  a  part  of 
it  would  certainly  be  lost.  What  amount  wm^d 
b<a  lo8t«  I  did  not  pretend  to  say ;  I  do  not  now 
pretend  to  say ;  it  is  beyond  my  rea^h ;  but  that 
A  couAderable  amount  would  be  lost,  seemed  io  he 
admitted  by  everybody,  except  the  gentlemaa 
'from  Massachusetts,  who  said  we  shpuTd  Bot  lose 
a  dollar. 

[Mr.  Crowninshield  explained,  by  observing^ 
that  he  had  said  the  measure  would  not.  in  his 
opinion,  affect  the  revenue  beyond  a  million  of 
dollars,  ao^  the  gentleman  had  now  reduced  it  to 
oae  dollar.] 

Sir,said  Mr.NioHOLsoN,  the  gentleman  declared, 
when  he  was  addressing  you  on  the  resolution,  that 
lie  had  before  stated  be  did  not  beliere  the  reve- 
nue would  be  dimini«hed  one  million  of  dollars, 
but  that  he  had  since  thought  it  Would  not  be  dt- 
wnished  a  mnffle  dollar.  He  now  foes  back,  how- 
ever, to  his  million,  and  this  is  the  difficulty  which 
isontitntly  presents  itself.  None  of  us  can  tell  how 
much  the  revenue  will  be  dimini^hed^though  every 
ooe  acknowledges  to  a  irery  great  extent.  My  fear 
ia,  that  the  loss  will  be  equal,  at  least,  to  two  or 
taree  millions.  How  strange  are  the  arguments 
offered  to  us !  One  gentleman  tells  you  you  ought 
to  protect  commeroe,  because  we  derive  our  rev- 
enue from  it;  and  yet,  in  the  same  moment,  he 
advocates  a  measure  which  he  admits  is  to  destroy 
a  large  amount  of  that  Tery  revenue  he  is  so 
Miaslrous  of  protecting.  Another  calls  on  you  to 
protect  the  revenue,  and  warns  you  against  direct 
laxes,  whilst  his  favorite  measure  (by  destroying 
a  considerable  amount  of  revenue)  renders  direct 
taxes  necessary.  I  warn  those  gentlemen,  in  my 
.tarn,  against  direct  taxes.  Let  them  take  rare 
that  they  do  not,  by  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
'Oompel  the  nation  to  resort  to  those  taxe^,  which 
•they  tay  was  the  rock  upon  which  the  former  Ad- 
rSiiniatratioB  split.  Let  them  remember  that  the 
direertax  for  two  aiillions  of  dollars  only,  which 
■waa  laid  eight  years  ago,  is  not  yet  received  into 
'the  Treasury.  Will  they,  by  adopting  this  meas- 
mra,  and  thereby  reducing  the  revenue,  drive  Ub 
iaio  exeise  duties  as  a  aubstitute  9  They  ought  to 
'teaoHtot  that  this,  too,  was  once  a  favonte  scheme 
-of  laiihig  revenue,  though  not  a  very  fortunate  or 
a  tery  popular  one,  as  some  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  can  testity.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
they  at  lea«t  will  not  be  very  willing  to  burn  their 
infers  with  it  a  Second  time.  They  have  their 
^oerienee  on  this  point*  But,  when  gentlemen 
^1  upon  ut  to  agreci  with  them  in  a  measure  which 
they  admit  will  considerably  diminish  the  reve- 
nue, (though  they  cannot  calculate  the  extent.) 
Why  do  they  not  tell  us  what  they  intend  to  pro- 
pose as  a  tubstitote?  I  want  to  see  their  ways 
and  maans  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  Until 
they  show  us  these,  I,  for  one,  will  not  consent  to 
tot  off  our  present  resources.  Are  we  to  borrow  7 
It  will  not  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  talk  of  borrow- 
^  tad  of  ooafiaoation  in  the  same  breath.    We 


shall  find  nobody  to  trust  as  $  and  if  we  could,  we 
must  stili  find  the  ways  and  means  of  paying. 

Let  us,  however,  pursue  thi«  resolution  tbroQeh 
all  its  el^ts,  and  etill  continue  to  consider  it  m 
as  favorable  a  point  of  view  as  its  best  friends  can 
wish  for  ;  let  it  be  admitted,  that  we  can  proeon 
from  other  countries  all  those  articles  which  we 
prohibit  the  importation  of  fVom  Great  Britain, 
and  of  coarse  that  the  revenue  will  not  be  dimio- 
ished  at  all.  It  may  yet  be  worth  while  to  ioqatre, 
whether  the  necessary  cons^nenees  that  mast 
follow,  will  not  operate  most  injuriously  opon  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  say  nothiag  of 
the  great  difficulty  which  the  importing  merchants 
must  experience  in  changing  their  course  of  trade, 
from  that  channel  in  which  it  has  been  aeeiM- 
tomed  to  fldw  for  eighteen  or  twenty  yean;  ap- 
pointing new  agents,  and  forming  new  eorm- 
pondenee  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  tiie 
absolute  impossibility  of  obtainins^  the  same  ere* 
dit  there,  that  they  enjoy  in  England ;  these  an 
minor  coasiderafions.  But,  sir,  let  us  iaqoire 
whether  the  merchants  anti  the  agriculturists  will 
experience  no  loss  from  this  change.  We  export 
annually  to  Ghisat  Britain,  of  domestic  produce, 
more  than  thirteen  and  an  half  millions oif  dollars, 
and  to  her  colonial  possessions  more  tbaa  six  mil- 
lions, making  in  the  whoio  upwards  of  twentf 
millions  of  dollars ;  to  alt  the  rest  of  the  WoriJ  we 
export,  in  domeeitic  produce,  only  about  nfoeteen 
and  an  half  millions  ot'  dolla  rs.  Prom  Great  Bri- 
tain we  get  her  ftianufactures  in  exebaiig«  for 
our  produce,  and  it  is  said  that  we  can  procoit 
the  same  articles  from  oth^r  countries;  this  n 
admitted  for  argument' sake;  but  those  other  eono- 
trieswill  not  purchase  our  domestic  produce,  they 
do  not  want  it ;  it  must  therefore  still  go  to  great 
Britain,  and  her  colonies^  if,  mdeed,  they  wm  re- 
ceive it;  and  it  must  there  be  sold.  Wbattmn 
will  b6  the  state  of  the  case  ?  We  shall  auDttallf 
have  in  Entjland,  for  produce  sold  there,  and  wr 
bills  of  exchanp^e  drawn  by  the  colonies,  more 
than  twenty  miilidns  of  dollars;  this  som  mt^ 
be  sent  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  to  pa  j  fbr  the 
goods  we  purchase  there.  I  now,  theretbre,  a« 
gentlenien  if  they  have  calculated  the  tSeetam 
forcing  this  large  sum  out  of  it^  natural,  or  ratner 
out  ofits  habitual  channel  1  Have  thej  ealeun^ 
ted  the  effect  to  be  produced  on  excnange,  vf 
sending  annually  from  Bnj^and  more  than  twenty 
miUioaa  Of  dollafs,  over  and  above  the  curtomarr 
remittances  ?  Let  them  look  to  a  late  occurrence- 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  lately  w  »*  '^ 
mitted  from  Bngland,  to  pay  the  British  ^P!^? 
the  continent,  and  it  "was  necessarily  dondby  d»>^ 
of  exchanxre.  It  was,  as  ours  will  be,  a  ^''•'^^ 
tion  out  of  the  Ordinary  course;  and  lam  ^5" 
informed  that  it  had  the  immediate  eflb<J^w>  "JJ* 
the  rate  of  exchange  fifteen  per  cent.  The»»» 
of  Maryland,  within  the  last  year,  had  three  bw- 
dred  thousand  dollan  in  Bngland  to  be  be  remit- 
ted to  this  country,  and  even  for  this  small  lamoum 
the  State  was  obliged  to  pay  one  p«r  cent,  awj^ 
par.  Am  I  not,  then,  fblfy  warranted  in  ssfjnf; 
thatwhcfn  the  American  merchants  will  woff% 
have  io^EBfland  mora  tlMitt  twelte  minwns  w 
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dollin,  to  be  remitted  to  the  ooatioeot,  to  be  forced 
out  of  iu  ordJDary  coursie,  iato  new  and  extraor* 
dijury  obaiiDeb,  that  it  will  rajbe  the  price  of  ex- 
cbaoffe,  at  leasts  from  tiz  to  ten  per  ceat.,  aod  that, 
therdore,  aa  anaual  loss  will  be  iaeunred,  from 
twelre  handred  thoQsaad  to  two  millioas  of  dol- 
lars 1  Thift  loss  will  not  fall  upon  those  who  con* 
some  your  produce  ia  fioglaad,  nor  I  believe  upoa 
yoor  own  merchaots  who  buy  it  here;  for,  when 
they  are  making  their  purchases  here,  they  will 
calculate  the  losses  they  are  to  suRtain  abroad,  and 
these  will  be  coDsidered  in  the  prices  which  they 
will  pay ;  the  necesaaryr  eoasequenoe  therefore  is, 
that  the  prioe  of  American  produce  must  sink  in 
proportion  to  this  great  loss,  and  that  the  loss  will, 
of  course,  fall  upon  American  agriculture* 

Again,  sir,  as  to  the  effect  upon  the  market  for 
American  produce.  We  send  %o  England  and  her 
colonies  large  quantities  of  our  native  productions ; 
I  will  instance  ootlon  alone.  In  1805^  we  exported 
to  England  25,770,000  pounds  of  cotton,  valued  at 
96,18^979;  in  1805,  it  would  be  still  more,  be- 
cause in  1804,  we  exported  to  Liverpool,  78y953 
balen,  and  in  the  three  fir«t  quarters  of  tiie  year 
1805,  the  export  to  ]Liiverpool  was  93,614  bales; 
tbiia,  it  appears  that  England  is  a  great  and  in- 
«reasiog  market  for  our  cotton.  We  import  from 
Bogboa  all  the  cotton  goods  we  use,  except  the 
white  aod  stained  cottons  which  come  from  the 
Ba«t  Indies.  By  diminishing  the  importation,  of 
these  fabrics,  we  of  course  diminish  the  demand 
for  our  own  cotton ;  for  nothing,  is  more  clear, 
than  that  as  soon  as  we  refuse  to  import  her  cot* 
too  manufactures,  she  must  refuse  to  buy  of  us 
the  raw  material  out  of  which  the3F  are  made. 
The  cooaequence  will  be  a  reduction  ia  the  price 
of  oor  eotton,  to  the  aimount,  probably  of  fifty  or 
one  hundred  per  cent.  With  some,  however, 
tfaia  reduction  m  the  price  may  iK)t  be  very  objeo* 
lioiiable ;  I  mean  with  those  merchantik  who  are 
trading  to  India  with  large  capitals,  and  who  tell 
yott  they  can  furnish  us  with  cotton  goods  from 
theace.  For  these  men  say  as  soon  ^  cotton  can 
hit  bought  in  this  country  at  twelve  and  an  half 
or  fifteeo  cents  per  pound,  it  will  become  a  ffood 
export  to  India  as  a  substitute  for  money.  Now, 
however  agreeable  it  may  be,  to  these  n^robants 
to  inerease  their  fortunes,  by  reducing  the  price  of 
cotton.  I  imagine  it  will  not  be  verv  favorably 
considered  by  the  planters  of  the  Southern  States, 
who  send  their  cotton  to  Ensland,  and  sell  it  from 
tweaty-five  to  sixty  cents.  This  is  one  of  the  ef- 
U»U  to  be  produceid  on  the  Southern  States,  and 
the  gentleman  frpm  Georgia  considers  them  more 
inieresied  in  this  measure  than  the  others.  This 
may  be  true,  but  1  mean  to  show  that  the  Middle 
S«aiea  are  very  much  interested  in  it  likewise.  1 
do  not  intend  to  notice  the  tobacco  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  although  ia  this 
article  we  export  to  England,  from  two  and  an 
haJ£  to  four  and  an  half  million^  of  dollars  an- 
mMiUy.  We  export  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
in  Aoof,  corn  meal,  other  prp visions,  and  lumber, 
annually,  about  f'xx  millions  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. We  receive  in  return  rum,  sugar,  and  oofiee, 
to«Uie  ampQAtof  fourand  aA  half  miUioAs  oi  dol- 


lars ;  the  remainder  partly  in  specie,  but  principally 
in  bills  of  exchange  on  England.  If  we  refuse  to 
take  these  four  millions  and  an  hali^  in  the  pro- 
duets  of  these  islands,  can  \\xt  West  Indian  planter 
purchase  our  articles  at  as  high  a  price  as  he  now 
pays  for  them  ?  Certainly  not,  and,  the  inevita* 
ble  effect  will  be  to  reduce  the  value  of  all  those 
products  which  are  the  growth  of  the  Middle 
States.  In  fact,  it  may  be  said  general^,  that 
when  you  prohibit  the  importation  into  this  coun- 
try of  aU  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain*  you  thereby  diminish 
their  ability  to  purchase  the  products  of  our  own 
country,  ior  which  Great  Britain  furnishes  a 
greater  market  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world  bo> 
sides.  The  more  extensive  the  prohibition^  the 
more  extensive  the  injury  to  ourselves. 

I  have  examiaed  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  under  three  difiereat 
views:  First.  That  the  manner  ia  which  it  ia 
expressed,  together  with  the  language  of  those 
who  support^M  it.  would  be  calculated  to  produce 
war.  Secondly.  That,  by  adopting  it,  we  should 
haxard  nearly  one-half  of  our  revenue,  a  consid- 
erable part  of  which  would  be  lost  And  thirdly. 
That  it  neither  of  these  effects  were  produced^  the 
necessary  consequence  would  be  a  vast  diminu- 
tion in  the  value  of  our  own  prodnctsL  which 
would  fall  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  tne  com- 
munity alone. 

I  must  now  be  permitted  to  recur  agaia  to  the 
second  point,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  we 
cannot  he  supplied  with  many  important  articlea 
from  other  nations,  which  we  get  frtoi.  Great 
Britain,  and^  of  course,  that  the  whole  of  the  rev- 
enue collected  from,  tnese,  will  be  sunk  to  the 
United  States.  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairmaur  of  the 
difficulty  of  proving  a  nei|attve — it  can  only  be 
done  by  examining  the  positions  held  by  your  ad*' 
versaries,  and  by  showing  the  weakness  of  their 
arguments.  And  here  I  may  be  permitted  to.ezr 
press  a  wish,  that  gentleman  who  mv  wt  can  he 
supplied  from  oth^  countries,  had  ottered  us»  in* 
stead  of  their  (Minions,  some  proofs,  some  author^ 
ities.  But  we  have  had  none*  Since  I  offered  4 
resolution,  some  days  ago,  for  a  partial  prohibition 
only,  I  have  been  availed  by  anonymous  letltfa 
and  anonymous  writers  in  newspapc^  attempting 
to  prove  that  the  ground  which  I  then  took  waa 
not  tenable ;  and,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  haTS 
found  more  argument  in  them  than  I  hate  hearir 
on  this  floor. 

My  positioo,  when  I  submitted  the  resolntioifr 
for  a  filial  prohibition,  was,  that  our  revenue  waa 
derived  from  imposts ;  that  nearly  one-half  of  it 
arose  from  the  articles  imported  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  that  with  a  great  proportion  (in  aiaoaBt)i 
of  these  we  could  not  be  supplied  by  other  nations. 
This  position  I  still  mainuiin,  aad  will  eadearoe 
to  prove  it  by  the  documents  now  on  the  tables 

From  the  documents,  it  appears  that,  although 
we  exported  to  Great  Britain  and  Irelaad,  in  the 
year  1804.  of  our  domestic  produce,  only  $1 1.787^ 
000,  yet  tnat  we  imported  trom  these  two  plaeei, 
in  goods  paying  the  a^  valorem  duty,  more  thaa 
double  mtX  suai|  embmaing  with  iwcongcWiable 
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exception^  a(l  the  woollen,  cotton,  linen,  silk« 
saeu^,  earthen,  glaRS,  and  paper  manufactures,  and 
amouBtingf  to  about  26.000.000  of  dollars.  In 
that  year  we  imported  from  all  the  world  (includ- 
ing Britain  and  Ireland)  in  the  same  kind  of  goods 
aying  the  ad  valorem  duty      -  933  772.125 

om  Great  Britain  and  Ireland         -  26,000,000 


Leaving  this  as  the  amount  of  imports 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world    -    7,772,125 


Id  the  same  year  we  exported  to  all 
Europe,  including  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  of  domestic  produce    -  23.085,000 

Of  this  W6  sent  to  Briuin  and  Ire- 
land         11.787.000 

Leaving  for  the  export  to  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe        -        -       -       -  11^,000 

Supposing  the  merchant  to  have  gain- 
ed for  bis  freight,  insurance,  risk, 
dbc,  only  thirtv-three  and  a  third  per 
eent..  and  I  oelieve  it  is  .more  rre- 
qoee'tiy  fifty  pet  cent.,  you  must  add    3,766,110 


Leaving  this  sum  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  at  the  disposal  of  our  mer- 
ohants 15,064.110 


Of  these  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  about  one- 
bulf  are  sent  to  England  by  means  of  bills  of 
exchange,  to  pay  for  those  goods  which  we  get 
from  I  hence.  Now,  in  it  not  fair  reason,  if  the 
goods  which  we  get  from  Britain  and  Ireland 
could  be  purchased  on  the  continent,  that  our 
xnercbants  would  supply  themselves  there,  where 
the  money  it,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble,  ex- 
pense, and  risk,  of  remitting  it  to  England  1  If 
coarse  woollen  cloths,  for  instance,  are  to  be  had 
from  Germany,  why  are  they  not  brought  to  us  ? 
And  is  It  not  an  incontestable  fact  that  we  import 
Done  of  them  ?  It  is,  sir ;  at  least,  such  is  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  obtained  from  mercan- 
tile men  of  the  first  respectability,  both  on  this 
floor,  and  in  the  large  trading  towns  of  the  United 
Slates.  In  fact,  the  information  which  I  have 
received  from  them,  gives  the  same  result  as  to 
woollen,cotton,  metal,  and  earthen  manufactures. 
It  appears  impossible  that  we  could  be  supplied 
from  the  continent  of  Europe  with  these  ariicles. 
when  we  could  sell  our  own  products  at  better 
prices,  and  obtain  these  goods  on  better  terms,  by 
•xehanginsf  the  one  for  the  other  in  the  same 
asarket.  The  truth  is,  that  we  get  none  of  them. 
And  why?  Not  because  we  have  not  money  on 
the  continent  to  purchase  with,  but  because  they 
are  not  to  be  had  there. 

I  offer  this  as  a  general  argument  to  meet  the 
assertions  of  those  gentlemen,  who  say  that  we 
can  be  supplied  elsewhere  than  from  Britain. 

It  has  more  than  once  been  alleged,  that  We 
can  get  from  Gkrmanyall  the  coarse  woollen  cloths 
that  we  require,  and  Saxony  in  particular  has  been 
DMn tinned  as  being  capable  of  fornibhing  a  large 
aopply.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  newspaper  contain 
ing  an  extract  from  a  German  periodical  work. 


This  extract  has  been  published  for  the  |  urpoee 
of  showing  that  some  statements  heretofore  made 
by  me.  relative  to  the  German  manufactures,  were 
imperfect.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  quite  prudent 
to  notice  in  the  House,  attacks  made  upon  us  in 
the  newspapers,  but  as  there  is  nothing  persooai 
in  this,  and  it  is  said  to  contain  historical  factsL 
published  at  this  moment  for  information,  I  will 
venture  to  examine  it.  What  1  shall  read  will  be 
the  extracts  from  the  German  work.  It  aiztes 
that  the  "  Electorate  of  Saxony  has  about  two  mil- 
'  lions  of  inhabitants.  It  contains  eighty-nine 
'  large  and  small  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which 

*  principally  subsist  by  the  manufacture  of  wooU 
'  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  wootlea 
^  manufactures  are  calculated  at  eighty-five  thou- 

*  sand." 

As  Saxony  has  been  selected,  the  presumption 
is  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  roaon- 
facturing  States  in  Germany,  and  as  a  fact  of 
very  great  importance,  it  is  stated  that  eighty-five 
thousand  of  its  inhabitants  are  employed  in  manu- 
facturing wool.  Supposing  the  same  proportion 
to  exist  throughout  all  Germany,  between  the 
whole  population,  and  that  part  of  it  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  it  follows  thatleks  than 
one  twentieth  part  are  concerned  in  this  branch. 
How  then  can  the  woollen  manufactures  in  Ger- 
many bear  a  comparison  with  those  of  England  7 

The  counties  in  England  in  which  the  manu- 
facture of  wool  is  mo>t  extensively  carried  od^ 
are  Lancaster,  York,  Wilts.  Gloucester,  Somerset. 
Essex,  and  Devonshire ;  and  1  learn  from  a  work  oT 
very  high  authority,  Postlethwayt's  Universal 
Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  that  in  the 
parish  of  Halifax  only,  in  Yorkshire,  there  are 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  kerseys  alone,  if 
then  in  a  single  parish  this  great  number  of  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  maauiacturing  one  species 
only  of  coarse  cloths^  what  number  may  we  im- 
agine are  employed  m  the  woollen  manufacture 
throughout  England  ?  I  find  from  the  same  au- 
thority that  not  less  than  one  million  are  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  fine  cloths  only,  and  as 
those  of  a  coarser  kind  are  more  extensively  used, 
I  think  it  fair  to  calculate  that  two  millions,  at 
least,  of  the  people  of  England  are  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  woollen  cloths.  This  is  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  thdr  whole  population.  What 
then  is  the  consequence?  it  is  this — ^that  in 
England  where  one-fourth  of  the  people  carry  on 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  they  can.  not  only  sup- 
ply their  population  of  eight  millions,  but  also 
have  large  quantities  for  exportation;  while  in 
Germany,  where  it  is  carried  on  by  a  twentieth 
part  only,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  they  can  ex- 
port any,  after  supplying  their  own  population  of 
about  twenty-six  millions.  I  do  not  oelieve,  how- 
ever, that  they  do  even  supply  their  own  popu- 
lation, and  I  think  this  is  proved  by  an  extract 
from  the  same  German  work,  that  I  have  just  read 
from.  "  The  British  manufacturers  (says  this 
'  German  author)  consider  the  Saxons  as  danger- 

*  ous  rivals.  British  agents,  by  making  large  pur- 
'  chases  in  shearing,  raised  ikfi  price  ^  fine  wool 
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'  in  Saxony)  in  1B04^  19  per  cent.,  and  of  the  coar- 

*  aer  kinds  between  60  and  70  per  cent.  They 
'  endeavored  to  ruin  the  Saion  manufacturers. 
'  and  almost  succeeded.     When  the  coarsest  wool 

*  cost  from  four  to  five  rix  dollars,  a  piece  of  coarse 
^  cfoth  was  sold  at  13  to  14  rix  dollars.  Now  the 
'  same  wool  costs,  by  reason  of  British  purchases 
'  chiefly.  8  to  9  dollars ;  the  price  of  cloth  ought 
'  therefore,  to  be  30  rix  dollars,  but  importations 

*  from  England  keep  it  at  16  to  18  rix  dollars." 
What  then  are  the  facts  disclosed  in  this  extract  ? 
Tbey  are  these,  (and  1  consider  them  as  deciding 
the  question,  as  to  the  supply  of  cloths  to  be  drawn 
from  Germany,)  that  the  British  manufacturers 
can  go  into  Saxony,  purchase  up  the  Saxon  wool, 
carry  it  to  England,  manufacture  it  into  cloth, 
letum  with  it  again  to  Saxony,  pay  the  duties  with 
double  insurance  and  double  freight,  and  after  all, 
ean  aoderseli  the  Saxon  manufkciurer  in  his  own 
market.  Again,  sir,  Postlethwayt,  in  his  valu- 
able Tvork,  says,  that  in  Lei}isic,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  Saxony,  and  certainly  among  the 
most  commercial  in  Gkrmany,  at  their  fairs,  which 
are  held  twice  or  three  times  a  year,  an  immense 
tra4e  is  carried  on  in  English  cloths.  In  addition 
to  this,  I  will  state  further,  that  a  most  respectable 
Qertoan  bouse  to  whom  i  applied  by  letter,  say 
in  their  answer,  ^  from  the  best  information,  we 
'  can  collect,  we  learn  that  the  coarse  cloths  wnicb 
'  are  made  in  Germany,  are  generally  of  an  indif- 
'  ferent  quality,  and  not  faithfully  manufactured." 
Can  it  then  be  said,  after  a  knowledge  of  these 
foets,  that  we  can  be  supplied  from  Germany  with 
thoae  coarse  cloths  which  we  now  get  from  Eng- 
land ?  The  finer  ofies  I  believe  may  be  had  from 
France  and  Holland,  but  not  those  of  a  coarser 
Jdod. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  this  resolution  as  goine 
merely  to  a  prohibition  of  luxuries ;  these  I  shall 
be  wiuiog  to  surrender  as  soon  as  any  man.  But. 
sir,  the  luxury  of  a  substantial  cloth  coat  in  a  cold 
wiikter's  daj,  or  a  warm  woollen  blanket  in  a  cold 
vioter'ff  night,  I  do  not  wish  to  see  denied 
to  the  people  of  this  country.  As  to  woollen 
blankets,  they  manufacture  none  in  Germany, 
except  those  which  are  called  horse  blankets. 
Those  for  household  use^  are  all  made  of  cotton, 
atid  how  readily  our  habits  can  be  accommodated 
to  these,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

1  have  thus  endeavored  to  show,  with  what  suc- 
cess the  Committee  must  determine,  that,  by 
adopting  this  resolution,  we  hazard  a  war ;  that 
the  eourse  of  commerce  will  be  materially,  sud- 
dienly,  and,  therefore,  injuriously  changed;  that 
inasmuch  as  we  cannot  procure  from  other  coun- 
tries many  important  articles  with  which  Britain 
aopplies  us.  the  revenue  will  be  much  diminished ; 
and  that  the  value  of  our  own  products  will  be 
lessened  to  an  incalculable  amount.  Having  been 
a  considerable  time  on  the  floor,  1  feel  extremely 
exhausted,  and  will,  therefore,  close  my  remarks, 
although  it  was  my  wish  to  hare  said  much 
more  on  this  subject;  particularly  to  point  out 
the  differffut  effects  to  be  produced  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  now  under  discussion,  and 
that  which  was  submitied  by  myself.    To  my 


I  own  proposition,  however,  I  am  not  exclusively 
attached.  I  have  thought  and  do  still  think  it  the 
best  which  has  been  proposed.  This  I  trust  will 
he  the  opinion  of  the  House.  Believing  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  towards  this  country  not  to 
be  justified,  I  am  willing  to  unite  in  such  mea- 
sures as  may  induce  her  to  do  us  justice.  But  I 
will  not  go  to  the  extent  proposed  in  this  resolii- 
tion,  becau»e  I  am  persuaded  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves,  than  upon  those 
whom  we  intend  to  affect  by  it. 

Mr.  Macon. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  myself 
bound  by  the  call  which  has  been  made  by  three 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  (Messrs.  Gbego'^ 
Smilib,  and  Findley.)  with  whom  I  have  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  Iriendship,  a  friendship  oft 
my  part  sincere,  to  state  the  reasons  which  will 
govern  my  conduct  on  this  occasion ;  whether  they 
may  be  satisfactory  to  others  or  not,  they  are  per- 
fectly so  to  me.  That  a  difference  of  opinion  sub- 
sists between  the  members  with  regard  to  the 
measures  best  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  of  onr 
affairs,  is  evident  from  the  number  of  resolutions 
oii  your  table.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
liken  this  resolution  to  one  agreed  to  in  1793 ;  but 
are  they  alike?  I  think  not.  That  was  general, 
and  operated  alike  on  every  part  of  the  Union, 
while  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  special,  and  will  only 
operate  on  one  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  this  {Mir- 
tial  operation  will  be  severely  felt  by  that  section 
of  the  country  which  I  in  part  represent.  Be- 
sides this  clear  difference  in  the  two  resolntions, 
will  not  all  the  three  gentlemen  agree  that  there 
is  a  great  and  striking  difference  in  our  affiiirs 
with  Great  Britain— in  1793  and  now?  Her  mo- 
tives may  be  as  unfriendly  now  as  then ;  but  I 
speak  of  facts  known  to  all,  not  of  motives  j  she 
inen  held  the  western  posts,  she  then  detained  an 
immense  property  belonging  to  the  Southern  peo- 
ple, both  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 
She  then  instigated  the  Indians  to  war  on  the 
frontiers,  and  then,  as  at  this  time,  impressed  our 
sailors  and  captured  our  vessels ;  besides,  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  not  then  relinquished  the  princi- 
ple, that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods.  In 
relinquishing  this  principle,  they,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure lost  sight  of  the  carrying  trade,  by  peaceable 
means;  but,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  turn  to  Europe, 
they  will  find  that,  in  1793,  the  treaties  of  Pavia 
and  Pilnitz  were  in  force.  Let  the  facts  which  I 
have  stated  be  compared  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  all  must  confess  that  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable difference.  I  have  said  this  much  to 
show  that  there  is  no  analogv  in  the  fects  of  the 
present  time  and  those  of  1793,  and  that  there  is 
no  change  of  opinion  in  me.  If,  however,  I  am 
mistaken,  it  is  an  honest  mistake. 

This  nation,  in  my  opinion,  must  take  her 
choice  of  two  alternatives;  to  be  happy  and  con- 
tented, without  war,  and  without  internal  taxes; 
or  to  be  warlike  and  glorious,  abounding  with 
what  is  called  honor  and  dignity,  or  in  other  words 
taxes  and  blood.  If  it  be  the  nrst,  the  people  will 
continue  to  enjoy  that  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed—more  privileges  than  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  any  nation  with  whose  history  we  are  ac- 
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Snainted ;  the^  .will,  as  tbev  bare  done,  live  plen- 
fuUy  00  ibeir  farms,  and  such  as  choose,  will 
carry  oq  a  fair  trade,  by  ezchao^oi^  our  surplus 
productions  for  such  foreign  articles  as  we  may 
want.  If  we  take  the  other  ground  we  shall,  I 
feajc,  pursue  the  same  career,  which  has  nearlv,  or 

n'e  ruined  all  the  other  nations  of  the  globe, 
k  at  the  people  of  England,  legally  free,  bui 
half  their  time  figbtinff  for  the  honor  apd  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  carrying  trade,  and  see 
whether  they  nave  g^jqed  anything  by  all  their 
t)attles  for  the  nation  except  taxes,  and  these  they 
have  ia  the  greatest  abundance.  Look  also  at 
France,  before  the  Revolution,  and  we  shall  see  a 
people  possessing  a  fertile  country  and  fine  cli- 
tnate,  )iaving  the  honor  to  tight,  apd  be  taxed  as 
much  as  they  could  bear,  for  the  glory  and  dig- 
nity of  the  grand  manarqm.  Let  us  turn  from 
these  two  great  nations,  and  view  Switzerland 
during  the  same  period;  though  not  powerful 
like  the  others,  we  shall  see  the  people  free  and 
happy  without  wars,^  contented  at  home,  because 
they  had  enough  to  live  comfortably  on,  and  not 
overtaxed.  The  history  of  these  three  nations 
ought  to  convince  us  that  public  force  and  Ub- 
ertv  cannot  dwell  in  the  same  country. 

I  mean  not  to  impute  improper  motives  to  any 
one,  nor  to  examine  the  Journal  after  changes, 
though  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  hare  it  thnuhed 
over,  from  the  day  i  took  a  seat  ia  the  House  to 
the  present*  after  my  name;  and  if,  on  examina- 
tion, it  shall  appear  that  I  have  changed  my  pdi- 
tical  principles,  or  have  not  uniformly  adhered  to 
them,  I  am  willing  to  bear  the  name  of  a  politi- 
cal hypocrite.  I  have  formerly  been,  on  very 
great  questions,  in  very  small  minorities;  on  a 
most  important  question,  in  a  minority  not  suffi- 
cient to  command  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  will  say 
no  more  on  this  subject ;  nothing  can  be  more 
disagreeable  than  to  talk  abou^  one's  self,  and 
nothing  could  justify  it  but  the  call  which  has 
been  made;  perhaps  I  have  already  said  too  much 
on  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  say  less. 

The  dispute  with  Qreat  Britain  is  most  un- 
jjoestionablv  for  the  carrying  trade ;  a  trade  which 
IS  less  1;>enencial  to  the  nation  than  any  other, and 
a  trade  which  has  produced  most  of  our  disputes 
with  foreigii  nations,  and  it  is  the  only  trade  that 
requires  expensive  proteeiion.  Will  any  one  eon- 
tend  that  this  trade  is  half  as  important  af  the 
coasting  trade?  This  cannot  and  will  not  be  con- 
tended, for  eyery  one  knows  that  the  coasting  is 
the  best  tratfe.  It  not  only  exchanges  the  pro- 
duct9  of  one  oart  of  the  nation  for  those  of  an- 
other, but  it  also  tends,  by  making  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other,  to  connect  us  more  in- 
timately, and  to  make  every  part  harmonize  for 
the  pujilic  good.  The  trade  which  I  consider  the 
next  best  for  a  nation  to  carry  on,  is  the  direct 
trade  for  home  consumption,  by  which  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  one  country  isexchans^ed  for  that 
of  another;  and  in  this,  as  in  every  branch  of 
trade,  this  great  rule  will  be  adhered  to — buy 
cheap  and  sell  dear  if  you  can.  With  the  coast- 
ing and  direct  trade  agriciilture  is  more  nearly 
connected  than  with  any,  other.    But  a  nation 


may  be  agricultural  without  being  commerciiil. 
The  Swiss  cantons  and  Milan  were  of  this  de- 
scription, and  it  may  be  remarked  that  Milan  is 
the  most  populous  country  ia  Europe.  China  is 
said  to  be  of  the  same  charaoter ;  but,  as  iiitle  is 
known  of  that  country,  I  shall  not  quote  It  to  es- 
tablish a  fact  which  is  clearly  establi^ed  by  the 
other  two.  A  country  m^y  also  be  comaiareial 
without  being  highly  agricultural,  as  was  the  caae 
with  Venice  and  spme  other  European  Potpara. 
But  let  us  pursue  that  system  which  our  own  ezr 
perience  has  proved  to  be  the  best  for  the  United 
States;  for,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Cos-r 
stitution,  and  before  this  day,  we  have  had  tryini^ 
times.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  dudog  tba 
French  Revolution,  we  had  eomplaints  agataat 
France.  Her  Qovernment  issued  orders  of  which 
we  justly  complained;  one  of  thetoA,  I  beliava. 
declared  all  the  productions  and  manufaeiurea  oi 
Great  Britain  to  be  contraband  of  war ;  tbk,  if 
execnted,  would  have  nearly  cut  off  all  com  muni- 
cation  with  a  nation  with  whom  we  carried  oa 
the  greatest  trade.  What  did  we  then  dol  We 
sent  Ministers  to  France,  with  two  of  whom  sha 
refused  to  have  any  intercourse,  but  pretended  to 
be  willing  to  negotiate  with  the  other.  All  the 
Ministers  finally  retttrnted  home,  and  we  took  haif 
way  measures  against  her,  whien  are  the  worst  dT 
all  measures^  and  which  produced  a  sort  of  half 
war,  which  I  believe  injured  us  more  than  har— 
for  besides  the  actual  expense,  which  xamj  be  esti- 
mated at  not  less  than  J(1Q,OOQ,OOQ,  it  nearly  rui«ad 
the  agricultural  people  by  reducing  the  prioa  of 
produce ;  flour  it  reduced  from  twdve  and  fooih 
teen  dollars  per  barrel  to  six ;  and  tobatco,  fnm 
ten  and  twelve  dollars  per  hundred  to  threa;  and 
it  had  no  doubt  the  same  effect  on  other  arii^ 
cles  of  exportation.  And  how  were  we  rcAiaved 
from  these  evils  ?  We  again  sent  Ministers,  who 
were  received,  and  they  made  a  treaty.  Beoidei 
what  has  been  before  stated  of  the  coodoet  of 
Great  Britain,  it  will  not  be  fbr^ten  that  she 
declared  all  Franca  in  a  state  of  blodtade,  and 
thia  order  would  have  out  off  all  commercial  ia* 
tercourse  with  her,  who  tbea  wanted  much  of  ooc 
produce.  To  Great  Britain,  also,  a  Minister  waa 
sent,  and  he  made  a  treaty.  1  am  now  deetrous 
that  the  same  steps  should  be  pursued  before  wa 
adopt  decisive  measures.  We  onee  laid  an  em* 
bargo,  of  which  we  tired.  This  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  acting  cautiously,  and  of  taking  no  meat* 
ures  which  we  cannot  adhere  to.  All  the  geatAi- 
men  who  have  supported  the  resolution  now  as* 
der  consideration,  have  expressed  doubts  wbethtc 
it  would  produce  greater  effects  on  Britain  ot 
ourselves.  This  is  surely  doubting  its  policy,  lAd 
if  its  policy  be  doubted  by  its  friends,  what  ought 
to  be  the  result  of  our  inquiries,  especially  when 
it  is  beheved  that  its  adoption  will  materially  ia« 
iure  one  part  of  the  country,  and  that  part  aatii»> 
ly  agricultural?  Does  the  public  good,  about 
whidi  we  have  heard  so  much,  require  that  a 
measure  which  ita  friends  seem  to  think  of  doubt- 
ful policy,  otight  to  be  adopted,  when  none  can 
doubt  but  it  will  injure,  i(  not  sacrifice,  the  real 
interest  of  a  part  of  the  community  ?  Exan 
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the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
it  will,  at  one  glaoce,  show  from  what  quarter  the 
fteat  export  is  made  to  Great  Britain)  out  off  the 
UDporL  aod  you  will  lessen  the  price  of  the  ex- 
port, if  it  shall  he  exported.  But  we  are  told  that 
we  are  hound  to  protect  commerce,  meaoing,  I 
suppoaej  that  this  resolotioa  must  be  adopted. 
Tlea  if  we  are  really  bound,  and  there  is  no  dis- 
eretioo,  nothing  of  expediency,  there  is  no  occa- 
noQ  for  this  inrestigaUon,  Bui  gentlemen  well 
know,  that  on  every  question,  discretion  may  and 
will  be  exercised.  But  have  we  really  dona  noth- 
ing for  commerce  and  navifatios?  On  this  sub- 
ject I  can  con^eotly  appeal  to  those  most  inter- 
ested. What.  sin<:e  the  adoption  of  the  present 
Constitution^  nas  made  this  the  secctnd  commer- 
eiai  nation  m  the  world?  Before  that  we  had 
h«t  little  claim  to  the  character  of  a  commercial 
peofftk.  Has  not  the  protecting  duties  on  the  ton- 
sage  of  foreign  ressels,  and  on  ffoods  imported  in 
them^  produced  the  effect?  They  have  secured 
to  our  vessels  the  carrying  our  own  productions, 
wbicb  encourages  navigation  in  proportion  to 
their  bcilk.  Let  gentlemen  inquire  the  number  of 
cargoes  which  tobacco  and  cotton  alone  furnish 
tba  American  vessels.  Besides  this  encourage- 
meal  given  to  navigation,  has  not  a  law  been 
paaeed  to  favor  the  fisheries,  and  thereby  to  form 
sailors  for  the  uae  of  the  merchant  service  1  U 
maj  be  right  here  to  observe  that  I  neither  ap- 
pi0T€d  nor  voted  for  that  law,  bpt  no  attempt  has 
evar  been  made  to  repeal  it.  This  is  the  enconr- 
agtinent  by  which,  during  a  time  of  peace,  we 
hive  become  thei  second  commercial  nation  in  the 
vodd,  and  this  tojo  in  the  short  spaee  of  time  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  ConBtitution**-say,  if 
yoa  ploise,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1789.  One 
cooaeqaence,  a  little  curious^  is  produced  by  this 
encoiiragementy  which  is  this :  When  Europe  is 
at  jfOfkce^  the  protecting  duties  prevent  any  com- 
IjeutioB  by  foreign  vessels  to  carry  our  produc* 
taona,  and  when  at  war,  so  many  of  our  vessels 
•arrr  for  the  belligerent  nations,  that  freight  is 
nearly  aa  high  with  as  as  it  is  with  them,  so  that 
wbat  the  agricultural  people  pay  in  time  of  peace 
to  oaeonrage,  they  lose  the  benefit  of  when  Eu- 
rope is  at  war,  and  when  it  is  must  wanted* 

Among  the  arguments  unred  to  show  the  effect 
of  this  measure  on  Great  Britain^  one  is  that  it 
wili  insure u&  a  powerful  aid  in  that  country; 
that  the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
wluMe  interest  will  be  seriously  affected,  will  give 
yoo  ali  their  assistance.  This  argument  has  been 
eompletely  answered  by  a  gentleman  from  Qeor^ 
ma,  (Mr,  Eably*)  But  if  gentlemen  really  calcu*. 
late  to  make  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
it  aeems  to  me  that  a  different  plan  would  pro* 
dnoe  more  eAct*  Cut  off  all  intercourse  between 
them  and  u&and  adhere  to  the  plan  long. enough) 
and  you  will  find-  the  merchants  and  manufactu- 
rers of  England,  joined  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  West  lodies^  to  have  the  into-course  opened. 
The  Assembly  of  Jamaica  have  acknowledged 
that  they  cannot  get  supplies  in  plenty  except 
konh  the  United  States;  but  this  plan  would  op- 
erate 1^  much  on  beef^  pork*  ish^  and  ff our,  as  on 


tobacco  or  cotton.  But  this  would  be  too  strong 
for  them,  while  they  are  desirous  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ure which  will  have  the  same  effect  on  cotton  and 
tobacco.  Wl^t  is  this  but  a  sacrifice  of  a  part  of 
the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  to  what 
they  believe  will  be  a  protection  for  the  carrying 
trade  ?  I  should  like  it  quite  as  well  if  the  attempt 
was  not  to  he  made  solely  at  the  ri^k  of  one  part 
of  the  Union.  The  evil  is  felt  in  one  part,  but 
the  remedy  ^  to  be  applied  m  another.  Adopi 
general  measures,  which  will  operate  equally  in 
everv  part  of  the  country,  and  if  the  shoe  is  to 
pinch,  let  it  pinch  all  alike,  and  all  will  then  be 
willing  to  have  it  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  a  dollar  got 
by  this  carry^in|r  trade,  and  made  the  property  of 
the  nation,  is  just  as  good  as  a  dollar  got  any 
Qther  way.  even  by  the  cultivation  of  land.  But 
does  it  follow  from  thence  that  you  are  to  make» 
more  sacrifices  to  ^et  the  dollar  in  that  way  than 
it  is  worth?  I  think  not.  The  adoption  oftha 
resolution,  besides  its  unjust  and  partial  operatio% 
will  considerably  affect  the  revenue,  and  no  ways 
and  means  are  proposed  to  meet  any  deficiency. 
On  the  present  question  we  risk  a  revenue  of  tea 
millions  of  dollars  raised  on  the  consumption  of 
foreign  articles  in  the  Union,  to  gain— what?  (I 
speak  only  of  revenue)  an  additional  sum  of 
^50.000,  which  additional  sum  you  will  lose  at 
soon  as  you  depart  from  your  neutrality.  It  ia 
asked  again  and  a^ain,  if  we  have  not  a  right  to 
the  trade  abont  which  so  much  has  been  said  1 
If  the  doctrine  that  free  ships  should  make  free 
goods  had  obtained,  there  could  be  no  doubt  oa 
the  question ;  but  I  mean  not  to  examine  the  right 
but  the  effect  of  the  resolution ;  nor  do  1  mean  tos 
deny  that  the  trade  is  of  some  use  to  the  nation^ 
Merchants  would  not  so  anxiously  pnrsue  it,  if 
they  made  no  profit  by  it;  and  their  profit  adds  to 
the  national  stock,  and  may  affile t  the  price  of 
native  articles  offered  for  sale.  I  am  also  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  a  cargo  of  flour  or  any  other  na^ 
tive  production  sent  to  Uie  West  Indies,  and  there 
fairly  exchanged  for  sogar,  and  th^  sugar  brought 
hom^,  that  the  sugar  is  as  much  ours  as  the  pro-; 
duce  ol  our  own  soil,  and  this  sugar  so  obtained 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  to  those  that  may  want 
it  But  the  question  before  the  Committee  is  no( 
a  question  of  right,  but  of  expediency.  Is  the  pro* 
tection  which  will  be  given  to  this  carrying  tradcy 
by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  of  that  sort  and 
of  such  certainty,  as  to  justify  the  adoption  of  i| 
measure,  which  will  operate  excessively  bard  oa 
one  part  of  the  Union?  The  right  of  deposit  at 
New  Orleans  before  we  purchased  the  country^ 
was  certainly  as  well  established  as  our  ri^ht  to 
carry  coffee  and  sugar  to  France  and  Spain,  of 
any  where  else — it  was  a  right  acknowledged  by 
treaty.  But  when  the  deposit  was  refused^  wha^ 
did  we  do?  we  took  pacific  measures,  and  succeed* 
ed.  We  beard  then  much  about  honor  and  digoityj 
and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  enforce  our  right  by 
arms;  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  adopted  no 
mea«ure  like  the  present ;  we  then  acted  for  th^ 
general  welfare.  Uoes  ii  follow,  because  I  am  op* 
posed  to  the  rasolution,  that  I  am  unwilling  for 
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our  oitizeos  to  own  vessels?  It  does  not.  1  am 
willing  they  may  have  as  many  as  they  please, 
and  do  what  they  please  with  them,  so  that  they 
do  not  involTe  tne  nation  in  war  l>y  them.  On 
this  snhject  the  Interest  of  the  husbandman  in 
New  Hampshire  and  Georgia  are  the  same. 

The  gentleman  who  introduced  the  rebolution 
expressed  a  wish,  that  no  party  or  geographical 
feelings  should  he  brought  into  the  debate.  If 
there  was  no  cause  for  geographical  feelings,  whj 
then  with,  or  why  anticipate  them?  Let  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  exam- 
ined, and  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  cause  for 
this  feeling;  indeed  the  statement,  made  from  that 
document  by  a  gentlemen  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Eablv)  must  have  convinced  all  of  the  partial 
operation  of  the  resolution.  On  the  first  page  of 
the  report  it  appears,  that  the  annual  exports  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  are  estimated 
at  about  $15,690,000,  of  which  sum,  tobacco  and 
cotton  alone  make  $8  860,000;  it  also  appears,  that 
we  exported  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in 
Europe,  for  each  of  the  three  years  ending  on  30th 
of  September:— in  1802,  the  sum  of  $12,066,521; 
and  that  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin, 
made  of  that  sum  $8,485,762;  in  1803,  the  sum  of 
$16,459,264.  and  that  the  same  articles  made  of 
that  hum,  $11,912,493;  in  1804,  the  sum  of  $11,- 
787  659,  and  that  the  same  articles  made  of  tnat 
sum,  $9,443,807.  These  articles  are  selected,  be- 
cause they  are  the  produce  of  one  section  of  the 
Union.  The  same  part  of  the  country  produces 
the  following  articles  in  common  with  other  parts 
of  the  nation,  but  the  proportion  of  each  is  not 
known :  flour,  wheat,  beef,  pork,  staves,  heading, 
boards,  plank,  scantling,  timber,  flaxseed,  skims, 
wax,  hams,  bacon,  turpentine,  spirits,  lard,  ana 
Indian  meal,  and  I  may  add,  pickled  fish;  some 
of  these  articles  are  carried  to  the  Middle  and 
perhaps  to  the  Eastern  States,  and  are  there  ex- 
ported, or  consumed;  and.  if  consumed,  enable 
them  to  export  more  of  their  own  productions. 

It  has  been  said,  that  we  have  no  complaint 
against  any  nation,  except  Great  Britain.  I  wish 
most  sincerely  we  had  not.  and  that  all  nations 
would  act  as  hooestlv  towards  us.  as  we  have  done 
and  are  willing  to  do  towards  them ;  but  in  ex- 
amining this  subject,  we  ought  not  to  deceive  our- 
selves; truth,  and  truth  alone,  should  be  oar  aim 
and  guide. 

Have  we  no  complaints  against  France  and 
Spain.forihe  conduct  ofsomeoftheir  people  on  the 
ocean?  I  mean  not  to  say  a  word  about  the  con- 
duct of  one  of  them  on  our  Southwestern  frontier. 
What  has  been  the  practice  at  Cuba?  to  take  our 
vessels  and  sell  them  and  their  cargoes,  whether 
with  or  without  a  trial  I  know  not.  The  owners, 
I  believe,  have  generally  lost  both  vessel  and  cargo. 
And  how  have  they  treated  your  seamen?  turned 
them  on  the  first  shore  they  could,  and  left  them 
to  get  home  as  they  could.  But  it  may  be  said, 
this  is  dune  by  picaroons,  and  without  the  consent 
of  their  Governments,  and  that  these  Governments 
do  not  justify  those  who^ct  in  this  piratical  way. 
The  Government  of  Cuba  must  have  knowledge 
of  these  facu;  they  are  committed  too  near  it, 


and  too  freqoentlV)to  remain  long  unknown ;  and 
we  cannot  have  forgot  that  Captains  Murray  and 
Chauncey  have  both  very  lately  been  craisiing 
on  our  own  coasts  to  drive  ihene  picaroons  from 
it;  besides  all  this,  we  have  heard,  that  a  French 
fleet  lately  burnt  all  the  American  vessels  it  met 
to  prevent  their  giving  information  of  the  coarse 
it  was  steering.  In  this  case  they  treated  the 
creMTs  well,  at  least  I  have  not  heard  to  the  con- 
trary, and  promised  to  pay  for  the  property  de- 
stroyed. No  one  will  contend  that  the  fleet  bad 
a  right  to  destroy  this  property.  These  facts  are 
not  stated  to  exculpate  Great  Britain,  bot  to  show 
that  gentlemen  are  mistaken,  when  they  say  we 
have  no  complaints  except  against  England; 
against  her,  I  agree  with  the  gentlemen,  we  hare 
well  founded  complaints. 

The  gentleman  first  up,  from  Pennsylvania,  has 
observed,  that  the  contraband  trade  wasgeoerallr 
carried  on  bv  foreigners.  PMr.  Gregq  explained, 
and  said  he  had  observed  that  he  believea  this  to 
be  the  case  in  manv  instances.] 

Mr.  Macon. — I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  ez- 

£ination,  as  I  have  no  wish  to  misstate  what  has 
en  observed,  but  the  difference  in  the  statement 
will  not  afiect  the  question,  that  foreigners  may 
be  concerned  both  in  illicit  and  contralAnd  trade. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  there  are  some  facts  known 
to  all,  that  will  show,  that  others  besides  foreigners 
have  been  concerned  in  business  not  the  moat  hon- 
orable. The  petition  of  Nicklln  and  Grlfllth,  now 
before  the  House,  contains  the  proof,  that  an  Amer* 
ican,  with  an  American  register,  covered  a  vessel 
for  a  foreigner,  who  armed  vessels  to  fight  their  way 
into  the  St.  Domingo  trade.  I  have  heard  it  was 
not  a  foreigner  but  an  American  who  fitted  ont 
the  Leander  for  Miranda,  and  who  by  this  act  ran 
the  risk  of  committing  the  peace  of  the  country. 
I  understood  that  it  was  an  American.  In  stating 
these  facts  I  mean  no  reflection  on  the  merchants; 
they,  like  every  other  class  in  the  community,  have 
among  them  good,  bad,  and  indifierent.  The  same 
gentleman  said  he  was  not  willing  to  protect  the 
wild  carrying  trade.  1  know  not  what  this  wild 
trade  is,  unless  it  be  that  which  will  involve  the 
nation  in  war :  it  is  not  the  contraband,  becaose 
that  no  one  will  protect. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  if  we  adopt  the  reso- 
lution, and  cannot  get  what  we  want  from  Great 
Britain,  we  will  manufacture  for  ourselves.  This 
sounds  well  on  this  floor,  but  I  very  much  doobt  the 
practicability  of  making  this  nation  manufaetore 
for  itself,  while  we  have  land  enough  for  every  in- 
dustrious citizen  to  become  a  land  holder,  and  a 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts have  tried  the  experiment,  and  both  with- 
out Success,  and  both  on  articles  in  which  it  was 
most  likely  to  sacceed  ;  if  these  States,  with  their 
population,  could  not  succeed,  what  chance  of  soc- 
cetis  is  there  in  other  States  1  The  practicability 
ought  to  be  satisfactorily  shown  before  we  enter 
on  the  plan.  It  may,  as  has  been  said,  prevent 
our  wives  from  wearing  silk  gowns,  and  ourselves 
from  wearing  broadcloth ;  whether  it  will  produce 
this  efiVct  is  quite  uncertain  ;  fashion  is  as  great 
a  tyrant  as  any  we  have  to  contend  with ;  it  wiilf 
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I  fetr,  be  difficalt  to  destroy  itn  influence,  by  lef^is- 
latiog.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Penmtylvania  ^Mr. 
Smilib)  and  myself,  plain  as  we  are,  are  both 
obliged  in  some  degree  to  yield  to  it ;  we  ran  no 
more  contend  with  it,  then  we  olio  fly  to  Europe. 

Thegentlemao  fromMassachusettd  (Mr.  Crow- 
vniSBiBLD)  has  told  as,  that  the  balance  of  trade 
between  this  eotmtry  and  Qreat  Britain  is  ten  or 
twelve  millions  annaally  against  us,  and  endea- 
Tora  to  support  the  assertion  by  tbe  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  true  that  tbe  re- 
port states  a  balance  against  us  of  $11,710,000,  and 
this  the  Secretary  attempts  to  account  for;  no 
doubt  he  has  done  it  as  well  as  it  can  be  done  from 
custom-house  booksw  But  surely  every  one  must 
be  convinced,  that  you  cannot  rely  on  them  for 
the  balance  of  trade  $  this  balance  is  Always  a  se- 
cret, and  depends  muc^i  on  the  economy  and  in- 
diMry  of  those  concerned  in  trade.  Is  it  possible 
that  this  balance  can  really  be  against  us,  and  that 
it  has  been  against  us  ever  since  the  establishment 
of  tbe  present  Constitution,  and  that  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  should  be  constantly  increasing 
with  that  nation  ?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  impossible. 
If  the  balance  was  really  so  much  against  us,  our 
merchants  would  have  long  since  declined  the 
trade.  There  is  a  trade  carried  on  with  the  Brit- 
ish dominions  in  the  Bast  Indies  from  the  United 
States  which  appears  by  the  report  to  be  more 
against  us  than  that  just  mentioned,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  not 
say  that  the  bulance  of  that  is  against  us.  The 
annual  exports  to  which  are  $130,000,  and  the 
annual  imports  $3,590,000.  Here  is  a  greater  bal- 
ance appearing  asainst  us,  than  that  stated  by  him^ 
because  the  whole  exports  to  the  first  have  been 
stated  to  be  $15,690,000,  and  the  whole  imports 
are  $27,400,000.  The  India  trade  I  have  always 
understood  was  very  profitable,  perhaps  as  much 
so  as  any  carried  on  from  the  United  States.  But 
tbe  same  report  informs  us,  that  on  the  whole 
trade  of  the  nation  there  appears  to  be  a  balance 
against  as.  of  $6,855,000.  Can  there  be  anything 
more  astonishing  than  this  and  is  it  not  evident 
that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  custom-house 
books  for  the  balance  of  trade  ?  Look  at  the  peo- 
ple, bappjr  and  prosperous  beyond  example ;  all 
cUsaes  doing  well ;  the  old  part  of  the  countrv 
lajndly  improving[;  the  new  settling  with  unheard- 
of  sticeess;  the  village  growing  into  towns,  and 
the  towns  becoming  cities;  and  all  this  with  the 
last  mentioned  balance  against  us.  Philosophers 
and  statesmen  may  talk  about  the  balance  of  trade, 
but  if  they  confine  themselves  to  the  information 
tobederired  from  custom-house  books,  they  might 
as  well  read  Robinson  Crusoe. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  if  war  should  come, 
we  coold  take  more  from  Qreat  Britain  than  she 
could  from  us ;  that  we  had  done  so  in  the  Revo- 
lotiooary  war.  Without  inquiring  into  past  cap- 
tiires,  let  us  examine  the  situation  of  both,  at  both 
periods.  We  are  certainly  much  stronger  now 
than  we  were  at  any  time  during  the  war;  we 
have  more  men,  and  more  tonnage,  and  more  prop- 
erty UQ  the  ocean ;  and  could,  if  the  same  naval 
force  could  be  had  to  operate  on  the  British  navy, 


now  as  then,  nearly  destroy  her  commerce.  But 
this  cannot  be  baa.  At  that  time  the  navies  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  wereall  united  against 
her,  and  tne  navies  of  ihe  two  first  for  some  time 
disputed  pnssebsion  of  the  channel  with  hers.  The 
navies  of  these  are  now  gone.  But,  besides,  the 
armed  neutrality  acted  upop  her  like  a  powerful 
screw ;  under  the  pressure  of  all  these  she  nearly 
5unk  toward  ihe  latter  end  of  the  war.  Play  fair's 
Political  Atlas  fully  demonstrates  this.  No  doubt 
in  case  of  war,  by  privateering,  we  coold  take  many 
of  her  vessels ;  suppose  we  took  more  of  her  ves- 
sels than  she  did  or  ours,  would  this  be  a  commerce 
that  would  be  beneficial  to  agriculture,  or  to  tbe 
merchants  engaged  in  exporting  by  fair  and  reg- 
ular trade  the  productions  of  the  country  ?  No, 
it  would  not.  In  the  regular  trade  everything  is 
certain,  in  the  other  all  uncertain. 

It  has  been  said  we  might  sequester  the  debta 
doe  from  this  country  to  Britain,  and  thus  indem- 
nify ourselves.  This,  I  never  will  consent  to,  so 
long  as  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Jay  is  in  force ; 
however  I  may  disapprove  that  instrument,  I  con- 
sider tbe  faith  of  the  nation  as  much  pledged  by 
it,  as  it  can  be  by  any  engagement  she  can  enter 
into  with  any  foreign  Power,  But,  it  has  been 
oWrved,  that  we  may  repeal  the  treaty,  and  thus, 
I  suppose,  get  clear  of  tbe  objection  to  sequestra- 
tion, which  is  derived  from  it.  We  have  once 
before  tried  this  plan  of  repealing  a  treaty^  with 
other  half'Var  measures;  but  the  repeal  did  not 
produce  any  consequence  favorable  to  the  United 
States.  Suppose  you  repeal  the  treaty  bv  law^, 
and  then  undertake  to  negotiate,  and  your  Minis* 
ters  are  askeH,  are  you,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
peal, at  war?  What  answer  will  be  given  ?  This 
treaty,  too,  provides  against  sequestration  in  case 
of  actual  war;  what  opinions  civilians  and  jurists 
may  entertain  of  the  repeal  of  such  treatv,  1  know 
not.  But  be  this  as  ii  may.  I  never  will  consent 
to  aid  in  blasting  tbe  fair  lame  which  this  nation 
has  deservedly  acquired  for  honesty  and  fair  deal- 
ing; in  this  she  is,  in  my  opinion,  inferior  to 
none.  I  sincerely  hope  the  gentleman  who  used 
the  expression,  will,  from  his  known  candor,  on 
reflection,  take  it  back. 

I  very  sincerely  retrret  that  a  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  {Mr.  Smilib,)  ascribed  to  a  senti- 
ment delivered  by  a  gentleman  f>om  Virginia, 
(Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,)  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the 
Union.  In  my  mind,  it  had  no  such  tifndency. 
The  dissolution  of  this  Union  ought  not,  I  con- 
ceive, to  be  mentioned  in  this  House  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  and  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
hinted  at  on  slight  grounds.  I  believe  every  State 
and  every  part  ofthe  country  attached  to  the 
Union.  Indeed,  the  Union  may  bet;ompared  to 
a  chain,  the  value  of  which  depends  on  its  being 
whole.  I.ut  may  be  destroyed  by  taking  any  one  of 
its  links  away  ;  and,  whoever  breaks  the  chain  by 
which  the  States  are  linked  together,  will  render 
the  whole  people  miserable. 

I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  subject  where 
every  man  must  feel  the  injury  done  to  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 1  mean  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen,    la  there  a  father  who  doef  not  feelthb  7 
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No  \  not  one  io  the  nation ;  and  that  man  who 
shall  devise  a  certain  remedy  for  this  evil,  will 
deserve  the  thanks  of  his  country ;  he  will^  indeed, 
be  its  greatest  benefactor ;  he,  like  the  impressed 
sailor,  will  bavo  a  place  in  the  tenderest  part  of 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  If  a  plan  to  pre- 
Tent  this  injury  was  only  made  known,  the  very 
knowledge  of  the  plan  would  pat  an  end  to  the 
injury*  But  can  sentlemen  seriously  believe  that 
the  aooption  of  the  resolution  will  produce  this 
effect  ?  The  means  are  not  adequate  to  the  end, , 
I  conceive ;  at  least^  it  remains  to  be  shown  that 
they  are.  I  will,  without  hesitation,  state  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  th^  evU.  It  is 
this.;  to  ai^ree  with  Qre%t  Britain  that  neither 
coiintry  shall  employ  the  sailors  of  the  others  and 
to  agree,  also,  on  the  proof  that  shall  be  required 
on  both  sides ;  we  migbt  expect  that  Great  Brit* 
ain  would  adhere  to  an  agreement  of  this  kind, 
because  it  would  be  her  interest  to  do  so,  and  on 
hex  interest  alone.  I  should  reljr.  In  considering- 
this  subject,  we  mqst  look  at  things  as  they  really 
are,  and  not  a^  we  would  wish  them  to  be»  The 
British  €k>vernment  exercise  the  tight,  or  rather 
the  power,  of  impressing  their  sailors ;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, in  time  of  war,  of  prohibiting  their  going 
into  foreign  service.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, it  may  be  advisable  for  us  not  to  employ 
them,  notwithstaodio^  we  may  do  it  with  their 
consent,  especially  if  it  would  prevent  their  im- 
pressing our  countrymen.  It  the  merchants 
really  &  the  friends  of  the  Amerioaa  sailors,  they 
would  willingly  agree  to  such  a  regulation,  if 
they  would  not  be  willing,  is  it  not  dear  they 
would  employ  British  sailora  at  the  risk  of  having 
ours  impressed?  On  this  subject  it  mi^ht  not  be 
improper  to  state  that,  I  have  been  informed,  in 
some  pfirts  of  the  world,  certificates  of  persons  be- 
ing American  eiti^ens  are  sold,  and  that  the  mar- 
ket has  been  well  supplied.  I  have  also  be^n  in* 
formed  that  a  British  officer  in  Philadelphia 
actually  procured  one  for  the  purpose  of  enabliaff 
him  to  go  home«  This  favored  Qreat  Britain*  1 
have  given  this  information,  to  show  that  otherS| 
besides  citizens,  may  obtain  certificates.  Impress- 
ments^ I  fear,  can  only  be  prevented  by  negotia- 
tion ;  indeed,  I  have  heard  that  the  two  Gkivern- 
ments  have  been  engaged  on  this  interesting  sub- 
ject. I  hope  it  will  ^  resumed^  and  that  u  will 
end  in  securing  to  our  countrymen  their  safety  on 
the  ocean. 

.  We  are  told  that  the  nation  calls  for  strong 
measures,  that  the  President  has  recommended 
them,  and  that  men  of  the  greatest  talents  think 
them  requisite.  This  may  be  true,  but  as  I  have 
neither  seen  nor  heard  of  this  call  of  the  tatioo, 
and  aa  I  do  not  know  the  opinions  of  others,  I 
shall  certainly  pursue  my  own.  The  first  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  Congress,  most  unques- 
tionably pointed  as  strong  toward  Spain,  as  it  did 
to  Great  Britain  ^  and,  hitherto,  but  litUe  has  been 
said  about  the  usage  we  received  from  her.  But 
Iherecommeodatiun  of  the  President  alone,  is  not 
always  a  good  reason  for  legislating,  I  appreliend, 
because  every  President  has  recommended  sub- 
jects for  the  coasiiievatjioa  of  Goagcei»,^on  -wkw^  | 


no  act  was  ever  passed.  If  evo*  the  libetties  of 
this  nation  are  destroyed  by  strong  measures,  it 
will  be  when  the  recommendatioii  of  the  Presi- 
dent shall  alone  be  deemed  good  cause  for  their 
adoption.  At  present,  we  have  choice  of  all  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  one  now  under  ooo- 
sideration.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  bat  the 
mover  of  each  thinks  his  ow&  the  bcftft.  From 
the  nwnber,  it  would  seem  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  finding  remedies  for  the  injuries  we  have  re- 
ceived. 

Again :  we  must  adopt  this  readntioo,  or  we 
shallbe  degraded.  This  is  no  new phnsetome; 
I  have  formerly  heard  it  so  often,  and  on  so  mtny 
oocastons,  that  I  have  become  a  sort  of  a  skeptic 
oa  iu  We  shall  not  be  deffra4ed  by  living  ia 
peace  with  all  the  world.  We  shall  not  be  de- 
graded by  not  foliowiag  the  example  of  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  by  rushing  into  war,  on  every  op- 
portunity that  may  offer.  War  is  nothing  bit 
another  tiamc  for  Mood  and  taxes;  we  shall  not 
be  degraded,  being  free  and  happy  at  home;  bet 
we  shall  be  degraded,  if  we  fail  in  paying  the  na- 
tional debt,  or  if  we  refuse  to  observe  treaties 
constitutionally  made.  Tfaia  will  be  the  wont 
kind  of  degradation,  because  it  will  proceed  from 
a  want  of  morality.  In  or4er  to  induce  as  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  we  are  serionsly  told  that 
the  revenue  is  derived  from  commeroa.  This  I  de- 
ny, and  say  that  it  ia  derived  f^rom  the  whole  labor 
or  the  community.  Stop  the  laborer  in  his  field, 
and  the  revenue  is  gone^  Commerce  is  useful,  it  ii 
the  means  by  which  our  productions  are  exchang- 
ed for  the  productions  of  other  countries. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  land  tax  overthrew 
one  Administration ;  adopt  thia  measure,  and  foa 
may  possibly  oterthrow  another.  I  doubt  whether 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  assertion  is  ^\^ 
ther  correct  in  point,  of  fact;  it  may  have  aidci 
but  other  laws  were  passed,  whi  ch  undoubtedly  had 
more  effect  and  were  more  obnoxious  in  the  part 
of  the  country  where  I  live.  I  mean  the  attempt 
to  raise  an  army  without  an  actual  war ;  aoarmf 
of  officers,  almost  without  soldiers ;  the  Alicawj 
Sedition  laws.  It  was  also  said,  we  were  pW|»» 
to  protect  this  carrying  trade.  This  reroiadi  ni« 
of  what  I  once  heard  said  before,  which  is  this: 
that  we  were  pledged  to  pay  the  salaries  of  cer»>J 
jod^s,  after  the  Taw  was  repealed  under  whicft 
they  were  appointed.  I  belieTe  we  are  as  naoca 
pledged  in  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and  aetaore; 
I  know  of  nothing  binding  in  this  country,  ^P^ 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  A  majority « 
both  Houses  of  Congress  may  pass  a  law  to  gtvc 
the  carrying  trade  what  protection  I'^^TP^'JJjf 
and  that  law  will  be  binding.  We  are  also  eaJiea 
oa  to  become  the  champions  of  the  laws  of  rt^ 
tiona.  as  if  all  nations  would  at  onee  agree  wa 
us  what  these  laws  really  are,  aod  as  if  a  majori^ 
of  them  adhered  to  their  principles;  when  wf 
know  that  scarcely  a  nation  in  Europe  W^^. 
regard  to  them  j  and  that  they  will,  at  diflc^ 
times,  entertain  different  opinions  on  *'**,**JgI 
subject.  Have  not  most  of  them  ^^^^'^^^  ^ 
claied»  that  free  ships  shoald  make  free  goodti  anv. 
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btTe  oot  some  of  tbe  iame  oaf  ions  dfiee  giren  up 
ike  priociple?  Before  we  undertake  this  bnsi- 
liess,  wonld  it  not  be  pmdent  to  endeavor  to  aseer- 
tain  the  opinions  of  other  nations,  whose  interest 
may  be  most  like  our  own  ?  I  wish  no  alliance 
With  any  of  them  ;  but,  if  all  the  nations  of  Bu- 
rope  should  be  willing  to  yield  the  principle 
which  we  are  desirous  to  noamtain,  no  man  will 
be  mad  enough  to  sajr  we  ought  to  contend  for  it. 
There  is  certain  If  a  great  differanoe  of  opinion 
as  to  the  nature  of  ihe  measure.  Some  thiok  it  a 
war  measure ;  othera  that  it  asay  lead  to  war,  and 
others  again,  consider  it  eatirely  pacific.  With- 
i  aui  atlemptiag  now  to  toquife  which  of  the  three 
is  most  correct)  it  is  sttfioieat  for  me,  that 


1  bd'mwe  it  wiU  not  prodoce  the  eCecl  iaiaedcd. 
aad  timt  its  operation  oo  the  United  •6iatee  Will 
b9  partial.  Ir,  however,  It  should  be  adopted^  and 
froduee  war,  that  war  we  most  suppoit  with  all 
our  strength ;  and  if  it  produce  a  good  effect,  I, 
for  one,  will  rejoice  as  much  as  any  man  in  this 
House.  A. great  many  appeals  have  been  made 
to  the  spirit  of  1776 ;  (hat  spirit  was  not  only  the 
spitit  of  liberty,  but  also  of  magnanimity  and  jus- 
tice ;  all  the  measures  then  taken,  operated  equal- 
ly on  erery  part  of  the  Union. 

It  is  sai(^  this  is  the  right  tiaae  to  setde  all  our 
disputes  with  Gh'eat  Britain,  because  she  is  now 
hard  pushed.  If  we  wish  to  make  a  treaty  that 
may  oe  lastSuff,  we  ought  not  to  take  any  unjust 
advantage  of  oer  situation  ;  if  we  40,  whenever 
she  shall  be  free  from  her  present  embarrassments, 
she  will  be  discontented  and  restless  under  it,  and 
aerer  satisfied  until  she  gets  clear  of  it.  The  true 
rule  for  us,  is  to  take  no  advantage,  and  in  all 
cases  to  act  justly. 

I  a^ree  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilib,)  that  war  destroys 
the  naorals  of  the  people.  Hence,  I  was  greatly 
surprised  when  hefoliowed  this  correct  sentiment 
wiu  an  assertion;  that  he  would  rather  h%ve  war 
than  loss  of  national  honor.  This  thing  called 
aatipoal  honor  has  ruined  tnore  than  half  the  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  has  almost  banished  liberty 
and  happiness  from  Europe.  Destroy  the  mora£i 
of  the  people,  aad  we  may  play  over  such  a  game 
of  war  MM  has  been  played  in  Frances  nothing 
Usa  than  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  and  happiness 
of  the  nation  ought  to  induce  us  to  go  to  war. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  United  States 
luiYe,  shKe  die  adoption  of  iftie  pfesent  Constitu- 
tion, become  the  second  comUierciaA  Power  in  the 
world ;  when,  if  we  believe  the  public  prints,  she 
hastost  capital  enough  to  have  ruined  the  most 
irealthy  nation  in  Burope.  MiRton  after  million 
is  lost,  and  yet  her  prosperity  is  unrivalled,  either 
ki  ancient  or  modem  times.  I  know  full  well 
that  according  to  the  opinions  of  the  writers  on 
the  laws  of  nations,  we  have  iust  cause  of  war 
against  Great  Britain.  I  also  know  as  well,  that 
ipe  hare  heretofore  had  as  good  a  cause  of  war 
against  both  Gkeat  Bnuin  and  France.  We  then 
•prefefied  peace— the  result  has  been  prosperity. 
What  destroyed  the  prosperity  and  liberty  of 
Yaaieey  of  Owiea,  and  of  HoUand  i    Wart,  and 


wars,  too,  generally  undertaken  to  protect  the  car^ 
rying  trade. 

[It  being  now  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  Mr. 
EaiLta  8ug|^8ted  the  propriety  of  an  adjourn- 
ment, in  which  the  House  acquiesced,  on  the  in- 
timation of  Mr.  Macon  that  indisposition  disa- 
bled him  from  finishing  the  remarks  which  he 
wished  to  ofier.J 

TocBDAT,  March  11. 

The  SptAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  petition  from  Arthur  St.  Clair,  praying  to  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his 
petition,  presented  to  this  House  at  tne  present 
session ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  an 
the  table. 

Mr.  Qrboo,  from  the  Committet  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  were  relenred,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth aad  twentyofborth  of  December  last,  two 
petitions  of  Bdwm  Lewis;  and  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  January  lasl  two  petitions  of  sundry  in- 
habittnu  of  the  Missisaippi  Territory ;  and,  also, 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory  ;  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next 

Mr.  Grcoo,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
Was  referred,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January  last, 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  made 
a  report  thereop;  which  was  read  and  considered : 
Whereupon, 

ttesolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so 
ftir  as  respects  locating  a  sectioo  other  than  num- 
ber sixteen,  in  each  township,  where  that  number 
is  aot  vacant,  and  for  locating  a  section  in  adjoin- 
ing towfeships^  for  the  support  of  schools  In  sach 
townships  as  have  no  vacant  lands,  is  reasonable, 
and  ouAt  to  b^  granted, 

JR^mSffed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  p^tlonerB,ao 
Air  at  respects  eaoneratfng  individual  claimants 
from  the  expense  of  having  their  surveys  execu- 
ted ;  and  so  far,  also,  as  it  relates  to  an  applica- 
tion for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Tombigbee,  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution ',  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  thesame» 

On  motion,  it  was 

Be$ol9€d,  The  Committee  of  Coauneree  and 
Maauftetutet  be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
enf ranee  alid  oleafaaco  of  veasels  in  the  ibUowiag 
disuicte  of  the  amtoms  bordanog^on  the  Oana- 
das,  viz:  New  Hampshire,  Termont,  Ohamplaii^ 
Saekeu^a  Harbor,  Oswego.  Qaaesee,  Niagara,  Bui- 
Mo  ereek,  aad  Presqo' Isle  $  and,  also,  of  infalf- 
ing  Into  the  expediency  of  allowing  cattle,  sheep, 
aad  provisiono.  to  be  hfocif  ht  into  those  dtstrids 
free  of  duty. 

BEMI88I0N  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  ihe  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the,petition.of  Po- 
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ter  A.  Oaestier,  ageot  of  the  former  owners  of  tbe 
French  ship  Blaireau  and  her  cargo,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

It  it  stated  by  the  petitioner,  that  tbe  French  sbjp 
called  the  Blaireau,  owned  by  a  mercantile  hoa<e  in 
Bordeaux,  set  sail  from  6t.  Pierrei,  in  the  ialand  of 
Martinique,  some  time  in  March,  1803,  bound  on  a 
▼oyage  to  Bordeaux,  having  on  board  a  valuable  cargo, 
consisting  principally  of  sugar  and  coflfee,  and  consign- 
ed to  different  persons  at  the  port  last  mentioned.  That 
about  the  30th  of  March  in  the  sapie  year,  while  the 
ship  was  in  the  prosecution  of  her  voyage,  she  was  oaet 
in  the  night,  ana  run  foul  of,  by  a  large  Spanish  ship- 
of-war,  called  the  St  Julien  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
accident,  so  much  injury  was  sustained  by  the  Blaireau, 
that  the  captain  and  crew,  after  due  consultation,  aban- 
doned her,  and  took  refuge  on  board  the  Hpanish  ship, 
which  continued  her  voyage  to  Spain,  where  they  were 
all  landed.  That,  on  the  day  foUowtng  the  disaster, 
an  English  ship,  called  the  Firm,  commanded  by  Wil- 
liam Mason,  bound  on  a  voyage  from  l<ondon  to  Bal- 
timore, met  with  the  Blaireau,  thus  abandoned  by  her 
captain  and  crew,  and,  after  examining  her  situation, 
and  perceiving  there  was  a  possibility  that  tlie  injury 
might  be  so  far  repaired  as  to  enable  her  to  be  brought 
into  port,  the  captain  put  on  board  a  part  of  his  crew ; 
who,  on  making  the  requisite  repairs,  with  great  labor, 
and  at  the  imminent  risk  of  their  lives,  succeeded  in 
conducting  her  in  safety  to  Baltimore,  where  she  ar- 
rived the  bep^oning  of  May  following.  That,  shortly 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Blaireau,  a  libel  was  filed  in  the 
district  court  of  Maryland,  by  Captain  Mason  and  crew, 
for  salvage ;  that,  by  a  decree  of  the  court,  salvage  was 
allowed,  and  for  that  purpose  a  sale  of  the  ship  and 
cargo  was  ordered ;  and,  finally,  that  the  marshal,  un- 
der whose  direction  the  sale  took  place,  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to 
pay,  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  the  snm  off  13,1  IS  68, 
bemg  the  amount  of  duties  alleged  to  be  due  to  the 
United  States.  To  obtain  the  restitution  of  this  sum, 
under  the  idea  that  the  duties  could  not  legally  be  col- 
lected, is  the  object  of  the  preeeat  applieation. 

The  petitioner  founds  his  title  to  relief  upon  an  opii»- 
ion  pronounced  by  the  district  judge  of  Ma^land,  when 
deciding  the  following  case ;  That  part  of  the  Blaireau*s 
cargo,  which  Captain  Mason  placed  on  board  the  Firm, 
be  omitted  to  report  to  the  collector  of  Baltimore.  The 
district  attorney,  apprehending  this  omission  to  be  a 
Ttolation  of  the  collection  law,  instituted  a  suit  against 
the  captain  for  the  penalty  of  $1,000,  imposed  by  the 
statute.  On  trial  of  the  cause,  it  appears  a  verdict  was 
taken  for  the  plaintiA,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
upon  a  point  saved  by  the  counsel.  Judgment  was 
rendered  in  the  following  terms :  ^  Mature  considera- 
tion having  been  given  to  this  case,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  court  that  the  goods,  warss,  and  merchandises  afore- 
said, are  not  chatgeaUe  with  the  payment  of  any  du- 
ties to  tbe  United  States,  and,  theiefore,  that  the  above 
action  cannot  be  austained.  Judgment  for  the  defood- 
ant  on  the  point  saved." 

It  may  be  aafely  affirmed,  tiiat  the  opinion  of  tiie 
learned  judge  was  somewhat  broader  than  tbe  case  sub- 
mitted to  his  consideration.  1'here  might  be,  and  there 
doubtless  were,  sufficient  reasons  to  excuse  the  defend- 
ant from  the  penalty  of  the  statute,  independently  of 
the  question,  whether  the  cargo  was  chargeable  with 
the  payment  of  duties.  The  decision,  so  far  as  it  re- 
ganu  this  point,  must  be  deemed  extra-judicial,  and  it 
lemains  only  to  inquire  whether,  from  a  sound  oon- 


strvction  of  the  statute,  dirties  w^e  chargeable  in  the 
present  case.    The  words  of  the  act  relative  to  this 
subject  are,  **  that,  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mercban- 
disc,  which  shall  be  brought  into  the  United  States, 
from  any  foreign  port  or  p  aee,  there  shall  be  leTied, 
dtc      It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  language  mors 
explicit,  more  unequivocaL     Tbe  word  *' imported** 
is  not  here  used,  and  apparently  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  any  expression  to  which  technical  narrovmess 
might  1^  applied.    The  word  **  place"  U  introdaced, 
manifestly  with  the  same  view;  and  the  plain  sense  of 
the  passage  is,  duties  shall  be  paid  on  goods,  Jtc,  broogfat 
into  the  UniM  States  from  aAy  point  vrilhout  thsir 
limits  or  jurisdiction.    A  phraseology  so  simple,  so  per- 
foctly  fipee  from  ambiguity,  might  foiriy  be  piesumad  to 
set  criticism  itself  at  defiance.    The  CJnitsd  Stales  liavs 
unquestionably  a  legal  right  to  the  duties  in  this  ease; 
and  who  will  say  thsir  claim  is  not  eqnitabie,  also, 
when  it  is  considered  that,  by  the  sale  of  the  caifs, 
the  amount  of  the  duties  has  been  identified  with  im 
price  1 

It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the 
collection  law  may  not  require  some  further  pcovisions 
applicable  to  this  subject.  But  such  an  inquiij  is  not 
within  the  province  of  your  committee,  nor  is  it  at  all 
necessary  in  determining  the  question  submitted  to  their 
examination.  The  cargo,  in  this  case,  could  not  have 
been  disposed  of  without  the  intervention  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  nor  could  the  sale  have  been  effected  but 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; under  these  circumstances,  their  aegligvnoe 
would  have  been  highly  culpable  if  the  dutiss  had  not 
been  retained. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  the  prayer  of  tha  pe- 
tition ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  oa  Mr. 
Gbboo's  resolution. 

Mr.  Macon.— Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairmen,  to  re- 
turn my  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  their  ie- 
dulgeuce  yesterday;  I  was  then  too  much  ex- 
hausted to  have  concluded  tbe  obserTetioas  I 
wished  to  make.  I  was  then  ahowtag  the  state 
of  a  few  nations  who  had  attempted  to  protect 
the  carrying  trade  by  war.  It  has,  I  believe,  beea 
tbe  fate  of  all  who  have  made  the  attempt,  Qreat 
Britain  alone  excepted,  and  she  is  at  this  moment 
engaged  in  a  most  tremendous  war,  almost  orer- 
loaded  with  taxes,  and  tottering  under  her  pohfie 
debt.  Can  any  fact  more  clearly  illustrate  the 
ad  vantage  of  the  peace  over  the  war  system,  than 
a  comparison  of  the  tonnage  between  the  United 
States  and  Qreat  Briuio,  in  17S9  and  now?  Oun 
has  been  the  peace,  hers  the  war  system,  and  we 
have  probably  increased  ten  to  her  one.  It  seems 
to  me,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  nation  to 
carry  on  the  whole  trade  of  the  world  (  and  every 
attempt  to  force  trade,  is  acting  under  the  idea 
that  it  can  be  done.  And  every  attempt  to  eo- 
gross  the  whole  carry  ins  trade,  is  acting  under 
the  Mine  impression.  The  lai^  captulisu  ia 
the  Uuiied  Sutes  are  concerned  in  this  busioem. 
I  wish  not  to  me4dle  wuii  ii|  but  leave  it,  Itks 
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every  branch  of  indaBirf,  to  find  its  own  level. 
Tbey  mav  dread  war,  because  they  may  employ 
their  scock  in  another  way.  But  what  is  to  be- 
came of  those  less  rich,  especially  the  young  be- 
^iaiiers?  They  must  be  ruined.  If  the  resolu- 
tiao  produces  any  beneficial  effects,  it  must  be  on 
the  carrying  trade.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  in- 
tended for  anything  ebe,  and  no  one  can  believe 
that  it  will  ofierate  fa? orabiv  to  the  seamen. 

The  measure  will  not  only  affect  the  revenue 
paid  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  on  the  impor- 
tations of  goods,  but  it  will  also  affeot  the  revenue 
to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  land ;  it 
iDa<t  very  considerably  lessen  the  oomber  of  pur- 
chases and  roajr  ruin  many  who  have  already 
porcbaaed  ia  Ohio.  Many,  ao  doubt,  who  have 
removed  to  that  State,  have  sold  their  property, 
oa  a  credit,  to  meet  the  payments  which  they 
were  to  make  for  the  lands  there  purchased  of 
the  United  States.  Stop,  by  your  measures,  the 
aaie  of  produce,  or  reduce  the  price  thereof  to  al- 
most nothing,  and  how  are  these  people  to  get 
paid  for  the  property  sold  before  they  went  to 
Ohiol  A  disappointment  to  them  may  be  ruinous; 
it  may  cause  them  to  lose  the  land  and  all  the 
improvements  made  on  it.  They  have  not  quite 
ao  quick  a  remedy  against  their  unfortunate  Uebt- 
Ofi^  as  the  United  Slates  will  have  against  them. 
Too  may  turn  the  people  off  the  land,  and  nearly 
depojHilate  the  State,  bat  you  will  get  no  money. 

it  is  pretty  evident,  from  the  argument  of  a 
featleman  from  New  York,  (Mr*  Wii^una^)  th^t 
the  resolutiun  is  not  expected  to  operate  injuri- 
ously oa  the  exportation  of  grain  from  the  Middle 
States.  He  told  us  that  we  must  protect  com- 
merce; and  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
(meaaiag,  I  suppose  that  tl)e  resolution  woula 
protect  it — or,  the  people  in  the  back  country 
wouki  drink  too  much  whiskey.)  If,  then,  the 
retulution  would  protect  commerce,  and  thereby 
iasara  the  exportation  of  grain,  there  will  not  faie 
^rain  ia  the  country  left  to  make  whiskey.  This 
IS,  in  some  measure,  acknowledging  that  for  which 
we  bare  been  contending,  to  wit :  that  the  resolu- 
tion will  operate  partially.  But  1  deny  that  the 
people  ia  that  part  uf  the  country  are  more  in  the 
habit  of  intoxication  than  their  neighbors  in  other 

S&ru  of  the  Union.  They  are  as  moral,  as  in- 
astrioQa,and  as  honest  as  those  living  elsewhere. 
1  do  not  contend  that  they  are  superior,  only  that 
Chey  are  equaL 

Muek  has  been  said  about  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  that  we  are  far  behind  it — meaning,  I 
aoppo^e,  those  who  oppose  the  resolution.  As  to 
my  part.  I  know  not  bow  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
fatti  been  ascertained.  There  is  no  manifestation 
of  it  on  the  table.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  two 
(owns  have  sent  resolutions  pledging  their  lives 
mad  fortunes  to  support  whatever  measures  Con- 
g^ress  may  adopt.  There  are,  aUo,  several  memo- 
riais  from  the  merchants  and  insurance  eompa« 
Dies;  but  if  gentlemen  take  these  for  the  manifest-, 
aiion  of  the  national  spirit,  they  are,  I  think, 
mistaken*  The  national  spirit  is  to  be  found  no- 
where but  among  those  who  are  to  fight  your  bat- 
tUi^    These  people  mayi  ht  aught  1  kaoWj  be  af 


that  number.  They  may  have  been  before  Tripoli, 
and  they  may  now  be  readjr  to  enter  into  the  army 
or  navy.  Afldrestues,  we  well  know,  will  not  fi^ht 
battles,  nor  fill  regiments.  We  have  seen,  in  A)r- 
mer  days,  the  Speaker's  table  loaded  with  ad* 
dresses  from  almost  every  part  of  the  Union, 
pledging,  also^  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support 
any  measures  that  the  then  Administration  might 
adopt.  What  was  done  7  Among  other  acts,  one 
was  passed  to  raise  twelve  regiments  of  infantry. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  officers — ^unless, 
indeed,  it  was  to  make  the  selection  out  of  the 
great  number  who  applied — but  how  was  it  about 
privates?  Instead  of  getting  enough  for  the  twelve 
regimentsjscarcely  enough  for  four  could  be  enlist- 
ed. At  that  time,  too,  we  heard  a  great  deal  aboat 
the  spirit  of  4he  nation,  and  sav^a  something  ol 
the  spirit  then  talked  o^  ia  a  corps  called  the 
— <-  Blues.  Those  who  then  spoke  of  the  spirit 
of  the  nation  were  deeeiyed.  They  took  the 
Taporings  of  the  towns  and  the  noise  of  the  ad- 
dressers to  be  really  the  spirit  of  the  nation.  But, 
be  assured,  sir,  that  whenever  the  spirit  of  this 
nation  shall  move,  that  every  individual,  in  every 
deMrtment  of  the  Government,  will  move  too. 

The  ocean  must  be  considered  a  common  and 
undivided  propertyr,  to  which  each  nation  has  a 
right;  hence  the  difficulty  of  affording  the  same 
security  and  protection  there  as  on  land,  where 
each  knows  the  spot,  where  his  dominion  ends 
and  his  neighbor's  b^ins.  It  is  vain,  therefore, 
the  real  situation  of  the  United  States  being  con- 
sidered, to  expect  from  her  that  perfect  protection 
on  the  ocean  which  she  can  affoid  within  her  ter- 
ritorial limits.  1  believe  this  cannot  be  done,  even 
to  that  part  of  the  ocean  from  whence  we  get  our 
exports.  Other  nations  also  frequent  the  same 
place,  for  the  same  porpose.  This,  like  the  rest, 
IS  joint  property.  Not  so  with  our  land,  no  nation 
pretends  to  claim  a  right  to  cuiiivate  that. 

Permit  me  here  to  remark,  though  not  directly 
connected  with  my  last  observation,  that  1  con- 
sider the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  be  as  correct  as  any  man  living  could  make  it ; 
and  that  from  custom-house  books,  it  b  impossible 
to  obtain  that  information  which  could  really 
show  the  true  balance  of  trade. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylyania,  (Mr.  FinO" 
LST,)  has  gravely  told  us  tliat  it  would  do  more 
harm,  since  the  resolution  has  been  taken  into 
consideration,  to  reject  it,  than  if  it  had  never 
been  brought  forward.  This  is  placing  those  who 
do  not  like  it,  or  who  prefer  any  of  the  other  res- 
olutions to  it,  in  a  strange  dilemma.  The  friends 
of  it  ought  to  have  thought  of  this  before  tbey 
went  into  the  discussion.  If  any  injury  should 
be  produced,  either  by  the  rejection  or  the  adop- 
tion, they  are  to  blame,  and  not  those  who  oppose 
it.  It  is  their  measure,  not  oun.  It  is,  in  fact, 
endeavoring  to  throw  the  blame  of  their  conduct 
upon  us.  The  same  gentleman  made  a  very  un- 
fortunate compertson,  when  he  compared  wagons, 
,  carrying  our  flour  to  market,  to  vessels  engaged 
in  the  carrying  trade.  No  two  things  are  more 
unlike.  The  wagon  is  only  intended  to  carrv  our 
QWa  productionsi  to  oar  own  mitrkets ;  and  the 
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vessels  are  eoga^  io  ckttylng  forefgn  ptodtiee 
to  foreign  markets.  Besides,  the  natfotf  pays  pro- 
tecting duties,  to  encourage  the  owning  of  ressels, 
while  the  owner  of  the  wagon  is  left  to  depend  on 
his  industry  antf  skill ;  and  if  any  man  ^hotiJdask 
Ihe  Ctovemment  to  encoura^^e  the  employment  of 
Wftgons,  he  would  be  laughed  at.  Yet  wagons  are 
certainly  as  neeeasarj  as  vessels.  The  one  carries 
loads  or  oar  owh  productions,  to  our  own  markets, 
while  the  other,  which  is  engaged  in  the  fair  trade, 
ior  home  constymption,  carries  cargoes  of  them  to 
foreign  tnarkets. 

A  gentleman  from  Marylamd,  f  Mr.  MoCrbbhy,) 
in  order  to  induce  us  to  adopt  the  resolution,  has 
informed  us  that  the  towns,  in  proportion  to  their 
Avmbers.  pay  more  taxes  than  the  country.  He 
4id  not  prore  the  fact  to  be  so— he  cannot.  The 
towns,  I  apprehend,  paf  Httle  or  no  tax.  Their 
Merchants  and  mechanics,  who  act  prudently,  cal- 
culate on,  and  generally  get,  a  certam  profit.  You 
cannot  tax  the  capital  of  the  merchant.  Impose 
iffhtit  duty  you  please  on  goods,  he  immediately 
considers  it  like  first  cost,  and  chUf ges  the  same 
profit  on  it.  The  consumer  not  only  pays  all  the 
tax  aud  charges  on  merchandise,  but  ne  pays  them, 
"With  a  profit,  to  the  merchant.  Whenever  a  mer- 
chant shall  begin  to  lire  on  his  capital^  we  all 
know  he  will  soon  eat  it  out.  To  the  mechanic, 
the  Qovernment  hasgiretf  protecting  duties,  which 
aecures  to  him  the  sale  of  almost  every  article  he 
may  make^  at  almost  any^  price.  The  cultivator 
of  the  soil  depends  on  himself,  and  is  often  com- 
pelled to  sell  the  products  of  his  land  for  any  price 
116  can  get.  because  they  will  not  keep  in  good 
condition  all  the  year,  lite  the  goods  oi  thv  mer- 
chant and  mechanic.  From  these  considerations, 
it  seems' toine  that  it  is  at  temt  probable,  that  the 
towns  do  net  pay  more  than  their  proportion,  nor 
wen  as  much. 

The  same  gentleman  told  ua  that  the  naition 
vustaiaied  ft  considerable  loss  by  sending  too  much 
tobacco  to  Bngland.  This  seems  lo  me  to  be  a 
little  like  what  ^we  heard  about  the  batunce  of 
trade.  But  it  may  be  sa.  I  will,  however,  atate 
itny  sentiments  on  the  subject  $  if  erroneous,  I 
ahall  be  glad  to  hftte  them  corrected.  M^rchanfts, 
like  everybody  else,  do  bufshiese  with  a  View  to 
gaiDy  and  would  they,  year  afWr  yeat,  siend  tobac- 
co to  England  H  they  could  do^  better  by  ietiding 
it  tothe  continent?  I  apprehend  they  would  not. 
They  iandersuind  their  bimitss,iatfd  d^  whaic  is 
beat  ei^ulatied  lo  promote  their  iartereat.  In  «x- 
aminii^  this  subject,  we  ought  to  ttke  intiKcon- 
aideration  the  profit  to  be  made  on  the  whole  voy- 
flge,  not  barely  the  |H-ice  of  a  single  article  at  a 
particular  place.  The  place  where  the  whdlt  ex- 
potted  cargo  can  be  sold  dearest,  sod  tho  import- 
ed one  bought  cheapest,  is  the  place  which  will 
always  give  the  moat  profit.  If  a  merchaut 
ahould  send  a  cargo  of  tobacco  to  Bngland,  and 
wished  a  few  pieces  of  Russia  sheeting  in  part  of 
the  return  cargo,  would  ft  not  be  better  to  pur- 
chase them  there,  than  send  his  vessel  to  RuMia 
for  them,  where  they  could  be  bought  a  little 
cheaper.  He  would,  I  conceive,  actually  save  by 
•o  doing.    Iwiah  the  geatiamanhadioMuithe 


place  where  the  tdbaccd  might  hate  been  export* 
ed  to,  so  ae  to  save  all  that  he  Uow  thinks  we 
lose  by  sending  it  to  Bogland.  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  bate  been  informed  whether  tb« 
places  were  known  to  posses  mercantile  eapiul) 
and  whether  merchatits  of  established  character 
liied  at  them ;  that  sort  of  chamcter  to  which  a 
prudent  man  might  with  safety  consign  the  most 
valuable  cttgo.  He-did  not  tell  tis  that  we  lost 
by  sending  Cotton  to  Great  Britain.  It  tnay. 
therefore,  be  presumed,  that  it  could  notbesolcf 
anywhere  else  at  this  time  to  more  advdott|e.  Is 
there  any  other  cbuntry  in  Europe  now  prepared 
to  manufocture  it?  I  believe  not ;  nor  will  it  be 
purchased  by  any  to  lay  np  until  iible  to  deit. 
Before  it  is  possrbte  to  manufketure;  mechaniei^ 
who  Understand  the  business,  must  be  obtained. 
Neither  they  nor  the  necessary  machinery  can  be 
got  in  a  day.  It  is  now  well  known  that,  shice 
the  introduction  of  labor-saving  machines,  man- 
ttfactures  do  not  depend  ^o  much  on  the  number 
of  people  as  formerly.  I  ask,  what  country  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  convnlaed  as  she  is  (o 
her  centre,  can  ofier  a  market  for  this  articlel 
What  country  there  is  now  in  a  situation  to  com- 
mence la rge  and  extensive estabH^hments  to  aisn- 
ufacture  for  ex^rtation  ?  Is  it  Germany  ?— wer- 
run.  Or  is  it  i<Vance,  raising  every  man  sbe  can 
to  make  new  conquests  ?  If  they  have  neebaa- 
icsand  inerchants  both,  iis  the  skill  of  the  one,  or 
the  reputation  of  the  other  known  ?  I  fear  not. 
StT)  I  would  to  God  that  w«  had  tfot  so  mncb 
commerciut  intercourse  with  Great  BriittiD,  nd 
I  sincerely  wish  our  commerce  was  more  equally 
divided  among  the  nations  of  tbeearrh  than  it  ii; 
but  I  know  not  how  this  is  to  be  done.  Trade 
thrives  best  when  left  to  itself.  The  merchint 
most  be  left  to  trade  in  the  way  he  most  ap- 
proves, provided  he  shall  not  liaxard  the  peace  of 
the  country  thereby. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  fitiwr) 
has  told  us,  that  by  adopting  th^  resolutroo,  we 
shuU  encourac^  othtieT  European  nations  to  infr- 
ufacture  for  us.  It  is,  I  conceive,  quite  ewogb 
for  the  agriculture  part  of  the  community  to 
pay  their  money  to  encourage  the  mannfaewres 
of  this  country.  It  is  as  mUeh  as  I  am  wilimg 
to  do.  But  what  ctnrtainty  have  we,  if  we  itfopt 
the  resokrtfott,  and  give  the  proposed  encootage 
ment,  that  any  of  them  will  leave  thcir^^te^e^ 
occupation,  be  that  what  it  may,  ft)  tike  ««' •*" 
Vice?  Each  one  of  them*  may  think  xH%  their 
interest  is  as  well  understood  at  home  as  we  ctt 
posaibly  understand  it. 

The  gentleman  from  MaiiMithnsetts  (Mt.Bm- 
wbll)  stated  the  ease  of  our  prisoners  at  Tngjf. 
as  a  case  in  point.  I^  is,  I  think,  mistaken,  we 
were  at  open  war  With  that  Power,  when  tw 
frigate  Philadelphia  unfortunKtely  struck  on  tw 
rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  The  resolt  » 
known.  The  enemy  got  possession  of  *^^[S!S 
and  the  crew  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  Tb«« 
theu  existed  a  state  of  actual  war  between  <fle 
United  Slates  and  the  Tripolitans.  In  the  pj^j 
ent  case  we  have  just  ciwse  of  oompl«iois«^^^* 
Britain,  wnd  aireendeaTering^  to  Jiite  them  aetw» 
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by  DegotiatioQ.  I  will  state  a  case  which  seems 
•  to  me  to  compare  better  with  the  situation  of 
our  unfortunate  couDtrymen  who  may  be  now 
impressed  on  board  the  British  ships  ot  war.  It 
is  toe  ca^e  of  Captain  O'Brian  and  his  crew,  who 
were  captured  by  the  Alfferines,  and  remained 
with  them  so  long,  that  I  believe,  the  captain,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  time,  dated  all  his  letters  to 
bis  friends  by  the  year  of  his  cantivity.  I  have 
understood  they  suffered  as  much  as  any  people 
could  bear.  We  had  then,  I  believe,  no  addres- 
ses, DO  resolutions,  nor  memorials  from  the  mer- 
chants aid  insurance  companies.  But  this  case 
may  not  be  thought  to  apply  to  that  part  of  our 
complaints  whicn  relate  to  the  capture  of  our 
vessels  carrying  coffee  and  su^ar  to  France  and 
Spain  by  the  British  armed  ships.  I  will  state 
one,  which  I  think  has  some  i  it  is  the  case  of 
Scott,  of  South  Carolina,  which  has  been  deci- 
ded in  this  House.  He  claimed  pay  for  property 
taken  by  the  Indians  at  a  time  when  no  open  and 
declarea  war  existed.  He  got  nothing  from  the 
national  Qovernment.  The  United  States  in  a 
treaty  gave  the  property  up  to  the  Indians.  I 
believe  at  the  time  it  was  taken  some  hosiilities 
had  been  committed.  Permit  me  here  to  observe 
that  DO  agent  was  appointed  by  the  Goveroment 
to  endeavor  to  recover  this  property,  and  that  I 
well  recollect,  when  the  claim  was  uoder  debate, 
that  it  was  stated  by  a  member  of  the  House  that 
one  of  the  Indian  agents  bad  got  the  treaty  at  his 
desire  so  formed,  as  to  relinquish  a  ciaim  for  the 
property. 

1  have  endeavored  to  confine  my  observations 
to  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  and  to 
answer  some  of  the  arguments  ur^ed  in  its  sup- 
port; though  I  confess,  that,  while  examining 
this,  I  have  also  paid  some  attention  to  the  others 
on  the  table.  I  wish  gentlemen,  before  they  vote, 
would  seriously  consider  whether  this  is  the  best. 
I  think  it  is  not.  When  we  reflect  on  the  hap- 
piness we  enjoy^  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  the 
growth  of  the  villages,  towns,  and  cities,  the  im- 
proving state  of  agriculture,  the  number  of  turn- 
pike roads,  bridges,  and  canals^  which  are  under- 
taken in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  and  that  one 
improper  act  may  alter  for  a  time  this  happy 
state,  and  retard  every  improvement,  we  ought  to 
be  cautious  before  we  change  the  ^ound  on  which 
"we  stand.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  delay 
oo  this  important  subject ;  they  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, without  foundaiion.  It  required  serious  de- 
liberation, and  no  time  has  been  lost.  It  is  al- 
ways far  better  to  decide  rightly  than  quickly.  It 
is  immaterial  to  other  nations  what  estimate  we 
form  of  our  own  strength — there  are  two  rules  by 
which  they  will  judge:  the  number  of  men,  and 
the  state  of  the  treasur]f .  Indeed,  it  seems  of  late 
to  have  become  a  maxim  in  war,  that  the  longest 
parse  is  the  longest  sword.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  a  single  million  in  the  treasury  to  spare;  it 
is  equally  true  that  resolutions  are  before  us, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  re<|uire  at  least  that  sum 
to  carry  them  into  execution.  In  this  situation. 
ought  we  to  take  measures  Which  may  endanger 
the  revenue  without  providing  ways  and  means  to 
9th  Coir.— 23 


meet  any  deficiency  ?  We  talk  of  war  with  an 
almost  emply  treasury;  no  two  things  can  be 
less  connected,  except  that  they  are  both  bad.  I 
have  stated  that  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
best  olan  to  secure  our  seamen  from  impressment; 
but  tne  man  who  shall  actually  produce  the  plan, 
which  shall  have  the  effect,  will  deserve  the  grat- 
itude of  the  nation. 

In  this  time  of  difficulty  we  are  all  embarked 
in  the  same  ship;  my  ardent  prayer  is.  that  what- 
ever shall  be  done,  may  promote  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  all. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise 
to  submit  to  the  Committee  some  of  the  reasons 
that  will  govern  my  vole  on  the  measure  now 
under  discussion.  In  doin^  this,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  go  over  the  various  grcAinds  taken  in 
this  debate,  or  to  answer  the  several  arguments 
that  have  been  advanced,  in  support  of  principles 
to  which  I  am  opposed.  My  object  will  be  to  lay 
before  the  Committee  such  a  view  of  the  subject 
as  I  conceive  best  calculated  to  ascertain  the  true 
ground  on  which  we  stand,  and  the  measures 
which,  in  the  present  crisis  of  our  affairs,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  adopt. 

I  am  not  disposed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  pursue 
measures  that  will  crimson  the  American  fields 
with  the  blood  of  her  citizens,  any  more  than 
other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject; 
nor  am  I  willing  that  thousands  of  innocent  per- 
sons should  suffer  distress  and  ruin,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals — a  few  merchants;  which,  it 
has  been  stated^  will  be  the  effect  of  the  measure 
before  you;  neither,  sir,  will  I  ever  give  my  vote 
for  any  measure  that  shall  appear  to  me  calcula- 
ted to  sacrifice  the  agricultural  interest  of  this  na- 
tion to  that  of  commerce,  or  have  a  tendency  to 
enhance  the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former; 
and  so  far  as  the  resolution  before  you  appears  to 
me  likely  to  produce  this  effect,  I  snail  oppose  it. 
The  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
are  chiefly  agriculturists,  and  it  will  always  be 
my  wish  and  my  pride,  to  support  their  interests, 
and  to  cherish  and  promote  the  agricultural  inter- 
est of  this  country  in  general,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
in  my  power.  But  I  am  not,  at  the  same  time, 
prepared  to  see  the  nation  suffer,  without  resist- 
ance, every  indignitv  with  which  Great  Britain 
may  choose  to  treat  her,  and  submit  patiently  to 
every  aggression  and  outrage  her  cruisers,  under 
her  authority,  may  choose  to  commit  on  our  citi- 
zens and  our  commerce.  I  conceive  it  our  duty 
to  take  such  measures  as  will  prove  to  the  world 
a  determination  on  our  part  to  resist  injuries  and 
maintain  our  rights.  In  regard  to  the  commer- 
cial relations  of  this  country  with  foreign  Powers, 
I  deem  it  proper  on  this  occasion  to  declare  it  as 
my  opinion,  which  I  have  always  entertained, 
that  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  American 
people,  if  Government  had  never  given  protection 
to  commerce,  out  of  sight  of  our  own  territory, 
or  beyond  the  reach  of  our  cannon  from  our 
shores.  It  would  have  been  well  for  us,  sir,  if  the 
American  flag  had  never  floated  on  the  ocean, 
under  the  authority  of  Government,  to  waft  to 
this  country  the  luxuries  and  ric^of  European 
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nations,  that  effeminate  and  corrupt  our  people, 
lo  excite  the  jealousies  and  cupidity  of  those  Pow- 
ers whose  existence,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  on 
commerce,  and  to  court,  as  it  were,  their  affgres- 
sions,  and  embroil  us  in  their  unjust  and  bloody 
cbntesvi.  If  we  had  guarded  against  those  pend- 
ing evils  by  leaving  commerce  to  seek  her  own 
protection,  except  within  the  linuts  of  our  own 
Jurisdiction,  we  should  have  had  a  fair  prospect 
of  continuing  to  flourish  a  free,  independent^  and 
happy  nation,  much  longer  than  I  fear  will  be 
cor  destiny  to  do,  if  we  continue  to  become  more 
and  n^ore  entangled  in  European  politics  and 
intrigues — to  be  subject  to  feel  the  effects  of 
European  convulsions,  and  national  contests,  in 
consequence  of  being  deeply  engaged  in  commer- 
cial realations  with  European  Powers.  If  we 
had  adopted  this  policy,  foreign  nations  would 
have  vied  With  each  other  for  our  commerce  and 
our  friendship,  and  would  convey  the  surplus 
productions  of  our  country  from  our  storehouses,, 
and  furnish  us  in  return  with  those  articles  and 
manufactures  of  their  countries,  which  our  neces- 
sities or  convenience  might  require;  and  we  might 
then  behold  the  collisions  of  the  ^reat  Powers  on 
the  continent  of  Europe^  and  their  jarring  inter- 
ests contending  for  superiority,  without  endanger- 
ing our  peace  or  our  happiness,  and  with  no  other 
inconvenience  than  the  regret  we  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  and  sufferings  of  that  portion  of  the  human 
family,  with  whom,  however,  we  had  no  imme- 
diate connexions. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  commercial  nation,  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home.  Our  Government  has,  in  some  degree, 
pledged  the  nation  to  protect  commerce,  and  under 
this  impression  our  citizens  have  embarked  largely 
in  trade,  and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 
The  enterprising  soirit  of  our  merchants  hasraised 
this  nation  to  ranJc,  in  regard  to  commerce,  the 
second  in  the  world,  and  from  this  source  also, 
our  revenue  is  chiefly  derived.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  this  is  the 
propitious  moment  to  retrace  our  stei)s,  and  with- 
out even  giving  notice  of  our  intention  to  do  so, 
abandon  our  merchants  and  their  property  to  the 
rapacity  of  a  foreign  nation.  I  conceive,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  them  such  pro- 
tection as  the  resources  of  our  country,  and  the 
prospects  we  have  heretofore  held  out.  would  au- 
thorize them  to  expect. 

In  examining  this  subject,  the  first  important 
inquiry  that  presents  itself,  is,  in  regard  to  the 
grounds  of  complaint  which  have  occasioned  the 
resolution  before  you  to  be  proposed.  There  are 
two.  First,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  and 
second,  the  unjust,  and,  as  we  believe,  unauthor- 
ized aggressions  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
the  cruisers  of  Great  Britain.  If  you  look  at  the 
documents  on  your  table,  you  will  see  that  our 
seamen  have  been  impressed  by  that  nation  for 
years  past  without  the  color  or  right,  and  in  a 
manner,  which  it  is  not  pretended,  on  this  floor, 
is  auihorized  by  justice,  or  sanctioned  by  the  laws 
or  usages  of  nations.  They  have  been  treated  in 
the  most  unhuman  manner,  if  information  is  to 


be  relied  upon^  compelled  to  perform  the  hardest 
duty  in  her  ships  of  war,  and  forced  against  their 
will  to  fight  her  enemies,  who  were  at  the  same 
time  on  terms  of  friendship  with  us,  Thev  htfe 
been  taken  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  place  to 
place — from  one  country  or  island  to  another; 
shifted  from  ship  to  ship,  and  often  sent  to  dLotaat 
parts  of  the  world,  so  as  to  place  them  beyond  the 
research  of  their  friends  or  their  country,  and  pat 
it  out  of  the  power  of  either  to  reclaim  them,  by 
producing  the  proofs  required  of  their  citizenship 
to  obtain  their  jiberation.  It  has  been  stated  that 
Great  Britain  has  always  been  willing  to  delifer 
up  such  impressed  seamen  as  were  proved  to  be 
bonajide  American  citizens.  But  this  is  a  falla- 
cious pretext  on  her  part,  from  which  little  or  do 
benefit  can  arise  to  us.  She  impresses  our  people, 
without  inquiring  in  regard  to  their  citizensnip, 
or  paying  the  least  regard  to  their  potectioos. 
Their  friends  knew  not  where  to  find  them,  the 
Grovernment  cannot  ascertain  where  they  are, 
and  years  sometimes  pass  before  it  is  koown 
whither  they  have  been  carried.  It  has,  therefore, 
in  most  cases,  been  found  impossible  to  procure 
their  release,  and  restore  them  to  their  friends  aod 
their  country;  and  there  are  at  this  moment,  ua- 
justly  detained  by  that  nation,  between  two  and 
three  thousand  of  our  seamen ;  who  have  beea 
impressed  without  any  other  pretext,  than  that 
they  spoke  the  English  language,  or  resembled^  ia 
their  persons,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  em|>ire. 
Our  Governnient  has,  in  vain,  remonstrated,  lime 
after  time,  on  this  subject  to  the  Coart  of  Su 
James.  No  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be 
obtained,  nor  is  there  any  fair  ground  to  expecta 
change  in  the  conduct  or  that  Government  lo  (bis 
respect  Complaints  have  been  made  and  repeat- 
ed m  every  quarter  of  the  Union  on  this  sul^ect. 
The  outrages  committed  on  our  citizens  have 
made  an  impression  on  the  public  mind,  that  de- 
mands on  our  part  the  adoption  of  some  decisive 
measure  to  correct  the  growing  evil.  It  has,  in- 
deed, been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  there  exists  a  prospect  of  the  fair  adjustment 
of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain  op  this  sub- 
ject. I  would  ask  those  gentlemen,  upon  what 
information  this  opinion  is  founded?  ^or  my- 
self. Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  of  no  just  ground  to 
authorize  such  eicpectation.  The  documents  on 
your  table  do  not  justify  a  belief,  that  there  >s  at 
this  time  the  least  prospect  of  adjustment.  They 
inform  us,  there  was  once  such  a  prospect,  but  tw' 
it  has  long  since  vanished ;  and  so  far  as  vecan 
collect  information,  from  those  documents,  as  well 
as  from  other  sources,  there  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Ministers,  the  slighter 
foundation  for  a  belief  that  they  are  disposed  to 
relinquish  the  ground  they  have  taken,  unless  itts 
rendered  necessary  by  some  effective  measures  on 
our  part.  I  would  then  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say,  if  we  are  not  at  this  time  to  take  anjr  «^ 
whatever,  towards  vindicating  our  violated  rgnt^ 
when  will  be  the  proper  lime  for  us  to  act?  H*J 
we  not  patiently  endured  those  injuries  long 
enough  ?  And  it  not,  how  much  longer  must  we 
Umely  submit  to  them  7    What  lime  can  o^  '"^'^ 
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Iiforable  that  tlie  present  to  resist  them?  Will 
it  be  when  Great  Britain  has  gotten  into  her  pos- 
ictsimi  a  greater  number  of  our  seamen  ?  When, 
iaitead  of  near  three  thousand,  she  will  hare  got- 
tea,  six,  eight,  or  ten  thousand  ?  Will  it  then  be 
a  oore  proper  time  to  make  a  stand — to  call  upon 
her  bf  some  efficient  measure  to  do  us  justice — 
to  treat  us  as  an  independezit  nation,  or  to  tell  her. 
that  we  will  at  least,  cease  to  treat  her  as  a  friend? 
I  presume  not,  sir.  I  cannot  coneeire  it  proper 
tw  we  should  wait  for  such  an  event,  before  we 
make  a  stand  in  defecce  of  our  rights.  On  the 
•ontrar^,  it  is  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  time 
more  hkely  than  the  present,  to  render  effectual 
any  measures  we  may  adopt.  The  present  state 
of  the  war  in  Europe,  which  sufficiently  occupies 
tha  gftet  Powers  in  inai  quarter,  if  properly  con- 
sidered, and  its  probablo  results,  in  regard  to  us^ 
diily  weighed,  ought,  it  appears  to  me,  to  con- 
Finceany  man  of  reflection  that  this  is  the  most 
favorable  iBooient  to  insist  on*  finally  aHjusting 
oar  dififerences  o&  this  subject  with  Great  Britain. 
The  right  of  our  seamen  to  protection,  while  they 
sail  under  our  flag,  is  undeniable.  It  is  a  perfect 
rt^t,  as  mvch  so  as  the  right  to  be  protected 
witMn  our  houses,  or  in  oer  carriages  on  the  high- 
way* Yoa  ought,  therefore,  never  to  abandon  it, 
on  aay  pretence  whatever;  nay^  sir,  you  cannot 
abandon  it,  in  justice  to  your  citizens,  unless,  in- 
deed, you  are  willing  to  surrender  your  independ- 
enee  as  a  nation.  The  ocean  is  a  highway  for  all 
nations,  over  which  no  one  Power  has  exclusive 
jarisdictioo.  If  you  resign  this  right  now  to  Great 
Britain^  what  reason  have  yos  to  believe  she  will 
Boi  push  het  demands  further,  and  urge  you  to 
lengD  another,  that  may  be  still  more  important? 
It  is  high  time  that  this  business  was  brought  to  a 
ftaal  cloeey  for  if  your  seamen  are  to  be  seized 
wherever  they  are  found  on  the  ocean,  you  had 
better  strip  your  ships  of  every  sail  they  carry, 
eoofina  your  citizens  within  the  limits  of  your 
pWBJurisdiotton,  to  fight  your  own  battles,  should 
it  beeooie  neeessary,  rather  than  see  them  exposed 
a^Bst  their  will,  m  fighting  the  battles  of  a  for- 
eiga  natioD. 

Theseeoad  ground  of  complaint  is  the  aggres- 
aioQs  comiBittM  on  our  commercOj  contrary  to 
tha  law  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  every  prin* 
«i{le  of  joatice.  Great  Britain  assumes  to  her- 
sof  the  risritt  to  interdict  to  neutral  nations  a 
conMnereiu  intercourse  with  the  colonies  of  her 
enemies,  except  under  such  modifications  as  she 
has  been  pleased  to  prescribe.  She  justifies  the 
etpMire  of  your  vessels  on  the  ground  of  their 
^H  ^Bgns^  in  a  commerce^  during  the  war, 
that  was  not  open  to  them  in  time  of^peace.  If 
t^a  principle  be  once  admitted  as  correct,  and 
csrriedto  the  full  extent  of  which  it  is  capable,  it 
^^  be  foand,  in  its  consequences,  almost  wholly 
to  destroy,  not  only  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try u  a  neutral,  but  that  of  every  neutral  nation 
in  the  world.  You  are  told  you  must  not  in  time 
of  war  exceed  your  aecustofoed  traffic  in  time  of 
peace.  What  is  the  consequence?  War,  in  a 
great  degree,  destroys  the  trade  which  you  were 
Mcastomed  to  eijoy  in  time  of  peace^  aa  a  great 


part  of  it  becomes  contraband  of  war ;  and  this 
new  principle  shuts  up  all  the  avenues  of  com- 
merce that  were  opened,  in  consequpnce  c^,  or 
even  during  the  war.  What  commerce,  then,  let 
me  ask,  wul  be  left  to  the  neutral  ?  None,  sir, 
that  will  deserve  the  name  of  commeroe.  But 
the  reasons  advanced  in  support  of  this  principle, 
will  go  still  further  to  show  its  destructive  con- 
sequences. One  of  the  reasons  given  why  you 
must  not  carry  on  this  trade,  is,  because  it  is  ben- 
eficial to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  as  yoa 
thereby  furnish  them  with  provisions  and  other 
articles  of  merchandise,  which  relieve  them  from 
the  pressure  of  the  war,  and  prevent  her  from  de- 
riving all  the  benefits  she  otherwise  would  do, 
from  her  superiority  at  sea.  If  there  is  any  solid- 
ity in  this  reasoning  it  will  go  the  whole  length 
to  prohibit  you  from  carrying  the  productions  of 
your  own  farms  to  any  nation  the  enemy  of  Great 
britain.  Your  provisions,  bread  stuffs,  beef,  and 
pork,  are  surely  as  useful  for  carrying  on  war  as 
the  produce  of  the  West  India  islands.  She  has 
hitherto,  it  is  true,  applied  this  reasonin|  only  to 
the  productions  of  toe  colonies,  but  it  will  equal* 
Iv  apply  to  those  of  your  own  country*  Hence, 
the  injustice  and  absurdity  of  the  principle  must 
appear  evident  to  every  discerning  and  unpreju- 
diced mind.  But  she  has  already,  in  carrying  in- 
to effect  her  new  principle,  gone  fbrtber  than 
merely  to  prohibit  neutrals  from  carrying  colonial 
produce  directly  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies.  She 
nas  laid  the  sround-work  to  prevent  you  from 
carrying  to  those  ports  your  own  productions. 
Your  vessels  are  seized  and  condemned  for  being 
engaged  in  conveying  to  her  enemies  colonial 
produce,  which  has  been  fairly  purchased  and 
paid  for  by  your  citizens,  brought  to  this  country, 
and,  according  to  your  revenue  laws,  made  a  part 
of  the  common  stock  of  the  nation.  If  there  is  a 
shade  of  difference  in  principle  between  this  case, 
and  that  in  which  the  produce  of  your  own  farms 
should  be  captured  on  its  way  to  the  same  ene- 
my's ports,  it  is  as  fiimsy  as  can  b6  conceived  to 
exist.  When  yoor  people  have  purchased  the 
productions  of  other  countries,  and  fairly  paid  for 
them ;  brought  them  into  your  own,  and  complied 
with  your  municipal  regulations  respecting  thenoL 
they  become  neutralized,  and  as  much  a  part  ot 
the  common  stock  of  the  nation  as  if  they  had 
been  raised  on  your  own  farms;  and  the  same 
principle  that  would  inhibit  yoili  from  carrying 
these  to  the  ports  of  a  belligerent,  would,  by  par- 
ity of  reasoning,  prevent  you  from  carrying  to  the 
same  ports  the  productions  of  your  own  farms. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  for  a  moment  inquire 
whence  Great  Britain  derives  the  right,  according 
to  any  known  principle  of  law  or  justice,  to  seize 
and  condemn  colonial  produce,  the  property  of  a 
neutral,  in  consequence  of  its  being  destined  for 
the  ports  of  the  parent  State,  her  enemy  ?  Stran- 
gers can  acquire  no  rights  against  each  other,  in 
consequence  of  the  domestic  regiilaiions  relative 
to  commerce,  which  a  Power  independpnt  of 
them  may  choose  to  establish.  Suppose  Prance, 
by  law,  in  time  of  peace,  should  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  colonial  produce  to  her  ports,  on  the 
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continent,  except  in  her  own  vessels,  Great  Brit- 
ain could  have  no  rie ht  to  capture  an  American 
vessel  engaged  in  sucn  trade.  France  alone  could 
rightfully  seize  and  condemn  such  vessel  for  the 
infraction  of  her  laws;  hut  no  other  Power  could 
have  such  right.  Suppose  such  prohibitions  re- 
moved hy  France  during  a  war,  and  the  trade  de- 
clared lawful,  could  Great  Britain  thereby  acquire 
a  right  to  capture  such  vessels  ior  being  engaged 
in  a  trade  now  declared  lawful,  which  she  could 
not  do  when  it  was  unlawful?  Certainly  she 
would  not.  Such  doctrine  would  he  contrary  to 
the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  common  sense. 
She  had  no  right  to  capture  such  vessel,  while  the 
prohibition  continued,  and  she  could  not  certainly 
acquire  the  right  hy  such  prohibition  being  re- 
moved. The  intervention  of  war  cannot  alter 
the  case,  for  the  rights  of  netitrals,  except  as  to 
contraband,  remain  the  same  in  time  of  war  as 
they  were  during  peace  I  must  therefore  con- 
sider this  principle  assumed  hy  Great  Britain  as 
a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  such  as 
ouffht  not  to  he  sanctioned  hy  this  or  any  other 
independent  nation.  If  you  tamelv  submit  in  this 
instance,  she  will  assuredly  push  ner  aggressions 
still  further;  encroach  on  your  rights,  step  by 
stepL  as  her  convenience  and  interest  may  require, 
until  she  ha?  efiectually  destroyed  your  commerce, 
and  monopolized  to  herself  the  whole  of  its  pro- 
fits. That  part  of  our  commerce  that  becomes 
immediately  subject  to  the  operation  of  this  new 
principle,  has  been  stated  as  very  unimportant, 
and  under  the  name  of  the  carrying  trade,  has 
been  ridiculed  as  not  meriting  the  notice  of  Gov- 
ernment. A  very  few  remarks  however  will,  I  ap- 
prehend, show  that  it  is  not  so  insignificant  as  has 
been  represented.  In  our  trade  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  nearly 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This  balance  must  be 
paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  to  other  countries.  Many  of  those 
countries  that  consume  a  ^reat  portion  of  our  pro- 
duce, cannot  sive  us  specie  in  return.  Our  mer- 
chants must  therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  return 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  such  coun- 
tries instead  of  specie ;  and,  as  the  quantity  of 
foreign  produce  and  goods  thus  received  exceeds 
the  amount  necessary  to  supply  the  demands  for 
consumption  in  this  country,  it  becomes  import- 
ant that  this  surplus  should  be  carried  to  other 
markets,  where  there  is  a  demand  for  it,  and 
where  specie  can  be  obtained  in  return.  This  has 
heretofore  been  done  by  our  merchants,  by  first 
importing  such  foreign  produce  into  our  own 
country,  and  then  re-exporting  the  same  for  a 
market;  and  by  means  of  this  trade  alone  have 
they  been  enabled  to  discharge  the  balance  against 
US  in  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  annual 
value  of  imports  into  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars;  of  this, 
twenty-eight  millions  are  re-exported  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  of  that  amount,  eighteen  mil- 
lions go  to  the  dominions  of  Holland,  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy.  The  greater  part  of  which  is 
•ubject  to  capture  by  the  new  principle  of  the 


law  of  nations  acted  upon  by  Great  Britain.  This 
is  the  carrying  trade,  sir,  which  gentlemen  have 
considered  so  unimportant  as  not  to  merit  the  at- 
tention of  Government.    Instead  of  estimating 
this  trade  at  $850,000,  as  gentlemen  have  done 
being  the  net  revenue  derived  therefrom,  fand 
which  is  not  considered  as  paid  by  citizens  oi  the 
United  Stiates,)  it  may  fairly   be  estimated  at 
nearly  eighteen  millions,  or  about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  of  your  imports,  nearly  in  the  propor- 
tion of  eighteen  million  to  seventy-five.    For  if 
your  merchants  are  not  permitted  to  re-export  the 
surplus  foreign  produce  to  those  markets  where 
there  is  a  demand  for  it,  it  will  remain  on  dieir 
hands  and  rot  in  their  store-houses.    This  would 
also  sink  the  price  of  your  own  produce,  as  there 
could  not  be  a  sufficient  demand  for  it,  becaose 
your  merchants  would  not  receive  in  return  for- 
eign produce.    Your  trade  must,  therefore,  be 
diminished  nearly  in  the  proportion  before  stated. 
I  ask  gentlemen  it  this  trade  is  cut  ofi^  how  your 
merchants  are  to  get  specie  to  meet  the  balance 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain  of  twelve  milUoos  of 
dollars?    If  this  cannot  be  done,  your  imports 
must  diminish  in  proportion  as  the  means  of  re- 
mittance fail,  and  your  revenue  must  also  feel  the 
shock,  and  suffer  in  the  same  proportion  as  vour 
importations  are  lessened.    This  is  a  view  or  the 
subject,  which  I  presume  deserves  at  least  the 
serious  consideration  of  gentlemen,  and  I  bf^of 
them  to  pause  before  they  agree  to  relioquisL 
without  a  struggle,  this  portion  of  our  Dtuoaal 
rights — for,  if  you  submit  in  this  instance  to  the 
interdiction  imposed  by  Great  Britain  of  carrying 
colonial  produce  to  the  ports  o  f  her  enemies,  she 
will  assuredly  advance  her  pretensions^  as  already 
stated,  still  further,  and  insist  on  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit you  from  supplying  theia  with  your  ova; 
and  it  may  fairly  be  asked,  on  the  ground  she  has 
takeuj  where  is  the  difference  between  sending 
colonial  produce  to  her  enemies  iind  sending  your 
own  produce?    The  quantum  of  injury  to  her, 
and  of  benefit  to  them,  will  be  the  same ;  and  she 
will  have  nearly  the  same  right  to  prohibit  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  other.    This  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  some  decisive  step  that  will  con- 
vince Great  Britain  that  we  are  determined  not 
to  submit  to  these  aggressions;  that  will  tell  her, 
in  firm  and  manly  language,  thus  far  you  may  gO) 
but  not  farther.    On  this  subject,  also,  our  Got- 
ernment  has  remonstrated  to  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain without  effect.    No  satisfactory  arrangement 
could  be  obtained,  and  there  is  no  greater  pr^ 
pect  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  differeaces 
with  that  nation  at  this  moment  than  there  w 
a  year  ago,  nor  have  I  any  idea  that  we  shall  find 
ourselves  in  a  better  situation  in  this  respect,  one, 
two,  or  three  years  hence,  if  we  tamely  acquiesce 
than  we  now  are.    There  is,  therefore,  no  grouoa 
for  delay ;  we  can  derive  no  benefit  from  it;  ton 
is  the  time  we  ought  to  act,  the  most  propitious 
diat  is  likely  to  present  itself. 

I  shall,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  notice 
the  present  state  of  our  relations  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  we  arc  P'^""^ 
ited  by  any  existing  treaty  or  regulatiofli  '^^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


713 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


714 


MiiROR,  t806. 


Non-JmportaHon  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain, 


H.  OP  R. 


adopting  such  measares,  in  regard  to  her,  as  .the 
present  state  of  our  afBiirs  may  seem  to  require. 
We  have  no  commercial  treaty  with  that  nation, 
eicept  in  relation  to  her  colonies  on  the  continent 
of  America,  adjacent  to  the  United  States.  We 
are,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  regulations 
in  regard  to  our  commerce  with  her,  as  our  situ- 
ation may  require.  We  are  certainlv  not  bound, 
before  we  adopt  a  commercial  regulation,  to  in- 
quire how  Great  Britain  would  approve  it?  Or 
that  it  mi^ht  affect  her  interest,  except  so  far  as  to 
ascertain  its  efficiency  to  induce  her  to  remove  the 
grounds  of  complaint.  We,  undoubtedly,  have 
the  right  to  declare  with  what  nation  we  will 
carry  on  commerce,  without  giving  just  cause  of 
war.  This  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  independ- 
ent nation ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  we  are  not 
to  be  guided  W  the  power  or  weaknes.s  of  the  na- 
tion it  may  affect.  The  right  is  the  same  whether 
Great  Britain  has  one  hundred  or  one  thousand 
ships  of  war ;  and  if  you  resign  this  right  to  reg- 
ulate your  own  commerce,  you  may  as  well  re* 
siffD  your  independence  as  a  nation.  But,  in  jus- 
tilying  this  conduct  toward  us,  does  Great  Britain 

Kretend  that  we  have  acted  unfriendly  to  her  ? 
To;  she  has  taken  no  such  ground,  except,  indeed, 
in  atatinff  that  this  part  of  our  commerce  is  bene- 
ficial to  her  enemies,  which  would  equally  apply 
to  any  other  part  of  our  trade  with  them.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  concession  we  can  make,  consbt- 
ent  with  our  just  rights  as  a  nation,  that  would 
be  likely  to  produce  a  relinquishment  on  her  part 
of  the  ground  she  has  taken.  Believing,  there- 
fore, the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to  be  such  as 
requires  some  efficient  measures  to  be  taken  on 
our  part,  and  believing,  also,  we  have  a  right, 
without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  adopt  the  res- 
ktion  under  consideration,  or  any  other  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  I  shall  proceed  to  inquire  the  effects 
such  a  measure  would  have  on  Great  Britain,  and 
the  probability  that  it  would  induce  her  to  do  us 
justice.  There  is  at  present  annually  imported 
into  this  country  from  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five 
milltODs  of  dollars ;  for  the  greater  part  of  which 
she  receives  specie,  or  American  produce,  equally 
valuable,  and  more  necessarjr  for  her  support  as  a 
nation.  In  this  trade  there  is  in  her  favor  a  bal- 
ance of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  Surely,  sir,  it 
can  require  no  argument  to  convince  any  man  of 
the  vast  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  a  trade 
that  famishes  a  market  for  so  great  a  quantity  of 
her  produce  and  manufactures:  supplies  her  in 
return  with  those  articles  which  are  most  neces- 
sary for  her  support,  and  produces  a  balance  in 
her  favor  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  A  total 
or  partial  interdiction  of  this  trade  would  dimin- 
ish her  profits  derived  therefrom,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  such  interdiction.  ETer  manufac- 
tures would  remain  on  band  and  rot  in  her  store- 
houses; there  would  be  no  demand  for  them  in 
European  markets,  when  the  like  articles  are 
furnished  from  the  manufactures  of  their  own 
countries,  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  would 
suffer  in  proportion  as  the  trade  was  stagnated.  If 
we  are  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  public  prints  of 


that  nation,  we  must  conclude  such  a  measure 
would  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  her  interest* 
They  inform  us  that  country  would  sustain  an 
annual  loss  of  seven  millions  sterling,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  a  measure  similar  to  that  before  you.  Is 
it  likely,  sir,  her  merchants  would  tamely  submit 
to  such  a  loss  ?  No,  they  would  not ;  they  would 
call  on  their  Gbvernmeot  to  remove  the  causes 
and  their  power  and  influence  there  are  too  well 
known  to  oelieve  they  would  not  be  heard.  Fur* 
ther,  Mr.  Chairman,  such  a  measure  would  induce 
our  merchants  to  seek  other  markets,  where  they 
could  vend  our  produce  and  receive  the  necessary 
supplies.  In  this  Great  Britain  would  discover 
the  dangerous  consequences  likely  to  arise  from 
her  injustice,  and  feel  sensibly  the  effects  it  might 
produce  on  her  mercantile  interest.  This  meas- 
ure would  have  another  effect  in  regard  to  us.  It 
would  render  us  less  dependent  than  we  now  are 
on  Great  Britain ;  which,  I  conceive,  would  be  a 
very  fortunate  circumstance;  for  I  cannot  con- 
sider it  the  interest  of  this  country  to  be  united 
too  closely  with,  or  rendered  dependent  on  any 
foreign  nation,  by  means  of  mercantile  connex- 
ions with  her  citizens ;  and,  in  proportion  as  our 
connexions  with^  and  dependence  on.  Great  Brit- 
ain would  cease  in  this  respect,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion we  should  be  freed  from  foreign  influence 
and  from  the  efiects  produced  by  her  mercantile 
interest  on  the  public  mind,  in  some  portions  of 
this  country,  rermit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
notice  an  observation  made  bv  the  honorable 
Speaker,  (Mr.  Macon,}  when  he  inquired  why 
our  merchants  did  not  go  to  other  markets  than 
those  of  Great  Britain  f  The  answer  is  obvious, 
from  what  has  been  already  said.  Many  of  our 
merchants  are  connected  with  British  merchants; 
many  of  them  the  mere  factors  of  British  mer* 
chants,  trading  with  British  capital ;  such  men 
will  not  seek  other  markets,  while  they  are  per- 
mitted to  procure  their  mercnandise  in  that  coun* 
try,  where  they  have  their  capital  and  connexions 
— where  they  are  better  known,  and  have  more 
extensive  credit ;  our  real  American  merchants 
have  also  large  connexions  and  extensive  credit 
there,  and  they  will  be  unwilling  to  relinquish 
these,  unless  Government  shall,  by  some  effective 
measure,  give  a  new  direction  to  trade  and  a  new 
impulse  to  our  commercial  affairs.  But,  let  this 
once  take  place,  and  I  am  convinced  oUr  mer- 
chants will  be  able  to  procure  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  articles  we  consume  at  other  European  mar- 
kets— those  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and 
Germany,  dbc.,  on  as  ffood  terms;  or,  the  channels 
of  trade  once  changed.  Great  Britain  will  find  it 
difficult  to  restore  them  to  their  former  direction. 
This  she  must  know,  and  when  she  sees  the  con- 
duct she  is  now  pursuing  will  produce  this  effect, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  she  will  relinquish  the 
f^ound  she  has  taken  and  do  us  justice.  It  is  her 
interest,  it  is  her  true  policy  to  do  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  though  we  interdict 
importation  from  Great  Britain,  she  will  be  able, 
notwithstanding,  to  discharge  or  dispose  of  all  her 
manufactures ;  that  they  will  find  other  markets, 
and  through  them  find  their  wayto  the  Unitea 
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States.  This  is  an  eyasive  and  an  incoBclusive 
argument.  It  may  be  a  sound  geoerai  principle 
that  commeree,  on  a  large  scale,  will  seek  its  oaar- 
kets  and  find  its  level,  as  th^  waters  do  in  the 
ocean :  but  r^ulation.  such  as  that  before  you, 
will  affect  its  course,  change  its  direction,  impede 
its  progress,  and  determine  its  channels,  so  as  to 
deprive  some  countries  of  its  benefits,  in  favor  of 
others,  in  the  same  manner  that  mountains,  hills, 
and  valleys,  chan^  and  shape  the  directions  of 
water  courses  in  tneir  progress  to  the  ocean. 

But,  it  is  insisted,  this  measure  will  produce 
war )  I  consider  it  entirely  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  such  as  cannot,  as  already 
stated,  give  any  just  cause  of  war*  But,  it  is  ask- 
ed, will  Great  Britain  inquire  whether  it  is,  or  is 
not.  just  cause  of  war  ?  Will  she  not  consider  it 
80.  because  it  is  affain^t  her  interest  ?  If  gentle- 
men will  have  it  that  Great  Britain  has  abandon- 
ed every  principle  of  justice,  it  is  vain  to  expect 
she  will,  on  any  occasion,  be  governed  by  reason, 
or  motives  of  propriety,  in  her  conduct  toward 
na ;  if  she  is  totallv  re^dless  of  common  right, 
and  governed  by  her  interests  alone,  she  watts 
only  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to  give  our 
commerce «  more  deadly  blow ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, high  time  to  withdraw  ourselves  from  all 
conneziuqs  with  her.  But,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
go  this  length ;  I  cannot  believe  a  great  nation, 
who  holds  a  du^nified  rank  among  the  Powers  of 
the  earth,  wouui  expose  herself  to  the  indignation 
and  derision  of  the  world;  bjr  abandoning  all  re- 
spect for  justice  and  public  rieht.  I  must  believe 
sne  still  retains  some  regard  for  her  national 
honor;  and,  if  not  for  her  honor,  she  does  for  her 
interest :  all  that  she  could  say,  with  any  color  of 
justice,  would  be,  that  she  lias  the  right  to  adopt 
other  regulations  on  her  part  to  counteract  yours. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  effect  df  such  regulations. 
She  may  say^  your  produce  shall  not  go  to  her 
colonies,  her  islands,  or  any  of  her  dominions.  If 
she  takes  this  measure,  «he  will  prepare  the  most 
effectual  scourge  for  her  own  subjects.  She  will 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  not  only  to 
a  state  of  starvation^  but  force  them  at  length,  in 
all  probability,  into  insurrection.  We  have  alrea- 
dy witnessed  the  complainu  of  those  people  to  the 
mother  country.  We  have  seen  the  picture  they 
have  drawn  of  their  sufferings  and  distress,  and 
their  declarations  that  they  cannot  exist  without 
the  produce  of  the  United  States.  How,  then, 
shall  Britain  retaliate  ?  She  cannot  do  it  effectu- 
ally without  injuring  herself  more  than  she  will 
you.  Hence,  1  am  clearly  of  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  9ieasures  on  our  part — of  measures 
similar  to  that  before  you— would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  in  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  toward  us. 

An  important  inquiry  remains  to  be  made;  and 
that  is,  the  effects  such  a  measure,  as  that  now  be- 
before  you,  would  produce  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  revenue,  and  on  the  ag- 
ricultural interest.  It  has  been  insisted  thatit 
would  destroy  your  commerce.  This  must  be  on 
the  supposition  that  it  would  produce  war.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  this  would  not  be  the  neces- 


sary nor  even  the  probable  eoKseqnence  of  it.    I 
am  not,  however,  prepared  to  TOte  for  it.  at  this 
time,  in  iu>  present  shape ;  bat  I  do  not  refuse  my 
assent  to  it  Because  I  believe  it  to  be  m  warme»- 
uie,  nor  because  I  think  Great  Britain  herself 
would  consider  it  so,  but  beeause  I  coacetve  it 
more  advisable  to  adopt  a  measure  that  will  not 
so  materially  affect  either  your  eommeroe,  your 
revenue,  or  your  agricultural  interest.    Oa  this 
ground  I  would  myself  prel^r  a  measue  thai 
would  impose  additional  dntiea  on  British  mer* 
chandise,  or  I  would  agree  to  iaterdict  the  impert- 
ation  into  this  country  of  certain  specified  arti- 
cles, the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Briuia, 
as  jNTopo^  by  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Maryland.    This  measure  woold 
not  have  a  very  serious  effect  up<ni  the  eommeree 
of  our  country,  as  Mich  articlea  might  be  selected, 
and,  indeed,  are  in  the  resolution  alloded  lo,  is 
could  be  conveniently  enough  procured  at  other 
markets.    It  would,  at  the  saoae  tinie,.paral)[w 
the  most  valuable  and  profitable  portion  of  British 
manufactures,  and  enlist  the  mereantile  interest  (rf* 
that  country  against  the  present  unjust  proceed* 
ings  of  their  Government.     The  result  oanoot 
well  be  doubted  by  those  who  know  the  poweriiil 
influence  their  merchants  have  over  the  affiurs  of 
that  nation.    The  amount  of  duties  arising  froa 
merchandise  imported  from  Great  Britain,)payipg 
a  duty  ad  ralorem,  is  somewhat  less  thaa  lirse 
millions  uid  a  half  of  dollars.    The  artislss  pro- 
pK)6ed  to  be  prohibited  are  chiefly  of  the  desorip- 
tion  payinff  such  duty,  but  do  not  include  tot 
whole  of  them.    The  introduotion  will  not  prob* 
ably  extend  to  more  than  one-half  the  merelMMh 
disc  in  value,  paying  such  duty.  But,  suppose  the 
amount,  on  tne  prohibited  artielea,  should  be  two 
millions — the  only  diminutioa  of  revenue  that 
could  take  place  must  arise  from  a  failure  oa  tke 
part  of  our  merchants  to  obtain  thoee  articles  at 
other  markets,  and  would  be  only  jNTopertiooel 
to  such  failure.    Suppose  they  should  fail  ii  ob- 
taining those  articles  to  the  extent  of  one-foortk 
of  the  whole ;  the  loss  of  revenue  would  be  pro- 
portioned, and  might  be  estimated  at  half  a  mil- 
lioo ;  though  I  do  not,  myself,  from  the  best  iafonv- 
ation  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  believe  it  would 
exceed  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  doU«^ 
This  loss  of  revenue  is  certainly  not  so  importaot 
as  to  prevent  us  from  adopting,  and,  oaoe  adopted, 
adhering  to  a  naeasuce  we  deem  calculated  to  via- 
dicate  our  rights.    I  shall  not  descend  iato  de- 
tails, as  to  the  countries  in  which  those  afticlas 
can  be  procured.    Mercantile  gentlemen  hij« 
spoken,  and  differed  on  this  subject ;  but,  from  the 
most  correct  information  to  be  obtained  bete,  1 
am  of  opinion  there  are  few  articles  now  fottea 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  whieh  are 
necessary  for  our  consumption,  that  may  not  be 
obtained  from  ^her  markets.    Hence,  ear,  it  dof^ 
appear  to  me,  that  such  a  measure  as  that  above 
proposed,  would  not,  in  any  great  degree,  aoB^t 
your  commerce  or  your  revenue.  « 

1  will  now  submit  a  few  remarks  with  .Wp**- 
to  the  effects  of  such  a  measure  on  the  H^^^^ 
ml  interests  of  this  oouatry.    It  will  here  be  o(h 
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aetred,  that  do  proposition  has  been  made  that 
goes  to  restrict  our  exports.  They  will,  of  course, 
continoe  to  seek  the' best  markets,  aod  our  produce 
frill  find  its  way  to  Great  Britain,  as  usual.  I  ad- 
mit, faowerer,  that  commerce  and  agriculture  are 
so  intimatelv  connected,  that  you  cannot  give  a 
daofferotis  blow  to  the  one  without  its  being  seri- 
Onsfy  felt  by  the  other.  But,  when  this  is  admit- 
ted to  be  the  case,  it  furnishes  the  strongest  ground 
for  extending  protection  to  commerce,  lest  the  ag- 
ricultural interest  should  suffer,  in  consequence  of 
the  wound  given  your  commerce.  I  am  also  wil- 
hhg  to  admit  it  probable,  if  we  prohibit  the  intro- 
duction of  British  manufactures  into  this  country, 
it  may,  in  some  degree,  reduce  the  price  of  our 
produce  that  goes  to  Great  Britain,  but  not  to  such 
«n  extent  as  to  be  seriously  felt.  It  is  also  true, 
diat  Great  Britain  now  receives  the  greatest  part 
of  the  staple  articles,  cotton  and  tobacco,  exported 
from  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  But. 
should  the  proposed  measure  be  adopted,  she  will 
stand  in  as  much  need  of  cotton  as  she  now  does. 
Her  mannfiBietures  cannot  be  carried  on  without 
the  raw  materia^  and  she  cannot  procure  a  suf- 
fictencj  of  this  article  from  any  other  quarter. 
This  interdiction  cannot,  therefore,  affect  the 
price  of  cotton,  or  if  it  snould,  it  must  be  in  a 
very  smairdecree  ibdeed.  I  am  not,  however,  for 
interdicting  the  importation  from  Great  Britain  of 
eotton  manufactdres,  because  I  believe  it  would 
lie  diffietdt  to  obtain  them  at  other  markets.  This 
will  remove  the  greatest  objection  that  has  been 
stated  on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  Us  Great  Britain  ^U  still  continue  to 
liave  the  same  diemand  for  this  article.  With  re- 
gard to  tobacco,  its  price  cannot  be  materially  af- 
fected l>y  this  measure;  it' may.  perhaps,  in  a  small 
degree,  as  thcfir  merchants  will  not  be  able  to  ex- 
change their  manuftictures  for  it,  but  this  cannot 
%e  sach  as  to  be  sensibly  felt.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
eotrsider  the  objections  made  to  adopting  such 
-a  measure,  on  the  around  of  its  iniurious  effects 
on  the  agricultural  interest,  as  well  founded.  I 
eonceive,  in  the  present  state  bf  our  afiairs,  the 
cmly  way  in  which  we  can  secure  and  promote 
the  tutere^  of  agrictllture,  is  to  protect  our  com- 
merce. But,  we  are  asked  if,  by  this  measure, 
we  can  etpect  to  produce  any  considerable  effect 
lipon  a  powerful  hation,  without  its  producing 
tome  re-action  x)n  ourselves"?  I  answer,  we  mu.st 
expect,  in  some  degree,  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  I 
ieiiere  the  American  people  are  prepared  to  suf- 
fer  some  inconveniences  to  obtain  redress.  They 
do  not  exp^t,  when  measures  are  taki^n  tb  vindi- 
cate their  rights,  to  be  permitted  to  repose  at  i>er- 
f^ctease.  No  nation  can  be  in  such  a  situation 
a»to  enable  her  to  act  effectively  on  another  Power, 
io  as  to  bring  her  to  terms,  without  feeling,  in  some 
degree,  herself,  the  re-action  of  the  measures  she 
may  adopt.  Such  a  state  of  thin^  i§  not  to  b^ 
expected.  If  this  Were  the  case,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  to  appeal  to  the  public  voice  or  the 
national  feeling  on  such  occasions.  You  might 
-adopt  any  measure  you  deemed  proper  to  obtain 
your  object,  without  consulting  the  sense  of  the 
natidn,  if  the  public  at  large  Were  to  be  in  no  man- 


ner affected  thereby.  But,  the  people  of  America 
sensibly  feel  the  indignity  offered  to  their  country, 
and  are  as  ready  to  make  sacrifices,  to  obtain  re- 
dress, as  the  merchants.  When  I  have  said  this 
much,  and  am  willing  to  go  this  far,  yet  I  am  not 
disposed  to  support  the  mercantile  interest  to  any 
extravagant  extent  to  which  our  trade  may  be 
carried.  I  am  not  disposed  to  protect  our  mer- 
chants  in  covering  enemy's  property.  As  we  have 
agreed  to  relinquish  the  principle,  that  ^'  a  neutral 
flag  shall  make  neutral  property,"  I  am  not  now 
disposed  to  resume  it,  and  insist  on  its  beine  ob- 
served, though  I  believe  we  never  ought  to  have 
abandoned  it,  so  lotig  as  we  continued  a  commer- 
cial nation.  If,  therefore,  any  of  our  merchants 
are  engaged  in  such  trade — in  covering  enemy% 
property — ^let  Great  Britain  seize  and  condemn 
their  vessels.  This  she  mav  do — but  let  not  the 
innocent  suflfer  with  the  guilty.  I  beg  leave,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject 
as  it  respects  other  nations.  We  are  told,  you 
must  not  engage  in  the  colonial  trade  to  France 
or  her  allies,  because  you  thereby  assist  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain.  If  this  principle  be  al- 
lowed, let  me  ask,  what  will  France  say  ?  &he 
will  tell  you,  you  shall  not  trade  in  the  products 
of  Great  Britain,  because  you  will  thereby  give 
aid  and  assistance  to  her — the  enemy  of  France. 
And  would  not  this  have  more  than  the  ieippear- 
ance  of  justice  in  it  ?  Wotild  it  not  be^  fair  po- 
sition? Has  not  France  the  same  right  with 
Great  Britain  to  say,  you  shall  hot  fdrnish  sub- 
pi  ie^  to  her  enemies?  And  thus  you  would  be 
stripped  of  the  whole  of  the  colonial  trade.  But, 
you  are  asked,  it,  when  you  adopt  this  resolution, 
you  are  prepared  to  contend  with  the  navy  of 
Great  Bntain  1  I  was.  sir,  sorrjr  to  hear  this  re- 
mark introduced  on  tnis  occasion.  To  hear  it 
said,  When  you  are  about  making  a  regulation 
mei^ly  commercial — to  direct  the  affairs  of  your 
own  country — if  you  adopt  such  measures,  Great 
Britain  will  make  war  upon  you — will,  at  a  sing^ 
stroke,  sweep  all  your  vessels  from  the  ocean !  To 
hear  tne  power  of  that  nation  magnified,  and  hex 
warlike  achievements  painted  ih  the  highest  col- 
ors, as  if  to  awe  and  intimidate  vour  own  countrvl 
Is  it,  indeed,  sir,  come  to  this,  that  we  shall  not  oe 
permitted  to  wear  a  coat,  the  cloth  of  which  is  not 
made  in  Great  Britain  ?  Shall  we  not  determine 
for  ourselves,  without  consulting  any  other  nation, 
with  regard  to  the  clothes  we  shall  wear,  or  the 
food  or  liquors  we  shall  consume?  If  the  crista 
has  arrived,  at  which  we  are  afraid  to  decide  on 
those  points  without  havinjg  a  special  regard  to 
the  good  pleasure  of  Great  Britain,  I  say,  in  the 
name  of  God,  let  us  resign  our  independence,  re- 
turn again  to  the  degraded  state  of  Colonies,  and 
only  inquire  Under  whose  wings  We  shall  place 
ourselves  for  protection.  But,  suppose  the  power 
of  that  nation  is  so  great  and  formidable  (as  it  has 
been  repeatedly  represented  by  gentlemen)  that 
you  are  not  to  take  a  step  without  consulting  her 
interest,  lest  you  should  offend  her.  When,  let 
me  ask,  will  this  power  be  diminished  ?  When 
will  the  obstacle  be  removed  ?  She  has  now  nearl]r 
eight  hundred  ships  of  war  on  the  ocean-^in  what 
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degree  must  they  be  dinuDisbed  before  you  will 
dare  to  take  the  6rst  step  in  yiudicatioD  of  your 
yiolated  rights  7  Or,  suppose  her  navy  should  be 
increasedj  m  a  few  years.,  to  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  ships  of  war,  shall  we  shrink  from  de- 
fending our  rights  in  proportion  to  this  increase 
of  her  navy?  I  am  jiot,  sir,  willing  to  sanction 
such  a  doctrine.  However  powerful  she  may  be. 
right  is  still  the  same,  and  ouffht  to  be  maintained 
inviolate.  You  have  been  told,  triumphantly,  that 
Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world. 
On  this  point,  we  are  not  to  legislate.  We  are  a 
neutral  nation,  and  as  such,  ought  not  to  affect  a 
partiality  for  either  France  or  Great  Britain.  I 
will  not,  on  this  occasion,  change  my  vote  on  the 
gronnd  that  Great  Britain  is  fiighting  the  battles 
of  the  world,  or  that  Bonaparte  is  conquering  it. 
The  moment  it  shall  become  necessary  for  us  to 
take  part  in  the  war,  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  declare  on  which  side  we  ought  to 
enlist  this  nation.  But,  while  at  peace,  it  is  neither 
the  right  nor  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Power  to  de- 
termine whicb  of  those  nations  engaged  in  war 
has  justice  on  her  side.  I  conceive  we  are  bound 
to  do  equal  justice  to  the  one  as  the  other,  and 
,  tot  wilfully  to  aid  either,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
other. 

It  has  also  been  stated  on  this  floon  that  your 
territory  has  been  violated,  and  your  frontiers  in- 
vaded by  Spaini  ^^^  ^^^^  you  ought  to  avenge 
these  wrongs,  before  you  take  measures  to  protect 
your  commerce.  It  is  true,  sir,  some  unjustifiable 
acts  have  been  done,  on  our  Southern  and  West- 
ern frontiers  by  Spanish  subjects,  and  perhaps  by 
Spanish  agents.  But  it  does  not  appear  the  acts 
were  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  their  Gbvern- 
ment.  So  far  as  has  come  to  our  knowledge, 
from  the  documents  on  our  tables,  and  from  the 
best  information  that  has  been  obtained,  (and  the 
House  are  possessed  of  the  same  information,) 
there  have  oeen  no  aggressions  or  violations  of 
territorial  righL  commuted  within  the  portion  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  which  we 
have  taken  actual  possession,  or  on  our  citizens 
within  the  same,  under  the  acknowledged  author- 
ity of  the  Spanish  Government;  on  the  contrary, 
her  ofiicers  have  explicitly  disavowed  the  aggres- 
sions complained  of.  If  the  subjects  of  Spain,  and 
American  citizens,  have  crossed  the  line  of  de- 
markation,  alternately,  and  committed  outrages 
on  the  territories  of  each  Power  without  authority 
from  their  respective  Grovernments,  (which  it  is 
believed  was  the  case,)  it  is  a  i)roper  subject  for 
judicial  investigation,  or  for  amicaole  adjustment, 
by  the  agents  of  the  two  Governments,  but  not  a 
just  cause  of  war,  so  long  as  those  acts  are  disa- 
vowed by  the  respective  Grovernments.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  ground  for  the  assertion,  that  we  have 
tamely  submitted  to  the  aggressions  and  inroads 
of  Spain  upon  our  territory.  With  regard  to  the 
depredations  stated  to  have  been  committed  on 
our  commerceby  thecruisers  of  Franceand  Spain, 
they  are  of  a  nature  altogether  difierent  from  those 
committed  by  Great  Britain.  The  former  Gov- 
ernments have  not  sanctioned  the  conduct  of 
their  cruisers  in  those  late  cases  complained  of. 


They  have  not  authorized  them  by  formal  instruc- 
tions to  prey  upon  our  commerce,  and  seize  our 
vessels  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade;  nor  have  they 
introduced  into  the  law  of  nations  a  new  princi- 
ple, suited  to  the  present  circumstances,  to  justify 
aggressions.  Since  the  unauthorized  captures, 
made  bv  the  cruisers  of  those  two  Governmeots, 
which  nave  for  a  considerable  time  been  in  a  train 
of  amicable  settlement,  there  is  not  a  case  that  has 
come  to  our  knowledge,  in  which  the  admiralty 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  in  deciding  on  cap- 
tures made  of  American  propertyi  have  assumed 
and  acted  upon  a  principle  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  to  justify  the  condemnation  of  such  prop- 
erty, and  in  which  the  same  was  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned by  either  of  those  Governments.  On  the 
contrary.it  is  well  known,  and  so  declared  by  her 
Minister  here,  that  Spain  has  issued  orders  to  her 
cruisers  to  respect  the  American  flag.  What  foun- 
dation, therefore,  is  there  for  the  decLaration  of 
gentlemen,  that  you  have  cringed  and  shrunk  from 
the  contest  with  France  and  Spain,  and  now  wish 
to  bully  Great  Britain  ?  There  is  none,  sir.  We 
have  not  tamely  submitted  to  injury  and  iosoU 
from  those  quarters,  nor  have  we  deserted  the  rights 
of  our  country.  And  when  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, which  have  taken  place  during  the  present 
session  shall  be  made  public,  (which  I  hope  maj 
soon  take  place)  the  American  people  will  justify 
and  applaud  our  conduct,  and  thev  will  alsojud^e 
who  were  disposed  to  resign  their  rights,  and  to  suV 
mit  to  national  insult  and  injury. 

It  has,  Mr.  Chairman,  been  observed  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Masters,)  that  na- 
tional animosity  produced  the  resolution  before 
you.  I  I'egret  that  such  an  idea  should  be  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor.  I  know  of  no  such  animos- 
ity, but  I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  national  pi^ 
tiality  exists  in  this  country,  it  is  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain;  not  that  I  believe  such  partiality  crimi- 
nal ;  but  Great  Britain  being  the  parent  countryi 
speaking  the  same  language  with  ourselves  and 
so  many  of  her  subjects  becoming  citizens  oi  this 
country,  there  is  naturally  felt  a  degree  of  attach- 
ment towards  the  people  of  that  nation.  If  these 
feelings  do  not  go  too  far^  they  are  laudable;  bat 
in  regard  to  a  national  animosity  to  Great  Britain, 
I  do  not  believe  it  exists  in  this  country,  at  least 
to  an v  considerable  extent.  If  gentlemen  meao 
that  this  animosity  exists  against  tyranny,  Ibopeit 
will  eternally  exist,  so  long  as  its  cause  exists. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  we  shall  not  cherish 
animosity  against  France,  any  more  than  ^^^ 
Great  Britain.  Nor  do  I  wish  us  to  cherish  par- 
tiality for  either.  There  was,  I  believe,  sir,  a  time 
when  the  people  of  this  country  felt  a  generous 
impulse  in  favor  of  the  French  nation.  ThefltDft* 
of  liberty  that  issued  from  the  bosom  of  Americaj 
during  the  Revolution,  had  kindled  up  anew  i« 
France,  and  promised  for  awhile  to  illuminaie  the 
whole  world.  The  American  people  rejoiced  at 
the  prospect,  and  felt  a  generous  sentiment  of  en- 
thusiasm towards  those  who  appeared  to  be  adro- 
catinff  the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  mtn- 
But  fam  not  prepared  to  say,  that  their  flam**  M* 
continued  to  burn,  or  that  the  expectation  *f  *^^ 
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ated  haire  been  realized ;  but  I  may,  I  presume, 
say,  tbere  is  no  ground  to  believe  that  this  nation 
enteruios  a  crimiual  animosity  against  or  partial- 
ity for  either  Great  Britain  or  France.  The  same 
^otleman  has  observed,  what  I  admit  is  too  true, 
that  Great  Britain  governs  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  This,  however,  is  the  strongest  reason  that 
could  be  advanced,  against  a  tame  submission  to 
eyery  act  of  aggression  which  that  Government 
may  choose  to  commit  on  your  commerce,  unless, 
indeed,  you  are  willing  to  acknowledge  a  national 
pusillanimity,  and  an  inability  to  resist  injury.  If 
we  are  unable  to  oppose  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean, 
and  she  will  persist  in  her  unjust  violation  of  our 
rights,  let  us  withdraw  Irom  ail  connexions  with 
her — confine  ourselves  within  the  limits  of  our 
territory, and  live  independent  of  her  luxuries  and 
her  commerce,  on  the  productions  and  manufac- 
tures of  our  own  country. 

I  have  one  or  two  remarks  to  make  on  an  ob- 
servation of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  that  we  are  happy  beyond  all  example. 
I  admit  the  truth  of  this  remark  j  but  is  it  the  way 
to  continue  so^  to  submit  to  every  insult,  and 
cringe  to  every  injury  ?  To  shrink  from  resistance, 
and  estimate  the  value  of  our  rights  by  the  strength 
of  the  British  navy ;  but  in  an  inverse  ratio  ?  If 
we  look  back  to  the  rise  of  our  liberty,  we  shall 
find  it  sprung  from  a  manly  resistance  against  ty- 
ranny. It  is  our  duty,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  the 
like  resistence  now ;  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  our 
forefathers,  from  whose  exertions  we  derived  our 
independence.  But  then  it  is  repeated,  by  the  same 
gentleman,  that  this  measure  will  be  considered  by 
Great  Britain  as  a  cause  of  war*  This  idea  seems 
to  be  so  deeply  fixed  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
that  they  seem  to  see  that  nalioa  take  flame,  and 
make  war  the  moment  you  touch  her  sacred  in- 
terest, her  manufactures.  lam  still,  however, 
unable  to  discover  upon  what  ground  this  meaMire 
can  be  considered  a  cause  of  war.  It  is  simply  a 
commercial  regulation — and  you  n^ight  as  well  be 
told,  she  would  consider  a  law  regulatings  your  or- 
dinary internal  concerns,  a  cause  of  war.  It  may 
here  be  proper  to  notice  one  circumstance  of  some 
singulanty  attending  the  present  discussion.  Some 
gentlemen,  opposed  to  this  resolution,  have  express- 
ed their  willmgness  to  do  something — to  adopt  a 
measure  less  energetic  than  this  is.  Yet  all  their 
arguments  are  bottomed  on  the  same  principle, 
and  are  equally  hostile  to  any  effective  measure 
tfaarcan  be  devised,  as  they  are  to  that  before  you. 
If  Great  Britain  has  a  right  to  consider  a  total  pro- 
hibition of  her  merchandise  into  this  country,  a 
cause  of  war,  she  has  the  same  ri^ht  to  consider  a 
partial  prohibition  so.  The  principle  is  the  same ; 
the  only  difference  is  in  desree,  or  in  regard  to  the 
quantom  of  merchandise  to  be  affected  by  the  mea- 
sure. Though,  therefore,  my  vote  may  agree  with 
the  votes  of  mose  gentlemen  on  this  resolution,  it 
will  be  given  for  very  different  reasons  from  those 
they  have  assigned.  Ishall  vote  acainst  it,  because, 
(though  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,)  we  have  a  right 
to  adopt  it  without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  yet  I 
consider  it  more  advisable,  at  thu  time,  to  adopt 
ameasare  that  will  prove  less  injurious  to  our 


own  interest,  and  may  be  equally  effective  in  co- 
ercing Great  Britain  to  do  us  justice. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams,} appeared  really  to  think,  that  war  had 
already  been  declared — that  Great  Britain  had 
landed  her  troops  on  our  shores,  and  that  our  peo- 
ple were  flying  to  arms  or  escaping  to  the  moun-' 
tains. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.— Wherein  and  how  did 
I  say  so  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell. — Thegentleman  contend- 
ed, that  this  was  a  war  measure ;  that  our  seaport 
towns  were  defenceless;  that  the  British  navy, 
should  it  be  adopted,  would  lay  tbepi  in  ashes. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams. — The  gentleman  must  be 
mistaken. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell. — I  have  so  taken  the  gen- 
tleman's words  in  my  notes;  m  taking  which  I 
am  seldom  incorrect;  but  the  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  explain  his  own  expressions.  He  certainly 
did  appear  to  consider  this  a  war  measure,  and  said 
our  towns  were  exposed;  that  thousands  of  inno- 
cent persons  would  be  .ruined  by  it ;  that  Great 
Britain  was  flighting  oar  battles. 
.  Mr.  D.  R.  WiL|.iAMS.— The  gentleman  has  cer- 
tainly mistaken  me,  it  must  be  some  other  gentle- 
men who  said  so. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell-ttI  am  glad  that,  the 
gentlemen  disavows  such  sentiments.  I  wish 
every  gentleman  in  the  Hpuse  would  do  the  same. 
We  are^  however,  further  told,  that  this  war, 
(which  It  seems  is  certainly  to  take  place.)  is  to 
be  supported  by  the  agricultural  interests,  and 
that  the  merchants  in  the  large  seaport  towns 
will  reap  all  the  benefit.  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Chair^ 
man,  1  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  for  securing 
the  seaport  towns,  at  the  expense  of  agriculture. 
But,  as  I  have  already  stated  my  ideas,  on  this 

f>oint,  I  will  not  repeat  them,  I  do,  however,  be- 
ieve  the  measure  we  proi>osed  to  take,  will,  in 
the  first  instance,  affect  the  commercial  interest, 
and  will  only  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest 
in  consequence  of,  and  in  proportion  to  the  im- 
pression it  makes  on  commerce. 

Our  commerce,  sir,  is.more  vulnerable  than  any 
other  portion  of  our  possessions ;  it  may  be  consid- 
ered as  encompassing  our  country^  constituting 
its  weak  parts,  and  exposed  to  the  first  attacks  of 
an  enemy.  Every  impulse  that  is  given,  will  be 
first  felt  by  commerce,  and  through  its  medium 
by  every  other  occupation  in  society. 

But  it  is  said,  that  this  nation,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, experienced  the  robberies  of  Great  Britain, 
without  resorting  to  such  a  measure  as  this.  That 
case  when  examined,  will  not  justify  the  declara- 
tion. On  that  occasion,  the  Representatives  of 
the  nation  took  a  stronger  ground  than  that  before 
you.  A  bill  passed  this  House  interdicting  all 
mtercourse  with  Great  Britain,  and  was  rejected 
in  the  other  House,  by  a  single  vote,  that  of  the 
Vice  President.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  a  still 
stronger  ffround  was  taken.  An  einbargo  was 
laid,  which  was  only  removed  on  the  commence- 
ment of  negotiation.  Can  these  proceedings  be 
considered  as  grounds  for  our  submitting  at  this 
time  to  the  iigustice  of  Great  Briuin?    Surely 
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they  cannot^-^Qd  I  hope  this  House  will  never 
saocfion  such  an  idea.  A  remark  made  by  a  ^n- 
tleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  CLAAK,)on  the  subject 
of  the  impressment  or  our -seamen,  merits  some 
irotice.  That  gentleman  stated,  as  an  excuse,  (as 
i  understood  it,)  fbr  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
in  (his  respect,  the  docttine  she  insists  on,  ^  that 
a  person  once  a  subject,  is  always  a  subject  of  her 
'€k)rernmettt,  and  never  can  can  shake  off  his  al- 
legiatice.''  This  is  a  dangerous  doctrine  to  be  ac- 
knowledged on  this  floor;  and  its  isousequences 
miffht  involve  the  best  iitterests  of  your  country, 
and  the  lives  of  a  vast  number  of  your  citizens. 
Suppose  it  once  established,  and  a  war  should  take 
place  between  this  country  ami  Great  Britain ; 
she  would  consider  such  of  your  citizens  as  had 
been  bom  in  her  dominions,  as  rebels  ae^iust  their 
country ;  and  When  they  fall  into  her  hands, 
would  put  to  death,  or  otherwise  punish  them  as 
such,  instead  of  treating  them  as  prisoners  of 
"inx.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  a  doc- 
trine that  would  produce  such  dangerous  ct>ose- 
quences?  I  truit  not.  It  is  true  Great  Britain 
has  contended  fbr  this  right;  but  it  never  has 
been  sanctioned  hy  this  €k)vernmeiit,atid  "she  has 
1>een  obliged  to  reUnquish  it  in  part,  by  the  deci- 
sion of  her  courts  of  justice,  so  far  as  related  to 
parsons  in  this  country,  dttheconcIdsioQ  of  peace 
with  that  nation.  In  reason,  it  ean  have  no  foun- 
^tetion,  except  during  the  tiihe  such  subject  tnay 
'remain  wiinoiit  becoming  -a  citizen  of  another 
*€k>venlment,  according  to  the  laws  thereof,  it 
never  ought  or  can  ^  admitted  as  applying  to 
persons  in  tnis  country,  after  Ihey  have  become 
okittens  of  the  United  Slates,  according  to  our 
\mfn.  We  are  th^  bound  to  protect  theib  as 
aueh. 

To  conclude  tny  retnarks  On  this  snbject,  I  will 
briefly  repeat,  that  I  am  decidedlv  of  opinion,  the 
conduct  of  Gh^at  Britain  is  such,  in  impressing 
'OUT  seamen,  and  capturing  mercnant  vessels,  on 
4be  groutid  of  their  being  engaged  in  a  trade  with 
her  enemies,  not  dpen  to  them  in  time  of  peace, 
is  manifestly  unjust  and  unauthoriced  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  I  conceive  -we  have  an  nndoubted 
Tight,  without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  tern- 
late  our  own  commerce,  and  to  say  from  what 
nations  we  will,  or  will  not,  import  articles  of 
consumption;  and  ^hat  description,  and  under 
what  eircurastnnces.  I  also  believe  it  our  duty 
at  this  time  to  adopt  some  decisive  measure  on 
the  subject,  that  will  evince  to  Great  Britain  our 
determination  to  resist  aegression  and  to  main- 
tain our  rights.  I  would,  sir,  prefer  a  measure, 
in  which  we  could,  and  would  persevere,  unless  it 
ahoulfl  be  found  onrinterest  to  change  it.  A  mea- 
aure  that  would  be  least  likely  to  parsilyze  our  re- 
▼enne  or  afl^ct  the  agricultural  interest.  With 
this  view,  I  would  prefer,  in  the  first  instance, 
imposing  additional,  or  dncrhnrnatinff  duties  on 
•certain  ^specified  articles,  imported  from  Great 
Britain ;  such  as  would  give  the  preference  to 
othet  European  markets.  Or,  if  more  agreeable 
to  the  majority  of  this  House,  I  would  concur 
in  interdtctinff  the  importation  of  such  articles. 
And  if  this  shookl  not  prov«  cffisetual,  I  wtHild 


take  still  stonier  g^und.  I  would  prohibit  the 
importation  of  all  merchandise,  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  the  British  dominions.  And 
should  it  become  niecessary,  I  would  cut  off  all 
intercourse  with  that  nation ;  which  would  effe^ 
tually  starve  her  West  India  islands,  and  coiih 
pel  her  to  come  to  just  terms^^r  abandon  her  colo- 
nies to  distress  and  ruin.  These  measures!  am 
wilting  to  take,  and  support  in  succession,  as  tbe 
occasion  may  require ;  and  in  doing  so  I  shaQ 
act  under  the  conscientious  and  perfect  conrietioQ 
that  th^y  are  for  the  ^ood  of  the  natioa ;  that 
they  are  necessary  to  vindicate  the  injured  rights 
and  insulted  honor  of  my  country;  and  that 
country  will,  I  am  confident,  in  this,  jtivtify  mf 
conduct. 

Mr.  jACKiON.— ^My  corivictidn  of  the  ienport- 
ance  of  this  subject  will  plead  my  apology  for  the 
trespass  I  shall  make  on  the  time  of  the  Commt^ 
tee.  I  purpose  to  take  a  rapid  review  of  the  pointi 
in  discussion  between  this  countrv  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  touch  lightly  upon  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  who  have  contended  that  it  is  better 
to  surrender  them  than  to  assume  an  attitude  of 
resistance,  6r  to  adopt  measures  perfectly  ptciiie 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  relaxatibn  of  the 
Arbitrary  systeiiiatic  attacin  upon  our  neotrd 
rights;  Tor,  with  one  or  two  exeeptiotts,  the  ob- 
jections addueed  go  to  satictidh  the  ophnoa  riiat 
the  commerce  in  question  ought  to  beahaodbned; 
and  Chat  this  Gkrvernment  ought  bot  to  do  any- 
thing to  protect  it.  The  measure  preseiited  to  the 
consideration  of  this  Committee  is  calculated  td 
produce  a  redress  of  the  grievances  complaiaeddfi 
with  so  much  justice.  First.  Th<5  capture  of  ottr 
ves^ls  sniling  on  the  high  seas^in  strict  obsertaoee 
and  obedience  to  the  law  of  nations ;  ^nd,  seeoodJf , 
the  impressment  of  otir  seamen,  bona  fide  cilitcin, 
protected  by  the  flag  of  the  nation.  While  w« 
are  disfeussinff  the  proposition  of  resorting  tot 
remedy  to  redress  these  evils,  we  are  met  by  ^ 
tlemen  who  deny  that  it  is  rltthx  to  do  aoytrnW' 
First.  Becatise  the  Executive  has  not  recotom^ 
ed  any  particular  measure ;  and,  secondly,  bccatoe 
the  trade  under  i;onsideration  is  fraudtncatj^ 
the  citizens  impriessed  arc  the  snhjects  of  Great 
Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  firtt  aliegatton,  that  theBr- 
ecutive  has  not  recommended  any  speciffe  mrtf* 
sure,  was  it  not  objected  under  a  former  Adwia^ 
tration  that  the  Executive  interfered  iaipropeny 
in  legislative  measures?  Congress  P<>s*^*jjjt 
Constitutional  power  of  declaring  war,  and  sb^'wd 
the  Executive  Recommend  a  declaration  «f  ^ 
to  us,  I  presume  we  should  heifr  much  of  the  w 
ecntive  attempting  an  undue  hnd  Indecent  ii»W- 
ence  over  our  legislative  powers ;  for,  jndgfog^ 
the  past,  1  have  no  docrbt  that  whenever  soeM 
recommendation  shall  be  toade  by  the  Bxecati^ 
it  Will  be  opposed  by  the  same  persons  who  n^ 
call  for  his  recomtneodation,  and  expre*  dissatn- 
fkorion  at  his  withholding  it.  . ;. 

But  it  is  asserted  this  trade  is  fraudulent, aaflw 
is  dishonorable  to  protect  it  So  much  has  ww 
said  and  written  on  this  subject,  that  {^l^'Ji 
gefther  naeless  to  combat  the  iirgumeflts  wgw  ^ 
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thk  floor ;  for  it  is  not  because  a  eelebmted  pumph- 
lee,  without  an  author,  has  been  writteo  on  the 
Mibjeet  OQ  this  side  of  the  water,  vindieating  the 
fairness  and  legality  of  the  trade,  or  as  gentleoaen 
will  have  it,  surrendering  the  question  at  the  thres- 
hold, or  because  another  equally  celebrated  has 
been  wiitton  on  the  other,  declaring  it  ^War  in 
Disguise,"  that  we  will  consent  to  be  concluded  on 
the  question,  as  they  are  all  free  game,  and  ought 
a>  pass  for  nothing  unless  their  argunents  carry 
eoBTietion  to  the  mind.  The  question  resolves 
itself  into  the  consideradon  whether  this  trade  is 
fraodo&eftt  or  not.  Can  we  ezchaogeourproduc- 
tiens  with  the  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations— 
biisg  here  theirs,  and  carry  any  surplus  beyond 
our  wants  to  other  natioae?  I  eoneeiye  that  we 
fmn ;  eomaon  sense  sanctions  the  opinion.  'Gen- 
tleoaen,  however,  say  we  cannot  That  the  f>ro» 
perty  is  not  changed,  but  still  belongs  to  thfc  origi- 
■ai  owner  of  it,  and  that  our  neutral  flag  freud- 
eady  eorers  the  enemy's  property.  But  gentle- 
mtm  deal  in  a  mere  coinage  of  the  Aincy  wheto 
they  say  so.  I  demand  their  proofs ;  they  will 
not  accept  our  opinions ;  and  I  with  equal  pro- 
priety reject  theirs.  How  will  they  show  that 
UoB  is  not  our  ^property  ?  It  is  said  that  a  want 
•f  dipital  is  a  prootof  it;  but,  on  inrestiffation,  it 
irili  ee  found,  that  the  American  capital  is  fully 
adequate  to  the  earrying  <»  this^rade.  Do  not 
we  Hud  imr  merchants  engaged  in  the  trade  to 
the  Ikdt  indies,  which  requires  a  capital  of  three 
and  ibur  iMOdred  thousand  ddllars,  and  if  the  trade 
to  the  West  India  islands  be  'equally  profitable,  is 
it  «ot  in  be  presumed  that  tbey  will  likewise  en- 
gtige  in  it  ?  If  this  property  cbes  not  pass  by  the 
tiuasfeff,  as  we  contend  it  doiBs,  it  may  be  main- 
tained thai  a  horse  sold  in  the  open  market  will 
baanbject  to  an  exeeution  subsequently  issued 
againac  ifs  preirious  oitner ;  nay.  even  that  the  ea- 
•otttor  of  such  owner  may  sue  for  and  recorer  it. 
But  this  atgument  shakes-ovary  principle  iuvdTed 
ia  ootuaaeme  to  its  ftmadation ;  its  origin  is  traffic, 
whieh  induees  one  nan  ie  exchange  the  surplus 
beyoBd  what  io  necessary  to  him,  fbr  that  which  is 
neeesaary,  and  was  the  surplus  of  another ;  and  if 
tifte  propevty  io  not  changed  by  this  traffic,  nothing 
is  safe,  eveiythiag  is  afloat,  and  no  man  knows  to 
whom  anv  property  belong  which  ma^  happen 
to  be  m  nis  possession.  Saoh  a  doctrine  mast 
destroy  all  commeree  at  a  single  blow.  But,  say 
geudemeo,  €hreat  Britain  induiffes  us  in  pursoini^ 
die  honest  carrying  trade.  I  disclaim  the  post- 
tioB.  How  can  she  be  said  to  indulge  us  with  a 
nghl  aanotion^  by  the  law  of  nations ;  a  right  in- 
heieui  in  erery  independent  nation  1  I  contend 
that  the  trade  to  which  i  hare  just  alluded,  is  as 
just  and  honest  as  any  other  trade  of  this  coutHry 
aiuat  on  the  ocean. 

Great  Britain  not  only  imposes  on  our  trade 
tha  restriction  which  interdicts  our  carrying  the 
products  of  the  colonies  of  her  enemies  to  the 
motho-  cottntry,  after  incorporating  them  with  oar 
own  stock,  but  she  disallows  all  trade  with  her 
euemiea  in  time  of  war  not  permitted  in  time  of 
peace.  Tfaegentleman  from  Virginia  argues  this 
laaoneftL    Ha  says  Qreut  Britam  has  aprepoa* 


derance  on  the  ocean,  and  inquires  whether  we 
have  a  right  to  check  it  by  supplying  her  enemy 
with  anythiaff  necessary  to  relieve  hie  wants. 
This  is  going  forther  than  '^War  in  Disguise  ;'^  than 
the  time-serving  Sir  William  Scott,  who  some* 
times  reaollectsi  that  he  is  called  on  to  eacpouad 
the  law  of  natioiks  as  a  jnd^  and  at  others  on&y 
to  register  the  orders  of  the  King  and  Council ;  or 
any  other  man  in  England.  Does  not  this  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  whole  trade  of  our  oountry^? 
There  is  no  nation  at  war  that  is  not  more  or  less 
supported  by  our  products;  they  derive  firom  us 
the  means  of  subsistenee,  and  the  carriage  of  them, 
it  seems,  is  to  be  prohibited,  because  Great  Britain 
has  a  preponderaaoe  on  the-oeean,  and  can  starfte 
out  her  enemies  if  we  are  Q6t  permitted  to  carry 
to  them.  Great  Britain  sajrs  you  shall  not  carry 
on  a  trade  in  time  of  war  nc^  permitted  in  time 
of  peace.  S  he  seizes  our  vettels ;  inverts  the  nat v- 
rai  pria^ple  of  evidence  f  throws  the  otwaprotoa- 
di  of  showing  ^at  this  trade  then  proseccMed  was 
curried  on  in  time  of  peace,  on  the  owner  of  the 
property,  and  thus  our  whole  trade  afloat  is  ex- 
posed tabaiard  and  vexatious  interruptions.  But, 
m  defianoe  of  this  rule  set  up  by  herself,  Chreat 
Brhaiu  opens  in  war  her  own  isklKis,  whose  ^rade 
is  shut  'Up  an  time  of  peace.  Teat  then  her  prin- 
ciple by  her  praotiae.  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  she  coantiFes  at  a  fraudulent  trade,  or  justr- 
fies  it  us  laMlal  wt^  herself,  when  she  deelaraa 
the  same  trade  relatirvely  to  her  enemtes  illicit  und 
subject  to  condemnation,  if  then  ahe  is  not  gofr* 
erned  by  narrow  andunjUstTiews,  she  caunot'con^ 
tend  that  that  is  right  whou  it  respects  herself, 
which  is  Wrong  in  relation  to  unotMr.  She  has 
yielded  that  qneation  by  opening  her  ports  in  waar 
which  were  shut  iu  peace,  andlias  made,  even  if 
these  existed  a  previous  doubt,  this  trade  lawful. 
But,  Bot  confined  to  going  this  length,  she  canriea 
on  that  trade  hersdf  whi^  she  deniestous;  thus 
addmg  another  to  the  mmierous  outrages  commit- 
ted upon  us.  If  we  acquiesce  in  this  doctrine,  advo- 
cated by  Gkcat  Britain,  sanctioned  bvheradmiiraltv 
ccurts,and  enlbroed  by  her  cruisers,  task  if  we  shaft 
act  violate  that  honest  neutralitv  arhich  eompela 
us  to  treat  all  nations  «like  ?  The  great  principth 
of  a  neutral  nation,  as  defined  by  the  hiw  of  na- 
tions, is,  to  treat  the  belligerents  arith  equal  'im- 
partiality, and  not  to  favor  one  at  the  expenae  of 
Miotber.  By  acquiescing  In  the  doctrine  that 
renders  this  p«rt  of  our  tnide  liable  to  capture,  wu 
make  ourselves  a  par|y  on  the  side  of  one  of  the 
nations  engaged  in  war. 

This  colonial  trade  is  not  only  lawfbl,  but  it  is 
beneficial  to  the  merchant  and  also  the  fkrmer. 
Gentlemen  have  attempted  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  mercantile  and  the  farmhig  interests. 
I  shall  hw  and  by  expose  the  fallacy  of  their  rea- 
soning; but  at  tins  time,  I  willeonfine  my  remarks 
to  proriog  that  this  trade  is  not  only  beneficial  to 
^merchant  but  likewise  to  the  farmer.  The 
colonies  from  which  this  trade  is  derived,  are  fed 
exclusively  Irom  thia  ooun^-^^to  them  we  carry 
our  provision  and  receire  in  return  their  prt>duc- 
tions.  It  is  not  our  interest  to  receive  money,  if 
they  hadit,beoa»ae'wa  should  loan  the  profit  ott 
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the  returo  eargo.  If  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  pur- 
ehaie  beyond  the  consumption  of  our  country,  the 
extent  or  our  exports  would  be  diminished  in  the 
same  ratio,  for  not  having  money  to  pay  for  our 
provisions  they  could  not  purchase  tnem.  The 
consequence  would  be  that  the  trade  would  fall 
into  retail  hands,  i^nd  the  loss  would  reverberate 
on  the  former,  the  demand  for  his  productions 
would  be  diminished,  and  they  would  rot  in  our 
warehouses.  This  shows  that  the  fanner  is  as 
deeply  interested  in  the  trade  as  the  merchant 

But  while  we  are  attempting  to  obtain  justice 
for  this  outrage,  which  some  gentlemen  admit  to 
be  such  and  others  deny,  we  are  told  that  we  are 
paving  the  way  to  war.  Will  a  measure  of  this 
kind  lead  to  war?  If  so,  we  hold  our  rights  by  a 
feeble  tenure.  Shall  we  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
ceive cmr  supplies  from  other  nations  as  we  please? 
Shall  we  not  oe  permitted  to  say  to  a  nation  doin^ 
injustice  to  us,  we  will  have  no  intercourse  With 
yoo ;  without  giving  that  nation  a  just  cause  of 
war?  Strange  principle !  If  a  nation  is  not  al- 
lowed to  take  such  measures  of  redress,  without 
involving  herself  in  war,  I  cannot  conceive  in 
what  the  rights  of  a  nation  consist.  I  acknow- 
ledge myself  always  to  have  been  a  stranger  to 
them.  If  this  measure  will  have  such  an  efiect 
anythinff  we  can  do  will  have  the  same  tendency'. 
If  to  prohibit  all  articles  from  Great  Britaio  be  a 
war  measure,  to  prohibit  any  part  of  them  will  also 
be  a  war  measure;  and  it  is  therefore  but  fair  to 
consider  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  as  equally 
applicable  to  doing  anything.  If  the  scourge  of 
war  is  held  over  our  heads  by  such  a  slender  thread, 
•hall  the  fear  of  it  prevent  us  from  doing  that  which 
we  consider  as  but  justice  to  ourselves?  But  the 
ffentleman  says  Great  Britain  will  not  be  injured 
by  a  war  with  us  even  to  the  value  of  a  single  dollar. 
Such  language  I  should  have  scarcely  expected  to 
hear,  even  asc6iniog  from  the  English  Cbancelior 
of  the  Exchequer,  upon  the  floor  of  Parliament. 
I  am  ready  to  allow,  and  I  firmly  believe,  that  if 
Great  Britain  thinks  it  her  interest  to  go  to  war 
with  us  she  will  do  «o,  she  will  first  strike  the  blow, 
as  she  did  in  the  case  of  the  Spanish  prizes,  and 
declare  war  afterwards.  So  the  argument  ffoes 
for  nothing.  But  we  areher  best  customers,  we 
supply  her  with  raw  materials  which  she  cannot 
obtain  from  other  countries.  I  consider  this  as 
^ving  us  a  decided  advantage  over  her,  of  which, 
if  properly  used,  we  may  always  avail  ourselves 
without  giving  her  a  just.cause  for  war.  Her 
writers  say  a  non-intercounie  with  this  country 
would  prove  a  loss  to  her  of  six  millions  sterling 
a  year.  Surely  they  know  what  would  be  the 
efiect  of  such  a  measure  better  than  we ;  and  with 
this  assertion  staring  them  in  the  fttce,  it  will  not 
again  be  said  that  a  war  with  us  would  not  cost 
her  a  dollar.  But  it  is  said  Great  Britain  is  fight- 
ing for  her  own  existence,  against  an  enemy  that 
is  most  powerful ;  that  she  is  the  only  bulwark 
between  France  and  universal  despotism;  and 
thus  an  attempt  is  made  to  enlist  our  sympathies 
in  her  favor.  But  let  her  do  us  justice  before  she 
claims  our  sympathy.  Shall  we  wait  until  she 
has  subdued  tha  wlime  continantal  mariiM  and 


have  triumphed  on  land,  before  we  demand  jus- 
tice ?    Shall  we  fold  up  our  arms,  and  say  we  per- 
ceive you  are  convulsed — you  are  menaced  witk 
an  invasion ;  we  will  patiently  wait  till  you  get 
rid  of  all  these  sources  of  alarm  before  we  press 
you  ?    Can  it  be  imagined  that  she  is  contendiog 
for  a  right  in  war,  pressed,  convulsed,  and  threat- 
ened as  she  is,  which  she  will  abandon  oo  a  return 
of  peace?    This  is  to  suppose  that  the  miileaium 
is  approaching,  of  which  Great  Britain  isto  bethe 
harbinger.    Practise  this  system,  and  in  a  hule 
time  you  will  have  nothing  left  worth  fightiogfor. 
Let  a  nation  strike  at  an  important  branch  of  yoor 
trade,  and  trample  on  rights  held  dear  by  ererv 
citizen  of  America,  and  let  her  know  that  yoa  will 
wait  till  every  alarm  which  she  feels  is  removed, 
and  then  ask  for  justice ;  that  yon  deem  it  disboQ; 
orable  to  make  a  stand  until  she  has  her  hands 
cleared  of  all  other  difficulties — ^let  this  system  or 
no  systeiA  be  resorted  to,  and  you  will  not,  I  repeat 
it,  have  a  right  left  that  is  worth  contending  for. 
But,  say  ^ntlemen,  if  we  resort  to  this  measure, 
Gh'eat  Britain  wUl  so  to  war,  and  instead  of  har- 
iog  1,500  seamen,  she  will  have  15,000  of  our  citi- 
zens groaning  in  her  prison  skips.    This  is  troif 
a  degrading  picture,  which  goes  to  show  that  we 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  resist  an  encroacbmeot 
on  our  rights,  because  the  injury  wiU  be  increased 
tenfold.    Let  Great  Britain  once  know  tfaat  tbis 
is  your  mode  of  thinkinff,and  instead  of  boldiog 
in  bondage  1,600,  she  will  indeed  rob  you  of  15,000 
of  your  seamen ;  and  instead  of  capturing  15  mil- 
lions of  property,  she  will  take  150,  and  yoa  will 
be  as  bankrupt  in  fortune  as  in  character.  But,  saj 
gentlemen,  this  right  is  not  worth  conteodinir  for, 
and  ask  triumphantly,  shall  we  lose  six  miUiofls 
for  the  protection  of^one?    But  if  on  tbis  score 
we  hesitate  resisting  aggressions,  we  shall  soon 
have  no  millions  to  lose.    Are  we  then,  indeed,  to 
sit  down  tamely  and  count  the  costs;  debit  so  mucb 
for  honorable  resistance— credit  so  much  for  na- 
tional degradation — balance  in  favor  of  posilhini- 
mous  acquiescence?    Are  gen  tlemen  ripe  for  sucb 
humiliation  ?    I  consider  spirit  as  essential  an  in- 
gredient in  government  as  m  man.    Let  a  natioo; 
or  an  individual  whose  rights  are  invaded,  or  wbose 
person  is  insulted,  once  say  he  will  not  resept  tbe 
injury  because  it  will  cost  more  than  patiently 
enduring  it,  he  will  soon  not  have  a  right  left  wortb 
defending.    But  say  gentlemen,  will  you  go  to  war 
for  this  carrying  trade?    If  the  question  of  war 
were  fairly  involved  in  it,  I  answer  yes— I  wooid 
as  soon  go  to  war  to  protect  it,  as  to  protect  t^ 
ri^ht  of  highway  on  terra  firma.    Bdt,  it  is  asked, 
Will  you,  in  infancy,  contend  with  Britain,  wboii 
in  her  manhood  ?    Sir,  if  our  infancy  is  not  foa- 
tered,  we  shall  never  arrive  at  manhood  ?    Better 
for  us  to  die  contending  for  our  rights  than  submit 
to  such  a  principle,  But  I  have  another  answer. 
We  have  shown  ourselves  able  to  contend  witb 
this  very  nation,  when  we  had  as  many  »P|^** 
as  external  foes;  and  if  we  succeeded  againstber 
then,  shall  we  fear  to  contend  with  her  now?  H  '^ 
however,  said  that  by  this  measure  we  shall  lose 
a  revenue  of  six  millions.    It  is  not,  however,  pro- 
bable>  that  we  shall  incur  snch  a  loss.    The  arU- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


729 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


780 


Mabcb,  1806. 


Nfm-fmportati&n  of  Goods  fr&m  Great  Britain, 


H.  opR. 


des  we  receive  from  Britain  are  not  of  the  first 
necessity.  They  can  be  got  elsewhere,  and  our 
refusing  to  trade  with  her  will  open  new  markets 
in  other  countries.  It  is  contended  that  our  exports 
will  be  eut  ofi*.  This,  however  is  evidently  er- 
roneous. 

We  furnish  Britain  with  raw  materials  which 
ghe  cannot  obtain  elsewhere,  which,  if  she  could 
avoid  it,  she  would  not  obtain  from  us.  She 
looks  to  your  commercial  greatness  with  a  jealous 
eye,  and  would  not  permit  a  single  article  to  be 
exported  from  this  country  into  her  dominions,  if 
it  could  be  obtained  elsewhere.  Where  are  the 
eotton  andprovisions  with  which  she  can  be  sup- 
plied? Were  she  to  refuse  these  productions 
from  this  country,  she  might  be  likened  to  an  in- 
dividual who  in  consequence  of  a  famine  in  the 
land  could  not  procure  bread  except  from  a  single 
farmer,  and  because  he  was  his  enemy,  would, 
rather  than  do  this,  sit  down  and  die.  Millions 
of  her  subjects  depend  for  bread  and  support  on 
you.  Cot  ofi*  the  exportation  of  raw  materials  to 
that  countrv,  or  the  importation  of  her  manufac- 
tures into  this,  and  the  effect  will  be  almost  as 
serious  as  the  invasion  of  Ireland  by  a  French 
army.  Her  whole  people  will  be  up  in  tumttlt 
against  the  Government — for  what  political  body 
can  legislate,  or  what  police  can  guard  effectually 
against  sUrvation ;  a^inst  impending  ruin  ?  But 
the  trade  with  Britam,  it  seems,  ought  to  be  fos- 
tered by  us.  Why  ?  Is  it  because  it  presents  a 
great  balance  against  us  ?  For,  let  gentlemen  say 
what  they  will,  thev  must  allow  the  balance  is  in 
her  favor.  But,  they  ask  how  is  this  balance 
made  up  ?  From  the  balances  in  our  favor  drawn 
from  the  trade  with  other  countries ;  it  is  there- 
fore ruinous,  for  it  is  a  maxim  well  established 
and  known  by  Great  Britain,  that  a  nation  never 
can  accumulate  wealth  from  a  trad^  when  the 
balance  of  such  trade  is  against  her ;  and  that  a 
trade  under  such  circustances  ought  almost  to  be 
interdicted.  But  gentlemen  say,  Great  Britain 
knows  the  genius  of  the  American  people;  and  if 
they  go  to  war,  we  will  make  peace  with  her 
on  her  own  terms.  I  will  admit  the  genius  of 
the  American  people  is  pacific. 

[It  being  now  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment, 
Mr.  Jackson  waived  the  remainder  of  his  re- 
marks until  the  next  day.] 


Wbonebdat,  March  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''Aa  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  January  last,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mb- 
sisnppi  Territory,  be  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  that  the  said  memorial  be  re- 
feried  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means. 


IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  aj^ain  resolved  itself  into  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union— Mr. 
Greoo^  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Jackson  continued  his  remarks, as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  Committee  rose  last 
night,  I  was  replying  to  an  argument  drawn  from 
the  pacific  disposition  of  this  nation,  which  was 
used  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  well  knew  that 
we  would  sacrifice  anything  for  peace,  and  if  she 
declared  war,  and  committed  depredations  on  ns, 
she  might  profit  of  these  advantages  by  making 
peace  on  her  own  terms.  I  admitted,  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  the  aversion  of  the  American  people  to 
go  to  war  for  light  and  transient  causes.  They 
will  sedulously  foster  peace  \  they  will  bear  and 
forbear  much ;  viewing  war  as  thc/scourge  of  the 
human  race,  every  honorable  exertion  will  be 
made  by  them  to  avert  it ;  but  there  is  a  point  of 
degradation  and  insult  beyond  endurance,  which 
no  nation  can  advance  to  without  feeling'the  ven- 
geance of  United  America.  We  have  tested  this 
truth  by  experience.  Look  to  the  Revolution, 
sir,  when  tne  "noble  spirit  of  the  times  braved 
the  terrors  of  treason,  misery,  and  death,  rather 
than  taroelv  submit  to  the  accumulated  wrongs 
that  were  heaped  upon  us.  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  my  country  to  believe  that  any  at- 
tempt to  rob  us  of  a  single  right  which  we 
then  secured,  by  one  of  the  noblest  struggles  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  the  world^  would  be  tame- 
ly surrendered.  But  it  is  said  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion has  been  roused  by  the  impositions  of  the 
newspapers,  influenced  by  the  rapacity  of  the  mer- 
chants. No,  sir;  it  is  by  seeing  its  rights  and  the 
rights  of  its  citizens  trampled  on — prostrated  by 
a  lawless  banditti  on  the  ocean,  respecting  no  law 
but  their  own  interest — ^acknowledging  no  rights 
between  them  and  the  tyranny  of  the  seas.  Is  the 
capture  of  our  seamen,  and  vesseb,  and  carsoes 
on  the  ocean,  an  imposition  ?  No,  sir }  it  is  a  fatal 
reality,  witnessed  by  the  miseries  and  bankrupt- 
cies of  thousands ;  and  when  an  honest  btirst  of 
indignation  is  re-echoed  from  the  remotest  eor^ 
.ners  of  the  Union^  we  are  gravely  told  that  we 
must  make  a  distinction  between  commerce  and 
agriculture,  which  it  is  alleged  exibts  in  fact,  and 
cannot  be  lost  sight  of.  Let  us  examine  this  doc- 
trine. The  merchant  purchases  the  produce  of 
the  farmer,  his  beef,  and  pork,  and  every  surplus 
which  he  has,  and  traverses  every  sea  in  search 
of  a  market  for  it ;  the  price  abroad  produces  com- 
petition at  home ;  the  profits  to  the  merchant  be- 
in^  always  nearly  the  same,  and  by  this  compe- 
tition the  farmer  receive  a  premium  proportion- 
ate to  the  demand  abroad ;  but  take  away  this 
rivalship  at  home  by  abandoning  your  merchants 
to  the  depredations  of  every  freebooter — for,  if  yoo 
once  pronounce  that  they  are  to  be  abandoned, 
every  sea  and  shore  will  be  infested  by  them — 
and  you  compel  him  to  quit  the  ocean,  to  em- 
ploy his  capital  on  land,  and  our  farmers  will  be 
obli^fed  to  take  whatever  price  foreigners  com- 
ing into  our  ports  may  choose  to  give,  and  to  pur- 
chase the  productions  of  other  countries  from  them 
at  wbattrer  price  they  may  chooae  to  ask*    The 
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iotereits  of  ^affriouitiira  and  commence  are,  tfaeie- 
fore,  inliiiMUely  conoecled.:  bat  aootlier  expedi- 
eul  IS  resorted  to.  It  is  said  a  distinctioQ  is  to  be 
kept  ap  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  in 
terestS)  and  this  measure  will  operate  on  the 
South  abue.  Sir,  we  ou^ht  to  know  nothing  ^f 
local  interests  or  geographical  divisions  when  the 
lights  of  an  American  citizen  are  invaded  ;  we 
ouffht  only  to  know  it  and  feel  it  as  Americans. 
Di4  the  North  use  other  language  when  the  nav^ 
igaiion  of  the  Mississippi  was  destroyed  by  with- 
lu)lding.the  right  of  deposit  at  New  Orleans?  No, 
sir,  with  honorable  feelings,  their  only  solicitude 
was  how  they  should  most  effectually  restore  and 
presefve  it.  Let  us  then  act  with  sentiments  of 
the  same  noble  liberality  when  the  pressure  of 
wrongs  is  most  immediately  felt  by  them,  but 
which  must  and  will  operate  upon  us  also,  for  no 
measure  can  affect  the  rights  of  this  nation  that 
will  njQt  sensibly  injuiecTery  part  of  the  Union.  If 
our  commerce  is  disturbed,  if  our  rights  on  the  sea 
are  cutoff  one  by, one,  ami  such  is  the  tendency 
of  the  present  measures  of  Britain,  what  will  be- 
come of  our  cotton  and  tobacco  1  Will  they  not 
rot  on  our  hands,  or  be  sold  at  the  price  of  those 
who  may  be  pleased  to  come  and  purchase  them  ? 
If  commerce  languish,  affficulture  will  languish 
likewise,  for  one  is  the  naadmaid  of  the  other. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  the  value  of  the  trade  inter- 
rupted by  the  piratical  conduct  of  Britain,  is  not 
worth  contendiqg,  for,  is  not  worth  the  risk  of  the 
present  measure,  or  the  hazard  of  war.  I  hope, 
however,  we  shall  not  estimate  national  wrongs 
by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  I  hope  that, 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  will  all  be  uni- 
ted>  not  in  calculating  the  eost^  but  ta  adopting 
measures  to  insure  redress.  But  gentlemen  say 
these  aggressions  will  oniy.last  during  the  war. 
Sir,  the  war  in  Europe,  for  the  Ust  fifteen  yeais, 
has  been  almost  uninter mi  tted«  Were  you  to  hold 
this  language  to  an  individual,  and  say  to  him, 
ypu  are  denied  free  ingress  or  egress  to  or  from 
your  own  mansion,  and  console  you  by  adding, 
you  can  bear  with  your  wrongs,  they  will  last  only 
during  your  lifetime^  he  would  spurn  you  from 
Iw  with  indignation*  Look  at  the  state  of  the 
fi^opean  world,  at  iu  situation  for  twenty  years 
pasty  and  say  what  change  have  you  of  peace  ?  I 
nope  our  rights  will  not  be  thus  permitted  to  be 
t^MOkpled  en  with  impunity, under  such  a. pretext. 
I  hope  to  see  some  systematic  measures  adopted 
to  meet  Great  Britain,  who  appears  to  have  form- 
ed a  deliberate  plan  to  inflict  all  the  injury  in  her 
power  on  this  people,  whom  she  looks  upon  as 
ner  most  dangerous  rival.  This  step,  which  she 
has  uken,  is  a  link  in  thefreat  chain  of  vassalajo^e. 
acolossal  stride  towards  effeetipg  that  plan  which 
has  ior  its  object  the  dominion  of  the  seas.  If  we 
yield  one  right,  as  well  established  as  the  right  to 
breathe  the  vital  air,  it  is  weak  in  us  to  imagine 
Qceat  Britam  will  stop  here.  This  would  be  as 
contrary  to  her  genius  as  the  genius  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  to  war. 

But  it  is  said  Great  Britain  will  countervail  our 
restrictions;  in  this  respect  we  stand  in  a  very 
different  situation  from  her»    We  are  her  haeti 


customers ;  she  sends  to  us  articles  whi^  i^ 
cannot  sell  in  other  plaees ;  and  wt  supply  hct 
with  necessaries  which  she  cannot  procure  eiss- 
where.  It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  suppose  GkU 
Britain  can  affect  us  by  a  countervaiuDg  pohc|. 
If  she  could  there  is  no  doubt  she  would,  if  gei* 
tlemen  will  turn  their  eyes  to  h^  islands,  tbey  will 
see  that,  when  she  can  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions from  other  quarters,  she  does  noipsnnit 
us  to  carry  our  produce  to  them.  It  is  oolf  w&ea 
she  cannot  obtain  them  elsewhere  that  sbeg^tots 
this  as  a  favor.  But  we  are  told  that  we  ctanot 
supply  ourselves  with  the  articles  we  denfefroia 
her  in  other  markets ;  and,  as  evidence  of  l^^ 
it  is  said  that  the  French  armies  areuMW  cUdui 
British  manufactures,  notwithstanding  the  iI^e^ 
dictions  of  the  Government  of  France.  BotletU 
for  prouf  of  tills  assertion.  I  deny  it  I  tssat, 
from  unquestionable  authority,  that  they  are  did 
from  head  to  foot  in  French  manu^BtctDres* 

But  gentlemen  say  they  will  not  insme  this 
trade  at  the  expense  of  the  ConMituiioo*  I  do 
not  tmderstaod  this  language.  Has  the  Consti- 
tution interposed  a  barrier  to  the  icsuraoceoftbe 
rights  of  the  nation  in  any  situatioB  wbatererf 
S<4far  from  this  being  the  case,  I  believe,  on  t^ 
contrary,  the  Constitution  would  be  violtted  if 
our  rights  were  not  maintained  in  every  part  of 
the  glube.  I  believe  the  reverse  of  their  pictaie 
is  true  $  and  that  if  we  do  not  protect  our  citizens 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  we  vioUfe  the 
Copstitution^  no  matter  whether  those  citizens 
are  merchants  or  farmers.  Were  we  to  decide 
this  question  by  its  immediate  influence  oo  tiie 
finances,  by  the  profit  and  loss  that  would  flow 
from  it  for  the  moment,  it  would,  indeed,  io  mf 
opinion,  be  making  us  a  miserable  set  of  coantioi- 
house  politicians.  And  though  we  might  praw 
by  it  for  a  moment,  our  situation  wenldaooobe 
worse  than  it  was.  We  would  show  outsdres 
penny- wise  and  pound-foolish.  Geodemeo  sij 
they  will  not  protect  a  trade  which  is  worth  but 
a  million  (though!  believe  it  may  be  shows  to 
be  almost  equal  to  the  whole  of  our  export.^)  ^ 
the  expense  of  six  millions*  But  if  we  leguiat^ 
.on  this  ground  of  calculation^  we  shall  soosfeare 
no  commerce  worth  protecting.  If  we  yield  «w 
rights  because  their  protection  will  costiiiPrtiU| 
dollars  and  cents  than  they  are  worthf  we  shiU 
soon  have  no  commerce  remaining.  I  consider 
the  aggressions  which  firttetn  has  made  apooov 
trade  alone,  a  .sufficient  stimulus  to  indoee  Ps  ^ 
do  something.  But  when  I  refer  to  ^^^ 
thottsaad  seamen  she  holds  in  miserable  ^o"^' 
I  consider  the  desttactioa  of  this  trade  aalHtf  a 
drop  in  the  ocean  compared  with  them.  ^^  ^ 
this  subject,  horrid  as  it  is,  I  find  some  geatkoM 
are  the  apologists  of  Britain  t  One  geotlemaDoa* 
serves  that,  inasmuch  as  her  own  suhjecutreM 
our  emplov,  she  has  a  ri^t  to  take  fr»«  wai 
equal  number.  But  there  is  no  analogy  b<i^ 
the  cases.  The  act  of  her  sufejects  in  eatei^ 
into  our  service  is  voluntary,  while  oar  ^^'^ 
are  kept  in  her  service  by  violence.  Soaie  «  ^ 
own  citizens  reside  in  Britain,  and  ye*  ^•*|2 
dreamed^  of  complaining,  beeaose  ik9  au  9» 
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banbhed  them  from  her  boeom.  No  man  in  his 
senses  can  say  that  Britain  is  justified,  in  keeping 
oar  citizens  in  slavery,  on  the  ^ound  that  we  em- 
ploy her  Mubjects  in  our  service.  But,  forsooth, 
ber  conduct  is  justified  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
on  the  gfound  that  the  projections  of  our  citizens 
are  fraudulently  obtained ;  that  they  are  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  our 
eounir^^  thaf  thia,  allegation  will  be  inquired  inUK 

hlr.  Maooii  here  e^rplained,.  by  obaerringhe 
had  aaid,  he  bad  been  ao  infarmed. 

Mr.  Jaokson*— I  say  the  stt^eot  loudly  eaUe 
lor  inquiry.  If  the  practice  is  such  as  is  repi^e- 
aented«  it  ought  to  be  known  and  punished. 
What  says  the  law  on  this  subject?  That  the 
collector  shall  receive  proof^  on  oath,  that  the  per- 
son applying  is  a  bona  fide  citizen  ;  of  course,  the 
collectors  alone  can  be  concerned,  in  this  fraud* 
If  they  are  so  concerned,  let  them  be  punished. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  protections  may  be  sold. 
This  is  not  possible.  The  protection  granted  to 
one  man  cannot  suit  another,  as.  it  specifies  the 
size,  the  complexion,  and  other  characteristics  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  given;  apd  I  am  sure,  sir^ 
a  description  of  your  person  and  your  size,  would 
not  anit  mine.  Gh-eat  Britain,  it  seems,  says  the 
sam^  thing  with  the  honorable  Speaker.  If  a  man 
has  a  jMiotection,  she  says  it  is  fraudulent  and  tears 
it  to  pieces ;  and  if  he  has  not  a  protection,  she 
declares  that  conclusive  proof  that  he  is  not  an 
American  citizen.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  the  law  requiring  those  protections  ever 
passed ;  aod  that  we  bad  hot  asserted  the  right  to 
protect  every  man  sailing  under  our  flag,  except 
th^  enemies  of  a  belligerent  nation.  Three  thou- 
sand of  our  citizens  now  groan  under  this  abject 
sill  very !  This  number  have  presented  their  claims 
to  your  Goveroment.  Besides  which,  many  more 
are  carried  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  one  country 
to  another,  without  being  ever  able  to  make  their 
eases  known  to  you.  In  vain  do  they  endeavor 
to  forward  their  complaints — an  inexorable  t^- 
Tanny  denies  them  the  indulgence,  it  is  fair 
then  to  infer  that  the  whole  number  is  twice  that 
I  have  stated,  and  it  really  appears  to  me  as  if  our 
seosibrtity  were  lost  iii  the  masoitude  of  the  in- 
jnry#  If  there  were  but  a  singie  case  of  this  spe- 
eies  of  op|>ression  presented  to  os,  it  would  be 
more  affecting  and  effective.  Draw  the  picture 
of  a  singk  victhn,  the  only  son  of  aji^ed  parents, 
their  stafl^  the  prop  of  their  age,  their  pride  and 
only  support;  he  foihr  and  labors  to  obtain  a  ven- 
tore,  wmk  the  pleasing  nrospect  of  quadrupling 
his  little  capital-^they  follow  him,  when  ready  to 
leave  them,  with  tears  and  blessings  to  the  water 
side,  where  he  embarks;  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
lessening  sail  is  lost  to  their  view  on  the  bosom  of 
th«  wide  expanded  ocean.  They  return  to  their 
cottage,  and  implore  a  beneficent  God  to  protect 
their  darting;  they  count  the  days  of  his  absence, 
and  when,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  events, 
the  period  of  his  return  is  drawing  to  a  close. 
each  botir  awakens  new  fears  and  new  solicitude. 
By  and  by  the  vessel  anchors  in  its  port^they  fly 
to  embrace  him—but,  alas!  he  is  not  there — he 
wta^  oft  the  harbor's  moathi  robbed  of  his  all,  im- 


pressed by  the  British,  and  carried  into  worse 
than  Algerine  sla?ery*-for  with  those  he  would 
ionly  be  compelled  to  work  for  his  master,  whilst 
these  make  him  work,  and  fight,  onderaiash 
more  crael  than  the  barbarian  bastinado,  and  a 
despotism  more  unrelenting  than  the  slave  dri- 
(Ver's  exercise.  The ir  golden  dreams  are  vanished 
with  the  reeitaL  The  sool  shrinks  baek  apon  it- 
self; thsy  cast  a  long  aad  wishful  look  upon  the 
oesan^  and  with  tottering  steps  reach  their  once 
peaceful  happy  home — but  no  peace,  nor  happi- 
i»s8.  welcome  their  return.  Hope  lingers  for  a 
while,  and  cheers  their  drooping  spirits — it  directs 
their  appeal  to  the^Oovemmeut,  which  the  old  maiv 
fought  and  bled  in  the  field  to  establish,  upon  the 
basis  of  universal  justice,  aod  whose  principles  he 
impressed  on  the  mind  of  his  child.  Year  after, 
year  it  is  deaf  to  their  cries;  it  sits  down  and  cai- 
culates  the  cost  of  asserting  its  rights,  with  the 
picety  of  a. leger- keeper,  and  decides  in  favor  of 
^  i>usillanimoHs  acquie^ence,  because  the  baktnce 
bf  dollars  and  ceats  is  struck  in  its  favor.  Bov- 
ertv  appvoacbas  with  rapid  strides^their  last 
dollar  IS  laid  oat  to  procure  the  means  of  subsist^ 
ence.;  toe  pcoud  to  beg,  aad  too-  infirm  to  labor, 
ihay  know  not  how4o  avert  their  fate;  the  little 
plana  they  hava  foraied  without  the  means  of  ex- 
ecution, fly  likenaeteors  before  them — nature  is 
making  a  mighty  struggle  with  adversity,  when 
it  is  announced  that  their  boy  fell  beneath  the 
thousand  lashes  which  were  inflicted  on  him  for 
attempting  his  escape;  and  Death,  kindly  interpo- 
sing his  friendly  arm,  grants  a  respite  from  their 
miseries !  Does  not  such  a  case  demand  our  at- 
tention 7  It  is  not  at  all  comparable  to  that  of 
many  others.  Add  to  the  scene  which  I  have 
feebly  portrayed,  the  distraction  of  a  tender 
wifC)  ma^iacled  and  confined  in  the  cold  damp 
cells  of  a  lunatic ;  hospital— her  children  bound 
out  by  the  parish,  and;  all  their  prospecis,  of  life 
nipped  in  the  bud»  occasioned  by:the  impcessnient 
of  the  husbaiMl  and  the  fatherland  then  tell  me 
do  we  violajte  the  prineiples  of  the  OoDstkatioD, 
which  declares  jthat  it  is  made  to  provide  for  the 
eommoix  defence  and  general  welfiirei  hf  viikdi- 
eating,  those  meaanees  whiek  are  well  oalcnlated 
to  procure  redress?  This  were  indeed  to  playsiieh 
fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven,  as  make  even 
angels  weep!  Shall  we,  in  the  Tripoline  war^  to 
rescue  from  bondage  three  hnndred  Americans,  per- 
form, through  the  agencv  of  Some  of  our  citizens, 
acts  of  perseverance,  address,  and  heroisno,  unsur- 
passed in  the  annals  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  at 
the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  many  brave  men,  whO| 
with  some  of  those  that  survired  the  conflict,, 
will  be  enrolled  by  agra^eful  country  upon  the 
list  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the  American. natioa*- 
when  as  many  thousands  are  ji^roaning  under  the 
eruel  oppression  of  Great  Britain,  and  crying  to 
us  for  succor,  without  >exciting  or  produeag  one 
manly  exertion! 

But  gentlemen  say,  let  us  vindicate  our  rights 
fimt  on  the  Isnd,  and  then  on  the  ocean.  As  so 
mnoh  has  been  urged  on  this  subject^  I  think  it 
proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  though  I 
had  fea<ith9  docaments  rdating  to  it,  I  mtist  say 
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that  gentlemen  have  so  misrepresented  tbe  con- 
duct of  the  Spanish  agents,  that  I  am  almost  in- 
duced to  believe  they  alluded  to  something  not  in 
the  eommuoicatioDs  contained  in  the  pamphlet. 
Take  the  testimony  of  the  Kempers  themselves, 
who  no  doubt  give  it  the  most  unfavorable  as- 
pect— what  do  they  say  7 

**  That  on  the  night  of  the  8d  inatant.  about  the 
honr  of  twelve,  being  at  the  house  of  Nadian  Kern* 
per,  within  about  two  jnilee  of  PiBckneyville,  within 
Uie  limits  of  the  Missiinppi  Territory,  the  house  was 
surrounded,  and  the  doors  thereof  forced  open,  by  a 
party  consisting  of  at  least  nineteen  persons,  wheroof 
some  were  negroes,  and  some  white  men  in  disguise. 
That  among  the  latter  he  recognised  and  personally 
knew  the  following  persons:  Louis  Ritchie,  Miner 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton,  James  Horton,  and  two 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  but  expected 
soon  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  all  of  whom  are  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  Marcus  Carr, 
James  Say,  Philip  Say,  and  others,  residing  within 
the  Spanish  lines.  Of  the  neg^roes,  whose  number 
amounted  to  seven  at  least;  three,  whose  names  are 
William  or  Biti,  Nat,  and  Moses,  and  others  whose 
names  he  did  not  recollect,  he  knew  to  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  above-mentioned  Abraham  Horton.  That 
the  said  party,  all  of  whom  were  well  armed,^  after 
having  forced  their  way  into  the  house,  violently 
forced  him  from  his  bedroom,  after  a  struggle  of  about 
fifteen  minutes,  during  which  he  received  seTcral  vio- 
lent blows  on  the  head  and  face;  and,  after  having 
torn  off  his  shirt  and  tied  him  wtih  cords,  forced  him 
over  the  line  into  the  Spanish  territory,  where  they  de- 
livered him  up,  with  his  two  brothers,  Nathan  and 
Samuel  Kemper,  bound  in  the  same  manner,  to  Solo- 
man  Alston,  who  commanded  a  large  party  of  armed 
men." 

.Qovernor  Grandpr6,  in  answer  to  Governor 
Williams,  says: 

« I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  sixth  instant, 
relative  to  the  extraordinary  event  that  happened  at 
Pinckneyville  on  the  dd  instant,  viz :  the  assault  on 
the  three  brothers,  Kempers,  by  persons  unknown,  and 
diiguised,  it  is  said,  in  black,  who  conducted  them  on 
that  part  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
Mi^sty  to  commit  to  mv  charge.  The  occurrence  is 
singular,  and  of  which  I  had  no  information  till  the 
night  between  the  seventh  and  eighth,  l^  one  of  the 
commanders  of  the  patiols,  who,  sinee  the  inroads 
committed  by  that  turbulent  ban^tti,  headed  by  the 
Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near  the  frontftMrs,  and 
within  the  interior  settlement  of  Feliciana;  the  first 
gave  me  information  under  date  of  the  fifth,  tlutt  by 
night  he  met  with  a  party  of  men  disguised  and 
armed,  who  were  conducting  three  others,  whom  they 
immediately  abandoned  and  retired  with  precipitation 
the  same  way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come, 
without  uttering  a  single  word.  His  first  care  was  to 
secure  the  persons  of  the  throe  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kempers,  and  immediately  had  them  con- 
ducted to  Bayou  Tonnica,  there  to  be  embarked  under 
an  escort,  and  delivered  at  my  disposal.  He  added, 
that  on  the  way  the  escort  was  stopped  by  actual  fi)rce 
on  the  river,  very  near  the  eastern  shore,  by  Captain 
Wibon,  military  commandant  at  Point  Coup^,  where 
It  is  said  the  escort  is  detained,  and  also  the  Kempers. 
The  commander  of  the  patrol  also  declares  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  persoBs 
who  brought  and  abandoned  the  said  Kea^pen^  owiag  i 


to  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  their  disguise,  and  thsir 
very  prompt  departure. 

«( This  is  all  the  information  I  have  as  yet,  but  have 
despatched  an  express  to  procure  a  more  ample  knowt 
edge  respecting  this  strange  and  mysterious  violation. 

<*  It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself^  that  I  should 
express  what  pains  our  Government  has  taken,  and 
how  unceasingly  scrupulous  it  has  been  to  maintain 
and  constantly  to  preserve  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  that  good  understanding  and  harmony  which 
it  ought  to  be  impossible  for  a  few  intriguing,  perfidi- 
ous adventurers,  thirsting  after  revenge  for  private  an- 
imosities, to  interrupt.'' 

I  have  taken  the  facu  in  the  strong  light  tber 
are  placed  by  one  of  the  insulted  parties,  by  whicu 
it  appears  that  these  acts  were  committed  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  by  citizens  of  that  Terri- 
tory.   The  Spanish  Governor  regrets  the  circum- 
stance; speaks  of  it  as  a  strange  and  mysterious 
violation ;  says  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  express 
the  wish,  which  he  had  before  intiniated,  that  it 
would  not  prevent  a  good  understanding  with  the 
United  States.    Here  we  find  that  measure  disa- 
vowed ;  and  admitting  that  violence  had  been 
offered  by  a  Spanish  party,  even  within  our  lim- 
its, the  Governor  explicitly  disavows  it^  and  prom- 
ises inquiry  and  satisfaction.    But  is  this  the 
case  with  Great  Britain  ?   No.    Far  from  it  Her 
violences  are  not  only  committed  by  her  cruisers, 
but  by  her  admiralty  judges,  who,  in  the  rersa- 
tility  of  their  decisions,  out-Protine  Proteus  him- 
self.   Are  the  cases  analogous  ?    Shall  we  go  to 
war  for  an  act  which  is  either  unauthorized  or 
disavowed,  and  tamely  sit  still  while  the  injuries 
that  are  inflicted  upon  us  are  avowed  and  viodi- 
cated  ?    Have  not  our  citizens  been  impressed  it 
the  mouths  of  our  harbors?    Need  I  refer  to  the 
memorable  fact  that  occurred  at  New  York?  I 
believe  your  citizens  were  taken  from  a  refenoe 
cutter,  and  certainly  from  an  American  vcisel  at 
the  mouth  of  that  harbor.    We  find  Great  Brit- 
ain contending  that  this  is  light — glorying  io  it-7 
and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  apologists  for  it 
on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  our  property  and 
citizens  ought  not  to  he  defended  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  gun-batteries.  If  this  sentiinentM 
correct,  why  carry  on  the  war  with  Tripahl 
Have  you  not  by  this  measure  told  your  mtt' 
chants  that  their  property  will  be  proteeted? 
Have  they  not  sailed  under  this  impresuon,  and 
was  not  this  war  commeaced  lor  injaries^B* 
mitted  in  the  Mediterranean  seas  1  If  this  caa  ^ 
their  impression,  would  you  violate  the90U*^' 
ces  whicB  you  gave  them  7  . . 

When  they  saw  you  with  manlv  spirit  takethii 
Aground,  and  maintain  it  by  acts  which  have  newi 
been  surpassed,  did  not  that  give  them  reason  » 
believe  that  the]^  would  be  protected,  so  1od«  as 
they  complied  with  your  laws  and  with  the  law 
of  nations?  It  is  too  late,  when,  in  confidence  01 
your  faith,  ihey  have  run  into  danger,  and  we 
exposed  to  be  deprived  of  their  all,  to  "•X.^'^J 
you  have  abandoned  them.  But  we  ^^^^ 
you  provoke  the  power  of  Great  Britain  she  W 
again  reduce  you  to  the  colonial  state  ^  WJUca 
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the  wee  beld  you,  or  a  state  more  abject  and 
miserable.    How  is  this  more  effeetualiy  to  be 
doae  tbaii  by  destroying  our  commerce,  ad rao- 
ciog  as  we  recede,  first  driving  us  from  the  ocean, 
and  then  huatioff  us  from  our  shores  to  the  moun- 
taias,  tttd  from  taence  to  the  South  Seas  ?    This 
eaoBot  be  effected  ia  a  moment.   I  have  no  doubt 
Great  Britain  looks  back  to  the  times  of  1776 
with  lively  indispation.    If  she  lashes  us,  aad 
we  cringe  beneath  the  whip,  until  our  best  hei- 
iags  are  blunted,  at  what  point  will  she  stop  be- 
fore she  has  driven  ua  from  our  posts  indeed,  and 
again  rednoed  ns  to  a  state  of  BcrVile  dependence ! 
Bot  gentlemen  say  Great  Britain  is  the  great 
source  of  our  revenue,  and  we  ous^t  not  to  take 
a  step  which  might  destroy  it.    Sir,  it  were  bet^ 
ter  to  benp  to  the  eyes  in  debt  like  Great  Britain, 
than  bold  our  revenue  hj  such  a  tenure.    Once 
declare  that  you  ate  unable  to  pay  your  debts  or 
support  your  Goreminent,  but  for  the  revenue 
derived  from  Givat  Britain,  and  let  gentlemen 
say  where  she  will  stop.    She  understands  this 
thing  as  well  as  we  do,  and  if  she  sees  that  we 
have  determined  to  get  out  of  debt  without  ire- 
Boctittg  to  taxes;  to  make  no  bans,  whatever  the 
emergency  may  be.  and  that  we  can  get  no  re- 
somncea  but  through  her  trade,  and  I  fesLt  that  in 
a  little  thne  she  will  make  us  bear  what  I  atn  ap- 
prehensive will  produce  no  feeling  at  all.    Some 
Mntiemen  are  good  enough  to  be  willing  to  ai- 
Wfw  Ghreat  Britain  a  longer  time  to  prey  on  us. 
They  wish  us  to  negotiate  with  her  with  Chris- 
tiati  meekness,  when  she  smites  us  on  one  ear  to 
torn  the  other  also.    But  are  we  not  told  by  the 
Szeeutive  that  negotiation  has  been  tried ;  thail 
with  regatd  to  the  impressment  of  our  seamen 
there  Was  a  prospect  of  a  successful  issue,  Which 
was  afterwards  however  shut  out  froth  us  ?    It  is 
in  Tain  to  expect  any  other  result  firom  negotia^ 
tioa  than  we  have  witnessed,  without  we  do 
somecbing,  unless  Great  Britain  entetti^ns  the 
idea  that  the  nation  is  not  identified  with  the 
aeu  of  the  Executive,  but  with  those  of  Con- 
gress.    This,  however,  ciinnot  be.    For  omitting 
what  baa  lately  transpired  in  this  Honse^  and 
whiek  ia  not  llHiown  to  her  at  this  time,  Gkeat 
Britain  knows  that  the  whole  nation  is  ready  to 
mppofi  the  fixecutive.    Th^  unanimity  which 
prevailed  at  the  late  election  has  testified  it.    It 
ts  not  merely  to  protect  the  colonial  trade,  or  to 
redress  the  impr^stiient  of  oariseamen,  that  calls 
for  tiiis  measure,    fiiverythibg  that  connects  us 
whh  tte  Burojpean  world,  through  the  medium 
)f  comnaeree,  is  involved  in  it.    Viewing  her 
iretensions  as  the  entering  wedge,  she  will,  if 
TOO  aabmtt,  advance  with  steady  steps ;  trampU 
>tk  aad  Tiokte  everv  right  in  rapid  succession, 
mtil  alie  has  established  her  undisnated  right  to 
he  irbok  eeas,  and  enforced  obedience  to  her 
reteasions  **that  all  beneath  them  is  British 
Toundf**  and  compelled  those  who  sail  on  them 
rerioiisly  to  ask  b^r  permission.    But  gentle- 
ten  say,  there  is  a  prospect  of  adjustment,  and 
[>pe«l   to  the  papers  on  your  table.    I  say  there 
DO  saeh  prospect,  and  I  call  for  the  facts  which 
sntteRieQ  rdy  on* 
9th  Con.— 124 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  remarks  I  haye 
made  go  to  prove  that  we  ought  to  do  something 
to  restrict  the  manofhctnres  of  Chreat  Britain. 
Having  estoblished  this  point,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
war  measure,  the  ^estion  presents  itself,  whikt 
shall  be  done?  My  opinion  is,  that  the  resolu^ 
tion  before  you  is  best  calculated  to  answer  ouf 
purpose^  but  in  the  opinion  of  some  other  gentle- 
men, it  18  better  to  resort  to  something  else  that 
will  have  the  same  tendency.  I  agree  with  them 
that  it  is  better  to  advance  than  to  reee^,  and  to 
take  ground  which  we  can  maiatain  and  advattc^ 
on  it  than  to  make  one  retrograde  step,  and  I  am 
wilHng  therefore  to  vote  at  present  for  lome  regular 
tion  that  may  be  more  lenient  than  the  one  under 
consideration ;  to  try  such  a  measure  first,  and  if 
this  does  not  succeed,  to  attempt  others.  I  am 
willing  to  consent  to  stop  all  intercourse  with  her, 
if  redress  cannot  be  obtained  even  by  these  means; 
and  if  it  shall  not  be  obtained  even  by  these 
means,  to  exert  snch  power  as  it  atcs  pleased  God 
and  nature  to  give  us.  I  repeat,  once  more,  it  is 
far  better  to  die  contending  for  our  rights,  than 
tamely  to  sit  do^n  and  crouch  under  injustice, 
until  all  the#ner  feeMngs  of  the  nation  are  blunt- 
ed, the  people  are  disgusted,  our  resources  de- 
stroyed, and  the  deeeoeracy  of  their  sons  make 
the  fhtners  of  the  Revolution  look  down  with 
contempt  nponus,attd  say:  We  fought  and  eman- 
cipated our  countnr,  we  bequeathed  to  you  the 
fair  inheritance  of  freedom,  you  prove  ydurselves 
unworthy  of  it:  henceforth  we  disown  you;  re- 
turn and  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water 
for  our  former  taskmasters,  as  the  fit  instruments 
of  slavery. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  with  some 
dlfilcnlty  he  had  prevailed  6n  himself  to  attempt 
to  make  any  remarks  on  the  reeiolution  now  under 
consideration,  but  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  to  this  honorable  Committee,  and  to  him* 
self,  constrained  him  not  to  remain  suent. 

It  i$  not  many  years  sinee  the  United  States  of 
America,  from  being  obscure  oolonies  of  Great 
Britaia,  emerged  into  sovereigntv.  The  treaty  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-thrie  re- 
stored peace,  and  confirmed  the  independence  of 
these  United  8tates ;  but  they  were  involved  in 
a  larife  debt,  incurred  by  that  War,  whteh  termi- 
natea  in  tiieir  independence.  The  Uiiited  States 
were  then  possessed  of  a  large,  ilertile  territory  $ 
bdft  agricultural  industry  was  injured  by  the  war. 
and  they  were  without  resources  and  without 
commerce. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  agricultural  indus- 
try was  revived  and  enlarged ;  an  extensive,  enta> 
prising  commerce  began  to  operate  and  unfold  it- 
self. Persevering,  active  industry,  in  the  business 
of  agriculture,  and  in  that  of  commerce,  in  a  pe> 
riod  of  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  peaces 
has  afforded  resources  for  the  payment  of  a  larse 
portion  of  the  public  debt;  has  increased  the 
wealth  of  individuals  and  of  the  nation,  aad  has 
elevated  these  United  States  to  be  the  second 
commercial  nation  in  the  world:  aad  for  thi& 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  they  have  incurred 
the  jealousy  of  that  maritime  Power  whose  «a^ 
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provoked  war  hastened  them  into  iDdependence. 
If  the  hibtory  of  commerce  is  attended  to,  it  will 
|>e  discovered  that  it  originated  with  the  nations 
of  the  Elast,  (as  did  almost  every  other  effort  and 
speculation  of  human  genius,)  and  from  thence 
travelled  westerly.  In  its  course,  it  continued 
certain  periods  of  time  with  some  favored  cities, 
and  with  some  favored  nations,  and  when  it  de- 
parted from  one  city. and  nation,  it  took  up  its 
residence  with  another  more  to  the  west.  Tjrre, 
Carthage,  and  Alexandria,  were  ancient  cities, 
highly  favored  hy  commerce  in  their  respective 
times;  Gknoa,  Venice,  and  Amsterdam,  in  mod- 
ern times;  at  this  time,  London  is  the  most  fa- 
vored commercial  city  in  the  world.  Commerce, 
in  its  progress  from  East  to  West,  was  always  at- 
tended with  a  spirit  of  monopoly.  With  what- 
ever favored  city  and  nation  commerce  resided, 
that  city  and  nation  soon  after  became  ambitious 
to  monopolize  commerce  to  itself,  and  to  exclude 
(except  so  far  as  it  might  judge  proper  for  its  own 
interest)  all  other  nations  from  participating  in 
equal  advantages. 

To  be,  or  to  be  rising  to  be,  a  nation  of  com- 
mercial influence,  has,  from  time  to  time,  been 
cause  of  contention  among  the  nations  borclering 
oo  the  shores  of  the  ocean.  That  contention  for 
superiority  has,  in  most  instances,  been  attended 
with  desolating  war ;  and^  in  many  cases,  ended 
with  the  subversion  and  rum  of  a  rival  commercial 
Poi^l^er.  or  of  one  which  attempted  to  monopolize 
commerce  to  itself.  To  this  cause,  in  a  certain 
degree,  ma)r  be  attributed  the  desolation  of  Tyre, 
the  demolition  of  Carthage,  and  the  ruin  of  Alex- 
andria of  ancient  times;  the  fall  of  Genoa,  and 
the  declension  of  Venice  in  modern  times. 

It  is  many  years  since  Great  Britain  began  to 
be  a  nation  of  commercial  importance.  Agricul- 
tural industry,  and  manufacturing  genius,  pursued 
with  steady  and  unremitting  attention,  gave  wings 
to  her  commerce.  Her  merchant  vessels,  from 
her  insulated  position,  as  from  a  centre,  passed 
the  ocean  in  all  directions,  and  articles  of  her 
manufacturing  appeared  for  sale  in  the  ports  of 
every  maritime  nation. 

Commercial  success  and  favorable  maritime 
eyents  caused  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  con- 
template the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  necessary  to 
aecure  the  existence  and  continuance  of  a  com- 
mercial monopoly;  for  this  purpose  the  construc- 
tion of  a  navy  was,  with  unabating  vigor,  at- 
tended to. 

Great  Britain,  governed  by  her  favorite  policy 
of  acquiring  unlimited  commerce,  has,  for  ages 
past,  (except  some  partial  intervals^)  been  engaged 
in  wars  with  her  maritime  European  neighbors. 
Any  cause  has  been  laid  hold  or  by  her  to  pro- 
cure the  ruin  of  a  commercial  rival.  To  that 
policjr  may  be  attributed  the  wars  between  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  and  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
which  caused  the  loss  of  the  lives  of  millions  of 
men,  and  the  expense  of  millions  of  money.  Ac- 
tuated by  this  policy.  Great  Britain  progressed 
until  the  commerce  of  every  other  European  mar- 
itime nation  had  been  destroyedi  or  made  subser- 


vient to  her  interest,  and  she  had  made  herself 
the  unrivalled  commercial  Power  io  Europe. 

No  nation  ever  acquired  and  potaiessed  com- 
merce as  extensively  as  Great  Britain.  That 
wisdom  which  systematized  the  plan,  and  tbst 
undeviating,  persevering  policy,  which,  notwith- 
standing internal  commotion  and  external  wars, 
conducted  her  to  the  summit  of  commercial  pow- 
er, will  ever  command  admiration.  The  acqaisi- 
tion  is  the  effect  of  the  work  of  ages.  Her  eom- 
mercial  aggrandizement  has  been  her  favorite 
object;  to  this  her  policy  for  a  long  series  of  yean 
has  been  directed.  In  this  policy  may  be  discor- 
ered  the  cause  of  all  the  wars  she  has  been  en- 
gaged in  for  centuries  past.  To  monopolize  tiie 
commerce  of  the  world  was  her  paramount  object; 
to  retain  it,  the  energy  of  her  power  will  be  ex- 
erted. In  acquiring  it,  her  power  was  the  law; 
in  preserving  it,  the  same  law  will  be  observed. 

The  mind  cannot  without  horror  contemplate 
the  ravages,  carnage,  and  destruction,  tbst  mo- 
nopolizing policy  has  occasioned,  either  directlf 
or  indirectly,  in  every  quarter  of  the  earth. 

It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  Great  Britaia  sees 
a  new  commercial  rival  emerging  into  existeoee 
in  the  West,  at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles; 
that  that  rival  is  the  United  States  of  America: 
a  new  nation,  composed  of  citizens  for  the  most 
part  derived  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Briiaio; 
a  nation,  who,  as  it  were,  in  a  day  has  arisen  ioto 
existence,  and  carried  its  commerce  to  the  most 
distant  rqg^ions. 

It  may  with  proprietjr  be  said,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  increasing  commerce  of  the  Upi- 
tea  States  affords  more  serious  cause  of  iDqui^ 
tude  to  Great  Britain  than  that  of  any  other  na- 
tion ever  did.  The  vast  territory  of  these  United 
States,  so  fertile,  and  so  productive  of  all  (he 
necessaries  of  life ;  the  extensive  forests  of  lofty 
timber  with  which  that  territory  is  covered,  and 
the  ceruinty  that  it  contains  and  will  produce  all 
the  materials  necessarv  for  ship  building;  the 
temperate  manners  and  fixed  habits  of  the  eiti- 
zens,  their  agricultural  industry  and  commercial 
enterprise,  their  population  increasing  in  n  ratio 
unexperienced  since  the  first  settlement  of  luuions, 
affora  sufficient  cause  for  restless  alarm. 

With  deep  and  corrodi|ig  regret,  the  pdicj  w 
Great  Britain  contemplates  these  thinffs,aod  fore- 
sees a  diminution  of  her  commerciu  power  in 
the  prosperity  of  that  of  the  United  States.  She 
has  destroyed  the  commerce  of  Holland,  of  Sf«io, 
of  France,  and  that  of  most  of  the  other  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe.  It  only  remains  to  rettnct 
the  commerce  ot  the  United  States,  and  by  that 
means  to  seize  the  commerce  of  the  world.      . 

In  conformity  to  her  fixed  policy,  Great  Brittui 
has,  contrary  to  all  law,  from  lime  to  time  ii^ 
pressed  seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States, aiKi 
in  consequence  of  new  maritime  rules*  not  recog- 
nised by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  which  power 
has  enabled  her  to  impose,  her  armed  '^^P^.  .  ^ 
captured  merchant  ships  and  vessels  of  the  unHea 
States,  not  bound  to  ports  blockaded,  nor  carrying 
articles  termed  contraband  of  war;  and  tbe^we 
merchant  ships  and  vessels  are  condemned  of 
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her  Goarts  of  Admiralty,  aoder  pretence  that  a 
trade  not  permitted  to  neutraist  in  time  of  peace 
ooffht  not  to  be  allowed  in  time  of  war. 

ft  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  new  regula- 
tions imposed  by  Great  Britain  are  only  an  osten- 
sible cause  for  capturing  the  merchant  sbi[^  and 
Tessels  of  the  UnitSd  States,  and  that  there  is  an- 
other cause,  proceeding  from  her  policy,  of  more 
remote  consequence.  That  cause  mvy  be  the 
suppression  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
or  at  least  to  reduce  it  to  a  complete  dependence 
on  her  own  commerce.  This  opinion  will  appear 
to  be  not  without  reason,  if  a  retrospectiye  view 
is  taken  of  the  policy,  the  conduct,  and  persever- 
ing industry  of  Great  Britain  to  destroy  the  com- 
merce of  European  Powers. 

When  the  maritime  p^wer  of  Great  Britain  is 
contemplated,  it  may  be  inquired,  what  can  the 
United  States  do  to  prevent  the  prostration  of 
their  commferce?  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently conversant  in  the  commercial  history  of 
Great  Britain  to  know,  what  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise either  Holland,  Spain,  or  France,  annu- 
Mj  imported  from  Great  Britain,  or  what  quan- 
tities ot  merchandise  Great  Britain  exported  to 
either  of  those  nations,  directly  or  indirectly ;  but 
he  was  induced  to  believe,  that  neither  of  those 
nations,  for  that  cause,  had  such  strong  hold  on 
Oreat  Britain,  to  induce  her  (o  keep  in  peace,  ^s 
the  United  States  have.  That  Great  Britain  had 
not  such  interested  inducements  to  preserve  peace 
with  either  of  those  nations,  as  she  had  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  the  United  States.  Each  of 
those  nations  was  a  near  neighbor  to  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  the  United  States  are  west  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  Neither  of  those  nations  imported  annu- 
al/y  such  great  quantities  of  merchandise  from 
Ch-eat  Britain  and  her  dominions  as  the  United 
States  do ;  it  is  questionable  whether  any  other 
nation  ever  did. 

Great  Britain  has  commenced  her  career  of  in- 
jaring  the  commerce  of  the  United  States^  not  by 
direet  warfare,  but  by  a  mode  of  restraint  and 
spoliation,  as  efficient  in  event,  if  persisted  in  and 
aaflered.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  these 
restraining  regulations  are  put  in  force  as  a  mat- 
ter of  experiment,  and  if  it  is  perceived  that  they 
are  submitted  to,  other  new  regulations  will  be 
indented,  adopted,  and  enforced,  until  the  desired 
objeei  is  obtained. 

Great  Britain  (and  every  other  nation,  what- 
erer  system  be  acted  on  to  obuin)  is  bound  only 
hjr  her  own  interest.  If  that  interest  directs  her 
policy  to  attempt  a  diminution  or  subversion  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  that  attempt 
^viil  be  made.  An  attempt  already  has  been  made 
to  restrain  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  by 
impresaiog  seamen  and  capturing  ships  and  ves- 
sels. Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  some 
pri netple  of  reaction  ought  to  be  adopted ;  that  it 
shooJd  consist  of  certain  commercial  regulations, 
irbicfa  may  be  commensurate  with  the  injury. 
Thar  this  regulation  may  be  a  suspension  of  the 
importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 
from  the  Uoitf>d  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  colonial  dependencies  thereof,  as 


is  declared  in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  now  under  consideration. 
The  measure  which  ought  to  be  adopted  should 
be  effectual  and  within  the  power  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  R.  said^  he  was  not  particularly  attached 
to  that  resolution,  his  desire  was.  that  some  regu- 
lation might  be  made  that  would  be  commensu- 
rate to  the  object. 

Every  nation  has  a  right  to  determine  whether 
it  will  or  will  not  import  merchandise  from  any 
other  nation.  If  it  determine  not  to  import,  and 
did  not  import,  that  is  not  a  just  cause,  nor  ought 
to  be  any  cause  of  offence  to  the  other  nation. 
It  was  not  his  desire  that  the  United  States  should 
give  cause  of  ofience  to,  or  commence  hostilities, 
or  be  at  war  with  any  nation.  He  was  firmly 
determined  not  to  surrender  any  right,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  did  belong  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

The  United  States  import  annually  from  Great 
Britain  merchandise  to  toe  amount  of  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain.  The  vending  so  great  a  quantity 
of  merchandise  to  the  United  States  is  an  object 
of  the  first  magnitude  to  Great  Britain,  and  which 
she  would  at  any  time,  particularly  at  the  present, 
be  very  reluctant  to  lose.  If  adeifoate  commer- 
cial r^ulations  be  adopted,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Great  Britain  will  be  induced,  for  the 
preservation  of  her  own  interest,  to  make  friendly 
arrangements,  will  remove  all  existing  differences, 
and  do  justice  to  the  United  States,  in  their  com- 
mercial concerns,  agreeably  to  the  existing,  known, 
used,  and  accustomed  laws  of  nations. 

If,  on  the  reverse,  it  shall  so  be,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain will  refuse  to  make  friendly  arrangements, 
and  to  do  that  justice  which  the  United  States 
are  now  entitled  to,  and  will  persevere  in  im- 
pressing seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  continue  to  commit  injuries  on  their 
commerce,  one  of  two  things  must  be  the  conse- 
quence. The  United  States  have  either  to  sub- 
mit their  commerce  to  the  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  to  call  forth  their  energies  to  resist  the 
attempt  of  deprivation.  If  Great  Britain  shall 
hazaru  a  contest,  she  has  much  to  lose,  and  a  war 
may  terminate  as  much  to  her  injury  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States. 

In  disoussinff  the  subject  under  consideration, 
arguments  had  been  deduced  from  eeographical 
divisions  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  in- 
jury which  miffht  be  done  to  the  exportation  of 
particular  articles  of  particular  States.  These 
ffeographical  distinctions  might  as  well  not  have 
been  made.  These  United  States  on  every  na- 
tional question  are  one.  Arguments  deduced  from 
any  injury  which  may  accrue  to  the  exportation 
of  any  particular  production  of  any  particular 
State,  are  not  well  founded.  In  this  case  is  in- 
volved the  welfare  and  interest  of  the  United 
States.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  may  be  to 
suppress  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  if 
postal ble,  or  to  reduce  it  to  an  entire  subserviency 
on  her  own  commerce. 

It  has  been  said  that  Great  Briuin  b  fighting 
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for  her  Dfttional  existence,  and  that  this  heiofl^  so, 
the  United  States  ought  not  now  to  urge  their 
complaints.  If  it  be  so,  the  United  States  have 
not  been  the  cause  of  that  war.  The  United 
States  have  not  been  aiding  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain }  they  hare  preserved  an  impartial,  neu- 
tral position.  They  have  not  been  hostile  or  in- 
imical to  Great  Britain  in  the  course  of  that  war. 
Their  conduct  has  been  that  of  fHendship.  But 
Great  Briuin  i%  said  to  be  fighting  for  her  na- 
tional existence.  If  so,  to  what  cause  is  that  war 
to  be  assigned  ?  Is  the  non-performance  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  as  it  related  to  Malta,  a  cause 
of  that  war?  If  so,  what  nation  revised  the  per- 
fbmtance?  Great  Britain  or  France  7  The  an- 
swer b  evident  Can  Great  Britain  justify  inju- 
ries done  to  her  friends?  Will  Great  Britain 
attempt  to  justify  her  unjust  attempts  to  suppress 
the  commerce  or  the  United  States?    But  it  is 


said  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  for  her  national 

existence.    Admit  it  to  be  so,  will  any 

aay^  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  war.  Great  Britain 


existence.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  will  any  gentleman 
aay.  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  war.  Great  Britain 
shall  lose  her  national  existence,  that  that  loss,  in 
the  dav  of  retribution,  shall  be  attributed  to  the 
United  States?    Certainly  not. 

Agriculture  and  commerce  are  mutually  assist- 
ant to  each  other :  agriculture  supports  commerce, 
and  commerce  ^ves  life  and  vigor  to  agriculture. 
Agricultural  industry  would  become  languid  and 
feeble  if  it  were  confined  to  supply  the  mere  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  Commerce  subservient  to  the 
will  of  another  will  soon  cease  to  be* 

The  idea  that  the  commerce  of  these  United 
States  can  be  suppressed  is  not  to  be  admitted. 
That  commerce  may  not  be  suppressed,  it  must  in- 
crease and  enlarge  itself.  Empire  and  commerce 
originated  in  the  East,  and  travelled  to  the  West. 
A  period  may  not  be  far  distant  when  commerce 
will  take  up  her  favorite  residence  in  these  United 
States,  and  these  United  States  then  be  the  great- 
est commercial  nation  in  the  worid. 

Mr.  G«EOQ.-^If  no  other  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  occupy  the  floor,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  moments.  Indisposition,  if 
there  was  no  other  cause,  wouki  prevent  me  from 
deUining  them  loncer.  I  feel  myself  under  some 
obligation,  before  tie  question  is  taken,  to  make 
aome  explanation  of  my  motives  for  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure,  as  I  have  been  particularly 
called  upon  to  do  this  by  se? eral  gentlemen  who 
have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate. 

When  I  had  the  honor  a  few  days  ngo  of  address- 
iag  die  Committee,  I  stated  that  I  had  refiected 
maturelv  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration  appeared  to  me  the  b^t 
measure  in  our  power  to  adopt  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country.  I  stated,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Commit* 
tee  entertaioed  a  different  opinion,  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  relinquish  my  own  impressions  on  this  sab- 
ject,as  I  considered  it  al)-important  to  combine  a 
strong  vote  in  favor  of  such  measures  ma  we  might 
adopt.  I  believe  that  a  weak  measure  carried  by 
a  great  majority  will  be  more  powerful  than  a 
strong  measure  carried  by  a  small  majoritv.  Hav- 
ing confined  myself  to  the  ditoutskm  of  the  meas- 


ure under  consideration,  I  expected  that  it  wodd 
have  been  examined  on  its  own  merits;  bm,eoB- 
trary  to  this  expectation,  I  was  sorpristd  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  state  ia  his  first  breath 
that  this  was  not  a  proposition  of  mine,  but  a  Cab> 
inet  measure.  I  wish  the  gentleman  had  deigned 
to  inform  us  what  he  meant  by  a  Cabinet.  I  pe^ 
ceive  no  such  thing  in  the  Constitution  or  lawi 
I  believe  tfie  phrase  is  peculiar  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  where  the  Ministera  of  the  King  are  called 
the  Cabinet.  I  have  heard  the  Heads  of  Depute 
ments  and  the  Attorney  General  assembled  by  the 
President  on  great  occasions,  called  the  Cablaet 
I  have  also  heard  three  or  four  members  of  this 
House,  who  have  considered  themselves  tbeorpi 
for  conducting  all  its  basinets,  called  the  Cabinet 
If  it  be  either  of  these  Cabinets,  they  have  not  been 
consulted  by  me.  The  origin  of  this  busioesiis 
no  secret.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  who  thought 
something  ought  to  be  done,  showed  me  a  propo* 
sition  which  they  wished  to  submit  to  the  Home. 
I  saw  several  propositioas — one  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman  fVom  New  Jersey,  goinj  to  a  prohibi- 
tion of  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  others  embracing  a  more  moderate  tysteo 
of  measures.  I  showed  these  gentlemen  what  1 
had  drawn  up :  they  differed  from  me  in  opinion, 
and  the  result  was  my  putting  this  resolntioo  opoa 
the  table,  that  it  might  receive  that  fair  diicnf- 
sion  which  I  conceived  its  merits  entitled  to. 

The  gentleman  from  Yirj^inia  has  alMbrooght 
into  view  a  vote  of  mi«e  given  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  tarrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  comriionly  called  Jay's  Treaty.  I  ahowd 
have  taken  no  notice  of  this  allusion,  bad  it  not 
b^en  made  in  such  a  way  as  appears  to  be  ciAea- 
lated  to  impress  the  idea  that  my  vote  mightkart 
prevented  that  treaty  from  goiuff  into  operasoa* 
This  is  not  the  f«et,  as  on  the  final  vote  there we^ 
fifty-one  affirmatives  and  forty-eieht  negatifff.  1 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Had  1  voted  intie 
negative,  the^ote  would  have  been  fifty  to  iw^' 
nine.  And  the  sense  of  the  Speaker  wis  well 
kYiowtt,  as  he  had  previously  voted  in  ComffijWJ 
of  the  Whole.  There  was  a  propceition  oiaw 
to  the  House,  which  I  voted  for  as  a  preamwi^ 
the  resolution,  the  <*Jeot  of  which  was  ta  eipi«J 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the  treaty  was* bat 
one ;  that  it  was  not  subh  as  the  eoOMry  had  a 
right  to  expect ;  but,  that,  under  all  the  ^^^ 
stances,  it  was  better  to  make  the  appropriation  ftj 
carrying  it  into  eflect.  I  beU«ve  it  was  w*^ 
stood,  if  the  preamble  was  carried,  the  >i>*^ 
would  vote  fbr  carrying  the  treaty  into  ^ff<**»^ 
thowh  it  was  not  carried,  I  did  not  tvn^  *» 
a  sufficient  reaaon  for  voting  againit  it.  TheWttT 
had  been  regularly  negotiated :  I  do  not  laf  it^ 
such  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  but  it  was  better  to 
let  it  go  into  operation  than  lose  it  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. The  President  had  ratiied  it,«odamj- 
lority  of  the  Repretenuti  ves,  in  Commit^et  of «« 
Whole,  approved  it.  I  will  ask,  then,  the  g»w* 
man  from  Virginia,  if  he  will  be  for  putting  Ciej 
eral  WASHiiiaTOif,  two-thirds  of  the  S«{*te,  ana 
fifty-one  Representatives,  in  straifht-jaeketa »  * 
believe  the  leiife  of  the  nation  will  rerdt  at  lar 


Digitized  by 


Google 


745 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRESS. 


746 


UiLiu^H,  1806. 


Nan'lviportcUion  qf  Good$Jrom  Great  BrUam. 


H.orE. 


idea ;  and  I  believe  the  people,  if  the  subject  had 
been  submitted  to  thein^  woald  hi^ve  voted  as  I 
did.  How  do  I  infer  this  ?  Because  every  man 
who  voted  for  the  treaty  came  to  Congress  again 
if  he  chose.  I  voted  for  it,  and  I  never  was  elected 
hj  a  greater  majority.  There  is  no  district  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  more  republican  than  that 
which  I  then  represented ;  for  I  am  now  the  rep- 
resentative of  another  district — the  man  now  from 
iX  is  republicanism  itself. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  making  some 
observations  on  the  remarks  I  made  on  introduc- 
ing this  measure,  has  ascribed  to  me  an  expression 
^nich  I  deny  absolutely  having  made.  I  wished 
an  opportunity  at  the  time  to  explain,  but  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  see  proper  to  indulge  me;  and  I 
believe  this  is  the  only  instance  in  which  such  a 
refusal  has  been  made.  The  idea  which  I  ex- 
nressed,  wa^  that  thb  measure  would  attack  Qreat 
jSritain  in  her  warehouses  and  workshops,  and 
WQuld  thus  reach  her  vitals.  I  observed  tnat  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  were  the  great  sup- 
port of  that  nation,  and  that,  if  we  adopted  this 
measure,  it  wo^ld  so  affect  those  two  classes  of 
men  that  they  would  become  our  friends,  and  the 
mil vocates  o(  our  measures.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  has,  on  the  contrary,  attributed  to  me 
the  wish  of  stahbing  Britain  to  her  vitals — ascriW 
ing  to  me  the  idea  of  wishing  to  destroy  her  Gov- 
emmei^t.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  this  efiect  pro- 
duced. On  the  contrary,  I  wish  to  sea  that  Gov- 
ernment preserved  in  its  vigor,  as  a  check  to  her 
great  rival  Power.  I  believe  a  consideorable.  portion 
of  our  own  safety  depends  on  the  two  nations 
checking  each  other. 

I  observed  that  I  had  no  idea  this  measure  would 
lead  to  war.  1  deny  tba(  it  is  a  war  measura. 
There  is  nothing  warlike  in  it.  It  is  a  plain  com* 
mercial  measure,  which  we  have  a  rig[ht  to  estab- 
lish. Bat  I  observed  that  If  Great  Britain  should 
Tiew  it  in  a  different  light,  and  go  to  war,  she  was 
not  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  as  we  should  be  able 
to  take  as  many  of  her  trading  vessels,  or  at  least 
an  equal  value  of  them,  by  means  of  our  privar 
teers,  as  she  could  of  ours.  From  this,  the  jzen- 
tleman  has  inferred  that  I  am  for  meeting  the  Srit- 
Uh  navy  with  the  privateers  of  our  citizens  and 
added,  that  any  man  who  talked  so  ab^rdly  ought 
to  be  shut  up  in  a  dark  room,  and  confined  in  a 
straight-waistcoat.  I  am  willing  that  the  gently 
man  from  Maryland  should  have  the  credit  of 
being  the  author  of  aU  such  flourishes ;  but,  before 
Jhe  imdertakes  to  anathematize  other  gentlemen, 
he  ought  to  give  some  specimen  (which  I  am  sure 
be  has  not  yet  done)  or  his  own  superior  powers. 

I  have  no  expectatioi^  that  this  resolution  will 
prevail,  as  I  find  many  gentlemen  who  advocate 
strong  ground  consider  this  too  strong.  As  I  said, 
at  the  Mginningjl  am  ready  to  meet  them  on  any 
other  ground.  Why  do  they  not  come  out,  and 
propose  their  measures  ?  If  1  think  the  measure 
they  propose  will  do,  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  while 
we  are  goins  on  this  way,  we  can  never  come  to 
ihe  point.  Let  gentlemen,  then,  avow  themselves 
for  or  against  this  measure.  It  appears  to  me  that 
those  who  object  to  this  measure  as  tpo  stro^gi 


have  been  answ^ed  by  unanswerable  arguments ; 
and  I  can  hardly  see  how  we  can  rdinquish  this 
ground,  and  descend  to  another. 

I  regret  that  some  things  have  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion^  whose  natural  tendency 
is  to  divide  instead  of  uniting  us.  Of  this  descriiv 
tion  is  the  alleged  jealousy  between  our  merchants 
and  farmers ;  a  topic  more  fitted  to  destroy  than 
promote  conciliation.  I  wish  to  bury  all  kinds 
of  party  distinction  in  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject ;  I  think  such  topics  highly  improper ;  and 
that  everv  pains  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  out  of 
view  such  sources  of  jealousy.  I  myself  am  a 
farmer,  a  practical  farmer ;  and  have  no  idea  of 
giving  up  the  interests  of  agriculture  to  commerce. 
But  I  have  alwavs  considered  the  two  so  ulti* 
mately  connected  as  to  be  inseparable.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, the  people  I  represent  would  he  in  a  peril- 
ous condition.  Wdai  they  raise  beyond  their 
own  wants,  they  dispose  of  to  them ;  and  were  it 
not  for  them,  their  surplus  productions  would  roc 
on  their  hands,  and  taey  would  become  indolent 
and  poor. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  largely 
dwelt  upon,  which  I  exceedingly  repe(-*-the  pow- 
er and  impottance  of  Great  Britain.  1  am  wil- 
ling to  agree  tba(  Qreat  Britain  is  a  powerful 
nation,  azid  that  her  navy  is  invincible.  Still  I 
am  not  willing  to  resign  my  rights  and  the  right* 
of  the  nation  iitto  her  hands.  We  have,  on  a 
former  occasion,  heard  almost  every  aigument 
brought  forwara  in  the  same  manner  as  oa  the 

E resent  occasion;  they  had  not  then  influence, 
owever,  to  prevent  a  similar  measure  with  that 
under  consideration.  I  regret  that  they  have  this 
influence  now.  If  we  shall  nqt  adopt  this  r^ 
solution  from  its  influence  on  our  revenue,  or 
any  other  cause.  I  hope  we  shall  not  regret  iL 
because  Great  Britain  may  take  offence  at  it*  I 
wish  this  consideration  had  been  left  entirely  o^t 
of  view ;  that  whatever  we  do,  we  may  do  as  the 
Representatives  of  the  nation,  without  regard  to 
Great  Britain.  , 

The  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  has 
alluded  to  an  observation  of  mine  relative  to  the 
sequestration  of  British  debtji;  regpsetted  that  I 
made  it,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  I  would  not 
myself  agree  to  the  measure.  I  certainly  should 
not.  except  in  a  case  of  extrepie  necessity.  I 
said  that  U  Great  Britain  should  violate  the  treaty 
between  us  in  every  respect  but  one,  she  couH 
not  consider  us  as  bouno  by  the  single  remain- 
ing article.  But  sbpuld  we  be  released  from  the 
treaty  it  is  said  to  be  questionable  whether  the 
sequestration  would  in  ai^y  case  be  justifiable.  I 
believe  there  are  extreme  cases  in  which  it  would« 
and  the  Speaker  aud  myself  once  agreed  on  that 
point.  If  Great  Britain  should,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  let  loose  her  cruisers,  and  seize  our  pro- 
perty without  notice,  I  believe  such  a  measure 
would  be  justifiable,  though  even  then  I  should 
take  it  with  reluctance,  fhave  no  further  obser- 
yations  to  make.  If  gentlemen  indisposed  to  this 
measure  ynH  suggest  one  that  is  more  moderate^ 
I  will  exercife  my  right  of  judging  on  it.T 
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Mr.  Dawson.— 1  have  indulged  the  disposition, 
which  I  always  feel  to  be  siJent,  during  a  very 
lengthy  debate,  and  have  attended  to  the  obser- 
Tatioos  of  other  gentlemen,  sometimes  with  plea- 
iQre-^soQietimes  irith  pain.  I  should  continue 
that  indulgence,  did  I  not  apprehend,  that,  from 
the  length  which  the  debate  seems  to  promise,  I 
shall  not  bare  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  yea 
ornay ;  and  as  I  propose  to  vote  against  the  re- 
aolution.  it  might  be  concluded,  that  I  view  it  as 
other  gendemen  do,  who  are  in  the  opposition,  or 
that  my  vote  is  influenced  by  any  of  the  reasons 
or  considerations  which  have  been  urged  by  most 
of  tbem. 

I  consider  that  resolution  simply  as  a  commer^ 
ctal  regulation,  which,  under  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution^  we  have  a  rieht  to 
to  pass,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  an  internal  regnlation 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  pass,  whenever  the  true  in- 
terest of  our  country  in  our  judgment  shall  require 
it,  without  inquiring  what  effect  it  will  have  on  the 
feelings  of  any  foreign  nation  whatever.  At  pres- 
ent, however,  I  deem  it  premature,  and  I  hope  it 
will  never  become  necessary ;  whenever  that  ne- 
cessity shall  arrive,  I  will  join  the  advocates  of  this 
resolution  in  its  support,  or  in  the  support  of  any 
other  measures  which  shall  go  to  injure  those 
who  persevere  in  injuring  us :  and  this  has  been 
my  conduct  during  the  whole  session.  I  have 
been  in  favor  of  every  measure  which  goes  to  se- 
cure the  honor  or  interest  of  our  country,  let  that 
measure  be  directed  against  what  nation  it  may ; 
but  I  repeat,  that  I  hope  it  will  never  be  neces- 
sary. This  hope  does  not  arise  from  any  confi- 
dence which  I  have  in  the  magnanimity  or  for- 
bearance of  any  nation.  I  believe  that  they  are 
all  dii«po5ed  to  aggress  when  their  have  power, 
and  that  that  disposition  is  only  checked  by  the 
opposition  of  others  acting  on  their  own  interest ; 
and  a  discovery  of  this  spirit  on  our  part,  with  a 
manly  determination  to  sup{)ort  our  own  rights, 
and  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  will, 
I  trust,  produce  that  effect  at  the  present  crisis^ 
should  they  not,  1  repeat  that  I  will  join  in 
any  measure  to  support  these  rights  and  to  ob- 
tain justice. 

This  resolution  has  been  supported  by  some  of 
its  friends,  and  met  by  all  its  opponents,  as  a  war 
measure.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  war  measure.  If 
they  mean  that  it  is  a  measure  which  we  have 
Dot  a  right  to  adopt  without  consulting  others, 
and  the  adoption  of  it  will  give  just  cause  for 
war,  I  dissent  from  them  in  toto,  I  believe  it  sim- 
ply to  be  a  commercial  regulation  intended  to 
meet  the  present  state  of  things,  and  that  we  have 
a  perfect  right  to  pass  it,  without  inquiring  what 
influence  it  will  have  at  St.  James's,  or  St.  Cloud. 
I  believe  this  is  the  place  intended  for  the  free 
exercise  of  all  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution. 
If,  sir,  they  mean  that  it  may  afford  a  pretext 
for  war,  I,  without  hesiution,  admit  that  it  may 
and  so  may  either  of  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Committee,  over  which 
you,  with  so  ranch  propriety,  preside.  I  well 
know  that  nations,  like  mtoxicated  individuals, 


when  blinded  by  passion  or  superior  power,  sel- 
dom want  pretexts  for  differing  with  their  friends; 
to  prove  this  I  will  not  appeal  to  antiquity,  or  evea 
to  our  own  Revolution.  The  history  of  the  pres- 
ent moment — the  state  of  Europe,  confirms  this 
important,  though  melancholy  truth.  And  if.  sir. 
the  passing  of  either  of  those  resolutions,  all  of 
which  I  consider  as  standing  on  the  same  lootiog 
as  to  that  power — and  one  of  which  I  trostwilT 
pass— if,  1  say,  that  will  afford  a  pretext  for  a 
war ;  if,  sir,  by  the  folly  or  vices  of  other  Govern- 
ments, we  are  forced  to  meet  that  state  of  things 
I  am  not  among  those  who  are  disposed  to  des- 
pond, or  ready  to  acknowledge  the  superiority  of 
other  countries  over  ours.  Armed,  sir,  with  the 
shield  of  justice,  and  fighting  in  defence  of  oar 
just  rights,  while  I  feel  a  pleasing  confidence  that 
we  have  more  means  in  our  power  to  injure  any 
nation  in  Europe,  than  that  nation  has  to  injure 
us — these  means  I  never  wish  to  use,  or  to  see  tbtt 
state  of  things ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  put  our  finances 
or  my  country  to  temporary  embarrassment  or  in- 
convenience, as  I  believe  this  resolution  wonlddo^ 
especiallv  the  southern  part  of  it,  until  the  neces- 
sity shall  be  more  apparent,  and  until  it  shall  be 
seen  that  Great  Britain  perseveres  in  a  system  of 
measures  calculated  to  check  and  destroy  oar 
rising  greatness,  and  eventually  the  indepeod^ce 
of  our  country.  At  present,  therefore,  I  am  against 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  under  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  unnecessary ;  that  we  shall  obtain  jos- 
tice  without  it. 

Should  I  be  disappointed  in  thb  hope,  I  pledge 
myself  to  unite  in  any  measures  which  shall  go 
to  maintain  the  rights,  honor,  and  interest  d  that 
country  so  dear  to  us  all.  Let  those  measures  be 
directed  against  what  nation  they  roa)[,  I  will 
never  surrender  a  perfect  right,  or  temporize  with 
principle. 

Mr.  Early. — I  believe  it  must  be  seen  by  gen- 
tlemen that  there  is  now  no  probability  of  adopt- 
ing this  measure ;  and  I  am  convinced  that,  if 
adopted,  it  will  not  answer  the  purposes  wbick 
they  themselves  intended  to  answer  by  it  It  ^ 
not  because  it  takes  too  strong  ground  that  I  lA 
opposed  to  it ;  I  am  opposed  to  it  on  other  g[roap^s» 
On  the  ground  that  the  measure,  if  carried  into 
operation,  will  be  weak  and  impotent^  as  it  re- 
spects Great  Britain,  and  ruinous  as  it  respects 
ourselves.  These  are  the  grounds  on  which  mf 
opposition  is  founded.  The  gentleman,  thcre/bjr^ 
who  submitted  this  proposition  is  misuken  if  Ae 
supposes  I  opposed  it  on  the  around  that  it  was 
too  strong )  but  it  is  not  my  intention  again  to 
go  into  the  merits  of  this  subject.  I  have  barely 
risen  in  consequence  of  the  diversity  of  opinion 
expressed  by  gentlemen,  all  tending  to  sbo'^.,!?"; 
if  this  measure  cannot  be  adopted,  they  are  wilnog 
to  meet  on  other  ground,  to  invite  them  to  gi^« 
us  an  opportunity  to  occupy  this  ground,  wbicn 
I  believe  will  be  found  in  the  resolution  of  fw 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  It  is  becaase  I  tftini 
that  eligible  ffround  to  occupy;  a  ground  whica 
will  not  recoilupon  ourselves,  or  do  us  more  nana 
than  our  enemy,  that  I  think  it  ^^^.^^^a!Z 
end  to  the  discussion  of  thirfir*t  resolauon.  w» 
DyVjOOQle 
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tlemen  must  bave  discovered  that  they  canoot 
carry  it.  To  pat  the  thing  then  gently  to  sleep, 
and  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  occupv  more 
eligible  and  efficacious  ground,  I  move  tnat  tbe 
Committee  rise.  When  tbe  House  shall  be  re- 
sumed, it  is  my  intention  to  move  to  discharge 
tbe  Committee  from  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Macon. — Before  tbe  question  is  taken  I 
beg  to  be  indulged  in  stating  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  misunderstood  me.  I  stated 
that  tbe  l^st  way  in  my  opinion  to  prevent  Britain 
from  impressing  our  seamen,  was  to  agree  not  to 
employ  oer  sailors,  on  condition  that  she  would 
agree  not  to  take  ours,  relying  on  her  being  gov- 
erned by  a  sense  of  interest.  I  should  bave  thought 
the  sentiment  ascribed  to  me  by  that  gentleman 
would  have  been  one  of  the  last  in  the  world  at- 
tributed to  me. 

Mr.  Smilib. — I  am  against  the  motion  for  the 
Committee's  rising,  though  I  have  no  objection  to 
postpone  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  any  other.  There  is  a  wide  difference  between 
postponing  a  measure  to  a  day  certain,  and  dis- 
charging a  committee  from  it.  Let  me  tell  the 
geotieman  from  Georgia  that  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  fate  of  this  resolution.  It  is  far  from  me  to 
undertake  to  say  what  that  fate  will  be.  I  know 
it  not,  nor  can  I  know  it  until  the  final  vote  of 
this  House.  But  should  this  resolution  be  nega- 
tived, that  circumstance  will  not  change  my  con- 
duct. It  is  enough  for  me  that  I  am  convinced 
its  adoption  will  promote  the  interests  of  this 
country,  and  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  its  fate, 
but  only  for  my  own  conduct,  and  that  I  pos- 
sess the  privilege  of  recording  my  name  in  its 
fiivor  whenever  a  decision  shall  be  bad  upon  it. 
If  the  gentleman  will  agree  to  postpone  this  re»o- 
lotion  to  a  day  certain,  in  order  in  the  meantime 
to  take  up  any  other  resolution  on  the  table,  I 
will  agree  to  it. 

As  we  are  now  explaining,  I  am  glad  to  see  the 

Sentleman  from  Virginia  in  his  place.  That  j^n- 
eman,  in  taking  notice  of  my  observations, 
doubted  whether  the  friendship  I  entertained  for 
him  was  sincere.  If  the  declaration  will  be  satis- 
factory to  him,  I  will  declare  it  was  sincere :  that 
friendship  is  not  removed;  but  I  wish  tbe  gentle- 
man to  understand  it  properly.  Friendship  re- 
quires an  exchange  of  good  offices  between  man 
and  roan;  but  there  is  a  fund  on  which  even 
friendship  cannot  draw — the  fund  of  public  ^ood, 
which  is  of  too  sacred  a  nature  to  be  sacrificed 
even  to  friendship;  and  I  declare,  that  except  so 
fat  as  public  duty  requires,  I  am  still  willing  to 
interchange  the  offices  of  friendship  with  tnat 
grentleman. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  owe  an  explanation  to  the 
Speaker  and  the  House.  My  colleague  observed 
that  some  apology  was  to  be  found  for  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  from  our  having  more  of  her 
subjects  in  our  employ  than  she  had  of  our  citi- 
zens in  hers.  The  Speaker  stated  that  protec- 
tions were  a  thing  in  the  market — the  price  of 
which  was  as  well  understood  as  the  price  of 


other  articles.  Other  gentlemen  made  various 
allusions  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  I  had, 
therefore,  no  particular  allusion  to  the  Spedker. 
when  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  find  apologists  ot 
Britain  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Macok. — I  understood  the  remark  as  ap- 
plicable to  myself.  I  said  the  price  of  getting 
naturalized  was  as  well  understood  as  anything 
in  the  market, 

Mr.  Early. — In  reply  to  the  observations  of 
.the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, I  will  observe, 
that  if  the  Committee  should  rise,  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  the  resolution 
as  it  pleases.  The  gentleman  will  there  enjoy 
the  same  privilege  oF  moving  a  post]X)nemefit  to 
a  definite  time,  that  I  shall  to  move  a  discharge 
of  the  Committee  from  its  farther  consideration* 
For  my  part  it  is  not  material  to  me  which  mcK 
tion  prevails.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  motion  to 
postpone  this  resolution  to  a  dav  certain.  I  aqot 
as  willing  that  one  course  should  be  pursued  as 
the  other. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  allusion  to  the  remarks  of  Mr« 
Jackson,  said  he  had  never  supposed,  from  the 
feelings  which  he  entertained,  that  he  should  have 
been  considered  as  the  apologist  of  Great  Britain. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  and  passed  in  the  negative— yeae 
53,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield. — Mr.  Chairman:  The 
(question  is  on  the  resolution  for  interdicting  the 
importstion  of  all  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise^  ' 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  in  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  its  opponents  have  considered  it  as  a  waf 
measure,  or  such  as  will  lead  to  war.  Had  I 
viewed  it  in  this  light,  I  should  have  never  risen 
in  its  support.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
a  few  words  in  reply  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Mary^ 
land,  (Mr.  Nicholson,)  on  certain  observations 
which  fell  from  me  when  this  subject  was  first 
brought  into  discussion.  What  I  then  said  haa 
been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  both  by 
that  gentleman  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Randolph.)  I  am  accused  of  wishing  to 
plunge  this  nation  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain; 
I  deny  tbe  charge,  and  I  believe  I  said  nothing 
which  ought  to  have  led  gentlemen  to  have  drawn 
such  an  inference  from  mv  remark.  I  am  charged 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  with  saying 
that  our  privateers  would  be  a  match  for  British 
seventy-fours ;  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said  if  Great 
Britain  considered  this  as  a  hostile  measure,  and 
made  war  upon  us,  we  should  fit  out  privateers^ 
and  they  would  probably  be  able  to  capture  two 
vessels  to  one  taken  by  her.  I  here  alluded  to 
merchant  vessels,  and  had  reference  to  no  other 
description  of  vessels.  The  reason  I  assigned  for 
this  was  our  experience  during  the  last  war,  and 
our  ability  to  defend  ourselves  in  this  way  has 
certainly  not  diminished  since  that  time.  But 
could  it  hence  be  imagined,  by  any  rational  man, 
that  I  considered  a  privateer  equal  to  a  man  ot 
war  1  It  has  also  been  insinuated  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  confiscation  of  British  property,  whe* 
ther  there  shall  be  war  or  not.  I^nrpiM^.  |^^ 
'  igi  ize     y  ^ 
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if  Britain  preferred  to  consider  this  as  a  hostile 
measure,  if  she  actually  made  war  upon  us,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  confiscate  our  debts.  If  she 
pursues  a  hostile  course,  preys  upon  our  property, 
and  impresses  our  seamen,  shall  we  be  expected 
to  furnish  her  with  all  the  means  in  our  power  to 
carry  oh  war  against  us  ?  Shall  we  continue  to 
pay  the  debt  and  interest,  when  this  will  be  the 
effect  ?  Though  this  was  a  hasty  remark,  I  am 
convinced  on  reflection  that  it  was  just,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  if  Britain  chooses  to  hurry  us  into 
war,  that  it  will  be  our  duty  to  take  her  property' 
on  the  land,  if  she  takes  ours  upon  the  ocean. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  or  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  of  a  personal  nature,  f  shall  not 
condescend  to  answer  them,  except  so  far  as  to 
observe,  that  when  the  gentleman  stigmatizes 
those  wno  held  particular  opinions,  with  meriting 
straight  waistcoats,  I  am  sure  the  Committee  did 
not  consider  the  remark  as  justified  by  anything 
^ich  had  been  said.  I  presume  no  person  would 
wish  to  pat  me  into  a  dark  room,  confine  me  in  a 
straight  waistcoat,  and  support  me  on  water-gruel. 
Gach  places  are  only  fit  for  madmen.  I  am  not 
irfliiog  to  go  there ;  but  if  I  should,  I  might  un- 
fortunately, |}erhaps,  find  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia along  side  of  me. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to 
consider  the  main  proposition  under  considera- 
tion* It  is  no  declaration  of  war ;  nor  do  I  be- 
fiere,  if  adopted,  Great  Britain  will  think  it  suffi- 
cient to  ^0  to  war  with  us.  She  will  not  hazard 
«  war  with  the  United  States  on  this  account. 
fler  interest  is  too  deeply  involved  to  permit  her 
to  take  this  step.  What  does  it  propose  ?  What 
Hre  our  complaints  *t  Great  Britain,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  iKr  goodness  and  mercy,  seizes  American 
ilhipping  carryinj^  on  a  lawful  commerce,  in  goods 
bought  in  the  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations. 
What  has  been  her  conduct  ever  since  the  first 
war  against  revolutionary  ti*rance  ?  On  the  6th 
November,  1793,  she  issued  orders  to  her  armed 

tips  to  seize  all  neutral  vessels  trading  with  her 
emies'  colonies,  or  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
duce— not  vessels  loaded  with  provisions  merely, 
as  has  been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  three  or  four  hundred  Ameri- 
ten  vessels  were  captured.  On  proper  represent- 
ations being  made^she  acknowledged  this  conduct 
10  be  improper, 'find  allowed  the  trade  on  which 
she  hAd  thus  depredated  to  be  a  lawful  trade.  Iq 
Ae  treaty  made  with  her  the  following  year,  she 
agreed  to  make  compensation,  and  I  believe  nearly 
four  millions  of  dollars  was  allowed  to  our  sufier- 
ing  merchants  for  property  thus  unjustly  taken 
from  them.  Here  was  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  ground  she  had  assumed.  Why  did  she 
make  restitution  if  the  trade  was  unlawful  ?  How 
came  it  that  the  Commissioners  sitting  under  that 
treat]r,  almost  without  exception,  awarded  dam- 
ages in  every  case  of  capture  prior  to  the  date  of 
that  treaty  ?  We  heard  nothing  of  this  principle 
till  the  year  1801,  when  Great  Britain  again  at- 
tempted to  revive  it  in  a  new  form.  But  on  refer- 
ence to  her  Attorney  General,  he  declared  this 
Sround  to  be  incorrect,  and  that  a  neutral  had  a 


right  to  pursue  his  commerce* with  the  belligerent 
colony.  He  makes  no  distinction  as  to  the  out- 
ward or  homeward  cargo.  He  does  not  contend 
that  the  colonial  trade  is  to  be  shut  or  interdicted 
in  time  of  war,  a^d  although  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colony  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  in  his  opinion^  yet  he  concedes 
the  principle  that  the  commerce  is  lawful  betwe^ 
the  neutral  country  and  the  colony,  and  that  upon 
the  ^oods  being  once  landed  in  a  neutral  port  the 
continuity  of  the  voyage  is  broken,  and  they  may 
then  be  sent  to  Europe,  even  to  those  nations  at 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  mother  conntrj 
for  instance. 

The  principle,  therefore,  was  again  abandoned 
by  Great  Britain.  It  is  now^  however,  once  more 
revived,  and  under  the  decisions  of  her  admiralty 
courts,  we  find  an  immense  amount  of  proper^ 
at  stake.  We  find  not  only  our  vessels  goi^f 
from  the  colonies  to  the  belligerent  nations,  and 
from  the  belligerent  nations  to  the  colonies,  ex- 
posed to  capture — but  our  vessels  are  seized  and 
condemned  when  trading  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies,  and  also  when  bound  di- 
rect to  Europe  from  tnis  country,  when  loaded 
with  colonial  productions.  We  do  not  know  the 
precise  amount  of  these  captures,  but  we  do  know 
It  is  immense.  Our  merchants  were  taken  un- 
prepared ;  they  had  not  insured  against  such  risks. 
Many  of  them  must  be  ruined  if  you  do  npt  hold 
out  your  protecting  band  towards  them.  Sacri- 
fice this  principle,  and  we  know  not  where  itwpl 
end.  Viewing  the  United  States  as  increasing  in 
population  and  wealth,  and  unjustly  considering 
us  as  her  rival,  her  object  is  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce. I  have  viewed  the  subject  in  this  ligbc 
from  the  first^  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we 
give  up  this  right,  we  shall  be  pushed  to  giw  «p 
others — one  demand  will  be  made  after  another 
and  we  shall  lose  all  our  commerce.  But  we  are 
told  that  Great  Britain  is  a  powerful  nation,  that 
she  has  eight  hundred  vessels  of  war.  But  sap- 
pose  she  had  one  thousand,  is  there  any  independ- 
ent man  on  this  floor  prepared  on  this  account  to 
relinquish  our  rights?  I  hope  not,  Mr.  Chwr- 
man;  but  such  strange  opinions  have  been  de- 
livered, I  am  prepared  for  anything.  Great  Brit- 
ain is  so  powerful,  and  has  such  a  great  nsvyi  ^ 
ought  not  to  provoke  ber;  we  must  secure  her 
friendship  by  concessions,  I  suppose.  We  are  tola 
by  the  ffentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,} 
that  if  we  go  to  war  with  her  we  must  hold  oar 
seacoast  at  the  will  of  the  conqueror,  that  weia^^ 
fly  to  the  mountains  for  protection.  No,  sir,  we 
shall  not  fly  to  the  mountains.  We  shall  meet 
our  enemy  at  the  ocean's  edge,  we  shall  there  de- 
fend our  seacoasts.  To  tall  of  abandoning  cm 
seacoasts  is  idle.  In  defence  of  ouf  coast  ^ 
shall,  if  necessary,  shed  the  last  drop  of  o«' ***?°J 
No,  sir,  we  shall  not  hide  behind  a  hogshead  w 
tobacco,  or  a  bale  of  cotton,  but  boldly  stand  tona 
and  fight  for  our  shores  whenever  a  lawless  m- 
vader  shall  touch  them. 

But  Great  Britain  says,  you  are  carrying  on  » 
trade  in  war,  which  was  not  allowed  in  Pf  *^^' „ 
this  a  feet?  It  is  not  a  factt  The  valuable  doca 
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ment  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proves 
that  it  b  not.  If  that  documeDt  did  not  prove  it^  I 
could  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  for  I  have 
enjoyed  the  colonial  trade  in  common  with  thou- 
sands of  my  fellow- citizens  during  peace  and  war. 
In  1802,  a  year  of  peace  all  over  Europe,  from  the 
returns  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  ap- 
pears that  you  exported  colonial  and  other  foreign 
woductions  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five  millions. 
This  was  a  period  of  peace,  as  I  have  before  oh- 
serred^  and  demonstrates  that  you  enjoyed  this 
trade  in  a  time  of  |)eace.  This  produce  was  pur- 
chased with  American  capital,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, but  chiefly  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain — very  little  of  Tt  came 
from  the  Bnglish  colonies.  Similar  property  is 
BOW  seized  and  condemned  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  we  ace  not  carrving  on  our  accustomed 
trade.  I  ask,  then,  in  wnat  other  light  we  can 
consider  this  aggression  of  Britain,  than  as  a  part 
of  her  regular  system  of  plunder? 

la  it  true  that  this  trade  is  a  mushroom  or  Am- 
gns  that  has  sprung  up  in  the  night  ?  I  think  it 
IS  as  valuable  as  your  export  trade  in  tobacco, 
cotton,  beef,  or  pork.  Indeed  it  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  trade  in  our  own  products 
that  it  eanoot  be  separated  from  it.  Your  people 
raise  a  large  surplus  beyond  their  wants.  Do 
gentlemen  want  this  surplus  produce  to  myn  the 
hands  of  the  farmer  or  planter?  To  aWTd  this 
what  must  be  done  ?  It  must  be  exportedlo  other 
markets.  Take  the  case  of  a  cargo  of  fiour  sent 
to  the  West  Indies;  they  have  no  money  to  pay 
fm  it,  but  they  are  willing  to  barter  sugar  or  coffee 
in  exchange.  The  American  merchant  brings 
these  articles  to  the  United  States,  but  he  finds 
the  market  so  overstocked  that  he  cannot  sell 
them  here.  He  prefers  sending  them  to  Europe 
rather  than  waitmg  for  a  demand  which  may 
never  come.  Now  I  wish  to  know  whether  he 
has  not  the  same  right  to  send  this  sugar  and 
coffee  to  Europe,  received  in  exchange  for  hb 
lour,  as  he  has  to  send  the  flour  itself,  which  is  the 
product  of  your  soil?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
It;  it  is  his  own  property,  sailing  under  a  neutral 
flag,  which,  if  outraged,  be  has  a  right  to  call  on 
his  Government  to  protect 

I  know  of  a  vessel  which  went  last  year  from 
Salem,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Richmond  or  Pe- 
tersburg, in  Virginia,  I  forget  which  of  them,  and 
there  tSik  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  with  a  view  of  go- 
ing  to  Manilla^  a  Spanish  port  in  the  Chinese 
seas.  I  believe  she  loaded  four  or  five  hundred 
koffshead  of  tobacco.  This  vessel  will  be  com- 
pelled to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  indigo. 
There  will  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  or  cargo— both  belong  to  an  eminent 
merchant  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  sure  the  in- 
disp  will  not  be  wanted  in  this  country.  It  will 
seu  higher  in  Europe ;  and  the  owner  may  wish 
to  send  both  the  sugar  and  indifi^o  to  SjMiin,  to 
France,  or  Holland,  but  it  will  be  exposed  to 
British  capture.  It  will  be  said  it  came  originally 
from  an  enemy's  colony.  It  is  contaminated,  it 
cannot  be  carried  to  Europe,  because  it  may  turn 
out  possibly  that  the  owner  intended  to  send  it  to 


Europe  when  he  first  undertook  the  voyage  to 
Virgmia,  twelve  months  before.  This  will  be 
said  in  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty;  however 
true  or  fklse  it  may  be.  the^  will  judge  of  the  in- 
tention, and  the  whole  will  be  condemned.  I 
ask  you^  sir.  I  ask  the  Committee,  whether  this  is 
not  a  fair  and  a  lawful  trade?  It  is  an  honorable 
trade.  It  is  a  trade  in  tobacco.  The  sugar  and 
indigo  of  Manilla  will  be  purchased  with  the  to- 
bacco of  Virginia.  It  is  sent  to  a  distant  country 
on  American  account.  The  returns  from  neces^ 
sitv  are  made  in  colonial  produce.  It  will  not  all 
sell  here.  It  must  be  sent  abroad ;  if  it  is  seized 
on  thepassage,  will  a  second  voyac^  be  attempt- 
ed  ?  Will  any  merchant  send  to  Virginia  to  buy 
another  cargo  to  ship  to  an  enemy's  port,  if  his 
property  is  to  be  torn  from  him  on  its  return,  or 
before  it  can  find  a  maricet  ?  It  would  be  just  as 
right  to  seize  the  tobacco  before  it  reached  the 
enemy's  port,  as  to  take  the  proceeds  of  that  to- 
bacco on  a  subsequent  voyage.  Is  not  ajgricul- 
ture  interested,  and  greatly  interested,  too,  in  sueh 
voyages  as  these?  It  is  perfectly  clear  in  my 
mind  that  it  is.  Such  a  trade  as  I  have  described 
is  the  trade  in  dispute  between  us  and  Gkeat  Brit- 
ain. Will  you  abandon  it  ?  I  hope  you  will  not. 
You  cannot.  It  is  too  fmportant,  too  valuable  to 
be  sacrificed. 

Some  gentlemen,  and  particularly  the  honor- 
able Speaker,  have  conceded  all  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  wish,  in  sayinff  we  have  a  right  to 
send  a  load  of  flour  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bring 
back  a  cargo  of  coffee  in  returnl^and  afterwardS 
to  send  this  coffee  to  Europe.  We  have  a  right 
to  this  trade  as  much  as  to  the  trade  in  flour. 

[Mr.  Macon  here  explained,  and  observed  ha 
had  said  that  a  do^ar  got  in  this  trade  was  worth 
as  much  to  the  country  as  a  dollar  got  in  any 
other  Npray.] 

Mr.  Crowinshtelo. — Yes,  sir,  I  understood  the 
gentleman  as  saying  that  also.  I  may.  however, 
be  mistaken  in  the  first  declaration  ot  what  ^1 
from  the  honorable  Speaker ;  but  I  took  a  mem# 
rand|im  <%it  at  the  time.  Well,  this  is  all  tm 
advocates  of  the  resolution  contend  for — that  it 
is  a  fair  trade — as  good  a  trade  as  that  of  tobacco, 
or  flour,  or  anvthing  else — that  a  dollar  earned  by 
it  is  as  valuable  as  any  other  dollar — that  it  la 
not  a  dishonest  trade — that  4t  Is  not  the  cover- 
ing trade;  in  my  part  of  the  country  it  is 
not  known  by  the  name  of  the  carrving  trade — 
the  carrying  is  the  freighting  trade;  and  our 
people  do  not  fit  out  their  ships  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transporting  the  property  of  belligerents 
on  freight.  Qur  merchants  are  possessed  of  suffi- 
cient capital  to  load  their  own  ships  on  their  own 
account.  They  own  the  property  themselves.  It 
is  not  a  forei^  property.  There  is  no  want  of 
American  capital  to  carry  on  our  commerce. 
The  British  condemnations  do  not  proceed  on 
this  ground.  Thev  allege  we  are  carrying  on 
a  trade  in  time  or  war,  which  was  not  allowed 
in  time  of  peace.  There  is  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  may  be  considered,  which  is 
important ;  it  is  this :  It  will  be  seen  by  the  com- 
mittee, that  Great  Britain  condemns  both  ship 
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and  cargo,  wbea  there  is  no  question  as  to  the 
oeutrality  of  the  flas,  aDd  the  crew  are'sure  to  be 
kept  prisooers  at  the  same  time.  It  is  not  so 
where  the  ship  is  freighted  for  accuuot  of  a  belli- 
gerent. Here  she  would  be  paid  her  freight,  and 
Uie  ship  would  be  acquitted,  and^  the  seamen 
would  be  left  to  navigate  the  ship  home,  the 
cargo  onl/  being  enemies'  property  would  be 
condemned.  By  the  new  principle,  the  whole  is 
swept  away.  This  is  even  far  worse  than  the 
blocKade  principle.  Here  the  vessel  ought  to  be 
warned  not  to  enter  a  blockaded  port  ^  she  cannot 
fairly  be  seized  unless  the  owner  or  master  has 
been  informed  of  the  blockade ;  and  on  the  return 
voyage,  in  my  opinion,  she  must  be  permitted  to 

So  free.  Grant  to  England  what  she  wants,  un- 
er  her  new  doctrine,  and  she  may  give  up  block- 
ades altogether.  She  need  not  blockade  Mar- 
tinique or  Guadaloupe  in  future.  She  may  save 
the  expense  of  sending  her  fleets  against  the  ene- 
mies' colonies.  She  has  only  to  watch  the  ports 
of  New  York  and  Boston  with  a  few  frigates,  and 
the  thing  is  done.  Here  they  can  prey  upon  your 
defenceless  vessels  with  the  greatest  facility. 
Your  merchant  vessels  tradinff  with  the  enemies' 
colonies  and  to  EiUrope|^  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
ductions, clearly  American  property,  fall  into  the 
hands  of  British  cruisers  without  any  trouble. 
This  takes  place  every  day.  What!  Shall  a 
neutral  ship  and  cargo  be  captured  and  condemned 
because  it  was  the  owner's  intention  to  send  the 
produce  to  Europe  to  a  better  market  than  his 
own  country  afforded  him?  The  principle  is 
monstrous.  I  revolt  at  it.  It  sets  reason  and 
justice  at  defiance.  Great  Britain  condemns  both 
ship  and  cargo,  and  in  addition  seizes  our  seamen. 
She  has  extended  the  ground  of  capture.  She 
has  condemned  our  property  coming  from  a  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  America,  or  when  destined  to  a 
neutral  country,  not  our  own,  on  the  pretext  of 
intention  to  trade  with  the  colonies.  I  assert  that 
%^  these  condemnations  are  illegal  and  unjust.  I 
say  the  trade  ib  which  these  vessels  are  engaged 
is  highly  valuable,  and  ought  to  be  protected.  It 
is  an  important  branch  of  your  import  as  well  as 
export  trade.  But  gentlemen  differ  on  this  sub- 
ject. Comparisons  have  been  made  as  to  the 
different  branches  of  our  commerce.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  said,  when  he  was  up  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  the  trade  which  he  considered  of  the 
most  consequence  was  the  coasting  trade.  This 
trade  is  valuable  in  a  certain  degree,  but  it  is  sub- 
ordinate to  your  other  commerce.  Is  the  coasts 
ing  trade  in  tar  and  turpentine  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Norfolk  and  New  York  of  so  much  con- 
sequence? But  even  this  trade  is  put  to  hazard. 
Allow  the  British  doctrine  to  be  correct,  and  their 
seizures  will  soon  extend  to  this  trade.  They 
want  to  confine  you  to  a  mere  coasting  trade  from 
State  to  State.  I  am  not  contending  for  the  free- 
dom of  commerce  for  one  State  more  than  an- 
other. The  Northern  and  Southern,  the  Eastern 
and  Western  States  are  all  interested  in  this  great 
question.  I  cannot  permit  the  insults  offered  to 
our  seamen  to  be  passed  over  without  some  re- 
marks.   Great  Britain,  whenever  she  finds  an 


American  seaihan  without  a  protection  seizes 
him — whenever  she  wants  men  to  man  her  ves- 
sels impresses  them.    Something  has  fallen  from 
the  honorable  Speaker,  in  which  I  understood 
him  as  saying  he  had  been  informed,  from  re- 
spectable authority,  that  protections  are  an  article 
bought  and  sold  in  the  markets;  but  I  know  that 
this  is  not  the  fact ;  they  are  an  article  which, 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold  in  the  market.    I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  there  may  not  have  been  some 
abuses  in  the  protections,  but  the  instances  are 
rare.    Under  a  law  of  the  United  States  the  ap- 
plicant is  obliged  to  apply  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  aod  unless  he  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  magistrate  that  he  is  a  citizen,  the  magis- 
trate does  not  give  him  a  certificate.    On  proving 
this,  he  gives  him  a  certificate,  with  a  description 
of  his  height,  complexion,  age,  and  place  of  birth. 
With  this  he  applies  to  the  custom-house,  and  re- 
ceives from  the  collector  his  protection,  as  it  is 
erroneously  called,  for  it  is  no  protection  to  him — 
it  affords  him  none.    Now,  it  is  impossible,  if  the 
man  felt  so  disposed,  to  sell  this  protection,  as  it 
will  not  correspond  with  the  description  of  an- 
other person.    It  will,  however,  I  believe,  be 
agreed,  that  these  protections  are  totally  disre- 
garded by  Great  critain.    Has  she  then  a  right 
to  treat  our  citizens  in  this  manner?    Is  it  rieht 
for  a  belligerent  nation  to  have  three  thousand  of 
our  citizens  on  board  of  her  ships  of  war.  fighting 
her  battles  against  our  friends  ?    I  have  no  doubt 
that  at  the  battles  of  Aboukir  and  Trafalgar  many 
of  your  seamen  were  engaged  in  her  service :  1 
have  no  doubt  that  in  the  list  of  killed  at  Trafal- 
gar are  to  be  found  the  names  of  hundreds  of 
your  seamen  who  fought  and  bled,  not  in  defence 
of  your  liberties,  but  against  a  friendly  Power!— 
seamen  impressed  into  the  service  of  a  foreign 
nation,  witnout  receiving  any  compensation  tor 
their  services — for  they  are  not  allowed  wages 
unless  they  voluntarily  enter  into  the  service,  and 
there  is  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  in  which  thev 
do  it  voluntarily.    No,  sir,  they  have  too  much 
respect  for  their  own  rights  and  the  honor  of  their 
country;  they  never  enter  into  the  British  ser- 
vice but  under  the  lash  of  a  boatswain.    But  the 
honorable  Speaker  thinks  this  measure  may  be 
accommodated  by  resorting  to  another  principle, 
by  our  merchants  not  agreeing  to  employ  British 
seamen.    I  think  the  honorable  Speaker  said  there 
was  no  other  way  to  save  our  seamen  than  for 
our  merchants  not  to  employ  British  seamen. 
But  this  is  impossible ;  it  cannot  be  done ;  th^j 
could  not,  they  ought  not  to  accede  to  such  a 
principle.    Would  you  wish  to  see  British  sea- 
men delivered  up  in  exchange  for  your  own  citi- 
zens? They  are  not  numerous.    Our  seamen  in 
the  Eastern  Slates  are  mostly  natives  of  the  coun- 
try.   The  foreign  seamen  m  our  service  enter 
freely.    They  come  voluntarily  among  us.     We 
pay  them  wages.    Would  you  seize  them  on  the 
wharves  or  in  the  streets  and  deliver  them  up? 
Do  you  recollect  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins, 
which  excited  a  fermentation  in  this  country  al- 
most beyond  example  ?    Is  the  same  scene  to  be 
acted  over  again  ?    Upon  this^principle  you  may 
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as  w^H  deliver  up  the  cultivators  of  your  soil,  who 
are  British  subjects.  You  have  many  British 
subjects  in  the  country  who  do  not  go  to  sea. 
Are  these  persons  to  be  delivered  op  to  Great 
Britain  in  exchange  for  your  seamen?  I  trust 
not.  If  you  could  procure  the  release  of  your 
citizens  oo  this  ground  it  shall  never  have  my 
support. 

What  is  the  proposition  under  consideration  ? 
A  Don-importation  of  British  goods  at  a  distant 
day.  For  myself  and  my  friends,  who  are  in  fa- 
vour of  this  resolution^  I  may  say  that  it  is  not 
oar  wish  that  it  should  fo  into  effect  at  all  i  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  before  the  period  arrives  at 
which  it  is  to  take  effect.  Great  Britain  will  do  us 
justice.  But  gentlemen  cry  out,  this  is  a  war  mea- 
sure. This  is  their  constant  argument.  But,  sir, 
it  is  not  a  war  measure,  it  is  a  mere  commercial 
^giilation,  which  we  have  a  right  to  pass,  and  of 
which  Great  Britain  cannot  justly  complain. 
Great  Britain  herself  adopts  commercial  regula- 
tious,  which  go  to  interdict  the  productions  of 
other  countries.  This  she  is  in  the  daily  habit  of 
doing — her  whole  commercial  system  is  a  system 
of  Diooopoly  and  exclusion.  Her  East  India  trade 
is  a  monopoly ;  and  our  trade  to  her  West  India 
islands  is  carried  on  as  a  favor.  In  peace  she 
entirely  shuts  up,  and  in  war  opens  partially  her 
ports  in  that  quarter.  We  do  not  quarrel  with  her 
on  this  account — we  do  not  cry  out  it  is  a  war  mea- 
sure. Look  at  her  navigation  act.  She  puts  the 
commerce  of  all  other  nations  in  chains.  She 
wants  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  whole  civ- 
ilized world.  • 

If  we  concede  this  principle  to  Great  Britain 
we  must  make  a  like  concession  to  France,  who 
will  undoubtedly  capture  our  vessels  trading  to 
the  British  islands.  France  would  have  the  same 
right  to  do  it  that  Britain  has.  If  we  abandon  it, 
we  Tiolate  our  neutrality,  by  giving  to  one  of  the 
bell^rent  nations  a  right  not  possessed  by  her  at 
the  Eeginning  of  the  war. 

I  believe  these  unjust  aggressions  of  Britain 
have  arisen  from  a  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry, 
which  is  alarmed  at  our  great  aud  increasing  rev- 
enue. In  1790)  our  revenue  amounted  to  about 
two  millions — in  1796,  it  amounted  to  six  mil- 
lioDs — in  1804,  it  amounted  to  upwards  of  twelve 
milUoQ3i;  and  for  the  last  year  it  may  be  esti- 
mated at  thirteen  millions.  Our  trade  has  in- 
creased beyond  all  calculation,  and  this  has  exci- 
ted the  iealousy  of  Britain.  -We  have  seventy 
thousand  seamen,  and  a  million  tons  of  shipping. 
At  the  peace  of  1783,  we  did  not  possess  over  two 
hundred  thousand  tons.  Our  exports  and  imports 
have  increased  in  an  equal  proportion.  In  the  last 
returns  they  are  stated  at  seventy-five  millions, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  great  augmenta- 
tion for  the  present  year.  Great  Britain  makes 
these  aggressions  on  our  rights,  calculating  on  our 
divisions.  Let  us  be  united  in  resisting  them,  and 
we  shall  hear  no  more  of  her  injustice.  In  sup- 
port of  thb  measure  I  will  endeavor  to  prove  that 
this  trade  is  carried  on  with  American  capital^  in 
opposition  to  the  allegation  that  it  covers  enemies' 
property.    If  it  can  be  proved  to  be  American  pro- 


perty, I  suppose  gentlemen  will  be  willing  to  pro- 
tect it.  I  rely  on  the  documents  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  commercial  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McCreert)  has  proved  the 
trade  to  the  West  Indies  is  carried  on  with  Amer- 
ican capital.  He  has  shown,  from  the  Treasury 
statements,  that  21.371,311  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
duce of  the  West  Indies  has  come  to  this  country 
the  last  year;  and  that  an  equivalent  amount  was 
sent  from  thb  country,  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  calculation  is  sufficiently  correct.  I  have  ex* 
amined  it.  The  estimate  is  made  upon  the  sales 
of  the  outward  cargoes,  and  upon  the  fair  cost  of 
the  produce  in  that  country.  The  documents  on 
your  table  prove  this,  and  the  same  thing  may  be 
established  with  regard  to  the  trade  to  Europe. 
I  find  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
surv,  there  is  exported  to  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Holland,  to  the  amount  of  9^4,259,114  in  foreign 
goods,  and  of  our  own  productions  we  export  to 
those  countries  $12,183,000.  These  two  sums, 
added  together,  amount  to  $36,442,114.  All  these 
countries  are  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  The 
amount  of  importations  from  these  countries  isonly 
$25,475,000,  the  balance  being  about  $11,000,000 
in  our  favor,  h  follows  that  we  import  from 
these  countries  eleven  millions  less  than  we  export 
to  them.  There  is  also  the  amount  gained  on  the 
sales  in  Europe.  This  may  be  fairly  estimated  at 
four  or  five  millions  of  dollars.  What  becomes 
of  the  difierence  ?  It  goes  to  Endand  in  payment 
of  her  balance  against  the  United  States,  amount- 
ing on  an  average  to  fourteen  millions;  this  bal- 
ance exceeded  fourteen  millions  the  last  year* 
This  balance  is  made  up  by  remittances  from  the 
other  belligerent  countries.  You  could  pay  Britain 
thb  balance  in  no  other  way.  Could  you  get  the 
specie  in  sufficient  quantity  irom  other  countries,  or 
from  your  own  to^y  this  immense  balance  ?  Yoa 
could  not  do  it.  It  is  impossible.  It  is  remitted 
by  bills  of  exchange  from  Italy,  from  Spain,  from 
France, and  particularly  Holland.  And  yet,strans[9 
to  tell,  this  is  the  very  fund  upon  which  Great  Bri- 
tain is  continually  making  depredations,  and  which 
some  gentlemen,  so  fond  of  the  trade  we  carry  on 
with  Britain,  are  anxious  to  destroy  by  withdraw- 
ing all  protection  from  it. 

The  bonorable  Speaker  does  not  seem  to  know 
how  this  balance  stands.  He  cannot  depend  on 
the  information  he  receives  from  your  custom 
houses.  But  though  he  may  not  rely  on  the  accu- 
racy of  your  export  to  particular  countries,  as  a 
vessel  does  not  always  go  to  the  port  for  which 
she  clears,  he  may  implicitly  rely  on  the  state  of 
the  imports ;  there  can  be  no  deception  in  the  im- 
ports^ and  the  value  of  the  exports  cannot  be  ma- 
terially erroneous ;  and  he  may  rest  satisfied  that 
if  Great  Britain  seizes  property  destined  to  bellig- 
erent nations,  your  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
pay  her  the  balance  they  owe  her.  But  it  is  said 
I  do  not  understand  calculation  ;  and  tiie  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolpu)  has  made  an 
allusion  to  a  debate  on  a  former  occasion,  but  which 
has  no  possible  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
On  that  occasion  I  said,  that  if  I  were  to  buy  three 
per  cents.  I  should  be  obliged  (f^fir\^m  J^m 
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more  than  one  half  their  Dominal  amount ;  but 
that  if  I  meant  to  keep  them  I  would  not  choose 
to  give  more — and  I  say  so  still.  The  only  (Ques- 
tion, however,  sir,  before  us  is,  whether  we  will 
interdict  the  importation  of  British  goods  ?  We  are 
not  fixing  the  value  of  three  or  six  per  cent,  stocks. 
We  are  driven  to  the  necessit]r  of  taking  some 
measures  to  compel  Great  Britam  to  do  us  justice. 
Her  friends,  however,  do  not  wish  the  non-impor- 
tation measure  ever  to  go  into  operation;  they 
hope  that  Britain  will  do  us  justice,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  injuries  it  will  inflict  upon  her.  But 
if  she  will  not  release  our  sailors,  and  restore  or 
make  payment  for  our  ships,  I  do  wish  it  to  go  into 
operation,  and  to  continue  until  she  has  restored 
them.  The  luxury  of  a  woollen  blanket  is  not 
such  as  I  wish  to  enjoy  at  the  expense  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  my  country.  The  gentleman  ^om 
Maryland  fMr.  Nicholson)  may  enjoy  it  if  he 
pleases,  ana  he  has  told  you  he  does  not  wish  to 
relinquish  a  luxury  of  that  nature.  But  I  would 
rather  submit  to  be  clothed  in  a  bear  skin — rather 
than  submit  to  this  degradation  I  would  agree  not 
to  wear  a  single  article  of  British  manufacture 
during  my  life.  Sir,  I  would  rather  go  naked.  I 
ask  pardon  of  the  Committee,  but  I  speak  the  hon- 
est sentiments  of  my  heart. 

I  will  not  however  detain  the  Committee  with 
many  additional  remarks :  I  will  only  call  on  gen- 
tlemen not  to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  com- 
merce, by  givinff  way  to  the  principle  which  Bri- 
tain has  assumed.  In  sacrificing  them,  will  the)r 
not  at  the  same  time  sacrifice  the  interests  of  agri- 
culture? I  cannot  see  a  distinction  between  them. 
Without  we  protect  commerce,  what  can  we  dp 
with  our  surplus  productions?  But  because  we 
call  upon  vou  to  protect  commerce,  are  we  to  be 
stigmatizea  as  the  friends  of  a  fraudulent  trade  ? 
No ;  we  are  willing  to  let  those  who  cover  enemy's 
property  with  a  neutral  flaff  take  care  of  them- 
selves. I  am  further  charged  with  a  wish  to  meet 
Great  Britain  in  war.  Fut,  sir,  I  have  no  such 
wish :  my  only  wish  is  to  obtain  an  honorable  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  she  has  committed.  We 
are  charged  with  going  back  to  the  times  of  the 
Revolution,  and  comparing  the  temper  of  our  coun- 
try at  that  time  with  its  present  temper.  Sir,  I 
was  a  child  when  the  Revolutionary  war  com- 
tnenced — I  have  scarcelv  a  recollection  of  the 
times  of  the  Revolution ;  but  would  such  language 
as  we  have  heard  on  this  occasion  been  then  tolera- 
ted ?  That  a  gentleman  should  get  up  and  tell  us 
ire  ought  to  succumb  to  Britain^  because  she  had 
800  ships  on  the  ocean,  is  astonishing  to  me.  lean- 
not  comprehend  its  tendency.  Such  sentiments 
were  not  uttered  during  the  Revolution.  Then, 
with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  millions,  we 
boldly  met  that  nation,  and  triumphed  over  her 
arms ;  and  if  necessary,  we  can  meet  her  again, 
or  any  other  nation  that  shall  treat  us  with  the 
same  injustice.  Under  like  circumstances  I  would 
meet  France,  Spain,  or  England— I  would  meet 
them  all  collectively,  if  necessary,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  would  be  a  match  for  them  all,  though 
for  saying  so  I  may  be  denominated  a  madman. 
I  would  hold  this  language  if  I  belonged  to  one  of 


the  smallest  nations  Of  the  earth — I  would  hold  it 
were  I  a  citizen  of  the  petty  Republic  of  St.  Mar- 
ino,— were  my  rights  invaded  I  would  fight  till  I 
could  fieht  no  lonj^er.  Do  you  want  to  damp  the 
ardor  of  the  American  people,  because  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  are  powerful  nations,  and  the 
former  has  determined  to  annihilate  our  com- 
merce? Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  no  public  speaker, 
and  I  have  not  arranged  my  ideas,  or  clothed  diem 
in  the  language  I  could  have  wished;  but  I  do 
say  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which  imperiocisl|r 
demands  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  commercial  rishts,  which  so  far 
from  impairing,  will  promote  the  interest  of  agri- 
culture. For,  sir.  they  are  inseparable ;  tttey  are 
twin-sisters— children  of  one  birth,  of  the  same 
parents,  begotten  by  one  common  /kther-*-they 
must  live  or  die  together — you  cannot  separate 
them — ^by  sacrificing  the  one  you  sacrifice  the 
other.  More  than  this,  sir,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  not  submit  to  these  agj^ressioos  on  their 
rights.  The  peof^e  are  both  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial, and  they  know  that  the  fall  of  commerce 
will  be  soon  followed  by  the  destruction  of  agri- 
culture. And  should  this  Congress  or  any  other 
abandon  their  commercial  rights,  they  will  seod 
other  men  to  represent  them.  Tney  ought  to  do 
it.  and  you  may  be  assured  they  will  do  it.  Mr. 
Cnairman,  what  is  to  become  ol  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture?  Shall  they  be  su^red 
to  rot  or  peri^  in  your  warehouses  or  on  your 
plantations  ?  If  they  cannot  be  sold  abroad,  and 
the  returns  be  permitted  to  be  made  to  this  coun- 
try, and  afterwards  re-exported,  this  will  be  the 
case  with  a  Wrge  part.  What  will  become  of  a 
number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture  ?  Will 
you  dispose  of  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States  1 
Gentlemen  will  not  consent  to  it.  Then,  1  say, 
afiprd  a  reasonable  protection  to  commerce. 

Sir,  I  must  have  fatigued  the  Committee — I  fear 
I  have  been  troublesome  a,t  this  late  hour  of  the 
day— I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  Weak  and  feeble 
as  nas  b^en  my  defence,  s^nd  the  support  I  have 
attempted  to  give  this  resolution,  I  have  done  what 
I  considered  a  duty,  and  I  trust  my  motives  will 
not  be  called  in  Question.  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
Committee  any  further  on  this  subject. 

[It  being  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr. 
Smilib  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,imd 
said  that  he  would  to-morrow  agree  to  take  up  in 
committee  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  The  Uommittee  then  rose,  ai|d  the 
House  adjourned.] 

Thursday,  March  13. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  (he  United  States :" 
Whereupon, 

Ordered.  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Vabndm^  Mr.  Saiu- 
LY,  Mr.  Kenan,  Mr.  Covington,  Mr.  Kcllt, 
Mr.  GooDWYN,  and  Mr.  Tallmadge. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Boose 
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thut  the  Seirtt€  have  appointed  a  eotnmittee,  on 
their  pait,  to  join  with  sueh  committee  as  tbe 
HoQ9e  of  Representatives  ma^r  appoint,  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  business  is  necessarf  to  be 
dome  by  Congress,  in  the  present  session. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  tbat  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

JUtohed,  That  Major  General  Arthur  dt.  Clair  be 
beard  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse  in  support  of  his  daim. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  tesoktbn  do  lie  on  tlie 
tabfe. 

On  motion,  it  was 

HeMlvedy  That  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lar  before  this  £touse  ^e  names  of 
^e  persons  in  wnose  favor  bills  have  been  drawn 
o&  tbe  Treasury  of  tbe  United  States,  by  tbe 
BdHnisters  of  tbe  United  States  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  under  the  stipulations  of  the  Con- 
Tention  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
concluded  at  Paris,  on  tbe  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eiffbt  hundred  and  three,  specifying  as 
far  as  poesiole,  the  amount  and  nature  of  each 
particular  claim  for  which  bills  were  so  drawn. 
On  motion,  it  was 
Budved  That  the  Postmaster  Qenerd  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  have  made  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  since  the  last  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  specifying  the  terms  and  duration  of  each 
contract,  resi 


IMPORTATKXNS  FROM  OREAT  BOTTAIN. 

Tbe  House  ai^in  resolved  itself  into  CcHnmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr. 
Gbboo's  resolution  still  under  eonsideration. 

Mr.  LsiB.-^From  the  eourae  which  has  been 
pavBoed  for  several  days.  I  am  induced  to  «ove 
that  the  Committee  or  tne  Whole  on  tbe  state  of 
&e  Union  be  dischat|jed  from  tbe  further  coaMd* 
enttttm  of  this  resdutioo,  and  that  of  tbe^eotle- 
maa  ftom  New  Jersey.  Without  enteriilg  into 
the  aaerits  of  the  resolutioB.  I  will  eonfinemyaelf 
to  statHig  the  reasons  on  whieb  I  make  this  mo- 
tkm.  I  did  expeet,  when  this  si^eet  first  came 
under  discussion,  to  have  heard  soOMthinc  re- 
sfcctiiig  Its  merits ;  that  a  ctNcnparison  would  nave 
beei:  drawn  between  the  advantages  and  disad- 
TSBlages  Hkely  to  ensue  to  tbe  United  States  from 
its  ad^oB,  instead  of  whieh  I  fbwMl  my  col« 
Jea^e  saiiiag  reond  the  coast  without  eiaunnang 
iu  teadeney  or  bearing.  He  teld  us  it  was  paeific, 
and,  HI  ^e  same  inreaUi,  said  it  ^ruek  a  dagger 
iato  the  vitals  of  Great  Britain.  If,  Mr.  SpelUw, 
I  were  to  strike  a  dagger  at  yFou,  wenld  you  not 
consider  it  a  hostile  act?  And  yet  this  measure 
ia  said  to  be  pacific,  and  it  is  represented  as  having 
no  teadeney  to  war.  Wheo  this  measure  was 
first  proposed,  I  was  in  fiuroi  of  it  ( I  was  impelled 
bf  my  feelings  against  Gh<eat  Britain,  whose  iigu* 
nes  1  sensibly  felt.  But  I  have  since  listened  to 
the  arguments  addaoed  in  its  favor  by  my  ooK 
leagfues.  What  are  they  ?  Did  they  speak  of  its 
profits  and  loss  \  did  they  show  that  it  would  be 
advantageooa  to  this  country  ?    lastead  of  this 


they  talked  of  national  honor.    But,  on  this  sub* 
ject,  I  agree  with  tbe  poet : 

**  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  tbe  honor  lies." 

I  am  not  disposed  to  be  a  duellist  for  national 
honor.  I  atn  disposed  to  view  this  as  a  question 
of  profit  and  less ;  and  if  tbe  loss  will  be  greater 
than  tbe  gain,  to  reject  it ;  and  it  is  because  I 
think  that  tbe  United  States  will  incur  more  loss 
than  profit  by  it,  that  I  wish  to  get  rid  of  it.  I 
believe  it  wilt  have  a  warlike  aspect,  and  there* 
fore  I  am  against  it.  I  have  no  idea  of  figbtinjg 
all  tbe  world*  I  hope,  from  the  course  which  this 
diseusskm  has  taken,  and  from  tbe  convietioa 
which  it  has  produced  of  tbe  inability  oi  tbe  Um* 
ted  Btstes  to  carry  this  measure  into  elfect,  that 
we  will  enter  on  the  discussion  of  some  other 
measure  more  likely  to  be  efieetual.  I  am  willing 
to  get  rid  of  this  resolution  in  tbe  easiest  way,  aad 
r  therefore  move  you  todisdiarge  tbe  Committee 
fVom  its  fartb^  consideration. 

hlr.  Alston. — ^The  gentleman  bottoms  bisuKH 
tion  om  tbe  idea  that  tms  is  tbe  most  ready  way 
to  get  rid  of  tbe  resolution ;  bat.  on  this  motion, 
the  sublet  remains  as  mueh  before  yeu  as  if  the 
discussion  we#e  on  tbe  resolution*  If,  however, 
we  are  permitted  to  go  into  tbe  Committee  of  tbe 
Wbolej  we  may  there  retoe  to  take  it  up  without 
any  di^ussion,  aad  we  may  then  take  ap  any 
other  resolution. 

Mr.  LEiB.—Tbere  is  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
tbraks  bis  path  ibe  straigbtest,  aad  bis  concep- 
tions tbe  most  huninous.  I  donot  UIk,  however, 
this  resolution  renmining  on  the  table;  as  it  wiU 
sttil  remain  in  tbe  power  of  tbe  Committee  to 
call  it  u^ 

Mr.  SurLfB.— Whether  the  course  recommend- 
ed by  my  colleague  be  the  best,  tbe  House  will 
judge;  but  be  has  assigned  a  curious  reasea  for 
It.  I  think  be  said,  at  first  be  was  in  fiivor  of  the 
resolution* 

Mr.  Lara  expftamed,  bv  observing  that  he  bad 
said  bis  impression  at  arst  was  in  favor  of  the 
r^utiaa. 

Mn  8MiLiB.-*That  was  just  what  I  stated* 
Tbe  gentlemea  expected,  it  seems,  also,  to  have 
beard  wonders.  Wfaieb  be  has  not  beard.  It  ia 
possible  that  tnat  ^ntleman's  mtad  aury  take  a 
higher  tone  than  miae ;  and  be  may  bavejpxpeet-* 
ed  a  superior  discussion  to  that  which  this  subject 
has  received ;  but  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I 
have  received  light  from  this  discussion.  I  tbink^ 
indeed,  tbe  question  has  been  ptetty  vrell  examin- 
ed. I  have,  fai  this  busivess,  wished  for  peaoe — I 
have  labored  for  it-^^ad  though  I  aoprove  tbia 
resohHido  above  any  other,  I  am  ariUing  to  part 
fVom  it  to  meet  those  of  mj  brethren,  whose  sin- 
oere  wish  it  is  to  do  something.  I  know  it  is  best 
to  do  something  that  shall  appear  to  be  tbe 
sense  of  the  nation*  I  am  wHling,  th^refori^  to 
meet  oa  middle  grouad.  I  have  another  ol^ee- 
tton  to  tbe  course  reeommended  bv  my  colleagoe. 
S6me  gentlemen  caanot  be  satisfied  without  en- 
joying a  triumph.  I  should  be  willing  to  indulge 
them  in  these  ieelinffs  if  I  tbouebt  they  deserved 
one,  but  I  do  no^  urink  they  do.    If  they  wish 
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peace  preserved,  aod  are  deftirous  of  serving  their 
couDtrv,  they  will  deprecate  the  effects  of  a  mea- 
sure which  may  distress  and  divide  us. 

Mr.  Early.~I  rejoice  that  this  motioo  is  made, 
as  I  bad,  in  truth,  intended  to  make  it  myself.  It 
will  be  recollected  that,  when  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  I  made  a  motion  to  pave  the  way  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  House  this  motion,  in  part,  which 
I  intended  to  make,  as  it  embraces  both  tne  reso- 
lutions of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey.  I  consider  the  two  resolutions  as  of 
the  same  family.  It  must  be  apparent  to  every 
member  of  the  House  that  the  subject  b  exhaust- 
ed, so  much  so  that  yesterday  we  were  entertain- 
ed for  several  hours  with  answers  made  to  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  who  intended  to  vote  on 
the  same  side.  Gkntlemen  declare  themselves  in 
favor  of  an  accommodation,  who,  though  they 
cannot  vote  for  this  measure,  are  willing  to  adopt 
some  other.  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  I  made  a 
motion  yesterday,  and  it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that 
I  am  in  lavor  of  the  course  now  proposed.  Let 
us,  then,  take  this  business  out  or  the  power  of 
the  Committee,  and  place  it  under  the  control  of 
the  House,  who  may  make  such  disposition  of  it 
as  they  may  think  proper.  1  do  not  feel  particu- 
Inrly  anxious  as  to  the  course  which  shall  then  be 
pursued.  If  any  gentleman  will  then  move  to 
postpone  the  resolution  to  a  day  certain,  I  will 
▼ote  for  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  considered  the  course  recommend- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
AxsTON,)  most  correct.  When  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  we  may  agree  not  to  consider  the  res- 
olutioa,  and  to  consider  some  other,  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  may,  in  the  meantime, 
remain  before  the  Committee,  subject  to  being 
acted  upon  at  any  future  period,  should  we  agree 
to  no  other. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbbli^— I  feel  a  little  surprised 
at  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  as  I  did  understand  him  yesterday,  as 
having  expressed  himself  willing  to  adopt  the 
course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I  do  believe  that  course  most  proper, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  a  different  course. 
I  am  against  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  consideration  of  this  resolution. 
I  can  s^e  no  use  in  this,  unless  to  give  gentlemen 
the  appearance  of  a  triumph.  Though  I  believe 
there  is  a  decided  majority  at  present  against  the 
adoption  of  either  the  resolution  offered  by  the 

gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  or  that  offered  by 
tie  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  week  hence  there  may  not  be  a  majority 
in  favor  of  one  of  them,  in  consequence  of  receiv- 
ing further  information.  Under  this  impression,  I 
hope  the  resolutions  will  be  permitted  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J. 'Randolph. — I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Chair* 
man.  that  1  understand  the  question,  unless  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  friends  are 
willinff  that  their  favorite  measure  should  be 
strangled  in  the  dark^  from  an  unwillingness  that 
it  should  suffer  a  political  death.  The  two  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania  hare  produced  between 


them  a  bantling,  and  have  offered  it  totheHoQie. 
We  do  not  like  it,  and  they  are  for  forcing  it  opos 
us.  We  revolt  at  this,  and  what  do  they  say  1 
They  allow  they  cannot  carry  it;  but  say  tbiit,to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  iu 
further  consideration,  will  be  to  cover  certain  per- 
sons with  political  disgrace.  They  are,  therefore, 
for  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aod 
when  they  get  in  Committee,  refusing  them  leare 
to  act  upon  it.  Is  this  parliamentary  ?  Is  it  reg- 
ular for  a  Committee  to  refuse  to  decide  on  tbe 
business  submitted  to  them  by  the  House  1  Let 
us  either  adopt  or  reject  the  resolution,  or  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  its 
further  consiueration.  For  what  purpose  was  it 
referred  to  a  Committee?  For  the  purpose  of 
not  being  acted  on  ?  For  the  purpose  uf  cor 
going  into  Committee  and  then  refusing  to  act 
upon  it?  Will  gentlemen  refuse  to  discharge  tbe 
Committee  from  the  very  resolution  they  dooot 
mean  to  act  on  ?  I  do  not  understand  this.  It  ii 
beyond  my  depth.  Gentlemen  should  have  pon- 
dered well  before  they  brought  forward  this  meas- 
ure. They  should  have  felt  for  the  support  oa 
which  to  rest  it ;  and  if  they  are  ashamed  of  now 
trying  this  support,  they  should  withdraw  their 
resolution.  They  ask  too  much  when  they  com- 
plain of  the  course  we  propose  to  pursue.  Should 
the  resolution  continue  in  its  present  slate,  it  ii 
liable  to  be  called  up  at  any  hour,  wheo  there 
may  be  a  thin  House,  and  after  gentlemen  say 
they  do  not  mean  to  act  upon  it.  If  the  House  do 
go  into  Committee,  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
acted  on.  and  discussed — for  though  gentlemen 
have  said  the  subject  is  exhausted,  1  do  not  bdiere 
it  is  exhausted,  though  they  may  be. 

Mr.  CoNRAO  said,  his  wish  was  to  cultivate  bft^ 
mony  He  wished  this  was  the  sentiment  of  every 
member — he  hoped  it  was.  If  those  who  were 
for  takinff  stronger  cround,  were  willing  to  accom-^ 
modate,  he  hoped  they  would  be  met  in  a  spiritoi 
amity — he  hoped  there  would  be  a  strooi?  voteia 
favor  of  the  measures  adopted  to  convince  ibis 
people  and  the  world  we  are  not  so  timid  as  soiae 
gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine.  He  was  io  fivor 
of  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  ffsa 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Stanton.— Mr.  Chairman)the  reaolotioaon 
your  table  is  considered^  by  the  enemies  ol  it.  > 
war  measure.  Is  it  possible  that  men  of  inforo- 
ation  or  common  sense  should  view  it  at  a  hostile 
measure?  I  disavow  that  opinion.  The  idea  is 
chimerical.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  commercial  measure; 
the  regulation  of  which  is  vested  in  Cona^»J 
the  Constitution.  But,  we  are  told,  it  will  lead  to 
war.  Such  a  construoiion  might  be  put  oa  oar 
revenue  laws,  and  many  other  of  oor  other  pobhc 
acts.  Such  inferences  are  whimsical  Sir,  tbe 
honorable  member  from  Virginia  tells  the  House, 
we  have  a  negotiation  pending  with  Great  Bnt* 
ain,  and  we  ought  to  wan  the  result.  I  ask  bow 
long^ — seven  years— *ontil  our  commerce  is  anni- 
hilated, and  three  thousand  more  of  our  citi2eB< 
impressed  into  the  service  of  Gkeai  Britain  ?  The 
Executive  has  repeatedly  remonstrated^  b«t  to  no 
purpose.    The  gentleman  has  cofflmeoeed  a  vd- 
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unleer  apolofflst  for  that  ufi|iriocipled  GoYero- 
xiieot,aDd  tells  the  House  we  tried  oegotiation 
with  SpaiOf  and  failed — at  the  same  time  avers 
there  is  no  Spain — it  is  France  and  Bonaparte, 
and  Talleyrand ;  they  ha?e  bullied  Spain  out  of 
ii«r  existence.  He  proceeds,  and  arks  the  House 
this  question — can  you  expect  Great  Britain  will 
respect  oar  neutral  flag  at  the  expense  of  her  ex- 
istence— is  she  not  fighting  for  her  life?  and  tells 
us  that  the  combined  fleets  of  Holland,  France, 
aod  Spain,  are  no  more,  and  that  Great  Britain 
has  eight  hundred  ships-of-the-line,  including 
other  smaller  vessels  of  war:  and  Russia  is  the 
second  Power  of  continental  Europe,  with  half  a 
million  of  hardy  troops — with  sixty  sail  of-the- 
lina  and  thirty  millions  of  subjects ;  a  territory 
more  extensive  than  our  own ;  that  she  is  a  store- 
bouae  for  the  British  navy,  and  solemnly  warns 
us  before  we  enter  into  a  contest  public  or  private, 
be  sure  you  have  fortitude  enough  to  go  through 
with  it — if  you  mean  war,  say  so,  and  prepare 
for  it.  Behold  the  disrespect  in  which  Prance 
holds  neutral  rights  on  land !  as  though  we  were 
bound  to  tamely  submit  to  the  unprovoked  in- 
aulu  of  Great  Briuin,  because  France  is  playing 
the  same  game  on  the  continent  of  Europe — for 
he  smoothly  slides  over  the  nefarious  conduct  of 
Great  Britain,  to  the  impressment  of  our  citizens, 
aod  dwells  with  apparent  delight  on  the  omnipo- 
tence of  the  British  navy.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ac« 
count  for  this  miraculous  conversion  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  British  interest*  I  am  ready  to  say, 
with  astonishment,  oh  I  how  is  the  mighty  fallenj 
how  is  the  fine  gold  become  dim,  tell  it  not  in  the 
streets  of  Askelon.  lest  the  tyrants  of  Europe  and 
the  aristocrau  of  New  England  rejoice  I  Pardon, 
sir,  the  digression.  He  has  injudiciously  attacked 
the  ofiicial  invulnerable  character  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Head  of  Department.  I  have  quoted  a 
line  or  two  from  the  best  of  books.  Sir,  it  is  to  be 
deplored,  that  a  man  of  brilliant  talents,  and  great 
merit  should,  by  his  poignant  irony,  have  increased 
the  number  or  his  opponents;  but,  why  should  I 
wonder  1  That  was  the  case  with  the  celebrated 
French  orator,  Mirabeau,  whose  predominant  pas- 
sion nnd  insatiable  thirst  for  pre-eminence  led 
him  into  numerous  errors  and  inoonsbtencies ; 
add  to  this  the  |;entlefnan's  fondness  for  Cabinet 
rank  and  Utopian  glory.  But,  notwithsiandin|^ 
this  dereliction  from  the  principles  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  I  hope  he  will  not  long  continue 
enveloped  in  the  fog  of  aristocracy,  but  reassume 
h»  former  hoooratle  and  useful  station.  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  it  not  a  great  misfortune  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  superior  talents  and  elegance  should 
speak  day  after  day  without  making  a  single  con- 
vert or  disciple  1  The  gentleman  now  flatters 
himself  that  tne  friends  ofthe  resoluiion  will  aban- 
don it ;  and  he  affirms  that  they  are  ashamed  of 
it,  and  despair  of  its  adoption.  Let  that  be  as  it 
may,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  member  lam  not 
ashamed  of  it,  and  wish  to  occupy  higher  ground 
and  stronger  measures — even  a  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain — unless  she  will  discontinue 
her  piratical  measures  against  us,  by  a  restoration 
of  property  aad  a  iiberatu>a  of  Amaiiean  citizens. 


A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on  my  right, 
who  is  in  unison  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, tells  you  the  citizens  are  destitute  of  forti- 
tude sufficient  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  many  of 
ihe  articles  contained  in  the  resolution  on  your 
table — particularly  coarse  woollen  cloths — the 
people  are  so  attached  to  them  by  habit,  sir,  if 
they  were  given  to  the  laborer  they  would  come 
dear  by  paying  the  tailor's  bill  for  makine  them 
up;  a  seven- knot  breexe  of  wind  would  blow  out 
the  filling,  and  leave  but  little  remaining. 

Sir,  the  people  of  New  England  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  previous  to  an  open  rupture,  possess- 
ed fortitude  sufficient  to  totally  abstain  from  the 
use  of  British  roanulkctures  for  years,  and  the 
ladies  voluntarily  discontinued  the  use  of  their 
favorite,  delicious  India  shrub,  in  order  to  obtain 
liberty  and  independence.  The  gentleman's  age 
does  not  permit  him  to  remember  these  noble  acts 
of  patriotism,  which  are  fresh  in  my  recollection. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  from  Virsinia  is 
fully  prepared  to  go  to  war  with  all  the  rowers 
of  Europe,  except  Great  Britain.  As  for  Spain, 
who  he  wishes  to  fight,  she  is  annihilated^  and 
cannot  be  found  ;  she  has  sunk  under  the  wing  of 
Talleyrand.  I  presume  the  gentleman  will  pos- 
sess prudence  enough  not  to  risk  himself  on  the 
watery  element,  nor  near  the  seashore,  lest  the 
voracious  shark  should  attack  him,  and  deprive 
him  of  hb  proboscis.  The  gentleman  generously 
continues  to  give  you  wholesome  advice.  Get  rid 
of  your  national  debt ;  it  is  a  dead  weight,  that 
cramps  your  measures— I  am  free  to  confess,  this 
is  the  best  part  of  his  haraoffue,  and  the  only  part 
that  has  weight  in  it— and  uien,  he  says,  you  may 
bid  defiance  to  all  the  world.  Sir,  this  is  compre- 
hensive and  strong  language;  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  young  man  who  expressed  a  wish  to  his 
father,  that  all  the  people  in  the  world  were  dead, 
except  himself  and  his  brother  Jonathan ;  for  then, 
he  said,  they  would  buv  and  sell  land  and  get 
money  like  all  the  world. 

Where  a  nation  is  insulted,  as  we  are,  the  stale 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance 
ill  becomes  an  independent  nation,  much  less  the 
American  character.  Such  pusillanimous  con- 
duct will  not  obtain  redress.  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  nefarious  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  toward  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  consult  mjr  feelings,  my  very  soul 
is  fired  with  just  indignation  at  the  unprovoked 
insults  ofiered  the  American  flag,  and  the  pirati- 
cal and  systematical  plundering  svstem  aaopted 
by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  against 
neutral  rights.  I  am  almost  as  anxious  to  make 
war  against  Great  Britain  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  is  to  make  war  against  Spain,  if 
she  was  16  be  found.  But.  sir,  in  cooler  moments 
of  serious  reflection,  the  little  judgment  I  possess 
dictates  to  me  to  avoid  war,  as  one  of  the  worst 
evils  that  can  or  does  afflict  a  people.  Thecalsmi- 
ties  inseparable  from  war  are  incalculable.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  interest  of  mr  country,  and  the  happiness 
of  the  State  1  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will 
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not  permit  me  to  indulge  mv  res^Dtiiieiit ;  being 
persuaded  that  ttatiods^  as  well  as  indiridnaJs,  ar« 
gorerned  by  interest,  I  am  led  to  hope  that  the 
measures  contemplated  in  the  resolution  <m  your 
table  will  haire  a  favorable  effect  oa  our  negotia- 
tions now  pending  with  Great  Britain.  I  s^all 
give  my  vote  in  faror  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Qrcoo  said,  ^i  did  not  feel  in  the  ieast  hart 
by  the  motion  made  by  the  gentletnan  from  Oeor* 
gra.  When  he  had  laid  the  resolutioa  on  the  table, 
his  wish  was  that  it  might  receive  a  fair  ditfcua^ 
sion ;  and  he  had  undertaken  to  assign  his  reasons 
in  favor  of  it.  He  should  consider  a  discharge  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whi^le  as  equivalent  to  a 
rejection  of  the  resolution.  He  siiould  not  con* 
sider  the  frfends  of  the  measure  involved  in  dis- 
ffrace  if  this  motion  should  prevail.  They  had 
done  their  duty,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  disgrace  in  being  in  a  minority.  The  world, 
Ae  nation,  would  judge  whether  their  decision 
was  right  or  wrone.  He  felt  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  resohttion  he  had  proposed  was  the  most 
proper^  and  ought  to  be  adopted.  EWitertaiaing 
these  ideas  his  conscience  told  him  to  vole  for  it, 
and  he  was  ready  to  discharge  that  sacred  duty. 

Mr.  FmoLEY  observed,  that  when  a  resolution 
on  a  similar  subject  was  before  the  third  Con- 
gress, which  was  considered  as  occupying  too  high 
ground,  it  was  disposed  of  by  being  ordered  to  Re 
on  the  table.  He  thought  this  was  the  coarse 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  fiuLCKLCDOE.-^Although  I  am  opposed  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, under  the  belief  that  it  will  be  tnore  injurious 
to  us  than  others,  yet,  when  I  see  the  friends  of 
this  measure  willing  to  unite  with  those  who  are 
for  milder  measures,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  ought 
to  meet  them.  In  this  stare  of  a  discussion, In- 
volving the  first  interests  bf  the  nation^  shall  we 
be  disunited  by  an  altercation  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  when  we  ajfrec  in  the  sufbstance  ?  For 
this  reason,  and  believing  it  of  importance  that 
the  measures  which  we  may  take  may  be  adopted 
by  a  strong  vote,  I  am  against  discharging  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  this  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  tdken  on  discharg- 
ing the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further 
consideration  of  Mt.  Gregg's  resolution,  and 
were — yeas  24,  nays  101,  as  follows ; 

TiAt— Burwell  BuMtt,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Ct- 
•ey,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  City,  Ehas  Earle,  Peter 
Barly,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett.  Charles 
Gbldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Josiah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Kandolph, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Thomas  Spalding,  PhiUp  R.  Thomp- 
son, Daniel  C.  Verplsnck,  and  Dand  R.  WiUiamv. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Andetson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bet- 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  Wilfiam 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Ckorge  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Cl^,  George  Clinton,  Jan.,  Fred* 
erick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jap 
eob  Crowninskield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dant, 


B&ra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  juftior,  Jehn  Dwna^ 
James  Ettiot,  Caleb  EUis,  Ebeneur  Efaaer,  WiUiM 
Ely,  WiUtam  Findky,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  An* 
drew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hak^,  John  Haa» 
iiton,  Selh  Hastings,  WiUiam  HelnM,  David  Iioagl^ 
John  O.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ms- 
hemiah  Knight,  Dumoan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Magn* 
der,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholai  E 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mooely,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  lYebon, 
Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Clin,  Hmothr  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy^  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Teimeasee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneser  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smifie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Sanhiel  Smith,  Henry  Boutherd,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Btedman,  LeWia  B.Stin«> 
gee,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjanrin  TaUnradge,  Ssmail 
Tenney,  David  ThouMs,  Thomas  W»  Thompson,  Uii 
Tracy,  Phifip  Van  CortUoidt,  Kiihan  K.  Van  Rsbmi- 
laer,  Joseph  B.  Vanium,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  VkMa 
Walton,  John  Whitohyi,  Robert  WhitehiU,  EUphabt 
Wickes,  Maimadake  WiUiams,  Nathan  WilliaiBi, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Josepn  Wimtos, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

The  question  was  then  tttkaa  on  ^hsehaigiig 
the  Committee  from  Mr.  SltOan^s  reseUdoa,^ 
yeas  and  nays^-yeas  26,  nays  96,  as  foUows : 

Ybas— BurweU  Baesett,  Joha  CatapbeH,  Levi  OsMf, 
Christo^er  Clark,  Joseph  Ctey,  MMthew  Cl^,  £liai 
Bnrle,  Peter  Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jaaea  U.  ^ 
nett,  Charles  Golsboroai^,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwia 
Gray,  David  Hohnes,  Walter  Jones,  Mkhsd  Leib^ 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josiah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nidiol- 
son,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  SmitK 
Thomas  Spaldmg,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Daniel  d 
Verplanck^d  David  R.  Wilhams. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  D«to 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bet* 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wilfiam  Blaokledge,  John 
Blake,  jonior,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clsibofne,  CMI« 
CUnton,  jun.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Ordiafd  Cook,  Leon- 
ard Oovfaigton,  facob  Crowninshield,  Rchirl  Onti^ 
Senuel  W.  Dana,  Ewa  Batby,  John  Datteport,  y^ 
John  Dawson,  James  BlUot,  Caleb  Blfis,  Bbensttf^ 
mer,  WiUiam  Bly,  Wmifin  Pmd»ey,  James  Fiih»  m 
Fowlsr,  Andivw  Gregg,  Itdbh  L.Oxeen,  SilsBHij|9> 
Jehn  Hanalten,  Se&  Hastmgs^  David  Hoagh,  W 
G.  Jackson,  James  KsUy,  Thomas  Kenan>  ^*^^ 
Knight,  Danean  MacFarland,  Patrick  Msgt«asr^Mol»- 
ert  Marion,  WUliam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R  ^^ 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Gordon  ^J^ 
ford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  i^f^Sr 
Olin.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy.  Tbomai 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  ^^^^^ 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  RusseU,  1*^ 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  B^ 
enexer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smille,  J®*^* 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  W***'^?*^ 
ford,  Joseph  Stahton,  William  Stedman,  \^fl2 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TsHnMiy«»  »^ 
uelTenney,  David  Thomas,  Tiifmrn^-'^^ 
Uri  Tiacy,  Philip  Van  Oorttodt,  MBw  K.  Van  ^ 
selaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadswofdi,  MjWJ 
Walton,  John  WWtehill,  Robert  WhitrtiU,  Blip»»^ 
Wiokes,  Marmateke  WiUiame,  Nath«i  WjU«»  ^ 
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ex«nder  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Joseph  WinMon,  and 
-Thomtn  Wynn«. 

The  Huuse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Chairman  pot  the  question  on  considering 
Mr.  Oreoo's  resolution,  on  which  the  Committee 
divided— yeas  47,  nays  70. 

Mr.  J  (JULY  moved  to  consider  the  resolution 
offered  bv  himself,  and  that  of  his  friend  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Nicholson.) 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  consider  the  latter  reso- 
latioD. 

Mr.  J.  Rakdolpb  said  he  would  make  a  super- 
seding motion,  which  was,  that  the  Committee 
foetid  rise,  and  he  would  assign  his  reasons  for 
this  motion.  I  am  well  aware,  snid  Mr.  R.,  and 
i  consider  it  the  happiest  and  fairest  feature  of 
OUT  policy,  that  in  a  deliberate  bod^  a  majority 
mast  govern.  This  is  a  position  which  has  often 
been  enforced  on  me,  and  which  I  have  sometimes 
-enforced  on  others;  but  I  hope  no  majoritjr  will 
he  indisposed  to  act  honestly.  Though  a  majority 
OQght  to  govern,  it  should  not  be  on  motives  of 
caprice,  freak,  or  passion,  but  wisely ;  and  it  ought 
not,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  feel  power,  and  forget 
right.  The  reason  why  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
Coormittee  rising,  is  the  same  which  I  advanced 
the  other  day  against  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania — ^a  reason  which,  it  is 
•sfonishing  to  my  mind,  does  not  operate  on  every 
member  of  the  Committee — the  state  of  things 
here  and  abroad.  Is  there  a  member  prepared  to 
Tote  for  the  resolution  of  my  excellent  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J  Clay,)  or  of  my  wor- 
th v  friend  from  Maryland?  (Mr.  NicHOLSoif.)  I 
believe  not.  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared.  The 
other  day^  when  I  said  I  was  disposed  to  treat  with 
Gkeat  Britain  for  the  very  reason  that  I  was  indis- 
pG»ed  to  treat  with  her  in  1793, 1  perceived  a  sneer 
OD  the  faces  of  gentlemen,  and  that  they  scouted 
the  idea.  Bat  what  is  the  fact  ?  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  quoted  the  Message  of  the 
Preftideot,  showing  that  this  business  is  still  venf- 
denteUte,  What  information  does  the  President, 
in  that  Mes^ffe  give  us?  That  he  had  tried  ne^ 
gottation  and  failed  ?  That,  as  in  another  quarter, 
cmr  Minister  had  been  shoved  neck  and  shoulders 
out  of  the  Cabinet?  No!  That  negotiation  is 
fltill  pending  between  our  Minister  and  the  Min- 
ister of  Britain.  Can  then, gentlemen,  while  the 
business  is  re  infecia^  feel  disposed  to  act,  either  on 
the  reaolittion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, or  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ? 

Again,  mast  we  not  every  day  expect  informa- 
tion from  Europe;  and  ou^ht  not  this  information 
to  have  an  influence  on  this  Assembly,  if,  indeed, 
we  are  a  deliberative  assembly  ?  Barely  it  ought. 
On  polttieal  empirics,  who  prescribe  the  same 
medicine  to  every  disease,  thrs  information  may 
bare  no  effect  But  on  the  minds  of  sober  men,  it 
ought  to  have,  it  most  have,  an  effect.  The  situa- 
Cioo  of  the  Powers  with  whom  we  have  these 
momentous  discussions  may  have  been  materially 
changed  by  the  events  of  the  last  ninety  days. 
Will  gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  motives 
wl^h Inflaenced  the^mind  of  a  Berastoff,  ought  to 
9Ui  Coff.  —»5 


have  no  weight  with  us  1  Will  they,  under  these 
circumstances,  go  into  Committee,  to  grope  in  the 
dark,  to  catch  at  something,  on  a  subject  of  which 
they  know  little — in  relation  to  the  events  of 
which,  they  know  less?  No!  This  is  not  the 
moment  to  act.  The  Committee  have  declared 
that  that  moment  has  not  arrived.  They  have, 
in  their  c«ipacity  of  a  House,  refused  to  discharge 
them  from  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  have,  in  the  same  capacity,  re- 
fused to  act  upon  it.  And  what  does  this  prove, 
but  that  the  moment  for  action  has  not  come^ 
unless,  indeed,  this  venerable  Assembly  will  con- 
descend to  become  the  wet  nurse  of  the  bantling 
of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  who, 
provided  they  can  maintain  it  at  a  distance,  hopis 
their  indiscretion  will  be  overlooked — ^a  fauxpa»^ 
which,  if  it  can  be  kept  in  an  obscure  farm-house, 
may  be  smothered  over?     I,  however,  am  not 


disposed  to  offer  it  the 


n:  still  less  am  I 


disposed  to  be  disturbed  by  its  cries,  or  those  of 
its  brethren. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  is  not  the  fit  time  to  decide  on  our  British 
relations.  That,  while  there  is  a  pending  negotia- 
tion  with  her.  all  such  discussion  must  be  prema- 
ture. These' resolutions  are  the  production  of  a 
political  hot-bed.  They  are  not  the  growth  of  a 
genial  sun,  but  reared  in  a  forcing-house.  And  I 
will  tell  gentlemen,  that  politics  bear  forcing  as 
little  as  the  physical  productions  of  nature. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whom  I  now 
see  in  his  place,  offered  some  days  ago,  to  this 
Committee,  a  string  of  observations,  which,  he 
declared,  were  not  intended  either  for  a  resolution 
not  then  before  the  Committee,  or  for  that  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Now,  the 
Committee  having  determined  not  to  discuss  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  as  those  remarks  were  not  offered 
on  the  subject  then  before  the  Committee,  they 
may  have  been  left  to  guess  they  were  intended 
for  the  subject  now  under  consideration  ;  and  as  I 
believe  they  were  full  as  applicable  to  this,  as  any 
other  question,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  making 
a  few  remarks  relative  to  them.  But,  at  the  same 
time.  I  disclaim  the  |)reface  that  ^[entlemao  pre- 
fixed to  his  remarks,  viz.:  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
examine  the  question  before  the  Committee.  I  do 
mean  to  examine  that  question,  to  show  why  this 
is  not  the  proper  time  for  acting  on  this  subject, 
to  show  that  all  discussion  on  it  is  premature,  and, 
that  we  ought  to  abstain  from  acting  upon  it  uotil 
we  have  heard  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 

As  well  as  I  remember,  the  gentleman  set  out 
by  recalliiig  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
Messajre  of^the  President,  of  the  17th  of  January 
last.  Yes,  sir,  he  began  in  the  style  of  old  times— 
ir^andum  renotare  do/orem— to  call  the  House 
back  to  the  Message  of  the  17th  of  January.  To 
what  part  of  it?  To  that  part  which  is  publie, 
or  to  that  part  which  is  locxed  up  in  the  escru- 
toire  of  the  clerk — or  is  in  his  breeches  pocket, 
for  aught  I  know — that  part  which  it  is  bis  busi- 
ness to  keep  from  the  eyes  of  the  nation  ?  Now, 
what  is  our  situation?    A  brave  Senator,^  with 
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oar  doors  open,  oalU  the  atteatioQ  of  tb«  House 
to  an  amphibioos  and  ambiffuous  Messaf^e,  pKBrt 
secret  sdq  part  public.    And  is  this  the  situation 
in  which  ffeDtleroea  would  put  us?    Are  we  thus 
to  be  knocVed  down  with  the  hammer  of  Ezeco- 
ixje  infallibility  ?    I  hope  not*    When  that  Mes- 
sage oame^  on  the  17th  of  January,  how  Iod^  had 
we  been  m  conclaye?     I  believe  a  fortnight? 
When  did  the  despatches  arrive  ?    I  undertake  to 
si^y,  because  I  know  it,  it  was  prior  to  the  2CUh  of 
December,  because  I  made  proper  inquiry  at  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State^  where  I  bad  my- 
self reeei?ed  despatches  from  Loidon.    What  are 
the  contents  of  tnose  despatches  ?    Did  they  ad- 
▼  oeate  the  course  this  House  has  pursued,  or  a 
course  totally  different  1    And  yet  that  very  Mes- 
sage has  been  quoted,  under  the  idea  that  no  man 
eould  say  to  the  contrary,  and  that  we  would  sink 
beneath  the  weight  of  its  authority.    Those  de- 
spatches came  to  this  country  before  the  20th  day 
of  December.    On  that  day  I  returned  from  Bal- 
timore, and  received  a  communication  from  their 
author  of  a  conte^poraneous.date.    I  have  called 
at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  was 
inlbrmed,  by  the  head  of  that  Department,  that 
they  had  both  arrived  at  the  same  time.    And  it 
wlis  when  (discovered  that  the  bead  of  the  second 
Department  under  the  Government  did  not  know 
they  were  in  existence,  much  less  that  his  opinion 
on  them  had  not  been  consulted,  that  I  declared, 
what  I  repeat,  that  there  is  no  Cabinet.    You 
have  no  Cabinet.    What !  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
Ury  Department— a  vigorous  and  commanding 
Blateeman,  a  practical  statesman,  the  benefit  <? 
whose  wisdom  and  experience  the  nation  fondly 
believes  is  always  obtained  before  the  great  meas- 
ures of  the  Qovernment  are  taken — unacquainted 
with,  and  oneonsolted  on,  important  despatches, 
and  yet  talk  of  a  Cabinet !    Not  merely  uncon- 
•ulted,  but  ignorant  of  the  doeiianoots !   Well,  the 
aet  passed,  and  on  the  16th  of  January,  was  sent 
to  the  other  House,  and  on  the  17th,  despatches 
eame  which  might  have  materially  changed  the 
decision  of  the  House.    And  am  t,  feeling  this, 
and  knowing  the  House  had  been  trilkd  with,  to 
be  denounced  for  telling  you,  if  you  had  had  the 
necessary  iAformatioB,  yowr  deciatoa  would  have 
been  4ifferettt  from  what  It  was?    I  know  thia; 
ibr  many  sreotlemen  who  voted  for  the.  measure 
adopted,  told  me  their  voles  would  have  been  <Uf* 
Sn'ent,  had  they  bad  the  necessary  information.   I 
eav,  the  decision  of  the  House,  if  we  had  known 
what  we  ought  to  have  known,  and  which  had 
been  recdved  foul  weeks  before,  would  have  been 
different ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  nying,  there 
M  no  Cabinet,  when  I  see  a  man.  second  to  none 
lor  vigorous  understanding,,  and  practical  good 
sanae,  ou^ed  from  it.    Isay,as  I  have  said  before, 
if  tbe  Executive  wants  our  conidence,  let  him 
give  08  his.    But,  when  we  are  exohided  from  his 
eouddeBce,  let  him  not  demand  ours.    I  wiH  not 
i[ive  mine  on  these  terms,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  so.    Yes.  sir.  I  now  say,  with  open 
doors,  what  I  said  when  your  doors  were  shot,  and 
vhat  I  believe,  that  it  is  not  for  the  master  and 
*^te  (and  I  speak  it  without  di^iagement  to 


any  vaan)  in  bad  weather,  to  go  below,  and  \etve 
the  management  of  the  ship  to  the  cook  tod  cabii^ 
boy.  The  nation  expects  to  knew,  tbe^  beliefe 
tbey  do  know,  the  opinion  of  the  Executive.  Bat 
do  they  know  it  ?  Where  have  they  get  it  1  Does 
it  appear  in  this  string  of  resolutioos?  Have  m 
the  o|)inion  of  the  President  ?  Have  we  bisCoi- 
stitutional  recommendation  ?  No !  yon  have  no- 
thing. Let  the  Clerk  produce  the  budget  1  Bat,  we 
shall  be  told  that  this  House  has  a  right  to  giro  a 
direction  to  the  President.  Thi><t  is  the  last  refine- 
ment on  courtly  flattery.  Sball  the  House  Mt 
on  information  neither  official  or  CoBslitutiooal— 
on  the  sule  pretext  of  giving  the  Executive  a  dir 
rection,  when  they  believe  they  are  aetiag  oi 
what  gentlemen  get  upw  and  give  as  reason  to  b» 
lieve  are  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Executive?  k 
is  out  of  the  question  for  any  parsons,  whs  aie 
men  of  sttinding,  to  condescend,  under  sachci^ 
cumsunces,  to  do  the  work  of  the  Cabinet  or  the 
water-^^loset.  No!  tools  must  be  found ;  and  to 
such  tools,  such  work  will  be,  as  it  has  been  nai- 
formly  committed.  I  do  not  only  say  the^  mitt 
be,  but  that  they  have  been  found.  Bat,  at  tbc 
threshold  of  evervthing  I  can  offer,  I  am  metl>y 
these  Nestorsof  the  land,  by  these  old  coecbmea, 
who  love  the  smack  of  the  whip)  who  talk  of  oli 
times,  of  the  stamp  act,  of  the  non-inteicooras 
and  other  Revolutionary  acts.  But,  let  Be  (ell 
gentlemen,  this  is  all  violence  and  deelamation. 
You  would  not  suppose  that  the  maxims  of  Ches- 
terfield had  been  studied  by  the  gen tlemaa  from 
Pennsylvania--^nd  yet,  the  fact  is,  that  manner 
is  everything.  But,  1  beg  you  to  eompve  tbc 
matter  I  bave  offered,  with  the  mild,  meek,  ai4 
peaceable  sentiments  of  gentlemen.  Because  one 
gentleman  has  delivered  his  sentiments  in  a  voice 
that  freezes  before  it  reaches  this  quarter  of  dn 
House,  and  another  mumbles  out,  "confiscate  the 
national  debt,^  does  that  affect  the  priociple  K 
issue!  And  because  another  man,  widt  some 
warmth,  recommends  a  different  coorse|aref«^ 
tberelbre,  to  stone  and  crueily  him? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  whoa 
I  have  alluded,  has  told  us  what  the  quasiiea  he 
tween  this  oouifttry  and  Ghreat  Brkaio  is.  Heia^ 
it  does  not  respect  enemy's  property,  but  tbeeet* 
onial  trade.  He  says  that  the  tobacio  aadlwri 
the  rice  and  cotton,  transported  by  oor  vssseK 
come  as  much  mthin  the  question  gmad^fMmj 
property,  as  the  colonial  trade.  But  is  there  aif 
prcsumpthre  evidence  that  the  rice^  the  cottoa,  the 
tobacco,  or  any  other  actioles  of  Americangiowta 
that  are  carried  by  our  vessels,  are  enemy's  pfop* 
erry  ?  There  is  none.  Now  take  the  other  side 
of  the  question.  Recollect  that  Holland,  ^"^ 
and  Spain,  have  not  a  ship  on  the  oenan ;  that  tM 
coffee,  sugar,  and  cotton,  of  their  colonies,  whio 
find  their  way  to  Europe,  must  go  there  under  the 
oovef  of  a  neutralflag.  What  is  the  presumptioBT 
That  a  large  part  of  those  productions,  thus  tsaif 
portedy  are  relativel]r  to  Britain  enemy  property. 
How  isa  discrimination  to  bemade  between  thai* 
products  which  are,  and  those  which  are  not  the 
propeHy  of  an  enemy  1  Is  it  not  a  feet  that  a  w« 
<tiareputaMe  neii^iboia  wUk  bring  a  sligna  m  « 
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wbole  neighborhood?    Will  aay  num  deny  the 
iket?    Arc  the  Freoeh  and  Spanish  oolooies  in- 
deptndeat  7    And  what  is  the  iaet  ?    That  under 
the  neotral  flag  the  whole  of  the  imneaself  Yal- 
nabke  produetitms  of  those  colonies  And  a  convey- 
aaee.     What  do  we  say  ?    That  we  have  a  right 
to  carry  those  productions  from  the  eokmies  to 
the  beliigcfent  nations?    No-— we  say,  the  bring- 
iBg  them  to  the  United  8tates  and  joying  duties 
mi  them,  neiitralisea  the  property.    Bot  do  they? 
locHsiMMedly  not.    The  moaient  yon  concede  the 
point  that  yoe  cannot  carry  on  a  dkeet  trade,  it 
Mcomes  ft  question  no  Jonger  of  principle*-*but  a 
^CMBtLMi  on  which  yon  must  treat  oa  the  groaad 
of  expediency.    And  yoa  must  treat'*--yott  will 
tfcftt*— lelative  to  it.    There  is  one  consideration, 
which,  whether  it  has  or  has  not  engaged  the  at- 
temtioQ  of  gentkmen,  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
ftttd  that  iBj  that  onr  hull^  productions  can  be  car- 
netl  hy  only  two  Powers  in  the  world — by  our- 
selves or  GreatBritain.    No  other  nation  possesses 
the  tonnage.    Go  then  into  war  with  Oreftt  Britain, 
and  where  will  yoo  find  the  tonnage  to  carry  yonr 
prodoets  ?    You  cannot  find  it.    But,  on  the  other 
tend,  the  British  fabrics  may  be  brought  in  Dan- 
ish  bottoms.     There   will  be  neutral  tonnage 
eoongh  to  bring  to  your  doors  the  productions  of 
Britain.    But  where  wiU  you  6  nd  the  aestral  ton- 
nwc  to  cariY  your  produce  abroad  ? 

We  are  told  that  this  is  not  a  war  measitre;  that 
Grotiosand  Pnffeadorf.  and  other  distinguished 
ciTtlians,  hare  decided  that  it  is  a  pacific  measure. 
Bat  it  unfortunately  happens  that  great  statedmen, 
OB  the  theatre  of  active  life,  will  not  snfier  tbem- 
selvea  to  be  dictated  to  br  the  mumble rs  of  anti- 
q«it]r ;  and  gentiemen,  who  will  not  be  governed 
6f  etreuastances,  who  exclaim  Jiat  jvMtitia  ruat 
emhtm^  most  be  content  with  making  diagrams  in 
their  eloeeis,  while  these  active  sialeHmen  are  de- 
eidinff  the  destiny  of  nations.  The^r  tell  us  they 
have  Gfoiious  and  Paftndorfat  th^r  backs ;  but 
I  would  rather  have  at  my  baek  the  pone  comto- 
tmt  of  the  tea  milts  sqoare,  weak  aQd  inefficient 
aa  1  know  it  to  be.  Yes,  it  is  too  tree,  the  gentle- 
mea  will  not  listea  for  a  momeilt  to  eiroumstaoeas. 
It  is  ia  vain  that  we  eay  Ch-eat  Bcitain  is  afflbed^ 
thai  she  has  a  fleet  in.  the  West  iadies--4hat  she 
has  «  ahip  over  every  sfoare  league  hi  the  ooeao. 
They  wli  aot  coasider  the  propensity  of  aa  arra- 
adnatioa  to  strike.  They  will  Irntea  oaly  tonews- 
jNipers  and  pamjihiels,  ind  ciroolnr  letters.  Put- 
ting'  all  these  things  out  of  oonadecatioA,  they  are 
for  playing  the  part  of  Bobadil.  They  trill  aot 
leMBi  that  etrcomstanoea  always  govern  political 
mcft—^heypersistiatheirahstract  theories.  These 
lianatiaa  and  LdUipntian  polities  will  not  do. 
Whaiate  geatlemea  about  ?  While  they  are  dis- 
pvtioc  whether  the  egg  sliall  be  broken  at  the  big 
or  ikttt  cad^  and  whether  the  Committee  sMl  be 
diaoharged  from  the  resfdotion  ia  the  House,  or 
the  HoBse  shall  first  go  into  eoauniitee,  and  the 
ieaaliHioD  he  there  discharged,  they  ate  .parsain^ 
mrasnrfis  which  will  be  felt  in  Britain,  tod  which 
will  forcibly  redact  oa  onnelves.  The  gentleman 
froaa  idassaehttsetts  (Mr.  GnowifiMaNiELD)  has 
told  «a  what  he  woukiy  and  what  ha  would  aot  do, 


if  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  Eepoblio  of  8t*  Marino. 
We  would  suppose  from  this  declaration  that  lue 
was  an  in  habitant  of  Blefusco,  abut  to  carry  on  war 
with  Lilliput.  Such  a  man  may  be  celebrated  aa 
a  seamen,  and  may  be  able  to  make  an  able  first 
Lord  of  tbe  Admiralty  over  a  fleet  pf  privateers; 
but  as  a  politician  he  is  a  LUiipotian  delegate. 

Bot  we  are  told  again,  that  this  Is  a  peace  mea- 
sure, and  that  we  ourselves  are  the  belligerent  plit- 
ties,  who  style  it  a  war  measure.    One  of  ihe  pi^ 
foufideat  statesmen  told  Jos^  the  Second,  one 
of  your  gimcrack  iden,  that  if  he  should  aUempt 
to  force  the  navijipatUn)  of  the  Scheldt,  the  fort 
would  fire  u{>on  him.    What  said  Joseph  ?    IwlU 
not  stoop  to  time  and  circa mslanoe»<«-he  talked  of 
aamral   rights,  and  go  he  wonld — &e  .  Duteh 
would  never  dare  to  fire.    Compare  the  relative 
situation  of  the  little  Republic  of  Holland  When 
her  dap  of  glory  have  passed  away,  when  she  has 
fallen  mto  the  liands  of  a  conqaerer — compare  her 
present  situation  with  that  she  enjoyed  befoce  the 
wings  of  her  power  were  clipped  by  France.    The 
Kroperor  Joseph  seat  out  hu  fleets,  and  the  only 
inleiii^noe  he  received  of  their  £i^  was  that  the 
Dutch  had  fired.    He  deemed  it  iropc^sible— -he 
could  not  believe  that  the  little  Rc^putdic  of  Hol- 
land should  fire  on  the  Austrian  Eagle.  Hethougfat 
as  ffentlemea  think,  and  he  was  deceived;  and  yoo 
will  he  deceived  too.    For  this  commercial  prin- 
ciple js  not  a  principle  of  peace,  but  of  war.    Uen* 
tlemen.  may  go  to  Carlhagd,  if  they  please,  stop 
at  Genoa,  and  ^ass  on  to  London,  and  they  wiU 
invariably;  find  it  so }  and  they  will  find  each  of 
those  nations  commercial  in  proportion  as  they 
wer$  warlike,  and  warlike  in  proportion  as  they 
wer^  couMaeicial.    And  why  do  commerce  aad 
war  go  hand  in  hand,  but  because  commerce  al- 
ways disposes  the  nation  to  go  to  war,  which  ia 
not  disposed  to  give  up  a  luerativia  trade  ?    The 
idea  of  the  pacific  tendency  df  oommeroe  is  a  ineie 
igtdBfatwit.   We  find  Holland  ceaaed  to  be  a#ieat 
commercial  Power,  when  ahe  oeased  to  be  able  to 
fight  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  UngliAd. 
But  I  shall  be  told,  whithersoever  it  may  lead 
as.  this  spirit  of  cooamefdal  mottopol!^  ought  never 
to  be  extlngaished— I  shall  hft  told  it  is  a  beat  prin- 
eipie  lo  crotuih  even  ia  necessity ;  that  wie  oiight 
to  set  not  only  reasoa  aad  common  seaae  at  defi- 
ance^ but  likewise  necessity,  which  knows  no  UW| 
hot  (ireserihes  law  to  all.    Well,  I  am  ffee  toeoa- 
iees^  if  this  isaertioQ  is  aot  beyond  my  eoitiprehen- 
sion,  I  have  for  the  first  time  ia  my  llfefeand  the 
Naaon  of  the  planter^  servant,  who,  on  beiaa  tsked 
what  Iras  liw  matter  with  his  herse,.aatd  ne.WM 
ashanaed  beoa/itse  he  was  dead.    The  poor  aniaMl 
had  taj^toriously  crouched  to  the  base  principle  of 
ne«es8ity,.aad  had  given  up  the  ghost,  ttben  he 
ought  to  have  kept  the  field.    And  this  is  what 
we  are  calltd  upon  to  do  by  gentlemen  who  will 
aet  acknowledge  the  law  of  necessity,  aad  who 
seeut  it  as  a  prmcinle  which  it  does  not  become 
as  to  act  upon.    It  these  notions  ate  to  j^vail, 
let  us  take  Don  Claixotte  as  our  first  miaister  of 
8tate,and  Sancho  Panzaasthedeeend  in  command. 
These  are  the  natural  hands  to  hold  the  reins  of 
Qoretnmtnty  in  case  all  regard  to  the  principle  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


775 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


776 


H.ofR. 


Nm-Importation  of  Goods  Jrom  Great  Britain, 


March,  1806. 


necesaity  is  disclaimed.  I  hope  gentlemen,  who 
hold  ibis  doctine,  ne^er  mean  to  die,  to  sleep,  or 
to  weep  at  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  men,  or  in 
any  other  respect  acknowledge  the  base  principle 
of  necessity.  But  I,  who  profess  to  yield  a  com- 
pliance not  only  to  the  laws  of  necessity,  but  of 
probabilities,  and  who  consider  politics  as  only  a 
science  of  probabilities,  can  no  longer  find  a  me- 
dium between  myself  and  those  who  disclaim  all 
regard  to  the  laws  of  necessity,  and  am  obliged  to 
confess  that  I  am  among  the  number  of  those  who 
would  negotiate  with  Qreat  Britain. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  tedious  time  the 
Committee  must  have  had  in  listening  to  my  re- 
marks—not more  so,  1  assure  you,  to  them  than  to 
myselll    I  am  aware  of  the  arguments  offered  di- 
rectly out  of  doors,  and  indirectly  in  this  House, 
against  the  course  which  I  believe  it  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  pursue.    One  of  the  first 
causes  of  surprise  which  presented  itself  to  me  on 
coming  to  the  seat  of  Qovernment  was«  that,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  thought  all  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  all  eyes 
were  in  fact  fixed  on  the  half-way  house  between 
this  and  Oeoreeiown — that  the  question  was  not 
what  we  should  do  with  France,  or  Spain,  or  Eng- 
land,  but  who  should  be  the  next  President.    And 
at  this  moment,  every  motion  that  is  made — I  do 
not  mean,in  the  parliamentary  sense  of  the  word,at 
Ibis  place — is  made  with  a  view  to  the  occupation 
of  that  House.    And  it  is  for  this  reason  that  cer- 
tain men  are  to  be  put  down,  and  certain  men  are 
to  be  put  up.    As  I  have  said  before,  I  have  con- 
ceived it  the  greatest  happiness  attendant  on  the 
Government  of  this  people,  that  all  their  political 
relations,  the  diflferent  parties  and  their  connexions 
and  bearings  and  eflfects,  could  be  debated  in  the 
face  of  the  nation.    Now,  we  are  told  from  good 
authority,  that  there  is  a  ceruin  party  called  the 
Federal  party,  and  that  there  arc  other  parties  in 
the  United  States,  called  Republican  parties.  Well, 
sir;  certain  gentlemen  have  been  held  up  as  wil- 
ling to  court  the  attention  and  support  of  the  Fed- 
eral party — men  by  whom  no  villain  has  been 
spared,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  he  may — 
men  by  whom  no  villany  has  been  spared,  to  what- 
ever party  it  may  have  atuched.    So  much  for 
Federalism.    There  is  anotherquestion  relative  to 
what  is  generally  called  quiddism.    I  am  willing 
to  meet  gentlemen  on  that  ground.    If  we  belong 
to  the  third  party,  be  it  so.    I  am  willing  to  meet 
them  on  other  ffround. 

[There  was  here  a  loud  call  to  order,  in  which 
Mr.  Thomas  joined.  The  Spbaker  decided  that 
Mr.  RANnoLPH  was  in  order.  An  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  House,  who  confirmed  his  decision.] 
Mr.  RANnoLPH  proceeded.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  the  respite  he  has  given  me,  as  I 
really  felt  much  exhausted.  1  knew  where  the 
shoe  pinched.  I  will  take  gentlemen  on  ano- 
ther principle — on  the  principle  of  Burrism,  as  it 
iscalled.  Will  gentlemen  attack  usonthatground? 
Will  they  say  we  are  the  rotten  part  of  the  Re- 
publican party — the  go-between  of  any  sects — the 
solicitors  of  any  oflSce— the  tools  of  any  faction? 
Nov,  sir,  on  the  sutgect  of  Federalism— I  mean 


no  imputation  to  anv  man  or  party  of  men-^Te 
we  the  advocates  or  Federsliftm?  Does  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  especially  the  DepartmeDt  of  the 
Navy,  or  does  it  not,  administer  the  Goveromem 
on  tne  principle  of  Federalism?  Has  that  De- 
partment ever  been  administered,  or  can  it  be  id- 
ministered  on  principles  more  Federal?  Then 
is  another  department— the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment— the  sweetest  engine  ever  put  into  tbe  bands 
of  an  unprincipled  man.  Are  we  for  admioister- 
ing  the  €k>vernment  on  principles  of  Bormm'? 
This  is  a  delicate  subject — I  speak  with  a  fnU con- 
sciousness that  it  is.  Now  for  the  lastitiii,  Yazoo- 
ism.  Are  we  Tazoo  men  ?  Have  oor  enemies 
ever  charged  us  with  this? 

[Mr.  Randolph  here  made  an  allosioa,  which 
from  the  noise  in  the  House  was  not  heard,  (o  a 
misconception  by  Messrs.  Sumter  and  Mamoi 
of  a  previous  remark  made  by  him  relative  to  mi- 
litia generals — and  then  asked— Is  thereatnantbat 
would  disdain  to  sit  aside  of  such  men?  The 
allusion  1  made  was  fully  understood;  but  those, 
whom  it  fitted,  were  willing  to  shift  it  from  their 
own  shoulders  on  those,  whom  it  did  no  fit] 

I  am  really  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  fur  the  time  I 
have  occupied.  When  I  came  into  the  Hoose 
yesterday,  it  appeared  to  me  as  if  the  proposition 
before  us  was  to  appoint  a  board  of  commissiooen 
to  settle  the  account  current  of  every  member  wiih 
the  House.  We  heard  a  great  deal  of  paJareraod 
blarney ;  but  of  that  description  which  ean  neret 
take  me  in.  I  abjure  it.  I  raise  my  hand  against 
it— I  will  never  become  its  dope,  lam  willing 
to  allow  that  in  the  heat  of  debate,  expreniois 
improper  for  me  to  use,  but  not  improper  in  their 
application  to  those  to  whom  they  referred,  nuf 
have  escaped  me — ;he  verba  ardaUia  of  an  hon- 
est mind.  I  scorn  to  retract  them.  They  were 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  nation,  and  ia  ^ 
presence  I  will  defend  them.  1  will  never  snim 
whatever  may  be  the  result.  I  have  mored  thU 
the  Committee  rise,  with  a  perfect  knowledges 
the  existing  circumstances.  I  knew  the  mooeDt 
we  adjourned  over  on  Saturday,  that  thecdd^ojt 
would  be  repeated,  that  gentlemen  would  Katlie 
Lord — agree  upon  some  given  principle,  that  lu 
might  ffo  together.  And  I  have  not  beea  disM* 
pointed.  But  it  is  £or  you  to  say,  whether  n  thtf 
moment,  when  you  are  watching  your  daily  •" 
nightly  mails  for  news  from  Barope,  ^^^f 
are  osciUating  between  Bonaparte  and  the  eotu* 
tion — you  are  prepared  to  decide  ullioi»««f  * 
this  subject.  I  feel  for  one  that  I  am  dol  As  to 
the  accusation  of  being  the  apologist  of  Brittifi| 
it  is  the  idlest  charge  that  ever  was  made.  Wh^^ 
first  took  a  seat  in  this  House  I  was  ^^'^^ 
with  being  a  French  partisan,  becaose  I  o^i^ 
those  men  w.hothen  held  the  reins  of  Ooveroivv 
in  their  hands  in  their  measures  for  ^^^^Jg 
into  war  with  that  nattoa ;  and  now  that  laDf 
pursuing  the  same  course  towards  Great  ^'^i 
which  I  was  then  in  favor  of  porsuiog  to«*f 
France,  I  am  charged  with  being  theapojoftft^ 
Britain.  To  this  denunciation  I  am  ^'''||^ J^ 
submit,  which  all  men  must  submit  to  who  »* 
not  willing  to  risk  the  peace  of  their  eoantry* 
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Mr.  Nicholson. — I  second  the  motioO;  on  a 
principle  which  has  jBroverned  me  ever  since  the 
beffinning  of  this  session.  This  subject  was  early 
referred  to  a  select  committee  on  a  motion  offered 
by  myself,  with  a  view  that  the  fullest  light  mig[ht 
be  thrown  on  the  subject  of  our  differences  with 
Great  Britain,  and  because  I  believe  it  so  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  revenue  and  prosperity  of 
tne  nation,  it  was  that  I  wished  it  to  be  examined 
by  a  committee  whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to 
pay  a  particular  attention  to  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  Grovernment.  I  had  another  object  in  view, 
which  was  that  the  subject  might  not  be  hurried! 
I  was  of  opinion  that  our  differences  with  Britain 
ought  not  to  be  speedily  acted  upon ;  but  after  the 
subject  had  rested  for  some  time  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  were,  on  the 
motion  of  some  gentlemen  when  I  was  absent, 
di5cbarged  from  Us  further  consideration.  On 
my  way  to  this  place,  after  an  absence  for  which 
leave  had  been  granted,  I  met  with  a  proposition 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  goods  from 
Briuin.  I  was  never  so  struck  wita  astonish* 
ment  in  my  life*  If  I  had  heard  that  the  Capitol 
had  tumbled  into  ruins,  I  should  not  have  been  ao 
much  astonished. 

This  proposition  produced  several  others,  one 
of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit.    As  I  have 
before  said,  I  submitted  this  proposition  to  meet 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
the  House  and  people  of  this  country  might  take 
into  view  its  whole  dourse  and  bearing;  and  that 
they  might  see  the  manner  in  which  the  revenue 
-was  likely  to  be  affected  by  it.    I  am  happy  it 
has  produced  this  effect.    Gentlemen  after  debat- 
JDg  this  proposition  are  willing  on  all  hands  now 
to  lay  it  aside.    When  I  understood  it  was  to  be 
called  ua  I  begged  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Taola  to  let  it  Tie — I  was  anxious  to  postpone  it  as 
long  as  possible.    I  was  of  opinion  that  our  better 
course  was  to  rise,  if  we  were  to  meet  only  four 
months  hence.    It  is  on  the  same  principle  that  I 
now  advocate  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  and 
should  we  now  rise,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  consider- 
ed for  a  long  time.    I  have  been  uniformly  of  the 
opinion,  that  if  we  take  measures  with  Britain,  it 
ought  to  be  the  last  act  of  the  session.    I  think  we 
ooght  to  wait  for  news  from  Europe.    We  have 
had  information,  though  in  some  measure  of  a 
priv^ate  nature,  affording  us  reason  to  hope  that 
there  will  be  no  occasion  to  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties.   Knowing  this,  and  that  our  affairs  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  second  to  none 
in  tbis  country,  I  cannot  believe  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity to  act  as  speedily  as  some  gentlemen  wi:ih 
to  do  on  tbis  subject.    In  offering  these  observa- 
tions, I  mean  not  to  be  understood  as  abandoning 
the  proposition  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit. 
In  my  judgment  it  is  the  best  of  those  offered.    If 
"we  do  anything  I  think  we  had  best  adopt  it,  but 
I  do  not  think  we  are  yet  {Prepared  to  act  on  it. 
We  have  at  least  six  weeks  yet  to  sit,  for  if  we 
adjourn  before  the  first  of  May,  it  will  be  the  short- 
est first  session   under  the  Government.    Why 
then  this  hurry — when  there  is  a  negotiation  de- 
pending, and  when  information  may  be  received 


within  ten  days,  which  may  entirely  chan^  our 
course  ?  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  am  for  the 
Committee  rising;  because  I  believe  that  the  late 
events  in  Europe  will  have  such  an  effect  on 
Britain,  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  our  Minister 
to  settle  our  affairs  with  her  amicably;  and  if  so^ 
I  shall  be  verv  happy.  I  was  so  far  from  being 
impressed  with  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  act 
speedily  on  this  subject,  that  I  was  prepared  t» 
fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  so  as  to  prevent  it 
from  taking  effect  before  the  first  of  January.  I 
flatter  myself  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  tbatr 
we  shall  refuse  to  take  up  the  subject  for  some 
time. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  cannot  see  what  we  are  to  geC 
by  the  Committee  rising.  If  I  entertained  the 
same  ideas  with  the  genUeman  from  Maryland,  I 
should  be  for  a  course  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
which  he  recommends.  He  says  we  have  an  im- 
portant negotiation  depending,  and  that  we  may 
daily  expect  to  hear  from  our  Minister  on  that 
subject.  If  there  is  a  probability  of  a  successful 
termination  of  the  negotiation,  can  the  measures 
we  now  take  have  any  bearing  upon  it?  The 
gentleman  says  he  is  prepared  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  first  of  January.  What  effect  will  this 
have?  If  the  negotiation  be  depending^  it  will 
show  our  Minister  and  the  British  Administration 
the  voice  of  the  nation.  It  is  no  matter  then  how 
soon  we  take  our  measures — the  sooner  the  better* 
I  have  no  idea  the  negotiation  has  terminated  at 
this  moment,  or  will  terminate  until  we  have 
taken  our  measures.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  rise,  but  that  we  shall  take  up  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  which 
I  shall  ffive  my  most  hearty  approbation, 

Mr.  J.  Clay  then  withdrew  his  motion,  obsenr- 
ing  that  he  was  not  anxious  that  the  resolution 
he  had  offered  should  be  acted  on  immediately. 

Mr.  Alston  renewed  the  motion  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, prohibiting,  after  a  particular  time,  the  im- 
portation of  certain  specined  articles  from  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  again  moved  that  the  Com- 
mitte  should  rise.    Motion  Inst— yeas  58  nays  62. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Alston's  motion, 
and  the  Committee,  without  a  division,  agreed  to 
take  up  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Nich- 
olson. 


Friday,  March  14. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Peters  and  others,  proprie- 
tors of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Washings 
ton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  prayinff  that  an  act  may  be 
passed  to  authorize  the  recording,  in  the  Snrreyor^s 
oflice  of  the  city,  of  all  divisions  of  squares  into 
lots,  or  subdivisions  of  lots  already  laid  ofi*;  and 
that  a  certified  transcript  thereof  may  be  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere.— Referred  to  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Ma- 
GRUDER,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer. 

A  petition  of  Bushrod  Washington  and  Law- 
rence Lewis,  of  the  State  of  Vlrginia^cliDg  ex- 
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fOtttors  of  ihe  will  of  General  George  Washing- 
ton, in  behalf  of  themselves  an4  the  other  devisees 
finder  the  said  will,  was  presented  to  the  House 
lUBid  read,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  the 
purpose  of  confirming  the  title  of  the  said  execu- 
tors 10  certain  lands  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
river  Ohio,  on  or  near  the  Little  Miaroa,  granted 
^  their  testator,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  by  the  said  State  of  Virginia, 
tnd  which  are  found  to  be  within  the  territory 
aeded  by  the  said  State  to  the  United  States.— * 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion 
made  yesterday,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
«*  That  Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his  claim :" 

Be$Qlvedf  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 

Sme,  and  that  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clocl^ 
t  assigned  for  that  purpose. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appointment 
9?  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  con^ 
•ider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
dooe  by  Congress,  the  present  session :  Where- 
upon, 

M$9olvedi  That  this  House  doth  9gree  to  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  John 

SANDOLPH,  Mr.  Greog,  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  and 
T.  CaowNiNSHlBLn,  be  appoioted  a  committee, 
on  the  part  of  this  House.  ,    ,    „ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  Peler  Landais "  with  an 
fjpaendments  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
ir^itee  9(  this  House, 

IMPORTATIONS  PROM  GREAT  BRITAOT. 

Mf .  AbSTOH  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  Houae  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Coauoittee  of 
<ha  Whole  on  tba  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr»  Cu4«K  moved  to  postpone  this  order  till 
Moaday* 

The  Speakbr  declared  it  out  of  order  to  post- 
pone such  an  order  of  the  day. 

Tha  qufttion  of  going  into  a  Committee  was 
tben  put  and  carriedk-yeas  70. 

Toe  Committee  having  agreed  to  take  up  the 
■eaolution  submiued  by  Mr.  rfioHOLaoN — 
.  Mr.  MuBiroRo  said:  Mr.  Chairman^  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  I  rise  to  speak  on  this  question,  I 
am  a  merchant,  unaccustomed  to  speak  in  a  pub- 
lic body.  But,  sir,  when  I  see  the  dearest  inter- 
esu  of  my  country  unjustly  attacked  by  a  foreign 
nation,  I  must  b^  the  indu^aca  of  this  Com- 
Vftittee  while  I  express  my  sentimenu  on  the  se- 
rious aspect  of  our  foreign  relations.  Sir,  I  do 
Dot  wish  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of  any  nation. 
I  havA  BO  predilection  for  one  foreign  nauon  more 
(ban  another*  I  shall  endeavor  to  speak  the  ian- 
fUSjge  of  an  independent  American. 

^r,  I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  ninth 
.Coogrsis  of  the  United  States  had  assembled  to 
deliberate  on  the  momentous  affaire  of  their  coun- 
try as  Americans;  but,  sir,  it  fives  me  paio,  and 
I  xci^ret  extremely;,  to  see  gentlemen  so  far  forget 
(he  mterest  of  th^  own  country  in  defending  the 


pretended  rights  of  others.  That  there  should  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  our  own  regu- 
lations, was  to  be  expected,  but  when  your  Uwfol 
commerce  is  attacked  by  what  the  honorable  geih 
tieman  from  Virginia  so  emphatically  terms '^tbt 
Leviathan  ol  the  Ocean,"  and  attacked,  U)o,  con- 
trary to  their  own  acknowledged  principles,  u 
laid  down  in  the  correspondence  between  your 
late  worthy  Minister,  Mr.  King,  and  the  Briiish 
Minister,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  1  begr  leave  U)  call 
on  the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  the  Boston  me- 
morial which  relates  to  that  correspondence. 
[The  Clerk  read  the  article.*] 


•  « In  1801,  in  consequence  of  a  decree  of  the  Vice 
Admiraltv  Court  at  Nassau,  oondemning  the  caifo  of 
an  Amencan  vessel  going  from  the  United  StatMto  t 
port  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  with  a  caigo  coBtisting  of 
articles  the  growth  of  old  Spain,  our  highly  reaj)ectif 
ble  and  able  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London  im^ 
diatcly  addressed  Loid  Hawkesbuiy,  H»  Mtjestfi 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  and  remonstrated  in  tr^ 
spectful,  but  firm  and  dignified  manner,  against  thii 
infringement  and  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals. 

"  The  remonstrance  met  thai  prompt  atteatioQ  frm 
thd  British  Government  whidi  iU  merits  demsBdejM 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  ctmsidcration  of  thi 
Advocate  General,  who  reported  that  the  ssntsBceof 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  at  Na«»u  was  fooacWui 
error;  *at  it  was  now  (1801)  distinctly  undenjood, 
and  had  been  repeatedly  so  decided  by  the  High  Cooit 
of  Appeals,  that  the  produce  of  Ae  coloniet  ofw 
enemy  may  be  imported  by  a  neutral  into  hn  o^ 
country,  and  may  he  re*exported  from  thence  eten  » 
the  mother  country  of  such  colony ;  snd  in  like  mi^ 
ner,  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  mothw 
country  may,  in  this  circuitous  route,  legally  find  tm 
way  to  the  colonies ;  that  a  dh-ect  trade  had  not  be« 
recognised  as  legal,  and  the  decision  of  what  wtf^w 
was  not  a  direct  trade,  was  a  question  of  •ome  ou^ 
culty,  and  that  the  High  Court  of  Admirahy  hid  ex- 
pressly decided,  and  the  Advocate  General  saw  nowj- 
son  to  expwjt  the  Court  of  Appeals  would  J^^ 
rule,  that  landing  the  goods,  and  paying  the  dirtiM* 
the  neutral  country  breaks  the  oontmuity  «  "^TT 
age,  and  is  such  an  importation  as  legshaes  thetiiy 
although  the  goods  be  rashipped  in  the  sMW  w»» 
and  on  account  of  the  same  neutral  propneto*"^ 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  ceunt^*  ^ 

«*  The  report  of  the  Advocate  General  was  acc^ 
by  the  British  Government,  immediately  t»n^?7" 
by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King,  and  by  «»»  ^fj 
ty'e  express  oommand,  communicated  by  the  *^^^ 
Portland,  the  principal  Secretary  of  StaUj,  w 
Lords  CommiBsioners  of  the  Admlrslty,  witn  w" 
fbrmationthatitwas  His  Majesty's  plew^'^irrLrt 
doctrine  laid  down  in  the  Advocate  <^n«?^*,!^ 
should  be  immediatebr  made  known  to  .»*r^y, 
judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  •^^'^^t  hr  «k« 
them  what  is  held  to  be  Uw  upon  *h6 1«>9^^  ^ 
superior  tribunals,  for  their  future  guidance  ■«» 

Thus  ate  obtained  so  recently  as  witWn  fij*  3^ 


lecUon. 


under  di*»^ 


the  deliberate  opmions,  on  the  saigecfc  ""T^^tiie 
Bk>n,  of  the  most  emin<ait  English  cinlUns,  ami  ^ 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  corroborated  (Uo^  ^ 
first  law  officers  of  the  Crown  msy  be  ^"^ZZ^ 
the  repeated  decisions  of  the  ■•"^  5*^°!!  ^  tSJ  cs*e 
which,  by  its  late  end  oontiadictoiy  decree  >" 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


781 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


7$^ 


Hasoh,  180S. 


Nm-Imporiation  of  Qood^flrom  Oreat  BritairL 


H.ofR. 


This  it  DO  fietion,  sir;  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
fact.  After  all  this  I  must  confess  I  am  aston- 
idled  to  fiod  gentlemen  in  an  American  Congress 
palliatiDg  the  impressment  of  our  seameo,  and 
the  iodiserimioate  condemnation  of  oar  vessels 
-and  cargoes.  Are  we  prepared  to  present  an 
hamble  address  to  his  most  gracious  Majesty  on 
the  tbroney  praying  he  would  vouchsafe  to  take 
QB  in  hii  holy  keepmg,  pardon  our  former  trans- 

Eeasions,  and  accept  of  us  as  lieffe  subjects  who 
ive  erred  from  the  right  way?  No,  sir.  We 
are  not  colonists ;  we  are  an  independent  nation. 
Tour  acts  and  laws  speak  of  thirty  years  of  in- 
dependence. I  wish  we  could  conquer  our  pre- 
judices as  easilj  as  we  did  oar  enemies.  Shall 
we  nerer  get  rid  of  the  idea  of  colonisu  and  de- 
pendents on  Gkeat  Britain? 

I  shall  now  commeace  my  obserrations  on  our 
anfortunate  fellow-citizens  in  British  bondage; 
and  in  answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  whom  I  very  much  respect,  I  do  frank- 
ly acknowledge  that  amongst  all  the  petitions 
presented  Uf  jovl  by  the  merchanu  of  the  United 
States,  there  is  net  one  word  about  our  impressed 
aeaoien,  Salem  and  another  port  excepted.  But, 
m,  I  beg  leave  to  infortn  this  Committee,  and  thaf 
honoraUe  gentleman,  that  before  we  enter  our  ves- 
aria  at  the  custom-house,  we  are  called  upon  to  wit- 
ness the  recording  of  this  tale  of  human  wo  befbre 
a  notary  pablie,  stating  all  the  seamen  impressed 
d«rinff  the  ropge.  This  is  immediately  ttans- 
mtttei  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  correct- 
nesaof  which  I  refer  you  to  the  documeuu  from 
that  department  now  on  y^ur  table.  Sir,  is  it 
decorous,  is  it  candid,  is  it  liberar,  is  it  respectful 


<^  the  BsssY,  One,  has  caused  so  disastrous  an  ar- 
leetfltion  aad  eondemnatton  of  American  property. 

"  Judgment  dius  pen^icaously  stated  and  enmrced 
by  this  high  authority,  it  was  fair  to  consider  as  in- 
tended for  a  beacon  to  the  channel  through  which  neu- 
tral commerce  might  be  prosecuted  with  security.  It 
is  hoped  the  event  wUl  not  prove  they  were  a  mere 
tmia  fiMtuus  to  ensnare  the  innocent  and  unsuspi- 


**  At  any  rate,  whether  the  doctrine  were  sound  or 
not,  or  whether  it  injured  Great  Britain  or  not,  it  can- 
not become  the  integrity  and  magnanimity  of  a  great 
and  powerful  nation  at  once,  and  without  notloe,  to 
leveiae  hn  rule  of  conduct  towards  other  Statse,  aad 
to  piey  open  the  unprotected  property  of  a  friendly 
JPower,  the  eitension  of  whose  eommerce  had  been  in- 
wied  hf  the  formal  avowal  oi  her  intentions,  and  psoe- 
eevted  nader  a  reliance  on  her  good  foith,  and  from 
tbe  eonfrdence  reposed  that  her  courts,  uniform  in 
thek  principles,  would  never  be  influenced  by  the 
time-serving  politics  of  the  moment. 

**  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  for  the 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  effect  is 
notorioas.  From  her  recent  conduct  great  losses  have 
been  sustained ;  our  commerce  has  been  checked  and 
embarrassed,  and  large  quantities  of  produce  are  now 
remaining  locked  up  in  this  country  which  were  pur- 
chased for  foreign  markets,  because  our  merchants 
cannot  send  it  abroad  without  taking  ridis  on  them- 
selTee  which  prudence  would  not  justify,  or  without 
paying  stMh  rates  for  insurance  as  the  trade  of  the 
oewatiy  cannot  aflerd.** 


to  the  Committee  to  impute  such  unworthy  mo- 
tives to  the  merchants  as  we  have  heard  ex» 
pressed  on  this  floor  1  They  are  men.  sir;  and  I 
believe  candor  will  allow  them  their  share  of  sen* 
sibility^  and  that  they  sympathize  for  suffering 
humanity  as  much  as  a  planter,  a  farmer,  a  law* 
yer,  or  any  class  of  the  community.  Sir,  I  feel 
as  much  as  any  man  for  the  sufferings  of  thia 
meritorious  class  of  citizens,  having  been  an  eye* 
witness  to  the  barbarous  treatment  inflicted  by  the 
officers  of  the  -British  €k)vemment  on  one  of 
them.  He  was  lashed  to  a  scaflbhl  on  the  gun* 
wale  of  a  boat,  and  whipped  from  ship  to  ship, 
until  he  had  received  five  hundred  lashes.  What 
was  the  consequence?  He  expired  the  next 
morning.  What  was  his  crime  i  He  had  been 
impressed  into  their  cruel  bondage,  and  had  en- 
deavored to  regain  his  liberty  I  We  are  asked, 
what  is  the  remedy  for  this  outrage?  There  ia 
but  one,  sir*  Demand  satisfaction  for  the  past, 
and  in  future  make  your  flag  protect  your  citi* 
zens,  at  least  on  the  h^h  seas,  the  common  high 
road  of  all  nations.  Your  merchants  can  insure 
their  property  against  this  "Leviathan  of  the 
Ocean  f  but  therd  is  no  alternative  for  the  poor 
sailor,  be  is  inevitably  doomed  to  crael  slavery. 

I  now  eome  to  speak  of  foreign  nations.  We 
are  told  that  the  American  merchants  corer  Span** 
ish  pro[)erty.  This  maybe  the  case.  I  heueve 
it4  but  it  is  to  a  very  limited  amount.  TheSpan* 
ish  merchants  have  little  capital  at  present  to 
dispose  of.  Their  Government  owes  them  con* 
siderable  sums  of  money,  and  the  paper  cnrrenoy 
of  that  (Government  is  at  suoh  a  discount  (I  h&* 
lieve  from  40  to  50  per  cent)  that  they  are  not 
able  to  extend  their  commerce,  if  they  were  ever 
so  much  disposed  to  do  so. 

Respecting  the  French  merchants,  a  great  pro* 
portion  of  them  in  France  are  bankrupts,  in  con* 
sequence  of  heavy  taxes,  contributioits,  forced 
loans,  and  all  the  impositions  of  imperial  ingenue 
ity.  That  country  depends  not  on  commerce  for 
her  revenue;  she  collects  one  hundred  and  twen^ 
ty  millions  of  dollars  per  annnm,  of  which  twelve 
miUioos  only  are  levied  upon  commerce,  beiaji^ 
but  ten  per  cent,  on  the  whole  revenue.  Their 
merchants  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  extend 
their  business  for  want  of  a  capital,  which  is  a 
fact  that  will  be  acknowledged  by  all  commer* 
cial  men.  They  are  by  no  means  the  favorites  of 
the  Emperor ;  he  grants  them  no  indulgences,  of 
which  the  late  transactions  at  the  national  bank 
are  a  sufficient  evidenccw 

Respecting  Holland,  every  person  oooveraant 
ia  business  Imows  the  cautious  calculation  of  the 
Dutch  merchants ;  they  trade  very  little  on  their 
own  account  in  time  of  war.  but  are  constantly 
soliciting  the  American  mercnanis  to  make  con** 
sign  menu  of  property  to  sell  on  commission^ 
And  yet  we  are  told  in  that  oracle,  the  ocMraied 
pamphlet,  *<War  in  Disg;uise,''  that  France,  Sp«iaf 
and  Holland,  carry  on  the  wi  against  Qreat 
Britain  with  property  covered  by  Amertoaasl 
Will  any  rational  man  believe  them  ? 

I  now  come  to  Qreat  Britain,  sir;  not  one 
word  has  been  said  abont  propertf  coveted  for 
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her.  She  is  immaculate;  the  h  inooceDt;  she 
oao  do  DO  wroQg.  I  have  good  authority  for  this 
last  eipression.  The  KJDff  says  so,  and  others 
repeat  it.  Sir,  immediately  upon  the  coalition 
being  formed  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  she 
seized  upon  your  unsuspecting  commerce,  and 
surprised  it  with  new  principles  and  new  doc- 
trines in  her  Courts  of  Admiralty,  which  opera- 
ted with  her  ships  of  war  in  I  he  same  manner  as 
thouffh  they  had  actually  received  orders  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  (how  insidious!  but 
they  understand  decoy)  lo  capture  and  bring  in 
all  American  vessels  bound  to  enemy's  ports ;  and 
if  by  chance  anj  of  them  escape  their  fangs, 
after  a  mock  trial,  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
enormous  charges,  rrom  five  hundred  to  six  hun- 
dred guineas,  and  sometimes  more.  This  oper- 
ates as  a  premium  to  carry  in  all  your  vessels, 
knowing  beforehand  they  will  have  nothing  to 
pay;  for,  although  you  gain  yonr  cause,  you 
must  pay  the  costs.  This,  sir,  discourages  your 
cautious  and  best  merchants,  and  they  are  thus 
compelled  to  abandon  and  decline  pursuing  a  lu- 
crative and  lawful  traffic. 

If  there  be  any  property  covered  for  Gkeat  Bri- 
tain, I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  facts  I  will 
atate  to  the  committee,  that  it  appertains  almost  ex- 
clusively to  some  British  merchants  lately  adopted 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  they  take  good 
care  to  keep  all  their  business  in  their  own  hands. 
They  are  the  honest  merchants  who  own  the  hon- 
est vessels  we  have  heard  so  much  about,  and  they 
are  engaged  In  exporting  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other 
produce  of  our  conntrv.  Why  should  they  have 
the  preference  ?  it  will  be  asked.  I  will  not  tell 
you  what  I  do  not  knew,  (as  has  been  said  in  this 
Committee,)  but  I  will  tell  you  what  I  do  know. 
Sir,  the  real  American  merchants  cannot  enter 
into  competition  with  them.  They  have  their 
particular  friends  in  Bnffland,  who  are  interested, 
and  will  of  course  give  them  the  preference.  By 
a  variety  of  ways  they  obtain  all  the  freights,  to 
the  exclusion  of  your  vessels.  Sir.  we  are  often 
compelled  to  take  in  ballast  along  side  of  those 
Tery  ships  who  have  full  freights  engaged.  Thus, 
air,  the  real  American  merchant  is  the  dupe  of 
these  honest  adopted  British  citizens.  These  are 
your  slippery-eel  merchants,  so  jui<tly  denomina- 
ted by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
whose  acme  of  mind  I  much  admire.  They  were 
indeed,  sir,  so  slippery  in  some  of  your  districts, 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  pass  a  law  exclud- 
ing all  of  them  who  resided  in  foreign  countries 
from  owning  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  tor  a  number  of  them,  after  hav- 
ing made  fortunes  out  of  your  neutrality,  had 
slipped  off  to  Great  Britain  to  spend  the  money 
and  the  remainder  of  their  days.  And  in  order 
that  we  might  not  compromit  our  neutrality  in 
this  deceptive  business,  our  National  Legislature 
has  been  careful  to  pass  a  law  in  the  first  session 
of  the  eighth  Congress,  dated  27th  March,  ISO^ 
to  correct  the  abuse,  wnich  has  in  some  meajore 
put  a  check  to  it;  and  yet  we  are  emphatically 
told  it  is  onlv  coffee,  sugar,  and  East  India  goods 
that  are  guilty  of  the  sin  of  interfering  with  Bri- 


tish merchanis,  those  monopolizers  of  the  cooi- 
merce  of  the  whole  world. 

I  mention  these  facts,  sir,  to  vindicate  the  cbt- 
racter  of  the  real  American  merchaots;  it  will 
stand  the  test  with  that  of  any  other  nation  in  ths 
world.  Sir,  look  at  your  revenue  system,  examioe 
all  the  records  of  your  district  courts,  see  how  rery 
few  fines  and  forfeitures  they  have  incurred,  and 
then  compare  them  with  any  class  of  ciiizeos  yoa 
please,  and  you  will,  1  am  confident,  Mr.  Chair^ 
roauj  exculpate  them  from  such  dbiogeouoat  re- 
flections as  have  been  animadverted  upoo  in  this 
Committee.  Sir,  they  make  it  a  point  of  honor 
to  discourage  smuggling,  knowing  the  whole  rer- 
enue  of  their  country  to  depend  upon  that  fidelity 
which  they  have  never  ceased  to  inculcate.  I 
cannot  but  persuade  myself  that  on  mature  re- 
flection, centlemen  will  not  withhold  from  that 
class  of  the  community  the  protection  guarantied 
to  them  by  the  constitution  of  their  country.  It 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  this  Committee  tliat  the 
Federal  Constitution,  under  which  we  now  hold 
our  seats  in  this  House,  grew  out  of  the  great  in- 
conveniences we  then  experienced  in  our  com- 
mercial affairs  with  foreign  nations.  Surely  thef 
are  not  outlawed.  I  trust  not  sir.  I  hope  better 
treatment  from  the  hands  of  my  country. 

I  now  come  to  the  true  hbtory  and  the  cause 
of  the  aggressions  of  Great  Briuin.  It  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  trace  her  in  alt  her  ramifications  offraod 
on  your  neutrality  and  of  injustice  on  yourcooi* 
merce.  Sir,  when  the  present  continental  coali- 
tion was  concluded,  the  'Mords  of  the  ocean**  with 
that  colossus  the  Eiast  India  Company,  the  Ine^ 
chants  trading  from  London  to  the  conlioeat  of 
Europe,  the  West  India  merchants,  and  soine  of 
our  honest  adopted  citizens  from  Great  Britain^ 
all  agreed  with  common  consent  to  be  in  the  fash- 
ion ;  and  they  formed  a  coalition  against  your  com- 
merce, and  ordered  a  book  to  be  written,  in  which 
they  took  a  conspicuous  part,  called  **  War  in  Dis* 
guise."  This  was  truly  on  their  part  warindih 
guise^  and  the  first  act  of  hostility  they  commenced 
upon  your  unsuspecting  commerce |  and  1  hope 
they  may  ultimately  meet  the  fate  of  all  other 
coalitions,  at  least  as  far  as  respects  our  coao(rf<> 
Thev  haa  ordered^  as  all  coalitions  do,  a  large 
supply  of  ammunition;  one  hundred  thousand 
copies  of  this  instrument  of  death  to  your  com- 
merce were  distributed,  at  sixpence  each,  to  ail 
parts  of  the  British  dominions,  in  order  that  jfour 
property  might  be  plundered  for  the  use  ol'the 
naval  commanders,  who  could  no  longer  find  any 
other  property  on  the  ocean.  This  book  saysj  "*  they 
must  retire  on  a  handsome  competency  at  the  close 
of  the  war,"  no  matter  irom  whom  it  is  taken. 

Next  comes  the  East  India  Company,  that  colos- 
sus of  mercantile  avarice,  whose  monopoly  draws 
into  its  vortex  all  the  demand  for  East  India  pro- 
duce in  Europe.  Your  lawful  commerce  to  tbo^ 
markets  interfered  with  them,  and  was  considered 
incompatible  with  this  monopoly  and  must  be 
doomed  to  destruction. 

Next  come  the  merchants  trading  from  London 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.  They  attend  the 
public  auctions,  purchase  your  condt^maed  vessels 
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and  their  cargoes,  procure  a  license  from  their 
GoTeroment,  and  send  the  same  cargo  on  their  own 
account  to  the  very  market  your  own  citizens  in- 
tended it  for. 

I  now  come  to  some  of  those  honest  adopted 
British  merchants ;  and  in  order  to  elucidate  that 
subject,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  one  «f  the  first  houses  of  respectability  in 
London,  said  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  Min- 
ister: 

M  This  GovemmMit  has  granted  licenses  to  nentral 
TCiscli,  who  take  in  a  proportion  of  their  cargoes  in 
Great  Britain,  to  proceed  to  the  Spanish  colonies  to  the 
•ooth  of  the  line,  provided  the  returned  cargoes  are  to 
be  brought  to  thb  country ;  and  I  have  now  several  ex- 
peditions of  this  nature  under  my  direction  for  the  ac- 
count of  houses  on  the  continent,  who  prefer  subjecting 
themselves  to  the  conditions  Ministers  have  imposed 
for  the  toleration  of  that  trade,  to  the  risk  of  detention 
and  its  consequences  even  in  the  event  of  restitution." 

This  is  no  fiction,  sir,  it  is  a  fact.  It  cuts  your 
commerce  like  a  two-edged  sword,  involves  your 
Beutrality,and  prevents  your  own  merchants  rrom 
goinie  to  the  same  market,  the  profit  on  which 
ultimately  centres  in  Great  Britain.  There  are 
at  this  moment  British  agents  in  two  of  your  com- 
mercial cities,  and  I  suppose  more  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States  as  well  as  in  Europe,  for  they 
swarm  on  the  industry  of  all  nations.  They  are 
acting  in  concert  to  carry  on  this  licensed  trade 
with  the  Spanish  colonies,  their  enemies  jeopard- 
izing your  neutrality,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the 
real  American  merchants.  This  is  a  yery  valua- 
ble branch  of  coinmerce,  as  you  may  reaciily  sup- 
pose from  the  price  that  sagacious  calculating  na- 
tion sets  upon  it.  What  is  the  result  of  all  this? 
Why,  sir,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  this 
rery  Government,  so  much  extolled  at  the  expense 
of  your  own,  we  should  enjoy  the  benefit  ourselves. 
They  themselves  license  vessels  to  carry  on  a 
commerce,  which  if  pursued  by  your  citizens, 
without  their  permission,  b  sure  to  be  plundered. 
Thus,  sir,  that  Government  assails  your  commerce 
at  home,  and  condemns  it  abroad,  on  the  most 
rexatioos  and  unwarrantable  pretensions. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  an  important  fact.  Examine  your 
treaty  with  Spain,  your  treaty  with  France,  your 
treaty  with  Holland,  your  treaties  with  some  of 
the  Northern  Powers,  what  do  they  say?  "Free 
ships  make  free  goods."  What  does  Great  Brit- 
ain say  ?  "  You  shall  give  up  the  goods  of  my 
eoemiesj'  and  you  accede  to  it.  Is  this  recipro- 
cal? Is  it  just?  Is  it  not  a  humiliating  conces- 
sion? Is  this  cause  of  war?  What  says  that 
oracle,  that  celebrated  pamphlet,  on  this  occasion  ? 
Not  a  word,  sir;  it  is  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Who 
DOW  has  the  greatest  cause  of  complaint,  Great 
Britain  or  her  enemies?  Her  motto  is  "  Univer- 
sal domination  over  the  seas" — the  common  high- 
way of  all  nations — and,  unless  you  assert  your 
riebta,  you  will  be  swept  into  the  general  vortex. 
We  are  (old  that  this  is  a  war  measure.  If  it  be 
true,  and  commercial  regulations  are  of  that  na- 
ture, we  are  at  war  with  Great  Britain  at  this 
rery  moment,  for  she  imposes  four  per  cent,  on 


her  exports  to  our  c3ontry.  Yo|u  cannot  impose 
any  on  your  exports  to  that  country;  it  is  uncon* 
siitutional. 

In  the  course  of  debate  on  this  subject,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  observed :  '*  It 
'  there  a  man  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we 

*  possess  a  capital  not  only  equal  to  what  may  be 

*  called  our  own  proper  trade,  but  larse  enough 
'  to  transmit  to  the  respective  parent  States  the 
'  vast,  wealthy  products  of  the  French,  Spanish, 
'  and  Dutch  colonies  ?"  I  will  not  pretend  to  say 
how  much  of  this  wealth  we  do  carry  in  our  own 
vessels.  I  am  sure  we  do  not  transport  the  whole 
of  it ;  but  the  following  statement  of  the  capital 
employed  in  the  carrying  trade,  (so  called,)  will 
show  that  we  have  sufiicient  funds  to»  load  our 
own  vessels,  and  that  it  is  worth  our  while  to  give 
it  protection : 

Agreeably  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury's  report,  it 
appears  we  had  the  last  year,  678,000  tons  of  ship- 
pmg  employed  in  foreign  oommerce,  the  net  revenue 
of  which  has  been  called  the  carrying  trade 

$850,000 

Deduct,  to  make  it  average  with  the  tonnage 
of  the  last  thirteen  years  of  neutrality      -    105,000 

^  745,000 


Five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  of  American 
shipping  have  been  employed  in  foreign  commerce, 
per  Treasury  reports,  will  average  for  the  last  thir- 
teen years  neutrality,  calculating  at  the  low  estima^ 
tion  of  one  voyage  per  annum  (some  vessels  make 
two  voyages,  and  omen  are  lost,)  it  will  leave  an 
average  of  fourteen  doHars  per  ton  net  gain  to  the 
United  States  for  each  year,  is     -        -  f7,700,000 


Freight  to  Europe,  average t% 

East  Indies,  do 50 

Weet  Indies,  do 16 

87 
Deduct  wages,  provisiims,  commissions,^  insurance, 
Ac 45 

Average  per  ton  -       -        -        -        -        -42 

Calculating  thirteen  years  of  neutrality,  from  Febmap 
ly,  1793,  to  February,  1806,  on  560,000  tons,  the 
average,  as  above  stated,  makes  $8,445,000  per  an- 
num, gained  in  the  carrying  trade.  It  must  be  na* 
derstood  that  the  freight  b  OBilculated  on  the  produce 
of  our  own  soil,  as  well  as  the  foreign  produce  car- 
ried in  our  vessels.  No  reference  to  profit  is  made  ; 
it  is  uncertain,  but  may  be  presumed  to  be  at  least 
as  much  as  the  freight      ...  $104,445,000 

Add  to  this,  about  the  actual  capital  of  all 

the  banks  in  the  United  Sutes  •     85,000,000 

To  this  must  be  added  fifty  per  cent.,  as 
most  of  the  banks  divide  from  eight  to 
nine  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  as  they 
are  only  allowed  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  the  capital,  they  must  of  course 
loan  out  this  amount  to  the  merchants 
and  others,  which  answers  ail  the  pur- 
poses of  money         ....     17,600,000 

Total 166,946,000 
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Is  not  this  sufficient  capital  to  export  the  pro- 
duce of  our  own  soil,  and  import  that  of  other 
nations,  at  least  so  far  as  our  tonnage  extends? 
There  may  be  some  inaccuracies  in  the  above 
statements,  bat  I  beliere  they  are  substantially 
correct. 

That  celebrated  book,  "War  in  Disguise''— the 
oracle  of  some  gentlemen — asserts  that  we  do  not 
use  su^r  in  this  country.  How  far  that  is  true, 
I  will  lea  re  the  Committee  to  decide.  I  beliere 
when  the  premises  are  found  to  be  false,  we  may 
conclude  that  rery  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
the  other  assertions.  I  beliere,  sir,  that  this  book 
was  designed  to  operate  a  double  purpose ;  first, 
to  attack  your  commerce  with  one  hand,  and  with 
the  other  throw  the  firebrand  between  your  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  interests. 

Gentlemen  m^j  talk  about  a  foreign  Govem- 
AeDt  fighting  for  its  rery  existenee.  f  beliere  it ; 
but,  sir,  I  entreat  them  to  look  at  home.  See  what 
this  book  and  the  emissaries  of  that  nation  aim  to 
accomplish.  Beware  of  them !  I  believe  it  is  a 
deadly  blow  aimed  at  your  own  existence  by  pro- 
moting discord  and  dissensions  among  the  clash- 
ing  interests  of  your  extensive  country,  the  issue 
oT which  no  human  foresight  can  predict. 

After  all  this,  shall  we  not  relieve  our  citizens 
who  are  held  in  slavery?  Shall  we  let  commerce 
protect  itself ?  Shall  we  do  nothing?  Yes,  sir, 
we  will  demand  satisfaction.  The  love  of  coun- 
try is  not  yet  extinguished  in  the  breast  of  Amer- 
icans. NO;  sir,  it  is  their  birthright ;  it  is  inlie- 
rent  in  their  very  nature. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  neitral  rights 
among  nations.  Tllere  is  bo  soch  Mftg  at  this 
day.  Sir,  I  consider  them  all  alike.  Power  is 
tight.    The  following  will  show  it: 

jfhe  ship  Little  Cornelia,  belonging  to  the  dis- 
tficK  which  I  have  the  hon<Hr  to  represent,  was 
taken  and  carried  into  Great  Britain.  The  cap- 
tain informed  his  owner  she  was  likely  to  be  con- 
deniBed.  The  news  of  the  oapitnktHm  of  Ulm 
arrives;  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  is 
sospended.  A  few  days  afterwards  Lord  Nelson's 
lictory  is  announced ;  and,  when  the  conrt  met, 
she  was  condemned,  vessel  and  cargo.  You  can 
BO  more  depend  upon  the  doctrines  of  her  Courts 
of  Admiralty  than  you  can  upon  her  Ministry. 
Witness  the  correspotnfence  between  your  late 
Minister,  Mr.  King,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury.  Sir, 
there  is  a  kind  of  legerdemain  in  all  this  business 
to  filch  you  of  your  property.  Sir  William  Scott, 
whose  private  character  (out  of  office)  is  very 
much  respected,  is,  if  I  am  correctly  informea, 
one  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  it  is  there,  sir,  that 
your  neutral  rights  are  arbitrated,  according  to 
the  favorable  or  adverse  news  they  may  have  re- 
ceived. 

Sir,  I  will  not  pledge  myself  for  this  gentle- 
man's or  that  geatlemao's  resolution ;  but,  sir,  I 
will  agree  to  adopt  such  strong  measures  as  shall 
command  redress.  I  will  not  tamely  submit  to 
soch  lawless  aggressioas.  NO)  sir,  I  will  not. 
We  are  not  sent  here  to  legislate  for  any  particu- 
lar section  of  our  country;  we  are  sent  to  promote 
the  general  welfare.    I  hope,  and  do  repose  that 


confidence  in  this  honorable  body,  that  we  shall 
unite  in  one  common  cause,  and  rally  roand  our 
Constitution;  G[ive  protection  to  the  North,  to  the 
South,  to  the  East,  and  to  the  West ;  and,  as  the 
storm  threatens,  place  full  powers  in  the  hands  of 
our  political  captain  to  guide  the  ship,  weather 
out  the  storm,  and  conduct  the  bark  to  her  de- 
sired haven. 

Mr.  Cbaic  BLEB. — Mr.  Chairman,  unaccastomed 
as  I  am  to  public  speaking,  it  is  with  extreme  dif- 
fidence that  I  rise  to  make  a  few  observations  oa 
the  measures  now  under  consideration ;  bat  the 
subject  is  so  important  that  I  am  uawilliog  to 
give  a  silent  vote. 

It  appears  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  the  geQtl^ 
men  wno  have  spoken  before  m^  that  we  hare 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Brittia: 
that  she  has  impressed  our  seamen  and  compelled 
them  to  serve  on  board  her  ships  of  war.  to  the 
number  of  several  thousand  i  that  she  holds  them 
in  the  most  degrading  servitude,  and  compeii 
them  to  fight  her  battles  ag^ainst  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  that  she  has  seized 
and  condemned,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  natioo^ 
and  usage,  our  snips  and  property  to  a  very  large 
amount.  This  fact^  Mr.  Chairman,^ is  so  cfideot 
and  notorious,  that  it  would  be  trifling  with  the 
time  of  this  Committee,  were  I  to  attempt  to  in- 
troduce new  evidence  to  prove  it. 

This  point  being  conceded^  it  then  remaint  to 
be  determined  whether  we  will  tameljr  submit  to 
these  wanton  aggressions  upon  our  rights  as  aa 
independent  aud  a  neutral  nation,  or  have  recourse 
to  measures  of  some  kind  calculated  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  fatuie. 
The  firstj  Mr.  Chairman,  ouflfht  to  be  put  out  of 
the  question.  To  submit,  without  opposltifli,  to 
so  wanton  and  so  flagrant  violation  of  oar  rights, 
would  render  us  unworthy  the  name  of  Ameri- 
cans. For  what  did  we  contend  with  this  same 
Great  Britain  in  1775  and  the  succeeding  yearn 
When  we  were  few  in  numbers,  and  at  first  with- 
out arms,  without  ammunition,  without  mooefi 
or  other  established  resources,  and  without  allies? 
Sir,  a  Warren,  a  McClary,  a  "' 
Mercer,  and  a  host  of  heroes,  i 
and  died— for  what?  For  the  rigMto;  — v  ^— 
ties,  the  freedom,  and  independence  of  our  coun- 
try. And  shall  we,  Mr.  Chairman,  without  one 
effort,  surrender  those  dear-bought  ri?^^  .•"j 
privileges,  the  price  of  which  was  the  best  Wood 
of  our  countrymen?  No,  sir,  we  shall  not,  we 
will  not  do  it;  our  faces  would  be  covered  wita 
shame,  and  disgrace  as  well  as  injury  descend  to 
our  children.  But,  sir,  this  Committee  wiU  n« 
consent  to  a  surrender  of  those  rights,  which  tner 
are  constituted  to  guard  and  protect  They  wu^ 
I  presume,  at  least  a  great  majority  of  them,  oe 
disposed  to  take  measures  suflicieotly  strong  w 
compel  that  haughty  nation  to  do  us  iostice. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  only  difference  m 


a  Montgomcrr.  a 
s,  fought,  and  Iwd, 
le  riffhls,  the  bbet- 
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the  one  which  has  been  sereral  days  under  dis- 
cussioQ.  I  was  in  faror  of  it,  because  I  believe  it 
would  be  the  most  effectual ;  and  no  man  I  think 
can  doubt  our  right  to  adopt  such  a  measure,  it 
beiug^  only  a  commercial  reflation,  such  as  every 
independent  nation  may  rightfully  make  when- 
erer  her  interest  or  conrenience  require  it.  It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  roost  likelv  to  effect  our 
object^  because  it  would  most  deeply  touch  that 
tender  point,  their  interest;  and  it  is  their  in- 
terest which  governs  them.  If  we  for^e  their 
workdiops  and  warehouses,  it  will  materially 
affees  their  manufactures  and  trade.  Indeed,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
yania.  it  will  reach  the  vitals  of  her  commerce} 
and  if  it  were  to  go  to  the  vitals  of  their  nation, 
the  fault  is  not  ours;  they  are  the  aggressors,  we 
act  on  the  defensive  only.  If,  sir,  that  nation  has 
two  million  of  people  employed  in  the  cloth  man- 
uiactnro  alone,  as  was  stated  by  a  gentleman 
fiom  Marvland,  (which  numbo-,  however,  I  think 
too  large,)  she  must  at  least  have  four  millions 
in  the  whole  employed  in  manufactures  of  all 
kiDda.  We  take  trom  her  of  these  manufactures 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions  annually — a  mar- 
iec  for  which  she  cannot  find  elsewhere.  Inter- 
diet  the  importation  of  her  goods,  and  what  is  the 
CQDsequenee  ?  She  cannot  pay,  and  therefore  can- 
not employ  her  Workmen.  She  will  not  find  her 
aeeount  in  manufacturing  goods  annually  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
she  can  find  a  market  for :  therefore  her  work- 
man at  least  one  milHon  of  them,  will  be  out  of 
employment.  How  are  they  to  subsist?  How 
can  ihey  get  their  bread  1  Other  means  they  have 
not;  they  cannot  find  any  other  occupation;  and, 
if  they  could,  they  are  not  fitted  for  them.  This 
derangement  of  business  must  be  severely  felt ; 
thew  merchants  and  manufacturers  will,  I  believ^ 
be  persuasive  advocates  for  us.  They  will  feel 
the  evil,  and  will  powerfully  press  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  do  us  justice.  The  Minister  will  be  con- 
vinced of  the  danger.  He  will  be  careful  not  to 
suffer  our  custom  to  be  diverted  from  Bnjgfland ; 
ibr  he  knows  if  the  channel  of  our  trade  is  once 
tnrnad,  it  will  not  easily,  if  ever^  be  restored.  He 
wUl  pause  before  he  finally  drives  his  best  cus- 
tomer to  the  necessity  of  leaving  him ;  for  he  can- 
not be  ij^norant  that  our  trade,  consisting  of  the 
exportation  of  raw  materials,  and  the  importatipn 
of  wrought  manufactures,  will  be  courtea  by  other 
nations,  who  will  soon  find  it  for  their  interest  to 
accommodate  us  with  a  supply  of  our  demands 
on  satisfactory  terms.  I  consider,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  oor  commerce  h  and  will  be  so  available  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  as  to  furnish  us  the  means 
of  commanding  respect  and  procuring  justice  by 
aomiaercial  regulations.  I  have  no  fear  that  Ghreat 
Britain  will  venture  on  a  war  with  us ;  but  if, 
from  a  predetermination  to  quarrel  with  us  at  all 
events,  she  should  make  a  commercial  regulatioui 
or  any  other  of  our  measures,  a  pretext  for  hos- 
tilities, notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  by  certain  gentlemen,  to 
disparage  the  troops  or  militia  of  our  own  coun- 
try, and  of  our  weakness,  inferiprity,  and  inability 


to  defend  ourselves,  and  to  prove  the  invincible 

Sower  of  Great  Britain,  yet  I  trust  she  would  still 
nd  us  Americans. 

Have  gentlemen,  who  speak  so  degradingly  of 
the  American  character,  forgotten  Bunker's  Hill, 
Bennington.  Bemen's  Height.  Saratoga,  Euiaw 
Springs,  Ring's  Mountain,  Yorktown.  Tripoli, 
Derne,  and  many  other  places,  which  nave  wit- 
nessed the  heroism  of  our  citizen  soldiers  and 
seamen?  If  they  have.  Great  Britain  has  not,  nor 
has  the  American  nation.  Our  country  pos- 
sesses ami>le  means  of  defence,  and  will  be  found 
to  have  spirit  enough  to  use  them  when  necessity 
requires  u. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  measures  we  may 
adopt,  I  consider  it  of  importance  that  we  should 
enter  upon  them  with  a  majority  as  nearlv  ap« 
proaching  to  unanimity  as  possible,  and,  there- 
fore, although  I  should  prefer  a  total  non-importa- 
tion to  this  proposition  for  prohibiting  certain 
enumerated  articles  of  British  manufactures,  yet 
as  the  principle  is  the  same,  and  the  difference  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  its  application,  I  am  willing 
to  meet  other  gentlemen  on  this  middle  ground. 
Perhaps  this  measure  may  prove  efficacious ;  if 
so  we  shall  be  satisfied ;  if  not,  I  {^resume  the  na- 
tion and  Congress,  at  another  session,  will  be  pre- 
pared and  determined  to  have  recourse  to  such 
measures  as  the  God  of  nature  has  placed  within 
our  power  to  protect  our  national  rights.  Under 
this  impression  I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution, and  wait  the  event.  \ 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  the  gentleman  who  has  so  eloquently 
uunted  the  wrongs  which  we  have  received  from 
Britain  had,  instead  of  tellin^:  us  of  the  disease, 
pointed  out  the  remedy.  The  gentleman  a  few 
days  ago  offered  himself  as  a  collateral  security 
for  the  facts  stated  by  the  President  and  our  illus* 
trious  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London.  Did  the 
gentleman  believe  that  what  we  could  not  take 
from  them,  we  should  accept  from  him?  That 
our  commerce  has  been  pirated  upon  and  out 
seamen  impressed  we  all  knew  before.  Bat  where 
is  the  remedy  ?  Gentlemen  say  they  are  for  taking 
commanding  around,  that  will  insure  respect. 
Where  is  it?  Let  them  give  in  their  projecu  Is 
this  the  remedy,  or  is  this  the  time  1  Gentlemen 
tell  us  we  ouffht  not  to  stop  short  of  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  Are  they 
then  for  going  to  war  with  Britain  on  the  same 
ground  which  Mr.  Pitt  took  with  the  French  Re- 
public 7  Do  they  expect  success  in  their  project  1 
And  is  peace  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  interests  of 
this  people  compromitted,  until  what  they  please 
to  call  indemnity  and  securitv  shall  be  obtained  % 
Are  they  for  going  to  war  with  Spain  and  France, 
and  making  a  similar  convention  with  them  that 
we  some  time  since  made  with  Briiain  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  our  commerce,  and  then  by  a 
kind  of  legerdemain  draw  from  our  own  pockets 
wherewith  to  pay  for  those  very  spoliations  ?  Is 
this  the  indemnity  they  expect  to  obtain  ?  I  want 
none  of  it.  I  almost  dread  to  see  a  convention 
with  any  Power  across  the  Atlantic,  with  a  stipu- 
lation  to  pay  money,  as  I  fear  Us>onlv  t^adency 
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would  be  to  deprive  us  of  that  we  have  left. 
Make  any  sort  of  conventioD  you  please,  and 
something  will  scarcely  fail  to  tall  out  between 
the  cup  and  the  lip^  by  which  you  will  have  to 
pay  the  debts  due  to  you  by  others.  By  some 
sort  of  legerdemain,  the  money  of  your  bona  fide 
citizens  will  get  into  the  pockets  of  your  di- 
plomatists or  their  creatures  on  this  and  the 
other  side  of  the  water,  into  the  hands  of  bureau 
men,  of  counting-bouse  politicians.  But  I  find 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say,  because  lam  indis- 
posed to  go  to  war,  I  am  the  advocate  and  apolo- 
gist of  Great  Britain ;  and  because  I  quote  the 
able  pamphleteer,  who  stands  forth  the  godfather 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  I  abjure  them ; 
and  so  far  from  costing  me  six  cents,  they  cost 
mc  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  I  consider  that  a 
better  bargain  than  the  other  pamphlet,  which  did 
Dot  cotit  me  a  sous.  Am  I  to  be  considered  as 
the  apologist  of  Britain,  because  the  defence  of 
this  country  has  been  committed  to  weak  advo- 
cates, or  because  its  cause  has  been  weakly  de- 
fended or  treacherously  abandoned?  No;  I  am 
the  advocate  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times — 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  people— of  common 
sense — of  expediency.  What  does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  tell  you  ?  I  admire  the  resent- 
ment he  feels  for  the  wrongs  committed  on  our 
country,  and  I  entertain  a  respect  for  him.  He 
tells  you  everything  I  have  told  you — that  Ameri- 
can merchants  are  employed  in  covering  enemy's 
property.  No,  he  draws  a  distinction  between 
native  and  adopted  merchants;  and  says  that  he 
considers  the  latter  as  the  root  of  the  evil.  I 
agree  that  this  trade  is  carried  on  by  foreigners 
naturalized  amohg  us.  But  the  gentleman  says 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  treat  us  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  free  ships  make  free  goods;  while 
Great  Britain  treats  us  on  the  opposite  principle, 
and  contends  for  the  principle  of  contraband  of 
war,  and  the  liability  of  enemy's  property  to 
seizure.  Why  is  there  this  difference?  Because 
those  who  treat  on  the  principle  of  the  mare  It- 
berum  find  it  their  interest  to  treat  on  this  prin- 
ciple. But  do  they  who  have  the  mastery  of  the 
ocean  consider  it  as  their  interest  ?  And  yet  the 
gentleman  arraigns  one  country  for  being  gov- 
erned by  her  own  interest,  while  he  applauds  an- 
other for  beiofi:  governed  by  the  same  reelings. 

But  the  gentleman  ^ays  the  Federal  Constitution 
grew  out  of  commerce.  Indeed  !  I  have  always 
understood  it  grew  out  of  the  feeble  and  lax  state 
of  our  Federation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  and  the  hope  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  revenue,  aided  its  formation.  But  will 
the  gentleman  undertake  to  say  the  Constitution 
was  made  to  give  us  the  mastery  of  the  seas?  If 
so,  I  will  befflad  to  see  how  he  makes  it  out.  Will 
he  say  the  finger  of  Heaven  points  to  war? 

The  gentleman  informs  us  that  Great  Britain 
lays  an  export  duty.    This  is  the  best  reason  the 

:entleman  could  have  urged  against  his  own  idea. 

t  proves  her  conviction  that  no  other  nation  can 
rival  her  in  her  manufactures.  But  it  is  said  you 
cannot  lay  such  a  duty  on  your  articles.  Thank 
God,  you  cannot — may  it  always  be  so*    In  the 


f; 


first  session  in  which  I  was  in  Congress,  I  beard 
a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  then  in  the  Chair 
of  this  House,  deplore  our  inaoility  to  carry  on 
war  measures  with  France,  when,  i f  we  could  onlr 
have  laid  a  duty  of  one  or  two  dollars  a  hogshead, 
on  tobacco,  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  carry 
them  on.  I  said,  then,  I  was  glad  we  were  prohilh 
ited  from  laying  such  a  duty.  I  now  say  so.  I 
think  it  the  wisest  provision  in  the  Constitotion. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
lived,  or  ever  will  live,  that  the  cause  of  the  td- 
vanta^^es  of  England  over  France  in  1756,  wu, 
that  France,  instead  of  being  satisfied  with  her 
superiority  on  the  continent,  by  attempting  to  pro- 
tect commerce  and  distant  colonies,  strove  for  the 
mastery  of  the  sea.  This  infatuation  carried  her 
from  her  proper  element,  and  enabled  Great  Brit- 
ain to  aggrandize  herself  on  the  ocean.  The  mo- 
ment that  France  attempts  to  cope  with  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  she  lays  bare  the  heel  of 
Achilles,  and  exposes  her  roost  vulnerable  point  to 
her  adversary  ;  and  this  it  was  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Chatham,  turned  the  fate  or  that  war  so 
memorably  conducted  under  his  auspices.  Batit 
seems  the  late  news  from  Europe  is  to  have  some 
efiects  on  our  discussions.  On  this  news  the  fate 
of  this  nation  is  to  be  suspended.  But,  from  its 
complexion,  I  draw  a  conclusion  diametrically  op- 
posite from  that  inferred  by  gentlemen.  I  cannot 
help  it.  Gentlemen  may  call  me  a  British  parti- 
san, as,  when  the  doors  were  closed,  they  called  me 
a  SiMinish  partisan;  or  as,  when  I  first  came  into 
public  life,  I  was  called  a  French  partisan.  Belt 
so.  I  cannot  agree  to  take  these  measures  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  which  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  eight  per  cent,  upon  our  whole  commerce. 
For  suc^  is  the  state  ot  our  tonnage,  that  tbe  for- 
eign tonnage  does  not  exceed  fourteen  per  cem.of 
the  whole.  What  is  our  fair  proportion?  Fifty 
per  cent.  Instead  of  this,  we  have  eighty-fire  per 
cent.,  and  for  the  other  fourteen.  For  this  grasp- 
all,  lose-all  priQciple.  the  nation  is  now  to  be 
plunged  into  a  war.  I  sajr  I  am  unwilling  to  grisp 
at  a  shadow  and  lose  the  substance — to  jcopardoe 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  States »»«  ^'^ 
attempt  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
But,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  business,  I  hope  to  see  one  thing 
done  before  we  rise :  I  hope  to  see  the  resolution 
which  was  under  consideration  yesterday  acted 
on  affirmatively  or^negatively,  or  withdrawn;  and 
not  for  a  light  reason.  It  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
on  the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce.  U 
has  already  depressed  the  prices  of  your  rice, cot- 
ton, flour,  and  tobacco.  And  I  am  astonished  to 
see  measures  permitted  to  be  hung  up  in  terroreM 
for  no  possible  good  purpose  whatever. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  glv«j!? 
an  animated  picture  of  the  despotism  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  the  ocean.  Would  that  that  despotism  ?« 
not  exist!  But  will  the  gentleman,  supposing 
success  on  our  part  possible,  say,  that  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  breaking  down  the  tyranny  of  Great  Bri^ 
ain  on  the  ocean,  nnother  Power  will  not  succcca 
to  its  mastery  ?  No ;  its  only  effect  will  be^m^ 
the  same  Power  which  HrTiQjrthciyrant  ot  we 
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land,  will  be  thenr  also  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean.  It 
will  be  still  her  interest  to  drire  us  from  the  ocean ; 
to  rex  and  oppress  oar  trade — there  will  be  only  a 
change  of  masters — with  this  difference,  that  there 
will  remain  no  Power  to  balance  that  of  oar  ene- 
my. Bat  gentlemen  reiterate  the  question,  Will 
yoa  do  nothing?  I  hare  always  thought  it  better 
to  remain  idle  than  to  do  what  would  be  worse 
than  nothing.  But  I  would  take  this  course:  I 
would  remonstrate  with  Britain;  I  would  tell  her 
of  the  wrongs  done  to  the  American  people ;  I 
would  tell  her  how  absurd  it  was  for  her,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  compel  us  to  throw  our 
weight  into  the  scale  of  her  enemy ;  I  would  put 
this  question  home  to  her,  Are  you  mad  enough 
to  increase  the  number  of  your  enemies  1  Do  you 
ralae  public  opinion  as  nothing  1    This  is  the  Ian- 

Sage  I  would  hold,  ond  would  treat  with  her  on 
if,  on  reciprocal  principles ;  not  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Delphic  oracle — a  reciprocitj  to  the 
ear,  bat  not  to  the  sense.    But,  truly,  it  ffeotle- 
men  are  for  going  to  war.  for  enforcing  a  rignt  bot- 
tomed on  the  principle  that  free  bhips  make  free 
^oods,  they  may  make  war  till  there  is  not  a  Brit- 
ish plank  on  the  ocean ;  for  they  nerer  will  cede, 
they  DCYer  ought  to  cede,  this  principle.    I  say 
they  octght  not,  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  na- 
tion win  be  governed  by  Ministers  of  common 
sense ;  and  no  such  Minister  but  must  see  a  death- 
blow to  British  greatness  in  the  establishment  of 
it.    Are  you,  therefore,  the  advocates  of  this  na- 
tion, because  you  say  they  ought  not  to  gire  up 
what  they  never  will  surrender — what  they  can- 
not ffive  op  without  committing  a,/^(fe«e?  Yes, 
sir.  I  baye  said  what  I  am  willing  to  do.    There 
is  a  pending  negotiation ;  and  the  late  events  in 
Borope,  while  they  will  greatly  facilitate  that 
negotiation,  make  it  your  interest  not  to  co-oper- 
ate in  patting  down  this  people,  unless  you  think 
it  the  safest  for  the  world  that  the  sceptre  of  tlie 
aett  and  the  land  should  be  in  the  same  hands. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  he  was  sorry  the  Committee 
were  determined  to  press  this  subject.  He  be- 
lieved a  delay  of  four  or  five  days  would  be  im- 
porunt ;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
shoald  rise. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  it  would  certainly  be  unne- 
cessary for  the  Committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  to 
decide  upon  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Oreoo.)  The  Cpm  • 
mittee  having  refused  in  the  first  instance  to  take 
op  this  resolution,  and  having  acted  upon  that 
wbieh  bad  been  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Nicholson.)  was  a  sbfficient  evi- 
dence of  the  sense  of  this  House  as  to  its  final  adop- 
tion or  rejection.  The  newspapers  emanating 
from  this  place  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
wonld  convey  the  sense  of  the  House  as  fully  upon 
the  resolution  as  thovffh  a  final  vote  should  have 
been  taken ;  and  should  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  be  now  decided 
upon,  and  agreed  to,  every  one  wonld  be  satisfied 
that  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  time — high  tim»— that  this 
Hottss  had  come  to  soma  dsterinination  upon  this 


important  subject.    It  was  time  that  the  public 
mind  was  put  to  rest.    It  was  time  that  the  Amer- 
ican people  were  informed  of  the  extent  that  we 
intended  to  go,  and  of  the  steps  we  intended  to  take 
towards  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  meet  the  ag- 
gressions committed   by  that  Government  upon 
the  commerce  of  our  country.    He  verily  did  be- 
lieve the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  the  merits  of  which  it  was  in  order 
upon  the  present  motion  to  discuss,  better  calcu- 
lated to  have  the  desired  effect  upon  that  GK>vern- 
ment  on  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  than 
any  other  plan  or  project  which  had  been  submit- 
tea  or  talked  of,  inasmuch  as  it  was  only  a  com- 
mercial regulation  or  restriction  acknowledged 
by  all  Governments  in  the  world  to  be  perfectly 
within  the  control  of  every  independent  nation. 
Some  gentlemen  had  thought  it  not  sufficiently 
strong — that  something  more  efficient  should  be 
adopted.    For  his  part,  he  did  believe  it  much 
stronger,  as  to  the  effect  it  would  have  in  briog- 
ing  Great  Britain  to  terms  of  amicable  adjustment, 
than  that  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  now 
sleeping  on  the  table.    This,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  that 
kind  of  commercial  regulation  that  carried  with 
it  the  appearance  of  a  determination  to  persevere 
in  it ;  and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  it  was  well  cal- 
culated to  distress  that  nation  who  had  so  long 
persisted  in  a  regular  system  of  aggression  towards 
us.    On  the  coiitrary,  that  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
such  a  one  as  Great  Britain  would  plainly  dis- 
cover we  ourselves  did  not  mean  to  persevere  in, 
because  it  would  readily  be  seen,  that,  while  it 
distressed  her,  it  would  be  equally  iniurious  to  us. 
Another  reason  suggested  itself  why  he  would 
prefer  the  resolution  now  under  discussion.    It 
seemed  to  be  understood,  on  all  sides,  let  which 
should  be  adopted,  or  whatever  course  should  be 
pursued,  that  no  system  was  to  go  into  operation 
immediately— that  full  time  was  to  be  given  for 
an  attempt  at  friendly  negotiation.    It  was  intend- 
ed as  an  expression  of  public  sentiment.    It  was, 
therefore,  of  great  importance  to  this  nation,  that 
the  sentiment  expressed  should  be  with  as  much 
unanimity  as  possible.    It  was  evident  to  all  that 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  geatleinan  from  Penn- 
sylvania, from  the  violent  opposition  it  had  met 
with,  could  not,  if  carried  at  all,  be  carried  by  that 
majority  that  the  one  now  under  discussion  could. 
If.  therefore,  he  in  the  first  instance  had  been  in 
fkvor,  he  should,  after  the  discussion  which  had 
already  taken  place,  think  himself,  for  the  sakeoC 
harmony  alone,  perfectly  justified  in  abandoning 
it.    The  resolution  now  under  discussion,  which 
was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
could  not  be  objected  to,  as  the  other  had  been,  on 
the  ground  of  lU  being  in  any  manner  whatever 
calculated  to  produce  war,  if  adopted  in  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  was  submitted.    The  object  of 
the  present  resolution  b  a  prohibition  of  certain 
articles,  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  from  beinff  imported 
into  the  United  States;  most  of  which  articles, 
Mi.  A.  said,  he  was  advised  by  those  betur  ac- 
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quiinted  tb«ii  bimself  witk  mercantile  trmntae- 
tioDS)  coald  be  obtaioed  from  other  countries  $  and 
those  which  could  not  be  obtained,  we  eoald  either 
do  very  well  without,  or  raise  within  oorselves. 
What  effect,  then,  would  this  measure  have  upon 
Great  Britain?  No  person  would  deny  that  it 
would  lessen  in  her  own  country  the  yalue  of  her 
manufactures.  Whilst  our  citizens  at  home  were 
perfectly  content,  the  voice  of  the  artisan,  the  man- 
ufacturer, and  the  laborer  in  Gkreat  Britain,  would 
be  raised  against  the  aggressions  committed  by 
their  own  Oovernment.  which  caused  us,  and  in 
fact  compelled  us,  in  seif^defence,  to  enter  into  the 
regulation  prcqiosed. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Early,)  and  also  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Nicholson,)  that  the  agriculturist  was 
not  interested  in  the  carrying  trade.  Although, 
Mr.  Alston  said,  he  knew  very  little  about  com- 
mercial matters,  never  having  been  concerned  in 
mercantile  transactions,  yet  he  thought  he  could 
prove  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  world,  that 
they  were  inseparably  connected  together,  and 
the  price  which  the  agriculturist  obtained  for  his 
produce  greatly  depended  upon  the  encourage- 
ment and  potection  given  by  Government  to  this 
Tery  carrying  trade.  Whether  the  produce  raised 
by  the  constitueau  of  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^ 

Sia  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  carried 
rst  to  the  West  Indies,  and  exchanged  for  arti- 
cles the  growth  and  manufacture  of  those  iriands, 
and  then  brought  to  thb  country  and  reshipped  to 
European  markets,  he  wonid  not  pretend  to  say; 
but  this  much  he  would  sav,  and  say  it  truly,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  produce  raised  by  his  con- 
stituents first  found  a  market  ia  the  West  Indies, 
was  there  exchanged  for  the  productions  of  those 
islands,  and  then  carried  to  the  mother  countries; 
by  which  means  the  value  was  greatly  enhatwed. 
On  the  contrary,  if  this  carrying  trade  shall  not 
be  protected,  and  this  mode  of  exchange  of  pro- 
duce is  put  an  end  to,  what  will  become  of  the 
large  quantity^  com  and  pork  raised  in  this 
country,  which  finds  a  market  nowhere  else  1^^ 
Everybody  knows  there  is  not  specie  in  those 
islaads  safficient  to  purchase  it,  and  if  exchanged 
for  West  India  produce,  our  markets  are  already 
overstocked;  no  aMrehant  wiU  buy  our  produce, 
to  exchange  for  an  article  thai  must  rot  in  bis 
warehouse.  It  must,  therefore,  evidently  appear 
to  everybody  that  unless  our  com  and  our  pork 
are  exchanged  for  West  India  prodoce  and  that 
produce  permitted  to  be  sent  abroad  to  nnd  a  mar- 
ket, lai^  quantities  must  and  will  be  wasted  in 
the  bams  and  granaries  of  those  who  raise  it 

It  could  not,  there(bre,  Mr.  A.  said,  be  expected 
from  him,  to  abandon  to  Great  Britain  the  principle 
by  her  contended  for,  whmi  the  greater  part  of  the 
produce  raised  by  his  constituents  consisted  in 
the  articles  of  corn  and  pork.  He  believed  he 
might  say  with  safety,  that  no  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  same  extent  of  territory,  raised  an 
equal  proportion  of  those  two  articles  with  that 
he  had  the  honor  of  representing  upon  this  floor. 
He  thought  it,  therefore^  deariy  proved,  that  if 
produce  of  this  country  now  canried  to  the  West 


India  islands  was  to  be  disposed  of  ibr  nDtUaf 
but  specie,  and  for  articles  which  were  only  to  k 
consumed  in  the  United  States,  that  a  gmt  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  our  produce  mast  ins? it»> 
bly  follow*  On  the  contrary,  by  affiordiog  t  pnh 
per  and  neocesary  protection  to  the  earryisitndt, 
our  produce  would  be  exchanged  for  that  sf  othen 
which  finds  a  market  in  varieos  patu  of  tk 
woHd,  where  the  enterprise  of  our  conatryniei 
carries  it. 

It  had  been  stated  that,  notwithstaading  uy 
|n*ohihitions  or  restrictions  we  may  ade|K,  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  will  find  their  mj 
inta  our  country.  This,  Air  aught  we  know, 
might  be  the  case,  either  hy  taking  a  eircoiton 
route,  or  by  being  smuggled ;  and  should  tkit  be 
the  case  the  same  thing  would  attend  year  pie- 
duee,  should  its  importation  into  Great  Brinia 
be  prohibited^  He  could  not  see  but  that  the  le- 
eount  on  that  score  would  be  fairly  balaaetd. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  think  (bis  measare,  if 
adopted  and  perseyered  in^  would  have  a  ntlcral 
efifeot  upon  the  revenue  of  our  country.  Qcath- 
men  were  alarmed  lest  that  system,  which  hid 
been  in  his  opinion  so  wisely  established  by  thii 
Government  tor  the  extinguishment  of  the  Bttioml 
debt,  should  be  broken  in  upon,  and  coase^eatlf 
an  increase  of  the  aatioual  debt  be  the  diet,  u 
in  his  opinion  this  measure  would  endanger  the  lyi- 
tern  of  extittffukehing  that  debt,  he  would  be  ooe  of 
the  last  men  found  in  supporting  it ;  andbehefiered, 
weak  and  delicate  as  his  constitution  apptired  to 
be,  that  by  a  firm  adherence  to  the  systen  ctuh- 
lished,  he  should  live  to  see  the  debt fiaally  wiped 
away.  The  system  for  extingtishing  the  aiticml 
debt  had,  when  adopted,  his  heartv  asseot,  tod  it 
was  with  pUasme  that  ke  looked  back  to  tbefoto 
he  had  given  upon  that  occasion. 

If  geotloflDtea  wlU  give  themselves  the  ueiMe 
to  examine  the  several  articles  contemplated  to  be 
prohibited  by  this  resolution^  they  will  lad  ihit 
on  the  sutgett  of  woollen  cloths  thece  is  a  bUrt  id 
the  resolution,  which  he  hoped  would  be  Urn 
with  such  a  sum  as  would  admit  the  ioponsM* 
of  all  such  wooUeu  cloths  as  were  found  atMokHft? 
necessary  for  chthing  the  laboring  part  tf  tm 
coaununity^  fine  doths  would  be  obiaiAedfioffl 
other  countrieik  and  on  theoa  no  diaiaetiii  et 
duty  would  tike  pkee;  the  reveone  of  e«Kie 
would  not  bo  niected  on  the  article  of  tfoeUM 
ckiths.  He  would  not,  hoirev«r,  examine  at  jto 
time  the  setveral  articles  sepantelf ,  as  this  coold  he 
better  attended  to  at  a  fuMire  stage  of  the  bSMO^ 
after  the  prineipfe  should  be  decided.  If  ^ 
other  blank  iu  the  resdutlon  should  ^^Miw 
the  first  of  Deeenaber  or  Jhnuavy  next,  heosw 
see  no  necessity  for  delayiiig  «  deeisiou,  aew 
tiaae  for  the  sjstem  to  go  into  operation  woaU 
afibrd  am^e  ttme  Ibr  an  attempt  at  netotiatioa. 

From  what  had  fallen  from  his  cofieagne^  ^ 
honorable  Speaker,  upon  the  other  resolntieo,  he 
supposed  be  was  against  the  one  now  under  dif- 
cttssion.  Although  the  honorable  Speaker  and 
himself  were  near  neighbors,  yet  the  imeiett  « 
those  they  reptesented  nugbt  be  very  difocnt; 
and  whik  ^  fipeaker^  im  proteetiog  the  iittR«< 
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of  his  eonalitaeDte,  thought  it  beat  to  abaodoD  the 
priaeipU  eonteodeil  for,  he,  Mr.  A.,  thought  it 
all  important  to  hb  eoostttuents  not  to  abuidon 
it;  Mid  altboiigh  he  differed  verf  widely  from  his 
ecjleagae  upon  the  present  qoestion,  he  hoped  he 
•beold  be  fband  at  all  times  sapporting  saeh 
measarea  as  should  not  abandon  the  interest  of 
those  he  represented,  wbaterer  might  be  the  re- 
spect he  had  for  the  interest  and  opinion  of 
others.    He  thought  it  unnecessary  for  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  to  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  himself  against  a  charee  of  inconsis- 
teney,  for  every  nerson  knew,  witnout  a  defence, 
that  his  honorable  colleague  was  consistency  i(- 
seif. 

Mr.  Al0TQ]|  concluded  by  observing^  that  al- 
tkoogh  it  had  been  asked  in  the  present  ducussioQ, 
if  mre  were  readv  to  plunge  the  nation  into  war, 
SM  be  did  not  belieye  it  was  inteoded  to  apply  to 
the  present  resolotion^  he  thought  it  unnecestary 
to  make  aay  remarks  m  reply  to  this  question. 

Mr.  SmLiB  honed  the  Committee  would  not 
Tioe.  He  said  he  nad  heard  no  arguments  ureed 
in  favor  of  the  motion,  which  had  any  weight ; 
amd  the  late  eyeots  in  fivrope.  so  far  from  recom- 
mendlDg  dcky,  enforced  the  propriety  of  prompt 
measmes.  This  was  the  auspicious  moment  for 
aeting,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  seized. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Oommittee's 
TTsiog].  and  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  48, 

1UIYS68. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — I  conftssfor  my  own  part,  when 
I  see  men  possessed  of  so  little  information  so 
confident,  and  thus  determined  to  hurry  on  this 
discussion,  I  feel  extremely  diffident  of  my  opin- 
ion. With  several  of  the  ffentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me  in  the  debate,  I  have  considered  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration  as  best  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  redress  for  the  injuries  we  have 
received  from  the  cruisers  of  Great  Britain.  I 
baUeve  that  while  it  did  little  injury  to  onsselves 
it  woaid  have  a  very  different  eneratioa  oo  Gfeat 
Bntaia.  I  was  also  in  favor  of  it,  as  it  pointad 
aot  a  eaarse  short  of  set  ions  coUisioa  wuh  hsr. 
I  kad  also  Wpcd  that  the  Coannittee  would  have 
agreed  to  have  taken  up  the  resolution  whaeh  I 
imd  the  honor  some  time  siaee  to  lay  on  the  laMe, 
as  ibeground^werk  of  a  permanenisystem.  From 
the  eeurse  thb  discussion  had  taken,  1  had  flatter- 
ed mysdf  some  little  infoitnation  i^  to  the  situa- 
tion of  onr  fbreign  commerce,  would  have  been 
men.  1  am  no  merchant  myself,  nor  am 
J  acquainted  with  commercial  subjects.  I  did 
expect  that  those  who  were  conversant  with  those 
tnbieciS}  and  particularly  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
aaeottsettS)  would  have  condescended  to  give  us 
sooae  detailed  information.  As  I  have  been  dis- 
appoiattd  in  this  respect,  I  will  hereafter  take  up 
a  little  nme  in  showing  that  as  to  our  fbieign  re- 
latftoai^  the  gentlnnen  on  both  sides  have  hem 
egrecrfonsly  aiisM  hy  ineonaot  staiaments. 

la  these  remarks  I  do  not  mean  to  tttaeb  any 
hlame  to  the  document  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory,  as  the  statements  in  that  report  have 
not  been  vievt^  in  their  proper  tight  by  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  a  putt  in  this  debate*    I 


might  here  dilate  upon  the  advantages  that  flow 
to  us  from  the  carrying  trade,  but  as  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment  is  approaching,  I  shall  avoid 
going  into  this  question. 

Instead  of  there  being  a  balance  of  six  or  seven 
millions  aanualljr  against  us,  I  believe  it  can  be 
shown  that  there  is  a  balance  of  two  millions,  an- 
nualljr,  in  our  favor.  We  have  670,000  tons  of 
shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  it  would 
not  be  unfair  to  calculate  the  profit  of  this  freight 
at  eight  millions,  founded  not  on  war  prices,  but 
on  the  usual  peace  prices,  and  calculating  but  oira 
voyage  a  year.  Under  this  view  it  must  appear 
that  our  commerce  is  of  more  importance  than  it 
seems  to  be  in  the  qunion  of  those  with  whom  I 
have  the  honor  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  Dot 
there  is  another  question  worthy  of  eonsideration. 
Is  there  no  course  which  we  can  pursue,  which, 
without  injuring  ourselves,  shall  induce  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  her  pretensiotts,  and  her  unjust 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations?  Believing  that 
that  there  is,  I  opposed  the  resolution  of  my  col* 
league  (Mr.  Gnsoo;)  I  consider,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land as  well  calculated  to  answer  this  purpose.  I 
am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  acting,  but  not  now,  on 
this  subject;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  by  the  be- 
ginning of  next  month  it  is  probable  we  bhall 
have  imbrmation  that  will  enable  us  to  act  decis- 
ivefly.  It  bein^  my  intention  to  remark  more 
fully  on  this  subject,  as  the  usual  hour  of  adjoun»- 
ment  is  at  hand,  I  again  move  that  the  Oemmit- 
tee  rise. 

Mr.  Sarlt  advocated  the  rising  of  the  Oom- 
mittee* 

Mr.  Fm DLBT  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  not,  however,  that  the  subject  be  post- 
poned, but  merely  becaase  they  had  reached  the 
ordinary  time  of  adjoomoMnt. 

Mr.  Lton  inquired  whether  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  postponement.  If  so,  he  should  vote 
against  it 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  his  object  was  to  postpone  the 
subject  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Lton  then  spoke  a^tnst  the  rising  of  the 
Committee,  and  toox  occasion  to  assign  bis  leaaoM 
for  being  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under 
considemtioo. 

Mr.  Munronn  opposed  (he  rishig  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  said  he  had  received  a  very  import-  ^ 
ant  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  of  New  York,  which  he  read. 
The  letter  expresses  the  deep  apprehension  enter- 
tained bv  the  merchants  of  New  York,  that  Con- 
gress will  rise  without  adopting  efi*ectual  measures 
for  the  protection  of  commerce  against  the  depre- 
datioaa  ef  the  beUigarent  natiaas)  aad  particular- 
ly those  of  Britain. 

Messrs.  Stantom  and  Jacxoom  likewise  syehe 
against  the  risuig  ^  ths  Committee,  and  uiged 
the  strong  neeessity  of  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures. 

When  the  question  was  taken-^yeas  66,  nays  47, 
and  the  House  adjoumed^  a  short  time  after 
8  o^cloek,  to  Monday. 
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Monday,  March  17. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  the  same ;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  b^  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  he  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
William  Eaton,  praying  that  an  examination  may 
be  had  of  the  several  documents  accompanying 
the  said  letter,  in  support  of  his  claim  against  the 
United  States,  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  consular  duties  at  Tunis;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  describ- 
ed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same;''  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  post  route  from  Athens,  in  Georgia, 
to  New  Orleans,  with  the  difficulties  and  obstruct- 
ions which  are  encountered  in  transmitting  the 
mail  along  said  route ;  and,  also,  what  will  be  the 
probable  expense  of  opening  a  horse  road  between 
the  above  named  points. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais :"  Where- 
upon, 

Reaclved^  That  this  Jlouse  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  the 
said  bill,  as  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  doth  desire  a 
conference  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  John  C. 
Smith,  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  Smii.ie,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  to  hear 
Arthur  St.  Clair  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

EXTENSION  OP  PATENT  RIOHTa 
Mr.  CrowninbhielDj  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  George  Dodge  and  others, 
merchants  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
•etts,  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  pedtionera  were  the  proprieton  ni  the  valoaUe 
Bail  hikofrj  at  Ametbrnr,  in  the  State  of  Maseadm- 
aatli.    They  have  owned  the  works  about  three  yearly 


with  the  patent  granted  originally  to  Jacob  Perlunt,of 
Newburyport,  for  a  new  and  oseful  improvement  in 
the  mode  of  manufacturing  naib ;  and  they  t!bo  tie 
the  assignees  of  another  patent,  granted  to  Stmnd 
Guppy  and  John  Warren  Armstrong,  for  a  further  m- 
provement  in  the  manner  of  cutting  nails,  disoovend 
by  the  said  Jacob  Perkins.  They  have  expended  large 
sums  of  money  in  repairs  and  additions  to  their  build- 
ings; and  the  whole  was  in  a  capital  state  of  improve- 
ment, when,  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  the  build- 
ings accidentally  took  fire,  and  were  entirely  coDsumed, 
with  all  their  tools,  machinery,  and  a  considertble 
quantity  of  stock  on  hand.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  a 
sum  exceeding  $80,000.  This  was  a  most  useful  ei- 
tablishment;  it  supplied  the  neighboring  country  with 
large  quantities  of  nails  at  a  reasonable  price,  ai  thej 
could  be  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  imported 
nails;  and  the  works  being  on  an  extensive  pits,  the 
supply  was  abundant  The  petitionen  are  dispoeedto 
rebuild  their  works  if  they  could  be  encouraged  to  pro- 
ceed; and  it  would  be  a  great  inducement  with  them 
to  commence  the  undertaking,  if  they  could  be  pe^ 
mitted  to  renew  their  patent  rigbU  ft»  a  period  of  wveo 
or  fourteen  years  from  the  time  they  will  expire  by  ths 
present  limitation. 

The  first  }Mtent  was  granted  on  the  80th  Deeember, 
1794,  and  will  expire  on  the  14th  December,  1808; 
and  the  second  is  dated  14th  February,  1799,  and  will 
expire  on  the  14th  February,  1813,  each  being  limited 
to  a  period  of  fourteen  ye^rs,  agreeably  to  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  umAiJ  arti, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  poipose, 
passed  the  21st  February,  1793." 

In  considering  the  merits  of  this  application,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  will  not 
give  an  opinion  on  a  case  not  properly  before  them; 
they  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that,  bad  the  loa 
actually  happened  to  the  original  patentee,  they  should 
probably  have  deemed  themselves  justified  in  propos- 
ing to  the  House  to  grant  the  extension  of  the  patents 
ibr  a  short  period  of  time,  ^th  a  view  to  encoursKe 
the  inventors  of  useful  machines  to  prosecute  and  ex- 
tend their  discoveries.  But,  although  the  committee 
acknowledge  the  present  petitioners  have  sustained  t 
•evere  loss,  they  do  not  seem  justly  entitled  to  a  n- 
newal  of  their  patents  after  the  limitatton  ma^r  ^ip^ 
No  consideration  eonld  have  been  paid  to  the  inventor 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  patent  right  for  tbe 
use  of  it  beyond  the  stipulated  p^iod  of  foartees  jesn. 
It  is  understood  that  the  right  will  then  be  in  the  pab- 
lic;  every  individual  in  the  community  ought  then  to 
be  entitled  to  make  uae  of  the  machine.  Indeed,  after 
being  deprived  of  its  advantsiges  for  fourteen  yeu^ 
unless  under  a  title  acquired  by  purchase  from  a  pa^ 
entee,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  a  fair  claim  to  participate  I'o  the 
enjoyment  of  a  right,  and  in  the  fi^ee  use  of  an  inven- 
tton,  the  benefito  of  which  may  have  been  so  long  w- 
clusively  withheld  from  them.  It  might  be  olqeded, 
ahM),  that  other  applications  would  be  msde  to  Con- 
gress should  the  rule  once  be  established  tbst  the  yfo- 
chaser  of  a  patent  right  might  calculate  on  its  exte^ 
sion,  although  no  compensation  had  been  allowed^ 
the  time  of  making  the  purchase,  for  the  use  of  it  b^ 
yond  the  period  fixed  by  law.  Under  this  view  of  tw 
subject,  the  oomsBittee  are  indnoed  to  reoomffleDd  tbst 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pstiti* 
and  the  documents  which  accompany  it 
I     The  report  waa  agrted  tOi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


801 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


8C2 


March,  1806. 


Nonrlmporlation  of  Goods  from  Greai  BriUwu 


H.OFR. 


IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 
The  House  agaia  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
'    Mr.  Nichoi^on's  resolution,  submitted  on  the  10th 
of  February. 

Mr.  Sloan  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  As  I  wish  always  to  do  to  oth- 
ers as  I  would  be  done  unto,  and  as  I  do  not  love 
to  be  kept  in  suspense  myself,  I  will  not  keep  this 
Committee  in  suspense  respecting  my  opinion  of 
the  present  resolution.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  be- 
cause it  does  not  mention  what  I  consider  the 
principal  cause  of  our  complaint  against  Great 
Britain — I  mean  the  impre^ment  of  our  seamen — 
at  the  same  time  declaring  that  I  will  eventually 
irote  for  any  measure  that  I  shall  consider  better 
than  none.  This  is  a  line  of  conduct  that  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  adopt  in  all  cases  since  I 
liave  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  From  the  course 
that  other  members  have  pursued  in  this  debate,  I 
expect  I  shall  be  permitted  to  give  my  reasons  in 
favor  of  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in 
preference  to  the  prohibition  of  certain  articles  of 
their  manufactures,  contemplated  by  the  present 
resolution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  I  am  conscious 
of  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  a  subject  of  greater 
ma^Bitude,  as  it  respects  the  character,  the  inter- 
est, and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  beloved 
coiiotry  that  gave  me  .birth,  than  any  that  has 
ever  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  I  say  I  am  happy,  nevertheless,  in 
having  an  opportunity  to  cast  my  mite  into  that 
treasury  which,  having  been  instituted  ui)on  a 
principle  of  perfect  equality,  the  widow's  mite  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  as  acceptable  as  the  sreatest  gift 
from  the  su(>erabundant  treasures  of  the  rich.    In 
the  observations  that  I  shall  make,  it  is  not'my  in- 
tention, directly  or  indirectly,  to  charge  those  who 
differ  with  me  m  opinion,  wnether  in  a  majority  or 
minority,  with  ignorance  or  evil  design,  much  less 
to  stigmatize  or  reproach  them  with  contemptible 
epithets.  No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  eonsider  many  members  on  this  floor  as  my 
superiors  and  none  as  my  inferiors.    I  consider  it 
ixiy  duty,  after  having  given  my  reasons  for  or 
Against  any  subject  m  discussion,  to  cheerfully 
submit  to  the  decision  of  a  majority ;  and  I  also 
eonsider  it  my  duty  to  treat  every  member  of  the 
X.«e«slatnre  of  the  Union  with  that  respect  due  to 
/eiio w-citizens  standing  on  an  even  floor.    I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  instead  of  holding  up  the  interest 
or  the  Northern  States  as  opposed  to  the  interest  of 
itie  Southern,  or  the  Eastern  to  the  Western,  to 
-wiew  them  all  as  members  of  the  same  body ;  con- 
sequently, one  cannot  suffer  without  the  whole 
iT^ipg  affected.    I  consider  it  my  duty,  instead  of 
tSLking  advantage  of  local  situations,  and  difierent 
oocnpations,  productive,  at  certain  times,  of  tem- 
:>o rary  jairing  interests,  to  array  one  part  of  our 
'mellow-citizens  in  opposition  to  another  part;  con- 
rasy  wise,  to  endeavor  to  show  that  such  teihpo- 
^try  inconveniences  cannot  long  remain,  but  like 
jv^SLter  seeking  its  level,  the  inequality  will  soon 
p^  removed.    This  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty,  in 
9th  Con.— 26 


order  to  promote  that  love  and  harmony  amongst 
members  of  this  House,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  general,  which  I  consider  as  the  only 
efficacious  cement  of  our  Union,  by  which  our 
present  happy  form  of  Government  can  be  con- 
tinued, and  the  rights  and  liberties  we  enjoy  hand- 
ed down  unimpaired  to  future  generations.  A 
contrary  line  of  conduct  is,  in  my  opinion,  derog- 
atory to  the  character  of  any  person  honored  with 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  injurious  to  the  peacoi 
liberty^  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

Having  briefly  proposed  the  premises  which  I 
mean  to  observe  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  I  shall 
offer  my  reasons  in  favor  of  non-intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  persists  in  these  insults 
and  injuries,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
discussion,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  United 
States  has  already  suffered  too  lonff. 

In  offering  my  reasons,  I  shall  not  bring  into  view 
the  conduct  of  other  nations  to  justify  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  neither  shall  I  assert  that  Bonaparte  is  an 
usurper  and  a  tyrant;  that  he  has  annihilated 
Spain,  and  is  now  aiming  at  the  conquest  of  the 
world ;  but  is  graciously  pleased  to  leave  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  tne  last  victim  he  means  to  devour! 
All  I  have  to  say  to  this  (if  it  be  true)  is,  to  ac- 
knowledge my  gratitude  for  his  having  determin- 
ed to  give  us  the  longest  time  to  repent  of  our 
sins,  of  which  there  is  great  need  ;  and  to  give  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  we  have  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  form  of  government  in  France;  the  peo- 
ple there  having  as  good  a  right  to  chobse  an  Km- 
peror  as  we  a  President. 

I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  reading  documents  to  prove  the  magnitude  of 
the  grievance,  (that  having  been  done  in  a  former 
part  of  this  discussion  by  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  BiowBLL,)  and  those  documents 
having  been  long  in  the  possession  of  members, 
render  it  unnecessary ;  but  shall  first  endeavor  to 
prove  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  Representatives  of 
the  people,  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  exist- 
ing grievances,  and  to  prevent  their  repetition  in 
future ;  that  we  are  called  upon  not  only  by  the 
sufferings  of  our  constituents,  but  by  the  sacred 
obligation  we  owe  to  the  character  of  our  coun- 
try, and  by  our  indispensable  duty  to  preserve  that 
character  without  spot  or  blemish,  in  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations ;  which  can  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  justice  and  equality,  granting 
no  peculiar  favor  to  one  that  we  do  not  to  others ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  submitting  to  no  insult  or 
injury  from  one  nation  that  we  do  not  submit  to 
from  others. 

And,  secondly,  that  we  can,  at  this  time,  obtain 
redress  of  grievances  without  any  risk  or  proba- 
bility of  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  it  would 
be  contrary  to  her  interest,  ana  because,  in  case 
of  war,  she  must  eventually  oe  the  loser ;  and,  also, 
that  if  she  could  act  so  contrary  to  her  interest 
as  to  suffer  a  non-intercourse  law  to  go  into  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  United 
States,  by  encouraging  home  manufactures. 

And,  thirdly,  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  sufferings  of  our  impressed  seamen. 

And,  fourthly,  endeavor  to  show  that  the  opin* 
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ioti  of  some  members^  who  are  opposed  to  doq- 
intercotirse,  because  it  would  operate  parti&llv 
dn  different  sections  of  the  Union,  are  not  well 
founded. 

And,  lastly,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  aside  all 
local  ideas,  and  consider  the  United  States  as  one 
Body  politic,  and  that  if  but  one  limb  be  injured, 
the  whole  is  bound,  both  in  interest,  in  justice,  and 
ht  policy,  to  unite  in  the  means  of  obtaining  re- 
dh»s. 

If^  in  delirering  my  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
Any  member  of  this  Committee  should  conceive 
that  I  discover  too  much  warmth,  I  desire  it  may 
be  attributed  solely  to  the  abhorrence  and  detesta^ 
tion  with  which  I  have  long  viewed  the  insolent 
Hud  injurious  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
the  United  States-^not  to  her  suffering  subjects, 
them  I  love,  and  their  sufferings  I  pity :  but  the 
d^eptive,  onpressive,  and  tyrannical  administra- 
tion of  her  Government,  I  do  most  decidedly  and 
conscientiously  abhor  and  bate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  wh^n  I  Id  id  a  resolution  on  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  intercourse 
With  Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  refuse  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  for  the  amicable  set- 
tlement of  existing  differences,  I  queried  what  was 
become  of  the  spirit  of  ^76,  because  I  considered 
a  portion  of  that  spirit  that  gained  our  liberty  ne- 
cessary to  retain  it.  I  renew  the  querv :  What 
Mas  become  of  that  independent  spirit  that  chose 
rather  to  part  with  life  than  inherent  rig[hts? 
Have  we,  with  the  merchandise  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  the  servile  disposition  of  her  oppressed 
atid  degraded  subjects  1  Is  it  possible  that  her 
fascinating  gewgaws  and  fripperies  are  so  power- 
f^\  as  to  induce  the  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled,  rather  than 
atrfibr  a  temporary  privation,  to  permit  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  constituents  to  be  trampled 
on  l;vith  impunity  by  that  haughty,  tyrannical  na- 
tion ?  I  say  the  Representatives  are  convinced, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens are  not  barely  willing  and  reaay  to  support 
tiny  just  and  firm  measures  that  Congress  snail 
adopt  for  the  purpose  of  obtainiug  redress  of  griev- 
fttakies  And  support  of  their  just  rights,  but  anx- 
tously  looking  out  for  the  adoption  of  decisive 
measures. 

Shall  wc,  Chen,  chosen  by  them  as  temporary 
gtrardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  neglect, 
•r  treat  with  indiffbrence,  the  numerous  memo- 
t\^h  that  have  been  presented  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union  1  I  hope  not.  I  hope  we  shall 
adopt  such  firm  and  decisive  measures  as  will 
cofcnpel  the  British  Government  to  make  restitu- 
tion for  past  injuries,  and  enter  into  just  arrange- 
ments for  the  prevention  of  similar  injuries  in 
fatute. 

But.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  frequently 
told  that  such  a.  plan  would  produc<»  war  with 
Gneat  Britain.  This  is  no  new  doctrine  to  me. 
I  have  been  frequently  char^  with  acting  con- 
trary to  my  peaceable  principles,  because  I  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  opposing  oppression,  in- 
justice, and  every  infringement  of  the  inherent 
rights  of  the  people  j  this  I  have  done  with  a  view 


to  prevent  wtir.  Injustice  and  bppressioa  I  con- 
sider as  the  principal  predisposing  causes  of  wir, 
and  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  the  effect  is  to 
renK>ve  the  cause. 

Those  causes  I  have  lately  seen  raise  the  politic 
cal  therd)ometer  in  the  United  States  ne«4f  to 
war  beat;  but,  tbank  God  I  I  have  Itve^ftosee  it 
cooled  down  to  a  temperate  state,  and  the  cftose 
greatly  diminished— not  by  those  destructive  wea- 
pons that  spread  destruction  over  a  land,  aodttd- 
tiply  the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  but  by  tite 
force  of  truth  and  reason^  those  bloodless  eoa- 
querors,  more  powei'fui  than  the  sword !  I  wish 
the  Gk>verttment  of  the  United  States  to  use  j^ 
tic^  truth,  and  reason;  these  are  the  weapons  that 
become  the  representatives  ofafi^ee  people,  tod 
the  only  ones  I  conceive  to  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve that  liberty  and  independence  lately  poh 
chased  at  the  price  of  blood. 

Separated,  by  the  Atlantic,  three  thoasand 
miles  from  the  oppressive  Governments  of  Eutom 
which  originated  in  war,  and  canouly  be  suppornd 
by  carnage  and  bloodshed— -possessed  of  an  exten- 
sive and  fertile  country,  embracing  so  many  cli- 
mates as  not  only  to  produce  all  the  necessaries, 
but  also  most  of  the  luxuries  of  life— what  hare 
we  to  fear  from  Great  Britain?  What  can  she 
deprive  us  of?  What  but  gewgaws  and  frippe- 
ries, that  we  are  much  better  without,  whieh  tend 
to  promote  pride  and  idleness,  those  prolific  parents 
of  a  numerous  train  of  attendant  vices,  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  a  Republioan  Government,  and 
derogatory  to  the  eharaoter  of  a  free  afidiod^ 
dent  nation? 

But  it  is  alleged,  that  non-intercourte  with 
Great  Britain  would  injure  our  revenue;  to  tins 
I  answer,  that  I  have  no  aflprehension  thalCfor- 
emment  would  act  so  contrary  to  her  interests, as 
to  let  such  a  law  go  into  operation ;  but,  admit- 
ting they  should,  for  every  million  of  rerenoe 
immediately  lost,  the  United  States  would  erent- 
ually  gain  five,  and  probably  much  more,  by  io- 
creasing  home  manufaotures,  which  can  only 
make  us  in  fact  a  rich,  fk«^  and  independent  na- 
tion. For  I  contend  our  independence  is  incom- 
plete, while  we  are  dependent  for  so  greMapart 
of  our  clothing,  on  a  nation  possessed  of  myif- 
erful  a  marine,  as  to  assumie  the  exclusite  jnm- 
diction  of  the  ocean,  and  that  envies  our  hberty 
and  increasiuff  Wealth. 

I  am  sensiUe,  Mr*  Chairman,  that  I  am  nmnfng 
counter  to  a  strong  current  of  puWc  opindoOi  tbat 
it  is  our  interest  to  pursue  agriculture  and  eotn- 
merce ;  leaving  manufhctures  to  old  natiooa  whose 
numerous  population  reduces  the  price  of  labor; 
but,  i  am  happy  in  beholding  this  false  theory 
daily  falling  before  the  irresistible  power  of  ihct 
The  cheapness  of  food  in  many  parts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  overbalances  the  hifth  price  of  U^ 
so  much,  as  to  enable  various  kinds  of  home  maa- 
ufactures  to  be  sold  lower  than  those  of  the  same 
quality  imported  from  Great  Britain.  Witness 
shoes,  which  have  neariy  excluded  importatiflo; 
and  1  am  credibly  informed,  that  coarM  home 
made  linen,  can  at  this  time  be  purchased  lower 
than  imported,  of  the  same  quality.    As  a  fbrtber 
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pcoof  of  my  pMtion,  I  will  detain  the  Committee 
with  bat  one  more  fact.  Some  time  after  the 
Rerolotiopary  wm,  when  large  quantities  of  cot- 
ton were  imported  for  oar  own  consnmptioD,  a 
manafactare  of  that  article  was  began  at  Wil- 
mioi^,  and  brought  to  such  perfection,  that  a 
laerohlnt  in  Philadelphia  informed  me,  that  he 
ocNild  purchase  various  kinds  of  cotton  lower,  and 
(yf  auperiorquaiitf  to  those  he  imported  from  En- 
l^afid ;  and  that  a  British  agent,  on  viewing  some 
of  those  goods,  in  his  store,  observed,  that  would 
Berer  do;  we,  says  he,  (meaning  the  merchants 
of  Great  BritsiD)  mfost  put  a  ston  to  this — and 
^hortlf  after  the  factory  was  burned  down !  Here 
let  me  ask  the  miembers  of  this  Committee,  whe- 
:tlMr  if  at  that  time,  when  a  manufkoturer  of  cot- 
(ton  had  lo  import  it  under  a  heavy  duty,  and 
^cmdd  nevtrthetess  rival  the  British,  he  could  not 
now,  when  many  millions  of  pounds,  the  growth 
«f  oar  own  soil,  are  exported  annually,  which 
night  be  obtained  free  of  doty ;  and  when  labor- 
atfving  machines  are  brought  to  so  much  greater 
mififtction  ?  And  secondly,  whether  any  free  and 
independeot  citizen  would  not  prefer  a  temporary 
aaorifice  of  interest  to  a  servile  depeodence  upon 
«  liaoghty  tyrannical  nation,  whose  iDfluence  and 
joU  have  not  only  greatly  injured  the  infant  man- 
ufactures of  the  United  States,  but  ruined  many 
in  various  parts  of  the  world?  And  thirdly,  let 
BM  ask  yoU;  my  Southern  brethren — who,  I  am 
told,  are  reptdly  making  fortunes  by  raising  and 
exporting  cotton — would  it  not  ^ive  you  additional 
pleaaure  to  sell  this  raw  material  (of  which  I  am 
laformed  five  thousand  dollars'  worth,  when  man- 
viMtured,  makes  one  hundred  thousand)  to  your 
brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  Slates,  and  re- 
oetv«  it  manufactured  fVom  them— whereby  the 
iodittitrioiB  poor  of  our  own  citizens  would  be 
«apportod*--rather  than  fVom  a  foreign  nationl  I 
h»ie  no  doubt  but  that  you  would* 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  let  me  ask  what 
ittiaed  Qreat  Britain  to  affluenee  and  power? 
Was  it  not  by  giving  sueh  encouragement  to  mftn- 
ofitctUfes  as  to  induce  HMinalacturers,  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  Europe,  toemigrate  to  thatishind, 
Whreby  their  internal  strength  has  been  greatly  in- 
•  eraaaed,  and  their  fleets  and  armies  principally 
supported  by  the  product  of  their  manufactures'? 
"SbeM  are  facts  that  I  trust  no  inember  on  this 
floor  will  deny. 

lam  told  thatijkeat  Britain  charges  an  ez^ 
port  doty  of  frar  per  cent*  on  all  cotton  goods  im- 
portied  into  the  United  States,  and  but  one  and  a 
Wf  on  those  exported  to  other  countries.  This 
tedvosffrae  to  renew  the<]uery.  where  is  the  spirit 
of  nrei  Has  it  fled  from  our  land?  Are  we  dis- 
posed ahterfttUj  to  submit  to  every  species  of  in- 
sult and  injustice  that  nation  chooses  to  impose 
tmov  us?  What  peculiar  advantage  do  we  de- 
riVe  from  their  trade,  to  indoee  us  to  submit  to 
highw  duties  than  any  other  nation  ?  Is  it  be- 
oansa  the  balance  of  that  trade  is  deven  or  twelve 
tniiliooc  of  dollars  per  nanum  against  us  ?  Or  is 
it  because  the  credit  they  give  has  induced  many 
«f  oorfermers  and^jDecnanics  to  leave  their  use* 
M^oaetipattoBs^whieh  they  uttdersfoodi  ond'flo^k 


into  populous  ckies,  ffo  largely  into  trade,  and 
bu^ness  which  they  did  not  understand;  and,  after 
living  ia  pride  and  luxury  a  few  years,  prove  in- 
solvent, and  wrong  their  creditors  out  of  many 
thousand  dollars?  Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  I 
consider  and  investigate  this  subject  the  morel 
am  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
towards  Great  Britain*-«the  moreiamnstonished 
at  the  conduct  of  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
assembled.  In  this  astonishment,  bear  with  ane 
while  I  ad(kess  this  Committee,  in  the  language 
of  one  formerly  to  the  Galatians.  Oht  foolish 
Americans,  who  lurth  bewitched  you,  thus  to  sub- 
mit to  inj^ury  and  insult,  from  a  nation  whoea 
trade  subjects  you  to  a  loss  of  eleven  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  who  charges 
four  per  cent,  on  the  goods  3^00  import  from  her, 
and  but  one  and  a  half  to  all  other  nations  ? 

My  friend,  the  Speaker,  attempted  to  eipkim 
thb  paradox,  or  rather  rejected  the  premises  as 
an  impossibility,  that  the  United  States  should  in- 
crease in  wealth,  when  nearly  one  half  of  their 
foreign  trade,  instead  of  producing  profit,  threw  a 
balance  of  eleven  or  twelve  million  of  dollars 
affainst  them.  But,  he  mi^ht  have  avoided  tbe 
Herculean  task,  of  producing  to  the  Committee 
that  which  was  impossible,  because  it  never  ex- 
isted, bv  cecurring  to  the  fact  adduced  by  n»y 
friend  Arom  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bidwell;)  and  ^ 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  our  tables,  viz :  that  this  deficiency  was  over- 
balanced by  our  more  profitable  trade  carried  on 
with  other  nations.  I  do  not  rely  barely  upon 
the  in^mation  given  upon  this  floor,  or  the  doc- 
uments before  us,  to  establish  this  ^t.  I  rely 
also  upon  preceding  documents,  and  the  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  merchants,  and  others 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  trade  with 
Qreat  Britain.  All  amein^,  that  with  some 
rare  exceptions,  the  balance  is  so  much  against 
the  United  States,  that  were  it  not  for  the  more 
pn^tahle  tmde  carried  on  with  other  nations,  in- 
stead of  growing  rich,  we  should  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  poverty. 

For  tnis  reason,  I  am  in  favor  of  non-inter- 
course, rather  than  a  prohibition  of  her  manufac- 
tures ;  because,  if  we  cannot  do  without  them,  we 
could,  in  my  opinion,  procure  them  from  other 
nations  seeond  hand,  upon  more  advantageous 
terms  than  under  the  present  duties,  we  do  now, 
immediately  from  them ;  and  because  I  consider 
gratitude,  justice,  and  the  interest  of  our  country, 
obligatory  upon  us,  to  encourage  trade  with  those 
nations  who  deal  with  us  upon  fair  and  honora- 
ble terms,  mnd  to  discourage  it  with  those  who  do 
not.  And  lastly,  because  I  am  fully  persuaded 
it  would  soon  induce  Qreat  Britain  to  open  a 
fair  and  permanent  trade  with  her  West  India 
islands,  much  more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States  than  the  trade  to  the  mother  country.  I 
shall  conclude  this  subject  with  returning  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  very  able 
and  decisive  maoner  in  which  he  has  supported 
my  premises  in  fiivor  of  American  manufaetores, 
by  informing  the  Committee  that  they  do  not 
now,  as  formerly,  depend  on  a  great  -number  of 
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hands,  by  reason  of  labor-savin^^  machines  being 
brooght  to  so  much  greater  perfection.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  a  conclusive  reason,  founded  upon  fact. 
Mr.  Chairman,  during  the  present  session  I 
have  heard,  with  surprise  and  regret,  members 
of  this  House  represent  the  condemnation  of  our 
property  and  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  as 
things  of  trivial  consequence;  and  that  the  alarm 
was  principally  raised  bv  the  merchants,  for  the 
purpose  of  speculation;  that  if  the^  coula  induce 
Congress  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, they  would  raise  their  goods  one  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  country  produce  fall  in  proportion,  by 
which  means,  instead  of  losing,  they  would  be 
greatly  benefitted.  This  language,  I  repeat,  has 
exceedingly  hurt  my  £eelings,  since  this  subject 
has  become  a  common  topic  of  conversation,  for 
two  reasons :  First,  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  one  class  of  useful  and 
respectable  citizens  from  the  other,  and  more 
numerous  classes,  and  therebv  lessen  tbat  confi- 
dence, unity,  and  harmony,  that  is  as  necessary 
to  continue  amongst  the  various  members  of  our 
body  politic,  for  the  preservation  of  national 
strength  and  vigor,  as  that  the  various  parts  of  an 
animal  body  should  faarmoniouslv  act  together. 
And,  secondly,  if  we  judge  of  things  to  come 
by  thioffs  past,  these  insinuations  will  not  be  real- 
ized ;  the  reverse,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the 
case;  the  diminution  of  sales  will  overbalance 
the  advanced  price.  I  know  of  but  one  class  of 
merchants  that  would  be  benefitted  ;  tbat  is,  those 
who  wish  to  leave  business,  having  on  hand  a 
Urge  stock  of  goods,  which,  sold  at  an  advanced 
price,  they  would  consequently  be  gainers ;  but 
those  of  small  capitals  who  wish  to  increase  them 
by  continuing  in  trade,  would  suffer  at  least  in 
equal  proportion  with  farmers.  I  have  also  heard 
it  alleged,  that  it  is  only  in  carrying  foreign  ar- 
ticles from  one  belligerent  port  to  another,  and 
not  in  directly  transporting  our  own  commodi- 
ties to  any  belligerent  port,  that  the  British  take, 
and  condemn  our  vessels ;  and  by  that  trade  the 
merchants  only  are  benefitted  ;  therefore  it  is  im< 
proper  for  our  Gk)Vemment  to  run  any  risk  to  sup- 
port them  in  that  trade.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  ap- 
pears to  me  a  very  extraordinary  and  absurd  mode 
of  reasoning.  So  far  from  being  entitled  to  no  sup- 
port from  Government^  I  consider  it  an  extra  ben- 
efit, and  therefore  entitled  to  an  extra  support. 
To  explain  m^  meaning  on  this  subject,  let  me 
ask  this  question: — If  our  merchants  provide 
Tessels  sufficient  to  transport  all  the  produce  we 
can  snare  to  foreign  markeu ;  and  the  return  car- 
roes  brought  into  our  ports  is  more  than  we  want 
for  home  consumption ;  which  surplus  they  re- 
export, and  by  these  extra  exertions  gain  one' mil- 
lion of  dollars  annually,  is  not  the  property  of 
the  United  States  increased  in  that  proportion  ? 
Shall  we  then  by  neglect,  damp  or  check  this  en- 
terprising spirit  in  that  class  of  citi?[cns,  who,  by 
their  extraordinary  exertion,  have  ffreatly  in- 
creased our  revenue  and  wealth  ?  f  hope  noL 
1  hope  Congress  will  unite  in  applying  an  effica- 
cious remedy  for  past  losses,  and  a  sufficient  pre- 
▼entiye  m  future. 


f 
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I  shall  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  British  armed 
vessels,  pressing  our  seamen,  confining  them  oa 
board  ships  of  war,  and  obliging  them  to  assist  ia 
fighting  their  battles  with  nations  in  amity  and 
peace  with  the  United  States.  These  are  crimes 
of  so  horrid  a  nature,  as  can  only  be  perpetrated 
by  infernal  spirits,  actuating  human  bodies,  sup- 
ported by  a  Government  which,  as  I  have  bdfore 
observed,  was  founded  in  war,  and  is  supported  by 
tyranny,  oppre»sion,  and  the  effusion  of  hnmti 
blood !  Let  none  say  that  I  am  painting  this  scene 
in  too  deep  colors,  or  attaching  greater  infamy  ta 
the  actors  than  they  deserve.  It  is  impossible. 
If  you  doubt  this,  accompany  me  in  a  short  visit 
to  the  lonely  cottage,  where  sit  weeping  twot^d 
parents  for  the  loss  of  their  only  son,  whose  §lial 
love  induced  him  to  take  a  voyage  to  sea,  hopinj; 
to  procure  a  more  comfortable  subsistence  for  hii 
parents  in  the  decline  of  life.  Attend  to  their 
mournful  tale: — We  received  a  letter  from  our 
dear  son,  inform in^^  us  that  he  had  a  prosperous 
voyage,  was  returning  home,  hoping  shortly  to  see 
his  native  land ;  but  alas !  met  by  a  British  ship 
of  war,  he  was  inhumanly  forced  on  board,  and 
carried  we  know  not  where — our.  only  hope  is 
blasted  and  the  remainder  of  our  days  coosigoed 
to  poverty,  grief  and  wo ! 

One  more  visit  to  a  still  more  affecting  seene, 
I  conceive  will  fully  establish  my  position,  tbat 
the  actors  in  this  infernal  tragedy  cannot  be  too 
much  execrated.  It  is  to  the  small  chamber  of  a 
disconsolate  widow,  bathed  in  tears,  surrounded 
by  helpless  orphans — with  faltering  voice,  inter- 
rupted by  many  a  bitter  sigh,  she  relates  the  cause 
of  her  woe :  My  dear  husband,  finding  he  could 
make  more  by  following  the  sea  than  by  stafiog 
on  shore,  had  been  absent  more  than  twelve 
months,  when  1  received  a  letter,  informing  that 
his  voyage  had  been  prosperous;  that  he  expected 
soon  to  arrive  with  sufficient  property  to  place  me, 
and  these  dear  children,  in  a  comfortablesituaiion; 
but,  oh  I  how  shall  I  relate  the  dreadful  reverse? 
When  in  sight  of  his  native  land,  met  by  a  Bn- 
tish  armed  vessel,  compelled  by  a  gang  of  inhu- 
man monsters,  in  human  shape,  to  go  on  board  a 
ship  of  war,  to  assist  in  fighting  their  battles; 
where  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he 
languished,  of  which  he  died,  and  with  him  died 
all  my  joy,  all  mv  comfort,  and  all  my  bopel 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  told  that  lam  addressing  (he 
passions.  Be  it  so.  But  let  it  be  rememberedi 
tbat  lam  not  addressing  them  with  fiction, or  the 
enthusiastic  flights  of  imagination ;  but  present- 
ing a  feeble  portrait  of  those  real  and  horrid  ing^ 
dies,  that  we  have  too  long  suffered  to  be  acted 
with  impunity  upon  our  defenceless  fellow-ciu- 
zens.  ^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  near  thirty  years  has  w«ea 
away,  since  the  citizens  of  these  United  Stat^ 
have  suffered  under  this  degrading  oppression  ana 
cruelty,  peculiar  to  the  British  Government,  w 
proof  I  shall  read  a  memorial  of  two  of  the  vene- 
rable patriots  of  that  day : '  i.^  #fc.i 

"  For  the  sake  of  hnmanity  it  is  to  be  ^'^^'^^^ 
men  wotild  endeavor  to  allemte,  as  mush  m.t^"'^ 
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file  nnftvoidable  miseries  attending  a  state  of  war.  It 
has  been  said  that  among  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe 
the  ancient  horrors  of  that  state  are  much  diminished  ; 
but  the  compelling  men  by  chains,  stripes,  and  famine, 
to  fight  against  their  friends  and  relations,  is  a  new 
mode  of  barbarity,  which  your  nation  alone  had  the 
honor  of  inventing;  and  the  sending  American  prison- 
ers of  war  to  Africa  and  Asia,  remote  from  all  proba- 
bility of  exchange,  and  where  they  can  scarce  hope  ever 
to  hear  from  their  families,  even  if  the  unwholesome- 
ness  of  the  climate  does  not  put  a  speedy  end  to  their 
lives,  is  a  manner  of  treating  captives  that  you  can 
jttstiiy  by  no  other  precedent  or  custom,  except  that  of 
the  black  savages  of  Guinea.  We  are  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient  servants,  B.  FRANKLIN, 

S.  DEANE." 
"Lord  Tiscount  Stobxovt." 
To  the  above  letter  the  following  reply  was 
made :  ^  The  King's  Ambassador  receives  no  let- 
'  ters  from  rebels,  except  when  they  come  to  ask 
'  mercj."  At  that  time  the  event  of  the  war  was 
undecided ;  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prevent  that  cruel,  inhuman,  practice ;  not  so  at 
this  time,  it  is  now  in  our  power.  Shall  we  suf- 
fer that  nation,  after  acknowledging  our  independ- 
ence, to  continue  the  same  arbitrary  and  tyranni- 
cal cruelty  over  our  seamen,  sailing  under  pro- 
tection of  our  own  flag,  that  they  did  at  that  tim^ 
when  they  insolently  styled  us  rebels  ?  I  hope  we 
shall  not. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
whereby  upward  of  three  hundred  of  our  citizens 
became  prisoners  to  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  How 
was  this  account  received  by  the  members  of  Con- 
gress ?  What  sensations  did  it  produce,  and  what 
was  the  eflTect  ?  I  need  not  inform  this  Commit- 
tee. Ev^ery  member,  bv  turning  to  his  Journal, 
may  satisfy  himself  that  prompt  and  decisive 
measures  were  adopted  to  procure  their  release 
from  captivity.  This  case  has  been,  by  some 
members,  contrasted  with  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen.  Let  us  analyze  the  two  cases,  and  see 
what  similarity  there  is  between  them.  Our  cap- 
tives at  Tripoli  had  entered  voluntarily  on  board 
a  fri^te  of  the  United  States,  then  at  war  with 
that  Power;  and  in  that  war  were  taken  prison- 
ers, and  when  so,  were  neither  inhumanly  oeaten, 
nor  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  any  nation, 
aithoug^h  the  war  was  vigorously  carried  on  by 
the  United  States,  to  reduce  the  town  in  whicn 
they  were  prisoners.  Did  they  suffer  anything 
bat  what  their  voluntary  will  subjected  them  to— 
captivity,  a  frequent  attendant,  and  always  a  pos- 
sible consequence  of  war  ?  Will  their  case  bear 
any  comparison  with  that  of  a  passenger,  who,  to 
avoid  the  tyranny  of  a  European  despot,  had  left 
his  native  land,  hoping  to  find  a  peaceful  asylum 
Id  the  United  States  the  remainoer  of  his  days ; 
supposing  himself  secure  under  the  protection  of 
their  flag,  escaped  from  the  danger  of  the  sea,  in 
n^ht  of  land,  with  American  seamen,  endeared 
to  him  by  their  kindness  on  the  passage ;  together 
forced  by  a  press-gani;  on  board  a  ship  of  war, 
and  there  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  their 
friends  ?  It  will  not ;  it  sinks  into  insignificance; 
it  is  like  a  drop  to  the  ocean.  Shall  we  then  treat 


with  indifference  an  account  laid  on  our  tables, 
that  three  thousand  of  our  seamen  are  not  only 
taken  captive,  but  many  of  them  ignominiously 
beaten  with  many  stripes,  and  compelled  to  assist 
in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  British  Qovernment, 
with  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace  ?    If  the 
case  of  our  captives  at  Tripoli  was  sufficient  to 
excite  such  tender  sensations  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  as  to  induce  them  immedi- 
ately to  adopt  efficient  measures  to  obtain  their 
release,  will  not  the  insolence  and  barbarity  of 
British  armed  vessels,  pressing  our  seamen  in  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  after  a  perilous  voyage, 
rejoicing  in  beholding  again  their  native  land-— 
enjoying  by  anticipation  the  pleasing  company  of 
their  long  absent  friends — expecting,  in  a  few 
hours,  the  completion  of  their  happiness,  in  the 
rapturous  embraces  of  their  bosom  friends,  and 
beloved  offspring  ?    But,  alas !  from  their  native 
land,  and  from  all  the  most  near  and  dear  con- 
nexions in  life,  they  are  inhumanly  rent  asunder^ 
perhaps  never  again  to  see  their  hearts'  delight, 
but  forced  on  board  one  of  those  infernal  ma- 
chines called  a  British  ship  of  war,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  imbrue  their  hands  in  human  blood — in 
the  blood  of  those  with  whom  they  have  no  dif- 
ference— they  receive  mortal  wounds — they  lan- 
guish— they  die — without  any  tender  friend  to 
sympathize  with  them  in  their  affliction,  or  ten- 
derly close  their  dying  eyes !    Will  not,  I  say,  re- 
flecting on  such  scenes  as  these,  not  only  excite  a 
superior  degree  of  sympathy  and  tender  feelings 
of  humanity,  but  raise  an   honest  indignation 
and  decided  detestation  for  the  actors  of  those 
horrid  scenes,  and  for  that  Government  who  pre- 
tends to  be  the  principal  supporter  of  liberty,  and 
that  holy  religion,  which  enjoins  upon  its  adher- 
ents to  do  unto  all  men  as  they  would  be  done 
unto;  and  yet  persists  in  those  base  and  barbarous 
acts  of  injustice,  which  are  disavowed  and  reject- 
ed by  all  other  Christian  nations !    I  hope  it  will. 
I  hope  there  yet  remains  in  this  Committee  some 
of  the  sparks  of  the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  that,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  arose  into  an  irresistible 
flame,  burned  and  destroyed  that  servile  depend- 
ence on  the  hauffhty,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical 
Government  of  Ureat  Britain,  who  wished  to  bind 
the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.    May  the 
remaining  sparks  be  rekindled,  and  burn  up  the 
residue  of  the  dregs  of  British  tyranny !   May  the 
first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress  ot  the  United 
States  evince  to  the  world  that  they  are  worthy 
of,  and  mean  to  support  that  liberty  and  independ- 
ence, lately  purchased  at  the  price  of  blood; 
which  we  have  now  in  our  power  to  dOj  without 
the  effusion  of  human  blood ;  only  by  doing  what 
I  conceive  to  be  our  indispensable  duty — to  act 
justly  and  impartially  toward  all  nations  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse,  and  to  withhold  in- 
tercourse from  any  nation  that  will  not,  in  turn, 
deal  justly,  upon  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  situation  on  the  map  of  the 
world  places  us  in  a  commanding  attitude — and 
our  principal  exports  being  tbe  substantial  neces- 
saries of  life,  renders  them  essentially  necessary 
to  those  European  despots,  many/of  whose  wretdi^ 
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ed  subjects,  instead  of  being  peaceably  permitted 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  are  hired,  or  compelled  to 
leave  this  innocent  occupation,  and  imbody  them- 
selves  for  the  purpose  of  learning  more  comnletely 
t];ke  infernal  art  of  inhumanly  butchering  toe  hu- 
man species,  and  to  destroy,  in  a  short  time,  the 
productions  of  great  and  fertile  countries,  where- 
oy  always  want,  and  sometimes  famine  is  pro- 
duced !  Thus  situated,  the  United  States  can, 
;without  shedding  of  human  blood,  and  without 
permanent  injury  to  her  revenue,  or  citizens,  com- 
pel the  haughty  tyrant  of  the  ocean  to  do  us  that 
justice  which  several  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe  have  long  strove  in  vain  to  effect, 
by  equipping  large  fleets,  and  raising  mighty  ar- 
mies. For  the  United  States  of  America  is  re- 
served by  the  AUwise  Disposer  of  Events,  that 
glorious  work  of  effecting  by  peaceable  means,  a 
cessation  from  injustice  andT  injuries,  which  war 
meaiures  have  only  tended  to  increase.  To  prove 
this  fact,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  history  of  the 
last  century ;  there  we  find  three  of  the  most 
powerful  maritime  nations  of  Europe — Holland; 
France,  and  Spain — contending  with  England, 
severally  and  jointly,  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
seas;  and  what  has  been  the  effect?  Let  the 
blood-stained  ocean,  and  the  numerous  vessels  of 
war,  built  and  equipped  by  those  nations  that  have 
heretofore,  and  do  at  this  time,  make  component 
parts  of  the  British  navv^  answer  the  question. 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  tola  that  I  have  given  up  the 
argument,  by  acknowledging  that  the  three  great- 
est maritime  Powers  during  the  last  century,  by 
opposing  the  tyranny  of  JBritain,  only  increased 
her  power  at  their  own  expense  and  loss.  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  adduced  this  fact  to  show  that 
they  attacked  her  in  the  only  point  where  she 
was  invulaerable ;  they  attacked  her  wooden 
walls,  raised  by  her  manufactures  and  supported 
in  part  by  the  plunder  of  foreign  nations ;  they 
attacked  the  effect,  let  us  attack  the  cause ;  re- 
move the  cause,  and  the  effect  will  cease.  This 
is  not  a  sentiment  peculiar  to  my  weak  brain  ;  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  sentiment  adopted  by  a  great 
majority  of  the  most  enlightened  and  best  inform- 
ed citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  so 
from  verbal  communications,  and  from  public 
prints — an  extract  from  one  of  these  I  shau  now 
read: 

<<It  is  expected,  (sa^s  the  Independent  Chronicle,) 
that,  on  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  important  busi- 
ness of  national  commerce  will  be  adopted,  to  give  pro- 
tection to  our  property  and  seamen  ;  that  the  British 
nation  will  feel  the  force  of  our  trade,  not  only  within 
their  manufacturing  towns,  but  the  islands.  We  have 
a  strength  in  this  species  of  warflBU'e,  which  would  com- 
mand the  attention  and  req»ect  of  that  nation.  Our 
imports  of  their  fantastical  arttdes  of  ftuihion,  which 
oiilv  serve  to  vitiate  <rar  habits,  and  intiodaee  idleness 
and  dissipation  among  oar  dtixens,  are  the  mainspriBgi 
whieh  enable  them  to  enrich  diemselvea  at  our  cost 
Let  us  only  cease  to  barter  our  national  honor  for  gew- 
gaws and  artieles  of  ibpperj,  and  we  might  bid  defi- 
anee  to  that  Power,  which  now  wantonly  sports  with 
our  sovereignty  and  independence.  The  suppression 
of  a  cargo  of  British  manufactures  would  be  more 
powecM  than  ten  sail-o^the-line;  ibr  the  latter  might 


be  captured,  and  occeoion  a  loas  of  miUioai,  bot  ^ 
former  would  enforce  its  operation  with  an  efficacy  too 
powerful  to  be  concealed,  attended  with  the  laTing  of 
minions  of  dollars,  which  are  yearly  remitted  forsapei- 
fluities.  Let  us  know  our  strength,  as  it  relates  tA 
Britain,  and  we  should  not  hesitate  long  in  puttii^  it 
into  operation.  Ships  of  war  are  the  stzength  of  BnU 
ain,  but  a  non-intercouise  would  soon  dismount  ste^ 
cannon  of  their  navy.'' 

However  ohimeideal  this  may  appear  to  tkeeu*- 
ioeists  of  Britahoi,  who  suppose  her  powsr  kvia-^ 
cihle,  and  her  resources  inexhavstihle,  they  are  as 
certain  and  inevitable  ceinseqveaces  as  that  wtler 
wilt  quench  fire,  or,  that  taking  away  the  fuel 
will  cause  it  to  go  out.  But,  suppose  Great  Brit- 
ain should,  contrary  to  her  interest,  refuse  to 
enter  into  just  and  amicabte  arrangements  with 
the  United  States ;  should  kt  a  non-intercoone 
law  go  into  operation;  should  put  fortk  ber 
strength,  as  we  have  been  told  she  will  do,  aad 
make  us  feel  it.  What  would  be  the  coBse- 
quenoe  ?  In  my  opinion,  a  horn-book  poltticiai^ 
that  has  only  learned  his  A,  B,  C,  (if  he  has  oot 
learned  them  in  the  school  of  a  British  Minister,) 
may  discover  the  certain  and  inevitable  eoose- 
quence,  that  as  their  oppression  and  injustice  to 
the  Colonies  produced  a  partial  iadepeBdnee^ 
their  continuance  therein  would  complete  the^ 
tem.  I  say  a  partial  iadependenee,  and  cooeerre 
myself  fully  authorized  in  adopting  this  langfitf^ 
as  long  as  members  of  Congress  hold  up  ao  wA 
that  we  cannot  exist  without  hn porting  Biitisk 
manufactures ;  that  non-intercourse  would  iojwe 
the  United  States  more  than  Great  Britain,  ab^ 
that  if  we  offend  her  Minister,  he  will  poi  fortk 
his  strength,  and  make  us  feel  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  desire  not  to  tres^ 
on  the  patience  of  this  Committee,  I  will,inaft|^ 
words,  state  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  w 
grounds  oi  opposition  to  a  non-intercourse  kw, 
which  I  consider  as  the  only  effectual  ntessare' 
One  member  has  told  us,  his  tobacco  is  not  loW. 
Another,  that  it  would  sacrifice  at  least  one  ywi^ 
crop ;  and  a  third,  that  it  will  operate  harderttpo* 
his  constituents  than  in  any  other  part  <n  *« 
Union.  And  here  I  must  amicipate  the8i«»*»^ 
of  a  fourth  class,  that  has  not  sold  th^r  wfce«J» 
And  another  class  of  citizens,  I  should  ha\re  added, 
to  this  list  of  anticipated  sufferers,  if  we  had  wj 
been  informed,  from  high  authority,  thV  ib*J 
were  like  slippery  eels,  that  could  slip  ^^^^7 
evade  any  law :  I  mean  the  merchants,vi^ 
doubtless,  have  on  hand  large  quantities  opw^j 
pork,  &c.  But,  as  we  are  told,  they  are  cooIW' 
culaiing  rogues',  and,  therefore,  well  able  to  *7 
themselves,  I  shall  leave  them  to  manage  t^ 
own  business  in  their  own  way,  and  cio*®  *^ 
catalogue  of  sufferers  with  the  case  of  my  !«»»*' 
diate  constituent*?  in  New  Jersey;  they  are, many 
of  them,  poor  tenants,  who  depend  upon  payij 
high  rents,  and  supporting  their  families  *>y  "^J: 
inff  produce  for  market,  and  can  only,  by  '"**S 
industry  and  rigid  economy,  pay  their  ''^°^».  ^ 
support  their  families.  If  produce  fells  one  nur 
dred  percent,  what  must  their  situation  be'  vv 
not  they  merit  at  least  an  equal  share  ot  comar 
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eration  with  rich  Ismdholders,  who  clear,  by  rais- 
ins tobacco,  cotton,  or  rice,  from  five  ta  ten,  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  per  annum?  I  hope  no 
member  on  this  floor  will  conclude  they  do  not. 
Yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  bold  to  say,  on  their  be- 
half, that,  if  it  depended  on  their  voice,  they  would 
aay^  pass  the  law.  They  would  say,  as  some  of 
their  fathers  said  at  the  commencement  of  the, 
jfievolulionary  war,  we  will  put  on  our  old 
clothes,  and  wear  them  over  again ;  we  will  reject 
her  manufactures,  an4  forego 'the  sweets  of  her 
islands,  rather  than  submit  to  her  insolence,  and 
the  cruelty  of  her  commanders  of  armed  vessels, 
pressing  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  mouths  of  our 
harbors,  and,  by  stripes  and  cruelty,  compelling 
them  to  assist  in  fiffhting  their  battles  against  na- 
tions in  amity  and  peace  with  us !  This,  I  be- 
lieve would  be  their  language,  and  not  theirs  only, 
l^ut  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  So  far  am  I  from  believing  with  my 
firiend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Bably,)  that  if  all  the 
people  of  the  Umted  States  were  fully  informed 
of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,'  nine-tenths 
-would  reject  the  present  resolution ;  nineteen- 
twentietki  would  call  upon  ^s  to  nass  a  non-in- 
t^course  laW)  to  prohibit  trade  with  that  natioi^ 
Qotil  she  restored  our  seamen,  and  entered  into 
aj^capgements  to  trade  with  ii^s  in  future  u^on 
terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

A  peace  neutmlity/a  non-intercourse  l^w  tp  en- 
foice  the  resolutions  sent  hy^  the  Senate  to  our 
Fiesident,  will  be  more  efficacioqs  than  flfty  ships- 
of-the-line,  and  one  hundred  frigates.  The  voice 
of  a  respectable  c(ass  of  citizens,  (the  n^^rchants,) 
who  more  iqiiaediately  sufler  loss  of  property; 
the  voice  of  humanity;  the  sighs  of  ag€4  pa- 
lents,  lamenting  the  abseufse  of  their  belpved  off* 
uring ;  the  neart-rending  cries  of  tender  females, 
for  the  loss  of  theii  bosom  frien4s*-all  supported 
\^j  the  eternal,  immutable  principles  of  equal  jus* 
tice,  united,  call  alou|d  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Raited  3^tes  to  appl/  &&  e^BBCtual  reoaedy  to  this 
hpi rid  scene  of  ibjujMmsc,  oppressiotn.  an4  tyranpy  1 
God  grant  that  we  may  no  longer  tiim  a  deaf  ear 
or  treat  with  indifijerence  these  calls. 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  imftose  upon  the  Com- 
flaitiiee  by  frequent  oommuatoations,  I  OMist  beg 
their  attention  a  few  minutes  ioager. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  confident  declamation  of  a 
member  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  hae  taken  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  more  than  three  times  as 
Jong  as  any  other,  has  brought  to  my  remem- 
brance the  language  of  one,  who,  in  his  day,  was 
called  the  wisest  of  men,  (Solomon  :)  "Wo  to 
thee,  oh  land,  when  thy  ^ioc;  is  a  child."  Wo  to 
these  United  States,  if  ever  that  day  should  arrive 
when  a  majority  of  her  Legislature  should  be 
children,  rocked  on  downy  pillows,  dandled  i^ 
the  lap  of  pleasure,  and  fed  at  the  table  of  luxury; 
Wiboee  knowledge  is  all  theoretic,  acquired  by 
reading,  seated  in  easy  chairs.  These  are  th£ 
mushrooms,  the  fungusses,  the  premature  hot- 
bed productions,  that  we  have  been  so  often  told 
of;  notwithstanding  thev  have  had  the  assurance 
may  I  not  more  properly  say  insolence?) on  this 
•r^  to  treat  the  arguments  of  all  who  difiier  from 


them,  as  trifling,,  and  unworthy  of  notice ;  and 
those  resolutions,  which  other  members  have  in- 
troduced, as  spurious  Ulegitioftate  productions,  and 
their  authors  and  supporters  as  horn-book  politi- 
cians, not  having  learned  tbeir  A,  B,  C,and,  what 
is  much  worse,  they  never  can ;  being[  so  void  of 
reason,  that  tney  ought  to  be  put  in  straight- 
waistcoats,  and  kept  i^  dark  rooms.  But,  one  ray 
of  comfort,  doubtless,  strikes  every  honest  minq, 
in  observing,  that  this  number  of  arrogant  dicta-^ 
tors  is  small.  God  grant  that  they  may  not  barely 
remain  small,  but,  (if  they  continue  their  lat/a^ 
insolent  conduct,)  at  the  next  election,  be  removedr^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  members  of  this  House  who  fre^ 
quently  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  Revolui* 
tionary  .war,  whereby  the  colonies  of  North  AiQ^ 
rica  faiecarae  free  and  independent  States-^-who^ 
remember  the  time  when  the  American  Army,- 
reduced  to  a  skeleton,  a  handful  of  inep,  dispiriteo* 
by  defeats,  and  hard  pressed  by  a  povyerful  an^ 
victorious  army  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Trenton,  f 
and,  in  addition  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  AriajL 
a  mortal  disorder  raged  in  various  parts,  wluc$ 
caused  some  to  observe,  that  it  appeared  as  if  the 
hand  of  Providence  was  turned  against  us — but, 
in  the  sequel,  had  thankfully  to  acknowledge,  thaj 
not  by  their  own  power,  hut  through  the  merer 
of  the  AUwise  Disposer  of  Events,  this  powerliu 
ariny  was  turned  back  again,  and,  npally^  obliged 
to  leave  this  land,  with  shame  ana  qi^gracel 
I  say,  those  members  will  not  rise  on  this  ftpor 
and  assert,  that  that  Grovernment,  beaded  by  th^ 
same  Monarch,  is  now  fighting  the  battlies  of  libr 
erty,  and  is  the  oiily  barrier  we  have  against  CKur 
lie  tyranny ;  neither  will  they  pour  torre^  df 
abuse  upon  the  Qovernment  of  that  nation  whicjh 
was  instrumeqtal  in  procuring  their  freedoji^,  a|i4 
still  mjui ifests  a  friendly  disposition  to  treat  our 
citizens  with  respect,  and  our  cou^me^ce  w;itft 
justice. 

Noj  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  and  trust  tliere  y^ 
remains  in  this  House,  and  in  this  natipn,  a  grea^ 
majority  who  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Omnipotent  Power,  that  not  only  reigi^ 
above,  but  doth  whatsoever  he  sees  meet  among 
the  children  of  men  i  These  will  not  depend  uikS 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Britain  to  delend 
us  from  Gallic,  or  other  tyranny ;  these  will  be 
concerned  to  act  justly  and  impartially  towar4 
all  nations,  depending  upon  the  God  of  justice^ 
truth,  ajUd  mercy,  to  bless  their  honest  endeavorsj 
and  to  preserve  them  and  their  constituents  l^ipa 
all  harm.  With  this  class,  however  the^  majf 
be  despised  by  the  wise  and  learned  in  their  owji 
conceit,  it  is  my  joy,  my  comfort,  and  my  glory 
V>  act.  These  I  salute  as  my  beloved  brethren, 
and  for  their  encouragement,  under  the  torrent* 
of  abuse  that  they  have  received,  let  them  re- 
member  that  the  just  man's  path  is  a  bright  an4 
shining  light,  that  shines  more  and  more  unto  th«j 
perfect  day,  and  that  all  who  walk  in  it  walk  saCb- 
ly.  and  have  nothing  to  fear !  {  shall  concltid^ 
with  recotnmending  to  the  perusal  and  attention 
of  those  wise  and  learned  members,  before  alludeqi 
to,  one  verse  of  that  justly  celebrated  prayer,com- 
posed  by  Al^&Qdet  Pope : 


L. 
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'*  Let  not  this  weak,  unknowing  hand 
Preeume  thy  bolts  to  throw, 
And  deal  damnation  round  a  land, 
On  each  I  judge  thy  foe." 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — Several  reasons  induce  me  toad- 
*TOcate  the  resolution  on  your  table,  one  of  the 
principal  of  which  is,  that  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
oest  means  of  vindicating  that  right  which  is  in- 
herent in  us  as  an  independent  and  neutral  nation, 
the  right  of  freely  navigating  the  ocean  in  our 
t>wn  ships,  and  carrying  our  own  property.  A 
riew  of  the  subject,  in  its  proper  aspect,  will  en- 
-able  us  to  see  what  tnat  right  is,  its  real  and  legiti- 
mate extent,  and,  consequentlyr,  wherein  it  has 
t>een  violated.  In  taking  this  view,  I  shall  be  led 
10  consider  the  doctrine  of  neutral  rights«in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  some  gentlemen 
have  taken  it.  It  is  much  to  be  reg[retted  that  the 
original  eround,  of  free  ships  makmg  free  goods, 
has  ever  been  abandoned  by  us.  Had  this  doc- 
trine been  established,  an  end  would  have  been 
pat  to  the  vexations,  and  spoliations  on  neutral 
commerce,  which  have  been  committed  under  the 
pretext  of  covered  property.  As  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  would  have  insured  the  safety  of  the  car- 
^o,  no  temptation  could  possibly  exist  for  fraudu- 
ent  practices — no  ground  for  the  accusation.  I 
believe  this  doctrine  is  the  best  supported  by  rea- 
son, and  by  the  considerations  of  justice  due  to 
neutral  by  belligerent  Powers.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than,  that  a  nation  at  war  has  no  right  to 
take  enemy's  property  on  neutral  ground.  No 
nation  has  ever  claimed  a  right  to  violate  the  ter- 
ritory of  a  friend,  in  order  to  seize  the  property 
of  an  enemy ;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  ship, 
sailing  under  a  neutral  flag,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  same  lisht  as  a  part  oT  the  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  that  fla§r  belongs.  The  only 
inquiry  which  a  belligerent  is  justified  in  making, 
is,  whether  the  ship  sails  under  false  colors,  or 
not  ?  and  this  would  be  suflSciently  shown  by  her 
pa[)ers.  I  believe  this  has  been  conceded  l)y  all 
nations,  at  least,  as  far  as  it  respects  ships  of  war. 
That  it  has  been  conceded  by  Great  Britain,  ap- 
jpears  from  the  celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Rob- 
bins,  otherwise  called  Thomas  Nash.  By  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  a  person  committing  murder  in 
the  territory  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
fleeing  to  the  other,  was  to  be  given  up  to  the  na- 
tion in  whose  territory  the  murder  was  committed. 
Under  that  treaty,  this  person  was  claimed  as  one 
of  the  mutineers  on  board  the  '*  Hermione,"  and 
was  surrendered  to  the  British  by  this  Govern- 
ment. He  could  not  have  been  demanded  on  a 
charge  of  piracy,  it  must  have  been  on  a  charge 
of  murder ;  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that 
he  was  surrendered  under  the  idea,  that  the  ship, 
on  board  of  which  the  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted, was  British  territory.  If  the  act  had 
been  inerely  a  piratical  onCj  he  could  not  have 
been  demanded.  This  nation,  as  well  as  that, 
would  have  been  competent  to  punish  him ;  all 
nations  having  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  acts 
of  piracy  committed  on  the  higH  seas.  He  must, 
therefore,  have  been  demanded  and  surrendered, 
under  the  Treaty  of  1794,  on  the  charge  of  mur- 


der, and  both  nations  must  have  considered  the 
ship  as  British  ground.  This,  then,  I  take  to  be 
the  true  and  legitimate  extent  of  the  claim  of  a 
neutral  nation :  that  her  ships  shall  be  considered 
as  a  part  of  her  territory,  and,  that  if  no  fraud  is 
committed  in  carrying  tne  flag,  they  have  a  per- 
feet  right  to  pass  unmolested.  But,  unfortunatelj. 
the  right  in  this  full  extent,  has  been  abandoned 
by  our  nation,  and,  however  we  may  regret  il,  we 
Are  bound  by  the  surrender. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Ranuolph,^  that  the  nation  who 
has  the  mastery  of  the  sea,  always  finds  it  her  in- 
terest to  narrow  down  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
indeed,  attempts  have  been  made  by  difierent  na- 
tions totally  to  cut  ofl*  all  commerce  with  their 
enemies.  So  with  Britain.  We  find,  as  early  as 
the  year  1688.  that  this  was  insisted  upon  by  Orett 
Britain.  In  her  treaty  with  Holland  of  that  yetr, 
she  agreed  to  prohibit  all  trade  with  France,  and 
it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  upon  the  same 
ground  as  is  now  set  up  as  a  pretext  for  her  nres- 
ent  aggressions — the  ground  of  necessity  and  the 
inordinate  ambition  of  the  French  Monarch. 
This  was  not  submitted  to  by  the  neutral  Powen. 
Sweden  and  other  northern  nations  remonstrated, 
and  their  remonstrances  were,  I  believe,  successful 

In  the  year  1757,  the  man  who  has  so  often  been 
alluded  to  by  the  epithet  of  "  back  stairs,"  the  pes- 
ent  Earl  of  Liverpool,  wrote  a  book  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towardsneo- 
tral  nations,  and  from  it  we  may  gather  his  senti- 
ments on  the  treaty  just  mentioned.  After  quoiinj 
the  second  and  third  article  of  the  convention,  m 
which  it  was  agreed  that  they,  (Holland  and 
England,)  "  would  take  any  ship  or  vessel,  whit- 

*  ever  King  or  State  it  may  belong  to,  thatsbiH 

*  be  found  sailing  into,  or  out  of,  the  potte  <" 

*  France,  and  condemn  both  vessel  and  merchan- 
'  dise  as  legal  prize ;  and,  that  this  resolution  should 

*  be  notified  to  all  neutral  States,"  he  proceeds: 

"  Such,  therefore,  at  this  time,  was  die  avowed  opij* 
ion  of  Holland,  and  England  was  induced  ^  i^"'^ 
her  in  this  convention,  exceeding  thereby  thoie  hw"* 
of  equity  and  moderation  which  she  had  almost  thnp 
practified,  in  this  point,  befiwre,  and  which  "he  wiM 
hope,  moirtiaithfuUyobwsrvo  for  the  future.  TheWflrtn- 
ern  Crowns,  who  were  particularly  affected  by  thy  1*®^ 
hibition,  contended  very  vehemently  against  it  h|^ 
swer  to  their  objections,  were  urged  the  circumstiflcj* 
of  afiairs,  the  danger  of  Europe,  and  the  roigfc^ 
strength  of  that  ambitious  Power,  which,  if  «**"?5 j 
traordinary  effort  was  not  made,  would  bring  ro*°JJ% 
under  iU  subjection.  It  is  remarkable  that  ^0°^"^ 
who  owed  his  fortune  and  employment  to  one  ^^^^ 
Northern  Crowns,  was  of  opinion,  in  this  ****5»*?^ 
them,  and  thought  that  the  convention  might  be  jow^ 
fied.  It  is  not  meant  here,  at  present,  either  to  cens^ 
or  commend  it.  Cu-cumstanccs  may  somcUmes  m 
a  thing  lawful,  which,  considered  by  itself,  '^f"'**  " 
unjust  But,  such  times  are  truly  unha]^py»  wlien 
cessity  must  be  pleaded  in  support  of  a  nght.      ^^ 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
in  the  year  1757.  .      f  r^^ 

But,  after  having  abandoned  the  doctrine  oi^^^ 
ships  making  free  goods,  we  must  be  ^^^^^  |o 
endeavoring  to  examine  what  rights  rem 
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nemrais.  Writers  upon  national  law,  who  hare 
supported  the  opposite  principle,  have  attempted 
to  show  the  extent  of  neutral  rights  in  their  com- 
merce with  the  belligerent  nations,  and  the  prin- 
cipal restrictions  are,  that  they  cannot  carry 
enemy's  property,  or  goods  contraband  of  war. 
Yarions  aefinitions  of  contraband  articles  have 
been  given.  As  long  as  the  production  or  fabri- 
caCioD  of  warlike  stores  and  arms  were  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  nations,  the  application  of  the 
principle  to  them  might  have  been  just;  but 
when  they  have  become  common  to  almost  all 
nations,  they  are  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
provisions  and  other  articles  of  commerce,  and  it 
has  become  extremely  doubtful  whether  tne  rea- 
soning of  modern  politicians  in  regard  to  them  is 
correct,  particularly  when  nations  on  the  eve  of 
war,  always  provide  themselves  with  sufficient 
magazines  for  carrying  it  on.  But,  even  those 
who  agree  in  the  principle  of  confiscating  contra- 
band articles,  find  it  difficult  to  regulate  its  extent. 
At  one  time,  it  is  so  restricted  as  to  exclude  from 
the  list  even  naval  stores  and  saltpetre ;  at  anoth- 
er, it  is  carried  to  a  ridiculous  extent.  Spain,  at 
one  time,  undertook  to  define  the  list  of  contra- 
band, and  declared  that  tobacco  should  be  included. 
This  became  a  ground  of  offence  to  England,  and 
Bfokershoek,  who  mentions  the  fact  on  the  au- 
thority  of  Zouch,  says,  that  the  English,  on  this 
oerasion,  granted  letters  of  reprisal  against  the 
Spaniards.  The  grave  Dutchman  then  conde- 
scends to  be  jocose,  and  observes,  '*  whether  this 

*  controversy  about  tobacco  ended  in  smoke  or  no. 
'  I  am  ignorant.    This,  however^  I  know,  that  1 

*  do  not  agree  with  the  Spaniard  in  opinion,  as  no 
'  use  was  ever  made  of  tobacco  to  kill  an  enemy."* 

Now,  when  the  doctrine  of  contraband  may  be 
carried  to  such  dangerous,  and  even  ludicrous 
lengths,  does  it  not  appear  proper  to  abandon  it 
altogether  7 

But  recurring  to  the  same  authority  to  which  I 
hare  already  referred,  we  shall  find  what  Great 
Britain  herself  understood  to  be  the  right  of  neu- 
trals in  the  year  1767: 

«  it  cannot,  I  thmk,  be  doubted,  that  according  to 
those  principles  of  natural  equity,  which  constittite 
the  law  of  nations,  the  people  of  every  country  must 
always  hare  a  right  to  trade  in  general  to  the  ports  of 
any  State,  though  it  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war 
with  another,  provided  it  be  in  their  own  merchan- 
dise, or  on  their  own  account,  and  that  under  this  pre- 
tence they  do  not  attempt  to  screen  from  one  party 
the  efiects  of  the  other,  and  on  condition  also  that  they 
cany  not  to  either  of  them  any  implements  of  war,  or 
whatever  else,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  respect- 
ive sitaations,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  may 

*  **  De  tabaco  magnis  animis  inter  Hispanos  et  An- 
glos qus  si  tum  esse  refert  Zoucheus,  (part  2,  de  Jure 
yec.  Sec  8,  Q.  12,)  et  ab  Hispanis,  judicatum  inter  res 
Teritas  esse,  adeo  propterea  indignantibus  Anglis,  nt 
etiam  contra  Hispanos  repressalias,  concesserint.  Sed 
an  ea  controversia  de  tabaco  tandem  in  frimam  abierit, 
nescio;  hoc  sdo  me  Hispanis  non  conscentire,  quia 
vemm  est  tabad  nnllnm  usum  esse  ad  csdendum 
hostem." — Bynka^hoek^  Quwtt.  Juris  puhUctj  Idb.  L 
Ctip.X. 


be  necessary  to  them  for  their  defence.  As  dear  as 
this  point  may  be,  it  has  suffidently  appeared  by  the 
facts  deduced  above,  that  amid  the  irregularities  of 
war,  the  rules  of  equity  in  this  respect  were  not  al- 
ways enough  regarded ;  and  that  many  Governments, 
in  time  of  war,  have  often  most  licentiously  disturbed,  - 
and  sometimes  prohibited  totally,  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations  with  their  enemies." — Discourse  on 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 

Here  is  no  mention  of  accustomed  trade.  En- 
emy's property  and  contraband  goods  alone  are 
mentioned  as  forbidden  to  be  carried  by  the 
neutral.  If  a  man  had  written  a  treatise  in 
defence  of  American  commerce  he  could  not 
have  been  more  explicit;  he  could  not  now  have 
taken  a  diflTerent  ground.  We  claim  the  right  of 
carrying  our  own  property — the  products  of  our 
own  industry  and  enterprise — to  the  ports  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  in  our  own  ships, 
and  of  importing  goods  from  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers into  our  own  country.  This  is  all  for  which 
we  contend.  We  send  money  to  the  East  Indies 
and  provisions  to  the  West  Indies,  and  we  re- 
ceive in  return  their  coffee  and  sugar,  which 
yields  us  a  profit,  and  of  which  we  obtain  greater 
quantities  than  are  required  for  our  own  con- 
sumption. What  then  ?  Are  the  United  States 
bound  to  keep  on  hand  the  whole  surplus?  If 
so,  we  must  abandon  the  trade  altogether,  for  the 
accumulation  would  destroy  it.  No.  These  goods 
once  landed  become  part  ot  the  stock  of  the  na« 
tion,  and  she  acquires  the  same  riffht  to  export 
them  to  foreign  countries,  that  she  has  to  export 
her  native  productions.  She  has  the  same  right 
to  send  them  to  Hamburg,  to  Holland,  to  France, 
and  to  Spain.  When  this  is  done  another  profit 
is  obtained  by  our  merchants,  who  import  from 
Spain,  France,  andHolland,  certainarticles  which, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  are  found  to 
be  beyond  our  wants,  or  better  suited  to  other 
markets,  and  are  again  exported.  Are  we  to  be 
deprivea  of  this  right  too  ? 

Here  I  might  incidentally  notice  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  but  as  this  subject  has  been 
dilated  upon  verv  fully,  I  shall  malce  but  a  sin- 
gle remarK.  Although  we  have  given  up  the 
doctrine  that  the  national  flaff  shall  protect  bel- 
ligerent property  on  board  of  our  ships,  yet  no 
man  will  contend  that  this  relinquishment  has 
gone  so  far  as  to  admit  the  cruisers  of  a  nation  at 
war  to  take  from  our  ships  the  goods,  much  less 
the  persons  of  friends.  And  in  a  case  where  we 
find  a  British  officer  uniting  in  himself  the  char- 
acters of  party,  accuser,  and  judge,  I  do  think  the 
national  feelings  ought  to  be  called  forth.  Having 
thus,  as  I  think,  succinctly  stated  the  rieht  to 
carry  our  own  property  in  our  own  ships,  I  hope 
I  shall  be  indulged  in  making  a  few  remarks  on 
the  advantage  to  the  nation  of  that  species  of 
trade  most  affected  by  the  principle  assumed  by 
the  British  Government. 

A  distinction  has  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 
between  the  agricultural  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  But  it  has  been  conce- 
ded, that  if  by  this  trade  the  national  wealth  has 
been  increased,  it  is  as  much  entitled  to  proteo- 
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tioD  S8  the  profit  which  springs  from  the  produe* 
tions  of  the  noil.  If  it  were  possible  to  confine 
oar  commerce  to  the  exportation  of  tiie  surplus  of 
our  agricultural  products,  and  to  the  introduction 
of  those  foreign  articles  of  which  we  are  in  want, 
tiiere  is  no  man  but  would  agree  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  carry  on  this  trade  by  our  own 
merchants,  and  in  our  own  ships,  as  both  the 
freight  and  the  profit  would  be  saved  to  the  na- 
tional stock.  For  instance,  cotton,  on  which  the 
average  profit  may  be  stated  on  every  pound  ex- 
ported at  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
the  freight  at  three  cents.  If,  therefore,  the  car- 
riage of  this  article  is  made  in  our  own  ships,  we 
save  on  every  pound  of  cotton  exported  five  and 
a  half  centSf  which,  if  transported  by  foreisfn 
merchants  in  foreign  vessels,  would  ^o  into  the 
pockets  of  foreigners.  The  same  thing  may  be 
said  with  regard  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
commodities  from  foreign  countries.  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  difierence  of  opinion  respecting 
the  advantages  of  this,  which  may  be  called  the 
direct  carrying  trade. 

We  now  come  to  the  second  branch  of  tbe  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  so  much  reprobated ; 
this  consists  in  importing  foreign  products,  and 
re-exporting  the  surplus  of  those  products  be- 
yond our  own  consumption.  Thismav  be  called 
the  circuitous  branch  of  it.  Indepenuent  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  to  the  merchant,  there  are 
other  advantages  arising  from  it  to  the  consumer. 
Where  there  is  a  fair  competition  in  the  market, 
an  importation  of  apy  article  much  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people,  naturally  tends  to  reduce  the 
price,  even  afthougn  it  should  be  intended  to  ex- 
port the  excess.  For  if  the  importer  can  getn 
reasonable  profit,  he  will  prefer  selling  at  home  to 
encountering  the  perils  of  the  sea,  and  the  uncer- 
tainties of  a  foreign  market.  A  surplus  of  im- 
ported productions,  therefore,  is  a  circumstance 
which  naturally  brings  them  down  to  their  min- 
imum valne.  This  is  the  first  advantage,  and  is 
sensibly  felt  by  the  planter.  The  second  arises 
from  the  peculiarity  of  our  own  situation.  Most 
of  the  manufactures  which  we  want  are  imported 
from  England ;  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to 
other  countries  of  Europe  are  ordered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  there  constitute  a  fund  from  which 
the  importing  merchant  pays  debts  due  there. 
In  proportion  to  the  accumulation  of  this  fund, 
the  price  of  exchange  fall;,  and  the  merchant  is 
enabled  to  import  more  with  the  same  capital; 
the  quantity  imported  will  exceed  the  demand 
here,  and  those  manufactures  will  again  be  kept 
at  their  minimum  value.  These  are  the  advan- 
tages to  the  consumer,  and  are  but  slightly  con- 
nected with  the  mercantile  profit  on  the  trade. 
But  there  is  an  advantage  independent  of  mere 
profit,  which  I  have  hinted  at,  but  which  has  not 
been  noticed  in  this  debate — I  mean  the  freight. 
From  a  statement  on  your  table  it  appears,  that 
in  the  foreign  trade,  six  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tons  of  American  shipping  are  annually 
employed.  The  price  of  freight  in  time  of  peace 
from  Great  Britain  to  America  might  be  estima^ 
t«d  at  £2  sterling  per  ton.    Taking  this  as  an 


average  rate,  if  wa  reckon  it  at  as  ipachoaLuMl 
calculate  upon  two  voyages  a  year,  this  would  be 
XS  sterling  per  ton ;  but  supposing  only  half  the 
shipping  to  be  employed,  and  reckoQiiu;  at  this 
old  peace  average,  the  amount  of  freiffat  would 
be  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of  doUars )  sea* 
meh's  wages  may  perhaps  be  not  inaccurately  » 
timated  at  about  three  millions  of  dollars,  de- 
ducting which,  it  will  be  foufid  on  this  modenle 
calculation  that  there  is  an  annual  benefit  drawn 
from  this  freight-trade  of  eight  millioos  o(  dol- 
lars. I  ask,  then,  if  this  trade  is  not  woith  pro- 
tecting ?  I  might  further  show  the  advanuge  of 
this  trade  to  the  agricultural  interest,  by  sutio; 
that  the  increase  of  capital  from  the  profits  of  it 
enables  the  merchant  to  give  a  higher  price  k 
the  productions  of  the  planter  and  tanner. 

The  next  q.uestion  is,  whether  thecoonetoa- 
templated  by  the  resolution  will  he  adequate  to 
procure  a  redress  of  the  injuries  of  wbich  we 
complain.  In  every  discussion  of  this  kind  tki 
first  consideration  is  whether  the  measure  whkk 
we  are  about  to  adopt  will  be  the  most  distressiif 
to  ourselves  or  to  our  adversarjr,  and  the  seeood, 
whether  it  will  be  sueh  as  to  induce  the  Ponr 
injuring  us  to  desist  from  her  a^ressiooi.  1  gt^ 
my  rea^ona  on  a  fojraqer  occasion  for  belierifif 
that  a  total  prohibitioa  o£  Britifih  goods  will  Ml 
answer  our  puffoae ;  I  believe,  however,  themei- 
sare  now  proposed  wilL  By  the  report  of  tiie 
Secretary  of  %ke  TreasMry,  it  appears  that  iatiM 
trade  between  thk  oouatry  and  Great  Britaut 
there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  twelremilto 
of  dollars  per  annujp.  There  a^e  some  ms^ 
erations  which  induce  me  to  think  this  estiinatt 
overiate4.  AU  goods  paying  a4  valorem  douo 
imported  from  toe  £aat  Indies  are  estimatt^'i 
the  custpm-house  by  adding  twenty  per  cent  w 
their  original  cost,  and  those  imporied  from  Ko- 
rope  by  adding  10  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  pnoc) 
deductiog  this  advance  from  the  amouAtofgetv 
paying  duties  ad  valorem,  imported  from  Bciiidt 
dominions,  and  the  sum  will  be  dinuaisked  tvo 
or  three  millions.  The  true  balance  of  trade 
cavrkd  on  in  oar  on^n  ships  is  besi  shown  ^  ^ 
differenee  between  the  anapunt  of  goods  mfon^ 
at  the  cost  at  tiie  plaeea  from  which  ttff  "* 
brought,  and  the  amount  of  fwaduetfi  ^9^^ 
the  places  to  which  they  ate  carried ;  a»d  lit 
freigot  always  constituting  a  part  of  the  pnoM 
trade  mav  be  advantageotts  to  a  nation  mmy^ 
saving  the  carriage.  But  the  profit  oo^  ^ 
least  to  be  taken  into  view.  I  may  be  >wflj»ct, 
but  I  believe  not  much,  in  supposing  the  piwt  oa 
cotton  exported  to  Great  Britain  to  be  two  eeaj 
a  pound,  it  would  amount,  upon  an  arerage  ot 
thre^  years,  to  half  a  million  of  dollars  per  P* 
num.  This  ought  also  to  be  deducted  (rom  \» 
balance  as  reported  by  the  Secretary.  In  "^ 
way  the  relative  difierence  between  the  amooj 
of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  Briw* 
dominions  is  materially  diminished i  and  «A^ 
this  calculation  I  believe  it  will  be  fouod  that  u"* 
difference  does  not  exceed  ten  miliioas  of  dolU^ 
This  excess  of  imports  over  exports  musi  bcB»w» 
up  from  our  trade  to  other  countries— fn«a  <Hff 
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tnde  to  Holland,  Fraoce,  Spato,  aad  so  on.  Nor 
18  ibis  source  inadequate.  Takiog  only  two  arti- 
cles of  our  export  to  those  countries — I  mean  cot- 
ton and  coffee — of  the  first  of  which  France 
takes  about  one-fourth  of  all  which  we  ship,  and 
making  the  same  deductions  which  I  have  before 
stated  on  goods  imported  and  paying  duties  ad 
valorem,  and  without  calculating  ^the  profit  on 
other  articles,  I  think  I  may  be  warranted  ia 
stftting  the  whole  amount  or  our  exports  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  estimated  upon  the  Secreta- 
ry's report,  for  three  years,  at  an  average  of  sev- 
enty-two millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  our 
imports  at  seventy  millions,  leaving  a  balance  to 
the  United  Sutes  of  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  sum  added  to  what  I  have  said  arises 
from  our  freight,  namely,  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, produces  a  clear  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 

I  lars  as  the  annual  average  profit  to  the  nation  on 
our  trade  with  the  whole  world.    This  is  the  fruit 

,  of  thirteen  years  neutrality,  and  it  is  this  sum 
which,  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  our  mer- 

.  chants,  has  formed  the  capital  which  enables 
them  to  carry  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and 

^  eflfeetoally  contradicts  the  charge  of  covering 

,  property. 

I.      If  I  am  right  in  stating  the  balance  of  trade 

t  between  os  and  Great  Britain  at  ten  millions  of 
dotisrs  hi  her  favor,  every  step  which  we  may 
lak)e  tending  to  reduce  this  balance,  will  so  far 
Qpevate  to  her  injury.    This  majr  be  done  by 

.  a^optins  the  coarse  recommended  in  the  resolu- 

,  tioa  before  us.  In  doing  this,  it  behooves  us  to 
^o^le  out  such  articles  as  we  can  do  without,  or 

.  ndaioh  we  can  procure   from  other  countries. 

^  This  will  aifectGkeat  Britain  without  materially 
ioj«riB|^  ounelves.  The  prohibition  in  the  reso- 
hfttion  la  confined  to  articles  which  may  be  got 
from  the  eoatinent  of  Burope,  or  manufactured 
al  home,  la  this  way  we  may  diminish  the  bal- 
ance against  us  in  our  British  trade,  and  if  we 
ooold  80  ht  reduce  it,  it  would  be  an  annual  loss 
to  that  nation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  while  it 
wosild  injure  tts  but  little.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
her  interest  to  prevent  the  effects  of  this  measure 
hy  diesistiog  from  her  aggressions,  and  by  adopt- 
ing a  system  founded  in  justice  and  mutual  ad- 
TanUge  to  the  neutral  and  to  the  belligerent. 

But  while  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  I 
wish  it  had  been  accompanied  by  some  measures 
connected  with  a  permanent  system  of  naviga- 
tion laws^such  as  I  had  the  honor  of  introducing. 
It  is  said,  however,'that  your  navigation  is  so  far 
protected  that  foreign  shipping  is  almost  banished 

,  from  your  ports.  This  is  true;  but  this  effect 
does  not  flow  from  our  commercial  regulations. 
It  arises  from  the  circumstances  of  the  times — 

\  ftotn  the  war  between  the  great  maritime  nations 
of  Europe.  Their  ships  must  be  armed;  they 
most  have  more  men ;  provisions  with  them  are 
dearer  than  with  us;  thejr  cannot  sail  as  cheap  as 
we  can,  and  to  this  inability  must  be  added  the 
differeoce  in  the  rate  of  insurance.  These  are 
the  eanses  of  the  decrease  of  foreign  tonnage  in 
oar  trade.  Another  consideration  shows  that  this 
eiect  does  not  proceed  from  our  conunercial  em- 


ulations. Great  Britain  lays  higher  diserimina* 
ting  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  American  ships,  than  the  diffiarenea 

giid  in  duties  on  goods  brought  to  the  United 
tates  in  foreign  and  American  vessels.  On  some 
articles  it  amounts  to  one-third  of  the  duty ;  add 
to  this  that  our  v^|sels  are  charffed  port  dutiesi 
light-money,  and  other  duties  much  beyond  those 
which  are  paid  by  her  ships  in  our  ports.  Com- 
bining all  tnese  circumstances  toffether,  it  will  be 
found  that  American  vessels,  in  me  trade  carried 
on  to  Great  Britain,  sail  under  great  disadvanta* 
ges  from  commercial  arrangements,  and  are  ex- 
posed to  greater  burdens  in  her  ports  than  British 
vessels  are  in  ours.  The  same  observations  apf 
ply  in  a  gMat  degree  to  bur  intercourae  with  the 
otner  beUigerent  Powers.  Besides,  we  are  pro« 
hibited  from  trading  to  the  British  colonies  in  our 
own  ships.  We  are  not  permitted  to  go  there 
unless  by  proclamations  of  their  Governors,  i\cr 
tated  sometimes  by  necessity,  aad  often  by  «a<* 
price.  By  the  English  navigation  act  we  cannot 
carry  anything  but  articles  of  the  growth  or  pro* 
duct  of  our  own  cowatry,  while  we  peimM  every* 
thing  to  be  breaeht  from  Gjreat  Btitaia.  I  sboabl 
suppose  it  would  be  right  to  aaeet  her  regaladoaa 
by  adopting  reciprocal  onee,  and  to  prohibit  tmy 
articles  being  brought  by  her  vessels  into  ibe 
United  States,  which  are  not  the  growth,  pra- 
duce,  or  mannfticture  of  the  British  dominions, 
I  hope  a  provision  of  this  nature  will  at  some 
Allure  day  make  a  part  of  our  permanent  navi- 
gation system.  I  have  declared  myself  in  favor, 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table  j  yet^  however  iur 
consistent  it  may  appear  to  some  gentlemen,  I 
must  be  indulged  in  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
final  ^^ation  will  be  delayed  for  a  few  days.  \% 
has  been  aheady  said  that  a  gaeat  length  m  tima 
(nearly  four  months)  hi^  elapsed  since  we  hava 
heard  from  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  from  the  inpoitance  of  the  eveola 
which  are  passing  on  the  great  theatre  of  Enrtmoy 
it  is  probable  they  will  have  no  inconsideraole 
^Rwt  on  her  naeasures  towards  us.  Our  Minister 
is  now  engaged  in  a  negotiation,  the  result  of 
which  I  shouki  wish  to  know  before  we  act  on 
this  resolution.  I  therefore  hope,  that  after  we 
have  made  a  little  further  ])rogress  in  this  discus- 
sion, the  Committee  will  rise,  and  take  some  fu- 
ture time  to  deliberate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eppes  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise.  The  subject  had  been  long  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  ihe3^  ^«r®  perfectly  ripe  for  a  decia^ 
ion ;  toe  subject  pressed  for  a  decision.  After  a 
vote  on  the  resolution,  a  bill  must  be  brought  in, 
on  every  item  of  which  a  discussion  may  take 
place,  and  then  it  will  still  remain  to  be  discussed 
m  the  other  branch.  As  to  any  change  of  afiaiia 
in  Europe,  they  ought  to  have  no  influence  upon 
our  affairs  in  this  decision.  I  wish  that  Great 
Britain  knew  at  this  moment  the  step  which  the 
nation  is  about  to  take,  that  she  miabt  learn  that 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  wui  not  hesitate 
to  take  measures  for  obtaining  redress. 

Mr.  Smilie  likewise  opposed  the  motion.  He 
asked  whether  it  became  them  to  wait  for  a  state 
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of  affairs  more  favorable  to  Britain  than  the  pres- 
ent, and  whether  the  United  States  would  then 
be  enabled  to  meet  her  on  better  ground.  Sup- 
posing even  there  was  a  probability  of  a  favora- 
ble treaty  being  formed,  it  ought  to  have  no  in- 
fluence on  their  decision,  for  it  was  known  that 
as  soon  as  a  treaty  was  ra|ified,  it  became  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  repealed  all  interfering  laws. 
One  thing,  however,  was  important,  that  even 
supposing  a  treaty  to  be  formed.  Great  Britain 
should  see  we  were  determined  not  to  be  tram- 
pled on,  but  to  resist  her  aggressions. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  having 
been  rejected,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  res- 
olution originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholson, 
when  the  Committee  rose.,  and  the  House  con- 
curred in  its  adoption — yeas  87,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAB — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  John  Boyle,  William  Boiler,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clin- 
ton, jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
DsTid  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ne- 
hemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
OHn,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  'Of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Martin  G.  Schoneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smiiie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Elipbalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams,  Maima- 
dake  Williams,  Natha|i  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Silas  Betton,  Phanuel  Bishop,  James  M. 
Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Elias  Earle,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hast- 
ings,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
finrd,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and  Peleg  Wads- 
worth. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in 
a  bill. 

Messrs.  Alston,  Smilib,  Leib,  and  Southard, 
opposed  this  reference,  and  advocated  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee. 

The  motion  of  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  disagreed  to  without  a  di- 


vision ;  when  the  reference  to  a  select  commiuee 
of  five  members,  <^om posed  of  Messrs.  Mumfobd, 
Bidwell,  Smilie,  Eppes,  and  Alston,  obtained. 

Mr.  Early  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table, 
declaring  it  expedient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
to  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  Gregg  observed  that  as  it  appeared  to  be 
the  sense  of  the  House,  not  to  go  further  this  ses- 
sion than  to  carr^  into  efiect  the  resolution  jast 
agreed  to,  and  as  it  was  the  wish  of  some  gentle- 
men to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole 
from  the  resolution  which  he  had  had  the  honor 
to  submit,  he  would  move  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  that  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Sloan  having  acquiesced  in  the  same 
course  with  regard  to  his  resolution,  the  Commit- 
tee were  discharged;  without  a  division,  from  tbe 
further  consideration  of  both  those  propositions. 

These  resolutions  having  been,  hy  this  rote. 
again  brought  before  the  House,  Mr.  Early  mored 
to  postpone  them  indefinitely,  but  withdrew  his 
motion,  on  Mr.  Gregg  and  Mr.  Sloan  agreeing 
to  withdraw  their  respective  resolutions. 


Tuesday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  Deceaiber  last,  on  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  (raos- 
mitting  a  report  from  the  Grovernor  and  Presiding 
Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  relative  to 
the  state  of  that  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  present- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  tides  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference 
desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  reJief  of  Peter  Landais," 
and  disagreed  to  by  this  House ;  and  bare  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference  on  (heir 
part.  / 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fourth  instant,  to  tbe  bill  authori- 
zing the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Poto- 
mac, in  the  District  of  Columbia;  Whereupon, 
the  amendments  to  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fii«>, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  sections  of  ihe 
said  bill  being  again  read,  were,  upon  the  qo»" 
tion  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  u^ 
House. 

The  amendment  to  the  last  proviso  in  the  eler- 
enth  section  of  the  said  bill  being  under  consjder- 
ation,  the  said  proviso  was  read,  ia  tbe  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

"  And  provided  further,  That,  if  the  net  annual 
revenue  arising  from  the  said  tolls  shalii  at  aoy  tiin«i 

exceed  the  average  rate  of per  centum  per  tun w» 

upon  the  capital  stock  actual!^  subscribed  fiw,  after  d*- 
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ducting  the  aiuiiibI  expense  of  keeping  and  maintain- 
ing tlM  laid  bridge,  properly  repaired,  and  famished 
with  all  neceoary  attendance  and  implements,  of  com- 
pensating the  officers,  agents,  and  servants,  of  the  said 
company,  and  other  incidental  annual  expenses  in  car- 
rying on  the  bnsiness  of  the  said  company ;  then,  and 
in  that  case,  the  rates  of  toll  may  be  thereafter  altered 
and  regulated  as  Congress  may  judge  proper ;  and  the 
President  and  Directors  of  said  company  shall  lay  before 
Congress  the  annual  accounts  of  their  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, as  also  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  said  bridge :" 

The  (question  beiDg  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  amendment  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  said 

{»ro?iso,  for  the  rate  per  centum  therein  to  be  al- 
owed,  with  the  words  "twenty-four:"  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

Ysiis — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  James  M. 
Broom,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Josei^  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Elias  Earle, 
Caleb  Eilb,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  James  M.  Gamett,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Josiah 
Qain<7,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Mstrtin 
G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Philip  R.  Thompson  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehiU, 
Bliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Kats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Da- 
▼id  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jun^  Thomas  Bbunt,  Robert  Brown,  George 
W.  CampbeU,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Semuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  William 
Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  ,Giay,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
ton, Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
gmder,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Mor- 
rowy  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  CHdeon  Olin, 
'Hmothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Ebenexer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Tenney,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Walton,  Robert 
WhttehUI,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Nathan  WU- 
liama. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
isk^  put,  to  fill  up  the  blanK  in  the  said  proTiso 
with  the  word  "*  twenty,"  it  was  resoiyed  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  elerenth 
seetion  being  under  consideration,  were,  upon  the 
question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
HofOLse. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ioi^  pot,  farther  to  amend  the  said  bill,  bv  adding, 
at  the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  in  toe  words 
followinfl^,  to  wit : 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  said  bridge 
diovld,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  destroyed,  and  the 


corporate  property  of  the  said  company  should  thereby 
prove  insuiffiaent  to  pay  the  debts  owing  by  said  com- 
pany, each  creditor  of  said  company,  after  having  ob- 
tained judgment  against  said  company  for  the  debt  ow- 
ing to  him,  may  levy  his  execution  on  the  persons  or 
private  property  of  the  mdividuals  composing  said  com- 

Cy  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  said  bridge,  and 
e  satia^tion  from  each  of  said  individuals  for  a  sum 
that  shall  have  the  same  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
said  judgment  as  the  share,  or  number  of  shares,  in  the 
said  bridge,  owned  by  the  individual  upon  whom  the 
execution  be  levied,  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  ac- 
tive shares  in  the  same  f* 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  44,  nays  65,  as 
follows : 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  C^een, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
MacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
James  Sloan,  John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Jo- 
seph B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams, 
and  Marmaduke  WiUiams. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William 
Blackledge,  James  M.  Broom,  WUliam  Butler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick 
Conrad  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Ebcnezer  Elmer,  WiUiam  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, WUliam  Helms,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
James  Kelly,  Thomas  KenaOf  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  RuaseU,  Peter 
SaiUy,  Mirtin  G.  Schuneman,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  WilUam  Stedman,  Levris  B.  Sturgea, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R« 
Thompson,  Uri  Tnu^,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  luUian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams. Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  House  proceeded  further  to  amend  the  said 
bill :  when,  an  adjournment  heing  called  for,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  expressive  of 
their  wishes,  and  praying  that  the  bill  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  oyer  the  river  Potomac, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  passed  into  a 
law. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Stanton,  one  of  the  members  from  tht 
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State  of  Rhode  Island,  preaeiUed  to  the  House 
aeveral  resoltttions  of  the  Qtnerel  Assembly  of 
the  said  State,  disagreeioff  to  certaio  resolutioss 
of  the  Legisla tares  of  the  States  of  Eientueky  and 
PenodjlYania,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  confine 
the  judiciary  power  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  to  cf^rtam  cases  in  the  said  resolution  spe- 
cified; which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabic. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PubKc 
Xiands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fourth  ulti- 
mo, the  memorial  of  the  regents  of  the  Uoiver- 
sity  of  Orleans,  made  a  report  thereon;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Saturday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Seeolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  "  as  relates  to  the  organiza- 
tion and  classification  of  the  militia,  and  to  the 
augmentation  of  our  land  forces,  be  directed  to 
iaquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  declara- 
tory act  relating  to  the  exemption  of  mariners  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  sea  service  of  any  citizen 
^>r  merchant  within  the  United  States  from  mili- 
tia duty ;  and  that  the  committee  hare  leave  to 
teport  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
'bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
iTVer  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  been  informed  that  the 
honorable  Jambb  Jaokson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  State  of  Georgia,  died  yesterday, 
have  appointed  a  committee  to  take  order  for 
superintending  his  funeral. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
JBcaiaf  e:  Wbereopon, 

Heeohed,  niumimemly,  That  this  House  will 
«Mend  the  fmnral  of  Jaacia  Jaok«oii,  Bsq.,  late 
mniember  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Rewoimd,  -umtmmourif,  That  the  rodmbers  of 
this  Houee  do  wear  mommiog  on  theleft  arm  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 
tmect  for  the  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
olutionary patriot. 

CANAL  AT  THE  RAPIDS  OP  THE  OHIO. 

'Mr.  BoTLfi,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  tenth  ultimo,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  rcfad,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted, on  the  fif^h  instant,  the  report  of  a  select 
eommittee  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Direetors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  of  the  practicability  of  opening  the  proposed 
canal,  and  of  its  preference  to  one  contemplated  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  as  well  on  account  of  the 
greater  fiicility  of  its  accomplishment,  as  of  the  supe- 
rior advantages  that  would  result  to  the  navigation  of 
*4hi  riwer,  when  accoDpliAed,  maji.in  the  opinion  of 


^  oonmittee,  be  eoirecily  estimated  by  reliBMM  to* 
drauf^t  of  part  of  the  river,  and  notef  expbaitog 
thei^  which  aoeompany  the  memorial  Of  th«  ia- 
mense  utility  of  the  piopoeed  canal  ae  one  oin  daik 
who  r^eots  for  a  moment  upon  the  vast  eitentofk- 
tile  oeuntiy  which  is  watered  b^  the  Ohio  and  iu  tn^ 
utarj  streams,  and  upon  the  ucaloulable  amraat  tf 
prodooe  which  must,  of  coarse,  necesaarily  find  itomy 
to  market  by  descending  that  river  and  tncoaQleriag 
the  danger  and  difficulties  of  passing  its  rtpidt  Bnt, 
besides  the  general  advantages  which  would  molt 
from  the  completion  of  the  proposed  canal,  it  it,  in  tb 
opinion  of  the  committee,  particolarly  interesting  to  thi 
United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  would  greatlj  enhtna 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  northwest  of  ^  OIm. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that,  by  the  additioml  tiIm 
it  would  give  to  the*  public  lands,  the  United  Bwm 
would  be  more  than  reihunerated  for  the  aid  widehtfat 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  have  solicited. 

Prom  these  considen^ioae  Um  committee  woiW  as 
hesitate  to  reoemmend  «  donation  or  aabscripiioB  if 
sh««S'to  the  amount  oentemplated  by  tht  low  of  it 
Legislature  of  Kentscky  inoorporaliag  the  OhioCoii 
Company,  if  they  believed  the  state  of  the  psttc 
finances  was  such  as  to  justify  it  Bat,  hen  the  i^ 
plicationa  already  made  far  mid  in  opening  cinsb,itii 
probable  that,  if  the  United  Sutes  enter  upon  expiMS 
of  this  kind,  those  expenses  cannot  be  incsasidsnUi: 
and,  as  the  levenne  of  the  United  States  ti  liiM 
pledged,  almost  to  the  full  amount,  lor  purposis,  ihoo^ 
not  more  usefUl,  yet  more  urgent,  this  coiunittse  sb 
induced  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Rtsohtd^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant,  it  pRtaii< 
the  aid  solicited  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentnokji  a 
opening^  a  canal  to  avoid  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio> 

Tbur0Dat,  March  20. 

A  Meesafe  was  receiired  fr«m  the  Pmidesttf 
the  United  States,  oornmuiHoaiiog^  inf(Niiii««  ti 
relation  to  innovations  of  Spanish  troops  os  i^ 
Sabine.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  Hf«tktr 
with  the  doctttnents  transmitted  therewith,  a- 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAitBa  laid  before  the  House  a  lettff  tai 
report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trttt«nt02 
a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  who  hare  na« 
contracts  for  earryinff  the  maU  of  the  ^^^ 
States,  since  the  last  dav  of  December,  one  tboa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four,  showioa  tbe  teras 
and  duration  of  each  contract,  respectifs^;^ 
in  pursuanoe  of  a  resolution  of  the  Hook  Qfa|| 
thirteenth  instant ;  which  wcte  read,  and  onfl*^ 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  eommittee  to  wkooj'' 
referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  a  letter  fron  ^  ^^ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  conmuaicatinir  the  ott*" 
and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  tsp^ 
crew  of  the  late  frigate  Philadelphia,  by  bis  Dtf* 
ish  Majesty's  Consul  at  Tripoli,  made  i  rgj 
thereon ;  wnich  was  read  and  considered:  Wbei^ 
upon,  the  resolution  contained  in  the  said  rep* 
in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Htf«* 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  ia  the  w»w» 
following,  to  wit : 

RewUfed,  by  the  Senate  and  Hmm  ef  Rifrttti^ 
thee  of  the  United  J^atee  of  Awterieam  Ce^g'*^'^ 
eenMed,  That  the  Ptswdantof  the  UailwL  teM  ^ 
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reqoMted  to  caiue  to  be  made  known  to  Nidiolfts  C. 
Ninen,  Esq.,  his  Banirii  Majesty's  Consul,  rending  at 
Tripoli,  &e  l^sh  sense  entertained  by  Conicress  of  his 
^BiBleMted  «id  benevolent  attentions  manileflted  to 
Captain  Batnbridge,  his  officers,  and  erew,  daring  the 
time  of  their  eaptiti^  in  Tripoli. 

&rdered.  That  t^e  said  resolution  be  engrossed 
tDd  refeid  (he  third  time  tomorrow. 


£*RiDAY,  March  21. 

Several  peiUions  of  the  iDhabitaots  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  signed  by  sundry  of  the  said  in- 
beibiunts,  in  be4iaif  of  the  several  wards  of  the 
laid  city,  were  presented  to  the  Honse  and  read, 
pt^jxtig  that  permanent  defence  for  the  city  and 
pbf%  of  New  York,  may  be  speedily  commenced, 
OB  a  scale  that  will  inspire  protection  against 'na- 
IMmI  hostiliiy,  or  predatory  incursions ;  and  that 
the  hadberof  New  York  maiy  be  made  the  station 
of  auish  ships  of  war  as  mre  nt>t  otherwise  em^ 
ployedw^R^fdrred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whote 
Metoe  oti  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  fi^Mronn,  f^om  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  setenteeoth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
mei^handise;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofice  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  further  to 
alter  and  establish  certam  post  roads;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  SpaaK^ft  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  showing  the  ob- 
i^^cfioBs  to  the  transmission  of  the  ranil  from 
Athein,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  New  Orleans; 
afld  ffl?ing  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
^Mtng  a  horse  road  between  the  same  points, 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
of  the  aeventeenfh  instant;  which  wefe  read,  and 
referred  Co  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
wkofm  was  committed,  on  the  twentieth  ultimo, 
tiie  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  or 
OotenmieBt,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sit. 

Mr.  CRoWMmaRiELO,  (torn  the  Committee  of 
Ooftnaerceand  Manufactures,  presented  a  billfor 
ereetlag  certain  light-^houses  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
dresett^  and  for  building  a  beacon  or  pier  at 
Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  aommkted  tt>  a  Committee  of 
dm  Whole  House  dn  Monday  next. 

The  eolgrossed  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  joint 
i4Siolacion  of  the  two  Houses,  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and  benero^ 
Jletif  attentions  of  hi:«  Danish  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bainbridge,  his  officers,  and 
ctew,  during  their  capttyity  at  Tripoli,  was  read 
the  third  time 

Besohedy  wumimaUslp,  That  the  said  resolu- 
tion do  pass,  add  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
carry*  (be  same  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  thir  con* 
eorreoee. 

iir.  BitLY  offefed  the  foltowing  resdution: 


t 


Rtaokfed,  That  the  standing  and  select  commiltMS 
be  4irected  to  report  on  all  the  business  heretofore  re*> 
ferred  to  them,  and  now  depending,  before  the  last 
Wednesday  of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  opposed  this  motion,  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  o(  acting  on  the  resolution 
relative  to  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Early  withdrew  his  motion,  and  said  that 
he  would  pursue  this  course. 

Mr.  £.  then  withdrew  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  a  few  days  since,  relative  to  an  adjournment, 
and  substituted  in  lieu  thereof  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  the 
two  Houses  on  the  first  Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  resolution  until  Monday  wee^ 
to  allow,  in  the  interim,  time  for  the  adoption  oi 
the  national  business  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Early  disclaimed  any  intention  to  defeat 
the  measure  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsvivani«i. 

Afte'r  some  further  debate  the  motion  of  post- 
ponement prevailed. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  submits  motioki 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  and  he  would,  in 
a  few  words,  state  the  reason  which  influenced 
him. 

The  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  a  partial  non-importa- 
tion of  the  products  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  is  now  before  us,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
again  engaged  on  the  subject  of  our  difierences 
with  that  nation :  a  subject  which  has  been,  and 
probably  will  be  again,  embraced  as  a  theme  on 
which  much  of  the  precious  time  of  this  Htrase 
has  been  spent,  and  I  think  its  dignity  prostrated  ; 
in  talking  about,  and  animadverting  on  ail  the  l[t^ 
tie  local  party  divisions^  which  have  been  artfully 
attempted  to  be  raised  m  diflerent  sections  of  this 
Union  by  designing  individuals  and  newspaper 
writers,  but  which,  as  to  principle,  do  not  in  re- 
ality exist :  in  attempting,  by  low  epithets  and  per- 
sonal allusions,  to  criminate  the  present  Chief  Ma* 
gistrate  of  this  country,  who  not  only  possesses  the 
entire  confidence,  and  is  the  pride  and  boast  of  al- 
most unanimous  America,  but  has  been  eulogized 
throughout  Europe, and  the  whole  civilized  world) 
for  the  salutary  measures  which  he  has  recom- 
mended and  adopted,  to  lessen  his  own  patronage, 
to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  to  preserve 
peace,  and  to  render  their  independence,  freedom, 
and  happiness,  permanent  and  secttre,  asd  whose 
political  life  will  be  transmitted  to  posterity,  in  the 
fairest  pages  of  history,  as  a  model  of  pubtic  virtue^ 
and  true  patriotism :  In  canvassing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  another  President ;  in  attempting  to  excite 
jealousies,  and  disturb  the  harmony  and  unanmity 
of  the  nation,  at  this  momentous  crisis — besides 
the  low  personal  abuse,  which,  while  that  subieot 
was  before  under  consideration,  has  been  levdled 
at  a  great  number  of  the  most  respectable  membett 
of  this  House— all  of  which,  I  deem  a  gross  yio* 
ktion  of  its  dignity,  and  the  honor  of  the  r  ^'^ 
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and  which  I  will  set  my  face  against,  while  I  am 
henofed  with  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

•Our  rules,  on  this  subject,  are  either  misconstrued 
or  they  are  defective — I  shall,  therefore,  propose 
an  alteration. 

But  by  this,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  wish  not  to  be  under- 
stood, as  having  any  reference  to  the  low  invectives 
directed  at  myself,  the  other  day,  by  a  member, 
whom  I,  exercising  a  Constitutional  right,  called 
to  order,  when,  in  my  opinion^  he  was  outraging 
decency  and  decorum — for  I  viewed  that  only  as 
a  stroke  in  the  desperate  struggle  of  one,  who,  from 
disappointment  and  chagrin,  was  politically  stran- 
gled by  his  own  hands,  and  just  expiring.  I  feel 
far  above  being  afifected  bv  anything  of  this  kind, 
individually,  but  Ifeel  for  tbediffnity  of  this  House 
and  for  the  reputation  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment— and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  transgression  in  future,  by  bringing  ques- 
tions of  order  fairly  before  the  Chair  and  the 
House,  I  will  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedt  That  when  a  member  is  called  to  order  by 
another,  he  shall  immediately  sit  down,  and  the  mem- 
ber calling  the  other  to  order  shall  then  be  allowed  to 
state  the  points  which  he  objects  to,  as  being  out  of 
order,  so  that  the  decision  of  ^e  Chair  and  the  House 
may  be  taken  thereon. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Clark  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  lay  a 
resolution  on  the  table,  which  I  have  for  some  time 
past  kept  in  my  drawer.  I  will  do  this  with  a  view 
of  afforilinj^  this  House  an  opportunity  of  exerci- 
sing one  of  its  Constitutional  powers.  I  consider 
the  House  of  Representatives  as  the  immediate 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent. They  are  more  dispersed  throughout  the 
United  States  than  an)r  other  class  of  public  men, 
and  from  them  on  their  return  home  the  people 
may  rationally  expect  a  more  complete  informa- 
tion of  what  is  passing  here  than  from  any  other 
persons.  In  so  extensive  a  country  there  is  a  bet- 
ter chance  of  their  afiairs  being  known  through 
this  organ  than  through  licentious  presses.  With 
regard  to  the  public  character,  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  I  have  long  had  suspicions,  and 
I  have  since  found^  from  what  I  consider  good  au- 
thority, these  suspicions  confirmed.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  a  man  high  in  office,  no 
other  man  than  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  combining  and  machina- 
ting against  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
that  he  has  used  his  efibrts  to  seduce  a  press  (Mr. 
Clark  is  understood  to  have  alluded  to  the  Au- 
rora) to  aid  him  in  a  claim  depending  before  this 
House.  I  know  of  one  authority  which  could  re- 
lieve this  House  from  the  necessity  of  discharging 
what  may  be  considered  an  unpleasant  duty,  by 
getting  rid  of  what  may  be  called  a  public  nui- 
sance— I  mean  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  because  I  believe  that  great  and  good  man, 
whose  greatest  fault,  if  he  h^s  a  fault,  consists  in 
his  goodness,  has  not  been  fully  informed  on  this 
subject,  that  this  course  is  rendered  necessary,    I 


have  such  confidence  in  the  President,  that  1  be- 
lieve, if  he  had  received  this  information,  he  would 
not  have  suffered  his  officer  to  remain  a  moment 
in  place.  But  good,  just,  and  honest  himself,  he 
listens  to  earwigs  who  surround  him,  wlio  extol 
this  officer,  and  whisper  sweet  things  in  bis  favoi. 
I  think  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  Ooveroment  to 
take  this  step.  As  to  the  representative  part  of  it 
I  have  little  apprehension,  as  I  know  that  in  case 
of  misconduct  the  election  screw,  that  admirable 
feature  of  the  system,  will  apply  an  abundantrem- 
edy.  But  when  an  officer  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment is  found  to  be  undeservinfi^  of  confidence 
It  is  right  that  the  people  should  know  it;  and, 
with  the  convictions  I  entertain,  I  should  not  do 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  make  this  motion,  before  the 
end  of  my  political  life,  which  may  in  a  fewdafs 
expire — I  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnizB 
into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  and  report  their  opinion  wlu- 
ther  the  said  Gideon  Granger  hath  so  acted  in  hi>  ca- 
pacity of  Postmaster  Genecal,  as  to  require  the  inter- 
position of  the  Constitutional  power  of  this  Houie. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  this  re^ 
olution, 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  the  expediency  of  letting 
it  lie  for  a  day,  as  an  important  principle  was  in- 
volved in  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Clark  replied,  that  though  he  felt  the 
strongest  disposition  to  be  obliging,  he  could  oot 
agree  to  the  postponement.  The  session  was  pres- 
sing towards  a  close,  and  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost.  The  inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  of- 
ficer implicated  might,  if  innocent,  be  acquitted; 
and  if  guilty,  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Mr.  Jackson  hoped  tiie  resolution  would  not 
be  permitted  to  lie  unacted  on.  It  is  certainly  a 
duty  due  by  gentlemen  on  thisfloor,as  well  to  their 
constituents,  as  to  the  gentleman  inculpated,  to 
call  for  an  investigation.  This  duty  my  colleague 
has  now  undertaken,  and  I  rejoice  at  it ;  for  when 
this  same  officer  was  accused  at  a  former  session, 
and  asked  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  we  were 
told  he  should  not  be  indulged  in  that  high  honor. 
I  trust  his  conduct  will  now  be  inquired  into;  that 
if  guilty,  he  will  be  removed  from  office,  or  tfw- 
nocent,  he  may  be  honorably  acquitted. 

Mr.  Lton  was  likewise  in  favor  of  an  immedi- 
ate agreement  to  the  resolution,  and  remarked  that 
it  was  exactly  the  thing  solicited  the  lastaession 
by  the  Postmaster  Generak 

Mr.  Smilib  said  it  was  py)per  that  ao  iBaoiry 
should  be  made  whenever  there  were  any  all«P' 
tions  of  criminality;  without  such  allegations  he 
was  not  ready  to  vote  for  this  inquiry— should  thef 
be  made  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  had  stated,  what  he  ihougW 
would  have  been  distinctly  heard  throughout  the 
House,  that  he  had  been  well  informed,  and  whicn 
he  believed  could  be  established  by  unexcepuonawe 
testimony,  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  con- 
spired against  the  representatives  of  the  P«°P'^?^ 
attempting  to  seduce  a  press  in  favor  of  a  claim  M 
had  before  the  House.  ,  -  ■ 

Mr.  Smilib  observed  that  he  had  not  before 
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heard  this  allegation  stated  ;  bavin j$  heard  it,  be 
was  ready  ro  vote  in  favor  of  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  the  resolution  ought  to  unite  all 
descriptions  of  meoibersin  its  favor — those  friendly 
to  its  object,  those  inimical  to  it,  and  if  there  were 
any.  those  neuter  to  it;  especially  after  the  request 
made  by  the  Pastrnaster  General  at  the  last  session 
to  the  same  effect. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  a 
division,  and  a  committee  of  inquiry  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Clark,  Roger  Nelson, 
BiDWELL,  J.  Clat,  Pitkin,  D.  R.  Williams,  and 
Climtok. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  tnat  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  61,  nays  52,  as  follows: 
TiAS-^Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
'    Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bilas  Betton,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
'    Martin  Ctuttenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris.  Clark,  Mat- 
\   thew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Elias  Earle,  Ebeneze^  £1- 
'    mer,  WiltiAm  Ely,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett, 
Petanon  Goodwyn,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  Wil- 
'   liam  Hefans,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
f   Nebemiah   Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew 
Lvon,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton,  jun., 
Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
;    Thomas  M.  Randolph.  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell, 
,   Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedroan,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samael  Taggart,   Benjamin    Tallmadge,    Philip   R. 
Tbonpson,  f  7ri  Tracy,  ^bram  Trigg,  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eiiphalet  Wickes,  Na- 
than Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, Jan.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elhot,  Caleb  Ellis,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
ton, Davkl  Holmes,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
low,  John  Morrow,  Jerenfiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sand- 
fonl,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thom- 
as W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Wal- 
ton, John  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Marmadake 
WUliams. 

About  2  o'clock  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he 
had  a  motion  to  make,  which  required  the  gal- 
leries fo  be  cleared.  They  were  accordingly 
cletred. 

Satdrdat,  March  22. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
tot  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
9th  CoK.— «7 


officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives," with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Louisiana  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  an  amendment  ma^  be  made 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louisi- 
ana," confirming  all  bonajide  concessions  of  land 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  prior  to 
the  cession  thereof  to  the  United  States;  that  the 
benefits  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  said 
act  may  be  extended  to  all  heads  of  families  who 
were  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  for 
themselves  and  others,  anterior  to  the  aforesaid 
cession ;  that  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
may  be  made  to  each  person  residem  within  the 
said  District  for  sixteen  years  and  upwards;  and 
that  the  time  for  entering  and  recording  the  claims 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana may  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. — Referr- 
ed to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  on  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  for  claims  embraced  by 
the  convention  with  the  French  Republic,  of 
April  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three,  which  have  been  presented  at  the  Treasury, 
previous  to  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six ;  in  purbuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  thirteenth  instant; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tallmaooe,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  sixth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  re- 
ported to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
with  several  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  same. 

Mr.  JoBN  flANOOLPH.  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  thirtieth,  and  thirty-first  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  second  and  sixteenth  of  Jan- 
uary last,  sundry  petitions  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives:" Whereupon,  the  said  amendments, 
together  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  Mr. 
Lbib,  Mr.  Triqq,  and  Mr.  Seavbb. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  the  following  resolution: 

lU9oloed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be» 

and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a 

statement  of  the  quantity  of  lands  sold  in  the  State  of 

Ohio,  in  each  year,  from  the  thirtiethdigr  of  JuniL  one. 
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thouMiid  ei^t  hundred  and  two>  up  to  the  period  of 
the  last  retanui  made  to  the  Treasnry  Department) 
with  the  amount  for  whidi  they  were  sold : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

RtTLES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventh  ultimo,  a 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  ejq)ediency  of 
amending  the  standing  rules  and  orders  ot  the 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  Journals ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

**  That  the  name  of  the  member  who  presents  a  pe- 
tition, or  memorial,  or  who  ofiers  a  resolution  to  the 
eonaideration  of  the  Houaei  be  inserted  on  the  Jour- 


**  That  eveiy  written  motion  made  to  the  House  be 
inserted  on  the  Journals,  with  the  name  of  the  mem- 
ber making  it^  unless  it  be  withdrawn  on  the  same 
day  on  which  it  was  submitted  :**  Whereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
report,  to  be  established  as  amendments  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

COAST  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA* 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape 
Fear. 

Mr.  Crowivinshield  advocated  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  observed  that  he  hoped  the  mea- 
sure contemplated  by  it  would  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  system  for  surveying  the  whole  coast, 
by  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  many  lives  and  much 
projperty  would  be  saved. 

The  bill  appropriates  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  survey. 

No  opposition  having  been  made,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  bill 
frdm-the  Senate  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Cum- 
berland, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
OhiOj  Mr.  Lbib  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in-^ 
definitely* 

Mr^ Clark  supported  this  motion.  He  thought 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  act  on  the  bill 
during  this  session.  He  declared  his  wish  to  be 
to  lay  out  three  roads,  one  from  some  point  in 
Pennsylvania,  one  frpm  some  point  in  Maryland, 
and  one  from  some  point  in  Virginia,  expending, 
in  the  first  instance,  an  adequate  sum  on  the  mid- 
dle road,  and  afterwards  appropriating  a  like  sum 
to  each  of  the  other  roads. 

Mr*  Jaokbon  gave  a  concise  history  of  the 
fund  from  which  the -making  of  roads  to  Ohio  is 
to  be  efiected ;  and  stated  His  opinion  that,  inas- 
much as  the  com|>act  with  Ohio  provided  for  the 
litytog  out"  turnpike  or  other  roads,"  it  wodd  be 


a  violation  of  it  to  lay  out  a  sinde  road.  Mr.  I. 
regretted  that  the  suDject  had  been  so  long  d^ 
layed,  and  observed  tliat  when  it  was  preTiomlf 
before  the  House,  he  had  meant  to  ofier  a  resoltK 
tion  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fbr^ 
the  amount  of  the  lands  sola  since  Jane  30, 1602; 
in  which  purpose  he  had  been  frustrated  hj  n 
adjournment.  Fearine  that  the  subject  woold 
not  this  session  be  deliberately  examined,  from 
its  competition  with  other  important  objeets,  tod 
believing  that  the  bill  contained  an  exceptiooaUe 
principle,  he  should  concur  in  the  motion  of  post^ 
ponement. 

Mr.  Beoingbr  opposed  the  postponement,  and 
advocated  the  bill.  He  observed  tbat  he  ivis 
well  acquainted  with  the  route  oontemplatid  ia 
the  bill)  and  he  considered  it  the  shortestitod  best 
for  the  general  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  R.  Nblson  likewise  opposed  the  fKMpooe- 
ment,  and  advocated  the  bill,  whose  object  was, 
he  thought,  as  important  as  that  of  any  bosiaes 
before  the  House.  He  viewed  the  idea  oftbe 
compact  being  violated  by^  in  the  first  iostancf, 
laying  out  one  road  instead  of  three  as  sttaigi 
and  unfounded*— inasmuch  as  the  laying  oit  oie 
road  did  not  supersede  the  right  m  alterwarAr 
laying  out  another.  I^.  N.  further  i^voeaMi 
the  bill  as  fixing  a  route  most  oonveaiefit  ts  tbe 
three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  aad 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  w^s  not  adverse  Umself 
to  acting  on  this  business  this  session,  if  he  cotdd 
be  convinced  that  the  House  would  pajr  to  it  a 
full  and  disoassionate  attention.  Hie  was,  bow- 
ever,  persuaded  this  would  not  be  the  case.  tfr. 
J.  spoke  also  at  some^ength  against  tbe  route 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  the  inadeqoae]f  of 
the  fund  to  forming  so  vast  and  difficult  a  tnco* 
pike. 

Mr.  Lyon  opposed  the  postponement,  aocl  tr 
vocated  the  bill,  under  the  imfkression  tbartk 
route  proposed  would  be  of>  great  benefit' ta  tbe 
Western  people. 

Mn  CoiVRAO  supported  the  peatpowncai^' ^ 
the  idea  that  the  pn)per  course  of  proceedldffji*' 
for  tbe  States  first  to  lay  out  rOa^  asd  forw 
mss  then  to  aid  themf  by  appropriatiA^tMif*^- 
He  thought  it  was  desirable  that  there sb^rfi  be 
three  rdads,  one  from  eacb  of  th*  States  rfPwi** 
sylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virj^inia. 

Mr.  LeIb  was  against  the  bill,  be^afiae  becoQ- 
sidered  the  measure  contemplated  bf  itDiettta- 
ture.  What  authority  have  Congress  to  bf  oat; 
thiaroad  before  they  have  obtained  the  coDic&iol 
the  States?  Considerine  the  expense  of  lairiD|< 
out  this  route,  he  looked  upon  the  bill  as  merdf 
making  an  appropciattonr  for  the  benefit  of  cob* 
missioners  and  chain-carriers.  . 

Mr.  MoBROw,  of  Ohio,  believing  this  row 
would  be  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  Wes^ 
em  people,  that  it  was  the  best  and  most  direct 
route,  and  that  the  fund  would  be  adequate  torn 
object,  was  adverse  to  the  postponement,  and  ui 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  believed  the  best  way  ^^J^'^ 
point  disinterested  Cofflmisaioners^  fai  after  re^ 
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ceiling  tbieir'  report,  to  desigpat^  the  router  He 
md.  he  had' travelled  this  road,  and  believed  thata 
better  one  could  be  designated.  He  should,  there- 
ftrCj  YOle  for  the  postponement,  and  then  in  favor 
of  appointing  Commissioners,  should  that  mea- 
sor^  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Smiue  was  opposed  to  a  postponement. 

Mr.  Lewis  took  nearly  the  same  ground  with 

Mr.  FlNDLBT. 

When  the'  qu^ion  on  an  indefinite  postpOne- 
xi^TL%  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nk'ys,  aUd  lost — yeas 
51,  nays  5$,  as  follows : 

.^Y»A*-;-I«aac.  Anderson,  Davij  tiarii,  Burwell  Bas- 
M^7B{^nalmsSidwell,^phn  Blake,  jun^Jlobert  Brown, 
liV^Utn  Biitler,  John  Chandler.  John  Claiborne,  Cfairis-. 
tc^iipr'  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  rredi^rick  Conrieid,  Elias 
tiaole^  Sbenezer  Ehneri  Johp  W.  Eppes,  Williaia 
Findlej,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson  (joodwyn,  Isaiah 
li.  Green,  WilGam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John'  G. 
Jaekson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan.  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jonah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore, 
Qtirdoii  8.  Mnmford,  Tboinas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon 
OliD,  John 'Pugh,  John  Randolph^  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
syWflfnia,  Jolb  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
Peter :daiUy, Thomas  8ammona,£benezer  Beaver,  John 
8inJCb,  Samoel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stan- 
toii,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
TVigg*  Robert  WhitehOl,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

NAts — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Jo- 
8|^  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Wil- 
lius  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom, 
J<Qiui' Boyle,  John  Campbell^  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard 
GoniKton,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana^ 
Bthi'  Darby,  John  Davenpori^un.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Sarif,  JBmea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis^  William  Ely,  James 
Fiak,  John  F*owler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Silas  Hal- 
B^  J^hn  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
Juiies  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland, 
FftiHck  M'agruder,  Robert  Matiox]^  William  McOreery, 
ntbfabfair  R.  Moore,  Jefebiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,^ 
J^ft^di  Hi  Nicholson, .  Timbthy  Pi^in^  jun.,  Josiah' 
(^loty,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell,  Thom^ 
8and£)rd^  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Sini^,  Henry 
8iiQ^^^  Thbthas  &(p^Idhigv  Samuel  Tag^ari,  Ben- 
jttiii^  TUhiiadg^,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
Ufi^'  idUiiLii  K.  Van  Renis^^aer,  Joseph  B.  Yat- 
nidfi^i  Darnel  C,  Verplandc. .  Pelesf  Wadsworth,  Mat-. 
imi.  Wahbn,  John  WhitehiU/DhF^alet  Wickiss,  and 
D^ILWilliaiiDs. 

^Mr.  Jackson^  nioved  a  postponement  to  Moh- 
di|y,  with  the  vie  w  of  obtaining  information  from 
tt^^  $ecretary  of  the  Treasury  of  th^  quantity  of 
laod  sold  since  the  30th  of  June,  1802. 

Mf ;  MoRi^ow,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  postponement ' 
wbaM  i/ot  proT)iil.  He  stated  that  the  informa-i 
tibil'  Milled  wks  biefore  the  House,  considered  it  ■ 
aF  sufficient  to  act'pn^  and  remarked  th^t  theire' 
would  exist  a  fund  of  near  forty  thousand-  dollars ' 
on  the  1st  of  next  October. 

On  postponing  the  bill  till  Monday,  the  House 
diTided — yeas  51,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Claiborne  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  considering  the  infor- 
mation before  the  House  as  not  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Clark  supported  the  motion,  on  which  the 
House  divided — yeas  50,  nays  58. 


The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jackson  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  ^he  route  d^sij^nated  in  ihe  bill,  and  ton- 
eluded  by  offering  a  proposiLion  amcndaiory  of 
an'amendment  orthe  Senate — allowing  a  dlscre-^ 
tion  to  lay  out  the  road  at  any  pumt  between 
^teubenyille  and  Grave  river,  on  the  Ohio — ho  as 
to  allow  a  like  discretioa  with  that  contemplated 
on  the  Potomac,  between  the  point?;  of  Cumber* 
land  and  Western  Port.  , 

The  Hoiise  concurred  in  the  ameudment  of  the 
Cominittee  of  the  Whole,  and  non-concurred  ia 
thai  pi  Mi*.  Jackson.  .    , 

Mir.  Clark  offered  a  motion  which  went  to 
modify  the  bill,  so  as  to  direct  the  laying  out  three 
roads  instead  of  one. 

The  Speaker  declared  thb  motion  out  of  ordeir, 
as  it  affected  an  amendment  already  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  a  question  to  recbnsiaer  theamend* 
ment,  in  order  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  pa 
Mr*  Clark's  motion,  was  taken,  and  lost— yeas 
44,  nays  47. 

Mr.  JACKaoN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill ;  which! 
niotion  havingr  been  negatived,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a' third  reading  on  Monday. 


Monday,  March  24. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill, entitled  "Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Mr.  J.  C.  SariTH.  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  instant,  an  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  Senate  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment  depending 
between  the  two  Houses  to  the  Last-mentiooed  bill, 
made  a  report ;  on  which,  the  House  proceeded  to 
reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Seufite  disagreed 
to  by  this  House  to  the  said  hi  LI :    Whereupon^ 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendmeDt,  . 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ihe  am^eiilt^ 
men'ts  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bi  11^  entitled 
'^  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
:overnment  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States; 


«^reupon,  .,  ;  .  ,» 

Resolved,  ^  That  this'Houte  dofh  disagree  tp  the', 
apendmenVof  the  eighty-ninth  article  of  the  said, 
bill,  whlcfai  proposes  to  strij^e'out  the  word  "fiftya" 
aiia  to  insert,  in  \\e\i  thereof,  theVords  *^pneh|ii^, 
drjsd}"  BAd)  also,  to  so  much  of  the  last  luiifmil*. 
n>^t  of  the  said  bill  as  is  contained  in  the  wprds 
folh)wing,  to  wit :  '*  ineloding  the  manner  of  wear*w 
tn^lhe  hiir :  but  this  pbwer  shall  not  be  eiercised ' 
over  the  militia." 

Resolxkd^  That  this  House  doth  agtee  to  all  the^ 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  '■ 
satdbill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House' 
that  the  Senate  asree  to  the  two  first  amendments  ^ 
of  this  House  to  tne  amendments  proposed  by  the' 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relating  to 
bonds  i^iven  by  Marshals,^'  and  disagree  to  the' 
third  of  the  said  amendments.     ^-^  ^ 
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Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-second  instant,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  regolate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  offi 
cers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,'' 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted  as  the  second 
section  of  the  said  bill. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seTenth  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  making  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  at  the  City 
of  Washington ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  effect  in  each 
State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  record  of  every  other  State.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
Teyed,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — ayes 74. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

A  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  lylaryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely, and  observed,  that,  if  this  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  offer  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners,  by  the  President,  to  explore  a  route. 

Messrs.  Sloan,  Bard,  Clark.  Olin,  Findlet, 
and  Jackson,  supported ;  and  Messrs.  McCreert, 
B^dingbr,  Lton,  and  R.  Nelson,  opposed  this 
motion ;  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  52,  nays  64, 
as  follows : 

TiAi — ^Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
■ett,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam  Batler,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchara  Cook,  Elias 
Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Chreen,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jack- 
•on,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josii^  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Rasaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneier 
Beaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich* 
ard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  PhUip  R.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  WhitehUl,  Robert  Whitehill,  EUph- 
alet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  John 


Boyle,  John  Campbell,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  Leonaid 
Covington,  Jacob  Crownlnshield,  Samuel  W.  Btna, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Pet«r 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hoagh, 
James  Kelly,  Malthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Pat* 
rick  Magnider,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreerj, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jo- 
siah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Thomas  Sondfoid, 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Th^* 
mas  Spalding,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin-  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
ney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yar- 
num,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matfiiew 
Walton,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  taken  that 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  66,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedmger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broomi  John 
Boyle,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  George 
Clmton,  jr.,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninahieldt 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Wil- 
liam Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Eilii, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  James  Kelly,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Maigrader, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8. 
Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Rc^er  Nelson,  Joaeph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smilie  John  Cot- 
ton Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Joseph 
Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samoel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Tbo- 
mas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel  C  Ver- 
planck, Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton,  DaridR- 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams 

Nats — ^Isaac  Anderson.  David  Bard,  Burwell  Basset, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Eliaa  Barie, 
WiUiara  Fmdley,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn, Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  William  Helms, 
David  HoUnes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ne- 
hemiah Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josnh 
Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  ReaofP««»- 
sylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richanis,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  James  Sloan. 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  SUnibrd,  Philip  R* 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  John  WhitehjlL 
Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke  WUUaras,  Alexandsi 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 


TiiBSDAT,  March  25. 
Mr.  Roger  Nelson  presented  to  the  House » 
petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Army,  serfioj 
m  the  district  of  Louisiana,  which  was  receired 
and  read,  prayine  an  augmentation  of  the  paf 
allowed  them  by  Taw. 
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Ordered,  That  the  9aid  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  wiln  instruction  to  exam- 
ine the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to 
amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  the  ^^  Act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
next.  . 

A  message  from  tne  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  David  R.  Williams, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resobed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
Uvea  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembJedf  That 
the  Pofltmafcter  General  he  directed  to  caase  the  Post 
Office,  for  the  City  of  Washington,  to  be  kept,  after 
the day  of ,  next,  at  or  near  the  Capitol. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  last 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshab:"  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

IMPORTATION   OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mumpord.  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  or  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

The  articles  enumerated  in  this  bill  are  the 
same  as  those  contained  in  the  resolution  on 
which  it  was  framed.    [See  ante,  page  451.] 

Mr.  MuMFORD  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  left  for 
the  time  when  the  bill  is  to  take  effect,  with  the 
15th  of  November  next. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  the  first  of  January,  and 

Mr.  Crowninshield  the  first  of  July. 

Mr.  MuMFORo  said,  while  they  were  charging 
a  foreign  Government  with  surprising  their  com- 
merce, he  hoped  they  would  not  do  the  same 
thine  themselves.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  first  of  July,  and  in  favor  of  the  15ih  of  No- 
Tember. 

Mr.  BiowELL  spoke  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank 
with  the  15ih  of  November,  and 

Mr.  Blackleoge  in  favor  of  the  1st  of  July. 

On  agreeing  to  the  first  of  January,  the  House 
divided — ayes  37,  noes  67;  the  Federal  members 
voting  in  tne  affirmative. 

On  agreeing  to  the  15th  of  November,  64  mem- 
bers rose  on  the  affirmative  side — carried.    On 
this  question,  the  Federal  members  likewise  voted 
in  the  affirmative. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mumporo,  a  blank  was  fill- 


ed, so  as  to  make  the  section,  amended,  read  aa 
follows : 

"  Woollen  doth,  whose  invoice  price  shall  exceed 
five  shillings  sterling  per  square  yard." 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  add  to  the  enumerated 
articles  ^'  blank  books ;"  which  motion  was  disa- 
greed to — ayes  39,  noes  51. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Barker,  to  add  ^  iron 
hollow  ware,"  shared  the  same  fate — ayes  38,. 
noes  56. 

After  some  further  amendments,  not  touching 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  tneir  agreement  to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered,  and  agreed 
to  the  amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  l^en- 
fi^rossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  without  » 
division. 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  resolutions  for  the  better 
protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  referred  to 
them  by  order  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-third  of 
December  last,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

'<  1st.  Resokedf  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  doUars,  be  i^ro- 
priated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  8Utes  to 
cause  oar  ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  fortified  and 
protected  against  any  insult  or  injury. 

"  2d.  Resohed,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  be 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  a  number  of  gunboats,  not 
exceeding  fifty,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  harbors» 
coasts,  and  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

**  3d.  Resolved,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  be 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  six  line-of-battle  ships,  to  be 
added  to  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States." 

The  first  resolution  for  appropriating  $150,000 
for  the  better  protection  of  ports  and  harbors,  war 
agreed  to  without  debate — ayes  63,  noes  60. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  for  the  appro- 
priation of  $250,000  for  the  building  of  gunboats. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  this  sum,  and 
leave  a  blank,  with  the  view  of  filling  it  with  a 
larger  sum  in  case  the  third  resolution  should  be 
disagreed  to. 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  36. 

When  the  resolution  was  agreed  to — ayes  72. 

The  third  resolution  was  read,  appropriating 
$660,000  toward  the  building  of  six  iine-of-battle 
ships. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  to  strike  out  8660,000,  and 
iine-of-battle  ships,  so  as  to  confine  the  resolution 
to  an  appropriation,  generally,  for  naval  pur- 
poses. 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  10. 

Mr.  Masters.— When  the  resolution  brought 
before  this  House  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  under  consideration,  I 
opposed  that  resolution,  because  I  thought  it  was 
a  system  we  could  not  abide  by^  and  oecauie  it 
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would  injure  this  nation  more  than  Great  Britain, 
Against  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  and  had 
a  natural  tendency  to  retaliation,  revenge,  and 
'^hostilities  between  the  two  nations.  When  the 
resolution  was  tinder  consideration  brought  fof- 
fward  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
i  i^oted  for  it,  as  a  system  by  which  we  could 
■abide;  and  it  might  alarm  the  British  nation,  that 
(Che  course  of  trade  would  be  turned  into  other 
;ehannels;  though  I  thought  the  measure  taken, 
abstractly  too  weak  to  have  the  desired  effect,  I 
voted  for  it  with  a  hope  that  the  measure  would 
ibe  streiigthened,  by  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors, 
increasing  our  nav^,  and  making  such  prepara- 
ftioDs  as  to  command  more  respect  among  fofei|^n 
nations,  and  thereby  aid  and  assist  our  negotia- 
.tions,  and  have  a  tendeficy  to  preserve  peace. 
Such  is  the  course  I  wish  to  pursue  for  the  inter- 
est of  this  nation,  in  order  to  maintain  our  inde- 
pendence Which  w^  have  acquired,  and  preserve 
aiational  security  and  existence,  and  prevent  our 
indust^  and  capitals  employed  in  commerce, 
twhich  is  the  resource  of  all  our  revenue,  from  be- 
ing swallowed  up  by  foreign  depredations :  but 
30|ipo8ition  appears  from  various  quarters  of  the 
House.  I  have  heard  it  said  "  if  you  build  se  venty- 
iQur-£un  ships,  you  must  build  enough  to  meet 
Jihe  JTuropean  navies."  It  cannot  he  intended  for 
Dur  inftnt  navy  to  meet  theih  in  fleets,  but  it  will 
*8erve  as  an  additidnal  dafenc^  to  our  ports,  and 
present  si  ogle  ships  or  a  number  of  ships  from 
tloctadin^  our  harbors,  impressing  our  seamen, 
and  hovering  on  our  coasts,  searching  and  plun- 
dering our  vessels  and  thereby  binder  such  injur- 
fe  and  moults  J  which  they  cannot  commit  unless 
they  send  oat  fleets  for  that  purpose,  which  will 
not  be  for  ihdir  interest  to  do,  because  tt  will  not 
^uit  their  cost.  '   ** 

I  have  also  beard  it  i^aiiji,  "if  ypu  build  seventy- 
four-gun  ships  they  dare  xiot  eo^  out  of  port,  Ibi- 
eausti  they  wQl  be  taken."  This  argument  re- 
minds me  of  a  boy  who  was  put  to  school  to  get 
an  educalion,  and  grow  up  in  learning,  and  be- 
come a  useful  citizen  in  community.  Alter  being 
at  school  n  space  of  time,  he  ran  home.  He  then 
was  asked  what  he  came  home  for;  he  said,  he 
(Tid  not  like  to  ;^o  to  school:  was  asked  the  reason; 
ie  replied  he  did  not  like  to  be  whipped.  He  was 
asked  if  he  had  been  whipped;  he  answered,  oh! 
noj  but  be  was  afraid  he  shoiild  be.  Though  our 
navy  has  not  yei  been  whipped,  the  gentleman  is 
afraid  it  will  be ;  then^fDre,  does  not  want  to  build 
8cyenty-four-gun  ships,  nor  increase  our  navy  to 
ffroW  up  and  protect  commerce. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  from  the 
spirit  of  the  Message  of  the  Executive,  which  I 
believe  the  most  popular  Message  that  ever  came 
^rom  the  President  of  the  Pnited  Stales,  and  from 
^e  spirit  and  zeal  both  out  of  doors  and  in  the 
House,  it  seemed  as  though  there  was  an  anxiety 
to  press  forward  to  the  charge,  and  fight  England, 
France,  and  Spain,  all  at  once:  When  we  come 
Co  bring  energetic  measures  to  the  test,  how  are 
they  likely  td  turn  out?  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
whittle  down  those  measures  into  contempt  and 
f'uroiliation.    We  have  appropriated  only  t|ie  sum 


of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  io^(»- 
tify  our  ports  and  harbors  on  an  extensive  sea- 
coast,  of  near  two  thousand  miles,  and  passed  ^ 
resolution  for  building  a  few  gunboats.  This  is 
the  main,  unless  you  adopt  the  resolution  imme- 
diately under  consideration. 

Our  farmers  will  begin  to  complain  pceseotly 
as  well  as  the  merchants,  for  agriculture  wilt  ne- 
cessarily fall  with  the  ruin  of  commerce  and  trade; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  neither  commerce  nor 
agriculture  can  flourisb  without  protection;  and 
the  increase  of  commerce  is  the  increase  of  oiir 
revenue,  which  is  the  increase  of  national  weald^ 
and  agricultural  i industry  naturally  goes  with  It, 
and  cannot  possjibly  increase  without  it;  that  in- 
terest improves  in  proportion  to  the  encouraip- 
ment  it  receives,  and  that  .encouragement  is  de- 
rived from  the  liberal  ]price  of  produce  wbidi  is 
derived  from  an  extensive  commerce,  which  bet- 
ters the  condition  and  gives  a  spring  to  agricul- 
tural industry  and  mutual  encouragement  to  boib. 
*  The  progress  of  agricultural  iddustry  in  coo- 
merciaf  nations  is  generally  proportionate,  wbicb 
makes  our  large  cities  and  towns.  The  capitil 
employed  in  oiir  piar^et'towns  must  be  in  proper* 
tiun  to  the  country;  otherwise  it  operates  to  tbe 
disadvantage  of  agriculture.  To  widen  the  ma^ 
ket  is  generally  for  the  benefit  of  the  pubhc,bat 
narrowing  the  competition  must  always  be  against 
it.  The  produce  of  the  farmer  is  limited  to  (be 
extent  of  the  market;  if  the  market  is  small  the 
price  is  low;  extend  your  commerce  and  you  ex- 
tend the  market.  The  growing  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  the  soil  advances  with  the  cop- 
merce  and  wealth  of  the  country.  Arts  and  in- 
dustry of  every  jund,  with  comi];i^rce,  coj^aMoeand 
advance  together,  4nd  a  nation  grows  ricn  by  H; 
and  the  price  of  agricultural  industry  is  more  lib- 
eral and  better  rewarded  in  a  society  advancing 
to  opulence  than  in  one  which  is  standing  still  or 
decaying. 

A  nation  which  neglects  protection  to  commerce 
and  despises  it,  cannot  transact  the  same  qaantitf 
of  business  which  might  otherwise  be  done;  and 
the  Government  ought  to  protect  and  encourage 
the  merchant  to  pursue  his  own  tsiwfnl  interest, 
according  to  his  own  judgment;  that  he  oMf  a{- 
joy  in  perfect  security  the  full  recompense  of  bis 
industry.  It  never  can  be  for  the  bene^  «  the 
farming  interest  to  discourage  or  distres  the  in- 
dustrv  of  the  mercantile  States,  becaube  it  serro 
to  sinV  the  real  value  of  the  surplus  produce,  and 
consequently  the  improvement  and  cultivauon  of 
the  soil,  ^you  neglect  protection,  you  indirectly 
invite  ag[gressions  and  discourage  that  very  iut^* 
est  whicn  you  mean  to  promote.  How  are  our 
citizens  to  procure  money  ^7  It  is  foreign  cow 
which  circulates  in  this  countr)r,for  the  inost  part, 
and  not  our  own ;  it  is  that  which  regulates  more 
or  less  the  whole  business  of  common  life;  tuA 
the  quantity  of  money  naturally  increases  in  every 
countrv  with  the.  increase  of  the  wealth.  The  sur- 
plus or  the  country  will  not  sell  without  a  capitw 
to  purchase;  on  this  depends  in  an  essenual  ana 
great  degree  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Though  ibc 
superabiindant  prodi^cfs  of  the  country  is  an  ohj^< 
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^  ibpfifn  oommeree,  it  is  not  so  great  an  object 
ms  40  induee  other  natioos  into  oar  ix)rts  for  h, 
tbecaoHe  diey  can  obtam  the  same  produce  else- 
where 

It  h|i8  been  obserred  by  an  honorable  member 

on  this  floor  ^'that  he  conceived  the  increase  of 

foor  navy  as  the  beginning  of  the  business;"  by 

which  I  understand  the  beginning  of  the  business 

iind^r  tbis  Administration;  i^nd  I  ne?«r  knew 

^hat  ihis  Administration,  or  any  ot)ier  Ad  minis- 

tratiuMi^  or  any  political  party,  were  o^posj^d  to 

fnotecHBg  <^t)uneree,  y^n^  ificreikftiiig  pur  navy 

^4iial  purp(»e,  when  it  benwoK  necessary  f^r  Ihe 

gqod  .ap4  v^lfaM  of  the  luutioD.    Is  it  not  now  ne- 

.jBMaary-^is  it  not  now  (ime  to  awaken  from  this 

l^ldan  dream  in  whidi  we  have  so  long  slept, 

dvihen  ioMign  nations  ka^e  beeoose  so  jealous  and 

•onflow  as  to  depredate  and  attanpt  to  annihilate 

m^  eomiieree ;  when  privateers  and  pirates  infest 

our  eoasts;  when  nationd  armed  vesseb  blockade 

<>ar  harbors,  and  drag  our  seamen  fVom  thieir  faqii 

^ek  and  country?    Must  we  look  calmly  on  and 

,        say  protect  yourselves?    Is  this  the  apswer  to  be 

J        ciTen  to  oar  citizens  7   Commerce  protect  itself ! 

.        Ts  this  legislating  for  the  interest  of  the  people  pi 

:        Ahia  nation  ?    God  forbid !    It  is  unsuitable  to  the 

^        juUure  of  Qoveroment ;  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws 

lof  society,  and  the  very  principles  upon  which 

itoci^f  is  ftwraedj  ^vul  I  ^ope  n»y  not  be  «©n- 

4mued  in  uny  longer. 

3*he  great  end  and  iniiCAtMn  nf  xe venue,  drawn 
firmn  the  cooumuiity,  ie  not  only  to  sii|»port  (he 
Beoeabsry  expenses  of  the  Qovet nment,  but  to  6e- 
^endand  protect  every  part  ofihat  eommuntty; 
^  and  I  iiave  always  nndentood,  that  it  was  the 
Smt  aad  great  duty  of  every  wise  and  good  Gov- 
arameat  to  take  measares  tor  the  public  defence, 
ao4  iMOteoC  iu  citkeos  in  their  lawfal  .parsuits. 
€Mwr  navy  4Night  not  io  be  enfeebled  and  weak  be- 
Jbiw  the  proportion  of  our  natural  strength  and 
resources.  Every  individual  has  a  general  inter- 
est in  the  prosperity  of  ihe  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  tho  country,  and  in  the  good  manage- 
ment of  its  resources  for  the  public  defence  and 
]pvotectioB;  to  withhold  that  deience  and  protec- 
eton  under  the  idea  of  economy,  if  it  is  not  a  sub- 
Tersion  of  the  term,  it  is  to  me  a  fallacious,  mis- 
taken, and  forced  economy.  The  great  object  of 
political  economy  in  every  country  is.  and  ouffht 
to  be,  to  increase  the  riches  and  power  of  that 
eovnirv. 

CoQld  I  perceive,  by  increasing  our  navy^in 
building  seven tj-A>ur-gun  ships,  and  protectmg 
eommeree,  it  militated  against  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, I  should  be  among  the  last  to  advocate  it ; 
tet  1  think  it  is  highly  proper  to  protect  it,  to  a 
^eertata  extent,  and  that  extent  I  would  regulate 
by  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  commerce, 
which  I  believe  ouffht  to  be  appropriated  to  protect 
that  commerce.  According  to  the  Message  of  the 
President,  there  is  one  million  of  dollars,  surplus, 
in  the  Treasury;  and  the  Mediterranean  fund  of 
^ght  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  be  liberated 
fixMn  that  object ;  and  I  hope  that  at  least  some 
rt  of  this  revenue  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
Mdiog  of  sevenly-four'gun  ships.    By  mixing 
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of  such  ships  with  the  frigates,  our  nary  will  bie- 
come  much  more  poweriral  and  respectable ;  and 
legislating  on  such  principles  is  giving  no  prefer- 
ence to  the  cominercial  interest  over  the  agri- 
cultural ;  ^nd  I  wish  to  be  expressly  understood, 
notto  increase  our  navy  beyond  the  means  arisii^ 
from  the  surplus  revenue :  neither  would  I  he  un- 
derstood as  advocating  unjust  monopolies,  prohib- 
itions, improper  bounties,  exclusive  charters  and 
companies;  t)iese  ase  abuses  of  the  commeroial 
system. 

In  the  course  of  some  of  the  fonner  debates, 
Chlfia  WAS  introduced  as  a  model  and  pattern,  it 
is  to  be  remarked  that  China  has  articles  ^  mcr- 
^todise  which  no  other  natioa  has,  which  ea- 
tioes  aU  nations  to  earrir  on  eommeroe  with  ber. 
Though  China  has  long  beea  one  of  the  ^icheat, 
best  cultivated,  and  populous  countries,  yet  it  48 
to  be  remembered,  the  middling  and  lower  elasses 
of  people  are  the  most  beggarly— thousands  of 
families  have  no  ether  habitations  than  in  fishing 
boats,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  community  ace 
poor  and  miserable.    Such  is  the  China  sample. 

It  is  said  commerce  increases  and  promotes  pre- 
^igality.  Suppose  it  jdoes,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
aqd  to  it  if  you  please  equipage,  luxury,  coriositr, 
vanity,  and  ostentation ;  ana  wl«Eit  does  it  prove?  It 
only  akfues  that  the  principles  of  common  pru- 
dence do  not  always  govern  iudividnals;  neirer- 
theless  it  promotes  industry  and  creates  a  fuflid 
for  the  support  of  society.  Besides,  it  seldom 
ballpens  that  a  nation  is  much  afiected  bv  the  pra- 
fusien  of  a  few  individuals ;  the  principles  of  fru- 
gality »eem  to'  predominate  among  the  greater 
part  of  mankind,  taking  tive  whole  course  of  their 
lives  together;  indeed)  nations  are  never  impover- 
ished by  private,  it  is  by  public  misconduct. 

Modern  Europe  furnishes  an  example  that  com- 
merce cannot  flourish  without  some  naval  prb- 
tection,  and  I  sinoerely  hope  the  resolution  w^ 
be  adopted. 

Messrs.  Lyoii  and  Cook  spoke  at  oeneideraUe 
length  in  favor  of  t]ie  resoLutioD. 

The  (fuestion  was  then  taken  on  the  reaolutkia; 
which  was  cejected-^only  30  wembeei  roae  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  House  considered  the  report,  when  theficfet 
resolution  was  agreed  to-*-yeM  76,  nays  38,  as  lot- 
lows: 

Tri8--£van  Alexander,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas 
Bidwell»  WUlism  Biaddedge,  Jdhn  Blake,  jumer, 
llMHnas  Blount,  James  M.  fi^oom,  John  CampbeU, 
John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clailwme, 
George  Clinton,  juaior,  Frederick  Goarad,  Orehard 
Cook,  Jaeob  Crownioflhield,  Richard  Cutta,  Bna 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Jcdin  Dawson,  Jajnes 
Elliot,  Caleb  Bllis,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  WiUiam  Ely,  John 
W.Eppes,  WUliam  Findley,  James  Fkk,  John  Few- 
ler,  Charles  Qold^oiough,  Andrew  Gh'egg,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  8eih  Hastings,  WiUiam  Hehns,  David  Hokaai, 
David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Doncaa  Mo- 
Farland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  WilUam  Mp" 
Creexy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Merrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely,  Ourdon  8.  Mun^ford,  Jeremiah  NelsoUt 
Thomas  Newton,  Jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell^ 
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Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schune- 
man,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  Joseph 
Btanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaIlmadge,SamaelTenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bed- 
ing^r,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  Michael  Leib,  Thos.  Moore, 
Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  agree- 
ment to  the  second  of  the  said  resolutions,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  91,  nays  21,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Al8ton,jun.,  Joseph 
Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Bloant, 
James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  junior, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler, 
Charies  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew 
Giegg,  Isaiah  L.  C^een,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hastings,  WUIiam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Ijeib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Duncan  Mac- 
Farland.  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mor- 
row, G.S.  Mumford,  J.  Nelson,  R.  Nelson,  T.Newton, 
Jan.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
J<^n  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Mar- 
tin G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  0.  Verplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworlh,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
WilUams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett, Silas  Betton,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Da- 
na, John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  Edwin  Gray,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards, 
Thomas  Sandford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
•  Joseph  i.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  disa- 
g[reement  to  the  third  and  last  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative—- yeas  72, 
nays  34,  as  follows: 


YxAB — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Iiue- 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Borwdl  Bu- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  'WiUim 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Bloont,  Wil. 
liam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Cfanito> 
pher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leontid 
Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawspn,  WUIiam  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Jamct  ElboC, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findlej, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hibey, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  TboDii 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robot 
Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiili 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nich- 
olson, Gideon  Olin,  John  ^gh,  John  Rea  of  Peon^ 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  iobi 
RussdJ,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schonemta,  Eb- 
enezer Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Sqiith,  Henxy  Southard,  Thomas  Spaljin^, 
Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Trigg,  Jo- 
seph B.  Vamum,  John  WhitehUl,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats— James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  George 
Clinton,  junior.  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dant,  Johi 
Davenport,  junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  WUIiam  Ely,  Chtriei 
Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters,  WiUiam 
McCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  (ki- 
ton  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stuigei,  8aB> 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  PhiUp  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ytf* 
plandL,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  WiUisou. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brooght  Id, 

fmrsuant  to  the  first  and  second  of  the  ^^^ 
utioDs ;  and  that  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Nathan  Wnr 
LIAM8,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Bloont,  Mr.  Joseph  Cut, 
Mr.  Darbt,  and  Mr.  Fisk,  do  prepare  and  bnng 
in  the  same. 

Wednesday,  March  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enlitled  "^  tc| 
to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  enmled  AB 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate governments,"  was  committed  toaCoooi^* 
tee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roger  Nelson,    , 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  apP<>*"^,?j 
bring  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act.eoUuefl 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  of  the  District  oC  v/o- 
lumbia."  „    .  „- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rooeb  Nelson,  Mr.  Job* 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Ely,  be  appointed  a  commUW« 
pursuant  to  said  resolution.  Wrsoiyt 

Mr.  John  Randolph  presented  w  *^*  'J^ 
two  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  B^°^°:,^ 
and  Saint  Clair  counties,  in  the  lQ<^i»"*.|Terfi- 
ry,  which  were  read,  praying  that  the  said  i  ^^ 
tory  may  be  divided  into  two  separa^  f  ^^^ 
meots ;  and  that  slaves  may  be  P^.'"*"  bplprrei 
to  be  brought  into  the  said  Territory.-rt*^!?^ 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House?  lo  wm 
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was  committed,  on  the  fourteenth  oltimo,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  William 
Henry  Harrison;  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Indiana  Territory ;  and  several  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Qrbgg,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  seven- 
teenth instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti«> 
tied  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  issae  grants,  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  va- 
cant and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  several  amendments:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
witb  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fourth  ot  December  last  on 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  on  a  petition  of  sundrv  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Territory,  made  a  further  report  thereon; 
wbicb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Parke  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  John  Cleghorn,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
wbicb  was  read,  prating  that  the  benefits  of  the 
act,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety  one,  entitled  "An 
act  for  panting  lands  to  the  inbabits^nts  and  set- 
tlers at  Yincennes  and  the  Illinois  country,  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  con- 
firming them  in  their  possessions,"  may  be  ex- 
tended to  the  petitioner,  tor  the  reasons  tberein  set 
forth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives," and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment;  to 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
tneir  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  and  insist  upon  their  second 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the 
said  bill,  and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House 
on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment;  to 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part. 

CREDIT  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Blaoki.edge. — From  the  best  informatien 
I  have  been  able  to  collect,  by  an  examination  of 
the  documents  laid  on  our  table,  as  well  as  by  con- 
Tersation  with  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 
the  sabject  than  myself,  I  find  that,  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lauds  already  made,  there  will  be 
to  be  collected  in  the  course  of  about  four  years, 
Bpward  of  two  million  of  dollars ;  from  the  same 


sources  of  information  I  likewise  learn,  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  only,  upward  of  two  hundred  thous^and  dol- 
lars are  to  be  paid,  or  the  lands  must  be  sold  to 
raise  the  balances  from  the  persons  owin^  this 
enormous  sum,  and  that  sales  for  a  part  of  it  are 
to  commence  in  this  or  the  next  month.  The 
petitions  presented  to  Congress  at  this  session, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  balances 
due  from  the  petitioners,  and  depicting  the  dis- 
tresses to  which  many  must  be  reduced  if  our 
laws  are  rigidly  enforced,  ought  to  draw  our  at- 
tention to  what  is  to  be  the  probable  consequences 
of  a  system,  which,  in  practice,  is  found  likely  to 
bring  largely  in  debt  to  the  Gk)vernment  so  con- 
siderable a  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  any  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  To  my  mind,  there  is  nothing 
more  obvious  than  that  if  the  present  system  of 
selling  our  lands  is  persevered  in,  the  peace  of  the 
Union  may  and  probably  will  not  be  preserved. 
Men  who  have  paid  three-fourths,  or.  perhaps,  . 
more,  of  the  purchase  money  for  their  lands,  and 
spent  several  years  hard  labor  in  improving  them, 
cannot  feel  very  strongly  attachea — nay,  muftt 
feel  an  aversion — to  a  Govern  men  t,  whose  rigid 
policy,  in  consequence  of  their  having  failed  to 
pay  the  balance  which  may  be  due,  takes  from 
them  not  only  their  lands  and  improvements,  but 
even  refuses  to  refund  that  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  which  may  have  been  paid.  Let  the  num- 
ber of  persons  of  this  description  increase  to  that 
extent  to  which  our  present  system  naturally 
leads,  and  I  fear,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  to  en- 
force your  laws.  No  man  will  dare  to  bid  at  your 
sales ;  his  life  may  be  in  danger  if  he  does ;  and 
though  the  lands,  in  such  cases,  would  revert  to 
the  Government,  what  good  would  it  do  them  1 
The  first  purchaser  is  in  possession,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  is  in  favor  of 
his  holding  it.  To  evict  him,  you  must  resort  to 
force,  the  consequences  of  which  are  too  obvious 
to  need  description.  A  committee  of  this  House 
has  already  decided  the  principle,  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  grant  a  longer  indulgence  to  those 
whose  time  of  credit  has  expired.  To  have  de- 
cided otherwise  would  have  been  to  adopt  toward 
poor  debtors  for  the  purchase  of  your  lands,  a 
practice  directly  contrary  from  that  which,  under 
similar  circumstances  of  hardship,  has  been  uni- 
formly observed  toward  your  debtors  at  the  cus- 
tom-houses; a  distinction  which  cannot,  as  I 
conceive,  be  justified  by  any  principle  of  policy 
or  justice.  I  know  of  no  way  by  which  the  evils 
to  be  apprehended  can  be  so  efiectually  averted  as 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  selling  the  public 
lands  on  credit;  and  with  the  view  of  bringing  the 
subject  before  Congress,  and  ascertaining  their 
opinion  upon  it,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  ioilow- 
ing  resolution : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing all  such  parts  of  the  several  acts  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  as  authorizes  a  credit  on 
any  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  that  they  report 
theb  opinion  thereupon. 

Mr.  Nbwton  moved  an  amendment;  going  to 
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^refer  thi,s  resolution  to  the  CommiUee  of  W^ys 
and  Means;  which  did  not  prevail-^ayes  13; 
.wb^p  tihe  resoliiitioQ  was  agreed  to  without  a 
.division. 

IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  imjiortation  of  certain 
British  goods^  warcs^  and  merchandise,  was  read 
the  ihird  Lime. 

The  yea.s  and  nays  were  called  for  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph*— I  was  about  myself  to  ask 
fpr  ihe  veas  and  nays ;  but  helore  they  are  taken  on 
the  billj  I  wi&ih  some  of  lis  framers,  if  indeed  it 
has  aay  within  the^e  walbn  would  step  forward 
and  iDform  what  ev^ideDce  is  to  be  offered  to  a 
jury  to  decide  whether  a  given  yard  of  broad- 
cloth bas  been  manufactured  id  Britain  or  Ireland. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  efficiency  and 
digtiiiy  i  but  never  ia  the  course  of  my  life  have 
1  witnes^t^d  sut^h  a  ^cene  of  indignity  and  ineffi- 
c;iency  as  ihi^  measure  holds  forth  to  the  world. 
What  is  ii  ?  A  milk-aad  waier  bill,  a  dose  of 
chicken  broth  to  be  taken  ame  months  hence. 
Qgod  God  !  is  it  passible  that  i^entlemen  believe 
it  will  be  incompeUat  for  Congress  at  the  next 
session  lo  cook  up  such  a  dish  as  this?  for  I  hope 
Congress  will  meet  before  or  about  the  15th  of 
November^  and  that  an  adjournment  will  not  be 
made  to  the  beginning  of  December.  Is  there  such 
a  diflerence  or  time  between  thosie  periods  as  to 
justify  a  resort  to  theae  measures  now?  It  is  the 
ffierest  brutum  fulnven  I  ever  hear^.  It  is  top 
contempLibie  to  be  the  object  of  consideration,  or 
to  excite  the  feeling^i  of  the  peitiest  State  in  Eu- 
rope. If  we  wish  to  throw  the  disgrace  off  our 
sbouldersj  let  m  throw  thi^  bill  off  our  tables. 
This  is  the  strong  measure  1  this  is  the  imposing 
attitude  we  have  taken  I  You  cannot  do  with- 
out the  next  Spring  and  Fall  importations;  and 
you  tell  your  ad  vcrsary  so.  You  multi|)ly  custom- 
Aouae  oaths,  and  give  a  bounty  to  perjury.  Ex- 
eept  in  respect  lo  custom-house  oaths,  there  is  not 
a  provision  in  the  bill  wonli  a  iarthing.  Is  it 
possible  for  a  deliberative  body  thus  to  trifte  with 
the  nation  ? — with  powers  with  which  they  have 
been  iavei>ted  for  wisest  purposes;  and  to  hold 
ftut  a  temptation  to  the  violation  of  laws?  for  it 
1  impossi  ble  to  pass  a  law  more  teeming  with 
paiscbLef— a  law  which,  while  it  opens  a  door  to 
perjurvj  cannot  be  executed,  and  than  the  execu- 
lioii  of  which  nothing  is  farther  from  the  minds 
of  its  framers*  It  is  indeed  iatfliciency  itself;  it 
can  never  be  executed.  I  have  heard  much  said 
in  the  lobby,  since  I  came  into  the  House,  of  giv- 
ing up  our  own  opinions  in  deference  to  those  of 
others.  Let  those  who  make  this  declaration  give 
Vp  their  opinions.  But  in  my  opinion  the  umes 
call  for  a  far  different  thing  from  unanimity. 
They  may  indeed  call  for  union,  but  the  mea- 
sures proposed  ought  tp  be  wise  and  efficient— 
^hey  call  for  principle — for  independence — for 
gentlemen  in  this  House  voting  in  corr.espopdence 
Jq  the  opinions  they  avow  pi|t  of  doors,  and  npt 
for  their  being  whipt  in  by  the  underlings  of  Gov- 
^nment— for  assumin|;  ^  .Wnly  ^ttittf^er-frr  a 


far  different  procedure  from.thebillon  yoai table. 
Will  gentlemen  allow  nothing  to  a. chaageof  cir- 
cumstances in  Europe  ?  We  have  rec^fedare* 
cent  communication  from  that  quarter.  W91 
they  pay  no  attention  to  its  contents  ?  Will  th^, 
instead  of  this,  go  on  in  their  political  go-cart,  in 
one  incessant  round,  without  attending  to  time  or 
circumstance  ?  And  now  I  am  speakiag  on  tbis 
subject,  I  must  request  those  communications  be 
read. 

Mr.  SFaAKBR  said  they  wece  confidential. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  hope  they  will  beieai, 
whether  they  be  confideptiai  or  not. 

Mr.  Spbajoba. — They  are  not  in  passeawofi  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  ).  Randolph.-^I  Lope  they  irili  beaaatfor, 
and  th^t  they  will  be  read. 

The  SpEAiusa  repeated  thiat  they  wutw^^ be 
fore  the  House. 

Mr.  Cloptov. — Mr.  Speak/er,  I  rise  witb  a  Tiew 
of  submitting  a  few,  and  but  a  few  remarb  to  tbe 
House  on  the  passaige  of  this  bill.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  my  voice,  naturalQr  feeble,  and  ren- 
dered much  more  so  by  a  paint ul,  excraeiatii^ 
indisposition,  which  has  detained  me  from  tius 
House  many  weeks,  will  not  admit  of  a  degree  of 
utterance  sufficient  to  be  heard  throaghooi  the 
whole  even  of  those  few  remarks.  Until  yesterday 
I  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  the  House  for  moie 
than  seven  weeks;  and,  on  that  day,  the  d^bilitalsd 
i^iate  of  my  frame  admiued  not  of  my  coatinoao^:^ 
at  the  House  but  for  a  yery  short  time.  For  tbeie 
reasons  I  shall  feel  ihe  more  thaakful  tP  the 
House  for  k  patient  attention.  During  pari  of  tlK 
time  which  has  elapsed  in  my  absence  from  tbe 
House,  a  resolution  of  v«ry  ^reat  importaace  wis 
discussed  and  passed  by  without  a  vote.  Tbe 
bill  now  before  you  is  one  brought  in,  as  I  oader- 
stand,  pursuant  to  another  ireaolulion  whicb  has 
been  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Sir,!  shall  vote  for  this  biU,  not  becaosa  I  be- 
lieve it  i&  calculated  to  be  aa  effectual  towarii 
obtaining  the  objects  sought  for,  as  a  meaijuc 
might  be,  grounded  on  the  resoilution  w)ii<^.^ 
been  discussed:  I  mean  tbe  resolution aabmiited 
bv  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Qsu^) 
Nor  shall  I  vote  for  it  under  a  baUef  thai  it  viU 
be  less  likely  to  ^ye,  offence  to  the  nation  c«  v^®^ 
it  is  to  operate.  Every  argument  against  tbatKf- 
olution  predicated  on  apprehensions  of  its  ooeS' 
sive  tendency  towards  that  nation,  would,  ip  AT 
opinion,  be  equally  as  proper  ajcainst  this  biU  as 
agaiast  that  resolution.  But  afi  argument  of  wis 
sort  I  utterly  discUim,  whether  ap^ied  totk^oBe 
case  or  to  tne  other.  However,  there  s^^ 
have  arisen,  from  apprehensions  of  that  kkw,t 
degree  of  reluctance  in  some  gentlemen  as  w 
resorting  to  any  measure  of  the  nature  of  tbij 
proposed  in  this  bill.  And  why  so?  Wbtt, 
would  ask,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  S»t^ 
Are  they  still  in  a  state  of  cokwaizatioa  to  G(«' 
Britain?  Ar^  they  under  subjection  to  tbe  art*- 
trary  rujle  and  dominion  of  that  coiwtrf?  ^ 
they  bound  to  receive  law  from  the  Britwb  Par- 
liament, from  the  British  Ministry,  or  from  a  Bf^' 
ish  Court  9f  A^tuiralty  ?    Qc  do  they  hoW  a  «»* 
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in  the  scale  of  iodepeodent  nations?  |f  they  do 
hold  any  such  rank,  have  they,  or  have  they  not, 
a  right  to  raake  rules  and  regulations  in  respect 
to  their  commerce  with  other  countries  1  In  mak- 
ing their  commercial  arrangements,  have  they 
not  a  right  to  withhold  their  trade  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  from  any  country  whatever,  if  they 
have  reason  so  to  do?  If  they  really  have  a  claiip 
to  be  considered  as  a  nation ;  if  they  do  e^ist  as  a 
peopLfe  having  their  o^n  Government  indepen- 
dent of  all  other  Govern cnents,  such  ^  rjght  can- 
not be  disputed ;  it  is  clear,  it  is  incontestable. 
What  cause  of  •ffence,  then,  can  be  given  by  ijbe 
exercise  of  such  a  right  ?  What  cause  of  offence 
will  be  given  by  the  United  States,  should  they 
withhold  their  ^ade  from  any  nation  upon  earth  7 
NoQe,  sir.  The  right,being  clear.^nd  unques^ion- 
tionable.  such  an  exercise  qf  it  canfiot  be  any  just 
cause  of  offence. 

It  seeQQs,  however,  to  have  been  apf)rehended 
by  some  gentlemen  that,  whether  it  be  lust  cause 
of  o^ence  or  not,  Great  Britain  will  t^ke  offence 
shoold  any  such  measure  be  adopted.  And,  sir, 
|tas  it  not  been  suggested  that  the  United  States 
"Hpirould  do  well  to  refrain  from  taking  such  a  meas- 
ure rather  than  incur  the  displeasure  of  that  na- 
tion^ If  such  suggestions  hfive  transpired,  I  niost, 
Wi^h  all  the  powers  of  my  soul,  disclaim  the  senti- 
ment. What!  forbear  to  do  what  we  have  a 
lawful  riffht  to  doj  and  what  does  not,  by  any 
manner  of  means,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  otfa- 
em,  through  fear  of  offendme  Great  ^ritaiA  there- 
by \  $ir,  is  the  blood  which  flowed  in  our  veins 
thirty  years  ago  entirely  dissipated  t  If  it  is  pot, 
if  there  be  o^e  drop  remaining,  smely  that  drop 
Is  sufficient  to  excite  ao  indignant  renunciation, 
an  iitte'r  abhorrence  o^  such  ft  sentiment.  What 
if  fear?  Is  it  a  quality  or  a  pronerty  of  the  h^- 
man  soul?  If  it  be  such  a  quaj^ity  or  property, 
0  Jet  it  be  eterjially  discarded  froin  the  American 
breast !  Let  it  be  driven  to  those  dark  and  gloomy 
r^tons  where  the  iron  hand  of  despotism  strikes 
to  the  ground  everything  lyhich  woul^  attemjpt  to 
nuse  itself  abpve  that  level!  There  alone  is  its 
proper  element ;  there  it  is  a  principle  of  Govern- 
pient  pervading  the  melancholy  groups,  who  dr^g 
on  through  life  under  a  Ipad  of  wretchedness, 
madding  their  dismal  course  by  the  clanking  of 
their  cnjains.  Wherever  it  prevails  it  pollutes ; 
it  p^ii^s  the  fountain  whence  flows  everything 
noble  and  excellent  in  man.  Infected  with  it.  his 
native  dignitv  vanishes  from  him,  and  all  his 
jmatness'ibpples  do^rnward  an^  sinks  into  tbe 
ggst.'  ^ 
'But  therefore,  sir,  for  yvbi^t  purpose,  should 
tluft  tear  of  offending  Great  ^ritam  be  indul^e^? 
It  shpvld  be  indulged,  it  seems,  lest  Great  Britam, 
talnng  offence  at  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure, 
shoofi  wage  war  against  the  United  States.  Sir, 
that  nation  (it  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides)  has 
committed  manifold  outrageous  violations  on  the 
rights  of  this  country,  and  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
and  continues  to  pursue  that  wrongful  course.  If, 
iti  vindication  of^  those  rights,  the  United  States 
should  adopt  a  measure  perfectly  lawful,  and  such 
as  appears  to  them  the  most  eligible ;  and  if,  in 


consequence  of  that  measure.  Great  Britain,  to 
complete  her  system  of  iniquity,  should  choose  to 
^o  further  and  make  war  against  this  country,  he 
It  so.  The  United  States  will  have  done  nothinig 
more  than  what  it  was  their  duty  to  do ;  and,  in 
the  instance  of  this  bill,  perhaps  they  will  not 
have  done  as  much.  The  i^ea^ure  is  perfectly 
lawful,  perfectly  just,  and  contains  in  itself  noth- 
ing incompatible  with  j)rinciples  strictly  pacific. 
Should  such  be  the  consequence,  I  do  not  believe 
that  in  the  war  (which  would  be  merely  a  nai^al 
one)  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  that  countsy 
would  |be  so  great  as  seepis  to  have  been  appce- 
nended  by  some  gentlemen.  I  rather  believe  that 
our  commerce  would  not  be  annoyed  in  a  greater 
degree  than  ipight  be  retaliated  on  her  commeree. 
Here,  sir.  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  ;  let  it  not 
be  thougtit  that  I  fe^  a  .wish  for  war.  Far,  very 
far  from  it.  I  deprecate  that  great  evil,  that 
scourge  of  the  human  kind.  I  entertain  a  pecu- 
liar aversion  to  every  species  of  warfare,  as  I 
always  have  entertained  an  aversion  to  it.  But 
I  mean  here  to  make  a  distinction  between  a  dis- 
position to  seek  a/ter,  or  to  provoke  war,  and  that 
disposition,  which,  although  it  wishes  to  avoid 
war,  is  not  afraid  to  meet  it,  should  it  be  wantonly 
and  unjustly  waged  against  our  country.  I  mean 
here  to  declare  it  to  fai  my  opinion,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  ought  not  to  shrink  from  a  lawful  exer- 
cise qf  their  own  rights  of  independence,  through 
fejEur  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  any  natiiQn 
uppn  earth,  lest  that  nation,  iinder  the  inflqenoe 
01  such  displeasure,  should  make  war  against  this 
country ;  aind  I  mean  here  to  express  my  wiah 
arid  my  hope  that  they  will  exiercise  those  rights 
of  independence. 

But,  sir,  do  I  think  that  such  a  measure  (Mr. 
G.'s  resolution)  woqld  induce  Great  Britain  to 
wage  war  against  the  United  States  ?  No^  air,  I 
am  as  far  from  thiniLing  so  as  I  am  from  wishing 
thfit  it  should  be  so;  and  I  can  truly  say.  that  ao 
man  upon  earth  can  be  farther  from  desiring  audi 
a^  event.  This  country  afford^  a  great  maxk^t 
for  a  vast  portiog  of  3ritish  mi^ufactures.  Ex- 
clude tho3e  manufactures  from  this  market,  and 
the  effect  would  be  immediately  felt  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  that  their  Qor- 
ernment  would  feel  much  stronger  inducements 
to  relinquish  their  ag^gressions  than  to  pursue  them 
or  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  Bx- 
clude  those  nuanuTactures  from  this  market,  and 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  their  inanuiac- 
turinff  subjects  would  soon  be  seen  trembling  with 
awful  fipprehensions  of  famine.  Volumes  of  re- 
monstrances, almost  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
winds,  would  be  poured  in  and  laid  at  the  foot  of 
the  Tnrone  ^  the  language  of  such  remonstrances 
would  be  such  as  to  strike  the  souls  of  their  Min- 
istry with  terror  and  dismay.  To  stop  the  pro- 
i^ress  of  discontent,  disaffection,  and  conaeqaent 
insurrection,  I  do  believe  that  they  would  hasten 
to  relinquish  their  pernicious  and  iniquitous  sys- 
tem. Thus  the  commotions  of  their  own  subjects 
^ould  drive  them  from  the  pursuit  of  a  course  of 
aggression^  from  which,  scarcely  aoy  other  event 
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could  direrc  them ;  aod  their  own  fears  would 
produce  that  justice  to  us,  which  miicrht  perhaps 
iQ  vain  be  expected  to  be  brought  about  by  any 
other  means.  Thus  far  we  should  be  secured 
against  war,  from  causes  arising  among  them- 
selves. 

.Among  other  obiections  to  such  a  measure,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  measure  would  aid 
the  ambitious  views  Of  France,  by  throwing  the 
weight  of  the  United  States  in  her  scale.  How, 
sir,  would  this  be  done?  Nobody,  I  believe,  enter- 
tains a  thought  of  entering  into  aii  alliance,  either 
offensive  or  defensive,  with  the  reigning  Emperor 
of  France.  How,  then  would  such  an  event  be 
brouflht  about?  On  a  supposition,  it  seems,  that 
the  United  States  would  certainly  be  engaged  in 
a  war  with  Great  Britain.  Eoually  foreign  is  it, 
I  believe,  from  the  intention  of  any  one  to  make 
war  against  that  nation,  and  thereby  increase  the 
weight  of  Bonaparte  in  the  scale  or  war  against 
his  eretLt  antagonist.  In  what  manner,  then, 
would  this  accumulation  of  weight  in  his  scale  be 
effected,  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  more  easi- 
ly to  crush  his  adversary?  Why,  truly,  in  one 
and  one  only  way  (it  has  been  said)  it  would  be 
effected.  That  very  adversary  would  effect  it; 
that  very  adversary,  it  seems,  would  throw  our 
weight  into  his  scale  against  herself,  by  waging 
war  against  us ;  would  herself  be  the  immediate 
cause  of  facilitating  her  own  downfall.  If,  Mr. 
Chairman,  such  would  be  the  consequence,  are  the 
rulers  of  that  nation  so  stupid  and  blind  that  they 
could  have  no  idea  of  that  consequence?  Ana, 
while  it  is  plainly  foreseen  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, they  could  form  no  conception  of  it  ?  Is 
their  situation  better  known  here  than  it  can  be 
to  themselves  ?  Or  are  they  ready,  thus  violently 
and  ignorantly,  to  precipitate  their  own  fate  by 
taking  a  step  tending  to  produce  to  them  that  ca- 
tastrophe, but  which  tendency  they  cannot  per- 
ceive, while  it  is  clearljr  comprehended  at  this 
place?  Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  a 
phrase,  which  has  been  before  made  use  of— 
Quern  Deu8  vult  perdere  priua  dementat.  Is  it 
ascertained  that  they  have  already  arrived  to  that 
state  of  dementation  ?  Is  it  ascertained  that  they 
are  completely  prepared  for  destruction,  by  hav- 
ing been  previously  rendered  completely  mad? 
But,  so  far  from  being  overwhelmed  and  sunk 
into  a  state  of  mental  derangement,  has  not  their 
wisdom  been  a  theme  of  high  eulogium  ?  I  be- 
lieve it  has.  Without  saying,  however,  how  far 
I  am  willing  to  concur  in  that  eulogium,  I  might 
Mfely  admit,  then,  that  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  would  afford  to  her  ad- 
versary  a  considerable  advantage  in  their  contest; 
and  that  very  circun^jitance  secures  the  United 
States  from  war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  she 
should  be  otherwise  disposed  to  wage  it  ajrainst 
them.  ® 

In  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject,  two 
interests  have  been  taken  into  view— the  agricul- 
tural interest  and  commercial  interest.  I,  sir,  am 
no  stickler  for  commerce,  nor  am  I  an  enemy  to 
It.  My  own  individual  interest  is  agricultural; 
1  derive  my  subsistence  from  the  soil.    But  this 


is  a  commercial  a  great  commercial  coaQiTy,u 
it  is  a  ffreat  agricultural  one.  The  agricultural 
part  of  the  community  does,  indeed,  outnamber 
that  of  the  commercial ;  yet  I  feel  no  dispositioa 
to  shrink  from  a  vindication  of  those  rights  of  the 
nation  which  appertain  to  commerce.  As  a  na- 
tion, it  is  our  duty  to  vindicate  all  its  rights,  and 
the  rights  of  all  its  citizens.  So  lon^  as  com- 
merce is  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  (Jolted 
States,  it  is  their  duty  not  to  abandon  the  lawful 
rights  attached  to  that  commerce ;  nor  to  aban- 
don, without  an  effort,  their  injured,  impressed 
seamen,  to  the  fangs  and  lash  oT  the  tyrants  who 
have  outrageously  seized  upon  them !  The  east- 
ern parts  of  the  Atlantic  States  are  addicted  to 
commercial  habits;  long  have  they  been  inured 
to  them ;  we  cannot  break  them  off  from  those 
habits;  we  cannot  change  the  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  West,  we  pjerceive  the  dawning  of  a 
great  day,  when  the  subjects  of  an  immense  tnde 
will  be  wafted  along  the  stream  of  the  Mississip- 
pi— be  launched  into  the  ocean — and  almost  rie, 
m  magnitude  and  in  value,  with  those  of  the  At- 
lantic States.  Sir,  we  should  legislate  for  this 
great  nation,  as  it  is ;  we  should  assert  the  varioos 
rights  appertaining  to  it  as  an  independent  natioo; 
andj  as  far  as  we  can  foresee,  we  should  provide 
for  Its  future  interests  in  the  different  stages  of  Its 
rising  and  progressive  state. 

I  had  intendid,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  some 
further  remarks  on  arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  in  sunport  of  the  position,  that  war  would 
ensue  from  sucn  a  measure ;  that  the  consequence 
would  be  fatal  to  the  commerce  and  nary  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  a  tendency  to  se- 
cure to  France  a  superiority  on  the  ocean.  Ih^d 
wished,  also,  to  make  a  few  observations  relatire 
to  the  rights  attached  to.  the  vessels  of  a  neutral 
nation  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  notice  some  of  the 
pretexts  resorted  to  (as  it  is  said)  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, by  way  of  justification  for  the  aggressions  on 
our  commerce,  and  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen.  But  my  present  bodily  infirmities  do 
not  admit  my  proceeding  as  far  as  I  wishcd^I 
must,  therefore,  conclude.  As  I  said  before,  sir, 
although  I  do  not  believe  that  this  bill  is  u^^^ 
calculated  for  insuring  attainment  of  the  objects 
sought  for  as  might  have  been,  and,  therefore,  my 
hopes  of  success  are  not  very  sanguine;  yet,  be- 
ing not  entirely  without  hope  that  it  may  an* 
swer  the  purpose,  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

[The  following  has  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Oua^ 
TDK,  as  the  substance  of  what  he  had  intended  to  ad- 
dress to  the  House,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  !«»«"'* 
if  his  health  had  been  such  as  to  have  enabled  hun  to 
proceeds — Editors.] 

The  resolution  which  has  been  discussed,  bar- 
ing been  declared  to  have  a  warlike  tendencv,tw 
terrors  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain  have  been, 
therefore,  set  forth  in  frightful  colors;  and  we 
have  been  warned,  solemnly  warned,  to  becao- 
tious  in  taking  a  step  so  much  affecting  the  inter- 
ests of  a  nation,  the  thunder  of  whose  navy,  even 
in  contemplation,  is  awful  and  tremendous.  Has 
it  not  been  brought  forward,  as  an  alarming  con- 
sideration, that  if  the  fleets  of  that  nation  shotua 
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ODce  be  directed  against  this  country,  not  a  port 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  theother  would  be 
left  open  ?  That  our  coasts  would  be  lined  with 
their  ships,  and  not  a  single  American  vessel  in  port 
would  be  able  to  steal  out,  while  all  on  the  ocean 
would  be  captured  or  destroyed?  The  language 
of  the  opposition  seems  to  have  breathed  senti- 
ments or  this  sort;  and  much  of  the  warning 
which  has  been  given,  appears  to  have  been  di- 
rected entirelv  to  these  points.  They  tell  us  that 
war,  inevitable  war,  would  be  the  result ;  and  that 
to  the  United  States,  the  consequence  would  be 
annihilation  of  their  commerce,  and  speedy  de- 
struction to  their  little  marine.  In  the  warm  and 
solemn  appeals  to  the  vast  naval  force  of  Eng- 
land, which  has  long  secured  to  her  the  dominion 
of  the  seas,  it  has  been  denounced  as  a  species  of 
madness  to  attempt  such  a  measure.  Such  is  the 
picture  which  has  been  drawn  on  one  side  of  the 
canvass.  To  the  correctness  of  a  part  of  the  por- 
trait I  am  ready  to  subscribe.  I  readily  admit 
that  Great  Britain  does  maintain  the  dominion  of 
the  seas.  I  say,  further,  she  is  not  shy  nor  back- 
ward in  manifesting  that  circumstance  to  the 
world.  Proud,  haughtv,  domineering,  she  makes 
the  inferior  Powers  feel  her  weight:  She  gives 
law  to  the  whole  maritime  world,  and  she  tyran- 
nizes greatly  indeed.  Yes,  indeed !  she  plays  the 
tyrant,  and  she  plays  the  tyrant  on  the  commerce 
of  this  country :  and  these  are  the  outrages  which 
we  complain  of. 

Liet  us  now  turn  over  and  look  at  the  other  side 
of  the  canvass.  Let  us  see  what  is  there  |>ortray- 
ed.  We  there  see  it  sketched  out  that  this  same 
little  navy  of  ours,  although  it  is  to  be  destroyed 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  supposed  contest,  will, 
nevertheless;,  enable*  France  to  disconcert  all  the 
mighty  naval  machinery  of  England,  to  harass  it 
on  all  sides,  and  eventally  acquire  the  predomi- 
nance ;  that  the  great  ocean  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive into  its  bosom  the  Qallic  tyrant  in  place  of 
its  old  master,  England;  that  this ffreat  leviathan 
of  the  deep  will  be  obliged  to  yield  up  his  long- 
establisheu  dominion  to  the  shark  of  France ;  and 
that  new  monarch,  issuing  forth  in  the  vigor  of 
yoathful  strength  thus  recently  acouired,  will 
soap  in  twain  everything  he  meets  with,  and  reign 
the  terror  of  the  wnole  watery  element. 

Bat  no  more  of  figures  and  allegorical  allusions, 
which  have  lately  become  very  fashionable.  In 
plain  Bofflish,  the  scene  which  has  been  present- 
ed to  us,  I  take  to  be  this :  The  opposition  com- 
menced on  the  assumed  position  that  the  meas- 
ure was  a  war  measure ;  tnat  a  war,  a  naval  war, 
would  inevitably  follow  its  adoption.  On  this 
ground  all  the  arguments,  mostly  relied  upon 
seem  to  be  predicated;  and  are  precisely  adapted 
to  the  opposition^  if  the  resolution  had  contained 
a  direct  declaration  of  war.  In  this  apprehended 
war  we  are  told  that  Great  Britain,  by  her  im- 
mense navy,  must  maintain  an  incalculable  ad- 
vantage over  this  country ;  that  the  commerce 
and  the  navy  of  tbe  United  States  must,  almost 
immediately,  be  broken  up ;  that  indeed  we  should 
be  **  swept  at  a  blow  from  the  ocean ;"  and  at  the 
•ame  time  we  are  warned  against  uking  such  a 


step  on  the  ground  that,  in  such  a  war,  that  is  to 
say,  a  naval  war,  the  United  Slates  being  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  France,  might  insure  its  prepon- 
derance, and  give  to  France  the  dominion  of  the 
seas.  This  is  to  me  a  paradox  totally  incompre- 
hensible. That  the  United  States  should,  at  the 
very  outset  of  tbe  contest,  be  rendered  totally  in- 
capable of  making  any  head,  a  sinsle  effort  at  sea, 
and  vet  be  the  efficient  means  ofincreasing  the 
naval  power  of  France  (now  comparatively  tri- 
fling) so  far  as  to  overbalance  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, are  positions  which  appear  too  opposite  and 
contradictory  to  be  reconciled.  Whatl  Totally 
incapable  or  doing  anything,  and  yec  capable  of 
performing  the  wonderful  act  of  bringing  about 
the  subjection  of  eight  hundred  ships  to  the  do- 
minion of  a  few  dozen ! 

But  whether  there  be  war  or  no  war  with  the 
United  States,  if  there  be  any  persons  who  are 
anxious  that  the  great  overgrown  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain  should  not  be  reduced,  I  think  it  is 
very  probable  that  they  will  have  their  wish ;  at 
least,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
affairs,  no  ground  is  now  presented  whereon  to 
calculate  wnen  such  an  event  might  be  expected. 
Yet,  if  such  a  war  should  take  place,  I  have  no 
idea  that  the  commerce  or  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  would  be  annihilated,  small  as  that  navy 
is,  and  improbable  as  it  Is  that  the  weight  of  it  in 
the  scale  of  that  war  would  be  such  an  accession 
as  to  enable  France  to  obtain  a  naval  predomi- 
nancy. I  believe  that  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
individual  adventurers  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  would,  as  I  suggested  before,  countervail 
all  opposing  difficulties,  and  maintain  a  heavy 
weight  in  the  commercial  scale.  Other  channels 
would  be  found,  through  which  commercial  pur- 
suits would  be  conducted.  Small  would  be  the 
sacrifice,  if  any ;  but  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  not 
wilfully  made  at  the  shrine  of  vain  ambition,  nor 
proceeaing  from  unlawful  pursuits.  It  would  be 
a  sacrifice  incidentally  resulting,  but  not  right- 
fully, from  a  cause  which,  to  maintain,  is  among 
the  noblest  acts  of  a  nation ;  a  manly  assertion  of 
its  legitimate  rights,  in  a  spirit  untinctured  with 
hostile  views. 

As  to  tbe  naval  armament  of  the  United  States, 
although  it  cannot  be,  and  has  not  been,  pretend- 
ed by  any  of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  it 
could  contend  with  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
yet,  that  it  might  afford  to  our  merchant  vessels 
considerable  protection  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
coasts,  and  the  West  Indies,  there  can  be  scarcely 
a  doubt 

Whoever  he  is,  on  the  other  hand,  who  wishes 
to  see  something  like  a  balance  of  power  on  the 
ocean — an  event  which  might,  very  probably, 
subserve  the  general  interests  of  manlrind  and  or 
the  United  States,  much  belter— I  cannot  perceive 
any  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  will  soon  be  grat- 
ified. If  Bonaparte  ever  destroys  the  naval  power 
of  Great  Britain,  or  weakens  it  so  far  as  to  acquire 
the  superiority,  and  succeed  to  the  dominion  of  the 
seas,  he  must  first  destroy  the  British  nation,  or 
conquer,  or  subject  it  to  his  own  terms.  Does 
it  therefore  follow^  from  these  sentiments,  that 
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r  wish  for  such  an  eyeht.  No,  indeed ;  bf  no 
means.  I  neither  wish  that  the  one  should  be 
destroyed,  nor  that  the  other  should  acquire  the 
superiority  at  sea,  as  he  now  holds  it  on  the  land. 
I  am  as  unWiiling  that  the  Unit^  S^tes,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  lawful  pursuits,  should  be  in- 
united  by  one  tyrant  of  tne  seas,  a^  that  they 
should  be  insulted  by  another  tyrant  of  the  seas. 
No  matter  who  rules  the  oceati,  a  disposition  to 
ptay  the  tvrant  there  Will  be  found.  Whoever 
nolds  dominion  on  that  element,  capricious  ibter- 
ested  pr^ects  will  mark  his  conduct  towards 
othens.  The;  best,  and  most  eligible  course  for 
the  United  States  to  pursue,  When  they  mecft  with 
such  conduct,  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  adopt  such 
lOf^sures  as  afre  calculated  most  to  affect  the  in- 
terest of  the  aggressors.  If  this  be  a  sound  rule, 
it  stton^Y  recommends  the  resolution  which  has 
hteti  discussed,  as  the  measure  proposed  by  it 
Woiild  deeply  and  vitally  affect  the  interest  of 
Gkeat  Britain ;  while,  as  I  have  said  before,  the 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I  really 
think;  would  not  be  such  as  to  affiect  their  inter- 
est in  any  very  considerable  degree. 

If  r  were  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sltry  at  this  time  to  say  anything  as  to  the  aggres- 
sions complained  of,  whether  they  are  unwarrant- 
able, and  contrary  to  what  is  called  the  law  of 
nations.  That  they  are  so,  is  a  point,  1  believe 
almost  uitiversally  insisted  upon  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  But  here,  Iwill  go  a  little  further. 
The  doctrine  which  admits  of  search  for  enemy^s 
:oods,  on  board  the  vessels  of  a  neutral  on  the 
ligh  seas,  and  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  such 
goods  whenever  there  found,  eYer  was,  to  my 
view,  a  doctrine  founded  in  power,  and  not  in 
right — a  doctrine  which  all  the  musty,  volumin- 
ous compilatfons  of  the  civilians,  put  together^ 
c^n  n€fver  reconcile  to  the  principles  of  justice. 
WltMti  whose  jurisdiction  is  the  Vessel  of'^ a  neu- 
tral, when  sailing  on  the  high  seas  ?  Is  it  within 
the  jurisdiction,  not  of  the  nation  to  whom  it  be- 
lon£^,-but,  of  the  belligerent  who  happens  to  meet 
with  it  on  those  seas  1  Are,  or  are  not^  those  seas 
acommon  highway,  freefoHhe  use  of  all  nations 
who  may  choose  to  navigate  them  ?  It  is  univer- 
salty*  admitted  that  they  are,  for  it  W'ould,  indeed, 
be^ utterly  a:bsurd  to  deny  it.  Equally  absurd  w'ould 
it'  be,  to  deny  that  a  vessel  sailing  on'  those  seas 
is'withttt  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  nation 
to  whom  it  belongs,  what  right,  then,  has  a  bel- 
lig^ent,  bebause  he  happens  to  be  in  a  state  of' 
war,  forcibly  to  invade  the  jurisdictional  limits  of 
a  pcsaceable  nation,  with  whom  he  has  no  differ- 
ence? The  state  of  war  in  which  he  is,  what- 
ever rights  it  may  give  him  in  relation  to  his 
enemy,  cannot  enlarge  his  rights  in  respect  to  a 
neutral,  cannot  diminish  the  right  of  that  neutral. 
Upon  no  principle  of  reason  or  justice  can  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  be  affected  by  the  war.  His 
situation  cannot  be  rightfully  altered  by  either  of 
the  belligerent  parties,  and  neither  of  them  can 
have  any  more  rightful  authorit]^  to  enter  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  a  neutral  in  time  of  war 
than  in  a  state  of  profound  peace^  for  he  is  in  a 
state  of  peace,  and  ail  the  rights  of  peace  remain 
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attached  to  him  iii  that  state.  The  belligerent  bat 
as  much  right  to  enter  the  warehouses,  or  oiher 
places  within  the  territories  of  the  neutral,  seize, 
and  make  prize  of  the  goods  of  his  enemy  fooad 
there,  as  he  has  to  enter  the  vessels  of  the  oeutnl 
on  the  high  &eas,  and  to  seize  and  make  prize  of 
the  goods  of  his  enemy  there  found;  becaase, 
the  neutral  nation  has  the  same  exclusive  joriV 
diction  on  board  its  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  as  it 
has  within  its  territories.  That  jurisdiction,  in 
both  places^  should  be  equally  sacred  from  inva- 
sion by  the  belligerent,  and  should  equally  protect 
the  ffoods  within  it.  If  such  was  not  the  esse,  it 
would  be  nonsense  to  talk  about  a  mare  liberm. 
The  idea  o{  z  free  sea  would  be  a  mere  babble. 
The  vast  expanse  of  waters  forming  the  immense 
ocean,  different  parts  of  which  are  designated  by 
different  names,  and  all,  taken  together,  so  loo^ 
and  so  broad  as  to  encompass  two-thirds  of  this 
globe  would  become  a  mere  mare  clausim-^sn 
shut  up  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  nation, 
which  ever  it  might  be,  who  has  the  strongest 
naval  force.  Of  all  the  groundless  doctnnes 
which  ever  were  attempted  to  be  defended,  from 
the  days  of  Adam  to  the  present  time,  this  is  one 
of  those,  which,  I  do  believe,  can  be  supported 
with  the  least  reason. 

But,  groundless  and  inderensible  as  this  doctrine 
is,  it  has  been  recognised  by  the  unfortunate  freiif 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Briwin, 
commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty,  ancj,  ^fcrefoie, 
while  that  treaty  exists,  the  United  Slates  are 
engaged  to  admit  the  practice  founded  on  ihat 
principle.  But  this  does  not  bind  the  United  Stales 
to  yield  to  the  new  principle  assumed  by  Great 
Britain,  on  wliich  ^er  cruisers  captur^  and  her 
courts  condemn,  American  vessels  a&d  cargoes, 
when  those  cargoes  consist  of  the  product  of  her 
enemy's  country,  although  they  have  become 
American  property, and  are  re-shipped  for* mar- 
ket, either  in  the  mother  country  or  in  a  colony  of 
thatenemy.^       ^ 

I  have  noticed  the  principle  which  denies p^ote^ 
tion  to  the  property  of  ah  enemy  on  board  we/w* 
sel  of  a  neutral,  as  a  principle,  which,  I  do  bdw'^ 
nhe  United  States  ought  to  repro^te  and  roirt,  u 
they  had  not  bound  themselves,  by  treaty,  to^" 
it.  Much  more  ought  they  to  reprobate ^odip* 
a  principle'  on  which  a  right  is  claimed  by  ^' 


growth  or  manufacture  of  her  enemy's  couW*" 
Was  brought  into  the  United  States  from  pne|»rH 
bnd  reshipped  for  another  part  of  the  dommiott» 
of  that  ehehiy. 

But  the  aggressioiis  complained  of,  arc  comm"* 
led,  it  seems,  on  the'  ground  of  necessity.  "^ 
said,  that  Great  Britain  pleads  that  necessity  •» 
her  justification— that,  fighting  for  her  «wi^oce, 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  doing  what  ^Jf  r*^ 
of  violating  (we  say  )  our  neutral  rights.  T-r^jT^ 
appears  to  have  been,  in  a  manner,  ^°^^^^w^.* 
not  as  a  full  and  complete  justification,  at  i^" 
as  a  decree  of  palliation,  and  ^^^^^^^^^fl^f^f 
principle  which  has  beenassumeJby  Qte«f*« 
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8in,sboald  not  be  so  strongly  resisted  by  this  coun- 
try. H^re  the  admission  of  the  plea  is  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  admission  of  the  principle  itself. 
The  ground  of  necessity  is  a  ground  so  broad 
and  extensive,  that,  upon  any  occasion  whatever, 
some  foothold  may  be  found  .on  it.  It  is  a  plea 
which  eludes  all  investigation.  It  is  submitted 
to  no  tribunal  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  over- 
ruled, or  not.  It  is  of  that  sin^lar  nature  which 
ennot  be  judged  of  but  by  him  who  makes  it. 
He  only  is  competent  to  know  what  his  situa- 
tion renders  necessary  for  him  to  do.  An  admis- 
sion of  the  plea,  then,  is  an  admission  that  he  has 
a  ri^ht  to  do  whatever  he  chooses  to  do,  since  his 
choice  is  grounded  on  what  he  deems  to  be  neces- 
ssty  for  him  to  do.  It  is  the  plea  of  every  tyrant 
upon  earth.  The  despot  who  wantonly  impales 
thousands  of  his  miserable  subjects,  says — it  must 
be  so;  otherwise,  the  throne  would  totter  under 
me.  I  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  fury  of  an  aggra- 
vated populace,  unless  they  are  constantly  awed 
by  extreme  severity.  A  system  of  tyranny  is  es- 
tablished then,  to  support  that  system ;  and  to  pre- 
serve the'  tyrant,  thousands  must  be  sacrificed, 
because  the  existing  state  of  things  makes  such 
sacrifices  necessary.  If  Caligula's  wish  had  been 
practicable,  and  every  Roman  neck  had  been  ham- 
mered into  one,  that  neck  would  have  been  too 
strong  to  be  b^nt  under  him,  and,  of  course,  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  strike  it  off.  Once 
admit  the  plea  as  a  ground  of  justification,  and 
no  outrage  whatever  will  want  support.  The  plea 
will  never  be  wanting.  It  will  always  be  neces- 
sanr  to  do  sooiethinj^  or  other — right  or  wrong — 
and  the  necessity  of  the  case  warrants  it.  This 
doctrine  leads  to  evils,  the  extent  of  which,  baffles 
all  human  calculation. 

The  plea  of  necessity  is  made  to  justify  the 
impressment,  ad  libitum,  of  aoy  seamen  who 
speak  the  English  language.  It  is  alleged  as  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  complement  of  seamen  for 
their  navy,  aod  they  cannot  distinguish  between 
British  ana  A'^merican  sailors.  Having  extended 
their  naval  armament  so  far  as  to  become  the 
scourge  of  the  maritime  world,  they  must  keep 
it  up,  atid  to  keep  it  up  they  make  such  indis- 
eritfiinate  impressments,  otherwise  some  of  their 
shins  must  be  hauled  into  dock  for  wkm  of  men. 
Tins  is  a  necessity  which  with  thetn  justifies 
ererf  possible  means  made  use  of  to  procure 
ntnvand  on  this  plea  they  seize  American  sea^ 
nieo.  Bbt  is  it  possible  that  this  do<itrine  can 
fiird  ah  advocate,  except  among  themselves  7  Or 
is  it  possible  thtki  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  can 
beptUTated  in  the  smallest  degree  on  the  ground 
of  such  a  pleai  It  cannot  afford  the  slightest 
shade  of  justification".  In  the  prosecution  of  this 
outrage,  they  arrogate  to  themselves  a  right  to 
dispense  with  the  known  established  rules  of  de- 
cision, to  ascertain  the  truth  of  fdcts.  The  im- 
pressing officer  seizes  any  seaman  who  speaks  the 
English  language,  and  of  himself,  merely  upon 
that  ground,  determines  that  he  is  a  British  sub- 
ject. If  he  could  acquire  a  right  to  make  the 
impressment  in  any4:ase,  he  should  produce  proof 
of  the  fact.    The  circumstance  of  the  seaman 


being  found  on  board  an  American  vessel,  is  pTri- 
ma  facie  evidence  that  he  is  an  American  citi- 
zen. The  facility  afforded,  by  similarity  of  lali- 
^uage  and  manners,  to  the  British  sailor  of  enter- 
ing on  board  American  vessels,  and  the  difiScuhy 
of  producing  on  the  spot  evidence  of  his  subjec- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  cannot  be  rightfully  pleaded 
in  justification  of  the  violence.  These  are  cir- 
cumstances existing  independently  of  the  control 
of  either  of  the  nations ;  and  if  some  British  sea- 
men do  avail  themselves  of  them,  the  inconveni- 
ence to  that  nation,  whatever  it  may  be,  restilts' 
from  tho&e^  circunistances.  To  remove  that  in* 
convenience,  there  cannot  exist  any  rightful  ati-' 
thority  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  Am ericatt  cit- 
izens, by  a  wanton,  indiscriminate  impres^skxient' 
of  every  seiiman  speaking  the  English  language, 
whom  the  impressing  officer  shall  choose  to  sei^e. 
Even  on  their  own  principle  of  noo-erpatriation^ 
without  positive  and  unquestionable  proof  that  the 
seaman  impressed  is  a  British  subject,  there  call 
be  no  shadow  of  just  pretext  for  the  violence, 
even  if  committed  within  their  own  jurisdiction- 
al limits,  but  when  committed  on  the  high  sead' 
the  outrage  is  aggravated  by  a  violation  of  thei 
rights  of  the  American  flaff,  an  invasion  of  th'e^ 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  T.Newton,  ir.— ltisseldom,Mr.Speakelr; 
that  I  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I  ani 
content,  in  most  instances,  in  giving  that  vote, 
which  appears  to  my  understanding  to  be  right 
and  proper.  Residing  iu  a  part  of  the  Unite(f 
States  which  is  rapidly  progressing  to  the  first 
commercial  station,  and  representing,  as  I  haY6 
the  honor  to  do,  citizens,  respeirtable  in  their  dif^ 
ferent  vocations  of  farmtrjfj  merchaot*,  and  me- 
chanics, I  consider  it  a  duty  inctimbeni  on  me  to' 
accompany  my  vote  wiib  the  reasons  for  it,  II 
becomes  my  duty,  peculiarly,  so  to  act,  ns  I  have 
heard  opinionHj  to  which  I  cap  not  render  my  as- 
sent, and  which  have  touched  my  s^en^ibility.. 
Oh  a  grekt  and  inieresiing  crisis  iu  our  national 
affairs,  it  becomes  the  representative  of  a  free'' 
people  to  speok  what  he  thinks;  firmnesE^and  in- 
dependence should  cbaracterjKe  all  his  actions. 
The  magnitude,  ^"^iff  of  the  subject  demands  a 
diipSiSsionat«?  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to 
give  it  a  deliberate  aiteotion.  I  differ  on  thi3  suV  . 
ject  from  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  tbe  satia^'^ 
faction  to  agree  on  most  political  pomt^and  wlih' 
Whom  lam  in  habits  of  iniimacy  and  friendihip. 
This  honest  diversity  of  opinioQ  shall  never  les- 
see my  respect  for  I  heir  virtues.  1 1  is  my  desire 
to  discharge  with  fidelity  my  duly  to  my  country. 
and  with  aj^probalion  to  my  consicience.  I  &h^l 
never  pause,  or  remain  inactive,  when  her  pros- 
perity is  to  be  promoted,  or  aggressions  on  her' 
rights  are  to  be  repelled. 

I  will  now.  sir,  offer  my  reasons  for  beinfif  in 
favor  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  I  confess  it  does' 
nojt  altogether  come  up  to  my  wishes.  But  as 
unanimity  is  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the' 
adoption  of  this  measure  than  any  other  at  this 
time,  I  am  willing  to  pare  awav  something  from 
my  opinion  to  obtain  it.  I  look  forward  to  strong- 
er toned  measures,  should  the  present  prove  inef- 
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fioieot.  What  coDcurrence  of  circumstaoces  and 
events  have  constrained  us  to  take  this  measure? 
Let  facts  speak  our  justification.  Let  us  recur 
to  the  history  of  America,  and  inquire  whether 
we  have  received  from  Great  Britain  that  justice 
and  decorous  demeanor  to  which  as  an  independ> 
ent  nation  we  are  entitled.  I  will  omit  insisting 
on  the  refusal  to  deliver  to  us  the  Western  posts, 
in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
1783.  The  expensive  Indian  wars  which  grew 
out  of  that  act  of  violated  faith  I  will  likewise 
omit,  insisting  on  her  repeated  refusals  to  enter 
into  commercial  arrangements  witti  us.  I  will 
also  pass  over  the  Treaty  of  1794 — that  hydra  of 
all  our  calamities — without  a  comment.  It  is  to 
the  events,  since  the  year  1793,  at  which  time 
hostilities  commenced  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  that  I  shall  direct  my  attention.  I  ask 
gentlemen  to  recollect  the  orders  issued  at  differ' 
nnt  periods  of  time  from  her  cabinet,  and  the 
clandestine  manner  of  their  execution.  While 
the  ships  of  our  citizens  were  navigating  the 
ocean,  pursuing  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  neutral  flag,  a  just  and  rightful 
commerce,  they  were  captured  and  condemned. 
The  first  notice  our  merchants  and  navigators 
had  of  the  existence  of  such  orders,  were  from 
the  cruisers  that  captured  their  vessels.  Have 
not  our  citizens  been  subjected  to  the  most  degra- 
ding and  humiliating  insults  and  injuries?  Have 
not  our  coasts  been  constantly  lined  with  cruisers 
of  every  description  ?  Have  we  not  had  spies 
in  our  seaports  to  give  information  of  the  desti- 
nation of  vessels,  and  the  value  of  their  cargoes  ? 
Has  not  our  jurisdiction  been  invaded,  and  acts 
therein  performed,  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  ?  I  refer  to  the  case  of  seamen  im- 
pressed in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  the  in- 
sult not  long  since  offered  to  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  war. 
Have  not  the  laws  of  national  intercourse  been 
wantonly,  and  without  provocation,  trampled 
under  foot,  and  unrestrained  plunder  made  the 
order  of  the  daj?  Has  not  our  flag,  which 
gives  to  us  jurisdiction  over  whatever  portion 
of  the  ocean  it  covers,  and  ought  likewise  to 
give  security  to  our  citizens  and  their  property, 
received  every  indignity  and  outrage?  Has  not 
the  riffhtof  search  and  examination  in  the  most 
shameless  manner  been  abused,  and  our  mer- 
chants subjected  to  immense  losses,  and  their 
Tessels  to  vexatious  detentions?  Are  not  our 
brave  and  generous  seamen  impressed  and  forced 
into  her  service  ?  And  have  not  the  late  decisions 
of  the  Admiralty  Courts  narrowed  and  pared 
away  our  commerce  to  a  skeleton?  Such,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  the  treatment  we  have  received,  and 
are  daily  receiving,  from  Great  Britain ;  we  have 
borne  such  for  years.  Under  these  oppressions, 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  America?  a  con- 
duct of  the  most  pacific  composition.  We  have 
permitted  her  vessels  to  enter  our  ports  on  the 
Mme  footing  with  those  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions— nations  that  had  entered  into  commercial 
stipulations  with  us  on  a  liberal  scale. 
W«  have  preserved  good  faith  in  all  our  trans- 


actions. Ample  justice  has  been  rendered.  The 
property  of  her  subjects  has  been  under  the  safe- 
guard of  the  law,  and  restitution  has  been  made 
when  illegally  seized.  I  speak  of  ve^ls  and 
their  cargoes,  which  were  made  prOzes  within  oar 
jurisdiction  bv  the  French  cruisers,  and  prizes  to 
such  as  had  been  equipped  in  our  ports.  The 
contrast  is  striking;  the  problem  to  be  solved  is 
this:  whether  we  are  to  submit  to  depredations^ 
or  to  assert  our  rights.  The  time,  in  my  opiDion, 
has  arrived,  which  imperiously  demands  their 
vindication.  The  nation  expects  it,  and  we  should 
not  disappoint  the  patriotic  wish.  Let  us,  then,, 
resort,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  to  com-; 
mercial  prohibitions,  and  let  us  persevere  in  the 
course  we  have  taken,  till  ample  satisfaction  is 
rendere\i  for  past  injuries. 

This  measure  is  said,  among  its  other  defornu- 
ties,  to  have  a  squinting  towards  war.  I  cannot 
consider  it  as  having  that  tendency.  I  am  averse 
to  war;  my  constituents  concur  m  opinion  with 
me,  that  no  greater  evil  can  befall  or  scourge  mio- 
kind.  It  is  the  prolific  parent  of  every  vice,  of 
debts  and  taxes ;  it  poisons  in  the  germ  the  vir- 
tues that  are  vitally  essential  to  the  sanity  of  the 
Republic.  Shall  the  assumption  of  a  warlike 
attitude  be  ascribed  to  us,  because  we  assert  the 
rights  of  neutral  navigation,  and  adopt  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  sustam  them  ?  The  ocean  is  a 
common  highway  to  all  nations;  our  citizens  are 
entitled  to  use  it  as  such,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  use  the  common  highways  or  roads  throagh 
our  country.  Robbery  and  piracy  are  eqoallf 
base  and  criminal.  The  ocean  is  propertf  in 
community ;  the  liberum  mare  has  been  acknowl- 
edged and  advocated  by  the  best  informed  ciril- 
ians,  and  all  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
Every  effort  that  shall  be  made  or  exerted  to 
abridge  our  rights  should  be  repelled. 

It  is  immaterial  to  me  who  is  the  aggressor; 
whether  Britain  or  France,  Spain  or^lgi^rs. 
Pusillanimity  invites  aggression.  A  nation  that 
is  prepared  tor  defence  or  offence  is  seldom  mo- 
lested. Let  the  secret  proceedings  of  Congress 
be  published,  whenever  tne  wisdom  of  this  House 
shall  deem  the  act  prudent ;  I  for  one  shall  nerej 
blush  at  the  votes  I  then  gave.  Were  I  permuted 
to  retrace  my  steps,  I  should  not  change  tbecQurse 
I  then  took.  The  peace,  prosperity,  and  secuniy 
of  the  country,  are  objects  of  primary  importance, 
superior  with  me  to  every  other  consideration. 
From  the  course  which  the  debate  has  taken, and 
from  opinions  advanced,  it  appears  that  cwp' 
merce  is  not  deserving  of  holding  a  high  rank  m 
the  public  estimation.  The  merchant— the  Amc^ 
ican  merchant — is  a  citizen,  and  allegiance  ana 
protection  are  reciprocal.  Let  us  recur  to  tne 
history  of  America  for  a  solution  of  the  qu»"^JJ 
Whether  public  attention  has  ever  been  dircctea 
to  the  security  and  prosperity  of  commerce  7  Ive* 
sirictions  and  prohibitions  on  trade  were  gnej' 
ances  loudly  declaimed  against,  anterior  to  tne 
American  war.    They  were  classed  among  tne 

Erincipal  causes  that  led  to  it.    if  we  turn  to  tne 
declaration  of  Independence,  we  shall  ^ndenn- 
merated  among   the  xnisde^  of  that  natiofl* 
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'^The  cuttiiflr  off  our  trade  witJi  all  parts  of  the 
'world.''  "  For  plandering  our  seas  aod  ravaging 
cnir  coasts."  Our  freedom  to  trade  wherever  we 
please  is  asserted  in  that  instruraent,  whieh  an- 
ooooeed  to  the  world  our  iadepeDdence.  Since 
chat  ever  memorable  and  glorious  achievement, 
oar  public  acts  aod  iqstitutious  have  been  framed 
with  a  view  to  the  extension  and  protection  of 
commerce.  If  we  turn  to  our  Constitution  we 
^ail  find  powers  given  to  the  National  Govern- 
tfieort  for  these  purposes.  If  we  will  carry  our 
minds  back  to  the  period  preceding  tbe  formation 
of  tbat  Constitution,  and  its  ratmcation  by  the 
States,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  the  languid 
aad  deranged  state  of  pur  commerce  was  not  tbe 
least  powerful  of  choose  reasons  aad  iaducemeots 
which  produced  a  revdutioa  in  our  National 
Gpvemmeot.  If  we  have  a  reference  to  our 
code  of  taws,  the  attention  and  solicitude  of  Con* 
greas  pre  manifest  liberally  and  beneficially  to 
carry  ioto  effect  the  powers  that  have  any  rela- 
lioD  to  this  subject.  The  protection  given  to  it 
in  tibc  Mediterranean  sea  is  another  evidence  of 
the  sentiment  of  the  nation.  These  facts  speak 
a  language  of  easy  comprehension.  It  is  free 
from  ambi^oity. 

Again,  sir:  If  we  cast  our  eyes  over  this  in- 
teresi'iDg  portion  of  the  globe,  and  survey  its  hap- 
py position  and  natural  advantages;  if  we  con- 
template the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  diversity  of 
elnnates,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  productions; 
if  we  take  into  view  the  large  bays,  which  abound 
everywhere,  and  the  navigable  rivers  that  pene- 
trate thousands  of  miles  into  the  interior,  we  shall 
intoitively  feel  and  confess  the  powerful  excite- 
■nents  and  instigations  to  commerce.  The  benefi- 
cence of  nature  is  wonderfully  displayed,  in  ren- 
dcriog  the  union  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
iadissoluble.  It  is  time,  sir,  I  must  repeat  it,  to 
protect  our  commerce.  I  trust  we  shall  manfully 
arrest  the  hand  of  violence.  In  1776,  the  Amer- 
oan  spirit  sustained  and  defended  our  rights  and 
^berties.  Shall  we  in  1806,  in  the  bloom  of  man- 
hood, snrreoder  our  commerce  without  an  efibrt 
to  proiaet  it  ?  I  trust  we  shall  not.  I  also  trust 
that  we  shall  tell  Great  Britain  in  plain  language, 
that  we  will  not  purchase  certain  fabrics  of  her ; 
that  we  will  not  be  clad  in  her  broadcloths,  nor 
wear  her  hats.  We  demand  of  her  fair  play ; 
pAna  JKMiesty ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  it  will 
sftlisfy  OS. 

l»et  it  not  be  understood,  jMr.  Speaker,  that  I 
mm  ^e  advocate  of  comaaeree  to  the  injury  of 
ft^rtealtnre.  I  profess  myself  to  be  the  warm  and 
ameere  friend  of  the  farmer.  Aflrnculture  never 
iMu^aad  never  will  have  on  this  floor,  a  more  ar- 
dent and  decided  advocate.  The  farmer's  life  has 
always  been  a  theme  of  admiration  with  me. 
There  ia  an  inexpressible  something  in  it  that 
aetases  apon  and  ravishes  my  affections.  In  sup- 
porting the  freedom  and  protection  of  commerce, 
I  manifest  my  zeal  for  the  encouragement  of  ag- 
riealture ;  representing  citizens  of  different  voca- 
tions, it  is  my  duty,  and  1  will  add  my  determi- 
nation, to  sustain  tneir  rights  and  interest  free 
from  the  im potation  of  favoritism.  My  prinei- 
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pies  forbid  me  to  sacrifice  one  portion  of  the  com* 
mnnity  to  the  other.    In  the  contemplation  of 
common  sense  and  common  justice,  in  the  lan<r 
guage  aad  spirit  of  our  State  and  National  Con- 
i^iituiioos,  equal  risrhts  and  privileges  appertain 
to  every  citizen.    The  point  must  be  eooceddl. 
The  alliance  between  agriculture  and  commerce 
is  too  intimate  and  close  to  be  denied — 4he  mti- 
tual  dependence  too  visible  to  escape  notice.    If 
thev  should  ever  be  torn  asunder,  the  avulsion 
will  produce  a  fatal  lethargy.    What  encourage* 
ment  would  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  have  to 
produce  more  from  his  farm  than  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  subsistence  of  his  iamily,  were  it 
not  for  the  certaiaty  that  the  surplus  products 
could   be  disposed  of  to  advantage?    Does  net 
commerce  stimulate  industry  1    Has  it  not  car- 
ried through  our  country  a  spirit  pf  emulation 
never  before  felt?    Are  not  our  farms  in  higher 
cultivation,  and  our  farmers  richer  than  at  any 
former  period  ?    All  these  felicitoos  effects  are 
derived  from  commerce,  subject  as  it  has  been  to 
plunder  and  piracy.    Were  it  protected,  its  ad- 
vantages would  be  more  diffusive.  That  moment 
we  put  comn^ree  without  the  pale  of  our  pro- 
tection, that  moment,  I  repeat  it,  a  fau]  lethargy 
is  produced ;  that  moment  the  hand  falls  para- 
lyzed irom  the  plough.    Give  it  a  liberal  expan- 
sion, and  the  earth  teems  with  luxuriant  harvests. 
Great  objections,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  raised 
against  the  carrying  trade.    I  do  not  entertain 
the  same  opinion  with  other  gentlemen  on  this 
point.    From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  trade, 
my  mind  discriminates  it  from  that  of  Venice, 
Genoa,  and  Holland.    These  were  small  places, 
diminutive  when  compared  with  America.  They 
had  little  groand  to  cultivate ;  their  supplies  were 
drawn  from  other  countries.    They  flourished  in 
commerce,  because  their  Governments  were  some 
shades  more  free  than  those  of  surrounding  na- 
tions ;  property  was  protected  by  the  laws.  Hence^ 
moneyed  men  of  countries  where  commerce  was 
in  disrepute,  re^rted  to  employ  their  capital. 
The  merchants  of  those  places  became  the  carri- 
ers of  other  nations,  and  enjoying  what  may  be. 
aptly  denominated  the  freight  trade,  and  oth«r 
advantages  from  their  capit^  became  celebrated 
for  their  wealth  and  power. 

There  is  no  similitude  in  onr  aituatiions.  The 
basis  of  our  carrying  trade  is  agriculture-*--the 
productions  of  the  sml.  In  the  same  proportiojt 
that  our  trade  is  extended,  and  new  markets  dis- 
covered for  our  produce,  will  the  farmer  be  en- 
couraged %Qd  rewarded  ?  Our  products  are  car- 
ried everywhere,  and  are  in  demand.  The  arti- 
cles are  bulky,  and  require  for  their  transportation 
much  shipping.  Oiur  trade  to  the  West  Indies  is 
considerable.  Their  dependence  for  subsistence 
and  supplies  of  every  description  is  on  us. 

We  do  not  get  monev  in  those  markets  for  our 
produce,  as  a  memorial  from  Connecticut  some 
time  ago,  solicliing  the  time  for  paying  duties  on 
^irit,  4cc.,  4&c.,  to  be  enlarged,  justly  and  cor- 
rectly states ;  but  the  produce  of  the  islands  iii  ex- 
change. The  colonial  productions  thus  acquired, 
are  beyond  the  supply  oi  oar  wants^  cor  Qoyern^ 
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meot  aware  of  this  fact,  long  prior  to  the  existing 
order  of  things,  from  the  naiure  of  oar  com* 
merce,  enacted  laws,  authorizing  the  re-exporta- 
tion of  the  surplus  colonial  products.  Did  not  the 
merchants  enjoy  this  privilege,  a  limitation  in 
the  exports  of  our  produce  would  inevitably  en- 
sue. The  farmer  would  of  course  be  limited  in 
his  sales  as  to  quantity,  and  sensibly  experience 
a  diminution  in  the  price  of  his  flour,  and  of  other 
articles  the  produce  of  his  farm.  The  merchant 
must  have  a  profit  to  support  his  trade  and  credit. 
The  laws  of  our  Government  on  the  allowance  of 
drawbacks,  were,  as  they  appear  to  me,  evidently 
framed  more  with  a  view  to  encourage  apiculture 
than  to  accommodate  the  merchant.  The  same 
reasoning  applies  with  equal  propriety  and  force  to 
the  commercial  relations  we  have  with  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  As  the  re-exportation  of  colonial 
produce  and  European  fabrics,  has,  and  still  pro- 
duces on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  embarrass- 
ments to  our  commerce  ;  it  becomes  mv  dutv  to 
inspect  her  pretensions  on  this  head,  with  deliber- 
ation and  dispassionate  research.  I  rejoice  that  I 
am  enabled  to  take  high  ground.  I  assert  it  then 
as  a  doctrine  that  has  been  established  and  pub- 
lished to  (he  world  by  Great  Britain  herself,  that 
the  European  manufactures  and  colonial  produc- 
tions of  belligerent  nations,  when  brought  into  a 
neutral  country,  become  neutralized,  and  form  a 
pjirt  of  the  stock  and  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, and  that  a  neutral  nation  thus  posssessed  of 
such  property,  has  an  undeniable  and  legal  right 
to  export  it  to  any  other  nation,  belligerent  or 
Deutral,  free  from  the  clogs  of  any  limitation  or 
condition.  In  the  examination  of  this  subject,  I 
ahall  refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  tribunals  of  Great 
Briuin.  I  will  not  tire  the  patience  of  the  House 
in  quotations  from  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
-Great  Britain  concedes  every  point  necessary  to 
ausuin  my  position.  The  Admiraltv  Courts  have 
decided,  that  merchandise  imported  in  our  ves- 
aels.  and  which  has  been  landed,  and  the  duties 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid,  is  io  be  taken  as  so 
much  of  the  floating  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
jtion.  If  gentlemen  have  the  curiosity  to  turn  to 
books  for  information,  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
them  to  the  case  of  the  Polly,  Liiskey,  master,  2  vol. 
•  Robinson's  Reports,  page  268.  A  bona  fide  im- 
portation is  held  by  the  judge  to  be  satisfied,  by 
the  landing^  the  goods  and  paying  the  duties. 
This  is  the  import  of  that  decision.  The  doctrine 
is  again  laid  down  in  still  more  explicit  terms 
by  the  British  Gk)vernment  itself,  in  a  corres- 
pondence between  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  Mr. 
Kin^,  stated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
British  Government,  September  23, 1805.  The 
part  of  that  letter  to  which  I  refer,  is  as  follows: 

''The  case  was  precisely  similir  to  those  which 
have  been  Ittelj  before  tho  court.  Mr.  King  com- 
plained in  a  letter  of  March  18,  1801,  that  the  cargo  of 
an  American  vessel,  going  from  the  United  States  to  a 
Spanish  colony,  had  been  condemned  by  the  Vice  Ad- 
miralty Court  of  Nassau,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  of 
the  g^wth  of  Spain,  which  decision,  he  contended,  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  requesting  suitable 
iastnicCioas  might  be  despatehed  to  the  proper  officers 


in  the  West  Indies,  to  prevent  like  abases  in  hiuire. 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  in  reply,  of  AprQ  11,  communtcsted 
the  report  of  the  King's  Advocate  General,  in  whidi 
it  is  expressly  stated,  that  the  produce  of  an  enemy 
may  be  imported  by  a  neutral,  into  his  own  oountiy, 
and  re-exported  thence  to  the  mother  conntiy ;  tad  ia 
like  manner,  in  that  drcuitons  mode,  that  the  produce 
and  manufkctures  of  the  mother  country  might  find 
their  way  to  its  colonies ;  that  the  landing  of  the  guodc, 
and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  countiy,  broke 
the  continuity  of  the  voyage,  and  iegalized  the  tnde, 
although  the  goods  were  re-shipped  in  the  same  vet- 
sel,  on  account  of  the  same  neutral  proprieton,  tnd 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  country  of  the  oalony* 
It  merits  attention  in  this  report,  (so  clearly  and  pof- 
itively  is  the  doctrine  laid  down,  that  the  landing  the 
g^oods,  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  coootiy. 
broke  the  continuity  of  the  voyage)  that  it  if  lUted 
as  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  mere  touching  in  the 
neutral  country  to  obtain  fresh  clearances  will  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  a  direct  trade,  that  no  pootive 
inhibition  is  insisted  on  any  but  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  colonies.  This  doctrine^ 
in  the  light  therein  stated,  ia  also  to  be  ibond  in  the 
Treaty  of  the  17th  of  June,  1801,  between  Gieat  Bnt- 
ain  and  Russia."- 

I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  succeeded  in  proT- 
in^  the  legality  of  the  trade  contended  for.  Great 
Britain  has  unequivocally  pronounced  oar  right 
to  enjoy  iti  To  surrender  it  is  forbidden  by  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  carrying  tnde 
is  a  fungus  of  war — that  it  is  not  worth  coDtendiDg 
for — that  it  consists  in  the  carriage  of  enemier 
propertv.  In  taking  a  further  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, it  becomes  necessary  and  important  to  asee^ 
tain  a  previous  question ;  whettier  our  capitsJf 
composed  of  the  productions  of  agriculture  sod 
specie,  is  sufficient  to  neutralize  this  trade.  Of 
tne  ezchaoffe  of  our  productions  for  those  of  the 
colonies  and  of  the  carrying  trade,  in  its  true  sense, 
I  have  spoken.  If  I  can  now  show  that  the  cop 
rent  floating  wealth  of  the  nation,  consbtiog  of 
specie  and  Muk  paper,  is  to  a  considerable  amoonti 
and  is  equal  to  the  support  of  our  trade,  satisnc- 
tory  evidence  w411  be  obtained  that  our  flair  does 
not,  to  the  extent  spoken  of,  cover  enemies'  pro- 
perty. That  our  flag  is  dishonored  in  some  in- 
stances, is  true.  It  is  the  fate  of  all  countries  to 
experience  deviations  of  this  kind,  and  none  more 
80  than  Great  Britain.  But  that  all  our  mercbantt 
are  employed  in  this  covering  trade— its  proper 
name — is  without  proof. .  I  trust  that  there  trt 
few  indeed,  who  can  be  found  capable  of  P****"? 
through  all  the  preparatory  steps  that  wooldqow- 
ify  them  for  it.  The  more  I  reflect  on  this  sod- 
ject,  the  more  I  am  persuaded,  that  our  commcree 
rests  on  the  basis  of  American  capital.  The  cap- 
ital of  our  merchanU  has  been  accumulating  sin^ 
the  peace  of  1783.  The  times  have  been  pro- 
pitious. Subject  as  our  trade  has  been  to  intcrrng 
tion  and  piracy,  our  merchants  have  'oc"^^^ 
their  capitals.  Ever  since  the  year  1789.  our ^j 
cultural  productions  and  other  articles  ^^^^^^l 
tion  have  commanded  higher  prices  than  "^  *  ^ 
preceding  period.  The  emigration  **'  ™*,J  -- 
wealth  from  Europe  and  eisewberei  wbo  oi' 
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fled  from  the  horrors  of  war  to  this  peaceful  asy- 
lum, has  added  to  it.  The  capital  of  our  banks, 
amountJDg  to  more  than  forty  millioDs  of  dollars; 
the  annual  income  arising  from  freights,  which 
a  gentleman  from  PeDnsylyania,  (Mr.  J.  Clat.) 
prored  to  be  eight  millions  of  dollars:  if  we 
add  the  value  of  near  seven  hundred  thousand 
tons  of  shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  esti- 
matins  each  ton  at  thirty  dollars — and  also  the 
capital  necessary  to  keep  this  quantum  of  tonnage 
employed,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  our  cap- 
ital is  sufficient  to  support  our  commerce,  witn- 
out  foreign  aid ;  that  our  merchants  are  not  the 
mere  go-betweens  of  the  belligerent  nations — the 
puppets  put  into  motion  by  the  juggling  capital- 
ists of  Europe.  It  would  puzzle  any  man  to  say 
what  is  the  commercial  capital  of  either  Holland 
or  France,  or  Spain ;  the  two  former  have  in  their 
commerce  suffered  immensely  by  wars,  but  more 
firom  the  shocks  of  frequent  revolutions.  France 
anil  Holland  have  long  ago  been  announced  to 
the  world  by  Great  Britain,  as  bankrupts  in  com- 
merce. S|min,  it  is  known,  never  ranked  hi&;h  as 
m  commercial  nation.  It  therefore  cannot  be  fairly 
said  that  we  are  trading  pn  their  capitals. 

Gentlemen  have  slided  into  another  mistake,  by 
limiting  their  views  of  this  subject.  They  state, 
chat  wnat  they  call  the  carrying  trade  yields  to  the 
Government,  in  duties,  but  eii;ht  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  b  true.  This  is  the  amount 
of  duties  not  paid  by  consumers,  and  arises  from 
the  three  and  a  half  per  centum  paid  on  goods  re- 
exported— but  gentlemen  do  not  take  into  their  cal- 
culations the  immense  value  of  the  merchandise 
re-exported,  amounting  for  the  last  year,  ending 
OD  the  30th  of  September,  1805.  to  fifty-three 
millions  of  dollars — and  the  pronts  accruing  to 
the  merchants  on  the  same  in  foreign  markets. 
This  part  of  the  subject  has  not  received  that  at- 
tention and  fair  discussion  it  merits.  Facts  are 
powerful,  and,  when  calmly  and  dispassionatelj 
weighed,  will  establish  the  importance  of  this 
trade.  To  it  \ye  are  indebted  for  the  ability,  to  a 
great  degree,  of  paying  to  Great  Britain  more 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars — being  the  amount 
of  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor,  against  the 
United  Sutes. 

Circumstances  and  events,  Mr.  Speaker,  not 
moral  principles^  influence  the  policy  and  dictate 
the  measures  of  the  Court  of  London.  In  1793, 
when  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe  were 
confederated  against  France,  when  victory  and 
conquest  were  deemed  certain,  and  France  was  to 
he  cut  up  and  partitioned,  according  to  a  >ecret  un- 
derstanding, adjusted  in  the  treaties  of  Pavia  and 
Pilnitz — G^eat  Britain  issued  her  orders  for  the 
destruction  of  our  trade.  The  effects  are  known 
and  felt.  But  no  sooner  did  the  coalition  dissolve 
away  before  a  brilliant  succession  of  victories, 
(ban  a  relaxation  in  her  orders  and  practice  took 
place — a  relaxation  produced,  not  from  qualms  of 
eoDscience;  not  from  a  reviving  sense  of  justice, 
but  by  her  impotency;  by  her  want  of  power  to 
inflict  the  injuries  meditated.  A  new  coalition 
and  naval  victories  have  again  brought  our  trade 
to  the  brink  uf  destruction.    The  oscillations  of 


the  Cabinet  have  been  communicated  to  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty.  On  cases  similar  in  all  their 
circumstances,  he  has  had  the  hardihood  to  pro- 
nounce dissimilar  and  conflicting  judgments. 
In  the  West  Indies,  some  of  her  judges  have 
stained  and  polluted  the  ermine  of  justice  by  open 
and  unblushing  bribery.  The  late  disastrous  ' 
events  on  the  cofltinent  will  again  infuse  into  her 
councils  an  artificial  display  of  prudence  and 
moderation.  The  Punic  laitn  of  the  Cabinet — I 
speak  not  of  the  people — is  without  a  parallel; 
nothing  short  of  resistance,  proportioned  to  the 
violence  exercised,  can  confine  the  Cabinet  to 
proper  limits.  To  preserve  our  rights  and  to  pro- 
tect our  citizens  are  duties  we  have  pledged  our- 
selves to  perform,  k  has  become  important  to 
the  nation  to  know  what  security  in  tuiure  it  ia 
to  look  for,  in  its  intercourse  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations.  Our  patience  is  exhausted.  We 
cannot  any  longer  suomit  to  the  capricious  whims 
of  any  belligerent  Power. 

The  principles  of  justice  are  immutable — they 
are  the  same  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places — they 
are  not  liable  to  be  modified  by  the  fluctuation  of 
events.  The  law  of  nations  has  accurately  ascer- 
tained the  rights  which  respectively  appertain  to 
neutral  and  belligerent  nations — to  the  control 
of  that  law  we  are  willing  to  submit,  and  to  no 
other.  The  knowledge  I  nave  gleaned  from  aa- 
thorsj  on  the  subjects  of  war  and  peace,  clearly 
convinces  me,  that  a  declaration  of  war  between 
two  nations  cannot  deprive  a  third  and  pacific 
nation  of  the  advantages  of  an  honest  neutrality. 
The  prohibition  to  carry  implements  of  war, 
dc«.,  d&c,  commonly  called  contraband  articles 
or  goods — to  cover  enemies'  property — and  the  ex- 
clusion from  ports  actually,  not  constructively 
blockaded,  are  the  restrictions  on  neutral  com- 
merce. The  British  GJovernment  is  not  disposed 
to  stop  at  the  barrier  assigned  and  marked  out  by 
this  law.  But  non-resistance  to  insults,  aggravated 
by  wanton  insolence,  impresses  that  Government 
with  a  belief,  that  it  possesses  a  prescriptive  right 
to  oppress  us  ad  libitum — at  will.  The  old  colo- 
nial system  is  reviving  fieist.  Great  Britain,  sir,  is 
contending  for  the  sole  right  of  altering  and  ab- 
rogating, adding  to,  and  modifying,  accord inff  to 
the  dictates  of  her  monopolizing  views,  the  Taw 
of  nations.  All  trade  with  her  enemies  is  now 
prohibited,  unless  it  was  allowed  by  th>  m  during 
peace.  Accede  to  this  doctrine,  and  we  shall 
next  be  inhibited  to  trade  with  any  nation  but 
herself.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  expressions  of 
execration  at  her  shameless  abandonment  of  prin- 
ciple. She  interdicts  trade  with  her  enemies,  on 
the  ground  that  it  furnishes  thein  with  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war;  the  purchase  of  luxuries 
from  us  is  considered  as  enriching  her  enemies* 
She  lays  down  a  rule  to  regulate  our  conduct,  and 
absolves  herself  from  the  observance  of  it ;  she  de- 
nies to  us  the  right  of  trading  with  her  enemies, 
and  yet  it  is  notorious  that  she  trades  with  them 
herself.  The  British  merchants  have  never  ceased, 
notwithstanding  the  war  with  France  and  Spain, 
to  trade  with  their  colonies.  This  is  a  fact,  i 
appeal  to  the  documents  on  the, table  to  prove  iu 
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Great  BritaiD  likewise  contends,  that  neutral 
nations^  subject  as  they  are  to  a  multitude  of  in- 
conveniences and  privations,  from  the  conflicts 
of  beUigerent  Powers,  are  not  to  be  compensated 
with  aavantages  which  chance,  the  mutations  of 
trade,  or  the  state  of  hostilities  may  throw  into 
their  possession.  In  other  words — that  war  de- 
prives neutral  nations  of  many  benefits,  but  cannot 
confer  them.  Again,  sir — she  denies  that  any  ad- 
vantage or  accommodation  can  flow  to  neutrals 
from  the  relaxation  of  the  navigation  acts  of  a  bel- 
ligerent— and  yet  she  has  the  effrontery  and  bold- 
ness, in  the  teeth  of  such  a  declaration,  to  relax 
her  navigation  laws — deriving  from  such  a  meas- 
ure incalculable  advantages.  Her  manufactories 
are  supplied  with  raw  materials,  particularly  from 
her  enemies,  by  the  intervAition  of  neutral  bot- 
toms; a  practice  in  direct  opposition  to  her  navi- 
gation acts  during  peace — by  it  the  navy  is  man- 
ned, and  trade  supported.  I  will  not  proceed 
furtner  on  this  head  to  tire  the  patience  of  the 
House.  The  letter  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr. 
King  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  new  doctrines. 
Commerce,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  experienced  many 
revolutions;  peace  and  war  alike  produce  them. 
Governments,  laws,  manners,  and  customs,  have 
a  tendency  to  control  its  operations.  It  would 
be  a  task  of  infinite  difficulty  to  enumerate  all  the 
causes,  which  elevate  and  depress  it.  Tempora 
mutantur^  et  nos  mutamur  in  tllis,  is  as  applicable 
to  commerce  as  it  is  to  man.  Nation;:,  once  re- 
nowned for  wealth  and  comnferc*»,  are  now  poor 
and  without  commerce.  Tyre,  once  celebrated 
for  her  commerce,  opulence,  and  power,  is  now 
nothing  but  a  heap  of  venerable  ruins.  Of  ancient 
Carthage,  the  rival  of  Rome,  scarcely  a  vestige 
remaii.s.  Alexandria  has  seen  all  her  proud  ex- 
pectations transferred  to  happier  regions;  and  Ve- 
nice, Genoa,  and  Holland,  retain  but  the  remem- 
brance of  their  pristine  splendor  and  glory.  Com- 
merce must  be  free ;  it  disdains  control.  Like  the 
sensitive  plant,  it  shrinks  from  the  touch. 

This  dl^cussion,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  filled  me  with 
astonishment.  The  times  are  changed ;  we  hear  no 
Inore  strictures  on  the  importance  and  advantages 
resulting  from  commerce,  and  the  necessityof  af- 
fording it  protection,  from  its  old  friends — a  death- 
like silence  has  sealed  their  lips — the  articulation 
of  monosyllables  is  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
power.    ^  Ctuantoro  mutatus  ab  illo  Hectore  !*' 

From  the  year  1795  to  the  4th  of  March  1801, 
the  inevitable  prostration  of  commerce  was  rung 
throughout  America  in  all  the  chimesand  changes 
of  eloquence— the  people  were  forewarned  in  sol- 
emn admonitions  of  it,  if  the  direction  of  our  af- 
fairs were  entrusted  to  the  Republicans. 

Behold,  in  1806,  a  silent  but  steady  opposition  to 
every  measure  calculated  to  violate  our  commer- 
cial rights!  Yes.  sir,  the  former  champions  of 
commerce  have  hung  up  their  coats  of  mail — the 
helmet  and  the  buckler,  the  sword  and  scabbard,  are 
thrown  aside — the  prophetical  finjjer  no  lon<^er 
points  to  war.  The  energy  of  1795  and  1800  is 
extinct-^*!  has  fled  "  to  the  family  vault  of  the 
CapuIets''--Vrom  my  heart  I  wish  it  an  uninter- 
tupted  repo«e. 


This  bill  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  t 
mere  milk-and-water  composition — as  a  lenitive 
too  mild  for  the  prognostics  of  the  case.  1  aia 
willing  to  try  its  efficacy — simple  prescriptions  are 
generally  the  best  restoratives  to  health.  We  are 
told,  sir,  that  France  is  dominant,  and  that  Great 
Britain  is  fighting  pro  aris  etfocis — for  heraltan 
and  her  freehold ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  permit  Grtat  Britain  to  rob  and  plunder 
us  at  will.  France  is  indebted  for  her  power  to 
the  folly  and  short-sighted  policy  of  Great Britaiiw 
It  is  not  my  wish  that  Britain  should  become  a 
province  to  France,  or  that  France,  were  the  thiag 
possible,  should  be  dependent  on  Britain. 

My  fervent  wish,  politically  speaking,  is,  that 
they  should  remain  independent  of  eacn  other; 
and  that  they  should,  in  estimating^  the  real  ink- 
portance  of  things,  and  the  uncertainty  of  events, 
discern  that  there  is  more  real  good  ana  true  glory 
in  the  practical  display  of  moral  virtues,  than  all 
the  victories  that  can  oe  achieved  by  art  and  phy- 
sical power. 

I  am  favorable  to  the  bill  Dowon  its  passage,for 
other  reasons,  which  have  great  weight  wiio  me. 
It  will,  if  carried  into  operation,  alienate  our  at- 
tachments from  British  fabrics.  We  shall  acquire 
a  taste  for  those  of  other  countries — in  which  we 
can  be  supplied  with  articles  necessary  for  our 
consumption,  equal  if  not  superior  in  quality  to 
those  from  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  The 
insolence  of  Great  Britain  has  gathered  strength 
from  our  prejudices  in  favor  of  her  manufactures. 
Show  her  that  it  is  our  determination  to  open 
other  markets  for  supplies,  and  she  will  find  it  to 
her  profit  to  render  us  equivalent  advantages  for 
the  continuation  of  our  custom.  She  will  not  haz- 
ard a  rupture  with  us  when  the  loss  to  her  is  cer- 
tain and  vital.  By  having,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  mul- 
titude of  markets  to  resort  to,  with  our  prodactions, 
neither  revolutions  in  the  governments  of  nations 
nor  the  capriciousness  of  events,  will  have  the  pow- 
er to  produce  commercial  derangements— and, 
what  is  a  consideration  of  the  first  magnitude,  our 
revenue,  derived  as  it  is  from  ccAnmerc^  wouU 
be  in  no  danger  of  such  a  diminution,  as  to  compel 
us  to  resort  to  direct  taxes — taxes  on  our  itn^S) 
houses,  and  other  property,  for  the  support  of  the 
National  Government.  It  would  abo  have  the 
tendency,  at  all  times,  of  furnishing  markets  for 
our  poduce — thereby  keeping  its  price  up  to  the 
maximum  point — an  object  of  importance  to  the 
cultivator  of  the  soil. 

The  ability  of  Great  Britain  to  injure  08,hw 
been  insisted  on — but  the  power  of  America  to  in- 
flict a  deep  and  festering  wound  on  Britain,  has 
not  been  noticed.  No  country  so  dependent  as 
Great  Britain  on  other  climes,  more  favored  by 
nature  for  raw  materials  essential  to  the  support 
of  her  manufactures,  and  for  the  consumption  oi 
her  fabrics,  ought  to  assume  a  dictatorial  tone  to 
other  nations.  It  will  prove  fatal  to  her.  Trium- 
phant as  her  fleets  have  been,  their  victories  can- 
not render  her  potent  enough  to  bind  in  chains  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Great  Britain,  in  the  intox- 
ication of  naval  triumphs,  should  not  forget,  iMt 
her  boasted  navy,  without  foreign  suppliw*^^^^ 
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be  bat  an  insignificaat  defiance.  I  should  not  err, 
were  I  to  sav,  that  it  would  be  no  defence.  Its 
dependence  is  likewise  on  commerce  for  support, 
which  cannot  be  carried  on  with  nations  without 
their  tesent.  Her  tyranny  and  depredations  on 
th»  ocean  roust  and  will  have  the  consequence  of 
directing  the  attention  of  nations  to  encoun^  the 
matttifacture  of  their  raw  materials.  The  security 
aod  happiness  which  will  be  derived  to  them  from 
tb«  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  wilt  stimulate  them 
CD  persevere  in  it.  If  the  United  States  should  be 
driFen  to  a  non-intercoorse  with  Great  Britain, 
aad  her  impolitic  conduct  is  forcing  them  to  it 
abe  will  he  prohed  to  the  quick. 

As  her  manufacturers  cannot  be  supported  and 
aobsisted  without  foreign  trad^  they  would  be 
thrown  as  pau[>er8  on  the  community — without 
the  means  of  shtisfying  the  common  and  necessary 
wrants-— desperation  would  produce  acts  of  vio- 
lence, and  the  nation  tracina:  abuses  to  their  cause, 
wrould,  by  the  force  of  revolution,  obtain  #iat  re- 
fiM^m,  whith  it  has  so  long  sought  in  vain  from 
Parliamenu  Far  otherwise  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  They 
are  happy  under  governments  of  their  own 
choice — the  only  governments  in  the  world  whose 
^  dired  end  is  the  JHippiness  of  the  citizens.  They 
'  may  be  forced  to.  suffer  privations,  but  they'  can 
encounter  them  with  fortitude  and  equanimity. 
Tttev  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  deprived  of 
wcatih  by  the  sale  of  their  productions — but  they 
ftel  with  gratitude  the  benignity  of  Heaven,  in 
making  them  proprietors  of  a  country  that  abounds 
itt  the  necessaries,  and,  I  might  add,  in  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Revolutionary  war  of  America  should 
bring  to  the  recollection  of  Great  Britain  the  pow- 
er and  resoorces  of  a  generous  and  a  brave  people. 
The  geatleman  from  Georgia  ^Mr.  Earlt)  ob- 
served^ when  he  opposed  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tlemao  from  Pennsylvania,  ( Mr. Grego,)  that  were 
Qreat  Britain  to  declare  war  against  the  United 
SttiteS)  she  would  iocur  no  additional  expenset^. 
The  ealeulattons  of  that  gentleman,  how  accurate 
aoeves  they  may  be  on  other  subiects,  fall  short 
of  that  character  on  this.  Does  he  recollect  the 
proximity  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  British  navy  cannot  pro- 
tect tbem  ?  Does  he  liear  in  mem«  »ry  the  treasure 
of  btood  and  money,  lavished  and  expended  by 
Oreat  Britain,  in  wars  to  acquire  those  regions, 
jmrticQtarly  the  cost  at  which  Ctuebec  was  obtain- 
ed in  1763?  Will  the  gentleman  also  advert  to 
thewolicitudeand  exertion  of  that  Power  during  the 
American  war,  to  retain  them  ?  Those  colonies 
are  important  to  her — Canada  puts  her  in  posses- 
aion  of  the  fur  trade,  and  affords  a  passage  to  her 
iBaouftctures  through  the  lakes  into  our  Western 
country. 

Nova  Scotia  is  advantageous  on  account  of 
the  harbour  which  Halifax  affords  to  her  fleets 
oo  the  American  coast,  and  of  the  fisheries.  With 
cot  Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland,  the  fisheries 
woald  be  destroyed,  and  with  them  one  of  her  best 
Dnraeries  for  seamen.  The  dependence  of  those 
colonies  is  in  a  great  measure  on  ns  for  supplies ; 


our  exports  to  them  amount,  according  to  the  doc- 
uments on  the  table,  to  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. One  article  of  exportation  to  them  is  four 
hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour.  I  am  satisfied, 
sir,  that  the  defence  of  those  colonies  would  in- 
crease considerably  the  public  burden  of  Greitt 
Britain.  I  am  also  persuaded  that  a  formidable 
force  would  be  required  to  protect  them,  were 
Great  Britain  mad  enough  to  hazard  a  war  with 
us.  It  is  as  much  her  interest  as  it  is  ours,  to  let 
the  sword  rest  in  its  scabbard.  Forlorn  and  dis- 
tressing would  be  the  condition  to  which  her  West 
India  islands  would  be  reduced,  were  we  to  with- 
hold our  supplies — they  would  not  be  worth  re- 
taining. Our  provisions  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  our  lum- 
ber equally  necessarv  to  enable  them  to  carry  their 
productions  to  market.  If  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  should  drive  us  to  a  non-mtercourse  with 
her,  and  her  dependencies,  the  mischiefs  to  both 
will  be  incalculablew  Her  colonists  will  be  shaken 
in  their  allegiance^  hj  discerning  in  the  meastires 
of  the  Cabinet  aeriminal  disregard  totheir  interest. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  tired  your 
patience,  and  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  foel  myself  exhausted — yet  much 
more  could  be  said  on  so  copious  a  subject.  I  bare 
endeaTored  to  show  the  connexion  and  mutual 
dependence  of  agriculture  and  commerce  on  each 
other,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  our  common  coun- 
try, which  I  wish  may  be  perpetual,  b  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  preservation  of  that  connexion, 
and  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  I  render  mv 
thanks  for  the  polite  attention  I  have  experienced. 
I  now^  Mr.  Speaker,  take  my  seat,  unaer  a  con- 
viction of  mind,  that  the  interest  of  my  country 
calls  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that 
bill  embraces ;  and  that  the  first  and  most  hono- 
rable duty  a  citizen  can  perform,  is  to  assert  and 
defend therightsandlibertiesof hiscountry.  Such 
is  my  determination. 

Mr.  Lton  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  though  he  believed  with  the  gentle- 
man frnm  Virginia,  that  it  waa  too  mu<»  of  a 
milk  and-water  measure.  He  was  not.  however, 
for  throwing  it  under  the  table,  but  for  having 
it  amended.  He  would  wish  it  to  take  ejRsct  on 
the  1st  of  July^  instead  of  the  15th  of  November, 
and  to  authorize  the  President  to  dispense  with 
any  or  all  of  its  provisions,  in  case  of  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  ot  our  differences  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. For  the  purpose  of  so  modifying  the  bill,  he 
moved  a  recommitment  of  It  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BiowBLL  said  he  was  sorry  this  motion 
was  made,  especially  at  this  stage  of  the  business. 
He  did  not  tnink  the  reasoning  on  which  it  was 
founded  correct.  The  principal  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  give  the  bill  an  earlier  effect.  It 
was  very  improper,  he  thought,  that  such  a  mea- 
sure should  go  into  immediate  or  sudden  opera- 
tion. To  turn  the  current  of  trade  at  once  would 
operate  unjustly,  and  in  a  manner  hardly  consist- 
ent with  good  faith  to  the  merchants,*  who  must 
have  maue  their  calculations  and  given  their 
orders  on  the  existing  state  of  things.    Thf  time 
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when  such  g  measure  takes  place  ought  to  be  so 
distant  as  to  give  a  reasonable  notice. 

There  appeals  to  have  arisen,  said  Mr.  B.,  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  precise  point  of 
time  when  this  bill  might  take  effect.  I  think,  all 
circumstances  considered,  the  time  fixed  a  reason- 
able time.  It  may  be  said  that  from  its  remote- 
ness an  unfavorable  inferei  ce  may  be  deduced  of 
our  intention  to  carry  it  into  effect.  I  think  not 
I  think,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  carry  on  the  face 
of  it  a  disposition  to  make  it  part  of  a  permanent 
system  ot  measures;  and  that  this  will  be  more 
likely  to  be  inferred  from  the  deliberation  with 
which  it  is  taken  than  from  the  adoption  of  any 
sudden  measures.  I  trust,  until  circumstances  re- 
quire a  different  course,  it  will  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  it  will  be  but  the  commencement  of  a 
system  of  measures  which  we  shall  continue  to 
pursue  until  our  object  is  accomplished.  In  this 
Tiew  it  is  not  so  material  at  what  particular  mo- 
ment the  operation  of  this  system  begins,  as  to 
convince  Great  Britain  we  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  it.  I  am,  therefore,  against  the  recom- 
ioitment. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  barely  rose  to  observe  he 
was  in  hopes,  after  all  the  learning  and  eloquence 
of  the  members  had  been  exhausted,  there  would 
have  been  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
but  in  this  hope  he  was  disappointed.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  particular  stomachs  in  the  House 
that  could  not  digest  milk-and-water  diet.  He 
was  of  the  number  of  those  who  wished  the 
adoption  of  something  stronger;  but  when  he  con- 
sidered milk  and  water  was  a  very  wholesome 
diet,  and  that  the  only  way  to  get  anything  was 
to  be  satisfied  with  this  measure^  he  was  against 
the  idea  both  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
throw  this  bill  under  the  (able,  or  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  recommit  it. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  will  not  delay  the  ques- 
tion beyond  two  or  three  minutes.  From  some 
remarks  made  by  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
Newton,)  it  may  be  inferred,  perhaps,  that  I  said 
something  which  tended  to  wound  his  feelings. 
I  have  been  long  in  habits  of  friendship  with  that 

gentleman,  and  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
eve  that  I  had  no  such  intention  in  anything 
which  I  said. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  did  not  particularly  allude 
to  any  expressions  of  his  colleague,  but  to  expres- 
sions generally  made  use  of  in  the  course  ot  the 
debate. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — From  some  remarks  of  my 
colleague  on  my  left  (Mr.  Clopton)  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  a  disposition  had  been  manifested  in 
this  House  to  give  up  our  rank  and  standing 
ftmong  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  true  these 
remarks  were  not  directed  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, for  during  this  whole  discussion  not  a 
word  has  beec  directed  to  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
All  that  has  been  said  has  been  directed  to  an 
imaginary  being,  and  reminds  me  of  some  expres- 
sions which  I  recojleci  to  have  seen  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Thomas  Paine,  who  compared  the  obser- 
Taiions  of  some  puliiical  writer  on  which  he  was 
animadverting,  to  t  particular  place  near  Phila- 


delphia called  Point  no  Point.    GeotlemeB  doi- 
\n^  this  debate  have  talked  a  great  deal  abo«ti]ie 
spirit  of  1776.     With  what  view  1  To  show  ikt 
we  are  an  independent  nation  ?   No;  but  to  urge 
the  United  States  into  a  foreign  war.    Geatle- 
men  inquire  whether  we  will  give  op  the  righu 
of  commerce— ^whether  we  have  a  riffbt  to  protect 
commerce  ?  We  have  a  right;  but  the  only  ques* 
tion  is,  whether  we  have  the  ability.    Ooce  let 
the  nation  launch  out  on  the  doctrine  of  protect- 
ing commerce,  and  where  shall  we  gol  Are  we 
prepared  to  i>ay  we  will  protect  commerce  agsnitk 
all  Powers,  in  every  sea,  and  at  all  risks?  And  if 
we  do  not  disregard  every  dictate  of  prudence^ 
what  must  the  nation  do  but  submit -to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  times,  to  which  the  second  rate  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  are  obliged  to  yield,  and  to  wbich 
we  are  told  oy  gentlemen  themselves  Oreti  Brit- 
ain will  soon  be  compelled  to  yield.    It  once  we 
establish  the  principle  that  commerce  most  be 
protected  by  an  armed  force,  this  nation  is  ruined. 
We  must  build  fleets  and  raise  armies;  we  most 
^o  on  the  principles  of  Britain,  who  is  now  sink* 
inff   under   the  weight  oC   her  establi»hments. 
These,  so  far  from  being  the  ffood  old  docirioes 
of  the  Revolution,  are  political  heresies,  sod  the 
exploded  doctrines  of  navies  and  standing  smuet. 
We  are  willing  to  protect  commerce  in  the  only 
way  in  which  we  are  able,  by  discrimioi^tioff  da- 
ties,  and  preserving  a  neutral  position ;  for  plunge 
the  nation  into  war  for  the  protection  ot  com- 
merce, and  commerce  instantly  vanishes.  There 
is  no  man  who  doubts  that  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  an  injury 
to  a  certain  extent  to  Great  Britain,  or  the  right 
of  the  Gk>vemment  to  declare  war ;  but  rights  are 
correlative.    In  17(>8  you  had  a  right  to  decltre 
war  against  France;  and  you  did  so  to  your  cost 
This  is  not  then  a  question  of  right,  orof  oatiMil 
independence,  but  of  policy^  of  expediency.  I^ 
us  suppose  this  to  be  the  initiative  of  stroos  met- 
sures,  that  it  will  eventuate  in  war,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  all  the  calamities  to  Great  Britain  on 
which  gentlemen  calculate.    What  will  iis  efiect 
be  upon  us?    We  shall  adopt  it  at  the  expens^ 
perhaps,  of  our  whole  revenue,  the  annihilation  of 
our  commerce,  the  enormous  augmentation  of  oar 
debt,  the  increase  of  Executive  patronage,  tod 
the  prostration  of  the  Constitution.    U  it  worth 
the  purchase  ?    We  object  to  a  large  naval  estab- 
lishment— we  are  hostile  to  an  increase  of  Exectt* 
tive  power — we  are  disposed  to  relieve  the^W'* 
burdens — and  to  diminish  the  national  debt  What 
was  our  situation  when  we  came  here?  When 
was  the  country  ever  in  a  more  prosperoui  M^' j 
We  were  treating  with  Great  Britain,  and  had 
every  reason  to  believe  our  differences  would  hate 
hfid  an  amicable  termination.    If  we  go  to  war 
with  Great  Britain  where  are  we  to  %^}^ 
money  to  carry  it  on  1  We  must  resort  to  direct 
taxes.    If  it  is  the  policy  of  this  country  hereal- 
ter  to  feo  to  war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  m 
whatever  way  it  may  be  invaded,  every  ojeasurc 
of  this  Adminibtraiion  has  heretofore  been  de- 
cidedly wrong.    If  this  new  principle  \s  jo  jj 
acted  on,  and  a  naval  establishment  to  be  cberisb«o, 
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^hat  can  ^rou  do  ?  By  exacting  from  the  people 
every  farthing  they  can  pay,  you  may  be  able  to 
support  thirty  shifts  of-tbe-line;  and  are  you  pre- 
pared with  that  force  to  carry  on  a  maritime  war 
m  defence  of  commerce?  It  is  mere  duixotism. 
A'  well  might  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  with  his 
80,000  troops,  declare  war  against  France,  when- 
erer  that  nation  should  undertake  to  march  troops 
through  his  territory.  There  is  a  physical  inabil- 
itjr  in  the  United  States  to  defend  commerce  in 
this  way.  It  is  attempting  to  assume  a  rank  which 
cannot  fail  to  degrade  us.  Are  we  an  indepen- 
dent nation?  Have  we  a  risht  to  do  what  we 
please  ?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this ;  but,  does 
It  follow  that  we  are  to  throw  away  our  liberties 
and  the  Constitution  in  a  contest  which  can  only 
end  in  our  disgrace? 

Mr.  Clopton  said,  he  had  not  the  advantage  of 
hearing  the  previous  debate  on  this  subject.  He 
had  derived  his  information  from  other  sources 
than  that  alluded  to  by  his  colleague;  from  Which, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  general  tenor  of  the 
opposition  arose  from  the  alleged  tendency  of  this 
measure  to  carry  us«into  a  state  of  war.  Whe- 
ther in  making  tnese  remarks  he  had  been  correct 
or  not,  was  for  the  House  to  judge ;  but  whether 
those  remarks  had  or  had  not  a  bearing  upon  the 
subject,  he  was  sure  they  did  not  constitute  the 
first  instance  of  an  aberration,  and,  he  would  add, 
a  wide  aberration,  from  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  said,  he  did  not  allude  to  the 
gentleman's  observations — he  did  not  hear  them. 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
disagreed  to,  it  passed — yeas  93,  nays  32,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston  Jr.,  Isaac  An- 
derson, David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blacky 
ledge,  John  Biake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
*  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Freder- 
ick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
Crowmnshield,  Richard  Cutt8,£zra  Darby,  John  Daw- 
son, William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Findley, 
Jmmes  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  WilUam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wm.  Mac- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore.  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger 
KeUon,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  8milie,John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUliams, 
Marmadolie  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Camp- 


bell, Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  J(^n  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  Caleb  ElUs,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Seth  Habtings,  David  Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Kil- 
lian  IC.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  VerplandL,  and 
Peleg  Wadsworth. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Goveromeot  for  the  year  one  thou^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  tocon^^ider  the  said  amend- 
ments; and  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thdrsoay,  March  27. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  nineteenth  instant,  presented  a  bili  for  the  re-> 
lief  of  Rinaldo  Johnson;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  from  the  committee  ap* 
pointed  on  the  seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  the  Territory  of  Orleans; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend« 
ment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives:" Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Lbib, 
Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.CRowNiNSHiBLo,  be  appoint-  < 
ed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  second 
amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States:"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  ac^ree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  suh/ect-. 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Var- 
num, Mr.  Tallmaugb,  aod  Mr.  Covington,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  £stablishment  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  year  one  ttiousand 
eight  hundred  and  six ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 
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Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  (he  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  which 
"Viras  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commjlteeof 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  that  the  House  do 
cooie  to  the  following  resolution : 

'^Raohoed,  That  it  m  expedient  to  amend  the  act 
fixing  the  Miiitaiy  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
State*,  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  so  far  as  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Brigadier  General :" 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolutioo  ^o  lie  on  the 
Cable. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  yesterday,  to  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six:  whereupon,  the 
amendments  to  the  first  section  being  again  read, 
mre,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  bill  being 
again  read  at  the  Clerk'^  table,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 

^  ^of  exploring  th«  wateta  of  the  country  ceded  by 
40ttventionof  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ^me,  and  esUblishing  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes  inkabiiiBg  the  same*  five  thousand  dd- 
Uvs:" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
Witk  this  Committee  of  the  whole^  House  in  the 
said  amendment,  and  resolved  in  the  affirnkative — 
yeas  97,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

'^XAS^Bvan  Aiexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwcil  Basset, 
Oedrge  M.  Bedingsr,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidvrell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Bhike,  ir.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Chandler,  Martin 
.  Qhittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Giay,  Mattiiew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Gutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson, 
Biias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler.  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Innes,  Michftel  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McPar- 
land,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mnmfbrd, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nich- 
dson,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pnghr  John  Randolph,  Tbo- 
■MS  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandibrd,  Martin 
Gb  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smiiie  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  H^nry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  S^amuel  Taggart,  David  Tltomas, 
J^hilip  R.  Thompson,  tJri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Yamum, 
MaUhew  Walton,  John  Whiiehill  Robert  WhitehUI, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 


Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  «qA  Jo* 
seph  Winston. 

Nats — John  Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,LeoB8rdCfV* 
ington,  Samael  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wil* 
liara  Ely,  Charles  Goldsberonffh,  Peterson  Goodwyi, 
David  Hough,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Cotton  8mitb,B«i- 
jamia  Tallmsdgs,  Samuel  Tenney,  Abram  l^ngg,  tad 
Daniel  0.  Verplanck. 

The  second  and  last  amendment  to  the  firtl^set- 
tion  of  the  said  bill,  reported  from  the  Commiltte 
of  the  Whole,  being  again  twice  read,  was. on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hoose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
tnents  affreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  tltt  tkiii 
time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  tit 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  tboasand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Fbi»at,  March  28. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  tp- 
pointed  on  the  sixth  of  January  last,  presented  t 
bill  incorporating  an  institotion  in  the  Crty  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  for  ibe 
education  of  youth,  and  the  promotion  and  diffu- 
sion of  learning  and  science,  and  granting  to  the 
same  certain  public  lots  within  the  said  eity; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  RoQER  Nelson,  from  the  committee  t;^ 
pointed  on  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  preseiited  t 
billsupplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  **An  actmor« 
effectually  to  proride  for  the  organization  of  the 
miiitia  or  the  District  of  Columbia ;''  which  wis 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of^ths 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

'Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
;he  twenty-fifth  instant,  presented  a  bill  ibr  forti- 
fying the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uaiied  Stain^ 
and  for  building  gunboats ;  which  was  read  tKriot 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  ef 
the  twenty^fifth  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Reiohedy  by  the  Senate  imd  House  of  RepnuetUth 
Hves  qfthe  United  States  of  America  tn  Congrm  ae 
sembled.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  dSeeied  to 
cause  the  Post  Office,  for  the  City  of  Washington,  t» 
be  kept,  after  the— --daT  of— -^next%  at  or  nmt  the 
Capitol." 

Ordered,  That  the  Airthef  consideration  of  the 
said  motion  be  postponed  indefinitely. 
PLURALITY  OF  OFFICES. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comttili«<^ 
the  Whole  on  the  following  resolutions  suln&ittea 
some  titne  since  by  Mr.  J.  KANnoLrH: 

Resohed,  That  a  contractor  under  the  Govertusen^ 
of  the  United  States  is  an  officer  within  the  puititfW 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  such,  is  incs' 
pable  of  holuhig  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Rssphedy  That  the  union  of  a  phirality  of  office*  m 
the  person  of  a  single  indiYidual,  but  more  especisliy  ^' 
the  miliury  with  the  civil  anthority,  is  r«psirn»n*  ^ 
the  spirit  of  tiie  Constitution  of  the 'United  8taiei»  and 
tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  tfhHrafy  ^smxnm^t^ 
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Smoked^  Tlut  pronnoA  ought  to  be  m«de,  by  law, 

0  lender  any  officer,  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  incapable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under 

ibe  United  States. 

The  qaestioa  was  taken  on  these  resolations 
irisbout  debate. 

The  first  was  agreed  to— ayes  54,  noes  37. 

The  second  was  agreed  to— ayes  75  j  and 

The  third  was  agreed  to  without  a  diTision. 

When  the  Committee  roi(te  and  reported  their 
a^reemeDt  to  the  resolutions* 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report. 

On  cottcttfring  with  the  Committee  of^the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  first  resolution, 

Mr.  Fi»K  said  he  sincerel^y-  regretted  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  vole  for  this  resoluttoa.  He  tt* 
glutted  there  was  do  such  principle  in  the  Con* 
aaitutiaa  as  is  prescribed.  Such  a  principle  not 
being  ia  the  Constitution,  he  did  not  conceive  it 
ra  the  power  of  the  House  to  make  the  provision. 
It  was  not,  in  bis  opinion,  in  their  power  to  say  a 
laan  should  not  bold  a  seat  in  that  House  who 
'«ra6  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution.  It  was 
on  this  ground  only  he  was  against  the  resblution 
ODder  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.--^I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  may  in  perfect  consistence  with  the 
^oeiple  he  has  laid  down,  which  I  do  not  mean 
at  present  to  contest,  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  this 
reaoiution.  He  says  that  this  House  has  not  a 
ffi^bt  to  make  a  disqualification  which  the  Con- 
attttttion  itself  does  not  attach  to  the  tenure  of  a 
aeai  on  this  floor  $  that  the  Constitution  draws  a 
Untf- between  the  qualification  and  disqualification 
of  a  member,  and  that  this  House  has  no  right  to 
miter  them.  What  do  we  propose  to  do  ?  To  add 
a  aew  disqualification  7  No ;  to  do  that  which 
the  Constitution  put  in  our  hands,  which  it  not 
oaly  authorize*  but  enjoins  upon  us.  The  Coo* 
scitotion  declares  that  each  House  shall  be  the 
judge  of  the  qualification  of  its  members^  It  is 
dtfarlj,  then,  the  duty  of  the  House  to  expound 
what  IS  or  is  not  a  disqualification ;  and  we  a  re  now 
mkLy  about  to  declare  what  is  such  a  disqualifioa- 
tiott— BKrely  to  expound  the  Constitution  on  this 
head.  I  know  some  gentlemen  are  startled  at  the 
idea  of  expounding  the  Constitution.  But  do  we 
not  do  this  every  day?  Is  not  the  passage  of 
every  act  a  declaration  oa  the  part  of  this  House 
that  a  decision  upoa  it  is  among  their  Constilu- 
tioaal  powers  9  Or,  in  other  words,  is  it  not  an 
exposition  of  the  Constitution  1  So,  in  this  in- 
ataaee,  I  will  suppose  a  man  returned  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  he  is  declared, 
for  some  reason,  to  be  disqualified  from  holding 
a  aeau  This,  accordiog  to  the  gentleman,  would 
be  expounding  the  Constitution.  We  propose 
doiog  no  more  than  saying,  if  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  Chief  Justice^  should  come  here,  they 
CBfioot  hold  a  seat.  We  say  that  an  abuse  exists 
Qoder  the  Constitution,  and  ofier  a  remedy. 

1  have  heard  some  quibbling  about  the  meaning 
oC  the  word  *' officer."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
office  ?  Agency  ;  it  is  the  office  of  a  man's  cook 
to  stress  bis  dtaner,  of  a  tailor  to  supply  him  with 
oloibaa ;  aad  It  is  the  offlea  of  a  oontraotor  to  fat- 


ten on  the  land'-to  acquire  lordships^  deuMsnesi 
baronies — extensive  territory — b^  the  advania^ 
he  derives  from  holdii»g  the  public  money,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  contract.  But  it  is  asked,  if  a  contractor 
is  an  officer?  and  whether  he  can  be  impeached  1 
because,  under  the  Constitution,  all  civil  officera 
are  liable  to  impeachment.  Would  you  impeach 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  7  It  may 
be  answered  that  you  may  impeach  him,  but  thai 
you  would  not  probably  do  so,  because  that  would 
be  breaking  a  butterfly  on  the  wheel.  Would  voa 
impeach  a  deputy  ocKitmaster  ?  And  yet  wnen 
the  postnutster  at  Kew  York  accepted  his  ap« 
poiatment,  did  he  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Sea*' 
atet  There  is  no  doubt  a  contractor  is  an  officer 
pro  tempor&--^ii  is  not  an  c^ce  in  perpetuity,  but 
created  for  a  time,  and  for  a  particular  purpose. 
And  I  will  ask,  if  it  is  not  more  dangerous  to  the 
independence  of  the  two  Houses  to  admit  coat'^ 
missioners  and  contractors  within  their  wdila 
than  officers  with  legal  salaries  and  appointmenisf 
If  we  are  to  admit  either,  I  say,  give  me  the  ie^ 
officer,  with  a  determinate  salary  and  definite 
powers,  rather  than  the  contractor  who  may  gain 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  By  a 
single  job.  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
is  of  opinion  that  a  contractor  is  not  an  officer^ 
under  the  Constitution,  I  hope  he  will  join  me  in 
another  vote,  on  an  amendment  which  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  offier— this  goes  only  to  purge  these  walh^ 
not  those  of  the  other  House.  I  mean  an  amend* 
meat  declaring  void  all  contracts  made  with  meai** 
hers  of  either  House,  and  on  this  jpriaoiple :  Be* 
tweea  the  sessions  of-  the  Legisuttare  it  is  noeal* 
ble  for  a  member  to  receive  a  lucrative  job,  bv 
which  he  may  put  thousands  in  his  pocket,  ana, 
which  being  completed  in  the  recess,  and  there 
being  Bobody  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  aprply  a  remedy.  But,  I  hope  this 
construction,  which,  so  far  as  relates  to  on?  owa 
House,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  make,  will 
obtain  as  the  trve  construction  of  the  Constttu^ 
tion. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  House,  and  Houses 
which  may  hereafter  meet,  may  give  the  Coaall- 
tution  a  different  construction.  No  doubt  of  it; 
and  thi^may  operate  to  the  end  of  time.  A  form- 
er House  passed  a  Sedition  law;  a  subsequent 
House  deemed  the  law  unoonstitutiooaL  It  ia 
true  they  did  not  declare  it  so,  and  I  am  sorry  for 
it ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  Now,  we 
may  pass  a  Sedition  law  a^in  to-morrow,  and 
the  people  rise  op  against  it,  and  send  different 
members  to  represent  them.  The  people  may 
again  slumber  I  as  long  as  you  keep.jour  handb 
from  their  pockets,  they  will  keep  their  eyesfrooa 
yours ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  this  law  may  be 
repealed.  I  can,  therefore,  see  no  force  in  this  ob« 
jection.  The  courts  of  juetice  undertake  to  ex« 
pound  the  Constitution,  and  shall  not  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  as  competent  to  do  this  asauf 
court  of  justice  ?  I  will  suppose  a  case,  that  oif 
a  man  condemned  under  the  Sedition  law  by  a 
tribunal  of  justice.  Suppose  men  of  different 
principles  come  on  ibe  bench,  would  they  hesitate 
to  re  verve  the  preceding  decision  of  the  court  1 
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lodispaubly  not.    Here,  too,  then,  we  would  be- 
hold varying  and  repugnant  decisions. 

Mr.  Eppes. — I  have  no  doubt  that  every  objec- 
tion which  can  be  made  to  a  member  of  this 
House  holding  a  civil  office  during  his  continu- 
ance as  a  Representative  applies  with  equal  for<;e 
to  his  holding  a  lucrative  contract.  The  framers 
of  the  Constitution  in  excluding  civil  officers 
from  the  floor  of  this  House,  most  certainly  in- 
tended to  prevent  any  species  of  dependence 
which  might  influence  the  conduct  of  the  Repre- 
sentative— to  prevent  his  looking  up  for  prefer- 
ment to  the  Executive,  or  being  biassed  in  his 
vote  by  Executive  favor.  A  lucrative  contract 
creates  the  same  species  of  dependence,  and 
every  objection  which  could  be  urged  against 
an  officer,  applies  with  equal  force  against  con- 
tractors, who  are  dependent  on  the  Executive 
will,  and  particularly  carriers  of  the  mail.  While* 
however,  I  make  this  admission,  I  do  not  believe 
we  have  power  to  pass  this  resolution.  The 
words  of  the  Constitution  are :  "  No  person  hold- 
'  ing  an  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a 
'  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance 
*  in  office."  These  words  are  plain  and  clear. 
Their  obvious  intention  was  to  have  excluded 
officers  and  officers  only.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  equally  wise  to  have  excluded  contractors, 
because  the  reason  for  excluding  officers  applies 
to  them  with  equal  force.  We  are  not,  however, 
to  inquire  what  the  Constitution  ought  to  have 
been,  but  what  it  is.  We  cannot  legislate  on  its 
spirit  against  the  strict  letter  of  the  instrument. 
Our  inquiry  must  be,  is  he  an  officer?  If  an  of- 
ficer, under  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  he  is 
excluded ;  if  not  an  officer,  we  cannot  exclude 
him  by  law.  It  is  true,  as  nas  been  stated,  that, 
by  the  Constitution,  we  are  made  the  judges  of 
the  qualifications  of  our  own  members.  This 
judgment,  however,  is  confined  within  very  nar- 
row limits.  The  Constitution  prescribes  the 
qualifications  of  a  member.  We  can  neither  nar- 
row nor  enlarge  them  by  law.  Our  inquiry  can 
go  no  further  than  this :  has  the  Representative 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  ? 
An  extensive  meaning  has  been  given  to  the  word 
"office."  How  far  such  a  const ructioif  of  the 
meaning  of  this  word  is  warranted,  I  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  That  all  contractors  are  not 
officers,  I  am  certain.  A  man,  for  instance,  makes 
a  contract  with  the  Government  to  furnish  sup- 
plies. He  is  certainly  not  an  officer,  according  to 
the  common  and  known  acceptation  of  that  word. 
He  is,  however,  a  contractor,  and,  under  this  res- 
olutioUj  excluded  from  a  seat  here..  A  carrier  of 
the  mail  approaches  very  near  an  officer.  The 
person  takes  an  oath,  is  subject  to  penalties,  the 
remission  of  which  depend  on  the  Executive. 
His  duties  are  fixed  and  prescribed  by  law.  Near, 
however,  as  this  species  of  contract  approaches  to 
an  offi(!e.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  word  '^office" 
in  the  Constitution  can  include  even  this  species 
of  contract.  I  consider  the  word  •*  office"  in  the 
Constitution  ought  to  be  construed  according  to 
the  usual  import  and  meaning^f  that  term ;  and 
as  I  do  conscientiously  beiieveihat  the  word  "  of 


fice"  and  the  word  "  contract"  cannot  be  tortured 
to  mean  the  same  thing,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Alston. — While  I  am  as  much  opposed 
as  any  man  to  see  any  holder  of  public  money 
within  these  walls,  I  cannot  justify  myself  in  de- 
ciariog  what  is  or  what  is  not  the  Con&titmion. 
If  in  any  case  this  ought  to  be  done,  this  surelf 
should  be  the  last.  What  is  its  eflect?  To  de- 
prive a  member  of  his  seat  on  the  vote  of  a  btre 
majority,  when  the  Constitution  has  declared  that 
"  no  seat  shall  be  vacated  but  on  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members."  Let  this  House  say  so, 
and  what  becomes  of  a  contractor,  if  any  sock 
there  be  within  these  walls  ?  The  decision  of  the 
House  will  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
No  man  who  knows  me  will  imagine  that  I  hare 
any  partiality  for  contractors  holding  seats  within 
these  walls.  I  have  never  held  a  contract  or  re- 
ceived a  cent  of  the  public  money  but  for  mj 
wages  as  a  member  of  this  House.  I  am,  there- 
fore, as  disinterested  as  man  can  be  on  this  point 
If  there  is  a  contractor  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  let  him  be  pointed  out.  I  aoi  not 
certain  how  I  shall  vote  upoa  such  a  proposition. 
But  I  will  not  declare  beforehand  a  particular 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  If  I  beliere 
the  case  comes  within  the  Constitution,  of  which 
I  am  not  certain,  I  will  vote  for  clearing  the 
House  of  such  a  member.  But  I  will  not  con- 
sent to  a  majorityr  declaring  in  this  way  what 
they  cannot  carry  into  effect.  How  can  this  be 
done  ?  If  you  cannot  get  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  vacate  the  seat,  I  ask 
what  becomes  of  the  resolution  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  ?  But  it  is  idle  to 
pass  a  declaratory  resolution  unless  it  can  be  or- 
ried  into  effect.  One  thing  I  will  say,  if  the 
mover  will  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  impose 
a  penalty  on  any  officer  who  shall  make  acoii- 
tract  with  a  member  of  Congretj«,  I  will  gire  it 
my  consent.  For  I  wish  to  see  no  man  in  thwc 
walls  dependent  on  the  Government.  I  still  ad- 
here to  tiie  principle  which  I  set  out  with,  when 
I  entered  into  public  life,  for  I  became  a  memhet 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  hare  the 
honor  to  represent  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  hut 
there  was  no  office  in  the  gift  of  any  Government 
which  I  would  possess.  This  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  strictly  adhere,  and  I  do  not  beliere  i 
have  any  relation  on  earth  who  holds  an  omce, 
numerous  as  my  relatives  are.  ... 

Mr.  J.  Clay.— The  gentleman  says  be  is  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  expulsion  of  any  member  on 
this  floor  who  holds  public  money.  , 

Mr.  Alston  explained  by  observing  that  ne 
had  not  absolutely  said  so.  ,    ,,^ 

Mr.  J.  CLAY.—If  this  cannot  be  done  on^«'^ 
Constitution,  with  what  consistency  can  ^^^^^ 
tleman  vote  for  the  measure  he  proposes,  aj*,  una 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to,  we 
have  no  right  to  expel  a  member  but  '*>'*" 
offence  committed  by  him  ?  The  judges  ol  yo^ 
courts  as  well  as  the  State  courts  '\»*'®."^""L 
the  right  of  expoundinir  the  Con.satutJon,  lonr 
much  as  they  are  bound  on  oath  to  »uppon 
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Are  we  not  bound  by  the  same  oatb  to  support  it  ? 
And  have  we  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  ine  same 
Tight  to  construe  it?  Are  not  gentlemen  indeed, 
by  tbeir  negative  vote,  giving  the  Constitution 
their  own  exposition  ?  7  have  no  doubt  of  our 
ri^bt  to  expound  the  Constitution.  Let  us  take 
tbinfi:s  as  thev  are.  What  is  an  officer?  A  man 
holding  a  public  charge  or  agency.  What  is  an 
office?  A  public  charge  or  ageocy.  Is  not  a 
contract  an  agency  ?  A  man  contracts  to  carry 
letters  in  the  mail.  Is  not  that  an  agency  ?  So 
a  man  contracts  as  an  agent  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  carry  letters  from  Washington  to  Bal- 
timore; is  he  not  as  much  an  officer  as  if  he  resided 
at  Wash ingtOii  or  Baltimore?  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that  one  is  moving  and  the  other  stationa- 
ry. Kvery  officer  under  tne  Qovernment  is  a  con- 
tractor,  inasmuch  as  be  contracts  to  do  certain 
things  for  a  certain  sum  of  money.  I  believe, 
likewise,  the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  true, 
and  that  contractors  are  likewise  officers. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY  said,  were  this  proposition  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  he 
sboald  Yote  for  it ;  but  for  reasons  very  different 
from  those  which  had  been  assigned.     He  did 
not  believe  that  every  contractor  was  an  officer 
under  the  Constitution,  for  if  this  was  the  case, 
every  roan  who  furnished  the  public  with  the 
least  article  of  supply  would  be  an  officer— the 
miller  who  sold  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  the  stationer  who  supplied  the  House 
with  paper  and  quills.    Every  man  who  sold  any- 
thing to  the  Government  must,  in  this  light,  be 
considered  )bis  an  officer.    Would  gentlemen  be 
disposed  to  exclude  all  persons  of  this  description 
from  a  seat  in  this  House  ?    Great  weight  had 
been  attached  to  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  made  the  two  Houses  judges  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  their  members;  but  it  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  argument  to  observe,  that  though 
the  Constitution  gives  the  two  Houses  the  power 
of  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  their  members,  it 
does  not  give  them  the  power  to  make  those  qual- 
ifications.    He  agreed  that  it  was  discretionary 
with  each  House  to  expel  a  member,  but  then 
the  act  could  only  be  effected  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members.    He  bad  always  under- 
stood, and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  that  it  was 
an  essential  attribute  of  office  for  a  man  to  pos- 
sess some  power,  to  be  exercised  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.    Now  a  mere  contractor  receives 
no  such  power ;  he  only  enters  into  an  engage- 
ments to  perform  certain  specified  duties. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  desired  that  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  read,  which  authorizes  the  expul- 
sion of  a  member,  by  which,  he  said,  it  would 
appear  that  such  expulsion  could  only  be  made 
fur  disorderly  behaviour. 

The  Clerk  read  the  article  as  follows : 
**  Each  House  may  determine  the  rales  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  punish  its  members  for  disorder!  v  behaviour, 
and,  with   the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a 
aember." 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  he  would  assign 
the  reasons,  on  accouut  of  which  he  could  not 
give  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under 


consideration.  It  proposed  to  decide  what  shall, 
and  what  shall  not  be  the  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution  as  to  the  -term  office.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  cumpeteot  for  that 
House  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, except  in  a  particular  case  under  their  con- 
sideration; and  that  they  could  then  and  then 
only  act  upon  it.  If  there  were  any  gentlemen 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Hous^  who  were  contrac- 
tors, and  amotion  should  be  made  to  expel  them, 
he  would  then  be  ready  to  give  bis  vote  upon 
such  a  motion  ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
a  general  construction  to  the  Constitution  as  to 
the  existence  of  any  such  case.  With  regard  to 
the  case  under  cosideration,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  a  contractor  was  an  officer  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitu* 
tion  declared  that  no  Senator  or  Representative 
should  be  appointed  to  an  office:  when,  therefore, 
they  were  inquiring  what  constituted  an  office  un- 
der the  Constitution,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  refer  to  the  Constitution  itself,  to  deter- 
mine the  meaning  of  the  word  office.  It  declares, 
in  the  third  section  of  the  second  article,  that  the 
President  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of 
the  United  States.  I  am  not  prepared,  said  Mr. 
C,  to  say  that  a  man  is  an  officer  who  is  not  so 
commissioned  under  the  Constitution.  It  appears 
to  me  that  a  person  must  have  a  commission  be- 
fore he  can  be  considered  an  officer  under  the 
Constitution.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  a  provi- 
sion to  remedy  the  evil,  and  be  would  cheerfully 
agree  to  any  measure  which  would  have  this 
effect,  as  he  did  consider  it  extremely  indecorous 
for  any  man  holding  a  contract  and  the  money 
of  the  public  to  participate  in  the  making  of  laws 
for  its  application. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  could, 
not  on  this  occasion,  consistent  with  the  oath  he 
had  taken  to  support  the  Constitution,  advocate 
the  resolution  under  consideration.  He  agreed 
that  \i  was  highly  improper  for  contractors  to 
hold  seats  in  that  House,  as  there  were  many 
cases  in  which  xhey  could  not  give  a  free  and 
impartial  vote;  but  in  bis  opinion  there  was  no 
power  to  exclude  members  from  a  seat,  unless 
that  power  was  contained  in  the  Constitution. 
He  said  he  would  give  his  idea  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  on  this  point.  They 
were  bound  by  its  letter — where  the  letter  and  the 
words  of  it  were  plain,  they  were  bound  strictly  to 
adhere  to  them;  where,  from  the  wording,  the 
meaning  was  doubtful,  or  difficult,  every  mem« 
her  was  bound  to  put  that  construction  which 
\kh  judgment  dictated.  But  where  there  was  no 
difficulty,  where  the  words  were  plain  and  ob- 
vious, he  would  ever  raise  his  hands  against  what 
was  called  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or,  in 
other  words,  giving  it  a  meaning  which  the  words 
would  not  bear.  If  this  power  existed  in  the 
Coostitutioa,it  must  be  found  under  that  section, 
which  declares,  that  "No  Senator  or  Represen- 

*  tative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was 

*  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 

*  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have 
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<  been  created,  or  the  emolumeots  of  which  shall 

*  have  been  increased,  durirg  such  time;  and  no 
'  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States 

*  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House,  during  his  con- 

*  tinuance  in  office."  The  question  then  comes  to 
the  single  point :  Is  a  contractor  an  officer  under 
the  Constitution  ?  If  he  is,  there  is  no  doubt  he 
may  be  excluded  from  a  seat  in  this  House ;  but  if 
he  IS  not.  he  cannot  be  excluded.  What  then  is 
the  idea  of  an  officer  under  the  Constitution  ? 
It  either  must  be  recojg^nised  by  the  Constitution, 
or  some  law  passed  m  conformity  to  it,  for  no 
man  under  the  Government  has  a  right  without 
law  to  create  as  many  offices  as  he  pleases.  The 
Postmaster  General  has  a  right  to  contract  for 
carrying  the  mail ;  he  may  employ  for  this  pur- 
pose fifty,  five  hundred,  or  ^ve  thousand  men. 
Will  anybody  thence  contend  that  the  Postmas- 
ter Qeneral  has  the  right  of  creating  five  thousand 
offices?  Our  Constitution  has  been  justly  ex- 
tolled as  the  freest  in  the  world,  and  as  the  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  and  security 
of  the  people.  It  has  been  called  free  in  contra- 
clistinction  to  those  despotic  governments,  where 
all  the  offices  are  held  up  to  sale.  Is  not  this  the 
ease  with  contracts?  Are  they  not  uniformly 
given  to  the  lowest  bidder  ?  What  government  of 
principle  then  is  this,  which  proposes  to  put  a  con- 
struction upon  the  Constitution,  by  which  offices 
under  the  Govern roent  shall  be  thus  exposed  to 
Mile  ?  But  are  they  in  truth  officers  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted States,  recognised  either  by  the  Constitution 
or  laws  ?  No,  they  are  not  officers  of  the  United 
States,  they  are  mere  hirelings  of  thfe  Postmaster 
Oeneral ;  be  has  not  the  power  of  setting  up  the 
Constitution  to  the  highest  bidder.  If  so,  it  is 
DO  longer  a  free  Constitution ;  it  does  not  deserve 
the  eulogiums  which  have  been  so  justly  passed 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Early. — I  would  not  rise  to  trouble  yon 
were  not  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  recorded  on  this 
question.  I  am  as  fully  sensible  as  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  or  any  other  gentleman 
QB  this  floor,  of  the  extreme  impropriety,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  of  persons  remaining  members 
of  this  House  who  nold  a  contract  under  the 
Government  to  which  any  emolument  is  attached. 
With  him  and  them  I  believe,  that  of  all  de- 
scriptions of  appointment,  this  is  the  most  im- 
proper to  be  blended,  where  the  emoluments  are 
DOt  Mxed  by  law,  but  rise  or  fall  with  circum- 
stances. I  am  therefore  as  wiling  as  any  person 
can  be  to  adopt  any  measure  to  effect  a  remedy 
of  this  evil,  which  we  possess  the  Constitutional 
right  of  doing.  My  difficulty  on  this  subject  is 
Dot  the  same  yith  that  presented  to  the  minds  of 
some  gentlemen^  that  we  are  not  authorized  to 
pass  a  resolution  putting  a  construction  upon  the 
Constitution.  On  this  subiect,  by  the  Constitution 
we  are  made  judj^es  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
members  of  this  House.  If  so,  we  are  necessarily 
juJfi^es  of  their  disqualification  also.  'One  power 
implies  the  other.  I  therefore  have  no  difficulty  on 
this  score.  The  simple  question  is,  in  my  mind, 
whether  a  contractor  is  an  officer  under  the  Con- 
stitution?   My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  the 


negative-^n  opinion  formed  after  the  most  ma- 
ture reflection.  I  can  appeal  to  you,  sir,  that  I 
have  sought  after  truth  on  this  subject  with  in* 
dusrry ;  and  I  can  appeal  to  other  members  to 
attest  my  having  contemplated  early  io  the  so- 
sion  the  offering  a  resolution  as  the  foundation  of 
a  law,  to  give  effect  to  the  object  of  the  gentlemui 
from  Virginia  to  declare  void  any  contract  made 
by  any  officer  under  this  Govemmeat  with  aor 
member  of  either  House.  So  hr  I  am  prepared 
to  ^0,  if  any  member  shall  introduce  such  a  pro- 
position. The  passage  of  such  a  law  will  remoTe 
the  inconvenience  which  mi^ht  arise  from  inter- 
fering decisions  made  in  this  House  at  difibeot 
times,  and  will  prevent  the  existence  of  a  difler- 
ent  rule  in  the  two  hianches  of  the  Legislature. 
Mr.  Smilib  said  he  heartily  concurred  ino|>iD- 
ion  with  those  gentlemen  who  considered  an  tiDioa 
of  a  contract  with  a  seat  on  this  floor  as  higblf 
improper.  But  that  was  not  the  question  under 
consideration.  It  was  simply,  how  fsr  they  were 
authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  take  the  course 
now  recommended.  Every  man  attending  to  that 
Constitution,  would  see  that  it  had  two  ^reat  ob- 
jects in  view.  One  was  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  community:  the  other  to  protect  the  rights 
of  individuals.  But  these  duUes  were  equally 
sacred.  Was  it  then  proper,  in  maintaining  the 
one.  to  sacrifice  the  oth^r?  To  avoid  ScvMa  but 
strike  on  Chary bdrs?  He  wished  to  God  the 
Constitution  had  excluded  contracton;  butasit 
had  given  them  a  right  in  common  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  a  seat  on  that  floor 
in  case  they  were  elected,  he  could  not  in  con- 
science do  anything  which  would  take  avaf 
those  rights.  It  did  not  belong  to  that  House, 
previous  to  the  existence  of  a  particular  case,  to 
make  a  general  declaration.  When  a  particular 
case  was  brouffht  forward  it  would  be  time  aough 
to  take  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Bio  WELL  said,  before  he  gave  his  ^o^Jjj 
would  concisely  state  the  rea  oqs  which  vouM 
influence  him  in  giving  it.  This  was  not  a  mere 
question  of  policy,  but  a  question  that  implicated 
the  Constitution.  It  was  their  duty  to  decide, 
not  what  the  Constitution  ought  to  be,  but  what  rt 
was.  However  it  might  or  might  not  cooftrm  lo 
their  abstract  idea,  they  were  nevertheless  bound 
by  it.  The  resolution  says  a  contractor  is  an  offi- 
cer within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitaiion.  « 
elucidating  this  point,  the  Constitution  ^^\^ 
our  guide.  The  clause  of  the* Constitaiion  rcM 
upon  is,  that  "no  person  holding  anv  offccflnder 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  meroW  of  other 
House  during  his  continuance  in  oflice."  To  say^ 
that  a  contractor  is  an  ofllcer  is  giving  a  «**^*JE 
nification  to  the  words  contractor  or  officer.  W 
considered  both  words  to  be  as  well  understood, 
and  to  have  as  defiiate  meanings  as  any  other 
words  in  the  English  language.  There  is  a  Oon- 
stiiutional  definition  of  the  word  officer  in  we 
third  section  of  the  second  article  o*^^**^  VkiI 
tution,  which  provides  that  the  President  shtn 
commission  all  the  oflftcers  of  the  United  ^^^^ 
Here  then  is  a  Constitutional  definition  of  wnai 
is  meant  by  a  person  holding  an  office,  vix:  a  p«^ 
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son  connDissjoned  by  the  Presideot.  A  cob  tractor 
does  Dot  necessarily  or  even  generally  bold  such 
a  oonttissioo.  By  deciding  that  a  contractor  is 
•o  officer,  it  will  be  decided  that  no  contractor 
could  be  appointed  without  being  cotnmissioDed 
by  the  President.  This  would  be  extending  the 
doctrine  a  length  to  which  it  had  nerer  been  car- 
Tf€d.  Further,  it  is  provided  that  the  Presfdent, 
Viee  President,  and  other  officers  of  the  Grovern- 
ment,  shall  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Is  there  any  such  re- 
quisition, or  has  it  been  usual  to  require  such  an 
oath  from  contractors?  Under  this  view  of  the 
subiect.  and  conceiving  himself  bound  by  the 
oatn  wnich  he  had  taken  to  support  the  Consii- 
taiioD,  he  could  not  in  conscience  agree  to  the 
resolution,  whatever  evils  it  might  have  for  its 
object  to  cure. 

Mr.  Rbea  (of  Tennessee)  said  this  was  an  ab- 
stract question,  in  the  affirmative  of  which  he  wae 
DOt  prepared  to  vote.  There  were  abstract  reasons 
w-hich  induced  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution. 
He  said  he  was  averse  to  assume  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  what  was  not  ex- 
pressly declared  therein. 

He  was  not  willing  to  go  on,  by  a  principle  of 
construction,  until  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  was  made  anything  or  nothing.  There 
was  a  day  when  the  principle  of  construction  was 
reprobated,  and  now,  having  a  seat  in  this  honor- 
able House,  he  was  not  willing  to  revive  that 
priori  pie.  He  said  he  was  determined  to  vote 
a^inst  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Ranuolfh  admitted  that  this  might  be, 
as  be  was  convinced  it  was  with  many  gentle- 
men, aikd  hoped  it  was  with  all,  a  question  admit- 
tMig  of  a  fiiir  difference  of  opinion.  It  was  a  ques- 
tiOD  that  respected  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
•tiiiHioD  of  the  United  States.  The  point  in  issue, 
whether  a  contractor  is  or  is  not  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  set  aside  by  being  be^rged. 
Gentlemen  arjjue  as  if  it  was  proposed  to  add  a 
new  qdatffication  to  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
i^ien  in  truth,  no  such  question  existed ;  the  only 
qoestion  was,  whether  there  was  an  existing  dis- 
qualification. While  I  am  up,  said  Mr.  R.,  per- 
mit me  to  say  the  ffentleman  from  Maryland  nat. 
with  a  peculiar  infelicity,  abandoned  the  grouna 
which  he  had  first  taken.  He  says  tliat  a  con- 
tract oanoot  he  an  office,  because  the  former  are 
pat  up  to  sale;  and  beeaase  no  maa,  under  the 
OoBMittttion,  eao  possess  the  power  of  creating  an 
ioiic&niie  namber  of  offices.  Aad  jet,  how  are 
tboae  men  who  carry  the  nail  or  disi^rge  the 
duties  of  pastmasters  appointed,  but  on  the  mere 
dieimi  of  the  Postmaster  General?  And  how 
arc  ^arefern  Ministers  appointed?  They  are  not 
appointed  by  law.  The  President  nominates  as 
naany  at  he  pleases,  and  is  only  limited  by  the 
mtnipy  at  his  disposal.  As  to  the  offices  under 
the  Postmaster  General^  as  has  been  alleged, 
behi^  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  I  believe  it  would 
be  difficult  to  establish  the  allegation.  I  under- 
stand that  that  is  not  the  princime  on  which  they 
have  been  let  out.  We  are  told  that  a  contract  is 
nothing  bat  a  bargain.    It  certainly  is  a  bargain. 


But  suppose  the  office  of  Postmaster  Gteaeral,  as 
that  seems  in  this  debate  to  have  engaged  so  much 
of  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  should  be  let  to  the 
lowest  bidder ;  would  the  person  that  discharjced 
those  duties  be  less  an  officer  of  the  United  States? 
There  is  one  office  which  I  beUeve  is  always  let 
to  the  lowest  bidder— a  common  executioaer. 
Who  is  he?  The  deputy  of  the  sheriff:  and  ^uo 
ad  hoc,  he  is  as  much  an  officer  as  the  superior 
who  employs  him. 

What  do  we  propose  to  do?  To  give  a  con- 
struction to  the  Constitution  which  is  to  operate 
on  our  House  only,  and  which  is  not  to  govern 
the  other  House.  They  are  as  much  the  judges 
of  the  qoalificaiions.of  their  own  members,  as  we 
are  of  the  qualifications  of  ours.  And  although 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  unwillniff  a  dif- 
ferent principle  should  obtain  in  the  two  Houses; 
and  although  I  should  be  glad  that  a  proper  pin- 
ciple  s^iould  be  applied  to  both,  and  should,  there- 
fore, be  willing  that  such  a  principle  should  he 
fixed  bv  law;  I  am  not,  theretore,  for  abandoning 
that,  wnich  we  have  an  indisputable  right  to  do, 
a  right  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  our  own 
members,  in  hope  of  obtaining  that  which  we  may 
never  accomplish.  But  let  me  ask  those  aentle- 
men  who  profess  themselves  willing  to  aid  us  in 
fmminf  a  law  upon  this  subject,  how,  on  their  - 
own  principle,  a  law  can  be  frained  to  do  that  by 
law  which  cannot,  as  they  say,  be  done  under  the 
Constitution  ?  If  the  Constitution  does  not  au- 
thorize such  a  step,  much  less  will  it  be  autbor- 
issed  by  our  laws. 

Mr.  Elmer  said  \i  was  perfectly  clear  to  him, 
that  the  members  of  that  House  were  not  at  liberty 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  under  consideration. 
Both  common  sense  and  the  Constitution  forbade 
considering  a  contract  in  the  light  of  an  office, 
aiul  he  had  never  before  heard  it  contended  that 
they  were  equivalent  terms.  He  would  cordially 
give  his  vote  for  any  law  which  could  be  consti- 
tutionally passed,  to  get  rid  of  speculation  and 
corruption  of  any  sort,  but  the  oath  which  he  had 
uken  to  support  the  Constitution  limited  his 
power,  which  he  could  not  transcend. 

Mr.  Kbllt  said  he  would  concisely  assign 
the  rea&ons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote 
asrainst  the  resolution.  He  did  not  believe  an 
officer  and  a  contractor  meant  the  same  things. 
With  regard  to  the  contractors  holding  a  seat  on 
that  floor,  it  might  happen  that  a  man  might  be  a 
eoatractor  withottt  bei«g  in  the  least  disqualified 
from  impartially  discharging  all  the  duties  of  a 
member,  as  the  contract  which  be  formed  might 
be  more  for  the  good  of  oihers  than  hie  own  bene- 
fit. He,  however,  allowed  that  where  a  person  held 
a  seat,  and  made  use  of  the  power  it  gave  him  to 
make  a  contract,  he  was  highly  censurable.  Still 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  wa»  not  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  declare  the  two  appointments  in- 
compatible, unless  the  Constitution  expressly  au- 
thorued  them.  In  examining  the  Constitution 
he  found  no  such  provision.  Though  it  had  been 
attempted  to  be  shown  that  a  contractor  and  an 
officer  were  one  and  the  same«  he  believed  they 
were  very  dbtinct  things.    A  contractor  receives 
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DO  authotity  from  Oovernment ;  his  contract  was 
derived  from  an  officer,  and  all  the  power  he  pos- 
sessed was  derived  from  him,  who  was  only 
amenable  for  the  performance  of  the  duly  to  the 
person  who  appointed  him.  A  contractor  could 
Dot,  thereforej  be  considered  as  an  officer  under 
the  Constitution,  amenable  to  the  United  States. 

Several  allusions,  said  Mr.  K.,  have  been  made 
to  cases  which  have  occurred  under  the  Postmas- 
ter Qeneral,  but  until  these  shall  be  particularly 
pointed  out,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  decide 
how  we  are  to  act.  I  believe  that  it  does  not  be 
come  this  House  to  pass  declaratory  acts  relative 
to  the  Constitution.  It  ought,  in  my  opinion  to 
Btand  on  its  own  footing;  and  every  case  that  is 
presented  oushi  to  be  decided,  not  by  a  declaratory 
act,  but  by  the  Constitution  itself.  My  colleague 
aays  that  the  judges  of  the  federal  as  well  as  State 
courts  take  an  oath  as  well  as  we  do,  to  support 
the  Constitution ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  tney 
are  in  the  daily  habit  of  construing  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  there  is  a  wide  diiference  between  their 
deciding  particular  cases  which  properly  come 
before  them,  and  this  House  going  into  a  general 
declaration  without  any  such  particular  case. 
Would  the  judges  undertake  to  declare  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution  without  the  existence  of 
a  particular  case  calling  for  their  decision  ?  So 
that  the  very  thing  which  the  House  is  about 
doing,  has  been  invariably  avoided  by  the  judges. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  when  the  resolution 
was  offered,  he  had  voted  for  it,  because  he  ap- 
proved theLprinciple  on  which  it  was  founded.  He 
should  now  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it,  because 
it  tended  to  curtail  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
Jf  a  contractor  had  cojistitutionally  no  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House,  the  proper  way  was  to  take  up 
the  case  and  act  directly  upon  it.  He  believed  that 
such  a  case  did  exist,  and  he  was  ready  to  say  if 
there  were  any  members  who  received  money 
from  the  public,  they  ought  not  to  hold  a  seat  on 
that  floor. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution— yeas  25,  nays  86,  as 
follows: 

YxA»— Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Elias  Earle,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray, 
Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  William  McCreery,  Thom- 
as Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  jon.,  John  Randolph,Thom- 
•s  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea,  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Samuel  Smith,  Thom* 
•8  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompmn, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  John 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  CutU,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
Jan.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUIiam  Findley,  James  FUk, 
John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  WilUam  Helms,  David 


Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Jtmei  KeBy, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jon.,  DancsnMtcFir- 
land,  Jotdfth  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremak 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Momford,  Jsreoiik 
Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Phkin^jiiQ. 
John  PUgh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea,  of  Tenneeee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Jum 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Sootiurd,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Tltomai, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  WillUiBs, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  }ok^ 
Winston. 
'    So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

FISHING  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  Cbowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  thepetitioD 
of  Jonathan  Very,  of  Salem,  in  the  Stale  of  Mis- 
sachusetts,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  year  1800,  was  the  owner  of 
the  schooner  Edmund,  of  the  burden  of  fifty-oae  ton 
This  vessel  was  licensed  for  employment  in  the  cod 
fishery,  and  sailed  on  her  voyage  the  twenty-first  dij 
of  June,  and  returned  to  Salem  on  the  ninth  daj  of  Au- 
gust, with  a  fare  offish,  of  three  hundred  amlaerentj* 
two  quintals.  She  departed  on  the  second  vDjige,the 
twenty-first  day  of  August ;  and  after  being  euqilojediii 
the  cod  fishery,  and  having  caught  upwards  of  fort;  qoiB* 
tals  of  fish,  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  enniiBgi 
the  said  vessel  met  with  a  severe  storm,  shipped  i  M 
and  was  so  wrecked  that  the  crew  deserted  her,  ib' 
she,  with  her  whole  cargo  of  fish  and  salt,  wai  thereby 
totally  lost.  In  consequence  of  this  loss,  the  petitiooa 
and  the  crew  of  said  sohooner  were  deprived  of  the 
bounty  money  allowed  under  the  existing  lawi  for  tbe 
encouragement  of  the  fishery,  in  lieu  of  the  drawbick 
on  the  salt  consumed  in  making  the  fish.  The  peti- 
tioner {Hrays  that  he  and  the  crew  of  ssid  •cboooaoi/ 
receive  the  same  bounty,  which,  in  the  event  of  tiBo- 
cessftil  voyage, they  would  have  been  entitled  to,oriach 
proportion  thereof  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  xhe^Qtff^^ 
the  United  States,  on  the  quantity  of  salt  ejipMted  m 
the  schooner  Edmund,  amounted  to  aneqotlssn^ 
the  bounty  prayed  to  be  allowed  by  the  petitioner;  it 
might,  therefore,  at  the  ^rst  view,  seem  ressooablett 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner ;  but,  on  the  olbsf 
hand,  the  existing  law  only  warrants  the  pt/B^f  ^ 
the  bounty  to  fishing  vessels  actually  iemploj«l  donsg 
four  months  oi  the  fishing  season ;  that  is  aoeoasted^ 
be  from  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  fintdayof  Uc- 
cember,  in  every  year.  This  schooner  wss  at  eea,  tw 
actually  engaged  in  the  fishing  business,  for  eevci? 
days  only,  during  the  two  voyages.  She  wsi  notea- 
ployed  longer  than  that  time  before  she  was  loit,  i>» 
abandoned  by  the  crew.  No  provision  exists,  in  tv 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries,  which « 
calculated  to  meet  a  case  similarly  dreumstanoed.  1| 
contemplates  the  employment  of  a  fishing  veaMl  "^ 
the  period  of  four  months,  and  leaves  no  discrebooti 
be  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  customs.  Il « i^ 
larly  licensed  fishing  vessel  is  lost,  or  "blpwreckeo^ 
any  time  within  the  four  months,  as  the  law  ^^^^^ 
the  boun^  cannot  be  pcuds^  The  oopmitf 
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HbaB  as  a  hardship  upon  the  fidieniMp,  and  the  owners  of 
fishing  vessels.  It  would  certainly  be  an  equitable  ar- 
rangement to  allow  them  to  receive  such  proportion  of  the 
bounty,  as  the  time  employed,  previous  to  the  loss  of  the 
Teasel,  might  bear  to  the  four  months ;  and  where  the 
Teasel  should  be  entirely  lost,  with  the  crew,  it  would 
be  only  a  fair  and  just  encouragement  to  the  cod  fish- 
ery, if  the  full  bounty  was  paid ;  and  such  a  provision 
coald  not  be  considered  as  operating  injuriously  to  the 
reTenue,  as  the  bounty  is  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  draw- 
back to  which  the  salt  used  in  curing  fish  would  be  en- 
titled, upon  its  exportation  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  however,  are  not  permitted  to  vary 
the  law  to  suit  each  individual  case.  A  mere  infor- 
mmlity,  unintentionally  committed,  might  sometimes 
be  dispensed  with ;  but,  where  the  principal  provision 
oi  the  law  is  not  complied  with,  there  can  be  no  rea- 
son to  induce  Conssnm  to  fluctuate  in  its  decisions,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  applications  or  views  of  individ- 
vals,  who  may  feel  themselves  ii\jured. 

Under  all  Uie  circumstances  stated  in  this  case,  (al- 
tbough  the  committee  are  fully  sensible  that  the  loss 
fidb  peculiarly  hard  on  the  petitioner,)  they  are  of  the 
opinion  that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  aUow  the  bounty  asked  for  by  the  petitioner ; 
so-d  therefore  recommend,  that  he  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition,  and  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 


Saturday,  March  29. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fifth  iostant,  presented,  ac- 
cordiDe  to  order  a  bill  concelmiD^  the  public 
^rrouods  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
iDgton,  ID  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Mondav  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  tne  Committee  appointed 
on  the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  author- 
iziog  the  proprietors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  to  have  the^^me  subdi?ided 
and  admitted  to  record ;  which  was  rend  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
tb^  twenty-third  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
extend  Jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Terri- 
torial Courts ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
XDiited  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
"was  committed  on  the  eighteenth  instant,  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  or  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
Oovernments,  and  for  other  purposes;''  which 
"was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tne  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the 
eigbceeoth  instant,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ad- 

i'ufiroent  of  the  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  .of 
lichigao,  and  for  other  po'.poses. 

PETITION  OF  JoWajJ  H.  WEBB. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Cornmittee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah  H. 
Webb|  made  the  foUowiog  report : 


The  petitioner,  while  employed  in  carrying  the  maO 
of  the  United  States  in  August  last,  from  Coweta  to 
Fort  Stoddert,  was  shot  through  the  body  by  some  per- 
son unknown.  He  is  now  in  a  languishing  condition^ 
under  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Stod- 
dert, destitute  of  the  means  of  present  subsistence ;  and, 
from  the  nature  of  the  wound,  it  is  not  probable  he 
will  be  able  to  provide  for  his  future  support. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  addressed  to 
the  Committee,  and  accompanying  this  report,  confirms 
the  foregoing  statement,  and  recommends  the  petition- 
er's case  to  the  humane  provision  of  Congpress.  And 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  petitioneir  is  now  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  no  regu- 
lations are  yet  adopted  for  the  support  of  the  poor ;  that 
he  is  Alder  the  immediate  charge  of  an  officer  of  the 
Grovemment,  who  must  either  permit  the  petitioner  to 
suffer  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  or  maintain 
him  at  his  own  private  expense,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  National  Legislature  to  extend 
its  aid  to  an  individual  thus  circumstanced. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  relief  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  to  the  petitioner,  your  Committee  are  not 
yet  fully  advised ;  at  present  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  House  the  followmg  general  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
uant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Newton  alluded  to  the  fate  experienced 
yesterday  by  the  resolution  declario^r  tne  tenure 
of  a  seat  m  the  House  incompatible  with  the  hold- 
ing a  contract  under  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  From  the  fate  experienced  by  this 
resolution,  he  said  he  was  induced  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  he  consid- 
ered as  of  great  importance.  He  said  he  would 
wish  to  see  an  American  Consrress  composed  of 
very  different  materials  from  a  British  Parliament. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  contractors  on  that  floor. 
When  the  Members  of  that  House  came  to  per^ 
form  the  duties  of  the  people,  they  should  pass 
themselves  into  oblivion.  No  suspicion  ought  to 
attach  to  them.  To  preserve  the  cnaracter  of  the 
Representative  body  from  reproach,  he  had  pre- 
pared an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which 
he  would  submit  to  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

**  That  no  person,  holding  a  contract  under  the  GUiv* 
emment  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly  participate  in  the  emoluments  of  such  con- 
tract, shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion, also  to  amend  the  Constitution.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  districting  the  several  States,  for 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident by  the  people. 

He  said  he  had  had  the  resolution  for  some  time 
in  his  drawer,  waiting  for  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  bring  the  subject  forward.  He  would  not  say 
that  the  present  was  the  auspicious  moment  to 
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eall  the  attentroti  of  Congress  and  the  nttion  to, 
alter  that  sacred  instrument,  for  he  beliered  it 
ODght  not  to  be  approached  with  innovations,  btit 
for  strong  and  cogent  reasons ;  nor  then,  onl^r  when 
the  public  mind  was  free  from  collision,  and  un- 
embarrassed with  other  questions  of  great  nation- 
al policy.  However,  as  several  propositions  for 
amendments  were  before  them,  if  they  were  called 
upon  at  this  time  to  consider  any,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  which 
experience  had  proved  to  be  really  necetsary  and 
proper. 

The  object  of  districting  the  State^  and  vesting 
the  ehoiee  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres* 
ident  io  the  people,  was  one  which  he  bad  fre- 
quently urged  and  advocated  in  the  LegisUKure  of 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent, under  the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands, 
which  left  it  optioiral  with  the  State  Legislature, 
either  to  appoint  the  Electors  themselves,  or  to  rest 
their  election  with  the  people  at  large.  Indeed, 
he  said,  he  always  did  think,  and  still  thought, 
that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  by  the 
people,  and  that,  too,  in  an  uniform  mode  through- 
out the  United  States.  This,  he  considered  the 
only  proper  way  to  obtain  a  fair  expression  of  the 
public  will  in  the  choice  of  this  highly  respt)nsible 
officer ;  and  in  order  to  have  this  subject  before  the 
House,  he  would  submit  the  foUowiog  resolution  : 

*^  That  the  State  Legislotores  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
divide  each  State  into  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Senators  and  Representatives  frora  each  State, 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  shall  direct 
the  mode  of  choosing  an  Elector  of  President  and 
Viee  President  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  who  shall 
be  chosen  by  citisens  having  the  qualifications  requisite 
isr  eleetors  ot  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State 
Legtslatare,  and  that  the  districts  so  to  be  coaatituted, 
■hall  consist,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  contiguous  terri- 
tery,  and  of  proportion  of  population*  except  where 
there  may  be  any  detached  portion  of  territory,  not  of 
itself  saflSdent  to  form  a  district,  which  shall  then  be 
annexed  to  some  other  portion  nearest  tiiereto ;  which 
districts,  when  so  divid^  shall  remain  uaalterable  uo^ 
til  a  new  census  of  the  United  States  shall  be  taken." 

Xiaid  on  the  table. 

FOREIGN  AOORBSSIONa 
Mr.  Dana. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  well  known,  sir, 
how  highly  the  public  expectation  has  been  ex- 
cited with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 
Before  we  •sstfabUd  in  this  |»l»ee  there  existed  a 
stroag  seBtiment  of  indignation,  in  eonsequeoee 
of  tfa^  injuries  and  indignities  accumulated  upon 
the  United  States.  The  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's communication  to  Congress  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  corresponded  to  this  tone  of  the 
public  mind.  The  sentiment  has  been  decidedly 
manifested  in  the  memorials  laid  before  Congress 
from  different  parts  of  the  Union.  The  frequency 
of  our  deliberations  in  conclave,  the  speeches  de- 
livered in  public,  the  conversations  of  gentlemen 
without  the  bar,  all  might  be  mentioned  as  evin 
civeof  the  general  conviction^  that  the  state  of 
public  affairs  imperiously  required  something  to 
be  done;  eomethiBg  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of 


oar  peculiar  aitoation ;  aomething  worthy  of  the 
moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the  wisdom,  whiek 
should  charactence  the  Representatives  of  a  free, 
enlighteced,  and  magnanimous  people. 

From  the  interesting  nature  and  magnitadeof 
the  subjects  on  which  the  President  has  given  ns 
information;  from  the  general  character  of  the 
measures  which  he  has  officially  recommeodrd  Co 
our  consideration,  a  serious  weight  of  responsi- 
bility has  been  devolved  upon  this  House;  and 
an  ample  portion  of  it,  in  my  apprehension,  ka» 
rested  on  those  members  upon  whom  the  ooaom' 
meat  of  buainess  haa  been  more  especially  d^ 
volved  io  the  course  of  political  events,  and  bf 
the  peeuliar  eircumstaaoes  of  the  time.  Tkeft»> 
sion  has  now  continued  for  more  than  siileai 
weeks.  During  this  time  the  gentlemen  havfkid 
opportunity  to  present  for  o«r  oonsideratioB  nek 
measures  as  they  have  thouffht  proper  for  libff- 
ating  the  country  from  evHs  which  arc  expe 
rienced,  and  for  guarding  it  against  such  as  ire  to 
be  apprehended.  After  all  the  patience  of  expee- 
tation,  during  so  long  a  period,  in  waiting  fortbe 
gentlemen  to  develope  whatever  of  system  thcjr 
may  have  formed  or  adopted  for  the  public  wel- 
fare, I  hope  it  will  not  be  judged  improper  if  I 
now  request  your  attention  to  some  of  the  subjects 
which  have  not  been  considered  in  the  House, 
although  they  are  mentioned  in  the  Presideot's 
communication,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  imme- 
diately interesting  than  others,  about  which  there 
has  been  so  much  said  in  the  form  of  pnblic 
debate. 

With  the  exception  of  the  reference  to  ti&in 
with  several  Indian  tribes,  and  the  measures  for 
exploring  certain  parts  of  the  interior  of  this  con- 
tinent, the  communication  of  the  President  ijno- 
cipally  regards  our  foreign  relations.  He  gi|^ 
us  information  of  the  state  of  afi&irs  wiih  the 
Powers  of  Barbary;  but  no  difficulties  on  thai 
coast  are  mentioned  as  requiring  the  parncular 
attention  of  Cons^ress.  The  prominent  topics  are 
our  relations  with  some  of  the  greater  Powers  of 
Europe.  With  them  we  have  questions  of  seri- 
ous moment. 

We  have  controversies,  nominally,  with  SpiiD> 
on  account  of  territorial  claims  and  aggr«JJ?!j 
and  for  spoliations  during  the  former  war.  Wiui 
respect  to  these,  we  have  done  nothing  in  poWic 
Of  what  has  been  done  in  secret,  I  abstain  from 
speaking,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  his  not 
yet  consented  to  remove  the  veil  which  hides  we 
proceedings  in  conclave^  from  the  eyes  of  "*^ 
people.  .    . 

Between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  iwit 
are  serious  questions  relative  to  the  imprcssmeo* 
of  seamen,  and  the  trade  with  colonies  of  her  eD^ 
mies.  With  a  view  to  these  questions  '^c  "*^ 
had  various  propositions  before  us,  and  the  Hou« 
has  adopted  such  as  undoubtedly  seemed  to  m 
majority  most  advisabt?*  . 

But  among  all  thr  pr^ositions  and  resolutioos 
which  have  been  Mkl  ^n  your  table,  not  one  Ms 
contained  any^  provision  relative  to  some  of  loe 
grossest  outrages  mentioned  in  the  P'^"^ 
Message  j  outrages  committed  by  persoai  unocr 
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the  flags  of  varioas  belligerent  Powers,  the  British, 
the  French,  the  Spanish.  I  speak  of  outrages  at 
the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  on  our  coasts,  and  in 
the  West  Indies : 

''Our  ooaBts  have  been  infested,  and  onr  harbors 
watched  by  private  armed  vesfiels,  some  of  them  with- 
out commisaons,  some  with  illegal  commissions,  others 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts 
beyond  the  authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have 
captured,  in  the  vefy  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well 
as  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
eoming  to  trade  witii  us,  but  our  own  also.  They  have 
carried  them  ofl^  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication ; 
hot,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they 
hmTo  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  ob- 
■cmre  places  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
them,  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them,  in 
boats  in  the  open  sea  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food 
or  covering.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  un- 
reached by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  6ur  own 
seas ;  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  desoriptions  found 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Gulf 
stream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pirates. 

*«The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and 
harbors,  under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
cairied  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  our  commerce." 

Such  IS  the  language  of  the  President.  Some 
redress  for  these  enormities  is  demanded  by  a  re- 
sard  to  national  honor,  justice,  interest,  humanity. 
What  redress  is  provided?  On  this  subject  the 
ffentlemen  have  done  nothing,  proposed  nothing, 
doubtless  because  their  faculties  have  been  so 
maeh  absorbed  in  other  considerations  which 
thev  deemed  important. 

On  examining  the  documents  before  the  House, 
the  injuries,  the  insults,  the  barbarities,  which  are 
mentioned  by  the  President  in  general  terms,  will 
be  seen  to  have  been  too  fully  realized  in  detail. 
You  have  decisive  proof  of  the  atrocious  practices 
in  the  West  Indies.  Permit  me  to  turn  your  at- 
tention but  to  a  single  page  of  the  official  docu- 
ments. In  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  1805,  from 
Mr.  Blakely,  our  Consul  at  St.  Jago,  in  Cuba,  we 
hare  thb  information:  "Since the  last  evacuation 

*  of  Hbpaniola,  more  than  one  thousand  American 
'  seamen  have  been  landed  in  this  port,  most  of 

*  them  without  clothes,  and  all  of  them  without 
'  any  possible  means  of  support,  but  such  as  they 

*  receive  from  their  own  Government."  In  an- 
other letter  of  the  1st  of  July,  1805,  he  speaks  in 
these  terms :  *'  The  scene  of  robbery,  destruction, 
'  evasion,  perjury,  cruelty,  and  insult,  to  yrhich 
'  the  Americans,  captured  by  French  pirates,  and 

*  brought  into  this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  nave 
'  been  subjected,  perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in 
'  a  century  past."  Shall  these  sufferings  of  our 
couDtrymen  be  disregarded,  because  the  seamen 
perhaps  were  not  employed  oy  capitalists  engaged 
in  a  trade  carried  on  in  distant  seas,  in  Europe  or 
Asia?  Is  all  the  philanthropic  sensibility  which 
baa  been  professed  in  debate  to  be  confined  exclu- 
siFely  to  seamen  impressed  into  British  service? 
Some  portion  of  it,  1  hope,  will  yet  be  found  for 
OUT  own  countrymen  in  the  West  Indies,  captured, 
robbed  of  their  .property,  loaded  with  indignities, 
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and  abandoned,  in  a  sickly  climate,  in  a  stranse 
land,  without  shelter,  without  clothing,  and  with- 
out means  of  subsistence.  What  can  justify  a 
desertion  of  the  cause  of  our  fellow-citizens  suf- 
fering under  these  infamous  outrages?  With 
these  observations  respecting  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  the  sunerings  of  our  seamen 
in  the  West  Indies,  I  leave  the  subject  /or  the 
present  to  the  reflections  of  gentlemen.  It  is  my 
intention  at  this  time  to  advert  more  particularly 
to  the  conduct  of  belligerent  cruisers  ^ear  our 
ports  and  on  our  coasts. 

Of  the  violations  of  our  neutral  riffhts  by  these 
cruisers,  one  of  the  most  memorable  cases  has 
been  stated  in  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina. 
On  casting  an  eye  over  the  meteorial,  I  find  it 
supported  bv  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
South  Carolina  Insurance  Compan^r,  with  a  long 
list  of  names,  which,  as  I  am  well  informed,  are 
among  the  most  respectable  in  Charleston,  com- 
prehending merchants,  and  planters,  and  profes- 
sional gentlemen.  Without  stating  the  whole  of 
the  memorial,  I  will  now  mention  only  certain 
parts  of  it  as  being  more  immediately  applicable. 
This  is  the  language : 

**  Your  memorialists  are  deeply  afifected  by  the  recent 
capture,  at  the  very  entrance  of  this  port,  of  the  Ameri- 
can ship  Two  Friends,  by  a  French  privateer.  This 
event  has  excited  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  the 
strongest  sensations,  not  only  because  the  ship  was 
captured  without  any  color  of  pretence,  within  sight 
of  land,  but  because  she  is  our  only  regular  London 
trader,  and  had  on  board  a  full  supply  of  spring  and 
summer  goods. 

<*  This  most  eitraordinaiy  capture  has  already  been 
followed  by  events  no  less  alarming ;  our  harbor  being 
at  this  moment  completely  blockaded  by  three  French 
privateers. 

*'  These  just  alarms  and  apprehensions  of  your  me- 
morialists are  heightened  by  the  well  known  circum- 
stance of  many  of  the  cruisers  which  infest  our  shores 
belonging  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  and  Barracoa ;  in  whidi 
receptacles,  our  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  of  Cuba,  are  instantly 
sold,  without  any  condemnation  whatever,  or  even  the 
formality  of  a  trial,  thereby  precluding  every  future 
possibili^  of  redress. 

"  Your  memorialists  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion 
to  notice  a  late  decision  of  the  district  court  within 
this  State,  grounded  on  an  act  of  Congress,  whereby 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ia  lim- 
ited to  the  short  distance  of  three  miles,  or  a  marine 
league,  firom  the  coasts  or  shores,  which,  by  the  said 
court,  is  construed  to  mean  three  miles  from  the  land ; 
consequently,  the  middle  channel  of  our  bar,  being 
more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land,  is 
pronounced  by  judicial  authori^  to  be  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  the  very  entrance  of 
our  harbor,  in  full  sight  of  the  city,  where  vessels  are 
frequently  obliged  to  anchor,  while  waiting  for  a  tide> 
and  with  a  pilot  on  board,  is,  by  our  own  tribunals,  ac- 
knowledged to  be  without  the  protection  of  our  Gov- 
ernment" 

The  seizures  of  merchant  vessels  on  onr  coast, 
and  near  our  ports,  are  mentioned  in  memorials 
from  other  ports  of  the  Union.  We  have  before 
us  complaints  on  this  subject  from  Baltimore 
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Philadelphia,  New  York,  New  Haven,  aod  Salem. 
Indeed,  the  conduct  of  belligerent  cruisers,  in  the 
tracts  of  sea  adjacent  to  our  territories,  has  been  a 
subject  of  general  condemnation.  Persons  who 
have  differed  on  other  topics  have  agreed  on  this. 
This  sentiment  has  been  common  to  people  of  dif- 
ferent professions,  and  classes,  and  parties.  The 
main  (acts  are  notorious.  Near  our  ports,  within 
the  recesses  of  our  coast,  almost  within  our  har- 
bors, belligerent  cruisers  have  watched  for  oppor- 
tunities of  seizing  merchant  vessels  employed  in 
the  trade  of  this  country.  Need  I  mention  the 
indignation  excited  by  the  blockade  of  New  York. 
The  interruption  of  the  commerce  of  that  great 
port  is  well  Known.  British  vessels  of  war  were 
atationed  off  Sandy  Hook.  Among  them,  I  re- 
member the  names  of  the  Leander,  the  Cambrian, 
the  Driver;  there  may  have  been  others,  which  1 
do  not  recollect ;  but  such  particulars  are  not  of 
consequence  in  the jpresejoit  estiniate ;  the  general 
fact  is  sufficient.  By  taking  such  stations,  belli- 
gerent cruisers  have  been  able  to  seize  our  mer- 
chant vessels  on  the  return  voyage  and  carry  them 
in  for  adjudication,  under  pretext  of  being  em- 
ployed in  trading  directly  between  the  parent 
country  and  a  colony  of  the  enemy,  or  of  having 
Tiolated,  in  the  outward  voyage,  some  regulation 
respecting^  contraband  or  blockade.  Mtlltons  of 
property  have  thus  been  exposed  to  seizure,  which 
miffht  otherwise  have  been  added  to  the  comnier- 
ciai  stock  of  our  country,  and  swelled  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.  Such  stations,  too,  have,  afforded 
opportunities  for  the  impressment  of  seamen. 

with  respect  to  these  outrages,  sir,  I  will  not 
iatigue  you  by  professions  of  patriotism ;  nor  will 
I  iikvoke  the  spirit  of  1776;  nor  will  I  declaim 
Ikbout  our  Revolution,  or  about  our  right  to  na^ 
tional  independence.  Such  observations  have  no 
a^oific  bearing  on  the  subject.  In  whajt«ver  de- 
gree it  mav  hive  become  fashionable  to  occupy 
the  time  oi  the  House  in  tbia  manner,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  supposed  to  manifest  any  want  of  re- 
spect to  the  understandings  of  the  House,  if  I 
attend  to  considerations  more  directly  applicable 
to  some  practical  purpose. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
causes  of  these  outrages,  with  the  view  of  providing 
some  effectual  remedy.  One  general  eause  is  to 
be  found  in  the  habitual  rapacity  of  those  who 
cruise  under  the  belligerent  nags.  Bot  we  must 
expect  the  rapacity  to  exist,  whatever  we  may  say 
about  justice  or  generosity.  The  men  who  roam 
the  seas  in  quest  of  prey,  will  not  be  deterred  from 
rapine  and  violence  by  general  declamations.about 
the  principles  of  virtue  or  the  r^hts  of  neutrality. 
]HfhiIe  they  can  seize  their  object  with  ease  and 
io^punity.  Adopt  means  of  prevention,  which 
cut  off  their  hopes  of  success !  These  will  be 
jfowd  more  effectiwl  than  any  vague  profession! 
of  patriotism. 

There  is  another  cause— the  defective  nature 
of  the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  This 
we  mav  reform,  unless  restrained  by  some 
of  the  duties  of  neutrality.  In  June  1794,  was 
passed  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 


States."  You  will  find  it  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  laws.  Originally  the  act  was  temporary  *,  bot, 
after  being  once  continued  in  force  for  a  farther 
term,  it  was  ultimately  made  permanent,  by  aa  act 
passed  in  the  year  1800.  By  the  sixth  secitoa  it 
IS  provided,  that  the  district  courts  shall  tabeeo^ 
nizance  of  complaints,  by  whomsoever  iostilot^ 
in  cases  of  captures  made  within  the  waters  of  tk 
United  States,  or  within  a  maiine  league  of  tk 
coasts  or  shores  thereof.  The  eompreknsiTe 
form  of  expression  assigns  to  the  district  cm^ 
the  cognizance  of  libels  for  damages,  in  cMiof 
capture,  as^  well  as  of  libek  for  restitatioo.  Mn 
this  act  was  passed,  a  <|Qestion  had  eiisle^ 
whether  the  distnot  courts,  as  courts  of  adni- 
ralty,  were  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of 
such  complaints,  even  where  the  captured  prop- 
erty was  within  a  port  of  the  United  Stites, 
and  nothingr  more  than  restitution  was  the  obieet 
of  the  complaint.  The  fact  may  be  asceruineabj 
recurring  to  the  State  papers  of  the  time.  I  pre- 
sume, sir,  it  is  well  recollected  by  yourself.  Tk 
act  of  June,  1793,  terminated  the  question  aboat 
the  judicial  cognizance  of  such  cases^  bat  by  iu 
very  terms  did  not  permit  the  district  ooorU  tt 
extend  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  from  theshoiais 
a  ffreater  distance  than  a  marine  league. 

In  the  case  decided  in  South  Cardina,  and  no- 
ticed in  the  memorial  from  Charleston,  it  woold 
seem,  that  a  considerable  dissatisfaction  h»d  been 
feltii^  consecjuence  of  the  opinion,  judiciiUygi^c/^ 
by  the  district  judge:  and,  if  my  recoUectioa  tf 
not  falkcious,  some  censorious  remarb  were  pub- 
lished in  a  paper  or  papers  of  the  day.  Tbam* 
rious  discontent  should  exist  when  thereryei' 
trance  of  such  a  harbor  as  that  of  CharieMo 
was  officially  pronounced  to  be  without  the  teige 
of  territorial  protection,  ouaht  not  to  exci^iW" 
prise  in  any  reflecting  mind.  There  was  aenotf 
cause  for  inquietude.  But,  if  I  understand  wt 
case,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  ^^^^^!V 
opinion,  that  in  his  construction  of  thekw,  wwd 
marked  the  extent  of  his  authority,  the  deeisKi 
of  the  district  judge  was  correct  And,iwjw 
of  censuring,  we  ought  to  approbate  and  W  ^^ 
honor  that  spirit  of  judicial  tndepeadeoce  fvicb 
pronounces  sentence  according  to  the  existiBflA^t 
however  unacceptable  may  &  the  result  eteo  w 
persons  worthy  of  high  estimation.  If  w  J*^ 
IS  provided  for  cases  of  this  nature,  ti^eitultuij^ 
in  the  district  judge,  but  in  the  existing  law.  ^^ 
evil  is  one  for  which  we  have  the  power  to  «"* 
thorize  a  remedy.  It  belongs  not  to  anf  J«W 
or  court  of  the  United  States  under  thatt*^ 
now  existing;  and,  while  U9  other  pW**?," 
made  by  Congress  wiih  respect  to  the  cxienf  ol  "J^ 
territorial  protection  of  the  United  Slates, iitf  J* 
to  be  expected  that  the  President  will  Msome  tt^ 
responsibility  of  attempting  to  enforce  ^^^J^jZi 
aion  of  the  principle  in  i^iy  case  whatcrer  bey*» 
a  marine  league  from  the  shore. 

Does  our  duty,  a&  a  neutral  Power,  w^J"^  ? 
to  submit  to  this  limitation  in  all  cases?  ^^*J 
ing  to  my  apprehension  of  the  subject,  the  «ci 
June,  1794,  ought  to  be  considered  as o^jfo***^ 
limits  withia  which  this  country  would  r 
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tbe  datiODal  duty  of  protecting  the  interests  of 
ftU  in  friendship  with  as.  It  assomes  a  public  ob- 
ligfttton  in  fator  of  fbreigners  as  well  as  citizens : 
but  the  extent  of  that  obligation  is  not  the  whole 
extent  of  privilege  which  we  may  claim  for  our 
twn  national  interest  and  security,  for  the  saf^- 
gpard  of  our  commCTce,  and  the  supply  of  our 
Trtasnry. 

Among  the  documents  laid  before  Congress.  I 
ftnd  a  letter,  of  the  5th  df  January,  1804,  to  Mr. 
Motuoe^  from  the  Secretary  of  Stat^;  in  this,  there 
is  h  reference  to  the  British  extension  of  territorial 
jprisdiction  to  four  leagtfe^  from  the  shore.  The 
Secretary  observes :    "  This  extension  of  the  Bri- 

•  tisb  law  to  four  leajg^es  from  the  shore  is  infer- 
'  red  froed  an  act  m  Parliament  passed  in  the 

•  jear  1736."  The  fact  of  this  British  extension 
ot  jurisdiction,  I  believe  to  be  unquestionable. 
Aecoiding  to  the  view  which  I  have  entertained 
of  the  subject,  a  jurisdiction  to  this  extent  is  le- 
gftUy  catabliished  m  fmrposes  of  f^fenws,  and  not 
tm  itoe«ttBt  of  any  stipposed  claim  to  the  honors 
4>f  the  flag  wkhin  the  ''narrow  seas."^  One  thing 
at  least  b  certain.  A  Hke  extension  of  jurisdiction 
is  eatttblished  on  the  part  of  a  country  whose  Gov- 
emmeift  maked  no  high  claim  to  honors  of  the 
ihig  within  any  f^eas  contiguous  to  the  territory. 
Allow  ffl<»  sir^  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  act  to 
lei^ate  the  collectioa  of  duties  on  imports  and 
teanage.  By  tbe  ninety-ninth  section,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutters  are  required  to  go  on 
board  of  alt  ships  or  vessels^  whiob  shall  arrive 
wiifaia  four  leagves  of  the  ooast^  if  bound  for  the 
Uaiied  States,  to  seareli  and  examine  the  same; 
juid tonfixand  ptft  properfastentncson  the  hatches, 
ttflul  t»  remntn  on  board  until  they  arrive  at  the 
plaaeof^estiaation.  Thel03dseceio»requireethe 
•aroiiM  cvtters  ami  boa<i^  M  be  distittgaished  by 

•  tfftaraeteridtie  enaign  and  pieitnaiit;  and  in  case 
mf  Mfp  m  vessel  liable  ta  examination  ^hali 
Itttt  brtikg  tOj  on  being  reqnired  or  chased  by  atiy 
ciitter  or  boat  having  displayed  the  pennant  and 
ensign  pn^seribed  for  vesf^eis  in  the  rieVenue  ser* 
irtee,  It  shall  be  lawful  fbr  the  persons  having 
edumiaod  of  such  cxrtter  or  boat  to  fire  at  or  into 
tuttk  Vessels  which  shall  not  bring  to,  after  such 
peanant  and  ensign  shall  be  hoisted,  and  a  gun 
abliti  6aita  been  fired  by  such  cbtter  Or  boav  as  a 
iMagik  Bere  we  see  a  jurisdiction  asserted  by 
the  Uaited  States  to  the  distance  of  four  leag^s 
fftom  tike  eeasti  It  is  exercised  for  the  protection 
of  tkt  national  revenue.  Officers  ini  the  imme- 
diate service  of  the  Gk>vernmeBt,  with  a  body  of 
ttM  eoaitaotly  paid  and  supported  out  of  the 
yrwtocts  of  the  eudtoms,  are  employed  to  enforce 
liie  tew,  and  are  armed  wif h  a  power  to  wound 
or  ii8  those  wha  refiise  to  conform.  Mer- 
altatti  vessels  bound  to  the  Um't^d  States,  within 
Ibar  Jeagues  of  the  coast,  are  to  be  placed  under 
dfeeharge  of  public  offi^er^,  who  are  to  remain 
on  board  until  the  arrival  in  port.  While  the 
t«saei  iathus  under  the  charge  or  the  oflBcer,  within 
Hie  acfoaf  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  will' 
y^Mi  permit  a  foreign  crniser,  within  this  space  of 
sea,  to  bid  defiance  to  your  law.  to  seize  the  vessel 
wklk  foar  etteer  on  board,  aaa  proceed  with  irea- 1 


sel  and  cargo  and  officer  to  a  foreign  pott  for  ad^ 
judication? 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  French 
revolutionary  warfare,  the  captures  made  by  beU 
ligcrent  cruisers  gave  rise  to  inquiries  with  r^ 
spect  to  the  extent  of  the  protective  jurisdictioh 
of  the  United  States.  Amidst  all  the  poHticai 
agitations  of  the  time,  it  became  the  duty  Of  thfe 
Administratioh  to  fix  on  sonie  rule  for  peventin^ 
the  disturbance  of  our  public  peace  by  foreign 
hostilities.  Under  the  existing  circumstances,  it 
was  determined  to  restrict  the  exercise  Of  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  fot  that  time,  to  th6 
least  distance  claimed  on  the  coasts  of  key  nittid^ 
in  any  case.  That  this  was  tbe  fact,  may  b6 
seen  by  examining  the  papers  laid  before  Oon- 
gress  by  the  President  of  the  Uiiited  States,  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1793. 

With  respect  to  the  right  of  territorial  protecf- 
tion  along  the  coasts  of  i,  neutral  Power,  tne  gen- 
eral principle  is  clear.  Ctuestiohs  have  been 
made  about  its  exteiit.  The  right  to  a  reasonable 
distance  it  admittted.  But  this  does  not  distinctly 
sq}ve  the  difficulty.  What  is  a  reasonable  d\^ 
tance? 

If  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  nature  of  our  coast^ 
and  to  our  distance  from  alt  tbe  nations  of  th^ 
civilized  world,  the  general  principle  wbiild  allow 
to  the  United  States  an  ample  extension  of  the 
territorial  Imniunity  front  hostilities.  A  right  of 
protective  jurisdiction  over  some  portion  m  ad- 
jacent sea  is  founded  in  the  general  right  of  a 
neutral  Power  to  provide  for  the  common  safety, 
prosperity,  and  tranijnillity.  It  is  essential  to  the 
neutral  character  oi  a  country.  It  relsults  from 
the  principles  of  the  great  law  of  self-presertaN 
tion.  It  IS  a  necessary  attribute  of  t^ritoHai 
sovereignty.  With  respect  to  the  practical  exer*> 
ctse  of  this  right,  diCrereot  distances  from  the  ^ore 
are  mention^  by  writers  on  public  law.  Wher6 
tlie  coa^t  is  prominent,  as  wet!  as  free  frotfi  ^hoalii, 
the  least  distance  towards  the  mait(  ocean  is  the 
M\  range  of  a  bomb  or  camion  shot,  estimated  lit 
three  geographical  miles,  or  a  marine' leagued  Au- 
thorities might  be  mentioned  in  support  ot  other 
distances;  two  leagues — three  leagues— ^tbe  dfs* 
tance  at  which  ships  may  be  discovered,  and 
from  which  ships  may  disc^rtt  the  land— *the  ex- 
tent of  soundings,  unless  the  coast  be  so  steep  that 
soundings  cannot  be  found  near  the  lafnd,  in  which 
case  the  measure  is  the  r^ath  of  i,  cannon  shot 
supposed  to  be  fired  from  the  shore.  This  opin^ 
ion  was  entertained  by  Yalin,  the  celebrated  comf* 
mentator  on  the  marine  ordinance  of  Prance. 
With  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  idea  Mm 
occurred  of  extending  the  protection  as  far  as  the 
Gulf  Stream.  From  the  President's  commmii- 
cation  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  it 
would  seem  as  if  he  had  some  view  of  this  in 
equipping  a  force  to  cruise  for  pirates  within  the 
limits  of  the  Qolf  Stream  and  to  bring  them  in 
for  triaAt 

Amidist  alt  the  variety  of  authorities  and  opin- 
ions on  this  subject,  the  general  principle  is  not 
in  dispute.  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  benefit  of 
the  prittcipie  cannot  be  equaiiy  enjoyed  if  any 
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8{>eci6c  measure  be  assumed  for  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritorial protection  in  all  cases.  In  a  case  where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  where  the  passage  into  the 
harbor  is  free  from  obstructions  or  hazard,  and 
where  the  harbor  is  so  situated  that  a  vessel  may 
be  in  port  instantly  on  quitting  the  open  space  of 
the  main  ocean,  the  distance  of  a  marine  league 
from  the  shore  may  afford  ample  immunity  to  the 
navigation  of  such  neutral  port.  But  the  case  is 
"materially  different  where  the  entrance  of  a  harbor 
is  rendered  difficult  or  hazardous,  in  consequence 
of  bars  or  shoals  or  other  causes,  where  the  prin- 
ciple of  safety  requires  vessels  en  ployed  in  the 
trade  of  the  port  to  remain  for  any  time  in  a  road 
or  place  of  anchorage  at  a  greater  distance  than  a 
lea|[ue  from  the  shore,  and  to  wait  for  the  wind 
or  tide,  or  pilot,  or  daylight,  or  clear  weather — in 
any  such  case,  if  the  marine  league  is  to  be  the 
uniform  measure  of  territorial  protection,  the  prin- 
ciple would  be  sacrificed  to  the  particular  rule ; 
whereas  every  rule  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  sub- 
servient to  the  principle.  Another  distinction  is 
to  be  made  with  respect  to  ports  and  harbors  sit- 
uate in  curvatures  or  recesses  of  the  coasts,  more 
than  a  league  from  the  open  space  of  the  mtfin 
ocean  ;  any  specific  distance  from  shore,  if  made 
the  uniform  measure  of  protection,  will  not  allow 
to  them  the  degree  of  maritime  securitv  which 
they  mi^ht  fairly  claim  in  comparison  witn  others. 
In  principle,  sir,  the  rule  of  a  marine  league  or 
any  other  precise  measure,  is  applicable  to  coasts 
not  curvedf,  or  to  the  prominent  portions  of  coast. 
Places  of  anchorage,  such  as  I  have  mentioned, 
whether  called  roads  or  roadsteads,  or  however  de- 
nominated, are  to  be  regarded  as  appendages  of 
particular  ports,  and  as  such  are  within  the  pro- 
tective jurisdiction  of  the  country  to  which  they 
belong. 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  protective  juris- 
diction of  a  neutral  Power,  as  a  privilege  which 
may  rightfully  be  claimed  for  securing  the  inte- 
rests of  its  commerce  and  revenue,  the  principle 
admits  an  extension  to  various  distances  from 
shor^  according  to  the  nature  of  the  coasts,  as  di- 
yersined  by  shoals,  bars,  curvatures,  recesses,  head- 
lands, or  small  islands. 

This,  in  effect,  a^ees  with  the  opinions  of  writ- 
en  on  public  law,  m  relation  to  the  neutral  immu- 
nities of  havens,  roads,  j^ulfs,  or  bays. 

In  support  of  the  sentiments  now  suggested  on 
this  subject.  I  do  not  rely  merely  on  the  abstract 
principle  of  right,  or  the  opinions  of  writers  on 

Eublic  law.   In  national  usage,  it  is  already  estab- 
shed,  "that  in  places  where  the  land,  by  its  curve, 

*  forms  a  bay  or  gulf,  we  must  suppose  a  line  to 
'  be  drawn  from  one  point  of  the  enclosing  land  to 

*  the  other,  or  alonff  the  small  islands  which  extend 

*  beyond  the  headlands  of  the  bay,  and  that  the 

*  whole  of  this  bay  or  gulf  is  to  be  considered  as 

*  territorial  sea,"  The  principle  has  been  clearly 
recognised  in  the  practice  of  tne  predominant  ma- 
ritime Power  in  Kurope.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
acted  upon  in  England.  Two  centuries  have 
passed  since  it  was  unquestionably  holden  as  a 
rule  of  conduct  in  that  country.  The  tracts  of  sea 
within  the  recesses  of  the  coasts  are^distinguished 


by  an  appropriate  denomination  ;  they  are  called 
tnechambers.  A  particular  statemeniof  them wts 
returned  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  la  the 
year  1604. 

In  modern  times^  it  has  not  been  usual  for  Eng- 
land to  remain  neutral  during  maritime  wars  in 
Europe.  But  in  the  seventeenth  centurjf  there 
was  a  period  of  such  neutrality ;  when  various  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  King  m  Council,  with  re- 
spect to  alleged  violations  of  the  immunities  of 
having  roads,  or  chambers.  Thejr  are  to  be  foand 
in  the  works  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins.  I  wiO  not 
detain  you  at  this  time  by  reading  those  repom; 
as  the  law  of  the  English  admiralty  on  this  sub- 
ject is  distinctly  stated  in  a  charge  ^iven  at  the 
admiralty  sessions,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  wu 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty.  I  will  read 
those  parts  of  the  charge  to  which  I  refer.  After 
speaking  of  the  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  flag 
upon  the  four  seas,  he  says: 

"  The  next  thing  is  the  right  'of  sanctoaiy  and  nfe 
conduct,  which  the  King  hath,  time  out  of  mind,  exer- 
cised, not  only  in  its  harbors  and  ports,  but  efpedaOj 
in  his  chambers,  that  is  in  those  tracts  of  sea  whicL 
are  between  some  of  the  most  eminent  promontories  « 
points  of  land,  a  straight  imaginary  line  being  dram 
between  them;  for  instance,  between  Flamboroogii 
Head  and  the  Spom,  between  the  North  Foreland  and 
the  South  Foreland,  between  Portland  and  the  Start, 
between  the  Land's  End  and  MUford  ;  these  cfaambnv 
being  so  reputed  time  out  of  mind,  and  so  reUuned  m 
the  year  1604,  about  seventy  years  ago,  bj  jmois  upon 
their  oath,  to  the  eourt  of  admiralty. 

''You  are  therefore  to  inquire  if  any  men  of  wir, 
under  foreign  oommisaions  from  any  of  the  parties  now 
in  war,  do  Ue  hovering  near  any  of  His  Majesty's  porti, 
havens,  or  harbors,  or  dLulking  within  any  of  those  plscai 
called  the  King's  chambers,  in  order  to  surprise  aiff- 
chant  ships  belonging  to  the  King's  friends  and  sOiss, 
and  to  snap  them  as  they  are  coming  or  gmng  oat  of 
our  ports.  You  are  to  present  such,  if  yoa  know  soj ; 
and  the  King's  Majesty  is  to  be  informed  of  it  oat  of  the 
records  and  presentments  of  this  court ;  that  they  msj 
be  seised  and  arrested,  if  thoy  be  driven  or  do  come  iOf 
or  else  may  be  fetched  in  by  His  Majesty's  ships,  tad 
punished,  as  wilful  violators  of  Uie  treaties  His  MsM 
hath  with  his  neighbors,  and  as  malicious  disturberi  of 
our  trade." 

This  authority  is  full  and  decisive.  Po»W!|* 
may  be  questioned,  as  beinff  of  ancient  date.  Howis 
the  case  in  modern  times  f  To  prove,  sir,  that  the 
same  principle  prevails,  and  is  practically  recog- 
nised as  %,  rule  of  public  law  within  the  pr««nt 
century,  I  may  appjeal  to  the  authority  of  a  person 
distinguished  for  iudicial  talent  and  eloqoen^ 
and  celebrated  by  his  countrymen  as  the  oracle  oi 
maritime  law  in  Europe :  it  is  the  aathority  o» 
Sir  William  Scott,  the  present  Judge  of  the  Hig* 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain.  The  pna- 
ciple  was  brought  mto  view  in  a  case  before  bu> 
in  the  year  1801.  The  case  arose  on  a  captoK 
made  by  a  detachment  from  a  British  8qu>{^ 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.  Ti« 
vessel  was  proceeded  against  for  breach  of  bloci' 
ade.  It  was  claimed  as  having  been  uken  witmo 
the  territorial  protection  of  Prussia,  then  a  neutral 
Pojver?  and  the  claim  was  given  under  authonff 
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of  the  PrussiaD  Minister.  On  the  part  of  the  cap- 
tors it  was  denied  that  the  vessel  was  so  taken. 
Sir  William  Scott  held  the  claim  not  to  be  es- 
tablished. In  speaking  of  the  place  of  capture,  he 
refers  to  the  principle  respecting  maritime  cham- 
bers, as  being  perfectly  understood  and  admitted. 
With  respect  to  the  place,  he  says,  '^  it  is  quite  open 
'  and  patent  to  the  sea;  there  are  no  headlands  that 
'  shoot  beyond  soas  to  make  what  are  called  cham- 
'  bers ;  no  shores  projecting  extra." 

After  a  principle  of  public  law  has  been  so  fully 
^ecoffoised  in  practice,  on  the  part  of  the  bellige- 
rent rower  which  now  holds  the  decided  superi- 
ority on  the  ocean,  I  chink,  sir,  we  may  fairly  claim 
the  benefit  of  it  for  our  country  against  the  cruisers 
of  that  and  every  other  maritime  Power. 

On  this  subject,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. Immunity  from  hostilities  may  be  claimed 
to  the  distance  of  a  marine  league  from  shore,  in 
any  case,  however  bold  or  prominent  the  coast. 
To  this  the  dbtrict  courts  have  cognizance  of  com- 
plaints. Beyond  this,  it  is  at  our  option  to  extend 
jprotection  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
*  over  the  roads  or  places  of  anchorage,  and  over 
the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal  headlands. 
This  is  a  privilege  appertaining  to  our  territorial 
sovereignty.  It  may  be  exercised  without  infrin- 
ging the  rights  of  any  belligerent  Power :  it  is  ev- 
identiy  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

To  enjoy  this  benefit,  some  legislative  provision 
18  requisite ;  there  must  be  some  amendment  of 
the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  Without 
altering  the  act  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  dis- 
trict courts,  perhaps  the  main  object  might  be  at- 
tsined  by  vesting  a  discretionary  authority  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  Oovernment.  It  has  been 
supposed  that  the  repetition  of  outrages,  such  as 
have  lately  been  experienced  near  our  ports  and 
on  our  coasts,  might  be  essentially  checked,  if  not 
wholly  prevented,  by  giving  effect  to  some  le^jis- 
lative  provision,  which  would  require  no  addition 
to  the  national  expenditure,  no  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  beyond  what 
may  be  judged  proper  for  a  Peace  Establishment. 
The  Executive  might  have  a  discretionary  author- 
ity  to  be  exercised  for  the  safeguard  of  merchant 
Teasels  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  this  purpose  might  be  empowered  to  inter* 
diet  captures  within  the  roads  or  spaces  and  pre- 
cincts which  have  been  mentioned. 

Whether  these  sentiments  are  approved  in  their 
full  extent  or  not,  the  House,  I  trust,  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  agreeing,  that  the  subject  is  of  such 
importance  as  to  deserve  the  examination  ofacom- 
mitlee,  who  may  present  some  provision  in  a  de- 
tailed form.  For  the  purpose  of  having  this  ex- 
amination, I  propose  that  the  following  resolution 
be  adopted  by  the  House : 

JUtohedy  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
^  00  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  aggressions  committed  on  our 
coasts  by  foreign  armed  Teasels,  to  the  defence  of  our 
porta  and  harb(»8,the  building  of  seventy-four-gon  ships, 
and  preventing  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
vidliBg  by  law  for  the  further  safeguard  oif  merchant  ve»- 


aels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  Statoi,  and  to  leport 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Carried  without  division. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in* 
forming  the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  ^Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee*" 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time-*- 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said,  he  should  not,  on  this  oc- 
casion, ^0  into  an  examination  of  the  principles 
of  the  bilL  as  they  were  well  understood  by  the 
House.  They  went  to  practise  one  of  the  gross- 
est iinpositions  he  had  ever  ^nown.  In  order  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  stain  on  the  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  nation,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  from  the 
Chair,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  V^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  determined 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Kelly  saidj  it  had  been  remarked  that  the 
principles  of  the  bill  were  well  understood  by  all 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  could  only  an- 
swer for  himself,  that  he  was  not  well  acquainted 
with  those  principles.  The  subject  had  been,  it 
is  true,  discussed  in  a  former  dongress ;  but  he 
had  not  then  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  the  floor. 
He  had,  in  truth,  formed  no  decided  opinion  on 
the  subject.  He  was  not,  therefore,  at  present 
prepared  to  vote  for  rejecting  the  bill.  He  hoped 
It  would  be  suffered  to  take  the  common  course  of 
other  bills,  the  more  particularly  as  it  h^d  receiv- 
ed the  approbation  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  ought  to  be  treated  with  becomr 
log  respect.  He  trusted  a  short  postponement  of 
the  bill  would  take  place,  and  that  its  merits 
would  then  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Clark  observed  that,  if  gentlemen  attend- 
ed to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  every  mind  would 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  rejecting  it ;  a  similar 
bill  to  which  would  not,  he  believed,  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  any  body  ;  a  bill  which  had 
no  specific  object.  He  did  not  know  which  most 
to  admire,  its  insidious  tendency  or  its  absurdity. 
It  declares: 

'*  That,  it,  on  or  before  tiie  first  day  of  Jannanr  next» 
such  sufficient  releasee  as  aforesaid  shall  be  lodged  ia 
the  said  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  shall  re- 
lease to  the  United  States  and  shall  diicharge  all  daiae 
to  the  said  lands,  which  have  been  exhibited  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  or  which 
may  be  exhibited  and  recorded  agreeably  to  the  previa* 
ions  of  this  act.  Congress  will  make  provision  by  law 
for  the  indemnification  of  such  claimants." 

What  is  the  bill  for  ?  What  is  its  object  1  It 
only  enables  Congress  hereafter  to  pass  a  law;  it 
only  declares  that,  on  the  event  of  certain  things 
happening.  Congress  will  pass  a  law.  But  wiU 
this  oblige  Congress  to  pass  a  law  ?  Do  your 
seven  vorames  of  laws  furnish  a  single  instance 
of  Congress  declaring  that  they  wui  hereaAer 
pass  a  law? 
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AjB^aiB :  The  first  seotion  declares  that,  "  a  law 
shall  not  be  passed,  except  in  case  of  a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  all  claims  to  the  United  States." 
Now,  there  may  be  infants,  feme  coverts,  and  per- 
aoqs  insaqe,  who  cannot  make  such  release.  How, 
then,  is  it  possible  for  this  provision  of  the  law  to 
be  carried  into  efiect?  Shall  the  rights  of  these 
persons  remain  unprovided  for  ?  I  see,  said  Mr. 
O.^  no  other  view  in  the  passage  of  this  bill  than 
th|8.  Those  who  have  framed  it  are  afraid  to  face 
the  questidn  ;  they  are  ashamed  to  meet  it.  This 
is  nothing  more  than  an  entering  wedge,  to 
strengthen  the  force  of  the  claims,  by  getting  the 
Goverpment  to  pledge  itself  to  certain  acts. 
These  n^en  will  then  soon  tell  you,  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  record  tfieir  claims;  that  their 
agents  have  been  obliged  to  attend  your  Depart- 
ments, to  receive  propositions  of  coo^promise.  Let 
this  act  pass,  and  |^ou  will  add  an  ounce,  a  penny- 
weight, to  the  weight  of  that  testimony  by  which 
they  ultimately  expect  to  establish  their  claim. 
The  bill  in  itself  amounts  to  nothing.  But  pass 
if  even  in  this  harmless  form,  they  will  come  for- 
wi^rd  at  the  next  session,  and  say  you  are  pledged 
t«f  do  something.  There  can  be  no  other  view, 
in  this  bill,  and  it  is  a  view  which,  I  think,  it  be- 
comes the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  House  decis- 
ivelv  to  reject. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  say  anything 
as  to,  the  merits  of  this  bill.  He  rose  merely  to 
observe,  that  a  bill,  in  all  respects  similar,  had 
been  on  their  tfibles  for  twenty  di^ys.  He  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Greoq  said,  the  gentleman  from  Vireinia 
bad  stated,  in  some  measure,  the  reasons  wnich 
woqld  induce  him  to  vote  fo?  the  rejection  of  the 
bHl.  The  bill  must  be  considered  as  holding  out 
9i>me  encouragement  to  these  people.  He  had 
always  thousht  it  best  to  meet  the  question  at 
once  \  for  wEieh  purpose  he  had,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  brought  forward  a  resolution, 
"ifhich  he  had,  however,  been  so  unfortunate  as 
never  to  have  gotten  up.  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  rejected ;  and,  if  the  bill  were  taken  up.  that  it 
would  be  on  the  resolution.  This  was  a  bill,  not 
makins  any  provision.  I^ut  only  telling  these  peo- 
ple to  bring  forward  their  claim. 
■  Mr.  Cook  hoped  the  question  would  not  be 
token  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  heretofore  held 
mtts  in  ^  House)  are  not  adequate  so  instanta- 
neously to  judge  of  its  merits.  For  himself  he 
bad  formed  Do  decided  opinion.  He  was  willing 
to  give  his  vote  as  the  light  received  from  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  should  lead  him.  He 
was  against  precipitatipfi:  a  decision,  which  would 
flot  be  treating  the  other  branch  with  proper 
decorum. 

Mr.  Spalding  called  for  the  reading  of  that 
mle  of  the  House,  which  prohibits  a  member  from 
-voting  oo  a  question  in  which  he  is  personally 
intereated. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORODQH  said  he  was  precisdv  in 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
&ia,  (Mr.  Ksllt.)    Be  had  never  iavettigated 


the  subject,  and  the  only  opinion  be  had  formei 
had  been  on  prejudice.  Such  opinion  as  be  did 
entertain  was  hostile  to  the  Yazoo  claims;  bot 
he  was  against  precipitate  measures.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideratioa 
of  the  bill  to  Monday. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  not  ia 
order. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROi^GH  sald,  he  must  then  rcqwit 
to  be  excused  from  voting- 
Mr.  J.  Ranuolph. — I  hope  the  bill  will  k  t^ 
jected.  I  have  a  very  great  respect  for  a  fuUaid 
fair  discussion  of  everyr  question  brouffht  beforo 
this  Assembly.  But  this  is  the  third,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  be  wrong  in  sayiog  it  is 
the  fourth  session  since  this  business  has  been 
pending  before  Congress.  I  believe  that  the  le- 
port  of  the  Commissioners  has  been  fainted  iviee, 
if  not  three  times,  for  the  information  of  mem- 
bers. This  bill,  we  are  told,  has  been  teriaif 
twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But,  had  it  cone  be^ 
fore  the  House  but  twenty  rotnotes  aeo,wheDW» 
adyert  to  the  history  of  the  business.  1  am  williat 
and  anxious  to  give  it  a  positive  and  prompt  nr 
jeotion.  My  memory  is  unfoi tunatelf  bad.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  recollect  when  this  sul^ect,  so  wtH 
denominated  the  Yazoo  subject,  was  first  ^oi^t 
into  this  House.  1  know,  however,  it  wu  «re- 
ral  sessions  ago,  and  I  recollect  that  it  wasiCtm* 
ed  with  some  peculiar  circnmatances.  IrceoOeet 
that,  iaaportont  as  the  subject  wasi  the  diaeoitioi 
was  smothered  at  the  outaet ;  and  wbeQ  I  takeia^ 
consideration  that  suppression  of  the  dis<?09Bi€t, 
with  other  facts  in  mj  own  knowledge,  there i>h^ 
stron|»st  prtana  fdcie  evidence  that  >*  ^^  ^ 
aignedly  smothered,*    But  it  may  be  said  that  tw 


•  This  unfounded  imiuiuation  has  been  "h^^J' 'J! 
former  occasion^  abundantly  repelled*  We  ihsll  twt 
it  on  this  occasion,  as  we  did  then,  by  a  repuWi«tK» 
of  the  &ct8  then  offered,  in  full  confidence  ^"J 
public  opinion  will  be  just  and  nnprejudiced.  The  Mr 
lowing  18  the  statement  which  was  thengirea: 

«  At  Ac  last  session  of  Congrew  the  Georgi»di»' 
were  taken  mto  consideration  by  the  House  ^^^^ 
senUtives  on  the  7th  day  of  Febniaiy.  A*  *J*2. 
the  editor  reported  the  debates,  and  wu  at^J 
The  diBCussion  whidi  took  place  was  ^^'V^x!^ 
tory  and  unimportant,  principally  mvolting  •w^ 
and  excluding  any  int^esting  principle.  Th«  *!I^I1^ 
days,  he  was  absent  from  Uie  House.  ^.  *\S^ 
was  occasioned  by  a  severe  indisposition,  ^r^ 
probably,  of  excessive  occupation.  This  ^."^ JVj  J 
at  the  tune,  cause  of  but  litUe  regret,  as  his  "^CTbe 
was  that  the  diBcussion,  in  its  progress,  ^rj^ju^j 
equally  unlntcrcstmg.  He  had  not  the  least  »^^ 
it  was  intended  to  contest  the  principles  o'*^*"^^ 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  Commisskmcrs.  *»  ^ 
he  was  mistaken.  It  so  happened  that,  <>"  *^  ^ 
days,  those  principles  were  wamdy  contested.  ^^^ 
hot  day  of  the  debate,  he  attended;  hot  the  4»*^ 
delivered  being  altogether  rqrfioatoiy  to^  ^^"'rg^ 
ously  pronounced,  he  did  not  aeport  *"•■•:,  ^^g^ 
standing,  a  few  days  after,  that  it  waa  the  "^ ^^  ^ 
eial  members  that  the  most  promineatparts  ei  ^ 
bate  should  be  given  to  the  public,  he  ^^°^^  j^a^ 
Ungnees  to  publish  them,  poovided  that  9^^f~?L0fl^ 
•abolhaidsaoould  be  obtauM^thattbei^**^^ 
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suppression  of  that  discossioD  ought  to  render  it 
more  proper  to  discuss  the  bill  ^fore  you.  Od 
the  contrary,  the  act  of  suppression,  three  or  four 
years  ago,  drew  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the 
sabject,  and  caused  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
er^  to  be  repuUished,  I  believe,  in  every  newspa- 
per in  America. 

Now,  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  this 
bosiness,  after  having  received  the  attention  of 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  aod  after  having 
teen  slurred  over  by  the  other?  I  believe  it  would 
require  no  nrophet  to  pronounce  on  the  event.  I 
have  heard  or  a  eer tain  machine,  which  always 
gains  and  never  loses — a  machine,  which  plain 
inragooers  call  a  shuffling  stick.  Every  step  it 
^ts  up  hill  is  sure,  although  the  horse  be  restive, 
or  the  wagon  be  loaded  too  heavily,  or  the  driver 
be  incapable — still  it  cannot  j^o  back  a^in. 

J  am  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  lor  another 
reason.  This  bill  may  be  called  the  Omega,  the 
last  letter  of  the  political  alphabet ;  but,  witti  me, 
it  18  the  Alpha ;  it  is  the  head  of  the  divisions 
among  the  republican  party  ;  it  is  the  secret  and 
corvert  cause  of  the  whole.  This  is  the  subject 
which  has  been  shoved  off  from  day  to  day,  mere- 
It  that  we  might  fet  something  from  the  other 
House,  where  its  friends  were  more  numerous. 
Tes,a  union  hAs  been  formed  between  Cape  Ann 
aud  Marbtehead,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  a  union  of 
the  Bast  with  the  West,  which  makes  gentlemen 
more  touchy  and  jealous  of  one  Acre  of  this  terri- 
tory than  of  all  the  real  hmd  of  the  United  States. 
This  has  been  seen,  and  the  nation  is  sold.  1 
say,  quo  adhosot  wo»,  the  nation  is  sold.    We 


iapedbcty  might  be  impartial,  He  went  farther,  and 
actaally  applied  to  a  member  who  had  taken  aconsptc- 
ODva  put  in  the  debate  for  a  sketch  of  his  remarks, 
whMi  he  declined  giving. 

^  At  a  subsequent  penod  of  the  searion,  the  debate 
was  resumed  on  Mr.  J.  Randolph's  resolutions,  l^he 
whole  of  this  debate  was  given  m  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, at  great  length.  On  recurring  to  a  file  of 
Uiat  paper,  it  will  be  seen,  that  this  debate  occupies 
Ibrty  oolomns ;  that  the  speeches  in  favor  of  the  claims 
KD  about  eleven,  while  those  against  the  claims  fill 
abont  twenty-three  columns ;  that,  of  the  latter,  the 
speeches  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  about  eight  columns, 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Rodney  about  five,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Thmnas  M.  Randolph  about  nine  columns ;  and  that 
of  the  former  the  only  speeches  of  considerable  length 
are  those  of  Mr.  Lyon,  occupying  about  six  columns, 
amd  of  Mr.  Enstis,  occupying  about  two  odumns. 

^  8o  fitf  from  there  having  been  the  least  indisposi* 
tkm  on  the  part  of  the  editor  to  give  publicity  to  every 
word  said  on  the  Georgia  claims,  it  has  been,  and  still 
is*  to  him,  cause  of  regret,  that  the  above  circurastan- 
ees  occasioned  the  non-appearance  of  the  first  debate. 
He  has  no  interests,  no  prejudices,  or  hiasses,  on  the 
sulgect,  other  than  those  which  flow  firom  a  regard  to 
the  public  good. 

"These  are  the  facts  attending  this  affair.  They 
are  stated  to  remove  error,  and  to  show  that,  in  this 
instance,  as  in  every  other,  the  editor  has  been  guided 
by  principles  of  strict  impartiality  and  justice.  If  he 
knows  himself,  he  would  disdain  to  conduct  a  public 
pjrint  upon  any  othe^rinciples." — Editar  ofNationcU 


have  heard  of  this  thing  two  years  ago,  and  it  hks 
cdme  to  pass.  No  proi)hets  so  true,  as  those  who* 
have  the  means  to  bring  things  to  pass.  The 
Man  of  the  Mountain  is  the  truest  prophet  that 
ever  lived.  He  had  only  to  prophecy,  to  insure 
the  perdition  of  any  man. 

What  is  the  bill  on  which  this  House  is  called  to 
act  or  not  to  acti  If  the  gentleman  will  but  use 
half  the  intelligence  he  manifests  on  other  occa- 
sions, instead  of  asking  to  be  excused  from  giving 
a  vote,  he  will  vote  for  an  instantaneous  rejection 
of  this  bill.  The  facts  are  simply  these :  That 
in  1794  and  1795,  a  project  was  set  on  foot  to  de* 
bauch  and  corrupt  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
and  to  obtain  for^  the  projectors  a  tract  of  coun* 
try  more  extensive  than  any  State  in  this  Union, 
and  more  fertile  than  most  of  them;  that  this: 
project  succeeded  ;  that  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia was  bribed ;  that  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  to  be 
eaten  bjr  themselves,  they  transferred  the  birth- 
right of^  their  countrymen.  These  facts  are  in 
proof  to  the  House ;  and  instead  of  a  postpone- 
ment, gentlemen  who  want  information  have 
only  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  records  on  your 
table.  The  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
country  in  question,  embracing  at  the  least  fbrt^ 
millions  of  acres,  was  ^600,0(K).  This  law  exci- 
ted, as  it  ought  to  have  excited,  in  the  people  of 
Gkorgia  one  general  sentiment  of  indignation. 
But  tne  corruption  had  pervaded  and  flooded  and 
overfldwed  every  department  of  the  Qovernment. 
Grants  were  made  out,  and  the  grantees  held  the 
parchment  in  their  hands.  The  people  of  Geor- 
^a  resolved  to  resort  to  first  principles.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  corrupt  law  was  passed  in 
1795.  In  the  subsequent  Spring  the  grand  juries 
of  the  several  counties  maoe  an  unanimous  pro- 
test against  its  passage ;  the  succeeding  Legisla- 
ture repealed  it,  burnt  the  parchment,  and  ^- 
posed  its  authors.  And  what  are  we  now  about 
to  do?  Will  we,  after  following  an  illustrious 
patriot  to  his  ^ve,  sully  the  fairest  page  in  his 
history  by  giving  a  sanction  to  this  measure? 
The  people  will  say  you  are  mere  mummers,  act- 
ors that  put  on  false  garments  for  <l  particular 
occasion^  and  the  moment  aAer  return  io  your 
original  insignificance.  The  law  was  burnt — it 
was  expuneed  from  the  records  of  the  State,  and 
the  rescinding  act  incorporated  in  a  subsequent 
constitution  made  by  the  people.  But  the  grant- 
ees under  the  first  act — under  the  corrupt  act- 
had  their  post-horses  and  runners  ready,  who  flew 
to  the  East  and  the  West^  the  North  and  the 
South,  and  made  sale  of  their  grants.  To  whom 
did  they  sell?  To  persons  apprized  of  the  origi- 
nal invalidity  of  the  act.  But  if  they  did  not, 
does  that  change  the  question?  Who  are  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  ?  The  delegates  of  the 
people  of  Georgia,  who  were  the  sovereigns  of 
the  several  States  before  the  Revolution  ?  The 
representatives  of  the  Crown.  I  will  ask  yon 
then  if  one  of  these  men  had  proceeded  to  give 
away  the  country,  whether  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  would  not  have  set  aside  the  mnt?  They 
would.  Subsequently  to  this,  the  United  States 
received  from  the  State  of  Georgia  a  grant  of 
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ihe  coantry  in  question,  and  of  other  country  not 
an  question.  In  receiving  this  grant,  they  ac- 
Icnowledged  the  validity  of  the  rescinding  act  of 
Georgia.  The  United  States  when  thejr  received 
the  grant  were  apprized  of  the  preceding  trans- 
fers, and  the  acceptance  of  the  country  from  Geor- 
gia is  unequivocal  evidence  of  their  opinion  that 
the  original  act  of  1795  was  null  and  void.  But 
in  a  country  so  extensive  as  this,  in  which  some 
settlements  had  been  previously  made  under  Brit- 
ish, Spanish,  and  other  grants,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  than  those  of  1795,  it  will  be  readily  be- 
lieved there  were  many  antagonizing  claims  for 
land.  When,  therefore,  the  United  States  re- 
•ceived  the  country  from  Georgia,  they  entered 
into  a  compact  with  Georgia,  or^btained  permis- 
:8ion  from  tier,  to  give  land  not  exceeding  five 
millions,  to  satisfy  claims  not  provided  for  m  the 
•original  contract  with  her.  Now  the  bill  before 
you  proposes  to  give  this  land  as  far  as  it  goes, 
und  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to 
that  particular  class  of  claimants  whose  preten- 
sions arise  under  the  act  of  1795.  These  claims, 
under  the  act  of  1795,  are  the  last  class  of  claims 
under  the  State  of  Georgia  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  United  States  are  bound  to  satisfy.  There 
is  another  description  of  claims,  called  the  claims 
of  1789.  And  I  am  very  fflad  the  claims  of  1789 
are  not  included  in  this  bifl,  because  the  joint  in- 
terest of  the  two  classes  might  possibly  have  an 
effect  that  in  this  House  a  single  class  would  not. 
Well,  Congress  took  the  grant  of  country  in  ques^ 
tion  from  Georgia.  Thev  bound  themselves  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the 
existing  State  of  Georgia;  to  Georgia  they  stip- 
ulated to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  they 
reserved  the  right  of  appropriating  a  quantity  of 
lands  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  to  sat- 
isfy claims  not  specially  recognised  in  the  con- 
tract with  Georgia.  The  question  now  is,  as  I 
take  it,  whether  these  five  millions  shall  go  to 
satisfy  the  claims  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  if 
it  should  be  the  sense  of  the  House  that  the  bill 
includes  those  likewise  of  1789,  it  will  not  alter, 
in  my  opinion,  the  question. 

But  I  may  be  asked,  by  men  who  profess  not  to 
be  informea  on  this  subject,  what  is  this  act  of 
1789,  and  who  are  the  claimants  under  it,  and 
how  can  there  be  interfering  claims  for  the  same 
lands  ?  The  case  is  simply  this.  In  1789  two 
companies  were  formed,  under  the  names  of  the 
South  Carolina  and  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Compa- 
nies, who  contracted  for  a  great,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  country  afterwards  purchased  by  the 
claimants  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  Greorgia 
alleges  that  they  did  not  comply  with  their  con- 
tract, and  that  it  was  therefore  set  aside,  and  the 
same  lands  subsequently  sold  under  the  act  of 
1795.  Be, it  remembered  that  the  purchasers  un- 
der the  act  of  1795  were  men  of  understanding, 
of  intelligence,  of  intrigue ;  designing  men ;  spec- 
ulators; not  bullies  but  swindlers ;  men  not  to  be 
imposed  on,  but  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
bought  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  equitable 
claims  of  1789.  When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean 
to  advocate  the  claims  of  1789.    When  put  to  the 


test,  one  description  of  claims  will  be  found  as 
invalid  as  the  other.  But  to  whom  did  the  grant- 
ees under  the  act  of  1795  sell  ?  After  the  pre- 
sentments of  the  grand  juries — after  it  had  rang  , 
throughout  the  continent — that  the  whole  was  aa  * 
imposition  of  corruption  and  fraud,  and  after 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  they  were  ae* 
quainted  with  all  the  circumstances,  deeds  wete 
given,  one  of  which  bears  cotemporaneous  date 
with  the  rescinding  act  of  Gkorgia.  After  this, 
what  did  they  do  ?  They  v^ent  Imck  to  Georgia; 
there  the  money  they  had  paid  was  still  lying  in 
the  treasury  of  Georgia,  with  which  GkoTjgia  said 
she  would  nave  nothing  to  do ;  after  havios;  sold 
the  lands  for  which  they  had  paid  this  half  mil- 
lion, they  drew  this  very  money  from  the  treas- 
ury of  Georgia.  Is  this  the  say-so  of  an  iodiTJd- 
ual?  The  act  appears  in  the  report  of  yotir 
Commissioners,  composed  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, and  the  late 
Attorney  General,  in  a  report  now  on  your  table, 
and  which  has  been  twice  published  under  the 
authority  of  this  House.    ■ 

Now  the  question  simply  Is,  will  you  do  any- 
thing to  give  any  further  countenance  to  these 
claims  ?  Will  you  countenance  the  fraud  a  little 
further?  These  men  have  agents  here,  within 
your  Government,  who  hold  great  offices  under 
It.  The  whole  weight  of  the  Executive  Gorera- 
ment  presses  it  on.  We  cannot  bear  up  against 
it.  The  whole  Executive  Government  has  had 
a  bias  to  the  Yazoo  interest  ever  since  I  had  a 
seat  here.  This  is  the  original  sin,  which  has 
created  all  the  mischiefs  which  gentlemeo  pre- 
tend to  throw  on  the  impressment  of  our  seamen, 
and  God  knows  what;  this  is  the  cause  of  those 
mischiefs  which  existed  years  ago. 

1  hope  I  shall  receive  credit  when  I  say  that! 
never  rose  to  address  you  more  unprepared.  The 
bill  has  been  just  sent  down,  and  I  had  do  inti- 
mation of  such  a  discussion.  But  I  call  on  gen- 
tlemen— not  on  those  who  have  been  advocating 
this  measure  at  the  fireside  for  four  months  past— 
but  on  men  who  are  free  from  any  impression.to 
say  whether  they  will  give  their  sanction  to  this 
iniquity ;  whether,  after  oflScers  of  the  Gorera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  tampered  with 
members  of  this  and  the  other  House  for  years, 
they  are  prepared  to  take  that  step  which  will 
open  the  door  to  this  scene  still  wider  ?  What 
will  be  the  efiect  of  a  postponement?  Gentle- 
men will  come  forward  and  say  the  Senate  have 
passed  a  bill  in  favor  of  these  claimants;  these 
men  will  inquire  whether  this  is  not  a  counte- 
nance of  their  claims ;  they  wiU  tell  you  they 
have  transferred  their  rightR  to  A,  B,  and  C,  until 
at  last  resistance  will  fail,  and  you  will  gi^^ 
handle  to  the  axe  which  shall  lay  the  whole 
woods  in  ruins. 

I  may  be  asked  about  this  tamperlns^  of  Exec- 
utive officers.  At  the  last  session  I  had  the  honor 
to  carry  up.  and  conduct  an  impeachment  before 
the  other  House.  It  proved  unsuccessful,  and  one 
of  the  principal  causes  was  this  Yazoo  siii.  j 
overheard  a  conversation  between  a  worthy  friend 
of  mine  from  Georgia,  who  has  gone  home,  ana 
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a  great  ofilcer  of  tbe  Government,  when  they 
wore  fittinff  op  tbe  green  boxes  for  tbe  magnates 
of  the  land.  I  beard  tbe  great  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment tampering  with  that  man  to  get  bis  vote. 
I  overheard  it.  Let  him  be  brought  tO  your  bar 
to-morrow,  and  he  will  tell  you  it  is  true.  Why, 
sir,  this  is  nothing;  it  is  done  every  day,  and 
erery  hour  of  tbe  dav.  It  is  there — at  the  fire- 
side— and  not  on  tbe  noor,  that  the  affairs  of  this 
country  are  discussed ;  and  should  this  question, 
as  a  gentleman  has  said,  be  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row— till  Sabbath  day,  on  which  holy  work  is 
generally  done — for  myself  I  would  not  give  one 
&rthin^  for  the  question ;  if  an  adjournment  take 
place  till  Monday,  and  if  all  the  secret  mechan- 
ism, which  everybody  knows,  be  brought  to  bear 
vpon  it.  I  would  not  give  a  farthing  for  the  issue. 
I  What  have  we  seen  as  late  as  yesterdajr?  A 
;  TOte  of  fifty-six  in  favor  of  a  resolution  dwindled 
down  by  conversation  in  the  lobbv  to  twenty-five. 
I  As  lonff  as  you  adjourn  and  prolonflr  this  aiscus- 
i  sion,  what  do  you  do?  I  am  willing  to  allow 
that  what  I  have  offered  this  mornine  is  hardly 
;  worth  an  answer.  But  gentlemen  will  come  in 
[  with  their  pieces  of  paper,  with  speeches  ready 
^  cut  and  dry  in  reply  to  wnat  I  have  now  saiu. 
This  is  the  fashion  of  tbe  day — there  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  Yesterday  the  House  adjourned,  and  de- 
ferred the  consideration  of  a  resolution  declaring 
the  holding  of  civil  and  military  offices  in  one 
person  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitntion.  Weil,  gentlemen  have  come  down  to- 
day with  their  arguments.  How  comes  it,  they 
wul  say,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
\  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  is  the  first  civil  Executive  officer? 
I  know  they  will — I  am  sure  I  am  correct.  And 
we  may  ^o  on  until  Executive  influence  shall 
become  hke  a  bow,  which  you  may  turn  in  any 
way, and  point  in  any  direction. 

Mr.  Fisc  said  he  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
men  who  were  not  informed  on  this  subject;  he 
]^eaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  if  he  were  thus 
precipitately  compelled  to  give  a  vote,  it  would 
be  against  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  And  yet  he 
was  free  to  declare  be  was  undecided  as  to  the 
final  vote  he  should  give  on  this  subject.  But  he 
would  never  consent  to  vote  away  any  man's 
right  until  he  bad  been  heard.  Tne  true  ques- 
tion at  present  before  us,  said  Mr.  F.,  is.  whether 
we  shall  be  allowed  further  time  to  make  up  our 
judgments  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say  that  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
from  Vir§[inia  has  given  of  the  atrocious  frauds 
practised  in  this  business  are  unfounded,  though 
I  do  wonder  that  the  persons  concerned  in  them 
have  committed  them  to  bis  keeping,  or  to  deny 
that  Executive  influence  is  so  dangerous  as  be 
represents  it  to  be,  though  1  confess  I  do  not  see 
ic  But  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  the  members 
of  this  House  are  not  of  such  a  cast  as  to  be 
bought  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  or  to  be  misled 
by  any  Executive  officer.  I  am  unwilling  so  far 
to  criminate  the  character  of  a  representative  of 
the  people,  as  to  admit  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
postpone  a  subject  for  a  short  time  for  fear  of  his 


corruption.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  so  vicious.  I  do  not  believe  this 
portrait  correct.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  post- 
poned. If-  it  is  not^  I  shall  give  my  vote  against 
Its  rejection.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  though  I  am  willing  to  say  my  im- 
pressions are  unfavorable  to  tbe  claims. ' 

Mr.  GoLosBOROUGH. — I  am  not  prepared  to  give 
the  vote  of  an  honest  legislator  on  this  subiect. 
Whatever  may  be  the  information  possessed  by 
other  gentlemen,  I  have  none  on  which  to  forma 
satisfactory  decision.  I  had  heard  some  time  since 
that  tbe  most  satisfactory  information  on  this  sub- 
ject was  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. But  I  must  remind  gentlemen  that  that 
report  has  not  been  laid  on  our  tables  this  session. 
When  I  learned  this  I  endeavored  to  obtain  a  copy, 
but  without  success,  and  I  yesterday  tried  to  get 
a  pamphlet,  which,  I  understood,  contained  con- 
siderable information ;  but  in  vain.  Thus  unin-. 
formed,  when  this  bill  came  under  consideration 
it  became  my  duty  to  devise  some  mode  of  getting 
that  information  I  wanted,  and  when  I  examined 
the  rules  I  found  one  which  I  thought  admitted  a 
motion  to  postpone.  This  motion  I  accordingly 
made,  without  any  view  to  an  injurious  delay — for 
my  prejudices  are  against  the  claims.  It  is  said 
gentlemen  ought  to  be  prepared  to  vote  on  this  bill, 
for  it  has  been  twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But  I 
ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  examine  before  it  comes  be- 
fore us  every  subject  depending  before  the  Senate  1 
Is  there  not  business  enough  before  us  fully  to  oc- 
cupy our  attention  ?  The  motion  of  postponement 
the  Chair  has  declared  out  of  order.  I  then  only 
ask  tbe  House  to  excuse  me  from  voting  on  this 
bill.  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  a  subject  with 
which  I  never  bad  anything  to  do,  and  that  I  know 
no  man  who  is  particularly  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Sailly  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
be  excused.  He  said  be  stood  himself  in  the  same 
situation,  and  was  unprepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  question  was  tnen  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
GoLosBORouGH  from  voting,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  58,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  was  likewise  under  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  asking  to  be  excused.  It  was  true  the 
bill  as  offered  to  tbe  Senate  had  lain  some  time  on 
their  tables ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  bills  gen- 
erally underwent  considerable  alteration  previous 
to  their  passage,  and  there  had  been  no  reason  to 
infer  that  this  would  not  be  the  case  with  the  pre- 
sent  bill.  He  said  that  he  had  some  time  since 
taken  considerable  pains  to  inform  himself  on  this 
subject,  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  its  being 
brought  before  the  House ;  but  the  information 
he  had  obtained  was  imperfect,  and  that  he  had 
not  bad  time  to  compare  the  facts  attending  the  busi- 
ness with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  on  the  table, 
so  as  to  be  enabled  to  give  a  faithful  and  honest 
vote.  The  decision  beinff  thus  hurried,  placed  him 
under  the  necessity  of  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  As  to  himself,  he  would  declare  that  he 
had  had  no  concern  in  this,  or  indeed  in  any  other 
speculation ;  nor  were  there  any  persons  interest- 
ed in  it  for  whom  he  felt  a  peculiar  regard. 
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Mr.  Thomas  said  b«  should  Tote  against  ex- 
easiog  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
observed  that  there  would  be  no  inconsistency  in 
Toting  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill/and  after- 
wards against  the  bill  itself,  if,  on  consideration, 
it  appeared  improper  to  pass  it.  In  the  eziffency 
in  which  the  House  were  placed,  by  their  l>eing 
fbrced  thus  precipitately  to  act  on  this  business, 
the  only  proper  course,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  vote 
•gainst  rejecting  the  bill,  thereby  allowing  time 
fbr  examining  it.  Under  this  Tiew  of  the  subject 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
not  be  excused  from  voting,  or  any  other  member, 
unless  he  waspersonally  interested. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejection  of  this  bill  more  heartily  than  he  had 
ever  voted  on  any  subject  in  the  course  of  his  life. 
If  he  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  enormous  vil- 
lany  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor^a  he  should  still 
vote  for  its  rejection,  because  it  carried  with  it 
one  principle,  which  he  could  never  agree  to  sanc- 
tion with  nis  vote,  it  vested  the  House  with  both 
a  legislative  and  judicial  character. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  it  was  painful  to  him  to  hear 
ffantlemen  asking  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
this  or  any  other  subject,  as  he  was  convinced  the 
correct  course  was  to  allow  time  on  all  subjects 
fbr  forming  a  dispassionate  judgment.  This  too, 
be  beKeved.  was  the  first  time  this  indulgence  had 
ever  been  denied  in  this  House.  For  himself,  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  vote  on  the  Yazoo  busi- 
ness in  every  shape  it  mi^t  assume ;  because  it 
was  amone  the  most  odious  things  he  had  ever 
heard  of.  lie  said  he  detected  and  abhorred  the 
whole  business.  But  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
willing  to  ffiye  other  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to 
make  up  tneir  minds.  He  concluded  by  saying 
he  considered  the  motion  of  postponement  strictly 
in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excxxsin^  Mr. 
Kbllt  from  voting,  and  passed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  49,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Smilie.— The  question  returns  on  rejeetine 
the  bill.  I  regret  that  this  decision  is  thus  pressed. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  seen  members  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  are  now  placed.  I 
wish  a  small  delay  had  been  allowed— but  Mr. 
Speaker  has  decided  a  motion  to  postpone  to  be 
out  of  order,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  The  ques- 
tion being  to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  tl»e  bill 
I  shall  vote  for  it.  I  never  had  but  one  sentiment 
on  that  subject,  although  I  never  could  consider  it 
of  such  magoitude  as  some  appear  to  consider  it. 
I  ever  believed  it  improper  for  the  legislative  body 
to  decide  on  these  claims.  But  that  this  question 
has  drawn  in  all  the  consequences  that  we  have 
heard  stated  to-day  by  the^entleman  from  Virginia, 
that  is,  has  influenced  this  House  in  the  decision 
of  every  other  question,  I  cannot  believe — that 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people  are  so 
corrupt  that  in  the  courseof  a  single  evening  they 
may  be  made  by  the  Executive  to  adopt  anything 
they  please,  I  cannot  believe.  This  is  such  a  pic- 
ture of  the  members  of  this  House  as  I  do  not 
think  any  member  is  authorized  to  draw.  Nay, 
the  member  has  referred  to  a  case  in  which  a 


strange  influence  is  represented  to  have  been  ex- 
erted, where  there  was  not  a  minute  to  spare.  Mr. 
Speaker,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  members  of 
this  House  can  get  behind  their  seats,  and  a  few 
influence  all  the  rest  on  a  question  of  the  lut 
moment — on  a  question  on  which  the  Constitntioi 
of  our  country  is  involved  ?  Good  Qod !  is  the 
House  so  corrupt?  But  I  will  say  nomoreootliit 
subject — every  member  who  hears  me  knows t^ef 
are  not. 

Mr.  GoifRAD  said,  he  should  vote  fbr  rejeetiof 
the  bill.  He  thought  some  farther  time  oo^kttd 
be  allowed,  and  if  any  of  the  youoeer  membns 
would  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  hit 
would  second  the  motion. 

A  member  called  for  the  reading  of  the  Wlkt 
information. 

Mr.  J.  Rahuolph  opposed  the  call,  aod  asked 
whether  it  had  not  already  been  reUd  twice. 

Mr.  CaowifiNSBiBLD  said  he  hoped  it  wooUbe 
read  twenty  times,  if  necessary. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  on  its  bdngrei^ 
which  was  carried  by  a  larffe  majority. 

Mr.  Kelly  said,  he  thought  there  ought  not  to 
be  a  line  of  dbtinction  drawn  between  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  House,  and  therefore  moved  ft  recoa- 
sideration  of  the  vote  excusing  Mr.  GoLoaaototfOH 
from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  rei- 
olution  to  excuse  him  re9cinded*-yeas,64,  ntfi  4i 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  woaki 
be  rejected,  and  that  an  end  would  be  pat  i»  the 
miserable  farce  of  begginff  to  be  excused  from  to- 
ting, when  gentlemen  could  answer  the  stmepnh 
pose,  a  thin|^  which  Was  erery  day  practised,  fcy 
stepping  aside.  He  hoped  that  if  they  di4  not 
wish  to  vote  thev  would  take  this  course,  aaithtt 
the  House  would  no  longer  be  pestered  with  their 
motions.  What!  are  gentlemen  afraid  tokaea 
Yazoo  vote  ?  They  first  excused  one  member  from 
votinff.  But  they  found  that  this  would  iiotoo| 
and  they  therefore  refused  excusing  another,  am 
not  satisfied  with  this,  they  must  reconsider  tbeur 
first  vote,  and  get  a  Yazoo  vote  back  agjaio.  Tto 
is  the  plain  case.  I  hope  we  shall  not  rise  till  we 
have  tne  question.  Were  I  disposed  to  postisoe 
the  proceedings  of  this  House,  I  should  be  in  frj 
of  delaying  this  decision  till  the  gentleman  hm 
Maryland  (Mr.  NfOHOLson )  now  absentjshoaW 
return  into  the  House— that  is  an  aati-itfw 
vote;  and  everybody  knows  it.  That  isamtn 
of  honorable  views,  who  having  at  first  b«f"  ^* 

i'oled  into  an  acquiescence  in  the  claims,  ^^^^ 
laving  sufficiently  examined  them,  hadafterwt«w 
virtue  and  magnanimity  enough  to  acknowledfc 
that  he  had  been  wrong,  and  to  declare  that  m 
would  not  commit  the  keeping  of  his  repntaiioato 
Yazoo  men. 

When  I  was  up  before,  I  omitted  to  say  mtBT 
things  that  have  a  bearing  on  this  question,  s«i 
may  have  said  several  things  that  had  no  ^^ 
on  it.  But  there  is  one  fact  which  I  o™***^ 
that  a  man,  not  a  Georgian— he  lived  on  the  norm 
side  of  the  Savannah  river— if  I  am  not  eorttetvi 
my  statement  let  the  Georgia  delegates  correct 
me — this  man  happened  to  be  admitted  ^^^P^ 
secrets  of  the  Divan,  who  had  done  a  deed  witnow 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»1T 


HISTORY  OF  OONGSaSS. 


918 


March,  1866. 


Yazoo  CUdnu. 


H.  ofR. 


a  mme,  wbo  had  conrnpted  the  LegffolaiDre  of 
Gkorgia.  He  went  home,  and  he  was  blockhead 
enoQgh  to  speak  what  be  thoaght,  not  withstand  iog 
his  principles  and  his  nromises.  He  was  used  like 
a  grubbing  hoe  to  do  dirty  work  and  then  thrown 
aside  as  a  us<riess  engine.  He  told  others  what  he 
knew.  Mark  the  catastrophe — at  a  still  hoar  of 
the  Dight,  without  beiag  the  enemy  of, any  mortal 
man,  he  was  shot.  And  it  is  from  this  fact 
that  we  now  want  on  this  question  the  benefit  of 
a  witness,  who  was  murdered  in  cold  blood,  and 
'vrhose  testiraonv  has  thus  been  preyented  from 
heing  brought  forward  to  this  or  other  tribunals 
hefore  which  these  claims  mav  be  brought..  This 
fact  is  a  truth  as  notorious  as  the  massacre  of  Bos- 
ton or  the  battle  of  Concord. 

But,  we  are  told  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
is  not  a  question  of  oMiffnitude.  What  is  a  ques- 
tioa  of  magnitude?  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  to  go  to  war  with  Britain  fcM*  a  three 
peony  tax  on  tea,  is  not  that  a  question  of  mag- 
BitadNe-^for  there  is  a  great  political  princij^e  in- 
▼oWed  in  that  tax.  And  what  is  the  real  state 
of  the  country  1  The  quarter  from  which  we 
hava  most  10  dread  is  speculators — land-jobbers, 
and  if  you  can  preserve  the  interests  of  the  com- 
laiioity  inviolable  against  them,  your  inferior  in- 
terests are  safe.  And  where  do  we  find  every  land- 
johber,  in  actione  or  passu,  but  rallying  round  this 
nlquily  ?  And  what  will  be  the  event  if,  by  little 
and  little,  you  sanction  these  claims — the  preten- 
siooBof  these  men— hot  that  you  will  fall  beneath 
the  power  of  Tasoo  men— of  speculators  in  land 
and  paper  senp^  And  ia  not  this  a  question  of 
maniiiide,  Whether  a  cooatry  embracing  forty 
IBdlioiis  of  acres  shall  be  bartered  away  1  And 
ia  it  not  a  great  principle,  whether  a  Legislative 
hodf  haa  a  right  to  sell  their  votes,  and  whether 
tba  righto  vested  by  them  shall  pass  ?  No,  the 
iOOflien  whether  yon  shall  hy  a  dotv  of  two  pa 
ca&i.  ia  a  question  oi  oMgiutude,  and  is  reported 
at  Call  length ;  but  this  is  not  a  question  of  mag* 
9ttii^t  Yes,  they  all  draw  together !  Yesterday 
▼OQ  dteided  that  contractors  were  not  officers. 
fiow,  mark,  if  the  contractors  and  Yazoo  men  do 
Bot  draw  together,  to  pull  this  thing  out  of  the 
mire ;  it  is  a  thing  well  understood^  and  we  well 
vnderstand  the  men  who  advocate  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks, 
Are  we  a  set  of  men  so  corrupt  ?  Is  this,  indeed, 
the  state  of  things'?  The  gentleman  ought  to 
know  there  are  di&rent  sorts  of  corruption.  There 
is  a  eorruption  of  interest,  that  is  number  one ; 
there  is  a  corruption  of  timidity,  which  consists 
ia  men  not  saying  what  they  think,  that  is  number 
two ',  there  is  a  corruption  of  Court  influence— 
of  party — and  there  is  a  corruption,  which,  though 
last  i»  not  least,  the  corruption  orirreconcilabTe, 
peraonal  aaimosity— a  eorruption  which  will  en- 

Kge  a  num  to  go  all  lengths  to  injure  him  whom 
hates  and  despises,  or  rather,  whom  he  cannot 
despise,  because  he  hates.  And  when  we  take  all 
these  eonsideratioos  into  question,  and  that  there 
aire  raea  now  ready  to  grasp  your  lands  in  Ohio, 
ift  Indiana,  and  your  other  territories,  are  we  I 
wiUiiig  ta  Wcome  parties  to  this  solemn  league  I 


and  covenant?  if  we  carry  on  this  aflair  one 
step  farther,  what  will  be  the  situation  of  the  na- 
tion ?  '  I  call  on  gentlemen  (whom  I  have  no  right 
to  consider  under  the  influence  of  personal  or  pri- 
vate interest)  to  vote  with  ^fect  this  day,  or  to  ffiva 
up  their  country  to  the  fate  that  futurity  has  otner- 
VBiae  in  store  for  it — to  discard  all  idea  of  '^  scratch 
me,  and  I'll  tickle  you."  It  is  out  of  the  chaaeea 
of  futurity  for  this  Assembly,  or  this  nation,  to  ba 
corrupted  from  any  other  source  than  land.  There 
is  no  other  fund  can  do  it.  Bat  where  is  the  use 
of  taking  airs  on  ourselves,  and  pretending  ta 
more  virtues  in  our  pnbHo  than  we  get  credit  for 
in  our  private  capacities  ?  Look  at  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia.  That  hpdy  was  composed  of  raea 
with  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  ourselves* 
They  were  bought,  and  thev  followed  the  fate  of 
every  political  body  under  the  sun.  They  died  a 
natural  death.  The  whole  question  is,  how  long 
you  shall  keep  this  period  ofl*,  and  whether  ]fou 
will  take  poison  to-day,  or  live  out  the  time  which 
Ood  has  allotted  to  you?  Yesl  who  were  the 
legislators  of  Georgia?  Thev  were  the  sama 
men,  elected  by  the  same  freeholders,  possessed 
of  the  same  qualifications,  and,  in  many  req)eetSy 
the  same  men,  who  are  now  on  this  floor.  1  ask 
if  my  excellent  friend  from  Qeorgia  is  more  in- 
corrupt than  the  Georgia  Legislature  were  pse- 
somed  to  be  ?  You  may  Qx  what  stamp  yo« 
please,  a  garter  to  the  knee,  or  insignia  to  the 
breast,  men  are  still  liable  to  the  same  feelings^ 
the  same  temper,  the  same  fallibiUtY. 

We  are  told  that  this  ia  a  question  on  which 
we  ought  to  have  a  dispassionate  discuasioa.  I 
am  always  for  a  dispassionate  eeasideratioa  o£ 
every  important  question  before  it  is  acted  oa; 
and  I  have  given  to  this  a  dispassionate  examina- 
tion. But,  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I  could 
eome  into  this  Assembly,  and^  like  a  cold-blooded 
naturalist  weigh  the  eorruption  of  certain  indi- 
viduals <n  Georgia  against  the  corruptioB  of  offi- 
cers of  this  Government  I  should  despise  myaalfy 
if  I  could  dispassionately  weigh  the  one  against 
the  othert  and  find  the  one  outweighed  the  other 
half  a  drachm.  The  whole  territory  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  is  at  stake.  Say  this  bill 
shall  not  be  rejected,  folter,  and  what  will  be  the 
effect?  The  whole  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  will  follow  the  fate  of  the  Yazoo 
business.  It  most  certainly  will.  With  all  our 
virtue,  there  is  land  enough  in  the  United  Statea 
to  buy  us,  and  wo  be  to  mm  that  is  put  into  this 
state  of  temptation.  Let  no  man  think  too  highly 
of  his  own  ineorruptibility.  Thore  was  a  Cato 
in  the  time  of  Rome,  and  I  am  wiUin^,  if  it  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to  aUow 
him  to  be  the  man.  But,  what  will  become  of 
this  Assembly  when  you  brine  into  play  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres,  and  talk  of  the  fund  from 
which  the  British  Parliament  is  corrupted  ?  Once 
paM  this  bill,  and  the  innd  of  the  British  Ministry 
will  dwindle  into  insignificance.  Go  and  engender 
Yazoo,  and  this  curse  of  speculation,  like  the 
members  of  the  polypus,  cm  it  in  as  manv  pieeea 
as  you  please,  will  appropriate  to  itselt  a  new 
body?    Where  are  you?   You  are  now  free.   But 
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how  long  will  you  remaia  so,  after  givioff  yoar 
sanctioQ  to  this  bill?  What  have  we  seen  ?  We 
have  seen  a  question  of  momentous  Constitu- 
tional importance  brought  forward  in  this  House. 
What  have  we  done?  It  is  a  standing  Parlia- 
mentary^  jest,  like  the  question  of  Parliamentary 
reform,  in  another  body,  after  the  accession  of  a 
great  political  reformer  to  the  Minbtry.  I  speak 
of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  relative  to 
the  tenure  of  the  judicial  office,  and  the  propo- 
sition  to  purge  this  Assembly  of  contractors.  It 
has  gone  to  the  family  vault  of  all  the  Capulets, 
and  a  requiem  has  been  sun^  over  them.    The 

Sntlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
ve  chanted  repose  to  tneir,souls. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks  if  it 
is  possible  tnat  in  half  an  hour,  or  m  a  few  hours,  at 
the  fire-side,  or  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  this  assem- 
bly can  be  changed? — are  we  indeed  so  corrupt? 
Why,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  and  I  believe  I 
am  not  out  of  order  in  saying  so,  the  cause  which 
principally  drew  my  attention  was  this:  When 
a  gentleman  who  uniformly  presides  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  with  great  dignity,  was  compell- 
ed to  have  recourse  to  strong  measures  to  preserve 
decorum,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  quitting  his  seat,  leaving  his 
own  province,  and  coming  over  to  our  fire-side, 
purposely  to  create  a  disturbance.  I  wish  to  be 
understood,  before  I  sit  down,  as  not  having  made 
a  single  allusion  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
(Mr.  FiSK,)  I  abjure  the  idea.  But  I  did  hear 
gentlemen  who  are  the  most  eager  advocates  of 
the  Yazoo  claims,  declare  time  was  not  allowed 
to  consider  them,  and  when  I  witnessed  such  nn- 
blushinfif  effrontery,  I  could  not  withhold  the  re- 
marks f  made.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  sim- 
ple vote  of  this  House,  that  this  bill  shall  not  pass, 
taken  secundum  artem^  more  majorum?  It  will 
be  this,  that  the  House  are  of  opinion  that  there 
are  some  errors  in  its  details,  some  inaccuracy  in 
it  which  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  is  rejected.  And  what  will  this  prove  to 
men  who  will  not  see  the  sun  at  mid-day?  To 
Yazoo  men.  blind  to  all  iniquity  perpetrated  in 
Georffia?  They  will  tell  you  it  may  have  been  re- 
jected on  account  of  some  small  defect;  they  will 
come  forward  at  the  next  session  with  an  acces- 
sion of  strength,  and  you  will  have  the  same  ground 
to  go  over  again.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the 
ezpTicit,  prompt,  and  strongly  marked  inuignation 
of  this  House  in  its  immediate  rejection.  A  man 
who  shall  merely  vote  against  the  bill  in  its  last 
stage  shall  pot  by  me  be  considered  as  merely 
committed,  we  shall  not  knoW  what  his  reasons 
are  for  his  vote;  but  a  man  who  votes  in  this  stage 
of  the  business  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  trimmer^  he  will  show 
himself  to  be  a  decided  man  against  it  under  all 
modifications.  Under  present  circumstances  it  b 
of  the  last  importance  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  do  what  they  have  a  legislative 
right  to  do — say  that  this  bill  shall  be  rejected ;  that 
the  hopes  of  the  claimants  may  be  crushed  as  far 
as  they  can  be  by  a  vote  of  this  House. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBOUOH.— I  did  not  stand  in  need 


of  the  injunction  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgiaia, 
if  I  wished  to  decline  voting  on  this  occasion,  to 
go  out  of  the  bar ;  but  so  long  as  I  bold  a  seat  in 
this  House  I  will  never  consent  to  do  this.  For 
I  should  think  myself  placed  in  a  most  contempti- 
ble situation,  if  any  of  my  constituents  should  ask 
me  what  vote  I  save  on  a  particular  occasion,  I 
should  be  obliged  to  tell  him  that  instead  of  fir- 
ing a  vote  I  skulked  behind  the  bar. 

Mr.  J.  Ramoolph  said  he  assured  the  gentle- 
m]an  he  imputed  to  him  no  improper  motive.  He 
had  been  totally  misunderstood  u  the  gentleman 
drew  any  such  inference  from  what  he  had  saii 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBOUGH  said  he  was  gratified  bf 
the  gentleman's  explanation,  but  he  hoped  he 
would  be  permitted  to  ffo  on.  When  he  aad  de- 
sired a  postponement  tul  Monday,  it  was  from  the 
best  motives.  He  said  he  cared  nothing  for  the 
Yazoo  claims ;  he  had  no  interest  in  them.  He 
was  sorry  the  vote  excusing  him  from  voting  bad 
been  re-considered.  He  deemed  himself  at  lib- 
erty at  all  times  to  decline  voting  when  he  was 
not  duly  informed;  he  should  not,  therefore, TOte 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  should  vote  a^inst  the  r^ 
jectionof  this  bill,  to  allow  further  Ume  for  a  di^ 
cussion  of  the  subject,  without  pledging  hioselt 
how  he  should  vote  on  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  Sailly  said  he  did  not  wish  to  ^ive  a  role 
without  information.  He  thought  this  bwincis 
unnecessarily  hurried.  He  considered  itthedatjot 
the  new  members,  who  were  not  informed  on  it, 
to  vote  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  was 
the  only  way  of  refuting  such  arbitrary  conduct 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  re- 
jected, and  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  w, 
nays  54,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BurweD  Btf- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  WiUiam  BUckledgeJobn 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomaa  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  rfwrn 
Butler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Cla* 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fi«den« 
Conrad,  John  Dawson,  Eiias  Earie,  John  W.  Bww^ 
James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  ^^^ 
Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  HtmUton,  w«» 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  MichsJ  UHh 
Duncan  McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  JomhjM^ 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mont)Wi 
Gurdon  a  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Nejjrum, 
jun.,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  W^ 
as  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsjlvww,  J»o» 
Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sftn^ford,  ^«f- 
nezerSeaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Jo^  5m»"» 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  8p^» 
Richard  Stanford,  PhUip  R.  Thompson,  AbramltW. 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUWU^ 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Josepli  wui 
ston.  g.. 

Nats— Winis  Alston,  jun.,  J<>^P*^„®****^/CJ 
Betton,  Barnabas  BidweH,  John  Campbefl,  John  *^n>r 
ler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  J^  ^i'T. 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  I>*»\**^^toL 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  WiUiam  Dickson,  1^%/^ 
Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WiUiam  B'/j  ^"^ 
Pindley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  I^ish  j^  ^ 
Seth  Hastings,  WUliam  Hehns,  David  ^f^^i^w 
Jackson,  James  KoUy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jan-»  ^»*^ 
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Lyim,  Willum  McCreery,  Jeramiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosety^  Jeremiah  Neleon,  Timothy  Pitkin  jun., 
Joeiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G. 
Schoneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracj,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eli- 
^alet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Willian^,  and  Nathan 
Williams. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
KMiro.  He  said  that  a  few  days  ago  the  House 
bad  adjourned  on  account  of  the  death  of  Qeneral 
Jackaoo.  He  hoped  they  would  now  adjourn  on 
aecoant  of  his  resurrection.  For  he  had  told  him, 
that  if  he  could  give  a  death-blow  to  the  Yazoo 
business,  he  shcmld  die  in  peace. — Adjourned, 
yeas  98. 


Tuesday,  April  1. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed. 
oo  the  third  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  or 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  twenty  first  ultimo,  the  bill 
farther  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  serving  in  Louisiana,  referred 
to  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  on  the  twenty- 
fiAh  ultimo;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Early,  from  the  joint.committee  appointed, 
to  consider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary 
to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
eases,  to  the  Territorial  courts."  No  amendment 
being  made,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
aod  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
as  is  contained  in  the  second  section  thereof^''  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
eoocurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  recede 
from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House. 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitiea 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives."  so  far  as  to  admit  a  modification  there- 
o(j  in  conformity  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Conference. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Rebecca  Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased, made  the  following  report: 
.  That  ths  petitioner's  husband,  when  living,  leased 
to  Samuel  Dexter,  as  Secretary  of  War,  a  dwellhig- 


honse,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  use  of  the 
War  Department:  that,  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
covenanted  by  the  lessee  to  surrender  the  demised 
premises,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  in  good  repair; 
ordinary  decay  and  inevitable  casualties  excepted :  that 
the  house  was  consumed  by  fire,  not  occasioned  by 
lightning,  nor  by  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  lessee ; 
but,  atf  is  rendered  highly  probable  from  the  evidence, 
by  a  serious  defect  in  the  original  construction  of 
the  bnilding:  that  a  suit  was  instituted  against  Mr. 
Dexter,  upon  the  covenant  beforementioned,  which  ter- 
minated in  his  favor,  on  the  ground  that,  if  any  liabil- 
ity grew  out  of  the  transaction,  it  attadied  to  him  in 
his  official,  not  in  his  individual  capacity;  in  which 
case  the  Government,  and  not  the  officer,  was  to  be 
considered  accountable:  that  no  other  question  relating 
to  the  merits  seems  to  have  been  agitated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  where  the  cause 
was  ultimately  decided :  and  that  it  remains  for  the 
Legislature  to  determine  whether,  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  the  Government  is  bound,  in  justice,  to 
make  the  reparation  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  Uie  subject,  your 
committee  can  discover  no  sufficient  reasons  for  red>m- 
mending  the  desired  reUefl  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackbon,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  various 
bills  relative  to  the  Michigan  Territory.  Various 
amendments  were  made  to  these  bilb. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Governor  from  2,000  to  3  500  dollars^  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to  witnout  a  division,  as 
was  a  motion  to  augment  it  to  3,000. 

A  motion  to  allow  2,500  dollars  was  disagreed 
to-— aves  18  \  when  2^000  dollars  were  agreed  to. 

In  nxing  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  Mr.  Jack* 
SON  proposed  to  allow  the  chief  judge  1,600 
dollars— motion  lost. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  allow  1,000  dollars — ayes 
49  noes  35.  And  the  same  sum  to  the  associate 
judges— ayes  42,  nays  40.  The  salary  of  the 
Secretarv  was  fixed  at  900  dollars— «yes  53. 

The  dommittee  rose  and  reported  their  agree* 
ment  to  the  bills,  with  sundry  amendments,  in 
which  the  House  concurred. 

Mr.  Varnom  said  he  observed  a  provision  in 
one  of  these  bills  authorizing  the  admission  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
whenever  their  numbers  should  amount  to  40,000. 
He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  a  different 
rule  was  applied  to  this  Territory  Irom  that  ap^ 
plied  to  the  other  Territories. 

Mr.  FiifOLBT  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 
He  observed  that  when  their  population  amount- 
ed to  60,000  they  must  be  admitted.  Until  that 
period,  under  the  present  acts,  the  power  of  an 
earlier  admission  was  discretionary  with  Con* 
gress.  He  thought  it  best  that  the  business  should 
rest  on  this  footing. 

Mr.  Jackson  advocated  the  section.  He  re* 
marked  that  the  course  pursued  relative  to  the 
Northwestern  Territory  afforded  a  precedent  in 
point,  as  they  were  fom^  into  a  State  when 
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their  oambers  but  Kttle,  if  at  all,  exceeded  40,00d. 
Nor  could  it  be  consistent  with  republican  policy 
to  keep  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  in  a 
state  of  vassalage  to  the  longest  period  within  the 
power  of  the  United  States.  Bv  adcnitting  them 
into  the  Union  at  an  early  period,  we  should  most 
effectually  conciliate  their  afiection  and  insure 
their  attachment  to  us ;  whereas,  by  withholding 
this  privilege  we  may  proportionably  estrange 
their  regard.  This  provisioa  would  liKewise  su- 
peteede  the  trouble  of  acting  on  the  annusl  me- 
morials which,  it  was  probable,  would  be  preeent- 
ed  to  Congress.  It  would  also  fnrormote  the  set- 
dement  of  the  froatier  of  the  United  States,  and 
aiSMrd  it  a  protection  without  resort  to  a  nilttairy 
force. 

Mr.  Smiltg  replied — when  the  question  was 
taken  on  striking  ottt  the  section  and  carried—* 
ayes  71. 

The  bills  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

PLURALITY  OP  0PFICB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Raitdolph.  the  House 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  sundry  resolutions  agreed  to  by  tbem  on  the 
28th  ultimo.  When  the  question  was  put  on  con- 
curring in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  second  resolution, 
as  follows: 

9A  iteiolM(i— That  the  union  of  a  plnrafttty  of  offi* 
COS  in  the  person  of  a  single  indnidttat,  bat  more  espa- 
okllj  of  the  miiitaiy  with  the  civil  authority^  is  repug- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  the  ComtitutioB  of  the  UnitMl 
States,  and  tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary 
Government. 

Mr.  BiDWBi.L  said,  be  would  very  concisely  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  Totiog  aniinst  this  resolution* 
It  declares  that  ^  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
'  im  the  persoa  of  a  single  individual,  but  more 
'  espeNcially  of  the  military  with  the  civil  author- 
'  itf ,  ia  repugniAt  to  the  spirit  oi  the  Constitution 
*  or  the  United  Siales^nd  tends  to  the  introducing 
^  of  an  abitrary  Ooyernflient"  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  waa  not  a  correct  declaration.  If  the 
Oonstitiitioii  itself  be  referred  to,  U  will  appear 
that  it  recognises  an  union  of  civil  and  military 
officers  in  the  same  person.  Such  an  union  is  to 
he  found  in  the  First  Ma^rate  of  the  United 
States,  who  exercises  the  highest  Executive  civil 
fiuctiotts,  and  is  at  the  same  time  Commander- 
to-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  the  militia 
while  in  actual  service.  The  same  principle  per»- 
▼aded  the  Coostitudon,  he  believed,  of  every 
State.  There  was  also  an  union  of  civil  and 
military  authority  ia  several  offices,  by  acta  of 
Congress..  This  was  the  case  with  the  maishak 
ia.cectain  cases,  and  officers  who  are  chw^d  with 
the  superintendence  of  Territorial  afiairs.  If  it 
were  proper,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  I  do  not  think  it  is^ 
Wf  a  vote  of  this  House,  to  undertake  lo  define 
the  Constitution,  it  still  appears  to  me  that  we 
eannot  consistently  say  that  the  unioa  of  a  plu- 
whty  of  offices  in  the  person  of  a  single  indivi- 
anal,  but  more  espeoially  of  the  military  with 
•*•  civil  authoritff,  b^r^agnwit  ta  the  spirit  of 


the  OmMitQtion  of  the  United  States.  AdsaW 
ration  of  that  kind  would  be  a  vote  of  eeerare  ot 
the  people  of  the  whole  United  States,  for  htriiif 
adopted  the  Federal  Constituttoo,  on  the  people 
of  the  several  States,  for  having  adopted  their  eon* 
stitutions,  and  on  the  Legislatures  under  both  Gov* 
ernments,  for  hating  passed  laws  which  aQtho^ 
ized  such  an  union. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  the  objections  of  thegetttl^ 
man  arose  from  not  having  properly  coon'dered 
the  nature  of  the  union  of  civil  and  miHttry  of- 
fice in  the  First  Magistrate.  By  the  CeostiumoQ, 
the  military  was  j^ced  in  strict  suberdisttieB 
to  the  civil  power.  For  this  reason  the  Prendtot 
of  the  United  States  hud  placed  under  biseMtrd 
all  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  TbeoMoi 
contemplated  in  the  resolution  before  yeo,ttid 
Mr.  C,  is  that  which  gire$  the  aetusi  dischargt 
of  civil  powers  to  an  omcer  who  has  actoil  eon* 
mand  of  your  army.  I  ask  if  it  was  efer  ia 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution,  that  the 
President  should  in  person  head  your  armies  tod 
command  your  fieets?  I  believe  not;  Tbere 
exists  in  one  of  the  Territories  such  an  mtM  ti 
is  contemplated  in  the  rejiolntton.  In  Looiiisai 
a  person  holding  the  office  of  Qoveraor,  is  at 
the  same  time  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Arfflf 
of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  his  appoiotnieat 
of  Brigadier  G^eral.  Will  any  man  prettadio 
say  that  an  onion  of  offices^  soeh  as  theN^  the 
discharge  of  whose  duties  is  inco«pstihle,ttaKfc 
an  union  as  is  contemplated  in  the  Constitiitioal 
No  ;  the  unicm  in  the  Constitution  wta  osly  is- 
lended  to  give  the  President  a  control  ever  the 
Army  and  Nary;  while  this  resolutitm  conieii' 
plates  the  positive  and  actoall  union  olpoweisia 
the  same  person,  powers,  which  at  the  seme  tjoe 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise  at  different  aid 
distant  places.  To  separate  these  powers  is  tbi 
object  of  the  resolution.  I  hope  the  resolottoi 
will  be  agreed  to,  and  the  separation  take  pbce; 

Mr.  Smi LiEsaid  be  did  not  know  that  hesiiow 
have  any  objection  to  the  third  resetotioli.  » 
though  he  bad  not  made  on  his  mind  opsBit 
But  with  regard  to  the  resolution  under  cem- 
eration,  he  could  not  agree  to  k.  He  did  notiESSV 
that  tbere  was  a  right  in  that  House  tedtehre 
what  the  Coostitation  was.  The  ConsiinitiM 
must  speak  fbr  itself  and  ther  had  no  righna 
supply  any  deficiency  m  it.  When  a  palticaw 
case  occurred  they  might  construe  it,  bat  keoM 
heard  of  an  instance  where  a  L^gisia^Jo^ 
put  a  construction  upon  it  with6ut  theeziiti*^ 
of  a  particular  case;  nor  did  he  believe  tlwf?2 
sessed  such  a  power;  The  resolution  dstttt** 
an  union  of  a  pturalty  df  offices  in  the  saoie  ;s^ 
son  repagnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  ConsiiwtwJ 
He  did  not  know  where  tn  find  thst  *pi*^Jf 
in  the  letter  of  the  Constiiation^  He  bsd  1«m^ 
ed  it  carefully  over,  and  bad  not  beewaWe  to  fioi 
a  single  expression  that  warranted  sash  ^  J*?^ 
ence.  He  called  on  gentlemen  to  point  th«ir  ^ 
ger  to  a  sinffle  seeuon  of  it  that  jastified  w* 
inference,  if  at  this  rate  they  ooadaned  to^ 
ply  its  deihots^  he  did  noc  know  where  the  Muof 
wouldend.    His  himself  tioi«h(  th#idi«uMK 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•w 


HiarORY  OF  CONGRBS& 


im 


Apbil,  isoe. 


PhtrtUUy  q^  Ogioe$, 


ILopR. 


^tff  4efecAive,  yet  be  aerer  thought  himself  at 
liberty  to  reeaedy  the  defects  but  in  the  way 
pqiaied  out  in  the  Constitution.  If  examined  it 
vould  be  found,  as  it  originally  ^tood,  to  be  ex- 
tremely defective.  In  providing  for  the  powers 
of  the  Qotrernment  it  had  almost  entirely  over- 
looked  the  rights  of  individuals.  These  defects 
caciced  great  objection  to  the  instrument.  They 
were^  however,  supplied  by  the  ftrst  Conffress, 
•ad  gentlemen  wowd  find  that  almost  all  the 
ameiMmenta  which  have  been  incorpoiated  into 
it,  go  to  secure  the  rights  of  individuals.  Though 
these  amendments  constitute  what  might  be  call- 
ed the  marrow  of  the  Constitution,  Mr^  S,  said, 
ke  should  not  have  considered  himself  authorized, 
if  they  had  not  uken  place,  tp  remedy  the  evil  in 
imy  ocher  than  a  Constitutional  way.  But  he  did 
1191  deny  that  it  was  a  defect  in  the  Constitution, 
tkai  the  military  and  civil  authorities  were  not 
Jrept  separate,  dut  the  simple  question  was,  had 
tbesr  a  right  under  the  Constitution  to  separate 
Ihea?  He  thought  not.  In  every  point  of  view, 
k^said,  in  which  ne  contemplated  ihe  resolution, 
he  thoaght  it  one  of  the  B»ost  dangerous  atuicks 
on  the  CeoslitutioB  he  had  ever  heard  of. 

Mr.  J.  RAiiDK>i.PB.-^My  friend  from  Penn* 
^Ivania  has  l^t  me  little  tosay^  on  the  ques- 
lioo,  and  indeed  I  have  heard  nothing  in  the 
abape  of  aigument,  or  assertion;  but  what  I  was 
Kepared  to  hear,  and  of  which  I  apprized  the 
Hov^  some  time  ago.  It  haa  come  out  at  last 
fs9m  the  lips  of  a  mim  who  has  prided  himself 
mpoo  being  ihe  champion  of  the  Constitution  of 
th^  United  States  to-day,  although  but  a  few  days 
MO  he  threatened  us  with  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Constitution  has  no  spirit  in  it. 
He  ealla  on  any  man  to  lay  his  finger  on  that 

Slirtl*  What  docs  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
utee  say  ?  Does  it  not  guarantee  to  each  State 
ft,  Refnhlican  form  of  Government  1  Is  there  no 
apirit  m  this?  Is  not  the  Constitution  then  de* 
Tawd  under  the  influence  of  a  Republican  spirit, 
iiac  the  beneftt  of  the  people  who  are  ffoveroed  by 
U.  and  not  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  those  who 
Mfiainisier  it  1  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that 
a  RepnbUc  is  anything  or  nothmg  ?  And  that  it 
im  eongenial  to  such  a  Qovernoient  that  the  civil 
nad  military  authority  should  be  vested  in  the 
name  hand?  ?  Is  it  not  of  the  very  easence  of  such 
%  QovemAent  that  the  military  should  be  kept  in 
atrielsjubordioation  to  the  civil  power?  And  have 
aoc  your  lawa>  which  give  to  marshaU  in  cerUin 
naemi  a  power  over  the  military,  been  passed  to 
hntae  the  military  under  such  subjection  ?  How 
in  the  military  to  be  kept  in  such  subjection, 
wha«i  aeoorditti^  to  the  usafe  of  the  Romans,  the 
leader  of  an  army  is  the  Governor  of  a  province  1 
If  the  Constitution  baa  no  spirit  in  it,  it  is  a  dead, 
lifiilem  thing,  not  worth  ihepiotectioo  of  any  man 
•f  aease.  But  I  am  happy  that  it  has  a  spirit, 
which  I  trust  will  save  this  nation^  even  if  iu 
letter  ahall  be  killed. 

B4it  we  are  told  that  this  ia  a  deolamtory  reso- 
lution. Gentlemen  may  call  it  a  declaratory  res- 
ol«tioo»or  a  preemhle  to  thy  bird  re^ilution,  which 
•lai  they  may  tee  fit,  bttfit  ia  the  veasoaiieg:  cm 


which  the  third  resolution  is  founded,  What  is 
it  but  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
which  they  have  a  right  to  make,  that  a  certain 
principle  is  salutary,  because  it  is  consonant  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  not  agreea- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  that  the  three 
ffreat  Departments  of  the  Government,  Executive, 
Legislative,  and  Judicial,  should  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct  1  Is  there  a  man  fool-hardy  enough 
to  deny  the  proposition  7  I  believe  not.  Now, 
suppose  we  were  about  to  devise  a  form  of  Gov- 
ernment for  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  a 
member  should  propose  to  concentre  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government  in  one  and  the  same  body, 
and  a  resolution  should  be  laid  on  the  table  de- 
claring that  whereas  an  union  of  Executive.  Le- 
gidative,  and  Judicial  powers  in  the  same  body 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
should  go  on  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  to  apply 
the  remedy — and  some  man  should  make  the 
wonderful  discovery  that  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  constitutionally  participators  of  the 
Executive  power  of  the  Gk)VQrnment  and  that 
in  case  of  impeachment  they  have  also  Judicial 
powers,  and  infer  from  this  that  such  an  union 
was  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— would  not  this  be  a  satire  on  the  Constitu- 
tion as  well  as  those  who  adopt  it  ? 

Suppose  all  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Bxecotive 
Gk)vernmen^were  united  in  one  man.  I  do  not  see, 
if  this  is  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu* 
tion,  and  a  man  is  properly  qualified,  why  he  may 
not  unite  in  himself  the  powers  of  all  the  Depart*- 
ments.    The  Secretary  of  War  may,  on  the  same 

K'inciple^  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Array* 
o, — It  IS  not  because  this  resolution  is  a  satire 
uj^  the  peo]^  who  framed  or  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, but  because  it  is  a  satire,  a  reproof  of 
which  the  times  call  for,  that  gentlemen  are  soex« 
tremely  tender  relative  to  it ;  and  the  question  now 
is,  whether  the  House  ought,  in  tenderness  to  anjr 
man,  to  fttnch  from  the  exercise  of  their  Coned* 
tutional  powers.  What  would  I  hive  said  seven 
years  ago  to  any  man  who  should  have  told  me 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
been  found  in  opposition  to  this  measure — who 
should  have  predicted  that  the  rugged  natriot  of 
those  days  should  be  softened  by  Court  favor  int^ 
so  accomplished  a  courtier?  It  shows  that  what 
cannot  be  done  by  force  or  violence,  may  be  .by 
influence.  This  question  may  be  put  into  a  short 
compass.  It  is,  whether  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  a  republican  Constitution,  devlmdl 
and  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  it  gov 
ems,  or  a  piece  of  mechanism,  to  be  tortured  aad 
twisted  in  the  hands  in  which  chance  may  \\uqw 
it,  for  the  benefit  of  a  temporary  iacumbent.  If 
the  case  has.  come  to  this,  that  the  Chief  Justica 
may  be  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Arniiea, 
without  the  Constitution  being  violated,  it  is  tima 
the  nation  should  know  their  situation. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  had  examined  the  resolution^ 
and  would  cordially  give  his  assent  to  the  prinei-* 
pie  contained  in  it,  provided  it  were  brooMt  for* 
ward  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Conatir^ 
totion*    Ha  thodght,  with  hia  friend  fitom  Feft»> 
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syWania,  that,  as  it  stood,  it  was  a  dangerous  attack 
upon  the  Constitution.  He  therefore  trusted  it 
would  be  rejected,  and  that  every  similar  attempt 
would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  duiNCY  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that, 
though  it  were  true  that  an  union  of  civil  and  mil- 
itary offices  in  the  same  person  was  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  not  true  that 
an  union  of  different  offices  in  the  same  person 
was  repugnant  to  it.  They  had  to-day  united  two 
offices  in  the  same  person,  in  the  bill  relative  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  had  heretofore 
constituted  several  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  inter- 
fered with  a  plurality  of  offices,  which  in  many 
instances  was  attended  with  great  practical  bene- 
fit. As  there  was  therefore  in  the  Constitution 
nothing  explicit  against  this  union,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Gregg  said,  he  believed  it  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices  should  be  united  in  the  same  person ; 
buL  he  would  ask,  what  benefit  would  result  from 
such  a  declaration  ?  The  power  of  appointing  to 
office  was  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  who 
were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution.  They 
were,  therefore,  the  judges  of  the  powers  witli 
whicn  they  were  invested.  In  the  ei^rcise  of  this 
power,  they  have  actually  declared  that  they  do 
possess  it.  What  does  this  resolution  amount  to  7 
If  they  undertook  to  declare  the  President  guilty 
of  such  a  flagrant  act  as  involved  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution^  it  was  their  business  to  impeach 
him.  Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  could  see  no  good  likely 
to  arise  from  this  resolution,  he  should  not  vote 
for  it.  The  practice  it  referred  lo  was  not  new, 
though  he  had  always  thought  it  wrong.  He  rec- 
ollected, that,  some  years  since,  the  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  likewise  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army,  for  all  which  appointments  he 
drew  pay,  though  no  notice  bad  been  taken  of  it. 
Other  instances  of  the  same  kind  might  be  pointed 
out.  He  did  believe  this  union  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution — to  the  true  spirit  of 
a  republican  Government — and  if  the  gentlenian 
from  Virginia  would  bring  forward  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  such  an  union,  he 
wduid  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
lanj^age  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Spirit 
was  altogether  an  immaterial  thing — it  was  only 
when  connected  with  the  body  that  they  could  see 
it — and  with  regard  to  the  Constitution,  it  could 
only  be  seen  through  its  letter.  How  long  is  it,  said 
Mr.  F.,  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
myself  agreed  to  unite  in  the  same  body  both  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers  ?  We  did  so,  in 
forming  the  first  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  against  all  such  de- 
claratory resolutions.  They  did  not  bind  Con- 
gress, the  President,  or  even  the  next  House  of 
Representatives.  They  only  contained  an  expres- 
sion of  opinions  where  there  was  no  authority. 


They  were  sent  here  to  pass  laws,  and  not  to  nnke 
declarations  relative  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  considered  tiie 
Constitution  as  a  sacred  deposit  placed  in  their 
hands,  and  not  capable  of  alteration,  except  in  the 
way  fixed  by  itself.  Every  resolution  similir  to 
that  under  consideration  operated  as  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  which  went  to  torture  and  twist  it  out 
of  i  ts  proper  shape.  He  should,  therefore,  not  ooljr 
vote  against  this  resolution,  but  against  everf  res- 
olution which  appeared  to  him  to  have  a  similir 
effect. 

Mr,  J.  Ranuolph. — Six  years  ago,  there  could 
not  have  been  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this  House 
to  pass  this  resolution — now,  the  right  is  disputed. 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  pass  a  resolution  referriug 
to  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  bring  io  a  bw 
grounded  on  it  1  Do  we  not  do  this  every  day? 
One  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. Ckntlemen  are  fond  of  sheltering  them- 
selves behind  great  names.  I  hare  no  hesitation 
in  saying  I  think  the  Executive  was  wrong  in 
making  that  appofntment.  I  have  no  h^itation 
in  saying  so  here,  though  gentlemen  who  join  me 
out  of  doors  are  reluctant  to  make  the  same  de^ 
la  ration  on  this  floor.  I  do  not  think,  howerer, 
the  persons  who  made  the  appointment  as  repre- 
hensible as  the  persons  at  whose  importanale  soli- 
citation it  was  made.  I  believe  that  a  man  of  good 
sense,  and  of  upright  intentions,  may  be  induced 
to  do  that  which  his  own  judgment  will  after- 
wards condemn.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  ante- 
chambers of  our  great  men  were  crowded  with 
applicants  for  offices  in  Louisiana.  I  have  Qnde^ 
stood  that  for  every  office  there  were  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  applications.  Thus  mueh  for 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  out  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  scarcity  of  characters  to  supply  these 
offices. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  ourselves  haVe  jonc  u 
bad  as  this,  in  establishing  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana.  If  gentlemen  bring  me  many 
more  precedents  on  this  subject,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  say  that  purchase  was  the  greatest  enne 
that  ever  befel  us.  What !  Shall  a  temporary 
system,  formed  on  an  emergency,  when  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  do  something  to  take  the  eoantirioto 
our  hands,  be  eompareia  to  a  deliberate  and  sys- 
tematic procedure  ? 

But  there  is  another  reason  alleged  for  m^H 
a  plurality  of  offices  in  one  person,' and  that  is  the 
lowness  of  salaries.  I  do  not  know  any  I^^^Jj 
more  disgusting  to  a  man  of  unsophisticated  len- 
ings,  than  that  of  men  hunting,  with  all  the  afid- 
ity  of  terriers,  after  appointments,  and  the  wxt 
moment  complaining  that  the  salaries  attachediU) 
their  places  are  too  low.  Before  they  eei  the 
office  they  have  no  objection  to  the  salary,  bo*  the 
moment  they  are  on  the  saddle,  they  discover  that 
they  have  sacrificed  their  talents  to  the  poolie 
good.  This  is  the  cant  of  the  whole  trIbe-Uie 
slang  of  those  men  whose  last  object  is  to  hvc  on 
their  own  honest  exertions, and  who  are  therefore 
for  making  a  job  of  Gtovernment. 

One  observation  haa  been  made,  which  sh^ 
that  the  meaning  <rf  tbis  resolution  hts^not  Dew 
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properly  understood,  which  relates  to  the  Com- 
missioQers  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  But  the  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  not,  strictly 
speaking,  officers.  The  duties  they  discharge  are 
ex  officio^  in  virtue  of  their"  holding  other  high 
offices,  and,  as  Commissioners,  they  receive  no 
salary.  I  will  go  further,  and  state  that  this  res- 
olution does  not  contain  any  veto  on  the  union  of 
small  offices,  such  as  those  in  the  custom-houses. 
where  the  compensation  attached  to  each  appoint- 
ment is  too  small  to  support  the  officer,  and  the 
duties  too  indonsiderable  to  occupv  his  time;  in 
consequence  of  which,  several  small  appointments 
are  united  in  one  man,  on  the  true  principles  of 
economy.  No ;  this  resolution  is  intended  for  great 
cases,  such  as  that  which  has  been  alluded  to.  I 
believe  that  the  person  who  made  that  appoint- 
ment is  himself  conscious  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
that,  so  far  from  entertaining  the  feelings  which 
gentlemen  have  imagined,  he  will  feel  a  sentiment 
of  respect  for  this  House,  should  they  pass  it. 

Mr.  Yarnum  considered  the  resolution  as  ^o- 
ing  too  far,  and  said  it  was  a  very  common  thins 
for  two  offices  to  be  united  in  one  man.  It  had 
been  usual  to  unite  the  diplomatic  character  with 
the  military  command  in  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  and  a  diplomatic  character  had  like- 
wise been  given  to  our  naval  commander  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Instances  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
in  one  person  were  very  numerous.  If  there  ex- 
isted, at  present,  any  case,  in  which  such  an  union 
was  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  official 
duties,  he  hoped  it  would  be  pointed  out  \  whe- 
ther there  was  or  was  not,  he  could  not  say.  But 
-where  did  the  respon>ibility  for  such  appointments 
lie  ?  Not  that  House,  but  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  responsible;  for  the  correct  dis- 
charge of  whose  duties  they  were  accountable 
to  the  people.  Where,  then,  was  the  propriety 
of  an  interference  by  the  House  ?  If  the  Presi- 
dent made  an  appointment  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  the  people  would  know  it.  Was 
it  iireaamable  that  if  a  law  was  to  pass  this  House, 
predicated  on  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  agree 
to  ft,  after  having  sanctioned  the  appointments  at 
which  it  is  levelled  1  Was  this  House  to  sit  as 
a  court  of  censure?  The  Constitution  did  not 
delegate  such  a  power.  Our  very  laws,  in  vari- 
ous eases,  direct  the  union  of  office  prescribed  by 
the  resolution.    Ought  we  not,  then,  in  the  first 

eee,  to  repeal  those  laws  before  we  pass  a  reso- 
ion  in  direct  hostility  to  them? 
Mr.  y.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  to  observe, 
that  the  military  and  civil  office  should,  in  gener- 
al, be  kept  distinct ;  but  he  believed  there  were 
cases  where  it  was  necessary.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  leave  the  responsibility  where  the  Con- 
stitution had  placed  it — in  the  hands  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  union  of 
the  military  office  in  the  eases  alluded  to,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  or  not. 
He  could  readily,  however,  conceive,  that  the  union 
arose  from  the  most  correct  motive,  as  the  coun- 
try was  a  frontier,  which  might  be  menaced  with 
danger,  and  which  might  require  the  united  ex* 
9th  Con.  —30 


ercise  of  the  military  and  civil  authority  to  re- 
pel it. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  he  would  ask  whether  the  or- 
dinary union  of  military  and  civil  powers  in  the 
Governors  of  the  Territories  was  such  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  resolution  ?  The  ease  of  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  had  been  alluded  to,  where 
the  same  person,  he  believed,  received  the  pay  of 
Governor  and  Brigadier.  Is  that  the  case  with 
the  other  Governors?  He  believed  gentlemen 
would  not  say  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Grov- 
ernor  of  New  Orleans  should  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  army ;  and  yet  they  allowed  that  to  be 
the  most  vulnerable  point  on  the  frontier.  If, 
then,  they  say  that  the  union  is  necessary  in  one 
case,  they  will  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the 
other.  When  the  marshal  executes  the  petty 
military  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  does 
he  receive  additional  pay?  Does  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  being  commander  of  the  militia,  bear 
any  relation  to  the  Gk)vernor  of  Louisiana,  hold- 
ing a  high  rank  in  the  standing  army  ?  Suppose  the 
southern  frontier  should  be  invaded,  and  it  should  be 
necessary  to  call  out  the  army  to  defend  it,  where 
would  be  the  compatibility  of  these  two  appoint- 
ments ?  The  same  individual  might  be  called  at 
one  and  the  same  time  to  St.  Louis  and  St.  Mary's. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  compatible  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  for  a  man  to  enjoy 
a  sinecure  ?  and  whether  one  of  these  offices  was 
not  a  sinecure,  when  the  discharge  of  its  duties 
was  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Leib  said  that,  viewing  the  resolution  as 
an  abstract  proposition,  he  had  no  objection  to 
giving  it  his  support ;  but  if  was  intended  as  a 
side  attack  upon  tne  Administration,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Before  he  was  prepared 
to  act  on  it  under  this  view,  he  wished  for  facts 
which  were  not  before  the  House.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^preeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
31,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

Yka8— Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Dick- 
son, Elias  Earle,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  8am- 
moDs,  Thomas  Bandford,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covmg- 
ton,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cotts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, Peter  Eariy,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenexer 
Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Charies  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Gieen,  Silas  Hakey,  John  Hamilton,  Salh 
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Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Duncan  McFarland,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselj,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumibrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Oiin,  Timothy  Pitkid,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
8Ioan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  6.  Stur- 
ges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thon^n,  Uri  Tracy,  KilUan 
K*  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston.  • 

The  resolution  was  consequently  rejected.  And 
then,  ao  adjournment  being  called  for,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  2. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December  last,  the 
petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between  the  Miama 
rivers,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

BeBoloed,  That  the  register  and  receiver  of 
public  moneys  of  the  land  office  in  the  district 
of  Cincinnati,  be  authorized  to  grant  certificates 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  person  residing  on 
any  ol  the  reserved  sections,  (other  than  the  re- 
served section  number  sixteen,)  for  the  tract  on 
which  he  resides,  on  the  applicant  producing  to 
them  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  claim  was 
within  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  provided  that  the  person 
shall  exhibit  the  evidence  of  his  claim  before  the 
first  day  of  August  next ;  and  provided,  such  cer- 
tificate shall  not  be  granted  for  a  larger  tract  than 
a  quarter  section,  nor  for  any  other  tract  than  that 
on  which  he  resides. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay  presented  to  the  House  a  pe- 
tition of  sundrv  officers  who  served  in  the  British 
army^  during  the  war  between  France  and  Great 
Britam,  in  America,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nfty-five,  which  was  received 
and  read,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  respect- 
ive titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
sideration of  military  services  rendered  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  during  the  said  war  with  France. 
— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oo  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
tJnitea  States^,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
. hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported  with  sev- 
eral amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


Ordered  That  the  said  bill,  with  tbe  amend- 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haw  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Ai 
act  in  addition  to  *An  act  to  make  provision  for 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  woondi 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  with  ser- 
eral  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill:  Wberenpoi, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  togeiber 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Commiitee  of 
Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  modilci- 
tions  of  the  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,"  disagreed  to  by  thb  Hoose: 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  this  House  doth  disa^to  tk 
modifications  by  the  Senate  of  the  said  amend- 
menr,  and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  anae(;e^ 
titled  *An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  act  entitled 
an  act  refi;ulating  foreign  coins,  and  m  other 
purposes ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Josbpb  Cut, 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Tbomas  M.  RANDOi<PB,andMt. 

MUMFORO. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjnstoeBt 
of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territo|-y  of  Michi^tod 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  tune,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  cemii 
cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  tketlurd 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  stated  that  an  understaodiif 
had  taken  place  between  the  Minister  of  the  l/ni- 
ted  States  at  Paris,  and  the  French  Miaisicr  of 
the  public  treasury,  as  to  the  payment  of  claims 
of  American  citizens,  generally  called  fioidef 
embargo  claims,  (the  payment  of  which  had  bMe- 
tofore  oeen  suspended,)  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  payment  should  be  made  at  the  Treasarf  ot 
the  United  States.  Under  the  existing  prorisioB<) 
this  authority  did  not  attach  to  the  treasorf.  He 
had,  therefore,  been  instructed  by  the  CoiniBiiJ^ 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  present  a  bill  to  give  the 
power.  He  accordingly  offered  a  bill  supplemei- 
tary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  paym^^ 
of  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  Su^ 
on  the  Government  of  France;  which  wasrefen«» 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Vabnum  reported  from  the  committee  if 
pointed  to  inquire  into  such  measures  as  it  is  ^ 
pedient  to  adopt  for  the  complete  arming  ott» 
militia  of  the  United  States,  giving  a  verj  loterest- 
ing  detail  of  the  extent  to  which  the  miluia  are  it 
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present  armed ;  kj  whieh  it  appears  that  there  are 
in  the  hands  of  tbe  militia  250,000  fire  arms,  and 
120,000  in  the  public  magazines  of  the  United 
States.  The  report  recommends  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $61,000  toward  the  manufacture 
ofarais;  which  was  subsequently  introduced  in 
tbe  military  appropriation  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  SANOPORn  be  of  the  com- 
imttee  appointed,  on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Post- 
master General,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
who  has  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolpq,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
tb.e  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of 
tlxe  United  Sutes;"  which  was  rei|d  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
OD  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bassett  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  Amelia  Euffene  Beaumarchais,  heiress  and 
lepreaenutive  of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarchais, 
deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevallie,  her  attorney,  which 
•was  received  and  read,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  an  unfavorable  settlement  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  accounts  of  the  de 
ceased,  for  supplies  furnished,  and  services  ren- 
dered to  the  tJnited  States,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  with  Great  Britain. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  on  the  29th  ultimo,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution :  '^  That  no  person 
'  holding  a  contract  under  the  Government  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  or  ix^direct- 
^  If,  particinate  in  the  emoluments  of  such  con- 
'  tract,  ahaU  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the 

*  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 

*  ted  States — was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  sute  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itselrinto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  military  appropri- 
ations fur  the  year  1806. 

Having  gone  through  the  same,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  House  ordered 
it  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

CHARLESTOWN,  VA. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inh^bit- 
anu  of  Charlestown,  in  Virginia,  praying  that 
that  place  should  be  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  reporL 

Mr.  Jackson  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional  right 
of  tbe  petitioners  to  be  allowed  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Cbowninsbielo,  though  against  postpone- 
ment and  in  favor  of  discussing  the  principle,  con- 
tested tbe  right. 

Mr.  Leib  withdrew  his  motion ;  when  the  mo- 
tion to  consider  the  report  was  disagreed  to— only 
13  members  rising  iii  favor  of  it. 


BEL£A8£  ON  CU8TOM~HOU8E  BOND8. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  instant,  by  the  House,  the  peti- 
tion of  Francis  Barretto,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner  prays  that  Congress  would  relieve 
him  from  the  payment  of  a  cnstom-house  bond,  where 
he  is  the  surety»  or,  if  this  is  deemed  improper,  as  he 
is  in  indigent  circumstances,  he  hopes  that  some  favor- 
able arrangenient  m<vy  be  made  for  him,  whereby  his 
person  may  be  eztmpt  from  arrest,  under  the  judg- 
ment obtained  against  him>  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States. 

The  £>llowiiig  facts  f4>pear  in  this  case :  The  peti- 
tioner, on  the  17th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1795,  le- 
gether  with  George  Arnold  and  James  Harrison,  be- 
came bound  to  the  United  States,  as  sureties  for  Jose 
Joaquim  La  Costa,  for  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  brig- 
antine  Los  Amigos,  from  Madeira,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  person  who  signed 
the  bonds  as  principal  having  failed  in  lus  business, 
and  neglecting  to  pay  the  debt,  saits  were  commenced 
for  the  racovery  of  the  duties,  upon  which  judgment 
was  obtained,  and  the  principal  debtor  was  a  long  time 
confined  in  the  jail  of  New  York,  and  was  finally  lib- 
erated pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  sixth  of 
June,  1798,  upon  assigning  all  his  property  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  further  sUted,  that  the 
other  two  sureties,  James  Harrison  and  George  Arnold, 
being  totally  insolvent,  have  departed  fri>m  the  United 
States ;  and  the  petitioner,  unable  to  struggle  with  the 
difficulties  and  loss  of  mercantile  credit  which  be  had 
incurred,  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  bene- 
fit of  the  bankrupt  act  Since  the  discharge  from  his 
private  creditors,  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  fbr 
the  New  York  district  has  recovered  judgment  against 
him  for  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  he  is  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  from  day  to  day. 

He  is  totally  destitute  of  property,  and  has  a  numer- 
ons  fomily  of  young  chfldren,  who  depend  upon  hie 
exertions  for  their  education  and  support.  In  this  dis- 
tressing ntaation  he  is  unable  to  pursue  any  business 
to  advantage,  and  can  only  expect  or  hope  for  relief 
from  the  benevolent  interposition  of  Congress. 

The  committee  remark,  that  the  petitioner's  misfi^r- 
tnnes  do  not  appear  to  be  owing  to  his  fault  or  neglect. 
He  placed  implicit  confidence  in  the  person  who  was 

Srindpal  on  the  bond,  and  expected  he  would  pay  it ; 
e  was  deceived  in  this  expectation.  His  own  funds 
were,  and  still  are,  inadequate  \o  meet  the  payment. 
He  is  totally  destitute  of  property.  Tbe  United  States 
cannot  expect  to  receive  anything  fii>m  the  petitioner. 
Thus  circumstanced,  and  well  knowing  that  CongrefS 
have,  in  several  instances,  where  any  meritorions  cases 
presented  themselves,  made  provision  for  the  relief  of 
persons  who  were  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  the  com- 
mittee conceive  that  the  House  will  readily  agree  to 
exempt  the  person  of  the  petitioner  from  arrest  for  the 
debt  owing  to  the  United  States.  Similar  bills  have 
been  reported  during  this  session  fbr  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Johonnot  and  John  McFadon,  and  the  present  peti- 
tioner has  equal,  if  not  superior  claims  upon  die  human- 
ity of  Congress.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  resolution : 

lUtoUtdy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so  far  as 
to  free  his  person  from  arrest  or  confinement,  on  ac- 
count pf  any  judgment  obt#inad  i^gainst  him  in  behalf 
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of  the  United  States,  is  reasonsble,  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McFadon  and  Francis 
Johonnot. 

PLURALITY  OF  0PFICE8 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  agreeing  to  the  following  resolution, 
offered  by  Mr.  J  Randolph  : 

8d.  Reioived,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  to  render  any  officer,  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  incapable  of  holding  any  civil  office  un- 
der the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  FisK  moved  to  postpone  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Fisk, 
Blmer,  and  Cook;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Clat,  J.  Randolph,  and  J.  C.  Smith, 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  disagreed  to — yeas  43^  nays  72,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  John  Chandler,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Peter 
Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  William 
McCreery,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
.  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Sioutlmrd,  Joseph  Stanton,David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  Eh- 
phalet  Wickes,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Nats — Burwell  Bassett.  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thos.  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  I^evi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  ElUot,  Caleb 
ElUs,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
lord,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamm  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram 
IVigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams.  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative— yeas  94,  nays  21,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tbas— WiHis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  AnderMn,  David 


Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Sdit  Bet- 
ton,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  janior,  TboBM 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William  Batler,  John  Ciop- 
beU,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  CliibocBt 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  BiCatthew  CUj,  lAa 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covmgtoo,  Job 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eirij, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Jamei  M.  Gih 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew Gregf, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastingi,  Jh^ 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  WslteiJoiiei, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Maiioi, 
Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomti  Moon, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mody, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumferd,  Thomas  Newton,  janior,  Gideoo 
Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  JofiiahQuncj, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Ret  d 
Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thoaa 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Sctnuemu, 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Su&kI 
Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  JoKfb 
Stonton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Starges,8iBl 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  M 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W-ThompKi, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  VanKensMbti, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  B-WJ- 
liams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Aki- 
ander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Btmtbii 
Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  B&venpon 
junior,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  June*  Kefir. 
William  McCreery,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rhea  of  To- 
nessee,  John  Russell,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sosa. 
Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  John  Whitehill,  and  Elifibalrt 
Wickes. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broagit^ 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  Mr.  David  R.  Williaiis,  oa 
Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  do  prepare  and  hring  » 
the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comtnitieew 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  alter  and  esw- 
lish  certain  post  roads;  and,  after  some  lime  sp«1^ 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leare  tosii 
again. 

Tbubsdat,  April  3. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committeeof 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplemenUrf  to  tlw it^ 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  citizensof  tw 
United  States  on  the  Gtovemment  of  Frtncf 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amcndoent 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  aK 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow.  . 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  wbj 
were  referred,  yesterday,  the  amendmeot  of  * 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  remei* 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  ^ 
pend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  wg^ljjjj 
forei^  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  rcpon^ 
their  agreement  to  the  same  with  several  ame»j 
ments;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  »»^ 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  _      J 

The  House  again  rwolred  itself  into  t  Comaut^ 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
sererally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell ;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  supplementary  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minis- 
ter PlenipoteDtiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
for  claims  embraced  by  the  convention  with  the 
French  Republic  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  which  have 
been  presented  at  the  Treasury,  and  not  included 
in  the  list  transmitted  on  the  twentieth  ultimo ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Matthew  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  hill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  r^ulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;" 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate fifovernmenis,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  tfme.  When 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
-whole  'House  immediately.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
done. 

Mr.  Varndm  observed,  that  a  report  on  a  new 
organization  of  the  militia  had  been  made  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  of  a  negative  kind  ; 
that  a  bill  had  been  subsequently  acted  upon  in 
the  House  in  some  measure  implicating  the 
points  taken  in  the  report;  and  that  afterwards  a 
bill  on  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  the 
Senate,  which  induced  him  to  suspend  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  report.  That  bill 
had  been  negatived.  His  object  in  rising  was  to 
state  that,  as  the  report  was  of  a  negative  charac- 
ter, he  should  not  think  of  calling  it  up,  unless  it 
was  the  wish  of  gentlemen  that  it  should  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  agree  to 
the  amendments  prroposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  provision  for  persons  disabled  by 
icnown  wounds  received  during  the  Revolutionarv 
war. 

Mr.  fiuicKLEOOE  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  tlfe  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Davio  R.  Williams  moved  an  indefinite 
postponement. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  John  C. 
Smith,  J.  Clay,  Leib,  Vabnum,  Bedinoer,  and 
Vah  Cortlanot. 
'    Mr.  Davio  R.  Williams  withdrew  his  motion, 


when  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the 
Ubie. 


Fhidat,  April  4. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Crowninshielo.  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manuractures,  presented  a  bill 
laying  a  duty  on  copper,  therein  described  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  presented  a  bill  concerning  the  further 
safeguard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  thirty-first  of  the  same  month,  a  reso- 
lution to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide, 

by  law,  for  fitting  and  preparing navy  yards, 

belonginp^  to  the  United  States,  on  or  near  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  for  the  reception  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  ot  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  con* 
sidered :  Whereupon, 

Reeolved^  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  makeanf 
further  legislative  provision  oli  this  subject. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbib, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  should 
the  Senate  think  proper  to  appoint  such  commit- 
tee, on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
ought  to  adjourn. 

Ordertdy  That  Mr.  Leib,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr. 
Tennet,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell,"  was  twice 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  * 
House  on  Mondajr  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Qoveroment  of  France,  was  read 
the  third  time, and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  asreed  to  bv  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  togetner  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 
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On  motiob  of  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reiolvedt  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  fix>in  the 
aereral  States,  and  present  to  this  House,  at  their  next 
iMtsion,  a  list  of  invalid  pensioners  who  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  respective  States,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
rtrvice  of  ^e  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  noting  paitiouiariy,  as  far  as  the 
same  may  be  practicable,  whether  such  pensioners  serv- 
ed in  the  militia  or  in  the  line  of  the  regular  army  ; 
and,  also,  the  monthly  sum  allowed  to  ead^  pensioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^  and  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Cionnecticut,  was  read  the  third  time. 

RoaUved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be  **An  act  for  erecting  certain  li^ht- 
hbuses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  ouoys  in  Pamlico 
sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Oarolina." 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  rose  merely  to  notify 
the  House  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  mo- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Journal  of  the  secret  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House.  On  Saturday,  he  believed, 
the  House  had  directed  the  injUuction  of  secrecy 
t6  be  taken  off,  and  the  Journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  printed.  In  a  few  days  after,  they  saw 
semethinff  like  it  ia  a  newsraiper.  To-day,  for 
the  first  time,  they  found  the  omcial  Journal  laid 
on  their  tables.  Last  session,  they  had  heard  a 
flourish  about  economy  in  the  printinff  of  the> 
House ;  and  this  session,  several  days  had  elapsed 
before  a  small  pamphlet  was  printed;  and,  he 
Wduld  observe  that,  notwithstandins  the  printing 
had  been  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  found 
the  sarnie  sum  appropriated  this  year.  He  said 
he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  Journal.  When  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy was  taken  ofi^  it  was,  he  understood,  to  en- 
able the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  He  was.  however,  convinced,  that  very 
fe#  people  would,  from  its  perusal,  know  any- 
thing about  them. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  *An  act  to  make  provision 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  Revolutiooarjr  war."  Aud 
the  said  amendment  being  again  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

'•  After  the  word  *  that,'  in  the  second  line  of  the 
first  section,  strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bin,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

"Any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
musidsn,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  serrice  af  the  United  States,  while  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Roto- 
lutionary  war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service ;  or 


who,  in  consequence  of  disability  asafore8tid,Tengnei 
his  commission  or  took  a  discharge ;  or  ^ho.  titer  in- 
curring disability  as  aforesaid,  was  taken  captrre  bj  tb» 
enemy,  and  remained  either  in  captivity  or  on  psroie, 
until  the  dose  of  said  Revolutionary  war ;  or  who,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds,  receired  is  iforenid, 
has  at  any  period  since  become  and  continaeddinbki 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  him  unable  to  procure  s 
subsistence  by  manual  labor ;  whether  radi  officer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  served  at  t  vol- 
unteer, in  any  proper  service  against  the  common  ene- 
my, or  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  militit,  nbkk 
served  against  the  common  enemy,  or  to  the  regnlar 
forces  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  any  particultr  State; 
he  shall,  upon  substantiating  his  claim  in  the  maoner 
hereinafter  described,  be  placed  on  the  pension  Kit  of 
the  United  States,  during  life,  or  the  continuance  of 
sudi  disability,  and  be  entitled,  under  the  regnhtionf 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  such  sum  aa  ahallbft 
found  just  and  proper,  by  the  testimony  addoced. 

«*  Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  innib. 
stantiating  such  claim,  the  fbllowing  rules  and  regula- 
tions shall  be  complied  wi^  that  b  to  say:  All  evi- 
dence shall  be  taken  on  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the 
Judge  bf  the  District,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, in  which  such  claimant  resides,  or  beiore  aooe 
person  specially  auUiorized  by  commission  from  aaid 
Judge. 

**  Decisive  disability,  the  efiect  of  a  known  woandff 
wounds  received  while  in  the  actual  service,  and  fine 
of  duty  against  the  common  enemy,  during  the  Setoln- 
tionary  war,  must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  ths 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  corps,  ooapiBy» 
ship,  Tessel,  or  craft,  in  which  said  cisimant  served;  a 
of  two  other  credible  witnesses  to  Uie  same  efieet,  aet* 
ting  forth  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  such  Inown 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  particalariy  ^ 
scribing  the  same. 

"  The  nature  of  such  disability,  and  in  what  d«|iee 
it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaining  his  subaiBtaiMe, 
must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  some  reputable  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  stating  his  opinion,  either  from  Iv 
own  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  the  claimant, or 
from  an  examination  of  such  claimant  on  oath  or  a^ 
firmation ;  which,  when  necessary  for  that  norpo^t 
shall  be  administered  to  said  claimant  by  said  Jodge  or 
Commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  snigsoatiB 
his  affidavit,  shall  particulariy  describe  the  ^**^^ 
wounds  from  whence  the  disability  appears  to  b0  de- 
rived. 

"  Every  claimant  must  prove,  by  at  least  one  credi- 
ble witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  duiiil  tha 
whole  time  for  which  he  was  detached,  or  for  which  be 
engaged,  unless  he  was  discharged,  or  left  the  aerrieea 
consequence  af  some  derangement  of  the  arnyt  <ff  oi 
consequence  of  his  disability  resigned  his  coDiuaaoOt 
or  was,  after  his  disability,  in  captivity  or  on  l»«>j*» 
until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And inw 
same  manner  must  prove  his  mode  of  lift  and  employ 
ment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  the  place  or  plac* 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  his  place  of  residence 
at  the  time  of  taking  such  testimony. 

"  Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  sst^ 
tory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  application  for » 
pension  before,  and  that  he  is  not  on  the  pension  Hat « 
any  State;  and  the  Judge  or  Commissioner  shall  c^ 
tify,  in  writing,  his  opinion  of  the  credibility  of  the  wit- 
nesses,* whose  affidavits  he  shall  take,  in  all  ^^^f*?* 
where  bf  this  act  it  is  said  die  proof  sbafi  be  made  tj 
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a  credible  witnenB  or  witnesses ;  and  also  that  the  ex- 
amining physician  or  surgeon  is  reputable  in  Us  pro- 
fesoon. 

**  8bc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  person  by  him  comnussioned 
as  aiforesaid,  shall  transmit  a  list  of  such  claims,  ac- 

.  companied  by  the  evidence,  affidavits,  certificates,  and 
proceedings  had  thereon  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  not- 
ingr  particularly  the  day  on  which  the  testimony  was 
doaed  before  him,  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  War,  that  the  same  may  be  compared  with  muster- 
rolls,  or  other  documents  in  his  office :  and  the  said 
Secretary  shi^  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which, 
together  witff  all  the  testimony,  he  shall  from  time  to 

,    time  transmit  to  Congpress,  with  such  remarks  as  he 

[    may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to 

]  place  such  claimants  on  the  pension  list  as  shall  be 
found  entitled  to  the  privilege.  And  it  shall  be  the  duW 

I  of  the  Judge  or  Commissioner,  aforesaid,  to  permit 
each  claimant  to  take  a  transcript  of  the  evidence  and 

'    proceedings  had  respecting  his  daim,  if  he  shall  desire 

'-    it,  and  to  certify  the  same  to  be  correct. 

« Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 

'  pension,  or  increajse  thereof;  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shaU 
commence  on  the  day  when  the  claimant  shall  have 

^    completed  his  testimony  before  the  authority  proper  to 

'    take  the  same. 

**  Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  mcrease 

'    of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  persons,  already  placed 

'    upon  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States  for  disabili- 

:  tiea  caused  by  known  wounds  received  during  tiie  Rev- 
olutionary war,  in  all  cases  where  justice  shall  require 
the  same  :     Provided,  That  the  increase,  when  added 

»    to  the  pension  formerly  received,  shall  in  no  case  ex- 

(    ceed  a  full  pension. 

«  Every  invalid  making  application  for  this  purpose, 

,  ahall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  physicians  or  sur- 
gemis,  to  be  authorized  by  commission  from  the  Judge 
d  the  District  where  such  invalid  resides ;  who  shall 

,    report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  their  opinion 

.  of  die  nature  of  the  applicant's  disability,  and  in  what 
degree  it  prevents  him  firom  obtaining  a  subsistence  by 

:  manual  labor ;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted,  by 
aaad  physicians  or  surgeons,  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with 
the  documents  in  his  office,  and  shall  make  a  state- 
ment of  all  such  cases,  which,  together  with  Uie  origi- 
nal report,  he  shall  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  C<m- 
gress,  with  such  remarks  as  he  may  think  proper,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  such  pensioners. 
"  Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  full 
pennon  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  officer, 
ahall  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally  allowed,  at 
the  time  of  incurring  said  disability,  to  his  grade  in  the 
finrees  raised  by  the  United  States ;  and  the  proportions 
less  than  a  full  pension,  diall  be  the  correspondent  pro- 
portions of  said  half-pay ;  and  a  l\in  pension  to  a  non- 
oomnnasioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  sea- 
man, shall  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  proportions 
leas  than  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  like  proportions  of 
fi-re  doOars  a  month ;  but  no  pension  of  a  commission- 
ed officer  shall  be  calculated  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 
hetf-pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

«  Sac*  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pen- 
aiona,  or  increase  thereof,  which  may  be  allowed  by 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  pensions 
to  invalids,  who  have  been  heretofore  placed  on  the 
pension  Kst,  are  now  paid,  and  under  such  restrictions 
and  reguhitions,  in  all  respects,  as  are  prescribed  by 
law. 


"  Sac.  8.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfinr,  or  mort* 
gage  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pension,  payable 
to  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  ma- 
rine, or  seaman,  before  the  same  becomes  due,  shall  be 
valid.  And  every  person  claiming  such  pension,  or  any 
part  thereof,  under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution, 
shall,  before  the  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation^ 
before  some  magistrate  legally  authorized  to  take  the 
same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said  magistrate, 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  person  who  pays  said  penp 
sion,  that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  pari 
thereof.  And  any  person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shaU 
suffer  as  for  vrilful  and  corrupt  peijury. 

"  Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  heretofore  passed,  so  far  as  they 
authorize  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  for,  and  in  consideration  of,  disabilities 
derived  ttom  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed  i 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  repealing  dauae  shaU 
injure,  or  in  any  way  affect  those  persons  already  upon 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Sec* 
retaiy  for  the  Department  of  War  shall  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
any  claimant  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  this  act  had  never  passed. 

«  Skc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  this  act» 
so  far  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  persons  upon  the 
pension  list  of  the  United  States,  shall  remain  in  force 
for  and  during  the  space  of  six  years  from  the  passage 
thereof,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  this  limitation 
shall  not  affect  or  impair  the  right  of  any  invalid,  who 
may  have  completed  his  testimony,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed b^  this  act,  before  this  limitation  commences 
its  operation ;  but  whidi  has  not  been  transmitted  t6 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War.'* 

Mr.  Albton  moved  to  recQmmit  this  bill  to 
the  Committed  of  the  whole  House. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs  Alstoic^ 
T.  Moore,  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Blackledob^ 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Clay.  R. 
Nelson,  and  Van  Cortlandt;  and  was  disa- 
greed to — yeas  26. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  provide  ft)r  the 
placing  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
all  such  wounded  or  disabled  persons  as  have  beeii 
placed  on  the  pension  lists  of  the  States  for  wounds 
or  disabilities  received  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  on  adducing  a  prescribed  proof. 

Messrs.  Blackledoe,  Blount,  Clark,  and 
Gregg,  supported,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Beo- 
inger,  R.  Nelson,  Varnum,  Southard,  Bii>* 
well, and  SLOAN,opposed  this  amendment;  which 
was  disa^eed  to — ^veas  34,  nays  69. 

The  friends  of  tne  ameodment  contended  that 
it  was  just,  that  a  full  and  liberal  provision  should 
be  made  for  all  the  militia  disabled,  as  well  those 
already  provided  for  by  some  States,  as  those  not 
provided  for  by  other  States. 

The  opponents  of  the  amendment  did  not  deny 
the  justice  of  such  a  provision,  but  contended  that 
it  would  not  probably  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  was  impracucable  to  make 
it  without  going  into  minute  detaik,  forbidden  by 
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the  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  and  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
distinct  bill  at  a  future  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  in  the 
^rmati?e — yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Tbas — ^Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker, 
Borwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bilas  Betton, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  'William  Blackiedge,  John  Blake., 
junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsnield, 
Bichard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter 
Early,  James  EUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WUliam  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findlev,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gar- 
oett,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder, 
Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  GKdeon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  C.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
Whitehili,  Robert  Whitehill,  EUphalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
maduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Thom- 
as Blount,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Eiias  Earle, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Randolph,  Abram  Trigg,  and  David  R.  Williams. 


Saturday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Qrego,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Laodii,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  of  the  twenty-sixth  ultimo,  "to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of 
the  sereral  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  lands,"  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*'An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes:"  Where- 
upon the  said  amendments,  together  with  the 
bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ad 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts,  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt, 


in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, aad 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare 
also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eootioae 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  IIoDse. 

Mr.  Qreog,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  respeetioff  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committe^to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eou'ded 
*'An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,^rictsas 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  Suies, 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt:" 
Whereupon,  the  said  amendments,  together  witb 
the  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wtfi 
and  Means. 

PAY  OF  WITNE88E8S. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  nakiog 
provision  for  the  compensation  of  witnesses  who 
attended  on  the  trial  of  Samuel  Chase. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  ameodmeDt,  od- 
der  consideration  at  the  time  this  bill  was  before 
the  committee^  was  to  insert  in  the  first  seciion 
''on  the  part  of  the  United  States"— limitiog the 
provision  to  the  payment  of  witnesses  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

On  this  amendment,  the  Committee  divided- 
yeas  59  nays  35. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  a  new  seciion 
was  introduced  providing  for  the  payment  of  aof 
expences  incurred  by  order  of  the  managers. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
these  amendments.  The  House  immediately  took 
up  the  report. 

On  concurring  with  the  Committee  in  their 
agreement  to  the  amendment  restricting  ibc  pro- 
vision to  the  payment  of  the  witnesses  suinmooed 
"  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,"  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  after  a  few  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  M.  Williams  aofainst  the  amendment,  and 
were — yeas  51,  nays  54,  as  followj: 

YsAs — ^Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barkeri  BurwaD 
Bassett,  Geoige  M.  Bedinger,  William  Bladdedfe, 
John  Blake,  junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bottev 
Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  l^^ 
Covington,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W< 
Eppes,  WUliam  Findley,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hil«J» 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ma 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magnider,  Josiah  Ma*- 
ters,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Monow, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  PcnnsyWaniii 
John  Rhea,of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomaa  Sam- 
mons,  Thomas  Sandford,  James  Sloan,  John  SmM 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamuia, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiJliama,  AJeiander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstim. 
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Nats— Willis  Abton,  janior,  David  Bard,  Silas  Bet- 
ton,  Thomas  Blount,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clai- 
borae,  Christopher  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr. 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Early  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Elj,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Goodwvn, 
8eth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Ruflsell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
xer  8eaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Stadman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  PhHip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
J^hn  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liuns,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

The  House  then  concarred  in  the  second 
ameodmeDt,  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday — yeas  62. 

mPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  there- 
in mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

This  bill  establishes  the  town  or  landing  place 
of  Darien  into  a  port  of  delivery ;  and  contains 
the  following  proyision  in  the  third  section,  viz : 
^'That  so  much  of  the  18th  section  of  the  ^'act  to 
regulate  the  cdllection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  as  relates  to  the  entry  of  ships  or  vessels 
arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Uood  Hope,  or  from 
aDy  place  beyond  the  same;  and  so  much  of  the 
77th  section  of  said  act  as  restricts  the  allowance 
of  drawback  to  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  districts  of  original  importation, 
or  from  those  ports  at  which  vessels  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  any  place  bevond  the 
same,  are  permitted  to  make  entry,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are  repealed." 

The  effect  of  the  first  part  of  this  provision 
would  be  to  admit  to  entry  vesseb  from  or  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  at  any  port  of  entry 
ID  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clark,  Ely,  D.  R.  Williams,  J.  C. 
Smith,  CIuinct,  and  Dana,  supported,  and  Mr. 
Crowninshielo  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  striking  out 
the  residue  of  the  section,  which  prevailed  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  dniNCY  moved  a  new  section,  for  making 
Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  aport  of  entry  for  ves- 
aeu  irom  or  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
was  disagreed  to— yeas  7. 

Mr.  Blount  offered  a  new  section  for  erecting 
a  district  to  be  called  the  district  of  Ocracoke,  in 
North  Carolina,  into  a  port  of  entry,  which  was 
agreed  to ;  when  the  Committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — I  rise  to  execute  the  pur- 
pose which  I  intimated  yesterday.  On  the  first 
page  of  this  Journal  (holding  in  his  hand  the 
Journal  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House) 
I  find  it  stated  that  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  and  communication  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  which  were  read;  that 
they  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  I 
find  that  then  follows  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee, without  any  notice  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  on  which  it  was  grounded.  This  I  take 
to  be  a  departure  from  the  regular  system  of  keep- 
ing the  Journal,  because  I  perceive  in  other  parts 
of  it  messages,  though  of  a  private  nature,  accom- 
panying other  communications,  inserted.  I  deem 
It  not  less  important  to  the  character  of  those  who 
compose  the  select  committee,  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  one,  than  to  the  character  of  the  €k)v- 
ernment  of  the  United  States^  that  a  full  and  fair 
view  should  be  given  to  the  public  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  •on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
Legislature  on  the  other.  I  beg  pardon  for  using 
the  term  "  ^vernment ;"  by  government  I  meant 
the  ExecDtive  department.  I  shall  feel  it  incum- 
bent on  me,  in  order  to  impress  on  the  House  the 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  importance  of  this  mo- 
tion^ to  enter  into  some  little  history  ot  the  tran- 
sactions which  have  taken  place  with  closed  doors, 
in  which,  though  I  may  not  undertake  to  say  what 
the  Message  orthe  President  contains,  I  shall  feel 
myself  at  liberty,  according  to  the  course  pursued 
here,  to  say  what  it  does  not  contain. 

It  is  true  that,  on  the  6th  of  December,  that  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
committee  met,  and  one  Af  the  members,  a  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  whom  I  do  not  now  see 
in  his  place,  as  soon  as  the  committee  met,  pro- 
posed tnat  they  should  recommend  to  the  House 
the  making  an  appropriation  of  money  to  enable 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  abroad.  I  understood, 
though  it  maynotliave  been  so  expressed,  that 
the  object  was  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas.  There 
was  a  great  variety  of  sentiment  in  the  commit- 
tee, and  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  of 
whom  I  was  one,  objected,  that  in  the  confidential 
Message  of  the  President,  there  was  not  a  sylla- 
ble about  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas^  or  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  forei|;n  negotiation,  that 
there  was  not  a  word  in  it  to  induce  us  to  believe 
that  Spain  was  willing  to  make  the  sale  or  to 
come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  difference  with 
us;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  direct  and  oppo- 
site inference  could  only  be  drawn  from  its  con- 
tents. 

On  coming  to  town,  and  conversing  with  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House,  I  was  apprized  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  project  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas 
from  Spain ;  and  I  was  prepared  to  have  consid- 
ered any  expressions  in  the  Executive  Message  as 
havinff  this  meaning,  which  could  at  all  warrant 
it.  There  was  such  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
committee  that  they  came  to  no  direct  conclOHion. 
Circumstances  of  an  imperious  nature  called  me 
to  Bahimore,  where  I  staid,  I  think,  six  days.  On 
my  return  on  Saturday,  I  fonnd.  from  the  tnfor- 
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matioQ  of  a  gentlemao  from  Marylaod,  (Mr. 
NtcBOLsoN.)  that  there  had  been  considerable  ex- 
citecneQt  in  consequeQce  of  the  committee  not 
reporting.  Without  eveo  changinjf  my  clothes, 
or  going  to  my  lodgings,  I  immediately  met  the 
committee,  ana  it  was  agreed  to  write  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  learn  from  him  the  number  of 
troops  necessary  to  protect  the  Southern  frontier 
from  Spanish  inroad  and  insults.  But,  although 
in  the  public  Message  of  the  President,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  we  heard  much  of  Span- 
isn  outrages  and  insults,  and  though  the  private 
Message  of  the  President  held  a  language  in  con- 
sonance with  the  public,  I  found  a  backwardness 
in  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  and  of  the 
Executive  government,  generally,  on  taking  a  de- 
cided attitude  as  to  Spam;  and  I  found  what  was 
worse— before  I  left  town  lo  go  to  Baltimore—- 
from  a  conversation  with  what  has  been  consid- 
ered the  head  of  th«  first  Executive  department 
tmder  the  Government,  that  France  was  the  great 
obstacle  to  the  compromise  of  Spanish  differences; 
that  France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  come  to 
any  accommodation  with  us,  because  France 
wanted  money,  and  that  we  must  give  her  money. 
From  the  moment  I  heard  that  declaration,  all 
the  objections  I  originally  had  to  the  procedure, 
were  aggravated  to  the  highest  possible  degree. 
I  considered  it  a  base  prostration  of  the  national 
character,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to  bully 
another  nation  out  of  its  property,  and  from  that 
moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  my 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  the  man  entertain- 
iog  those  sentiments,  died,  never  to  live  again. 
Well,  sir,  during  my  absence  in  Baltimore,  the 
despatches  contained  in  the  Message  of  the'l7th 
of  January  arrived.  This  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  mention  i^in.  The  House  began  to  act  on 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations.  Qentlemen 
who^  in  select  committee,  had  declared  that  they 
considered  the  Executive  Message  as  a  requisition 
to  buy  the  Floridas,  though  there  was  not  a  word 
in  it  about  the  Floridas,  or  about  money,  took  a 
different  ground  in  the  House.  They  said,  that 
though  the  Executive  did  not  recommend  to  Con- 
gress to  purchase  the  country,  yet  that  they  were 
adequate  to  give  the  business  this  direction;  that 
if  they  chose,  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  it.  But 
unfortunately  for  this  new  doctrine,  and  the  pre- 
vious one  broached,  and  unfortunately  for  the 
whole  system  that  gentlemen  stepped  forward  to 
enforce,  one  gentlemen  asserted  that  he  was  ready, 
in  his  own  person,  to  vouch  that  the  course  in 
question  was  m  consonance  with  the  secret  wishes 
of  the  Executive ;  and  this  is  one  of  those  reasons 
which  calls  most  imperiously  for  the  motion 
which  I  am  about  to  make.  What  was  afterwards 
done  the  House  will  perceive.  I  pass  over  the 
motion  made  to  restrict  the  purchase  to  the  coun- 
try not  in  dispute  with  Spain,  and  to  exclude  from 
that  purchase  the  country  in  dispute,  thereby  test- 
ing the  principle,  whether  we  were  actually  buy- 
ing land  or  peace.  In  spite  of  every  obstacle,  of 
allopposition,  and  the  contradictory  votes  given, 
the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the  next 
day,  the  17th  of  January,  after  the  bosiaees  was 


out  of  our  possession,  we  received  despatches  froiik 
our  Minister  at  London,  which  had  arrived  before 
Christmas,  it  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  at- 
tempted to  be  insinuated  by  individual  members, 
that  inasmuch  as  we  received  the  original  paperj 
arid  not  a  copy,  the  despatches  had  just  arrived, 
and  there  had  not  been  time  for  transcribing  tbem. 
But  in  returning  from  the  House,  I  was  so  well 
convinced  to  the  contrary,  for  I  had  myself  re- 
ceived letters  from  London  of  a  contemporaneou 
date,  that  I  made  inquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
and  was  told  that  they  had  been  received  the 
week  before  Christmas,  at  the  same  time  with  mj 
letters. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will  undertake  to  reetif]^  a 
trivial  inaccuracy,  (for  I  wish  everything  which 
I  sute  on  this  floor  to  be  literally  exact,)  whieti^ 
on  some  former  occasion,  escaped  me.  I  said  that 
the  existence  of  these  despatches  was  nnkoowa 
to  a  high  Cabinet  Minister;  although  it  iscertaia 
that  I  so  understood,  it  is  no  less  so  that  1  wu 
mistaken.  But  though  their  existence  was  not 
unknown,  yet  their  conten ts  were.  That  Minister 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  contained— on 
the  contrary,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  did  not  contain— anything  relative  to  our 
difierences  with  Spain ;  and  as  to  their  being  sent 
to  the  House,  he  Knew  nothing  of  it  until  after 
they  had  been  received.  They  were  no  sooner 
opened  here  than  they  excited  an  instantaneoos 
sensation,  and  prodaced  a  declaration  that  the 
course  we  had  taken  was  wrong ;  they  produced 
also  an  impression  that  it  would  be  in  vain,  on  the 
subject  of  our  differences  with  Eogland,toas6aflie 
a  manly  attitude  towards  her,  if  we  became  the 
panders  and  caterers  of  the  lustful  appetite  of 
France. 

The  question  is  now  reduced  to  this  point 
whether  the  public  shall  read  the  secret  journal 
without  undersundinff  one  word  about  it,  or  shall 
read  it  intelligibly.  For  it  is  impossible  to  decide 
how  far  the  report  of  the  select  committee  is  con- 
sistent with  the  Message  of  the  President,  unless 
that  Messaj^e  is  also  published.  A  difficulty  may 
be  raised  by  saying  this  is  a  confidential  Mes- 
sage. But  this  IS  got  over  by  the  publicity  gif en 
to  the  proceedings  on  it.  It  was  confidential,  be- 
cause the  proceedings  on  it  were  so.  For  in- 
stance: Let  us  suppose  the  United  States  were 
preparing  for  some  strong  and  decisive  measure 
against  Spain,  which  it  was  politic  to  coiiceal 
from  her  till  taken ;  but  as  to  anything  decisire 
in  the  Message,  no  man  can  contend  that  it  con- 
tains anything  of  this  nature.  When  I  speak  of 
the  Message,  I  do  not  allude  to  the  communica- 
tions of  the  Minister  of  the  United  SiatjSs  with 
the  authorized  agents  of  Spain.  Thoug/h  I  see 
no  reason  why  even  those  should  not  be  published, 
as  the  ne^rotiation  has  been  entirely  closeq  by  the 
abortion  m  which  it  has  terminated.  I  however 
restrict  my  present  motion  to  the  Message. 

The  public,  from  this  vague  and  despltory 
sketch,  may  acquire  some  principles  by  which  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  members  in  this  House. 
They  will  see  what  members  were  d'apoeed  to 
have  adopted  that  course  which  the  mostauthen- 
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tic  tDfonnation  from  Europe  recommended.  Tfaev 
will  »ee  who  were  indisposed  to  aeting  tbrougn 
the  intervention  of  any  loreign  Power,  and  more 
especially  in  the  shfipe  of  a  bribe,  and  when  such 
a  course  was  not  asked  for  by  the  Bzeoutive. 
They  will  see  who  were  these  members,  and  I 
helieve  there  are  now  but  few  who  would  be 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility  on  themselves 
which  properly  belonged  to  another  department 
of  the  Qovemment;  and  to  do  all  the  dirty  work, 
which  would  otherwise  have  soiled  their  fingers. 
They  will  see  and  beware. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  De- 
cember last  be  printed ;  that  it  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal  of  the  secret  proceedings;  and  that  a 
new  edition  of  that  Journal  should  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
a  majorit)r  of  this  House  will  be  disposed  to  take 
off  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  not  only  on  this 
document,  but  on  all  their  proceedings,  that  the 
people  may  be  enabled  to  judge  for  themselves 
w^hether  the  representations  made  from  time  to 
time  are  correct ;  but  I  submit  whether  it  is  cor- 
rect in  point  of  order  to  act  in  this  way.  What 
is  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House  ?  That 
the  iujoiiction  of  secrecy  relative  to  their  pro- 
ceedioffs,  not  the  messages  or  other  communica- 
tions shall  be  taken  o£  This  is  not  the  proper 
course  to  effect  the  object  in  view.  I,  for  one, 
am  willing  to  go  into  conclave,  lind  have  the  in- 
junction on  the  whole  taken  off.  It  is  not  my 
ymsh  to  see  the  eyes  of  the  people  hoodwinked 
any  longer.  It  has  been  declared  by  the  gentle- 
man who  has  offered  this  resolution  that  we  hkve 
not  an  inch  of  territory  beyond  the  Iberville.  It 
-Whs  therefore  that  I  considered  it  all-important 
to  have  the  Floridas,  and  it  was  therefore  I  voted 
as  Congress  did  in  the  memorable  instance  of  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana.  And  it  was  the  fear  that 
taking  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy  might  affect 
the  issue  of  this  all-important  negotiation  that 
induced  me  some  time  since  to  vote  against  it. 
But  daring  the  whole  of  the  discussion  we  have 
had  on  this  subject,  no  proof  has  been  adduced 
that  the  money  we  have  appropriated  is  to  be 
ffiven  to  France,  although  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyre- 
nees; although  he  has  declared  that  Spain  is  con- 
fessedly merged  in  France ;  although  he  has  de- 
clared France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle 
her  differences  with  us,  and  although  this  has  been 
adduced  as  an  arg^ument  to  show  that  we  can  do 
nothing  with  Spain ;  and  although  the  gentleman 
has  ftirther  said  that  if  we  could  see  the  despatch- 
es of  ihe  Spanish  Minister,  we  should  see  them 
signed  "  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand ;"  and  al- 
though he  has  alleged  that  a  negotiation  could 
not  he  opened  with  a  Government  reduced  to  a 
mere  nonentitv;  as  I  did  not  anticipate  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague,  I  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
prepared  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  mo- 
tives, as  has  been  done  by  my  coUeaffue^  which 
influenced  the  decision  of  the  House.  This  could 
not  be  done  unless  all  the  docum^ts  on  this  sub- 


ject were  printed.  Some  gentlemen  appear  to 
me  to  have  given  an  importance  to  a  certain  doc- 
ument which  it  does  not  merit ;  and  it  has  been 
said  it  was  withheld  until  our  vote  was  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  trepanning  us.  I  have  heard  of 
but  two  gentlemen  who  have  declared  it  would 
have  affected  their  votes.  On  me  it  would  have 
had  a  different  tendency.  I  wish  it  published.  I 
will  say  for  one,  that  I  think  had  it  been  received 
before  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  majority^  stupendous 
as  it  was,  because — but  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say 
why.  I  hope  the  Speaker  will  decide  this  ques- 
tion not  proper  to  be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  said  that  he  had  to  his  as- 
tonishment found  a  detailed  report  on  the  Journal, 
which  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  upon  it.  He 
found  also  three  Messages,  and  this  was  the  only 
instance  in  which  a  Message  was  not  entered  up- 
on it. 

Mr.  Letb  asked  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
the  rules  of  the  House  to  have  the  Message  now 
read?  If  it  were  not,  he  could  not  concur  with 
the  j^entleman  firom  Virginia  in  voting  for  the 
motion  under  consideration,  though  he  agreed 
with  him  in  the  proprietv  of  taking  off  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  from  all  the  papers. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  asked  whether,  when  the 
Journal  was  read,  the  Clerk  had  not  began  to  read 
the  Message,  when  the  reading  was  dispensed 
with?  This  was  his  recollection,  and  if  so,  it 
must  be  considered  as  a  part  of  toe  Journal,  re- 
specting which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  had 
b«en  talen  off 

The  Clerk  said  this  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  Leib  then  said,  before  he  decided  on  the 
resolution,  he  wished  to  hear  the  Message  read. 

The  Speaker  said  it  would  be  most  accepta- 
ble that  the  House  should  decide  whether  the 
reading  were  proper. 

Mr.  Alston.— I  merely  rise  to  remind  the 
Speaker  of  the  decision  he  ^ve,  and  of  the  qhes- 
tion  I  put  to  him  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
was  removed.  I  well  recollect  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
the  letters  of  our  Minister  were  not  embraced  in 
the  motion  for  taking  off  that  iniunction.  And 
I  have  not  a  doubt  on  my  mind  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  that  decision  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  such  as  it  was.  As  to  the  publication 
of  the  Message,  it  is  immaterial  to  me.  I  voted 
aeainst  giving  publicity  to  the  secret  Journal  un- 
tu  we  had  heard  the  result  of  the  negotiation. 
To  act  consistently  on  this  subject  with  that  vote, 
I  am  for  going  no  further.  I  believe,  however, 
for  the  justification  of  those  who  voted  as  I  did, 
the  publication  of  all  the  documents  will  be  ad- 
vantageous. In  voting,  therefore,  against  pub- 
lishing this  Message,  I  shall  make  a  sacrifice  of 
my  feelings  to  the  public  interest.  For  this  vote 
the  good  of  the  nation  will  be  my  only  motive. 
But  when  a  negotiation  is  about  to  be  opened  for 
an  object  so  important  as  the  Floridas,  I  ask  whe- 
ther it  is  not  riffht ;  I  appeal  to  the  American 
people  whether  they  do  not  think  it  right  to  use 
every  necessary  means  for  insuring  it  success? 
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With  re^rd  to  the  appropriation  o(  two  millions 
with  a  view  to  this  purchase,  I  voted  for  it  is  as  a 
set-off  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select 
committee.  I  voted  for  it  in  preference  to  a 
standing  arnoy.  I  would  rather  strengthen  the 
arm  of  the  Executive  with  money,  than  with  a 
standing  army  so  fatal  to  liberty.  And  I  believe 
a  majority  of  the  Republicans  in  this  nation  will 
uphold  me  in  this  opinion.  Everybody  knows 
the  importance  of  this  country,  flas  it  not  been 
said  on  this  floor  that  there  does  not  belong  to 
you  a  foot  of  ground  between  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Perdido?  I  recollect  when  this  country  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  to  have  had  a  conver- 
sation on  the  subject  with  a  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia,  for  whose  opinion  I  have  a  hij^h  respect, 
and  he  was  of  opinion  with  me  that  it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  this  country  was  included,  in- 
deed we  rather  thought  it  was  not  in  the  treaty. 
Will  any  man  say  that  it  is  not  of  vast  import- 
ance to  us  to  have  the  small  territory  that  divides 
our  people,  and  by  a  fair  purchase  remove  all 
grounds  of  future  quarrels?  If  it  has  entered  in- 
to the  minds  of  jp^entlemen  to  make  other  than  a 
fair  purchase  of  this  country  from  its  rightful 
owner,  this  is  not  my  opinion,  nor  have  I  any  rec- 
ollection that  any  such  motive  has  been  avowed. 
A  particular  document  has  been  referred  to,  the 
receipt  of  which  I  have  heard  one  or  two  gen- 
tlemen say  might  have  altered  their  votes  on  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House.  But  I  was  astonished 
to  hear  such  a  declaration.  It  could  not  have 
altered  my  opinion;  it  had  in  my  mind  no  bear- 
ing on  the  measure.  I  have  one  further  observa- 
tion to  make.  If  it  was  doubtful  whether  this 
country  belonged  to  us,  what  would  have  been 
the  effect  of  adding  one  or  two  additional  regi- 
ments to  your  standing  army,  and  placing  them 
on  a  territory  you  acknowledge  you  do  not  be- 
lieve to  be  rightfully  yours?  I  would  rather 
put  down  a  regiment  of  the  present  standing 
army  than  add  one  man  to  it.  When  our  rights 
are  invaded  we  shall  not  require  a  standing  army 
to  defend  them— it  will  be  the  militia  that  will 
defend  them.  I  am  opposed  to  a  standing  army, 
and  ever  will  be  opposed  to  it.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  was  in  favor  of  strengthening  the  arm  of 
the  Executive  by  an  appropriation,  instead  of 
strengthening  it  by  a  standing  army. 

Mr.  Clark  reouested  the  Speaker  to  examine 
the  secret  Journal,  and  see  whether  this  Message 
were  in  it. 

The  Speaker  said  it  was,  and  might  therefore 
be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — I  was  astooished  when  I  found 
this  Journal  without  the  Message.  Five  Messa- 
ges appear  to  have  been  received,  all  of  which 
appear  on  the  Journal,  excepting  this,  which  is 
the  only  Messa^^e  of  any  consequence.  I  did  be- 
lieve, when  the  loiunction  of  secrecv  was  removed, 
it  applied  to  all  the  papers  received  by  the  House, 
and  I  did  not  conceive  myself  bound  to  conceal 
one  titde  of  what  occurred  while  we  had  locked 
doors.  I  should,  therefore,  wish  my  friend  from 
Virginia  so  to  amend  his  motion,  as  to  include 
^l  the  documents.     I  consider  this  essentially 


necessary  to  elucidate  the  transactions  of  tkis 
House.  It  seems  to  have  been  fashionable  for 
gentlemen  to  declare  what  were  their  motives  for 
the  several  votes  they  have  giv^n  during  the  time 
our  doors  were  shut.  I  had  but  one  motive,  which, 
I  hope,  will  contiuue  to  govern  me  so  long  as  1 
have  a  seat  in  this  House.  My  object  was,  to  be 
prepared  for  wan  while  I  endeavored  to  maiataia 
peace.  I  voted  for  the  resolution  for  the  increase 
of  the  Army,  because  everybody  knows,  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  south  and  sooth- 
western  frontiers,  that  the  militia  in  that  qatrter 
are  not  able  to  defend  it.  They  are,  indeed,  hot 
a  people  of  yesterday — aliens  to  your  habits  and 
language — and,  indeed,  aliens  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  We  had  seen  that  frontier  invaded  bf 
Spain.  I  was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  witbholi 
from  the  Executive  the  means  of  chastising  this 
aggression — I  therefore  voted  for  the  resolatioo. 
I  also  voted  for  the  appropriation  of  money,  be- 
cause I  was  willing  to  show  Spain,  that  while  we 
were  prepared  to  chastise  her  aggressions,  we  were 
also  willing,  by  amicable  negotiatiqn,  to  adjust 
our  differences.    I  therefore  voted  for  an  appro- 

E nation  to  purchase  a  country  which  I  deemed 
ighly  valuable  to  us.  Whether  the  money  ap- 
propriated was  to  go  to  France,  or  Spain,  did  not 
influence  the  vote  I  gave.  I  did  not  know  then, 
tfaat  any  circumstances  were  concealed  from  the 
House  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  sob 
ject,  and  of  the  contents  of  the  Message  of  the 
17th  of  January,  I  was  totally  ignorant— as  it  was 
handed  in  the  day  I  went  to  Philadelphia,  aad 
was  immediately  afterwards  returned  to  the  Presi- 
dent. I  could  have  wished,  that  between  the  24th 
of  December  and  the  17th  of  January,  there  had 
been  found  time  to  make  an  official  copy  of  ity 
since  we  have  heard  that  it  would  have  a  consid- 
erable bearing  on  the  votes  of  the  members  of  this 
House;  and  I  should  conceive  that  it  would  be 
very  important  as  forming  an  item  in  the  trans- 
actions of  the  session.  When  we  came  here,  the 
public  expectation  was  highly  excited.  We  had 
been  iniured  and  insulted  by  Spain  on  land,  and 
by  Bnfi^land  at  sea.  The  nation  required  the  adof»- 
tion  of  measures  to  procure  redress,  and  to  prereat 
similar  aggressions  in  future.  What  have  been 
the  consequences  1  We  have  passed  an  act  ap- 
propriating two  millions  to  purchase  the  Fioridas 
and  to  chastise  Spain,  and  we  have  passed  an  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain  goods  from 
Great  Britain,  as  a  peace-offering  to  her.  It  '^ 
not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  all  the  docu- 
ments should  be  published,  to  give  the  people  an 
opportunity  of  judging  whether  their  Representa- 
tives have  been  faithful  to  their  trust.  There  ate 
parts  of  those  documents,  which  I  suppose*  will 
never  be  published,  which  had  a  considerable  in- 
fluence on  my  mind  on  the  votes  which  I  gn^^ 
i  allude  to  the  threat  of  hostility  by  France. 

Mr.  Speaker  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  by  observing  that,  as  thej 
had  published  five  Messages  which  bad  contamed 
nothing,  he  hoped  they  would  publish  the  one 
that  contained  something.  . 

Mr.  Dawson  expressed  himself  m  favor  ofgif- 
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ing  publicity  to  the  Message,  which,  he  believed, 
could  do  no  possible  iniurv.  So  far  as  it  went, 
he  thought  it  fayored  both  the  resolutioos — as 
well  that  for  raising  an  army,  as  that  for  conduct- 
ing a  negotiation  by  the  appropriation  of  money. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  being  called  tor, 
Mr.  Speaker  said  he  thought  it  was  in  order  to 
read  it,  as  it  was  inserted  on  the  private  journal. 

Mr.  Blackleoge  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr  Alston  observed  that  bis  colleague  would 
better  set  at  his  object  by  taking  a  question  on 
the  reading  of  the  Message;  and  Mr.  Blackledgb 
so  modified  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sm tlie  said  a  regard  to  consistency  would 

Srevent  him  from  voting  to  give  publicity  to  the 
lessage.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  because  he 
did  not  wish  to  take  on  himself  that  responsibility 
which  might  flow  from  the  publicity,  defeating 
the  n^otiation.  It  rested  with  those  who  voted 
for  taking  ofi*  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  to  take 
that  responsibility  on  themselves.  At  tne  same 
time,  however,  that  he  must  vote  against  it,  he 
hopetl  a  majority  would  be  found  in  its  favor,  be- 
cause he  saw  it  would  be  necessary  to  publish 
this  document  in  order  to  place  their  conduct  in 
a  proper  point  of  light.  So  far  was  the'Message 
of  the  17th  of  January,  which  had  been  alluded 
to,  from  having  any  influence  in  changing  his 
▼ote,  that  it  tended  strongly  to  confirm  him  in  the 
propriety  of  it. 

On  the  Speaker  reminding  Mr.  Smilib  of  the 

auestion  before  the  House,  he  declined  saying  any- 
biiig  further  than  requesting  the  yeas  and  nays 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Elmer  said  if  he  understood  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  altogether  useless.  He  had  under- 
8to<^,  from  a  former  decision,  that  the  Journal 
did  not  include  the  Message ;  but  other  gentle- 
men appeared  to  have  considered  it  in  another 
-way.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
published,  and  he  did  not  think  any  ill  could  arise 
from  it.  For  reasons  already  assigned  by  other 
gentlemen  he  had  been  a^inst  taking  off*  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  at  this  time.  He  should, 
therefore,  vote  against  every  question  of  this  kind. 
Mr.  Jackson. — Is  it  not  the  right,  Mr.  Speaker, 
of  any  member  to  demand  an  official  copy  of  the 
Message?  You  have  decided  it  to  be  a  part  of 
the  public  journal,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  an 
appeal  has  been  made  from  that  decision;  how  can 
it  then  with  propriety  be  said,  it  shall  not  be  read, 
because  the  reading  of  it  will  give  it  publicity? 
As  so  much  has  b^n  said  of  the  important  bear- 
ins  of  documents  sent  to  ns,  and  we  have  pub- 
lished our  proceedings,  it  is  my  wish  to  see  them 
all  exposed  to  public  scrutiny.  I  am  not  now 
jvrepared  to  make  a  motion  which  I  shall  ofier 
at  a  proper  time,  unless  anticipated  by  some  other 
ffentieraaOt  that  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
Before  the  Houite  all  the  papers  heretofore  com- 
municated by  him,  with  a  view  of  giving  them 
publicity.  I  wish  on  all  occasions  to  give  pub- 
ucity  to  my  conduct  as  well  in  conclave  as  when 
theae  doors  are  open,  and  I  will  take  this  occasion 


to  repel  an  insinnation  made  the  other  day  in  the 
debate  on  the  Yazoo  question,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Kandolph,)  which  I  have 
heard  was  applied  to  me:  That  I  left  my  seat 
for  fear  of  votme  on  it,  and  removed  to  a  differ- 
ent part  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  will  candidly  con- 
fess, that  although  the  ^ear  before  the  last,  I  had 
declared  I  considered  it  for  the  interest  of  this 
country,  that  those  claims  should  be  compromised, 
and  voted  for  the  compromise  of  them ;  yet  last 
year,  when  1  found  j^entlemen  in  whom  I  had  great 
confidence  of  opinion  that  such  a  measure  would 
tend  to  sanction  a  scene  of  nefarious  swindling, 
I  was  induced  to  determine  then,  and  so  expressed 
myself,  that  I  would  not  vote  acain  upon  the 
question,  and  I  was  more  inclined  to  pursue  this 
course  from  a  supposition  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  vital  injury  which  my  district  had  sustained 
by  the  existence  of  a  claim,  called  the  Indiana 
purchase,  which  hovers  over  their  heads,  and  in 
consequence  of  its  recent  resuscitation^  lands  had 
been  sold  at  one-fourth  of  their  value,  and  which 
claim  is  certainly  more  exceptionable  than  that  of 
the  persons  who  purchased  from  the  Yazoo  men, 
mi^ht  produce  a  bias  in  favor  of  compromise 
which  was  improper,  and- 1  was  willing  to  think 
that  my  opinion  was  incorrect.  But  at  the  same 
session  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  charg- 
ed all  who  had  voted  for  the  compromise  with 
corruption,  and  threatened  them  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  people,  and  when  it  was  declared 
that  no  member  from  Virginia,  who  had  the 
temerity  to  vote  for  it,  should  oe  re-elected,  I 
was  driven  from  the  neutral  ground  I  had  taken, 
and  thus  borne  down  by  the  impetuous  intemper- 
ance of  the  ffentleman,  I  thought  it  became  me 
not  to  shrink  from  the  vote  I  had  given.  The 
reasons  on  which  I  acted  were  made  public.  I 
brouffht  the  question  fairly  before  my  constituents, 
and  they  re-elected  me  by  a  greater  majority  than 
formerly.  I  could  not,  therefore,  decline  to  vote 
for  a  measure  which  they  and  mjr  judgment  ap* 
proved,  and  which  I  believe  the  faith  of  Con|press 
had  been  pledged  to  sanction.  As  an  individual 
I  cared  not  what  was  the  fate  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate.  As  a  judge  to  whom  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  was  presented,  I  wished  that  it  should  be 
ex  equo  et  bono. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  knows  I  refused 
by  mv  vote  to  give  leave  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  be  excused  from  voting,  as  I  not  only 
stooa  up  when  a  division  was  called  for,  but  made 
the  remark  which  he  repeated,  that  he  was  not 
compelled  to  vote,  but  might  retire.  After  siv- 
inj|r  this  vote  I  went  across  the  House  to  ask  a 
friend  from  North  Carolina  to  spend  a  social 
evening  with  me.  He  is  now  in  his  seat,' and  I 
appeal  to  him  that  I  did  not  even  mention  the 
subject  before  the  House.  When  the  same  ques- 
tion occurred  I  voted  by  him,  as  I  had  before 
voted ;  I  knew  of  nothing  that  could  drive  me 
from  my  purpose,  or  from  my  seat.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  scan  the  feelings  which  predominate  in 
the  mind  so  illiberal  as  to  attribute  unworthy  mo- 
tives to,  and  manifest  a  jealousy  of  everv  man 
that  differs  from  it;  it  is  a  topic  fruitful  of  com* 
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mentary,  it  involyes  consideratioDs  which  I  will 
not  delineate;  for  my  part  I  cannot  envy  those 
feelings,  I  thank  God  sach  is  not  my  nature.  Ii  is 
always  unpleasant  to  me  to  engage  in  controver- 
sies which  have  a  tendency  to  excite  the  malig- 
oant  passions,  i  wish  to  avoid  them  as  much  as 
any  man  living,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my 
honor  and  reputation,  but  I  never  will  shrink  from 
a  contest,  political  or  personal,  in  this  House  or 
out  of  it,  at  the  sacrifice  of  either. 

Mr.  BuvcKLfiPOE  said  he  was  astonished  at  the 
course  which  this  debate  had  taken.  The  ques- 
tion is  this^  shall  a  paper,  heretofore  secret,  be 
made  public  ?  And  the  Chair  has  decided  that 
this  very  paper  is  already  public.  Let  the  question 
then  be  decided  which  way  it  may,  the  paper  ffoes 
to  the  public.  My  obiect  is  to  get  a  vote  which 
shall  decide  whether  this  question  shall  be  debated 
with  closed  doors  or  in  public. 

Mr.  Speaker  said  it  was  in  order  to  appeal 
from  his  decision. 

Mr.  BlAckledos  then  said  he  would  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Blagk- 
LGDGE  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was  renew^ 
by  Mr.  J.  Clay. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  the  reading  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  December 
is  called  for ;  the  Speaker  has  decided  that  that 
document  is  a  part  of  the  Journal  ordered  to  be 
published,  and  may  be  read.  From  this  decision 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  House,  on  which  appeal 
there  can  be  no  debate. 

When,  without  taking  a  question,  two  succes- 
sive motions  were  made  to  adjourn,  the  last  of 
which  prevailed. 


MoNnAY,  April  7. 

Mr.  Qrego,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  fifth  instant, 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill}  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  *An  act  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  Qf  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  bill 
to  compensate  the  witnesses  who  attended  the 
trial  of  Samuel  Chase  was  for  a  third  reading,  on 
which, 

Mr.  Leip  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  a  motion 
to  make  on  the  subjecL  It  was  that  the  bill 
should  be  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  com- 
pensation was  to  be  made  to  the  whole  of  the  wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial,  on  behalf  of  the 
accused  as  well  as  of  the  prosecution,  and  to  this 
be  never  could  or  would  consent.  It  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  principle,  which  did  not  obtain 


in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  nor  he  believed 
in  the  courts  of  the  respective  States,  and  io  the 
case  of  a  great  culprit.    He  had  been  proDOiraeed 
guilty  by  a  great  majority  of  the  House,  and  t 
majority  of  the  Senate  had  concurred  in  the  de- 
cision, and  to  make  this  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  witnesses,  indicd.ted  a  coasoionsaeii 
that  the  decision  had  been  unjtwt.    To  this  he 
was  not  willing  to  subscribe.    He  was  not  dis- 
posed to  libel  the  House  by  any  act  of  thisiort; 
for  it  was  a  libel  on  themselves  for  the  memhen 
whp  accused,  to  manifest  their  conscioosnesi  of 
having  acted  unjustly  by  a  provision  to  rewtrd 
the  culprit  by  the  payment  of  his  wttnesMi.  If 
it  is  just  thus  to  provide  in  the  case  of  Chase,  we 
ou^ht  to  travel  back,  and  commence  the  butiaeis 
of  J  ostice  i  n  cases  of  i  o  noeence.    It  cannot  be  fbc- 
^tten,  that  an  insurrection  was  said  to  baveei- 
isted  in  the  year  1794,  in  the  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  for  certain  purposes  this 
insurrection  was  produced.     Victims  were  then 
required  by  certain  members  of  the  Government, 
and  among  them  was  a  member  of  this  House 
(General  Hamilton.)    He  was  dragged  fiom  his 
home  to  thecitjr  of  Philadelphia,  incarcerated. and 
a  bill  against  him  sent  to  the  grand  jury.    It  vis 
returned  ienoramus,  and  notwithstanding  the  ia- 
oocence  of  this  gentleman  was  thus  established, 
he  was  put  to  an  expense  of  between  five  aodtf 
hundred  dollars,  not  a  cent  of  which  was  erer 
refunded  to  him!    Are  we  then  disposed  to  pro- 
vide for  an  acquitted  felon,  to  remunerate  him^to 
five  him  a  premium  for  his  iniquities, and  tokaie 
innocence  unnoticed?    He  trusted  not.    He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  dishonor  itself  bjr  such  an 
act,  and  he.  therefore,  hoped  a  recommitmeat  of 
the  bill  would  take  pkce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  l^ 
coBuoitted. 

SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
question  depending  at  the  tioae  of  their  adjoora- 
ment,  on  Saturday  last,  on  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  respecting  a  point  of  order  as 
therein  stated. 

Mr.  Blacklpdoe  moved  that  the  galleries shoiud 
be  cleared.  The  House  continued  in  secret  sU- 
tiog  for  a  short  time;  when  the  doors  ifere  apeoed 
and  the  question  taken  by  yeas  and  day<  on  w 
point  of  order,  whether  the  decision  of  the  SpeasBT 
was  correct,  viz : 

*<Thftt  the  said  Mmnge  being  oontaimld  m^Ate 
journal  of  the  secret  proceediagt  of  the  Hous%  ivitte 
same  had  been  read  in  the  Hoose,  it  was  now  in  order 
to  call  ibr  the  reading  of  the  said  Message*'* 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative— -yeas  ii,  Mf 
59,  as  follows : 

Yeas— George  M.  Bedinger,  Sflss  Betton,  Msrtia 
Chittenden,  John  CUiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Jojepji 
Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  James  Elm* 
WiUiam  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler.  J*nM«  *J; 
Gamett,  Charles  Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray,  »j«i 
Hastings.  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  J«»«!, ^5^' 
Thomas  Kenan,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Wsljwi, 
Timotiv  PSttLin,  jun^  Jasiah  q«q<7»  *»"»  BMniMfii, 
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Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Kichard  Stanford,  William  Sted- 
man,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Pe- 
leg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Baid,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas 
Bloant,  Robert  Brown,  William  Batler,  John  Chand- 
ler, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield.  Richard  Catts,  Ezra  Darby, 
Efias  Earle,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Croodwyn,  Andrew 
Gvegs,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jolm  Hamilton, 
WaUer  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
HcFaxiand,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
MeCreeiy,  Nidiolas  R,  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Rc^er  Nelson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Russel,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Jose^  B.  Vamuro,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hill,  cliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  on  Saturday,  as  follows: 

"That  the  printed  supplemental  journal  of  secret 
proceedings  be  amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
''read"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  6th  of  December 
last,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  said  journal,  thus 
amended,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members." 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  happy  they  were  enabled 
to  take  a  direct  yote  on  the  publication  of  the  Mes- 
sage. On  the  yote  just  taken  he  had  felt  himself 
bound  to  consult  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  who 
thought  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  taken 
off,  it  did  not  apply  to  the  publication  of  the  Mes- 
sage. The  question  now  presents  itself  directly 
for  coDsideratioo.  whether  it  woald  be  most  ex- 
pedient to  publisD  it.  It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
Dana,  tbat  tbere  will  be  no  breach  of  confidence 
in  publishing  it.  If  in  private  life  one  man  makes 
a  communication  to  another,  and  the  person  who 
receives  it  says  he  will  not  pledge  himself  to  keep 
it  secret,  there  is  no  obli^tion  on  him  not  to  di- 
Tulge  it,  and  should  he  divulge  it  there  will  be  no 
qaesi  ion  about  the  violation  of  confidence.  Under 
what  form  then,  was  the  communication  of  the 
President  made  to  this  House?  Is  there  anything 
in  the  Constitution  relative  to  the  President's  com- 
municating anything  toeitber  Houseio  confidence, 
and  absolutely  prohibiting  either  House  from  dis- 
closing it  ?  If  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the  Con- 
stitution the  disclosure  must  be  left  to  our  discre- 
tion, of  the  propriety  of  which  we  must  be  the 
judges.  In  the  first  place,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  for  such  communications 
to  Congress  as  the  President  may  see  fit  to  make, 
it  also  declares  tbat  each  House  shall  \k  governed 
by  such  rules  as  they  shall  make.  Now  when  this 
Message  was  received,  the  rules  of  the  last  House 
were  adopted,  and  are  such  as  are  now  in  force. 
What  is  the  rule  applicable  to  the  present  point  ? 


^  Whenever  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed firom  the  President  of  Ihe  United  States,  the  House 
shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  the 
communications,  -and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  anjr  o&er  member, 
shall  inform  the  House,  that  he  has  communications  to 
make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared  till  the  com- 
munications be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  determine 
whether  the  matter  communicated  requires  secrecy  or 
not,  and  take  order  accordingly." 

The  President  can  make  no  communications  to 
us  except  under  this  rule.  It  was  under  this  rule 
thai  this  Message  was  communicated.  What  is 
the  inference  ?  The  rule  was  peremptory,  so  far 
as  it  required  the  communication  of  the  President 
to  be  read  with  closed  doors ;  but  after  having  been 
so  received,  it  is  strictly  within  the  power  of  the 
House  to  decide  whether  ii  shall  continue  private, 
or  be  published.  The  President  must  have  com- 
municated the  Message  under  this  impression.  No 
oblip^ation  of  confidence  can  be  infringed  by  pub- 
lishing it.  Believing,  therefore,  that  the  publica- 
tion will  be  no  violation  of  confidence,  and  believ- 
ing tbat  it  will  be  for  the  public  good,  I  shall  vo^ 
for  it. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  shall  as  decidedly  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  vote  against  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Message ;  and  on  a  principle  which  it 
behooves  me  never  to  abandon  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  on  this  floor.  If  I  understood  anything  of  the 
matter,  it  was  communicated  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  confidence  that  it  would  nor  be  pub- 
lished ;  and  if  I  have  any  idea  of  propriety^  it 
ought  to  be  still  kept  secret,  and  the  reasons  which 
first  made  it  &o  still  continue.  If  we  are  not  Con- 
stitutionally bound  to  keep  the  communications 
made  by  the  President  secret,  I  do  conceive  we 
are  under  an  obligation  of  respect  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government,  not  to  betray  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  us;  and  should  this  communi- 
cation be  published  the  other  branches  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  ought  first  to  sanction  it.  Such  a  course 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
destroy  our  confidence  in  the  President,  %nd  our 
diplomatic  character  abroad. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  have  a  few  observations  to  offer  in  addition  to 
those  which  I  submitted  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  secret  proceedings,  to  show  that  the 
Messaffe  of  the  President  ought  to  be  published, 
not  only  in  justification  of  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  which  has  been  publisbed,but  in  justiee 
to  the  €k)vernment  itself.  An  attemot  has  been 
made  in  the  public  prints,  and  on  this  floor,  to  give 
a  color  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  when  in 
conclave,  totally  inconsistent  with,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  truth.  It  has  been  intimated  that  the 
minority  were  in  favor  of  war ;  or  by  intimating 
that  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  specific  mea- 
sures, the  inference  has  been  drawn  that  the  mi- 
nority were  in  favor  of  war.  The  fact  is  this — 
and  as  the  Message  of  the  President  has  been  read 
as  a  part  of  the  journal  ordered  to  be  pubUshed^as 
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the  Speaker  and  Clerk  have  attested,  I  will  under- 
take to  state  what  it  contaios.  unless  prevented  by 
the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  R.  by  observing 
that  such  a  statement  would  not' be  in  order. 

Mr.  Randolph. — I  will  confine  myself  to  stating 
that  the  division  of  sentiment  in  the  House,  was 
whether  we  should  have  a  territorial  accommoda- 
tion of  our  differences  with  Spain,  whether  we 
should  have  an  accommodation  which  did  not 
merely  suit  Spain  and  us,  or  a  moneyed  accom- 
modation which  neither  suited  us  or  Spain,  but 
France.  A  recurrence  to  the  journals  will  show 
this  to  have  been  the  principal  difference  that  sub- 
sisted within  the  Wjalls  of  this  House.  There  was 
no  party  of  men  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  in 
favor  of  war — for  I  beg  leave  to  call  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  to  witness  that  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  select  committee  was,  that  we 
should  neither  give  money  nor  make  war;  but  that 
we  should  defend  the  limits  of  the  old  United 
States  and  the  territories  acquired  from  Spain. 
What  were  the  facts?  Our  army  was  dispersed 
in  cantonments,  Qod  knows  where.  The  country 
to  be  protected  was  far  removed  from  any  consia- 
erable  surrounding  population — a  country  which, 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed,  must 
be  kept  and  held  bv  military  force.  When  the 
militia  of  the  Unitea  States  from  the  most  conti- 
guous States  to  New  Orleans  were  deputed  to  take 
possession  of  the  country,  events  proved  that  it 
could  not  be  defended  by  militia  unless  indeed  by 
the  militia  of  the  Chickasaws,  the  Creeks,  and 
Choclaws.  It  is  not  only  cutoff  from  the  populous 
parts  of  the  United  States  but  it  is  protruded  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  also  surrounded  by  ex- 
tensive marshes,  which  do  not  admit  of  its  being 
defended  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  parts 
of  the  United  Staties.  So  much  with  regard  to  a 
standing  army.  The  committee  applied  to  the 
head  of  the  proper  department  to  know  what  force 
would  be  required  to  defend  the  frontiers.  Our 
report  has  been  published.  Why  have  not  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  his 
report  been  likewise  published  ?  If  the  Executive 
of^the  United  States  will  take  upon  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  defending  the  country  with  a  single 
granadier,  be  it  so.  But  it  was  said  there  was  not 
sufficient  force  to  defend  the  country ;  and  are  we 
not  DOW  attempting  by  a  landed  bounty  to  generate 
this  force  1  These  circumstances  prove  our  views 
in  committee,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all 
the  force  we  have  should  have  been  placed  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Orleans— that  was  the  weak  point 
which  oujB^ht  to  have  been  guarded. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject.  Against 
Spain,  with  whom  we  had  tried  the  fair  experi- 
ment of  negotiation,  and  which  had  totally  failed, 
we  took  no  manly  attitude ;  while  we  reserved  all 
our  energy  for  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to 
coerce  her  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  her 
millinery.  Y  es,  against  Spain,  when  our  negotia- 
tions had  totally  failed,  and  under  circumstances 
of  disgrace  to  the  United  States,  we  took  no  man- 
ly ffround,  but  begged  her  to  take  money ;  while 
with  Great  Britain^  with  whom  negotiation  had 


not  failed,  while  a  negotiation  was  depea^, 
we  declared  ourselves  in  favor  of  taking  a  deci- 
sive and  hostile  attitude.  Here  is  the  real  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  In  the  one  case  we  had  a  pend- 
ing ne^ociation.  In  the  other  it  had  been  tried 
and  failed.  But  that  is  not  all.  Because  we 
bought  Louisiana  from  France,  it  was  conteoded 
that  we  should  be  following  the  old  precedent  hj 
buyinff  the  Floridas  of  Spain.  But  in  aDswer  K 
was  observed  that  in  the  first  case  we  made  an 
offer  to  purchase,  as  a  prelude  to  negotiation; and 
it  was  declared  that  the  misconduct  of  the  Span- 
ish agents  was  unauthorized.  But  here  the  can 
was  completely  reversed.  There  was  no  donbt 
of  the  misconduct  of  the  Spanish  agents  beingaa- 
thorized,  and  negotiation  had  been  tried  andliad 
vfailed.  There  was  another  difference.  In  one 
lease  we  made  a  fair  and  honorable  purchase Froia 
xli'rance  who  owned  the  property;  but  inthiscase, 
we  observed  that  we  were  about  to  make  a  dis- 
honorable purchase  of  a  highwayman  of  property 
taken  from  its  rightful  owner,  or  to  obtain  bis  ser- 
vices to  bully  it  from  its  rightful  owner ;  and  it 
was  known,  the  declaration  had  been  repeatedly 
made,  that  a  high  officer  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  head  of  the  Department  of  State, 
avowed  that  the  money  was  for  France.  Where 
has  the  Hornet  sailed  1  To  Corunna  or  to  Cadizi 
No.  to  Nantz,  the  high  road  to  Paris.  It  was  not 
because  there  was  a  party  in  the  House  indisposed 
to  the  honest  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  bat  be- 
cause there  was  a  party  indisposed  to  acquire  them 
at  the  eipense  of  the  national  treasure  and  honor, 
that  opposition  originated  to  the  measures  yoQ 
have  taken.  No,  sir,  we  were  not  for  war,  we 
were  for  peace — for  acting  on  true  policy,  on  the 
principle  of  taking  firmer  ground  than  has  been 
taken — that  ground  which  we  thought  was  called 
for ;  and  not  for  endeavoring  to  curry  fa?or  with 
one  of  the  European  Powers  by  throwing  oor 
weight  in  her  scale,  and  thus  producing  a  caase 
of  quarrel  with  another  nation  during  a  penduif 
negotiation.  This  is  the  fact.  We  told  gcnll^ 
men.  that,  after  France  had  said,  if  yougire  Spaio 
one  blow  I  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  I  do  not  re- 
collect which,— after  she  had  told  you  thaiyow 
claims  against  Spain  must  be  abaDdoDed,*^^^ 
she  had  m  the  most  insulting  and  degrading  ip&i^' 
ner  interfered  in  your  differences  with  Spam,— 
that,  under  these  circumstances  to  put  money  into 
the  hands  of  France  was  not  only  a  violation  ot 
your  neutrality  with  Great  Brium;  but  that  we 
ground  subsequently  taken  towards  Great  Bn«»n 
was  a  most  dastardly  accommodation  to  ihewisn^ 
of  France,  in  order,  by  putting  on  a  hostile  aiu- 
tude  to  Great  Britain,  to  curry  favor  with  ihcKm- 
peror  of  France ;  and  which  was  not  demand^ 
by  the  situation  of  our  affairs  with  Great  Britaiij. 
What  is  our  true  policy?  To  take  part wi^ 
neither  of  those  nations— to  let  neither  of  thein 
finger  onejdollar  of  our  money— to  resist  the  unjust 
pretensions  of  all.  Thispolicy  we  haveabandonWi 
and  what  is  the  consequence?  The  Datiofl« 
honor  has  received  a  stain  which  all  ^^^^jf^*^"^ 
the  Potomac  cannot  wash  out.  It  i^  °°  ^t^ 
of  history,  and  cannot  now  be  taken  off.    *  "^  "*' 
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doa  is  sttf  matized — it  has  recei^d  a  blot,  which 
alljroitr  iDdia  rubber  caDDOt  efface. 

^at  it  has  been  represented  that  I  took  part  with 
tha  Spanish  against  the  American  Government  in 
relation  to  the  disputed  territory  between  the  Per- 
dido  and  the  Mississippi.  I  took  part  so  far  as  this : 
i  did  not  wish  to  see  the  American  honor  sacri- 
ficed in  a  contest  wit^  Spain.  I  took  part  so  far 
as  to  be  called  a  Spanish  partisan  by  some  gentle- 
men^ while  others  charged  me  with  being  willina 
n>  kindle  a  war  with  Spain.  I  stated  that  we  had 
never  receired  copies  of  the  instrnctions  of  the 
Minister  delegated  to  negotiate  with  the  Spanish 
Gtoverament ;  and  that,  if  we  should  call  for  the 
documents,  we  should  find  that  the  business,  from 
the  first  to  the  last,  had  been  managed  in  the  most 
imbecile  manner.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  negotia- 
tor— Qod  forbid ! — but  of  those  who  drew  the  in- 
stnictiona  of  the  man  who  negotiated.  We  bought 
.  Louisiana  from  France,  under  the  terms  of  the 
'  Treaty  of  St.  Udefonso.  According  to  the  Exec- 
''  ottve  und^Brstanding^  that  country  extended  to  the 
Perdido  and  the  Rio  Bravo.  We  immediately 
legislated  on  our  first  claim,  and  passed  a  law  erect- 
ing the  bay  and  shores  of  the  Mobile  into  a  reve- 
nue district.  What  was  the  fact  ?  That  we  were 
JtfgisJa^iog  without  information.  We  had  never 
been  told  that  Laussat  had  been  directed  to  receive 
the  country  only  to  the  Iberville  and  the  Lakes. 
We  consequently  legislated  in  error,  for  want  of 
correct  Executive  information.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning. We  then  sent  Commissioners  to  Mad- 
rid. These  Commissioners  had  various  causes  of 
complaint  against  Spain.  One  was  for  the  injury 
we  had  sustained  fVom  the  suspension  of  the  right 
of  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  to  this 
dajbeen  satisfied ;  another  was  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies ;  an- 
ocber  fbr  spoliations  committed  byFraace ;  and 
another  relative  to  boundaries.  We  claimed  to 
the  Rio  Bravo,  but  our  Commissioners  declared 
themseives  ready  to  agree,  in  case  Spain  ceded  tha 
disputed  country  to  the  east,  that  the  Colorado 
should  be  the  boundary  line:  and  to  make  even 
this  offer,  oar  agents  were  obliged  to  exceed  tbeir 
iastruetions.  This  infortnation  is  not  drawn  from 
documents  before  the  House*-'it  is  not  confident 
tial.  If  gentlemen  doubt  its  correctness,  let  them 
odl  fbr  official  documents.  We  wanted  the  ter- 
ritory on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  ^offered  to 
Bay  for  it  with  territory  west  or  the  Mississippi ; 
rat  9|Mun  replies,  That  territorv  belongs  to  me; 
and  as  I  am  able  and  willincr  to  defend  both,  I  will 
■ot  give  up  one  to  pay  for  the  other.  And  so  far 
ftooL  making  the  Colorado  river  a  boundary — be- 
ing a  great  concession,  the  present  actual  bound- 
arv  is,  I  know  not  how  many  hundred  miles  this 
uae  of  it.  Could  such  a  negotiation,  thus  con- 
doeted,  fail  to  succeed  ?  The  ereat  wonder  with 
me,  is,  that  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  made 
out  to  continue  their  exertions  so  lon^  as  they 
did,  in  pressing  such  a  proposition.  At  last,  some 
of  the  X,  Y,  and  Z  men  go  to  our  Ministers,  and 
say,  Put  on  a  hostile  attitude  towards  Spain,  and, 
when  things  are  coming  to  a  rupture,  refer  Spain 
to  oar  Q^Miation — give  us  a  round  sum,  and  we 
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will  dictate  the  terms  on  which  an  accommoda- 
tion shall  take  place.  When  the  fact  came  out, 
a  ^neral  astonishment  prevailed ;  and  my  worthy 
friend  from  Maryland,  who  no  longer  holds  a  seat 
in  this  House,  told  von  that  he  hoped  in  Qod  the 
negotiation  would  fail.  I  have  said  so  much,  that 
at  least  that  portion  of  the  public  in  our  hearing 
may  be  undeceived  in  respect  to  the  proceedingaf 
of  the  House,  when  in  conclave,  and  may  give  due 
information  to  their  constituents  when  they  gO' 
home ;  for.  situated  as  we  are,  in  this  remote  cor- 
ner of  the  Union — in  a  wilderness  and  desert,  with 
but  a  single  pre^ — it  is  impossible  that  anything 
like  a  correct  transcript  of  our  proceedings  can  go 
to  the  public.  I  make  this  statement,  that  itmaiy 
be  known  that  we  felt  no  indisposition  to  respect- 
the  national  honor,  either  as  to  Britain  or  Spain, 
and  that  we  were  for  no  half-way  measures  with 
either  nation.  We  were  vnlling  to  trv  negotiation 
with  Britain,  and  when  that  had  failed,  we  were 
willing  to  so  to  the  requisite  length. 

I  hope,  tor  the  honor  of  the  Executive  Ctovern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  the  Message  of  the 
President  will  be  published.  With  regard  to  any 
effisct  it  may  have  on  the  negotiations  at  Paris,  it 
is  the  most  idle  thing  in  the  world  to  talk  of  any 
effect  being  produced  there  by  anything  but 
money.  They  will  look  at  your  cash — if  it  is 
enough  you  will  have  your  business  done ;  if  not, 
it  will  not  be  done.  On  this  point,  I  will  add  a 
single  word.  I  am  prepared  to  hear  it  said  that, 
if  tnis  negotiation  fkils,  it  will  be  in  consequence 
of  the  secret  journal  being  published.  But  it  re- 
quires no  wizard  to  foretell  that  it  will  fail.  It 
must.  The  battle  at  Austerlitz  has  settled  that 
question.  It  cannot  succeed.  It  is  impossible; 
and,  were  it  possible,  the  success  of  the  negotia- 
tion would  depend  on  nothing  done  in  this  House, 
save  the  sum  of  money  given  to  France  to  com- 
pel Spain  to  do  so  and  so.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  your  measures  ?  If  there  shall  be  a 
peace  in  Europe,  you  will  expect  a  strong  Span- 
ish squadron,  aided  perhaps  by  a  French  force,  in 
the  bay  of  Pensacola,  and  you  may  be  glad  to  get 
off  with  a  loss  of  two  millions— you  may  be  glad 
to  ffet  off  with  a  loss  of  twenty  millions.  France 
sold  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  for  sd  many 
millions;  $3,750,000  of  which  were  to  be  paid  td 
our  citizens.  We  have  been  gulled  out  of  that. 
But  the  last  thing  that  has  entered  into  the  mind 
of  France  is  to  settle  anything  definite  with  fixed 
metes  and  boundaries.  Her  object  is  to  deal  with 
you  for  money.  She  means  to  sell  by  the  degree, 
and  every  time  jrou  apply  to  her  for  a  settlement 
of  boundaries,  she  will  call  upon  vou  for  more 
money.  We  were  indisposed  to  give  into  these 
terms. 

Mr.  FiN»LEY  said,  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  only  a  motion  for  amending  the  secret 
journal  from  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was 
taken  off,  by  inserting  the  President's  confidential 
communication.  Yet,  by  attending  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran* 
ooLPH.)  it  would  appear  that  he  was  engaged  in 
supporting  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
high  officers  of  the  Government,  and  not  against 
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them  only,  but  also  against  a  respectable  majority 
of  this  House,  as  if  he  had  been  vested  with  au- 
thority to  censure  and  denounce  their  legislative 
measures  on  their  own  floor,  when  the  subjects 
were  no  longer  before  the  House. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  motion  has  been  laid  on 
your  table  for  impeaching  the  conduct  of  these 
nigh  Executive  officers,  nor  can  any  motion  be 
admitted  to  enable  a  member  of  the  minority  to 
impeach  the  majority.  It  is  contrary  to  good  or- 
der, it  is  an  outrage  on  decency,  to  defame  the 
characteiN^or  impeach  the  conduct,  in  this  way,  of 
public  officers  or  citizens  on  this  floor,  where  they 
cannot  answer  for  themselves.  It  has  never  been 
admitted  in  other  public  bodies  in  the  United 
States,  nor  in  Congress,  till  it  was  introduced  by 
the  member  from  Virginia ;  and,  fortunately,  it 
is  peculiar  to  him  alone  to  entertain  the  House 
with  tales  brought  from  out  of  doors,  or  from  the 
whispers  behind  our  bar,  and  with  unsupported 
slanders  on  the  Administration,  and  officers  of  the 
Government. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  R.)  has  at- 
tacked the  respectable  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  this  rude  manner  on  this  floor.  This 
manner  of  doing  it  is  entirely  improper.  If  Mr. 
R.  had  a  charge  against  him,  he  ousht  to  have 
moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  that 
high  officer,  as  had  been  done  not  long  since  with 
another  respectable  head  of  a  Department ;  but 
this  would  not  have  answered  the  gentleman's 
purposes  of  slander.  The  Secretary  of  State 
would  have  had  the  opportunity  of  defending  his 
own  character. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  charge  for  which 
the  Secretary  is  so  vehemently  denounced  ?  It 
is  some  sentences  of  a  confidential  conversation, 
told  in  Mr.  R«'8  own  manner.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  that  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  entertaining 
the  House  with  scraps  of  confidential  conversa- 
tions, but  surely  he  knows  that  the  House  cannot 
take  his  statements  for  vouchers.  He  knows,  and 
this  House  knows,  that  he  has  already  had  to  cor- 
rect on  this  floor  a  statement  which  he  had  rudely 
made,  of  part  of  a  confidential  conversation  he 
had  had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but 
even  tht  correction  is  justly  presumed  to  have  been 
defective ;  it  was  not  the  whole  truth.  The  House 
does  not  receive  the  assertion  of  any  member,  in- 
stead of  vouchers,  not  even  on  a  motion  for  im- 
peachment, or  a  complaint  of  contempt.  In  such 
cases,  testimony  is  required.  When  the  gentle- 
man's habits,  in  this  House,  are  considered,  and 
the  evident  resentment  which  he  declares  to  be 
irreconcilable,  and  which  he  expresses  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  mistaken,  against  the  Secretary  of  State, 
we  are  justified  not  only  in  receiving  his  asser- 
tions with  some  abatement  of  confidence,  but  with 
suspicion, 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
this  day,  as  on  former  days,  said  a  great  deal  about 
France;  that  we  were  about  to  give  money  to 
France ;  to  give  a  bribe  to  France,  d^c.  Does  the 
gentleman  dream  about  France  at  nights,  and  re- 
tail his  dreams  in  this  House  in  days,  or  is  his 
imagination  al  veays  in  a  dreaming  state  ?    If  wt 


are  to  judge  from  the  desultoriness  of  his  argu- 
ments, perpetually  wandering  from  the  subject 
before  the  House,  dragging  in  subjects  that  hxvt 
no  bearing  on  the  question,  flying  from  one  sub- 
ject to  another,  without  coherence;  we  might 
justly  presume  that  the  last  and  many  other  of  his 
arguments  were  the  dreaming  efiusions  of  avirid 
imagination,  highly  disordered. 

Mr.  F.,  taking  the  secret  Journals,  now  mide 
public,  in  his  band,  read  the  resolution  agreed  to 
with  shut  doors,  declaring  that  the  appropriatioa 
was  made  toward  defraying  the  expense  which 
may  be  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish 
territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi. 
This  resolution,  he  said,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
bill  now  enacted  into  a  law,  with  such  a  change 
of  language,  as  has  been  usually  made  hitherto  in 
such  cases  respecting  our  foreign  relations.  Mr. 
F.  turned  to  another  resolution,  moved  and  sap- 
ported  and  voted  for  hj  the  gentleman  from  yl^ 
ginia  himself,  authorizing  the  President  to  mike 
a  settlement  of  existing  differences  between  tlie 
United  States  and  the  Court  of  Madrid,  by  mik- 
ing an  arrangement  between  the  two  Qufen- 
ments,  which  shall  secure  an  ample  barrier  to 
Spain  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  United 
States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  the  eastward  of  it.  Both  these  resolotions 
were  carried  to  the  President,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  and  another  member. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  voted  against  the  second  resoln- 
tion,  because  the  subject  belonged  to  the  treaty- 
makinfi^  power,  over  which  the  House  had  no 
control,  except  where  ^nts  of  money  were  re- 
quired ;  but  it  was  carried,  and  it  was  Mr.  R.who 
prepared,  moved,  supported,  and  presented  to  the 
President  both  resolutions.  The  same  ^eodemu 
who  has  so  frequently,  on  this  floor,  in  bisreferies 
about  France,  asserted  that  there  was  do  Spau, 
no  Py^renees,  that  Spain  was  in  France,  dbc.,and, 
on  thb  wild  assertion,  he  grounds  his  still  more 
wild  assertions,  that  we  are  giving  money  for  & 
bribe  to  France.  Does  he  never  reflect,  in  his 
dreams,  that  he  has  given  from  under  his  ovn 
hand,  confirmed  by  his  official  vote  in  theflonse, 
that  there  is  a  Spain  with  whom  the  UnitedStates 
should  make  an  exchange  of  territory,  tnd  to 
whom  we  ought  to  grant  an  ample  barrier  on  the 
side  of  Mexico;  that  there  is  a  Court  of  Msdnd 
with  whom  it- is  competent  for  the  United  Siato 
to  make  arrangements?  There  is  not  »  word 
about  France  in  either  of  the  resolutions,  nor JP 
the  law,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  proceeding  This 
is  evident  to  every  citizen  who  reads  the  Jouintls 
of  the  secret  proceedings.  Mr.  F.  w^^^^^lJ^J 
will  the  gentleman  reconcile  his  frequent  and  bow 
assertions,  that  there  was  no  Spain,  no  Spanin 
territory,  dbc,  with  his  deliberate  and  solemn  ofr 
cial  act  directly  in  opposition  to  his  asscrUonsT 
How,  at  this  time,  with  these  Journals  before 
him,  could  he  have  the  effrontery  to  declare  m 
the  United  Stales  were  irrecoverably  dishonoreo 
by  these  transactions  ?  . 

But,  he  says,  in  proof  of  this  aasertion,  that  ifte 
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ship  with  the  instructions,  d^c,  has  gone  to  Nantes, 
in  France,  instead  of  Corunna  in  Spain.  What 
$ort  of  proof  is  this?  Why  did  be  not  tell  the 
whole  truth  ?  Why  did  he  not  tell  the  House 
that  the  ship  carried  the  appointment  of  Envoy 
Extraordinary,  and  instructions  to  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  France,  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Spain 
to  assist  our  Ministers  at  Madrid,  in  negotiating 
at  that  Court,  afinreeably  to  the  gentleman's  own 
resolution,  and  the  law  passed  for  that  purpose  by 
Congress  ?  No.  So  much  candor  would  not  hare 
answered  the  gentleman's  purposes. 

But  a  few  days  since,  that  gentleman  informed 
the  House  that  the  ship  had  sailed,  and  taken  the 
money  with  her  before  the  appropriation  was 
made,  &c.  Presently,  it  got  into  the  newspapers, 
that  a  ^reat  many  tons  of  speciCj  he  believed 
above  sixty,  were  carried  away  m  that  ship. 
Every  member  who  understood  the  subject  knew 
that  the  assertion  was  wholly  unfounded.  They 
knew  that  money  was  never  sent  in  this  way  for 
sach  purposes.  They  knew  that  the  object  was 
always  accomplished  by  providing  a  credit  for 
bills  to  be  drawn  when  the  negotiation  was  com- 
pleted. That  this  was  the  case  at  present,  any 
member  may  be  informed  by  inquiring  at  the 
proper  source ;  but  he  would  take  no  notice  of 
several  other  such  misrepresentations,  calculated 
to  impose  on  the  House,  and  to  occasion  false- 
hoods to  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  publishing 
the  secret  Journals,  though  he  knew  they  would 
operate  to  correct  numerous  unfair  allusions  that 
had  been  made  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  on  some  occasions  with  open  doors,  that 
they  would  convince  the  citizens  that  the  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  Spain  had  no  analogy  to  or 
bearing  on.  our  commercial  relations  with  firitain, 
and  will  snow  what  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  gentleman's  assertions.  But  the  unprecedent- 
ed publication,  notonl)^  while  the  negotiation  vas 
depending,  but  before  it  had  commenced,  bemg 
calculated  to  defeat  it,  agreeably  to  the  gentle- 
man's wish,  so  frequently  expressed,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
voted  against  taking  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
until  the  issue  of  the  negotiation  was  known, 
agreeably  to  all  former  precedents  in  similar  cases. 
He  said  he  would  also  vote  against  publishing  the 
President's  communications,  not  only  because  the 
design  was  to  defeat  the  negotiation,  but  to  de- 
stroy confidence  between  the  Executive  and  the 
Legislature,  and  between  our  Ciovernment  and 
foreign  nations ;  but,  for  this  reason,  he  said,  he 
would  wish  them  published,  to  correct  the  disor- 
derly misrepresentations  made  of  them  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  on  the  fioor. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  has  charged  the 
majority  of  this  House  with  giving  money  to  pur- 
chase peace  with  Spain,  who  refused  to  negotiate 
with  us.  and  took  measures  that  would  lead  to 
war  witn  Great  Britain,  while  negotiation  with 
that  nation  was  depending.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  gives  a  mistaken  view  of  the  case. 
With  Spain  there  was  no  negotiation  depending 
for  the  purchase  of  Florida.  A  negotiation  had 
taken  place  about  settling  the  boundaries  of  Lou- 


isiana; but  the  parties  had  differed  in  opinion. 
The  President  might  have  very  properly  negotia- 
ted for  the  purcfaiise  of  the  territory  so  very  de- 
sirable to  us,  and  might  have  laid  the  treaty  before 
Congress  for  their  approbation  and  provision ;  and 
in  so  doing,  have  thrown  the  responsibility  on 
them.  But  he,  no  doubt  for  good  reasons,  chose 
to  have  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  provis- 
ion for  the  object  before  he  commenced  the  nego- 
tiation. This  he  has  obtained,  but  not  in  time  for 
the  negotiation  to  have  yet  been  begun. 

It  is  well  known  that^  with  respect  to  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen,  a  real  and  unequivocal 
act  of  hostility,  negotiation  has  been  attempted 
with  Britain  during  the  whole  course  of  the  former 
and  present  European  war,  but  without  effect. 
At  one  period  it  seemed  to  be  a^eed  upon;  but 
it  was  afterwards  clogged  with  inadmissible  ex- 
ceptions. Last  summer,  after  the  new  and  ruin- 
ous aggressions  on  our  commerce  had  been  author- 
ized, the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  London,  after  other  attempts  to  negotiate 
had  failed,  gave  into  that  Court  a  sensible  and 
spirited  memorial,  to  which  no  answer  was  given 
when  we  received  the  latest  information.  There- 
fore the  whole  extent  of  negotiation  with  Brit- 
ain on  those  subjects  amounts  to  this,  that  the 
United  States  perseveringly  endeavorea  to  nego- 
tiate, and  Great 'Britain  as  perseveringly  declined 
negotiation.  Mr.  F  concluded  by  sayinff.  that  as 
he  had  no  intention  when  he  rose  to  follow  the 
^ntleman  through  all  his  extravagant  wander- 
mes,  he  would  detain  the  House  no  longer. 

Mr.  FisK. — I  shall,  with  some  reluctance,  vote 

Xinst  amending  the  Journal.  It  is  my  wish,  at 
times,  to  bring  before  the  public  eye  whatever 
is  done  by  its  public  agents,  whenever  the  good 
of  the  countr]^  admits  oT  it.  I  conceive,  however, 
this  communication  to  be  confidential,  and  that  it 
would  involve  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  other  de- 
partments now  to  publish  it.  We  are  told  to-day. 
for  our  consolation,  that  some  members  have  voted 
with  their  eyes  open  to  truckle  to  France,  in  order 
to  coerce  Spain,  and  that  others  have  voted  to  the 
same  effect  ignorantly.  I,  however,  am  one  of 
those  who  remain  obstinate  in  my  conviction,  in 
spite  of  all  the  information  of  the  gentleman  (rom 
Virginia.  I  believe  we  have  acted  as  our  duty 
required,  and  ^  justice  to  our  constituents  de- 
manded. We  are  asked  what  is  the  situation  of 
this  country  with  regard  to  Spain  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  wnere  the  injury  towards  us  lies?  Is  it 
with  Spain?  If  the  gentleman  from  Virffinia 
speaks  the  truth,  we  have  no  ground  of  complaint 
against  Spain  as  to  territorial  aggressions ;  for,  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  that  gentleman,  when 
our  doors  were  shut,  said  that  the  boundary  line 
claimed  by  Spain  was  on  this  side  of  the  country* 
where  those  aggressions  took  place,  and  that, 
when  the  negotiation  took  place  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  Spain  entered  a  cavecU 
against  our  acquiring  this  country;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  we  acquired 
no  territory  east  of  the  Iberville.  There  was,  it 
is  true,  an  outrage  committed  by  officers  of  Spain 
within  the  acknowledged  jurisoictioa  of  the  (Jni- 
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t^d  States.  But  what  are  the  facts  attending  this 
affair?  The  mameot  representation  was  made  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  he  declared  the  ag- 
cpiession  unauthorized,  and.  promised  to  make  a 
J  mil  and  strict  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  at- 
V  tending  it.  Does  this  look  like  sealed  hoettilit jf  ooi 
the  part  of  Spain  ?  No,  it  ought  to  he  received 
as  a  sufficient  disavowal  of  any  such  hostiJe  in* 
tention.  This  information  we  have  from  official 
documents  on  our  tables.  Let  me  now  ask,  what 
is  our  situation  relative  to  Qreat  Britain  ?  Ha& 
shfi  niot  committed  la^wless  aggressions  oa  our 
opmmeroe,  and  continued  to  impress  our  seamen 
for  years,  past?  Under  these  circumstances,  what 
ought  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government? 
Ou^ht^we  forthwith  to  declare  war  against  Spain 
while  we  negotiate  with  Great  Britain?  The 
{pentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  is,  not  for  declar- 
ing war  against  Spain ;.  but  the  resolution  which 
he  pxoposed  contamed  a  proposition  ior  raising  a 
number  of  troops  to  repel  the  aggressions  of  Span- 
ish subjects.  Let  me  ask,  then,  whether  it  is 
probable  that  the  raising  additional  troops  would 
be  less  likely  to  produce  war  than  a  mere  com- 
mercial regulation  ?  But  it  is  said  that  Spain  is 
under  the  control  of  France;  that  she  is  indeed 
in  a  state  of  bondage  to  France,  and  it  is  inquired 
whether  it  would  be  just  to  receive  this  country 
from  a  Government  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage? 
But  if  Spain  is  in.  this,  state,  are  we  therefore  to 
leaounce  our  own  interest  ?  Or,  is  our  obligation 
to  pursue  that  interest,  by  the  means  in  our  power, 
to  De  lessened  ?  If  Spam  sees  fit  to  suffer  herself 
to  be  controlled  by  France^  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  for  crossing  the  water  to  be  the  guardian 
of  hec  rights.  I  am  not  so  much  of  a  republican 
jiet.  In  this  country  this  species  of  republican- 
ism b^ngs  exclusively  to  that  gentleman,  though 
be  hay  not  the  honor  of  being  the  orii^nal  in- 
ventor. The  de|spots  of  Europe  have  long  under- 
stood it.  The  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Rus- 
sia, with  the  King  of  Prussia,  were  actuated  by 
it  in  the  conquest  and  division  of  Poland,  and  the 
same  would  have  led  us  to  war  with  Spain,  and 
a  conquest  of  the  Floridas.  It  is  said  to  be  abso-, 
lotely  necessary  to  raise  an  army,  as  the  frontiers 
coula  not  be  defended  bv  militial  Bat  I  believe 
that  this  is  not  true.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  militia  are  able  and  ready  to  defend  the 
oountry  whenever  it  shall  be  in  danger.  As  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  told  we 
have  assumed  a  hostile  attitude  to  her*  How? 
By  barely,  going  inco  commercial  regulations? 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  do  this*-4md  Iras  Great 
Britain  a  right  to  complain  of  what  she  herself 
daily,  practises  ?  But  the  gentleman,  it  seems,  is 
Bvincipally  against  the  negotiation  with  Spain, 
because  of  the  effect  it  will  have  on  our  affairs 
with  Great  Britain. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  dis- 
posed to  shrink  from  war  when  it  would  carry 
niqi  to  his  true  point.  With  Great  Britain  he 
seea  war  in. all  its  horrors;  but  when  we  come  to 
Spain^  he  sap  that,  unless  we  take  hostile  meas- 
ures towards  hen  Great  Britain  will  take  umbrage. 
7he  gentleman  says,  that  he  and  his  friends  wish^ 


and  are  perfectly  ready  to  resist  the  amessiomof 
both  Powers.  But  let  me  ask  how?  Whenmeai- 
ures  were  proposed  to  be  taken  with  Great  Brit^ 
ain,  he  deprecated  her  power  and  the  danger  of  i 
conflict  with  her ;  with  a  prophetic  spirit  and  in 
glowing  colors,  he  painted  the  dismal  seeoe^ov 
coasts  invaded,  our  towns  in  flames,  and  oar  citi- 
zens flying  to  the  mountains  for  shelter.  Should 
we  realize  this  prediction,  lean  tell  the  geotlemao 
foe  his  consolation^  that  undoubtedly  some  gQa^ 
dian  British  aogel.will  protect  him  from  hiim, 
and,  by  the  hand,  condnct  him  from  the  scene  of 
destruction  to  some  place  o^  safety. 

I  was  really  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  motiTesof 
the  gentleman,  when  he  brought  so  often  to  oor 
view  the  egregious  folly,  weakness,  or  wickedaeai, 
of  one  of  the  heads  of'  departments.  At  every 
turn  of  his  discourse  we  met  with  a  compUifit 
against,  or  a  denunciation  of  this  officer.  If  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  charges  he  has  preferred,  be 
ought  to  brin^  them  fairly  before  the  Hoaseasd 
institute  an  in<)uiry.  But  to  assault  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  in  tnis  side  way,  is  a  piece  of  era- 
elty  and  breach  of  good  conduct,  which  oofbt 
not  to  be  suffered.  If  that  character  be  guilty, 
his  conduct  ought  to  be  properly  inquired  into; 
but  I  fear  that  the  gentleman  from  Viigioii,  ia 
these  remarks,  had  a  difiereot  view.  The  other 
day  much  was  said  by  that  gentleman,  of  tbeiialA 
way  house.  I  believe  that  he  has  engeodered 
ideas  on  this  subject  in  his  own  b.^in,  QotU  not 
being  any  longer  able  to  keep  them,  ne  has  di- 
vulged them  to  the  House.  I  will  say  that  he  is 
the  only  man  whom  I  have  heard  say  a  word  od 
the  subject 

The  present  question  is  to  publish  the  Message 
of  the  President*  This  once  effected,  other  dw- 
uments  may  be  called  for.  We  shall  be  toM  that 
it  will  be  incomplete  without  the  documents  from 
our  foreign  agents*  I  believe  this  to  be  a  braiich 
of  «ne  and  the  same  aystem,  the  efibetofwhicb 
will  be  to  destroy  the  harmony  essential  to  the 
Government  when  the  President  made  th» 
oommunication  to  the  two  Houses,  he  iofonned 
us  that  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  prudent  to 
communicate  it  to  the  public  while  great  oiC/oBai 
afikirs  were  depending ;  nor  would  we  be  aothop 
ized  to  do  it,  in  my  opinion,  without  coosoltitig 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Under  these 
impressions  I  am  decidedly  against  publishing  it 
at  pnesent 

I  have  heard  with  regret  the  remarks  ofwe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  made  this  and  theotoff 
day;  and  particularly  the  denunciation  ofote^n 
o«r  beads.of  departments,  relative  to  a  prodoetioa 
which  we  have  just  reason  to  admire,  aod  re 
spec  ting  a  man  who  has  served  his  country  jW 
thirty  years  in  varioua  high  stations.  I  bold  a 
very  different  opinion  on  this  point  firom  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Virginia.  My  confidence  is  unsha- 
ken in  the  gentleman  he  denounces,*  nor  dol 
believe  the  confidence  of  the  nation  is  shaken. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell.— Before  the  questio^M 
taken,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  a  few 
reoaarks  to  the  House.  I  understand  the  quesuoo 
to  be,  to  insert  the  Measage  of  the  Presideatel 
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Ihe  6th  December,  in  the  Journal.  In  the  re- 
marks which  ha\re  been  made  on  the  question, 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  while  in  secret  sit- 
ting have  been  brought  into  view,  i  was  op- 
po^  to  makings  those  proceedings  public ;  I 
thought  then,  and  I  still  thmkj  that  We  were  there- 
by committing  the  honor  of  the  nation.  I  did 
Cniuk,  when  the  majority  had  sanetioued  a  nego- 
tiation, that  no  measure  calculated  to  frastraie  it 
«boald  ha?e  been  taken,  vutii  the  negotiation  had 
been  fairly  tried.  It  was  for  this  reason  I  was 
O|>po6ed  to  removing  the  injuncttom  of  secrecy ; 
and  not  because  I  was  unwilling  that  the  people 
t>f  this  cotfntry  should  be  made  ac^aainted  with 
tbe  proceedings  which  took  place  m  this  House 
^¥itk  closed  doors.  M^r  object  was  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  forei^  nations,  who  might 
feel  an  interest  in  tFefeating  the  meastre.  The 
pttUic  will  judge  of  the  propriety,  under  these 
circumstances,  of  making  these  proce^ings  pab- 
Ite.  But  as  a  part  oi  them  has  been  made  public, 
i  wish  the  whole  cooid  be  made  so,  consistent 
with  tbe  interest  of  the  nation ;  though  I  enter- 
tain strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure, I  shall  not,  however,  oppose  tne  motion  be- 
fore yoiL  But  before  the  qnestion  is  taken,  I  beg 
jleave  to  remark,  that  ^o  far  as  relates  to  the  ob- 
aervations  between  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 

iMr.  R^ivDOLPB,)  and  the  head  of  one  of  the 
epartments  of  this  Government,  they  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  business ;  and  they  can  have  no 
taloence  on  the  decisions  of  this  House.  I  did 
BOt  expect  to  have  heard  any  such  conversation 
ttttrodueed  on  this  floor.  We  did  not  come  here 
to  hear  such  conservation  or  to  act  upon  commu- 
nications of  that  kind.  What  may  be  the  private 
opinions  of  a  particular  head  of  department,  it  is 
sot  for  the  House  to  know ;  they  cannot  officially 
«oixie  before  us  ^  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
It  is  said,  sir,  that  a  certain  communication 
wbich  was  calcuhited  to  afiVet  our  votes  relative 
to  the  bill  making  appropriiitions  for  tbe  purchase 
of  the  Floridas,  was  detained  some  weeks  after 
it  was  received  from  oar  Minister  abroad,  before 
ic  was  kid  before  us.  I  say.  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
ao  commuoication  made  to  this  House  was  cat- 
cttlated,  in  my  ojpinfon,  to  alter  the  votes  of  the 
members  of  the  House  on  that  svibject'— certainly 
none  that  would  have  changed  mine ;  but  whe- 
ther that  communication  was  or  was  not  made 
to  us  in  due  time  after  it  was  received,  I  do  not 

Eretend  to  say.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that  we 
ave  any  claim  to  it  fVom  the  head  of  depart- 
ment It  was  not  his  duty  to  communicate  it  to 
ns,  that  belonged  to  the  Executive ;  and  why  the 
oireurastance  has  been  mentioned  here,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say.  With  regard  to  some  other  re- 
aarks  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
^Mr.  J.  Clat,)  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  there 
u  no  communication  before  this  House  which 
irathorizes  the  assertion  that  a  threat  has  been 
made  by  France  against  the  United  States.  I  deny, 
air,  that  there  is  any  document  which,  if  properly 
«lDderstood.  can  be  construed  to  have  such  a  mean- 
ing. I  say,  likewise,  that  there  is  no  document 
before  the  House  which  anthorizeis  the  assertion. 


that  Prance  told  us,  if  you  give  Spain  one  blow 
we  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  as  stated  by  th6 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.) 
There  is  no  such  expression,  nor  any  other  that 
would  countenance  the  idea.  France  was  not 
brought  into  the  question  as  being  concerned  iti 
our  differences  with  Spain.  She  has,  indeed, 
beeli  lugged  in,  in  the  place  of  argument ;  and 
we  hav*e  been  ehatged  with  truckling  to  Prattce, 
wheta  in  all  out  proceedings  the  hame  of  France 
has  hardly  ever  been  mentioned,  except  by  gen- 
tlemen in  debate  who  will  not  admit  that  Spaih 
exists  as  a  nation.  I  deem  it  proper  also,  to 
say,  that  tbe  assertion  that  any  member  of  this 
House  voted  Tor  a  meastn-e  calculated  to  bribe 
one  nation,  to  induce  another  to  ^v^  up  heir 
rightf\il  property,  so  fat  as  it  may  be  ap))lied  to 
me,  is  without  foundation,  and  not  authorized  by 
any  act  of  mine,  and  that  no  nlan  will  undertake 
to  say  so.  The  word  bribery  ought  not,  indeed,  to 
enter  the  "wails  of  this  House.  &s  applicable  to  any 
of  its  measures  or  proceedings.  It  will  Mr. 
Speaker,  appear  from  the  Journals  of  the  HOust^, 
now  made  public,  who  have  or  have  not  support- 
ed the  interest  of  this  country :  who  are  Willing 
to  support  just  meastn-es  cakulated  to  mainti^in 
peace,  and  are  disposed  to  take  a  manly  attitude, 
against  those  who  violate  our  rights;  and  it  will 
also  appear  who  they  are,  whose  proceedings 
tend  to  embarrass  the  natron,  to  brin^  the  Gov- 
ernment into  contempt,  to  piroduce  scliism,  and  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  the  nation  in  the  Adtnin- 
iftration,  at  a  time  when  I  belieye  it  is  as  high  tu 
it  ever  was ;  and,  I  apprehend,  deservedly  s6.  I 
believe,  too^  the  nation  will  U6t  be  found  ready  to 
withdraw  that  well-placed  confidence  from  the 
head  of  department  who  has  been  denounced  in 
this  House.  It  will  appear,  too,  who  have  taken 
measures  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  and  to  produce  an  alarm  of  danger  for 
which  there  is  no  foundation.  I  solemnly  Wish 
that  not  only  the  Message  of  the  President,  but 
every  document,' and  every  word  uttered  in  secret 
might  be  made  knt)wn  to  the  people,  I  wish  it, 
because  I  think  it  would  not  then  be  practicable 
to  impose  on  the  nation  by  a  coloring  given  to 
those  proceedings,  unauthorized  by  the  fhcis  thi^t 
took  place. 

I  will  state  to  the  House,  While  \  am  tip,  that  I 
voted  against  increasing  the  army,  because  I  b^e- 
lieted  that  no  emergency  existed  to  require  it.  I 
saw  no  call  for  it,  either  in  the  information 
contained  in  the  public  Message,  or  in  the  other 
communications  made  to  the  House.  In  the  pub- 
lic Message,  we  were  told  that  Congress  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
out  land  force,  by  tbe  events  which  would  prob- 
ably take  place.  No  events  had  taken  place,  wheb 
the  measure  in  question  was  before  the  House, 
that  changed  tbe  former  state  of  things.  It  was 
also  my  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  every  trivial 
occasion,  to  increase  our  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment, and  abandon  the  ground  we  had  taken, 
of  reducing  the  number  of  our  regular  forces — 
acting  on  the  pHociple  that  standing  artnies  are 
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dangerous  to  liberty,  and  are  the  most  fatal  scour^ 
in  the  hands  of  an  usurper  or  a  despot.  On  this 
ground  I  have  been  always  opposed  to  them,  and 
ever  shall  be,  unless  an  extraordinary  emergency 
should  render  it  indispensable  to  resort  to  them. 
I  was  of  opinion  that^  even  on  an  emergency,  the 
militia  were,  in  the  first  instance,  to  w  resorted 
to,  not  only  as  the  Constitutional,  but  as  the  most 
competent  and  safe  defence  that  we  could  pro 
vide.  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should  think 
them  not  competent,  as  we  have  always  heretofore 
found  them  to  be  so.  For  these  reasons,  amongst 
others,  I  was  opposed  to  an  increase  of  the  army. 
I  was  also  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  from  the 
documents  on  your  table,  from  which  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  Spain  had  any  serious  intention 
to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  or 
that  her  Government,  or  commanding  ofScers,  bad 
authorized  any  in  the  territory  of  which  we  had 
taken  possession.  The  inconveniences,  with  re- 
gard to  our  undefined  limits,  and  the  embarrass- 
ments attending  the  passage  of  our  commerce 
down  the  Mobue,  together  with  the  necessity  of 
havinc  those  other  difierences  existing  between 
us  and  Spain  amicably  adjusted,  induced  me  to 
vote  for  the  principal  measure,  adopted  by  this 
House  with  closed  doors.  I  voted,  sir,  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  two  million  of  dollars,  to  authorize 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  with  Spain  for  the  pur 
chase  of  the  Floridas.  In  doing  so,  I  did  not  au- 
thorize  the  Government  to  bribe  France  to  coerce 
Spain  into  this  measure,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  ground  for  any  such  allegation, 
with  regard  to  any  member  of  this  House.  No, 
sir,  our  object  was  to  obtain  a  fair  purchase  of  the 
Floridas.  We  believed  it  important  to  acquire 
them  ;  because  the  acquisition  would  connect  our 
disjointed  territory,  would  give  us  the  command 
of  an  extensive  seacoast,  including  the  outlets  of 
many  large  rivers  and  some  good  harbors,  and  free 
us  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  were 
exposed  by  neighbors  who  were  likely  to  become 
more  and  more  troublesome.  In  the  vote  I  gave, 
I  contemplated  the  measure  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect only  in  a  just  and  legal  manner,  by  a  fair 
purchase.  I  know  no  other  way  in  which  a  terri- 
tory can  be  acquired,  consistent  with  common 
right  and  principle.  It  was  intimated,  it  is  true, 
to  us,  that  it  would  be  easy  to  take  possession  of 
this  country  by  force,  and  that  it  would  be  always 
in  our  power  to  lake  it  whenever  we  should  wish 
to  become  the  owners  of  it ;  but,  for  one,  I  disclaim 
all  disposition  to  wrest  that  country  from  its  right- 
ful owner  without  anv  other  ground  of  claim  than 
superior  force.  So  far  as  the  country  is  ours  by 
purchase,  I  am  disposed  to  claim  and  hold  posses- 
sion of  it,  but  no  further. 

But  suppose,  sir,  we  uke  possession  of  this  coun- 
try by  force;  we  should  not  thereby  acquire  a  just 
right  to  it.  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with,  or  authorized  by,  the  law  of  nations, 
and  could  vest  in  us  no  valid  title.  It  was  for 
these  reasons^  that  I  considered  the  only  effectual 
way  of  acquiring  a  just  title  to  this  country  was, 
by  entering  into  a  fair  and  honorable  compact 
*or  u  with  Its  rightful  owner.    The  measure  was 


agreed  to  by  a  large  majority,  made  by  two-tblrds 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  It  seemed  to  be 
agreed  by  all,  we  ought  to  acquire  this  coontrj, 
and  the  principal  question  was,  how  shall  we  get 
it,  or,  what  shall  we  give  for  it  ?  I  was,  sir,  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to  give  money  for  it  j 
that  we  should,  in  this  way,  get  it  cheaper  than 
by  resorting  to  any  other  means.  That  it  was 
much  cheaper  to  pay  for  it  with  money  than  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  I  considered  that  the 
land  would  repay,  and  more  than  repay  as  for  the 
purchase  money^  and  that  the  additional  revenue 
we  should  acquire,  would  c^ive  us  a  still  further 
compensation  for  our  trouble,  and  advance  made 
in  acquiring  the  country. 

A  proposition  was  offered  about  the  same  time, 
to  exchange  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  Floridas.  I  was  decidedly  opposed  to  that 
proposition.  I  protested  against  it  then,  and  shalt 
ever  oppose  it. 

I  conceived  it  contrary  to  the  Constitutional 
right  of  the  people  at  lar^e,  that  Congress  should 
assume  the  power  of  giving  away,  or  disposing  of 
a  single  acre  of  our  territory  to  a  foreign  nation. 
I  considered  that  the  territory  in  question  was 
part  of  the  Union^  and  if  so,  that  we  might  as 
well  attempt  to  give  away  a  part  of  a  State.  I 
considered  this  as  establishing  a  principle  of  a 
most  dangerous  kind,  which  might,  in  time,  lead 
to  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union. 

If  you  can  dispose  of  this  territorv  to  a  foreign 
Power,  you  can  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a  Stale. 
You  may  transfer,  at  one  time,  a  portion  of  coun- 
try to  the  east,  and  at  another,  a  portion  to  the 
south,  as  well  as  to  the  west ;  and  by  this  means, 
a  designing  majority  would  be  enabled— if  appre- 
hensive otrivalship  in  power  or  influencej  from 
the  increasing  population  of  any  part  of  yoor 
country — to  round  off  the  Union  at  pleasure,  so  ai 
to  suit  their  own  particular  views.  I  did,  therefore, 
call  upon  this  House  to  guard  against  sach  danger- 
ous consequences.  I  also  considered,  that  the 
country  in  question  would  be  settled  by  people  w 
some  nation..  I  preferred  it  should  be  posseted 
by  those  of  the  United  States  and  their  posleritf, 
forever — that  they  might  form  but  one  great  Ao" 
ily,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean-ww 
I  did  not  wish,  on  the  contrary,  to  enable  the  ob- 
jects of  a  foreign  nation  to  increase  and  streorthen 
themselves  in  our  neighborhood,  who  mignt  at 
some  future  day,  not  very  distant,  become  oar 
rivals  and  our  enemies. 

It  was  observed  that  this  money  would  go  to 
France.  It  was  then  stated,  and  it  has  been  re- 
peated, that  there  was  nothing  to  authorize  the 
belief  that  France  was  to  get  this  money  from 
us.  It  IS  true,  it  was  well  known,  if  we  behere 
the  public  prints,  that  France  had  got  money  from 
Spain ;  that  Spain,  previous  to  her  being  engage* 
in  the  present  war  as  the  ally  of  France,  bw  to 
purchase  her  neutrality  from  Prance  with  money, 
and  that  the  treasury  of  Spain  was,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, the  trea.sury  of  France.  And  suppose  tlii^ 
to  be  the  case,  what  have  we  to  do  with  it  ?  "  » 
material  to  us  what  Spain  does  with  the  money 
after  she  gets  it  ?    And  if  Spain  consults  FrancCi 
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who  is  her  ally,  with  res^ard  to  the  sale,  has  she 
not  a  ri^bt  to  do  it  ?  Has  she  not  a  ri^ifht  to  be  as 
submissive  to  France  as  she  pleases?  Would 
that  be  any  objection  to  our  acquiring  the  terri- 
tory from  Spam  7  I  can  see  no  objection,  even 
should  we  beliere  that  France  would  eventually 
gei  the  money  we  pay  to  Spain^  to  our  making 
the  purchase  m  question,  ant  is  it  unusual  for 
two  nations,  in  close  alliance,  to  consult  each 
other  as  to  their  transactions  with  a  third  Power  ? 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  constant  practice  to 
do  so?  The  alliance  may  be  such  that  Spain 
cannot  alter  her  territorial  situation  without  the 
consent  of  France.  And  is  this  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  make  a  fair  proposition  to  Spam  to 

furchase  territory  which  she  has  and  we  want  ? 
t  cannot  be ;  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  proper  here  to  state,  that 
there  was  no  part  of  my  conduct  such  as  to  au- 
thorize any  man  to  say  the  measure  I  voted  for 
was  calculated  to  bribe  §ny  nation.  This  was 
not  my  intention ;  it  was  not  the  intention  of  a 
majority  of  this  House ;  and  such  an  allegation 
cannot  be  believed  by  the  public  or  by  any  unpre- 
judiced or  candid  individual.  I  have  only  otie 
other  remark  to  offer,  in  regard  to  an  observation 
made  by  the  same  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  that  the  ground  we  have  taken  is 
calculated  to  show  a  dastardly  spirit  towards  Spain 
or  France,  and  to  present  a  hostile  attitude  to- 
wards Britain.  I  do  not  consider  it  in  that  point 
of  view.  I  do  not  think  the  conduct  of  Spam  re- 
quires from  us  the  manifestation  of  any  hostile 
intention.  That  Government  does  not  appear  to 
have  authorized,  and  her  public  officers  have  dis- 
avowed, the  aggressions  alluded  to.  It  is  well 
known,  however,  that  we  did  take  an  attitude  to- 
wards that  nation  calculated  to  show  a  determin- 
ation on  our  part  to  repel  aggressions.  Our  sol* 
diers  were  ordered  to  patrol  the  country,  and  they 
did  80.  withdut  meeting  with  any  hostile  opposi- 
tion from  Spain.  There  is  no  ground,  then,  to 
brieve  that  either  Spain  has  a  hostile  intention 
towards  this  country,  or  to  say  that  we  have  been 
disposed  to  shrink  from  taking  a  manly  position, 
or  that  we  have  manifested  a  dastardly  conduct 
towards  her.  With  re^rd  to  France,  I  will  only 
say  that  I  know  of  no  differences  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  that  nation.  And  so  far  as 
regards  Great  Britain,  it  is  fully  known  to  the 
public  what  her  conduct  was  towards  us,  and 
what  measures  we  have  adopted  in  this  House,  in 
regard  to  her,  on  which  I  have  already  delivered 
my  sentiments,  and  shall  not  here  again  repeat 
them. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  did  not  expect  to  offer  any  ar- 
guments either  in  favor  of,  or  in  opposition  to,  the 
decisions  lately  made,  from  which  there  has  been 
an  appeal ;  but,  as  that  appeal  has  been  made,  I 
rise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  any  wide 
argument,  or  of  accusing  any  set  of  men,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  myself  and  the  vote 
which  I  shall  now  give,  as  well  as  that  which  I 
have  given.  It  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  with 
open  doors,  that  the  reason  of  giving  money  was 


to  prevent  the  necessity  of  raising  a  standing 
army ;  and  that  it  was  better  to  streos then  the  arm 
of  the  Executive  with  money  than  by  a  standing^ 
force.  From  this,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 
reasoning,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  went  to 
raising  a  standing  army.  As  I  votea  with  the 
minority  on  this  occasion.  I  will  briefly  state  some 
of  the  reasons  wliich  influenced  my  vote.  It  is 
not  in  order  to  say  anything  relative  to  the  con- 
fidential message,  but  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to 
speak  of  the  message  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  session ;  and  I  believe  it  is  perfectly  fair  to 
say  that  there  was  no  occurrence  between  the- 
third  day  of  December,  when  the  public  message 
was  delivered,  and  the  sixth,  when  the  confiden- 
tial message  was  received,  to  change  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  were  previously  placed.  I 
shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  publication  of  this  mes* 
sage  as  being  the  grouna-work  of  the  proceed- 
ioffs  we  have  adopted  in  secret.  I  wish  it  pub- 
lished, that  the  public  may  judge  whether  those 
proceedings  were  consonant  to  this  message  or 
not.  I  should  wish  the  public  to  see  whether  the 
part  taken  by  the  minority,  or  the  measures  of 
the  majority,  are  the  most  consonant  with  it.  To 
enable  the  people  accurately  to  judge,  I  think  it 
essential  that  ti  should  be  published,  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  €k)vernment  is  presumed  to 
be  the  best  acquainted  with  our  foreign  relations. 
The  Message  of  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  specially  mentioned  and  designated 
Spain.  It  informed  us  that  "  Inroads  have  been 
^  recently  made  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
^  the  Mississippi ;  our  citizens  have  been  seized, 

*  and  their  property  plundered,  in  the  very  parts 

*  of  the  former  which  had  been  delivered  up  by 
^  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
'  diers  of  that  Government."  The  message  also 
advised  us  that  something  was  necessary  to  be 
done.  It  said  that  some  of  these  aggressions 
might,  perhaps,  admit  of  a  peaceable  remedy,  but 
that  others  could  be  met  by  force  alone.  That 
message,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  called 
loudly  for  efficient  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government ;  for  taking  against  Spain,  if  not  a 
hostile,  at  least  a  defensive  posture ;  and  I  will 
undertake  to  say  that  nothing  which  has  occurred 
in  secret,  tended  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  a 
different  course;  nor  could  there  be  anything, 
for  the  one  message  so  quickly  followed  the  other, 
as  not  to  allow  time  for  any  intervening  circum- 
stances. What  followed  ?  A  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, stating  the  aggressions  of  this  Power  to  be 
of  a  most  atrocious  nature ;  not  recommending  a 
war  to  check  the  rising  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  country,  but  recommending  that  a  certain 
number  of  troops  should  be  raised,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  repel  the 
insults  that  might  be  offered,  and  to  chastise  those 
who  offered  them.  This  measure  appeared  to  be 
proper  in  itself,  and  it  appeared  likewise  to  be  recom- 
mended by  the  tenor  of  the  message.  It  appeared  to 
be  the  more  necessary,  as  we  had  information  of 
the  collecting  of  a  considerable  force  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Spain,  and  at  Pensacola.  For  these  rea- 
sons, it  appeared  to  me  desirable  that  such  a  force 
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should  be  raised,  as  the  President  mightt  deem  ne- 
cessary. This  was  not  creatio^  a  standing  army. 
The  number  of  troops  to  be  raised  was  to  be  left 
entirely  to  his  discretion.  The  resolution  propos- 
ed is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  such  munber  of  troops,  not  exoeed- 

iag  . ,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 

4eeai  sufficient  to  protect  the  southern  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  from  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  and  to 
chastise  the  same,  be  immediately  raised. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  militia  would  ha^e 
l»een  competent  to  defend  the  frontier;  but  this 
could  not  prevail  on  me  to  abandon  the  measure, 
us  I  cottid  not  think  it  proper  that  the  militia/even 
i£  competent,  should  be  forced  out  into  so  un- 
lieftltby  a  .service.  The  resolution  embraced  no 
other  idea  but  that  the  standing  force  in  that^var- 
^er  ahould  be  strengthened.  I  considered  this  safe 
Bad  propter,  to  make  provision  for  cases  which 
might  arise.  I  could  not  believe  that  the  militia 
irottid  be  competent  to  defend  the  country.  They 
are  too  remotely  situated,  and  the  country  too 
sickly ;  and  the  only  just  calculation  was,  that  they 
iwould  have  found  their  graves  there.  It  was  not 
cantended  that  a  large  arm]^  was  necessary,  but 
that  it  would  be  requisite,  in  case  the  Spauisfa 
•troops  should  be  superior  to  ours;  to  raise  a  few 
•recruits. 

These  are  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote 
for  the  resolution.  I  had  others.  We  were  in- 
ibrmed  of  the  necessity  of  having  additional  land 
batteries,  of  putting  our  ports  and  aarbors  in  a  state 
tof  defence,  and  of  building  an  addittODal  number 
of  gunboats.  U  these  measures  were  earried  into 
effiict,  I  thought,  as  militia  would  not  be  compe- 
tent to  these  objects,  it  would  be  requisite  to  have 
•an  addition  «Bade  to  our  troops.  Under  all  these 
(eiceumstanoes,  I  was  in  favor  of  empoweringthe 
President  to  raise  a  small  number  of  troops.  But, 
while  I  was  in  favor  of  this  measure,  I  was  as 
Btrx)ngly  opposed  as  any  man  on  this  floor  to  any- 
^ng  bke  a  large  standing  army.  I  wiH  never 
iconsent  to  such  a  measure,  without  an  urgent  ne- 
^sessity  for  it. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  measure  adojpted  by  the 
(House  on  many  grounds.  It  appeared  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  there  was 
not  in  the  Treasurer  more  than  a  sur^^us  million 
of  dollars.  I  considered  it  improper,  when  we 
wene  threatened  from  every  quarter,  io  lay  a  magic 
haad  on  the  two  millions  appropriated — to  antici- 
nate  the  receipts  of  revenue  by  a  million  of  dol- 
lars— and  thus  drain  the  Treasury,  when  money 
might  soon  be  wanted  for  the  most  urgent  pur- 
poses. 

I  was  opposed  to  it  on  another  ground-^t  did, 
not  appear  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  applied. 
It  is  true,  I  heard  one  gentleman  say,  it  was  in  cor- 
reapondence  with  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but  1  could  pay  no  regard  to  that  declaration. 
We  had  before  us  no  communication,  either  pub- 
lic or  private,  which  declared  that  it  was  either 
with  Spain  or  France  that  the  negotiation  was  to 
be  earned  on ;  nor  had  we  any  reason  for  enter- 
taining the  idea  that  the  two  millions,  whether 
they  are  gone  or  not,  would  make  one  fiirthing's 


difference.  It  was  necessary  for  me,  votiag  on 
this  occasion,  to  see  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
the  measure.  We  had  been  told,  in  the  Messue 
of  the  President,  that  the  negotiation  with  Spui 
had  come  to  an  issue,  and  that  tliat  issue  wis  set 
iiavorable;  but  we  had  received  no  informitioQ 
that  Spain  was  disposed  to  adjust  her  differeDcei 
with  us  respecting  boundaries.  We  had,  cb  the 
contrary,  different  inlbroiation.  Neither  hid  wt 
any  intimation  that  the  contemplated  n^raMea 
would  be  agreeable  to  Spain,  or  to  the  PretideDt 
of  the  United  States.  Was  k.  then,  proper  for  the 
House  or  -mvself  to  vote  for'  «ppropriatiig  two 
millions  of  dollars— for  die  Lord  knows  what- 
when  it  neither  apneared  from  any  comnMHiiei* 
lion  from  the  Presiaent,  or  from  anv  other  offiei^ 
source,  to  be  desirable  ?  If  we  had  nad  saeh  iati- 
mation  from  the  President,  what  security  wasthere 
that  .the  negotiation  would  have  been  made  t  And 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  I  should  hare  heea 
opposed  to  its  having  been  entered  upon.  WhiK 
gave  rise  to  the  first  piyrchase  ?  The  right  of  4^ 
posit  stipulated  by  treaty  to  us  had  beea  pefusei 
It  is  w^l  known  that  a  considerable  number  of 
vessels  came  down  the  Mississippi,  which,  fron 
their  peculiar  construction,  could  not  reach  the 
ocean ;  and  thence  resulted  the  necessity  of  a  place 
of  deposit.  The  refusal  of  that  right  fijrst  gaveiise 
to  the  idea  of  a  purchase.  We  ffot  posseMaaof 
New  Orleans,  ana  of  the  river,  ana  Ibuod  oaadm 
also  possessed  of  a  strip  of  land  on  the  o^nde 
of  it,  after  having  thought  we  had  parehaied  We^ 
Florida.  And  when  I  find,  instead  <of  this,  wc 
have  been  swindled  out  of  our  money,  1  am  «r 
willing  to  negotiate  arain,  and  give  away  the  poh* 
lie  treasure.  Bven  auer  this  shall  haveheeadeae, 
it  will  be  extremely  easy  for  France  or  someolhw 
Government  to  raise  a  difficulty,  and  claim  tf 
additional  sum  for  its  adjustment.  Was  it  act 
believed,  on  the  part  of  our  Govemmeat,  that  we 
had  made  a  fair  purchase,  not  only  to  the  Ki« 
Bravo  in  one  direction,  but  to  the  Perdidoialhe 
other?  . 

I  had  another  reason  against  this  measure*  * 
thouj^ht  this  an  improper  time  to  accampusiil> 
Having  already  got  the  navigation  of  the  miff^ 
sippi  and  the  isUnd  of  New  Orleans,  I  tholf>t*( 
most  advisable  to  delay  the  negotiation  *^VJ^ 
eral  peace,  when  we  might  make  an  «°i^*5T^ 
with  Spain  as  an  independent  nation,  bm  ^ 
some  assurance  that  the  nation  which  *°'f|J[jT 
be  able  to  guarantee  the  country.  On  thescifroiwf 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  '*P®'*®  "jj^ 
select  committee,  and  against  the  measure  adoF* 
by  the  House. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  assign  these  ^^fr ] 
that  all  may  understand  the  grounds  o^ ''■**  |, 
voted.  And  this  consideration  wiU  justify  "»«" 
voiing  to  give  publicity  to  the  Message,  toat »« 
public  may  see  what  is  the  grounil-war*  oi 
measures  we  have  taken.  I  wish  the  ***' J^jj,e 
whether  that  Message  recommended  *j^^ 
ground  which  we  have  assumed,  or  that  wnw^ 
refused  to  take.  ,     ^hm$ 

Mr.  J.  Clay.— I  must  say  thai  the  o^xsetn^ 
which  have  fallen  frona  my  coUeagv^  '*" 
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Mntlemen  wko  have  taken  a  part  Id  the  debates 
baTe  stroDgly  impressed  me  with  the  propriety  of 
the  motion  under  consideration.  There  appears 
to  be  a  material  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  true 
xMHistrootion  of  the  Message  and  the  docinnents 
cotnmunioated  by  the  President.  It  fs  apparent 
thmt  I  understand  those  communications  in  one 
'way,  and  my  colleague  in  another.  We  have  been 
tcda  that  one  nation  (France)  has  been  improp- 
eriy  dragged  into  this  discussion.  The  Message 
of  the  President  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  piK>^ 
biriied,  to  show  that  tbts is  not  so.  There  are  other 
soQffcet  of  differences  of  opinion  which  can  only 
be  undeistood  by  giving  publicity  to  the  Message. 
OestleoMU  have  gone  into  a  long  detail  of  the  mo- 
tives which  governed  them  in  the  votes  wbkb 
^hey  have  given.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  imi- 
tate the  example  they  have  set.  I  bo  A  when  my 
motives  are  ctilled  in  question,  it  will  be  before  the 
|Mib)ic,  anfd  not  here.  I  shall  be  ready  to  defend 
them  by  all  the  means  i  possess,  the  vote  of  this. 
iioase  notwithstanding.  I  believed,  when  the  >n- 
jaa^Um  of  secrecy  was  removed,  it  was  removed 
from  our  proceedings;  and  I  considered  all  that 
was  laid  betore  this  House  as  so  far  my  property 
that  I  bad  a  riglK  to  use  it  in  my  defence.  We 
have  been  told  there  is  one  for  voting  against  the 
revohitioB— *t3iat  a  standing  army  was  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  it,  while  the  nulitia  would  nave  an- 
swered every  useful  purpose.  This  may  be  a  igsry 
good  and  popular  argument,  but  we  have  been 
witbiB  a  few  days  told,  from  the  same  quarter,  that 
it  is  aeeessary  to  have  a  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  to  defend  one  of  these 
▼ery  Provinces  attadEed  by  Spain.  Some  allu- 
sion has  been  made  to  a  conv^sation  held  out  of 
doors,  and  my  coheague  bi»  shown  some  squeam- 
iakness  to  act  on  such  authority.  But  I  will  ask 
bin,  if  he  invariably  makes  up  bis  votes  from  offi- 
cial docaments  laid  on  this  table,  and  whetber  he 
does  not  sometimes  traveloutof  the  record?  When 
a  MMleman  tells  yon  such  and  sucb  a  thing,  in 
waieli  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  implicated,  ought 
he  to  be  considered  as  out  of  order  ?  Was  it  not 
hie  duty  to  |five  that  information  to  the  Honse  ? 
I  will  say,  if  I  had  been  acquainted  with  these 
tbin|[s,my  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  appro- 
priation of  two  millions  would  have  been  much 
uevaased.  Permit  me  here  to  observe,  that  wben 
a  geatlevaan  iatimated  that  the  money  was  already 
fioae  out  of  the  country,  no  man  in  his  senses  could 
have  dreamt  that  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  it 
vras  sent  oat  in  so  many  actual  Spanish  milled 
doktan. 

Does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  be 
iafoiais  us  there  are  so  many  dollars  ia  the  Treas- 
ury, mean  to  say  thisre  are  so  many  round  silver 
dolian  there  %  No ;  he  oaly  means  to  say  we  have 
a  oiedit  to  such  an  amount.  *  So,  with  regard  to 
oar  tiansactions  with  Spaing  I  understaM  that 
our  ^edit  is  in  Hc^nd,  and  that  the  fund  is  cre- 
ated there  from  which  we  are  to  draw.  Is  not 
this,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  trans- 
mitting the  money  to  Holland  ?  When  a  man 
pays  a  debt,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  carries 
the  actual  doliars  with  hioa  %   To  say  the  least  of 


such  an  objection,  it  is  a  mere  ^nibble.  As  there 
is  a  material  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  documents  and  the  Message  of  the 
President,  it  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
to  lay  before  the  people  all  the  information  on 
which  we  acted,  that  we  may  stand  justified  or 
condemned  by  it  before  them. 

Mr.  Eppeb. — I  rejoice  that  the  period  has  at 
length  arrived,  when  our  public  conduct  is  to  be 
submitted  to  toe  people— ^when,  what  has  been 
done  in  our  Representative  capacity  ts  to  be  col- 
lected, not  from  eloquent  representations  on  this 
floor  of  what  other  gentlemen  would  not  do,  but 
from  the  rocord  of  our  proceedings.  The  secret 
is  out-^the  bubble  has  tmrst — and  gentlemen  find 
themselves  and  the  public  disappointed.  I  con- 
sider the  publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  as  an 
appeal  to  the  people.  I  am  willing  to  indulge  gen- 
tlemen in  making  it  as  perfect  as  they  can.  I  sMl 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vir^inia«  or  for  any  other  calculated  to  bring  thts 
subject  fiiirly  before  those  to  whom  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  our  conduct.  The  Journal  is  the  best 
answer  to  their  speeches.  Amend  it  as  they  wiU, 
they  cannot  realize  the  public  expectations.  Its 
pubiieation,  I  firmly  believe,  will  excite  no  senti- 
ment bat  surprise.  On  the  iilay  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  taken  off,  your  doors  were  crowded 
with  piersonsanxious  to  near  this  tremendous  secret. 
I  witnessed  nothing  but  disappointment.  Congress 
has  appropriated  two  millions  of  dollars  to  buy 
Florida !  Is  this  all  1  Have  you  net  confiscated 
the  public  debt,  or,  at  any  event,  the  Louisiana 
stock  ?  Most  oertaialy  you  have  voted  naonev  to 
bribe  Talleyrand.  No,  I  assure  you  we  have  oone 
nothing  more  than  appropriate  two  millions  of 
dc^rs  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  in  a  law  con- 
taining precisely  the  same  words  with  the  oae 
passed  for  that  purpose  in  the  year  1808,  and  sup- 
perted  by  the  very  persons  who  have  denouneod 
this  saeasure.  Gentlemen  ha  veattempted  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1803  and  in  the  year  1806.  I 
am  not  so  uneandid  as  to  say  that  the  present  dif- 
ferences with  Spain' are  precisely  such  as  we  had 
in  the  year  1803.  This,  however.  I  will  say,  that 
every  objection  urged  against  the  present  appro- 
pnatioQ  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  measure  of 
1803.  Let  us  lexamine  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  United  States  with  Spain  at  these  two  periods. 

In  the  year  1803,  Spain  had  committed  spolia- 
tions on  our  eommwce  to  a  considerable  amount, 
the  payment  of  which  bad  been  either  wholly  or 
in  part  refused.  She  had  cut  off  the  whole  West- 
ern country,  from  an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  by  pro- 
hibiting a  deposit  at  Orleans,  and  refusing  to  assigii 
an  equivalentone  elsewhere,  as  stipulated  by  treaty. 
The  remedy  adopted  by  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  nation,  was,  holding  in  readiness  a  deuchment 
of  militia,  and  nutking  a  secret  appropriation  to 
buy  Florida. 

In  the  year  1806^  Spain  had  refused  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  limits — had  refused  to  pay  spo- 
liations on  our  commerce — had  in  one  instance 
violated  our  territory.  The  remedy  resorted  to, 
has  been  to  hold  in  readiness  a  detachment  of 
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militia,  and  to  appropriate  money  for  the  par- 
chase  of  Florida. 

This  was  the  situation  of  the  nation  at  these 
two  periods.  Whether  at  either  period,  the  wisest 
course  has  been  pursued,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
prove.  In  both  cases  the  nation  adopted  the  same 
principle.  To  avoid  war  if  possible,  and  to  pur- 
chase territory,  rather  than  to  fight  for  it.  All 
the  strong  objections  urged  against  the  measure 
at  present  adopted,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803.  The  two  laws  contain 
precisely  the  same  words,  and  neither  specify  the 
object  of  appropriation.  The  law  of  1803  was  pass- 
ed in  secret,  with  closed  doors.  The  law  of  1806 
was  {lassed  in  the  same  manner.  The  appropria- 
tion in  1803.  was  not  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, but  rounded  on  a  resolution  submitted  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
appropriation  in  1806,  was  not  recommended  by 
the  Executive,  but  founded  on  a  resolution  submit- 
ted by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  in  the  year 
1803.  concealed  from  the  people  twelve  months;  in 
the  year  1806,  made  public  in  a  few  weeks !  Gen- 
tlemen may  draw  nice  distinctions,  but  tbey  will 
find  it  difficult  to  make  the  people  believe,  that'the 
measure  adopted  in  1803,  was  wise  and  virtuous, 
and  the  same  measure  in  1806,  infamous.  I  ap- 
peal with  confidence  to  the  people :  they  will  and 
must  see,  that  this  is  the  very  same  measure 
adopted  three  years  ago,  without  noise,  in  a  law 
containing  the  same  words,  passed  in  secret  in 
the  same  manner,  and  supported  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  have  denounced  this  measure. 

When,  however,  this  measure  shall  be  fairly 
brought  before  the  public,  it  will  be  found,  that 
notwithstanding  the  noise  and  clamor  which 
has  been  made,  the  difference  between  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  on  this  question  is  not 
very  considerable.  Every  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  admitted  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing something.  What  were  the  remedies  within 
our  reach  ?  1st.  To  declare  war.  2d.  Either  to 
increase  our  standing  armv  for  the  purpose  of 
.strensthening  our  posts,  or  holding  in  readiness  a 
detachment  of  militia.  3d.  To  exchange  territo- 
ry, or  to  purchase. 

As  to  the  first  of  these,  declaring  war,  no  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  wished  to  pursue 
that  course.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  cer- 
tainly did  not.  His  report  speaks  only  the  lan- 
guage of  peace ;  all  the  evils  of  war  to  this  coun- 
try, are  dwelt  on  in  that  report  with  care  and 
labor.  If,  however,  we  had  not  this  proof,  that  he 
did  not  wish  for  war  with  Spain,  he  has  given 
unequivocal  proofs  of  it  in  his  arguments  on  ano- 
ther question.  A  war  with  Spain,  we  know,  must 
be  a  war  with  Spain  and  France  combined. 
They  are  joined  by  alliance  ofiensive  and  defen- 
sive. To  a  war  against  France  and  Spain  com- 
bined, all  the  objections  ursed  against  war  with 
England,  would  apply  with  full  force.  If  war 
with  England  would  have  increased  Executive 
patronage,  and  endangered  the  Constitution  and 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  also  would  war  with 
France  and  Spain  combined— we  put  war  aside, 


therefore,  as  a  course  which  no  man  wiihei  to 
pursue.  The  next  course  was  either  to  ioerease 
our  standing  troops,  or  to  hold  in  readiness  a  (k- 
tachment  of  militia.  Here  was  room  forta  hon- 
est diversity  of  opinion.  A  majority  of  the  Hoose 
preferred  depending  on  a  militia.  I  wasof  tbtt 
number.  I  thought  the  standing  troops  in  that 
country  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  it,  anleN 
Spain  determined  to  force  a  war.  Subsequent 
events  have  shown  the  correctness  of  that  opia- 
ion.  No  violation  of  territory  has  taken  pltee 
since  the  case  of  the  Kemplers,  except  by  twenty 
Spaniards,  who  crossed  the  Sabine,  and  wefe 
driven  off  by  the  American  troops.  The  next 
course  was  either  to  exchange  territory,  or  to 
purchase.  A  majority  of  the  House  were  in  ftror 
of  both.  I  was  of  that  number.  On  the  east  ode 
of  the  Mflbissippi  there  was  territory  to  whiek 
Spain  had  an  undoubted  right ;  there  was  terri- 
tory to  which  the  United  States  had  an  andoabted 
right;  and  there  was  territory  which  Sninand 
the  United  States  both  claimed.  On  ue  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  the  situation  was  the  same. 
Each  nation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  territorf. 
and  there  was  territory  claimed  b^r  both.  It  wis 
not  to  be  supposed  that  Spain,  while  she  held  itkc 
territory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdido,  would  be 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  claim  which  she  sets 
up  to  the  country  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi. It  was  necessary  to  purchase  the  ter  • 
rilory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdido,  to  which  Spain 
has  an  undoubted  ri^ht,  and  after  disposing  of 
which,  it  would  certainly  be  her  interest  to  r^ 
linquish  her  claim  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi, on  obtaining  an  equivalent  surrender  oa 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  claims  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  I  see  nothing  dishonorable  in  this 
transaction,  and  really  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
difference  between  the  majority  and  minority  is 
narrowed  down  to  this:  The  majority  were ia 
favor  of  militia.  The  minority  of  standing  troopL 
The  majority  were  in  favor  of  exchange  and  of 
purchase.  The  minority  in  favor  of  eichaafe 
only. 

On  the  importance  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  I  shall  not  say  any  thing.  The  foes  to  Ujis 
measure  have  admitted  its  importance  intbefoli- 
est  extent,  and  their  willingness  to  acquire  if  <>& 
fair  and  honorable  terms.  All  their  oli^eetions 
have  been  made  not  to  the  purchase  bat  to  the 
mode.  It  is  said  we  have  appropriated  nionef 
not  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  but  to  induce 
France  to  bully  Spain  out  of  her  right 

On  this  subject,  I  have  never  had  but  oneopvA- 
ion.  I  have  always  believed,  and  I  still  beliere, 
that  the  money  will  be  fairly  employed  in  1m^ 
chasing  Florida  of  the  ri^hful  owner.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  will  do  me  the  j««*'^ 
recollect,  that  I  held  this  language  with  close* 
doors.  I  hold  it  now  in  the  presence  ol  the  peo- 
ple. That  France  may  ultimately  get  the  money 
IS  highly  probable,  and  why?  Has  not  the ger 
tleman  from  Virginia  told  us  the  sofercignir » 
Spain  is  annihilated,  that  the  powers  of  her  Mu^ 
ister  are  signed  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand^ 
But  of  what  importance  is  it  to  us  wh*i  beeomes 
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of  theimonef  we  pay  Soain  ?    Are  we  to  become 
the  guardians  of  Spain  ?    Shall  we  not  purchase 


a  territory  important  to  the  United  States^  because  ^o  buy  peace  ?    I  say  no.    If,  on  the  contrary,  the 


«»   »oi  I  a»vi  J   «&up\^itauv  \\j  »iic  v/uiicu  i^iaico*  ucvciuoc 

Spain  may  be  bullied  or  cheated  out  of  the  mo- 
ney she  receives  from  us  1  If  Spain  is  really  in 
such  a  degraded  state  that  she  has  no  will  of  her 
own,  has  her  conduct  towards  the  United  States 
been  such,  as  to  induce  us  not  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  situation  in  which  we  find  her?  For  my 
crwtk  part,  I  care  not  what  use  Spain  makes  of  the 
money  paid  to  her  for  Florida.  It  is  of  no  impor- 
tance to  me  as  a  Representative,  nor  to  the  peo- 
ple. That  the  purchase  will  be  fairly  made  of 
Spain,  I  have  no  doubt.  The  Qovernment  dare 
not  employ  it  in  any  other  way. 

I  shall  vote  for  amending  the  Journal,  by 
inserting  the  Message.  I  know,  however,  that 
this  will  nt't  satisfy  the  gentlemen.  They  will 
next  want  the  correspondence  of  our  foreign  Min- 
isters, and  this  they  know  cannot  be  printed.  I 
am  willing,  with  these  observations,  to  trust  my 
conduct  with  those  by  whom  I  am  elected.  A 
Representative  is  not  responsible  for  the  wisdom 
of  measures.  All  he  is  answerable  for,  is  an  honest 
exercise  of  his  judgment.  On  the  present,  as  on 
every  other  occasion,  I  am  certain.  I  have  hon- 
estJy  exercised  for  the  public  good,  that  under- 
standinffwhich  Gk>d  and  nature  bestowed  on  me. 
Mr.  J.  KANDOLPH.—It  is  not  my  wish,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  But  I 
think  it  necessary  to  explain  what  I  am  sure  the 
House  have  not  well  understood ;  for  my  positions 
have  been  grossly  perverted,  whether  intentionally 
or  not  I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  Gentlemen 
opposed  to  us  act  a  very  strange  and  inconsistent 

Sart.  They  will  not  give  credit  to  a  private  in- 
mdual  as  to  a  conversation  had  with  a  head  of 
department.  I  do  not  wish  them.  I  only  stated 
that  conversation  as  a  reason  for  saying  that  I  had 
withdrawn  my  confidence.  And  will  gentlemen 
'  say  I  am  bound,  when  evidence  has  come  to  my 
private  knowledge,  which  is  sufficient  to  damn 
any  man,  to  legiblate  on  a  principle  of  confidence  1 
When  I  tind  misrepresentations  made  to  the  pub- 
lic and  insinuations  of  the  most  despicable  kind  on 
this  floor.  I  come  out,  and  call  on  any  man  to  deny 
whaf  I  have  stated.  They  cannot— they  dare 
not — for  I  take  it  for  |^ranted  no  man  will  declare 
in  the  face  of  the  nation  a  wilful  falsehood.  But 
while  gentlemen  will  not  ^ive  credit  to  what  has 
•failen  from  one  individuaf^  they  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  giving  credit  to  an  individual  member  for 
the  whole  course  of  the  Gk) ver nment.  My  opin  ion 
is,  that  the  Government  knowing  the  caveat  enter- 
ed  by  Spain,  and  that  Laussat  was  not  authorized 
I  to  receive  tne  country  from  Spain,  which  they 
y  claim,  and  that  France  refused  to  deliver  it  by 
jnetes  and  boundaries — I  say,  my  opinion  is  that 
the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  country  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Perdido  is  a  good  claim ;  and 
I  adduce  this  as  one  instance  of  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  But  this  is  only  an 
opinion  of  my  own.  The  Grovernment,  on  the 
contrary,  lay  claim  to  the  country,  and  press  their 
claim  abroad.    When  the  Executive  say  we  have 


when  they  have  taken  that  ground,  you  will  give 
them  money  to  buy  the  country,  or  in  other  words, 


Government  had  shown  the  validity  of  the  claim 
of  Spain,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  hesitated  to 
give  the  money.  I  do  not  aosolutely  say  that  I 
shoflld.  While  gentlemen  say  the  opinion  of  an 
individual  is  not  to  be  relied  on.  they  justify  the 
Government  by  that  opinion,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Government  tell  you  their  opinion  is  directly 
opposite.  If  the  Government  had  acted  on  those 
principles,  the  case  would  be  directly  the  reverse 
of  what  it  is.  But  they  decided  that  the  country 
did  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  they  are  bound 
to  act  on  this  principle,  or  magnanimously  aban- 
don it.  I  hope,  therefore,  hereafter,  that  gentlemen 
will  justify  the  Government  in  its  foreign  relations 
on  the  principles  avowed  by  it,  and  not  on  princi- 
ciples  of  a  hostile  nature. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
the  Message  should  be  published,  from  a  material 
fact  which  took  place  in  this  House.  A  member 
in  his  place  told  you  that  the  course  recommended 
by  a  particular  individual  was  consonant  with  the 
secret  wishes  of  the  Executive.  I  did  then  repre- 
hend that  language,  as  the  most  unconstitutional 
and  reprehensible  ever  uttered  on  this  floor.  I  did 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  possess- 
ed as  free  a  constitution  as  the  British  people,  and 
I  had  hoped  more  free ;  and  I  knew  that  such  lan- 
guage had  in  the  British  Parliament  been  consid- 
ered as  reprehensible,  and  had  brought  forward  a 
vote  of  indignation  in  that  body.  I  allude  to  the 
case  where  tne  King's  name  was  used  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  throwinsf  out  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill.  I  then 
reprobated  this  back-stairs'  influence,  this  double 
dealing,  the  sending  one  Message  for  the  journals 
and  newspapers,  and  another  in  whispers  to  this 
House.  I  shall  always  reprobate  such  language, 
and  consider  it  unworthy  of  any  man  holding  a 
seat  in  this  House.  I  had  always  before  flattered 
myself  that  it  would  be  a  thousand  years  hence 
before  our  institutions  would  have  given  birth  to 
these  Charles  Jenkinsons  in  politics.  I  did  not  ex- 
pect them  at  this  time  of  day,  and  I  now  declare  it 
important,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  Message  should 
be  published,  that  the  public  may  be  enabled  to 
compare  the  official,  with  the  inofficial  Message 
which  decided  the  vote. 

There  is  another  reason  for  its  publication.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said  there  is  no 
mention  of  France  on  the  journals;  and  that  we 
have  no  cause  of  complaint  against  Francje.  I 
wish  the  publication  of  the  Message  to  prove  what 
causes  of  complaint  we  have  against  France.  Let 
men  of  sense  take  a  view  of  all  the  papers,  and  I 
am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  It  is  said  France 
hasdone  us  no  injury — that  the  bubble  is  burst.  We 
are  told  that  this  is  a  plain  answer  to  all  the  speech- 
es made  on  this  floor.  Permit  me  to  say,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Eppes)  has  given  a  plain  answer  to 
all  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor— it  was  im- 
possible to  have  given  a  plainer  answer  to  them. 
He  says  I  will  vote  with  you,  but  I  will  make  a 
speech  against  you.    Permit  me  to  say^  this  is  the 


a  right  to  the  country,  the  question  is,  whether,    first  time  I  would  not  rather  have  had  his  vote  than 
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his  speech.  After  this  speech  there  cao  he  do 
doubt  as  to  the  issue  of  the  question.  I  will  go  fur- 
ther— after  the  adjournment  oa  Saturday  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  Saturday,  it  seems,  is  an  un- 
fortunate day,  on  which  no  expedition  is  to  be 
undertaken,  no  forlorn  hope  conducted. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said  that  we  pwi^ued 
precisely  the  same  course  in  1803  as  in  1806,  and 
for  obtaining  the  same  object.  He  says  the  same 
course  is  now  pursued — and  yet  he  says  he  will 
not  undertake  to  say  the  cases  are  not  dissimilar. 
Put  this  and  that  together,  and  what  do  you  make 
of  it?  The  oases  are  decidedly  dissimilar.  In 
3.803  there  was  no  existing  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  American  and  French  Governments 
with  regard  to  our  d ifierences  with  Spain.  Those 
differences  had  started  up  like  a  mushroom  in  the 
Bight.  We  made  an  appropriation  to  purchase 
the  Floridas — to  buy  ihem — ^from  whom?  from 
their  rightful  owner.  The  circumstances  would 
have  been  siimlar,  if  the  United  Stales  had  given 
money  to  France  to  compel  Spain  to  form  a  trea- 
ty with  us,  then  the  national  honor  would  have 
received  a  deadly  wound.  But  there  was  nothing 
of  this  sort  in  the  formation  of  the  treaty  then 
made.  Spain,  under  the  operation  of  causes,  in 
which  we  haa  no  agency,  transferred  Louisiana 
to  France,  and  France  transferred  it  to  us.  But 
this  is  not  now  the  case.  We  are  tdd  that  Spain 
is  DO  longer  an  independent  Power,  but  is  under 
the  control  of  France.  What  follows?  That 
France  is  the  aggressor  on  us,  which  proves  every 
thing  I  have  alleged. 

There  is  another  thing  16  be  observed.    The 

{mblic  have  been  given  to  understand  that  two  mil- 
ions  have  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Floridas.  This  is  not  so — the  appropriation 
is  only  towards  doing  something  ;  but  what  that 
is,  is  not  defined  by  law.  Now  if,  in  1803,  we  ap- 
propriated two  millions  for  the  purchase  of  the 
"Floridas,  and  did  not  ^et  them,  what  security  is 
there  now  that  by  makm^  an  appropriation  in  the 
same  language  we  shall  ^tain  toem  ?  Although 
the  persons  making  the  approfN'iation  are  not  the 
aame  identical  beings,  those  applying  the  sum  ap- 
.propriated  are.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  shall  get 
the  Floridas.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  hop« 
I  shall  be — for  afler  having  descended  to  prosti- 
tute the  national  character,  let  us  at  least  receive 
the  wages  of  iniquity. 
But  gentlemen  inquire,  will  you  become  the 

fuardians  of  Spain?  This  is  a  mistake  which 
as  run  through  every  attempt  at  argument  I  have 
heaad.  We  never  professea  to  be  the  guardians 
of  Spain.  We  prpiessed  to  be  the  guardians  of 
our  own  honor.  We  care  not  for  France  tramp- 
ling on  Spain.  Let  her  pick  her  pockets  for  what 
we  care ;  but  if  we  instigate  her  to  it,  it  is  no  long- 
er a  mere  question  between  France  and  Spain, 
but  a  question  in  which  oar  own  honor  is  engaged, 
which  is  at  once  mortgaged  and  gone. 

Until  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  got  up,  I 
confess  that,  what  with  my  exhausted  state,  the 
hadness  of  the  air,  and  the  tenuity  of  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen— so  excessively  light  that  they 
at  once  vanished  in  thin  air, — that  1  had  oot  a 


word  to  say ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  sappoaed  that  lia- 
tended  to  reply  to  anything  offered  by  the  gentk- 
man  behind  me.  If  1  am  to  faU,  let  me  fall  ia  tk 
face  of  day,  and  not  be  betrayed  by  a  kiss— I  men 
no  profane  allusion.  I  shall  do  my  duty  as  la  boo* 
est  man.  I  came  here  prepared  to  co-oaerale  with 
the  Government  in  all  its  measures.  1  told  thcs 
so.  But  I  soon  found  thera  was  no  choiee  hfi, 
and  that  to  co-operate  in  them  would  be  to  destrof 
the  national  c  baraoter.  1  found  I  might  co^)penit, 
or  be  an  honest  man — I  have  therefore  opponi^ 
and  will  oppose  them.  Is  there  an  boaest  nua 
disposed  to  be  the  go-between,  and  to  earrr  down 
secret  messages  to  itm  House  ?  No— it  is  mvm 
men  of  character  cannot  be  found  to  do  this  boa- 
ness,  that  agents  must  be^t  to  carry  chiogsioto 
effect  which  men  of  uncompirotoitted  ^Jwaeta 
will  not  soil  their  tfingers  or  sully  their  cbancten 
with. 

One  word  on  the  subject  of  voting  oa  iaoffiead 
notice,  on  the  representations  of  individMlSyia 
the  place  of  communications  officially  teeufti 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  defMLrtfaeat.  I 
have  always  considered  the  ExemitiveintkiseoQD* 
try  as  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the  two 
Houses,  that  the  minister  or  administrator  boieto 
the  l^islature  under  governments  similar  to  oir 
own.  I  have  always  considered  that  thefcqptt- 
sibility  for  public  measures  rested  more  fUM- 
larly  on  them.  For  those  measures  th^ueaa- 
swerable  to  the  people— *nd  to  me  it  bat  beeat 
sub(ject  of  peculiar  rcffret  (I  do  not  speak  of  w 
general  character  of  the  Constitutioa)  that  tfaflf 
have  not  a  seat  on  this  ffoor.  For  whaltfrwoj 
be  supposed  to  be  my  feelings  as  to  the  se»bea 
of  the  Administration,  I  am  ashamed  ^^^j^! 
their  fame  and  characters  cooHaitied  to  au^  bao* 
as  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  witnesiiag.  v 
their  measures  are  susceptible  of  justtiioatioa,  i 
should  like  to  have  a  justification  at  tw  ^ 
hands,  instead  of  bearing  Yazoo  men  defend  iw^ 
Much  less  did  I  expect^  on  sueh  an  aocaiwa, » 
hear  a  Yazoo  man  assigning  his  "^'^^^'jv'jj 
vote  on  a  totally  different  subjeet  aad  tw  ' 
iustification  of  a  man  with  whom  b?**^"*?^: 
oy  ties  of  consanguinity.  This  reminds  ■e»»  .^ 
intention  imputed  to  me  to  bring  ^®'^*™*mS' 
peachment  against  a  great  offioer  of  Statfc  y^ 
however,  is  so  far  from  being  the  t'^'^^^J^rlAjL 
peal  to  those  who  heard  me,  whether  I  dw  ^^ 
clare  that  I  washed  my  hands  of  impeacwaeaij^ 
that  I  was  done  with  them.  No— I  ''^  5f!JJJ 
directly,  nor  indirectly,  have  aoy^^J'V  ?  721« 
them.  But  I  will,  in  aU  questions  that  *^^ 
before  this  House,  discuss  the  public  ^^^^ 
conduct  of  any  public  agents,  from  a  '®^'**J2|  ^ 
a  constable;  and  I  will  continue  to  do  ^J^rr:^ 
shall  be  admitted  by  the  Constitution,  ^^^^f^^J^ 
can  do  no  wrong.  I  say  I  wish  ^^%^  ^^^ 
partments  had  seats  on  this  floor.  ^^JJJJ^ifo- 
case,  to  one  of  them  I  would  ^^^^^^^^i^it 
pound  this  question:  Did  you,  or  did  f*^J"^ii 
your  capacity  of  a  public  functionary,  *^^^ 
my  capacity  of  a  public  functioaarfj  "*ft  ^.^ 
would  not  suffer  Spain  to  settle  her  "'^^ 
with  us;  that  she  wanted  maoeyfta^* 
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iTe  her  moneT^  or  take  a  Spaaish  or  Freadi  war  1 
Lnd  did  Dot  I  answer,  that  I  was  neither  for  a 
war  with  Spain  or  France,  but  in  favor  of  de- 
fending my  country?  I  would  put  that  question 
to  him.  I  would  put  this  question  to  another  head 
of  department:  Was  or  was  not  an  application 
made  to  you  for  money  to  be  conTeyed:  to  Ekirope 
to  carry  on  anv  species  of  diplomalio  negotiation 
there  ?  I  would  listen  to  his  answer,  and  if  he  put 
his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  like  a  van  of  honor 
said  noy  I  would  believe  him,,  though  it  would  re* 
qiiir«  a  great  stretch  of  credulity.  I  would  call 
inlo  my  aid  faith,  not  reason,  and  believe  where  I 
was  not  convinced.  I  would  then  turn  to  the  First 
Magistrate  of  the  nation*  and  say,  did  you  not  buy 
Ltouisiana  of  France  ?  Has  France  acted  in  that 
Uansaction  in  a  bona  fide  manner?  Has  she  de- 
livered into  your  possession  the  country  you  Be- 
lieved you  had  bought  from  her?  Has  she  not 
equivocated,  prevaricated,  and  played  off  Spain 
against  you,  with  the  view  of  extorting  money  % 
I  will  answer  for  the  reply.  There  cannot  be  the 
smallest  doubt  about  it.  I  will  put  the  whole  busi- 
iiess  on  this  issue.  All  the  difficulty  has  arisen 
from  that  quarter. 

Yes,  the  bubble  has  burst !  It  is  immaterial  to 
us  whether  you  publish  the  President's  Messa^ 
or  not.  But  it  is  material  to  others  that  you 
should ;  and,  let  me  add,  the  puUic  will  not  rest 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  those,  who  profess  to 
wish  it  published,  while  they  vote  affainst  the  pub- 
lication. The  public  will  not  confide  in  such  pro- 
fessions. Qentlemen  may  show  their  bunch  of 
rods,  may  treat  them  as  children  and  offar  them  su- 
gar plums;  but  all  will  dVt  avail  them,  so  long 
as  they  refuse  to  call  for  the  despatches  of  our  Min- 
isters, and  other  documents,  which,  if  published, 
would  fix  a  stain  upon  some  men  in  the  Gk)vernr 
ment  and  high  in  office,  which  all  the  waters  in 
the  ocean  would  not  wash  out.  G^entlemen  may 
talk  of  our  changing,  and  chcmping  about,  and  all 
that.  What  is  the  fact?  We  are  what  we  pro- 
fess to  be«-not  courtiers,  but  republicans,  acting 
on  the  broad  principles  we  have  heretofore  prog- 
ressed—applying  the  same  scale  with  which  we 
measured  John  Adams  to  the  Administration*  Do 
^ntlemea  flinch  from  this,  and  pretend  to  be  re* 
publicans?  They  cannot  ha  republicans^  unUss 
thej  agree  that  it  shall  be  measured  to  them)  as 
they  measured  to  others.  But  we  are,  perhaps,  to 
be  told  that  we  have  all  become  federalists-^r 
that  the  federalists  have  become  good  republicans* 
This^  however,  is  a  charge,  which,  I  am  convinoed| 
the  federalists  will  not  be  more  anxious  to  repel. 
than  we  to  be  exonerated  from*  No,  they  will 
never  become  good  republicans*  They  never  did, 
t  bey  never  wilTact  with  us.  What  has  happened  ? 
They  are  in  opposition  from  system^  and  we,  quo 
ad  hoc,  as  to  this  particular  measure.  Like  men^ 
who  have  ruffed  it  together,  there  is  a  kind  of  fel- 
low-feeling between  us*  There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 
But  as  to  political  principle,  we  are  as  much' as 
ever  opposed.  There  is  a  most  excellent  alkali  by 
which  to  test  our  principles.  The  Yazoo  business 
is  the  beginning  and  the  end,  the  alpha  and  ome- 
ga of  out  alphi^t.    With  that  our  differences 


began  and  with  that  they  will  end^  and  I  pray  to 
God  that  the  liberties  or  the  people  may  not  also 
end  with  them. 

B/lr.  Vabnum.— I  am  not  about  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  any  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion before  them,  which  has  already  been  delrated. 
three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  principally  oceupiea 
by  the  declamation  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia* 
I  think  it  my  duty,  however^  to  give  a  short  hi»^ 
tory  q£  th6  circ^mstaitce  from  which  has  arisei^ 
thecelebr^ed  story  of  backstairs  infiuence,Charlea 
Jenkinsoi^dtc.  Gentlemea  declared  there  waa 
nothing  in  the  Message  of  the  President  that  jus-» 
tified  the  measure  b«ore  the  Committee,  that  it^ 
on  the  contrary  proved  and  pointed  out  as  most 
proper  the  measure  reported  by  the  select  coma»it- 
tee»  I  did  not  believe  that  it  pointed  out  tbat  mea- 
sure, or  that  there  was  any  cause  to  believe  thai 
anything  had  occurred  between  the  3d  and  6th  o£ 
I>eceml^r,  which  could  haveinduced  the  President 
to  change  the  opiiiion  he  entertained,  when  he 
communicated  the  first  message.  In  the  Message 
of  the  3d  of  December,  he  says — "  Whether  it 
will  be  necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will 
be  decided  by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course 
of  your  session."  No  such  occurrences  bad  taken 
pkice  between  the  3d  and  tbe  6th  of  December* 
Takini^  this  into  view^  and  also  taking  into  con- 
sideration wbat  I  considered  to  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Message,  I  said  that  I  would  venture  to 
assert  as  my  opinion,  that  the  measure  of  tbe  ap- 
propriation was  agreeable  to  the  Executive ;  and 
that  I  formed  this  opinion  from  documents  on  the 
table.  On  this  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rose 
and  commenced  a  violent  attack  similar  to  that 
we  have  witnessed  to-day.  I  asked  leave  to  ei^ 
plain.  I  did  explain;  and  I  now  appeal  to  the 
HousO)  whether  I  did  not  observe  at  that  time,  that 
the  measure  of  the  appropriation  I  considered*  to 
be  aoreeable  to  tbe  wishes  of  the  Executive,  and 
whether  I  did  not  support  this  opinion  from  doc* 
uments  before  you  \  and  added,  that  if  any  other 
idea  had  escaped  me,  or  could  be  attached  to  what 
I  said,  that  this  was  my  explanation,  apd  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  that  what  I  had  said  should 
go  farther  than  intimate  this  opinion,  and  that  I 
did  believe  I  had  not  said  anything  that  could 
fairly  be  construed  to  have  a  different  meanings 
It  is  a  fact,  that  it  bas  been  published  in  some  pa- 
pers to  the  Eastward,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  expressed 
to  me  his  secret  wish  that  a  resolution  should  be 
brought  forward  contrary  to  his  Message*  I  say 
this  representation  is  contrary  to  fact.  I  say  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  never  mentioned  any  such  thing  to 
me ;  and  if  I  had  made  sudi  a  statement  I  shpuld 
have  wronged  the  First  Magistrate.  Why  these 
observations  areagain  brought  forward  at  this  time 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say ;  but,  what  I  have  stated 
are  the  facts  connectecl  with  this  business.  I  be- 
lieve such  an  attack  as  this  has  never  been  made 
before,  in  the  face  of  an  explanation  made  at  the 
time,  which  I  did  believe  would  have  been  satis- 
^Eictory. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— -When  the  veracity  of  a 
man  is  called  in  question  it  is  a  serious  business. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  hat  appealed 
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to  the  House  for  the  correctness  of  his  statement. 
I  too  appeal  to  the  House  whether  this  was  not 
his  expression,  when  he  undertook  to  explain  away 
what  he  had  said,  for  he  did  not  deny  it — that  he 
would  vouch  that  such  were  the  secret  wishes  of 
the  President ;  and  whether  I  did  not  observe  that 
his  attempt  to  explain,  was  like  Judge  Chase  at- 
tempting to  draw  back  a  prejudicated  opinion  in 
the  case  of  Fries ;  that  he  might  take^  back  the 
words,  but  not  the  effect  they  had  made* on  the  as- 
sembly :  that  the  Constitution  knows  ^ly  of  two 
ways  by  which  the  Executive  could  inRencc  the 
Legislature;  the  one  by  the  recommendation  of 
such  measures  as  he  deemed  expedient,  the  other 
by  a  negative  on  our  bills ;  and  that  the  moment 
it  was  attempted  to  influence  the  House  by  whis- 
pers and  private  messages,  its  independence  was 
gone.  I  stated  the  proneness  of  Legislative  bodies 
to  be  governed  by  Executive  influence,  and  in  il- 
lustration referred  to  the  Senate,  who,  from  its  as- 
sociation with  the  Executive  and  the  length  of 
time  for  which  its  members  hold  their  seats,  was 
necessarily  made  up  of  gaping  expectants  of  office. 
And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  It  must 
be  so  from  the  nature  of  things.  Now,  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, let  the  House  appoint  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry to  ascertaiorwhat  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts did  say,  and  let  us  see  who  can  adduce 
the  most  witnesses  and  swear  the  hardest.  No — 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  on  that  oc- 
casion so  different  a  countenance,  dress  and  address, 
that  I  could  not  now  recognise  him  for  the  same 
man.  He  seemed  thunderstruck — and  to  be  in  a 
state  of  stupefaction  at  his  indiscretion.  He  ap- 
peared humbled  in  the  presence  of  those  who  heard 
what  he  had  said  and  beheld  his  countenance.  His 
words  were  these — ^my  life  on  it:  "I  will  vouch 
that  such  are  the  secret  wishes  of  the  President — 
or  the  Executive" — I  do  not  know  which. 

Mr.  Varnum. — I  must  deny  that  I  made  use  of 
the  words  vouch  or  secret,  I  stated  what  I  have 
declared.  As  to  being  thunderstruck,  if  that  was 
the  case,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  And  as  to  being 
humbled,  I  have  never  felt  humbled  by  any  man. 
I  have  never  felt  or  shall  feel  afraid  at  the  face  of 
any  mortal  man.  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my 
country  for  many  years,and  I  have  never  heard  any 
ar^ctment  but  what  I  should  be  willing  to  meet, 
if  It  was  not  too  indecent  to  require  an  answer — 1 
have  done  my  duty,  and  am  not  conscious  of  bav- 
ins injured  any  man. 

Mr.  Jackson. — In  consequence  of  the  ground- 
less and  illiberal  allusions  which  have  been  made 
to  me,  I  have  felt  myself  under  the  obligation  of 
rising.  I  had  hoped  that  an  adjournment  would 
have  allowed  me  time  to  have  examined  the 
voluminous  notes  I  have  taken  of  the  former  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to 
have  presented  to  the  people  some  criterion  where- 
by to  judge  of  their  accuracy:  But  as  I  am  thus 
called  upon  in  such  an  illiberal  manner,  and  the 
question  is  to  be  decided  to-day — although  not  ex- 

Eecting  to  rise,  and  being  totally  unprepared,  I 
ave  no  choice  left  me.  Sir,  the  assertion  is  un- 
true, that  I  have  attempted  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  the  Secretary  of  State  against  the  vari- 


ous charges  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  against  him.  I  should  have  been  deter- 
red from  such  an  attempt  by  man^  considerations. 
1st.  Because  the  even  tenor  of  his  well  spent  life 
is  a  complete  answer  and  refutation  of  the  malig- 
nant calumnies  which  disappointed  ambition  and 
prejudice  have  given  rise  to;  and  secondly,  for 
the  reason  that  the  charge  of  indelicacy  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  remarks  of  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Eppbs,)  from  the  relation  in  which 
he  stood  to  the  Executive,  would  apply  with  equal 
force  to  me.  I  never  deemed  such  vindication 
necessary;  however  competent  I  might  be  to  the 
task,  I  did  not  consider  the  conduct  and  character 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  as  requiring  any  sop- 
port;  thev  have  made  an  impression  on  the  Ameri- 
ca^  people,  not  to  be  erased  by  declamation  un- 
supported by  fact.  In  relation  to  the  principal 
charge  made  against  him,  his  having  attempted 
to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  without  an  ap- 
propriation by  law,  it  is  not  true;  no  such  attempt 
was  made.  I  happened  to  see  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  near  the  door  of  this  House,  and 
asked  him  whether  it  was  true  that  such  an  tt- 
|tempt  was  made,  and  he  told  me  it  was  not;  that 
it  was  proposed  in  the  Executive  cabinet  before 
JCongress  met,  to  instruct  our  Minister  to  open  a 
'negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  upon 
the  supposition  that  Congress  would  appropriate 
the  money  when  they  met;  but  that  he  remarked 
it  was  not  certain  that  Congress  would  make  the 
appropriation,  and  he  added  that  this  proposition 
did  not  come  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  but 
from  the  President  hjmself.  This  has  been  tm^ 
tured  by  misrepresentation  into  an  attempt  to 
draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without  the 
sanction  of  an  appropriation  by  law.  When  the 
main  charge  agamst  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
so  destitute  of  truth  and  foundation — mark  the 
expression,  I  say  it  is  destitute  of  truth — it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  other  should  be  rep^ed, 
namely,  that  he  told  my  colleague  [Mr.  Randolph 
interrupted, "  I  am  not  the  gentleman's  colleague."] 
Very  well,  that  he  told  John  Randolpb — [The 
Speaker  said  it  was  out  of  order  to  call  gentleoiea 
by  name.]  Sir,  I  know  of  no  more  aMvopriate 
appellation  unless  it  isthe  descendant  of  Powhatan, 
whom  he  told  that  France  would  not  permit  Spain 
to  settle  her  differences  with  us;  that  France 
wanted  money,  and  if  we  did  not  give  it  we  should 
have  a  Spanish  and  French  war.  Now  admit- 
ting for  argument,  what  I  do  not  admit  in  ftct, 
that  the  prejudiced  mind  of  the  gentleman  was 
not  controlled  by  a  determination  to  misconstrue 
what  he  had  heard ;  and  that  he  was  informed 
there  was  no  doubt  France  would  get  the  money, 
has  he  not  said  the  same  thin^  in  effect?  He  repeat- 
edly declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyrenees — ^Att 
France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle  her  d^ 
ferences  with  us;  and  if  the  despatches  of  tfte 
Marquis  Trojo  could  be  drawn  from  his  privtfi 
pocket,  they  would  be  found  with  the  si^oatvc 
of  CM.  Talleyrand— -he  has  declared  that  it  is 
evidence  of  political  weakness  to  act  on  thi^as 
they  ought  to  be^disregardin^  the  knowl4|ge  of 
what  they  are.    Well,  u  all  this  was  kuQwn,  that 
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Spain  had  placed  herself  under  the  protection  and 
control  of  France,  would  it  not  have  been  pre- 
poeteroos  to  speak  of  Spain,  as  if  she  were  totally 
independent  of  her  ally?    Would  it  not  have 
been  absurd  to  shut  our  eves  to  the  truth?    But 
wti8  it  ever  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  State? 
It  has  not  even  been  urced  on  this  floor,  that  it 
-was — and  I  should  not  oelieve  it  if  it  were  so 
urged,  that  we  were  to  give  this  money  to  France 
to  coerce  Spain.    The  gentleman  has  declared 
that  France  can  compel  Spain  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  she  sees  fit,  and  that  it  is  dishonorable  in 
us  to  take  advantage  of  the  humiliation  of  Spain. 
This  is  a  complete  vindication  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Blxecutive  and  of  Congress  in  the  measures 
they  have  taken  to  purchase  this  country,  which 
is  OQ  all  hands  admitted  to  be  so  important  to  us; 
as  it  is  surely  more  honorable  to  buy  than  to  take 
it  by  force  from  its  enfeebled  miseraole  owner,  in- 
capable of  protecting  it.    Although  it  has  been 
decided  to  be  out  or  order  to  disclose  the  secret 
coinmunications,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  J.  Randolph)  has  declared  that  France  said 
if  we  gave  Spain  one  blow,  she  would  give  us  two 
4  or  ten  in  return,  and  others  have  declared  France 
threatened  us  with  war.    Sir,  I  assert  there  are 
BO  such  feicts  contained  in  the  secret  despatches 
sent  to  us.    I  regret  I  cannot  pursue  the  course  in 
which  other  gentlemen  have  been  indulged  by 
stating  what  are  the  facts  in  contradiction  of  what 
they  are  declared  to  be;  and  though  this  should 
he  a  violation  of  order,  it  would  perhaps  be  pro- 
per, as  a  disclosure  has  been  provoked  by  gross 
misrepresentations,  to  repel    th^m,  and  justify 
ourselves  to  the  people  by  statins  the  information 
itself.    I  will,  therefore,  undertake  to  say  that  all 
the  information  we  received  from  the  documents 
on  this  point,  was  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what 
their  conduct  would  be,  if  we  declared  war  against 
Spain,  to  which  the^r  replied  they  were  compelled 
to  take  part  with  Spain.    [There  was  a  loud  call  to 
order  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  and  others.]    Mr.  J. 
continued :   I  shall   always  respect  the  calls  to 
order  from  the  Speaker  and  the  House,  but  not 
from  that  person  (J.  Randolph.)    After  some 
eonrersation  relative  to  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  J. 
proceeded — Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Virffinia  to  affirm 
that  France  declared  she  would  for  every  blow 
wegpve  Spain,  give  us  two  or  ten  in  return?  It  is 
not  ia  order  for  me  to  correct  the  misstatement, 
and  it  neither  is  in  order  to  ask  where  was  the 
vestal  vigilance  of  the  Speaker,  when  he  (Mr. 
Randolph)  prostrated  every  rule  of  order  and 
decorum.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  and  I  repeat 
it  to-day,  I  should  rejoice  if  all  the  secret  commu- 
nicatkws  could  be  made  public,  and  not  such  parts 
ooly  as  the  opposition  wish ;  tney  would  then  af- 
ford to  our  constituents  not  a  garbled  buta  complete 
Tiew  of  our  conflict,  and  they  would  then  justly 
la|>preciate  the  assertion  that  France  threatened  us 
jjwith  war ;  and  the  charses  of  our  giving  money 
to  conciliate  France.    Sut  when  we  perceive  in 
the  Message  of  the  President,  a  request  that  it 
should  be  kept  secret,  I  much  doubt  the  right  of 
withdrawing  the  confidence  thereby  reposed  is  us 


at  this  time.  If  when  the  Messages  were  received 
we  had  determined  not  to  hear  them,  and  with- 
hold their  contents  from  public  view,  we  should 
have  returned  them  with  their  seals  unbroken; 
but  it  is  too  late  after  getting  them  into  our  pos- 
session under  the  injunction  of  secrecy  to  divulge 
them  without  permission.  I  admit  there  are  ex- 
treme cases  in  which  we  ought  to  communicate 
what  we  may  confidentially  acquire;  cases  involv- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  Constitution  itself;  but 
this  is  not  such  a  one.  It  may  be  likened  to  the 
case  of  an  individual,  who  would  be  scouted  as  a 
dishonorable  man,  it  when  he  received  informa- 
tion in  confidence,  he  afterwards,  without  permis- 
sion from  his  informant,  divulged  it.  This  House 
I  repeat  it,  did  not  vote  for  the  appropriation  under  ^ 
the  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  make  use  o^  * 
France  to  coerce  Spain  into  any  measure.  On 
the  contrary,  instructions  have  been  sent  to  our 
Minister  resident  at  the  Court  of  France,  who  is 
appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  negotiate  with 
the  Court  of  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  this  coun- 
try ;  the  idea  of  coercion  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  France  was  repelled  by  the  gentleman 
himself;  he  declared  that  Bonaparte,  with  a  reve- 
nue of  100  millions,  besides  what  he  could  squeeze 
from  his  dear  allies,  would  disdain  to  be  bribed  by 
a  sum  only  equal  to  two  weeks  expenditures. — 
There  can  be  nothiofi^,  therefore,  exceptionable  in 
the  measure,  and  if  the  assertion  made  were  cor- 
rect, and  our  candid  opinion  was,  that  the  money 
thus  appropriated  would  ultimately  go  into  the 
cofiers  of  France,  there  would  be  nothing  impro-  , 
per  in  it  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  France  and 
Spain  are  connected  together  by  a  Treaty  of  Al-  ' 
liance,  ofiensive  and  defensive.  The  one  cannot  ^ 
go  to  war  without  involving  the  other.  France 
would  be  compelled  to  take  part  with  Spain  unless 
she  violated  her  faith  to  her ;  and  I  believe  Bona- 
parte has  never  been  charged  with  a  want  of  faith 
to  hb  allies ;  and  this  well  accounts  for  the  answer 
to  our  Minister,  that  they  were  bound  to  take  mirt 
with  Spain.  Sir,  this  is  national  honor  according 
to  the  British  doctrines,  and  the  gentleman  wiU 
admit  them*  The  Ministry  frequently  boasts  in 
Parliament,  that  their  continental  allies  will  not 
forsake  them,  and  that  no  separate  treaty  will  be 
made,  no  settlement  of  differences  nor  arrange- 
ment of  territorial  limits  wal  be  entered  into^ 
without  their  approbation.  There  can^  therefore, 
be  nothing  improper  in  Spain's  consulting  France 
in  this  business,  which  relates  to  the  transfer  of  a 
domain  as  large  as  Spain  itself;  and  if  she  pleases, 
giving  France  the  price  of  the  purchase.  The 
proposition  was  for  the  purchase  of  a  country  all 
important  to  us.  So  important  as  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  House  in  1802,  under 
a  consideration  that  we  must  have  it  by  conquest, 
or  purchase  at  a  fair  price.  It  was  determined  to 
pursue  a  pacific  course  then-^the  character  of 
the  nation  required  it,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  For  if  we  had  determined  to  make  inter- 
est the  rule  of  national  right,  and  resorted  toforccL 
because  our  interest  dictated  it,  the  Powers  o( 
Europe,  justly  alarmed  by  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  which  threatened  themselves  and 
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their  dependencies  with  destructioo,  would  have 
made  a  common  cause  to  crush  us.  The  same 
course  has  been  resolved  on  now,  for  the  same 
wise  reasons;  and  we  determined  to  purchase 
such  a  part  of  the  Fioridas  as  did  not  belong  to 
us  \  for  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  R.)  that  we  have  not  a  foot  east  of  the  Iber- 
Tilie  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartraim 
But  admitting  this  point  to  be  questionable,  there 
was  no  impropriety  in  purchasing  the  territory 
acknowledged  to  belong  to  Spain,  and  settling  the 
boundaries  and  extent  of  a  doubtful  right  in  the 
bargain.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  dou^  that  the 
measure  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can 
be  placed  was  recommended  by  the  soundest  policy 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  But  we  were 
told  amongst  other  strange  assertions,  that  by  this 
vote  of  money  we  have  violated  our  neutrality, 
that  a' neutral  nation  can  do  nothing  beneficial  to 
a  belligerent,  and  as  money  is  the  smews  of  war, 
we  cannot  on  any  account  supply  it.  Whether 
this  is  not  advancing  British  pretensions  under 
British  influence,  it  is  for  the  sober  sense  of  the 
community  to  determine. 

I  consider  the  report  of  the  select  committee  as 
the  best  justification  of  the  opposition  made  to  the 
measure  it  recommends,  and  the  severest  commen- 
tary upon  the  conclusions  which  are  proposed  to 
be  drawn  from  it.  It  speaks  of  the  "  piratical  dep- 
redations upon  our  commerce ;  of  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  the  Mobile,"  and  in  the  daring  vi- 
olation of  our  undisputed  limits,  &c.  afibrdioff 
^^  ample  cause  for  a  formal  declaration  of  war." 
Sir,  the  exactions  of  duty  on  the  Mobile,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  continued  so  lonff  as  Spain  holds  the 
country ;  the  right  is  not  settled  by  the  laws  or 
usages  of  nations ;  and  thus  indeed  the  exported 
products  of  the  finest  regions  of  the  United  States 
may  be  subjected  to  d^uties,  as  well  as  those  im- 
ported into  it,  and  the  travellers  returning  on  the 
nigh  road  from  New  Orleans  will,  by  engaging  in 
broils  with  the  Spanish  subjects,  eternally  endan- 
ger the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States; 
so  that,  instead  of  war,  sound  policy  clearly  dicta- 
ted a  purchase.  And  what  is  the  daring  violation 
spoken  of?  A  molehill  converted  into  a  aM>un* 
tain — gigantic  names  given  to  pigmy  events.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  arrest  of  the  Kem- 
pers*  Is  that  ^Simple  cause  of  war  V^  A  few  peo- 
ple headed  bv  these  men  raised  the  standard  of 
rebellion  in  tbe  territory  of  Spain,  from  whence 
they  fled  within  our  limits,  and  were  seized  by  our 
citizens,  carried  within  the  Spanish  lines  and  there 
delivered  to  a  Spanish  party.  And  this  is  what 
is  declared  in  the  report  to  be  an  ample  appear- 
ance of  war.  After  m-ginjg^  that  we  are  '*  too  far 
removed  from  the  powerml  nations  of  the  earth 
for  our  safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  hostility," 
that  *'  peace  most  always  be  desirable  so  long  as 
it  is  compatible  with  the  honor  and  the  interest 
of  the  community" — thai  *^  we  are  heavily  bur- 
dened with  debt" — and  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  cry  aloud  for  **  peace — that  when  the  debt 
is  discharged,  and  not  till  then,  may  we  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  world" — that  ^^  the  present  moment  is 
peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great  and  desirable 


work" — that  "now  if  ever  the  nationil  debt  is  to 
be  paid  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  ofneotniity," 
the  report  concludes  with  reeommeDding  a  wu 
measure — the  raising  a  number  of  troops  to  "chn* 
tise  Spanish  inroad  and  insult.^  I  ^oold  haie 
been  convinced  had  I  voted  for  such  a  proDositioii^ 
and  for  such  reasons,  that  the  neoj^,  as  the]r  foF 
merly  have,  would  withdraw  their  confidenceaii 
dbmiss  from  office  an  Administfatton,  (omesMt§ 
national  irritation,  and  adopting  war  measfBcifor 
such  mtseral^  reasons,  founded  on  such  ioaigmf- 
icant  causes.  I  fa^d  aiiother  reason  for  omxkf 
this  standing  army  measure.  I  bdieved  tat  war 
litia  of  the  United  States  were  most  grossly  tOf 
duced  by  its  friends-*-they  were  represented  m 
inefficient,  and  not  to  be  relied  on.  I  belieyed,oi 
the  contrary,  that  they  were  equal  to  any  emergeo- 
cies  that  could  arise,  and  would  defend  their  eoa^ 
try  with  more  bravery  than  mere  merceaaiies.  I 
feared  that  as  in  other  countries  so  in  tbti,  tto 
pretext  might  be  made  use  of  to  set  a  standing 
army,  the  most  potent  engine  in  the  bands  of  t 
despot,  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  wiU.  And  al- 
though cases  may  arise  when  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  armies-^ if  it  is  recollected  that  the  aggtet* 
sion  most  complained  of  was  officially  disarowei 
by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  satis&ction  pro- 
mised— this  cannot  be  of  that  description. 

A  high  officer  of  theQovernmenthasbeeochr]?- 
e )  with  an  unconstitutional  attempt  to  drawmoney 
from  the  treasury  without  an  appropriationbyltw; 
but,  on  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  deny  it  The  charge  therefore  reverberates 
on  Its  author,  uiiless  he  justifies  himself  for  mak- 
ing it.  I  will  conclude  ray  remarks  by  repeatoi 
what  I  commenced  with  declaring^  thatldidoei 
mean,  nor  do  I  think  it  incumbent  oa  aoy  oae,to 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  Secretary  of  Stut 
The  charges  have  been  reiterated  from  day  today, 
and  his  friends  repeatedly  challenged  to  eone 
forward  and  justify  him.  But  when  the  prineip 
allegation  istotally  untrue,  the  others  willand  most 
be  duly  appreciated.  Thtoee  who  make  incre  as- 
sertion foriact  will  believe  them,  but  the  gieat  awtf 
of  the  people  of  this  oouiury  vBili  require  more  u»« 
individual  assertion  before  they  withdiWMtef 
confidence,  and  condemn  tke  rndtvidual  wwse 
whole  life  hiks  been  devoted  to  the  sertiorrf  W 
country,  and  whose  services  are  knowi  m  a«- 
knowledged  by  ev^ery  liberal  man— thay  ^^"J 
consent  to  behove  cbavgtes  without  the  least  pw* 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  tf]^ 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RAnnoI^H,**tbattbe|na^ 
ed  supplemental  Journal  of  secret  proced«P  ^ 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word  'read}  « 
the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Afes^J'ir 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  6lh  of  Wj 
cerober  last,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  «» 
journal,  thus  amended,  be  printed  for  the  we  « 
the  members";  and  decided  in  the  negauve' 
yeas  44,  nays  74,  as  follows: 

Ybas— BurweU  Bassett,  George  M.  Bsdingw,  Sftj 
Betton,  George  W.  Campbell,  Martin  ChittWMleo,Cwj^ 
topher  Clark,  JoscDh  Clay,  Samuel  W.  D^^ 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  James  BSI'^L^? 
Biiis,.  William  Ely,  JcAn  W.  BK»e%  Jaiaci  H  Gm^ 
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Charles  Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastinga, 
I>a^id  Holmes,  David  Hoagh,  James  Kelly,  Joseph 
L*ewt8,  janior,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
K'illian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth^  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Baricer,  Wilham  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Blown,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leon- 
ajrd  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts, 
Bzra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  EUasEarle,  Peter  Early, 
ESbenexer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Peterson  (Joodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
H.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  J^emiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  janior,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pagh,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Scfauneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  iohn  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Sand- 
lord,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jo- 
seph B.  Yamom,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Btiphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  WilKams,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

[Note. — On  a  subsequent  day  Mr.  Jackson  made 
the  folio  wiofir  explanation :  He  observed  that  he  had 
been  misanderstood  in  the  remarks  he  had  made 
in  relation  to  the  conversation  had  with  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, or  in  the  warmth  of  his  feeling  had  ex- 
presseo  himself  differently  from  his  intentions. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  repeatinfi[  the 
words  of  Mr.  G.  when  he  said  the  charge  of  at- 
tempting to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  was 
BOt  true,  but  as  stating  the  inference  he  drew  from 
the  expressions  of  that  gentleman,  for  which  he, 
Mr.  J.,  held  himself  responsible.  Indeed,  he  wish- 
ed to  be  understood  throughout  as  repeatiiijg  the 
substance  of  the  conversation  only*  Nor  did  he 
mean  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Q,  had  given  a 
lieeose  or  authority  to  him  to  repeat  the  eonver- 
satioD.  He  asked  Mr.  G.,  as  a  public  man,  re- 
specting the  charge,  and  receivea  the  answer  as 
sueh — he  therefore  was  authorized  to  repeat  it.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tne  House 
that  the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
this  House  on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  ought  to  adjourn. 

TcESDAT,  April  8. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  witn  the  Indian  tribes.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported with  several  ameudments  thereto ;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

9th  Con — 32 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Early, 

<<  Reaohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Vmied  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembkdy  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorised  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Wednesday,  the  sixteenth  of  Amil  in* 
stent." 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  without  amendment. 

On  the  (]^uestion  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  said  amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  on  Sat* 
urday  last,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  repeal  the  act 
to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  publio- 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  several  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate :  Whereupon, 

Resohfed,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  first, 
second,  aad  third  of  the  said  amendments  \  and 
do  agree  ta  the  fourth  of  the  said  amendments, 
with  an  amendment. 

Resolvedf  That  {this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
fifth  and  last  of  the  said  amendments,  and  do  de* 
sire  a  coaferenoe  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Messrs* 
John  Randolph,  Qdinot,  and  Jo0bph  Clat,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  <hi  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, referred  to  them  on  the  thirteenth  of  Febru* 
ary  last ;  and  that  the  said  petiiioa  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Publio 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Washington  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
referred  to  them  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jan- 
uary last ;  and  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  **An 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,^d^roTiding 
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for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobn  Randolph,  that  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
twenty-^rond  of  December  last,  bv  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
sixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  an- 
»w«r  of  the  said  Secretary  thereto,  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  the  same  month,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members,  and  that  the  said  letters  be 
inserted  in  the  printed  Journal  of  secret  proceed- 
ings. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  said  motion, 
and  passed  in  the  neeatire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  jACCSOif, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  any 
information  which  he  may  possess  in  relation  to 
an  application  said  to  have  been  made  to  draw 
Bont-y  from  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  before  an  appropriation  made  by  law, 
for  that  purpose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  regulating  the  grams  of  Iand«  and 
providinflT  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see." The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  hv  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
menu,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory ;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  ooncnrrenoe  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  referred 
tke  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  on  the  twenty-second  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  Hoaee  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menu  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Friday  last,  to  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,  th«  "Act  to  regulate  the 
oollectiott  of  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage;" 
and  the  same  being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  put  thereapon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Hou^e. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bUL  with  the  amend- 
iwnta.  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

WanNEsnAT,  April  9. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  a  letter  from  William  Baton,  late  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Tunis,  addre»»ed  to  the 
Speaker,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

Resotssd^  That  the  proper  aceoaating  officers 


be  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  lettle 
the  accounts  subsisting  between  the  Uaited  Suta 
and  William  Eaton,  late  Consol  at  Tunis,  upog 
just  and  equitable  principles,  under  the  directioi 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  m  the 
same. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  settk* 
ment  of  accounts  between  the  United  States  lod 
William  Eaton ;  which  was  read  twice, and  eoa- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHooa 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  coDfeI«Ked^ 
sired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  ike 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  H6oni 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  moeh  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  eri- 
deoces  of  the  public  debt,  in  payment  forlsedsof 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relitire 
to  the  public  debt;  and  have  appointed  wmvsbr 
at  the  said  conference,  on  their  part. 

An  en^ossed  bill  forestabHshmgtradfDjp-hooset 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  read  the  third  tioe^ 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  (Bereii 
mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collectioo  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,eDtitlee 
^An  act  reffulating  the  grants  of  land,  aad  p 
viding  for  tne  disposal  or  the  lands  of  the  Uoita 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  WMrtii 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  ktta 
from  Joseph  Hopper  Nichowon,  Esq.,  one » 
the  members  from  the  State  of  MarvjaDi^^ 
taining  the  resienation  of  his  seat  in  thisHoose; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  able. 
TENNESSEE  LANDa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committ^  « 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Suue  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  ^^^^ 
certain  lands  therein  described;  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  tmappropiiiied  Iaoqs 
within  the  same. 

Mr.  Blount  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  fftr 
tioD. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bww^J 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Qrego,  Al8T0II.  u>  "• 
Campbell,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  and  Prrni* 

Messrs.  Bedinosr,  BLACKLBnoE,  and  AuxiS* 
OER,  spoke  against  the  provisions  of  the  hill  get- 

^rol^y*  .  .    ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  ov 
the  first  section,  and  passed  in  the  negatire  wiu* 
out  a  division.  , 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  wme  « 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disa^rcw  » 
after  considerable  debate.  ^. 

Mr.  Blaccledob  moved  a  new  sectfoo,  dfcW^ 
ing  that  this  act  shall  not  uke  effect  aDt><  "r 
Legislamre  of  North  Carolina  shall  gire  their 
assent  thereto.  ^  j 
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This  motion  was  supported  by^  Messrs.  Blount, 
Macon,  and  Albxander,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Gregg,  and  Q.  W.  Campbell,  and  disagreed  to — 
ayes  22. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  sundry  amendments ;  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tbursdat,  April  10. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McCrebrIT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of 
the  resignation  of  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  that  State. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  regulate  and  Ax  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

The  House  took  mto  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
aaihoriziog  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  tides  to  certam  lands  therein  describ- 
ed; and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  unappropriated 
land  within  the  same. 

These  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
Blackledob  offered  a  new  section  : 

**  That  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  Legis- 
latare  of  North  Carolina  shall  pass  an  act  giving  their 
assent  thereto.*' 

in  support  of  this  motion.  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  to  show  tiiat  the  bill  W6ald  be 
an  infringement  of  the  compact  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  North  Carolina,  without  this  pro- 
vision. 

The  adoption  of  this  section  was  also  supported 
by  Messr;!'.  Blount  and  Alexander  ;  and  oppos<^ 
by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith  and  Alston. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  it,  were — 
yeas  21,  nays  78,  as  follows : 

Ymam — Evan  Alexander,  Qeoige  M.  Bediager,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Claiborne,  Ja- 
cob Ctowoinshield,  James  Elliot,  David  Holmes,  Thos. 
Kenan,  Duncan  MacFariand,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Mom>w,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
Smithy  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Abram 
Trigg,  David  R.  WiUiams,  MaTmaduke  Williams,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

NArs — Willis  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  Joseph 
Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jonior,  Robert  Brown,  Wifiiatt  Bntle^,  George  W. 
Campbell,  Levi  Oasey,  John  Chandler,  Christopher 
Clatk,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Ciopton, 
Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Barle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastmgs, 
David  Hongfa,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Michael 
Letb,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Joslah  Masters, 
WiHidun  McCreery,  Nidioh»  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Ourdon  S.  Mumferd, 
Rogea-  Nelson.  Timotl^  Pitkhi,  junior,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph^  Jolm  Rea  of  Pehnsylva^  Muk  RhM  of 


Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiMe,  John  Cotton  8mith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis 
B.  Starges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Vaa 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  WadsWortl^ 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Etiphalet  Wickes, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Riehaid 
Winn.  I 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  the  following  provisd: 
**  Providedr  nevertheless,  That  nothing  in  this  aef; 
contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  North  Carolina,  ceding  to  di# 
United  States  certain  western  lands." 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  94;  when 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

NAVY  APPROPRLA.TIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

The  Chairman  having  read  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  makes  an  appropriation  '^for  repair  of 
vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and 
other  contingent  expenses."'*' 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$411,950. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  paid 
he  made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
for  what  objects  these  contingent  expenses  were 
intended  to  provide.  He  would  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  infor- 
mation on  this  point.  He  believed  the  sum  con* 
templated  to  be  appropriated  unnecessarily  large. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  had  abked 
for  information  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
give.  He  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  gen- 
Seman  as  to  the  items  of  contingent  expenditure} 
and  he  should  not  have  moved  to  fill  this  blank 
with  so  large  a  sum.  but  from  the  oonviciion  that 
whether  thev  provided  the  money  or  not,  it  woold 
be  spent,  and  an  additional  appropriation  be  made 
the  next  session.  Mr.  R.  saia  he  viewed  an  ap* 
propriation  bill,  under  present  oireumsunoes.  a 
mere  matter  of  form;  he  believed  also  all  the 
itema  of  appropriation  might  aa  well  be  lumped 


*The  item  for  oonthigent  expenses  of  the  Navy,  c 
prises  comnussions  to  agents  to  formgn  countries  and 
m  the  United  Sutes,  officers '  traveUing  expenses,  ex* 
pense  of  conveying  seamen  from  one  port  to  another,  as 
for  instance  where  seamen  are  entered  in  Philadelphia 
or  Baltimore  to  jom  a  vessel  fitting  out  at  Washington, 
the  expense  of  nautical  instruments,  such  as  compasses» 
quadrants,  spy-glasses,  Ac,  charts,  books,  models,  draw- 
mgs,  signals,  lanterns,  oil,  candles,  clamps,  fuel,  ham- 
mocks, trumpets,  glass,  dstems,  cases,  m6ss  kids,  axes, 
gridirons,  tea  kettles,  galleys,  shovels,  tongs,  charcoal, 
sulphur,  saltpetre,  fire  engines,  fire  buckets,  bread  bag^ 
and  an  infinite  varto^  of  other  such  articlea,  Ml 
expressly  provided  by  law. 
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toffetber,  and  it  might  be  declared  that  a  million 
ordollars  were  appropriated.  Had  be  been  gov- 
ereoed  by  his  own  opmioa,  instead  of  the  forms 
which  had  been  observed)  he  would  have  been  in 
&vor  of  draughting  the  bill  in  this  way,  for  this  rea- 
son. If  the  expenditures  of  the  Navy  exceeded 
this  sum  by  $600,000  there  was  no  doubt  the 
Bext  Congress  would  make  ffood  the  deficiency 
without  any  inquiry.  He  believed  this,  as  what 
had  taken  place  once  miffht  take  [dace  aigain. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  head 
of  the  department,  stating  that  on  such  a  day  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  the  ap- 
propriation bill  to  be  taken  up^  and  expressing  a 
Seaire  that  he  would  give  them  information  of  the 
items  of  contingent  expenditure,  as  they  consider 
the  sum  required  unnecessarilhr  large.  He  had  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  this  efl^t — the  Secretary 
said  he  did  not  think  the  sum  too  large,  without 
entering  into  any  explanation.  Mr.  R.  added, 
gentlemen  may  fill  the  blank  as  they  please;  it 
will  be  no  check  on  the  expenditure. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  the  sum 
named  by  Mr.  Ranoolph— ayes  46,  noes  37. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  *'and 
other  contioffent  expenses.''  He  had  before  said 
that  he  had  been  impelled  to  make  this  motion 
from  a  sense  of  duty.  This  impression  had  been 
strengthened  by  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  could 
not  think  it  proper  to  make  an  appropriation  to  so 
large  an  amount,  when  the  proper  organ  of  the 
House  had  without  success  required  information 
from  the  head  of  the  deparment,  from  whom  he 
had  only  received  a  mere  opinion.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  strike  out  this  general 
appropriation,  that  all  the  items  of  contingent  ex- 
penditure might  be  stated  to  the  House,  and  there- 
by form  some  check  on  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Leib  said  he  perceived  in  another  part  of 
the  bill  other  mention  made  of  contingent  ex- 
penses. He  would  be  elad  to  know  what  they 
were.  The  House  ouffnt  to  know  the  various 
items,  or  otherwise  make  a  general  provision  for 
eontingent  expenses,  and  leave  it  to  the  head  of 
the  department  to  apply  the  money  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Dana  said  thenrst  contingent  appropriation 
was  for  the  navy,  the  second  for  the  marine  corps. 
If  striking  out  the  proposed  words  would  enable 
the  Committee  to  obtain  the  information  sought, 
he  should  vote  for  the  motion.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  voting  liberally  for  a  navy ;  but  be  thought 
the  Legislature  ought  to  be  well  informed,  as  they 
would  otherwise  scarcely  discharge  their  duty  to 
their  constituents. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  to  strike  out  **and 
other  contingent  expenses,"  was  disagreed  to — 
ayes  32. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  '^for  complet- 
ing the  marine  barracks  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton.'' Mr.  R.  said  this  object  appeared  to  require 
a  standioff  appropriation ;  and,  though  the  build- 
iDf  was  finite,  the  appropriation  appeared  to  be 

Motion  agreed  to— ayes  66, 


The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  The 
House  having  taken  the  report  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  called  for  the  reading  of 
a  document,  statins  the  annual  expenditures  on 
the  Navy,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  expendi- 
tures had  been  as  foUows : 

For  1798 $670^14  U 

1799      -        -        -        -        -        -  2,848,187  26 

1800 3,386,340  48 

1801 2,117^4S0  74 

1802 946,213  24 

1803 1,107,925  32 

1804 1,246,502  74 

1805 1,409,949  07 


Total 


13,681,888  00 


Mr.  D.  R.  W.  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
**and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  thought 
the  House  ought,  under  existing  circumstances, to 
show  a  disposition  to  economise,  and  to  curtail 
the  expenses  of  the  Navy.  What  is  the  necessity 
for  this  expenditure  ?  Why,  the  Constitution  is 
in  the  mud,  and  the  President  on  her  beam  ends! 
Thirteen  millions  and  a  half  have  been  already 
expended,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  add  $411,000 
for  contingent  expenses.  In  making  this  motion 
I  have  no  object  but  to  confine  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  proper  expenses ;  but  let  them  first  state 
what  they  are. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  this  motion  could 
not  be  received  until  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  oat  ^  for 
ordnance  $50,000."*  He  did  not  perceive  the  use 
of  this  appropriation.  No  gentlemen  accustomed 
to  travel,  but  must  have  seen  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  ordoknce;  look  at  the  Turk^s  house, 
you  will  there  see  it  lying  exposed.  To  his  knowl- 
edge it  was  in  many  other  instances  in  the  same 
situation. 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  33. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  to  fill  the 
blank  with  «  $50,000,"  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Eppes  offered  a  proviso  deelanng  that  a 
larger  sum  than  $30,000  shall  not  be  expended  on 
the  repairs  of  any  one  frigate. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — I  shall  vote  against  this 
motion  on  the  same  principle  that  I  voted  to  fill 
the  blank  relative  to  contingent  expense^  with 
$411,000.  If  we  cannot  restrain  the  ezpenditores 
of  the  Navy  Department  within  the  sum  annoaUy 
fixed,  after  giving  as  much  as  is  asked  for,  b  it 
not  the  idlest  thing  to  attempt  to  restrain  them 
by  giving  less?  The  principle  on  which  I  voted 
for  filling  that  blank  was  this :    To  givt  lo  the 

*The  item  Ibr  ordnance  comprises  cannoa,  eaii»> 
nmdes,  swivels,  blmiderbnsses,  muskets,  pistols,  swonii^ 
boarding-pikes,  cutlasses,  cannon  bsU  of  every  demrif- 
tion,  musket  and  pistol  ball,  ^^nn^n^  musket,  pistol 
and  priming  powder,  powder  boms,  priming  Imrs, 
hansel  and  paper  cartridges,  caitr^lge  boxes,  aisw 
match,  lint  stodts,  wonns,  rammers,  sponges,  wmi§f 
gui-tek%  screw-ddveis,  fiintsYcartndM  thread,  &^ 
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Ntvf  Department  what  it  asks,  that  if,  at  the  end 
of  the  Tear,  more  shall  be  expended,  the  blame 
may  fall  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Secretary,  and 
not  on  us.  The  sum  appropriated  for  contingent 
expenses  amounts  to  $411,000;  this  is  not  the 
half,  but  it  is  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  sum 
appropriated,  and  it  may  be  expended  on  repairs 
or  anj  other  item  of  contingent  expenditure.  It 
is  enormous.  But  withhold  the  appropriation, 
and  where  are  you  ?  The  expense  may  be  in- 
curred, and  the  €k>Temment  called  on  to  make 
good  the  deficiency ;  and  there  the  business  will 

€Dd. 

With  regard  to  the  sum  requisite  for  the  repair 
of  a  frigate,  her  situation  between  this  and  the 
next  year  cannot  be  foreseen.    The  Secretary  may 
liaye  estimated  $30,000  as  sufficient  to  repair  any 
one  frigjite  as  they  now  stand ;  but  they  may  he 
piaced  in  such  a  condition  as  to  require  a  much 
larffer  sum.    But  I  am  against  the  amendment, 
said  Mr.  R..  not  only  for  these,  but  for  other  rea- 
sons.   I  will  never  consent  to  legislate  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  it  appear  that  we  did  legislate  in- 
telligently, when  in  fact  we  do  not    If  I  can  be 
satisfied  that  $30^000  will  be  sufficient  for  the  re- 
pair of  a  fri^te,  1  may  be  induced  to  vote  for  it. 
But  even  this  would  be  unnecessary.    For,  after 
ali  the  business  must  be  confided  to  the  Head  of 
the  Department ;  and  he  will  be  a  better  judge  of 
the  sum  required  for  the  repair  of  a  vessel  than 
we  are.    If  he  cannot  be  trusted,  we  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  either  to  refuse  the  appropriation  alto- 
gether, or  take  a  very  different  step  from  that  now 
proposed.    For  these  reasons  I  am  unwilling  to 
appear  to  act  understandingly  on  a  subject  which 
I  kflow  nothing  about. 

Mr.  Bppes. — When  I  made  this  motion,  it  was 
voder  the  impression  that  what  is  correct  in  pri- 
rate,  is  also  correct  in  public  conduct.  We  know 
that,  when  a  vessel  owned  by  a  merchant  ffets  in 
a  certain  state,  it  is  more  advisable  to  sell  than  to 
repair  her.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  fixed 
the  proper  sum.  All  I  wish  to  try  is,  whether  the 
United  States  are  disposed  to  repair  at  all  events 
their  frigates,  whatever  their  state  may  be.  or 
limit  the  suin,  after  expending  which  they  snail 
>e  abandoned.  I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  not 
inxious  on  this  point.  I  merely  wish  to  try  the 
icnae  of  the  House. 

Oo  agreeing  to  Mr.  E.'s  motion,  the  House  di- 
ri'ded — ayes  38,  noes  57. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.— The  curtailing  Navy 
zpenses  may  be  unpopular,  but  I  conceive  it  to 
«  rifi^ht.  For  that  purpose  I  will  renew  the  mo- 
ion  I  offered  in  committee.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
il  the  expenditures  of  this  department  should 
toss  in  review  before  the  House.  When  I  first 
a  me  to  Washington,  I  went  to  the  navy  yard, 
there  saw  an  elegant  building  going  on.  I  io- 
iiired  under  what  appropriation  this  was  author- 
ed, and  was  answered,  under  the  appropriation 
r  contingent  expenses.  I  remarked  other  ex- 
tnditares,  and  received  the  same  information. 
hese  expenditures  may  be  all  proper;  but  I  think 
at  every  gentleman  on  this  floor  ouffht  to  be 
mbled  to  tell  his  constituents  how  the  public 


money  is  expended.  Talk  to  them  of  continffe9- 
cies,  and  they  will  understand  as  little  of  the 
term  as  of  land  io  the  moon.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  moving^  to  strike  out  "and  other  contingent 
expen8es,'°and  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  against  the  motion,  as  an 
agreement  to  it  would  not  lead  to  the  obtaining 
any  further  information,  and  as  he  was  convineed 
it  was  impossible  to  specify  every  item  of  expen- 
diture. 

Mr.  FisK  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  best 
to  agree  to  the  motion  as  tne  means  of  obtaining 
a  detailed  estimate.  His  confidence  in  the  H^ 
of  the  Department  was  not  diminished ;  but  it 
was  their  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on  whatever 
respected  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  that  no  gendeman  would  cen- 
sure him  for  attacnment  to  the  Navy.  He  never 
had  been^  nor  was  he  now  attached  to  a  Navy. 
But  the  ittuation  in  which  they  were  placed  was 
well  known.    If  there  was  time,  he  should  be  . 

flad  to  have  every  item  of  expenditure  produced 
y  the  proper  officer,  that  they  might  know  how 
to  act  He  was  fully  aware  that,  in  the  Navy 
Department,  it  was  more  difficult  to  anticipate 
the  expenses  than  in  any  other.  Though,  there- 
fore, he  was  no  friend  to  a  Navy,  as  it  had  not 
been  thought  proper  to  abandon  the  establish- 
ment, he  considered  it  right  to  make  such  grants 
as  were  necessary  for  its  support.  If  it  was  early 
in  the  session,  or  if  he  thought  it  possible  to  get 
the  information,  he  should  vote  for  calling  for  it. 
But  as  they  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  say- 
ing at  once  whether  they  would,  or  would  not 
support  the  Navy,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  mak- 
ing this  grant. 

Mr.  Elmer  did  not  see  the  least  good  which 
could  result  from  the  motion.  If  it  would  pre- 
vent an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  puolic 
money,  he  would  vote  for  it  But  the  nature  of 
the  service  was  such  as  rendered  it  impossible  to 
foresee,  or  provide  with  precision  for  expenses 
which  might  become  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  it  had  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  it  was  too 
late  to  get  this  information.  The  ffentleman  was 
mistaken.  Any  information  could  be  had  now 
which  could  have  been  got  three  months  a^ 
Mr.  R.  then  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  next 
day,  that  gentleman,  who  said  they  wanted  in- 
formation might  obtain  it  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  pronounced  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order,  as  the  Clerk  had  previously  com- 
menced the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken  on  Mr. 
D.  R.  Williams's  motion,  were— yeas  25,  nays 
86,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Borwell  Bassett,  Chriitopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Ezra  Darby, 
Peter  Eariv,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Oaraett,  Edwia 
Gray,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Paurick 
Magmder,  Josiah  Masters,  Gideon  Olin,  Thomas  Ssqip 
mons,  Martin  G.  Schoneman,  Henry  Soathard,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Beiyamin  Tallmadge,  Philq>  R.  Thomp- 
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son,  Abram  Trigg,  David  R.  WilUamai  Alexander 
Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silaa  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Wm. 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chan- 
dler, John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown- 
inahield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
enport, ran*,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias 
Earle,  James  Elliott,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Chas. 
Golijysborough,  Peterson  Uoo^wyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  SeUi 
Bastings,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moaely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumibrd,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son, Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Timothy 
l^itkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
JR«a  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
iUdiards,  John  Russell,  Peter  8aiUy,  Thomas  Sand- 
^rd,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  John  C.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Joseph 
Clapton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marm- 
aduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  recommit  the 
fciU  lio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  view 
of  obtaiain^  iofocmation  from  the  Secretary  of 
t|ie  Navy  befoi^e  it  was  defiiMtively  acted  on. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  41,  noes 
&^  I  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Jaokson  hoped  it  would  not  be  rend  a  third 
time  ontU  Saturday^  that  information  might  be 
previously  obtained  from  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
mesl.  If  it  should  not  be  then  obtained,  he 
would  be  the  foremost  in  voting  for  a  recom- 
laitment. 

Mr.  R.  Nelsov  hoped  it  would  be  read  to- 

Sorruw.  The  bill  had  been  delayed  much  longer 
an  was  usual,  and  great  inconveniences  had 
t»een  experiencea  from  the  delay  which  had  at- 
teoded  it.  Should  the  third  reading  be  delayed 
till  Saturdav,  it  might  be  late  in  the  session  before 
it  was  conclusively  acted  on.  The  other  House 
lni|;ht  take  time  to  discuss  its  provisions.  As  all 
gentlemen  were  anxious  speedily  to  close  the  ses- 
sion, he  hoped  it  would  be  read  a  third  time  to^ 
morrow.  1  should  coincide  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued, 
if  I  thought  we  could  by  a  delay  of  a  iew  days 
get  any  important  information.  But  I  have  been 
told,  and  I  cannot  doubt  it,  that  it  would  take  an 
immense  length  of  time  for  the  clerks  to  make  out 
a  complete  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
^e  last  year.  I  have  been  told  that  it  would  take 
months,  even  with  the  aid  of  additional  clerks. 
I  have  been  told  so  by  a  ffentleniian  whose  vera- 
city I  cannot  doubt,  and  whose  knowledge  on  this 
point  roust  be  correct.  Putting  off  then  this  bill 
to  Saturday  cannot  be  the  means  of  giving  us 


any  correct  information  not  already  in  oox  pos- 
session. If  I  thought  otherwise  I  would  wiUiBf^- 
ly  wait  till  Saturday.  But  when  I  reflect  on  t£e 
facts  I  have  stated,  and  see  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  this  detailed  information  in  any  reasoaable 
time,  I  think  it  best,  in  this  instance,  to  do,  aa  we 
have  done  heretofore^— to  vote  on  the  infoimati<Bi 
of  the  Head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  felt  himself  caUcd 
upon  to  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  who  bad  said  that,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  this  bill  had  been  unasmally 
delaved.  He  would  tell  the  gentleman  one  cause 
of  this  delay.  This  very  item  of  appropnatioa, 
which  the  gentleman  had  just  agreed  to.  was 
part  of  the  cause.  But  he  wished  it.  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  distinctly  unden^^tood.  that  there  wa3 
no  disposition  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  delay  this  bilL  It  was  long  siDce  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  he  bad  before  called  for 
taking  it  up.  The  committee  had  never  received 
any  intimation  from  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
stating  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  be  a  matter  of 
urgency ;  which  had  heretofore  been  common  in 
case  ^  department  required  an  early  appropriatioB 
of  money.  Had,  then,  the  Committee  ot  Wap 
and  Means  any  right  to  suppose,  after  haviag 
voted  $600,000  in  addition  to  the  appropnatkni 
for  the  last  year,  that  this  department  co<iJ^  not 
wait  until  the  otoer  departments  had  been  served. 
The  truth  was,  that  the  civil  list  appropriauon 
had  been  the  only  one  unnecessarily  delayed,  aad 
that  id&Y  had  not  arisen  in  this  House.  Had 
they  heard  any  complaints  relative  to  the  War 
Department?  Had  it  made  a  demand  of  sixty  or 
seventy  per  cent,  on  the  regular  appropriatiOB% 
while  this  department  was  swallowing  up  money 
faster  than  they  could  provide  it  ?  He  had  heard 
it  insinuated  out  of  doors  that  there  existed  a  dis- 
position to  distress  this  department.  If  there  bad 
oeen  such  a  disposition,  was  it  not  in  the  power  of 
any  member  to  call  up  the  bill?  He  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  from  rennsvlvania  if  he  iiad  not 
asked  htm  to  call  it  up  in  nis  absence,  and  if  he 
had  not  replied,  that  he  would  as  soon  as  he  coold 
get  the  door. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  the  gentleman  irom  Vir- 
ginia had  srosslv  misunderstood  bim.  When  he 
said  that  this  bill  had  been  unusually  delayed,  he 
had  had  no  disposition  to  insinuate  that  it  Wad 
been  designedly  delayed,  nor  had  he  meant  any 
reflection  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean^ 
or  on  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  D.  K.  Williams  said  his  object  was  to  get 
information.  He  hoped  the  demand  of  the  Honse 
to  give  the  general  items  would  be  complied  with. 
He  wanted  no  details ;  all  he  wished  was  a  state- 
merit  of  general  items. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  remarked  that  such  a  statement 
could  be  of  Do  use.  The  contingent  fund  of  the 
Navy  embraced  articles,  the  extent  of  which  cooU 
not  be  calculated  with  any  precision — it  cooid 
only  be  founded  on  past  expenditures — it  was 
known  that  the  last  year  there  was  an  expeoiii- 
ture  of  $600,000  beyond  the  sum  appropriated. 
The  wh9le  expenses  of  the  Navy  could  not  becal 
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eulated  at  the  begioDiog  of  the  ^«ar  with  cer- 
.taint^f  partiealarly  when  our  affairs  were  unset- 
tled m  the  Mediterranean.  During  the  last  year, 
three  hundred  of  our  captive  seamen  had  been 
liberated,  and  to  each  seaman  arrearage  wages 
had  been  paid  to.the  amount  of  four  or  ^"^e  hun- 
dred dollars.  In  consequence  of  this  and  other 
circumstances,  he  presumed  that  neither  the  Sec- 
Mtary  of  the  Navy,  nor  any  other  mortal  man, 
eould  have  known  the  expenditure  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  Uiat 
there  was  all  the  economy  in  the  Navy  that  should 
be;  but  if  they  got  any  information,  it  could  only 
be  a  statement  of  what  had  been  laid  out  in  par- 
ticular years. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH  said  he  would  state  a  fact,  to 
tnabie  gentlemen  to  ascertain  whether  there  had 
been  any  extraordinary  delay  on  this  occasion. 
Such  an  insinuation  had  been  thrown  out,  and 
this  was  the  place  any  insinuation  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  made  and  met,  and  not  at  the  fire- 
BiMs  or  in  the  newspapers.  By  recurrence  to  the 
iournaU  it  would  app^r  that,  in  the  first  ¥ear  he 
had  ban  a  seat  in  the  House,  the  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  Navy  had  bc«n  passed,  on 
the  10th  of  May;  and  that,  in  the  first  year  he 
had  bad  the  honor  of  being  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  bill  making  apjpro^riations 
lor  tbe  Navy  had  passed  on  the  Ist  of  May.  He 
laid  he  had  not  had  time  to  turn  to  the  Journal 
of  other  sessions.  But  the  truth  was,  a  spendthrift 
aever  could  be  supplied  with  money  wi  enough 
to  anticipate  his  wants. 

•  The  motion  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time  on  Sat- 
urday was  carriedr-ayes  55.  when  the  foltawing 
Bu>tion,  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluaxs,  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  dhrected 
to  by  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  respective 
■nai  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  repair  of  Tessels, 
Mmb  rent,  pay  oi  amuurers,  freight,  and  contingent  ex- 
imses  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1806. 

PLURALITY  OP  OPFICES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the 
Army  or  Navy  from  holaing  or  exercising  any 
civil  office. 

The  bill,  having  been  read,  was  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  observed  that  when  this  bill 
was  first  read  he  had  remarked  thi^t  he  thought 
It  contained  a  principle  not  to  be  found  in  the  reso- 
lotion  on  which  it  was  predicated — a  principle, 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  new;  which  would, 
n  adopted,  prove  extremely  pernicious,  and  which 
Went  to  the  removal  of  an  officer  in  the  enioyment 
of  an  office  Constitutionallv  holden  by  him.  It 
uid  not  belong  to  the  Legislature  to  give  to  any 
«w  a  retrospective  operation,  or  that  would  affect 
officers  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  Constitutional 
privileges.  If  they  did  so  they  would  assume  the 
right  of  removing  an  officer  from  his  office.  The 
bui,  therefore,  as  it  stood,  struck  him  as  altogether 
uocoostitutional.  The  Legislature  was  not  the 
proper  department  for  the  exercise  of  this  power. 


The  Constitution  had  provided  a  pfurticular  mode 
in  which  officers  could  be  removed  from  office ; 
and  the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  over-rule 
this  provision.  It  may  be  saia  that  we  are  only 
making  a  regulation  that  officers  of  a  certain  de- 
scription shiQl  not  hold  another  office.  Mr.  Wii^ 
UAM8  said  he  agreed  to  the  correctness  of  thi» 
principle ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  they  were 
assuming  a  power  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
give.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  gentlemen  fav<K 
rable  to  this  principle  would  so  amend  the  bill  aa 
to  remore  the  objection  he  had  stated.  If  it  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  confiue  its  operation  to  a4 
future  appointments,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  it.  But  if  it  were  to  afiect  existing  officers 
constitutionally  enjoying  their  offices,  he  consid- 
ered it  dangerous  and  should  vote  against  it.  Not 
having  the  bill  before  him,  he  could  not  state 
what  amendment  would  be  satisfactory  to  him. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  the  bill  was  very  short,  and 
contained  no  new  principles  whatever.  This 
was  an  age  of  dircoreries,  and  the  gentlet^an  fro«t 
New  York  has  discovered  that  the  bill  to  *'  pro- 
hibit officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office,"  is  at  war  with 
the  resolution  which  declares  "that  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  to  reader  any  officer  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  undex  the  United 
States." 

This  is  really  a  discovery,  said  Mr.  C. ;  and  how 
the  gentleman  can  vote  for  the  one  and  not  for  the 
other,  is  a  most  extraordinary  thing.  But  the  gen- 
tleman has  doubtless  made  a  Constitutional  dis- 
covery— that  when  a  man  holds  aa  office  the  offiee 
cannot  be  destroyed.  But  had  not  officers  nnd<f 
the  excise  law  been  destroyed,  and  have  they  net 
been  removed  by  the  abolition  of  their  offices? 
And  have -not  the  commissions  of  the  judges  bean 
revoked  ?  And  I  see  nothing  which  shall  prevent 
us  from  saying  the  Govern<Hr  of  Louisiana  or  Indi- 
ana Territory  shall  not  be  a  miluarv  officer.  Ab 
to  printing  the  hill,  as  it  consists  of  but  three  or 
four  lines,  I  can  see  no  occasion  for  it  whatever. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  notwithstanding  hisexiraordinary  modesty, 
had  certainly  made  a  great  discovery,  viz :  that, 
passing  a  general  law,  which  is  a  general  rule,  ia 
similar  to  legislating  on  a  particular  case;  that  a 
law  declaring  that  certain  officers  shall  beiuppoii^ 
ed  for  four  years,  is  equivalent  to  A,  B.  and  U  beiof 
turned  out  at  the  end  of  four  years,  l^e  bill,  Mr. 
R.said,  was  strictly  conformable  to  the  resoltt- 
lion — there  was  no  difiereoce  between  them,  how- 
ever the  gentleman  might  be  for  throwing  an  an- 
chor to  windward  to  daw  off  a  lee  shore.  Aie 
we  about  to  say  that  A,  or  B,  holdiog  a  militory 
office,  shall  be  removed  from  the  civil  offices  ther 
now  hold  1  No— we  are  merely  saying  thev  shaM 
not  be  both  held  by  the  same  person,  wnich  is 
surely  a  legislative  act.  If  we  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion and  trench  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Bxcciir 
tive,  has  iK)t  the  Constitution  armed  the  Exeeu- 
tive  with  a  power  to  defend  itself?  If  we  pass 
such  a  biUj  will  not  the  Execntive  retncn  it  10 
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us,  if  it  be  not  previoasly  arrested  in  the  other 
House  ?  Are  we  a  Legislatire  bodv,  with  the  pow- 
«r  of  binding  by  our  acts  the  whole  Government, 
or  a  mere  Chamber  to  register  edicts  and  pass  sup- 
plies? I  had  always  supposed  that  we  were  a 
Legislative  body,  and  I  had  hoped  an  independent 
iiCsislature.  It  we  are,  we  have  a  right  to  mre- 
scribe  rules  for  the  government  both  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  Judiciary ;  for,  be  it  remembered, 
that  before  a  bill  becomes  obligatory,  it  is  neces- 
•BKTj  to  have  the  assent  of  the  other  branches. 
But,  on  the  construction  we  have  heard,  I  ask  the 
gentleman  why  we  have  not  the  same  right  to  de- 
clare a  man  after  a  certain  day  shall  not  exercise 
both  a  civil  and  military  office,  as  to  say  that  bo  mil- 
litary  officer  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  a  civil 
office?  The  gentleman's  ideas  will  apply  to 
one  case  as  well  as  the  other.  If,  however,  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  vote  out  the  bill,  they  will  do  as 
they  please.  It  will  be  extremely  easy  for  them 
to  find  a  pretext ;  but  they  will  not  be  able  to 
assign  reasons  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  man 
possessed  of  a  clear  head  and  a  sound  con- 
science. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
resolution  on  which  this  bill  was  bottomed,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  had  a  squinting  at  a  particu- 
lar case,  and  because  he  thought  they  had  no  right 
to  pass  such  a  law.  It  was  a  sound  doctrine  that 
the  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  be  general,  and  that 
they  ought  not,  under  the  cover  of  a  general  law, 
to  provide  for  a  particular  case.  Mr.  N.  said  he 
should  not  have  supposed  that  this  was  the  case  in 
this  instance,  had  not  some  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  mentioned  the  man  affainct  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  operate.  He  had  another  reason  against 
the  measure.  He  thought  they  had  no  Consti- 
tutional right  to  pass  such  a  law.  As  the  case 
of  the  Gbvemor  of  Louisiana  had  been  mention- 
ed, he  would  likewise  notice  it.  He  would  ask 
whether  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  held  his  office 
of  Governor  under  a  law  of  the  United  States  or 
under  the  Constitution?  If  he  held  it  under  a 
law,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  He 
believed,  however,  there  was  no  such  law  5  but 
that  he  held  his  office  under  the  general  provis- 
ions of  the,  Constitution.  If  he  were  correct  in 
this  opinion,  he  would  ask  whether  it  Was  com- 
petent to  Congress  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which 
the  office  was  held  without  first  altering  the  Con- 
stitution. If,  under  the  Constitution,  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  right  to  appoint  a  military  officer  Gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  he  would  ask  whether  they 
had  the  power  by  law  of  abridging  this  right  ?  He 
apprehended  not,  as  it  required  as  great  a  power 
to  undo  as  to  create  a  Constitutional  provision. 
The  case  had  been  likened  to  the  case  of  an  ex- 
cise officer.  But  the  excise  offices  were  held 
under  a  law,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  repeal 
the  law  to  abolish  the  office.  So  with  regard  to 
the  judges.  When  the  law  establishing  them 
was  repealed  they  fell  with  it.  But  is  this  a  simi- 
lar case?  Are  we  about  to  repeal  a  law?  No. 
We  are  about  making  a  law,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  drive  a  man  from  an  office  which  he  now 
liolds  under  the  Constitution.    Mr.  N.  said  these 


were  the  principal  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
vote  against  the  bill  as  well  as  the  resolatiofi. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  the  bill  would  be  printed.  It 
certainly  contained  a  principle  which  it  was  tkeic 
duty  carefully  to  examine  before  they  adopted  it. 
He  would  confine  his  remarks  Xo  one  poiot— tbe 
Constitutional  principle  implicated  in  the  bill.  If 
it  provided  that  after  a  certain  day  no  appoiot- 
ment  should  be  made  of  a  military  man  to  a  eiril 
office,  the  case  would  be  different  But  it  deelara 
that  alter  a  certain  da]^  no  man  shall  hold  Iratha 
civil  and  military  office.  The  cases  whicti  had 
been  mentioned  were  not  analogous.  Theieno- 
val  of  officers  by  disbanding  the  army,  and  tint 
of  the  judges,  had  been  mentioned.  What  were 
these  cases?  In  both  insUnces  a  law  bad  ben 
passed  abolishing  the  establishment  of  whiehthef 
formed  a  part.  Was  that  the  case  here?  No. 
On  the  contrary  they  were  about  to  pass  a  law 
removing  a  man  from  office,  without  abolishiii^ 
the  office.  Could  any  gentleman  show  any  pow- 
«r  possessed  by  Congress  of  removing  a  mao  from 
office  without  abolishing  it  ?  Mr.  S.  said  heshoold 
adhere  to  the  Constituuon  in  good  as  well  as  biil 
tim'es,  and  deeming  this  measure  a  direct  riola- 
tion  of  it  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Ce<ark  said  the  geatleman  from  Marylaod 
had  declared  the  officer  alluded  to,  a  Constitatiooal 
officer^  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  ^iiw. 
He  wished  the  Territorial  law  might  be  reid. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  replied  that  he  had  said  no 
such  thing.  He  knew  full  well  that  there  was  a 
law  for  the  appointment  of  a  Governor  of  Lomsi- 
ana.  If  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  maa.  tbejr 
should  repeal  that  law.  lie  had  said  that  thetf- 
pointment  was  under  the  Constitution,  whieh  be- 
ing Constitutionally  made,  there  was  no  power 
in  the  Legislature  to  remove  him. 

Mr.  J.  CuAY  said  the  objections  raised  bfget- 
tlemen  to  this  bill  appeared  to  him  verf  swgt 
Several  acts  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislaton 
establishing  various  offices.  Qentlemen  all  ac- 
knowledged that  it  is  in  the  power  of  CoDgress  to 
destroy  these  offices  bv  repealing  tbe  kws  that 
create  them,  and  yet  tney  deny  that  it  is  in  their 
power  to  modify  them.  It  is  within  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  to  say  that  a  man.  thoo^  ap* 
pointed  for  three  years,  shall  vacate  his  oiceat 
the  expiration  of  one  year.  So  it  is  in  their  po^et 
to  say  no  military  officer  shall  be  appointed  Got- 
ernor  of  a  Territory.  If  they  have  power  to  re- 
peal a  law  and  destroy  the  office  created  bf  ij 
there  can  be  no  question  of  their  hariiif  »« 
power  of  modifying  the  office.  Your  law,  swi  Mr. 
C.,  constitutes  the  Governors  of  the  TerriionM 
commandants  of  the  militia.  Surely  then  it  is  ia 
the  power  of  the  law  to  say  they  shall  no  loog^ 
be  commandants  of  the  militia.  So  with  the  ^- 
ficers  of  the  Army,  you  have  a  right  to  destro?  iw 
office  of  Brigadier  General,  or  to  say  it  shall  not 
be  held  by  a  Governor  of  a  Territory.  . 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  enmity  to  the  person  al* 
luded  to.  He  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  wffl- 
But  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  appointed  to  « 
civil  office,  which  was  from  its  nature  local,  oogW 
not  to  hold  a  military  office,  which  might  carrf 
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bim  from  the  place  where  the  first  was  exercised. 
It  had  been  remarked,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  that  this  officer  had  been  appointed 
under  the  Constitution,  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate,  and  that  it  would  require  as  great  a  power  to 
repeal  as  to  make  this  provision.  He  agreed  to  the 
accuracy  of  this  remark;  but  would  answer  it  by 
stating  that  the  proposed  law,  before  it  became 
binding,  would  require  the  concurrence  of  the 
President,  the  Senate,  and  that  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  to  print  the 
bill — yeas  46  nays  52. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  afiect  any  officer 
now  holding  an  office  under  the  Constitution  or  any 
existing  law  of  the  United  States. 

Tbb  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  N. 
WiLLiAJis,  R.  Nelson,  and  smilie;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs..  J.  RANnoPH,R.  Whitbbill,  Dawson, 
Jackson,  and  Auinct. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  both  the 
amendment  and  the  bill. 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  proviso,  which  was  negatived — yeas 
36,  nays  66^  as  follows : 

YxAS— Josei^  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  George 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Jaoob  Crowninsfaield, 
Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  Pet»r 
Early,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  William  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  William  McCreery,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Jenmiah 
Ndson,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  PhiUp  Van 
Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Whitehill, 
EUphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Nathan 
Williams. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedinger,  John 
Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  William  Butler,  Levi 
Caa^,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claik,  Joseph  Clay, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Eli  as 
EaiK  Caleb  Ellis,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Charles  Gddsborough,  Peterson  Ch>odwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Hasthigs,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Water  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew 
Lyon»  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
MoRow,  Thomas. Newton,  junior,  Gideon  01m,  Tim* 
othy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincnr,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Khea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Thomas  Ssmmons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
StUTges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Pcleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 


of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,"  with  several  amendments ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Friuay,  April  11. 

Mr.  John  C.  SMrTO,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  in- 
stant, the  memprial  of  Amelia  Busene  Beauraar- 
ehais,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
in  relation  to  sundry  claims  to  land  for  military 
services  rendered  in  the  late  Revolutionary  War, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  nineteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  "Aa 
act  granting  farther  time  for  locating  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  an 
act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thonsand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  five,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  aet 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and 
for  other  parposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  RANnoLPH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chicksaw  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolph,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, })resented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PasaiDJiifT 
OF  THE  llNiTEn  Statbs,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  returns  last  received  from  the  several  States 
and  Territories.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  documents  transmitted  therewith, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  prescribing  the  ef- 
fect in  each  State  of  the  records  of  judgments 
and  decrees  of  the  courts  of  record  of  every  other 
State. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  arose  on  this  bilL 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  to 
postpone  the  bill  inclefinitely  was  lost ;  when  it 
was  ordered  to  be.  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday — yeas  63. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

from  the  Secreury  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  an 

I  estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
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for  repairs  of  vessels,  store-rent,  pay  of  armorers, 
freight,  and  contingeDt  expenses  of  the  Navy,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  tenth  instant ;  wbieh  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

TENNE3SEE  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
iasue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  there- 
in described  ;  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  unap-^ 
propriated  land  within  the  same,  was  read  the^ 
third  time. 

Mr.  Alston  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing an  amendment,  declaring  that  nothing 
contain^  in  this  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  the  cession  act  of  North  Carolina. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  A  lstok, 
and  Alexanbbr  ;  and  Apposed  by  Messrs.  Greog, 
J.  C.  Smith,  and  O.  W.CAMPnELL,and  disagreed 
to.  yeas  28 ;  when  the  bill  was  passed — yeas  63, 
says  28,  as  follows : 

Ybas— David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  SUss  Betton, 
John  Blake,  jun.,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Gamp- 
Mi,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninsfaield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Jithn  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Edwin  Ghtay,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  dilas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastmgs,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  Q.  Jaokson,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Gordon  8.  Mumford, 
TimoUiy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quinoy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Ithea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Pe- 
ter 8aiUy,  Thomas  Bammons,  James  Sloan,  John  Smi- 
Me,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
gea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  EUphalet  Wickes,  Alexander  Wilaon,  and 
fiichard  Winn. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun..  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  BidwsU, 
WUliam  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Esra  Darby, 
James  Elliott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Patrick  Magruder,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams, 
Joseph  Winston. 

PLURALITY  OP  OFFICES. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and* 
Nary  of  the  United  States  from  holding  or  exer- 
cisii^  any  civil  office,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Greoo  said  he  never  found  himself  in- 
volved in  greater  difficulty.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  principle  involved  ia  the  bill,  and  yet  he 
could  not  vote  for  its  passaffe.  He  believed  that 
it  was  a  correct  principle  that  civil  and  military 
offices  should  be  kept  distinct,  and  he  wished  the 
Constitution  had  prohibited  the  union.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  individual  on  whom  it  was  mentioned 
yesterday  this  law  was  to  operate,  he  was  satis- 


fied it  would  be  best  if  he  could  be  remoTedfrom 
one  of  the  offices  he  held,  and  if  such  a  conne 
had  been  pursued,  he  should  have  been  in  faror 
of  destroving  the  office  of  brigadier  ffeaerel  to 
i;et  rid  or  the  officer.  The  effect  of  tbis  resolo* 
tion  would  be  to  take  from  a  man  an  office  whick 
he  held  under  the  Constitution.  Tbis  power 
they  did  not  possess.  The  only  Constitutiooal 
way  to  effect  the  object  was  to  destroy  the  office. 
He  would  agree  likewise  to  amend  the  Coostito- 
tioo,  so  as  to  declare  the  union  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary office  incompatible,  or  to  a  law  proridini 
that  after  a  certain  time  no  person  should  bold 
two  such  offices ;  and  he  should,  if  practicable, 
be  for  doing  away  the  office  of  Qoveraor  of  Loo- 
isiana,  because  ne  belieTed  the  person  holding 
that  office  was,  by  his  course  of  proeeedion,  pro- 
ducing a  disturlwnce  in  the  Territory.  Butdr 
though  he  entertained  a  favorable  opinion  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  would  wish  to  remore 
that  gentleman  from  one  of  the  offices  be  beld, 
yet  he  must  vote  against  the  bill,  as  it  went  to 
the  unconstitutional  removal  of  an  officer. 

Mr.  Smilie  thought  the  passafd  of  thisbilln- 
volved  a  principle  of  a  very  serious  nature.  As 
to  the  abstract  principle  involved  in  the  biUbi 
did  not  dispute  its  correctness,  or  that  itoagbtti 
have  been  a  part  of  the  Constitutioa.  Bot  (be 
question  was,  wheUier  they  hada  rightbytiegii- 
lAtive  act,  to  prejudice  any  other  oranciof  the 
Government.  They  wer«  not  in  his  opiwen  wl^ 
ranted  in  trayellin^  out  of  their  own  sphere  to 
remove  existing  evils.  There  was  but  one  wty 
in  which  the  Constittnion  provided  for  the  renio- 
Tal  of  a  public  officer.  It  says  "the  Preddaf 
»  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  Uoir 

*  ted  Slates,  shall  be  removed  from  office  od  im- 
'peachmeot  for,  and  conviction  of,  treason,  bn- 

•  oery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeaDoa 
Here  was  the  true  and  only  sphere  in  which  toe 
House  could  move.  If  the  Constitution  did  wjj 
give  the  right  of  removal  in  any  other  wa/|« 
did  not  exist,  and  if  they  undertook  by  eta'**' 
tive  act  to  remove  a  nian  constitulion»llj»P: 
pointed,  who  would  pretend  to  say  what  mischw 
might  not  result  from  it  9  For  these  reMOW« 
should  vote  against  the  bilL  . 

Mr.  CluiNCY  said  it  appeared  to  him  tbitooe  « 
the  arguments  urged  by  gentlemen  ^1^. 
bill  was  fallacious— that  which  considered  it «? 
invasion  of  the  righu  of  the  Execntive.  Tbs 
argument  went  on  the  assumption  that  the  rire9^ 
dent  would  necessarily  sign  the  bill  senttowOj 
wbieh  might  or  might  not  be  the  fact.  "  beM- 
cedes  to  it,  the  argument  of  gentlemen  ft^'?{°JJ : 
ground;  and  if  it  shall  be  returned,  rt  wiUtQcn 
be  time  enough  to  discuss  the  Conslitutionw 
principle.  With  regard  to  the  general  expedicncj 
of  passing  such  a  bill,  the  strongest  wgam«»B 
would  be  found  in  favor  of  it  on  ibe  W«  **\  aJ 
tory.  If  history  proved  anything,  it  w#s  that  ij. 
condition  of  those  was  most  degraded  ^^^^^y^ 
under  the  colonial  governments  of  ^/fp^. 
This  was  amply  proved  by  the  annals  of  the  wi 
thagenian  and  Roman  Republics.  Th«tcrritonr 
under  contemplation  was  a  kind  o{  colooiaJ  go 
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cromeDt,  aod  mi^bt  in  tbe  coarse  of  time  be  a 
powerful  engine  m  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Execuitve. 
He  wished,  therefore,  for  a  separation  of  tbe  civil 
mnd  military  powers  wbicb  mi^bt  arise  under  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  if  tbe  question  was  what  was 
most  convenient  or  best,  he  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing^  with  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. But  it  rested  on  higher  sround — on 
-what  was  Constitutional.  If  he  had  a  right  to 
make  the  Constitution,  he  would  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  separating  the  civil  and  military  powers. 
But  he  could  not  forget  the  occurrences  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  State  he  had  tbe  honor  to 
represent  in  part.  In  that  Sfate  there  had  been 
but  a  single  branch  of  the  Legislature  without 
any  Executive  veto  on  the  pasi^age  of  tbe  laws. 
He  bad  seen  that  Grovemment  destroyed  by 
sweeping  away  tbe  Executive  power  befpre  tbe 
irresistible  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and  he 
had  seen  the  people  obliged,  from  this  circum- 
stance, o  ffive  up  that  constitution  and  frame  a 
Dew  one.  The  measure  under  consideration  was 
of  tbe  same  kind.  The  Constitutional  powers  of 
the  Executive  ought  not  to  be  encroacned  upon, 
unless  the  object  was  to  produce  confusion.  He 
bad  seen  the  effects  of  such  measures,  and  depre- 
cated them.  You  may.  said  Mr.  S.,  abolish  the 
office,  and  the  officer  falls  with  it,  but  in  no  other 
way,  while  tbe  office  contioues,  can  you  remove 
the  officer  except  by  impeachment.  Shall  we, 
then,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  man  who  may  not 
have  done  right  (and  as  for  myself  I  am  ready 
to  answer  I  have  no  affection  for  tbe  man)  go  in- 
to a  new  scene,  the  length  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee?  This  principle  once  established  may 
lead  to  anything ;  it  may  lead  to  a  destruction  of 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  altogether.  I  am 
as  tenacious  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  as 
any  roan,  but  I  believe  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  be  equally  necessary.  Indeed  I  think  there 
is  more  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  orer- 
wbelmiog  power  of  the  Legislature,  than  from 
the  powers  of  tbe  Executive.  For  the  Legisla- 
ture is  so  powerful  that  there  can  be  little  danger 
of  the  Executive  encroaching  upon  it. 

Mr.  BppB8.-^If  I  took  tbe  same  view  of  tbe 
operation  of  this  law  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  should  certainly  give  it  my  neg- 
ative. As,  however,!  voted  for  the  resolution  on 
which  it  is  founded,  and  consider  the  law  in  con- 
formity with  the  resolution,  I  will  assign,  in  a 
few  words,  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my 
▼otc. 

We  bare  been  told  that  all  the  departments  of 
Qovemment  are  independent  of  each  other.  No 
man  denies  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  Let 
us  not  interfere  with  the  Constitutional  rights  of 
the  other  departments,  nor  abandon  our  own. 
The  Executive  has  by  the  Constitution  the  ri^ht 
of  noniinating  for  office  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  whether  an  officer  of  tbe  Army  and  Navy, 
or  aot.  This  being  a  Constitutional  right,  be 
certainly  cannot  be  deprived  of  it  by  law ;  the 
right  remains,  and  may  be  exercised  if  tbe  law 
passes ;  the  law  merely  severs  tbe  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices,  and  leaves  the  military  officer  to  de- 


cide whether  he  will  vacate  his  military  command 
by  holding  or  accepting  a  civil  office ;  the  Exec- 
utive will  have  tbe  same  right  to  appoint — the 
individual  will  have  the  same  right  to  accept  the 
civil  office  as  heretofore,  but  the  acceptance  va- 
cates his  command  in  the  Army  or  Ni^vy.  If, 
then,  the  Executive  right  to  appoint,  and  the 
right  of  the  officer  to  accept,  remains  after  the 
passage  of  this  law,  how  can  gentlemen  contend 
that  tbe  Constitutional  ri^bt  of  appointment  is 
narrowed  ?  All  the  difficulty  on  the  present  occa- 
sion arises  from  the  law  being  made  to  bear  o|i 
the  CoQstitutional  right  of  appointment.  It  is 
in^nd.ed  to  operate  c^y  on  offices  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  which  are  created  by  law,  to  the  tenure 
of  which  we  may  annex  such  conditions  as  the 
imblic  good  may  rei}niEe.  Under  the  Constitu- 
tion we  have  a  right  to  prescribe  rnles  for  the 
government  of  tbe  Army  or  Navy.  In  passio^f 
this  law  we  add  a  new  clause  to  the  articles  of 
war,  viz:  Tbatan  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy 
shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  oivil  office.  Do  gentle- 
men really  suppose  that  we  have  no  right  to 
make  this  rqle?  If  we  can  say  that  an  officer 
shall  not  get  drtink,  that  he  shall  have  short  hair, 
a  coat  of  a  certain  form ;  that  he  shall  not  absent 
himself  from  his  dut)^;  or  if  we  can  in  fact  aa- 
nex  any  other  condition  calculated  to  insure  to 
the  public  his  services,  why  may  we  not  deciare 
by  law  that  he  shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  civil 
office,  he  shall  forfeit  his  militanr  command? 
The  public  welfare  is  tbe  basis  of^the  rtiks  for 
the  government  of  tbe  Army  and  Navy ;  we  havie 
a  right  to  prescribe  such  ruks  as  the  public  good 
requires,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  establish  such  as 
will  insure  to  os  the  services  of  our  military  offi«* 
cers  in  that  station  to  which  they  are  appointed. 
But  we  are  told  we  are  about  to  remove  from 
office  a  civil  officer  by  law.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  read  the  clause  of  tbe  Consti- 
tution which  provides  for  the  removal  of  civil 
officers  b^  impeachment.  This  law  is  not  to  ope- 
rate on  civil  but  on  military  officers;  civil  officersi 
it  is  true,  are  removed  by  impeachment — military 
officers  by  such  forms  as  we  think  proper  to  pre- 
scribe by  law;  the  operation  of  this  law  wiu  be 
precisely  tbe  same  with  any  other  new  rule  pre- 
scribed for  the  government  of  the  Army  or  Navy. 
Suppose  we  were  to  pass  a  law  that  anv  officer 
found  drunk  after  the  1st  of  July  next  shall  for- 
feit his  office — his  having  been  drunk  before  would 
not  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law — but 
his  being  drunk  after  the  first  of  July  next  would 
deprive  him  of  his  office.  Apply  this  to  the  case 
of  a  civil  officer.  An  officer  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  having  accepted  a  civil  office,  or  holding  a 
civil  office,  does  not  at  present  vacate  his  military 
office;  the  reason  is  obvious — there  is  no  law 
against  it.  If,  however,  after  the  first  of  July 
next,  he  accepts  or  continues  to  hold  a  civil  office, 
he  forfeits  his  military  command  under  the  new 
article  of  war  which  this  law  establishes.  The 
law  severs  the  two  offices,  declares  them  incom- 
patible with  each  other,  and  leaves  the  individual 
free  to  make  his  election.  As  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  the  civil  and  military  ought  to  be  a^ 
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arate  and  distinct,  I  have  no  doabt.  If  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  the  law  ought  to  extend  to  all 
cases,  not  only  such  as  may  hereafter  arise,  but 
to  those  which  at  present  exist. 

Mr.  Stanford  supported,  and  Messrs.  Find- 
let  and  Sloan  opposed  the  oill ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill — yeas  64,  nays  34.  as  follows  : 

Tbas — Witlis  Alston,  Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  fiedinger,  Silas  Betton,  John  Blake,  jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Clai- 
borne, Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Barly,  James  Elliot, 
Caleb  Enb,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Lieb,  Matthew  Lycm,  Duncan  McFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gor- 
don 8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  CKdeun  Oltn, 
Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randoph, 
John  Rm  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schoneman, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexan- 
der Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cntts,  Esra  Darby,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Find- 
ley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
James  Kelly»  William  McCreery,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebenesier  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Phitip  Van  Cortland^  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  WhitehiU,  EUphalet  Wickes,  Marmadnke 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mi*.  J.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  to  the  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts,  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the 
public  debt — made  a  report. 

The  House  took  up  this  report,  which  recom- 
mended to  the  House  the  recediufi^  from  their 
amendment,  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  original 
bill  which  authorized  the  appointment  of  an  agent, 
with  power  to  make  purchases  of  the  public  debt 
by  open  purchase,  and  allowing  him  one  quarter  of 
one  per  cent,  on  all  purchases  made  by  him. 

A  short  debate  tooK  place  on  receding — Messrs. 
J.  Clay,  and  Q,uinct  supported;  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Smith  opposed  receding — which  was  disagreed 
to— yeas  35,  nays  38. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  House 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  amendment. 

Saturday,  April  12. 
Mr.  J08BPB  Clay,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aji4  Means,  to  whom  were  referred,  yesterday,  the 


anyendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  miking  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Govemmeni,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  mide 
a  report  thereon :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  thefim 
of  the  said  amendments. 

Resolvedy  That  this  House  doth  disa^  toill 
other  of  the  said  amendments,  and  desire  t  ccb- 
ference  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-mattct 
thereof;  and  do  appoint  Mr.  Joseph  Cut,  Mr. 
Mosely,  and  Mr.  Roger  Nelson,  mtnagen  u 
the  said  conference,  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  further  approprii- 
tion  towards  completing  the  south  wioff  of  the 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington.  The  bOl 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto*,  wbick 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  imeod- 
ment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time to-dif. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  .sent  from  the  Sentte,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  RosielL" 
The  bill  was  reported  without  ameDdmeot,  and 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee^ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriitioos  foe 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties.  Tlte 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  oa  Mon- 
day next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriatioos  fct 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  liie  Uniw 
Statesand  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians.  Thehfl 
was  reported  with  several  amendments  tberetti; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bf 
the  House.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  oi 
Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  clai^  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  Stateof  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  mtadmeots 
thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  nu,  m« 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bUl,  with  tke  m^ 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  tuse  oa 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  P^^^^^ 
wards  completing  the  south  wing  of  the  01^ 
at  the  City  of  Waahington,  was  read  tke  iW« 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  « 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  ce^ 
tain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  xe^ 
ritory.  . 

The  bill  suspends  the  sale  of  lands  on  wliicli«- 
stalments  are  due,  until  the  first  of  October  neij 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  extend  the  timetia 
February  the  first,  was  lost,  . . 

/The  Cfommittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bdl  wj 
out  amendment,  which  was  reada  third  time  aw 
passed — yeas  66. 
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COURTS  OP  RECORD. 

A  bill  DrescribiDg  the  effect  in  each  State,  of 
le  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
f  records  of  every  other  State,  was  read  the  third 
me. 

Messrs.  Kellt  and  Rhea  of  Tennessee  opposed 
:s  passa|Te ;  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
ill  passed — yeas  67,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

ITkas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Lnderson,  Joteph  Barker,  Barwell  Bassett,  Barnabas 
lidwell,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
ohn  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clan, 
ohn  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
ohn  Davenport,  iun.,  John  Dawson,  EHas  Earle,  Peter 
SmilY,  James  BUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WSlHam  Ely,  Wilfiam 
P^jQey,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Petenon 
jk>odwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings, 
Dsvid  Hough,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patnck  Magrnder, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
rhomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gur^ 
Ion  8.  Mumibrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy 
E^tkin,  iuB.,  John  Pngh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob 
Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
I  ohn  Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
ney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Tliompeon,  Thomas  W. 
rhompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — George  M.  Bedbger,  Silas' Betton,  Matthew 
Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Andrew  Gregg,  James  Kelly,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
John  Smille,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
SLnd  Alexander  Wilson. 

PROTECTION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  further  safeguard  of 
merchant  Teasels  in  the  ricinity  of  the  United 
States.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  was  read  as 
foUows: 

Be  it  enaetedy  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rapre' 
denuaivei  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con* 
gresa  aseembled.  That  it  shall  be  lawfhl  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it 
expedient,  to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  hostilities  against 
merchant  vessels  in  any  of  the  roads,  or  places  of  an- 
cborsge,  near  the  ports  and  harbora  of  die  United  Stales, 
and  also  in  any  of  the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal 
headlands  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States;  andtore- 
qaiie  all  foreign  armed  ships,  or  vessels  of  whatever  de- 
scription, to  abstain  from  seizing,  annoying,  or  molest- 
ing, any  merchant  vessels,  wittiin  any  of  the  spaces 
and  precincts  aforesaid. 

Mr.  CaowMiN8Hi£LD  mofed  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  extending  the  contemplated  protection  to 
*^ American  citizens  or  other  persona.'' 

Mr.  Dara  considered  the  amendment  aaperfln* 
oas,  as  the  secticm  proYided  against  molesting  mer- 
chant ressels;  be  was  /)f  opinion  that  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  would  he  a  molestation. 

Mr.  CaowNiHSHiBLD  held  a  different  opinion  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  section-^which  only  pro- 
Tided  against  molesting  merchant  Teaaela. 


Mr.  Ely  expressed  himself  of  the  same  opinion 
with  Mr.  Dana. 

After  some  further  cooTersation,  Mr.  Crown in- 
8BIELO  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  submitted 
it  under  a  new  modification ;  in  which  shape  it 
was  disagreed  to,  under  the  idea  that  it  was  su- 
perfluous. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokson,  the  section  was  so 
amended,  as  to  apply  the  provision  to  all  vessels 
whatever. 

After  some  other  amendments,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  aa  amended  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  ordered  tea  third  reading  on  Monday. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ?MiTH  moved  to  recommit  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  provision  for  completing 
the  marine  barraclu  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
the  amount  of  expense  attending  which,  he  un- 
derstood, had  been  already  partly  expended. 

Mr.  CoNRAO  hoped  the  oill  would  not  be  re- 
committed, 8US  he  believed  the  provision  unneces- 
sary, and  as  it  had  been  struck  out  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said^  he  presumed  if  the  ex- 
pense had  been  already  incurred,  the  Hbuse  would 
not  .object  to  providing  for  it. 

Mr.  dciNCT  said,  he  bad  received  like  informa- 
tion. He  had  not  conversed  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  had  with  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  had  found  them  all  of  opinion  that 
this  item  ought  to  be  restored.  He  understood 
that  a  part  of  the  sum  had  been  already  expended. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  having  ob- 
tained— yeas  54 — the  House  went  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  CiJLY  observed,  that  since  the  Houae  had 
agreed  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  completing 
the  barracks,  he  had  understood  that  more  money 
had  been  applied  to  this  purpose  than  had  been 
appropriated^  and  that  it  had  been  drawn  from 
the  private  funds  of  one  of  the  officers,  ander  an 
understanding  with  the  Head  of  the  Department. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  restore  the  item  *'far 
completing  tne  marine  barracks  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  should  not  make 
any  objection  to  this  motion.  He  would  only 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  regard  they 
had  heretofore  manifested  to  specific  appropria- 
tions, under  the  hope  that  somethinff  would  be 
done  to  circumscribe  contingencies.  Be  believed 
that  this  particular  sum  had  been  expended  much 
to  the  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Leib  said,  he  was  not  very  fond  of  making 
appropriations  in  this  way— for  particular  officers 
to  run  into  unauthorized  expenditures,  and  then 
to  call  on  Cooffress  to  make  good  the  deficiency. 
Is  this  a  provision  for  completing  the  honse  for 
the  commandant  1  Is  that  the  marine  barracks  ? 
If  not,  then  under  what  appropriation  is  it  made? 
Is  it  under  that  of  contingencies?  Look  at  the 
bmUdings  at  the  navy  yard  $  is  all  thia  expense  ia- 
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cnrred  oat  of  the  cootiDgent  fund?  If  it  is  DOt, 
it  is  not  authorized  hy  law.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did 
not  know  that  he  should  make  any  objection  to 
this  item;  but  he  thought  it  full  time  to  check 
this  loose  mode  of  procedure. 

Mr.  R.  Nblson  said,  he  did  not  understand  the 
force  of  the  reasoning  of  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  PetmsyUania.  Both  had 
made  a  great  show  of  liberality*  by  sayinj^  they 
would  not  oppose  this  particular  appropriation. 
at  the  same  that  they  condemned  the  eonrse  or 
proceeding,  and  represented  the  country  a»  cry- 
ing aloud  at  this  kind  of  ex)[)enditure,  before  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  cover  it.  He  believed, 
boweyer,  that  it  was  almost  next  to  impossible 
that  the  money  should  be  misapplied.  The  esti- 
mates were  made^  the  money  appropriated ;  and 
when,  in  the  application  of  it,  eitner  nrom  the  nse 
of  materials,  or  other  unexpected  circumstances, 
thejr  found  a  particular  object  unfinished,  was 
it  right  to  suffer  it  to  be  exposed  to  the  weather, 
and  not  done  for  the  want  af  a  few  thousand 
dollars ;  and  like  a  young  spendthrift,  only  half 
build  his  house,  and  let  it  fall  in  ruins  ?  Mr.  N. 
said,  he  should  rather  suppose  the  gentleman  de- 
served credit  for  asking  a  less  sum  than  was  ne- 
cessary, and  trusting  to  the  honor  of  Codgress  to 
supply  any  deficiency  that  might  arise. 

it  had  been  inquirc^l,  if  the  expense  of  this  build- 
ing was  not  paid  out  of  the  contin^etot  Aind  7  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  did  not  know  how  this  was ;  but  he 
did  know  that  a  ^reat  part  of  the  work  had  been 
done  by  the  soldiery ;  and  for  that  be  thought  the 
officer  deserved  the  applause  of  the  House  and 
the  public,  instiead  of  their  censure. 

Mr.  D.  K.  WiLLFAMS  said,  he  had  not  dropt  any 
such  expression  as  bad  been  intimated.  He  had 
Mt  no  censure ;  he  had  expressed  none.  If  he 
had  expressed  any  opinion  of  this  officer,  it  was 
that  this  sum  had  beien  economfieaily  expended. 
He  observed  that  much  noise  bad  oe<en  hereto- 
fore made  about  expenses  incurred  before  an  ap- 
propriation for  them }  and  he  was  much  mista- 
ken if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nbl- 
son) had  not  assisted  in  making  it 

Mr.  DAfTA  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  this  appro- 

Sriation.  But  he  believcfd  the  gentleman  from 
iouth  Carolina  was  correct  in  naying  thtft  much 
noise  had  heretofore  been  made  abcmt  adhering 
to  specific  appropriations.  He  had,  howfever,  never 
had  much  faith  in  this  doctrine.  And  as  to  the 
Navy,  especially,  he  believed  the  thing  was  unat- 
tainable; and  lets  money  wae  required  for  gen- 
eral than  for  specific  appropriations.  He  believ- 
ed, however^  that  there  need  not  be  much  talk  on 
this  appropriation,  when  they  bad  rec«ntly^  made 
an  appropriation  of  two  millions  of  dollars  with*- 
out  any  specification  of  the  object. 

The  question  was  th^n  pot  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  Clay  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  wished  so  to 
modify  that  part  of  the  bill  which  appropriated 
four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  **for  repair  of  vessels,  store  rent, 
p*y  of  armorers,  freight,  and  other  confingent  er- 
P«nBea,>*  as  to  separate  the  items ;  to  giva  the  De- 


partment all  it  asked,  but  fix  a  particular  sum  to 
each  item.  He  held,  he  said,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  in  his  hand,  and  if  he  was  dis- 
pusecl  to  be  ill-natured,  he  could  make  a  handle 
of  it  But  his  opposition  was  to  the  system,  not 
to  the  man ;  for,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  the 
motives  on  wbich  the  gentleman  went  into  office 
were  honorable  to  him.  To  gain  his  object  be 
would  move  to  strike  oOt  this  provision. 

Mr.  CoNftAD  opposed  the  motion,  and  remafteed 
that  the  expenditure  under  one  item  might  bXi 
^hort  of  the  sum  appropriated,  wbich  would  require 
that  the  deficiency  should  be  made  up  from  die 
suri^us  of  another. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  this  amendment  was  warraatel 
by  the  former  usage  of  the  HoiBe,  and  the  nes- 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  At 
the  fii^t  session  of  the  seventh  Congress  the  Pres- 
ident had  observed  that — 

<<  In  our  care,  too,  of  the  pobFic  coritributioaseirti  usted 
to  onr  direction,  it  would  be  prudent  to  maltiply  fauiiers 
against  their  diindpation,  by  appropriating  specific  wamm 
to  every  specifio  purpose  snsceptible  of  dafinitioa ;  by 
disallowing  all  sj^cations  of  money,  varying  trom  t^ 
appropriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it  in  amoimt«by 
reducing  the  undefined  field  of  contingencies,  and  iJkt^ 
by  circamscribing  discretionary  powers  over  money." 

This  opinion  had  been  given  five  years  a^: 
and  they  might  now  infer  that  it  had  been  /bund 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  as  to  the 
military  or  naval  service.  Mr.  D.  said,  be  con- 
sidered the  gentleman  from  Sooth  CaroRna  as 
bringing  up  this  question  directly  before  the  House: 
Will  vou  adhere  to  specific  appropriations,  or  will 
vou  abandon  them  ?  Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  never 
been  m  favor  of  them  in  relation  to  the  Navy  oi 
Army. 

Mr.  R.  rf  BLSON  ^id  that,  like  the  gendeMfea 
from  South  Carolina,  he  had  been  very  earlf  ia  , 
favor  of  specific  appropriations.  The  messafs 
which  had  been  read,  was  founded  in  good  senses, 
and  met  his  approbation ;  but  it  had  never  beeft 
intend^  to  apply  the  recommendations  it  con- 
tained to  such  a  case  as  this ;  and  it  was  totdiy 
impossible  to  make  the  navy  efficient  if  fuet  a 
spasification  were  to  be  made.  Did  the  gentle- 
man know  how  the  accounts  of  the  public  vesseb 
at  a  distonce  were  kept  ?  He  had  gained  some 
information  on  this  point  from  navy  men.  The 
vessels  in  the  Meditertaaean  were  exposed  to  va- 
rious exposes.  The  captain  drew  m  btU  on  iIm 
navy  agent  in  London,  or  at  some  other  pibee. 
This  wiis  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  wte 
did  not  know  for  what  the  amount  had  beeia  ex- 

gmded,  till  the  vessel  returned  to  the  United 
tates,  when  the  account  was  setded.  So  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them,  sitting  here  in  Wash- 
ington, to  tell  for  what  the  amounts  of  tbeee  biHs 
had  been  expended.  If  they  appropriated  spedfi* 
cally  for  every  object  of  expenditure^  the  over 
sum  for  each  object  must  lie,  although  wanieA 
for  another  object,  for  which  a  snfficient  sum  bad 
not  been  appropriated.  Thus  much,  reqnired  le 
be  done,  must  remain  undone;  for,  ahbongh 
money  enough  might  have  been  appropriated,  it 
could  not  be  got  at  for  the^f^nfiioee  for  wbioli  H 
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wanted.  This  result  would  be  inevitable. 
Besides,  in  military  affairs,  it  was  impossible  to 
calculate  with  precision.  Ten  thousand  things 
might  arise  which  could  not  be  anticipated  by 
any  humai^  wisdom.  It  followed  that,  although 
an  adherence  to  specific  appropriations  was  highly 
desirable  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable,  as 
io  meeting  civil  expenses,  jei  that,  for  military 
purposes,  tney  must  necessarily  go  on  in  the  old 
way. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  D.  K.  Williams,  which  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  32,  nays  51 — when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
repNDrted  the  bill,  which  was  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

[The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  alluded  to  in  the  above.] 

Natt  DaPAmTMBirr,  April  11,  1806. 

8im :  In  compiiattoe  with  the  resohition  of  tlM  House 
of  S«preMntattvcs,  I  herewith  trmnniiit  to  yea,  to  be  laid 
before  them,  paper  A,  wfaiehspedfiea  the  aeveral  sums  of 
money,  Tetpectively,  wanted  for  repairs  of  vesaaLi,  for 
store  rent,  for  pay  of  armoreiB,  for  freight,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenaes  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1806. 

The  estimate  for  repairs,  as  well  as  for  the  other 
items  in  this  statement,  is  obviously  altogether  conjec- 
laraL  Universal  experience  has  ascertained  that  prao- 
fical  men,  however  conversant  in  naval  architecture, 
can  form  no  precise  opinion  from  any  previous  survey 
of  a  ship  requiring  repair  of  consequence,  as  to  ^e  ex- 
tent and  coat  of  such  repair.  The  sum  stated  as  ne- 
ecBsaiy  may  not,  and  I  nope  will  not,  be  wanted.  In 
each  case,  it  of  course  will  not  be  expended.  But  I 
liave  deemed  it  expedient  to  estimate  for  ^e  largest 
sum  that  I  have  reason  to  apprehend,  in  any  state  of 
ttiiaga,  may  be  required.  Thkl have  done  as  ia  meas- 
VM  of  preoantion,  and  under  an  impreasioB  that,  at  all 
tfmaa,  and  eapedally  at  a  eriais  like  the  preeent,  all  the 
fiEigatos  and  other  veaaalaof  the  Navy  ought  to  be  oem- 
plitetj  prepared  for  aervioe  at  any  moment  Qovem* 
lent  may  have  occasien  for  them. 

I  am,  faspeetftdly,  air,  yonr  obedient  aervant, 

BOBERT  8MITH. 

Host.  NATSAniaL  Macoh. 


^  of  the  9wm  neeu^mrf  io  be  efpropriatei  Jbr 
rtpair9  ofvemeUt  etort  rents  ouy  of  mmeteren  freight, 
emd  egmUngent  es^emeee  of  tne  Nmy^fbr  the  year 
1806,  prqpiated  in  obedience  to  the  reeAttion  of  the 
Mouse  oflUpreeentatioee  of  the  l(Hh  Jprii,  1806.- 
For  repain  ofvamato    This  item  oompriaea  the  ex- 
pense of  procuring  the  neceasary  timber,  masta,  yarda, 
ooppor,  iron,  anehoas,  eaUea,  standing  and  running 
rigging,  oanvasa,  Ac ,  the  making  and  repairing  the  ne- 
etiwjsij  boata  of  a  ahip»  water  caaks,  dbc,  and  the  pro- 
friaairiBal  and  manual  labor,  required  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
repairing,  and  keeping  in  repair,  aU  the  vaaaela  of  what- 
ever deacriptiony  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 

Stalea 303,300 

For  atore  rent,  in  the  Mediterranean^the  Uni- 
ted Statca,  and  elsewhere^        ...       3,600 
For  paj  of  armorers    ...        -        -  650 

For  might — ^This  item  comprises  the  expense 
of  transporting,  in  the  United  States,  and 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Mediterrane- 
mtkf  timber,  masts,  yards,  plank,  cordage. 


canvmm,  powder,  ball,  beef,  pork,  flour,  bread, 
spirits,  molasses,  peas,  suet,  butter,  and  ev- 
eiy  other  description  of  articles  required, 
either  for  the  repairs  of  vessels,  or  the  main- 
tenance of  the  crews  of  vessels  ...  60,000 
For  contingent  expenses — This  item  com- 
prises commissions  to  agents  in  foreign 
countries  and  the  United  States,  officers' 
travelling  expenses,  the  expense  of  nauti- 
cal instruments,  chests,  books,  models,  draw- 
ings, signals,  lanterns,  lamps,  oil,  fuel,  can- 
dles, hammocks,  trumpets,  glass,  cisterns, 
cans,  mess  kids,  buckets,  axes,  gridirons, 
tea  krttles,  shovels,  tongs,  charcoal,  sulphur, 
saltpetre,  fire  engines,  bread  bags,  and  an 
infinite  variety  of  other  such  artidea  -        -     46,000 

^13.460 


MoicDAT,  April  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Indiana  Terrii ory  and  State  of  Ohio  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  enf|p^)ssed  biU  making  aiypropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  eighth  instant,  fiziuff  a  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress^ 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  ha  ve  agreed 
to  the  conference  desired  by  this  House  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part* 
The  Senate  have  passed  the  bill^  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  with  an  amendment  |  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution 
fitin;?  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  the  said  amendment 
being  to  strike  out  the  words  "Wednesday,  the 
sixteenth,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  words 
Monday,  the  twenty-first,"  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  commonicsftinf  information  in 
relation  to  our  affairs  with  Tunis.  The  Message 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Menas. 

PROTECTION  OP  MERCHANT  VE88EL8. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  further  safe* 
fiuard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  87,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Tbas— WUUs  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bar 
ker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomaa  Blunt,  Robeit  Brown,  Levi  Casey 
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John  Chandler,  John  Claihorne,  Chriftopher  Claik, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Rich- 
ard Catts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Da- 
Tenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  James  Elliot, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jdm 
Hamilton,  8e&  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Jos.  Lewis, 
jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion, 
Joinah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Jolm  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rus- 
fell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
land, Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  6.  Vamum, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehUl,  Robert  WhitehiU, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Peter  Early,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Abram  Trigg,  and  David  R. 
WilUiams. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  was  about  to  call  ^e 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  which  he 
should  not  have  probabljr  brought  into  view,  but 
for  the  change  wrought  in  the  state  of  the  reve- 
nue, in  consequence  of  the  peace  with  Tripoli. 
Amonff  the  different  articles  from  which  moneys 
were  drawn,  there  was  none  so  heavily  burdened 
as  salt }  and  it  would  be  recollected  that  it  was  one 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  an  article,  the  free 
use  and  consumption  or  which  was  of  material 
importance  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country.  Two 
acts  had  been  passed  laying  a  duty  on  this  article. 
It  was  no  new  thing  to  wish — it  was,  indeed,  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  diminish,  if  not  to  take  off 
this  duty,  and  for  that  purpose,  he  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Reaoktd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  any  act  as  lays  a  duty  on  salt ;  and  to 
report  such  provision  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  cal- 
culated to  meet  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  that  repeal 

Mr.  Thomas  said  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  J.  Randolph)  who  has  made  the  motion, 
was  and  still  is  Chairman,  were  instructed  by  this 
House  in  the  early  part  of  last  session,  on  a  motion 
which  he  had  the  honor  then  to  submit,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  dutj  on  salt, 
and,  if  he  recollected  riyht,  they  were  directed  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise;  but,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  to  him  unknown,  that  committee  had 
never  yet  made  any  report  on  that  subject  Cour- 
tesy might  induce  him  to  impute  this  neglect  to 
the  multiplicity  of  business  put  into  the  luinds  of 
the  members  of  that  committee. 

He,  Mr.  T^  always  considered  the  duty  on  this 
article  too  high,  and  falling  particularly  heavy 


on  the  agricultural  part  of  the  community.  It 
was  now,  and  always  had  been  his  wish,  to  i^ace 
it  as  soon  as  our  revenue  would  permit,  if  consis- 
tent with  the  provisions  made  for  paying  off  our 
national  debt,  and  meeting  the  other  exifencies  of 
Government.  For  his  part,  he  was  at  a  Toss,  how- 
ever, to  discover  that  the  present  situation  of  our 
revenue,  and  the  calls  on  Government  for  expend- 
iture, together  with  the  present  aspect  of  oar  for- 
eign  relations,  warranted  this  measure  more  aow 
than  last  year.  It  was  true  that  the  war  with  the 
Barbary  rowers  up  the  Mediterranean  had  ceased, 
but  it  was  also  true,  that  the  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  additional  duty  on  ffoods  paying  ad  valorem 
duties  has  likewise  ceased  with  the  peace  conded- 
ed  with  TripolL  This  duty  was  laid  for  the  sop- 
port  of,  and  was  more  than  adequate  to  the  expoist 
of  that  war. 

He  repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  reducing 
the  duty  on  salt  whenever  we  could  part  with  so 
much  of  our  revenue.  He  regretted,  however, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ram- 
dolpb)  had  not  brought  this  subject  up  at  an  cmr- 
Her  period  of  the  session,  when  it  might  have 
been  in  our  power  to  have  examined  into  it,  and, 
if  found  practicable,  to  have  reduced  the  doty. 
But,  as  the  gentleman  is  himself  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  and  has  it  in  his  power  to  act  oa 
it  immediately,  if  he  pleases,  he  hoped  befMr. 
Randolph)  would  obey  the  instructions  oi  the 
House  when  predicated  on  his  own  motion — al- 
though he  did  not.  when  instructed  hy  a  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  nim,  Mr.  T. ;  and,  therefore,  he 
would  vote  for  the  resolution,  with  an  expectation 
that  we  shall  now,  at  least,  have  a  report  on  the 
subject 

Mr«  J.  Randolph  said  he  had  but  two  or  three 
words  to  ofier  on  the  subject  of  the  motion,  aid 
to  have  been  offered  during  the  last  year,  on  this 
point.  He  had  a  distinct  recollection  of  sock  a 
motion  having  been  offered,  and  he  abo  recoUed- 
ed  that  he  had  told  the  mover  of  it  that  It  was 
not  then  possible  to  take  off  the  duty  npoa  salt, 
inasmuch  as  they  had,  only  the  session  preeeding^ 
been  compelled  to  raise  additional  revenue  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Tripolitan  war.  He 
did  not  recollect  whether  the  resolutioo  had  baea 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  But,  it  wonld  be  recol- 
lected, that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  tjeiekia, 
the  most  active  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  almost  excloaively  enga^ 
ed  in  conducting  an  impeachment  pendinug  hdon 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  If  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  Uled  in  thw 
duty  to  make  a  report,  the  House  woald  peieove 
that  it  was  on  one  of  thoae  trivial  motions  which 
had  been  made  under  circumstances  that  did  net 
entitle  it  to  respect ;  for,  when  it  was  considered 
that  they  had  recently  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
new  taxes  for  carrying  on  an  existing  war,  it  couU 
not  have  been  expected  that  they  were  in  a  situa- 
tion to  dispense  with  old  ones.  The  reason  why 
this  resolution  had  not  been  brought  forward  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  Mr.  R.  said,  was 
most  obvious.  He  had  not  heard  of  the  conclu- 
sion of  peace  with  Tripoli  till  Saturday,  and  this 
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was,  therefore,  the  earliest  occasion  that  offered 

for  making  it. 
Mr.  Chandler  said  he  hoped  the  motioo  would 

prevail.  He  had  himself  contemplated  making  a 
similar  motion. 
Mr.  Smilie  likewise  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  Alston  said  he  heartily  concurred  in  the 
propriety  of  taking  off  the  duty  on  salt ;  hut  he 
tboaght  the  House  ought  preriously  to  know  what 
eqairalent  could  be  brought  forward.  This  sub- 
Ktt  had  been  thought  of  before  this  proposition 
had  been  submittedT  and  the  continuation  of  the 
^ty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  had  been  con- 
sidered an  ad  risable  substitute.  But,  he  had  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  the  direction  proposed  to  be 
^f^D  to  this  business.  He  tfaou£^ht  this  resolu- 
tion, together  with  that  offered  by  a  c^entleman 
from  Massac  husetts,  should  go  hand  in  hand  with 
each  other;  whether  they  went  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  i^as  immaterial  to  him.  That  if  one 
of  these  sources  of  revenue  was  giren  up,  the 
other  should  be,  at  the  same  time,  substituted  in 
room  of  it.  He  said  he  did  not  know  in  what 
situation  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was,  which  he  would  wish  to 
know  before  he  voted  on  this  resolution. 

A  Member  observed  that  the  House  had  never 
agreed  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia appeared  to  have  forgotten  that  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  wnich  he  was  Chairman  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty  on 
salt,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  session,  he  wished 
the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  the  Journal.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  passed  about  the  first  day  of 
l>ecembeT. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  certainly  did  not  deny 
the  existence  of  such  a  resolution.  He  had  only 
observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  having  received 
it  from  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  tbe  resolution  offered  last  ses- 
lion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  on  the  7tb  of  December, 
1804,  which  was  such  as  he  had  stated^  and  which 
appeared  to  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  that  the  resolution 
should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which,  after  a  few  worda  in  opposition  by  Mr. 
LsiB,  was  disagreed  to — yeas  22;  when  the  origi- 
nal motion  obtained  without  a  division. 

CHICKASAW  mBIANa 

The  bill  makina  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  tbe  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indiana  was  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  Lton  declared  himself  agminit  this  bill,  on 
account  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  third 
section,  and  moved  a  recommitment  of  the  bill  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose,  which  was  dis- 
agreed to-^yeas  28. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  QuiNGT  objected  to  the  provisions  of  the 
third  section ;  whien  are  as  follows: 

•*8bo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
9th  Con.— 33 


person  shall  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  on 
any  of  the  lands  thus  ceded  by  the  Cherokees  and 
Chickasaws,  and  lying  within  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry ;  or  shall,  unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  Surveyor 
of  the  Public  Lands  south  of  Tennessee,  survey,  or  at- 
tempt to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate  boundaries,  by 
marking  trees,  or  otherwise,  such  offender  shall,  on 
conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  same,  forfeit 

a  sum  not  less  than  $        ■,  nor  exceeding  $ ,  and 

suflfer  imprisonment   for  a  term  not  less  than  -^ 

months,  nor  exceeding years.    And  it  shall,  moi«- 

over,  be  lawfbl  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  required  to  employ  such  military  force 
as  he  may  judge  neoessaiy,  to  remove  from  the  said 
lands  ainr  person  who  shall  make,  or  attempt  to  make, 
any  settlement  as  aforesaid :  Promded,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  affect  persons  making  settle- 
ments on  lands  purchased  from  the  United  States  in 
conformity  with  the  preceding  section  of  this  act." 
Whereupon,  a  short  debate' ensued,  in  which 


Messrs.  CIuinct  and  Lton 


and  Messrs. 


J.  Randolph,  J.  Clat,  and  Qrjbog,  supported  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  former  gentlemen  opposed  it  on  account 
of  the  preceding  provisions,  which  they  consid- 
ered as  calculate,  by  authorizing  the  use  of  mil^ 
itary  force,  to  prevent  the  leffaf  adinstment,  by 
Judicial  decision,  of  claims  under  individuals  pre- 
tending to  have  good  titles  to  a  part  of  the  country. 

The  latter  nfentlemen  contended  that  the  powet 

given  to  the  President  was  not  only  just  in  itself, 
ut  absolutely  necessary;  to  prevent  an  intrusion  on 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  by  a  particular  de- 
scription of  the  Yazoo  claimants,  who  were  repre- 
sented as  having  formed  the  purpose  of  estabhsh- 
inp;  an  extensive  settlement  on  them,  and  thus  cre- 
ating a  force  which  would  keep  possession  of  the 
country  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill — yeas  68,  nays  33,  as 
follows : 

TsAS — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Baasett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  William^pSutler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Jchn 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Esra  Daxby,Jbhn  Dawson, 
Elias  Earie,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  Fide,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Charles  Goldslwrough,  Peterson  Goodwvn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Suae 
Halsey,John  HamQton,  David  Hohnee,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, John  Lambert,  MichaelLeib,  Joseph  Lewis,  nr.,  Pat- 
rick Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere> 
nriah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumlord, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thoous  Newton,  junior,  John  Pogh, 
John  Rando^h,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyhania,  Jacob 
Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  fiJandford,  Jamee 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Philq>  R.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  WhitehiU, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wmston. 

Nats— Joseph  Barker,  John  Chandler,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  James  Elfiot,  Caleb  EIUs,  Ebtneier  Efaner 
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WUHam  Ely,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Seth 
Hastings,  Pa^id  Hough,  Bfatthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  RusseU,  Martin  6. 
Schuneman,  Joseph  Sitanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Tallm^dge,  Sieimuel  Tenney,  David  Tnomas,  Tho- 
mas W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
jMlaer,  Joseph  B.  Vanumi,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and 
Nathan  WUliams. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  sapplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^^An  act  making  prorision  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  whole  public  debt  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Varnum  considered  the  objects  contempla- 
ted by  this  bill  too  important,  and  the  subject  too 
abstruse,  to  be  likely,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
aioD,  to  command  that  attention  they  merited;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise, 
with  a  Tiew  to  postponing  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  next  session. 

Messrs.  Tallmadob  and  CIdinct  supported,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Clat  and  J.  Randolph  opposed  this 
motion,  which  was  disaffreed  to — yeas  32,  nays  42 ; 
when  tne  bill  was  considered  by  sections,  and  some 
proffress  made  in  it,  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
bad  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuBSDAY,  AjHril  15. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  Stotes:"  Whereupon, 

Betolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
Wend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial Courts,**  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  reffuJation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 

Surposes;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
liis  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menu  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  CourU:  Whereufibn, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entiUed  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendmento  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
othe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
or  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one 


thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  six,"  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  arranffcmem 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  conference 
touchin|f  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  malting  appropriations  Cor 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  t^oa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  six^"  they  recede  from 
their  fourth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  tenth,  and 
twelfth,  and  insist  on  their  fifth,  ninth,  eleventh, 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  amendments 
to  the  said  bilL 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mct- 
saffe:  Whereupon, 

ReMolved,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  ^eir 
disagreement  to  the  amendmenu  insisted  on  W 
the  Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendment  mm 
modification  of  all  the  other  amendments  pfoposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presideat  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  treaty  conckided 
with  the  Piankeshaw  Ihdians,  for  extinguiahing 
their  claim  to  the  country  between  theWabw 
and  EUaskaskia  cessions. 

The  Messa^  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
treaty  transmitted  therewith,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  fi^m  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensauoa 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  hill  wai 
reported  with  several  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  tn^thv 
with  the  bill,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  KAiinoLPH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  repealing  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  mice, 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  protcv^t  the  oomaaerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  theBar- 
bary  Powers  ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  coo^ 
mitted  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  whole  Hoaae  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the/otfoir- 
ing  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory ; 
wliich  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

TasAsirmr  T}%9A.wnmT,  AprUXh^  1806. 

Sra:  In  answer  to  the  request  contained  in  tfas 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  MspM^foily  to  state,  that  ''no 
implication  has  been  made  to  draw  montjr  fioai  the 
Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  Fkiridas  befoce  an  ap- 
propriation made  by  law  for  that  purpose." 

The  circumstances  which  may  have  produced  sa 
impression  that  such  an  application  had  been  atsHk, 
being  unconneeled  with  any  matter  pertaining  to  thi 
duties  of  the  ofihse  of  Secretaiy  of  the  Trearary,  an 
not  presumed  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  iafoii 
tion  leceiTed  from  this  Department  by  the  Hooaei. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  «r,  y^m 
obedient  senrant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  the  SyxAKn  af  the  Bovm  o/ 
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DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
!ie  Whole  on  the  bill  *'for  fortifying  the  ports 
nd  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  building 
OD  boats." 

17he  first  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sxc.  !•  That  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  $150,- 
00,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated, 
lall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  enable 
tie  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  ports 
nd  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be  better  fi>rttfied 
nd  protected. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiABis  mored  to  strike  oat  the 
rst  section  of  the  bill. 

^Mr.  McCreert. — Mr.  Chairman:  I  shall  not 
»Dly  TOte  against  striking  out  the  first  section  of 
his  bill,  but  mean  to  renew  the  motion  made  in 
IJommittee  of  the  Whole  by  the  gentleman  from 
7'irginia,  (Mr.  Dawson,)  to  appropriate  ^00,000 
or  the  building  of  three  frig[ates. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  present 
msettled  state  of  Burope,  the  great  and  growing 
mportance  of  our  commerce,  and  the  defenceless 
tate  it  is  in.  can  any  man  think  of  lessening  the 
rerir  small  protection  afforded  to  it  hi  the  nation? 
^ill  our  constituents  not  be  shockeci  at  the  small 
itceDCion  that  is  paid  to  sucban  immense  property? 
Sir,  the  stake  is  too  great  to  be  trifled  with.  Ac- 
tording  to  the  report  laid  on  your  table  a  few  days 
igo  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  exports 
imounted  to  upwards  of  ninety-five  millions  of 
lollars  for  the  la^t  year,  but  as  they  commonly 
txceed  our  exports,  both  together  must  amount  to 
learly  two  hundred  millions,  to  which  I  add,  for 
»ne  million  tons  of  shipping,  fifty  millions,  which 
pres  an  active  property  of  near  two  hundred  nnd 
ifty  millions  of  dollars  belonsinff  to  our  fellow- 
litizeos;  the  greater  part  of  which  is  almost  con- 
tantly  exposed  to  depredations. 

Now,  sir,  according  to  an  estimation  which  I 
lave  made  6f  fifteen  per  cent,  eain  on  our  imports 
ind  exports,  and  of  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  carried 
mnosdly  by  our  shipping,  it  appears  that  our  mer- 
:hant5  nave  brought  more  wealth  into  the  nation 
ast  year,  than  aU  oor  native  produce'  and  man- 
ifactu res.  which  were  exported  the  same  year, 
imountea  to.  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  good  sense 
md  candor  of  this  House,  whether  it  is  consistent 
with  the  duty  we  owe  our  constituents  to  abandon 
ruch  an  interest. 

When  this  subject  of  our  carrying  trade,  as  it  is 
railed,  was  lately  before  the  House,  some  gentle- 
onen  nve  it  credit  for  about  $800,000,  which 
irose  from  the  system  of  debentures.  The  same 
tern  in  the  last  report  is,  I  believe,  stated  at  one 
nillion  and  a  half.  But  this,  sir,  in  comparison 
o  the  other  immense  advantages  of  our  trade.  I 
consider  as  mere  drippings  in  the  pan ;  and  1  only 
nention  it  nowin  order  to  show  to  the  House  the 
nanner  in  which  it  arises,  because  it  will  be  a 
:omplete  refutation  of  all  those  little  insinuations 
ind  gross  charges  lately  uttered  on  this  floor 
igainst  that  part  of  the  community. 

Agreeablvto  the  system  of  drawback,  all  goods 
mported,  which  pay  a  duty,  are  entitled  to  deben- 


ture on  being  re-exported,  provided  they  remain 
in  the  same  package,  and  are  not  altered.  There- 
fore, if  a  merchant  on  examining  his  goods,  which 
he  commonly  does,  is  tempted  to  dispose  of  a  piece 
of  linen,  a  pair  of  gloves,  or  a  piece  of  ribbon,  he 
loses  the  drawback  on  tne  entire  package;  and^ 
therefore,  because  he  will  not  take  a  fa&e  oatb| 
the  nation  ^ins  these  sums  of  money. 

I  know,  sir,  that  custom-house  oaths  are  prover- 
bial in  Europe;  but  they  are  not  so  here  yet;  and 
I  think  it  will  depend  on  this  House  that  ihtj 
never  shall. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  great  extent  of  oa|r 
trade,  we  have  the  means  of  extending  it  much 
further  from  our  increased  circulating  medium ; 
and  this  will  certainly  take  place  should  Europe 
remain  in  its  present  situation.  It,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  wisdom  in  this  House  to  afford 
to  our  commerce  the  necessary  protection  it  re- 
quires. So  much  wealth  pouring  in  will  soon 
tower  the  interest  of  money.  Banks  are  multi- 
plying, but  their  dividends  are  lessening  so  fast, 
that  tnese  riches  must  soon  be  applied  to  agricul- 
ture and  to  manufactures. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  20. 

Mr,  Masters  moved  a  new  section,  appropri- 
ating a  sum  not  exceeding  — —  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
port  and  harbor  of  New  York  to  be  better  fortified 
and  protected. 

Mr.  Smilie  opposed  the  motion,  under  the  im* 
pression  that  no  sum  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  would  accomplish  this  object. 

Various  nootions  were  made  to  incorporate  in 
the  section  a  provision  for  fortifying  the  several 
ports  of  Charleston,  Norfolk,  New  Orleans,  Balti- 
more, and  Georgetown. 

Mr.  duiNCT. — Mr.  Chairman^  gentlemen  seem 
disposed  to  treat  this  subject  hgntly,  and  to  in- 
dulge themselves  in  pleasantries  on  a  question 
very  serious  to  the  commercial  cities  and  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  inhabit  them.  It  may  be 
sport  to  you,  geptlemen,  but  it  is  death  to  us. 
However  well  disposed  a  majority  of  this  House 
may  be  to  treat  this  bill  ludicrously,  it  will  fill 
great  and  influential  portions  of  this  nation  with 
very  different  sentiments.  Men  who  have  all  that 
human  nature  holds  dear — friends,  fortunes,  and 
families — concentrated  in  one  single  spot  on  the 
seacoast,  and  that  spot  exposed  every  moment  to 
be  plundered  and  desolated,  will  not  highly  relish 
or  prize  at  an  extreme  value  the  wit  or  the  levity 
with  which  this  House  seems  inclined  to  treat 
the  dangers^hich  threaten  them;  and  which  are 
sources  to  them  of  great  and  just  apptehensions. 
1  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman  merely  to  support  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
It  is  not  the  fortification  of  this  or  that  particular 
city  which  I  mean  to  advocate.  I  should  have 
preferred  a  general  appropriation,  leaving  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  to  apply  it  to  those 
ports  and  harbors  which  are  either  most  exposed 
or  most  important.  And  if  by  anything  that  shall 
occur  in  the  course  of  the  dii^cussion,  the  House 
shall  be  induced  to  change  what  at  jpcesent  seem 
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to  be  its  disposition,  I  hope  the  augmented  appro- 
priation will  be  made  in  that  form.  It  is  to  the 
general  duty  which  is  incumbent  upon  this  Le- 
gislature to  protect  the  commercial  cities,  that  I 
would  call  its  attention.  This  duty  is  so  plain 
mnd  imperious,  that,  in  my  opinion,  an  awful 
weight  of  responsibility  rests  upon  this  House. 
Every  class  and  collection  of  citizens  have  a  right 
to  claim  from  Government  that  species  of  protec- 
tion which  their  situation  requires,  in  proportion 
to  their  exposure,  and  to  the  greatness  of  the  stake 
which  society  has  in  their  safety.  Our  obligation 
to  protect  the  commercial  eities  does  not  result 
from  the  particular  exigency  which  at  present 
impends  over  our  nation  j  but  from  the  nature  of 
those  cities.  The  duty  is  permanent,  and  ou£ht 
to  be  fulfilled  by  a  permanent  system.  A  regular 
course  of  annual  appropriations  may  in  a  very 
few  years  put  all  our  capital  cities  m  a  state  of 
reasonable  security,  and  at  no  very  distant  period 
of  time,  without  any  additional  imposition  on  the 

Seople,  give  every  city  on  our  coast  an  adequate 
efence.  It  is  in  this  light  that  I  consider  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  to  be  import- 
ant. Not  that  anv  sum  which  may  be  inserted 
will  be  immediately  sufficient  for  all  the  objects 
for  which  we  have  to  provide.  But  that  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  appropriation  will  be  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  of  the  disposition  of  this  House  to 
commence  a  system  ol  defence  for  our  cities. 
Any  evidence  of  which  will  give  just  satisfaction 
to  great  masses  of  your  citizens^  as  an  appearance 
of  a  want  of  it,  will  fill  them  with  no  less  discon- 
tent and  dismay.  In  this  point  of  view  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  importance  of  fortifications,  their 
utility,  and  practicability. 

As  to  the  importance  of  the  objects  for  which 
we  ask  a  defence,  it  seems  to  me  either  not  under- 
stood or  not  realized.  Almost  all  who  have  spoken 
upon  the  subject  have  dwelt  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, on  the  amount  of  revenue  drawn  from  the 
commercial  cities ;  as  if  their  value  were  to  be 
appreciated,  or  our  duty  to  defend  them  measured, 
'by  the  annual  product  they  yield.  This,  it  is  true, 
makes  a  natural  part  of  the  estimate  of  their  worth, 
but,  as  I  apprehend,  by  no  means  the  most  impor- 
tant. Their  situation^  the  number  of  their  inhabi- 
tants, the  great  portion  of  the  active  and  fixed 
capital  of  society  which  they  contain,  are,  in  a 
national  view,  standards  much  more  just  and  more 
elevated  by  which  to  ascertain  their  value  and  our 
oblijgrations.  I  ask,  sir,  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
capital  of  this  nation  which  is  invested  in  the  sin- 
gle city  of  New  York?  The  annual  product  it 
Yields  to  our  revenue  is  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Now  suppose  the  average  of  import  duties  is  only 
ten  per  cent.,  ad  valorem^  (a  sum  certainly  below 
the  real  average,)  the  annual  amount  of  capital 
deposited  in  imports,  is,  then,  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  The  amount  of  value  in  exports  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  twentv  millions.  If  to 
these  be  added  the  capital  of  its  banks,  the  amount 
of  stock  always  on  hand,  and  that  of  its  shipping 
and  other  personal  property^  all  of  which  no  one 
can  rate  below  another  fifty  millions,  the  result  is, 


that  there  is  in  annual  deposit,  within  the  ciiy  of 
New  York  alone,  one  hundred  millions  of  the  ac- 
tive capital  of  this  nation !  I  know  how  Car  this 
is  below  the  real  estimate,  but  I  state  this  sm 
that  no  one  may  hesitate  to  admit  my  positioa. 
I  ask,  then,  what  is  it  worth  to  insure  tnis  sum 
against  the  risk  of  an  invasion,  not  oa  calculations 
on  the  great  national  scale,  but  on  a  mere  insu- 
rance office  arithmetic?  I  nave  been  told  than  to 
insure  that  city  against  such  risk,  for  one  single 
year  of  war,  with  any  of  the  great  maritime  na- 
tions of  Europe,  would  be  worth  five  per  ceaL 
That  is,  the  insurance  for  a  single  year  of  wii 
would  repay  the  expense  of  fortifisations,  even 
should  they  cost  five  millions  of  dollars.  BbL 
suppose  this  calculation  extrava^nt,  can  any  one 
doubt  that  such  an  insurance  m  time  of  peace 
against  the  double  risk  of  war,  and  of  attack  m. 
case  of  war,  is  worth  one  half  per  ceoL?  £va 
at  this  premium,  six  years  of  insurance,  in  time  d 
peace,  would  repay  the  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
lions— a  sum  more  than  adequate  to  the  defence  of 
that  city.  In  making  this  statement  I  woald  hoc 
be  understood  to  pretend  nor  to  propose  such  u 
appropriation ;  it  is  not  asked.  My  object  is  to  call 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  is  the  market  wortk  d 
security,  and  that  thev  may  not  deem  the  monep 
they  apply  to  these  opjects,  as  they  seem  willia^ 
to  deem  them,  absolutely  thrown  away.  Tha 
great  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  thus  concen- 
trated on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  most  exposed 
harbors  in  the  world,  is  liable  to  the  insnlt  aai 
depredation  of  the  most  despicable  force.  Tvd 
seventy-four-gun  ships  may  at  this  moment  hj 
that  city  under  contribution  or  in  ashes,  altogether 
with  impunity.  They  might  make  it  the  interest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  to  pay  an  amoant 
equal  to  the  whole  annual  revenue  we  derive  frm 
it,  rather  than  submit  to  the  hazard  and  miseries 
of  bombardment  and  conflagration.  For  in  soch 
case  the  mere  destruction  of  property  is  bat  as 
Uem  in  the  account  of  anticipated  misfortone 
The  shock  to  credit ;  the  universal  stagnation  of 
business;  the  terror  spread  through  every  dass. 
age,  and  sex;  the  thousands  who  have  no  refagp 
in  the  country,  but  must  take  the  fate^  and  5c 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  their  city— all  these  cir- 
cumstances would  enter  into  a  consideration,  and 
make  the  pecuniary  sacrifice,  however  great,  ap- 
pear trifling  in  comparison. 

I  have  used  the  city  of  New  York  only  by  way 
of  example.  The  same  observations  are  applica- 
ble to  every  other  commercial  city  in  the  United 
States,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  the 
nature  of  its  situation.  Two  seventy-fours  migL* 
sweep  the  coast  from  Savaimah  to  Fortland,  asi 
levy  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  annual  rereiw 
of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  better  for  asj 
city  voluntarilv  to  pay  a  contribution  equal  to  9 
proportion  of  that  amount,  rather  than  to  take  t^ 
alternative  of  that  destruction  to  which,  on  rdt 
sal,  it  would  be  obliged  to  submit.  Is  such  m  sta2 
of  things  as  this  a  light  and  trifling  concern  ?  Are 
such  portions  of  the  wealth  of  the  community  u 
be  left  exposed  to  the  caprice  of  every  plunderer; 
and  are  propositions  to  project  them  to  be  treated 
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rith  contempt  or  with  ridicule  ?  Can  any  daty 
e  more  solemn  or  imperioas  than  thai  which  has 
JT  its  object  a  rational  degree  of  security  for 
bose  points  in  the  United  States  which  are  he^ 
ond  all  others  exposed  to  hostile  attack,  at  the 
ime  time  that  they  comprise  within  the  smallest 
ossible  compass,  immense  masses  of  the  national 
realth  and  popnlation? 

The  importance,  then,  of  the  objects  to  be  de- 
mded  will  be  admitted.  Bat  the  utilitjr  of  forti- 
ations  as  a  means  of  defence,  and  their  practi- 
ability  in  certain  ports  and  harbor&  are  aenied. 
Vith  respect  to  the  general  utility  of  fortifications, 
ask  by  whom  it  is  denied?  by  men  interested  in 
hat  species  of  defence?  by  the  inhabitants  of 
titiesf  by  those,  the  necessity  of  whose  situation 
las  turned  their  attention  to  the  nature  of  fortifi- 
cations and  their  efficacy?  No,  sir;  these  men 
lolicit  them.  They  are  anxious  for  nothing  so 
Duch.  They  tell  you  the  safety  of  all  they  hold 
tear,  their  wives,  their  children,  their  fortunes, 
nd  lives,  are  staked  upon  your  decision.    They 

0  not  so  much  a^k  fortifications  as  a  favqr;  they 
laim  them  as  a  risht;  they  demand  them.  Who 
re  they,  then,  who  deny  their  utility?  Why, 
len,  from  the  interior;  men,  who  in  one  breath 
^11  vou  they  know  nothing  about  the  subject,  and 

1  tne  next  pass  judgment  against  the  adoption  of 
ly  measures  of  defence.  It  is  true,  sir,  to  men 
ho  inhabit  the  White  Hills  of  New  Hamp-^hire, 
t  the  Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia,  nothing  can  appear 
lore  absolutely  useless  than  appropriations  for 
be  defence  of  tne  seacoast.  In  this,  as  in  all  other 
ases,  men  reason  very  coolly  and  philosophically 
OQcernin^  dangers  to  which  they  are  not  them- 
elf  es  subject.  Ail  men,  for  the  most  part,  bear 
vith  wonderful  composure  the  misfortunes  of 
»ther  people.  And,  it  called  to  contribute  their 
elief,  they  are  sure  to  find  in  the  cold  suggestions 
f  economy,  enough  apolo^es  for  failure  m  their 
ocial  duties.  The  best  criterion  of  the  utility  of 
srtifieations,  is  the  practice  and  experience  of 
ther  nations.  Now,  I  ask,  was  there  ever  a  na- 
ion  which  did  not  defend  their  great  commercial 
eposits  by  either  land  fortifications  or  sea  batte- 
ies  ?  All  history  does  not  exhibit  such  an  in- 
duce. Are  we  wiser,  then,  than  all  other  nations? 
f  are  we  less  exposeo  than  they?  are  we  alone  to 
scape  the  common  lot  of  humanity?  can  we  ex- 
>ect  to  be  rich  and  not  tempt  the  spirit  of  avarice? 
D  be  defenceless  amid  armed  pirates,  and  in  no 
aoger  of  robbery  or  insult?  I  ask  again,  sir,  how 
» the  inutility  of  fortifications  proved  ?  Suppose, 
^  the  sake  of  argument,  it  should  be  admitted, 
^Meh,  however,  I  deny,  that  they  cannot  be  erect- 
d  in  sufficient  force  to  defeat  very  ereat  arma- 
lents;  yet  is  it  nothing  to  prevent  the  piratical 
ttempts  of  single  ships?  Is  it  nothing  to  deter  an 
ivader?  nothiog  even  to  delav  an  attack?  Is  it 
orth  nothing  to  have  the  cnance  of  eripplinff 
^  assailant?  The  only  argument  I  have  heard 
rged  against  the  utility  of  fortifications,  is,  that 
le  whole  coast  cannot  be  fortified,  so  that,  protect 
I  stronffly  as  you  will  particular  points,  the  in- 
ider  will  land  somewhere  else.  Sir,  this  is  the 
ery  object  of  fortifications.  No  man  ever  thought 


of  building  a  Chinese  wall  alonff  all  the  indenta- 
tions of  our  shore,  from  St.  Mary's  unto  St.  Croix. 
The  true  object  of  fortifications  is  to  oblige  your 
enemies  to  land;  it  is  to  keep  them  at  arm's  length. 
If  they  cannot  reach  your  cities  with  their  batte- 
ries, and  woQld  attacK,  they  must  come  on  shore* 
They  are  then  only  a  land  force,  and  our  militia 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  ^ving  a  good  account  of 
them.  The  only  remaining  evidence  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  House,  against  the  utility  of  fortifi- 
cations, are  the  opinions  of  various  gentlemen, 
delivered  on  this  fi!oor;  and  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  stated  in  his  report.  As  to  the  former, 
they  certainly  do  not  merit  a  serious  refutation^ 
because  no  gentleman  who  has  spoken  has  pre« 
tended  to  a  practical  or  even  theoretical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject;  but,  on  the  contrary,  most,  if 
not  all,  of  them,  have  candidly  confessed  their  ig- 
norance. It  is  of  more  importance  to  consider  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  That  part  of  hia 
report  which  relates  to  the  harbor  of  New  York 
contains  his  general  opinion  against  the  practica- 
bility of  defending  such  an  harbor  by  land  batte- 
ries, and  two  facts  in  support  of  that  opinion. 
Now,  as  to  the  general  opinion  of  the  Secretary, 
I  am  willing  to  allow  it  whatever  weiffht  any 
gentleman  may  choose  to  attach  to  it;  but  cer- 
tainly it  ought  not  to  be  conclusive  in  an  affair  of 
such  immense  importance;  especially  when  it  is 
contradicted  by  the  tenor  of  the  applications  on  • 
your  table^  and  by  the  opinions  of  other  individa- 
ab  of  as  high  military  and  scientific  reputation  aa 
the  Secretary.  Much  less  does  this^  his  opinion, 
claim  from  us  implicit  confidence,  since  the  only 
two  facts  he  has  chosen  to  adduce,  are  very  far 
from  beinff  a  sufficient  basis  for  the  broad  opinion 
he  has  built  on  them.  The  first  fact  is  one  which 
oecnrred  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  1776.  A 
British  ship  of  forty  guns  passed  the  batteries  on 
the  Hudson,  under  circumstances  favorable  to  the 
effect  of  the  batteries,  and  sustained  a  tremendoue 
cannonade^  without  being  sensibly  incommoded^ 
Allowing^  this  fact  its  full  force,  it  can  weigh  but 
little  against  the  utility  or  practicability  of  fortifi- 
cations. That  was  the  second  year  of  the  war| 
our  batteries  were  erected  on  sudden  emergency; 
our  artillerists  had  probably  little  experience. 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  batteries  this  na- 
tion, in  its  present  state  of  affluence  and  experi- 
ence, can  erect,  will  not  exceed,  both  in  location 
and  power,  those  which  at  that  time  protected  the 
Hudson?  Besides,  to  draw  from  a  particular  in- 
stance a  general  conclusion,  is  contrary  to  all  rulea 
of  just  loffic.  Various  circumstances,  altogether 
accidental,  miffht  have  occurred  to  have  produced 
that  result,  which  might  never  occur  again.  If 
this  instance  be  a  good  argument  against  the  util- 
ity of  land  fortifications,  there  is  an  equally  strong 
argument  in  the  history  of  our  Revolution,  against 
the  fashionable  mode  of  defence  by  gunboats.  I 
take  the  fact  only  from  verbal  information^  and  if 
I  am  incorrect,  there  are  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
who  can  set  me  right.  During  the  war,  a  British 
frigate  of  fort^-four  ffuos,  called  the  RoebuelL 
took  ground  in  the  Delaware;  and  though  we  haa 
gunboaCa,  qmmimm  ei^kit^  who  pelted  her  to  their 
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hewt'8  content  during  one  whole  tide,  she  received 
DO  manner  of  injury,  at  least  none  oi  any  import- 
aoce.  If  I  have  this  fact  correctly,  it  is  just  as 
strong  against  the  efficacy  of  gunboats,  as  that 
produced  by  the  Secretary  is  af^ainst  land  batte- 
ries. One  word  here  concerning  this  mode  of 
defence  by  ffunboats,  which  seems  to  concentrate 
all  the  navaT  affections  of  our  rulers,  and  to  have 
on  freight  all  their  military  hopes.  It  is  not  de- 
nied that  these  are  weapons  of  considerable  effect 
or  that  in  certain  situations  they  are  useful,  or 
that  in  aid  of  other  and  heavier  batteries,  tney 
may  not  sometimes  be  important.  It  is  only  when 
they  become  the  favorites,  to  the  total  exclusion 
of  more  powerful  modes  of  defence,  and  draw 
away  to  the  less  power  appropriations  that  are 
wanting  for  the  greater,  that  the  system  which 
upholds  them  becomes  an  object  of  contempt  or 
01  dread.  Now-a-days,  sir,  put  what  vou  will  into 
the  crucible,  whether  it  be  seventy-fours,  or  frig- 
ates, or  land  batteries,  the  result  is  the  same;  after 
due  sweltering  in  the  legislative  furnace,  there 
comes  out  nothing  but  gunboats.  I  ask,  if  our 
cities  are  attacked  by  any  maritime  nation,  will 
it  not  be  by  line-of-battle  ships?  And  who  ever 
heard  that  a  line  of-battle  ship  was  defeated  by 
gunboats?  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  learned  in  these 
Blatters,  but  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gain 
information,  it  is,  that  when  there  is  anything  of 
a  heavy  sea,  even  such  as  is  often  m  the  haroor 
ot  New  York,  gunboats  are  of  very  little  efficacy* 
It  is  true,  in  case  of  a  calm,  if  they  can  get  their 
object  at  rest,  they  have  great  advantage;  that  is, 
iir  you  can  get  the  bird  to  stand  still  until  you  can 
p4U  salt  upon  ito  tail,  you  can  catch  the  bird.  But 
the  worst  of  it  is,  thax  it  is  too  cunninj^p  for  that. 
The  ship-of-the-line  chooses  iXs  own  time  for  the 
ajUack,  and  will  always  select  that  which  is  least 
favorable  to  its  adversary. 

But,  to  return  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  at 
War.  The  next  fact  it  states  is  the  battle  of  Co- 
penhagen. Now,  if  this  be  admitted  merely  as  an 
evidence  of  a  j^rticular  instance  of  the  inefficacy 
of  land  batteries,  I  do  not  think  it  important 
enough  to  take  the  time  to  examine.  The  true 
question  is  not  whether  New  York  can  be  defend- 
ed in  a  particular  way,  but  whether  it  is  oapablie 
of  defence  at  all,  by  combining  land  with  floatini^ 
batteries  ?  In  this  point  of  view,  the  instance  ad- 
duced by  the  Secretary  is,  perhaps,  the  most  mem- 
orable on  record,  and  the  one,  of  all  others,  in 
which  those  who  advocate  a  defence  of  our  com- 
mercial cities,  ought  to  exult  as  in  an  incontro- 
Tertible  evidence  of  the  truth  of  their  system. 
What  was  the  fact  ?  One  of  the  best  appointed 
aptval  armaments  of  the  most  powerful  maritime 
nation. in  the  w(»ld,  under  her  most  favored  and 
Ibrtunate  commander,  was  sent  to  attack  Copen- 
iiagen.  The  Danes  were  taken  by  surprise.  £v- 
fry  thin^,  apparently,  was  in  favor  of  the  assailant 
and  against  those  who  acted  on  the  defensive.  To 
fifteen  line-of-battle  ships,  the  Danes  had  nothing 
to  op|K)se  but  their  land  and  harbor  batteries,  for- 
tifications, and  block  ships.  And  what  was  the 
result  ?  Why  that,  aAer  a  most  bloody  and  well- 
f  untested  battle,  the  British  first  asked  a  truca. 


To  this  dav  the  Danes  claim  the  victory.  Olfert 
Fischer,  the  Danish  commander,  in  his  ofl^dal 
statement  of  the  battle,  declares  that,  before  the 
fiag  of  truce  was  offered,  two  of  the  British  ships- 
of-ihe-line  had  struck  their  colors,  and  that,  for 
some  time,  their  whole  force  was  so  w^eakene^ 
that  it  fired  only  single  guns.  Intelligent  Ennh 
peans  assert,  and  even  candid  Englishmen  w21 
allow  thatj  u  ever  Nelson  was  beaten,  it  wa^  o& 
that  occasion.  But,  suppose  all  this  to  be  erro- 
neous. Suppose  that  ^lelson  obtained  a  real  vic- 
tory— does  it  thence  result  that  the  fortificatkns 
and  block  ships  with  which  Copenhagen  was  de- 
fended were  useless?  By  no  means.  Still  that 
battle  is  an  illustrious  and  irrefragable  instance  of 
their  utility.  It  is  a  fact  on  record,  worth  a  mil- 
lion theories  in  favor  of  the  efficacy  of  a  harbor 
defence  against  a  maritime  force.  Sir,  the  end 
for  which  those  batteries  was  erected  is  attained. 
Copenhagen  is  defended.  The  storm  which 
would  have  desolated  the  city  has  spent  its  force 
on  the  artificial  shield.  Let  gentlemen  caiccJate 
the  probable  cost  of  those  batteries ;  and  sunwise 
by  expending  a  similar  sum  in  the  harbor  of  Nev 
York,  that  citv  might  be  defended  as  Copeaha- 

Sen  was,  and  from  a  like  danger — is  there  a  maa 
^at  can  hesitate  as  to  the  wisdom  of  such  an  a- 
nenditure  ?  Sir,  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  on  that 
day,  was  preserved  from  a  devastation,  which  the 
cost  of  twenty  such  batteries  would  not  hare  re- 
paired. I  conclude,  then,  that  our  commercial 
cities  can  be  defended.  Land  batteries  comli^ed 
with  harbor  batteries  are  equal  to  the  object.  To 
this  question  of  practicability,  concerning  whidi 
so  much  is  said,  I  humbly  conceive  this  is  not  the 
place  where  it  ought  to  be  decided,  it  belongs  to 
the  Executive:  that  is  the  proper  department  to 
^examine  it.  Our  duty  is  to  maxe  the  approana- 
tions ;  to  show,  at  least,  a  disposition  to  dMid. 
If  New  York  cannot  be  defended,  is  it  the  same 
case  with  Charleston.  Savannah,  or  Norfolkl 
Shall  we  leave  the  wnole  defenceless,  becaase  a 
particular  part  is  vulnerable  ?  Sir,  let  us  coniesa 
the  truth.  The  limit  of  our  power  to  deiiuid  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  cities,  but  in  our  disposi- 
tion to  appropriate ;  not  in  the  inefficacy  of  land 
or  harbor  oatteries,  but  in  our  insensihiuiy  to  the 
danger  of  the  commercial  cities  and  anwiiling- 
ness  to  make  the  jpecuniary  sacrifices  their  pro- 
tection requires.  On  all  sides  we  are  inet  with 
the  objection,  *'  where  are  the  means  T*  "  How 
is  the  public  debt  to  be  discharged,  if  we  incur 
such  an  expense  V^  Mr.  Chairman,  none  of  these 
difficulties  are  insurmountable  when  Southern 
land  is  to  be  purchased,  or  when  our  new  letriio- 
ries  on  the  Missouri  and  Red  river  are  to  be  ex- 
plored, or  when  Indian  titles  in  the  Westers 
country  are  to  be  extinguished.  We  have  {Mid 
within  these  two  years  fifteen  millions  of  dolkn 
for  Louisiana,  and  have  sent  oflTtwo  millions  moic 
to  purchase  the  Floridas.  I  ask,  on  what  prino- 
pie  can  either  of  these  purchases  be  made  palao- 
ble  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  ?  Do  thef 
want  more  laiid,  or  wider  doifiinions  ?  On  eithet 
of  these  considerations,  would  they  for  one  mo- 
meat  have  suhmiued  to  either  purchasa  7    It  wa» 
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>ecaQ8e  the  possessioD  of  the  Mississippi  through 
ts  whole  coarse  was  essential  to  the  security  and 
lappimess  of  our  brethren  beyond  the  mountains, 
hat  the  iwrchase  of  Louisiana  was  sanctioned  by 
lablie  opinion ;  and  if  ever  that  of  the  Floridas  re- 
ceive the  acquiescence  of  the  people,  it  will  only 
>e  from  the  conriction  that  the  possession  of  those 
countries  is  necessary  for  the  tranqulHity  of  our 
toathem  frontier.  All  this  we  have  done  for  the 
»eciirityof  the  South  and  West.  We  now  ask  for 
reciprocity ;  grant  us  something  fbr  the  security 
-yt  the  North  and  Bast.  Let  not  the  people  see 
that  all  the  incomes  proceed  from  one  quarter  of 
the  Union,  and  all  the  expenditures  are  made  in 
mother.  Let  them  not  learn,  from  experience, 
Lhat  the  ball  of  fayoritism,  and  that  of  empire,  is 
trcLveUing  south  and  west.  I  ask,  what  are  the 
Ploridas,  or  what  is  Louisiana,  in  comparison  with 
rhe  single  city  of  New  York'?  This  city  alone 
is  worth  forty  Lotfisianas.  Yet,  when  Louisiana 
was  purchased,  did  the  increase  of  the  public 
debt  prevent  the  bargain  ?  Or,  of  late,  was  the 
t^uestiOQ  of  *' means''  an  obstacle  to  the  appropria- 
tiOQ  for  the  Fkridas  ?  The  seventeen  millions  of 
dollars  thus  expended  for  the  security  of  the 
Sooth,  would  have  put  every  commercial  city  of 
the  United  States  into  a  complete  aute  of  defence. 
I  do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  introduce  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Ploridas  in  this  coimexion 
lightly,  or  without  antecedent  reflection.  I  would 
hKAA  up  to  this  House  a  mirror,  in  which  it  may 
coatem  plate  itself,  and  see  its  own  features.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  remark  that  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  of  this  Legislature  do  not  extend  to 
theseaeoast.  But,  whatever  will  meliorate  the 
cottdition  of  the  interior,  excites  all  its  sensibilities 
ajui  awakens  all  its  anxieties.  Look,  at  this  mo- 
meat,  on  your  table ;  there  are  no  less  than  four, 
I  bedieve  five  Indian  treaties,  which  have  been 
ratified  the  present  session,  the  appropriations  for 
which,  occttsiqn  no  alarm  about  the  public  faith  or 
the  public  purse.  It  is  worth  our  while  to  notice 
the  particulars: 

Bj  these  treaties  the  United  States  agree  to 

pay  first,  cash  down        ....  $37,600 
'Siixt,  the  following  asnnittes : 

^1,000  for  ten  years        ...  16,000 

13,000  for  eight  years     ...  96,000 

11,000  for  ten  years        ...  110,000 


359,600 


In  ftdd!ti<m  to  which,  we  are  to  pay  other  annuities, 
amounting  to  ^,6nOO  forever.  These  last  cannot  be 
cs^aated  at  less  in  any  market  than  $50,000,  but 
wfe&diliateonlyat       ....    $40,400 

259,600 


aoo,ooe 

Besides  whieh,  onr  appropriations  for  the  In- 
dtm  department  and  for  the  support  of 
tfie  dvU  government  of  Lonisiatta,  and 
ear  other  Southwestam  territory,  exceed      150,000 


$450,000 


Thus,  in  this  single  session,  we  shall  appropri* 
ate  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  security  and  the  protection  of  the  Southwest. 
But,  for  our  ports  and  harbors,  an  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
mere  repair  of  old  fortifications,  is  thought  to  be 
an  enormous  expenditure.  Even  this  is  violently 
opposed.  But  any  additional  sum  to  beffin  new 
works,  is  not  only  hopeless,  but  cannot  be  even 
named  without  exciting  a  smile  of  contempt. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  ac- 
count. It  will  be  found,  hj  the  report  on  your 
table,  that  the  nine  capital  cities  of  the  Union — 
Portland,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Newport,  New 
York.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore^  Norfolk,  and 
Charleston — have  had  expended  m  fortifications, 
for  their  defence,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Government,  onlv  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars !  That  is  to  say, 
your  appropriations  in  one  session  for  the  securitr 
and  comfort  of  the  Southwest,  is  more  than  half 
the  whole  amount  expended  during  sixteen  years 
for  the  security  of  all  these  great  commercial 
cities,  which  contain  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  which  paid  into  your  Treas- 
ury the  last  year,  upward  of  nine  millioiy  of  dol- 
lars ! !  It  is  impossible  that  this  state  of  things 
should  not  be  understood  and  realized  by  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  and  that  at  no  very  distant 
period.  It  requires  only  some  actual  suffering, 
some  real  misfortune,  resulting  from  your  ill-timea 
parsimonv,  or  misplaced  affections,  to  rouse  a 
spirit  in  the  commercial  States  which  will  shake 
this  Union  to  its  foundation. 

Of  ell  times,  those  will  be  the  most  dread  AiL 
and  the  most  to  be  deprecated  by  every  real 
lover  of  his  country,  when  the  party  passions 
shall  run  parallel  to  local  interests.  Whenever 
any  great  section  of  the  Union  shall  deem  itself 
neglected,  and  the  opinion  becomes  general  among 
the  people  that  they  are  sacrificed  or  abandoned ; 
that  they  have  not  any,  or  their  just  weight,  in 
the  national  scale,  a  series  of  struggles  must  com- 
mence, which  will  terminate  either  in  redress  or 
in  convulsions.  Events  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be 
prevented  by  common-place  declamation  about 
submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  A  real 
reciprocitv  must  exist.  Intelligent  men  must  see 
and  feel  that  a  regard,  proportionate  to  their  real 
interest  at  stake  in  society,  is  entertained  for 
them  by  their  rulers.  With  such  perception  and 
experience  your  Union  is  a  bond  of  adamant, 
which  nothinff  can  break.  Without  them,  I  will 
not  say  it  will  be  dissolved,  but  this  I  will  say,  it 
cannot  be  happy,  even  if  it  should  be  lasting. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  our 
obligations  to  defend  the  commercial  cities,  with- 
out having  a  right  idea  of  the  nature  and  import- 
ance of  our  commerce  to  the  Eastern  States,  and 
attaining  a  just  apprehension  of  its  influence  over 
every  class  of  citizens  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  From  what  has  fallen  from  various  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House,  it  is  very  apparent  that  they 
do  not  appreciate  either  its  nature,  its  power,  or 
the  duties  which  result  from  our  relation  to  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  pursuit.  The  gentleman 
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from  Vir^finia  (Mr.  John  Randolph)  told  us  the 
other  day  "  that  the  United  States  was  a  areat 
'  land  animal  \  a  great  mammoth,  which  ought  to 
*  cleave  to  the  land,  and  not  wade  out  into  the 
'  oeean  to  fight  the  shark."  Sir,  the  figure  is  very 
happy  so  far  as  relates  to  that  quarter  of  the  Union 
with  which  that  gentleman  is  chiefly  conversant. 
Of  the  Southern  States,  the  mammoth  is  a  cor- 
rect type.  But,  I  ask,  sir,  suppose  the  mammoth 
has  made  a  league  with  the  cod,  and  that  the  cod, 
enterprising,  active,  and  skilful,  spreads  himseli 
over  every  ocean,  and  brings  back  the  tribute  of 
all  climes  to  the  feet  of  the  mammoth ;  suppose 
he  thereby  enables  the  unwieldy  animal  to  stretch 
his  huge  limbs  upon  cotton,  or  to  rub  his  fat  sides 
along  his  tobacco  plantations,  without  pacing  the 
tithe  of  a  hair?  In  such  a  case,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
honorable,  is  it  politic,  for  that  mammoth,  because 
hy  mere  b^ef  and  bone  he  outwei|rhs  the  cod  in 
the  political  scale,  to  refuse  a  portion  of  that  rev- 
enue, which  the  industry  of  the  cod  annually  pro- 
duces, to  defend  him  in  his  natural  element ;  if 
not  against  the  great  leviathan  of  the  deep,  at 
least  against  the  petty  pikes  which  prowl  on  the 
ocean ;  and  if  not,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  ad- 
venturous progress,  at  least  in  hisnative  bays  and 
harbors,  '^nere  his  hopes  and  wealth  are  deposit- 
ed, and  where  his  species  congregate  ? 

Other  gentlemen  have  shown  an  equal  want  of 
a  just  apprehension  of  the  nature  and  effects  of 
commerce.  Some  think  any  of  its  great  channels 
can  be  impeded  or  cut  off  without  important 
injury.  Others,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  so  much  in- 
difference, that  we  can  very  well  do  without  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smilib) 
told  us  some  days  since, "  thai  for  his  part  he  wish- 
ed thai  ai  the  time  of  our  Revolution  there  had 
beenno  curnvmerceP  That  honorable  gentleman,  I 
presume,  is  enamored  with  Arcadian  scenes,  with 
happy  valleys.  Like  a  hero  of  pastoral  romance, 
at  the  head  of  some  murmuring  stream,  with  his 
ctook  by  his  side,  his  sheep  feeding  around,  far 
from  the  temptations,  unseduced  by  the  luiuries 
of  commerce,  he  would  ^  sport  with  Amaryllis  in 
the  shade,  or  toy  with  the  tangles  of  Nerea's  hair." 
I  will  not  deny  that  these  are  pleasant  scenes. 
Doubtless  they  are  well  suited  to  the  innocence,  the 
purity,  and  the  amiable  unobtrusive  simplicity  of 
that  gentleman's  mind  and  manners.  But  he  must 
not  expect  that  all  men  can  be  measured  by  bis 
f  elevated  standard,  or  be  made  to  relish  those  sub- 
lime pleasures.  Thousands  and  ten  thousands  in 
that  part  of  the  country  I  would  represent  have 
no  notion  oi  rural  felicity,  or  of  the  tran<juil  joys 
of  the  country.  They  love  a  life  of  activity,  of 
enterprise  and  hazard.  They  would  rather  see  a 
hoat-hook  than  all  the  crooks  in  the  world;  and 
as  for  sheep  they  never  desire  to  see  anything  more 
of  them  than  just  enough  upon  their  deck  to  give 
them  fresh  meat  once  a  week  in  a  voyage.  Con- 
cerning the  land  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,)  and  the  one  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Maoon,)  thinks  so  much, 
they  think  very  little.  It  is  in  fact  to  them  only 
a  shelter  from  the  storm  \  a  perch  on  which  they 
build  their  eyrie,  and  hide  their  mate  and  their 


young,  while  they  skim  the  surface  or  hunt  in  tbe 
deep.  The  laws  of  society  and  the  views  of  en- 
lightened politicians  ought  to  have  reference,  not 
to  any  ideal,  theoretic  state  of  human  perfectioB, 
but  to  the  equal  protection  and  encourajgement  of 
every  species  or  honorable  industry.  I  know  it 
has  been  said  bv  way  of  apology  for  not  doinc  any- 
thing more  in  defence  of  commerce,  that  it  already 
was  indebted  for  its  prosperity  to  our  laws  and  reg- 
ulations. Theffentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  J. 
Ranoolph)  told  us,  eipressly,  ^^that  the  votes  of 
Southern  men  had  given  us  our  drawbacks  and 
discriminating  duties,"  whence  he  would  condode 
that  our  commerce  and  navigation  had  nothing 
more  to  ask  at  their  hands.  The  honorable  Sp&ix- 
SR,  too,  referred  the  prosperous  condition  of  one 
commerce  to  the  adoption  of  the  ConstitntioB, 
and  to  the  provisions  established  under  iL  I  aa 
the  last  man  in  the  world  to  deny  the  banp^  in* 
fluence  of  that  instrument  in  meliorating  thee 
dition  of  this  nation.  But  our  commercial 
perity  is  owing  much  more  to  accident 
ture,  and  much  less  to  law,  than  we  are  ape  to 
imagine,  or  are  willing  to  allow.  Every  yetr  ve 
get  together  on  this  floor  to  consult  coneenitng 
the  iHiolic  |;ood.  The  state  of  commerce  makes 
a  capital  object  in  all  our  deliberations.  We  have 
our  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfiictares, 
and  a  f^reat  part  of  every  session  is  exhausted  ui 
discussing  their  provisions^  limitatiooi,  aod  re- 
strictions, until  at  last  we  slide  into  the  belief  that 
commerce  is  of  our  creation ;  that  it  has  iu  root 
in  the  statiite  book ;  that  its  sap  is  drawn  from 
our  parchment,  and  that  it  spreads  and  fionrisbci 
under  the  direct  heat  of  the  legishitive  ray.  Bat 
what  is  the  fact?  Look  into  your  laws.  What 
are  they?  Nine-tenths — I  should  speak  ncaicr 
the  truth  should  I  say  ninety-nine  handredths  of 
them,  are  nothing  more  than  means  by  which  yon 
secure  your  share  of  the  products  of  commerce; 
they  constitute  the  macliinery  b]r  which  yoa 
pluck  its  Hesperian  fruit,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  root  that  supports  it,  or  with  the  native 
vigor  which  exudes  into  this  rich  laznrtaneeL 
Sir,  the  true  tap-root  of  commerce  is  found  in  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  people  which  carrf 
it  on.  They  and  their  ancestors,  for  aesrlv  two 
centuries,  have  been  engaged  in  it.  Theindostry 
of  every  class  of  men  in  the  Eastern  States  has 
reference  to  its  condition,  and  is  affected  by  it. 
Why,  then,  treat  it  a4  a  small  concern ;  as  aa 
aflair  only  of  traders  and  of  merchants?  '^^J 
intimate  that  agriciTlture  can  flourish  witboat  it  ? 
When,  in  fact,  the  interests  of  these  two  branches 
of  industry  are  so  intimately  connected  that  tbe 
slightest  afiection  of  the  one  is  instantly  commo- 
nioated  to  the  other.  I  know  very  well  that  theie 
is  a  great  difierence  between  the  relations  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture  in  the  Southern  and  in  the 
Eastern  States :  and  this  is  one  of  the  chief  caasa 
of  that  diversity  of  sentiment  which  now  prevaih 
among  those  who  dwell  in  these  different  parts  c£ 
the  Union.  In  the  Southern  States  there  aie 
eomparativelv  few,  if  any,  who  depend  on  com- 
merce altogether  for  subsistence.  Whateverafleets 
commercial  prosperity,  produces  no  general  dis- 
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tress  or  discontent.    Perhaps  insarance  or  freight 
ma^r  adTance  a  little  in  consequence  of  its  em- 
barrassment.   Perhaps  one  or  other  of  their  great 
staples  roay^  find  not  so  ready  or  so  high  a  market 
Bat  these  inconTeniences  throw  none  ont  of  em* 
ployment,  or  oat  of  bread.    Very  different  is  the 
state  of  things  in  the  Eastern  S  tates.    Their  com- 
merce is  not  merely,  as  the  honorable  Speaker 
called  it,  ^'a  wagon — a  mode  of  convejance  of 
products  to  the  coDsamer."    It  is  more,  infinitely 
more;  it  establishes  within  the  coantnr  an  im- 
mense fnnd  of  internal  consumption.    AU  its  de- 
pendants—merchants, tradesmen,  mechanics,  sea- 
men, and  laborers  of  erery  class  and  description — 
look  to  it,  either  for  that  profit  which  makes  a 
great  portion  of  their  happiness,  or  for  that  em- 
^koyment  on  which  their,  subsistence  depends. 
The  state  of  agricnlture  is  adapted,  and  has  been 
for  centaries,  to  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  this 
internal  consumption.    The  farmer  is  bound  to 
commerce  by  a  thousand,  intimate  ties,  which, 
while  it  is  in  its  ordinary \tate  of  prosperity,  he 
neither  tees  nor  realizes^    But  let  the  current  stop, 
and  the  eonrse  of  business  stagnate  in  consequence 
of  any  riolent  afifection  of  commerce,  the  effect  is 
fdt  as  much,  and  in  some  cases  more,  by  those 
who  inhabit  the  mountains  as  by  those  who  dwell 
on  the  seaeoast.    The  country  is  associated  with 
the  city  in  one  common   distress,  not  merely 
through  sympathy,  but  by  an  actual  perception  of 
a  union  in  misfortune.    It  is  this  indissoluble  com- 
munity of  interest  between  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, which  peryades  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
United  States,  that  makes  our  treatment  of  the 
cotomereial  interest  one  of  the  most  delicate,  as 
well  as  important  questions  that  can  be  brought 
before  this  Legislature.    That  interest  is  not  of  a 
nature  long  to  be  neglected  with  im];>unity.    Its 
power,  when  once  brought  into  action  by  the 
necessity  of  self-defence,  cannot  but  be  irresistible 
in  this  nation*    Sir,  two-fifths  of  your  white  pop- 
ulation are  commercial;  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  as  to  its  political  effect,  hate  their  happi- 
ness so  dependent  upon  its  prosperity,  that  they 
cannot  fail  to  act  in  concert,  when  the  object  is  to 
crush  those  who  oppress,  or  those  who  are  willing 
to  destroy  it.    Or  the  five  millions  which  now 
constitute  the  white  population  of  these  States, 
two  millions  are  nortn  and  east  of  New  Jersey ; 
this  great  mass  is  naturally  and  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  commerce.    To  this  is  to  be  added 
the  like  interest,  and  that  of  no  inconsiderable 
weight,  which  exists  in  the  Middle  and  Southern 
States.    Are  these  powerful  influences  to  be  for- 
gotten or  despised?    Are  such  portions  of  the 
Uakm  to  be  told  that  they  are  not  to  be  defended, 
neither  on  the  ocean,  nor  yet  on  the  land?    Will 
they,  ought  they  to,  sobnut  to  a  system  which,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  extracts  from  their  industry 
the  whole  national  rerenue,  neither  protects  it 
abroad  nor  at  home?    It  needs  no  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy to  say  that  they  will  not.    No  power  on 
earth  can  prevent  a  party  from  growing  up  in 
these  States  in  support  of  the  riffhts  of  commerce 
to  a  sea  and  land  protection.    The  state  of  things 
which  must  necessarily  follow,  is  of  all  others  to 


be  deprecated.  As  I  have  said  before,  when  party 
passions  run  parallel  to  local  interests  of  ^reat 
power  and  extent,  nothing  can  prevent  national 
convulsions;  all  the  consequences  of  which  can 
neither  be  numbered  nor  measured.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  introduce  this  idea  to  threaten  or 
terrify.  I  speak,  I  hope^  to  wise  men,  to  men  of 
experience,^  and  of  acquaintance  with  human  na- 
ture, both  in  history  and  by  observation.  Is  it 
possible  to^  content  great^  intelligent,  and  influen- 
tial portions  of  your  citizens,  by  anything  short 
of  a  real  attention  to  their  interests,  in  some  de- 
gree proportionate  to  their  magnitude  and  nature? 
When  this  is  not  the  case,  can  any  political  union 
be  either  happy  or  lasting?    Now  is  the  time  to 

S've  a  pledge  to  the  commercial  interests,  that 
ey  may  be  assured  of  protection,  let  whatever 
influence  predominate  in  the  Legislature.  A  great 
majority  of  this  House  are  from  States  not  con- 
nected intimately  with  commerce.'  Show,  then^ 
those  who  are,  that  you  feel  for  them  as  brothers ; 
that  you  are  willing  to  give  them  a  due  share  of 
the  national  revenue  for  their  protection.  Show 
an  enlightened  and  fair  reciprocity.  Be  superior 
to  any  exclusive  regard  to  local  interest.  On 
such  principles,  this  Union,  so  desirable,  and  so 
justly  dear  to  us  all,  will  continue  and  be  cher- 
ished by  every  member  of  the  compact.  But  let 
a  narrow,  selfish,  local,  sectional  policy^  prevail, 
and  struggles  will  commence,  which  will  termi- 
nate, throoffh  irritations  and  animosities,  in  either 
a  change  of  the  system  of  Government,  or  in  its 
dissolution. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  was  sorty  the  motion  was 
made.  He  did  not  believe,  from  the  discussion 
the  subject  had  undergone,  that  the  House  would 
undertake  to  say  on  what  obiects  the  sum  appro- 
priated should  be  applied.  The  sum  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  by  the  bill  was  $150,000.  He 
was  averse  to  going  beyond  that  sum,  and  he  was 
well  persuaded  that  any  attempt  to  go  beyond 
it,  would  have  a  tendency  to  defeat  the  bill  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  SMiLin  declared  himself  against  the  amend- 
ment, but  willing  to  grant  the  sum  applied  for  by 
the  proper  officer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Masters' 
motion,  and  lost— only  twenty-one  members  ris- 
ing in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Dawson  stated  that  the  fate  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  was  well  known,  and  added  that  the 
frigates  Boston  and' General  Greene  had  been  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  service*  To  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  Naval  Establishment,  be  ofiered  a 
new  section  appropriating  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$500,000,  to  enable  the  President  to  cause  three 
additional  frigates  to  be  built. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  add,  after  frigates,  **or  two 
seventy-fours." 

Mr.  Lton. — Ignorant  as  I  may  be  supposed 
with  respect  to  nautical  affairs,  it  will  no  doubt 
be  thought  presumptuous  fbr  me  to  join  in  this 
debate,  or  to  ofier  my  crude  opinions  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I  can  assure  you,  sir.  that  so  fully  am  I 
persuaded  of  this,  and  so  little  hope  have  I  that 
anything  I  can  say  on  this  subject  will  alter  the 
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opinion  of  one  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  I 
would  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  extremely 
important  question,  did  I  not  know  that  this  is  a 
question  of  the  first  magnitude,  as  it  respects  the 
interest  of  the  Western  country,  and  did  I  not 
feel  it  my  duty  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  that 
interest. 

The  question  before  us  I  view  to  be  merely 
this,  will  the  nation  aflbrd  the  reasonable  encour- 
agement and  protection  within  her  power  to  her 
own  commerce,  carried  on  in  the  vesseb  of  her 
own  citizens,  built  of  her  own  materials,  and  by 
her  own  artificers  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  will  you 
afford  a  reasonable  share  of  that  revenue  which 
you  derive  from  commerce  to  its  protection? 
While  .commerce  is  paying  your  national  debt; 
while  she  supports  your  civil  list  and  your  War 
Department;  while  she  pays  immense  sums  under 
the  heads  of  foreign  intercourse,  and  Mediterra- 
nean and  Indian  tributes;  while  she  is  adding  to 
your  dominion  the  finest  rivers  on  the  globe,  with 
Humberless  millions  of  the  richest  acres,  and  while 
she  furnishes  you  with  the  products  of  every 
other  country  at  a  reasonable  price,  thereby  great- 
ly enhancing  the  value  of  the  produce  of  your 
own,  at  the  same  time  increasing  her  own  power 
of  serving  you  in  a  compound  ratio  of  about  ten 
per  cent.,  will  you  sufier  her  wings  to  be  clipped, 
and  her  vitals  to  be  struck  at  |by  every  foreign  rob- 
ber who  can  set  afloat  a  bark  Me  to  carry  a  gun? 
The  documents  laid  before  you  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  show  that  1  am  within  bounds 
when  I  thus  describe  the  powers  and  the  utility 
qf  this,  I  had  almost  said,  omnipotent  handmaid- 
commerce.  While  the  petitions  from  the  mer- 
chants all  along  the  seaboard  with  which  your 
tables  have  been  loaded,  together  with  the  news- 
papers jrou  every  day  read,  portray  a  share  only 
of  the  mjuries  commerce  sustains,  and  the  dan- 
gers to  which  she  is  exposed,  (hey  justify  me  in 
Bskins  the  question :  Will  gentlemen,  I  say,  sir, 
like  the  avaricious  boy  in  the  fable,  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg?  Or  shall  the  ox  that 
treads  out  the  corn  be  muzzled,  and  starvad  in  the 
midst  of  surrounding  plenty  ? 

I  know  very  well  I  am  addressing  two  classes 
of  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of  viewing 
this  subject  in  a  light  very  different  from  myselL 
The  first  class,  the  largest,  and  very  respectable 
they  are  indeed,  consists  of  back-country  gentle- 
men, who  live  inland,  all  along  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Georgia:  being  but  little  interested  in 
commerce  themselves,  many  of  thein  believe  that 
by  the  destruction  of  foreign  commerc€|.  their 
constituents  will  be  driven  to  provide  their  own 
necessaries  by  their  own  industry^  and  that  it  will 
be  a  blessing  to  them.  I  fear,  sir,  these  gentle- 
men do  not  reflect  with  due  oonsideratton;  if 
thev  did,  they  would  s^e  that  by  the  destruction 
of  foreign  commerce^  they  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
cur to  internal  taxation,  at  a  time  when  every 
source  is  dried  up  from  which  the  people  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  money  to  pay  their 
taxes.  I  fear,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  have  not 
sufficiently  examined  the  truth  of  the  position, 
that  the  necessity  of  satisfying  the  mere  wanu 


of  nature  seldom  excites  industry,  and  that  i 
tr^  is  produced  only  by  a  desire  to  obtain  the 
things  which  meet  the  artificial  wants  of  mi 
I  fear,  sir^  they  disregard  the  well-foiuided  max- 
im, that  in  proportion  as  a  nation  negleels  aad 
despises  commerce  she  approaches  to  birbariain. 
To  this  class  of  gentlemen  permit  me  to  any. 
that  when,  by  my  situation,  I  was  exposed  to  ali 
the  preiuoices  which  back-country  people  ksFe 
imbibed  on  this  subject,  I  saw,  as  clearly  as  I  now 
do,  the  prospect  and  the  necessity  of  this  nation 
becoming  a  great  maritime  Power.  I  saw  tbit 
the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  her  first  interest, 
I  mean  the  agricultural  iater^t,  would  be  best 
promoted  by  providing  for  the  defence  of  tbe 
general  commercial  enterprise  of  our  fellow-cid- 
zens,  who  ventured  to  build  vessels  and  embstk 
their  property  on  the  ocean  ;  I  voted  aceording» 
ly,  under  the  former  Administration,  until  I  Aniim 
the  land  was  to  be  taxed  to  build  ships  of  wsr. 
I  thought  it  time  then  to  pursue  a  difiereateoorse, 
and  althouffh  we  have  now  an  Administration  ia 
whom  I  pwce  the  most  unbotmded  confidcaee, 
and  my  sec^raphical  situation  is  changed  to  a 
part  of  the  United  States  by  £ur  the  most  inter- 
ested of  any  in  the  protection  of  the  eommerei^ 
enterprise  of  the  nation,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show, 
I  would  not  vote  for  money  for  the  NtLTj  wkack 
is  to  be  drawn  from  a  land  tax,  or  which  is  warn*' 
ed  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  GioTsmment 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  To  the 
other  dass  of  gentlemen  who  look  upon  thbsnb- 
jeot  in  a  light  different  from  me,  and  who  live  oa 
or  near  the  seacoast,  in  the  Middle  and  Sonthem 
States,  let  me  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  sel- 
dom seeing  the  want  of  shipping  to  carry  mway 
the  jproduce  of  their  lands,  I  tear  they  feel  bat  li^ 
tie  n>r  those  who  are  differently  situated.  I  hate 
often  heard  those  gentlemen  say,  that  '^we  as  a 
'  nation  have  no  business  on  the  ocean ;  there  aft 
'  foreigners  enough  who  wish  to  carry  our  pco- 
^  duce  to  their  own  countries ;  let  them  do  so,  ips 
*  have  employment  enough  for  our  people  on  the 
<  land ;  let  them  till  the  ground."  But,  sir,  tkm 
Western  people  cannot  say  that  foreigners  will 
carrv  away  their  prodaoe;  and  as  for  our  Easasn 
brethren,  who  have  not  the  most  productive  soil, 
they  are  blessed  with  industrious  hands  and  peo- 
lific  wives;  they  have  already  a  plentiful  popu- 
lation, whose  adventurous  and  enterprising  genms 
has  led  them  to  be  familiar  with  the  seas,  frooi 
the  neighborhood  of  the  north  to  that  of  the 
south  pole.  To  the  northwest  coast  of  Ameriat 
they  are  no  strangers.  Kamschatka,  Japan.  Chi- 
na, and  the  Indian  seas,  are  nearly  as  familiar  to 
them  as  the  Mediterranean,  the  Saltic,  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  or  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  In  the  eon8tra»> 
tion  of  ships  they  stand  behind  no  people  on 
earth.  They  claim  a  right  peaoeaUy  to  navigate 
the  seas  in  all  their  lawful  and  honest  pursuits ; 
they  have  a  claim  on  the  nation  for  every  reason- 
able support  of  that  right.  It  is  enough,  sir^  that 
they  have  to  encounter  the  dan^r  of  the  boister- 
ous elements,  on  which  they  toil  for  our  comfort 
and  accommodation.  It  is  too  much  for  us  tame- 
ly to  suffer  to  be  added  to  those  dangeis  tko  dtp* 
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ledatioDs  of  robbers  aod  freebooters.    We  ought 
lively  to  be  prepared  to  protect  them  on  oar  own 
coasts.    In  the  mouths  of  our  own  harbors  our 
own  fellow-citizens  have  been  robbed  of  their 
hard-earned  pittance,  and  within  a  few  hours' 
travel  of  their  wives  and  their  families,  the  very 
men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  having  procured 
the  luxuries,  and  I  may  say,  the  necessaries  with 
which  our  tables  are  provided,  have  been  dragged 
by  a  cruel  banditti  into  the  service,  and  compelled 
to  fight  the  battles  of  those  whose  tender  mercies 
are  cruelties — the  very  nation  whose  soul  burns 
with  envy  at  the  prospect  of  the  rising  glory  of 
this.    How  lonff  is  all  this  to  be  borne  with  ? 
How  long  ought  it  to  be  borne  with,  sir?    On 
the  other  hand,  I  may  be  asked,  how  is  it  to  be 
leaiedied  ?     In  that  case  I  will  answer,  it  may  be 
long  before  it  can  be  completely  remedied ;  in  the 
meantime  every  reasonable  effort  in  our  power  is 
due  frcMU  us.    Some  gentlemen  say,  let  us  defend 
ear  commerce  by  treaties;  we  will  refuse  our 
custom  to  Britain ;  we  will  not  receive  hex  unne- 
ecssary  manufactures,  unless  she  will  give  up  our 
seamen  and  recognise  our  rights.  I  also  say,  treat, 
sit  *,  I  say  punish  those  who  invade  your  rights 
by  non-ifflportatioB  laws,  as  far  as  that  will  go, 
hot  with  all  the  treaties  we  can  make,  I  should 
like  to  see  a  demand  made  by  a  commander  of 
an  American  ship  of  superior  force,  on  our  coast, 
en  a  commaBder  of  a  British  shfp,  for  the  sur- 
lender  of  the  American  citizens  on  board  his 
ship  who  had  mot  voluntarily  enlisted.    In  that 
sase,  with  a.  treaty  on  your  side,  you  might  look 
for  a  compliaoce.    Some  gentlemen,  who  ptaee 
their  coDfidence  in  treaties,  expect  that,  Bona* 
parte  having  reduced  the  British  pride  by  his 
conquests  in  Qermany,  the  British  Court  will  be 
^i^ed  to  acknowledge  the  principle  of  free  ships 
making  free  goods.    I  have  heard  talk  of  a  con- 
vention of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Powers  whose 
commerce  is  endangered  by  the  pernicious  prin- 
•ijples  and  the  pow^ful  grasp  of  Britain,  and  that 
this  nation  ought  to  have  a  representation  in  that 
wmventioD,  which  is  to  force  on  Britain  the  prin- 
eiples  of  the  mrmed  neutrality  of  1780.    If  ever 
there  is  to  be  such  a  convention,  it  must  consist 
of  those  nations  who  can  compose  an  armed  neu- 
trality.   If  the  Legislature  of  this  country  set 
their  faces  against  the  increase  of  their  naral 
strength^  what  pretensions  can  we  have  to  a  rep- 
i«0entation  in  the  convention  sitting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  agreeing  on  and  demanding  the  princi- 
ples of  the  armed  neutrality  ?    I  confess  m  that 
oase  I  see  none.    But,  sir,  let  it  Jl)e  known  that 
you   have  determined   to  increase  your  naval 
strength,  with  the  increase  of  your  means,  and 
your  representative  will  stand  on  a  very  respect- 
^le  footing  in  such  a  convention,  if  there  should 
M  any  such.    I  have  but  little  hope  of  such  a 
convention.    I  believe  Bonaparte  thirsts  for  uni- 
Jetsal  domftaioB ;  now  he  has  got  the  wav  open 
^  such  a  convention  we  hear  nothing  or  it.    I 
believe  he  will  let  conventions  talk  whue  he  acts, 
^d  I  believe  he  will  attempt  to  possess  himself  of 
jhe  British  navy,  by  seizing  on  their  masters  in 
t^oadonj  and  should  he,  UMtr  the  smiles  of  for- 


tune, who  has  hitherto  proved  his  friend,  be  able 
to  get  posseiision  of  that  navy,  he  Will,  in  defi- 
ance of  conventions  and  armed  neutralities,  dic- 
tate to  the  nations  of  the  earth  terms  more  se- 
vere than  that  nation  now  does  who  claims  to  be 
mistress  of  the  ocean.  But,  sir,  this  is  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  with  mere  conjecture ; 
I  will  talk  of  reality.  It  is  really  well  under- 
stood at  this  day,  that  treaties  unsupported  by 
power  are  no  longer  regarded  by  the  nations  who 
make  them  than  they  comport  with  their  interest, 
Elither  party  will  break  them  when  interest  dic- 
tates. How  many  evidences  have  we  had  of  the 
troth  of  this  position  during  the  little  time  this 
nation  has  existed  ?  The  very  statute  book  on 
your  table  contains  a  law  of  the  United  States 
entitled,  "An  act  to  declare  the  treaties  hereto- 
fore concluded  with  France  no  longer  obligatory 
on  the  United  States."  Has  it  not  during  this 
session  been  proposed  to  repeal  the  British  treaty? 
If  it  has  not  been  proposed  in  due  form,  it  has 
been  much  talked  about,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  those  who  sanc- 
tioned that  treaty,  by  a  vote  for  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  He,  I  believe,  has  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  repealed. 

I  say,  make  treaties,  sir,  but  after  making  trea- 
ties, the  sure  way  to  have  them  respected  is  to 
be  able,  in  some  degree,  to  enforce  them.  It  is 
certainly  in  our  power  to  give  that  protection 
to  our  commerce  on  our  coast,  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring seas,  which  can  suppress  and  keep  in  awe 
all  pirates  and  robbers,  let  their  ships  be  large  or 
small.  I  am  far  from  expectiufjf  that  this  young 
nation  can  meet  the  whole  British  force  on  the 
elfement  they  have  long  called  their  own ;  but  I 
wish  the  Legislature  to  dispose  of  a  considerable 
share  of  the  present  and  the  future  increasing 
surplus  of  the  revenue  in  providing  for  that  de- 
fence which  our  commerce  stands  in  so  much 
need  of.  But  some  gentlemen  ^y,  if  we  build 
74-gun  sh)p«,  we  build  them  for  the  British ;  have 
we  not  built  frigates  without  building  them  for 
the  British  1  Have  we  not  safb  harl^s  for  our 
ships  to  retire  to  whenever  a  superior  fleet  of  any 
nation  visits  our  coast?  Visit  it  is  all  thev  can 
do,  and  while  they  are  uncomfortable  abroaa,  our 
naval  force  may  be  comfortable  at  home,  and  out 
again  when  the  superior  force  retires.  Can  we 
be  excused  in  doing  nothing  at  all,  because  we 
cannot  do  everything,  because  we  are  not  able  im» 
mediately  to  create  a  fleet  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  nation?  Shall  we  sit  down  with  folded 
hands,  determined  to  bear  every  insult,  every  in- 
jury, and  every  degradation  that  shall  be  offered  ? 
No,  sir,  I  hope  net.  I  believe  this  nation  is  des- 
tined, at  some  future  day,  to  wrest  the  trident 
from  the  very  same  band  that  now  holds  it.  It 
is  my  wish  to  see  my  coadjutors  of  this  day  pos- 
sessed of  a  share  of  that  patriotic  enthusiasm 
which  will  prepare  the  way,  and  lead  to  the 
speedy  completion  of  that  glorious  event.  But 
sir,  it  has  been  often  said  that  the  maintenance  or 
a  naval  force  is  impracticable  in  a  free  country ; 
that  impressment  must  be  resorted  to,  and  impress- 
ments constitute  slavery. 
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Are  DOt  many  of  the  principles  of  our  Consti- 
tution new,  as  they  respect  ancient  or  modern 
republics  ?  Has  not  our  own  experience  and  pro- 
gress in  the  business  of  goTernment  been  a  con- 
stant contradiction  to  theories  and  theorists? 
Are  you  not  told  at  this  day  that  a  republican 
form  of  government  cannot  be  supported  in  Eu- 
rope, notwithstanding  the  example  of  this  nation 
before  their  eyes? 

Because  Britain  is  obliged  to  make  use  of  a 
press-^nff  to  man  her  fleet,  which  goes  abroad  in 
pursuit  of  conquests,  in  which  the  lires  of  poor 
fellows  are  sported  away,  who  have  no  interest 
in  the  issue,  shall  it  he  said  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  press  our  gallant,  our  patriotic  sea- 
men ?    No,  sir.    Our  sailors  are  the  children,  not 
the  outcasts  of  the  nation ;  they  will  volunteer  to 
cruise  in  the  neighboring  seas  to  defend  their  own 
gallant  comrades,  and  the  property  of  the  men 
who  give  them  employ.    No,  sifi  we  can  never 
have  occasion  to  press  sailors.    The  same  fishe- 
ries which  have  long  been  the  boasted  nursery  for 
British  sailors  lie  at  your  door,  and  will  always 
give  employment  in  time  of  peace  to  our  sea- 
men ;  we  have  an  immense  coasting-trade,  which 
is  a  school  for  seamen ;  we  shall  find  seamen  at 
fast  as  we  shall  build  ships,  and  so  far  do  our  sea- 
men exceed  all  others,  that  American  ships  are 
navigated  with  about  half  the  hands  that  are  em- 
I^oyed  by  any  other  nation  to  navigate  ships  of 
equal  burden.  But  suppose,  sir,  that  ail  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  should  be  regularlv  re^btered  and 
arranged  into  divisions  and  subdivisions^  on  a 
well-regulated  marine  militia  system,  subject  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  their  respective  tours  of  duty 
as  the  land  militia  are.    For  my  part  I  wish  this 
may  be  done ;  no  man  can  doubt  the  Justice  or 
nracdcability  of  such  a  measure.    If  this  should 
DC  called  impressment,  then  ordering  out  the  land 
militia  may  be  called  impressment.    If  it  is  a 
hardship  for  a  sailor  to  be  obliged  to  ffo  a  three  or 
four  months'  cruise  in  defence  of  his  and  h|^ 
country's  rights,  for  wages  fixed  on  by  the  Qot- 
emment,  is  it  not  also  a  hardship  for  a  militia- 
man to  be  ordered  out  and  obliged  to  march  five 
hundred  or  one  thousand  miles  m  defence  of  his 
own  and  his  country's  rights?   I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge  with  regard  to  what  sized  vessels  are 
best  for  the  defence  of  our  commerce,  but  that 
we  ought  to  attempt  to  defend  it,  I  most  reli- 
giouslv  believe.    One  reason  that  induces  me  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  now  under  consideration 
is,  that  I  incline  to  think  it  may  be  well  to  have 
some  ships  of  all  sizes ;  another  is.  the  resolu- 
tion comes  before  us  sanctioned  by  tlie  opinion  of 
a  respectable  committee  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
whose  iud^ment  in  matters  of  this  kind  I  confide 
more  than  in  my  own.    In  his  communication  to 
this  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 
bringinjr  to  our  view  the  pillaged  and  expoi^ 
state  of  our  commerce,  he  expressed  himself  in 
these  words :  "  Considerable  provision  has  been 
'  made  under  former  authorities  from  Congress 
'  of  materials  for  the  construction  of  ships  of  74 
'  guns ;  these  materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the 


^  future  will  of  the  Legislature.  An  immednte 
'  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  arms  is  iko 
'  submitted  to  your  determination."  I  am  soie 
that  no  member,  who  considered  the  Utter  met- 
sure  as  recommended  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  can  say  the  former  cUuse  is  not 
also  a  modest  recommendation  of  the  Presided 
to  use  the  materials  and  build  the  Ti's.  Coi^ 
erable  of  those  materials  spoken  of  by  the  Prn- 
dent  are  unfit  for  any  other  use  than74-ganihipL 
This  I  have  from  the  best  authority. 

This  nation,  sir,  has  been  called  a  great  hai 
animal,  and  it  nas  been  wittily  said,  that  she  mot 
keep  out  of  the  water  lest  the  shark  bite  off  her 
proboscis :  but,  sir,  if  I  may  be  bdolged  inp- 
phetic  allegory,  I  will  say  this  nation  shall  ke 
like  unto  a  grand  mammoth,  beaver,  the  msim 
of  her  sagacious  head^  and  the  industry  of  hut 
powerful  claws,  shall  raise  her  agricalnire  aad 
numufaotures  to  grandeur  indescrirable;  ierrir- 
ers  directed  into  canals,  fiowing  regobiiy,  lile 
the  blood  in  the  veins  wid  arteries  of  a  gretttai- 
mal,  shall  waft  to  and  from  the  centre,  and  fron 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  her  internal  comBoea 
created  and  supported  by  her  highly  improrel 
arts  and  manufactures  ^  her  broad  rack,  extendiag 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  npholdiojjf  oie 
thousand  fine  towns  and  cities,  painted  with  all 
the  variegated  colors  of  a  landscape,  shall  teem 
with  all  the  richest  productions  of  tne  glokej  ^ 
shall  be  intersected  with  oieful  roads  aod  mort 
magnificent  causeways;  she  shall  support,  in  a 
style  of  comfort  and  accommodation  heretofore 
unknown  to  anv  nation,  one  hundred  miltiois  of 

ale,  free  ana  happy.  In  those  dajs  she  skill, 
e  exercise  of  her  mighty  and  mseatorx  tail, 
sweep  from  the  ocean  the  pirates  oferery  nation 
and  she  shall  giv«  the  ffrateful  and  consentiis 
world  a  commentary  on  the  laws  of  nations,  oot- 
tained  in  six  words,  namely:  Man  shall  peieei- 
bly  occupy  the  seas. 

I  believe,  sir,  I  have  as  great  a  desire  to  deierre 
and  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  this  Hove  tt 
most  members  in  it;  but  unfortunately  my  teal 
in  whatever  I  4Mm  important  to  the  natioo,  has 
led  some  ffentlemen  at  times  to  attribute  to  00 
motives  which  never  govern  me.  On  thiiocca* 
sion  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  tke  Com- 
mittee with  an  explanation  of  that  highiiteic^ 
which,  in  the  outset,  I  obMrved  the  Western 
country  had  in  the  question  before  the  Cominit- 
tee.  When  I  have  done  tbia  I  will  reit  on  the 
candor  of  every  gentleman  to  attribute  mf  j^ 
to  the  true  motive— the  interest  of  the  pcoiM  1 
have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  neither  wish  nor  expect  to  haveseventy-fojff' 
gun  ships  built  on  the  Western  waters.  The 
shoals  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  will  not 
suffer  them  to  go  to  sea  if  they  were  built  diere; 
besides  which,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  boilj 
nearer  to  the  eye  of  the  Government;  but  sir,  I 
have  a  more  powerful  motive— I  meaa  the  i^ 
terest  the  Western  country  has  in  the  sale  m 
the  price  of  merchant  ships.  - 

It  is  too  well  known  to  need  proof  or  ezpttM" 
tion,  that  the  Western  country  has,  for  soma 
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years  past,  raited  more  produce  for  exportation, 
sccordiDg  to  the  namber  of  working  hands,  than 
any  other  part  of  the  United  States,  and  that  ex- 
portation from  that  country  is  increasing  in  a 
ratio  nearly  equtfl  to  its  population.  It  is  also 
well  known  that  neither  foreign  nor  domestic 
shippers  will  come  to  purchase  our  produce  at 
onr  warehouses.  No,  sir,  w%  do  not  boast  of  being 
able  to  get  rid  of  oar  produce  with  the  same  con- 
Teaience  the  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States 
can.  We  hare  to  carry  it  ouraelres  many  thou- 
sand miles  before  we  can  find  a  purchaser,  and 
then  too  often  to  a  very  low  market,  for  want  of 
shipping  at  New  Orleans  to  carry  it  from  there. 

Flat-bottomed  boats  of  fifteen  tons  burden  have 
ffeoerally  been  used  for  carr^fing  this  produce 
down ;  the  average  price  of  which  is  one  hundred 
dollars;  five  men  are  employed  at  the  average 
priee  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  it  costs  at 
least  one  hundred  dollars  to  support  the  hands 
down  and  to  support  the  supercargo  while  at 
Orleans,  and  one  hundred  dollars  more  may  be 
set  down  for  insurance.  This  is  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  the  freight  of  fifteen  tons ;  the  flatboat 
is  set  adriA,  or  sold  for  the  price  of  firewood  at 
most. 

Within  a  short  time  ship  building  has  been 
commenced  on  the  Western  waters.  It  is  found 
that  ten  hands  can  navi^te  a  ship  of  two  or  three 
hundred  tons  burden  easier  and  with  more  safety 
.than  five  hands  can  navigate  a  fiatboat  of  fifteen 
'  tons.  There  is  now  a  ship  of  450  tons  at  the  falls 
of  Ohio;  she  will  carry  as  much  as  thirtv  flat- 
boats  when  navigated  by  twelve  hands ;  this  will 
save  in  the  construction  of  flatboats  $3,000;  she 
win  save  the  wages  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  men.  which  is  $13,800  more,  besides  th^ 
aarinff  to  tne  country  of  the  labor  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eiffht  men  three  months  at  least,  who 
may  be  usefully  employed  in  raising  another  crop. 
She  will  save  $6,000  in  the  provision  for  the 
hands  and  in  the  insurance.  Suppose  this  ship  to 
he  loaded  with  4,500  barrels  of  flour,  and  suppose  we 
throw  ofi'from  the  $22,800  calculated  to  be  saved, 
ft4,800  for  the  extra  wages  of  the  ship's  hands 
down  and  for  insurance.  The  saving  between 
carrying  down  a  barrel  of  flour  in  this  way  and 
in  the  usual  wjiy  of  flatboats  is  four  dollars  at 
least— a  very  pretty  saving,  indeed,  sir,  in  a  coun- 
try where  flour  has  often  oeen  sold  under  three 
dollars  a  barrel.  A  proportionate  saving  will  be 
made  in  the  carriage  of  oeef,  pork,  cotton,  hemp, 
tobacco,  and  almost  every  other  article  that  we 
^end  to  market  If  the  Government  extends  that 
proteotion  to  commerce,  which  will  hold  up  the 
price  of  American  built  ships^  this  saving  will  be 
eonttnued ;  if  that  protection  is  withheld!  this  im- 
portant saving  must  be  lost  to  us ;  and  although, 
at  the  outset,  a  considerable  share  of  the  saving 
goes  into  the  pocket  of  themerchant,  it  must,  if 
tne  business  of  ship  building  increases,  as  we 
would  fain  hope  it  will  it  must,  I  say,  eventually, 
hy  the  enhancement  of  the  price  of  produce,  go 
into  the  pocket  of  the  farmer. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  itself  could  have  very 
eottveniently  spared  500,000  bushels  of  Indian 


com  last  year,  to  be  sent,  at  a  great  profit,  to  the 
Atlantic  States,  where  it  seems  it  was  much 
wanted,  had  she  had  sea  vessels  to  send  it  in. 
She  could  do  the  same  this  year ;  yet  some  per- 
sons who  ventured  to  take  corn  down  in  flat- 
boats  last  year  to  New  Orleans,  could  find  no  ve»- 
sels  to  ship  it  in,  and  it  was  there  sold  for  less 
than  half  a  dollar  a  bushel,  while,  in  some  of  the 
Atlantic  ports,  it  sold  for  more  than  two  dollars, 
and  many  of  them  but  little  short  of  it.  Thus 
some  of  our  adventurers  were  ruined,  and  all  in- 
jured in  a  very  laudable  enterprise. 

The  State  in  whose  representation  I  have  the 
honor  of  bearing  a  part,  includes  the  river  Ohio 
for  near  nine  hundred  miles ;  it  borders  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  includes  one-half  of  that  river, 
about  seventy  miles;  scarce  a  mile  the  whole 
length  this  way  but  a  site  for  a  skip  yard  can  be 
found ;  from  the  bosom  of  that  State  seven  fine 
large  rivers  discharge  themselves  into  the  Ohio ; 
on  all  which  sea  vessels  may  be  built,  and  from 
thence  floated  into  the  ocean.  Our  white  oak, 
walnut,  mulberry,  cedar,  and  locust  timber,  of 
which  we  have  an  inexhaustible  supply,  is  ex^ 
oeeded  by  none  on  the  continent.  The  timber 
on  our  b^t  lands,  which  are  to  be  speedily  culti- 
vated, will  be  destroyed,  and  no  benefit  derived 
from  it,  unless  used  within  a  few  years.  Our 
mountains  abound  in  iron  ore  and  stone  coal,  to 
which  there  are  fine  streams  for  water-works  ad- 
iacent.  No  State  in  the  Union  at  this  time,  I 
believe,  produces  half  as  much  hemp  as  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  culture  of  that  article  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  many  parts  of  the  Western  country. 

If,  sir,  the  statements  I  have  made  are  correct, 
and  I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  their  authenticity, 
it  must  be  seen  that  no  portion  of  the  nation  is 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  protection  of  its  com- 
merce as  the  Western  people.  The  laws  and 
relations  of  other  commercial  nations  not  al- 
lowing American  built  ships  to  be  naturalized, 
their  subjects  or  citizens  seldom  buy  our  ships; 
the  strong  current  of  the  Mississippi  does  not 
allow  them  to  come  back  to  us,  and  without  the 
aid  of  Qoverament  in  protecting  the  commerce  of 
the  nation,  the  American  merchant  cannot  afford  to 
buy  them ;  so  that  just  as  we  have  entered  on  thf 
ship  buildfing  business,  and  beginning  to  see  its 
utility,  without  that  aid  and  protection  we  shall 
be  thrown  back  on  our  flatboat  Isystem,  by  which 
one-half  the  value  of  our  produce  is  expended  in 
carrying  it  to  a  place  of  shipment. 

In  another  and  more  important  point  of  view 
the  people  of  the  Westei:n  country  are  more 
deeply  interested  in  the  nation's  having  some  line- 
of-battle  ships  than  any  part  of  the  Union.  The 
produce  of  that  whole  country,  watered  by  one 
one  hundred  navigable  rivers,  must  empty  into 
the  Bay  of  Mexico  at  one  narrow  pass.  Any  na- 
tion with  whom  we  have  a  difference,  possessing 
a  single  line-of-battle  ship,  may  block  up  that 
pass ;  our  frigates,  whose  timbers  and  whose  metal 
are  inferior  to  those  of  a  aeventy-four,  cannot 
meet  her  on  equal  terms.  Thus,  while  the  na- 
tion is  without  ships-of-the-line,  as  they  are 
c^ed,  the  merchants  who  exppt$  the  produce  of 
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the  Western  eoontry  are  momeDdy  exposed  to 
rain,  and  our  prodace  Is  subject  to  perisn  on  the 
hands  of  the  farmer  for  want  of  a  market.  This 
argument  may  be  said  to  apply  to  New  York  or 
some  other  Atlantic  port ;  but,  sir,  it  applies  in  a 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  Western  country ;  the  block- 
ing up  of  one  of  the  Atlantic  ports  would  in- 
crease the  busiaess  of  another,  and  although  there 
might  be  great  injury  done  hy  such  blockade,  it 
would  not  ruin  the  whole  Eastern  country,  as 
must  be  the  case  with  the  Western  country  in 
blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  sunbeams  of  commerce  have  just  began 
to  bless  the  Western  hemisphere  with  her  genial 
ftftd  fkaeinatiog  smiles  by  the  introduction  of  ship 
building;  but  the  late  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  cause  a  darkening  cloud 
to  hang  orer  our  prospects,  and  all  our  fond  hopes 
are  in  daoffer  of  being  blasted  by  what  I  call  a 
narrow  and  illiberal  policy.  I  pray  God  roost 
ferrently  to  open  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  gentle- 
nen  on  this  imporunt  subject. 

Mr.  Lton's  amendment  was  disagreed  to^ 
yeas  28. 

When  the  section  offered  by  Mr.  Dawson  was 
lM[ewise  disagreed  to-*yeas  40,  nays  54. 

A  new  section  offered  by  Mr.  R.  Nblaon.  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  sell  such  of  the  national 
Teasels  as  io  his  opinion  shall  be  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  to  mak^it  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
not  to  repair  the  same,  was  agreed  to — yeas  63 
nays  35. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  the  House  took  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Messrs.  J.  Clat,  R.  Nelson,  and  Bedinobr, 
■opported  j  and  Messrs.DAWSON,  VarnuMjOreoo, 
Dana,  and  BLMsa,  opposed  this  motion,  which 
wa»  disagreed  to^yeas  24,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

TiAS^-Isaae  Anderson,  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bed- 
Inger,  Robert  Brown,  Christopher  Clark,  Jowph  CUy, 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Peter  Earlr,  Pe- 
tMon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  HamUton,  Michael 
^eib,  Patrick  Magmder,  Roger  Nekon,  John  Rea  of 
renn^lvama,  Jaoob  Ritehanis,  ThoBMs  Sandford,  8am- 
?f  I  ^^Ul*.  '^'Jwd  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alezinder 
Wilson. 

«  N/^'^—Evan  Afexander,  WUlis  Alston,  jr^  JoseiA 
Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas 
Blount,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
John  ClopKm,  Frederick  Conrad.  Ordbard  Cook,Rich- 
ard-Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dav- 
enport, junior,  John  Dawson,  James  ElUot,  Caleb  El- 
lis, Bbenczcr  Elmer,  William  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes, 
^cs  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles 
Go  dsborouth,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SUas 
fials^,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
liam  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
JerMiiah  Morrow,  Jobn  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely, 
OordoB  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, iunior,  Gideon  Olin.  Timothy  Piikin,  junior,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincv,  JoJiu  Ru8«jJl,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  8amBoaa»  Martin  G.  dcbsneman,  Jaa.  Sloan, 


John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  JoNpk 
Stanton,  Samnel  Taggart,  Bemamin  Tallmadge,  San. 
nel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  ThooipMi, 
Uii  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiffiiB 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamoin,  Paleg  Wtdi. 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Marmadnke  WiUiamt,  Naiha 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wimtoo. 

Mr.  Masters  tben^noved  to  amend  the  hill,  bf 
striking  out.  in  the  third  line  of  the  afonstidiint 
section  of  the  bill,  the  words  <'  one  hoadied  aid 
fifty  thousand,''  and  insertiofi^  in  lien  theieottki 
words  <<  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousaad ;''  wliek 
passed  in  the  negatlre — yeas  31,  nays  71,  u  lioi> 
lows: 

TxAs— John  Blake,  junior,  Orehard  Cook,  SiBiel 
W.  Pana,  John  Davenport,  juniof,  OaM  £Uii,tlt 
liam  Ely,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Bmtk 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  UuUn,Joo^ 
than  O.  Mosely,  Ghirdon  S.  Mumford,  Jeraaiifclfdm^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  JoittSw4 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  6.  SchoM- 
man,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadfe,8iBMl 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  TlioiD(i«»,Un 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  VaaBeM*- 
laer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  hue 
Anderson.  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.M 
inger,  Barnabas  BidweU,  Thomas  Blonift,  MtA 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  OkiborB^ 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Glaj,  Mi 
Clopton.  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Cofingtoa,  fie^ 
ard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Mft 
James  Elliot,  Ebeneser  Efaner,  John  W.  Eppei,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Jai.  M*  (^ 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn*  Ed- 
win  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L.  Gieen*  J<^  B>>^ 
ilton,  David  Hobnes,  Walter  Jones,  John  LoM 
Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis»  inn.,  Patrick  Ungrtk, 
William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thoa.  Um 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro^  Nelson,  Tb» 
Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Biiir 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Bheaof  Tm- 
neasee,  Jacob  Richards,  Gliomas  Sandford,  Jtf-  ^SmM, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  EtaxjMr 
ard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  fm  B. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill,  Bobat 
WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmadoke  WOliai^ 
Alexander  Wihion,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joiejib  Win- 
ston. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  tfceimen*" 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Wbdw  ESDAY,  April  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  fortifying  the  ports  tt^ 
harboi's  of  the  Uoited  States,  and  for  bailding 
gunboau,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  fifth  ultimo,  preseatedt 
bill  adding  to,  and  amending  the  dinereat  acts « 
February  twenty-seventh,  imd  March  third,on« 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  Maf  thud, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  '^coacerB- 
ing  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act  of 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hnodred  afid 
^Ye,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of 
Oeorgetown  $  which  waiLJC^d  twio,  W<l  ^^^ 
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milled  lo  a  Cominitlee  of  the  wliole  HoiMe  to- 
monow. 

REDEMPTION  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  retolred  itself  into  a  Coiamittee  of 
the  Whole,  oo  the  bill  sapplementary  to  the  act, 
entitied  **Aq  act  making  provision  for  the  re* 
demplioQ  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  Stales.*' 

The  Craibbean  proceeded  to  read  Ihe  bill  until 
he  came  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections,  which 
anthorifle  the  CommissioDers  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  appoint  one  agent  in  London,  and  another  in 
Amstetdam,  to  receive  subscriptions  and  transfers, 
and  to  issue  new  certificates ;  and  to  enable  the 
kelders  of  old  six  per  cent,  deferred,  or  three  per 
cent*  stocks,  who  may  become  subscribers  to  the 
new  stock  either  in  the  United  States  or  in  Eu- 
rope, and  who,  on  the  first  day  of  April  aeit^  and 
on  the  day  of  the  subscription,  shall  be  resident 
in  Burope,  to  receive  the  interest  on  their  stock, 
either  in  the  United  States,  or  at  London,  or  in 
Amsterdam. 

Mr.  Yarkom  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec« 
tion. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Davbnport. 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  and  disagreed 
to— ayes  84,  noes  42. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Ranbolph,  the  compen- 
sation allowed  to  each  of  the  above  agents  was 
fixed  at  93;000— ayes  48. 

The  eighth  sectton  wasTead  as  follows  : 

8xc.  8.  And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That,  from 
•nd  aftar  the  first  day  of  April  next,  whenever  it 
Aall  be  necessary  to  issue  new  oertifioetes,  either  in 
lieu  of  such  c^tifieates  of  old  six  per  cent,  or  de- 
femd  stock,  as  may  be  lost  or  destroyed,  or  by  rea- 
•an  of  a  transfer  of  such  slock  fiom  a  stockholder  to 
another,  or  fron  the  books  9i  an,  office  to  those  of  ano- 
ther office ;  the  new  certificates,  instead  of  statbg  the 
Aoannal  anooat  of  stock  which  <»iginatiy  was,  but  is 
no  loagsr  the  snm  actually  due  by  the  United  Btates, 
aball  express  the  true  auMMint  of  the  annuity  due,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  cent  on  the  original  amount  of  prin- 
lapaly  at  the  time  when  it  shall  cease.  But  all  the  other 
pffOTidonf  heretofore  made  by  law,  and  now  in  force, 
reiatire  to  the  said  stocks,  shall  remain  in  full  force,  as 
if  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  form  of  the  cer- 
tificates ;  and  such  new  certificates  may  be  subscribed, 
in  conformity  with  the  proyisions  of  this  act,  a^ccording 
to  the  then  unredeemed  amount  of  the  principal  stock 
originally  due. 

Mr.  QuiNGY  moved  to  strike  this  section  out. 
under  the  impression  that  it  impaired  the  original 
eontiact  between  the  United  States  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors. 

Mr.  J.  RAxnoLPH  vindicated  the  section  against 
this  charge. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  think  it  impaired  the  original 
contract,  but  considered  it  superfluous,  as,  in  his 
opiAioB,  the  power  given  by  it  was  already  vested 
by  law  in  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
"when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  lost, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
tbac  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  the  con- 
Tenjon  of  three  per  e^l.  itook  into  six  per  oeot. 


with  "  sixty-two-a&d<«-half ;"  by  which  the  hoUter 
of  every  hundred  dollars,  in  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  is  entitled  to  receive  sixty-two-and-a-half 
dollars  of  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  CRO¥niu<i0BifiLD  opposed  this  motion,  as 
well  as  the  provision  for  converting  the  three  per 
cent,  into  six  per  cent,  stock,  under  the  idea  that 
it  would  be  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  defended  the  provision,  and  made 
a  detailed  argument^  to  show  that  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  declared  himself  in  hrot  of  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Jackson  spoke  affamst  it. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  advocated  this  part  of  the 
bill,  and  Mr.  Cbowninshield  replied ;  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johii 
Randolph  and  9steed  to — ayes  51,  noes  34. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Mumpord,  requiring 
the  agents,  before  they  enter  on  the  execution  of 
their  offices,  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  the 
diligent  execution  of  their  trusts,  and  requiriag 
them  to  give  bonds  in  one  or  more  sureties,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUaia-  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  quoted 
in  the  following  section,  with  a  view  of  restrain- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  present  three 
per  cento,  and,  under  the  impression  that,  in  the 
new  stock  proposed  to  be  created,  the  Government 
liberated  itselr  from  the  obligation  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the  principal  and  interest  heretofore 
sti|raiated : 

8bc.  1.  Be  tSf  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representathee  of  the  lAUed  States  of  America^  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  a  subscription  to  the  fiill 
amount  of  the  *<  dd  six  per  cent,  deferred  and"  three 
per  cent  stocks  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  proposed ; 
for  iHiich  purpose  bo^s  dudl  be  opeiMd  at  theTreaa- 
ury  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  several  Conuaie- 
i^nem  of  Loans,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  tocoa* 
tinue  open  until  the  seventeenth  di^  of  December 
next  £»Uowing,  indnsiTely,  the  feurteen  last  days  of 
each  quarter  excited,  for  such  parts  of  the  above-men- 
tioned descriptions  of  stock  as  shall,  on  the  day  of  sub- 
scription, stand  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  of 
the  several  Commissioners  of  Loans,  respectively; 
which  subscription  shall  be  efiected  by  a  transfer  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  such 
transfers,  of  the  credit  or  credits,  standing  on  the  said 
books,  and  by  a  surrender  of  t&e  certificates  of  the  stock 
subscribed. 

Mr.  John  Randolph  and  Mr.  J.  Clat  opposed 
this  motion,  and  denied  the  justice  of  the  observa- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Dana  :  when  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  was  lost  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 
several  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow— ayes  66. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  cer- 
tain time  the  first  section  of  the  aet»  entitled  '< An 
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act  further  to  protect  the  eommeree  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers," as  follows : 

8bc,  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^.y  That,  from  and  after  the 
—  day  of  —  next,  so  mnch  of  any  act,  or  acts,  as 
lays  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by 1%  repealed,  and  from  and  nAa  the  day  aforesaid, 
salt  shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States  free  of 
duty* 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  eaactedf  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Jannary  next,  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  allows  a  bounty  on  exported  salt  provisions, 
and  pickled  fiih,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of  Uie  duties  on 
^e  salt  employed  in  curing  the  same,  and  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  makes  an  allowance  to  the  owners 
and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of 
the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  by  the  same,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed. 

8ic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  mnch  of 
tfie  act,  passed  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1804,  entitled 
An  act  iurther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
&e  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,  as  is 
eontained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act,  be,  and 
Ihe  same  herel^  is,  continued  in  force  nntil  the  end^  of 
the  next  session  of  Ck>ngrees,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Q,uiNCY  moved  so  to  amend  the  first  section 
at  to  repeal  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  salt,addit^nal 
to  that  originally  imposed,  so  as  to  take  off  at  pres- 
ent the  duty  of  eight  cents  a  bushel.  He  said  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  taking  off  the  whole  duty 
on  salt  would  have  an  injurious  effect.  A  differ- 
ence of  twenty  cents  on  the  bushel  would  oper- 
ate very  seriously  on  those  who  had  already  made 
shipments.  It  was  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Legisla- 
tor to  avoid  making  such  sudden  changes  as  tended 
to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  mercantile  world 
in  the  stability  of  the  laws.  Whenever  changes 
were  made,  they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  grad- 
ual. Although  he  considered  the  general  effect  of 
this  measure  most  important,  yet,  by  too  sudden 
an  operation,  it  mi^t  affect  a  respectable  class  of 
Individuals  very  injuriously.  He  would  state  the 
effect  which  he  apprehended  it  would  have.  Sup- 
pose the  repeal  should  take  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  Julv.  A  cargo  of  salt  flenerally  averages  about 
four  thousand  bushels ;  the  prime  cost  at  Liver- 
pool was  about  eleven  cents  a  bushel.  The  cost  of 
the  cargo  would,  therefore,  be  only  $440 ;  the  duty 
would  amount  to  $800 ;  tne  freight,  ^.,  to  about 
91,000;  making  an  ag[gregate  of  $2,240,  which 
would  be  the  cost  in  this  country,  on  a  mercantile 
calculation,  supposing  the  present  duties  to  remain 
in  force.  The  present  price  of  salt  in  this  country 
was  about  fifty- three  cents  a  bushel,  which  would 
produce  somethinff  less  than  $2,240.  The  reason 
of  the  sum  for  wnich  it  is  sold  being  less  than 
that  it  costs  is,  that  salt  b  merely  made  use  of,  in 
most  cases,  as  a  return  cargo.  Taking  off  the 
duty  of  twenty  cents,  would  reduce  the  price  to 
thirty-three  cents  a  bushel,  which  would  detract 
$920  from  the  value  of  the  cargo,  and  would  be 
more  than  double  the  prime  cost  of  the  salt.  To 
80  great  a  reduction,  so  suddenly  made^  Mr.  CIdin- 
or  said  he  objected.  He  had,  he  said,  another 
reason  for  beiuff  against  the  section  as  it  stood. 
The  duty  on  salt  was  amon^  the  duties  pledged 
fot  the  payment  of  the  nattmiai  debt.    At  the 


time  this  pledge  was  made,  the  dutv  was  twelre 
cents.  The  additional  duty  of  eignt  cents  was 
afterwards  imposed.  His  object  was,  to  rednee 
the  existing  duty  eight  cents,  and  to  let  the  origi- 
nal duty  of  twelve  cents  stand,  at  least,  until 
some  notice  had  been  given  to  the  mercantfle 
world.  He  believed  that  a  reduction  <^  the  ditty 
was  highly  desirable,  and  would  be  very  popular. 
He  might  not,  perhaps,  object  to  an  entire  repeal 
if  time  were  allowed  him  to  consult  his  constim- 
ents,  some  of  whom  might  possibly  be  tnined  by 
it.  Ail  things  considered,  he  thought  it  woaM  be 
best  to  reduce  the  duty  at  present  eight  eents. 
(This  would  leave  Congress  at  liberty,  at  their 
next  session,  to  take  the  entire  repeal  into  cob- 
sideration,  which  might  bedone,  in  case  they  eoft- 
sidered  it  eligible. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  said  he  should  prafer  the 
taking  off  eight  cents,  rather  than  sulkring'  the 
duty  to  remain  as  it  stood  at  present;  bot  be 
hoped  the  whole  duty  would  be  taken  oSL  One 
of  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  to  taking  off 
the  whole  duty  was,  that  the  merchants  who  bave 
imported  salt  may  be  injured  bv  it,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  compete  with  those  wno  have  imported 
it  duty  free.  J3ut  this  amiment  opiated  two 
ways.  Did  it  not  apply  di&rently  when  the  duty 
on  salt  was  first  laid  i  At  that  time,  the  very 
man  who  now  loses,  gained  in  a  correspondent 
ratio.  To  his  mind,  Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  the  stran- 
^t  reason  on  earth,  if  this  nation  wre  in  a  ^lua 
tion  to  give  up  all  its  taxes,  that  it  should  be  said 
by  any  gentleman,  don't  repeal  the  laws  imposing 
them,  because  my  constituents,  the  merchanti, 
have  paid  duties  on  some  of  them.  If  so,  yoor 
taxes,  so  far  from  being  diminished,  may  go  oa 
increasing  ad  in/Snt/um.  But,  the  tmdi  is,  we 
have  the  same  right  now  to  take  off  the  duty  en 
salt  as  our  predecessors  had  to  lay  it  on. 

But  it  seems  that  the  original  duty  of  twdve 
cents  was  put  into  pledge  for  the  paymem  of  the 
national  debt.  We  were  told  the  same  thing  five 
years  agra  when  we  proposed  to  repeal  the  intenml 
taxes.  They  were,  however,  repealed  without  any 
violation  of  the  public  faith,  and  wherefore  7  The 
nation  has  contracted  a  debt  to  the  pubtie  creditor, 
and  so  long  as'.the  Government  finds  funds  where- 
with to  pay  it.' the  public  creditor  has  no  right  to 
ask  whether  we  take  it  from  our  coat  or  breeches 
pocket?  Whether  from  a  land  tax|,  an  excise,  or 
from  duties  on  imported  articles  ?  The  pledge  on 
out  side  is,  to  find  money.  If,  after  the  wepetl  of 
this  duty,  the  ways  and  means  for  the  payment  of 
this  debt  are  found  deficient^  I  agree  uat  we  are 
bound  to  make  good  the  deficiency.  But  what  do 
we  propose  ?  The  amount  of  the  duty  oa  salt  is 
less  than  $600,000^  and  at  the  same  time  that  wt 
take  this  ofi^  we  impose  a  duty  which  will  pro- 
duce a  million.  We  take  off  a  dutv  on  a  neeet- 
sary  of  life,  which  falls  peculiarly  heavy  on  dw 
poor,  and  on  agriculture,  and  lay  an  ad  valotea 
dut^  on  gauze,  catgut,  and  the  Lord  knows  what, 
which  produces  from  three  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lars more. 

Mr.  dmNor  asked  whether  a  dutv  whieh  pro- 
duced $860,000,  a  year,  wlueb  was  umitBd  to  cht 
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ind  of  the  oeit  session,  and  which  was  not  pledged 

0  th^  payment  of  the  national  deht,  could  be  con- 
idered  as  equiiralent  to  a  permanent  dutjr  of  half 
L  million;  imposed  by  an  act  which  could  not  be 
epealed  until  the  debt  was  paid  1  He  did  not 
biok  the  new  tax  was  a  substitute  of  equal  value, 
md  he  considered  it  one  of  the  objects  of  this 
»ill  to  set  rid  of  the  pledge  to  pay  the  debt. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  felt  disposed  to  give  every  credit 
a  gentlemen  in  their  professions  of  regard  to- 
wards the  public  debt.  The  answer  to  the  ob- 
ection  was  this :  A  certain  fund,  arising  from  the 
mpost,  was  pledged  to  the  payment  and  interest 
»f  the  debt.  An  act  had  passed  the  last  Congress 
ncreasiDg  the  fund  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
Vona  $7,200,000  to  88,000,000.  If  the  duty  on 
»alt  was  not  a  component  part  of  this  sum,  the 
>bjection  of  gentlemen  was  futile.    Now  it  was 

1  fact,  that,  so  much  as  this  sum  was  diminished 
>y  taking  off  the  $520,000  arising  from  the  duty 
)Q  salt,  so  much  was  it  increased  by  the  other 
iuty  proposed  to  be  laid  by  thb  act.  So  long  as 
he  taxes  pledged  exceeded  eight  millions,  the 
jk>vertiment  sacredly  regards  their  engagements. 
As  an  answer  to  all  the  sensibility  displayed  by 
rentlemen  for  the  public  faith,  permit  me,  said 
Vf  r.  C,  to  refer  them  to  a  resolution  proposed  in 
he  seventh  Congress,  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1802,  instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
^eans  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taking 
)S,  or  reducing,  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  coffee, 
md  bobea  tea.  Another  objection  urged  by  gen- 
ie men  is,  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  merchants. 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  consequence  of  it,  the 
)rice  of  salt  will  fall;  but,  would  not  this  have 
)een  the  effect  on  bohea  tea,  had  their  measure 
)een  successful?  The  effect,  however,  will  be 
^daal,  and  there  will  be  but  little  loss  sustained 
>y  any  one  individual,  as  the  price  will  begin  to 
all  immediately  on  taking  off  the  duty.  I  believe 
t  is  not  a  material  error  to  say,  that  the  traffic  is 
)rettv  much  in  the  hands  of  those  men  who  en- 
oyed  it  when  the  duty  was  laid ;  and  if  so,  those 
nrho  now  lose,  will  only  lose  as  much  as  they  be- 
bre  staiaed,  I  hope  the  blank  in  the  bill  will  be 
o  filled  as  to  give  six  months  notice  of  the  im- 
)06ition  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  Lton. — When  this  proposition  for  com- 
nutiw  the  Mediterranean  fund  for  the  salt  tax 
^as  £st  introduced.  I  thought  favorably  of  it. 
[  have  always  viewed  the  duty  on  salt  among  the 
nost  oppressive  taxes  invented  by  man,  although, 
(ince  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  the  people  I  have 
iie  honor  to,  represent  are  no  longer  burdened 
with  that  tax,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  it, 
Krbeo  it  ceases,  must  be  made  good  by  burdening, 
n  some  way  or  other,  my  constituents.  I  voted 
or  cpmmitting  the  proposition ;  but  sir,  when  I 
eflect  on  the  subject,  and  inquire  from  whence 
;omes  this  proposition,  I  am  compelled  to  hesit- 
te,  to  look  at  it  again  and  again,  and  ask,  (I  will 
ay  it  in  plain  English,)  whence  comes  this  thing  ? 
Vhat  is  it?  May  it  not  be  a  gilded  pill,  with  a 
ery  fair  outside,  but  containing  rancorous  poi- 
OQ  within  ?  Wnen  I  answer  to  myself  the  ques- 
ion,  where  it  comes  from  ?  I  am  obliged  to  say, , 
9th  CoH.— 34 


sir,  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Randolph) 
who,  in  the  presence  of  this  House,  and  of  the 
whole  nation,  has  declared,  himself  an  enemy  to 
the  present  Administration  ;  one  who  has  declared 
that  his  opposition  to  that  Administration  should 
cease  only  with  his  breath.  And  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on  this  same  sub- 
ject, (the  salt  tax,)  while  he  was  a  iViend  to  the 
Administration  ?  A  proposition  was  brought  for- 
ward, not  long  since,  by  another  gentleman,  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  one  whom  I  very 
much  respect,  (Mr.  Thomas:)  but,  says  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  I  have  thought  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  Speaker  and  myself  have  talked  it  over, 
and  it  will  not  do,  we  ought  not  now  to  act  upon  it. 
This  was  sufficient,  for,  at  that  time,  it  was  in- 
deed, a  knock-'em-down  argument.  What  was 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
1802,  when  a  motion  was  before  the  House  for 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt  7  He  would  not  suffer  the  question  to  be 
put,  and  urged  thje  previous  question ;  and  so 
much  opposed  was  he  to  touching  the  salt  tax,  that 
he  injudiciously  called  the  member  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  Bayaro)  to  order,  when  speaking 
against  the  previous  question.  Injudiciously,  I 
say,  because  the  Speaker  thought  so,  and  the 
Journal  says  the  Speaker's  opinion  was  confirmed 
by  the  House.  If,  sir,  I  was  opposed  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  intrusted,  and  was  possessed  of  what 
is  called  by  some  talents,  without  consistency, 
without  patriotism,  and  without  regard  to  truth^ 
I  would  endeavor  to  wrench  from  the  Executive 
the  means  of  paying  off  the  national  debi,  and 
then  I  would  exclaim  against  the  Executive  for  not 
doine  it.  I  would  take  from  them  the  means  of 
fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors,  and  of  defending 
the  commerce  of  the  nation,  and  then  I  would 
encourage  another  set  of  the  enemies  of  the  Ex* 
ecutive  to  make  an  uproar  about  the  protection  of 
commerce,  and  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  na- 
tion, while  I  bawled  out  let  commerce  defend  it- 
self, and  opposed,  by  every  art  in  my  power,  even 
the  means  of  their  obtaining,  by  n^otiation,  any 
redress  for  the  grievances  complained  of.  But, 
I  may  be  told,  sir,  that  this  measure  comes  re* 
commended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Is  not  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
(Mr.  J.  Ranoolph)  the  very  member  who  told  us 
a  few  days  ago  that  the  Hornet  could  not  sail  for 
the  want  of  a  stine  in  her  tail — for  want  of  a  land 
breeze  {  and  bad  the  hardihood  to  insinuate  to  us, 
that  he  had  kept  back  the  navy  appropriations,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  nation,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas  ?  I  do  not  speak  of  this  insinuation  on 
the  bare  evidence  of  my  own  ears,  or  my  own 
understanding;  many  gentlemen  who  were  pres- 
ent, have  assured  me  they  understood  the  insinu- 
ation as  I  did.  I  am  well  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  condescended  to  excul- 
pute  himself  on  the  ^core  of  holding  back  the  ap- 
propriatioiis,  and  in  a  way  that  looked  more  like 
awkwardness  than  anything  I  ever  saw  done  by 
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that  gentUman.  I  am  well  aware  that  he  has  en- 
deavored to  get  round  the  insinuation  that  I  speak 
o(j  but  I  have  set  all  this  down  on  the  same  side 
of  the  book  of  my  memory  that  I  do  many  other 
things  which  come  from  tne  same  quarter. 

Since  the  proposition  for  substituting  the  Med- 
iterranean fund  was  proposed  in  this  House,  a 
Message  has  been  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  informing  us  that  the  Tunisian 
Ambassador  has  made  a  demand  of  tribute,  on  the 
refusal  of  which  he  has  declared  that  war  must 
ensue,  which  tribute  has  been  refused^  so  that  we 
have  a  Tunisian  war  on  hand.  Believing,  as  I 
now  do,  sir,  that  the  Mediterranean  fund  is  want- 
ed for  the  same  use  it  was  originally  created, 
namely,  the  keeping  up  the  force  necessary  to  re- 
pel the  Barbary  Powers,  it,  therefore,  cannot  be 
consider^  as  a.  substitute  for  the  salt  tax ;  and 
determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  withhold  the  means 
from  an  Executive  that  I  confide  in,  an  Execu- 
tive more  popular  than  any  who  have  ever  had 
the  guidance  of  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  aiid.  in 
my  opinion,  most  deserving ;  however  mucn  I 
wish  to  reduce  or  altogether  do  away  the  duty  on 
salt,  I  will  not  vote  for  it  until  I  can  fairly  see 
that  so  much  of  the  revenue  as  it  produces  has 
become  unnecessary,  or  until  I  see  a  substitute, 
until  I  see,  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  an  equal 
portion  of  revenue  commff  into  the  Treasury  from 
another  quarter  less  burdeDsome  to  the  poorer 
sort  of  people.  Let  me  see  gentlemen  bring  for- 
ward a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  green  teas, 
on  high  priced  wines,  on  cambrics,  on  laces,  on 
bilks,  on  china  ware,  and  on  high  priced  linens 
and  woollens,  which  will  be  an  equivalent  to  the 
duty  on  salt,  with  a  section  at  the  bottom  repeal- 
ing the  duty  on  salt,  and  I  will  surelv  vote  for  it. 
But,  I  conclude,  the  gentlemen  will  not  have 
time,  within  the  two  or  three  days  they  have 
given  themselves  to  stay,  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject properly.  I,  for  myself,  wonder  why  gentle- 
men, who  feel  so  much  interested  in  this  subject, 
had  not  concerted  to  bring  the  thing  forward  ear- 
lier. There  certainly  has  been  time  enough ;  1 
cannot  think  it  can  receive  due  attention  at  this 
time,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  brouf^ht  forward  earlier 
in  the  next  session.  I  really,  sir,  should  not  dare 
to  go  home  and  tell  my  constituents  that  I  had 
toted  for  a  measure  which  was  calculated  to  leave 
the  Treasury  without  the  means  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  discharge  all  the  engag^ements  of 
the  Government.  To  the  present  Executive  the 
Western  people  impute  their  being  relieved  from 
the  odious  and  most  troublesome  of  all  taxes — the 
stamp  act  and  the  excise  act.  The  present  Ex- 
ecutive they  consider  as  an  inseparable  barrier 
between  them  and  land  taxes  and  sedition  laws. 
To  support  that  Executive  is  their  main  object 
at  present  in  electing  members  of  Congress.  So 
popular  is  the  present  Administration  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  most  iofluential  man  in  that  State 
could  not,  after  deserting  the  Administration, 
much  less  after  having  vowed  his  opposition 
should  cease  only  with  his  breath,  get  an  hundred 
votes  for  member  of  Congress. 

Whenever  a  man,  who  has  been  suspected  of  fed- 


eralism, offers  there  as  a  candidate,  the  firsLthing 
he  says  in  his  circular  letter  is,  that  he  is  a  frieo! 
to  the  present  wise  and  virtooas  Administntioo, 
and  he  pledges  himself  to  support  the  Execntire. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  the  present  BxeendTeb 
as  popular  in  some  other  States  as  in  Keotaekf, 
ana  tnat  the  election  screw,  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  use  the  phraseology  of  another  member 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clark,)  so  mach  talked  of 
in  this  House,  will  squeeze  some  geDtiemenis flat 
as  a  pancake,  before  the  first  of  May,  1807.  I  am 
sorry,  sir,  to  have  occasion  to  say  so  mQehtboot 
the  Executive.  It  is  well  known  to  every  gen- 
tleman, that  I  vote  as  independently  asanr  mu; 
bat,  sir,  I  have  had  some  small  share  in  eneetJBg 
the  change  which  broag^ht  forward  the  preMst 
men  and  measures.  I  have  never  repented  of  it; 
I  feel  interested  in  their  success,  and  so  loogis 
they  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  with  the 
same  share  of  wisdom  and  energv  they  bare  done, 
they  shall  not  want  for  the  small  miteofsapport 
which  I  can  give  them  in  their  execntinW 
tions.  I  can  view  this  business,  brongbt  bmA 
at  this  time,  in  no  other  light,  under  existing  ci^ 
dumstances,  than  an  ineffectual  grasp  at  popolvi- 
ty,  and  an  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Goremmat 
1  shall,  therefore,  oppose  it  in  every  stage  of  iti 
progress. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  said  that,  on  a  subject  so  iote^ 
esting,  and  which  had  been  vicww  in  seTcral 
lights  by  gentleman  who  had  preceded  luia,  be 
would  take  the  liberty  of  offfermg  a  few  idcai 
One  objection  to  the  meastire,  wmch  had  bea 
fully  answered,  was,  that  the  repeal  of  this  dW 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  fkith.  U,viR 
the  taking  off*  this  duty,  there  was  not  a  mw 
complete  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  pl^ 
creditor,  there  might  be  some  weight  in  this  ol- 
jection;  but,  as  there  was  a  full  and  eoDpf^ 
provision,  that  circumstance  ftirnishedasuftcieaj 
answer.  Another  objection  was,  that  the  repeal 
would  operate  injuriously  to  the  mercantile  it»t^ 
ests.  Tnis  applied  more  to  the  thne,  than  w 
thing.  He  was  aware  that  any  chaige  wnici 
affected  the  commerce  of  the  coontrv,  oupt  not 
to  be  instantaneous,  as  it  might  affect  existing 
speculations;  therefore,  when  theqa«^^.^ 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill,  he  shonld  be  in^ 
vor  of  a  day  considerably  distant.  A daty  on stj 
was  considered  by  everybody  as  an  injariow  aw 
burdensome  tax,  and  the  only  serioosjneatwn » 
had  ever  had  on  the  subject,  was,  at  whit  nme « 
would  be  safe  to  discontinue  it  Itipp^^'^°" 
him  that  this  was  a  convenient  time.  Being  ^ 
isfied  of  this,  he  should  vote  for  it,  and  aga»tf 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  or  a  part  of  w 
section.  He  believed  not  only  the  S^^^Ja^ 
pectation  of  the  revenue  would  justify  iherepflj 
but  that  it  would  operate  in  a  sUmarnnm^ 
all  classes  of  the  community.  It  was  burdeosojj 
in  the  interior,  more  so  than  on  the  seaboard  ;»■ 
it  was  on  the  agricultural  interest  that  {h«  P[" 
cipal  weight  fellj  it  had  been  cbeerfblJf  w^ 
only  under  the  impression  that,  as  soon  ascir 
cumstances  would  justify,  it  would  be  '^P^*^ 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  tf^nUemcp  wtied--^ 
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to  diminish  the  revenae,  to  scitvriip  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  they  were  satisfied  the  Adriainistra- 
tioD  could  get  afong  without  this  tax,  it  would 
weiffh  much  in  his  miod  in  favor  of  repeal ;  and, 
as  they  were  disposed  to  grapple  with  difficulties 
and  gaiQ  popularity,  he  helieved  he  would  gratify 
tbem  by  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  ^niNCY  said,  he  opposed  such  an  excessive 
redoction  of  this  duty  at  once,  not  only  on  the 

Sounds  he  had  stated,  but  on  other  grounds.  In 
assachusetts,  in  the  ne^borhood  of  Boston, 
Terr  extensive  manufactories  of  salt  had  been  es- 
tablished, under  the  idea  that  the  duty  would  be 
coDtinoea.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  measure 
nught  be  to  destroy  and  ruin  them. 

Mr.  Elmbr  was  opposed  to  both  motions  under 
eondderatton.  It  was  no  good  reason  for  contifi- 
aiQ^  a  tax,  becanse  particular  individnals  would 
be  injared  by  its  repeal,  as  they  knew,  at  the  time 
they  enterea  on  the  business,  the  right  of  theOov- 
emment  to  take  off  the  tax,  and  the  probability 
that  they  would  do  it  as  soon  as  the  puhlio  exi- 
gencies would  admit.  He  should  give  his  voiee 
decidedlv  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  it  bad  always 
been,  in  nis  opinion,  a  desirable  object,  when  it 
could  be  done  with  safety,  to  dispense  with  the 
tax:  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the 
Gbvernnoent,  it  could  be  safely  dispensed  with,  he 
thought  it  ought  now  to  be  done. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Lyon's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  which  was  disagreed 
t(H-yea  1. 

Hr.  dniNCT's  motion  to  amen4  the  section  was 
ikewise  disagreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Ram dolps,  the  blank,  rel- 
tiive  to  the  time  whea  the  duty  was  to  take  effee^ 
ns  filled  with  the  first  iay  or  October. 

The  third  section  was  then  read,  whieh  con- 
baed  the  MediterrasMMi  ftmd  liii  tlie  next  s6»- 
ionofCo{igress« 

Mr.  Alston  observed  that,  from  the  present  ap* 
)earaaee  of  things,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable 
hat  this  seetioB  fiiould  remain  as  it  was,  as  in  six 
weight  months  they  would  have  i^in  the  same 
Itmnd  to  travel  over.  His  object  was  perma- 
Kmtly  tosobstitute  the  Mediterranean  fund  for  the 
alt  tax.  He  bad  no  objection  to  make  the  ex- 
tfaange;  to  lake  off  the  perpetaal  tax  on  salt,  and 
qr  it  on  these  articlee.  He  thought  there  was 
10  danger  in  trusting  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
he  diseootinuane»<M  cheaot  iraposinr  them ;  and 
hit  as  long  as  there  was  a  necessity  for  uxes^ 
bese  subjects  of  taxation  were  as  anexcep^ioaa- 
le  IS  any  that  eould  be  laid«  When  they  were 
bout  to  strike  so  deeply  at  the  revenue,  they 
tight  to  be  certain  that  the  substitute  offered 
rould  justify  the  meamire.  For  these  reasons  he 
abmitted  a  motion  to  make  the  Mediterranean 
ind  perpetual.  He  thought  this  expedient,  as 
»e  tax  OB  salt  was  perpetual,  and  the  substituted 
IX  was  not  so  certain  as  that  on  salt.  With  re* 
iird  to  the  one,  very  little  variation  eould  take 
lace;  while  the  other  might  materially  change 
^ith  the  times. 
On  this  motion  tha  Oooimittaa  dividtd^yeat 


96,  nays  fiO^wben  the  Oommittee  rose  a»d  re*- 
ported  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  lock  the  report  iota 
consideration. 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  first  seo^ 
tion  with  the  first  of  October,  was  carried  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  Crowninshiei^  then  moved  to  amend  th^ 
liist  section,  so  as  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fbnd  for  three  years.  He  said  that  the  duty  on 
salt  fell  with  peculiar  hardship  on  those  who  were 
obliged  to  consume  it,  either  in  providing  for  their 
fiimilies  or  cattle.  It  amoanted  to  two  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  this  article.  As  there 
was  not  a  more  oppressive  tax  in  the  country,  he 
had  always  wish^  to  sea  tkt  ivveaue  in  sucn  a 
situation  as  to  justify  its  re)^eaL  He  thoaght  this 
was  the  case  at  pvesettt,  as  he  was  indirectly  in- 
formed that  the  revenae  far  the  present  vear  would 
exceed,  by  a  mtllioo,  the  amount  at  which  it  had 
been  calculated;  He  was,  however,  of  opinioa 
that  it  became  the  Government,  in  the  present 
posture  of  aiairs^  to  continue  the  Mediterraneaii 
fund  for  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  Jr  Randolph  hoped  the  amendment  wouM 
not  b«  agreed  to.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
the  right  of  giving  the  public  money  was  the 
sole  exclusive  right  of  that  branch  of  the  Legisia^ 
tore;  aad  that  when  they  mad^  grants  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  it  would  not  depend  cm  them  alone 
whether  they  should  be  revoked.  In  his  opiniooi^ 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  prac- 
tised on  its  true  principles,  that  House  ought  not 
to  give  the  public  money  oat  of  its  controL 
There  was  no  existing  cause  for  continuing  this 
fund  for  three  years,  or  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  contemplated  by  the  bill.  During  the  next 
session  there  wouldf  be  a  better  view  of  the  re- 
sources and  expenditures  presented;  and  it  might 
then  be  determined  what  arrangements  were  ne» 
oeasary  for  providing  the  wajrs  and  means  fot 
paying  the  mteresc  and  principal  on  the  Florida 
stock.  If  it  were  contemphited  by  gentlemen  to 
eontiona  this  itind  to  eke  «at,  and  by  anticipation 
to  provide  Ibr  the  defaleataan  of  that  day.  he  was 
not  disposed  to  alve  his  eonseiu  to  suoh  a  mea^ 
sore.  Let  gentlemen  then  devise  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  additional  expenses  they  may  iiava 
incurred.  It  is  not  a  true  principle,  said  Mr.  R.,  for 
this  branch  to  vote  money  in  this  way :  I  #aa 
going  to  say  od  infitdtum.  Let  us  recollect  how 
the  additional  duty  only  on  salt  was  laid.  Bight 
or  ten  years  ago  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a  duty  of 
so  many  cents  on  salt,  which  failed;  afterwards,  at 
the  heel  of  a  session,  when  there  was  a  thin  Honse^ 
it  was  proposed  to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  eight 
cents.  This  proposition  succeeded.  I  had  the  honor 
of  being  a  member  when  the  law  passed  for  contia- 
uing  this  duty  for  ten  yesrs.  I  do  not  now,  and  i 
trust  in  God  I  never  shall  forget  the  circumstan- 
ces attending  t^is  measure.  1  held  op  my  hands 
against  it  as  an  oppressive  tax,  and  said  i  hoped 
the  time  would  come  when  it  would  be  taken  off. 
That  time  has  come.  Let  us  not  now,  under  the 
pretanee  of  taking  off  half  a  mMon^^hang  t oojid 
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tke  neck  of  the  people  a  daty  of  nearly  double  the 
amount.  So  that  ttie  GoverDment  gets  the  mo* 
iiey  they  care  not  from  whose  pockets  they 
take  it.  The  question  now  is,  is  this  House  in  a 
state  of  pupilage?  Will  we  not  be  at  the  next 
session  as  able  to  say  this  fund  shall  be  continued, 
as  we  are  now?  It  is  proposed  to  continue  this 
tax  for  three  years;  but  what  reason  have  we  to 
legislate  for  the  tenth  House  of  Representatives? 
Suppose  they  declare  it  oppressive  and  pass  a  bill 
for  its  repeal,  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
will  send  it  back  with  a  civil  message  that  they 
have  postponed  it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  some  check  in  making  ap- 
propriations; but  appropriations  have  become  a 
matter  of  form,  or  less  than  the  shadow  of  a  shade, 
a  mere  cobweb  of  defence  against  -expenditures. 
You  have  fixed  limits,  but  the  expenditure  ex- 
ceeds the  appropriation ;  and  those  who  disburse 
the  money,  are  like  a  saucy  boy  who  knows  that 
kis  grandfather  will  gratify  him,  and  over-runs 
the  sum  allowed  him  at  pleasure.  As  to  appro- 
priations I  have  no  faith  in  them.  We  have  seen 
that  so  long  as  there  is  money  in  the  Treasury, 
there  is  no  defence  against  its  expenditure. 
There  is  one  mode  of  defence^  seized  in  happy 
times,  10  sequester  in  the  hands  of  a  articular 
body  so  much  of  the  revenue  as  to  leave  but  a 
scanty  surplus  to  the  Executive  departments;  but 
if  this  system  is  shaken  by  voting  vast  sums  be- 
yond the  ordinary  expenditures,  there  is  an  end 
to  economy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr^  Crown- 
iM8Hi8t.D's  motion,  which  was  disagreed  to— ^ 
ayes  28.  When  the  question  was  taken  on  engros- 
sing  the  bill,  which  was  carried^-ayes  83. 


Thursday,  April  17. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  for  otherpurppsies,"  with  several  amend*' 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  biU,  enti- 
tled ^'An  act  suppleoMntary  to  t\m  «ct,  entitled 
^An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  tities 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
cod  the  District  of  Louisiana ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States  (" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Ely, 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  take  effectual  measures  to 
cause  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  to  be  pre* 
pared  for  the  accommodation  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Ely  and  Mr.  Dawson  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  afordipoing  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  In- 


dians, concluded  at  Washington  on  the  seventh 
day  of  January  last,  for  the  cession  of  their  risht 
to  the  tract  of  country  therein  described.  The 
Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  conven- 
tion transmitted  therewith,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  against  aggressions  and  outrages  in  the 
seas  of  the  West  Indies. 

Resohedj  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  regulat- 
ing the  conduct  of  such  merchant  vessels  as,  by  agree- 
ment of  the  respective  owners,  may  sail  in  concert  for 
mutual  assistance  and  defence  in  any  lawful  commerce ; 
and,  also,  for  settling,  accordmg  to  the  courae  of  pro- 
oeediiig  in  Courts  of  Admiralty,  the  respeecive  rates  of 
contribution  to  be  made  between  them,  on  account  ef 
any  loss  or  damage  which  may  be  thereby  incoired. 

Resohed,  That,  for  the  encouragement  and  secoiity 
of  seamen  of  the  United  States,  it  is  expedient  to  make 
piovifion,  that  registered  ships  or  vessels  whidi  may  be 

employed  in  voyages  to  foreign  ports,  after  the 

day  of next,  ^all  not  continue  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits and  privileges  appertaining  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  unless  some  proportion  of  the  maiinen 
on  board  the  same  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
the  fourth  instant,  viz : 

Eeaokedf  That  the  Secretory  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  from  the 
several  States,  and  present  to  this  House,  at  their  next 
session,  a  Kst  of  the  invaUd  pensioners  who  hvre  been 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  respective  Stales, 
during  the  late  Revolutionary  war  with  €beat  Britain, 
noting  particulazly,  as  for  as  the  same  may  be  practi- 
eable,  whether  such  pensioners  served  in  the  militia,  or 
in  the  line  of  the  Army ;  and,  also,  the  monthly  sun 
allowed  to  each  pensioner :" 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  twice  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, affreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  coflunitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  thti 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  pose 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes:"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  togetha 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Comouttee  on  tk 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hon* 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ai 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  ladoi 
tribes,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  thejr  deslit 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  reg^ 
ttlating  the  coins  of  th^  Ui^ted  StaUw/'  was  md 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10&5 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1066 


Apb^l,  1806. 


PoBimaster  General— Public  Debt. 


H.ofR 


twe,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Semite,  entitled  "An  act 
supplemeutary  to  the  aqt,  entitled  ^An  act  for  as* 
fertaioiDg  ai^d  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
hnd  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Louis^iana,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
irihe  of  Indians.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
uneadment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
ead  the  third  time  on  Saturday  next. 
Om  motion  of  Mr.  Yarnum,  that  the  House  do 
om^to  the  following  resolution: 

Kewhed,  That  it  is  eicpedient  to  make  proTision, 
Yyy  \aw,  ibr  allowing  the  military  commanduits,  ap- 
point^ under  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting 
Lonisiana  into  two  Terrttoriea,  and  proTiding  for  the 
temporary  Government  thereof/'  three  months'  pay, 
after  the  terms  for  which  they  were  appointed  shall 
have  eiprred,  to  enable  them  to  return  to  dieir  several 
homes.  Except  such  of  them  as  shall  at  that  time 
have  been  appointed  to  some  other  office  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana*^ 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  a^ree 
to  the  said  resolution,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 
Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  organization  of  the  militia  ot  the  District  of 
Colombiaj'*  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution: 

Resohed,  That  the  Clei^  of  this  House  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  said  House,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  doUan  to 
Nathaniel  Gregory  and  Samuel  Burch,  eadi,  two.  of 
the  engrossing  CleriLs  in  his  office,  m  consideration  of 
extra  services  performed  by  them  during  the  last  se»> 
■ion  of  Ckuigress,  the  like  sum  having  been  granted  to 
William  Lambert  and  Josiah  W.  King,  the  other  CIkAm 
who  served  in  the  office  of  the  said  Clerk  at  that  tone. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  lie  on  thetahie. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to. an  act,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  establishment,  and  for  other 
purposes  f  and,  after  some  time  spneat  therein,  the 
Coaunittee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 
Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee,  who  were  ajp- 
pointed  on  the  21st  of  March,  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  GiUeon  Granger,  Postmaster  General 
[>f  the  United  States,  and  report  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  said  Gideon  Granger  has  so  acted,  in 
tus  capacity  of  Postmaster  General,  as  to  require 
he  interposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
his  House,  submit  the  following  report: 

**  That  the  committee,  without*  loss  of  time,  engaged 
1  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  have  made  some  pro- 
t}BB9  therein.  It  was  the  sincere  desire  of  the  com- 
i^tc^  that  the  inquiry  should  be  concluded  during  the 


present  session,  as[^weU  as  the  wish  of  the  Postmaster 
General ;  but  from  the  distance  and  dispersed  situatioa 
of  the  witnesses,  whose,  testimony  was  deemed  neces- 
sary, and  the  approaching  close  of  the  session,  it  is 
found  impracticable.  WMle  the  committee  regret  the 
situation  of  a  pubfic  officer  laboring  under  the  suspi- 
cious appearance  of  a  Constitutional  sotutiny  into  hie 
conduct,  yet  in  a  Government  like  ours,  where  watch- 
fitlnesB  of  men  in  office  is  iSbe  surest  guarantee  of 
the  preservation  of  the -liberty  of  the  people,  the  puh* 
lie  functionaries  must  yield  Uieir  feelings  to  the  gen- 
eral benefit,  and  endure  a  temporary  inconvenience  as 
an  honorable  sacrifice  to  the  fireedom  of  our  institutions. 

'*  That  a  hasty  and  premature  result  is  less  to  be  de- 
sired on  the  part  of  an  officer  supported  by  a  conscious- 
ness of  the  integrity  of  his  conduct,  than  the  suspen- 
sion of  an  inquiry  that  may  terminate  in  a  satis&ctory 
refutation  of  charges,  which,  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
are  affirmed  to  be  without  foundation,  the  committee 
have  no  hesitation  in  believing. 

''Justice  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  individaal 
requires  a  thorough  investigation,  which  is  found  to  be 
impossible  before  the  final  adjournment. 

"  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  a  poe^ne- 
ment  of  the  further  inquiry  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  makine  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
whole  of  ihe  public  debt  of  the  United  States,^ 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  moYcd  to  postpone  this  bill 
indefinitely,  and  supported  the  motion  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length. 

Mr,  J.  Clay  replied. . 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken — yeas  49, 
nays  45,  and  the  motion,  consequently,  obtained. 

YsAS— Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,.  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Orowninshield,  Eiehard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Daihy,  John  Davenport,  junior,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah 
L.  (}reen,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
John  Q.  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jonap 
than  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Russell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  6.  Schuneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tnwy,  Joseph 
B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  Whitehilt 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Wiltis  Alston,  inn..  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  George  M,  Bedinger,  John  Blake,  junior^ 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John 
Claibome,  ChrisU^her  Clarii,  Joseph  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Early, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  C^ray,  John  Hamilton,  Da- 
vid Hobnes,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  John  Wfattebill,  David 
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R.  Williams,  Mannadtike  Williams^  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 

The  bill  repealing  the  acta  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  cootinuing  in  foree,  for  a  further  time,  the 
£f at  aectioo  «!  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
molect  the  eomraeroe  and  seamen  of  the  United 
&kat«  against  the  Barbary  Powers/'  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Mastebs  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  modifying  its  details. 

Mr.  Q^niNCT  supported  the  motion ;  which  was 
lost— ayes  37,  noes  49. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill — yeas  84,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

TsAfl — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Andacson,  Borwall  Baasett,  Geotge  M.Bedinger,JohQ 
Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joen>h  Oky,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton.  Ja- 
cob CrowninshieM,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Eara  Daibj,  Jofaaa  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson, 
BUM  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Ellio^  Caleb  Ellis, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Gk>ldsboiough,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  HamHten,  Dand  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  6.  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  JosepJ|i  Lewis,  junior, 
Fatrick  Magmdsr,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moorci 
Jerenaiidi  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelaon,  Thomas  Newton, 
tunor,  Gideon  Olin*  Timothy  ritkin,  junior,  John 
Pa^  Josiah  Quincy»  John  Kandolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G. 
Sohimeman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.l^hompeon, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Klllian  K.  Van 
Bensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitdull,  David  R.  WiHiams,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Bkfaard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 
Katb — Joseph  Barker,  John  Fowler,  Isdah  L.  Oreen, 
•  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  RusseU,  ^ler 
BaiUy,  and  Uri  Tracy. 

PAY  OF  WITNESSES, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whok,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^An  act  making  provision  for  the  com* 
pensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  impeaohment  of  Samuel  Chase."  The  bill 
Was  reported  with  an  amendmeftt{thereto. 

The  House  prooeeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  and  the  same  bang  again  read,  as 
follows : 

AAer  the  word  '^  summoned,"  in  the  second 
line  of  the  first  section,  insert  ^on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  "  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hoase — yeas  51, 
tiays40f  as  follows: 

YsAa---Jsaac  Anderaon,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey, 
Mm  Chandler,  Josaph  Clay*  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer 


Elmer,  John  W.  Bppes,  WiDiain  Findley,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Edvrin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Cvreen, 
Siks  Halsey,  J<^  Hawilt4m»  David  Hohnes,  Mk^ad 
Leib,  Patrick  Magmder,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholaa  R. 
Bioere,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pvgh,  John  Randolph,  John  Raa  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Thomas  Baai- 
mons,  Thomas  Sandford,  James  Sloan,  John  Smiiie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southavdy  Jnsiyh 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph 
B.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David 
R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  Thomas  Blount,  Jolm  Claiborne,  Cbristopber 
Clark,  John  Clopton,  Jacob  Crownin^neld,  Richani 
Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  CaJeb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  Charlea  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Good- 
vryn,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  hAin  G.  Ja^wn, 
Walter  Jonea,  John  Laaibert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jm., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Maiion,  William  McCresiy, 
Jeremiah  Nalaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  iim^  Josiah  Qnii^cy, 
Thomas  M.  Ran^Iph,  John  RiMsal,  Martin  G.  Sehnne- 
man,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sanaoel 
Tanney,  Danrid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Coii- 
landt,KiUian  K.  Van  Reosselaer,  Peleg  WsdswMih, 
M^rmadnke  WiUiama,  and  Nathan  WiUisms. 

The  bill,  as  amaodad,  was  then  read  ibe  ihiid 
time  and  passed. 

Fbiday,  Aprfl  18. 

ikr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  tloads,  to  whom  were  rcferrei^ 
yesterday,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen* 
ate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  farther  to  alter 
and  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  oth« 
purposes,''  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read  and  considered:  Whereapon, 

ftesolvedj  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  irst, 
second,  fourth,  fifth^  sixth,  eighth,  nintlu  tenth, 
eleTeatb,  twelith,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  of  tlks 
said  amendments. 

Bemdved,  That  this  Hoaae  do  ^gree  to  the  third 
of  the  teid  amendments,  with  ao  amendmeaL 

Betobfed,  That  this  House  do  disairree  lo  tk« 
soTeoth  of  the  said  amendoienta. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  tttforaed  thelfoiiBa 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  eaittied  ^An 
act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  goaboata,^  with 
an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  coacof^ 
ence  of  this  House:  Also,  the  bili  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  BMkiiig  appropriattoii  lor  carrying  iaco  efiect 
a  treatjr  between  the  United  States  aad  Ohiekft- 
saw  tribe  of  Indians,"  with  an  amendment;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose: 
And  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,  the  act  ^o  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,**  wick 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  ike 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HoeK 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amend  men  tspi^- 
posed  b]r  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Set- 
ate,  entitled  ^An  act  making  prorision  for  the 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  and  desire 
a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject-mat- 
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ir  of  the  said  amend  meats;  to  which  conference 
ley  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Varn CM.— Mr.  Speaker ;  It  will  be  recd- 
!Cted  by  the  House,  that  early  in  the  session,  that 
art  of  the  Messaj^e  of  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  of  the  third  of  December  last,  which  re- 
ntes to  the  classification  and  organization  of  the 
u'litia,  and  to  the  augmentation  of  oar  land  forces, 
^as  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  select  com- 
kittee.  Sereral  other  subjects  relative  to  the 
hysical  strength  of  the  nation  have,  subsequent 
)  that  time,  b^  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
'hey  have  attentively  considered  the  several  sub- 
!cts  referred  to  them,  and  have  reported  to  the 
louse  the  result  of  their  deliberation  on  each  of 
tiem.  The  suspension  of  a  report  on  the  subject 
r  our  land  forces  to  this  time,  has  necessarily 
eeo  occasioned  frbm  the  nature  of  the  reference, 
'hat  subject  was  submitted  to  the  cotnmittee  in 
^e  words  of  the  Message,  which  are  as  follows : 
Whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  augment  our 
land  forces  will  be  decided  by  occurrences  pro- 
bably in  the  course  of  your  session."  Hence  the 
ommittee  have  defened  their  report  to  this  time, 
irith  a  view  that  it  might  be  made  coincident 
nth  the  existing  state  of  our  country,  at  the 
lose  of  the  session,  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
iples  on  which  the  subject  was  submitted. 

Dut,  sir,^  at  a  time  when  the  ereat  Powers  of 
Sarope  are  engaged  in  war,  devastation,  and 
loodshed,and  at  a  period  when  there  are  subjects 
f  difference  existing  between  the  United  States 
ad  several  of  the  European  Powers,  it  may  not 
t  improper  to  state  to  the  House,  the  outlines 
f  the  physical  strength  of  the  country,  which 
lay  be  drawn  into  operation,  in  case  of  an  inva- 
ion  by  any  foreign  nation ;  which  view  of  the 
abject  has  induced  the  eommittee  to  make  the 
eport  now  submitted  to  you.  And,  sir,  in  order 
0  exhibit  in  its  true  point  of  light,  the  present 
treogth  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  im- 
)roper  to  take  a  cursorv  view  of  the  situation  of 
he  Uoited  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
iteFolutionary  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  the 
mportant  stand  which,  in  that  situation^  was 
oade  against  the  stroug  arm  of  Great  Britain.  I 
vill  then  state  to  you.  in  a  concise  manner,  some  of 
he  present  means  ot  defence  within  the  power  of 
he  United  States ;  and  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
{raw  the  contrast,  between  our  situation  for  de- 
eoce  at  that  time,  and  at  the  present  time. 

At  the  commencement  of  that  war,  the  people 
>f  the  United  States  were  subjects  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain;  they  were  in  a  state  of  disorganization.  I 
|>€lieve  there  was  not  a  single  company  of  the  mil- 
itia under  lejgal  organization ;  you  had  no  stand- 
ing army.  There  had  been  a  kind  of  organization 
[uider  the  recommendation  of  illegal  associations, 
in  a  part  of  the  Union ;  but  no  commissions  had 
been  issued.  One  class  of  your  citizens  were  so 
tnuch  attached  to  royal  government  that  they 
either  withheld  their  aid  from  the  cause  of  the 
country,  or  went  over  to  the  enemy  «nd  fought 
Skgainst  us;  th«re  were  another  class  who  from 


pecuniary  views  took  side  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish, and  armed  themselves  against  the  country ; 
a  third  class  were^  from  apprehensions  of  feeling 
the  weight  of  British  vengeance  in  case  the  coun- 
try should  be  conquered,  induced  to  take  part  on 
the  side  of  the  enemy ;  and  a  fourth  class,  from 
conscientious  scruples  as  to  the  justice  of  oppoa> 
ing  their  Kiug,  were  induced  to  withdraw  tneir 
aid  from  the  cause  of  their  country.  These  sev- 
eral classes  of  oppouents  were  very  numerous  in 
some  of  the  States,  and  such  were  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  country  at  that  time,  as  to  permit 
them  to  take  the  side  they  chose  without  even 
branding  them  with  the  appellation  of  traitors- 
The  whole  population  of  the  country  did  not  con- 
sist of  more  than  2,500,000  souls.  Thus,  sir,  did 
those  patriots,  who  justly  appreciated  the  blesaingp. 
of  a  free  Government,  put  their  lives,  and  their 
all  at  stake,  to  procure  lor  themselves  and  for  pos* 
terity  the  blessings  of  independence  and  free  ffov* 
ernment,  in  opposition  to  a  large  portion  of  tneir 
countrymen,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  British 
nation.  It  is  well  known  by  those  gentlemen 
who  were  on  the  sta^e  of  action  at  that  time,  that 
the  means  for  carrying  on  a  war,  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  people,  were  very  small.  We  were 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  cannon ;  very  few  of 
the  fire*arms  were  such  as  are  generally  consid- 
ered the  best  calculated  for  defence  against  an 
enemy:  they  were  fire-arms  generally  used  by 
hunters,  and  most  of  them  without  bayonets :  we 
had  very  little  powder  or  ball  in  the  country.  In 
this  unpromising  situation  of  our  country,  com- 
menced the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. But  these  gloomy  prospects  did  not  prevent 
the  people  from  pursuing  tneir  object.  At  the 
first  battle,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1775,  the  Brit- 
ish lost  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  three 
times  the  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side 
of  the  Americans.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker'a 
Hili  one  thousand  five  hundred  American  militia 
twice  repelled  three  thousand  British  regulars,  and 
would^  in  all  probability,  have  defeated  them  ulti- 
mately, had  not  their  ammunition  been  ezhaimtad 
soon  after  the  British  made  the  third  attack.  When 
the  British  entered  the  flimsy  works  which  they 
had  thrown  up  the  night  before,  not  havin^r  bay- 
onets, they  were  obliged  to  fight  them  with  the 
butts  of  their  muskets,  and  finallv  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  one  thousand  three  hundred 
before  they  began  their  retreat.  The  English 
opened  the  campaign  of  1776,  with  sixty  thousand 
regular  troops,  including  seventeen  thousand  Ger- 
mans, probably  with  an  idea  of  completing  the 
subjugation  of  the  country  that  summer ;  but  the 
intrepidity  of  the  American  patriots  convinced 
them  of  their  mistake ;  our  principles  were  de- 
fended ;  and  the  famous  battle  of  Trenton  closed 
the  operations  of  the  year.  The  battle  of  Prince- 
ton soon  succeeded;  and  in  the  same  month| 
General  Dickinson,  with  a  party  of  New  Jersey 
militia,  after  crossing  a  river,  in  that  inclement 
season  of  tbe  year,  where  the  water  was  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  men,  attacked  an  equal  number  of 
British  troops,  beat  and  entirely  routed  them. 
In  the  year  1777,  many  memorable  battles  were 
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fou|;ht,  in  the  Middle  and  Northern  States,  in 
which,  taking  them  altogether,  the  patriots  had 
much  the  advantage.  The  whole  of  Burgoyne's 
army,  consisting  of  more  than  10,000  men  was 
Icilled  or  taken  prisoners.  The  battle  at  Benning- 
ton, fought  entirely  by  militia,  and  commanded  by 
a  militia  general  on  the  side  of  the  Americans, 
must  remain  on  the  pages  of  history  as  an  indeli- 
ble  mark  of  fortitude  and  patriotism,  on  the  char- 
acters of  those  heroes  who  fought  and  conquered 
on  that  day.  In  1778  happened  the  famous  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth.  Thus,  sir.  the  patriots  of  Ameri- 
ca, without  allies,  baffled  tne  most  strenuous  at- 
tacks of  the  whole  British  nation,  aided  by  17,000 
foreign  mercenaries,  for  more  than  three  years. 
After  that  period  we  had  the  aid  of  France,  which 
no  doubt  hastened  the  close  of  the  war,  and  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
by  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution  from  proper  principles.  Many  impor- 
tant engagements  in  the  Soutnern  States,  clearly 
manifested  the  prowess  of  the  militia  in  that  part 
of  the  Union.  And,  sir,  by  the  exertion  of  those 
who  dared  to  put  at  defiance  every  danger,  in  sup- 
port of  the  cause  of  Qod  and  their  country,  we  do 
now,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven^  enjoy  the  inesti- 
mable privileges  of  liberty  and  independence. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  take  a  cursory  view  of  the  pres- 
ent means  of  defence  within  the  control  or  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  The  produc- 
tion^ of  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  facility  with  which  those  produc- 
tions have  been  placed  in  your  treasury,  afibrd 
striking  evidence  of  the  wealth  of  your  citizens, 
and  their  ability  to  yield  that  pecuniary  aid  which 
will  enable  the  Grovernment  to  put  in  operation 
any  measures  of  defence  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  United  States  are  now  composed  of  more 


than  6,000,000  inhabitants ;  you  have  regular orfrao- 
ized  State  Governments,  and  an  energetic  Gfih 
end  Government,  calculated  to  call  intooperaiioo 
all  the  resources  of  the  nation,  when  the  stfeirof 
the  people  may  require  it.  There  are  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  free  white  male  citizens,  betweea 
the  ages  of  sixteen  and  forty-five,  871,336  persouj. 

The  General  Government  passed  a  law  in  179S 
for  organizing  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutes; 
under  that  law,  the  militia  have  been  formed  into 
divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  compaoies; 
these  several  corps  have  been  officered  noderibe 
State  Governments,  agreeably  to  the  directioo  of 
the  law  of  the  United  States.  So,  sir,  pbi?e 
in  the  United  States  a  militia,  completelf  organ- 
ized and  officered,  consisting  of  more  thaoSOO^OGO 
men.  And,  sir,  in  order  to  show  the  comparaiiTe 
strength,  and  more  particularly  the  coipparatire 
laudable  exertions  oi  each  State,  to  proride  theor 
selves  with  the  means  of  defence,  I  will  ask  tiie 
patience  of  the  House,  While  I  mention  in  detail 
the  numbers  of  enrolled  militia  in  eack  Sute, 
with  the  prominent  Implements  ofwaiinibeir 
hands.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  state  the  DQiaberof 
major  generals  commanding  divisions,  tlie  muD* 
her  of  brigadier  generals  commanding  brigade 
the  number  of  lieutenant  colonels  conuDaodaot 
commanding  regiments,  the  number  of  ariiikristS; 
the  number  of  cavalry,  and  the  number  of  iaiiuitry, 
including  officers  in  each  State,  the  aamber  of 
field  artillery,  the  number  of  fire  arnM,then^' 
her  of  horsemen's  sabres  and  pistols,  and  theqoafi- 
tity  of  powder  and  balls.  I  shall  not  detail  ibeoi- 
nor  articles  of  equipment;  but  will  obserTCjgo- 
erally,  that  the  supply  of  these  articles  is  IwJjW- 
merous  than  those  which  I  shall  state  in  detail 

[Mr.  Vabnum  here  offered  to  the  House  tkeia- 
formation  exhibited  in  the  following  table.] 
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NoTa.— From  Maryland,  Delaware, Orleaoa, Louisiana. and  Michigan,  there  are  no  general  retumi ;  but  j^  th«**'!JS,i!Tii 
•riiUeriata,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  belonging  to  Maryland,  is  stated  st  30,190,  and  that  of  muskets  and  rifles  at  IfiHtJi^igm 
given  to  Delaware,  of  the  same  deecripiion  of  troops,  6,000.  and  i;250  muskets  and  rifles.    Making  the  agnegaie  oCn*^  **^ 
cavalry,  and  inliuttiy,  and  267,338  muskets  aBd  rifles,  for  ail  Uie  States  and  Terriuriei  menU^ 
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And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  id  regard 
to  the  State  which  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent 
in  part  on  this  floor,  that  by  a  law  of  the  State 
eaen  town  is  compelled  to  be  constantly  provided 
with  a  quantity  of  powder,  balls,  and  flints,  at 
least  equal  to  one  pound  of  powder,  three  pounds 
of  balls,  and  three  flints,  to  each  man  enrolled  in 
the  militia;  also,  a  proportionate  quantity  of  en- 
trenching tools ;  this  town  stock  is  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  selectmen  of  their  respective 
towns,  and  the  brigade  inspectors  are  by  law  also 
made  inspectors  of  the  town  stock  within  their 
respective  brigades.  If  any  defect  is  suffered  by 
the  towns,  the  inspectors  are  bound  to  report  it  to 
a  county  court,  and  such  deficient  town  is  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  penalty.  Add  then  the  town 
stock  of  ammunition  to  that  is  the  hands  of  indi- 
Tiduals  of  the  militia,  and  it  will  be  found  that  in 
that  State  alone  there  is  more  than  forty  tons  of 
powder,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
tons  of  leaden  balls,  constantly  kept  in  readiness 
for  public  use  in  defence  of  our  rights.  It  is  also 
a  fact,  that  several  other  States  have  public  stocks 
of  ammunition,  but  in  what  quantities  I  have  not 
bad  an  opportunity  to  procure  the  means  of  as- 
certaining. 

The  artillerists  and  the  cavalry,  as  well  as  a 
great  proportion  of  the  infantry,  in  Massachusetts, 
are  in  complete  cloth  uniform,  and  this,  together 
with  the  fire-arms  and  other  equipments,  each  in- 
dividual has  provided  at  his  own  expense.  Matiy 
of  the  officers  honored  with  important  commands 
in  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  are  men  who  have 
seen  senrice ;  they  are  men.  sir,  who  dared  to  step 
forth  in  defence  of  their  country  at  times  which 
tried  men's  souls;  they  have  seen  the  glorious 
effects  of  their  exertions,  and  feel  the  importance 
of  order  and  discipline  in  the  militia ;  the  spirit 
of  discipline  acquired  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
has  been  diffused  among  the  militia,  and  a  laud- 
able spirit  of  emulation  pervades  every  corps; 
they  are  competent  to  the  performance  of  any 
evolution  requisite  in  the  science  of  tactics,  even 
in  the  field  of  action,  and  are  at  all  times  ready  to 
pot  their  lives  in  jeopardy  in  defence  of  our  lib- 
erty, independence,  and  Government,  aipinst  the 
invasion  of  any  foreign  enemy,  or  the  violence  of 
toy  internal  usurpation. 

Many  gentlemen  who  were  acquainted  with 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war  now  hold  im- 
portant offices  in  the  militia— in  several  of  the 
States  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  presume  this 
is  the  ease  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  all  the 
States. 

Military  discipline  is  making  rapid  progress  in 
many  of  the  States. 

In  justice  to  Pennsylvania  it  is  proper  to  state 
^  that  it  is  said  that  the  return  of  fire-arms  exhibited 
i^re  comprised  of  those  only  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  militia  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  and  that  a  great  proi>ortion  of  the  militia 
In  that  State  are  in  possession  of  fire-arms,  but 
from  some  unknown  cause  they  have  not  been 
returned.  The  same  observation,  it  is  believed, 
will  apply  in  a  considerable  degree  to  the  State 
of  Yirginia.    From  the  best  information  I  have 


been  able  to  obtain,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
are  many  thousand  of  fire-arms  in  the  United' 
States  equal  to  many  of  those  with  which  we 
commenced  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  have 
not  been  returned.  The  States  of  Maryland  and 
Delaware  have  made  no  return ;  but  I  have  en- 
deavored to  avoid  exaggeration  in  their  numbers 
and  equipments. 

Sir,  in  addition  to  the  force  and  implements  of 
defence  which  I  have  named,  you  have  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  men,  officers  in- 
cluded    - 3,345 

In  the  marine  corps,  who  are  liable  to  do 

doty  on  land  as  well  as  sea  -       .       .       550 


Making  a  regular  land  force  of  -  -  3,896 
I  had  the  honor,  sir,  early  in  the  session  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  detaching  from  the  militia  100.000 
men  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  marcn  at 
a  moment^s  warning,  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  think  it  necessary ;  this  « 
bill  has  been  passed  into  a  law,  and  is  calculated 
to  lessen  the  inconvenience  of  marching  the 
whole  of  the  militia  from  any  one  section  of  the 
Union,  if  an  invasion  should  take  place.  You 
have,  sir,  in  the  public  magazines,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  cannon 
provided  for  the  navy  and  those  in  the  forts  and 
fortifications  on  your  extensive  seacoast  and  fron- 
tiers, 1,400  iron  cannon  of  different  calibers,  and 
500  brass  cannon  of  difi*erent  calibers.  In  the 
same  deposits  you  have  118,197  muskets,  with 
bayonets,  and  rifles,  fit  for  use,  and  12,000  which 
need  some  small  repairs,  1.958  pairs  of  pistols, 
500,000  pounds  of  gunpowder,  500  tons  of  salt- 
petre, and  sufficient  quantity  of  sulphur  to  mix 
with  it  in  the  manufactory  of  it  into  gunpowder ; 
and  you  have  all  kinds  of  balls,  shot,  and  shells, 
in  abundance.  I  have  albo  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House,  from  the  same  committee  who 
have  directed  me  to  make  the  report  now  before 
you,  a  proposition  for  extending  the  manufacture 
of  nre-arras,  aa  far  as  the  capacitv  of  the  present 
armories  of  the  United  States  will  permit,  which 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  appropriations  have  been  ' 
made  for  carrying  the  proposition  into  effect; 
from  that  source  you  will  add  11,000  stands  of 
fire-arms  to  your  stock  annually. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  given  vou  a  cursory  state- 
ment of  the  weak  and  divided  situation  of  our 
country  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war  with  Great  Britain,  and  have  mentioned 
something  of  the  prowess  of  the  patriots  of  those 
times,  which  baffled  their  exertions  and  produced 
our  independence ;  and  I  have  stated  in  contrast 
the  outlines  of  the  present  strength  of  the  United 
States  and  their  means  of  defence.  And  it  may 
be  said  without  exaggeration  that  the  difference 
is  incalculable.  Will  any  man,  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  state  of  the  Country  at  that  period, 
and  of  the  stand  which  was  made  against  the 
whole  strength  of  the  British  nation  which  was 
brought  against  us,  and  whose  ideas  of  the  present 
strength  and  prowess  of  the  United  States  are  not 
entirely  local,  pretend  to  insinuate  that  we  are 
not  in  a  capacity  to  contend  for  our  most  impor- 
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UDt  Dational  rights?  If  at  that  time  we  were  able 
to  meet  aod  defeat  the  armies  of  Great  Britain, 
with  what  kind  of  prospect  can  any  nation  assail 
us  at  this  lime?  With  this  view  of  the  subject 
the  committee  have  snbmitted  the  report  before 
yon;  the  House  will  judge  of  its  correctness.  I 
am  well  aware  that  should  we  be  involved  in  a 
war  with  a  nation  which  might  have  it  in  her 
power  to  pour  in  upcm  a  remote  part  of  our  ter- 
ritory a  large  number  of  troops,  und  should  so  do, 
and  keep  possession  for  any  lenjeth  of  time,  an 
army  during  the  continuance  of  sqch  invasion 
might  be  necessary;  but  at  present  this  is  not  to 
be  expected,  and  unless  we  should  be  involved  in 
a  war,  I  am  unable  to  see  any  necessity  of  aug- 
menting our  standing  army,  and  hone,  therefore, 
that  the  report  will  meet  the  approoation  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Yarndm  then  submitted  a  report,  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
g  morrow. 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Xl^om- 
Xnittee  of  the  Wholejon  tbe  bill  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  ^Act  pro- 
viding for  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
several  amendments  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill, 
when  the  first  section  thereof  being  again  read, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

**  That  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  *  An  act 
providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  EsUbli^mient,  and  for 
other  porposee/  be«  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

A  motion  w;as  made  by  Mr.  Davib  R.Williams, 
and  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the  same,  by 
striking  out  in  the  first  line  thereof,  the  words 
"and  fourth  "  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  37, 
Bays  52f  as  toUpws : 

YBAs^Evan  Alexander,  David  Bard,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Christopher  Clayk,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covington.  Samuel  W. 
Pana,  John  Davenport,  juniiR-,  Peter  Ear^,  James  El- 
Uot,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray, 
David  Hohnes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Gideon 
Clin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Martin  O.  Schnneman,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wikon. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  BnrweU  Bassett,  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount, 
George  W.  CampbeU,  John  Chandler,  John  Claibome, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Esra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Ebenecer  Ehner,  William  Ely,  Charles  Golda- 
borengh,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
•ej,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masten,  William  McCree- 
ly,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, •Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  James  Sloan,  John  SmUie, 
Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Vn  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Var- 


num,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Bich- 
ard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Cbowiu- 
8HIELD,  and  the  question  beins:  put  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  thereto  a  new  sec- 
tion, in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

^Sbc.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  a  tnm 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  thoosand  dollars  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  buOt  two 
frigates  for  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  snmly 
the  place  of  others  which  have  been  lost  or  condemned  :^ 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nays  54^  is 
follows ; 

Ybas — Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Bettoii»  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  John  Blake,  junior,  Jacob  CwwypinahieM,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Siamuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jualflc, 
John  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Efy, 
Charies  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  h*  Green,  Seth  ^f^mg% 
David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnmor, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Mssiers,  Wil. 
liam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moa- 
ely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M. 
RandoT)ph,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas  Saa^ 
mons,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Sunusl 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  ThompMMi,  Uri 
Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Ymum, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Wiltiaais. 

Nats— Evan  Alexander,  WilHs  Alsloa,  jnm^  bae 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedingar,  Thamam 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Gaaay,  John  VkmUm, 
John  CkUbome,  Christopher  Qlark,  Jom^  Clay,  M«b- 
thew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leanard  CovingtMi,  Bst 
Darby,  Pet^  Eariy,  Ebaneaer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppa^ 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gxwg,  Silas 
Halsey,  David  Hohnes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambsi^ 
Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Thos.  Moore,  Jetremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  sf 
Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  SchunemaB, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smilb, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanfbrd,  Joseph  Stanton, 
PhUip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  WhitriiilU 
Robert  WMtehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  Mannaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Leib,  tnd  the 
question  being  |)Ut  further  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out,  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  of  the 
ihird  section  thereof,  the  words  "thirteen  captains, 
nine  masters  commandant,  seventv-two  lieuten- 
ants;" 

And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  division  of  tke 
question  on  the  said  motion  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Blount:  Whereupon,  the  question  was  uken  on 
striking  out  the  first  member  of  the  motion,  con- 
taming  the  words  « thirteen  captains ;'»  and  passed 
m  the  negative— yeas  37,  nays  60,  as  fallows :      • 

YxAs—Isaac  Anderson,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  ChristopW  Clark,  Joseph  Clay. 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  CovinSon,  Pe- 
^l^^h^J^^^ ^^^y^ot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneser  Ehner, 
John  W.  Eppes  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Jdin 
Hamilton,  bavid  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Johi  Lam- 
bert,  Michael  Leib,  Thom^  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow 
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John  MoiTo#,  QiiMn  Olm.  John  Randolph,  John  Res 
of  PennijWania,  Thomas  8ammont,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Martin  U.  8chaoeman,  Samuel  Smith,  IKchard  Stan- 
Ibrd,  PhUtp  R.  Thommon,  Ahram  Trigg,  David  R. 
WiHlams,  Marmadake  Wilhama,  and  Alexander  Wil- 
son. 

Kat0 — Eran  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  uin.,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  Barwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  Barnahas 
Bidwell,  J<^  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert 
Brown,  John  W.  Cam^D,  John  CHaibome^  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Esra 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  John  Dawson,  William 
Blj,  Charles  Goldslroroagh,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Hakey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreerj, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah 
Kdson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Tim- 
othj  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas 
If .  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell, 
PiBter  SaiUy,  James  Sloan,  John  SmHie,  John  Smith, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benj.  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Tfaomp- 
'  ton,  Uri  Tracy,  KHHan  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B. 
Yamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert 
Whitehfll,  Nathan  WHliams,  Rtdurd  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Th«  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  stukiog  oat  the 
aecoad  member  of  the  moiioa,  coDtainiog  the 
words  "  nine  masters  commandiDt,"  and  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

TxAs*— WiMis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaae  Anderson,  David 
Baid«  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Blown,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  dark,  Joseph  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Ezra  Daiby,  Peter  Early,  James  EUiot, 
SSbeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppe^  James  M.  Gamett, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter 
Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn^lvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  lliomas  Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Sdiu- 
neman,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Bet- 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun.,  George  W. 
Cam^ell,  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
John  Dawson.  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Joseph  Lewis,  iunior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
K.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  James 
Bloan^  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Sam* 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  TTri  Tracy, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oo  striking  out 
the  third  member  of  the  motion,  oontaioiog  the 
words  "seventy-two  lieuteaants,''  and  passed  io 
tke  negative— yeas  34,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

Yiis — David  Bard,  George  M.  Be^nger,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  LeVi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
fohn  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  John 


ClopCon,  Peter  Early,  James  Bfiiot,  Ebeneier  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Grarnett,  Edwin  Onj,  John 
Hamilton,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion, 
lliomas  Moore,  Jevsmiah  Moivow,  John  Morrow,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvaniay 
Thomas  SamiBODS,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Sefau- 
neman>  Samuel  Ssaith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  David  R.  WiUiama,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats— WaUs  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Samuel  w .  Dana,  Ezra  Darbv,  John  Da* 
venport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  John  Fowler, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Levris,  jun.,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Rogw  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  Joseph  Staatmii,  Samuel  Tag* 
gart,  Bemamin  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompscm,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUian 
K  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wade- 
worth,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  WU- 
liams.  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  en^ossed  and  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  paes, 

Mr.  Chaholbr  spoke  in  &vor  of,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Clat  and  J.  Randolph  against,  its  passage, 
which  was  carried— yeas  58,  nays  28,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Bvan  Alexander,  WUUs  Alston,  jr.,  Jos^ 
Barker,  BurweU  BaMett,  Barnabas  BidweU,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  George  W.  CampbeU,  John  Chandler,  John 
OlaiborBe,  Frederiok  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport^unior, 
John  Dawson,  Ebeneier  EUner,  WiUiam  Ely,  WiUiam 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  €roldsborou|^,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiflli  L.  Green,  SUas  Halsey,  Se^  Hastings 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Josenh  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Rc^er  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quin- 
cy, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  SmUie, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjao&in  TaUmadge, 
Samoel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  WhiUhiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  WUUams, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaao  Anderson*  David  Bard,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Thomas  Blount,  Christepher  CUirk,  JosepJb 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton, Peter  Early,  James  EUiot,  John  W.  Eppos,  James 
Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  John  Hamilton,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Thomas  Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  and 
David  R.  WUUams. 

Satoadat,  April  19. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ameadmeots  disagreed  to  by  the  Se^te  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  prorision  for  the 
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compensatioD  of  witDesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Ohane :"  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  a^B^ree  to  the  con- 
ference desired  hj  the  Senate  on  the  subject-mat* 
ter  of  the  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  John 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Roger  Nelson  be  appointed 
managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli  j" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fifteenth  instant,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  tne  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses :*'  Whereupon,  the  said  amendments  being 
again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  the  ques- 
tion sererally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  serenteenth 
instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  for  ascertaininjf  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
and  the  District  of  Louisiana,''  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  this 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats:" 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  Also,  the  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  with 
several  amendments :  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

An  en^ossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  eflFect  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
tribe  of  Indians,  was  read  the  third  time:  Where- 
upon, on  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  47,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

YiAs— Bvmn  Alexander,  Isaao  Andenon,  David 
Bard,  Oeorg^  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  John  Blake» 
jumor,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey, 


John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claxk,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Ellas  Earle,  James  1&. 
Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  HamilicMi, 
David  Holmes,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moon, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugk,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  8andford,  John  Soiilie, 
Samuel  8mith^  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanfiird^ 
Philip  R.  Thorn pson»  Tliomas  W.  Thompson,  Abraa 
Trigg,  John  Wfaitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  B. 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr^  Joseph  Barker,  Bamabaa 
Bidwell,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenpoitp  jc, 
James  Elliot,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  Findley,  John 
Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Hough,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Gonfoa 
S.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qoincj,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiUj,  Mar- 
tin G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  SamuekTcik-l 
ney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Bens- 
seJaer,  Joseph  B.  Yamnm,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nar 
than  Williams. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  CHICKASAWa 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  asid 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  \  and  the  said  am«d- 
ment  being  again  twice  read  at  th«  Clerk's  table, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Strike  out  sections  second  and  third. 
'  <<Sxc.  2,  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  and 
laid  out,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
the  other  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  so 
much  of  Uie  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Gherokees  and  Chickasaws  as  lies  within 'the  said  Ter^ 
ritory ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  ii  here- 
by authorized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to 
establish  a  land  office,  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  and 
to  appoint  a  register  of  the  same,  and  a  receiver  ofth^ 
public  moneys  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  said  lands, 
whose  respective  emoluments  and  duties  shaB  be  the 
same  as  those  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  other 
land  offices  in  the  said  Territory. 

"  Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  shall  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  oa 
any  of  the  lands  thus  ceded  by  the  Gherokees  and 
Chickasaws,  and  lying  within  the  MiBsissippi  Terriio* 
ry,  or  shall,  unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  tne  surveyor 
of  the  public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennesae^ 
survey  or  attempt  to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate 
bounoaries  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such  offend- 
er shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  in  any  court  of  record 
of  the  ITnited  States,  or  of  any  of  the  Territories  of  the 
same,  forfeit  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
nor  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  suffer  impria- 
onment  for  a  term  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  ex* 
ceeding  three  years :  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be  lawffd 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  hereby 
required,  to  employ  such  military  foite  as  he  may  judge 
necessary,  to  remove  firom  the  said  ^ands  any  peopjt 
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who  «haU  m*ke  or  Attempt  to  ni«k«  any  aqltWment  aa 
afbiesaid  :  Provided,  That  nothing  h«rein  contained 
•hall  affect  persons  making  settlements  on  lands  pur- 
chased from  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act." 

The  question  was  stated  that  the  Hoase  do  agree 
^with  the  Senate  in  their  said  ameodmeDt ;" 

On  which  a  division  of  the  said  question  was 
called  for;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Senate  in  so  much  of  their  said 
amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in  the  oegatiFe-^ 
yeas  33,  nays  57,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  Richard 
Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DaTenport,  jun«,  James 
Blliot,  Bbenezer  EHmor,  William  Ely,  William  Findley, 
John  Fowfer,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gur- 
don  8.  Mamfiird,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney.  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
and  Nathan  Williams 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell 
Basset,  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  John  Blake, 
junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covingfton, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  James  M. 
Chimett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter 
JnHiee,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nwholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Menrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 
ger Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun^  Gideon  dlin,  John 
Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill,  RobeH 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

And  then  the  question  being  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  with  the  Senate  in  such  other 
part  of  their  said  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  35,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Bamabaa  Bid- 
well,  John  Chandler,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Danm, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  EUiot,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
William  Ely,  William  Fmdley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  JonaUian  O. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Gideon  Olin,  T.  Pitkin, 
JT^  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G. 
Bdiuneman,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jsmin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomaa, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Jos^h  B,  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  and 
Nathan  Williams. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Dand  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
MaUhew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  John  Dawson,  James  M.  Gamett,  Ed- 
win Gfay,  Andrew  Giciggt  Ipaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal* 


sey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nidiolas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 
ger Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  John 
Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  adhere  to  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment. 

Orderedy  That  the  engrossed  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  this  day. 
WILLIAM  EATON. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  settlement 
of  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  Wil- 
liam Eaton.  No  amendment  having  been  made 
to  the  bill,  the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 
said  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  In  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre' 
sentatives  of  the  tjnited  States  in  Congress  assemoled^ 
That  the  proper  accounting  officers  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  accounts  subsisting  between  the  IJnited  States  and 
William  Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  upon  just  and 
equitable  principles,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secr^ 
tary  of  State." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Randolph, 
and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  **un- 
der  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State;"  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nays  48,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiAs — ^Evan  Alexandei*,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Oeorge  W.  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Leonard  Covington,  Peter  Early^  James  M.  Gamett, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  G.  JadLson,  Walter  Jones,  Michael 
Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  junior, 
John  Pugh,  Jiian  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  SandliMEd,  Samuel  Smith, 
Heniy  Southard,  Richard  Stanleid,  PhiUp  R«  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill* 
David  R.  Waiiums  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Bet- 
ton, Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  John 
Chandler,  Jacob  Crowntnshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby»  John  Davenport,  jr.,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fitk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Malthew  Lyon,  William  McCreenr, 
Nidiolas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
MoMly,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr^  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smithy  Joseph  Stanton,  Samrn^  Taggart,  Benjamin 
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Tallaadgo,  0am«el  TeoiM^r,  David  Thomat,  ThomM 
W.  ThompMti,  Uri  Tncft  KiBmn  K.  Van  RoBMelaer, 
Joseph  B.  Varaum,  Peleg  Wadnvorth,  and  Nathan 
WiUtama. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  oa  Monday  next. 


Moif  DAT,  April  21. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Cararaalli,'' 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  toniay. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  William 
Eaton,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  He  on  the  table. 

The  Spiakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  Com* 
missioners  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provittces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  passed  the  seventh 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety* 
eight,  covering  a  list  of  naoies  of  claimants  to 
land^nder  the  said  act ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aooend* 
ments  proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bUL  entitled 
''An  aet  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
frarposes  f  and  the  same  being  severalty  twice 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  the  quesdon 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to4)y  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^  An  aet  supplementary  to  the 
met,  entitled  "An  act  ibr, ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  District  of  Louisiana."  The  bill 
was  r^pwrted  with  an  amendment  thereto  j  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  H«use 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  aou  kyiim  duties  on  salt,  and 
•ontiniiinff  m  force,  for  a  forthafr  time,  <he  first 
aactton  of  the  aet,  entitled  ^An  mt  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  cf  the  United 
fikates  against  the  Barbary  Powers,"  #ith  an 
nmendmedt;  X6  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  pass- 
ed the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio," 
with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House;  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providiuig  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes,'^ 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desGe  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commtttae  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entided  "An  aet  for  fortifying 
thaportoand  harbofs  of  tha  United  States,  wd 


for  boildiag  gunboats,"  and  no  amendmento  beiag 
in«de,  the  ilonse  proceeded  to  consider  the  ml 
amendment,  and  the  same  beine  again  twice  read 
at  ihe  Clerk's  tabie,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  m  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  aet 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  proriding  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  united  Siatet 
south  or  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  and  the  sama 
being  twice  read  at  die  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  th« 
question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  cbc 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  nioead- 
ment  pro(K>aed  by  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitM 
"An  act  m  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  net 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Bstablishment,  and  for  other  purpmca:* 
Whereupon, 

Retotved.  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  cite 
said  amendment;  Re&dvedy  That  this  House  do 
insist  on  their  said  disagreement;  that  a  confer- 
ence be  desired  with  the  Senate  on  the  snbiect- 
matterof  the  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.Sin^ 
LIB,  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Early,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotiae 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conlerence 
desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  repealing  tha 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  e^ntinuiagin  fove^ 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  net,  cAti- 
tied  ^An  act  further  to  protect  tha  oomnaerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  ^hc  Barbary 
Powers,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at  m 
same  on  their  part. 

PAF  OF  WITNEdSES. 

Mr.  Jomt  Randolph,  £rom  the  committte  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  Hou^e,  to  attend  a  eoo- 
ference  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendments  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill  sent  fVom  the  Senate,  eotitfed 
"An  act  making  provision  for  the  compensaDon  of 
witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeachr 
ment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  reported  that  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  this  House  had  met  the  con- 
ferees on  the  pftrt  of  the  Senate,  but  had  come  to 
no  agreement  thereupon. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  ra- 
port :  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
Question  being  put,  that  this  Bouse  doth  adhere  to 
its  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  disagreed  tol^  the 
Senate^  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  39,  nayi 
42,  as  follows : 

Y>AS — ^Bvan  Alexander,  Etoac  Andenon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Baraett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Jolm 
Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  FrederMt  Conrad,  £<ra  Darby, 
Eb^ezer  Ehner,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Pindlef, 
James  M.  Oamett,  Edwin  Chrty,  Andrew  Oregg,  IcahA 
L.  Oreon,  John  Hampton,  David  Holmes,  Midiael  LeOi, 
Patrick  Magrnder,  Joiiah  Masters,  Nidiok»  R.  Moots^ 
Thomaa  Moore,  Jereaitah  Marrow,  John  Mortvw,  Gid> 
eon  Wn^J^yiPugh,  JohnJandetph^Jiiiia  ttanar 
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Tenneaiee,  Tliomta  SamiDons,  Thomts  Sandford,  John 
Snrifid*  Heniy  Southard,  PhSip  R.  Thotnpsoii,  Abnm 
Trigg,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehillr  Da^id  B 
Williams,  and  Joeepb  Winston. 

Nats— Wiltis  Alston,  jr.,  Barnabas  Bidwall,  Chris- 
tofber  Clarfc,  John  Cloplon,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Bicbazd  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Pet«r  Early,  James  Blliot,  Caleb  EUis, 
William  Ely,  James  Flak,  John  Fowler,  David  Hough, 
Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gor- 
don 6.Mamford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Jonah  Qttin<nr,  Thomas  M.  Bandolph,  Juhn  Russell, 
Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John 
&nith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
P^eg  Wadaworth,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qaes- 
doD  beinf  put,  that  this  House  doth  recede  from 
its  amendments  to  the  bill,  it  oassed  ia  the  aflirm- 
ative — yeas  42,  nays  39,  as  foDows : 

Tnaa— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Chris- 
tof^er  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Biehard  Cutts,  Samnol  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dswson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot^  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  Jamea  Fisk^  John  l^wler,  David  Hough, 
Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Bfarion,  William  McCreery,  Jonathen  O.  Mosely,  Gur- 
don  S.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Josiah  Quin^,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell, 
Peter  Sailly^  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joeeph  B.  Vamum, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Na^an  WiUiams. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  Burwett  BasseCt,  6(eorge  M. 
Beteger,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  FMdtoriek 
Conrad,  Esra  Daiby,  Ebeneaer  Elmeiv  John  W.Eppes, 
WilHam  Findky,  James  M.  Oamett,  Bdwin  Gray,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L*  Gieeo,  John  Hamilton,  David 
HolBMs,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magnider»  Joaiah  Maa- 
tsn,  Nieholaa  B.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeyamiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pugh,  Jc^ 
lUndolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sanunons, 
Thomas  8andfi>rd,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jos. 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WilHams,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

CASE  GF  THE  LfiANDER. 

Mr.  duiKCT  presented  to  the  House  two  several 
memorials  of  Samuel  Q.  Ogden,  and  of  William 
S.  Smith,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  were 
reeeived  and  read,  respeetivelj  stating  that  they 
are  under  a  criminal  prosecution,  now  depending 
ilk  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Uoited  Scates  for  the 
district  of  New  York,  for  an  alleged  offence 
Mfainst  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  which, 
if  guilty,  they  have  beeti  led  into  error  oy  the  con- 
duct ofofficers  of  the  Executive  Qovernment,  who 
now  intend  to  bring  upon  the  memorialists  the 
penalties  of  the  laws,  to  sacrifice  their  characters, 
fortunes,  and  liberty,  in  expiation  of  their  own  er- 
rors, or  to  deprecate  the  vengeance  of  foreign  Qov* 
emments,  by  offering  the  memorialists  as  a  vietiiii 
to  their  resentment :  that  they  have  also  expert* 
enced  great  oppression  and  injostice  in  the  maii^ 


per  of  conducting  the  said  prosecution ;  and  pray- 
ing duch  relief  therein  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
may  think  proper  to  grant 

The  memorials  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Lton  moved,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petitions. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  tendency  of  these  memorials  was,  by  ob- 
taining the  sanction  of  the  House  to  their  con- 
tents, to  throw  the  blame  and  censure  on  the  prose- 
cutors. It  appeared  to  him  proper  to  arrest  such 
a  mode  of  proceeding,  especially  while  the  bnsi- 
ness  to  which  the  memonals  referred  was  wbjth 
dice,  Thev  contained  accusations  against  the 
judge,  who  himself  was  under  a  prosecution.  He 
did  not  see  the  object  of  the  pietitioos,  unless  it 
was  to  exdte  a  clamor  and  indignation  against 
the  court.  It  was  improper  that  they  diould  be 
sanctioned  by  bdnff  printed  under  the  direction 
of  this  House,  whue  the  cause  waa  depending, 
and  it  was  unknown  whether  the  court  had  act^ 
properly  or  improperly.  Suppose,  previously  to 
these  trials  coming  on,  a  censure  should  be  east 
on  the  court ;  would  not  this  he  a  novel  kind  of 
proceeding — would  it  not  be  wresting  justice  from 
its  due  course,  and  be  degrading  to  the  Legisla- 
ture? Such  a  procedure  would  likewise  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  principles  of  justice.  Shall  we  per- 
mit a  person  under  accusation  to  prefer  a  charge 
against  the  tribunal  before  whom  he  is  summoned 
to  appear?  Suppo^  we  declare  the  court,  and 
not  the  criminal  guilty,  shall  we  not  thereby  pros- 
trate every  principle  of  justice,  jind  set  a  prece- 
dent never  inown  in  an^  country ^  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberty  of  the  subject^  as  violative  of  the 
Constitution?  In  my  opinion  the  Legislature 
ought  not  in  this  stage  of  the  business  to  intefere. 
Sueh  interference  will  be  preotiature.  if  her^a^ 
ter  the  prosecution  appears  to  have  been  impro- 
perly conducted,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  va9ke 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  proeeeutor  and 
the  court ;  but  before  that,  such  an  inquiry  wiU 
be  premature,  and  will  be  a  prejudging  of  the  case. 
From  the  moment  I  heard  these  petitions  read, 
they  struck  me  as  beinj;  of  a  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency. If  at  all  sanctioned  by  this  l£>use,  they 
will  tend  to  ineense  net  only  the  country  against 
the  Administration,  but  against  the  tribunals  of 
justice.  We  find  it  asserted  in  them,  that  the 
Adminiatratioa,  a^d  particularlv  the  Secretarjr  of 
State,  bad  a  full  knowledge  ef  all  the  traasaeuons 
connected  with  the  fitting  out  the  Leander.  This 
charge  has  been  already  oaade  in  thenewapapera — 
it  has  gone  abroad,  and  been  contradicted ;  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  in  my  place  that  the  ao- 
cusation  is  false,  that  it  is  a  calumn|r>  that  there 
is  not  a  word  in  the  petition  charging  the  Ad- 
ministration with  this  fact  that  is  founded  in  truth. 
I  think  the  proper  course  is  for  the  petitioners  to 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions.  Not  that 
I  am  for  a  denial  of  justice.  Ir  the  petitioners  fail 
in  their  application  for  justice  to  the  court,  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  for  us  to  interfere.  Indeed 
It  is  a  thing  unheard-of  in  this  nation,  while  the 
accused  are  under  prosecution,  that  they  should 
be  aufiered  taoome  forward  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
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reseDtatives  with  charges  against  the  court  and  the 
Government.  The  memorialists  not  only  charge 
the  Governmeut,  but  the  magistrates,  with  corrupt 
motives.  Shall  we  permit  the  Government  to  be 
thus  treated,  and  the  tribunals  of  justice  to  be  thus 
calumniated ;  and  give  a  sanction  to  the  charges 
by  printing  a  paper  that  contains  them?  I  hope 
we  shall  have  virtue  and  firmness  enough  to  re- 
sist such  a  procedure.  I  think  we  have  gone  far 
enough  in  patiently  listening  to  petitions  which 
have  no  legal  object  in  view,  which  not  only 
chatge  the  Departments  of  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment with  improper  views,  but  which  contain 
^  accusations  against  the  tribunals  of  justice ;  what 
scarcel)r  merit  to  be  called  accusations — but  base 
calumnies.  The  manner  too  in  which  these  me- 
morials have  been  presented  is  most  extraordi- 
nary. In  point  of  time,  this  being  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  it  must  have  been  known  that  it  was 
out  of  our  power  to  investigate  their  contents.  Ii 
is  also  very  unfortunate,  when  the  citizens  of  New 
York  are  so  ably  represented  on  this  floor  that 
the  petitioners  have  been  obliged  to  travel  to  Bos- 
ton, ^n  order  to  obtain  a  gentleman  to  present  their 
memorials.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  vote  de- 
cidedly against  the  printing. 

Mr.  Q^uiNCT  said  that  the  observations  which 
were  made  were  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
to  be  offered,  had  it  been  proposed  to  go  into 
an  inquirv  on  these  memorials.  I  do  not  sav,  said 
Mr.  €1.,  that  (he  information  contained  in  tne  pe- 
titions is  true.  All  I  say  is,  that  as  a  high  officer 
of  the  Government  is  implicated,  justice  requires 
that  an  inquiry  at  some  time  should  take  place. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  now  to  take  place.  The 
qtiestion  at  present  is,  whether  this  information 
shall  rest  on  our  tables.  Gentleman  say  no — throw 
it  off.  But  I  say  inquire;*  because  I  believe,  when 
an  examination  shall  be  made,  a  part  of  the  state- 
ment at  least  will  be  found  to  turn  out  correct. 
It  is  said  that  the  memorialists  are  under  accusa- 
tion ;  but  have  they  not  therefore,  a  right  to  peti- 
tion this  House  1  JBut  so  far  as  relates  to  the  j udge, 
there  is  only  an  information  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
not  a  prosecution.  Whoever  heard  of  a  man  ac- 
cused before  himself?  Gkfntlemen  may  throw 
these  petitions  under  the  table,  but,  if  they  do  so, 
they  will  do  a  great  disrespect  to  the  House.  My 
only  object  is  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  at 
a  convenient  season  into  the  facts  alleged  in  these 
petitions.  The  information  contained  in  some  of 
those  statements  is  corroborated  by  information 
known  to  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor—- that  the 
Executive  had  been  advised  of  the  flttiog  out  of 
the  Leander  time  enough  to  have  prevented  her 
saHing.  By  throwing  these  petitions  under  the 
table  gentlemen  will  show  that  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  investigate  these  facta. 

Mr.  Smilie  believed  the  House  were  to  blame 
in  permittinti^  these  petitions  to  be  presented.  It 
was  a  rule  of  the  House  that  every  member  pre- 
senting a  petition  should  first  ^nerally  state  its 
contents.  The  member  who  preseotMl  these  pe- 
titions, having  made<  this  statement,  I  think  the 
House  ought  not  to  have  permitted  them  to  have 
been  read.    I  will  call  to  the  rec^Ueetion  of  gen* 


tlemen  a  transaction  which  took  place  two  years 
ago.  A  petition  was  then  presented  from  certaia 
aliens  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York ;  and  be- 
cause they  reflected  on  a  former  AdministratioiL 
the  House  would  not  hear  them.  I  never  did,  said 
Mr.  S.,  witness  such  an  attempt  as  this ;  and  could 
such  atternpts  be  sustained,  they  would  subvert  all 
government  whatei^er.  Shall  a  persoD  accused  of 
a  crime,  while  his  trial  is  depending,  bring  for- 
ward complaints  against  his  judges?  If  so,  we 
have  no  regular  government.  This  is  turning  the 
House  of  Representatives  into  a  judiciary  bodf, 
and  authorizing  them  to  wrest  all  other  bustnen 
from  the  tribunals  of  justice. 

Mr.  Alston .^-I  would  not  rise,  but  for  the  ex- 
traordinary declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  who  says  members  of  the  House 
knew  that  the  President  was  possessed  of  know- 
ledge of  the  Leander's  sailing,  time  enough  to  liave 
prevented  it.  He  says  he  knew  it.  If  so,  this 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  course  now  proposed 
to  be  taken.  If  the  fitting  out  and  the  d»iinattoa 
of  the  Leander  were  known  to  any  member  of 
this  House,  I  pronounee  that  member  eqoalh^ 
criminal  with  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Presi- 
dent. For  my  part  I  had  heard  a  gentlemen  of  re- 
spectability from  New  York  say,  (hough  some  peo- 
ple were  prepared  for  the  sailing  of  the  Leander, 
he  did  not  think  twenty  men  in  New  York  knew 
the  place  of  her  destination.  As  to  the  course 
pursued  by  the  House,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
to  me,  whether  the  petitions  lie  on  the  table,  or  are 
returned  to  those  from  whom  they  came — my  only 
wish  is,  that  we  do  not  sanction  a  thing  of  this 
kind  withoiu  knowing  more  about  it. 

Mr.  JAOKaoN. — The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  told  us  of  information  possessed  ia 
this  HoQse  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature — eet^ 
tainly  the  most  extraordinary  in  the  annals  of  ju- 
risprudence ;  that  Government  had  a  knowledge 
of  this  case,  and  that  they  are  afraid  to  trust  tlie 
decision  of  a  jury  of  their  country.  This  is  most 
extraordinary  indeed.  For  my  part,  I  regret  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  so  far  for- 
got liis  own  dignity,  and  the  duty  he  owes  his 
country,  as  to*  have  permitted  himself  to  hare  be- 
come the  organ  of  these  charges.  He  has  told  us 
we  will  discredit  ourselves  by  rejecting  these  peti- 
tions. But  permit  me  to  say  he  has  alRady  more 
discredited  himself  by  presenting  them.  The  pe- 
titioners say  this  expedition  has  received  the  ap- 
plause and  encouragement  of  the  €k>vernmen^ 
and  the  gentleman  says  this  is  known  to  the 
House.  1  pronounce  this  false.  I  say  it  is  a  baae 
calumny,  of  which  the  gentleman  has  made  him- 
self the  org:an ;  and  in  saying  so,  I  hold  mysdf 
responsible  in  any  place  the  gentleman  pleases. 

Mr.  duiNCY.^I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  present 
a  petition  handed  to  me,  let  it  come  from  what 
quarter  it  might— and  in  this  instance  before  I 
presented  these  memorials  I  made  a  correct  state- 
ment of  all  their  contents,  which  the  House  heard, 
and  having  heard,  received  them.  As  to  the 
harsh  things  which  have  been  uttered  by  the  gen- 
tleman frojod  Virginia  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
hurt  my  reputauon.    I  said  some  inforn 
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8t«t6d  in  the  memomls,  was  correct.  I  say  so 
now«  'B«t  did  I  say  the  whole  infoimatton^  con- 
tained in  them,  with  the  coloring,  was  true? 
Gkntlemen  will  bear  me  whnte  that  I  said  I  did 
not  believe  the  facts  could  be  proved ;  but  that 
there  was  groan  d  enough  t»  justify  the  goinff  into 
an  inquiry.  I)}ow^  as  lo  the  infonnatioD  aUnded 
to :  I  received  no  ^ifonaation  layseif  from  New 
York — the  informntion  came  to  a  ^eitleman  on 
this  floor*  Was  it  iot  meio-  bting^lhis  inCbrma* 
tion  before  the  House?  Other tteeSieiben  had  tl» 
satst  inibrraatioiw  I  have  sakf  these  things  as  a 
reason  for  not  betnff  too  preci|>itBte.  Such  con- 
doct  will  look  as  if  we  were  influenced  br  irn* 
proper  motives.  In  what  I  have  said,  t  bf  no 
means  mean  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  memorials. 
Mr.MtTMFORD.'-^n  the  first  of  FeT)niaryl  appli- 
to  the  Collector  ofNew  York.  H6  declared  he 
did  not  know  the  real  destination  of  the  L^ander 
— she  had  cleared  out  for  Jacmel.  The  2d  Feb- 
ruary, the  I^ander  sailed  from  the  watering  place 
at  Staten  Island.  Her  destination  was  the  com- 
moa  sul^ept  of  conversation.  Some  supposed  it 
was  to  Que  plfu^,  and  some  to  another  i  but  it  wap 

fenerally  conjectured  to  be  a  British  expedition. 
t  was  oomiONOW. conversation  that  Miranda  had 
brought  with  him  a  credit  oD  Gkeat  Bdtaio,  and 
I  have  since  been- iniermedthe  drew  •  bill  On  .one 
of  the  latoiBritish  Administration.  Shortly  af^er. 
I  heard  of  theprot^uikm,  but  I  never  fmaginea 
the  Admlnistratioflf'had  anything  to  do  -with  the 
expedition. 

Mr.  CluiNCTsaid,  in  the  remarks  he  had  oBbred, 
he  had  only  meant  to  say  that  there  hsld  been  an 
extraordinary  eqi/tpment  and  arming  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York.  He  did  not  mean  to  pledge 
himself  as  ta  the  knowiei^  of  the  destination, 
or  to  the  other  fact,  whether  there  ifti  time  for 
the  Administration  to  have  preteiited  it.  ' 

Mr.  Jaoksoh. — The  gentleman  did  ^  so. 

Mr.  duiNOT.— Sudi  laorjr  tmpr^sa(bn  nt  prev- 
enc,  but  I  am  iMi>«cff(au»  ^f  k..  fiUn^e^l^  rdse,  I 
haTT  understood  tfMit  «ft«v«  this  hifariMrtioA  <ma 
reaeifved,  an  aMtmpf >was  made  bfthe  Executive 
to  stop  the  vessel.'  in  makMi^  ihe  remarks  I  Have 
oflTered,  I  did  not  meati  to  crmititate  the  Adminis- 
t»aCt0D...If  iny  words  bore  widi  a  meaning,  I 
witbdrnw  them.    S«cii  was  not  fmy  inteation. 

Mr.  Biowfiu.  «aid,  the.  memorials  refeited  to 
two  subjects.  On  the  first,  the  memorialists  aute 
that  they  have  been  indicted  fb^  an  offence,  and 
TtpreBent  ceruin  facts,  yhibh  they  say  are  hi  their 
faror ;  chey  say  the  indi^^ttnent  is  dependtngf-^h^s 
is  begging  the  ca^e.  That  while  these  facts  re^ 
main  to  b^  tried  befbre  a  tri))i2nal  bf  jastiW' wherfe 
the  whol«i  benefit  of  evid^nbe  may  be  tiia^  use  of 
either  in  justification  Or  destructionoftfie  charges, 
that  the  memorialisti should  resort,  to  a  petition 
of  this  nature  on  th^  last  day  of  the  session,  is 
most  extraordinary;  and  for  the  House  toui^der- 
take  to, decide  a  question  now  pepding/ before  a 
court  and  jiirK)  be^^e  whom  any  witnesses  may 
be  summoned,  would  be  atUl  more  extraordinary. 
The  other  sut^ect  relates  (a  the  conduct  of  the 
jtidffe  in  this  pariioular.case.  K,  when  this  tase 
shau  be  ultimaady  4ceiiad^  the  tteaotialistaahaU 
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thinkthera^elvesaggneved,  it  will  be- time  enaogh 
to  come  forward  with  their  complaint. 

Ml*.  £ari4Y. — The  mfBK>rial3  have  been  pre* 
seated  at  a  time  and  under  circumstaooes  so  ex* 
traordinarv,  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  call  for,  at  the 
hands  of  this  House,' something  more  than  is  conr 
taSned  in  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  firom  Ken-* 
tubky.  These  peculiarities  of  time  and  circum** 
stance  have  been  already  noticed  by  different  Ken-r 
tlemen,  and  are  of  a  aatuf  e  so  striking,  that  tney 
cannot  eaeape  the  attention  of  any.  i  shall  no^ 
therefore,  detain  the  House  with  any  argumenta, 
or  with  a  detail  of  them.  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  offering  a  resolution  which  I  think  the  occasion 
calls  for,  and  jn  favor  of  which  I  hope  the  gantla* 
man  from  Kentpcky  will  withdraw  his  motion.. 

Mr.  Earlt  then  offered  the  foUowing  rfsoki* 
tion:  .     'M  .      .     .  •■...' 

,Re8ofved,  That  the  charges  contained  in  the  memo- 
rials onB.' a.  Ogden  and  William  Bmidi  ars,in  the 
opinion  of  this  Honso,  ansnpported  by  any  e^d^tice 
whicliy  in  the  lea«t  degree^  otimmafat  the  Eveentlve 
government  of  this  coimtiy;*--that  the  said  uemorials 
appear  to  have  bean  puasuiaA  at  a  time  aad  under 
fluwimstancea  insidiotisly  cahnlated  to  excite  uiyast 
■aspirians  in  the  minds, of  the  good  people  of  this  n»> 
tion  against  the  existing  Administration  of  the  Geneial 
Government,  and  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  in 
this  House  to  take  any  step  which  might  infiuence  or 
prejudice  a  cause  now  dependlug  in  a  legal  triboi^  of 
the  United  SUtes.  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said 
memorials  be  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  returned  to 
those  fi-om  whom  they  came. 

Mr.  Lton  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.,CuuiK  said  thb  irasolalioa  was  aisceptible 
of  diviaioni  He  had  no  objection  to  theiatter 
part  of  it^  but  he  did  notfwiah  to  give  a  baity  de- 
oisioB  on  the  former^  as  he  was  not  acquateted 
withall  the  circamstaaees  referred  to.  He  waold 
therCfbie  mora  to  strike  ont  the  first  part  of  the 
i«idlfaioa. 

.  Ht,  8Miufi.*-We  iare  aow  to  give  a  vote  wfaa- 
^(0r  theaa  chargat  are  tme  ar  not.  Believing 
them  toibe  nntroe,!  shall  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out*. 

Mr.  Clark. — I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  tra«. 
Btt  it  is  not  propet  to  condemn  a  cause  nnheard. 
These. men  think  themselves  aggrieved;  they  aaC 
forth  certaia  ehi»ges,aBd  we  at  oAce  give  our 
opinioB  that  they  itre  faise.  I  eaa  never  agree  to 
this  eoairae. .       .      i    . 

Mr.  DAiuw^Theae^  memerida  eontahi  a  atat«> 
flieot  of  aanain  factain  the  ^nature  of  alleauiooa 
BgaiBetcertainoffieeBi  in  this  Government.  Wheit»- 
erer  allagatiooa  of  thia  kind  are  made^  aaak  htB" 
guaga  oiifbi  tohaasedae  ia  best  adapted  toeon- 
vey  the  ideas  of  the  petitioners.  Theae  memo* 
riflila  eoottun  two  thhigs.  In  the  first  pUce,  thev 
cbaii>e  the  Exeoative  of  the  Uaiied  States  with 
a  prticipation  in  Miranda's  expeditioa.  As  to 
this  charge;  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  imptdpri^ty 
of  the  House  interfering.  Under  a  law  of  the 
United  States  the  e<|Uipment  of  a  vessel  agamt  a 
Power  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  is  consideiad 
as  a.  misdemeanor,  punished  bv  fine  aad  imprisaa^ 
Attut:  and  if  Qenml  Miranda  oiifflfld  these  sen 
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under  a  beH^  that  tbe  President^  or  Bmtecuty  of 
State,  did  eDuatenance— 4hough  in  ftiet  tbef  did 
not— 4his  enterprise,  iktf  tnav,  if  foQdd  guilty  by 
a  jury,  arail  tb^mselres  of  this  etreumstance,  in 
mitig^tioa  of  tbeir  fine  and  imprkoameDt.  It 
doeB  not  become  this  House,  by  any  detelaraiioDy 
to  give  aa  opinion  on  tMs  point,  ekfaref  one  way 
or  aaother.  On  tbe  other  )^oint,  reialite  to  the 
eondaet  of  the  jadge,  I  ato  not  so  satiftfttd  rela- 
tive to  tbe  eonrse  to  be  yvrsued.  Is  not  every 
riian  accused  emitled  lo  a  fair  trial  %  And  if  the 
charges  are  true,  and  tbe  aoan  guilty,  And  ^et  the 
jtidge  has  erred,  he  has  abused  his  authonlf  •  I 
will  not  say  perversely,  but  he  has  mn  pursued 
the  nsnal  couese  df  administering  o?i  Ainal  justiae. 
As  to  this  part  of  the  memotiu,  therefore,  I  am 
willing  it  aRDidd  lie  on  tbe  table ;  while  £  am  per- 
fectly ready  as  to  that  part  which  respects  tlie 
Executive,  to  reject  it. 

Mr«  ALEYAjinER.— *I  wish  to  be  informed  ^f  Ae 
correctness  of  my  impressioB.  tint  the  m^ver  of 
the  meaiorial  pmved  it  should  be  prialed.  Before 
tlie  House  give  their  conaeat  to  publish  sttch  a 
TOhimiBOUs  piece  of  ealunniy,  I  should  be  gkd  to 
liear  aome  reaion  assigned  for  it*  At  first  blush) 
tM  has  been  represented  by  the  gentleifi«n  frofm 
New  Yot-k,  this  appears  to  be  an  nijust  and  un- 
^ndid  attempt  to  obtain  the  interfbrence  of  this 
House.  I  should  be  dad  gentlemen  would  show 
Us  any  case  in  which  it  would  be  right  for  thb 
House  to  interfere  while  it  is  coram Jndice. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  with  suggesting  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Early,  which  he  after- 
wards withdrew. 

llr.  Clark  likewise  withdrew  his  aaoeadment. 

Mr.  MA8TER8.^rt  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard 
-of  a  dckndaat  umder  an  iadkement  for  a  public 
offence,  petitioniDg  the  Repveaentatives  of  the 
^••plo  to  interfere  and  arrest  him  from  public 
jnstiee.  It  is  a  kind  of  io^iutatiott  on  thia  House. 
The  petitioner  is  accused  of  a  breach  of  the  law, 
«id  IS  odlad  on  to  answer  t&at  accosatlo^  htioxe 
the  proper  foruasu  it  doee  not  below  ito  this 
•House  to  interfere  with  that  tribnfrai.  Ttee  Con- 
stitution has  set  apart  and  defined  the  difTetenx 
powers. 

TMe  ■Mmoridists  attempt  toeriminate  the  AS- 
Aintstretion.  The  Admtnistrtitifin isnot  on  triil 
before  this  House.  If  the  diattvct  ^nd^,  la  the 
cnnm  of  theezamlnadon  «ad>  trial,  aets  eonupt- 
Ijr,  there  is  a  proper  time  and  manner  ^  bringing 
boar^matitiitionally  before  tbta  House.  We  ottght 
not  to  eoantenanee  the  defendant^  endeavors  «o 
cast  an  odium  on  tbe  court  before  wbdmthe  trial 
IS  derpemding^  and  the  petition  ought  to  be. dis- 
missed in  stronger  traguage  than  is  edcpresaed  •  in 
tneresolntiba. 

Mr..J/RAMDoi,pB  iksked  for  a  -division  nf  the 
resolution  down  to  the  word  *Sjoontry  "  nreeeding 
the  first  dash.  V  ^ 

Mr.  CLARKsaid  he  really  felt  for  thedignity  of  the 
House.  He  had  no  hesitation  to  say  that  tne  peti- 
toonwaa  unsupported  by  evktenee.  But  the  jour- 
Ims  wonld  show  that  this  was  not  the  first  in- 
^Jaaoe  that  similar  petitions  had  been  acted  upoa, 
Tha  petitioners  thought  themselves  injured,  and 


bad  a  riff bt  to  call  for  redress*  la  ocdet  to  fit 
rid  of  this  difficulty,  he  moved  the  prerieiu  opitt 
tion. 

M^.  Jackson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  vritid 
were  taken  on  tbe  preYhms  ^esttoa,  ^ShiJi  ik 
main  question  be  new  put,^'  and  deciiled  in  ibi 
affirttiative^--^-7ieas  74,  nays  16,  as  fo|lowB: 

Ysifs^Bvan  AMzandsr,  Wiffii  Aliton,  jis.,  hm 
Anderson,  thftid  Baid,  losMrii  Barker,  Buwdl  Bn- 
sett,  Qearge  f^  Bedinger,  Bsmabii  Bidwdl,  Ms 
Blaklif.jnn.,  Rebeit  Biewa,  Levi  Gai^, JotmCbnia, 
iofan  Claibomey  Mattfaenr  OisQr^  JohR  Ckpteii,  fm^ 
iek  Conrad,  Leenetd  CoiRinglQn,  Jaodb  Ctommimii 
Richsrd  Cutis,  Btra  Dttrby,.Slisi  Eftde,  PsKiEiily, 
James  Blliot,  Ebeneser  Ehner,  WillitBiFiBdlej,JiMi 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gsraett,  Aadrew  Gn^ 
Iseish  L.  G^Qn,8ilas  Hals^,  John  HamiltoB,  Dind 
Holmes,  David  fiough.  John  Q.  Jackson,  Walter  Jono, 
John  £iambert»  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Mijro^ 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreeij, 
Nicjiolto  R.  Moore,  Thoftias  Moore,  Jeteimih  Mor- 
tbW,  John  Morrow,  Gnrdon  8.  Mumford,  TWjii  New- 
ton, Jan.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  John  RuiM|h, 
Thomas  M.  Ran^lph,  John  Itea  a(  Pessi^htn, 
fohn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  J<4m  Rnsiell;  PMn  Mjt 
Thomas  8ttidfbid,Maftin  G.Sebnneman,  Janet  Moo, 
John  dmUie,  John  Smith,  Samnsl  SmHhfHesrySciA- 
aidi  JoMph  8tantbD,  Da^d  Thomas,  FhilipS.TbiBi^ 
son,  Uri  Tesc^,  Abrim  Tiigf ,  Josefh  B.  Vmia, 
Min  WhilehtU,  Robert  WhMuU,  David  R  WilliiM, 
Nathan  .WiUiam8,and  Joseph  Winston. 

NATs**-8Uas  Betdpn,  Christopher  ChBk,fiiiD«lW. 
Dana,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  Joseph  Lewii,  ]«*•> 
Jonatiian  O.  Moas^,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  TisNtk;  hr 
kin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Benjamin  Ta]ljD«ilge,Biniri 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Killian  K.  Van  Bm- 
selaer,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  stated, '^Tklt 
the  House  do  agree  to  tbe  said  nioUoa,"t  dim- 
ion  of  the  said  question  was  called  for:  What- 
upon,  the  ficst  member  thereof  being  KfjiinMH 
in4he..wori)^followi|[^  to  wit: 
.  .^JUsdhmi,  ThatAenhaisaseDiitihisdinlbtaaN- 
liais  of  Semnel  G.  O^den  and  «f  WiUisa  &  Mh. 
are,  in  tha  optnioa  of  .tfais  Jionsey  nanf^ntidbyaV 
evidence  whieh,  in  Sbe  least  d^rtee,  drimissliM  the  in- 
ecutive  Govtnua#ff(^f  this  q[»||nli;y*" 
.  The  qnestioik^^was  takeb  that  the  Hone^ 
agree  to  the  said  ifint  member  of  tbe  ffiO><M" 
resolred  in  tbe  affinnatire^--^aB  V6,ttysW)V 
follows  t 

YiAs— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Abtaa.jsfc.bSf 
Anderaon,  David  Bard,  leseph  Barkar,  ^••f'*; 
Bellinger.  Barnabas  iBidwell,  John  Blake,  i^'^zH^ 
Blown,  Levi  Caaw,  John  Chandler,  Joh«  CWJ5 
Christonhcr  Clark,  Mattl^w  CU^,  John  Clep^t^T' 
erick  Cojirad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jsoob  Otm» 
shield,  tficbard  Cutts,  Ezra  DaSr,  felisi  Barie,  WJ 
Early,  Jaines  Bmott,  Ebeneser  lEUmer,  WiBita  ^f 
ley,  Jame^  W^,  Jdhn  t'owler.  James  M.  GtmetU  An- 
drew Gregg;  fiaiah  L.  Green^  SDas  Haliey,  John  HJ 
flton.  David  Hobnes,  David  Hough,  John  0.  J^ 
Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Ualthew  Lyon,  nft» 
Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  WiBfam  M^Creeiy,  VV^ 
las  R.  Moore,  Thomas  MooVe,  Jereiaiah  Momm,  W» 
Morrow,  Gnrdon  a  Mamfeid,  Thoatse  Newtoe,  j** 
Gideon  OUn,  John  Pn^,  Jolm  Randolph,  T^r 
Bandalpb,  Jste  Bea  of  JPenflayltiate»  Jebn  Xk«»  " 
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Bioasi  TbomaB  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Soh^eman,  Jimh^P 
Sloan,  Joiu  SmUie,Jo)m  Sinith,>8amvel,Siaiith,  Henry 
6ouUuird»  jQ99ph  Stanton,  David  Tiiomn^,  Philip  B. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
nxan,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Wil- 
liain0>  NatVan  Willian^s,  JUchard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
"Winston. 

Nats — BnrweU  Bassett,  9amnel  W.  Dana,  William 
tlly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jerc- 
iniaai  Nehon,  Josian  Quincy,  ahd  KllHi^i  it.  Van 
Ran^selaer. 

The  second  member  of  the  sa^d  motion  j^ein^ 
again  read  i^  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  That  the  said  Aemoriala  appear  to  have  b^  pre- 
Bcinted  at  a  time,  and  under  curcomstanpes  inf»i(^iousl/ 
l^alculated  to  excite  unjnst  (suspicion  in  t^ie  mii^ds  of 
ahe  good  people  of  this  nation,  against  the  existing 
Administration  of  the  General  Government." 

The  question  was  ^en  that  the  House  do  aeree 
to  the  said  aecopd  member  of  the  motioB)  ana  re- 
solved in  the  afficmative — yeas  70,  nay»  13,  a^ 
follows: 

YaAs — ^£van  Alexaadei,  Willis  AlstoB»  im^  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas- 
»ett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
jlBlaice,  jun.,  Bobert  ^rown,  Ley!  Casey,  John  Chan- 
fdler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  EUaa  Earle,  Pe- 
ter Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Tindley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David 
Solmea,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lam- 
l^rt,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert  Ma- 
rlon, Josiah  Masters,  William  MeOreeiy,  Nksholas  R. 
Sl^ofo,  Thomas  Moore,  Jokn  Morrow,  Onrdon  8. 
SfumfM,  Thpmas  NewtMi,  Jan.,  CKdoon  OKn,  John 
Fagh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Raa  of  V^natylfap 

.^P^Wf    ^*WW^    *V^^^   •'*    •  »WW^¥^^^V,.  «vip^^p  •  l^f^^VBia,    (^  ipt^i 

MMj»  TlMim  J3Mmnon%  Thowf  «aj|d|Qr^,  Uwrtm 
.6.  $ohii^9«ian,  Hmm  9\Qfm,  Jfthn  ^mjlie,  John  Bmttk, 
.fifmjeMiMllk.  Uwj  ^qaihAi4>  Jfoii^ph  3tfMMPtt,  Dv 
m^  T^ksmt^  XJri  Tran^,  49%Bp|i  B.  Y^^t^np,  John 
Whiiciiau,  ^\mt  WbiiohiU,  JPnyid  ^  WiHianiia.  JHf- 
Am  jWiUiamsy  iUohard  Wiiw.  m^  4(m^  Winston. 
Nas»*.*Ohiistophar  Olaik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Wil- 
•liam  £ly,.JiaM»M.Clariiett,  Josafib  Lowia,  jan^^on- 
-flitliMi  a  MoMly,  J«ifomiah  Nebon,  Timatky  Pidua, 
jnn^  JDfiihi)a«BO]r>  ^^^^  Randalph,  Philip  R.  ThoMp- 
.^•s,  Abram  Trigg,  and  ICillian  K.  Von  UitmuJMx. 

The  third  member  of  the  aaid  motion  beifi^ 
<ftgaiii  xead,  in  the  words^followtnjg,  to  wit: 

*'  And  th|it  it  would  be  h^^hly  in^pToperin^thiA  Honse, 
to  takf  any  ittep  which  migl^t  influence  or  prejudice  a 
cause  now  depending  in  a  legal  Uibunal  of  the  United 
States.'' 

The  quectioa  was  takea  that  theHoi^ed^  agree 
to  aaid  third  mamber  of  the  motion,  and  nnan- 
imaoalf  reaelivad  in  the  ^iffirmnUve,  by  yi^as  and 
Bftya,  eytr^r  mepnber  preaeat  YOling  in  ike  afficm- 
^ative,  to  wit': 

Evan  Alexaiider,  WfiBis  Akten,  Jan.,  Isaao  Ander- 
mon,  Dvrid  Bard,  iosefkh  Barkor,  BnrweU  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  BidweH,  John  BitlEe, 


jmi.,  Robert  :Bfow«^L0vi€aaaj,  John  CJtiMidier,  John  -  w  « 

^CViitowf,  Q)m¥^¥  9Mh  AUuhejv  Cl^y,  ip}^i|  United  ^ai€«.«g4in;H  the  fiarbaryPow^if''' 
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Clop^,  Fi»derick  Conrad,  ^aon^vd  Co^ni^n,  Jfoob 
Crownin^hield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana»  E^wa 
Darby,  El^  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenel- 
ler  filler,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  ^ames  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  James  m!.  Gamctt,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaii^ 
L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  llolmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreenr,  Nicholaa 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  lonathan  Q. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  S*  Mnmfbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thooi* 
as  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  juit^y 
John  Pugh,  Josijih  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  J>(^  Rea 
of  PeniMyhrania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennossee,  John  Rna- 
gelU  Peter  fialtty,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thonias  Sand- 
ford,  MaoBtin'G;.Schuneman,  Jahies  Sk>an,  John  Smt- 
lie,  John  Smith,  fiamael  Smith,  Henij  Sonthaxd, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thoma«, 
Philip  R,  Thompson,  Uri  Txacy,  Abram  Tngg,  KmMfk 
K.  Vfm  Renssc^aar,  Joseph  B*  .Yarnum,  John  White- 
hUl,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUliams,  Richard 
Winn»  ^d  Joi^ph  Winston* 

T^e  fourlh.and  laac  lOEember  of  tba  said  motion 
heiag  again  read,  in  the  worda  following,  to  wit  t 

^  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  memorials  be, 
by  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  returned  to  those  lirom 
T^m  they  came:" 

7be  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  fourth  and  last  n^ember  of  the  motion, 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmaiire — yeas  7J,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

TsAS — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Batker,  BurweU  Bas- 
sett, Barnabas  BidweH,  John  Blake,  jnmor,  Robert 
0rowo,  Levi  Caiey,  John  Chandler,  John  Ckt- 
bome,  Matdiew  Clay,  John  CTopton,  Ftc  tic  rick  Con- 
rad, Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowiiinshiirid,  Richard 
Outts,  Eara  Darhy,  John  JCht^BOti,  ElUs  EsrLe,  Peter 
£arly,  Jamea  ElUol,  Ebeneaer  ELtuer,  John  W.  Eppc«, 
WiUiam  Findley,  J^mies  Fiaki  Jobn  Fowli^r,  Jam<%  M. 
Gamctt,  Mdrew  .Gregg,  laaiah  L,  Green*  Silas  Halsoy, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jack»on.  John 
Lambert»  MatthjBW  Lyon,  Fatrick  Mat^ruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Mastera,  William  McCreery.  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moorei  fohn  Morrow,  Giird4>n  8. 
Mumford,  "nomas  Newtoia,  jun. ^  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penmytva- 
nia,John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  SailljT  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Scban>inan, 
James  Sloan,  John  BmiHe,  John  dmi^,  Suiuuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  JoseMi  Stantoh,  l)avid  Thomas,  Phi- 
ip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  ielin 
WhitehUl,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  It  Wilbaras,  l<ia. 
Aan  Williams,  Richard  Wian,  and  Joseph  WiaslMk 

Wats— GeorgeM.  Bedinger,  €ltfistopl)er  Clarit,«aift- 
nel  W.Dana,  William  ISy,  Joseph  Lewis,  ian.,  icra- 
miah  Nelson,  Tnnothy  Pitirin,  jun*,  Josiali  :QQlney> 
John  Randolph,  John  Rassell,  Samuel  Thompnn,  Tho- 
mas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  and  iSaUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer. 

DUTEES  ON  SALT. 

Ti^  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  ikp 
Senate  to  tbe  bill  repealiuff  the  acts  laying  dutiaa 
on  salt,  and  conunuing  in  for.oe  for  a  further  tima, 
the  first  /leciion  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  apt  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  commerce  and  saamf^  of  the 
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These  aroendmcntsr*  proposed  strikiDg  out  all 
the  provisioDs  of  the  biU  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
Ihe  daty  on  salt.  • 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  believed  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  If  it 
were,  he  would  offer  an  amendment,  which  would 
go  to  take  off  the  duty  on  salt  to  the  amount  of 
eifibt  cents. 

The  Speaker  considering  the  amendment,  in 
4lie  present  stage  of  the  business,  not  in  order,  the 
question  was  put  on  concurriBg  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate. 

•  Mr.  J.  Ran&olpb.'— I  understand  this  House  to 
-have  sest  A  bill  to  the  Senate  repealing  the  exists 
-log  duty  on  sah,  and  continuingfor  a  furtlier  time 
•the  tax  imposing  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  articles  previously  charged  with  ad  vfluo- 
rem  duties.  The  Senate  have  returned  the  bill, 
retaining  the  supply  we  voted,  as  well  as  the  tax 
proposed  by  us  to  be  repealed.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  agree  to  their  amendments,  and  the  reasons  I 
shall  offer  will  not  be  those  drawn  from  expedi- 
ency, but  from  my  idea  of  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  this,  and  the  other  branoh  of  the  Legis- 
.lature-^-which  is^  that  it  is  the  sole  and  indisputa- 
ble prerogative  of  this  House  to  grant  the  money 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  is  here 
only  that  a  grant  of  monev  can  originate.  It  is 
true  that  the  Senate  have  tne  power  of  amending 
money  bills,  but  my  idea  of  the  extent  to  which 
that  power  ean  go,  accordinff  to  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Constitution^  is  this:  While  the  Senate  may 
amead  money  bills,  to  facilitate  the  collection  of 
duties,  or  in  other  respeets,  as  to  their  detail^- they 
do  not  possess  the  ConsCitutiooal  power  of  var^r- 
hig  either  the  quabtum  of  tax  proposed  ia  tliis 
'House,  or  the  obfect  oa  which  it  may  be  levied. 
I  hope  the  House  will  never  consent  to  give  up 
this  itrvaluable  privilege  of  saying  what  supplies 
thev  wiir  grant,  and  the  object  on  which  they 
shall  be  levied.  But,  even  supposing  this  objec- 
tion nugatory,  I  hope  this  House  will  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  trapped^  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
ia  agreeing  to  a  grant  it  was  never  in  their  con- 
.tem^ation  to  make.  When  we  sent  a  bill  to  the 
other  branch  to  continue  the  Mediterranean  duty, 
we  seat  at  the  same  tim^,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty 
.00  salU  ;  .The  ameadment  from  theBenate  can  be 
-viieived  in  no  other  light  than  as  originating  a 
nKmey  bill  in  the  Senate.  It  goe^  to  originate  a 
-tax  on  salti  Such,  in  effect^  will  be  the  object 
aad  teadeaey  of  themea^iiffe*  Let  ussoppooe, 
iastead  of  sending  to  the  Senate  a  bill  imposing  a 
•new  taX|  we  had  sent  a  simple  bill  to  repeal  this 
same  tax  upon  salt— could  the  Senate^  by  an 
-amendment^  rivet  and  continue  the  Mediterra- 
nean fund  ?  And  if.  tbe^  could,  would,  not  that 
be  originating  a  money  bill  ?  I  hope  tha  Houte 
will  disagree  to  the  aiQ^ndn^nts  qf  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sloan.— However  I  may  expose  myself  to 
the  censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  say  something  on  a  subject 
highlv  interesting  to  my  constituents.  Notwith- 
standingthe  talents  and  eloquence  of  that  gentle- 
man, I  tffffer  from  him  on  this  subject.  I  will  as)£ 
what  ehance  there  was  of  obtaining  the  repeal  <^f  j 


this  tax  upon  salt,  when  the  measure  was  proposed 
at  the  heel  of  a  session,  when  it  might  have  been 
offered  three  months  ago,  and  connected  with 
anpther  thfng  which  compelled  me  to  vote  for  it? 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  as  Constitutional  for  ns  to 
agree  to  an  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  if  the 
thing  originated  with  us.  I  hope  the  Hotise  will 
agree  to  the  amendment.  The  situation  of  oar 
alairs  requires  it,  and  I  trust  we  shall  treat  with 
contempt  the  attempt  to  force  down  so  important 
a  bill  at  the  end  of  a  session. 

Mr.  Alston  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to 
accommodate  with  the  Senate.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain ah  accommodation,  he  should  vote,  in  the 
first  instance,  against  the  amenthnents  of  the  Sen- 
ate. On  a  conference,  they  may  agree  to  strike 
off  the  duty  of  eight  cents  on  salt,  and  the  next 
year,  when  we  shall  better  understand  the  ground 
on  which  we  stand,  the  House  may  be  disposed 
still  fbrther  to  lessen  the  burden. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee. — I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  as  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  originating  reve- 
nue, but  as  one,  on  the  contrary,  detracting  froa 
the  revenue.  I  contend  that  the  Senate  hare  the 
power,  tt  any  time,  to  say  they  will  not  conseal 
to  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  law,  else  they  are  a 
trifling,  insignificant  body.  Are  they  not,  as  well 
as  we^  to  judge  of  the  exigency  of  the  coantry  t 
This  is  not  a  question  of  expediency,  hot  of  ne- 
cessity. Though  we  are  desirous  of  taking  off 
the  duty  on  salt,  such  is  the  situation  of  the  couit- 
try,  menaced  with  foreign  danger,  and  particalarly 
with  a  war  with  Tunis,  that  the  revenue  ougiit  not 
to  be  diminished.  For  these  reasons  I  shau  eoa- 
our  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senata 

The  yass  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  agreeisf 
t^  the  amendment  of  the  Senate — yeas  34^  aays 
16,  as  fottows : 

Tfas— John  make,  jr.,  Ridisrd  Catts,  Etta  Daikf, 
Jsmes  Flsk,  iMfoh  L.  Green»  Waller  ionea,  MklMfi 
Leib,  Matthew  Lvun>  Jsskh  Matlera.  NieMm  A. 
Moore,  Gtirddn  8^  Mumfofd,  Thonas  akmtbn,  jaaim^ 
Thomas  M:  Randolph;  John  Bhea  of  Teanenae,  Mm 
Rusiidl,  Peter  Ssiliy,  Thomas  Sommsas,  TImmdss  Sand- 
ibid,  Martfn  CK  dohvneaiBn,  Jis.  Sloan,  Dmd  noans, 
Uri  Traeyv  J^hn.  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  WiUaM. 

Nats — Bvan  Alexsnder,  Willis  Alstoa,  joBn  Bur* 
wcU'BaMettyGeocge  M.Bedmger»  Silas  Bailoa,  Bama- 
bss  BidwcU,  Robert  Browa,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chand- 
ler/John  Ckiboine,.GhrisCopher  Clark,  Matthew  €31^ 
Mia  Olopton,  Jao(rf>  CrowniiMhield,  John  Dairenpoct, 
junior,  Mm  Bawssn,  Elisa  Earle,  Peter  BaHr,  Jsbms 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.Eppes, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  S^as 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  DsTidHons^ 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan 0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Tua* 
othy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pogh,  Josiah  Qaincy,  Jobs 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  John  Staiiii^ 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph  Scsaton,  Beii|aM 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tsnney,  Philip  R.  Thompna, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vm- 
aum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da^id  K. 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  J*-  j 
aaph  WinstoxK. 

Mr*  J.  RANDOLrH.-^I  hope  we  shall  now  ad* 
here  to  otrr  disagreement  to  the  jaaendoMttC  of  ihe 
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Senate.    I  hope  we  shall  Dot  concur  with  the  Sen- 
ate, under  the  idea  of  reducing  the  duty  on  salt 
from  twenty  to  twelve  cents.    Notwithstanding 
a  fear  entertained  by  some  gentlemen  of  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue,  the  House,  by  a  vast  major- 
ity, passed  the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt.  The 
Message  of  the  President  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  Committee 
made  a  report  recommending  the  taldag  off  the 
doty  on  salt,  and  continuing  the  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  duty.    Every  objeotton  to  the  measure 
that  now  elists  then  existed,  and  ought  then  to 
Imtb  b«en  oflftred.    W«  then  sent  to  the  other 
Houae  a  supply  of  money— >a  tax  yielding  $900,- 
600,  with  the  probability  of  its  amounting  the 
ensuing  year  to  a  million  $  in  this  same  bul  we 
proposed  taking  off  a  tax,  which  doea  not  yield 
9600,000;  we  therefore  made  a  grant  of  $400,000 
annually.    It  is  said  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  aoes  not  go  to  the  impoaitton  of  a  new  tax, 
bat  that  it  continues  the  revenue  as  it  is.    There 
is  some  plausibility,  but  no  solidity  in  this  remark. 
If  it  goes  to  continue  the  revenue  at  it  now  is, 
'where  is  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  duty  of 
t^o  and  a  half  per  cent  i    It  is  therefore  in  thet 
a  new  money  bill.    Let  me  urge  one  thing  to  the 
Monte,    If  we  ever  mean  to  strike  off  the  duty  on 
salt,  we  must  clinff  to  the  Mediterranean  fund  as 
the  lever  to  lif^  this  load  from  the  shoulders  of 
tke  people.    It  will  be  recollected  that  within  five 
years  we  have  taken  off  the  internal  taxes.    I  an 
glad  of  it ;  for  I  fbar  it  would  not  now  be  done. 
They  produced  about  $800,000,  inclusive  of  the 
taxes  which  have  expired,  and  $640,000  exclusive 
of  them.    But  we  have  granted  a  supply  of  two 
and  a  half  per  eest  duties,  which  yield  annually, 
from  nine  hundred  thousand,  to  a  million  dollars. 
This  is  a  complete  ofiset  to  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
ternal taxes.    What  we  have  lost  by  their  repeal 
we  have  gained,  with  the  add ii  ion  of  one  or  two 
Imndred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  sum  we 
should  have  received,  had  they  been  suffered  to 
Tettiain,and  no  addition  been  mode  to  the4ttties 
en  imports  and  tonnage ;  and  yet  we  hear  of  the 
growing  demands  of  the  Government.    But  the 
trowing  demands  of  all  Gtovemaaents  are  alike. 
Do  gentlemen  recollect  the  growing  state  of  the 
nation?    When  this  Qovemment  was  first  put  in 
motion,  the  duties  on  iinports  were  not  more  than 
four  or  SiTe  millions.    Tnese  resources  are  daily 
growing,  and  a  fund  accruing  from  the  increasing 
prosperity  of  the  people,  which  their  guardians  are 
bound  to  account  for.    Though  we  have  contract- 
ed a  debt  for  New  Orleans,  we  have  gained  a  rev- 
eaoe  of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  year.    From 
these  circumstances  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  they  will,  in  their  justness  and  gracious- 
nets,  yield  a  tax  ot  half  a  million  for  a  tax  which 
groduces  a  whole  million.    It  is  a  new  stretch  of 
ienatorial  prerogative,  for  that  bodjr— 

The  Spbakbr  said  tne  House  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Senate— it  was  therefore 
out  of  order  to  make  such  remarks. 

Mr,  J.  Ranuolph. — I  would  wish  to  have  noth- 
faig  to  do  with  the  Senate ;  and  am  therefore  in 


favor  of  adhering  to  our  vote — though  I  believe, 
when  there  is  a  Constitutional  question  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  two  branches,  we  may  very  properly 
examine  |heir  proceedings.  It  is  said  the  Senate 
may  strike  out  all  but  the  title  of  your  bills.  In- 
disputably; but  will  this  House  submit?  Sup- 
pose you  send  a  bill  to  the  Senate  laying  a  duly 
of  two  per  cent,  on  saltpetre,  and  they  send  it 
back  to  YOU,  striking  out  this  provision,  and  giving 
you  a  bill  in  lieu  of  it,layinff  a  tax  of  four  shillings 
m  the  pound  on  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 
Is  that,  under  the  Constitution,  a  fair  exercise  of 
their  power?  To  my  mind,  if  the  position  be  ad- 
mitted, that  it  is  the  sole  privilege  of  this  House 
to  grant  the  public  money,  it  is  extremelv  indecent, 
to  say  no  more,  for  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
to  tell  the  United  States  they  will  get  all  the 
money  they  can,  whatever  may  be  the  disposition 
of  this  House.  Recollect  how  the  salt  tax  was 
laid  before — on  the  last  day  of  an  expiring  Con- 
gress, after  a  proposition  to  lay  the  tax  had  been 
rejected,  and  members  had  gone  home,  under  the 
persuasion  that  no  such  attempt  would  be  renew 
ed.  By  some  little  modification  of  that  proposi- 
tion, a  tax  of  twentv  cents  was  laid  on  every 
fifty-six  pounds  of  salt,  and  riveted  on  the  people 
forever.  When  I  say  forever,  I  mean  the  period 
of  its  being  taken  off  depends  on  a  branch  of  th^ 
Legislature,  over  which  the  j)eople  have  but  little 
contrdl)  who  are  the  representatives,  not  of  the 
people,  but  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Now,  if  the 
riouse  do  wish,  as  surely  they  must,  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax,  and  if  they  believe,  as  they  must,  that  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country  admit  of  ita 
repeal,  else  the  bill  would  not  have  passed  by  so 
large  a  majority.  I  hope  they  will  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  other  branch  to  take 
so  much  of  the  public  money,  as  it  is  our  pleasure 
to  ff rant,  and  not  one  cent  more. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee. — As  I  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  understood^  it  is  necessary  tnat  I 
should  say  a  few  words  m  exolanation.  I  raid 
nothing  of  the  Mediterranean  rund.  I  said  then, 
and  I  still  say,  I  do  not  contemplate  this  bill,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  imposing  a  duty  on  salt,  as  a 
money  bill;  and  I  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  only  a  negation  to  the  repeal  of  laws 
affecting  the  revenue.  I  said  that  House  had  a 
right  to  iudge  of  the  propriety  of  a  repeal  of  a 
revenue  law,  and  I  say  so  still.  We  say  we  are 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on 
salt — they  say  they  are  against  it.  What  has  that 
to  do  with  originating  a  money  bill  ?  One  is  as  dia- 
tinet  from  the  other  as  the  effect  from  its  cause. 
I  agree  that  this  House  has  the  right  to  originate 
revenue  laws;  but,  once  enacted,  they  hate  an 
equal  right  with  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
rescinding  them.  With  regard  to  this  law,  when 
1  came  here,  I  found  it  in  existence,  and  I  think 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country  it  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued. Have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  be  embroiled  in  a  war  with  Tunis? 
Will  not  this  take  all  the  revenue  we  have  to 
spare?  I  shall  be  glad  if  it  will  not  take  more. 
We  have  no  information  from  the  Executive 
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Gk>veTnment,  that  this  duty  can  be  dispensed  with. 
tVe  have  seen  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  not  my  duty  to 
sit  here  and  disarm  the  Gorernment  of  the  power 
of  promoting  the  public  interest.  You  may  go 
on  repealing  one  law  after  another,  until  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  but  the  mere  name  of  authority  left. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  demands  on  the  Treasury 
may  increase— 1  believe  they  may  justly  increase; 
we  know  indeed  they  have  increased.  Since  the 
meeting  of  Congress  we  have  taken  measures 
which  may  increase  them  for  eventual  good,  for 
tke  benefit  of  the  whole  community.  Being  of 
this  opinion,  I  must  vote  against  this  bill  in  every 
shape  in  which  it  comes  before  me. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  understand  that  if  the 
House  do  adhere,  all  conference  with  the  Senate 
will  be  at  an  end.  If  they  prefere  to  keep  the 
duty  on  salt  to  having  the  Mediterranean  fund, 
they  will  refuse  to  rec^e  from  their  amendments, 
3ut  I  have  no  idea  they  will  refuse  a  revenue  of 
a  miUiop  for  half  a  million.  I  am  aa  anxious  as 
any  man  to  vote  the  necessary  supplies  of  the 
Government,  and  perhaps  my  vote  might  hare 
been  materialiy  innuenced,  had  a  difilerent  vote 
prevailed  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  public  debt, 
which  has  been  postponed.  But  when  I  find  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fuihi 
tied,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  that  they  will 
be  obliged  to  pour  back  into  the  Treasury,  a  part 
of  the  iwdlH  vested  in  them,  I  feel  altogether  indis- 
posed to  this  amendment.  If  all  the  surplus  reve- 
nue could  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt, 
I  might  be  as  liberal  as  any  man  in  granting  it; 
but  as  it  cannot,  I  am  for  adhering  |o  our  vote. 

Mr.  CoNRAn. — I  hope  we  shall  adhere,  but  try 
a  oonfereacp.  It  will  then  be  time  eaough  to 
consider  whether  ive  will  adhere.  Anxious  as  I 
am  to  get  rid  of  this  odious  tax,  I  will  agree  to 
reduce  the  duty  to  12  cents,  or  keep  the  Mediter- 
lanean  fund,  aqd  next  session  in^ge  whether  we 
«re  able  to  take. pff  the  whole  of  it» 
'  Mr.  RaBA>  of  Tennessee,  said  be  barely  rose 
to  set  the  geotleroaB  from  Virg;inia  right,  by  stating 
that  the  bands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  not  be  tied  for  several  years  to  come, 
and  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  before  any 
such  great  sum  would  be  accumulated  in  their 
hands. 

Mr.  Lton  said  he  felt  ^s  great  an  aversion  to 
the  salt  tax  as  any  other  man,  but  his  strong  wish 
was  to  act  in,  such  a  manner  that  the  Executive 
Qovernment  might  not  be  distressed  in  discharg- 
ing the  dirties  devolved  on  it  by  the  Legislature. 
He  should  vote  against  adhering,  that  a  eonfer- 
ence  might  be  had  with  the  Senate.  He  should 
TOte  for  taking  off  the  salt  tax,  if  he  thought  the 
Government  could  do  without  it;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
mought  we  could  do  without  it.  He  said,  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  he  had  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury^  who  had  told  him  the  Qovern- 
ment could  not  io  without  it. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  then  disagreed  to — 
yea?  36,.  nays  42.    When  the  House  agreed  to 


insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate^  and  appointed  a  committee  of  confer- 


ence. 

And  then,  on  a  motion,  ma4e  and  aeeonded,  the 
House  adjoiffsed  until  half  past  tax  o^lock,  pgH 
metiditim. 

Eodem  Die,  half  past  6  o^doek. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  infenaed  the  Hoow 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  eonference  de*- 
stred  by  thia  House  on  the  subject-nuitter  of  tke 
amendment  depending  between  the  two  Hoaaea 
to  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  in  addinoa  to  an  act, 
entitled  <An  act  tupj^menlarv  to  the  act  prori* 
ding  for  a  Naval  Peace  Balablishmeat,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  have  appeiated  uaoageEi  at 
the  same  oa  their  part  The  Semite  have  ap* 
pointed  a  coaimittee  oa  their  part,  joiatlr,  win 
such  committee  as  nay  be  appointed  on  lae  jwrt 
of  this  House,  to  wait  oa  the  PrasideBt  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  propoaed  r^ 
ctsa  of  Congress. 

The  House  pfocceded  to  ooasider  ao  nack  of 
the  aforegoing  message  of  the  Seaata  as  Tetaasa 
to  (he  appointment  of  a  joint  eomaaittee  of  te 
two  Houses  to  wait  an  the  President  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  notify  him  •£  the  proposed  raeeii 
of  Congress:  Whdrenpoo, 

Bte<3ved^  That  this  Ho^se  doth  agree  to  the 
same;  and  that  Mr.  EAaiiT,  Mr.  Thomab  M.Ra«« 
noiiPHj  and  Mr.  Cutts,-  be  appdnted  of  the  said 
committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  Hous^  proceeded  to  ooosidet  the  ameod- 
meat  proposed  by  the  Sieaate  to  the  bill,  entitki 
"An  act  to  amend,  ta  the  oases  thereiA  mentioBeA, 
the  act  to  regulate  the  coUediaa  of  dutka  oa  Im* 
porta  a»d  tonnage:''  Whereupon. 

Be0olV6d,  Tlwt  this  House  dolk  agree  to  die 
said  ameadoMnt. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  GaaaoitUeeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  setft  frotti  tke  8ettate^  ea> 
titled  "An  act  for  thb  jpfcaiishmeait  of  eonbtemil- 
iuff  the  current  coin  or  the  UniOsd  Stirtea,  aad  ler 
other  parposta.  The  bill  was  repotted  wi^Kml 
atteodBieal. 

The  Hooaoprooeeded  tie  consider  the  said  biA 
at  the  Cbrfc?s  table:  Whereopoa^  the  hiU  was  read 
Ibe  third  titae,  ead  passed. 

The  House  nrooeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  biU  enittled 
"An  act  respectieff  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory  and  State  of  Ohio:'*  Whereapon, 

£U9(^9ed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  timeacf 
holding  the  Courts  of  t£d  District  of  Cohimltta, 
and  for  other  purposea.  The  biU  was  reported 
without  amendment. 

The  House  pcdceeded  lo  consider  the  said  biB 
at  the  Clerk'*  tablet  Wherieup<Hi,  ttie  biU  was 
read  the  third  tioie  and  pasaed. 

Mr.  Smilie,  frona  the  managers  appointed  this 
ddy,  on  the  part  of  tlua  House,  to  attend  a  eon- 
ferenoe  with  the  Senate  oi^  tiie  antijeel-iiBatttt 
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of  the  ameodment  d^peadinff  beUreeo  the  two 
Hooses  to  the  bill,  entitled  <^Ao  act  in  ftddition 
to  an  act,  entitled  ^Ad  act  sapplementary  to  the 
'  act  providing^  for  a  Naval  Peace  Estabhtthmeiit 
'  and  for  other  porposes^^'  reported  that  ibe)^  had 
OMt  the  Maaagers  on  (be  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
had  come  t»  no  agreement  thereupon. 

(  NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  ipfoniMd  the  House 

'    that  the  Sienate  recede  fnan  ti»etr  amendment  to 

'     the  hill,  entitled  *^Ab  ai^t  in  addiiion  to  an  aot, 

entitled  'Aa  aot  aupplementary  to  the  aot  provi^ 

'    dug  for  a  Naval  Peaee  Establi^hsi^nt,  and  for 

other  purposes,"  ta  Umx  disw^emeat  to  which 

this  Hoase  bath  insbted.    The  Senate  adhere 

totjMtr  aiaflAdffleat  to  the  biil^  entitled  "An  acjt 

tepealiQ|f  the  aoto  laying  duties^on  salt,  and  con- 

tintting  in  force,  for  a  furthv  time»  the  first  sec*- 

tion  of  the  aet,  antiUed  ^An  a^t  timber  to  protect 

the  oofomeice  and  seamen  of  thc^  UMJsied  States 

against  the  Barbary  Powers." 

Mr.  GRBUcsfrqm  the  comniitteerof  qopfeaenr^ 
on  the  same  billj  Qbserved  that  tb«  cool^erees  otn 
I     the  pjart  of  the  Senate  did  n^t  discoFj^  any  dis* 
r     position  to  recede  from  th«i|r  amend o^ents.    The 
I     conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House  etated  the  dan- 
ger of  losing  Ibe  niU  if  the  coafereesdid  npt  relax, 
and  proposed  to  meet  them  on  the  ground  of  oiom^ 
promise,  by  taking  off  the  duty  of  eight  cents  im* 
posed  an  aait*    To  iki^  proposition  the  conlene^s 
on  the  pact;  of  the  Senate  deoli^ed  acced^ig' 

Mr.  J.  Rakdoi*pe  a^?ed  that  the  Home  adherf9 
to  their  4i4agreemeiM  to  the  am^Admfiats  of  the 
Senate. 

Ml.  SiftiLiEv—iI  shall  now  be  agliinst  this  bill, 
thouah  I  wa»  originally  in  6i¥.Qr  oi  it.  The  Sen? 
ate  ttavAug  adhered  to  their  vote,  to  repeal  t)m 
duty  on  9ait  is  out. of  the  §u^on>     Tne  only 

Sifss&ion  now  is,  whether  we  shall  .4}ontinM^  tha 
odiftrranean  jfitnd  indepeodent  of  the  othei* 
Seemg  that  I  c^nnpt  get  the  first^  I  will  not  on  that 
account  lose  the  last;  for  J  do  believe,  und^r  present 
ciroamstances,  it  would  be  unwise  to  divaet  our* 
selves  af  the  Mediterranean  lund*^ 

Mr.  Ai.0Tos.— Having  done  everything  in  out 
power  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  or  to  bssf^a  it, 
the  oaly  quastioo  is^  whether  we  ahall  continue 
the  Medltqrzanean  fund  until  the. next  scission ^mt 
a<4.  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  ta)^  a  review  of  the 
different  estimates  froq^^  the  Treasury  dming  Uia 
preset  pession^and  to  consider  the  expanses  tbay 
warrant-^I  aUude  particularly  to  the.  appropria^ 
tion  of  two  millions  towards  jlhe  paich^^  oi  the 
Etpridas^  to  decide  whether  we  can  do  withput 
the  Mediterranean  lund.  The  great  oto^ct  with 
main  advocating  the  repepit  91  the  diUy  on  ^alt 
ym  to  obtain  the  Mediterranean  fund.  We  hare 
d<M»a  oqr  part  to  «ffect  thi»x>()^et.  1  believe  with 
\ha  aid  oi  that  fund,  though  the  duty  on  salt  had 
Wn  ti^en  ofi^  our  revenue  would  have  been  suf-* 
6fekat;  though  even  the.greatost  economy  wpuld 
have  been  requisite  in  the  disbvursement  of  the 
public  money.  Ofi&cial  docnmenu  on  our  tables 
Drom  the  pcoper  departmei^u  will  ^hpw  that  we 
cannot  do  without  tne  MeditereaA  bind  >  provided 


the  objects  for  which  we  have  made  appropria- 
tions be  earned  into  effect.  At  the  next  session, 
however,  we  shall  know  the  measures  takep  bj 
the  Executive,  and  what  our  waj^ts  will  be.  This 
biU  only  extends  the  continuance  of  the  fund  to 
th«  next  session,  which  will  be  on  the  third  of 
March  (  and  siace,  as  it  now  stands,  it  will  not 
expke  until  three  months  from  the  ratification  pf 
the  treaty,  this  bill  will  only  continue  it  for  a  pe- 
riod of  six  or  seven  months. 

Mr.  FiMDLiT.^Though  I  represent  a  district 
which  suffers  mnn:perhaps  than  any  other  in  thf 
United  States  from  the  duty  on  salt,  yet  1  confess 
nyself  astonished  at  the  xnannner  in  which  thip 
biil  has  been  brought  before  us.  We  have  heard 
on  a  former  occasion  much  about  a  cabinet*  In 
this  instance  BO  cabinei  has  been  eoAsulted-Hi)itf 
the  vieaaare  bas  been  smuggled  in  at  the  last  pa-^ 
riod  of  the  sessiont  Are  we  siuing  here  to  enb- 
barrass  ihe  character  and  credit  of  the  United 
Stalaa?  I  thought  the  measure  had  coma  in  oo< 
eaioulation:  hat,  I  find  since  that  it  is  fouadoi 
on  miecakuiatioii)  aA4  ii^/^  it  is  a  partaf  the 
systeci  to  Ihrpw  the  gauntlet,  to  destroy  the  Ad- 
minisaratioo.  The  people  haiKe  oSered  us  no 
petitions  to  repeal  this  tax.  Whait  haFc  we  doftel 
The  Mediterryeaa  fund  is  about  to  ceaae,  aod 
it  is  now  proposed  ta  give  np  the  salt  tax  lai 
it.  This  mode  of  baigaining-^-Hhis  system  of  cor- 
mption,  I  have  always. heea  averse  to.  I  voted 
for  the  bill,  becau«I  thoucktit  came  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  but  Inataad  of  this.  I  find 
it  part  of  a  system  to  embarrass  the  Administra- 
tion. I  will  agree  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  for  I  am  not  at  war  with  the  Groveroment 
or  apy  part  of  it  t  know  I  am  risking  my  popi^ 
laritjT  as  much  as  any  man ;  but  I  am  not  afraid 
of  thu,  as  I  am  convinced  in  a  good  cause  I  shan 
never  suffer.  There  can  be  po  good  ajrg^meat 
for  the  potiop  M>edbere,  but  a  deaire  to  destroy  the 
Admin  nitration. 

Mr.  D.&.  Wju^iabib.-— No  man  .can  be  aaoii 
earnestly  impaessed  with  the  provierbial  dutvef 
payiag  respcaet  to  age  than  myself;  but  my  tech 
inga  have  never  been  move  hurt  than  bv  the  gen- 
tleman's impeaching  the  motive  of  tkose  who 
have  acted  a  patriotic  part.  The  rentleman  has 
avowed  the  idea,  that  the  ComrnUtee  of  Wajrs 
iqad  Means  liave  been  actuated  by  the  view  of 
embarrassing  the  Administration.  I  nbhor  an4 
detest  such  an  imputation.  [Here  was  a  loud  cry 
of  order  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  and  amo^g 
other^s  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Handolph.] 

Mr.  FmoLEY  said  he  hoped  the  gentlemen 
^ould  be  permitted  to  go  on.  He  wished  ^hose 
wlio  were  opposed  to  thp  Governnaeat  to  speak 
out.    [The  call  to  order  was  again  repeated.] 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH.-^I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
our  vote,  aod  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  iodulg* 
iog  this  hope.  I  do  aot  proiaas  to  be  so  well  ao« 
<|uainted  wififa  tbe  subjects  of  finance  as  some 
other  genlleaaen  en  this  floor.  But  if  the  Medi- 
terranean fund  is  to  be  continued  tot  so  short  a 
time,  it  is  obvious  that  the  revenue  to  be  gleaned 
from  it  wiU  be  proportionally  small.  The  argn- 
menu  of  gentlemen  therefoic  rebut  themselvea. 
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They  declare  that  they  want  a  revenue,  ^hile 
Chey  ackoowledge  that  the  continuance  of  this 
tax  will  produce  but  a  small  one.  1  hope  that  we 
shall  keep  the  Mediterranean  fund  as  a  hostage 
for  the  salt  tax.  If  between  this  and  the  next 
session  a  deficiency  shall  occur  in  our  ways  and 
means,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Gh)f  ernment, 
it  will  not  be  the  first  time,  as  I  know  it  will  not 
1>e  the  last,  in  which  I  shall  step  forward  to  vote  a 
supply  to  meet  every  honorable  demand.  If  there 
^hall  be  deficit,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
there  will  be,  I  pledge  myself  as  one  d*  those  who 
will  meet  it.  I  wish  to  adhere  to  our  vote,  that 
the  Mediterranean  Aind  may  he  lost ;  for  we  bav« 
been  told  by  those  who,  I  presume,  are  well  ac- 
quainted on  such  points,  that  such  a  course  will 
enforce  economy,  and  (  wish  I  could  add,  in  the 
words  of  an  honorable  friend  who  has  no  longer  a 
seat  here,  would  insure  economy.  But  what  has 
thrown  us  into  this  heat?  Is  it  the  dinner  we 
have  just  eaten  ?  i  hope  no  honorable  grentleman, 
who  has  heretofore  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  his 
way,  because  we  have  adjourned  fbr  half  an  hour^ 
has  permitted  his  passions  to  indulge  in  an  asper- 
ity not  shown  on  any  former  occasion.  I  did  hope 
that  whatever  contumely  or  hostility  may  have 
been  manifested  daring  the  earlj^r  period  of  the 
session,  we  would  have  thrown  in  the  la0t  mo- 
ments of  it,  neither  the  sploietic  temper  of  age  or 
youth  \  but  that  we  should  have  parted  like  men 
not  ashamed  of  what  w«  had  done,  or  afraid  to 
meet  the  public  award.     '   ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  adhering — yeas  40,  nays  47,  as  follows  t 

YiAS— Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  George 

g\,  Beduiger,  Silas  Betton,  Levi  Casey,  Samuel  W, 
ana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Peter  Early,  James  EDiot, 
Galeb  Ellis,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Bppes,  James  M.  Oamett,  Edwm  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hoingh,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olion,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  losikh  Qomcy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Kea  of  Penosylvama,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Samuel  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tennej,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph 
Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jr.,  John  Ohand-  | 
ler,  John  Claiborne  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findiey,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
fiam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaUly,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Hennr  South- 
ard, David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
John  Whitehill,  R.  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  WilUanuc 

Mr.  T.  M.  RANnoLPH.— It  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman savs,  I  have  not  made  much  noise  this 
season,  and  it  is  as  true  that  h«  has  made  more 
than  has  been  useftil.    I  believe  in  the  present 


staff e  of  it  that  the  advantage  is  on  my  side.    I 
go  home  with  a  more  contented  mind,  more  iratt- 
quil  feelings,  and  I  may  add  also,  I  believe,  a 
better  heart,  for  not  having  engaged  in  the  mao- 
ner  he  has  done,  or  in  the  character  he  has  as- 
stimed,  in  theacenes  exhibited  before  ne  in  this 
House.    Between  the  geatLeman  from  Viivinia 
and  myself  I  acknowledge  there  is  in  point  oi  tal- 
ents an  imraeasura'ble  distance.    I  can  never  hope 
to  attain  that  intetiectuai  elevation,  which  he  has 
long  smce  reached.    At  my  inferiority  io  that 
respect  I  do  not  repinew    I  am  what'  nature  made 
me,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  condi- 
tion.   But  although  there  is  this  intelleeroal  dil^ 
ference  between  the  gentkman  and  in3^elf.  and 
the  superiority  is  so  sreat  od  his  part  in  that  point. 
I  maintain  that  in'  the  point  of  true  patriotistB  he 
is  my  inferior.    I  do  not  hesitate  to  pnmotmee 
that  myself,  and  I  do  not  fear  the  impoiaiiaM  ^ 
vanity  for  so  doing.-    With  respect  to  the  usefal- 
ness  of  either  to  the  public,  there  ie  nosoeh  dif- 
ference in  reality  between  us  as  may  apneas  to 
exist.    I  insist  that  the  tenor  of  the  gentlem^s 
recent  conduct  has  heen  such,  that  with  mil  his 
extraordinafy  powers  and  the  extraordinary  exer- 
tion of  them  he  has  made,  his  utility  to  his  comt- 
try  this  session  hfts  hot  been  superior  to  mine. 
The  difference  between  us,  in  the  ^eet  produced 
by  either  upon  the  public  al^lrs,  has  been,  to 
speak  the  favorite  language  of  the  gentlemen  idm- 
self,  the  same  with  tl^t  between  ^^avidiiBM  eaUP* 
and  ^^nzmiuB  imber^^  upon  the  fields.    To  translate 
into  the  language  of  the  j^entleman'^ooostituents, 
my  Bnfiuence  on  the  natidnal  prosperity  thb  ses- 
sion has  beeuj  when  compared  to  his,  what  a  dry 
summer  is  to  a  fresh,  what  a  scanty  crop  is  to  an 
overwhelming  inundation,  confounding,  sullying, 
impairing  all  things.    The  gentleman  made  use 
of  the  term  "  bontomely."    To  this  and  other  of- 
feusive  terms,  with  an  allusion  which,  as  to  me,  is 
as  unjust  as  it  is  insulting;  lam  sorry  to  think 
mvself  obliged  to  reply  in  other  language  tkaa 
what  I  ever  expected  to  use  towards  him.    I  have 
long  observed  that  this  gentleman  is  apt  to  indulge 
himself,  while  he  has  the  shield  of  the  difuty  of 
this  House  extended  over  him,  while  htfeels  he 
is  standing  in  the  centre  of  this  sacred  asylum,  ia 
language  to  his  equals  upon  this  floor,  which 
Would  be  inadmissible  in  society ;  which  he  would 
not  venture  to  make  use  of  elsewhere.    While 
saying  this,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  consequesees 
which  may  result  from  my  expressions.    My  mind 
is  arranged  to  meet  them.    I  know  the  extreflse 
irritability  of  the  gentleman^  temper ;  I  kiv>w  ma 
well  the  principles  Which  govern  nim  upon  ocea- 
sions  of  this  kind.    I  know  the  point  to  whieh  he 
is  disposed  to  carry  disputes  with  some  persons. 
I  inform  him  that  I  have  the  same  principles  and 
Sentiments  myself  upon  such  subjects.    T  never 
1*^111,  unprovoked^  seelt  a  quarrel  with  any  one; 
this  is  entirely  unsought  and  undesired  by  me; 
but  I  have  always  thought,  and  always  shall  thin^ 
that  lead  and  even  steel  make  very  |voper  iogre* 
dients  inseriouSHquarrcls,  and  I  shall  never  be  on- 
willing,  when  honor  requires,  to  mix  either  or 
both  in  sucha^  are  forced  upon  me. 
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I  have  been  hitherto  a  great  admirer  not  only 
of  the  talents  but  of  the  utility  of  the  gentleman  in 
his  public  sphere.  I  am  so  no  longer ;  the  former 
are  perverted,  the  latter  has  ceased.  This  gentle- 
man has  been  from  his  first  entrance  into  the  public 
eouDoils  a  kind  of  industrious,  skilful,  steady,  and 
vaefttl  kitchen  gardener  in  politics.  His  labor  was 
constantly  em^oyed  for  the  benefit  of  his  country ; 
it  produced  abundance  of  rich  fruits  and  whole- 
some nutrrment  for  its  honor,  its  sustenance,  and 
growth.  He  was  beloved  and  cherished  by  it. 
uddenly,  last  year  he  grew  fond  of  the  business  of 
the  fiorist,  and  took  a  distaste  to  the  spade  and 
manure  by  which  he  had  come  to  such  extraordina- 
ry thrift.  He  became  dazzled  with  the  splendors 
ofthat  new  calling,  and  not  only  resolved  to  change 
bis  trade,  and  set  up  in  it,  but  conceived  a  strong 
eon  tempt  and  aversion  to  such  as  followed  the  old. 
J3^bold,  in  one  shdrt  season  he  has  reached  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy !  For  mvself,  I  pronounce 
kirn  bankrupt  forever  as  a  popular  statesman. 

The  tenor  of  my  course  has  been.  I  confess,  lit- 
tle noisy.  I  have  been  encouraged  in  making  it 
so  by  the  improper  length  to  which  the  gentleman 
himself  has  gone  to  the  other  extreme.  If  I  were 
to  say  it  was  the  unlucky  example  he  has  given 
me,  which  alone  induced  me  to  follow  a  contrary 
course,  I  should  not  speak  the  truth.  My  diffidence, 
and,  no  doubt,  incapacity  for  such  exertions,  have 
been  the  main  reasons ;  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
ironfess  it,  for  I  have  no  hope  to  make  myself  abler 
tban  nature  intended  I  should  be,  and  no  shame 
to  appear  as  I  am.  I  acknowledge  that  the  eeti- 
tTeman's  example  and  the  situation  to  which  he 
Ikas  brought  himself,  influenced  my  conductjbv  re- 

fressin^rmydesiretobeactive  in  the  House.  When 
saw  him,  like  a  ship  at  sea^  without  com^ss  or 
xndder,  tossed  on  the  surges  of  his  passions,  driven  at 
random  by  furious  squalls  which  continually  arose 
from  unexpected  quarters  of  the  boundless  horizon 
of  his  fancy ;  when  I  saw  the  weather-beaten  ap- 
pearance His  public  character  began  to  wear^ — 
his  political  honors,  which  I  had  been  accustomed 
to  look  on  with  clannish  feelings  of  delight,  bleach- 
ed and'flutteringlike  tattered  canvass  in  the  winds ; 
above  all,  when  I  heard  it  whispered  that  he  had 
become  leaky,  I  confess  my  want  of  boldness  was 
increased.  I  feared  to  trust  my  little  bark  (o  the 
rude  sea  of  debate,  with  the  tempest  he  had  raised 
on  it.  I  made  a  determination  that  I  would,  to 
employ  an  apt  term  in  use  among  seamen,  hug  the 
land,  and  hold  a  safe  though  inglorious  course. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate — 
ayes  45,  noes  36. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Randolph,  a  short  time  after  this, 
jose  and  made  the  following  remarks : 

Mr.  Speaker — A  little  while  since  I  made  use  of 
some  very  severe  and  harsh  language  towards  a 
gentleman  of  this  House,  such  as  I  acknowledge 
altogether  improper  to  be  used  in  it  1  did  so,be- 
eause  I  believed  that  certain  expressions  of  a  dis- 
respectful nature  whkh  dropped  from  him  were 
directed  to  me.  It  struck  me  that  they  were,  if 
not  intended  to  insult,  at  least  an  unpardonanie 


freedom  with  me.  By  a  rapid  movement  of  my 
mind,  I  came  to  a  resolution  not  to  go  home 
with  such  a  load  on  my  feelings  as  was  imposed 
by  the  recollection  that  the  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived was  in  the  face  of  a  company  of  a  hundred 
men,  who  were  to  disperse  to-morrow,  and  spread 
my  disgrace  through  all  quarters  of  the  Union* 
I  took  the  resolution  to  run  all  risk ;  to  brave  any 
danger  which  I  might  possibly  incur,  and  by  a  se? 
vere  retaliation  to  shake  ofi"  ti^e  load  which  oppress-* 
e^  my  spirits.  I  made  use  of  the  language  you 
heard,  and  I  addressed  it  particularly  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  I  conscientiously  believed  had  injured 
me.  Since  that  I  have  been  told  by  six  or  seven 
difierent  gentlemen,  that  I  was  mistaken :  that  the 
words  were  not  directed  to  me  j  that  they  were 
meant  for  another.  I  have  not  been  able  to  fibd 
one  who  would  agree  with  me  that  I  was  the  ob- 
ject of  them.  I  have  even  had  the  mortification 
to  be  asked  if  it  was  not  a  studied  attack  oi|  my 
part  on  the  gentleman,  for  the  course  he  has  tak^i 
this  session.  I  disclaim  such  an  intention.  What- 
ever may  have  been  my  secret  thoughts,  I  had  no 
wish  to  utter  them  here.  I  could  not  have  don# 
so  with-  honor,  unprovoked,  for  private  reasons. 
I  have  never  imagined  such  a  design,  nor  could 
I  to  answer  that  end  have  used  such  lan^age  as 
part  of  what  1  uttered.  I  am  conscious  of  the  dis- 
respect I  have  shown  the  House,  and  it  appears 
that  it  is  not,  as  I  supposed,  justified  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  My  mistake  was  honest  and  nat^ 
oral — I  regret  it,  and  the  expressions  I  used  in 
consequence  of  it. 

HAMET  CABAMALLL 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet 
Caramallt."  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, read  the  third  time,  and  passed — yeas  71, 
nays  6,  as  follows:  ^ 

YxAs-^Evan  Alexaifider,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweU  Bassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  I^vi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  ClaibomiD,  John 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Barly,  Caleb  EUis,  Ebeneier  Efaner,  William  Ely,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jamea  Fuk,  John  Fowler, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  I>.  Qreen,  Silaa  Halaey,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hongfa,  John  6.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones^ 
John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Moixow,  Gor- 
don S.  Momford,  Jeremiah  Nebon,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  d^incy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggait, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  WiUiams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats-— Ezra  Darby,  Josiah  Masters,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
David  R.  Wyhams. 
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COMPENSATION  OF  DOORKEEPER,  Ac. 

Mr.  Conrad  tDoved  the  foUowin^  resolutions, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  T. 
Claxton.  jr.,  for  his  services  rendered  this  House 
during  the  present  session,  and  allow  such  sum  as 
they  may  deem  due  him,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House:  provided  the  same  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  oollars. 

Betohed,  I'hat  the  Committee  of  Acoouats  be 
authorized  to  allow  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  House,  for  the  services  and  attendance  of  a 
laborer  to  attend  the  Clerk's  office  and  Library  of 
Congress,  not  exceeding  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month  for  the  said  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  aV' 
thorized  to  continue  the  contracts  for  the  supply 
of  stationery  and  printing  for  the  present  session, 
for  the  like  supply  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
if  the  present  contractors  shall  agree  thereto;  or 
otiierwise,  that  he  advertise  for  the  siime  in  man- 
ner directed  by  the  resolution  of  tweniy-^ghth 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hondred  and  nve. 
And  that  he  be  moreover  directed  to  advertise  and 
contract  with  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  supply  of 
fuel  for  the  next  session. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SL0AN.-*-Mr.  Speaker,  I  rite  to  offer  two 
resolutions  which,  if  adop4edf,  will  remote  some 
existing  difficulties,  and  greatly  expedite  badness. 

Introductory  to  offering  these  resolutions,  I  ask 
the  indulgence  and  attention  of  this  House  to  a 
brief  recital  of  some  facte,  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  adoptkig  them.  If,  in  stating  these  facts,  any 
membttT,  or  other  persom,  should  conceive  tnat  I 
speak  too  plain  a  (anguage,  or  discover  too  mueh 
warmth,  I  beg  them  to  consider  the  magnitude 
of  the  subject — tharitis  toooimteraotadeadly  blow 
aimed  at  the  vitals  of  our  Goveraaa«nt,  mider  which 
^  we  have  enjoyed  near  thirty  years  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, and  prospered  in  a  manner  unparalleled 
m  history ;  ana  that  upon  a  just  and  true  state- 
meat  of  &ots  being  laid  before  this  House,  and 
4he  public,  aad  fiossiag  a  juet  sentence  there«pon, 
depends  tlie  continuatioii  of  thathappiaess,  peace, 
aad  prosperity,  we  Jiave  hitherto  cajoyed.  1  abo 
ask  the  att^tion  of  the  citizens  in  the  galleries. 
In  which  I  iaclude  both  the  Yazoo  speculators, 
and  other  dishonest  citizeos  (if  any  there  be)  in 
the  green  gallery,  and  the  honest  citizens  in  the 
upper  or  white  gallery — in  doing  which  I  thus 
publicly  declare,  that  I  disclaim,  I  detest,  and  I 
abhor  all  such  invidious  distinctions  as  were  lately 
applied^  by  a  member  from  Virginia,  to  the  citi- 
zens in  the  ^leries;  and  which  he  has  so  fre- 
Suently  applied  to  members,  within  these  walls, 
uring  the  present  session,  as  evidently  tending  to 
destroy  the  peace  and  hap'pii^ss  of  the  citizens  of 
these  United  States. 

Shall  mortal  man,  shall  inexperienced  youth, 
urged  on  by  a  vindictive  swit,  and  the  mast  ink- 
petuous  and  ungovernaue  sas&ions  that  ever 
were  permitted  to  rage  to  sucn  a  height,  in  any 
Legislative  body,  composed  of  fceemen,  standing 


on  an  even  ftaoryinaay  oivilixedcouatry — iavade 
the  jud^ent  seat  of  the  Most  High,  and  undev- 
take  to  judge  the  secrets  of  the  hearts,  of  not  only 
themembers  of  both  branches  of  the  LegisUtait 
oi  the  United  States,  but  also  of  the  citizens  in  the 
galleries  ?  Shall  aav  member  of  this  House  be 
permitted  to  declare  that  Yaxoo  prineiples  f^veca- 
ed  the  high  court  of  impeachoieat,  in  tketr  deci- 
sion oa  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase;  and  also  the  de- 
cisions of  this  House  during  the  present  acsaiea^ 
Shall  tliat  member's  muHi^arious  declamatioBai 
and  groundless  accusations^  against  the  frst  offi- 
eers  of  th(e  United  States,  and  a  large  majodiy  of 
their  represeatatives,  (aPier  being  so  mntilaiied  aa 
scarcely  lo  resemble  the  original,)  go  forth  withovt 
any  investigatitB  or  contradictioB.  to  deceive  the 
innocent,  and  unsuspeetiag, — to  hold  up  that  bm»- 
ber  as  the  invincible  ohamptoa  of  liberty,  and  that 
his  opposition  to  the  present  Administration  iowa 
from  the  same  pure  motives  that  his  bpposiiiaa 
to  the  former  Adminisiratioa  did?  Taey  shall 
not. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  representative 
of  the  people,  to  give  them  a  just  and  impartial 
account  of  the  conduct  of  their  public  servants, ia 
their  Executive  and  Legislative  capacities;  under 
this  impression,  I  am  perfectly  in  unison  with  that 
member,  in  his  anxious  desire  for  publicitjr>sofar 
as  it  can  be  done  without  invading  the  nAts  of 
the  Executive,  or  the  other  branch  of  theXegis* 
lature,  aiid  so  iar  as  it  can  b^  done  without  eoa^" 
mitting  the  interest,  safety,  and  peace,  of  the  Unir- 
ted  States. 

He  sh^U  bejgratified— he  shall  have  publicity-* 
his  portrait  shall  be  drawn  to  the  life,  accompa- 
nied with  explanatory  labels,  and  sent  to  every 
part  of  the  Union,  that  the  neople  may  not  only 
know  the  substance  of  his  declamatory  accasa- 
tions,  but  be  presented  with  a  view  of  his  atti- 
tude, and  that  unparalleled  arrogance  with  which 
they  were  imposed  upon  the  members  of  this 
House,  by  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  ju4ge 
whether  ne  has  been,  and  still  remains,  the  cham- 
pion of  liberty  and  uonesty ;  or,  whether  he  is  a 
disappointed  vindictive  declaimer  and  uniost  ac- 
cuser of  oar  Executive  and  members  ofCkmgreas 
who  believe  it  their  duty  to  support  them  I 

We  are  told  in  a  good  old  book,  (which  thait 
member  frequentljr  quotes,  but  how  far  his  life 
and  conversation  is  consonant  with  its  excellent 
precepts,  I  leave  for  others  to  determine,)  that  the 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be 
contradicted  when  I  say  that  this  criterion  is  the 
best  that  ever  has  or  ever  can  be  given  whereby 
6nite  beings  can  judge  with  propriety  the  conduct 
of  their  fellow  mortals.  A  sample  of  his  fruits 
shall  be  handed  to  the  pablic,  that  thc]^  auiy  aee 
and  taste,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  judge  §m 
themselves  whether  ta^y  %re  good  and  wlkole- 
aame--yea  or  nay. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  neople  ara  ahtriaed,  thfij  ar 
astonished,  to  hear  that  a  member  of  Conn-esz 
who,  in  1803,  was  not  barely  a  supporter  of  th' 
present  Administration,  but  one  of  its  waroaes 
advocates,  in  the  year  1806  declare  in  the  Hou&« 
of  Repreaenlati vea,  that  the  conduct  of  that  aaoi 
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Adtnibistratioo  evinceo  either  Arose  ignorance  or 
evil  desiffD,  and  that  a  principal  part  of  the  Ingre- 
dients of  which  his  roultiform  harangues  are 
composed  are  a  compound  of  iosinttations,  inuen- 
does,  and  positive  inrectiyea,  against  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Execative  and  their  supporters.  Hence, 
a  most  importaat  qiiestion  arises :  Are  those  high 
^cers  falluding  to  the  Presiclent  aftd  Secretary 
of  State)  in  our  Executive  department  chaoffed  ) 
sr,  is  the  member  from  Virginia?  It  is  of  the 
hi|^hes(  importance  to  these  United  Stated  that 
this  qtiestion  shoirid  be  justlf  and  speedily  de- 


cided ;  for  that  porpose,  let  me  ask  what  proof 
has  he  brought  tosubsuntiate  his  charges  against 
the  AdmfnistratioB  1  He  has  been  called  upon  in 
this  Hou^  to  bring  forward  an  impeachment; 
this  he  has  dedar^  he  will  not  do;  but  still 
continues  his  declamatory  accusations^  and  pro^ 
duces  BO  kind  of  testimony  tosapportbischaigesi 
he  stands  alone  a  public  accuser  and  witness* 
Will  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  tribunal 
to  whom  he  appeals^  pass  senteace  of  condemaa^ 
tion  upon  the  two  first  officers  of  the  Oovera- 
ment,  and  upon  a  great  OMgodty  of  their  repre- 
teatatiTesy  who^  having  the  same  opportunity  of 
Imowiag  the  conduct  of  those  officers,  and  from 
a  conviction  that  they  have  ftiithfuUy  discharged 
their  duty,  still  contiiHie  their  fall  confidence  and 
9Dpport1  1  ttust  they  will  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  the  uibunal  to  whom  the  member  (com  Vir- 
irinia  bas  appealed,  and  to  Whom  he  has  presented 
niB  naultiform  harangues  and  declamatory  aceO'^ 
sattODs,  (I  will  not  call  them  speeches;  I  think 
them  as  unworthy  of  th«(  title  as  he  <ian  possibly 
xhMk  hi*  fellow  repneseniative  of  tha  samie  State 
of  being  styled  his  colleague;)  I  conceive  it  ne- 
cessary through  the  same  medium  (that  is  to  say 
by  a  BMoaber  of  Congress  in  the  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives)  to  present  at  leaeft  a  brief  statemMit 
of  the  defence  of  the  accused  and  the  conduot  of 
the  aoeuser.  In  doing  thb,  I  shall  not  ^rsne  his 
course  by  invading  the  judgment  seat  of  Him 
who  only  knoweth  the  secret  imaginations  of  all 
hearts^  and  boldlv  assert  what  wore  >  his  mociyes ; 
but  as  be  has  adduced  no  proof  but  his  own  as- 
sertiooBy  eommon  reoort,  and  heaosay  testimony 
from  thoae  few  that  ke  yet  styles  his  very  worthy 
friends,  I  trust  I  am  correct  in  adducing  the  same 
kind,  to  enable  the  puUic  to  judge  for  thenaselves 
what  are  his  motives,  which  1  wul  now  proceed  to 
do,  with  the  addition  of  some  iaeontrovertible 
facta,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  carry  conviction 
to  evef  y  impartial  mind. 

Report  says  that  the  member  from  Virginia  con- 
templated a  voyage  to  the  south  of  France,  or 
Bngland,  for  his  health.  Did  he  wish  to  have 
been  appointed  Minbter  to  one  of  tho^e  Courts, 
that  he  ought  have  had  a  chance  of  increasing 
his  property  as  well  as  his  health  ?  or,  is  he  so 
enamored  with  the  spark  that  has  emanated  from 
the  British  Court,  and  now  glitters  in  this  city, 
thai  he  is  anxious  to  behold  with  what  efi'ulgence 
the  sonrce  from  which  it  proceeded  slows?  Is  it 
from  this  source  that  he  has  received  information 
that  Great  Britain  stands  now  precisely  in  the 


same  situation  that  republican  France  did  in  1793, 
that  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of  liberty,  that  her 
fleets  are  our  only  protection  from  Gallic  tyranny, 
and  that  she  has  a  ship  of  war  for  every  souare 
league  of  the  ocean ;  but  that,  if  we  offend  her 
Minister,  he  will  not  barely  withdraw  his  former 
most  gracious  protection,  but  Wreak  his  vengeance 
upon  us  by  capturing  ail  our  vessels,  burnmg  all 
our  seaport  towns,  and  driving  us  from  the  sear 
coasts  over  the  mountains?  Is  it  from  that  source 
that  he  has  received  information  that  the  conduct 
of  our  Executive  evinces  either  gross  ignorancei 
or  evil  design^  which  has  induced  him  to  with- 
draw his  confidence  from  them  forever,  and  that 
he  is  the  on^y  true  patriot,  the  only  honest,  inflexi^ 
ble  member  of  Congress  that  remains  uncontami- 
nated?  or.  to  use  his  own  metaphor,  that  is  not 
yet  ueltea  down  by  the  poweriul  sunbeams  of 
Executive  favors? 

While  contemplating  the  invincible  power  of 
the  British  navy,  has  he  also  been  enamored  with 
the  insolent  tyranny  of  the  commanders  of  her 
armed  vessels,  and  has  that  induced  him  to  pour 
forth  torrents  of  abuse  upon  those  members  of 
Congress,  who  will  not;  in  all  cases,  agree  to  see 
with  his  eyes,  to  hear  with  his  ears,  and  to  uader* 
stand  with  his  heart  ? 

Has  he  been  so  enamored  with  the  conduct  of  Ihe 
once  patriotic  statesman,  but  afterward  apostate 
Burke,  as  to  induce  him  to  make  a  puerile  attempt 
to  exhibit,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  his  impress- 
ive and  energetic  mode  of  delivery,  by  exerting 
his  weak  nervea  and  feeble  arms,  to  cause  the 
pens,  the  papers,  the  books,  and  the  hats,  to  fly  in 
everv  direction,  insomuch  that^  if  they  had  been 
musket  balls  instead  of  those  hght  materials,  the 
American  patriot  would  soon  have  been  left  to 
exhibit  the  remainder  of  his  superlative  eloquence 
within  empty  walls  ? 

Upon  this  subject  an  all-important  question 
arises,  in  which  the  interest,  the  peace,  and  the 
happiness  of  these  United  States  are  deeply  in-* 
volved.  Can  you,  my  brethren,  members  of  thia 
House,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  those  scenes, 
represent  to  your  constituents  the  actor  as  an  in- 
flexible patriot,  of  a  sound  mind,  inflMenced  by 
pure  motives,  and  views,  solely  dirt^cted  to  the. pro- 
motion of  the  interest,  peace,  and  happiness  at  the 
Union ;  or,  as  a  petted,  vindictive  scnool-boy,  ia 
the  absence  of  his  master :  or  as  a  maniac  in  his 
straight-jacket,accidentally  broke  out  of  his  cell? 
Can  you,  after  being  charged  by  that  member 
with  refusing  to  take  a, ^question  on  Saturday,  in 
order  that  you  might  serve  the  Lord  on  Sunday, 
by  holding  a  cauciis,  and  thereby  he  corrupted — 
nay,  further,  that  you  have  been  swindled  out  of 
your  opinion  in  half  an  hour  by  a  few  ii^ividu* 
als  round  the  fires,  and  after  his  (barging  you  with 
having  vour  eyes  fixed  on  the  half-way  house,  be^ 
tween  tne  Capitol  and  Georgetown,  and  your 
views  directed  toward  our  next  Presiuential  eleo» 
tion,  instead  of  the  great  business  of  the  nation ; 
and  that  you  would  attend  to  nothine  but  writing 
circulars  and  newspaper  accounts ;  that  is  to  say, 
you  were  not  disposed  to  fix  your  whole  attention 
uponhim-rtu  implicitly  obey  his  mandates,  or 
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tacitly  acknowledge  him  as  sole  dictator — can  yon. 
I  say,  subscribe  to  the  truth  of  those  assertions  V 
Are  you  prepared  to  acknowledge  that  youth 
the  political  saviour  of  his  country,  and  to 
sanction  his  language  and  bebavionr  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  when  you  heard  him  ex- 
claim on  this  wise :  Away  with  him,  away  with 
him,  clap  on  the  crown  of  thorns,  (clapping  his 
hand  on  the  top  of  his  head,)  crucify  him,  crucify 
him,  (whirling  his  feeble  arm  round  his  head,) 
therebv  placing  yourselves  in  a  similar  situation 
to  the  hard -hearted  Jews'? 

Are  you  prepared  to  permit  that  member  to  in- 
rade  the  Speaxer's  chair;  to  behold  him  shutting 
his  fist,  and  pointing  directly  to  another  member, 
in  an  imperious  tone  of  voice,  not  only  order  him 
to  sit  down;  but  to  go  down  the  back  stairs— de- 
claring that  was  the  place  for  him  7  And,  finally, 
have  you  heard  him,  with  approbation,  charge  an 
aged  member  of  this  House,  (Mr.  Finoley,)  with 
mumblinfi^  out  his  words  in  such  manner  that 
none  could  understand  him ;  and  call  him  an  old 
toothless  driveller,  superannuated,  and  in  his  sec- 
ond dotage ;  more  especially  when  you  recollect 
that,  but  a  short  time  past,  he  styled  that  member 
his  venerable  fViend,  his  political  father,  and  ac- 
knowledged it  an  honor  to  act  with  him? 

I  trust  you  are  not ;  you  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
see  order  and  decorum  trampled  on  by  an  indi- 
Tidiial ;  nor  common  decency,  and  that  respect 
for  age,  so  strongly  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  Qod 
and  man,  and  even  by  the  savages  of  the  wilder- 
ness, banished  from  these  walls.  I  doubt  not  your 
beholding  the  foregoing  scenes,  as  I  have  done, 
with  detestation  and  abhorrence,  and  will  repre- 
deiit  them  in  that  point  of  view,  to  your  constitu- 
ents, when  you  return  home ! 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  that  member's  patriotic  and  paternal 
care  over  bis  horn-book  scnolars,  which,  immedi- 
ately on  hearing  that  the  House  had  taken  up  the 
British  business,  raised  him  from  a  sick  bed,  wing- 
ed his^speed  to  the  Capitol,  and  overcame  the 
weakness  of  his  feeble  frame  in  so  admirable  a 
manner  as  to  enable  him  to  occupy  the  floor  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  two  first  days'  debate,  dis- 
playing a  degree  of  zeal  unparalleled  by  any  other 
American  patriot,  to  guard  our  weak  minus  from 
being  deceived  by  the  tools  of  that  Administration, 
which  his  penetrating  genius  alone  had  discov- 
ered, was  governed  either  by  gross  ignorance  or 
ertl  design.  To  do  this  would  be  to  write  a  volume. 
The  foregoing  brief  recital  of  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  thif  member's  general  con- 
duct during  the  present  session,  will,  I  conceive, 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  decide,  with  propriety,  the  all-important 
question,  is  the  Executive  or  the  member  from 
Virginia  changed  ?  Are  his  charges  against  the 
Executive  founded  in  fact,  or  is  he  a  disappointed 
declaimer,  and  his  accusations  unfounded  t 

I  will  nowv^proceed  to  state  the  facts  which  I 
premised,  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  will  be  presented  with  indubitable  proof, 
that,  in  two  very  importSht  cases,  he  has  been  the 
principal  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  ipreatly  emW-  1 


rassing  the  Exeeutire,  wherebv  considerable  loss 
has  been  sustained,  and  probably  much  more  will 
be,  and  the  inferior  officers  and  their  clerks  mate- 
rially injured  by  being  unjustly  kept  out  of  their 
sahtries  for  a  considerable  time  after  they  became 
due. 

1st.  It  appears  by  the  secret  Journal,  lately  pub- 
lished^ that  a  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th 
of  December  last,  was  committed  to  a  committee 
of  seven,  of  whom  the  member  from  Vir^'nia 
was  chairman ;  that,  notwithstanding  the  entieal 
situation  of  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Boropc^ 
which  rendered  it  essentially  necessary  that  Con* 
gress  should  act  immediately  upon  the  important 
subjects  contained  in  the  Message,  which  did  not 
admit  of  a  moment's  delay ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
the  urgency  of  the  occasion  and  magnitude  &[ 
the  object,  bo  report  was  made  by  that  committee 
until  the  third  ot  January,  a  space  of  four  weeks. 
For  the  truth  of  this  assertioa,  I  appeal  to  the 
members  of  this  House ;  and  also  for  the  great 
delay  and  embarrassment^  a  bill  predicated  on  the 
aforesaid  Message  met  wrth  in  its  passa^,  princi- 
pally from  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  who, 
1  am  AiUv  persuaded,  occupied  the  floor  at  least 
nine-tentns  of  the  whole  time  of  the  debate  oa 
said  bill ;  by  which  means  its  passage  was  delayed 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  until  the  16th  of 
January ;  whereas,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1S03, 
a  report  of  a  committee  for  appropriating  two 
million  of  dollars  for  a  similar  purpose  was  made, 
and  a  bill  predicated  thereon  passed  the  House  oi 
Representatives  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month; 
that  member  was  then  a  zealous  advocate  of  the 
measure.    It  needs  no  comment. 

2d.  The  second  case  I  shall  adduce,  is  his  May 
in  bringing  forward  the  appropriation  bilk  for 
the  support  of  Qovemment,  Arm^,  and  Nary,  oC 
the  United  States ;  the  appropriation  for  the  War 
Department,  passed  in  1804,  on  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary ;  and,  in  1805,  on  the  14th,  and  for  the  Navy 
in  1804,  on  the  31st  of  January ;  and,  in  1805^  on 
the  25th  of  the  same  month ;  1806,  two  monchS| 
or  more,  later. 

Notwithstanding  which,  that  member  has  as- 
serted on  this  floor  that  it  is  too  late  for  the  biU 
appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  par- 
chase  of  the  Floridas  to  have  the  desired  eflreet ; 
that  the  battle  of  Austerlitz  will  prevent  a  favor- 
able issue  of  our  negotiation  with  Spain  ;  or,  to 
use  his  own  language,  with  France ;  and  has  also 
charged  the  Executive  with  beine  unable  to  send 
off  the  sloop  Hornet  with  despatches,  for  want  oi 
money ;  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  dbcount 
notes  at  a  very  great  loss ;  that,  in  so  doing,  tbey 
have  acted  worse  than  the  former  Administration, 
who  resorted  to  eight  per  cent,  loans*  Here,  let 
me  aslc,  if  ever,  before  this  session,  there  was  such 
an  insult  offered  to  the  House  of  RefM^sentatives, 
and  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  as 
for  an  individual  member,  whose  business,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means, 
it  was,  to  bring  forward  and  attenci  to  filling  ap 
the  blanks  in  all  appropriation  bills — after  having 
neglected  or  refused  to  do  his  duty  in  the  proper 
and  usual    time — rise  from  his  seat,  near  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


im 


HISTORT  OF  OOKGKBBS; 


UU 


April,  1806. 


Appointment  of  Oammmms, 


H.ofR. 


moDtbs  after,  and.  with  a  eontemptuoas  smile,  in- 
form the  Honse  tnat  All-foob'  day  was  at  hand, 
when,  if  we  did  not  pass  the  hill  for  the  support 
of  Government^  we  should  look  like  fools  indeed  ? 
Thus  adding  msult  to  injury,  by  charging  his 
own  mal-conduct  to  the  account  of  injured  inno- 
cence. 

3d.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  third  and  last 
charge  which  I  shall  at  this  time  adduce,  which 
has  l^en  exhibited  by  that  member  against  our 
Executii^e  for  applying  to  draw  pioney  from  the 
_  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  Flondas,  previ- 
ous to  an  appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose; whicn  18  refuted  by  that  very  respectable  of- 
Oeer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whose 
testimony  that  member,  aAer  publicly  declaring 
that  he  was  inferior  to  noae— -notwithstanding- 
which  he  had  been  scouted  from  the  Cabinet — is 
bound  to  give  full  faith  and  credit.  It  is  in  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  bearing  date  April  15, 
1806,  in  the  following  words : 

**  8ia :  In  answer  to  &6  refuoft  contained  in  the 
xeaolution  of  the  House  of  Representative*,  of  the  8th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state,  that  no 
iipphcation  has  been  made  to  draw  money  from  the 
TreasQiy,  for  the  purchase  of  the  FloridaSt  before  an 
appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  contradicted, 
when  I  assert,  that  it  is  a  sound  principle,  botfar  in 
law  and  equity,  that  proving  one  part  of  the  tes- 
timoD V  of  a  witness  false,  greatly  invalidateiEL  if 
not  wnoUy  destroys  all  credibilitv  of  the  other 
parts.  This,  to  use  that  member's  iavorite  phrase- 
olo^y,  "  being  indisputably  done^"  the  other  insin- 
uations, inuendoesL  and  direct  charges  of  malcon- 
duct  against  the  Executive,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  consequently  £uU  into  that 
contempt  which  all  groundless  accusations  against 
the  innocent  justly  merit 
.  I  shall  at  thiatiale  preattot  to  view  hut  one 
more  of  those  extraordiaary  prodactions  whieh 
^ve  so  frequently  and  so  greatly  retarded  the 
necessarjT  business  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives during  the  present  session. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  one  of  the  rhap- 
sodies of  the  member  from  Vira^nia,  after  inform- 
ing the  House  that  he  had reada pamphlet, called 
''War  in  Disguise,"  supposed  to  be  written  by  some 
of  the  British  Ministry,  or  their  hirelings,  m  sup- 
port of  their  unjust  and  tyrannical  conduct  to 
wards  neutral  nations,  he  took  up  a  pamphlet, 
ealled  "An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine, 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  Neutral  Trade,  not 
open  in  time  of  Peace,''  and  with  as  much  ap- 
parent violence  as  he  could  possibly  have  exerted 
to  prevent  an  assassin  from  taking  his  life,  threw 
those  hated  pages  unon  the  floor  of  the  House,  to 
be  trodden  under  foot  by  men,  declaring,  that  of 
this  pamphlet,  which  contains  SOipagesj  his  ab- 
horrence of  its  contents  permitted  him  to  read  but 
11.  This  needs  no  further  comment  than  barely 
to  ohserve,  that  the  pamphlet  which  he  had  pe- 
rused, and  of  which  he  expressed  his  approbation, 
was  written  to  support  injustice  and  tyranny  j  and  1 


the  other,  which  so  highlv  excited  his  indignation, 
to  show  the  baseness  or  ^uch  doctrines^  and  to 
support  justice,  equal  liberty,  and  the  inherent 
rights  of  man ;  which  will  eaUee  the  author  of 
that  pamphlet,  and  his  supporters,  to  shine  at 
stars  of  the  first  magnitude,  when  the  admirers 
and  supporters  of  British  Ministers  and  their  hire- 
lings shall  be  consigned  to  eternal  contempt  I 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  hearing  so  many  insinua- 
tions, inuendoes,  and  direct  accusations,  thrown 
out  against  our  Executive,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Confess,  which,  if  believed,  must 
alienate  the  affinstions  and  finally  destroy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  enjoined  on  me  by  my  present 
station  to  lay  before  this  Honse  the  foregoing 
brief  sutement  of  fact8,tn  order  that  they  may  bS 
published  for  the  perusal  of  the  pubKe,  and  to  op- 
pose my  Opinion  to  that  of  the  memb^  from  Vip- 
ginia.  My  opinion  most  decidedly  and  unequivo- 
eally  is,  that  all  the  declamations  and  accusations 
we  have  heard  from  him  against  any  branch  of 
our  Executive,  so  far  as  it  goes  to  impeach  their 
knowledge,  prudence,  or  intemty,  is  entirely 
groundless  and  contrariwise ;  that,  as  far  as  has 
come  to  my  knowledfi^,  our  Executive  in  all  its 
departments  has  discharged  its  duties  in  such 
manner  as  to  merit  the  approbation  and  entire 
confidence  of  the  people  of  these  United  States. 
To  their  good  senseand  impartial  judgment  I  leave 
to  determine  whether  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, has  fixed  on  them  a  stain  of  so  deep  a  die 
that  all  the  waters  of  the  Potomac  can  never 
wash  it  ofi";  or  whether  the  |Vdundl€ss  accusation 
of  that  member  has  not  indelibly  stamped  him.  not 
barely  with  a  stain,  but  a  dec^  sable  hue,  which  all 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  parent  of 
floods,  even  if  connected  with  the  most  powerful 
filler's  soap,  can  ever  cleanse  or  change  to  its  na-» 
tive  color ;  and,  flnally.  whether  a  member  of 
Congress  who  has,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
fixed  in  battle  array  the  citixens  of  the  Soathf 
against  those  of  the  North,  and  the  West  a«ihi8t 
the  East,  or  those  members  who  uniformly  en- 
deavored to  promote  love  and  harmony  among 
all  classes  of  citizens,  as  children  of  one  family, 
are  the  real  friends  of  the  interest,  liberty,  peace, 
and  happiness  of  these  United  States. 

I  shall  conclude  with  ofierinff,  if  seconded,  two 
resolutions,  which  I  do  with  a  desire  to  have  them 
placed  on  the  Journal,  intending  to  call  them  op 
the  first  dav  of  the  next  session.  I  ofler  these 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  hereafter  of  keeping 
the  business  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
within  iu  own  power,  and  to  prevent  in  future 
the  most  important  business  of  the  nation  from 
being  retarded  by  a  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  comnaittee, 
from  going  to  Baltimore  or  elsewhere,  without 
leave  of  absence,  and  staying  six  days  or  more, 
either  for  his  pleasure  or  his  interest;  to  prevent 
the  members  of  this  House  from  being  hereafter 
insulted  by  chairmen,  or  other  members  of  the 
committees,  for  calling  business  out  of  their  hands, 
after  having  kept  it  either  from  negligence  or 
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evil  design  more  weeks  thaa  tbejr  ought  to  ha?e 
dune  days.  To  prevent  in  future  the  ChairmaD 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  keep- 
ing for  months  the  estimates  for  the  appropriations 
necessary  lor  the  ensuing  year  in  nis  pocket,  or 
locked  up  in  his  dedc,  whereby  the  different  ap- 
propriation bills  may  be  kept  back  (as  they  hai^ , 
been  ibis  session)  to  the  great  injury  of  the  na- 
^on,  as  well  «b  individuals ;  and,  finally)  to  pre- 
TMLt  bereafter  bills  of  importance  being  brought 
forward,  and  forced  through  the  House,  near  the 
close  of  a  session,  when  many  members  are  gone ! 
iMMne,and  the  miods  of  those  who  remain  are 
necessarily  turned  homeward  to  their  domestic 
concerns,  and  when  there  is  not'time  fojr  that  full 
^restigntioa  and  oool  dfUberation  necessary  to 
decide  with  propriety  on  impoctant  sut^ts,  by 
which  means  laws  may  be  passed  injurious  to 
th9  interests  of  the  United  States  and  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  trust  &¥trY  member  of  this  Housje,  after  ex- 
periencing the  embarrassments  of  the  present  aes- 
eion,  will  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting tbem  iu  futures  for  that  purpose  I  offer 
these  resolutions. 

Mr.  Sloan  then  submiUed  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Muohtd^  Thai  hsreaOer  aU  stendiiig  cemmittess  of 
tii0  House  of  Representatives  ahiU  be  appoiated  by 
baUot,  and  shall  caboose  their  own  eheirsMA. 

^s$0hedf  Thai  sU  commitlees  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives be  called  «pon  by  the  Speaker  every  Mon- 
day to  report,  unless  dispensed  with  by  the  unanimoos^ 
consent  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  Ue  on  the 
Uhle. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Seth  Hajrding.  Ule  a  Captain  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  State*,''  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  .order  of  the  day  ibr  the  House  to  resolve 


itself  into  «  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  explain 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  di- 
vide the  Indians^  Territory  into  two  separate  Gov- 
ernments,'' was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition 
to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  tbe 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  was  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  fbr  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tarv,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  vas  postponed  in- 
dennitely. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  reoort  of  tne  committee 
appointed,  on  the  twenty-nr:it  ultimo,  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States,  be  postponed  in- 
definitely :  it  was  resolved  in  tne  amrmative. 

Mr.  Earlv,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  Joititly,  with  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  noti^ 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Consresa,  reported 
that  the  committee  hhd  ||)erformea  that  service; 
and  that  the  President  signified  to  them  he  had 
no  farther  communication  to  make  dnring  the 
present  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the  legislative 
business  before  tnem,  are  now  ready  to  adjoara. 

Ordered,  That  a  messaj^e  be  sent  to  me  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House,  bavins  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to 
adjourn  until  the  first  Moudav  in  December  next ; 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the 
said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mea- 
sage;  and,belnaTetnroed,Mr«SpB4KBaad}o«raed 
the  Hottse  until  the  ifst  Monday  nt  December 
next* 
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SUCH  PR00ESDIK06  OF  TBS  TIRSt  SB88ION  OF  THl  NINTH  OONQKJBSS,  AS,  DURING  THE  TDfE  THXT  WBBB 
DKPISNDIKO,  WERE  OBDKRED  TO  BE  KEPT  SECRGT,  AND  RBSPECTINQ  WHICH  THE  INJUNCTION 
OF  SB0B9CT  WAS  AFTBRWABDS  TAKEN  OFF  BT  ORDER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


FUDAY,  DecemW  6, 1805. 

T)i«  BpfeAKBft  Uid  before  tbe  Hous^  a  letter 
and  commuBtcatfoii  from  the  PRCGPfDEMT  of  tbe 
XJkit«d  States,  Wbieh  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  aad  eomaraBioa- 
tk>n,  together  with  tbe  documeDts  aecooBpaBying 
the  same,  be  referred  to  Mn  John  RANOOLra, 
Mr.  Nicholson,  Mr.  John  €.  Smite,  Mr.  Mom- 
roBB,  Mr.  l¥lLUAH8  of  South  Garolioay  Mr.  Bid- 
WELL)  and  Mr.  Brown. 


Friday,  JaiiBary  3, 1806. 

BAr.  JovN  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  aiid  communiea- 
tioQ  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
eixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  dooa- 
meats  acoompanying  the  same,  made  a  report 
thereupon,  as  follows : 
Bepeit  of  the  oMomittae  to  whom  wen  referred  the 

MesMge  ef  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Skates,  of 

the  sixth  December,  1805. 

The  oemmifttee  hi;^  beheld,  wUh  jast  indi^nAlion, 
(he'  hostile  npirit  manifested  by  the  C<Mirt  of  Madiid 
towards  the  Ooremment  of  the  United  States,  in  with- 
holding the  ratification  of'  its  conTcntion  with  as,  al- 
though signed  by  Ito  o«m  Jf  inistei^  ander  the  eye  of 
'his  SoTfrdgn,  nnless  with  aHeratians  of  its  terma  af* 
Jecting  claims  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the 
express  condition  of  the  instrument  itoeii^  were  reserr- 
ed  for  future  discussion :  in  piratical  depredations  upon 
COT  fiur  commerce ;  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
ihe  Mobile ;  in  refusing  to  come  to  any  fair  and  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana ;  and 
in  a  daring  violation,  by  persons  acting  under  tiie  an* 
(herity  of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprbed  of  her  senti- 
nents  and  'views,  of  our  andispoted  limits,  which  sh« 
had  solemnly  recognised  by  treaty. 

To  a  QervMMient  ha^ng  interests  dSstUMfc  freos  those 
iOf  its  people,  «nd  disregarding  tiis&r  welfiure,  here  is 
'ampieeaoaa  Ibr  a^fasmal  4echuration  of  war  en  the  part 
ef  <tfae  Qaiasd  Stalea,  aad  snohy^id  they  obsy  the  im- 
palse  of  their  Mings  alone,  is  the  tMmise  whidi  the 
oommittee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend ;  but,  to  a 
Government  identified  with  its  citizens,  too  far  removed 
6om  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  for  its  safety  to 
be  endangered  by  their  hostility,  peace  must  always  be 
desirable,  so  long  as  it  is  compatible  with  the  honor 
attd  faitttfwit  of  the  community. 

Whibt  the  United  Stotes  oonthiue  hardened  with  a 
debt  whieh  annnally  absorbs  two*thirds  of  thehr  reve- 
ttae,  Aod  dtaties  upon  tasparts  oonstitote  the  only  re- 
-soaree  from  which  that  revenue  can  be  raised,  wiUmut 
geaeilmg  to  systems  of  taxatiea  not  mwe  ruiaotts  and 
eopiesaiTe  than  t^y  are  uncertain  and  preearioiwi,  the 


best  interests  of  the  Union  cry  aloud  fbr  peace.  WhMi 
that  dsUshaU  hare  been  discharged,  and  ^e  Teaeurcee 
of  tiM  nation  thereby  liberated,  then  may  we  rational^ 
eapeet  to  raise*  even  in  time  of  war,  the  soppliea  which 
our  frugal  institutions  ref  uiiie,  without  reeurring  to  the 
hate^  and  destructive  expedi^it  of  loans ;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  we  lad  defiance  to  the  world.  The 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great 
and  desirable  work.  Now,  if  ever,  the  national  debt  ift 
to  be  paid  by  such  financial  arrangements  as  will  ac- 
celerate its  extinction,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of 
neutrality,  and  thus  providing  for  that  diminution  (tf 
revenue  which  experience  teaches  us  to  expect  on  the 
general  padficatien  of  fiuiope.  And  the  committee 
indalge  a  hope  that,  in  the  changed  aspect  of  a&iis  in 
that  quarter,  Spain  will  find  motives  lor  a  just  fulfil- 
ment of  her  stipulations  with  us,  and  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  limits,  upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to 
the  United  Stotes  than  advantageous  to  herself ;  secu- 
ring to  her  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico, 
and  to  us,  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  the  eastward  of  it.  But,  whilst  the  committee  per- 
ceive, in  the  general  uproar  of  Europe,  a  stote  of  thmgs 
pecuUarly  fsvorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  our 
best  interests,  they  are  neither  insensible  to  the  indig- 
nity which  has  been  offtred  on  the  part  of  Spain,  ner 
imwUling  to  repel  similar  outrage.  On  the  subject  of 
setMAnce,  Vivien  the  tairitory  ef  the  United  States  is 
insulted,  there  can  be  but  one  c^nion,  whatever  difib^- 
cMoes  mar  exist  en  the  queatioii«  whether  that  peetee 
tion  which  a  Teasel  inds  in  oar  harbors  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  her,  by  the  nation,  in  Uia  Indian  or  Chineaa 
seas  1  Under  this  impression,  the  committee  aohmit  Ibe 
following  resolution : 

*'  Re$ohed,  That  such  number  of  troops  (not  exceed- 
ing   )  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  southern  frontiers  of  the 
United  Stotes  from  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  and  to 
diastise  the  same,  beimmedialsl>f  raised." 

The  aaid  report  wus  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Moudaj  next. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  to  the  following  resolutioDs: 

Ruohed,  That  f  — —  be  appropriated  by  law  finr 
the  Mirpoee  of  def^ying  any  extraecdinaiy  expenses 
which  may  be  inearred  to  the  inteteoarse  between  the 
United  Stotes  and  foreign  ttattons,to  be  paid  isutef 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  q>propri^ 
ated,attd  to  be  anplied  onder  the  dhrection  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stotes,  who  shall  have  aothoiity, 
if  necessaiy,  to  borrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  there- 
of, in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  shall 
cause  an  acceunt  of  the  expendknee  thereof  to  be  laid 
befom  Cflttgrass  as  aoon  as  mmj  ba. 
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Eesolved,  That  the  additional  duty  Of  two  and  a  half 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  imposed  b j  an  act,'  entitled 
^An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,''  be 
continued  for years. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  before  mentioned  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  Message  and  communi- 
eatioQ  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  sixth  of  December  last* 


Monday,  January  6. 
The  House  resoked  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  Message  and  communi- 
cation from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  as  also  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Friday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  January  7. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  any  arrangement  of  limits  between 
the  United  States  ana  Spain,  which  shall  secure  to  her 
'an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  the  eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the  approbation  and 
'support  of  this  House  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  commlt- 
.te4^  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Message  and  commuoication  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  sixth  of  Decern- 
-ber  last,  and  the  dpcuments  accompanying  the 
-same^  as  also  twb  r^olirtioas  refinrred  to  the  same 
-Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Fridav  last. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itselr  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  report  and 
resolutions,  and  after  sometime  spent  therein, the 
Committeeirose,  reported  progress^  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

«  '■  -  - 

WBDN108AY,  January  8. 
.  The  House  again  resol^esd  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  eom- 
municaiioa  from  the  Pcesideot  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the 
^documents  accompanying  the  same )  as,  also, 
on  two  resolutions  refers^  to  the  sauM  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other 
resolution  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  last;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reporli^d 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


THDRBDAy,  January  9. 
The  House  anin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.oB  the  report  of  a  ooBQittiit-< 


tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  IlDited 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the  doe- 
uments  accompanying  the  same;  as, also,  on  two 
resolutions  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other  resolutioa 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Tuesday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  theroB. 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  haa 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  January  10. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee :of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  com  Ait- 
tee  to  wii<Mn  were  referred  a  Message  and  con- 
mud  icat  ion  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  thedo^ 
uments  accompanying  the  same ;  as,al90^  oo  two 
resolutions  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Wiiole  on  Friday  last,  and  on  one  other  resoluuoo 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  oi 
Tuesday  last;  and,  after  some  time ^)eDt therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  resolutioa  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  aforesaid;  al80,theit 
agreement  to  the  first  of  the  two  resolotioBS  re- 
ferred to  them  on  Friday  last,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments; and,  further,  that  the  said  Committee  of  the 
Whole  not  having  time  to  go  through  ihewfcote 
of  the  business  referred  to  them,  ask  forleiTelo 
sit  again. 

On  the  question  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  leave  to  sit  again,  it  passed  it  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Oommiwe  of 

the  Whole  do  lie  on  the  table. 


Batubdav,  January  11. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cotisidcr  the  report  <f 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  yester«tiflj 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  vasrOTW 
the  Message  and  communication  from  thePw* 
dent  of  the  United  Sutes,  of  the  sixth  of  p«^' 
her  last,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  the  thW  w 
seventh  instants.  Whereupon,  the resolutioocoj" 
tained  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tk***^ 
Kent's  Message,  aforesaid,:beingread,iotiic*®^ 
following,  to  wit; 

<^  IU$9lved,  That  such  number  of  tuaops,  sil  ezcf^ 

ing ,  aa  the  President  of  the  United  S^*^^ 

deem  sufficient  to  proteet  ^e  8onthemihmti«04M°^ 
United  8tstes  firom  ^>iuiish  inroad  and  ia^^^ 
ehaslSse  ^e  same,  be  immediately  raised." 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  Honse  * 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  m  iheu 
disagreement  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in  Utf 
affirmative— yeas  72,  nays  58,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  jun^  Isaac  AndenoB, 
David  Bard,  Jostoh  Barker,  George  M.  Bedin^ 
Barnabas  Bidwell  Phan«€l  Bishop,  John  Bm 
jun.,  Thomas  Blount,. Robert  Brown,  John  Bofje, 
William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  tt- 
sey,  John  Chandler,  Matthcfw  day,  Joha  OopK*, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Oivhard  Cdok,  Jacob  Cwiw 
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iBskield,  Richard  Cutts,  Erra  Darbv,  William 
Diek^oD,  Elitt  Earle,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezcr  El- 
mer, John  W.  Eppesy  WilTiam  Fiadley.  James 
Fisk,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Ghreen,  Silas  Halsey,  Jno.  HandiltoD.  Jas.  Holland, 
Darid  Efolmes^  J<yhn  G.  Jaekson,  Toomas  Kenan, 
Nebemiah  Kniffht,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Darid  MeriweCbar, 
Nicholas  R.  Moorey  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  GHdeon  Olio,  John  Pngh, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph^  J(^n  Rca  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell)  Martin  G.  Schoaeomn,  Bbeneser 
Searer,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith, 
Henry  Soucbard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Sun- 
ton,  David  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
nam,  John  Whitebill,  Robert  Whitebill,  David 
R.  Williams.  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, and  Thomas  Wynns. 

NATs-^John  Archer,  Harwell  Bassett,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  Joseph  Bryan^  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton, 

i'un.,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
^eter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  Fow- 
ler. James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Gtoidsborouffh, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Hongh,  Walter  Jones,  J^s. 
Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingiton, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Maunder,  William  Mcr 
Creery,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin.  Jan.,  Josiah  doincy, 
John  Randolph.  Peter  Saill^T)  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stednan,  Lewis  B. 
Bturges,  Samuel  Taggart.  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson.  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
hmdt.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
VerplanckJPeleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
Eliphalet  Wiekes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston* 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
mendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  first  resolution  referred  to  them,  on 
^  third  instant,  which  resolution  and  amend- 
i&ents  being  read,  as  followa : 

^J^^*<>f^  That-' dollars  be  sfpropriatad,  by  law, 

"^  the  purpoM  of  defravmg  any  extmordinarv  expenses, 
whieh  may  be  incurred  in  the  interoourse  betweea  tile 
tJnited  Btetee  and  foreign  natiOBs,  to  be  paid  out  of 
^  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  amnopria- 
H  and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Piesi- 
^t  of  the  United  States^  who  shall  have  authority  to 
sorrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
"^  pt  centum  per  annum,  and  shall  cause  an  acoount 
<>i  the  expenditure  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Congrev, 
■•  soon  as  may  be. 

AXXVDiRirrs. 

wrt.  Prefix  a  preamble,  in  the  words  following,  to 
^jt-  **  Whereas,  in  the  settlement  of  our  difierences 
^^  dpain,  it  may  be  to  die  interest  of  die  United 
Htates  to  procure  a  cession  of  the  Spanish  territories 
2Jj*ward  of  the  river  Mississippi,  by  purchase  to  en- 
**»»«  me  President,  in  effecting  such  purchase,  to  secure 
^«he  United  States  the  most  adNnlageim temi." 
»th  Con,— 36 


Seeomd.  Strike  out  the  words,  «  any  extraordinaiy 
expenses  which  mar  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  b^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  and  in- 
sert <*  the  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Spanish  territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean  an4  Gulf  of  Mexicp,  and  eastward  of  the  Mis- 
sissipjpi." 

Third.  After  the  words  «per  annum,**  insert  '*f^ 
deemaUe  at  wiU." 

The  first  of  the  said  amendments,  tor  fix  a  pr#- 
amble  to  the  resolution,  being  again  read,  it  wai 
mored  to  amend  the  said  preamble  by  preceding 
it  with  the  following  wer^ : 

'^France  ha^g tranaforred  to  theUniled  States  the 
sovereignty  of  Louisiana,  embraouig  extennve  but  un- 
defined oountiies,  contiguous  to  the  Spanish  province 
of  New  Mexsoo,  and  Spain  retaining  the  sovereignty  of 
territories  on  the  Atkntio  oeean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
detached  from  her  other  American  possessions,  but 
whose  local  position  render  them  desirable  to  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and," 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  reserved 
in  the  aflKrmatlYe — yeas  74,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Isaac  Anderson^  John  Archer,  Darid 
Bard,  Burweii  Baesett,  G^rffeM.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Loti 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Oeorge  Clinton,  jun., 
John  Clopton,  Samuel  W.  Dan%  John  Daren- 
port,  jun.,  Peter  £arly,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Gk>lds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^  jun,,  Henry  W.  Livingston, 
Robert  Marion,  Josmh  Masters,  William  M<n!)ree- 
ry,  David  Meriwethei^,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thom- 
as Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph 
H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Q^iin- 
ev,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Summons,  John  C.  Smith.  John  Smith, 
(VBrien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  TaggarL  Benjamin  Tall- 
mndge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson 
Thomas  W.  Thompson^  Abram  Trigg,  Philip 
Van  Cortkndt,  Killian  K.  Van  Renssdaer,  Dan- 
iel C.  Verplanck.  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet 
Wiokes.  David  R.  Williams,  Mafmaduke  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thonaaa  Wynns* 

Nats— Willis  Abton,  jun.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bv- 
nabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jun«, 
Thomas  Blount.  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle^  Jo- 
seph Bryan,  William  Butler,  Georjge  W.  Camp- 
bell. John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick 
Conrad.  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle.  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,' William  Fiodley,  James  Fisk.  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  James  Holland,  Nebemiah  Knight, 
John  I^mben,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Mafrn- 
der,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Rcwer  Nelson,  Gideon 
04in,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1128 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1124 


Supplementary  JoumaL 


Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob  Richards,  Joho  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  Q. 
Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Searer,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  Nathan  Williams. 

And  then  the  said  preamble,  as  amended,  being 
«nder  consideration,  it  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


MoNnir,  January  13. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  oPthe 
report  of  the  Qommittee  of  the  Whole  of  Friday 
last:  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  report  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

And  then  the  second  amendment,  reported  by 
the  said  committee,  to  the  first  resolution  referred 
to  them,  being  again  read  as  follows: 

Strike  out  £e  words  **  snj  eztraordinarj  szpeoses 
which  msy  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  StUes  and  foreign  nations,'*  and  insert  ^'the 
expense  whidi  may  be  incurred  in  the  purdiase  of  the 
Spanish  Territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Missiaflii^i :" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  con- 
eur  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  a^eement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  re- 
solved m  the  aflirmative— yeas  74,  nays  58,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George 
Clinton,  jr^  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covington, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Qar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborougb,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Houffh,  Walter  Jones,  J^mes  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  William  McCreery,  David  Mertwetber, 
Nidiolas  R.Moore,  Thomas  Moore, John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Q^incy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
ding, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.  Sturffes.  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thonuur 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  VanCort- 
landt.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 

Elanck,  Pel€«r   Wadsworth,    Elinhalet  Wickes, 
>avid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays— Willis  Alston, jr.,  Joseph  Barker.  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  Pbanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Bovie,  Joseph  Bryan,  William 
Butler,  Gkorge  W.  Cfampbell.  John  Chandler, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orehard  Cpok,  Jacob  Crownin- 


.P«t. 


emiah  Morrow,  Roger  Neisoa, 

Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 

nnessee,  Jacob  Richards  Jokk 


shield,  Richard  Cutts,Ezra  Darby,  WilliamDkk- 
son,  Elias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebe- 
nezer Elmer.  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Findky, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Siks 
Haisey,  William  Helms,  James  Holland.  JohnG. 
Jackson,  Nehemtah  Ejiight,  John  Lambert,  1 
rick  Magruder,  Jeremiah  f  '  "" 

Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloaa, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Soothari, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitehiH, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thonas 
Wynns. 

The  third  and  last  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  the  said  fifit 
resolution,  to  insert  after  the  words  ^  per  anoon^' 
the  words  ^  redeemable  at  will,"  was,  on  the  qoes- 
tion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

TuBSDAT,  January  14. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  oa 
Friday  last :  Whereupon^  the  first  reodutioB  re- 
ported by  the  said  Comouttee,  as  amended,  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  qnesdoa 
being  put,  further  to  amend  the  same,  by  striidiig 
out,  m  the  first  line  thereof,  the  words,  '^  for  the 
purpose  of,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  th^eof^  the 
word  "  toward :"  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas  62,  navs  44,  as  follows: 

Yeas— WulisAlstODjjr..  Isaac  Anderson.  David 
Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  fiidwtU, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blooat, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  Wiliam  BatleK, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Clinton,  jr^  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  uzra  Darby,  Elias  £Urie,  Peiei 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg.  Isaiah  l*. 
Green.  Silas  Halsej^  James  Holland.  John  G. 
Jackson,  Nehemiah  Kniffht,  John  Lamber^  Mick- 
ael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Manoa,  Nich- 
olas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Rom  Nelaon, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Ohn^  John  Pugh, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  SandCord,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Ericn 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Tngg,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num, Matthew  Walton.  John  Whitehffl,  Robert 
Whitehill^  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams, 
Joseph  Wmston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Bfartii 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clari 
John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covioffton,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Joho  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  James  K 
Garnett.  Charles  Goldsborougb,  Edwin  Qaj 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Ji- 
Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiah  MaaftcA 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomi» 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkio,  jt^ 
Josiah  (^nincyi  John  Raadolphi  John   Rea  » 
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PennsylvaDia,  Thomas  Samraons,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
dm^,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturi^es,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Eillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmadttke  Wil- 
liams, and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Another  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  further  to  amend  the  said  resolutioii  by 
adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  proviso : 

*^  Provided^  That  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid 
shall  not  exceed dollars :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas,  57,  nays  62,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Qeoree  M.  Bedinger.  Silas  Betton,  Jas. 
M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris* 
topher  Ciaric,  John  Clopton.  Leonard  Covington, 
Samuel  W*.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr^  Caleb 
Bllis,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Qar- 
nett,  Charl«8  Gbldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hou^h,  James 
RelVf^  Thomas  Kenan.  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.Livingston,  Josiah  Masters,  William  M'Creery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Kfoore,  Jonathan  0« 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr« 
Josiah  Cluincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Tennsylvania.  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 


dmg,  Kicnard  Stanford,  William  »tedman,Liewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt, Kiliian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
SaBck,  Peleg  Wadsworth.  David  R.  Williams^ 
;armaduke  Williams,  ana  Alexander  Wilson. 
Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidweli,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr^  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown.  Joseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  James  EUliot,  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson^  Nehemiah 
Knight.  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jr.,  Qideon  Olin,  John  Pagh,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jonn  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schun'eman. 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie', 
O'Bf ieo  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 
Matthew  Walton.  John  Whiteh ill,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eiiphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Joseph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  airree  to  the  first  resolution,  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

Retohed,  That  — —  doDaTs  be  appropriated,  by 
law,  towards  defraving  the  expoaoss  which  may  be  in- 
corred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanbh  territories  lying 
oa  the  AUanticooean  and  Gulf  of  Madco,  and  eastward 


of  the  Misriiaipy,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  tha 
Treosuiy ,  not  otherwise  ajMwopriated,  and  to  be  af^Hed 
under  the  direction  of  die  Presideat  of  the  United  Statea, 
who  shall  have  authority,  if  neoeesary,  to  borrow  tha 
swd  sum,  cft  any  part  thmreo^  in  bdialf  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  rate  of  mterest  not  exceeding  six  per  centaaa 
per  annum»  redeemable  at  will ;  and  shall  cause  an  a»> 
count  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  sooa  aa 
maybe: 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  77,  nay  a 
54,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Joha 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas^ 
sett,  Qdor|;e  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  BidweU| 
Phanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blquat,  Robert  Browii| 
John  Boyle,  Josenh  Bryan,  Qebrge  W.  Campbell, 
John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr^ 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Coorad^  Orchard  CooIl 
Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crownmshield^  Richara 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early^James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Joha 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silaa 
Halsey,  John  Humillon,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland^  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehtf* 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Manon,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards.  Jofaii 
Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martia 
G.  Schuneman.  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas^  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 

B.  Varnum.  Matthew  Walton,  John  'Wbitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathaa  WU- 
liams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays— eilts  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay.  Samuel  W.  Daaa,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Caleb  Bllis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
netty  Charles  Goldsborough.  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings.  David  Holmes,  David  Hoo^h,  James 
Kelly,  Tnomas  Kenan,  Joseph  LewiS)  ir.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Mor 
Creery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jona- 
than U.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kiUf  junior,  Josiah  Q^iincy,  John  Randolph,  J&hn 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Tnomas  Sammons,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thos, 
Spaldiuff,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedmaa, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Ta^art,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge.  Samuel  Teaney,  Phuip  R.  Thom]^ 
son,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Kiliian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Danid 

C.  Verplanck^eleg  Wadsworth,  D.  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following 
resolution: 

Retehtdf  That  an  exchange  of  territory  between  the 
United  StOes  and  ^pain  is  deemed,  by  thb  House,  to 
be  ^e  most  advantageous  mode  of  eettlemant  of  exkU 
ing  diflTerenoss  respecting  limits  be^raan  the  United 
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I  tnd  Hw  Ooort  of  Msdnd,  and  ikitA  any  atrailg^ 
tecDt  belWMn  the  two  CkivenuBMilt  wliick  fhall  Mctire 
to  8p«in  aa  amfle  banior  on  the  aide  of  Menco,  and 
to  the  United  8tatoo  tiie  oountriea  watered  by  the  Mia* 
Manppi,  and  to  the  Eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the  iqp^ 
pMba&on  of  thta  Houae : 

It  WW  resolred  in  the  affirmatit^^— yets  80,  nays 
0IB,  asfoHow^: 

Yeas— John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Baa- 
mM,  George  M.  Bedinser,  Thomas  Bloant,  James 
Bl  Broom,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Br3ran,  William 
Butkr,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Qeorge  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Leonard 
Covington.  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Cald>  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  Jas. 
M.  Garnett,  Charles  GoldsborougL  Edwin  Oray, 
AndrewQregg;  Silas Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth 
Bastings,  Dand  Holmes,  David  Hooirb,  John  G; 
Jaekson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters JyiHiam  McCreery,  David 
Meriwether,  Nichoks  K.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  John  Pngh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards. 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
fbrd,  John  Smith,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  StanfVird,  Lewis  B. 
&tnrge8,  Samuel  Ta^ffart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Bamnel  Tenney,  Philip  K.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort^ 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C  Vei^ 
l^anoK,  Peler  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
David  R.  WilHams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander WilsoD,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas 
Wynns* 

Nays— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos. 
Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  George 
W.  Campbdl,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana.  Ezra 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Gkeen,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr«  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder^Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
Oiin,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Bbe- 
Beaer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smith.  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
William  Stedman,  David  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  &  Vamum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  White- 
hill,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  first  resolution  agreed  to;  and 
that  Mr.  Bidwell,  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Roesn  Nel- 
•OK^  Mr.  GsoRGi  W.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Clai- 
borne, do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  s^me. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  present  la^a^Bcesident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  resokitiotriastfagveed  to.  On  which 
iBOtton  debata  arising,  U  ««^'ift0Ted  to  postpoA  a 


the  consideration  thereof  until  Monday  next,  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Wednesday,  January  15. 

Mr.  BibwELL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday,  presented  a  bill  making  provision  for 
defraying  tne  expense  which  may  ^  incurred  im 
the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  temtoriea  lying  on 
the  Atlaatic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  east- 
ward of  the  Mississippi ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ^is 
day. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  Ve- 
ing  put,  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so  fkr  at 
respects  the  pro^^mgs  of  this  House  on  the  said 
bill,  be  taken  ofi^  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
49^  nays  78.  as  follows : 

YEAS^John  Archer,  GecMge  M.Bedingar,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom.  Wiliiaoi  Bader,  JoIib 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  l^t- 
the  w  Clay,  Leonard  Covinffton.  Samud  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  4r.,  Caleb  Bilu,  William  E&f, 
Jas.M.  Garnett,  Cnarles  GKildsborough,  Seth  Haa- 
tings,  I^vid  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew 
Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Cluincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Soiith,  Saio- 
uel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding  Richard  Stanford* 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  a.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Taiimadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Tbompeoa, 
Philip  Van  C<»tlandt,  Killian  K.  Tan  Renssdaar, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  David  R.  Williams^  Mm- 
maduke  Williatns,  and  Alexander  Wilson, 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  iun.,  Isaac  Andeiaon, 
David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basactt, 
Barnabas  BidwelL  Phaauel  Bishop,  John  BbikeiHi, 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boylc^  Job. 
Bryan,  Greorge  W.  Campbell,  John  Chaadter^ 
Jonn  Claiborne,  Christopher  ClarlL  Joseph  (^f  , 
Gkoree  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Cos- 
cad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  CrowninshieldRichaiid 
Cutts,  Bzra  Daiiiy,  WUliam  Dickson,  Sims  £ario, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Joli& 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley^  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Ckeen^  Siks 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  JmoMs 
Holland,  John  G.  Jacks<m,  Thomas  Kenan^  Nehe- 
miah Koight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leiii^  Pat^ 
rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Jouah  MaataBi^ 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jaremittk 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr..  Jqsl 
H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olio,  John  Pogk,  Jloka 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  T^oeasce, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  MB^ 
tin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloea, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smithi  Henry  Soaifaard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Ahnai 
Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Varnura,  Matthew  Walton.  Mm 
WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill^  EUphalet  Wickn, 
Nathan  Williams,  Joseph  Wmston,  and  Thoaaai 
Wynns. 

The  House  dien  immediately  resolved  ifaetf 
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into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
said  bill ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mf. 
Speaker  resumed  die  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gbeoo  re- 

Sorted  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
ad  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  gone 
through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments:  Whereupon,  the  first  amendment 
to  the  first  section  for  nlling  up  the  blank  therein 
with  the  words  "two  roiluons  of,"  was,  on  the 
ouestion  put  thereupon^  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  second  amendment  to  the  same  section,  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "the  expense  which  may  be 
incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territo- 
ries lying  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,"  and  to 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof.  **bctween  the  United  States 
and  ioreign  nations,"  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House — yeas  71,  nays 
57.  as  rollows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker.  Burwell  Bassett,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Phanuei  Bishop,  John  Blakejnn.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  George 
W.Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George 
Clioton,Jun.^  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crownmshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eariy,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  James  Fiskj  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
William  Helins,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Manon.  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah' Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, Gideon  Olin,  John  Pu^h,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell.  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Martin  G.  Scnuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Owien  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B^  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton.  John  Whlte- 
hilL  Robert  WhitehiU,  Bliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — John  Archer,  George  M.  Bedinffer,  Silas 
Bet  ton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne.  Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay  JTohn 
Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  C^eb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
Jan^es  M.  Gamen,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth 
Hastinfin.  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James 
Kelly^  Tnomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David  Meri- 
wether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jer- 
emiah Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah 
Q^uincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturgea,  Samuel  Ta^gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney ,  PhilipR.  Thompson,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  PhiHp  Van  Cortlandt, 
KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  VerpUmek, 


Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Marma- 
duke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston.  ^ 

The  last  amendment  to  the  same  eeclton,  to 
strike  out,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  "  a$  soom 
as  may  5e,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieci  tnereof,  the 
words,  "  at  or  before  tJie  next  eeeaionqfCongreaeP 
was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  CO 
by  the  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  seeond  section,  to  add, 
to  the  end  thereof  the  words,  "  and  it  ehaU  be 
lau^  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee  to  lend 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  eamej^  was,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

The  last  amendment  to  the  said  bill  to  add,  to 
the  end  thereof,  a  new  sectioB,  in  the  wo^ds  fol- 
lowing : 

Section  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  lo  muck 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  beyond  the  permanent  appropria^ 
tion  heretofore  charged  upon  them  by  law,  shall  be^ 
and  hereby  is,  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal, of  all  such  moneys  as  may  be  borrowed  in  dutsup 
ance  of  this  act,  acccvding  to  the  terms  and  conditioiia 
en  whish  the  loan  or  loans  may  be  eflboted: 
was.  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House — yeas  74,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  lun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett. 
Oeorge  M.  Bedinger^  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuei 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  (ieorgd 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Claj^ 
€korge  Chnton,  junior.  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Conrad.  Orchard  CooV.  Jacob  Crowntnshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  fizra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Blias  Earle,  Peter  Barly,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Bifagruder,  Rob* 
ert  Marion.  Josiah  Masters^  Nicholas  R.  Moor^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson^  Thomas  New^ 
ton,  jun»  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin.  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Rknddph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiK 
ly.  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schnneman, 
Boenezer  Seaver.  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie^ 
O'Brien  Smith,  HenrySouthard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph  6.  varnum, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  White- 
hUl,  Blif^let  Wiekes,  Nathan  Williams,  JoaqA 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natb— Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Bttxnn.  WH* 
liam  Butler,  John  CampbeN,  Levi  Casey,  Mntkk 
Chttteoden,  John  Claihome,  Cbfistoj^r  Claijk, 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covinrton,  Samuel  W. 
Dana.  John  Davenport, Junior.  James  Elliot,  C»- 
leb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gam^t,  Charlei 
Gbldsborough,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holiness 
David  Hough,  James  Kelly.  Joseph  Lewis,  janior. 
Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mooelf , 
Jeramah  Naleoft,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jimtor,  JoMak 
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duiney,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pensyl- 
Tania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smithj 
John  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldinjr, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedroan,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Ta^^gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
land t,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
Slanck,  PelecWadsworth,  David  R.  Williams, 
fannaduke  Williams  and  Alexander  Wilson. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Thursday,  January  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  East- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and,  on  the  question  tnat  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  54,  as 
follows : 

YB48—r Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brvan,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George 
Clinton,  junior.  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad. 
Orchara  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early^ames  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton.  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehe- 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Manon,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
son. Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Giaeon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards.  Jonn 
Russell,  Peter  Sailiy,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wii- 
liams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 
-  NATa^Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Claibonie.  Christopher  Clark,  Leon- 
aid  Covinfftoo^muel  W.Dana,  John  Davenport, 
jnnior,  CiOeb  Ellis.  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Bldwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James 
Eeily^  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Livingalon^  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCree- 
Tfy  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Josiah  ^uincy,  John  Randolph.  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 


Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman.  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigv,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Daniel  C.  Yei^ 

Slanck,  PelegWadsworth,  David  R.  Wiliian^ 
larmaduke  Williams,  abd  Alexander  Wilson. 
It  was  then  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  said 
bill  to  read  as  follows : ''  An  act  making  provision  /or 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  united  States  and  foi^ 
eign  nations ;"  and  on  the  question  thereapon,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  81,  nays  46 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderaon,  John 
Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Bamains 
Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake  jr.,  Thomti 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bfj- 
an,  Geojve  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  ion., 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Daihy, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes  Williaa 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andi^w  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  HamUtoa, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Kni^% 
John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magm&r, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters^  WiUiam  l&Cree- 
ry,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roser 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.  Gideon  OUn,  Joan 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randdhph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Rupsell,  Peter  Sailiy,  Thomas  Saad- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seavet, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry 
Southard.  Joseph  Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Aoram  Trigg,  Josepn  B.  Varnum,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  EUph- 
alet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Wiosan,and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays  —  George  M.  Bedin«rer,  Silas  Betton, 
James  M.  Broom,  William  BuiTer,  John  Camphe^ 
Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden^ohn  Claiborne, 
Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  'W.  Dana,  Johm 
Davenport,  jun.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James 
M.  Garnett,  Charles  Groldsborough,  Selh  Hastings, 
David  Hou^h,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingstoa,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  duiocy^  John  Randolph, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Snuth, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Sunford,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Tasgart; 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Yas 
Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C 
Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  David  B. 
Williams. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  comnaittee  be 
appointed  to  carry  to  the  Senate  the  following 
message : 
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By  ike  Houu  of  RqtrmHtative$,  January  16, 1806. 
Omiiemen  of  the  Senate,' 

We  tranfmit  yoa  a  bill  which  haa  paaaed  thia  Houae, 
entitled  ''An  act  making  proriaion  for  defraying  any 
extraordinary  ezpenaee  attending  the  intercoiuae  be- 
tween the  tinited  Statea  and  foreign  nationa,"  and  in 
which  we  request  your  concnrrenee.  Thia  bill  haa 
been  paaaed  by  na  to  enable  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea  to  commence,  with  more  effect,  a  negotiation 
for  the  pnrchaae  of  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Golf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward 
of  the  river  MiasiaBipi^  The  nature  and  importance 
of  the  measure  contemplated  have  induced  ua  to  act 
upon  the  anhjieet  with  closed  doora.  You  wifl,  of  con- 
sequence, consider  the  communication  as  confidentiaL 

To  which  motion  an  amendment  was  moved 
to  strike  out,  in  the  proposed  message,  the  words 
"River  Missisaippi,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  words  ^Bay  of  Perdido;"  and  on  the  question 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negatiye— yeas  59, 
nay&68,  as  follows: 

Yba8-— Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  James 
M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  John 
Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jnn.,  James  Elliots  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  James  M.  Qamett,  Charles  Oolds- 
borough,  Edwin  Grav,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Henry  W.  Liv- 
ingston, Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCreery, 
David  Meriwether^  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
iun^  Josiah  ftuincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph.  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Sandford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel 
Taff^art,  Beniarain  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigs,  Philip  Van  Cortkandt,  Killtan  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Josiah  Winston. 

NAY8-^Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Qeorge  M.  Bedinger, 
Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake, 

i'an.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle, 
oseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Qeorge  Clin- 
ton, jun.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin- 
shield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson.  Elias  filarle,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gre^,  Isaiah  L. 
Qrean,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  James 
Kelly,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leifas  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell, 
Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie.  O'Brien  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton.' David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Wilton, 


John   Whitehill,    Robert   Whitehill,    Eliphalet 
Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns* 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  motion  to  send  to  the  Senate  the  said  mes- 
sage, as  originally  proposed,  and  resolved  in  the 
aflSrmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bidwbll  and  Mr.  Early 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  thereto.  Anr 
other  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecj,  so 
far  as  respects  the  report  of  the  select  committee^ 
made  to  this  House  on  the  third  instant,  on  the 
letter  and  communications  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  referred  to  them,  on  the  sixth 
of  December  last  it  passed  in  the  negative — yea» 
46,  nays  71,  a:^  follows: 

Yeas — Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  Jame» 
M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Mar* 
tin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven* 
port,  junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  l/L 
GhimetL  Charles  Gk>ldsborough,  Seth  HastiMs^ 
David  Holmes,  David  Houffh,  James  Kelly,  $9^ 
^eph  Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston.  Mmt*- 
thew  Lyon.  Patrick  Magrnder,  Josiah  Mastersi 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  duincyi 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas 
Sandford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam* 
uel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  WiHiam  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phmp  R.  Thomp* 
son.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Phil* 
ip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Gkorge  M.  Bedinger,  Joseph  Bar* 
ker,  Barnabas  Bidwell.  John  Blake,  junior,  Rob* 
ert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan.  George 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  John  CloptonJ^ 
Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield.  Richarc 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle^ 
Peter  Early ^ames  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton^James  Holland,  John  G, 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones.  Thomas  Kenan,  NehemiT 
ah  Elnight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib.  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin, 
John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  oi 
Pennsvlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eb- 
enezer Seaver^  James  Sloam  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard.  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  eunton, 
David  Tnomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
Matthew  Walton.  John  Whitehill.  Robert  White- 
hill, Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams, 
Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynne, 

Feiuat,  January  17. 
On  a  motion  made  that  the  resolution  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 
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Resohedf  That  an  exchange  of  territory  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  is  deemed  by  this  House 
to  be  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  settlement  of  ex- 
isting differences,  respecting  limits  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Court  of  Maidrid,  and  that  any  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  GoYemments  which  shall  se- 
-eure  to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico, 
«ttd  to  the  United  States  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the 
approbation  and  support  of  this  Houae, 

he  now  made  public:  it  passed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  46j  najTs  64.  as  follows : 

Yeas — John  Ajreher.  Qeorge  M.  Bedisger,  Si- 
las BettoD,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Camj^ell, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  Leonard 
CoTiiigtoD.  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport, 
jimior,  Caleb  Ellis.  William  El v,  James  M.  Gar- 
oett,  Charles  QoldsborouglK  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Blasting  David  Hough,  James  Eelly^  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiafa  Mas- 
ters, Wm,  McCreery,  David  Meriwether.  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.. 
Josiah  Q^uincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  ot 
Penosylvaiiia,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
^mith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding.  Rich- 
lurd  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
M6,  Samuel  Tag^rt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
kndt.  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
pianck,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  iunior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
David  Bard,  Barnabas  BidweU,  Phannd  Bishap, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butler,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsbield,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Diclwon,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Eb- 
enez«rElmer^  John  W.  Bppes,  William  Fipdley, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah 

&.  Green^ilas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  James 
oUand,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemi- 
ah  Kniffht,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib.  Patrick 
Magruder.  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Soger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Clin, 
John  Pngh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
•eil,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
»er  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Un  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
rtiew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
EliphaUt  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joeeph 
Wmaton. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
or  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 
Tbtke  SenaU  and  Hounef 

BepmmtaHvesofthe  VnUedStaiea.- 

The  encloMd  letter  from  the  Miiyster  Plenipotenfi- 
aiy  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  London,  con- 
tarns  interesting  inlbrmation  on  the  subjects  of  my 
other  Message  of  this  date.  It  n  aent  seiMtfately -and 
confidentially,  because  its  publication  may  discourage 


ally,  and  the  Goremments  with  which  they  nnii,  ml 
especially  between  the  same  Miaisten. 

Jakuabt  17,  1806.  TH.  iEFFEfiSOH. 

The  letter  referred  to  tn  the  foregeing  Message 
was  read. 


Thursday,  February  6. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PREsroKrr 
OP  the  United  States, as  follows: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativea  of  the  United  Stata.- 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  Jurasiy  nib* 
teenth,  a  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  Novemtw  hu 
been  received  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiaiyoftki 
United  States  at  London,  covering  one  from  the  8» 
retary  for  Foreign  Afiairs  of  that  Government,  whidi, 
being  on  the  subject  of  that  Message,  is  now  tnisniit- 
ted  for  the  information  of  Congress.  Although  ootfc* 
ing  forbids  the  substance  of  these  letters  frea  bang 
communicated  without  reserve,  yet  so  manjieAea 
proceed  from  the  publication  of  oerTespondeuM  be- 
tween Ministers,  remaining  still  in  office,  tint  Icataol 
but  recommend  that  these  letters  be  not  pennittedto 
be  forma%  pubUshed. 

TH.  JEFFEB80N. 

FSBEUABT  6,  1806. 

The  said  Message,  and  letters  accompanying  it, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  to  amend  the  secret  Jotnui 
of  the  House^  in  the  manner  following,  to  vit: 
Tdbsdat,  December  31, 1805. 

The  following  motion  was  laid  on  the  tible: 

Hewhed,  That dollars  be  appropristed  bykf , 

for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  extrao^toiiry  expen- 
ses which  may  be  incurred  in  the  interoourN  betweo 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  bepaidoat 
of  ai^  moneys  in  the  Treasuiv  not  otherwiie  ijfw- 
^iated,  and  to  be  applied  under  the  diieetioB  flf  lis 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  hsveiatb» 
ity,  if  necessary,  to  bonrow  the  said  saai,  vvvff^ 
thereof  in  behalf  of  the  United  Statss,  it  a  nti  cf 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  oentum  pti  ua^* 
and  shali  cause  an  account  of  the  expenditara  tk«M^ 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  the  addiUonal  dutr  of  twoawf< 
half  per  centum  ad  valorem,  impoeea  by  an  aetaO' 
tied  "An  act  fhrther  to  protect  the  commeice  i«I  *^ 
men  of  the  United  States  against  the  Birbizy  Pow- 
ers," be  continued  fw- yeara. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Joonul  be  so 
amended,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmatire,  by  yev 
and  nays,  ever^  member  present  voting  in  ue*^" 
firmative,  to  wit: 

Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bir^'^^ 


Boyle,  Jiseph  Bryan,  WUliam  Buller,  J^ 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Msrta 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Cltrx> 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clayj  George  CHotos,  jr., 
Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowo^ 
inshield,  Samuel  W.  DanaT^zn  DarhytJo^ 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Dickson,  James  M«^ 


w.™v«««ij,  utTt^u.^  iw  puoucaiion  may  oiscourag^    i/avenport,  jr.,  William  Dickson,  James  Jfiii«»» 
frMik  communications  between  our  Ministers,  genei- j  Caleb  Bllis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  filyrJ^^" 
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W.  Eppes,  William'findley,  Jamefe  Pisk,  John 
Fowler,  James  M.  Garnetl,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Greggr,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Beth  Hastings, 
Wilh'am  Helms,  David  Holmes,  Dayid  Honcrh, 
John  a.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  -John  Lam- 
!)ert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
[iiringston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mc- 
Dreery,  >David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
lonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Hewton,  jr.,  Jo6e]>h  H.  Nicholson,  GideoB  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin/ir*}  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Q^aincy, 
Fobn  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
>f  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Russell,  Thomas  Sandfor^,  Mar- 
in G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
!lloan,  John  Smilie,  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Smith,0'Brien 
3mith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Ricii- 
ird  Stanford,  Williafla  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
^es,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
lel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
^n,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Urt  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van 
flensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
)lanck,  Pefeg  Wadsworth,  John  Whilehill,  Rob- 
rt  WhitehiU,  Elipbalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wil- 
iams,  Marmaduke  Wtiliamsj  Nathan  Williams, 
Llexander  Wilson^  Joseph  Wmston,  and  Thomas 
Vynns. 

A  motion  was  then  Bsade  that  a  committee  be 
ppointed  to  present  to  the  Pfesident  of  the  Uni- 
id  Sutes  the  resolution  ajgreed  to  by  this  House, 
Q  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  m  the  words  following, 
»  wit: 

Reaohedf  That  an  ezchange  of  tarritorj  between 
le  United  States  and  Spain  is  deemed  by  this  House 
»  be  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  settlement  of  ev 
(ting  difficulties  respecting  die  limits  between  the 
Jnitod  States  and  the  Court  of  Madrid ;  and  diat  anv 
rrangement  between  the  two  Governments,  whi<a 
nail  secure  to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of 
f  exico,  and  to  the  United  States  the  countries  wa- 
sted by  the  Mi8si8sip|>i,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it, 
ill  meet  the  approbation  of  this  House. 

On  which  motioUj  debate  arising,  it  was  moved 
>  postpone  the  consideration  thereof  until  Thurs- 
ay  next,  and  decided  in  the  negatiye — yeas  57, 
ays  64,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
;pih  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanad  Bishop, 
ITilliaai  Blackledge^  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas 
llount,  Rob^t  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bry- 
0,  Qeoxge  W.  Campbell,  John  Qhandler,  George 
'lintOD,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin- 
iidd,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby  Willjam  Dick- 
)n,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Find- 
y,  JohD  Fowler,  Andrew  Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
lias  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
imea  Holland,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Kni^t, 
3hn  Ijambert,  Patrick  Magruder.  Robert  Marion, 
ich«la8  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gideon 
ItD,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
,bea  of  Tanaeeaee,  Jacoh  Richards,  John  Rus- 


sell, Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eben- 
ezer Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill  Rob- 
ert WhitehiU,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nayb — David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Ckorge 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Cla£,  Matthew  Clay,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daren- 
Jort,  jr.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
ohn  W.  Epnes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
Gbodwyn,  Setn  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lvon,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin^  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thos. 
Sammons^  Thomas  Sanford.  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldinjr, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman.  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Ta^fl^rt^  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  PhiBp  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer.  Dan'l  C.  Verplanck  J^eleg  Wads- 
worth,  Elipbalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  ibM 
said  original  motion,  by  instructing  the  same  com- 
mittee also  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  another  resolution,  agreed  to  by  this 
HoQsej  on  the  said  fourteenth  ultimo,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  MtBohed.  That  —  doUars  be  appropriatad,  by 
law,  towards  defraving  the  expense  which  may  be  in- 
curred in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territories  lying 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  east- 
ward of  the  Missiseippi,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  shall  have  authority^  if  necessary,  to 
borrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  redeemable  at  will ;  and 
^aU  cause  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
greee  as  soon  as  may  be :" 

On  which  motion  to  amend,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  resolred  in  the  affirtnative. 

And  then  the  main  question  bein^  taken,  that 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  ori|rmal  motion, 
as  now  amendea,  it  was  resolved  m  the  affirm- 
ttiTe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Rakbolpr  and  Mr. 
GteKQC^be  appointed  aconsmittee  pursuant  thereto. 


T«w«BAT,  Pebfuary  11. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  Thursday  last,  to  present  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  two  resolutions  of  this 
House,  of  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  reported  that  tba 
committee  had  performed  that  service. 
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Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  Commit- 
tee for  Eorolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee had  examined  an  enrolled  bill,  to  wit :  "  An 
act  making  provision  for  defraying  any  extra- 
ordinary expenses  attending  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations." 
and  had  found  the  same  to  be  truly  enrollea: 
Whereupon,  the  Speaker  signed  the  said  en- 
rolled bill. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  IJouse  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith* 

Wednesday,  February  12. 
Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  froip  the  Joint 
Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the 
committee  did,  yesterday,  present  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation,  an  en- 
rolled bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  masing  provision  for 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations*'^ 

Tuesday,  February  18. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Hwue  of  Reprt9mtaHf>ea 

of  the  United  SUUea  : 
On  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  approved  and  signed  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  for  defraying 
any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  which 
originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I  shall,' 
in  dne  season,  deposit  it  among  the  rolls  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  Sute. 

TH.  JEFPBRSON. 

FXBRUABT  18,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Friday,  March  21. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Resohed,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  on 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  with  closed 
doors,  daring  the  present  session,  be  removed. 

Oq  the  question  that  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  until  the  Ust 
Monday  in  the  present  mouthy  it  was  resolved  in 
the  aflSrmalive— yeas  69,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wil- 
liam Blaekledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Gamp- 
bell^  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob 
Crowninshieldj  Richard  Cults,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickson.  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley.  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler.  Peterson  Gbodwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Ham- 
ilton, William  Helaisi,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremi- 


ah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  M\(mford^  Roger  Ndsoa, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Dim,  John  Pu^ 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tenoeaeee^ 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Scho- 
neman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  JoMph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B, 
Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
lianis,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays — Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedisfer, 
Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Bauer, 
John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  S^ravei 
W.  Dana,  John  I>avenport  jr.,  James  EUioc,  Ca- 
leb Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Epnes,  James 
M.  GUrnett,  Charles  Choldsborough.  Edwin  GcaT, 
Seth  Hastings,  .David  Holmes,  David  Hon^ 
James  Kelly,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^  jr., 
Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters.  Thus.  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr.,  Josiah  Q^incy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvaaia.Pelec 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thos.  Sandforo,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldiiig, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  R 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tamrt,  Benjamin  TaJlmadgc^ 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  KilliaA  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Yer- 

Slanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams, 
larmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

MoNOAY,  March  1^. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Bepreeentaiivee  of  the  United  8UtU$  c 
I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  recentij  rsccivgd 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiaizy  of  the  United  States 
at  London,  stating  some  circumstances  which  bear  le- 
Istion  to  the  subject  of  my  Messages  of  January  m^ea- 
teenth.    This  paper  being  originid,  and  to  be  coramik- 
nicated  to  both  Houses,  the  return  of  it  is  requested. 
TH.  JEFPERSOJV: 
Marcb  24,  1806. 

The  said  Message  and  document  accompany- 
ing it,  were  severaliy  twice  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  referred  to  in  tbe  aaid 
Message  be  returned  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  agreeablf  to  his  request 


Monday,  March  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Reaoivedf  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  impowwloa 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  with  closed 
doors  during  the  present  session,  be  removed  : 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  reaolation,  bf 
adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the  words^  "from  au 
after  this  day  fortnight:"  And,  on  the  qoestiot 
thereuDOD,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  61, 
navs  63,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Willis  AlatoUi  jr^  Isaac  Andfraoiij  Da- 
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yid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker^arnabas  Bidweli.  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr..  Tbos.  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  Geo.  W.  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, John  Claiborne.  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsbield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Qoodwyn, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lambert,  Matthew  LyoQ)  Duncan  Mac- 
Farland,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
S.  Mumford,  Roser  Nebon.  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pngb,  Thomas  M.  Randolpn,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Ebenezer  Seayer,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie^ohn 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Dayid 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  JB.  Varnum,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  EKphalet  Wickes, 
Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats — Eyan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William 
Butler,    John    CampbeD,    Leyi    Casey,  Martin 


James  Elliot,  Caleb  ElUs,  Wiiliam  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  James  M.  Garnet t,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  Dayid  Holmes, 
Dayid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Eellj, 
Thomas  Elenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis, 
iun.,  Patrick  Magruder.  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Kelson^  Thomas  Newton,  jun..  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  ^uincy,  John  Ranaolph,  John 
Rea  or  rennsylyania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
Cotton  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldiiw, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taff^^art.  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Phuip  K.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Kiilian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peleff  Wads  worth,  Dayid  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Wuliams,  and  Alexander  Wilson* 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the 
said  resolution,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^that," 
in  the  first  line,  the  words,  '^  from  and  after  the  end 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress :"  And  on  the 
question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negatiye — 
yeas  59,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jr..  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  Barnabas  .Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount.  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
sbield, Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early.  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson 
Qoodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Gkeen,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  John 
Lambert.  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarUnd, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gkirdon  S.  Mumford, 


Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seayer, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton.  Dayid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Varnum/John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richara 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats  —  Eyan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  But- 
ler, John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Coyinffton, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dayenport,  jun.,  John 
Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles 
Gbldsborough,  Edwin  Grav,  Seth  Hastings  Da- 
yid Holmes,  Dayid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Michael  Leib.  Jo- 
sef^ Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters, Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  ftuincy,  John  Ran* 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylyania,  Jaeob  Rich* 
ards,  Peter  Sailhr,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas 
Sandford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smitn,  Thomas  Spalding.  Richard  Stanford. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Phuip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Dayid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke 
Williams^  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  resolution  be  postponed  until  this  day  week, 
it  passed  in  the  negatiye — yeas  58,  nays  62,  aa 
ibllows : 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidweli,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blakejun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook.  Jacob  Crown- 
hishield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson.  Elias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, William  Findley,  James  Fisk.  Peterson 
Goodwyn^  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Cireen,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms.  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  01m,  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
RusseU,  Martm  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
yer, James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Dayid  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num, John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Elipha- 
let Wickes,  Nathao  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Eran  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Geo* 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Beuon,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell.  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Coyington,  Samuel  W* 
Dana,  John  Dayenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
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Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jacksoo,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Kelly',  Thomas  Kenan.  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  Jan.,  Patrick  ^^agruder,  Josiah  Masters, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ly.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Tim- 
otny  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy.  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacoh  Richards,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  samraons,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Ta^art, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tennev,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth. 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  anq 
Alexander  Wilson. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  takea,,that 
the  House  do  af;ree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  ori- 
ginally moved,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

«  Resohedy  That  the  injoaction  of  secrecy  imposed 
Oft  ihe  pTOoe«diiigf  which  hate  be«i  laraBfaeted  witb 
oloeed  doors,  during  the  present  session,  be  removed." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  63, 
nays  56,  as  follows: 

Teas — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Basselt,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell.  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Chirk, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun^  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wm.  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn^  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  Da* 
rid  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  ML 


chael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magrader, 
Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Joeiah  Q^iia- 
cy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammon^ 
Thomas  Sandford,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Smitl^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman^lJewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  Samuel  Teo- 


ney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomais  W.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg^  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Maimtr 
duke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake^'un.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robect 
Brown.  George  W.  Campbell  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad. 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cfrowninshleld,  Richanl 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  BliasEarle^ 
Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Eln>er,  William  Findle^, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SV- 
las  Halsey.  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Johm 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarlan^ 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moorej  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gnrdon  S.  Momford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Johm 
RusseU,  Martin  G.  Schuneman.  Ebenezer  Ser- 
ver, James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Yar- 
num^  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  EUiAift- 
let  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  then  th^  House  adjourned. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESa 


COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  IMX^UIIBKTS  0RI6INATINO  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRE8S,  AND  THE  PUBIiC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


STATB  OF  THE  FINANCEa 

[Comifiimicated  to  the  Senate,  December  %  1806.] 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  sup- 
demeotary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Treasury  Department,"  the  Secretary  of! 
the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report  and  estimates : 

Revenue  and  Receipts. 
The  net  tevenae,  arisilig  from  duties  on  merchandise 
and  tonnage,  which  accrued  doring  the  year  1801, 

amounted  to $12,020,279 

The  net  revenue,  arising  from  the  same 
source,  which  accrued  daring  the  year 
1805,  amounted  to    -        -        -        -      10,154,564 
That  wluch  accrued  during   die  year 

1808,  amounted  to    -        •        •        -      11,306,430 
And  that  which  accrued  during  the  year 
1804,  amounted,  after  deducting  that 

Sertion  which  arose  from  the  additional 
utiesy  constituting  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  a»  wiU  appear  by  the  statement 
A,  to        .        .        •        -        •        .       12,672,3^ 
It  ia  ascertained  that  tha  net  revenue  which  haa  ac- 
crued during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year  1605, 
doee  not  fall  short  of  that  or  the  corresponding  quar- 
leraof  tliO][ear  1804.    And  that  branch  of  revenue 
may,  exclusively  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  be  safely 
estimated^  for  the  present^  at  twelve  miUiona  of  doHars, 
which  ia  nearly  the  averi^e  of  the  two  years  1803  and 
1804. 

The  defalcation  which  took  place  in  the  year  1802, 
and  the  increase  in  the  next  following  vears,  suffi- 
dently  lAiow  that  no  inconsiderable  pornon  of  that 
branch  of  the  revenue  is  due  to  the  neutrality  of  Uie 
Ifnfted  States,  during*  the  continuance  of  war  in  Eu- 
rope. Tet^  if  the  revenue  of  1809,  the  only  year  of 
European  peace  since  1792,  be  considered  as  the  best 
basia  on  wnich  to  form  an  estimate,  this,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  cent  on  account  of  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation for  tnree  yean,  and  of  near  800,000  dollars,  the 
computed  revenue  of  New  Orleans,  will  give  a  result 
of  near  eleven  millions  and  a  hal£  The  statement  B 
exhibit*  in  detail  the  several  species  of  merchandise 
and  oUier  sources  from  which  that  revenue  was  collect- 
ed during  the  year  1804. 

The  revenue  arising  fh>m  the  sales  of  pubHc  lands 
ham  been  greater  during  the  year  ending  on  the  $Oth 
September,  1805,  than  that  of  any  preceding  year.  It 
appears  by  the  statement  C  that,  during  that  period, 
beaidea  145,000  acres  sold  to  persons  doming  a  right| 


of  pre-emptioBy  f  41^4,080  aares  have  bean  dispoaad  ot, 
at  the  ordinaiy  salea;  making,  altagotfaen,  with  the 
preceding  salea^  torn  the  time  whan  the  la»d  officea 
w^sre  aliened  in  1800  and  1801,  an  aggregate  of  near 
two  millions  of  aoaes.    The  actual  praneata  by  pur- 
chasers, which»  during  tha  year  endrng  on  the  80th 
Sentember,  18M,  had  amounted  to  430»00adoUaia»  and 
ksd  not,  in  any  one  previous  year,  exceeded  250,000 
doUara,have,  during  the  yett  endii^g  en  the  80th  Sep- 
tember, 1805,  amounted  to  575,000  dollars;  of  which 
sum  685^000  doUara  were  paid  in  >pocie,  and  the  resi- 
due in  stock  of  the  puhlto  debt.    The  speeie  receipt* 
from  that  aousee  may,  for  the  ensuing  year,  be  aalely 
estimated  at  five  bundled  thousand  dollars* 
Tito  Toceipts  arising  from  the  permanent  revenue  of 
the  United  Stetes  may,  therefore,  without  even  in- 
cluding tibe  dutiea  on  postage  and  other  email  inci- 
dental branches,  be  computed,  for  the  year  1866»  at 
twelve  railUona  and  five  knndrad  thou- 

sanddoUars $12,500»000 

The  paymente  in  the  'IVeaanry,during  the 
aame  year,  on  aeeount  of  the  temporap 
ry  loans  constituting  tha  ''Mediteira* 
nean  fund"  which  will  have  acomed 
to  the  31st  day  of  March  next,  are  e*> 
timated  at  nine  hundred  thousand  del- 
lara,  and  about  one  hundred  thooaand 
may  be  expeeied  from  the  arrears  of 
hitsmial  dutiea  and  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  other  incidental  branches; 
making  foi-  temporary  and  ineiiielitai 
reenptci  one  million  dollars  -  •  1,000,000 
The  balance  of  n>ecie  in  the  Treasury, 
whichy  on  the  36th  day  of  September 
last,  amounted  to  4,575,654  dollars, 
will,  as  the  receipts  and  current  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  quarter  mav 
be  considered  as  nearly  equfld,  be  di- 
minished at  the  end  of  thia  jear,  only 
by  the  paymente  on  account  of  the 
American  claims  assumed  by  the  con- 
vention with  France;  and  as  the 
whole  amount  of  those  claims  which 
remained  unpaid  on  the  30th  day  of 
September  last,  will,  in  this  estunate, 
be  stated  amongst  ^  expenditures  of 
1806,  the  whole  of  the  shove-mention- 
ed balance  may  be  added  to  the  ro- 
ceipte  of  that  year,  vix:     .        -        -        4,575,660 


Making,  in  Ae  whole,  an  aggregate  of 
more  than  eighteen  millions  of  doQan   fl8,076,000 
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State  of  the  Financea, 


ExpenditxtreB, 
The  expenses  of  the  year  1806,  which  most  be  de- 
frayed out  of  those  reeourees,  are,  like  the  re^enoe, 
either  of  a  permanent  nature  or  temporary. 

The  permanent  expenses  are  estimated  at  11,460,- 
000  dollars,  and  consist  of  the  following  items,  ra : 
1.  The  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  of  which  more  than  4,000,000  dol- 
lars will  be  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  princi- 
pal, and  the  residue  to  the  payment  of 
mtereet f  8^000,000 

3.  For  the  dvil  department  and  all  do- 
mestic expenses  of  a  dvil  nature,  in- 
cluding iuTalid  pensions,  the  light- 
house and  mint  establishments,  the 
expenses  of  surreying  public  lands, 
the  third  instahnent  of  the  loan  due  to 
Maryland,  and  a  sum  of  150,000  dol- 
lars, to  meet  sudi  miscellaneous  claims 
or  grants  as  may  be  allowed  by  Con- 

giess 1,160,000 

8.  For  expenses  incident  to  the  inters 
course  with  foreign  nations,  including 
.the  permanent  appropriations  lor  Al- 
giers          800,000 

4.  For  the  Military  and  Indian  dqiart- 


ments,  including  the  permanent  appro- 
L  Indian 


i,oao,ooo 


priations  for  cratain  Indian  tribes 

6.  For  the  Na^al  establishment,  (exdu- 

sirely  of  defideticieB  for  the  senriee  of 

the  years  1804  and  1806,  which  are 

1  at  $600,000)     .        -        .        1,070,000 


The  extraordinary  demands  for  ^ 
year  1806  amount  to  four  milhons  <Kf 
ddlars,  viz: 
The  Navy  defideneiee  for  1804  and  1806, 

as  above-mentioned  •        -  $600,000 
And  the  balance  of  the  Amer- 
ican claims  assumed  by  the 

French  convention,  whidi 

remained   unpaid   on   the 

thirtieth  of  September  last, 

amounting  to    ...  8,400,000 


$11^460,000 


4,080,000 


Making  altogether 


-  $16,460,000 


It  appears  from  the  preceding  'statement,  Aat  the 
permanent  revenues  of  the  United  States  will,  during 
the  ensuing  year,  exceed  the  permanent  expenditures 
more  than  one  million  of  dollars ;  and  that  the  mon- 
eys already  on  hand,  together  with  the  temporary  re- 
sources of  the  year,  will,  after  leaving  the  sum  whidi 
it  is  always  necessary  to  keep  in  the  Treasury,  be  suf- 
fident  to  discharge  the  Navy  defidendes,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  claims  assumed  by  Ae  conven* 
tion  with  France,  the  large  receipts  of  last  year  ren- 
dering it  unnecesary  to  recur  for  that  object  to  the  loan 
muihorixed  by  .the  act  of  the  10th  of  November,  1808. 
Mediterranean  Fund, 

It  appears  by  the  sUtemen^  B  that  the  additional 
duty  of  two-and-a-half  per  cent  on  goods  paying  duties 
ad  valorem,  which  constitutes  the  « Mediterranean 
frud,"  amounted  during  the  last  six  months  of  1804,  to 
668,088  dollars.  And  it  is  ascertained  that  the  amount 
^  duty  aeerued  during  the  year  ending  on  the  80th 


day  of  June,  1806,  was  990,000  dollars.  This  appaient 
product  will,  it  is  true,  be  dimiriished  by  subeequeni  ex- 
poitations ;  but  it  is  believed,  from  a  view  of  dw  valns 
of  the  goods  imported  in  1808  and  1804»  whidi  an 
diarged  with  thiU  du^,  that  the'ftmdmay  beeetimated 
as  pradudng  nearly  900,000  dollars  a  year.  If  that 
estmiate  be  correct,  the  fhnd  will  ultimately  produes, 
during  the  one  year  and  nine  months  commimdng  <m 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1804,  and  ending  on  the  81st  day 

of  March,  1806 $I,676,im 

The  expenses  heretofore  diarged  on  that 
fond,  have  been,  vix : 

Paid  in  1804,  to  the  Navy  Dmrtment,  un- 
der tibe  act  constituting  the 

fund $686,000 

Paid  in  1806,  to  the  nid  De* 
partment,  ij  virtue  of  the 
second  secUon  of  the  act  of 
86th  January,  1806     .        -       690,000 


Making,  altogether. 


ui^ooo 


And  leaving  an  unappropriated  surplus,  es- 
timated at    4«0jiKM 


But  whidi  will  be  more  than  abeoibed  by  the  Naiy 

defidendes  above-mentioned. 

The  moneys  actually  received  or  to  be  received  inie 
the  Treasury,  on  account  of  that  fond,  priat  to  the  1st 
day  of  January^  1806,  are  estimated  at  about  $00,000 
dollars.  The  remdue  will  be  received  between  that 
day  and  the  81st  of  March,  1807,  and  credit  has  been 
taken  for  a  sum  of  900,000  dollars  on  that  account,  in 
the  preceding  estimate  of  the  receipts  of  the  year  1806. 

PubUeDebt. 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  principal  of  die  pi^ 
he  debt  have,  during  the  vear  aiding  on  the  SOtk 
September,  1806,  exceeded  four  millions  three  hnn- 
dred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  doUars,  as  appears 
by  estimate  D        •        -        -        -  $4,877,898  66 

The  two  last  instahnents  due  t5  Great 
Britain,  and  amounting  to  one  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  dollars,  have  also  been 
discharged  during  the  same  period,      1^776,000  06 

Making,  in  the  whole,  a  reimburse- 
ment of  more  dian  six  millions  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUara        6,16S,89fl  88 


As  the  exportation  of  the  specie  neoeasaiy  to  dis- 
charge the  last-mentioned  instahnent,  would  have 
been  sensibly  folt,  it  was  found  eligible  to  pay  it  in 
London,  in  conformi^  with  the  authori^  given  by  the 
act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1806 ;  and  the  operatioD  waa 
effiBcted  at  par,  by  the  Bank  of  the  Un&d  Statea. 
Itaj^pearsby  the  same  statement  D, 

that  the  payments  on  account  of  the 

public  dd>t,  firom  the  1st  April,  1801, 

to  the  80th  September,  1806,  have 

amounted  to  ahnost  $18,000,000    -    17,964»790  49 
During  the  same  period  there  have 

been  paid  to  Great  Britain,  in  aatis- 

foction  and  disdiarge  of  the  money 

whidi  the  United  States  might  have 

been  liable  to  pay,  in  puzsuance  ot 

the  provisions  of  the  6l^  artide  of 

the  Treaty  of  1794       -       •       -      tfi^ifiOO  08 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1149 


APPENDIX, 


1160 


Etid^eea  of  Pvmc  Debt. 


The  balance  in  the  Treaaory  amounted, 

OB  the   let  day  of  Ajml,  1801,  to 

f  l,794,05t  59 

And  on  the  30Ui  day  of 

September,  1806,  to    4,676,654  87 

Making  an  inenaee  of    8,781,601  78 
From  which,  dednctnif 

the  proceeda  Oi  the 

ealee   of   the    Bank 

ahaiea      -        •       - 1,287,600  00 


XeaTea  for  the  increaae  ariaingfrem 
Uie  ordinary  revenue     ... 

Making,  in  the  whole,  a  difference  of 
more  Aan  twenty-two  milliona  of 
dollari  in  &Tor  of  the  United  8tatea, 
diuring  that  period  of  Ibor  yean  and 


1«404,001  78 


ahalf 


9M,11S,70S  t7 


In  order  to  give  a  more  general  and  eonoiae  new  of 
die  receivta  and  ezpenditurea  of  the  United  Statea, 
during  the  ibur  years,  commencing  on  the  let  day  of 
April,  1801,  and  endioig  on  the  81st  day  of  March, 
1^05,  tiiaB  can  be  derired  from  the  annual  printed  ac- 
eovnts,  a  statement,  marked  H,  and  seTeral  explana- 
loiy  statements,  marked  H  1,  to  H  8,  have  bem  added 
t*  those  which  usually  accompany  this  report 

From  those  it  i^pears,  that  a  sum  offifty  milliona  six 
hundred  and  sizty-oeven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
siztj-seten  dollars  and  four  cents,  has  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  during  that  period,  via : 
Fiom  dutiea  on  tonni^e,  and  on  the 

importation  of  foreign  merchandise  $45,174,887  33 
Prom  all  other  sources,   (induding 
$1,596,171  43  cents,  arising  from 
tfie  sales  of  Bank  shares  and  of  pub- 
lie  Teasels) 5,49S,6S9  8S 


50,667,467  04 


And  that  the  expenditures,  durfaig  the  same  period, 
baTe  amounted  to  forty  nine  millions  six  hundred  and 
■ixty  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twen^-seven  dol- 
lars and  fifty-six  cents,  which  have  been  dis binsed  for 
the  following  purposes : 

I.  Less  than  one-^urd  of  the  whole  has  been  sufll- 
cient  to  defray  iU  the  current  expenaes  of  the  United 
States,  via: 

For  the  eivy  Kst,  and  all  domeatle  ex- 
penses of  a  dvil  na- 
ture -        -        -  3,786,114  79 
For  the  military  estah- 
Iklunent  and  Indian 
department      -        -  4,405,19S  36 
For  the  naval  establish- 
ment       -        -        -  4,848,635  15 
For  the  expenses  attend- 
ing intercourse  with 
foreign  nations         -  19071,437  84 


Amounting,  altogether,  to 
%•  Near  one-third  was  necessary  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  viz : 
On  which  subject  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  obeerve,  that  a  part  of  that 
•om,  amounting  to  $3,160,000,  was 
paid  on  account  of  the  intevaat  on  the 


14,105,380 
16,378,700 


deferred  stodc,  a  charge  which  com- 
menced only  in  the  vear  1801 ,  and  was, 
therefore,  in  addition  to  the  annual 
sum  wanted  before  that  year,  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt 
3.  More  than  one-third*  and  which 
may  be  considered  as  the  surplus  rev- 
enue of  the  United  Sutes,  during  that 
period,  has  been  applird  toward  the  re- 
mibursement  and  extinguishment  of 
the  debt,  viz : 

On  aooonntof  the  prindpal  of  the  pub- 
lie  debt  pn^MT    •    $16,817,663  93 
In  payment  of  debts  ^ 

contracted  before 
the  1st  day  of  April, 
1801,  and  arising 
under  the  British 
Treaty  and  under 
the  French  Con- 
vention of  the  30th 
deptember,  1800  \'      3,963,783  65 


19,381,446  67 


$49,665,537  56 


It  is  suffidently  evident,  that,  while  one-third  of  the 
national  revenue  b  necessarily  absorbed  by  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  a  persevering  i^>plication  of  the  re- 
sources afiarded  hj  aeasous  of  peace  and  prosperi^,  to 
the  discharge  of  ue  piindpal,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  Leffislature,  is  the  only  eflbctual  mode  by  which 
the  United  States  can  ultimatelv  obtain  the  fliD  con^ 
mand  of  their  revenue,  and  die  nee  disposal  of  all  thenr 
resources.  Every  year  produces  a  diminution  of  interest, 
and  a  positive  increase  of  revenue.  Four  years  more 
will  be  sufficient  to  discharge,  (in  addition  to  the  annual 
reimbursements  on  the  6  per  cent  and  deferred  stodu,) 
the  remainder  of  the  Dutch  debt,  and  the  whole  of  the 
eight  per  cent.  Navy  six  per  cent,  five  and  a  half  per 
cent,  and  four  and  a  half  per  cent  stocks.  As  the 
pOTtion  of  the  public  debt  which  shall  then  remain  un- 
paid,.wiU  eeaaist  of  the  six  per  cent  defnred,  and  Lou- 
Mriana  atocks,  ndther  of  which  can  be  reimbuiaed,  ez- 
oepl  at  the  periods,  and  in  the  proportions  fixed  ^eon- 
tract,  and  of  the  three  per  cent  stock,  which  its  low 
rate  of  interest  Will  render  it  indigible  to  discharge  at 
its  nominal  value,  the  rapidity  of  the  reduction  of  the 
debt,  beyond  the  annual  reimbursements  permitted  by 
the  contracts,  will,  after  the  year  1809,  depend  on  the 
price  at  whidi  purchases  may  be  efEected.  And,  should 
circumstances  render  it  eligible,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  revenue  now  appropriated  for  thai  purpose,  may 
dien,  in  conformity  witL  existing  provisions,  be  applied 
to  other  objects. 

AU  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

AJiBDRT  GALLATIN, 

Secretary  of  the  Tretuwry. 

TnBAsvnz  DzFAnraavr,  Dec  9,  1805. 


EYIBENCES  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Dec  38, 1805.] 
TftBAstJRT  Dbpastment,  Dec,  28, 1805. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
the  extract  of  a  letter  pointing  out  certaiu  abuses, 
which  are  stid  to  arise  from  the  operation  of  the 
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law  authorizing  the  leeeipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  laiids  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted States,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  seiFen- 
teen  hundred  and  nfiiety-«eTeii. 

Alth<)ugh  the  letter  having  been  received  only 
a  few  days  afi^o,  it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained 
whether  the  £cts  alluded  to  are,  in  this  instance, 
truly  stated,  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  abuses 
ma?  take  place,  and  that,  whilst  the  law  continues 
in  force,  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevent  them. 

Indeed,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  the  law  is  of  no  mility  to  aetnal 
purchasers.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  reduetion  of 
the  public  debt,  the  act  is  usefoss,  since  the  annual 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  has  been 
made ;  and  it  may,  on  the  contrary,  by  creating  a 
competition  in  the  market,  impede  the .  object 
whenever  it  should  be  thought  proper  to' apply  a 
part  of  the  appropriation  to  purchases  of  the  debt 
To  this  may  oe  added,  that  tne  uncertainty  result- 
ing from  the  provision  of  the  payments  in  specie, 
which  might  otherwise  be  relied  upon,  deranges 
the  general  operations  of  the  Treasury. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  by  the  act  of 
the  8th  of  May,  1792,  atod  all  the  subsequent  tfcts 
contain  a  similar  provision,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fimd  are  authorized  to  purchase  the 
debt  of  the  Ut^ited  States  at  its.  market  pric^  if 
not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  value  thereof. 

This  last  limitation  does  not  seem  sufficiently 
explicit;  but  the  construction  heretofore  adopted, 
and  which  will  be.  of  course,  adhered  to.  unless 
altered  by  an  explanatory  act,  is,  that,  oy  true 
value,  is  meant  the  nominal  value  gr  amount  of 
-the  stock.  It  follows,  that,  oa  the  one  hand^  the 
Commissioners  may  give  one  hundred  dollars  for 
every  nonunal  hundred  dollars  of  the  three  per 
eent.  stock,  provided  they  shaU  not  give  more 
than  the  marlet  price;  whilst,  on  (he  other  handj 
they  are,  in  fact,  precluded  from  tiaaking  any 
purehases  of  the  eight  per  cent,  stock,  as  its  mar- 
ket must  necessarily  exceed  its  nominal  vakie. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  respectfully  to  submit  the 
propriety  of  fixing,  absolutely,  by  law,  the  price 
which  the  Commissioners  may  give  for  stock. 
That  for  the  six  and  deferred  stock  may  remain 
as  it  now  stands^  that  is  to  say,  not  to  exceed  the 
nominal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amount;  the 
limitation  in  relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  stock 
may  be  easily  fixed,  at  any  nite  which  Congposs 
may  think  proper. 

That  for  the  eight  per  eent.  stock  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  fix,  because  its  sinks,  every  quarter,  in 
value,  and  will  continue  so  till  the  first  day  of 
January,  1809,  when  it  become  redeemable,  and 
therefore,  eouai  to  its  nopninal  value.  Jt  may,  in 
the  mean  while,  be  considered  as  consisting,  first, 
of  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  at  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  and  worth  psyr;  secondly,  of  an  annuity 
of  two  per  cent,  a  year,  (or  rather  at  the  rate  of 
half  per  cent,  quarterly)  which  will  cease,  also, 
on  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, and  when  the  stock  will  be  paid  ofi. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  true  value  of  the 


stock,  calculated  on  that  principle,  and  on  a  tm- 
position  that  a  six  per  cent  stock  is  at  par^  for  the 
first  day  of  every  quarter  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1806,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1809L  It  mosl,  how- 
ever, be  observed,  that,  from  the  first  dsry,  till 
within  fourteen  days  of  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
the  stock  will  progl^ss  a  little  in  vahie,  a»tiie  time 
of  receiving  the  dividend  wpprovehes.  But  on 
that  account,  and  because  the  variatioDB  in  the 
prices  of  stock  do  not  ascend  to  such  minute  fnc- 
tioas  as  are  exhibited  in  ther  table,  it  may  be  more 
simple  to  fix  the  limitation  by  the  gross  amoont 
of  the  two  per  cent,  annuity  which  may,  at  the 
time^  be  still  demandable,  without  making  any  de- 
duction for  the  discount.  The  commissionecs 
would,  on  that  principle,  be  authorized  to  give  no 
more  that  106  per  cent  during  the  first  qoaiter 
of  the  year  1806,  no  more  than  105^  per  cent  da- 
ring th^  ensuing  quarter,  and  so  on,  diminishing 
half  per  cent  each  quarter,  so  as  to  give  no  more 
than  100^  per  cent,  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1808,  and  paying  at  par,  according  to  con- 
tract, the  residue  of  the  unpurchased  principal,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1809.  There  are  two  other 
limitation s,  in  the  powers  of  the  commission's 
to  purchase  stock,  which  may  require  some  modi- 
ficationsf  By  the  first,  no  purchass  can  be  made, 
except  dtnring  the  first  thirty  da^rs*  of  each  qaarter 
-—a  provision,  the  objeel  of  which  I  cannot  per- 
ceire ;  as  ^e  situation  of  the  Trensvry  uid  ihie 
ynct  of  stock  may  often  i«ttdef  another  more  eligi- 
ble. The  other  directs  the  purchases  to  be  mmt 
by  a  known  agent,  and  by  open  purchase,  or  by 
receiving  seal^  proposals;  and^  although  it  may 
be  more  eligible  fpr  the  commissioners  themsehrei 
to  make  the  purchase  in  that  way,  because  it  will 
prevent  any  improper  imputation  attaching  to 
their  conduct,  it  is  not  less  true  that  that  mode 
must  necessarily  raise  the  price  6f  stocks,  and  pre- 
vent any  purchases  on  favorable  terms. 

Although  there  are  yet  considerable  parts  of 
the  public  debt  which  may  be  reimbursed,  as  poi^ 
chases  may,  however,  be  found,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  laythese  oh- 
servatioBs  before  the  Committee  of  Way#  mnd 
Means.  ButI  beg^  at  the  same,,  time  to  beindulged 
in  expressing  my  opinion,  that  a  sinking  mA 
which  acu  by  pnrehsM  is  belter  oakakted  teniae 
the  prices  of  stock,  and  as  an  eogioe  to  £iver  Wans 
and  an  increase  (^  debt,  than  tor  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  it  on  reasonable  terms*  And  as  the 
nature  of  the  existing^  species  of  stocks  will  offer 
a  powerful,  perhaps  insuperable  obstacle,  to  the 
whole  redemption,  within  the  tithe  contemplated 
by  the  Legislature,  I  intend,  in  a  sulMequent  eom- 
munication,  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  a  plan  for  the  conversion  of  the  old 
six  deferred  and  three  per  cent,  stocks  into  a  six 
per  cent,  stock,  which  may  be  redeenied  within  the 
expected  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Randolph, 

Chairman  of  the  ChmmiUee 

qf  Ways  and  Meaim* . 
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Sinking  FSmd, 


-  $105  46 

.  103  74 

-  101  93 

-  100  00 

-  106  04 

-  108  80 

.  101  46 

.  104  61 

-  102  85 

-  100  98 

-  104  18 

-  102  39 

-  100  49 

An  estimate  exhibiting  Uie  trae  Tahie  of  one  hundred 
doUara  eight  per  cent  stock,  redeemable  after  the 
year  1808,  on  the  supposition  of  six  per  cent  stock 
being  at  par,  for  the  first  day  of  each  qnarter,  0rom 
the  1st  Januaiy,  1806,  to  the  1st  January,  1809. 

In  the  year  of  1806,  January  1 

In  the  year  of  1807,  January  1 

In  the  year  of  1808,  January  1 

In  the  year  of  1809,  Januaiy  1 

In  the  year  of  1806,  April  1 

bk  the  year  of  1807,  April  1 

In  the  year  of  1808,  April  1 

In  the  year  of  1809,  April  1. 

In  the  year  of  1806,  July  1  - 

In  the  year  of  1807,  July  1  - 

In  the  year  of  1808,  July  1  - 

In  the  year  of  1809,  July  1. 

In  the  year  of  1806,  October  1 

In  the  year  of  1807,  October  1 

In  the  year  of  1808,  October  1 

In  the  year  of  1809,  October  1. 

Extract  of  a  letter,  d&c 
"  The  clerks  in  that  office  are  engaged  in  what 
they  call  the  stock  business.  Tney  get  stbck 
transferred,  in  payment  for  the  lands,  of  such 
people  as  will  pay  them  their  money  without  ta- 
king an  office  receipt.  Now,  the  grieranee  that 
I  would  eonplaiu  of  is,  that  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  get  business  done  in  that  office,  unless  the 
person  applying  will  consent  to  let  them  have 
their  money  that  they  may  pay,  in  stock.  As  for 
my  part,  I  had  rather  do  my  own  business.  When 
ft  man  eoes  into  the  office,  one  of  the  clerks  ad- 
iresses  nioa,  that  he  cannot  hare  his  business 
lone,  unless  he  waits  two  or  three  days ;  and  re- 
commends to  him  to  leave  his  mpnev^  with  ano- 
ther one,  which  I  suppose  to  be  a  cleric  also,  who 
offers  to  do  the  business  for  him,  provided  he  will 
let  him  transfer  stock  for  his  pavment ;  and  tbus 
they  worry  many  people  out  of  their  money.  As 
to  this  stock  business,  I  know  nothing  about  it ; 
and  as  it  is  no  advantage  to  m^  I  had  sather  pay 
my  money  and  get  my  receipt,  without  furtner 
trouble." 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Commcmieated  to  the  Senate,  Feb.  5, 1806.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
^  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  5th  of 
February,  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
pleted, are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retarv  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board^  dated  the 
fourth  day  of  the  present  month,  and  m  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
tnuismitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
tbb  report. 

Q.  CLINTON,  PreMent  of  the  Senate. 

J.  MARSHALL,  Chief  Juetice. 

JAMES  MADISON,  Secretary  of  State. 

A.  GALLATIN,  Seor^ary  of  TVeatury. 

J.  BRECKENRIDGE,  Attorney  Gen'raL 
WA0BISGTOIC,  Feb.  5, 1806. 

9th  Con.— 37 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reports 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Funa : 

That  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the  clo^e 
of  the  year  1803,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  that  year»  which  balance,  as  appears  by 
the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  doUara 
and  fifty  one  eents  ....  f  1,349^136  51 

Togfthet  with  the  did>ur8ement8  made 
during  the  year  1804  out  of  the  Treaa- 
,  vy^  on  acoonnt  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  pnUic  debt,  which  dia- 
bunementa,  a«  aopears  by  the  state.  , 
ment  O,  annexed  to  the  last  annual 
report,  amounted  to  eight  millions  two 
hundred  and  filW-nioe  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cent?,         ....    8,259,846  55 

And  with  a  further  sum  arising  fiY»m 
pofit  on  thCuremittMicea  from  Amer^ 
ica  to  Europe,  purchased  in  the  year 
1804,  which  profits,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  D,  annexed  to  the  last  an- 
nual report,  amounted  to  forty-five 
thousand  forty-nine  dollars  and  twen- 
ty*five  cento 45,049  ^5 

And  amounting,  altogetiier,  to  nine  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  fifty-four  thou* 
sand  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  thirty- 


one  cento 


9,654,031  31 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  OMnner,  viz: 

1.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury^  during  the 
year  1804,  on  account  of  the  prindpal  of  protested 
bills,  and  of  advances  made  tp  CommisBionen  of 
Loans,  as  appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to 
the  last  annua]  report,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-six 
dollars  and  fii^-one  cento        -        -    $i2M46  51 

2.  The  sums  ac^nally  ^>plied,  during 
the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounto  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amount,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment A,  to  seven  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  nine  dollars  and  sixty-six  cento  x 
Ist.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  the  debt    •  3,207,587  65 

.  2d.  Paid  on  aeooout  of 
the  interest  and  diarges 
on  the  same        •        -  4,060,023  01 

—   7,215,609  66 

3;  The  balance  remaining  unexpended 
at  the  dose  of  the  year  1804,  and  ap- 
plicable to  paymento  foiling  due  after 
that  year,  ascertained  by  accounto  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  stete- 
ment  B,  to  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  siiteen  tiiousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars  and  four- 
teencento       /      -       -       -       -    2,316,975  14 

9,654,031  31 
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ReU^tiom  wUh  Sjfiain. 


That,  dunng  the  year  1805,  the  Mowing  diebune- 
ments  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt : 

1.  On  account  of  the  reimbursement  and  interest  of 
the  domestic  debt     ....  $4»588,960  54 

9*  On  accounts  of  domestic  loans,  ob. 
tained  from  'the  Biank  of  the  United 
States,  yu:  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal ...  .  700,000  00 
On  account  of  the  mterest    56,170  13 

756,170  12 

8.  On  account  of  (he  domestic  unfund- 
ed debt    8,061  71 

4.  On  account  oi  tiie  principal  and  in- 
terest of  &e  ibreign  debt,  and  of  the 
interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock         -    1,980,816  70 


Amounting,  altogether,  as  will  appear 
bj  the  annexed  lisi  of  warrants,  d, 
to  seien  millions  three  hundred  and 
twen^r-^ight  thouaand  five  hundiied 
and  nme  doUars  and  seven  cents      .    7,898,509  07 


Which  disburaements  were  made  out  of  the  following 

ftinds,  viz: 
1.  From  the  fund  constituting  the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  year  1605, 
viz :  from  the  fund  arising  from  interest  on  the  debt 
transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  as  per  account  I  -     711,787  41 
From  the  fiinds  arising 
fit»m  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  being  the  amount 
of  moneys  paid  into  the 
Tisasnij  team  1st  July, 
1804>  to  the  80th  June, 
18115,  as  p«r  account  K     568,591  68 
'  From  the  proceeds  (^du- 
ties on  goods,  wares, 
and  merehandisey  im- 
ported, and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels  6,004,880  87 

7,170,008  41 

Which  sum  of  $7,170,098  41,  tp^ther 
with  the  sum  advanced  during  the 
year  1804,  on  account  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  year  1805,  a^nount- 
ing,  as  appears  by  the  las^  annual 
report,  to  f  82d,d01  59,  mal^es^  in  the 
whole,  the  annual  appropriation,  for 
the  year  1 W,  pf     .       $8,000,000 


9.  From  the  proceeds  of  dutlea  •on  gpodi^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  impprted,  and 
on  the  tonuMie  of  ahifii.  or  vessels,  ad- 
vanced BJL  part,  and  nn.  account  of  the 
annual  appropriate^  ^  the  year  1806     .  67,716  08 

8.  From  repayments  m  the  Treasury,  on 
account  of  remittancef  purchased  for 
providing  for  the  for^VQ  debt,  and  of 
advances  mada  to  Covinusaioners  of 
Loans,  as  will  appear  by  the  statement 
E,  viz:  Repayment  of  the  purchase 
money  and  advances  -  .  66,703  02 
Damages  and  interest  recov* 
erod       ....  20,781  20 . 

87,434  29 

4t  From  the  moneys  appropriated  by  law, 
tac  paying  commissions  to  agents  em- 


ployed in  the  purchase  of  remittaDeeey 

for  the  foreign  debt,  being  the  amount 

paid  at  the  Treasuiy,  during  the  year 

1805,  for  that  object,  as  will  appear  by 

the  statement  C  ....       8,960  42 

That  the  above-mentioned  disburse- 
ments, together  with  the  above-stated 
balance  of  dollars   -        -        -        •  9^316,975  U 

Which  remained  unexpended  at  the 
close  of  the  ytmi  1804^  and  with  a 
further  sum  arising  from  profit  on  re- 
hkittances  fi^m  America  to  Eurqp^ 
purdiased  in  the  y^ar  1805,  and 
amounting,  as  will  appear  byithe  state- 
ment D,  to      117,137  59 


And  amounting,  altogether,  to  nine  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  «ixty-two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  t^f^enty-one 
dpllars  and  seventyTthree  cei^ts         -  9,76^691  78 

WiU  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  r^ort,  in 
conformity  with  ike  accounts  which  shall  thra  bav>e 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasuiy  Departneirt.  Thai,  m 
the  meanwhile,  the  manner  in  which  dM  said  sum  has 
been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows: 

1.  1^  repavments  into  the  Treassiy,  on  •eoo«ml  af 
principal,  have,  during  the  year  1806,  amniled.  as 
by  the  above-mentioned  statement  £,  to  9611,708  08 

2,  The  sums  actu^  applied,  during  the 
year  1805,  to  the  paynentof  tha  ponoi- 
pal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  are 
estimated  as  follows,  viz :  1st.  Paid  in 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  -  -  -  3,905,291  61 
2d.  Paid  on  account  of  in- 
terest and  charges  on 

the  same    -        -        -  4,142,853  18 

^84)48,144  79 

As  vriH  appear  by  the  estimate  F.  ■ 

8.  The  balance  remaining  unexpended  at 
the  eloee  of  the  year  1805,  and  applica- 
ble to  payments  filling  due  after  that 
year,  is  estimated,  as  per  estimate  G,  at  9,768,681  79 

That  no  purchases  of  the  public  deht  have  hssn 
made  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  to  Congress 

And  that  the  statement  H.  exhibits  die  aaounC  ef 
stock  transferred  If  tbf  Oommiasponers  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  in  trust  for  the  United  Sutes,  to  the  aisi  Be- 
cember,  1805,  indudiiw  thp  asm  of  «OM<M  41,  being 
the  aggregate  of  the  several  species  of  stodi  tnnt* 
ferred  in  the  year  1805,  in  payment  for  puUic  lands. 

All  which  is  respectfrilly  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Seertimy  of  the  TVenury. 

TmaxavET  DiPAvnuvT,  Fib,  4,  1806. 


SPAIN. 


[Communicated  December  10,  ISOSw] 
7b  the  Smtde  and  Borne  of 

RepreseniaHvei  of  ike  Vmied  Siaiee  .- 
The  enclosed  documents  relating  to  my  Mo- 
saic of  the  Gih  instant,  not  being  ready  at  Alt 
date,  I  thought  it  better  not  to  detain  the  Aittsage, 
bat  to  communicate  these  papers  afWwBds,  as 
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supplemefitary  to  those  ttbea  seat    Thef  are  sot 
of  a  naiure  to  be  deened  confideniial. 

TH.  J£EFEESON. 
DuCfiBIBBR  10,  ISOd. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Pinokney,  Esq.,  Min- 
ifiter  at  Madrid,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated 

AuousT,  1805. 
I  have  written  to  ^oa  lately  very  often,  inform- 
ing  yoa  of  the  S^oiarda  being  now  in  the  habit 
of  captofiog  our  vessels  as  maoh  as  during  the 
Itat  war.  The  following  ia  the  listi  tvansnutted  to 
me  of  American  vessels  takea  hf  the  Sfttniardsy 
and  seac  into  Algesiias  for  ad  judication^  since  my 
last  to  you : 

Briganiine  Ann  Isabel^  of  Virginia,  Williams, 
master;  brigantine Vereries, Pisa j  brigafttine Di- 
do, Shall,  master,  from  Marblehead ;  ship  Mary, 
Robert  Stevenson ;  ship  Eagle,  Nehemecb  Sha- 
ler,  iast  from  Liver[jool;    briffantine  Jefferson, 
I    Simon  Buhmond ;  brigantine  roily  and  Nancy, 
f    of  Baltimore,  John  Groan ;  schooner  Molensue, 
John  Waterman,  of  New  York;  schooner  Lef- 
fen,  William  Maret,  of  Virfl;inia ;   brigantine  Di- 
t    ana,  Sylvester  Simmons,  of  New  Haven. 

,    Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Pinckney,  Esq.,  Min- 
ister at  Madrid,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Sbptiiisbr  22, 1806. 
My  last  informed  yon  I  was  stiH  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  remaittinsr  here  until  the  22d  October, 
on  aecooat  of  all  tSe  mules  being  embargoed  for 
the  King's  service  until  that  day,  so  that  I  could 
not  before  goto  tbe  Sitioto  take  leave;  that  I 

•  had  still  been  without  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 

'  Erving^  or  Mr.  Bo  wdoio ;  and,  that  not  being  able 
to  wait  for  them  any  longer,  I  should,  when  I 
went  away,  leave  Mr.  Young  charged  with  our 
affiiirs,  until  they,  or  one  of  them  came ;  that,  du- 
ring this  time,  and  constantly,  I  have  been  busily 

'  employed  with  this  Court  in  endeavoring  to  ar-^ 
rest  the  numerous  depredations  of  their  priva- 
teers on  our  commeroe,  and  their  condemnations  of 
our  vessels,  and  that  to  do  this  my  exertions  have 
not  only  been  unceasing,  but  more  than  twenty 
letters  nave  passed  between  Mr.  Cevallos  and 
myself  on  the  subject.  I  have  now  the  pleasure 
to  send  you  the  result  by  enclosing  the  copy  of  a 
letter  wnich  I  have  just  receiv^  from  Cadiz, 
and  which  I  have  received  in  such  an  unquestion- 
able shape  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  authenticity. 
By  this  It  apoears  my  exertions  have  been  effec- 
tual, and  will  probably  prevent  captures  on  that 
ground. 


From  the  Secretary  of  Stale  and  the  Marine  to  the 
DirectOT  General  of  the  Fleet. 

^  St.  iLOJBroNso,  SepL  3, 1805. 

Si&:  The  Minister  of  the  United.  States,  com- 
plaining of  new  injuries  and  captores  of  Ameri- 
oao  Teasels  by  Spanish  cruisers,  has  given  infer- 
maiaon  of  the  carrying  to  Alfeiina  of  elevea  vea<' 


sels  of  his  nation,  under  pretext,  as  be  says  of 
tkeir  canying  Bn^lish  merchandise.  The  Kinsi 
bebg  made  acquainted  with  it,  has  been  pleas^ 
to  determine,  that,  if  there  be  no  other  cause  fbf 
the  capture  of  these  vessels  than  that  alleged  bf 
the  MmiMer,  they  should  be  put  at  libertv  ttgum  } 
since,  according  to  the  fifteenth  article  oi  tke  Trea* 
ty  with  the  United  States,  ^^the  Amerieau  flMf 
seeures  the  freedom  of  the  merchandises,  akhougtt 
they  may  be  en^my^  proferty."  But  if  the  cauee 
of  me  detention  beany  other,  His  Majesty  reanires 
that  they  be  deoided  in  due  course,  and  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  I  communicate  it  to  yoa 
by  the  Rojral  ordef,  ia  order  t^t  you  may  eom-» 
municate  it  to  the  Geaerak  of  tiie  Depavtments 
of  MariAe,  in  order  that  they;  may  make  it  known 
to  the  commandants  of  marine  in  every  district, 
and  to  the  owners  of  privateers,  informing  them 
that  they  will  be  responsible  for  the  injuries  they 
may  occasion. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jonth  Blakely,  Bsq.,  Csfisnl-of 

the  United  States  at  St  Jtgo,  in  Cuba,  to  the  Seo* 

rotary  of  State,  dated 

JtTNB  7,  1805. 

The  brig  Trio,  of  New  York,  from  Liverpool  for 
New  Orleans,  cargo  dry  goods,  has  been  wholly 
unloaded,  and  is  now  offered  for  sale.  After  taking 
all  the  dry  goods  out  of  the  ship  Governor  Strong^ 
of  Alexandria,  Clark,  master,  her  captors  have 
returned  her  to  the  captain. 

Since  the  last  evacuation  of  Hispaniola,  more 
thau  one  thousand  American  seamen  have  beea 
landed  in  this  port,  most  of  them  without  clothes^ 
and  all  without  any  possible  means  of  support  but 
such  as  they  receive  firom  their  own  Government. 

Sxtsact  flmn  thesuaa  to  the  same,  dated 

JlTLT  1,  idOS* 
The  scene  of  robbery,  ^kstruction,  evasion,  per- 
jury, cruelty,  and  insult,  to  whiek  toie  Amesieanv 
cajpytured  by  the  French  parales,  and  broug^  iato 
this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  have  been  sobjdeted, 
perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in  a  century  past. 
THere  follows  a  list  of  nineteen  captured  ves- 
seu,  with  their  cargoes.] 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Stinson,  Gom- 
mander  of  the  diip  Huntress,  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  the 

Navy. 

London,  Augti9t20, 1805. 

Sib  :  On  my  arrival  at  Liverpool  I  wrote,  Sot 
the  information  of  Government,  giving  a  states 
ment  of  the  capture  of  the  ship  Huntress,  ladea 
with  Government  stores.  On  my  arrival  here  Mr. 
Lyman  informing  me  he  had  not  written,  induced 
me  to  forward  this,  lest  the  first  should  miscarry* 

On  June  the  first,  latitude  36^  2(y  north,  longi- 
tude 74^  5(/,  I  was  brought  to  by  a  Spanish 
schooner  privateer  called  La  Maria,  commanded 
by  Antonio  Lobo  from  Porto  Rico.  The  reaaoa 
Lobo  gave  for  detaining  the  ship  was  her  bdog 
bound  for  a  Britiah  pott,  and  not  havisg  a  Spao^ 
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bh  passport*  After  robbing  the  ship  of  ten  bar- 
rels of  bread,  one  barrel  of  tar,  and  sundry  other 
articles,  took  all  my  crew  out  excepting  the  cabin 
boy ;  put  a  prizemaster  and  eleven  Spaniards  on 
board,  and  ordered  the  ship  for  Porto  Rico.  On 
June  9th.  in  sight  of  Bermudas,  was  retaken  by 
two  English  Qaineamen ;  after  taking  the  Span- 
iards out,  put  a  prizemaster  and  crew  on  board, 
and  ordered  the  ship  for  Liverpool,  where  she  ar- 
rived 16th  ult.  much  damaged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  STINSON. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lientenajit  Joseph  J.  Maxwell 
to  his  Excellency  General  Castanb,  Algesiras. 
U.  S.  Gunboat,  No.  3, 
Harbor  of  Algeziras,  June  15, 1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  I  was  this  morning  brought  to  by  four 
armed  boats  under  Spanish  colors,  who^  after  ax- 
ercising  the  utmost  insolence,  and  without  as- 
signing the  smallest  reason,  conducted  me  to  this 
port. 

The  orders  received  from  my  Government  were 
to  proceed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  American  squadron  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  serious  consequences  attending 
this  unwarrantable  detention  must  be  too  obvious 
to  your  Excellency  to  require  a  remark  I  shall 
only  observe  that,  if  your  Government  authorizes 
indignities  of  this  nature,  to  my  own  I  must  ap- 
peal for  redress.  I  am  sensible,  however,  this 
cannot  be  the  case,  and  persuade  myself  that  your 
Excellency  will  readily  redress  the  insult  offered 
the  American  flag  in  this  instance,  and  take 
measures  to  prevent  a  repetition. 

Under  this  impression,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  MAXWELL. 

His  Excellency  General  Castanio. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Joseph  J.  Maxwril, 
commanding  Onnboat  No.  3,  to  Commodore  John 
Rodgers. 

U,  S.  Gunboat  No.  3, 
Harbor  of  Stracusb,  July  8. 1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  tne  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  June  last,  Gibraltar  bearing  north- 
west, distant  two  leagues.  I  was  brought  to  by 
four  Spanish  gunboats,  wno,  without  examining 
m  paper,  or  assigning  any  other  reason  than  their 
suspicion  of  my  being  an  Englishman,  took  charge 
and  conducted  me  into  Algeziras. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  my  guns  were  at 
that  time  in  the  hold.  Immediately  on  my  ar- 
rival, I  stated,  officially,  the  circumstance  to  the 
General  of  Marines,  wnich  I  also  enclose  for  your 
perusal.    The  boat  was  instantly  discharged,  with 

•She  had  on  board,  besides  Ae  ordinary  marine 
•pers,  a  special  passport  from  the  President  of  the 
Inited  States,  reciting  the  nature  of  her  cargo,  and  its 
destination  for  the  supply  of  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ion  of  the  United  States.  She  had  also  the  passports 
of  the  Biittrii  and  Frendi  Minnters. 


papen 
Unite 


many  apologies,  and  offers  of  supplies  and  assist- 
ance, should  I  stand  in  need  of  them.  I  was  re- 
? nested  to  wait  a  short  time  the  GeneraPs  answer. 
did  so  till  4  P.  M.  Apprehensive  1  might  be 
detained  much  longer^  and  knowing  the  import- 
ance of  the  boats  joining  you  without  the  small- 
est delay,  I  weighed  without  it,  and  stood  over 
to  the  rock,  where,  for  the  first  time  since  our 
separation  on  the  15th  May,  I  found  the  John 
Adams. 

I  should  have  waited  on  the  General  of  Marine 
personally,  but  could  not  procure  pratique. 

I  proceeded  immediately  to  mounting  my  guns, 
and  sailed  from  Gibraltar  the  18th  Jane. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  MAXWELL. 

Commodore  Rodgers. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.,  Island  qf  Cuba: 

I,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  said  island,  residing  at  the  city  of  Hava- 
na, do  hereby  certify  that  the  documents  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  with  the  letters  A  to  G  inclu- 
sive, and  stamped  with  my  Consular  seal,  are 
true  and  faithful  copies  of  the  originals  lodged 
and  recorded  in  my  offic^  having  been  by  me 
therewith  carefully  coUatea  and  compared. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  subscribed  my 
name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office  at  Havana 
aforesaid,  the  90th  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  in  the  vear  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 
A. 
Consulate  op  the  U.  S.,  Island  qf  Cuba  .• 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  onto  all 
whom  the  same  doth,  shall,  or  may  concern,  that, 
on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  mcL  Henry 
Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  per- 
sonally came  and  appeared  William  Cory,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  master  of  the  brig 
Ann,  and  Caleb  Cory,  mate  of  said  brig,  who  be- 
ins;  severally  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evanfeiists  of 
Almigl^ty  God.  did  solemnly  depose  ana  declare, 
that  being  at  toe  port  of  Cava&as,  in  this  island^ 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  where  they  were  load- 
ing said  vessel  with  a  cargo  for  the  United  States, 
they  saw  lyine  there  an  American  schooner  called 
the  Betsey,  of  New  Bedford,  taken  bv  a  French 
privateer  called  the  Eugene,  commanded  by  Gap- 
tain  Joseph  Dumas,  some  time  previous,  and  sent 
into  port,  which  said  schooner  had  a  cargo  in, 
consisting  of  about  seventy-six  puncheons  of  rum 
and  seven  or  eight  barrels  of  sugar. 

That,  during  their  stay  there,  they  frequently 
saw  the  people  belonging  to  said  privateer  taking 
out  the  cargo  of  the  said  captured  schooner  ai» 
carrying  it  on  shore  and  selling  it. 

That  the  said  privateersmen,  to  their  knowledgCL 
took  out  the  whole  of  the  said  vessel's  cargo,  toA 
carried  it  on  shore,  where  it  was  sold.  That  it 
was  80  taken  out  and  carried  on  shore  in  opeo 
day,  without  any  appearance^  of  opposition  fiom 
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the  officers  of  the  said  port  of  Cavafias;  that,  af- 
ter the  said  priyateersmen  had  plundered  the 
whole  of  the  cargo  aforesaid,  and  taken  it  frooi 
the  said  vessel)  and  all  her  valuable  rigging  and 
sails;  they  took  the  said  vessel  off  the  mouth  of 
the  said  harbor  of  Cavafias  and  sunk  her. 

And  the  deponent,  William  Cory,  further  saith, 
that  the  said  prlvateersman  offered  to  sell  him 
rum  from  the  said  cargo  at  thirty  dollars  a  pun- 
cheon, which  this  deponent  refused  to  buy,  even 
at  that  low  price,  well  knowing  they  had  no  title 
to  it,  and  that  in  them  to  dispose  of  it  was  rob- 
bery and  piracy. 

That  he  was  informed  by  the  guard,  which 
was  on  board  his  vessel,  that  said  privateersmen 
had  bribed  the  principal  officer  oi  said  port,  by 
giving  him  four  puncheons  of  rum,  to  consent  to 
the  landing  and  sale  of  said  cargo;  and  further 
the  deponent  saith  not« 

WILLIAM  CORY, 
CALEB  CORY. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  consular  seal  this  eighth  day 
of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  and  of  the  independence 
ofthe  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

B. 

Consulate  op  the  U.  S.,  Island  of  Cuba : 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  unto  all 
whom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may  concern,  that 
I.  Henry  Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Ha- 
vana, do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared Jacob  R.  Valk,  late  master,  and  George 
Allcock,late  mate  of  and  belonging  to,  the  schoon- 
er Sea  Horse,  of  Charleston,  who,  on  their  sol- 
emn oaths,  which  they  then  took  before  me  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almiffhtv  God.  did,  sev- 
erally, solemnly  depose  and  declare,  tnat  they, 
the  deponents,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  schooner  laden 
wiih  a  cargo  of  flour  and  German  linens  from 
Charleston  aforesaid,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Span- 
ish America ;  that  the  said  schooner  at  the  com- 
inencement  thereof  was  tight,  staunch,  and  strong, 
^nd  in  every  respect  well  fitted,  furnished,  found, 
manned,  and  equipped,  for  the  due  performance 
of  the  said  voyage,  with  variable  winds  and  wea- 
ther, and  without  any  particular  occurrence  until 
^e  13th  day  of  July,  when  they  made  the  island 
of  Blanca,  on  the  14th,  the  Tortugas,  and  on  the 
Aext  day  arrived  off  Laguira.  That  they  lay  off 
and  on  Laguira  aforesaid,  until  the  20th  follow- 
*i»g;  in  the  course  of  which  time  he,  the  depo- 
nent, Jacob  R.  Valk,  made  application  for  admit- 
tance to  entry,  and  being  informed  that  that  port 
as  well  as  otners  on  that  coast  were  shut  agamst 
tteutrals.  he  proceeded  agreeably  to  his  orders  and 
instructions  for  this  port  of  Havana.  And  the 
^id  several  deponents  did  further  depose,  that  in 
proceeding  for  the  said  port  nothing  material  hap- 


pened, until  the  24tb  following  of  said  month  of 
July,  when  beins  off  the  island  of  Jamaica  they 
were  brought  to  by  His  Britannic  Majesty'is  armed 
schooner  Superior,  and  upon  being  examined  and 
found  to  be  neutral  were  politely  dismissed.  That 
they  prosecuted  the  said  voyage,  making  the  best 
of  their  way  for  this  said  port,  and  experienced 
nothing  remarkable  until  the  4th  of  August  in- 
stant, when  doubling  Cape  San  Antonio,  in  this 
island  of  Cuba,  they  were  brought  to  by  a  schoon* 
er  under  French  color^  and  boarded  by  an  officer 
and  four  oven,  who  took  possession  of  said  schoon- 
er Sea  Horse,  and  sent  the  deponent,  Jacob  R. 
Valk,  and  two  of  his  crew,  on  board  the saidpri- 
vateer,  with  the  said  schooner's  papers.  That 
the  officer  on  board  said  schooner  Sea  Horse 
hailed  the  conimander  of  said  privateer,  and  sai^ 
that  as  he  kneW  her  to  be  a  good  prize  he  woda 
bring  her  to  anchor,  immediately  upon  wkich 
biDth  vessels  bore  away  for  Puerta  Fuera,  about 
four  leagues  from  Cape  San  Antonio. 

That  the  commander  of  said  privateer,  aided 
by  several  Spaniards,  who  came  on  board  her  ia 
canoes  fVom  their  habitations  on  that  coast, be^a 
rummaging  the  Sea  Horse,  openinff  the  hatches^ 
and  breaking  open  the  packages  and  cases  of  dry 
goods,  principally  consisting  of  Grerman  linens, 
whilst  the  crew  of  the  said  privateer  were  con- 
tinually passing  and  repassing  from  one  of  the 
said  vessels  to  the  other,  and  most  of  them  in  a 
state  of  intoxication. 

And  the  said  deponent,  Jacob  R.  Valk,  did  fur- 
ther depose,  that  being  detained  on  board  said 
privateer  fVom  the  4th  to  the  6th,  he  had  ample 
opportunity  of  observing  and  examining  her,  and 
found  her  to  be  an  American  built  vessel,  having 
painted  on  her  stern,  Ckirolvne  of  Ckarleaton, 
which  was  verv  visible,  notwithstanding  some 
black  paint  bad  been  put  on  it  to  efface  it,  which 
was  not  done  effectually.  That  she  was  mounted 
with  one  carriage  gun,  and  one  swivel,  and  sup- 
plied with  small  arms,  and  manned  with  ten  men, 
and  two  negro  boys,  exclusive  of  the  captain,  who 
said  his  name  was  Paul,  and  the  privateer  the 
Volante.  And  the  said  aeponent  did  further  de- 
pose, that  the  said  Paul  told  him  that  he  should 
be  sent  in  an  open  boat  to  Havana,  and  upon  his 
answering  that  he  was  determined  to  remain  with 
his  vessel  wherever  she  went,  the  said  Paul  re- 
plied that  if  he  a^in  opened  his  mouth  he  would 
set  him  ashore  in  the  woods,  and  leave  him  to 
perish.  And  the  said  several  iteponents  did  for*- 
ther  depose,  that  on  the  same  evening  they  were 
all  embarked  in  an  open  boat,  under  the  conduct 
of  a  Spanish  fisherman,  to  go  to  a  place  about 
seventeen  leagues  distant  called  Mantua,  wha<e 
they  received  their  clothes,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously taken  from  them. 

And  the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  did  further  depose, 
that  the  said  captain  of  said  privateer,  after  hav- 
ing robbed  ana  plundered  nim  of  all  his  sea* 
charts,  his  vessel's  and  his  own  private  papers, 
and  also  his  perspective  fflass  or  telescope,  ana 
twenty-one  ounces  in  gold,  returned  him  six  of 
said  ounces  to  defray  his  expenses  to  this  said 
port.    And  the  said  several  deponents  did  sever* 
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ally  further  depose  tbat  James  Riebardson  and 
Jnecb  Sboemaker,  both  citizeos  of  the  United 
States^  and  seamen  belonging  to  said  schooner 
Sea  Iiorse,  aondacted  themseiFes  upon  the  cap- 
ture aforesMd  in  a  yery  mutinoas  manner,  and 
jsmained  with  their  own  voluntary  will  with  the 
aaid  priraleer. 

And  I,  the  said  Consul,  do  further  eertif|r,  that 
tiie  said  Jacob  R.  Yaik  did,  upon  his  arrival  at 
Havana  aforesaid,  in  due  time  and  form^  note  and 
enter  with  me  his  ]>rotest  in  all  the  premises  afore- 
aaUl,  and  now  requires  of  me  to  extend  the  same 
aad  make  this  public  act  thereof,  reserving  to 
himself  the  privilege  of  making  any  other  protest 
in  the  premises  as  occasion  may  reouire. 

Wherefore,  the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  doth,  and  I, 
the  said  Consul,  at  hi«  request  do,  by  these  pres- 
enta  most  publicly  and  solemnly  protest  as  well 
affaiait  the  Governor  at  Laguira  aforesaid,  and 
aU  ^ther  public  officers  whom  it  may  concern,  for 
the  refusal  of  admittance  to  entry  as  aforesaid  at 
tfast  port,  as  against  the  commander  and  officers 
and  crew  of  the  said  privateer  for  the  capture, 
and  detention,  and  robbery,  and  plunder  of  the 
said  sehooner  Sea  Horse,  aad  her  cargo,  and 
againat  all  aad  every  person  and  persons,  whom 
il  shall  or  may  coneera,  for  all  damages,  costs, 
ehargct  and  expenses,  already  suffered,  or  which 
idiall  or  may  be  hereafter  sfuffered  and  sustained 
ia  she  premises  on  aeeount  thereof,  that  the  same 
be  borne  by  those  to  whom  f»f  right  it  shall  ap- 
pertain, to  ae  ad^ted  and  recovered  in  time  and 
plaee  convenient. 

Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JACOB  R.  VALK, 
GEOROE  ALLCOCK. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal  this  twenty-nrst  day  of  Ausust^ 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
tJnited  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

C. 
Co««iiL4TB  OP  THS  U.  S.,  Mofid  of  Cuba: 

By  thiis  public  inurnment  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I, 
Henry  Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  ^r  the  Island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Ha- 
VMm.  do  herebjr  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared John  L.  Cranston,  late  master  of  the 
schooner  Caroline,  of  Char^eston,  who,  being  by 
me  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God.  did  solemnly  depose  and  declare 
tliaf,  on  the  12th  da^  of  Apnl  last,  he  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  schooner  from 
Onartestoa  aforesaid,  with  passengers,  bound  for 
8t.  Thomas^  where  he  arrived  on  the  1st  day  of 
Biay  following;  tbat  he  sailed  from  thence  on 
the  4th,  with  ballast,  bound  to  Laguira,  and  ar- 
rived olT  the  said  port  on  the  10th,  and  continued 
fayiug  off  and  on  until  the  14th  j  that  his  satb 


beinff  very  much  spirt,  and  the  vessel  otherwise 
in  a  Dad  state,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  enter  said  port,  he  determined  to  be^ 
away  for  the  first  port  he  could  make,  and  on  the 
day  following  was  captured  by  His  Britannie 
Majesty's  ship  of  wsr  Fortune,  Henry  YansittarL 
commander,  who  took  out  him,  the  deponent,  ana 
his  crew,  and  took  possession  of  the  said  schooner, 
which  he  armed  as  a  tender  to  cruise  off  Curagoa. 
That  on  the  25th  the  said  schooner  was  delivered 
up  to  him,  being  plundered  of  the  boat,  oais,  an* 
cnors,  stores,  &c.  That  being  very  much  in  want 
of  repairs  he  thought  it  most  prudent,  as  well  for 
the  preservation  of  the  said  vessel  and  their  own 
lives,  as  to  procure  supplies,  which  they  likewise 
stood  very  much  in  need  of,  to  bear  away  for  Ja- 
maica; and  on  the  29th  of  Ma^r  arrived  at  King- 
ston in  the  said  idand,  where  he  in  due  form  made 
hisprotest. 

That  he  sailedirom  thence, after  having  received 
the  necessary  repairs  and  supplies ;  and  havioi^ 
on  board  twenty  puncheons  of  rum,  the  property, 
as  he  verily  believes^  of  Andrew  Ker,  of  Chai* 
leston  aforesaid,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  oa 
the  9th  July  tollowing,  bound  for  Charleston 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  15th  was  boarded  by  a  fa* 
lucca  pirate,  commanded  by  one  Paul  Cazairanca. 
who  took  from  him  all  the  vessel's  papers,  and  all 
his  letters,  ^.^and  also  possession  or  said  a«hooner 
as  a  prize,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  Puerto 
Fuera,  about  four  leagaes  from  Cape  Aatonia, 
where  he  came  to  anchor;  that  he  there  nnloadea 
said  vessel,  and  supplied  the  fishermen  who  were 
there  with  some  of  the  rum  belonging  to  the  awd 
cargo.  That  they  continued  there  until  the  23d 
following,  when  he  sent  the  said  schooner  with 
the  said  deponent  and  crew  to  Mantua  PavoSsi 
where  she  arrived  on  the  same  day.  And  he,  the 
deponent,  with  said  crew,  remained  there  nnol 
the  9tb  dav  of  August,  instant,  without  clothes  or 
money,  all  of  which  and  everything  ehc^  excCTt 
two  or  three  shirts,  they  were  robbed  of  by  the  said 
captors ;  that  he  tnere  procured  a  boat,  and  opon 
the  promise  of  paying  one  hundred  dollars,  was 
brought  to  this  port  of  Havana,  where  they  airived 
on  the  14th  instant. 

That  he,  the  depon^t,  immediately  despatched 
a  memorial  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  stating 
the  circumstances,  and  praying  for  the  restoration 
of  said  vessel  and  cargo ;  to  which  said  memorial 
he  has  received  no  reply,  and  is  of  opinion  that 
thesame  will  be  taken  no  notice  of. 

And  on  this  same  day  also  personallr  appeared 
before  me,  Andrew  Ambre,  mate,  and  William 
Wood  and  John  Judson,  seamen,  late  of,  and  be- 
longiD^  to,  said  schooner,  who  being  by  me  seve- 
rally duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose,  that  all  and 
every  the  matters  and  facts  relatinj^  to  the  voyage 
aforesaid,  and  the  capture  aforesaid,  are  in  every 
respect  true. 

And  the  said  deponent,  John  L.  Cranston,  dil 
upon  his  arrival,  in  doe  time  and  f<Mrm  note  and 
enter  with  me,  the  said  Consul,  his  protest  in  the 
premises,  and  now  requires  of  me  to  make  this  pub- 
lic act  thereof,  reserving  to  himself  the  priv^ege 
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ti  fVirther  extendiDg  the  same,  or  to  make  any 
other  in  the  premises,  as  occasion  may  require. 

Wherefore,  the  said  John  L.  Cranston  doth,  and 
\  the  said  Consul,  at  his  request,  do  hy  these  pres- 
ents most  publicly  and  solemnly  protest,  as  well 
against  the  seas,  gales  of  wind,  and  bad  weather, 
the  said  schooner  experienced  on  the  said  voyage, 
as  against  the  commander,  officers,  and  crews  of 
the  said  ship  of  war  Fortune  and  felucca  pirate, 
for  the  captures,  plunder,  and  detention  aforesaid, 
and  for  all  costs,  damages,  losses,  and  expenses 
already,  and  which  shalfor  may  be  hereafter,  sus- 
tained on  account  thereof;  to  the  end  that  the 
same  be  borne  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall 
belong  to  l>e  adjusted  and  recovered,  in  time  and 
place  cony«nient. 
Done  an  d  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 

JOHN  L.  CRANSTON, 

ANDREW  AMBREE,  his  x  mark. 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  his  x  mark. 

JOHNJUDSON. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  hare 
hereanto  aubseribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  ninteenth  day  oi  August, 

\  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousana  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 

^     United  States  the  thirtieth. 

t  HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


Island  oi»  CtJBA— Havana: 

By  this  public  instrument  of  protest,  be  it  made 
Jcnown  and  manifest  unto  all  whom  the  same 
doth,  shall,  or  maj  concern,  that,  on  the  day  of 
the  dale  hereo^belore  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr..  Consul 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  island  of 
Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  personally  came  and 
appeared  John  Dade,  late  mate  of  the  brig  Success 
of  New  York,  whereof  Nicholas  Brum  was  master, 
John  Fuller  and  Josiah  Pelt,  late  seamen,  belong- 
ing to  said  brig,  James  Ferguson  and  John  Smitn, 
kte  passengers  in  said  brig,  who,  bein?  severally 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  otAlmighty 
God;  did  solemnly  depose  and  say,  that  they  sailed 
fronoi  Kingston,  (Jamaica,)  on  the  6th  day  of  the 
present  month  of  July  in  the  said  bri^  Success, 
bound  to  New  York,  (where  the  said  bri|^  is 
owned,)  with  a  cargo  on  board  consisting  of  fifty 
puncheons  of  rum;  that  nothing  material  hap- 
pened tliem  until  the  12th  day  of  the  same  month, 
when,  being  in  sight  of  Cape  Antonia,  (the  west 
end  of  the  island  of  Cuba,)  about  four  miles  dis- 
tant, ^ev  were  met  with,  and  the  said  brig  was 
boarded  by  a  small  felucca  privateer  under  Span- 
ish colors,  which  these  deponents  understood  to  be 
the  Buena  Union,  Captain  Ulariago,  from  this 
port  of  Havana,  (then  under  the  command  of  the 
mate,  the  said  Captain  Ulariago  as  these  depo- 
nents understood,  being  in  the  city,)  who,  wrthoot 
ftny  examination  into  the  said  vessel's  papers, 
enured  her,  put  a  prize  master  and  crew  on 
hoard,  and  took  the  whole  drew,  including  the 
^i^  master  and  the  said  passengers,  (except  six 


Frenchmen,  who  were  passengers  in  said  brig,} 
on  board  the  said  privateer.  That  the  said  mas-* 
ter  of  the  said  brig  was  cruelly  flog|^d,  beaten, 
and  otherwise  abused  on  board  the  said  privateer, 
and  was  then  sent  on  board  of  his  said  brig.  That 
these  deponents  were  also  cruelly  floeged  and 
beaten  on  board  the  said  privateer,  andat  night 
thrown  into  the  hold  and  placed  m  irons,  where 
they  lay,  without  having  any  sustenance,  until 
the  day  following,  when  they  were  liberated  from 
the  irons  and  suffered  to  come  upon  deck. 

That  the  said  brig  was  not  then  to  be  seen,  and 
these  deponents  were  told  by  the  privateersmen, 
that  they  had  sent  her  to  Campeacny.  That  thr 
said  privateer  two  days  afterwards  came  to  andior 
in  a  small  bay  near  said  cape^  when  these  depo^ 
nents  were  turned  ashore,  (after  being  robbed  or 
many  articles  of  their  personal  apparel,)  and  the' 
mate  of  the  said  brig  of  his  books,  charts,  andf 
qnadrants,  without  any  sustenance  or  the  means 
of  obtaining  it ;  and  were  left  to  wander  in  an  in- 
hospitable part  of  the  island,  far  removed  from 
any  town  or  inhabitants,  and  to  support  their  lives 
in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

That  being  desirous  of  finding  some  town  or  in- 
habitants, amongst  whom  thev  might  procure  the 
necessaries  of  lire,  they  wandered  abut  a  day  ot 
two,  and  at  length  came  to  a  small  vilhige,  where 
they  were  taken  up  before  the  commandant,  who 
conceived  them  to  be  Englishmen,  and  forwarded 
them  to  this  place,  (Havana)  as  such;  whithet 
they  arrived  on  the  dOth  instant,  and  were  con- 
veyed first  to  the  guard-house,  and  aHerwlRds  16 
the  common  prison  of  the  city,  where  they  remain- 
ed until  this  day,  when  they  vrere  liberated  by  or- 
der of  the  (Governor,  and  paid  to  the  jailer  seven- 
teen dollars  and  a  half  jail  fees. 

And  thereupon  the  said  several  deponeats  did, 
in  behalf  of  the  said  master,  thu  owners,  freight- 
ers, and  all  others  concerned  in  the  ^Id  cargo,  re- 
quest of  me  to  make  their  protest  and  this  public 
act  thereof.  Wherefore^  iJie  said  deponents  do^ 
and  I,  the  toidCoastil,  at  tlieir  request,  abo  do  by 
these  presents,  most  publicly^  and  solemnly  pro- 
test as  well  against  the  commaoderj  officers,  and 
creW  of  the  said  privateer  aad  the  owners  thereof, 
as  against  all  and  every  other  persoo  and  persons 
whom  it  shall  or  may  concernj  for  ihe  capture 
and  detention  of  the  said  brig  :ind  car^o^  and  the 
^ubdequent  circumstances,  and  for  all  coses,  dama- 
ges, charges,  and  expenses  attending  the  same,  to 
the*  end  that  the  same  be  suffered  and  borne  by 
those  to  whom  of  ri^bt  it  shaM  appertain,  to  be 
adjusted  and  reeorered  in  time  and  place  conv^ 
nient. 

Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JOHN  DADE, 
JOHN  FULLER, 
JOSIAH  PELT, 
JAMES  FERGUSON, 
JOHN  SMITH, 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  the  said 
Constri  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  thirty-tirst  day  of  July,  A* 
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p.  eighteen  buodred  and  five,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence  of  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

E. 

Island  op  Cuba — Havana : 

By  this  puMic  instrument  of  protest  be  it  made 
Icnown  and  manifest  unto  all  whom  the  same 
shall,  doth,  or  may  concern,  that,  on  the  day  of 
-the  ^aie  hereof,  before  me.  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  Island 
lofCuba,  resident  at  Havana,  personally  came  and 
appeared  Henry  Palmer,  master  of  the  brig  Jason, 
of  Philadelphia,  who,  being  bv  me  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almightv  God,  did 
solennlv  depose  and  declare  that,  on  tne  7th  day 
of  April  last,  he  sailed  and  departed  in  and  with 
the  said  brig,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  earthen* 
ware,  porter,  dry  goods,  &c.,  from  Liverpool,  in 
England,  and  bound  to  New  Orleans,  consigned 
to  different  persons  there,  and  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  property  of  citizens  pf 
the  United  States. 

That,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  voyage, 
hothihg  material  hap]>ened  until  the  20th  day  of 
June,  when  bein^  in  sight  of  Cape  Antonio,  tour 
or  five  leagues  distant,  he  discovered  two  sail  at 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  which  ap- 
peared in  chase  of  his  said  vessel.  That  one  of 
them  came  up  with  his  vessel  about  half  past  four 
o'clock,  when  she  hoisted  English  colors  and  fired 
two  guns,  on  which  he  -  hove  to.  and  waited  her 
coming  up  With  him.  That,  after  having  come 
within  hail,  he  was  ordered  by  a  person  on  board 
said  nrivateer  to  come  on  board  with  his  papers, 
which  he  did ;  after  this  deponent  was  on  board 
the  said  privateer,  the  English  colors  were  taken 
down  and  Spanish  hoist^;  and  this  deponent 
iinderstood  the  said  privateer  to  be  called  the  Bu- 
ena  Union,  commanded  by  Jos6  Antonio  Ulari- 
ago ;  the  captain  of  which  immediately  after  or- 
dered the  people  of  this  deponent  out  of  the  boat, 
and  sent  four  men  in  his  said  boat  on  board  Jiis 
said  brig,  and  detained  this  deponent,  with  two 
men  who  had  come  with  him,  on  board  said  pri*- 
vateer. 

,  That,  after  the  people  had  got  on  board  said 
vessel,  some  conversation  passea  between  the  cap- 
tain of  the  privateer  and  the  people  he  had  sent 
on  board  the  brig ;  and  immediately  after  they 
altered  the  course  of  his  said  brig,  and  stood  in 
towards  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  soon  after,  the  other 
vessel  which  was  in  sight  came  up,  which  he,  the 
deponent,  understood  was  the  French  Privateer 
Napoleon,  commanded  by  one  Pierre  Liquet, 
which  also  changed  her  course,  and  stood  in  to- 
wards said  island,  in  company  with  said  Span- 
ish privateer  and  the  deponent's  brig.  That,  on 
the  same' day,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the 
three  vessels  aforesaid  came  to  anchor  near  Cape 
Antonio,  where  the  best  bower-anchor  was  lost, 
and  a  part  of  the  cable  belonging  to  said  brig,  and 
Where  was  also  lying  at  anchor  a  small  fducca 
French  privateer.  The  morning  following,  the 
21st  ultimo,  the  privateersmen  proceeded  with 


his  said  brig  to  a  small  bay,  where  there  aie  a 
number  of  small  islands,  about  six  leagues  from 
where  the  said  brig  had  been  anchored,  and  the 
said  privateers  accompanied  her.  In  wliich  bay 
the  said  brig  was  brought  to  anchor,  where  also 
the  said  privateers  came  to  anchor.  Tnat,  amongst 
these  islands,  there  was  lying  an  American  schooo- 
er,  called  the  Mary  of  Camden,  which  had  beea 
taken  some  time  previous  by  the  small  felucea 
aforesaid,  which  accompanied  the  other  privateers 
from  Cape  Antonio. 

That  this  deponent  was  sufiered,  in  the  ereniag 
after  coming  to  anchor,  to  go  on  board  his  said 
vessel,  where  he  discovered  that  all  his  papers,  of 
every  description,  as  well  as  those  relating  to  the 
vessel  as  to  the  cargo,  and  his  own  private  papers 
were  taken;  and  that  the  privateersmen  liad 
broken  into  the  hold  of  his  vessel,  and  taken  oat 
of  a  cask,  which  they  had  broken  open,  a  nomber 
of  bottles  of  porter  which  belonged  to  the  cargo 
of  said  vessel ;  that  two  days  after  their  arrival 
at  said  bay,  to  wit,  on  the  23d.  the  privateersmea 
opened  the  hatches  of  his  said  vessel,  and  took 
several  packages  of  dry  goods  upon  dhecl^  whea 
they  descried  a  sail  in  the  offing,  on  which  the 
goods  were  put  below,  and  the  mitches  shot,  and 
the  said  three  privateersmen  went  out  in  parsuit 
ol  said  sail,  but  soon  after  returned ;  that,  on  tlM 
day  following,  the  24th,  the  privateersmen  again 
opened  the  batches  of  his  said  vessel,  and  cook 
out  all  the  dry  goods,  being  about  thirty-two  pack- 
ages ;  also,  one  cask,  containing  twenty  bm  ^ 
shot,  and  also  a  numoer  of  casks  of  porter,  miek 
they  sent  on  board  the  different  privateers,  and 
also  put  on  board  the  French  privateer  Napoleoa 
all  the  drv  goods  and  the  said  cask  of  shot,  and 
nineteen  nsuf-barrels  of  salt,  and  likewise  robbed 
and  plundered  the  said  vessel  of  a  consideiabfe 
quantity  of  her  rigging,  furniture,  and  apparel. 

And  the  said  deponent  doth  further  depose  and 
say,  that  they  put  on  board  the  said  schooner 
Mary  twenty  casks  of  porter,  some  crates  of  ear^ 
enware,  and  other  articles. 

That,  on  the  28th,  the  said  brig  was  got  nnda 
way,  with  a  prizemaster  on  board  from  the  said 
Spanish  privateer,  and  eight  men  to  her  abo  be- 
longing, together  with  this  deponent  and  three  of 
his  men,  the  mate  having  been  put  on  board  of 
the  privateer,  with  three  others  of  the  crew  of  tbe 
said  brig;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  informed 
they  were  coming  with  saia  brig  to  Havana,  but 
after  coming  to  anchor  at  various  places  on  the 
coast,  at  several  of  which  a  quantity  of  porter  and 
salt  was  taken  out  of  said  brig  and  given  to  differ- 
ent people  on  the  coast ;  and,  on  the  9th  instant, 
they  came  to  anchor  with  said  brig  in  the  harhoc 
of  Uavaiias. 

Thatjthe  day  following,  this  deponent  demanded 
leave  to  go  on  shore  in  order  to  make  his  situation 
known  to  the  commandant,  but  was  refused,  and 
kept  prisoner  on  board  his  said  vessel  until  Son- 
da  v,  the  15th,  when  he  was  taken  out  with  one 
of  his  men  and  put  on  board  a  small  open  boat,  in 
which  also  embarked  the  prizemaster  and  fonr 
men  belonging  to  the  said  privateer,  and  was  in- 
formed by  the  prizemaster  they  were  coming  to 
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this  port;  that,  on  the  d&7  followiDg,  they  arrived 
at  this  said  port,  and  this  deponent  was  forcibly 
taken  to  the  guard-house,  and  not  permitted  to 
have  any  communication  with  any  person ;  and 
was  so  kept  in  prison  until  th^  next  day  about 
ten  o'clock,  when  he  was  taken  to  the  marine 
office  and  questioned  relative  to  his  capture,  and 
was  there  set  at  liberty;  that  he,  the  deponent, 
frequently  demanded  his  papers  of  the  said  pri- 
vateersmen,  which  consisted  of  the  papers  of  the 
said  brig,  invoices,  and  bills  of  lading  of  cargo, 
id>out  two  hundred  and  twenty  letters,  and  va- 
rious other  papers,  but  was  uniformly  refused 
them. 

And  on  this  same  day^  befcve  me  also  person- 
ally appeared  Nathaniel  Houston,  chief  mate,  late 
of,  and  belonfifing  to,  the  said  briff  Jason,  who, 
bebg  by  me  duly  sworn  unon  the  Holy  fivange- 
lists  of  Almighty  Qod,  diu  solemnly  depose  and 
declare,  that  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  facts 
before  stated  and  set  rorth,  are  in  every  respect 
true. 

Whereupon,  the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth,  and 
I,  at  his  request,  do  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commanders,  officers, 
crews,  and  owners,  of  the  said  Spanish  ana  French 
privateers,  as  against  all  and  erery  other  person 
and  persons  whom  the  same  shall  or  may  con- 
cern, for  the  unlawful  capture  and  detention  of 
the  said  brifi^  whilst  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful 
Toyage,  and  the  depredations,  robbery,  and  plun- 
der, committed  upon*  the  said  ressel,  her  ringing, 
furniture,  and  cargo,  and  for  all  damages.  Tosses, 
costs,  and  expenses^  which  shall  or  may  be  sus- 
tained in  the  premises  on  account  thereof.  And 
the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth  hereby  reserre  to 
himself  the  pnrilege  of  making  an^  other,  or 
additional  protest,  as  need  and  occasion  may  re- 
quire. 

This  done  and  protested  at  Havana,  as  afore- 
said. 

HENRY  PALMER, 
NATH.  HOUSTON. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  consular  seah,  this  2(Hh  day 
of  Auffust,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoudtend 
eight  hundred  and  five,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


Consulate  of  tbb  U.  S.,  Island  of  Cuba: 

By  this  public  instrument  of  protest,  be  it  known 
unto  all  "vniom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may  con- 
eern,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  person- 
ally appeared  before  me  Jacob  Paiddrick,  a  citi^ 
zen  of  the  United  Slates,  bom  in  the  county  of 
Camden,  State  of  North  Carolina,  late  mate  of 
the  schooner  Mary  of  Camden,  aforesaid,  Stephen 
Charles,  master ;  also,  John  Davis  and  Jeremiah 
Grares,  both  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
late  mariners  on  board  of  said  schooner ;  who,  be- 
ing severally  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelhits 


of  Almighty  God,  did  depose  and  say,  tha|  they 
sailed  from  Jamaica  on  board  of  said  schooner, 
bound  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina ;  and  that, 
while  lawfully  and  peaceably  pursuing  their  said 
voyage  on  board  said  vesseC  with  a  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  thirty  puncheons  of  rum  and  five  hogs- 
heads of  molasses,  the4)roperty  of  citizens  of  tne 
United  States,  they,  together  with  said  vessel  and 
cargo,  on  the  22a  of  May,  aforesaid,  were  cap- 
tured by  a  felucca  privateer,  under  French  colorsL 
one  Paul,  commander,  who  took  possession  of  saia 
vessel  and  cargo,  and  brought  her  to  an  anchor 
the  same  day,  near  Cape  Antonio ;  that  the  afore- 
said Stephen  Charles,  master  uf  said  schooner 
Mary,  was  forcibly  taken  out  of  his  said  vessel, 
and  put  on  board  of  an  American  vessel  bound  to 
Charleston  ;  that  these  depcments,  after  remaining 
six  or  seven  days  on  board  said  schooner,  during 
which  time  she  continued  at  anchor,  were  forcibly 
taken  out  of  said  vessel,  and  put  on  shore  at  Cape 
Antonio^  without  any  sustenance  or  means  of  ob- 
taining It,  and  told  to  stay  there  and  die,  or  ca 
where  they  pleased  ;  that  they  found  several  fidi- 
ermen  near  the  place  aforesaid,  who^  pitying  their 
distressediituation,  hospitably  supplied  toem  with 
provisions  during  six  or  seven  days ;  at  the  exni« 
ration  of  which  time,  Anselmo  Henrique,  wno 
had  a  canoe,  and  was  fishing  on  the  coast,  was 
prevailed  upon,  at  the  instance  of  these  deponents, 
to  htinsf  them  to  this  city  of  Havana,  on  condi- 
tion of  their  giving  him  their  clothing,  which 
they,  these  deponents,  were  obUged  to  do;  that 
the  said  Anselmo  Henrique,  having  received  their 
clothing,  took  them  on  board  his  eanoe,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  them  on  their  way  hither,  as  far  as 
the  port  of  Cavafias ;  the  commandant  of  which 
port  would  not  sufier  them  to  proceed  further 
m  said  canoe,  declaring  them  to  be  Enfflish* 
men  and  spies,  and  ^aced  them  in  the  stocks  as 
prisoners,  and  kept  them  there  about  foorteea 
nours,  wnen  they  were  liberated  and  suffered  to 
proceed  to  this  place  by  land,  with  the  said  An- 
selmo Henrique,  where  they  arrived  this  day. 

And  thereupon  the  said  deponents,  in  behalf  o^ 
themselves,  the  said  Stephen  Charles,  and  aU 
others  concerned  in  said  schooner  and  cargo,  doy 
by  these  presents,  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  and  require  of  me  to  protest.  Wherefore, 
at  the  request  aforesaid,  I,  the  said  Consul,  do 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  said  felucca  privsteer,  (the  name 
of  which  IS  at  present  unknown.)  Paul,  command- 
er, and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  for  the 
illegal  capture  of  the  said  schooner  Mary  and 
cargo,  and  the  treatment  of  the  said  master,  Ste- 
phen Charles,  and  they,  the  said  several  deponents, 
experienced  as  aforesaid,  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships they  encountered  in  consequence  thereof 
and  for  all  damages,  losses,  costs,  and  charges,  at- 
tending the  same. 

This  done  and  protested  at  the  said  city  of 
Havana. 

JACOB  PAIDDRICK, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  GRAVES. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  nameSf  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  haye  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  the  14th  day  of  Jfune,  in  the 
year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  twenty-ninth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


G. 

Declaration  of  John  Evans,  master  of  the  ship  Eliza,  of 
Norfolk,  and  of  Charles  Simmons,  Jnn.,  and  Edward 
Lowzie,  seamen  belonging  to  said  ship. 

Before  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  for  the  island  of  Cuba,  res- 
ident at  Havana,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
personally  came  and  appeared  John  Bvans,  mas- 
ter of  the  ship  Eliza,  of  Norfolk,  and  Charles  Sim- 
mons, jun.,  and  Edward  Lowrie,  seamen  belon^- 
iDg  to  said  ship,  who.  being  by  me  severally  duly 
sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
€k>d,  did  depose  and  say,  and  first  the  said  John 
Bvans: 

That  he  sailed  from  Norfolk  in  the  said  ship  on 
or  about  the  12th  daj  of  October  last,  with  a  car- 
go On  board,  consisting  of  staves  ana  provisions, 
Dotmd  for  Kingston,  Jamaica,  the  said  caiigo  being 
the  sole  property  of  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whit- 
tle, merchants  of  Norfolk,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8Nates;  that  he  arrived  in  and  with  said  ship 
•B  or  about  the  5th  day  of  November  following, 
when  the  said  cargo  was  sold  for  account  of  the 
said  Messrs.  Conway  and  Fortesoue  Whittle; 
that  from  Kingston  he  proceeded  in  and  with  said 
ship  to  Anotu  bav,  on  the  north  side  said  island 
of  Jamaica,  for  toe  purpose  of  loading  his  said 
ship  with  a  cargo,  where  he  actually  purchased 
and  loaded  on  board  said  ship,  a  oaigo,  eonsisting 
of  one  hundred  and  seventv-nine  puncheons  of 
ram,  for  the  sole  account  ana  risk  ofthe  aforesaid 
Messrs.  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whittle;  that  he 
sailed  thence  in  and  with  said  ship  with  said  car- 
fto,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  March  foilowmg, 
bound  to  Norfolk  aforesaid,  with  all  the  necessary 
and  usual  documents  on  board,  to  prove  the  said 
ship  and  cargo  bona  fide  American  property,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  on 
the  27th  day  of  same  month,  while  peaceably  and 
lawfully  navigating  his  said  ship  for  the  port  of 
Norfolk  aforesaid,  then  beiag  in  sight  of  the  Isle 
of  Pines,  on  the  south  side  of  this  island  of  Cuba, 
he  was  met  with,  boarded,  and  unlawfully  cap- 
tured by  a  privateer  under  French  colors,  called 
the  Vigilant,  commanded  by  one  Amado  Dejao, 
as  he  understood,  who  forcibly  and  unlawfully 
deprived  this  deponent  of  the  possession  of  his 
said  ship  and  cargo,  and  placed  a  prizemaster  and 
men  on  board  thereof,  from  the  said  privateer, 
and  with  force  and  violence  took  this  deponent 
out  of  his  said  ship,  together  with  On  is  Danion, 
first  mate,  and  Richard  Thomas,  second  mate 
thereof,  and  six  of  the  seamen  of  his  said  ship, 
and  landed  them  on  the  west  end  of  said  Isle  of 
Pines,  with  only  one  day's  provisions,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  proeuring  further  sustenance; 


that  this  deponent,  with  his  said  mates  and  erew, 
remained  at  said  port  of  said  island,  which  is  ea- 
tirely  uninhabited,  about  two  weeks,  and  sup- 
ported themselves  on  fish  which  they  caogM, 
there  being  no  other  food  or  sustenance  to  be  pro- 
cured ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  tbat  1m, 
with  his  said  mates  and  crew,  took  passage  a  a 
Spanish  vessel,  which  casually  touched  there 
and  were  transported  to  the  east  end  of  said  island 
of  Pines,  where  there  aresome  inhabitants,  wheaee 
this  deponent,  with  his  said  mates  and  creWj  after 
remaining  four  or  five  days,  took  passage  m  % 
Spanish  vessd,  and  proceeded  to  Batabane,  ia 
t|iis  island  of  Cuba,  whence  they  proceeded  by 
land  to  the  city  of  Havana;  that,  after  bein^  some 
days  in  this  city,  this  deponent  heard  his  said  ship 
had  been  taken  into  Batabano,  and  soon  after  saw 
the  prizemaster  here  who  was  put  on  board  his 
said  ship,  who  gave  to  this  deponent  the  fbUowtng 
papers  or  said  ship,  declaring,  at  the  same  moo, 
that  he  considered  tae  said  sh^  and  cargo  Amai- 
can  property;  that  the  captain  of  said  privaMa 
had  absconded  and  left  him  without  support,  and 
that  he  had  no  idea  of  pursuing  her  as  a  lawfii 
prize,  and  had  abandoned  h&;  that  the  papen 
whicn  were  delivered  to  this  deponent  were  the 
following:  1st,  the  Mediterranean  pass  of  said 
ship;  2d,  sea-letter;  3d,  clearance  from  Norfolk; 
ith,  articles  of  affreement  between  master  and 
mariners  of  said  ship;  5th^  certified  list  of  crew; 
6th  bill  of  health,  dbc;  7th,  ship's  log  book.  That 
the  said  ship  had  a  registar  and  certificates  of 
property  of  cargo,  bills  of  lading,  invoices^  d«^  al 
the  time  of  c^Kure,  which  were  taken  from  huBy 
and  which  were  not  delivered  up  with  the  otbei 

Kpers,  and  which  this  deponent  understood,  and 
s  reason  to  bdieve,  were  unlawfully  and  wan- 
tonly destroyed ;  that  this  deponent,  a^r  ascer- 
taining that  his  said  ship  was  in  Batabano  af<ne> 
said,  and  after  receiving  the  said  papers,  did^  oa 
on  tne  7th  day  of  May  last,  present  to  his  exed- 
lency  the  Marquis  of  Someraelos,  Captain  Crea- 
eral  of  said  island  of  Cuba,  a  memorial,  wherein 
he  stated  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and  prayed 
that  she  might  be  restored  to  the  rightful  owners 
from  whom  she  had  been  unlawfully  ea^carad; 
that,  not  having  any  reply  to  his  memoaai,  he, 
shortly  after,  again  memorialized  his  fixeelleiicT, 
praying  that  he  would  order  his  ship  to  be  restoted ; 
tha^  not  having  any  reply  to  this,  his  second  me- 
morial, and  understanding  that  a  part  of  his  crew 
who  were  suffered  to  remain  on  board  at  the  time 
of  capture,  were  detained,as  prisoners  on  board  in 
the  said  port  of  Batabano,  and  were  suffering  for 
the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  th«l  the 
Frenchmen  who  remained  on  board,attd  the  Span* 
iards  from  shore,  were  daily  phindering  from  km 
said  ship  and  cargo,  and  wisbin;^  to  know  the  stalt 
thereof,  and  to  grant  some  relief  to  his  cre^  ht 
proceeded  to  Batabano  without  a  passport,  (tht 
Captain  Gkneral  having  refbsed  him  one,)  with 
intent  to  ffo  on  board  his  said  ship,  and  was  or- 
dered by  him  Immediately  to  return  to  this  eity, 
or  that  ne  wbnld  send  him  back  prisoner  under  a 
guard  of  soldiers,  wherefore  this  deponent  was 
obliged  to  return;  that,  on  the  14th  day  of  Jmt^ 
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keagaio  memorialized  his  Bzcellency,  preseattDg 
tdierewith  aH  the  papers  of  the  aforesaid  ship,  de- 
li tered  up  to  hrm  by  the  jprizemaster  aforesaid, 
(except  the  8ea4etter,  which  was  presented  with 
his  first  memorial,)  in  consequence  of  which,  on 
the  day  following,  a  decree  was  given,  ordering 
his  said  ship  and  cargo  to  be  restored  and  deliv- 
ered him,  and  a  passport  granted  for  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  Batabaao  and  take  poBseiaiiNi  theredf. 

That  for  this  purpose  be  proceeded  to  Batabano, 
and  on  his  arrival  there,  the  24th  of  June,  he  nre- 
sented  his  passport  and  order  to  the  commandant 
there,  who  sent  with  him  an  officer  and  two  sol- 
diers to  execute  the  said  order  and  give  him  pos- 
session of  bis  said  ship.  That  accordingly,  on  the 
25th  day  of  June,  be  received  possession  of  his 
said  ship,  aad  on  examination  thereof,  and  of  her 
cargo,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  the  following 
articles,  which  bad  been  plundered  from  her  since 
the  capture  aforesaid,  to  wit :  two  boats,  a  string 
cable,  three  anchors,  two  new  top-sails,  a  new 
foresail,  four  studding  sails,  two  royals,  several 
mrs,  all  her  spare  running-rigging,  all  her  cabin 
furniture  and  water  casks,  bi^ides  blocks,  and 
many  other  small  articles,  and  from  her  caij^o, 
ninety-six  whole  puncheons  of  rum,  there  being 
only  eighty-three  remaining  on  board,  and  many 
of  these  wanting  from  ten  to  fifty  gallons,  so  that 
this  deponent  conceives  that  the  contents  of  the 
said  eighty-three  puncheons  would  not  more  than 
fill  sixty. 

That  an  account  was  presented  to  himiuBata- 
Wno,  against  said  ship,  of  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  various  articles  which  had  been 
taken  up  upon  the  credit  of  the  said  shij)  by  the 
Prenchmiin  who  captured  her,  which  this  depo- 
nent was  obliged  to  satisfy  before  he  was  sufiGered 
to  depart  with  his  said  ship.  That  on  the  12th 
day  of  July  instant,  he  departed  in  and  with  the 
said  ship  from  the  bay  of  Batabano,  and  arrived  at 
thb  port  of  Havana  on  the  26th  day  of  July  in- 
stant, without  any  material  accident  happening, 
and  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
not  being  permitted  to  come  on  with  said  ship  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  himself  with  the  neces- 
lary  stores,  cables,  du^,  to  proceed  on  his  voyage 
to  Norfolk,  aforesaid,  whither  he  is  bound. 

And  the  aforesaid  Charles  H.  Sinunons  and 
Edward  Lowrie,  depose  and  declare  that  all  and 
every  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  and  declared 
by  the  said  John  Evans  in  the  preceding  declara- 
tion, relating  to  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and 
the  deficiency  therein  stated  of  her  cargo, apparel, 
furniture,  ^.,arC|  to  their  knowledge,  just  and  true. 

That  they  were  detained  on  board  said  ship 
after  the  capture,  and  held  prisoners  on  board, 
frequently  wanting  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  un- 
til she  was  ^iven  up  to  the  said  Captain  Evans, 
as  stated  in  nis  declaration. 

That  before  the  said  ship  was  taken  into  Batar 
banc,  she  was  brought  to  anchor  by  the  said  pri- 
yateersmen  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  west  end  of  the  daid  port  of  Bata- 
iMraO)  where  they  took  fVom  her  cargo  a  number 
of  pmcheoM  of  rum,  and  put  thetn  on  board  of 
aa^Moner.  • 


That  the  said  ship  was  again  brought  to  anchor 
before  her  arrival  at  Batabiano,  about  one  league 
from  the  port,  where  the  said  privateersmen  also 
took  from  her  cargo  a  number  of  puncheons  of 
rum,  and  put  them  on  board  a  Spanish  sloop,  which 
these  deponents  understood  belonged  to  the  King's 
pilot  at  Batabano,  who  assisted  the  said  privateers- 
men in  the  robbery. 

That  on  the  said  ship's  arrival  at  Batabano,  a 
number  of  puncheons  of  rum  were  then  taken  out 
of  said  ship,  and  carried  on  shore  by  the  said  pri- 
vateersmen, assisted  by  some  Spaniards  on  shore^ 
who,  during  the  said  ship's  remaining  there^  nisht 
after  nij^ht,  smuggled  on  shore  from  the  said  ship 
quantities  of  ram,  which  they  drew  from  the  pun- 
cheons on  board  info  small  Ke^.  That  the  said 
fiVenchmen  and  Spaniards  daily  plundered  the 
ngging  and  furniture  of  said  ship  and  were  very 
abusive  and  gave  much  ill  treatment  to  these 
deponents. 

JOHN  EVANS, 

OHAS.  H.  SIMMONS,  Jr. 

EDWARD  LOWRIE. 

And  the  said  John  Evans  having  applied  to  me^ 
the  said  Consul,  to  make  his  protest  in  the  prem- 
ises, I  have  granted  this  public  certificate  thereof^ 
to  serve  and  avail  him,  and  all,  in  the  premisea 
aforesaid,  as  occasion  may  reouire^ 

Wherefore^  the  said  John  Kvans,  in  behalf  of 
himself^  the  freighters,  owners,  and  all  others  con- 
cerned m  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  doth,  and  I, 
the  said  Consul,  at  his  desire,  do,  by  tnese  presentai 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  aforementioned  privateer,  aa 
agamst  every  person  and  persons  concerned  therer 
in,  for  the  capture  of  the  said  vessel,  and  the  rob- 
benr  and  plunder  committed  upon  tne  said  vessel 
andf  cargo,  for  all  damages  losses,  costs,  and  ex- 
penses already  sustainedjor  whicn  shall  or  may 
nereafter  be  sustained,  suffered  and  incurred  in  the 
premises  on  account  tnereof. 

Done  and  protested  in  the  city  of  Havana,  agree- 
ably to  mercantile  laws  in  such  cases  used  and 
approved  of. 

in  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  second  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 


States  the  thirtieth. 


HENRY  HILL,  Jr, 


St.  JtjAN,  (Porto  Rico,) 

September  12, 1805. 

Sir:  When  depredations  on  neutral  property 
By  Powers  at  war  becomes  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  no  respect  is  paid  to  existing  treaties,  I  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  individual  to 
note  every  such  infringement,  and  to  give  advice 
of  it  to  the  Executive  of  that.  Qovernment  to 
which  he  belongs. 

As  I  am  unaccustomed  to  a  forensic  style,  I 
shall  simply  relate  my  own  case,  and  whatever 
has  come  tmder  my  immediate  observation  during 
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my  short  stay  in  this  island.  I  left  Norfolk  on 
the  first  of  June  last  in  the  brig  Catharine,  bound 
for  the  island  of  Antigua,  laden  with  a  cargo  of 
provisions  and  lumber^  where  I  arived,  and  sold 
said  cargo.  I  left  Antigua  on  the  29th  of  July, 
with  a  return  cargo,  bound  back  to  Norfolk ;  on 
the  4th  August,  in  latitude  23  deg.  10  min.  north, 
longitude  65  deg.  west^was  captured  by  the  French 
brig  called  General  blanshot,  John  Baptiste  de 
Brun,  commander,  and  sent  into  one  of  the  ports 
at  the  west  end  of  this  island.  The  privateer 
plundered  me  of  my  stores  and  ship's  provisions 
and  part  of  the  cargo.  The  vessel  was  immedi- 
ately stripped  of  her  sails  and  rigging  and  sent 
ashore ;  my  people  taken  out,  put  on  board  of  an- 
other vessel,  and  sent  out  of  the  island.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  came  to  the  city  and  ap- 
plied to  the  (Governor,  requesting  his  interference ; 
stating  to  him  that  my  papers  were  perfectly  rec- 
nlar,  and  that  my  capture  was  of  course  illegal; 
and  I  likewise  requested  him  to  order  security  to 
be  given  for  the  amount  of  my  brig  and  cargo,  as 
the  agent  of  the  said  privateer  was  a  resident 
merchant  of  this  city.  But  ail  my  representation 
has  been  to  no  effect :  he  has  absolutely  refused 
to  take  cognizance  of  my  business*  My  papers 
remain  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Daubon,  the  agent  of 
the  captors.  I  may  be  detained  here  many  months 
to  come,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  exposed  tp  a 
total  loss.  My  trial,  if  any  I  am  to  have,  must 
be,  by  the  determination  of  this  Government, 
either  at  Martinique  or  Guadaloupe ;  thus,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  this  island  n)ay  become 
the  asylum  of  pirates  and  robbers.  No  pretence  has 
been  given  for  my  capture  5  as  I  came  from  an 
English  island  I  might  have  English  property  on 
board.  At  the  time  of  my  capture,  my  cabin  boy 
was  carried  on  board  the  privateer  and  put  in 
irons,  threatened  with  severe  chastisement  unless 
he  would  declare  that  specie  was  deposited  in 
some  part  of  the  vessel.  This  attempt  proving 
fruitless,  I  now  (in  all  probability)  must  be  the 
victim  of  measures  dictated  by  men  without  prin- 
ciples of  honesty  or  honor.  Thus  far  as  relates 
to  myself.  I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  relating 
to  you  some  other  particulars  that  have  come  un- 
der my  observation.  At  my  arrival  at  the  port 
of  my  entry  on  the  west  end  of  the  island,  I  found 
at  anchor  the  brig  Susanna,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
the  cantain's  name  I  do  not  recollect;  said  brig 
arrived  the  day  before  and  prize  to  the  same  pri- 
vateer ;  she  was  from  Portland  bound  to  Jamaica, 
and  was  taken  on  her  outward  bound  passage, 
with  a  carffo  of  fish  and  lumber;  said  brig  was 
immediately  unloaded  and  ballasted  with  sand, 
and,  without  more  ceremony,  the  captain  and 
crew  of  said  vessel  were  shipped  oS,  with  a  very 
scanty  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  to  search  for 
the  first  port  they  could  make.  On  the  4th  in-, 
slant,  arrived  the  brig  Polly,  of  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island,  Captain  Trip;  and  on  the  5th  instant,  the 
schooner  Mary  Ann,  of  Boston.  Captain  Apthony, 
and  bound  to  theisland  of  Barbadoes,  loaded  with 
cattle  and  horses,  and  provisions  on  Che  deck. 
They  are  prizes  to  a  Spanish  zebeck,from  Cadiz, 
bound  to  Vera  Cruz.    The  captains  live  still  on 


board  with  their  crews,  and  may  remain  to  for 
many  days  to  come;  while  the  captor  and  h'u 
agent  are  prosecuting  every  measure  to  effect  tke 
condemnation  of  said  vessels  as  lawful  prizes. 
I  am,  dbc. 

JOSEPH  LEONARD. 
James  Madison,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  SUUe, 

U.  S^  Consular  Office,  GibraUar: 

r  1  On  this  13th  dav  of  September,  1805,  per- 
»-  -•  sonally  appeared  in  my  Consulir  office  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  John  Allen,  com* 
mander  of  the  sloop  Ranker,  belonging  to  the 
Government  of  the  aforesaid  United  Sutes,and 
John  Thompson,  master's  mate  on  board  said 
sloop  Ranger,  who,  after  being  sworn  on  theHoljr 
Evangelists,  aid  declare  jointly  and  severally,  eacn 
speaking  for  himself,  that  they  sailed  in  and  wilii 
said  vessel  from  Boston  in  America,  on  or  about 
the  21st  day  of  July  last,  on  the  service  of  said 
Government,  in<;ompany  with  the  sloop  TriTel- 
ler,  commanded  by  Captain  Benjamin  Prince, 
with  whom  they  parted  company  a  few  days  afta 
their  leaving  Boston,  by  stress  of  weather. 

That,  on  the  23d  of  August  last,  being  in  lati- 
tude 40*»  32^  north,  and  longitude  3(f  3?  west  i 
schooner  came  up  with  them,  mounting  six  goas 
with  sixteen  blunderbusses,  and  about  eighteen 
men,  who.  although  the  American  colors  were 
flying  on  board  the  Ranger,  and  the  vessel  hore 
to,  fired  three  broadsides  at  her  without  showmr 
any  colors,  ordering  Captain  Allen  to  go  on  board 
them,  which  he  did;  tkey  then  came  on  board 
the  sloop  Ranger,  broke  open  Captain  Allen's 
chest  and  trunk,  taking  from  them  twelve  wm 
shirts,  a  suit  of  uniform,  six  pair  silk  and  six  pair  d 
cotton  stockings,  twelve  handkerchiefs,  two  blue 
jackets,  three  white  dimity  waistcoats,  two  net 
hats,  two  pair  new  shoes^  and  two  pair  naoieen 


,  _  py-glass,  sixty -three  gallons  brandy, 

butter,  cheese,  pork,  and  other  article  ofjbij 


pantaloons,  a  sp 


stores  5  likewise,  the  doctor's  box,  the  n^ates'wfl 
some  of  the  men's  clothes  and  mpney;  «**!»*  [^ 
ter  from  the  Ooverbor  of  Malta,  and  several  otner 
papers.  .j 

That  the  commander  and  crew  o' r,j" 
schooner  privateer  behaved  in  a  n^°^f,^*°^ 
and  abusive  manner,  and  they  seemed  by  w 
appearance,  language,  dress,  and  '"^'^^^^i^ijju 
been  Spaniards ;  wherefore,  they  make  this  flec« 
ration  and  protest,  not  only  for  the  robbenr  cow- 
mitted,  but  also  for  the  insult  shown  theflig'" 
der  which  they  sailed.  „^ 

JOHN  ALLEN, 
JOHN  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  and  declared  the  day  and  ye^fifJi*"^ 
written  before  me,  JOHN  OAVlNa 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  WilUam  C.  C  Cbt 

borne,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  ^'^   ^ 

New  Orleans.  March  ^ V^ 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  Ij^^^ 

Mr.  Joseph  Chambers,  the  United  ^^r^^g 

Fort  St.  Stephens,  informing  in«  "***  **' 
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Saantity  of  peltry,  Ac,,  ready  for  exportation,  and 
esirrag  that  I  would  make  arrangements  with 
the  Spanish  authorities  to  secure  to  articles  to 
and  from  the  factory  a  passage  free  from  inter- 
ruption or  duties,  I  addressed  to  the  €k>7emor  of 
West  Florida,  (who  is  now  in  this  city,)  a  letter 
of  which  the  enclosed  No.  1  is  a  copv,and  on  this 
day  I  received  an  answer,  of  whicn  No.  2  is  a 
copy.  From  these  documents,  you  will  discorer 
that  the  interest  of  the  factory  is^  in  a  measure, 
subjected  to  the  caprice  of  a  Spanish  officer. 

No.  1. 

C<^y  of  a  letter  ficom  Governor  Claibome  to  Oovemor 
Folch,  dated 

New  Orleans,  March  7, 1604. 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  United  States,  with 

a  view  to  preserve  a  good  uoderstandlnff  with  the 

Choctaw  Indians,  has  established  a  factory  or 

trading-chouse  at  Fort  St.  Stephens,  on  the  Tom- 

bigbee  river.    The  goods  transmitted  to  this  fac- 

f    tory,  and  the  peltry,  &c.,  exported  therefrom,  are 

t    the  property  of  the  iJnited  States,  and  I  persuade 

I    myself  that,  on  their  passage  by  way  of  Mobile, 

'     no  duties  will  be  exacted,  or  interruption  offered. 

I    by  the  authorities  of  Spain. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  that,  by 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  they  are  mutually  bound  to  restrain 
the  Indians  within  their  respective  limits  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  adjacent  settle- 
ments of  either  Power. 

The  prosperity,  therefore,  of  the  factory  at  Fort 
St.  Stephens  is  interesting  to  both  our  nations, 
since  the  influence  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment may  acquire  in  the  Choctaw  councils  will 
I  be  used  not  only  to  secure  peace  and  safety  to 
our  own  frontiers,  but  to  the  dominions  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  great  respect  and 
high  consideration. 

WM.  C.  C,  CLAIBORNE. 
His  Ex'cy  Gbv.  Folch. 

No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  letter  ^m  Governor  Foleh  to  Governor 
Claiborne,  dated 

Marcb  15, 1804. 

Sir:  In  order  to  answer  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant^  with  due  propriety,  and  according 
to  the  apint  of  the  Roval  orders  prevailing  on  the 
subject,  I  consulted  the  Intendant,  Mr.  John  D. 
Morales,  who  has  given  me  his  e^inion  in  the 
following  terms: 

^'  My  opinion^  sir,  respecting  the  particulars  re- 
lated m  uovemor  Claiborne's  letter  to  you,  is, 
that  we  cannot  deviate  from  the  order  given  to 
tis  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  which  I  have  trans- 
cribed to  you  in  mv  last,  of  the  8th  instant.  For 
the  same  reason,  wnen  His  Excellency,  General 
Wilkinson,  requested  to  allow  the  pass  of  two 
American  vessels,  one  in  the  Sprine,  the  other  in 
the  Fall,  which  I  did  not  grant^  and  His  Majesty 


approved  my  conduct,  and  caused  the  treaty  to  be 
carried  into  execution." 

These  circumstances  will  convince  your  Ex- 
cellency that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with 
yourr^uest;  however,  I  will  represent  the  case 
to  the  King,  and  inform  you  of  the  result  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  respect  and  consider- 
ation. F.  FOLCH. 

His  Ex'cy  Gov.  Claiborne. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Joseph  Chambers,  United 
States  &ctor,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated 
Choctaw  traoinq-houbb, 
Apnl  11, 1804. 
''  It  may  not  be  improper  in  me  to  state,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  continue  the  trading- 
house  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  to  afford  to 
the  Indians  that  friendly  accomooodation  intended 
by  the  Government,  without  incurrinff  certain 
loss,  unless  we  are  spieedily  freed  from  me  heavy 
exaction  of  twdve  per  centum  demanded  by  the 
Spanish  officers  at  Mobile,  on  all  exports  that 
pass  this  port,  and  the  same  on  imports,  making 
together  nearly  one-fourth  per  cent." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claibome  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

New  Orleans^  April  20, 1804. 

**  In  conformity  with  my  advice.  Joseph  Cham- 
bers, United  States  factor  for  the  Uhoctaw  nation^ 
has  shipped  a  quantity  of  peltry  for  Philadelphia, 
^via  New  Orleans.)  On  the  passage  of  the  peltry 
down  the  Mobile  river,  a  duty  was  demanded  by 
the  Spanish  officers  at  the  town  of  Mobile,  and 
which  Mr.  Chambers  paid,  not,  however,  without 
entering  a  protest  ae^ainst  the  proceeding,  a  copy 
of  which  I  now  enclose  you. 

^  Some  provisions  sent  by  the  contractor  from 
this  city  to  Fort  Stoddert  were  also  detained  at 
Mobile,  until  a  duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  was  paid 
thereon ;  duties  are  also  exacted  on  all  exports 
passing  down  the  Mobile,  and  paid  very  reluct- 
antly by  our  citizens. 

^  The  Spaniards  are  fortifying  Pensacola  and 
the  town  of  Mobile ;  at  the  former  place  there  is 
to  be  stationed  five  or  six  hundred  men,  and  at  the 
latter  a  battalion  of  artillery,  and  one  company 
of  dragoons  are  now  employed." 

Protest  of  Jos^  Chambeia,  United  States  hxAat. 

Whereas,  by  the  order  of  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
sixty  bales,  three  hogsheads,  and  one  barrel  of  pel- 
tries and  inrs,  the  property  of  said  Government, 
collected  at  the  Governmental  trading-house,  es- 
tabluhed  by  authority,  for  the  friendly  accommo- 
dation of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  was 
directed  to  be  transported  from  the  said  trading^ 
house,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  by  descending  the  Tombigbee  or  Mo- 
bile river,  and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  Atlantic  part  of  the  United  States, 
(via  New  Orleans.)    The  said  cargo  of  peltries 
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asd  furs,  being  on  its  pastace  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
ndouth  of  the  said  river  at  the  post  of  Mobile,  the 
officers  of  His  Moat  Catholic  Majesty  the  Kiof  of 
Spain  did  at  that  post  demand  a  dutf  of  twelve 
per  centum  upon  their  estimated  value  of  said 
cargo,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty,  and 
it  was  then  made  known  and  properly  certified  tp 
the  said  officers,  that  the  said  neliries  and  Airs 
were  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
then  on  its  passage  from  on%  part  thereof  to  aao- 
ther.  Notwithstanding  which,  the  said  officers 
did  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  one 
thou3aDd  eiglu  hundred  and  four,  detain  and  stop 
the  said  cargo  at  the  said  post  of  Mobile,  and  did 
then  and  there  refuse  to  permit  it  to  proceed  on 
its^  passage,  until  the  said  duty  of  twelve  per  cent- 
»m,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
dollars  and  siity-eight  cents,  was  paid. 

Now,  the  undersigned  agent  of  the  United 
States,  having  paid  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  bun* 
dred  and  eighty^two  dollars  sizty-^ight  cents ;  not 
admitting  the  right  c^  His  Most  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's officers  to  exact  or  impose  the  aforesaid  duty 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  cannot  suffer  a 
proceeding  so  unaccommodating^  and  apparently 
unjust^  to  pass  with  tacit  acquiescence,  and  in 
compliance  with  his  obligations  he  enters  this  his 
remonstrance  and  solemn  nrotesU 

Because,  the  exaction  ot.a  duty  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  a  Government  passing  upon  navigable 
waters,  (which  are  the  common  highways  of  na- 
ture,) from  one  part  of  its  territories  to  anetber, 
although  this  passage  might  intersect  the  limits 
of  a  different  Government,  is  in  violation  of  a 
right  which  ought  not  to  be  questioned  by  na- 
tions friendhr  to  each  other. 

Because,  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  has  mani- 
fested a  disposition  friendly,  liberal,  and  just,  to- 
ward the  Government  of  tne  United  States,  and 
the  Chief  Magistrates  of  each  nation  have  mutu- 
ally cultivated  peace,  harmony,  and  good  wiU^  be- 
tween their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  it  is 
therefore  supposed  that  this  proceeding  is  without 
His  Majesty's  orders  or  his  knowledge,  and  that  it 
has  probably  emanated  from  the  same  source  from 
whicb  the  unauthorized  act  of  shutting  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  against  the  United  States'  right  of 
deposit,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  proceeded.  That  the  proceedings  afore- 
said may  be  duly  made  known  to  His  Most  Cath- 
olic Majestv  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of^ America,  and  therebj 
beo0m«  tlw  subfaet  of  prajper  investigation,  this 
remonsMnne  and  protest  is  made  and  delivered 
t9  CoLoael  Maximilian  Maisant,  commandant  po- 
litical and  military  at  Mobile. 
Done  at  Mobile,  this  13th  April,  18(Mk 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, 
Agent  to  the  ChoeUm  trading  houBe, 

Copj  of  a  letter  fiom  Joseph  Chasben,  United  Stotea 
factor,  to  the  Socfttaiy  of  W«r»  dated 

Choctaw  TRAniNO-ROOSB, 

Ho^DxiwTooPA,  Dec  12.  1804. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
ifooL  Michael  Aelava,  coUector  of  the  customs  at 


the  port  of  Mobile,  to  me,  and  my  reply  theMio^ 
bis  letter  and  the  vessels  with  the  goods  I  met  at 
Fort  Stoddert  on  my  way  to  Mobile.  I  have 
earnestly  to  solicit  yon  will  direct  me  how  to  pro* 
ceed  in  the  particular  businees  to  which  th#eeiel- 
ters  relate,  also,  to  give  iastrnctions  for  my  gov** 
ernmeat,  generally,  in  my  intereoarse  with  tlie 
Spanish  officers  at  Mobile,  for  your  instmctiass 
would  relieve  ne  from  much  anxiety,  oc«asioae4 
by  my  feara^  that,  by  acting  fr6m  my  own  di9cr*> 
tion,  I  may  commit  errors,  or  do  things  that  an^kr 
not  meet  your  approbation ;  increased  hindranees 
and  obstacles  are  given  by  the  Spanish  officers  at 
Mobile  to  this  house ;  although  justice  demands 
that  I  shall  slate  that  Michael  AelaTa,  o^ketor, 
has  been  very  civil  and  respectful  in  the  ezeentiott 
of  what  he  states  to  be  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
the  orders  of  his  superior  officers. 

There  will  be  a  considerable  quantity  of  peltrjr 
and  fur  to  remit  the  ensuing  Spring  from  this 
house ;  if  a  djuty  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  S^aniarda 
upon  its  passage  by  Mobile,  I  most  be  fonuahcd 
with  the  means  to  meet  it,  I,  however,  flattec 
myself  that  we  will  in  a  very  short  time  have  the 
free  and  unfettered  navigation  of  the  Mobile  rivec 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  reapect 
and  attachment,  your  most  obedient  humble  set- 
vant,  JOSEPH  CHAMBSRB* 

Gen.  DfiARBoaii,  Secretary  of  War. 

Copy  of  a  letter   from  Michael  Aelava  to   Joseph 
Ghambersy  dated 

Mo9tLE,iVbo.20,;i801 
Sin :  From  what  Mr.  Smith  gave  me  to  under*      I 
stand,  I  have  ezpeeted,  since  Soaday  last,  to  have 
seen  you  here ;  the  weather  now  b  fiivorable,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  tte  vessel.    Mt.  Smith 
has  bound  himaelf  to  mC'  to  pay  the  dattes  on  has 
ffoods  at  the  end  of  the  year  if  Qovemor  Foleh 
does  not  free  tiiem  ^  in  full  assurance  that  I  hare 
to  do  with  a  man  of  honor,  and  that  you  will  ae- 
quiesoe  to  the  above  conditions ;  and  if  not  con- 
venient for  you  to  come  down  yomseU^  yon  can 
make  out  an  obliffatioUf.  (in  the  manner  3fr. 
Smith  has  done,)  for  what  goods  belong  to  yoo, 
and  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  for  as  a  pub- 
lic officer  I  must  always  have  documents  to  show^ 
I  am,  with  consideration  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

M.  AELAYA. 

DoeumeiU^  rehtine to  ike ^thuetim  of  er mmmvm 
ontkeHMk. 

Oopy  of  a  letter  iWrni  Joseph  Chambers  to  IBchael 

Aelava,  Collector  of  the  Customs,  at  Mobile,  d^ed 

Fort  SroonEBT^  Nw.  27, 1801. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 

the  dOth  current,  yesterday.    It  should  have  been 

known,  that  I  did  at  Mobue,  in  April  last,  protest 

against  the  right  to  exact  duties  from  the  United 

States,  for  its  property  passing  by  water,  from  one 

of  its  Dorts  to  another,  although,  in  such  passage^ 

it  mi^t  intersect  the  territory  of  another  Qow" 

emment;  therefore,  there  w»  no  ground  of  assu- 
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lA&ee  or  eveB  probfa)le  expectauoa,  that  I  woaU 
coDsent  to,  or  acquiesce  in  the  decision  ot  Gover- 
nor FoJch,  only  on  this  qaestioB*  Farther,  it  wiU 
be  recollected  by  the  commandant,  Capt.  Osomo, 
Coh»el  Maxentj  and  Mr.  Simpson,  that  I  did  at 
that  time  refuse  to  sign  a  bond  for  duties,  (but  the 
necessity  of  the  case  only  induced  me  to  pay  the 
duties  then  demanded,)  consequently,  a  bond 
could,  or  ought  not  to  be  expected  from  me  in  this 
instance,  to  authorize  the  passage  of  public  goods, 
for  the  Indian  trading-hoqse,  and  the  Indian  pres- 
ents, and  more  especially  when  we  take  into  view 
the  fifth  article  of  the  Treanr  of  San  LorenzQ  de 
Real  of  the  27ih  October,  1795,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  King  of  ^»in,  and  which  the 
stoppage  of  these  goods,  might,  perhaps,  have 
tended  to  counteract  Here  I  quoted  the  article. 
Vide  treaty,  article  5w  «     ,  «       .  u      l 

The  Uaittd  Sttates^ve  softred  Spaiitth  sub- 
jects, for  their  own  private  account  and  interest, 
to  furnish  the  Indiana  within  their  limits  with 
merchandise  without  tax  or  hindranoo^ 

•The  Spanish  aovernment,by  its  officers  at  Mo- 
bile, have  levied  and  demanded  opptessjye  twtes 
on  the  property  of  the  United  States,  which  pro- 
perty or  mexcWdise  was  expressly  intended. by 
the  American  Government  for  the  humane  and 
benevoLeat  purposea  of  cuUivatiag  peace,  friend- 
ship, and  good  will,  between  the  Indians  withm 
their  limits  and  the  white  people;  and  also  to 
promote  the  civilization  and  happiness  of  these 
Indians.  ^     , 

Under  the  foregoing  circumstances,  no  bona 
^oiOift,  or  wia  be  givsen  by  me,  without  a^n^s 
orders- from  the  Government  nnder  which  I  h«ve 
•^  honor  to  act.  No  great  poblic  accommoda- 
tion Chr  it  Is  the  Government  only  that  is  inter- 
ested) is  reoeived  by  the  nermissioa  for  these 
goods  to  pass;  after  some  of  them  had  been  de- 
tained OM  moMh.  or  thereafbouts,  without  any  no- 
tice being  given  for  what  oanse,  and.  knowings  as 
I  pceeiMDO  wa^  known  and  w«U  understood,  that 
they  were  the  property  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
consequently,  they  most  have  been  permitted-  to 
pass  as  their  property  only,  without  any  relation 
to  my  individual  honor  or  interest,  and  npon  me 
GovemmenUl  responsibility.  I  feel  confident  that 
the  American  Government  will  cause  justice  to 
be  done  toward  you  as  an  officer,  for  the  friendlv 
aecomoMidation  intended  them  by  the  forward- 
ment  of  their  vessels.  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  yonr 
letter,  sod  of  this,  to  the  proper  officers  of  Gev- 
emment,  also  inform  them  of  the  respectful  man- 
ner in  wlueh  yon  have  exercised  the  duties  of  your 
office  in  Tomr  concerns  with  me.  I  am,  Ac.  . 
^  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 


Governor  Claibome  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
NBwGRLBArta,  Auff,  7. 1805* 
Sir  :  In  my  communication  ot  the  29th  ultimo, 
was  enclosed  a  letter  to  me,  from  the  Marquis  of 
Casa  Calvo,  (soliciting  that  Spanish  officejsnow 
in  this  territory  may  be  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  municipal  tax,)  together  withneopy 
of  jny  ani^wer  thereto. 


I  now  have  the  honor  to  tmnsmit  you  a  second 
letter  from  the  Marquis  on  the  same  subject,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  officers  alluded  to,  and  if 
it  be  not  improper,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  your 
sentiments  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  exemption 
solicited ;  my  own  opinion  is,  "  thai  the  offieers 
generally  who  possess  property  within  this  territory 
are  liahle  to  taxation ;  nor  can  exemption  be  made 
in  favor  of  the  Marquis  and  the  memben  of  his 
family,  until  he  shall  have  been  recognised  by  the 
Preudent  as  an  agent  of  Spain."  You,  no  doubt, 
will  be  surprised  to  find  so  many  foreign  officers 
in  this  city ;  the  fact  is,  sir,  they  are  wedded  to 
Louisiana,  and  necessky  alone  will  indupe  them 
to  depart.  I  have  repeatedly,  by  letter  and  veitek- 
ly,  informed  the  Marquis,  that  the  continuance  in 
this  territory  ^  of  so  many  Spanish  officetq^  so 
long  beyond  the  right  occasion  for  it,"  vras  not 
seen  with  approbation,  and  urged  their  departure. 
The  Marquis  has  as  otten  assured  me  of  his  dispo- 
sition to  comply  with  my  wishes,  but  you  wiU 
perceive  that  w  inconvenience  is  not  yet  reme- 
died. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^  with  great  req^t, 
vour  humble  servant, 
^  Wk  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

James  MAOiaoN,  Secretary  ofStaU. 

To  the  GoieflBAi  of  the  Temtoiy  of  If  ew  Odeans. 
New  Oblbaks,  Aiig,.  2, 1805. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  letter  your  filxcel^ 
lency  has  been  pleased  to  write  to  me,  relating  (a 
the  ooubt  which  I  manifested  conceening  the  ]^r- 
sons  employed  in  the  commission  of  limits,  and 
oth«:  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Maiesty,  who  are 
yet  in,  but  about  to  depart  fromi  thisproviac^I 
enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  list  of  persons  vuio 
now  compose  the  said  commission,  together  with 
that  of  the  individuals  who  ar«  <»>ovt  to:  depart 
from  this  country,  as  soon  as  their  business  therer 
in  shall  be  tetmina^d, and. also,  thatof  thevetined 
individuals,  and  of  the  widows  on  pensions^  who 
may  remain  in  this  province*  May  your  Excel- 
lency live  many  years. 

^  ^  '         DB  CASA  CALVO. 

I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MORBAU  LISLEY,  hUerpreter. 

A  list  of  the  indi^nals  composing  tiie  ezpsdilfon  of 

the  limits  of  the  Pwvincs  of  Louisiana,  as  appmvod 

by  His  Catholic  Mj^estjr's  order  of  tiie  30th  August, 

1804. 

Principal  Commissioner^ — The  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo.  /^,  ,      , 

Associate  Commissioner — Lieutenant  Colonel 
Don  Joseph  Martinez  de  Croza,  brigade  m^oc  in 
the  corps  of  engineers.  ..«.        .  r 

Secretary— The  Commissary  at  War  ad  hono- 
rea,  Don  Andrew  Lopez  Armesto. 

Clerk— The  fi^st  sereeant  of  the  regiment  of 
the  Havana,  Antonio  Martinez. 

Captain— Don  Nicholas  FinieL      r/r 

Captain  in  the  army— Don  Stephen  Minor. 

Captain  in  the  militia— Don  Thomas  Power* 
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Chaplain— DoD  Sebastian  Gili. 

Surgeon— Don  Joachim  Ablandedo. 

Commander  of  the  escorting  troops— Don  Be- 
nigno  Gtereior  Calderon,  adjutant  in  the  regiment 
of  Louisiana. 

Sergeant  of  the  same — John  B.  Dela  la  Cruz, 
with  a  corporal  and  ten  grenadiers. 

Adjutant — Don  Ignatius  Femande2,  adjutant 
of  the  regiment  of  Louisiana. 

Officer  of  the  revenue — Don  John  Tala, 

Clerk  of  the  same — Don  Felix  Tala,  his  son. 

Surgeon  of  the  Hospital— Don  Fernando  Mo- 
reno. 

Commander  of  the  galliot  and  smaller  boats- 
Don  Anthony  Molina. 

Carpenter — Manuel  Guillemain. 

Note. — That,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
of  timber  for  the  navy,  the  fourth  officer  of  the 
naval  administration  Don  Anthony  de  J.  Carra, 
and  his  clerk  Don  John  B.  Bemendez,  are  in  this 
place. 

A.  LOPEZ  ARMESTO,  Secretary. 
MOREAU  LISLEY,  Interpreter. 
Nbw  Obleans,  July  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  persons  employed  by  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
who  are  to  depart  u  soon  as  their  business  is  ter- 
minated. 

AnMlNISTRATION  OF  THE  KlNO's  REVENUE. 

1.  Don  John  Ventura  Morales,  paymaster  gen- 
eral of  the  army,  late  Intendant  pro  tempore  in 
this  province. 

2.  Don  Gilbert  Leonard,  treasurer  of  the  army, 
late  paymaster  general  pro  tempore  in  the  saia 
province. 

3.  Don  Manuel  Armirez,  treasurer  pro  tempore. 

4.  Don  Cayetano  Valdez,  secretary  of  the  In- 
tendency. 

5.  Don  Francis  Arroya,  destined  by  a  royal 
order  for  Porto  Rico. 

6.  Don  Joseph  Ruida,  who  is  to  go  to  Cam- 
peachy. 

CUSTOM-BOUSB. 

1.  Don  Joseph  Anthonv  de  Hoa,  administrator. 

2.  Don  Anthony  Morales,  treasurer. 

3.  Don  Manuel  Toledano,  officer  of  the  guard 
of  the  custom-house. 

Royal  Hobpital. 
L  Don  Joseph  Trustas,  surgeon,  who  has  order 
of  the  King  to  retire  into  Pensacola. 
Surveyor  General. 
1.  Don  Charles  Trudeau. 

LOPEZ  ARMESTO,  feretory. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MOREAU  lA^h^Y  interpreter. 
New  Orleans,  July  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  the  officers  in  His  Majesty's  service,  who  are 
to  depart  immediately  after  having  terminated  their 
bnsineas. 

Ofpicsrs  who  bilonqbd  to  the  latb  staff  of 

THIS  PLACE. 

Town  Major— Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Gil- 


berto  Guillemard,  who  ta  on  the  point  of  going  to 

Pensacola. 
Adjutant — Lieutenant  Colonel  Don    Paol   k 

Blanc,  who  is  to  go  to  the  same  place. 
Adjutant'^Captain  Henry  Mentzinger,  who  is 

ordered  to  go  to  the  said  place. 

Officers  of  the  regiment  of  LoiriaiAKA. 

Captains. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Zenon  Trudeao, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Ignatius  Delino^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Joseph  le  Blanc, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  John  Lassize, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Felix  Trudeau. 
Note. — They  ought  to  have  joined  ther  eorpi^ 

and^  for  not  having  yet  done  it,  are  exposed  to 

lose  their  commissions. 

Militia. 
Captain — Don  Lewis  de  Clonet^  late  command- 
er of  the  same. 

ARBfT. 

Lieutenant  Colonel — Don  Peter  Rooasean,  who 
has  solicited  his  retreat. 
Captain — Don  Henry  Peyroox. 

Posts. 
Don  Peter  Marin,  late  administrator  of  the 
same. 

ANDREW  LOPEZ  ARMESTO. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MOREAU  LISLEY,  InterprOer. 
New  Orleans,  July  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  the  retired  officers,  and  of  other  peiMiM  en- 
joyed in  the  ■errica  of  His  Catholic  Mm^ettj,  irks 
remain  in  this  Province  in  order  to  settle  thab  bad- 
ness, or  on  account  of  their  old  age  or  infirmities. 

1.  Don  Nicholas  d' Annoy,  colonel  of  the  roytl 
corps  of  artillery. 

2.  Don  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  coloinal. 

3.  Don  Peter  Favrot,  lieutenant  eoioQcd,  and 
captain  of  grenadiers,  with  a  royal  permianoaibr 
two  years. 

4.  Don  Manuel  Panzos,  captain. 

5.  Don  Francis  Rivas,  captain. 

6.  .Don  Joseph  Barmonde,  captain. 

7.  Don  William  Dupare,  captain. 

8.  Don  Lewis  Tudice,  lieutenant,  with  the  grade 
of  captain. 

9.  Don  Stephen  Lamorandier,  lieateaant,  widi 
the  ffrade  of  captain. 

10.  Don  Chariea  Morant,  a^jatant  genetalof 
militia. 

11.  Don  Charles  de  ViUiers,  first  UmiteQaBt  of 
militia*  with  a  royal  permisaioii  for  three  years. 

12.  Don  John  Vives,  first  lieutenant  of  militit, 
with  a  royal  permissipn  for  three  years. 

13.  Don  Peter  Faillon,  second  lieutenant  of 
militia. 

14.  Don  Joseph  Piernas,  second  lieatenmnt  of 
militia. 

15.  Don  Manuel  Soilleau,  second  lientenat  of 
militia. 

1 6.  Don  James  Fernandez,  second  Uentenant  of 
militia. 

17.  Don  Silvestre,  second  Ueatenant  of  militia 
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18.  Don  Henry  Darcancel,  officer  of  adminis- 
tration. 

NoT^— By  a  particnlar  feror  of  His  Majesty, 
the  widows  of  the  persons  employed,  who  are  en- 
joying of  pensions,  though  they  are  unable  to  go 
toPensacoia,  are  the  following: 

1.  Donna  Marquisite  Waths,  widow  of  ther 
Brigadier  Don  Manuel  Qayoso  de  Lemos,  late 
Governor  of  this  provincd 

2.  Mrs.  ViUemont. 

3.  Mrs.  B^ouligny. 

4.  Mrs.  Panis. 

5.  The  Baroness  de  Brouner. 

6.  Mrs.  Trevino. 

7.  Mrs.  0»VKat. 

8»  Donna.  Fran9ois  Trndeau. 
9.  Mrs.  Zespedes. 

Note. — There  was  a  small  number  of  retired 
sergeants  a  nd  privates  who  are  to  go  to  Baton 
RoQge  or  Pensacola. 

A.  L.  ARMESTO. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

M.  LISLKY,  IrUerpreter. 
Nbw  Orlbaks,  July  30, 1805. 

120  Miles  f  rom  New  Orleans, 

August  26, 1805. 

Sir  :  The  report  of  the  retrocession  to  Spain, 
of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  had  also 
prevailed  in  New  Orleans. 

The  evening  prior  to  my  departure,  beinsr  on  a 
visit  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  I  asked  nim  if 
he  kne^r  upon  what  authority  that  report  was 
circulated;  he  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
added,  that  he  had  understood  the  negotiation 
was  suspended,  and  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  left 
Madrid;  he  further  said,  that  the  Minister  of 
Stftte  (CeTallos)  had  informed  him,  the  Marquis, 
that  the  desire  of  the  Court  of  Spain  was  to  make 
"  the  Mississippi  rirer  the  boundary,  and  in  time 
it  was  expected  that  that  object  would  be  attain- 
ed J'  The  Marquis  delivers  himself  in  the  French 
knguage.  From  my  imperfect  knowledge  of 
FrendK  it  is  probable  I  may  hare  misunderstood 
•orne  ot  hie  expressions,  but  I  am  sure  I  have  given 
you  the  sobstanee  of  what  he  said.  The  prospect 
of  a  retro-cesnon  of  the  west  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, now  is,  and  has  always  been,  the  theme  of 
the  Spanish  officers  who  remain  in  this  territory, 
and  many  citizens  seem  to  view  it  as  an  event 
likely  to  nappen— an  impression  which  I  greatly 
regret,  since  it  tends  to  lessen  their  confidence  in 
toe  American  Government,  and  to  cherish  a  Span- 
ish party  among  us.  Next,  therefore,  to  a  ilhal 
adjustment  of  umits  with  the  Spanish  Qovem- 
ment,  I  most  desire  to  see  every  Spanish  officer 
removed  from  the  ceded  territory.  There  cer- 
tainly must  be  a  power  somewhere  vested,  to 
cause  to  be  executed  the  clause  in  the  treaty  which 
directs  "the  Spanish  forces  to  be  withdrawn,  with- 
in three  months,  from  the  ceded  territory,**  and  I 
should  indeed  be  pleased  to  have  it  hinted  to  me, 
that,  in  my  character  as  Commissioner  or  Gov- 
ernor, I  could,  on  this  occasion,  take,  if  necessary, 
compulsory  measures. 
9th  Con.— 38 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfblly^ 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Hon.  JABfiBs  Madison, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Glubome  to  tiie 
Becretfory  of  State,  dated 
New  Orleans,  October  24, 1805. 

Sir:  lam  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  embar« 
rassments  to  which  the  citizens  or  the  United 
States  are  subjected  who  navigate  the  Mobile 
river.    All  American  vessels  passing  by  the  town 

or  Mobile  are  brought  to,  and  a  duty  df per 

cent,  exacted  both  on  imports  and  exports.  These 
duties  are  even  required  on  articles  passing  to  and 
from  the  g^riaons  and  lactones  oi  the  United 
States.  I  have  addressed,  on  this  occasion^  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Morales,  by  whom^  it  is  said,  this  pro- 
ceeding was  authorized^  but  in  his  answer,  which 
was  this  morning  received,  he  professes  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  particulars,  and  declines  any 
interference  until  he  should  advise  upon  the  suV 
ject  with  the  Governor  of  West  Florida. 

I  have  certain  information  of  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  of  four  hundred  troops  from  Havana, 
and  that  a  much  larger  number  is  daily  expected. 
I  also  learn  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that 
three  hundred  men  are  ordered  from  Pensacola  to 
Baton  Rouge,  and  that  eight  hundred  Spanish 
troops  have  lately  been  posted  on  the  frontier  of 
the  Province  of  Texas.  It  is  a  fact  kuown  to  me, 
that  a  Spanish  agent  has  contracted  with  a  mer- 
chant of  this  city,  for  the  delivery  at  the  town  of 
Mobile,  of  four  thousand  barrels  of  flour ;  and  that 
this  same  agent  not  being  able  to  effect  a  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  four  thousand  pair  of  shoes  al 
Mobile^  has  purchased  a  quantity  of  leather.  The 
Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  being  absent  from  thii 
citv,  it  is  mv  intention  to  rei^uife  of  Grovernor 
Folch  an  explanation  of  the  object  ol  these  mili- 
tary movemeau.  I  flatter  myself  that  hostilities 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  may  be 
avoided,  and  that  an  honorable  adjustment  or  our 
difierences  may  ensue.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Spanish  a^nto  calculate  on  a  ^edy  rup- 
ture, and  are  making  all  the  preparations  which 
their  means  permit,  to  commence  the  war  in  this 
quarter  to  advantage.  New  Orleans  would,  un- 
questionably, be  the  first  object  of  attack;  an4 
with  a  view  to  its  security,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
see  Fort  St.  John  repaired,  and  put  in  a  state  of 
djefraeef  that  fort  comm^ds  the  month  of  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  and,  if  strengthened,  would  pre- 
sent a  ffreat  impediment  to  the  passage  of  troops 
from  rensacola  and  Mobile  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes  to  this  city ;  the  works  are  in  ruins,  but 
might  readily  be  repaired  and  made  defensible 
without  any  considerable  expenditure. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Harry  Touhnin*  Esq.,  Judge 
in  &e  Mississippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated 

July  6, 1805. 
"You  are  informed,  no  doubt,  that  all  the  ves- 
sels to  and  from  this  country,  even  though  bound 
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to  Fort  Stoddert,  and  clearing  out  from  Fort  Stod- 
dert  are  obliged  to  come  to  at  Mobile,  and  to  pay 
twelve  per  centoih  ad  valorem  on  their  cargoes, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Spanish  officers. 

"  Such  an  exaction  as  this,  ^ou  may  well  con- 
ceive, must  be  ruinous  to  this  country,  and  is, 
moreover,  the  source  of  perpetual  heart-burnings 
and  contention  between  our  citizens  and  the  sub- 
jects of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

"  There  are  two  vessels,  which  have  lately  un- 
dertaken, as  I  am  told,  to  pass  without  calling  at 
Mobile,  from  this  country,  laden  with  cotton.  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  unpleasant  consequences, 
but  will  infonn  you  of  the  result  when  acquaint- 
ed with  it." 

Extract  from  the  same  to  the  same. 

August  8, 1805. 
"  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  some  time  since, 
that  I  understood  that  a  vessel  then  lying  in  the 
river  was.  about  to  pass  the  Mobile  without  call- 
ing. Captain  Schuyler,  who  is  just  now  from 
Orleans,  tells  me  that  she  passed  Mobile  in  the 
night  i  that  the  Spaniards  were  exceedingly  irri- 
tated, and  threatened  to  imprison  the  owner  of 
the  carffo  on  his  return  from  Orleans,  and  to  con- 
fiscate tne  vessel,  if  she  ever  appeared  there  again. 
They  also  talked  of  building  a  gunboat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  vessels  to  stop." 

Eztrtct  from  the  same  to  the  same. 

October  11,  1805. 
^  Duties  are  still  rigorously  insisted  upon  at  Mo- 
bile, cargoes  unladS  and  inventorite  taken  of 
them,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  duties  to  be  paid. 
The  schooner  Cato,  which  went  down  the  river 
without  calling,  is  still  detained,  and  will  proba- 
bly be  confiscated,  if  not  her  cargo.  I  could  not 
eren  get  a  few  articles  belongioff  to  the  United 
States  from  on  board  of  her,  which  I  had  been  re- 

2 nested  to  apply  for  when  there,  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
^tnsmoor  and  Mr.  Chambers.  If  they  continue 
their  exactions,  this  countrv  must  inevitably  be 
ruined.  I  mean  that  the  settlements  will  be  aoaa- 
doned.  Many  are  now  preparing  to  go ;  some, 
probably  for  other  reasons,  but  the  greater  part,  I 
believe,  on  this  account.  And  most  who  go,  will 
become  subjects  of  the  Spanish  €k>v^nment." 

The  Governor  of  Mimaappi  Teiritofy  to  the  Seoetaiy 
of  Bute. 

Mississippi  Territory, 
Thwn  of  Washington^  Sept.  14,  1805. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  affidavits,  marked  No.  1  to  11 
inclusive,  will  inform  you  of  some  outrages  com- 
mitted within  this  Territory  by  two  Spanish  par- 
ties. The  letters  marked  No.  1  to  5,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Ellis,  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  which 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  take.  The  mes- 
senger with  my  letter  to  Governor  Orand  Pr6  has 
not  returned,  although  he  was  requested,  and  un- 
dertook to  be  back  by  this  morning.    I  have  not 


received  any  answer  to  my  despatch  to  yoii  on 
this  subject  of  the  14th  June. 

If.  sir,  I  am  to  risk  anything  on  this  occasioik,  it 
shall  be  in  defence  of  tne  liberties  and  the  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens,  and  in  support  of  the  honor 
and  independence  of  my  Governraeot;  and  I 
hope  the  measures  taken  and  advised  by  me,  wiQ 
not  be  found  adverse  to  the  views  of  the  Exeeu- 
tive  or  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours, 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  James  Maoison,  Sec  8taU* 

Affioavit,  No.  1. 
Mis89i$ippi  Territory,  WUkinson  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  .me,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  said  county,  Arthur  Cob^ 
jun.,  and  being  dulv  sworn,  according  to  law.  on 
his  oath  deposeth  that,  on  the  night  <^  the  3d  of 
September,  1805,  betnff  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Kemper,  or  otherwise  uie  tavern  of  the  Kempeis, 
between  the  hours  of  eleyen  and  twelve,  be  waken- 
ed from  his  sleep  by^  the  cry  of  murder  and  rob- 
bers. On  leaving  his  bed,  he  saw  a  man  in  aetaal 
contest  with  Samuel  Kemper;  on  proceeding  fur- 
ther, he  saw  another  man,  and  afterwards  one 
more,  and  all  being  armed  with  iDstmrnents  of 
death,  such  as  suns  and  pistols,  he  thought  proper 
to  retreat  to  call  assistance ;  that  afterwards  a  pis- 
tol was  found,  which  must  have  belonged  to  one 
of  those  men,  and  from  every  appearance,  he  be- 
lieved it  to  belong  to  Ira  Cook  Kneeland. 

ARTHUR  COBa  Jr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  one.  this  ^  dif 
September,  JOSHUA  BAKER,  J.  P. 

ArnnAvrr,  No.  2. 

Likewise,  as  sheet  No  1,  appeared  William 
Westbery,  and  deposeth,  that,  at  the  same  tiaw^ 
being  awakened  from  his  sleep  by  the  breakiag 
open  the  door — that  on  rising  ne  saw,  he  thnki, 
five  men,  in  the  act  of  beatinff  with  a  sticky  Sam- 
uel Kemper,  of  the  town  of  PinekneyriUe— that 
he  saw  them  drag  him  by^  the  hands,  heard  ci^e 
men  give  orders  to  tie  his  hands  with  a  rope- 
that  said  Samuel  Kemper  gave  the  err  of  murdei:, 
and  that  was  the  last  he  saw  or  heard  of  them. 
WILLIAM  WESTBRRT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  thb  3d  day  of 
September.  JOSHUA  BAKER,  7.  A 

Affioavit,  No.  3. 
Likewise,  at  the  same  time  appeared  before  me, 
James  Latta,  who  deposeth  on  oath,  that,  at  the 
same  hour,  being  just  awakened  by  some  man  re- 
questing to  see  Samuel  Kemper,  he  heard  then 
ask  for  whiskey,  and  being  asked  who  he  was» 
said,  a  friend;  that  they  then,  being  in  the  hom^ 
broke  open  the  door  of  said  Kemper's  private 
lodginff  room ;  that  he.  Latta,  attempting  to  rise, 
was  thrown  back  on  the  bed  bv  two  men,  wbo 
said  they  would  take  hb  Life  ir  he  spoke ;  that 
there  appeared  to  be  five  men  in  number,  and  all 
disguised  in  black  paint;  that  after  some  short 
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time  he  got  en  opportUDitj  of  escaping,  when  he 
wtot  for  aMistance,  and  beme  his  return  they  had 
borne  off  the  said  Samuel  Kemper,  and  he  saw 
them  no  more.  JAMES  LATTA. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  3d  day  of 
September.  JOSHUA  BAK£R,  J.  P. 

Affidavit,  No.  4. 
Wilkinson  County,  Mississippi  Harriiory: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  just- 
ices of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  Atkinson, 
Henry  Qamheart.  Richard  Richardson,  and  John 
Whitaker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to 
law,  on  their  oaths  depose,  that,  on  the  night  of 
the  3d  September,  1805,  being  at  the  house  of  Na- 
than Kemper,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pinckneyville, 
between  the  nours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  they 
heard  some  person  hail  the  house,  and,  on  being 
asked  two  or  three  times  who  thev  were,  they 
steadfastly  affirmed  it  was  Captain  Abrams.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  they  opened  the  door,  which 
swung  on  the  inside  of  the  house  and  was  fastened 
by  a  strinj^  on  the  inside.  Immediately  on  this, 
Reuben  ^mper  appeared  to  be  only  at  that  mo- 
ment awaked  from  his  sleep,  asked  who  was 
there?  when  they  immediately  seized  him,  draj;- 
^d  him  out  of  the  house  and  tied  him,  after  bruis- 
ing him  very  much  with  a  club  or  clubs. 

Almost  at  the  same  time,  they  dragged  Nathan 
Kemper  from  the  bed  wherein  he  lay  with  his 
wife,  and  tied  him  abo,  but  did  not  beat  him  as 
mucK  as  they  did  Reuben.  Said  Nathan  Kem- 
per requesting  to  see  his  wife,  was  refused  in 
Tery  rough  language;  she  likewise  Was  refused 
in  ker  request  of  seeing  her  husband.  On  Nathan 
Kemper's  asking  what  they  had  done  to  deserve 
such  treatment,  was  answered.  "  God  damn,  you 
have  ruined  our  country !"  which  he,  Atkinson, 
believes  to  be  the  American  territories  of  S|iaiii. 
That  the  said  Nathan  Kemper's  wife  received 
considerable  injury  from  the  violence  of  these 
men,  who  all  appeared  armed  with  guns,  pistols, 
or  clubs.  That  m  the  act  of  confining  the  above 
two  men,  they  cocked  and  uncocked  meir  guns  a 
reat  many  times,  and  ordered  every  man  in  the 
iouse  to  tell  his  name,  and  kept  a  strict  guard  at 
both  the  doors  of  the  house,  and  would  not  admit 
of  any  one  of  the  family,  or  any  one  that  did  not 
belonff  to  their  party,  passing  and  repassing,  as 
they  frequentlv  presented  their  guns  cocked,  and 
saia  they  would  blow  the  first  one  through  who 
attempted  to  oppose  them.  That  they  then  gave 
a  regular  military  word,  forward  march,  and  at 
the  second  word  of  command  they  proceeded  on 
their  way,  and  bore  off  both  Reuben  and  Nathan 
Kemper. 

The  neit  morning  they  saw  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood,  apparently  issuing  from  the 
wounds  of  Reuben  Kemper. 

JOHN  ATKINSON, 
HENRY  QAMHEART, 
RICHARD  RICHARDSON, 
JOHN  WHITAKER. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  third  day  of 
September.  JOSHUA  BA^R,  J.  P. 
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Affioavit,  No.  5. 
DsrrUory  of  Orleans^  Cknmty  of  Point  CoupSe: 
September  5,  1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  a  justice  or  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Couple,  Nathan  Kemi»er.  who  bein^  duly 
sworn,  declared  that,  on  the  nient  of  the  third  in- 
stant, as  he  believed,  between  tne  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  the  doors  of  his  house  were  forced 
open  by  a  party  of  armed  men,  amounting^  as 
well  as  he  could  ascertain,  to  the  number  of  eigh- 
teen or  twenty ;  that,  as  soon  as  the  party  had 
entered,  they  cried  surrender ;  seized  his  brother 
Reuben,  and  dragged  him  out  at  the  door ;  after  a 
struggle,  during  wnich  they  had  beat  him  with  a 
club,  and  so  choked  him  that  he  had  barely  power 
to  say,  *^  I  surrender !"  During  this  time,  a  part 
of  the  same  party  seized  the  deponent  by  differ- 
ent parts  of  tne  body  and  dragged  him  from  his 
bed,  where  he  lay  with  his  wife  and  child,  out 
through  the  door;  aAer  which,  he  heard  some  of 
the  party  who  remained  in  the  house  cry  out,  ^  If 
the  Ditcn  utters  another  word,  put  her  to  death  P 
Whereupon,  he  heard  k  blow  given  at  the  bed, 
and  though  he  freiiuently  called  to  his  wife,  to 
know  if  she  was  still  alive,  could  get  no  answer. 
After  the  deponent  and  his  brother  Reuben  had 
been  fast  bound,  thev  were  conducted  along  tha 
road  leading  to  HincKney  ville,  as  far  as  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Abraham  Horton,  being  still  within 
the  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  thence 
down  the  main  road  leading  towards  the  line  of 
demarcation.  At  some  smul  distance  above  the 
line  they  were  conducted  a  shmrt  way  into  the 
woods,  where  they  halted  a  considerable  time,ntt* 
til  he  heard  a  detachment  of  the  same  party  com- 
ing along  the  main  road,  to  whichk  they  were 
again  led  back  from  the  wood^  and  discovered 
their  brother,  Samuel  Kemper,  in  the  custody  of 
the  said  detachment.  From  thence,  they  were 
conveyed  across  the  line  of  demarcation,  and  de- 
livered to  Captain  Solomon  Alston,  by  whose 
party  they  were  put  on  board  a  pirougue,  at  Tu- 
nica landing,  under  a  guard  of  six  armed  men, 
who  said  their  orders  were  to  take  them  to  Baton 
Rouge,  and  there  deliver  them  at  the  fort.  From 
Tunica,  they  departed  about  daybreak,  and  as 
they  passed  along  by  the  shore  of  Point  Coup6& 
callea  out  that  they  were  American  citizens^  and 
clandestinely  taken  from  their  habitations  within 
the  Mississippi  Territory.  After  which,  ther 
were  rescued  by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  command- 
ant of  the  garrison  at  Point  Coup6e.  The  de- 
ponent further  says,  that,  among  those  who  sur- 
rounded his  house,  he  recognised  the  following 
persons:  Minor  Butler,  and  his  brother-in-law 
Ritchie,  Abraham  Horton.  and  several  of  said 
Horton's  neflnroes,  all  inhabitants  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory.  NATHAN  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  Decemberi 
1805.  EBENEZER  COOLEY.  J.  P. 

Affidavit,  No.  6. 
TWritory  of  Orleans,  County  of  Point  Cowpde: 
September  5,  1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer  Coolef 
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Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Point  Cou- 
p^,  Samuel  Kempegr,  who.  bein^  duly  sworn,  de- 
clared, that  on  the  night  or  the  3d  instant,  about 
the  hour  of  twelve,  as  he  beliered)  beinff  at  his 
house  in  the  town  of  Pinckney ville,  in  tne  Mis- 
dssippi  Territory,  be  heard  a  knocking  at  the  door, 
aad  asked  who  was  there  ?  An  answer  was  made, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  and  the  outer  door 
burst  open.  The  door  of  the  bedroom  was  then 
forced,  and  a  blow  made  at  the  bed  with  a  double- 
barrelled  gun.  Deponent  was  then  seized,  and 
bagged  out  of  the  bed  by  a  number  of  men,  who 
drew  him  into  the  room  which  they  first  entered, 
and  from  thence,  after  a  struggle,  into  tht  street. 
He  was  then  thrown  on  the  ^ouad,  and  a  rope 
was  tied  round  his  neck,  by  which  he  was  dragsed 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  He  was  then 
sufiered  to  stand  upright,  and  attempted,  by  crying 
out,  to  give  an  alarm,  upon  which  he  received  a 
adroke  of  a  pistol  on  the  head,  by  which  be  was 
atuwied.  The  rope  being  removed  from  his  neck 
i»  bis  arm,  he  was  compelled  to  run  for  the  space 
of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  after  which  he  was 
Ibroed  to  get  up  behind  a  man  on  horseback ;  a 
Begro,  who  ran  on  foot,  still  holding  the  rope  by 
wbicfa  his  wrist  was  tied.  He  was  then  led  along 
file  main  road  across  the  line,  and  delivered  to  a 
party  of  meUf  who  conducted  him  to  the  landing 
of  myou  Tunica.  Then  he  was  put  on  board  a 
pirogu^  with  his  two  brothers.  Reuben  and  Na- 
than Kemper,  and  conducted  down  the  riv^ 
towards  Baton  Rouge.  When  opposite  Point 
CoupN^e  they  gave  the  alarm,  and  were  reoeivai 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
8MI  of  Point  Coup^. 

SAMUEL  KKMPER. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  5lh  of  September,  1806. 
EBENEZER  COOLEY,  J.  P. 

An^DAviT,  No.  7. 
ilmitory  of  Orleans,  Cmmiy  ^  Point  Cowpis: 
Sbptbmber  5, 1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  of  tne  Peace  for  tbe  county  of 
Point  Couple,  Reuben  Kemper,  who,  beinc;  duly 
sworn,  declares,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  third  in- 
stant, about  the  hour  of  twelve,  bein^  at  the  house 
of  Nathan  Kemper,  within  about  two  miles  of 
Pinckney  ville,  witbm  the  limits  of  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory,  the  house  was  surrounded,  and  the  doors 
thereof  forced  open,  by  a  party  consisting  of  at 
least  nineteen  persons,  whereof  some  were  negroes, 
and  some  were  white  men  in  disguise.  That, 
•mong  the  latter,  be  recognised  and  personally 
knew  the  following  persons :  Louis  Ritchie,  Minor 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton.  James  Horton,  and  two 
other^  whose  nam^  he  did  not  recollect,  but  ex- 
pected soon  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  all  of  whom 
are  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and 
Marcus  Carr.  Jas.  Say,  Philip  Say,  and  others,  resi- 
ding within  the  Spanish  lines.  Of  the  negroes,  whose 
number  amounted  to  seven,  at  least  tnree,  whose 
names  are  William  or  Bill,  Nat,  and  Moses,  and 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  he  knew  I 
tgbe  thepr  operty  of  the  above*iiention«d  Abraham  I 


Horton.  That  the  said  party,  i^  of  whom  weie 
well  armed,  after  having  forced  their  way  into  te 
house,  violently  forced  him  from  his  bedroom,  after 
a  struggle  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  during  which 
he  received  several  violent  blows  on  the  bead  and 
face;  and,  after  having  torn  off  his  shirt  and  lied 
him  with  cords,  forced  him  over  the  line  into  the 
Spanish  territory,  where  they  delivered  him  up, 
with  his  two  brotners,  Nathan  and  Samuel  Kenk- 
per,  bound  in  the  same  manner,  to  Solomon  Alston, 
who  commanded  a  large  party  €i  armed  men* 
That  said  Alston  received  them  within  ten  or  fif- 
teen feet  of  the  line,  on  the  Spanish  skle;  tet 
from  thence  they  were  conveyed  to  the  Bayoa  oC 
Tunica  landing,  bound,  as  already  mentioned,  and 
nearly  naked,  where  they  were  put  on  board  a 
pirogue,  and  there  tied  all  three  together,  tiy  orden 
of  said  Alston.  That  said  pirogue  was  comman- 
ded by  William  Barker,  and  manned  by  Charles 
Stewart,  Adam  Bingaman,  John  Ratelifl^  Geofge 
Rowe,  and  John  Morris ;  that  they  departed  from 
the  Bayou  Tunica  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  day-break, 
where  said  William  Barker  had  orders  to  deliver 
the  prisoners  up  to  Governor  Grand  Pr6.  That, 
as  they  passed  along  the  shore  of  Point  Conp^ 
the  prisoners  found  means  to  declare  their  sitoa- 
tion  to  Doctor  Powles^  who  immediately  gave  in- 
formation thereof  to  Lieutenant  Wilson,  comman- 
dant 6f  the  garrison  at  Point  Coup6e.  That  Lien- 
tenant  Wilson  immediately  manned  his  boat, 
boarded  the  pirogue,  and  took  the  prisoners,  with 
those  who  conducted  them,  into  custody,  about  the 
hour  of  twelve  the  same  day. 

REUBEN  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  September,  1805. 

EBENEZER  COOLEY,  J.  P. 

AirioAviT,  No.  8. 
Territory  sfOrlewm^Comb^  of  Point  Cestpie: 
SfiPTBMBBB  5, 1805w 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Bbeneseer 
Cpole3^  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  councr  of 
Point  Coup€e,  Adam  Bingaman,  who,  bein^  only 
sworn,  declared,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  /a* 
stant,  at  a  very  late  nour,  he  was  one  oi  a  f^rtf 
commanded  by  a  Captain  Alston,  and  staaoned 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  line  of  demareatioa,  at 
the  Sjianish  side,  for  the  purpose,  as  declared  by 
Captain  Alston,  of  seizing  the  Kem^rs,  who  were 
expected  to  come  from  the  Amencan  territory. 
That,  at  the  distance  of  about  fif^y  yards  above 
the  line,  he  saw  a  party  approacn,  who  were 
hailed  hj  Captain  Alston,  to  whom  they  delivered 
three  prboners.  The  party,  to  which  deponent 
belonged,  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Alston  to 
conduct  the  prisoners  to  Bayou  Tunica,  where  the 
prisoners  were  put  on  board  a  pirogue,  and  order- 
ed off  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  about  day-break  on  the 
4th.  That,  as  they  were  passing  opposite  the  post 
at  Point  Couple,  their  pirogue  was  boarded  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  with  a  party  of  his  men, 
who  took  the  prisoners  and  their  conductors  into 
custody.  ADAM  BINGAMAN. 

Done  before  me, 

EBENEZfiR^OOL&Y.  J.  P. 
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AfTtDATIT,  No.  9. 

Territory  of  OrleanBj  County  of  Point  Coupie: 
September  5, 1805. 
Oa  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Poiot  Coap6e,  William  Barker,  who,  beiog  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  declared : 

That,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  he  was  one 
of  a  party  of  militia  commanded  by  Captain  Als- 
ton, which  party  was  stationed  for  about  two 
hoars  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion, on  the  Spanish  side.  That  they  heard  ^, 
noise  which  was  made  a  short  distance  aboye  the 
line,  and  soon  after  saw  a  party  cross  the  line, 
who  delivered  to  Captain  Alston  three  prisoners, 
whose  names  were  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel 
Kemper.  Captain  Alston  ordered  the  prisoners 
to  be  immediaitely  conducted)  to  the  Bayou  Tu- 
i^ea,  where  they  were  pnt  into  a  pirogue,  to  be 
conveyed  to  Baton  Rouse;  that  deponent  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Alston  to  keep  a  strict 
watch  on  them,  and  to  give  them  no  opportunity 
of  etoamng  untU  he  should  deliver  them  at  the 
fort  of  Baton  Rouge;  that, as  deponent  was  pass- 
ing opposite  the  garrison  of  Point  Couple,  his 
"lirogue  was  taken  by  a  superior  force  commanded 
y  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
son of  Point  Coup6e,  who  took  into  custody  the 
Prisoners  and  the  party  by  whom  they  were  con- 
ucted. 

WILLIAM  BARKER. 
Sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  September, 
1805, 

EBENEZER  COOLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Apfidavit,  No.  10. 
Mismtippi  Terriiory^ee: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  William  Flanagan,  jr., 
of  Wilkinson  county.  In  said  Territory,  person- 
ally appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the 
superior  judges  for  said  Territory,  and  being  of 
lawful  age,  upon  hb  oath  deposeth  and  saith^that 
Lieateaant  Glascock  and  a  party  of  twelve  light 
horffCL  being  a  part  of  Captain  Jones's  company  or 
W|tiadr<m  of  Spanish  light  horse,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  dlst  day  of  August  last,  came  over  the  Hne 
of  demarcation  to  this  deponent's  hofuse,  which  is 
OB  the  Tiehfau  creek,  about  two  miles  above  the 
line,  and  took  him  and  his  wife  and  carried  them 
about  five  miles  below  the  line,  and  kept  them 
Qnder  guard  all  night,  and  next  morning  dismiss- 
ed his  wife,  who  was  taken  home  bv  her  brother, 
who  had  been  sent  oat  after  them  by  her  father. 
That  after  she  was  dismissed,  ther  carried  this 
deponest  fifteen  miles  further,  and  told  him  he 
must  go  to  jail  or  give  up  his  horse.  He  refused 
to  five  up  his  horse,  tilt  they  cocked  their  guns 
and  pistols  all  round  him,  there  being  eight  of 
them  then  present,  and  said  he  must  pay  them 
their  expenses,  give  up  his  horsey  or  go  to  jaiL 
He  replied  that  he  had  rather  lose  his  horse  than 
go  to  jail.  Whereupon  they  took  his  horse,  bridle. 
4uid  saddle^  and  dismissed  him,  and  he  returnea 


home  on  foot  The  aames  of  the  m«n  who  com*- 
posed  said  party  of  ei^ht  horse  were,  John  Glaa* 
cock  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Le  Near,  also  an  offi«> 
eer,  Abraham  Jones,  son  of  the  Captain,  Kennadf, 

William  Lee^  John  Bates, Hale.  Obiel  Breww 

er,  — «-  Connor,  and  the  names  of  the  others  b^ 
does  not  recollect ;  and  further  says  that  mtost  <d 
the  party  were  formerly  American  refugees,  who 
fled  to  the  Spanish  cotmtry,  and  further  saith  nol 
WILLIAM  FLANAGAN, 
his  X  mark* 

Taken  this  seventh  day  of  •September,  1805,  at 
the  town  of  Washington,  in  the  Territory  arar^ 
said,  before 

THOMAS  RODNBr. 

NoTB. — The  within  deponent,  Thomas  Holden, 
says,  that  it  was  reported  that  William  PlansLgatii 
sr.,  nad  killed  a  certain  John  Sharp,  as  within 
mentioned,  and  had  fled  from  the  Spanish  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  his  wife,  after  he  had  fled, 
abo  left  the  country,  and  brought  their  stock  and 
goods  above  the  line,  and  left  them  in  the  care  of 
William  Fknagan,  jr.,  who  is  nephew  to  Wil- 
liam Flanagan,  sr.,  and  son-in-law  to  said  Thomas 
Holden,  and  that  this  was  the  only  pretext  the 
Spanish  liffht  horse  had  for  coming  above  tha 
line  and  behaving  as  they  did. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

AFFinAviT,  No.  U. 
MistitBrippi  ThrritoryfSB: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Thomas  Hoiden.  sr.,  ot 
the  county  of  Wilkinson,  in  said  Territory,  pe»> 
sonaMy  aftpeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of 
the  supertor  judges  of  said  Territory^  and  beinff 
sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  lives  in  san 
covmty,  on  the  Tiehfau,  about  half  a  mile  abova 
the  line  af  demarcation,  upon  land  whioh  h4 
olaifltis  by  pre^inptipn,  and  now  coltivates ;  that 
on  the  afteraomi  of  the  21st  day  of  August  laak 
Lieutenant  John  Qlascoek  and  twdye  men  oftki 
Spanish  light  horse,  part  of  Captain  Joa»'s  com^ 


lived  about  seven  miles  below  the  lin^  in  tlM 
Spanish  territory,  and,  as  they  said,  had  killed 
a  certain  Joseph  Sharp,  also  a  Spanish  subject^ 
and  said  ther  were  in  pursuit  of  said  Flanagan^ 
and  inqnirea  of  this  deponent  if  he  had  sees 
Flanagan,  or  if  he  knew  where  he  was.  This 
deponent  replied,  that  he  had  not  seen  him  £bt 
six  months,  but  heard  that  Flanagatn  andhisfim^ 
ily  had  gone  up  the  Bayou  Pierre.  When  said 
comoany  came  up.  thb  deponent  was  sitting  on 
his  fence,  about  fifty  yards  from  his  house,  and 
after  what  had  passed,  as  before  related,  an  officer 
among  them,  by  the  name  of  Le  Near,  ordered 
this  deponent  to  go  tt^  his  own  house,  saying  that 
he  should  put  him  and  his  family  mid^r  gaaird. 
To  which  this  deponent  replied,  mat  he  would 
not  be  put  under  ffuard  by  him  unleas  he  had  an* 
tboritr  from  the  United  States  or  the  officers  of 
this  Territory  to  do  so.  Whereupon  the  officer 
drew  his  swpvd, or  dirk,  and. threatened  to  nm 
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this  deponeDt  through  in  to  instaat  if  be  did  not 
•abmit.  Then  one  of  the  company  cocked  his 
pistol^  but  8aid  nothing.  Then  Qlascock  came 
Qp  with  a  rifle  in  hit  hand,  and  ordered  this  de- 

Eonent  to  go  along  instantly,  or  he  would  make 
im.  This  deponent  replied,  that  he  would  not 
go :  that  they  bad  no  business  abore  the  line,  and 
ordered  them  to  go  below,  where  they  belonged. 
Le  Near  replied  to  this,  that  his  authority  was 
above  the  line  as  well  as  below.  Damn  the  line, 
he  did  not  regard  it,  and  other  words  to  that  pur- 
pose. After  this,  the  party  went  ofi^  ^Q^  ^^^  ^bi> 
deponent.  But  Wore  they  went  ofil  two  of  this 
deponent's  sons  came  up,  and  he  told  them  what 
hi(d  passed,  and  ordered  them  to  go  to  the  house 
and  get  the  guns,  and  they  would  kill  all  the 
damned  Spaniards,  for  they  had  no  business  above 
the  line ;  and  upon  saying  this  the  party  left  him. 
And  he  further  saith  not. 

THOMAS  HOLDEN,  Sr. 

Taken  this  7th  day  of  September,  1805..  at  the 
town  of  Washington,  in  saio  Territory,  before 
THOMAS  BROWN. 

No.  1. 
Goremor  of  the  Mississippi  Territoxy  to  his  Excellen- 
cy Charles  de  Grand  Pr6. 

Town  op  Wabhinoton, 
Miuisnppi  Terriiary^  Sept,  6, 1805. 

Sir  :  I  was  informed  that  a  number  of  armed 
men,  subjects  of  the  Kin|r  of  Spain,  on  the  3d 
instant,  entered  this  Territory,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pinekneyville,  and  there  with  force  and 
violence  seized  three  persons  by  the  name  of  Kem- 
per, abused  them  in  an  inhuman  manner,  tied  and 
earried  them  into  your  territory,  and  threatened 
eonsiderable  outrages  to  others  in  the  same  netgh- 
Iborhood.  This  conduct,  sir,  does  not  comport 
with  that  good  understanding  and  friendly  dispo- 
aition  supposed  to  exist  between  our  Governments. 
Neither  u  such  conduct  to  be  tolerated  by  a  Gov- 
ernment which  is  influenced  in  all  its  relations 
with  others  by  a  regard  to  justice  and  national 
fiuth,  especial! V  one  so  ample  in  resources  to  do 
Juatice  to  itself,  and  to  cootimand  respect  from 
others,  as  the  United  States. 

This  letter,  sir,  is  despatched  to  you  by  a  spe- 
cial messenger,  in  ordei^tbat  your  Eicellency  may 
be  speedilv  advised  of  this  unaccountable  trans- 
action, ana  provide  against  similar  outrages  and 
their  conseo uences ;  as  also  to  afford  me  some  ex- 
planation of  the  ohe  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
letter.    lam,  with  great  respect,  dbc 

R.  WILLIAMS. 

No.  2. 
Lieutenant  Wilson  to  Governor  Williams. 

Point  Coupbb.  Sept,  5, 1806. 
Sir:  1  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  you  a 
atatement  respecting  the  rescue  of  the  Kempers 
from  a  party  of  Spanish  subjects.  Information 
was  given  to  me  that  Kemper  and  several  Ameri- 
cans were  taken  by  force  of  arms  from  their  resi- 
danee  at  Pinckneyville,  by  a  party  of  Spaaiah 


subjects,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Baton  Rouse. 
I  immediately  manned  the  boat,  and  took  uia 
Kempers,  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel,  together 
with  the  ^uard,  prisoners,  who  I  have  in  confine- 
ment, and  shall  keep  them  so  until  I  receive  or- 
ders from  the  proper  authority  for  their  release. 
I  have  had  taken  the  depositions  of  the  Kempen^ 
and  two  of  their  guards,  which  I  enclose  you. 
My  force  is  weak,  and  I  expect  an  attack  nom 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  shall^  however, give 
them  as  heartj  reception  as  the  sitaatton  of  my 
force  will  admit  of.  As  Governor  Clatborae  is,  I 
presume,  with  you,  I  hope  you  will  eonsnli  with 
him,  ana  let  me  know  as  speedily  as  poestble  what 
is  to  be  done.  I  have  wrote  Cfaptain  Sparks,  at 
Fort  Adams,  to  send  a  reinforcement,  as  I  think 
the  good  of  the  service  really  requires  it. 
I  have  the  honor,  dbc., 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
Lieutenant  CbmmakdUmL 

No.  3. 

Captain  l^paiks  to  the  dovemor  of  the  Miasiaaifl 
Territoiy. 

Fort  Adams,  Sept.  7, 1805. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  despatches 
from  Captain  Wilson,  at  Point  Couple.  Ific 
should  be  your  wish  to  have  the  party  therein  r^ 
ferred  to  taken  to  this  place,  to  be  delivered  over 
to  the  civil  authority,  the  command  of  one  subal- 
tern and  twenty-five  men  I  have  sent  from  tkta 
post  to  reinforce  Captain  Wilson  will  be  instructed 
to  execute  it.    I  am,  Ac, 

R.  SPARKS, 
Captain  QnnmandimL 

No.  4. 

The  Governor  of  the  MvMisiippi  Territoir  to  Lieutea* 
ant  Wilson,  commandant  at  Pmnt  Coi^^e. 

Wasbinoton,  Miaaisdippi  TsaarroaT, 

September  9,  l&a^ 
Sir:  I  this  moment  received  your  despatch 
dated  the  5th  instant,  informing  me  of  yoor  hav- 
ing taken  and  confined  a  Spanish  party,  whick 
had  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant  forcibly  tikea 
from  this  Territory  the  three  Kempers,  whom  the 
party  had  in  their  possession  when  you  took  them. 
Your  conduct,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  merits  appc^ 
batioo,  so  far  as  I  am  informed  of  it. 

I  request  that  you  will,  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, have  conveyed  to  this  Territory  the  whole 
oif  the  offending  party,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  authority  ;  also  the  Kempers.  I  request  yo« 
will  deliver  them  at  Fort  Adams,  where  fartJMff 
orders  will  remain.  Captain  Sparks  has  informed 
me  the  reinforcement  he  sent  you  will  act  also  as 
a  guard  for  the  above  purpose. 

1  enckxie,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  aa 
order  which  I  have  this  day  issued  in  consequence 
of  these  outrages,  and  others  committed  on  die 
line  eastwardly  from  Pinckneyville. 
lam,  4c. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 
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No.  6. 

The  Governor  of  the  MiBsUappi  Territory  to  Captain 
Sparks,  conunanding  at  Fort  Adama. 
•   Natchbz,  SepUmber  9, 1805, 

Ten  o^dock  at  nigJU. 
Sir:  As  I  wts  startioff  from  Washin^n  to 
Uiis  place,  I  received  your  Tetter  of  the  7th  instant, 
with  a  despatch  from  Captain  Wilson. 

My  answer  to  Captain  Wilson  I  have  sent  open 
for  yoar  perusal,  which  I  pray  you  to  forward 
immediately. 

'  I  request  that  you  will  retain  and  safely  keep 
under  military  authority  the  party  that  may  be 
sent  to  you,  agreeably  to  my  directions  to  Cap- 
tain Wibon,  until  they  are  received  by  the  civil 
authority.  Accept  my  hearty  approbation  of  jrour 
and  Captain  Wilson's  attention  on  this  occasion. 
I  am,  dbc. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 


No.  6. 
The  Governor  of  the  MiBsissippi  Territory's  orders  to 
Colonel  Ellis,  of  the  5th  regiment  of  the  miUtia  of 
said  Territory. 

Head  ftuARTEss,  Washinqton, 

Mississippi  Territort, 
SepUmber  9, 1805. 
Sir:  Ton  will, on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  im- 
mediately assemble  from  your  regiment  the  fol- 
lowing aetachment  for  duty,  viz :  two  captains, 
two  lieutenants,  two  ensigns,  eight  sergeant^  eight 
corporals,  two  drummers,  or  bugle- horsemen,  and 
eighty-two  privates,  to  compose  two  equal  com- 
panies. They  are  to  be  well  atrmed,  and  supplied 
with  twelve  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  Not 
having  the  state  of  your  regiment  by  actual  re- 
turn, it  must  rest  with  yourself  from  which  bat- 
tallion  you  are  to  detach  them.  This  detachment 
is  to  act  as  a  patrol  near  and  alon^  the  line  of  de- 
marcation, to  prevent  or  check  irregularities  of 
every  kind.  They  are  to  rendezvous  at  Pinck- 
neyville,  from  whence  they  will  be  detached  to 
their  diffsrent  posts.  As  soon  as  they  are  assem- 
bled, a  return  of  them  will  be  made,  naming  the 
commissioned  officers,  and  reporting  the  strength 
and  the  state  of  arms,  dbc.,  and  forward  to  the 
inspector  at  this  place,  when  you  will  receive  fur- 
ther orders.  In  the  mean  time,  the  detachments 
will  be  active  as  patrols,  examining  all  equivocal 
characters  passing  the  line  below,  and  especially 
if  by  night,  stopping  and  securing  any  armed  par- 
ties improperly  passing  the  lines,  as  in  some  late 
instances ;  and,  m  short,  afiTordiog  all  proper  pro- 
tection in  their  power  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  their  property.  The  better  to  effect 
this,  one  captain,  and  his  command,  will  be  de- 
tached to  the  eastern  part  of  the  line  tb  be  guard- 
ed, and  take  post  on  or  near  the  Tiehfau,  from 
whence  the  communication  must  be  kept  up  to 
meet  the  patrol  detached  from  post  near  the  west 
end  of  the  line. 

Every  occurrence  worthy  of  note  can  and  must 
be  communicated  in  this  way  to  the  senior  cap- 
tain, whose  post  will  be  in  or  near  Pinckney  viUe ; 


and  who  will  report  either  direct  to  head-qvartera^ 
or  to  the  inspcKstor's  office.  Should  any  hostile 
attempt  be  made,  either  on  the  citizens,  property^ 
or  the  detachment  on  duty,  force  must  be  repelleo 
with  force.  R-  WILLIAMS. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Williams,  Esq.,  Gov- 

emor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  ot 

Stote. 

Mississippi  Territory, 

Washington,  Oct.  1,  IBOS. 

By  my  communication  of  the  14th  ultimo,  yoiri 
were  informed  of  some  outrages  committed  within 
this  Territorv,  near  the  Spanish  line,  and  of  the 
steps  I  had  taken  in  relation  thereto. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  fur- 
ther information.  Governor  Grand  Pr^'s  letter  in 
answer  to  mine  of  ths  6th  ultimo,  and  my  reply 
to  him,  marked  and  numbered  1  and  2;  also  the 
documents  marked  1,  2,  and  3,  which  will  inform 
you  of  the  further  steps  taken  in  this  affair. 

The  military  praitroi  which  I  ordered  out  on  the 
line  were  or^nized  and  disbanded,  on  holding 
themselves  in  readiness,  and  places  appointed  to 
rendezvous  under  a  standing  order  to  the  officers 
commanding,  to  check  any  disorders  that  might 
appear. 

i  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  things 
in  that  quarter  have  become  very  quiet  and  settl^, 
which  I  believe  would  not  have  been  the  case  but 
for  the  measures  which  were  pursued. 

Some  of  our  citizens  were  concerned  in  this 
business,  and  are  bound  over  to  court  for  prose* 
ctttion. 

[Endosures  accompanying  the  above.] 
GoTemor  Grand  Pr6  to  Governor  Williams. 

Baton  Rougr,  Sept.  9, 1805.  • 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter, 
dated  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  extraordinary 
event  that  happened  at  Pinckneyville,  on  the  3d 
instant,  viz:  the  assault  on  the  three  brothers, 
KemperSj  bv  persons  unknown,  and  disguised,  it 
is  said,  m  black,  who  conducted  them  on  that 

Srt  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
ajesty  to  commit -to  my  charge.  The  occur* 
rence  is  singular,  and  of  which  I  bad  no  informa- 
tion till  the  night  between  the  7th  and  8th,  by  one 
of  the  commanders  of  the  patrols,  who,  since  the 
inroads  committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti, 
headed  hy  the  Eempers,  have  been  stationed  near 
the  frontiers  and  within  the  interior  settlement  of 
Feliciana.  The  first  gave  me  information  under 
date  of  the  5th,  that,  by  night,  he  met  with  a  party 
of  men  disguised  and  armed,  who  were  conduct- 
ing three  others,  whom  they  immediately  aban- 
doned, and  retired  with  precipitation  the  same 
way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come,  without 
uttering  a  single  word ;  his  first  care  was  to  se- 
cure the  persons  of  the  three  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kempers,  and  immediately  had  them 
conducted  to  Bayou  Tunica,  there  to  be  embarked 
under  an  escort,  and  delivered  at  my  disposal ;  he 
added  that,  on  the  way,  the  escortj^as  stopped  by 
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actud  force,  on  tbe  rirer,  very  near  the  en^era 
nhore,  by  Captain  Wilson,  militerv  conunaiidant 
4it  PoiDt  Couple,  where  il  is  said  tne  eseoct  is  de- 
fined, and  also  the  Kempers.  The  commander 
"Of  the  patrol  ako  declares  that  it  was  impossil^ie 
for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  persons  who 
iDrought  and  abandoned  the  said  Kempers,  owinff 
^o  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  their  disguise,  and 
<heir  very  prompt  departure. 

This  is  all  the  io^formation  I  have  as  yet,  but 
liave  despatched  an  express  to  procure  a  more 
ample  knowledge  respecting  this  strange  and  mys- 
terious violation. 

It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  m3r8elf,  that  I  shoitld 
express  what  pains  our  Government  has  taken, 
-  and  how  unceasingly  scrupulous  it  has  been  to 
maintain  and  constantly  to  preserve  with  that  of 
the  United  States  that  gocKl  understanding  and 
harmony,  which  it  ought  to  be  impossible  for  a 
few  intriguing  perfidious  adventurers,  thirsting 
after  revenge  for  private  animosities,  to  interrupt. 
Of  this  I  hope  your  Excellency  is  fully  convinced, 
and  upon  this  principle  you  will  approve  the  effi- 
oajcioos  measures  I  am  about  to  take  for  the  extir- 
pation of  this  disorder,  which  has  risen  to  its  full 
height  on  the  territory  of  this  Government — dis- 
order, confusion^  violations,  outrages,  plunder,  in- 
sult to  the  magistrate ;  dragging  him  by  a  rope 
Tound  his  neck ;  attempts  on  the  flag  of  the  Kinf 
my  master,  and  now  the  violation  committed  with 
the  KemperSj  (authors  of  all  the  above  mentioned,) 
on  the  Government  of  your  Excellency. 

After  thi$  explicit  narrative,  I  hope  your  Ex- 
^aeltency  will  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for 
the  return  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  escorting 
the  three  prisoners,  as  they  are  absolute  strangers 
to  all  the  circumstances  oi  this  business.  I  claim 
them  from  your  Excellency's  justice,  considering 
their  detention  as  ille^l,  as  also  that  of  the  pris- 
onera  they  were  conaueting,  these  having  been 

Skea  within  this  Territory,  where  a  most  sm^u- 
r  event  had  brought  them,  and  I  cannot  imas me 
what  could  -have  been  the  design  of  the  authors 
of  this  plot;  saving,  however,  for  a  subsequent 
4etermination  respecting  the  legality  of  a  capture 
made  under  such  singular  circumstances. 
i  have  the  honor  to  be, 

CHARLES  DE  GKAND  PRE. 
Most  Excellent  R.  Wiluams. 

Governor  WiDiamfl  to  Governor  Grand  Pr*,  m  answer. 
Washington,  Sept  30, 1805. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant^  ia  answer 
to  mine  of  the  6th>  I  received  some  days  ago ;  but 
the  equivocal  manner  with  which  you  treated  the 
subject  of  my  letter  aflbrded  little  or  no  ipforma- 
tion.  and  rendered  it  expedient  to  delay  an  answer 
until  1  should  obtain  such  information  relative 
thereto  as  would  enable  me  to  treat  the  subject 
with  that  candor  which  our  respective  situations 
require,  and  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  Qov- 
ernments  demand. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  under- 
stood that  the  three  Kempers  were  retaken  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  near  Point  Couple,  where] 


they,  together  with  the  Spanish  goard,  were  de- 
tained. I  gave  orders  for  the  removal  of  them 
and  their  escort  to  Fort  Adams^  within  this  Ter- 
ritory. They  have  all  been  delivered  orer  to  the 
civil  authority  for  examiaationj  as  to  their  rap- 
posed  offences  committed  within  this  Territory, 
or  that  m%ht  be  cognizable  by  the  civil  authority 
thereof;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  infona 
you,  that  the  outrages  which  were  the  anbjeet  of 
my  letter  to  yon  of  the  6th  instant,  ai^pm*  to  have 
been  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  combination  with  the  subjects  of  Spain,  reai^ 
ing  within  the  jurisdiction  d  our  respective Qov- 
ernments,  all  of  whom  are  liable  to  be  paaiiAiai 
under  the  authority  and  lawsof  the  Uuted  8lMs 
and  of  this  Territory.  It  ako  appear*  that  the 
six  persons,  subjects  of  Spain,  composing  the  «»• 
cort,  to  wit :  William  Barker,  Charles  Stewart 
John  Morris,  John  RatclifiJ  Gkorge  Row,  and 
Adam  Biagaman,  were  aeoessories  and  coo^der- 
ates  with  the  offending  party,  and  might  have 
been  le^lly  treated  as  such  by  this  Government ; 
but  being  desirous  to  keep  alive  and  promote  that 
harmony  and  good  understanding  between  te 
Govemmentt)f  the  United  States  and  that  of  Hb 
Catholic  Majesty,  and  also  because,  from  the  scep- 
tical style  of  yonr  letter,  it  is  not  clear  whether 
the  act  was  authorized,  I  have  caused  those  ^ 
men,  composing  the  escort;  to  be  liberated,  and 
safely  conducted  to  the  territory  possessed  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty.  The  Kempers,  of  whom  your 
Excellency  complains  as  having  been  the  origiaal 
authors  ot  these  outrages,  I  have  caused  to  te 
bound  to  their  good  behaviour,  and  to  keep  the 
peace  towards  your  Government,  its  sulvuects,  do. 

It  is  also  proper  I  should  inform  yonr  Bxccuen- 
cy,  that,  in  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  letter 
of  the  6th  instant  to  you,  I  received  inlbrmatioi 
that,  some  days  before,  a  party  of  twelve  men, 
armed,  commanded  by  laeutenant  GHascock,  part 
of  Captain  Jones's  company  of  Spanish  iight-horaa 
entered  this  Territory  in  the  nei^hborbood  (V 
Tiehfau  creek,  and  there  threatened  consideiaUe 
abuse  of  some  of  the  inhabitants ;  seized  and  tar- 
ried by  force,  from  their  house  of  dwelling,  a  maa 
by  the  name  of  William  Flanagan,  jr.,  aad  km 
wife,  into  the  territory  possessed  by  His  Cathotie 
Majesty,  whom  tboy  detained  a  consideiaUe  tioia, 
and,  on  their  releasement,  took  and  kept  a  hone, 
bridle,  and  saddle,  belonging  to  the  said  Flana* 
gan,  and  which  I  am  intormed  have  been  sinee 
sold  under  the  orders  of  an  officer  of  yoar  Gov- 
ernment. I  request  your  Excellency  will  ia^atie 
into  this  affair,  and  give  me  an  answer  as  soon  aa 
convenient. 

I  trust  the  lenient  measures  which  I  havo  eaaaed 
to  be  pursued  upon  this  occasion  will  be  dnly  ap> 
preciated,  and  attributed  to  the  proper  Biotives ; 
and  that  your  Excellency  will  unite  with  me  a 
adopting  such  measures  as  wiU  prevent  simikr 
occurrences  in  future. 

Your  Excellency  demands  of  me  the  three  Kenup- 
ers  as  your  prisoners,  taken,  as  you  say,  ^within  thv 
iurisdiction,  where  the  most  singular  event  had 
brought  them."  Permit  me,  sir«  without  criticia^ 
ing  on  the  merits  of  this  demand,  wiuch  il  it  at 
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BOseepUbl^  of,  to  barely  suggest,  as  a  reason  for 
my  noQ-com|diaDce,  the  eoasequeDces  whicb 
voaid  necessarily  flow  from  a  compliance  with 
demands  made  under  such  circumstances,  and 
founded  on  transactions  of  this  kind. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  <Scc. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Hn  Eacc'f  Chas.  Db  Qraks  Pre. 

Washington,  Sept.  23, 1805. 
Sir  :  Finding  you  had  Mi  this  when  I  returned 
ftoiaNa«cb«z,  Mr.  Shields  follows  with  my  orders 
to  Captain  Sparks,  commandivg at  the  fort.  En- 
closed is  ft  copy  of  my  leuer  to  him,  indicatiye  of 
the  wish  of  the  Executive  of  this  Territory  on 
the  occasion,  which  I  trust  will  be  com^tible 
with  the  civil  authority. 
I  am,  obc. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 
Jadge  RoDNET. 

Washington,  Sspt.  28, 1805. 

Bm :  I  hare  receiTed  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant,  informing  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  pris- 
oners from  Point  Ooupde,  at  Fort  Adams. 

I  request  that  they  may  all  be  delivered  over  to 
Judge  Rodney,  or  some  justice  of  the  peace,  to  be 
examined  as  to  any  offences  they  may  have  com^ 
nutted  within  the  Itmttsof  this  Territory,  or  that 
may  be  eognizabk  by  the  civil  authority  thereof. 

The  Spanish  subjects,  to  the  number  of  six,  as 
I  am  inmmed,  shotud  they  be  disoharged  by  the 
civil  authority.  I  request  that  you  will  cause  them 
to  be  escorted  oy  a  sufficient  guard,  to  the  line  di- 
viding this  Territory  from  that  pc^essed  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  there  liberated,  and  suffered  to 
pass  into  Jhis  junsdiction. 

As  to  the  Kempers,  I  presame  they  witt  be  dealt 
with  as  the  law  will  authorize ;  ana  my  ho|)e  is, 
^at  they  may  be  bound  to  their  good  behaviour, 
and  to  Mep  the  peace,  as  well  towards  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  as  the  subjects  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty. 

Accept  my  beet  respects,  dtc. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Capt.  Richard  Sparks, 

MilUary  Cmmandani  ai  Fori  Adam$. 

Town  of  Washington,  Sept  30, 1805. 
DuAS  Sir:  Oh  the  35th  or  26th  of  this  insteut, 
i  made  examination  into  the  truth  of  the  outran 
committed  ia  this  Territory,  at  and  near  Pinck- 
ney  viUe,  on  the  niffht  of  the  3d  of  this  instant,  ou 
the  persons  of  Reimn,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per. This  outrage  appears  to  have  been  commit- 
ted by  a  combiaation  of  persons^  some  retidiag 
^ove,  and  some  below,  the  line  of  deaiaroatiou. 
Among  them  was  a  DoelM  Bonner,  a  Heary 
Flower,  son  of  Doctor  Flower^and  a  BIr.  McDerw 
mot,  who  were  active  above  the  Une,  aad  ase  said 
to  re»de  bel*w»  The  party,  eomposed  of  twelve 
white  men  and  seven  negroes,  ir^  assaulted  and 
broke  the  house  of  Nathan  Kemper,  and  seised 
«Ml  tied  him  and,  his  brothtr  Reuheu;  thea  a 


part  of  them  went  to  the  house  of  Samuel  Kemi* 
per,  broke  into  his  room,  and  took  and  tied  him 
also;  and  the  two  parties  met  again  near  th^ 
line,  and  went  in  cQmnaoy  on  the  high  road 
till  they  got  a  few  feet  below  the  line,  where  Cap 
tain  Alston,  with  a  party  of  twelve  men,  lay  in 
wait,  and  marched  out  of  the  bushes  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  Kempers;  at  the  instant,  all  the 
other  party  dispersed  and  run  o(L  Alston  and 
his  psrtY  then  conducted  the  Kempers  down  to 
Bayou  Tunica  landing,  and  put  them  on  board  of 
a  boat,  and  ordered  six  of  his  men,  to  wit,  Wil- 
liam Barker,  Charles  Stewart,  John  Morris,  John 
RatclifiT,  George  Rowe,  and  Adam  Bingaman,  to 
take  them  down  to  Baton  Rouge.  On  their  way 
down,  when  they  got  opposite  the  American  gar- 
rison  at  Point  Couple,  the  boat  was  taken  by 
Captain  Wilson,  the  Kempers  released,  and  the 
Spanish  subjects  made  prisoners.  It  appearing, 
on  examination  of  the  Kempers,  that  the  six  per- 
sons last  mentioned  had  not  acted  above  the  une, 
they  were  liberated,  as  will  appear  by  a  document 
I  enclose.  None  of  the  Spanish  subjects  that 
were  active  in  the  outrage  above  the  line  were 
taken  into  custody:  but  i?  they  had  been  in  cus- 
tody^ they  would  have  been  detained  for  trial. 
And,  indeed,  it  was  so  evident  that  the  party  be- 
low the  line  were  acting  confederate  with  those 
id>ove,  had  they  not  been  the  subjects  of  a  (gov- 
ernment in  Smity  with  us,  the  six  persons  dis- 
charged might  have  been  legally  detained  until 
due  satisfaction  was  made.  1  was  careful,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  anything  that  would  in  the  least 
tend  to  violate  the  amity  of  the  two  sations,  and 
therefore  thought  proper  to  Irbevate  them,  thouffh 
I  think  our  militury  officers  fully  justified  in  de- 
taintng  them^U  legally  discharged. 
I  am,  respectfully,  dc. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

P.  S.  Justice  Baker  was  also  directed  to  re- 
quire bail  of  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kenlr 
per,  respectively,  to  keep  the  peace,  especially 
towards  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to 
do  no  injury  to  any  one  below  the  line  of  demar^ 
cation.  T.  R. 


BottimetU$  rehHw  to  the  detention  ef  pubUe  buHd- 
tt^  at  New  Oriemm,  4^ 

Extracts  of  letten  from  Oeneral  James  Wilkmson  to 
the  Secretftiy  of  War. 
Nbw  Orleans,  December  27, 1809. 
Our  troops  ure  not  yet  in  quarters,  but  eontmue 
to  occupy  me  redoubts  which  surround  the  town, 
uuder  their  tents,  which  has  occasioned  great  dia- 
conteftt  and  produced  muffh  sickness ;  nor  have 
we  been  able  to  get  possession  of  a  single  store* 
house  or  magazine  for  the  reception  of  our  tools, 
iinplenMBt8,8ior«s,  baggage,  aa4  provisions^  laA 
BOW  working  oa  a  partition  of  the  barracks^  to 
aepavate  our  troops  from  those  of  Spain*  and  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  get  our  men  under  cover  to- 
morrow ^  but  I  am  reduced  to  the  painful  neces- 
sity, after  waiting  thus  long,  to  hire  stores  for  the 
jwo^ou  of  our  lurovision^  hospital  stores,  ammu- 
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nitioD.  arms,  and  other  articles,  which  expense 
should,  in  my  judgment,  be  charged  to  the  French 
Republic,  and  therefore  a  separate  account  wil 
be  kept  of  it,  and  all  other  expenses  which  may 
accrue  in  consequence  of  the  incomplete  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty. 

New  Orleans,  March  2, 1804. 

It  pains  me  still  to  be  obliged  to  write  you  from 
this  place,  but  the  causes  which  have  prevented 
my  departure  still  exist.  The  Prefect  of  France 
and  the  Spanish  troops  are  still  in  town^  and  the 
xnagazines  and  store-houses  still  in  their  posses- 
sion, while  we  are  obliged  to  payr  rent  for  our  own 
accommodation.  My  patience  is  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  I  shall  not  be  detained  many  days  longer,. 
unle6s  something  Tery  unexpected  should  occur  to 
make  it  my  duty. 

We  have  appearances  of  the  Prefect's  intention 
soon  to  depart,  though  they  are  contradicted  by 
other  circumstances.  As  to  the  Marquis  de  Casa 
Calvo,  and  the  Spanish  officers  generally,  they 
indicate  no  intention  whatever  of  moving. 

Governor  Folch  sailed. three  days  since  for  Pen- 
sacola,  but  he  was  not  accompanied  by  any  troops ; 
it  is  now  said  that  thev  will  follow  him  in  a  few 
days.  Yet  I  suspect  the  Marouis  de  Casa  Calvo 
will  keep  a  detachment  here  for  his  accommoda- 
tion. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  list  of  guards,  which 
the  Spaniards  mounted  in  the  city  yesterday,  but 
you  must  not  believe  that  this  singular  spectacle 
18  permitted  by  my  consent. 
A  return  qf  g%uird$  moufUed  in  New  Orieane  by 
the  troope  of  Spain,  March  24, 1804. 

Sergetnt^  Corporals.  Privates. 

1.  Marqui3  deCasa  Calvo  1-9 

2.  Governor  Salcedo         1-9 

3.  Intendant  Morales         -  1  6 

4.  Auditor      .       .  -  i  3 

5.  Magazine   -       .  -  1  q 

6.  Hospiul     -       •  -  1  3 

7.  Dragoons  of  Mexico      -  1  3 

2  J  39 

New  Orleans,  April  15, 1804. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  about 
three  hundred  Spanish  troops  embarked  for  Pen- 
sacola  on  the  8th  instant,  but  I  am  informed  that 
twelve  or  fifteen  officers,  and  between  sixty  and 
one  hundred  men,  will  continue  in  this  city. 

They  have  delivered  up  the  barracks,  but  occu- 
py the  hospital  and  several  detached  buildings. 

The  Prefect  made  hb  cong6  to  pur  Commis- 
sioners on  the  12th  instant,  but  is  still  in  town 
exercising  his  prefectorial  and  commissarial  func- 
tionsj'yet  I  look  daily  for  his  embarcation. 

The  arrival  of  our  ordnance  stores  from  Fort 
Adams  commenced  a  few  days  since,  but  we  have 
as  yet  neither  stores  nor  magazines  for  their  re- 
ception, these  being  still  occupied  by  the  French 
and  Spanish  Governments. 

New  Orleans,  April  25, 1804. 

The  Prefect  of  France  embarked  on  the  2l8t 
instant.  Yesterday  the  Commissionersof  the  Uni- 


ted States  took  leave  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Spain,  and  I  numbered  twenty-five  Spanish  ofii- 
cers  at  the  audience. 

Extract  of  a  letter  horn  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cooslaat 
Freeman  to  General  Wilkinson,  dated 

New  Orleans,  Julf  14, 18M 
On  the  dth  instant,  sir,  the  powder  magazine^ 
opposite  to  this  city,  was  delivered  to  me. 

Extract  <rf'a  letter  from  General  WOkijiMa  to  As  8eo> 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

New  Orleans,  Jan.  16, 1804. 
We  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  orders  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Commissioners  for  the 
delivery  of  the  posts  in  upper  Louiaianft. 


Documents  relaiive  to  the  conduct  of  the  1  ^ 

Louisiana;  estabUshmeni  qfnem  pasts',-  remfm 
ments,  and  reports  <ifa  rqtossession  6/  thaitafmi^tr^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  C^>tain  Tomer  to  GcMnl 
James  WilkuLson^  dated 

Natchitoobes,  Aug.  1, 1804. 
Since  I  last  wrote,  nothing  of  mueh  ioaportaaee 
has  transpired.  Our  neighbors  still  keep  up  that 
sort  of  conduct  towards  us^  which  a  state  of  war 
alone  would  justify.  Bvery  person  who  goes 
from  here  is  strictly  examined  and  search^  ui 
all  letters  found  in  their  posseanon  are  brakn 
open  and  perused  with  an  expectatioo  of  findiag 
them  big  with  treason,  stratagems,  and 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
Natobitoches,  Oct.  15, 1804. 

The  Spaniards  are  undoubtedly  meditating  mis- 
chief ih  this  quarter;  their  emissaries  have  beea 
at  work  among  the  Indians  and  negroes.  The 
night  before  last,  nine  of  the  latter  run  oS^fi>r  Na- 
cogdoches, who,  it  has  been  ascertained,  have 
been  persuaded  so  to  do  by  a  Spaniard,  inhabitant 
of  Nacogdoches,  telling  them  that,  on  their  ar- 
rival there,  they  would  be  made  free.  Upanuds 
of  thirty  are  at  this  moment  known  to  have  been 
in  the  plot  of  elopement ;  and  intelligence  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  plan  is  momently  com- 
ing to  light.  To-day  it  is  discovered  that  four  of 
the  nine  have  returned,  to  rouse  and  stimulate 
their  confederates  and  others  who  were  not  im- 
plicated; an  Indian  boy,  who  was  in  one  of  their 
cabins,  gives  the  intelligence.  He  says  those  who 
returned  were  instilling  into  the  othera,  that,  since 
the  plot  has  been  discovered,  it  should  stimnkte 
them  to  be  more  determined^  &c.  dbc.  The  whok 
district  is  in  the  most  alarmmg  state^  and  inevita* 
ble  rain  to  it,  and  perhaps  all  LfOnisiana,  most  be 
the  consequence,  unless  prompt  measures  aie 
taken  to  stop  the  infamous  proc^ings  of  the  in- 
fernal Spaniards. 

I  received  a  message,  the  other  day,  from  the 
Cousadee  or  Alabama  Indians,  informing  that 
other  Indians,  stimuhited  by  the  Spaniard^  had 
deaired  them  to  move  oter  the  iin^  / they  Ixriag 
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on  this  side  the  Sabine,  within  the  district  of  Ope- 
loasas,)  and  informed  them  that  they  wished  them 
to  join  a  war  against  the  Americans ;  upon  refus- 
ing, they  threatened  to  cot  them  off  whererer 
they  should  meet  with  them.  Further,  that  a 
great  council  was  about  to  be  held,  to  wnich  all 
the  Indians  were  invited,  and  the  Spaniards  were 
to  have  large  presents  there  for  them.  This  intel- 
ligence has,  with  in  a  few  davs,  been  corroborated 
by  a  white  man  livinff  near  the  Sabine,  whom  the 
Indians,  being  friendly  towards,  desired  to  quit,  as 
sborthr  depredations  were  to  cooamenee  on  the 
American  frontier. 


Bztrnci  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  John  Sibley  to  die  Sec- 
retary ot  War,  dated 

Natchitochbs,  May  1, 1805. 
The  Choctaw  chief,  at  the  same  time,  reported 
to  me.  that  a  party  of  his  people  had  latelv  re- 
turned from  a  nunting  voyage  on  the  bay  or  St, 
Bernard, 
ties 
there 


turned  from  a  nuniing  voyage  on  tne  nay  oi  »t. 
Bernard,  and  that  they  there  fell  in  with  two  par- 
ties of  Spanish  troops,  who  had  latelv  arrived 
there  by  water,  and  had  their  shipping  tnen  Ijinz 
there ;  that  thej  were  building  two  forts,  and  had 
got  them  considerably  advanced ;  one  or  them  at 
ue  mouth  of  Trinity  river,  at  the  Oekekesaws, 
the  other,  further  to  the  westward,  near  the  Ca- 
raukuas ;  they  did  not  know  by  what  name  they 
called  the  place,  but  I  take  it  to  be  Matasordo : 
that  the  Spanish  officer  at  Oekekesaws  had  com- 
missioned one  of  his  hunters  as  a  chief,  and  told 
him  the  Americans  holding  this  country  were  all 
wind ;  that,  if  they  were  wise,  they  would  aban- 
don us  and  attach  themselves  to  them,  (the  Span- 
iards,) for  their  old  friends  would  not  forsake 
them }  but  that  they  were  advancing  against  the 
Americans,  and  should  soon  build  a  fort  in  Ope- 
lousas,  and  anotlier  at  Attakanas,  and  one  at  or 
near  Natchitoches,  and  proceea  on  towards  New 
Orleans  ;  and  that  the  officer  te^d  him  he  was  in 
want  of  spades  to  go  on  faster  with  the  works; 
and  that,  if  the  Indians  would  come  in  among  the 
Americans  and  buy  what  they  could  and  bring  to 
him,  he  would  give  them  a  norse  for  each  spade 
they  would  bring. 

This  hunter,  on  his  arrival  at  Bayou  Chero,  at 
the  Choctaw  village,  finding  the  chief  absent,  sent 
off  a  runner  to  notifV  him  of  it,  and  to  be  on  his 
guard  against  the  Americans,  for  all  Louisiana 
would  soon  belong  again  to  Spain. 

Mr.  Fulsome,  who  I  occasionally  employ  as  an 
interpreter,  was  present  when  the  ehier  received 
this  messaiye,  and  came  in  with  him  to  me,  who 
likewise  said  that  there  was,  at  the  same  time,  a 
Spaniard  in  the  Choctaw  camp  asleep,  and  that 
auer  the  runner  had  delivered  his  message,  he 
(Fulsome)  awakened  the  Spaniard,  and  asked 
him  if  he  knew  anything  of  a  Spanish  force  hav- 
ing arrived  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  he  said  he  had 
heard  so. 

Ad  American  gentleman,  a  Captain  Fristo.  of 
Tennessee,  was  with  me  a  few  hours  ago.  He  is 
lately  from  Nacogdoches,  and  informs  me  that  he 
imderatood  the  same  whea  he  was  at  that  place. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Tamer  to  Oenend 
James  Wilkinson,  dated 

Fort  Claiborne,  (Natchitoches,) 
May  3, 1805. 
Within  these  two  days  I  have  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaniards  have  absolutely  estab- 
lished themselves,  both  at  Matagorda,  and  the 
Orcoquisas.  They  came  bv  sea,  and  immediately 
commenced  fortifying.  The  informer  is  an  In- 
dian chief  of  the  Choctaws.  who  says  that  a  wav^ 
rior  of  his  nation,  who  has  been  hunting  with  the 
Caraukuas,  on  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  has  re- 
turned loaded  with.  Spanish  presents  and  caresses, 
and  says  that  the  commanding  officer  told  hioa 
that  he  and  his  people  had  better  abandon  the 
Americans,  and  come  under  the  protection  of  the 
Spaniards,  who  would  never  forsake  their  old 
friends ;  and  bid  him  witneas  their  present  pro- 
ceedings, givinff  to  understand  that  it  was  only 
preparatory  to  their  taking  possession  of  the  coun- 
try again,  wliioh  would  not  remain  long  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans,  as  they  meant  to  edge 
themselves  along  till  thev  sot  to  Orleans ;  that 
the  warrior  appeared  to  beneve  what  was  told 
him,  and  had  returned  with  different  ideas  respect- 
ine  the  Americans  than  he  possessed  before.  The 
informer  further  says,  that  the  Spanish  troops 
were  in  want  of  spades,  and  told  this  Indian,  and 
those  who  were  with  him,  that  if  they  would 
bring  some  from  this  place,  or  Opelousas,  be  would 
giTe  them  a  horse  for  every  one  delivered. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  John  Sibleyto  the  See* 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Natgbitoobbs,  May  31, 1805. 
I  sent  Mr.  Fulsome  to  brinff  in  the  chief  and  th^ 
partT  of  Choctaws,  who  had  latel|r  returned  from 
the  Day  of  St  Bernard,  and  had  given  an  account 
of  the  poste  of  Matagordo  and  the  Oekekesaws 
being  lately  taken  possession  of.  Mr.  Fulsome 
found  them  and  brought  them  in.  He  can  give 
no  certain  account  of  any  troops  being  at  Mata- 
gordo, but  he  was  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  saw 
them ;  they  were  building  a  fort :  but  a  small  num- 
ber of  soldiers.  The  chief  says,  the  Spanish  offi- 
cer advised  him  and  all  his  nation  to  come  to 
them ;  that  their  great  father  over  the  water  had 
not  forgotten  them,  and  gave  them  not  only  his 
hand  but  his  whole  arm.  He  says  the  party  he 
ftaw  came  there  by  land :  but  the  evening  he  left 
the  place,  he  saw  a  vessel  in  the  bay,  that  the  offi- 
cer said  was  coming  to  them  with  a  reinforcement 
He  likewise  says,  he  heard  they  intended  to  build 
forts  soon  at  Opelousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchito- 
ches, but  he  did  not  hear  the  officer  say  it 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  John  Sibley  to  the  8ecr*» 
tsiy  of  War,  dated 

NATonrrocnns,  .M^2, 1806. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  St  Prie  arrived  here  yes- 
terday from  the  Spanish  country.  He  speaks 
French :  I  have  had  some  conversation  with 
him.  He  says  that  there  are  five  hundred  fami- 
liea  arrived  at  8t  Antonio,  settlers,  with  a  con- 
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«i4erable  reinforcement  of  troope ;  and  that  one 
handred  soldiers  were  coming  to  Nacogdoches; 
fifty  of  whom  were  to  be  there  by  the  15th  inst. 


£xjbract  of  a  letter  fiom  the  Mne  to  the  eame,  dated 
Natobitoohbs,  August  8, 1805. 

Great  pains  are  eertaialy  taken  by  people  living 
]kere,  and  strangers  passing  tfarongh  the  country  lo 
and  from  toward  Mexico,  to  freshen  and  keep  alive 
^  report  and  belief,  that  this  part  of  the  country 
is  not  long  to  remain  in  the  hands  ai  the  United 
States. 

The  day  before  yesterday  tibe  Baron  Bastmp, 
•a  intimate  acquaintance  of  the  Marquis  de  Ca«a 
Calvo,  passed  throogh  this  place  from  Orleans  on 
his  way  to  Mexico ;  on  that  way  he  took  great 
pains  le  circulate  the  report,  and  to  tell  ail  tM  in- 
fcabitants  he  spoke  with,  that  the  country  would 
ere  lorntt  be  again  vnder  the  Government  of  Spain, 
dbe.  He  speaks  French,  English,  and  Spanish. 
Assurances  oC  that  kind,  from  a  character  like  the 
Baron,  make  a  strong:  impreseton  upon  the  minds 
of  the  un informed' iiinabttants. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Turner  to  General 
James  WiUdnsoni  dated 
Fort  Claibobne,  (Natchitoches,)  , 
September  3, 1805. 
About  a  month  ago  Mr.  Shabus,  of  this  place, 
received  a  letter,  dated  St.  Antonio,  from  Padre 
Puellet,  telling  him  that  the  Commandant  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Grimare,  direct  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
Iras  expected  in  August  at  the  Rio  Grand,  where 
a  g^eat  number  of  the  people  of  the  province  of 
Texas  Mas  to  meet  him;  that  he  was  accompani- 
ed  by  seveft  oomfanies  comiaflr  to  St  Antoiio. 
which  place  he  was  to  aaake  liis  residence^  asd 
Ihal  Captain  Amangual  was  to  be  stationed  wi<h 
bis  full  coapa&yi^  at  Nacogdoches.  Mr.  Shabus 
received  a  passport  ftom  the  Governor  of  St«  An- 
tonio, and  a  letter  from  the  Bishop^  raqneattng  htm 
to  come  on  immediately  to  make  preparations  for 
the  Commandant  Geaerftl.  SatdShakMsairsthiU 
ke,  (the  Comnandnnt  General,)  was  high  in  the 
cottttdeace  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  sent  on  ae- 
eonnt  of  the  limits.  Six  hundred  families  coming 
from  Spain  to  settle  Mfftagordo  had  put  into  the 
Canary  islands. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  saane  to  die  same. 

Natchitoches,  Fort  Claibornb, 
September  30^  1805. 

The  new  Governor,  Antonio  Cordero,  has  ar- 
rived at  St.  Antonio. 

Two  men  have  just  arrived  from  Nacogdoches, 
one  of  whom  says  he  saw  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barr 
*>  Davenport,  written  at  St.  Antonio,  saying  that 
he  was  waiting  to  set  out  with  the  Colonel,  who 
waa  to  take  the  conmuMl  nt  Nacogdoches.  He 
was  to  have  two  companies  with  him,  one  of 
which  was  to  reinforce  the  Orcoquisas,  and  the 

*  "  A  full  company  consiate  of  a  oaptain,  linitenaat» 
commandant,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen*" 


other  to  be  divMed  between  Nacogikiehta  a^d 
Adeis. 

The  white  men  employed  by  the  Indian  ngent 
are  now  with  me,  and  relate  the  foUowing : 

At  about  six  days'  march  nearly  soudi-west  ftfm 
here,  they  came  ip  sight  of  a  sort  of  stoefcnde.  as 
well  as  tney  cotdd  jnN^e  from  the  distance  they 
saw  it.  They  were  dMcoveied  by  the  ganieoa, 
and  a  number  of  horaemen  (tt  the  amoaat  of  at 
least  fifty)  immediately  sallied  from  xjhh  or  near 
the  picket  work  in  Ime,  and  save  thea  ehaeia.  As 
they  approaehed  they  formed  a  half  ctrek,  in  opder 
to  enclose  them.  They,  the  Americana,  escaped 
to  the  woods,  which  were  within  a  league ;  the 
Spaniards  continued  the  pursuit  about  fifteen 
mines.  They  imagined  the  fort  or  ||khet  work  ta 
be  about  one  handred  and  twenty  miles  from  this 
place,  and  is  stunted  in  open  ground  in  the  bottom 
of  a  prairie,  at  the  confluence  of  theTrinit/and 
Snow  rivers,  about  twenty  miles  froin  the  sea. 
Thev  were  f\irther  informed  that  the  plaee  where 
the  fort  is  was  called  Orcoquisas. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  A&.  Johnson,  son  of  a  Col» 
nd  J<^uison,  of  Kentucky,  to  Dr.  Sibley. 

NAOOODoonss,  OcL  3,  I80S. 
I  have  chosen  this  method  of  infonning  70a  of 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barr,  hat  a  few 
minntcs  since,  which  mentions,  that  he  wifl  be 
here  the  day  after  to-morrow,  accompanied  by  the 
new  commandant,  who  had  under  hie  charge  two 
companies  of  one  hundred  and  ten  each,  ne 
one  IS  to  be  stationed  at  the  Trinity  nntil  flirthtf 
(nrders,  the  other  is  for  this  piace^  with  ordeia  m 
make-  it  a  plaea  of  deieace. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Bowyer  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Freeman. 

Opelousab,  CkL  13,  ISQS. 

Yesterday  Judge  Collins  waited  on  me  and  im- 
formed  me  that  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  Um 
district  were  considerably  agitated  on  a  report 
being  in  circulation  that  a  number  of  Spanish 
troops  have  taken  ]^st  on  the  KelqueshoesL  some 
distance  on  this  side  the  Sabine.  Report  says 
the  number  does  not  frill  short  of  eight  liundrai. 
I  have  no  idea  the  force  is  as  strong  as  reported ; 
but  that  there  are  some  Spanish  troops  in  that 
quarter  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt. 

Some  time  before  Capt.  Stitle  left  Attakapaa^ 
he  had  certain  information  that  a  regular  natr^ 
was  kept  up  on  the  Sabide,  and  were  relieved 
weekly  from  the  post  c^  Nacogdoches.  Since  ^en 
f  have  been  informed  (how  truly  I  cannot  say) 
that  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  conntry  are 
prisontn  at  that  post. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claibome  to  tht 
Secretary  of  War. 

New  Orleans^  Oct.  30, 1806. 
Six  hundred  troops  have  arrived  at  Penaaaolt 
from  the  Havana ;  and  it  is  reported  that  tba  ga^ 
risoos  of  Mobile  and  Baton  Rouge  are  to  rei   * 
coasideraUe  reinforcements.    A  Qovaenor^ 
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eMil  for  ihe  pro?iDoe  of  Ttxas  lias  armed  at  St. 
AQtoDto ;  be  is  a  Brigadier  Qeneral,  and  taid  to 
poasess  miiitary^  taleota. 

A  fort  is  ereeted  on  Trinity  liyer,  and  about 
two  hundred  mea  (the  greater  part  cavahy)  are 
there  stationed. 


Documents  to  show  that  the  settlement  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Red  river,  at  which  a  principal  ag- 
greseion  took  place,  was  originally  niaae  bv  Prance, 
while  possessing  Louisiana,  and  came  to  the  posses^ 
ncn  of  Spain  only  by  the  general  delivery  of  Lou" 
itiana  to  her,  and  as  a  pad  of  it* 

CamptI)  in  the  District  of 
Natchitoches,  Sept.  14, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me)  Jonn  Sibley,  one 
of  the  magistrates  for  the  county  of  Natcbitoches, 
Mary  Pulogia  Grappe  Fontineau,  aged  46.  who, 
being  duly  cautioned  and  sworn,  deposetn  and 
aaith,  that  sbe  believes  she  was  born  at  the  ancient 
Caddo  villaffe,  where  was  an  establishment  of 
French  inhabitants  and  some  soldiers;  and  that 
she  perfectly  recollects  descending  tbe  river  with 
her  rather.  She  was  then  six  years  of  age;  and 
that  her  mother  remained  behind,  to  collect  some 
debts,  and  came  down  about  six  weeks  after;  and 
that  she  had  always  understood  her  family  had 
lived  there  for  a  considerable  number  of  years ; 
aod  that  there  were  a  number  of  French  families 
who  had  lived  there  for  many  years. 

FONTINEAU,  Vmve. 
Sworn  to  before  me, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 
I.  John  Horn,  being  duly  sworn  as  interpreter, 
declare  that  the  above  declaration  of  Mary  Pulo- 
gia  Grappe  Fontioeau  is  ^uly  interpreted  as 
above  written.  J.  UORN. 

Natobitoobbs,  Sept.  15, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  JusUces  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natehitoches,  Jolien  Besson,  an  inhabitant  of 
Campti,  in  said  county,  aged  57,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  de|HMath  and  saith,  that  he  well  recollects 
being  carried  from  Natchiteches,  by  his  father,  to 
the  aneient  Caddo  Tillage,  eovmonly  called,  by 
tbe  course  of  the  river,  ahoiK  one  hundred  aid 
seventy  leagues  above  Natchitoches,  on  Red  river; 
.  and  that,  at  that  time,  there  were  living  several 
French  iamilies  and  some  soldiers:  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  he  does  not  remember,  but  only 
that  it  was  a  sergeant's  command,  (which  ser- 
aeaat  was  then  his  father;)  and  that  his  father, 
»y  order  of  the  then  Preneh  Governor  General  of 
IjOmaiaBa,  built  a  soMdl  fort  at  said  place,  erected 
a  flag  suf^  on  whicfa  the  French  flae  used  to  be 
hoisted :  me  name  of  the  fort  was  called  St.  Louis 
de  Carlorecto ;  and  that,  from  the  appearance  t^ 
the  pfaice,  and  everythiaff  ha  had  heard  and  under- 
ateod  about  it,  the  estahRshment  had  been  made 
for  a  eoaaiderabte  number  of  jears  before  he  weat 
there,  which  is  more  than  nftv  years  ago ;  and 
that  he  lived  there  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  during 
all  which  time  there  was  con  tinned  a  detachment 
of  Preach  aoldien  there,  with  a  Mmber  of  French 


iaailies,  who  continued  to  cultivate  corn,  tohaceOy 
and  garden  vegetables;  and  that  he  recollects  two 
small  pieces  of  cannon  being  there,  and  one  of 
them  bursting  by  firing;  and  he  believes  the  other 
slipped  into  ue  river,  by  aa  excavation  of  its  bank, 
as  It  lay  near  the  edge  of  the  bank;  and  that  he 
recollects  there  being  some  mili-stoaes  there,  but 
has  no  remembrance  of  seeing  them  in  use.  And, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  liv^  at  the  above-men** 
tioned  j^ace,  some  French  fomiltes  were  settM 
at  the  Yatlasse  point  so  called,  being  a  part  of 
what  is  now  called  the  Bayou  Pierre  settMrnentf 
and  that  the  samepbcehas  continued  to  be  oeco* 
pied  by  French  &milies  ever  since,  and  which  is 
now  under  the  jurisdicdoa  of  the  Spanish  GU>v^ 
ernmentjin  the  prorince  of  Texas;  and  that  said 
Yattasse  point  used  to  be  a  i^e  of  great  depoait 
by  Indian  traders,  before  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
Spain :  and  further,  that  he  haa  knowledge  that 
some  French  hunters,  while  Loubiana  belonged 
to  France  planted  several  crops  of  corn  more 
than  fifty  leagues  above  the  ancient  Caddo  vil- 
lage, on  Red  ri  ver^  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Boggy 
river,  (or  the  Yassures,  as  it  is  called ;)  and  that 
the  settlement  at  the  old  Caddo  village  was  aban* 
doned  about  thiny-eight  years  ago ;  and  he  be- 
lieves the  cause  of  their  removal  was,  having 
large  families  of  children  growing  up ;  and,  after 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  the  settlement 
did  not  appear  to  aagment,  and  the  families  were 
desirous  their  children  should  have  the  benefit  of 
a  better  society  r  but  that  the  country  is  exceed- 
ingly i^easant  and  fertile,  and  capable  of  becom- 
ing a  rich  and  populous  settlement.  And  further 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

JULIEN  BESSON. 

Sworn  before  ms^  at  Natchitoches,  the  16th  of 
September,  1805. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  didy  sworn  as  an  inter- 
preter of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify 
that  ^e  above  or  foregorog  deposition  of  Julien 
Besson,  b  truly  interpreted. 

J.HORN. 

NATCBrrocHEs,  Sept  16, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  said  county, 
Louis  Lamalaty,  Esq.,  of  Campti,  in  said  county, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
he  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age;  and  that  he  was 
bom  at  the  place  now  called  rf  ate  hi toches.  Al- 
though he  was  never  at  the  place  where  the  an- 
cient Caddo  village  was,  he  was  in  the  constant 
habit  of  seeing  the  French  inhabitants,  and  the 
soldiers  who  were  then  living  and  stationed  there, 
and  has  no  more  doubt  of  the  fiict  than  though  he 
had  seen  it ;  he  saw  Mr.  Grappe  and  his  family 
when  they  returned  from  there ;  and  further,  that 
he  has  knowledge  of  the  ancient  French  establish- 
oMnt  at  Yattasse  point,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayou 
Pierre ;  and  that  tnese  French  families  lived  there 
before  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  Spain ;  and  that 
Mr.  Verge  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years;  and 
that  said  place  was  nuially  a  pkce  of  deposit  foe 
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the  iDdiao  traders,^.  And  further,  that  he  has 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Bourne,  formerly  commandant 
at  Natchitoches,  having  had  a  trading-house  es- 
tablished on  the  southwest  side  of  the  Sabine  river, 
and  distant  from  that  river  about  six  leagues,  and 
from  Natchitoches  about  fifty  leagues,  and  about 
northwest  from  it;  which  establbhment  was  an- 
tecedent to  the  Spanish  Qovemment  taking  place 
in  Louisiana ;  and  that  the  same  place  was  occu- 
pied by  sundry  persons  afterward,  as  well  before 
as  after  the  change  of  Qovernments ;  and  that  he 
has  been  informed  that  the  mill-stones  that  were 
at  the  old  French  establbhment  at  the  Caddos, 
had  been  brought  down ;  and  that,  accordinpr  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection,  it  is  now  about  thirty- 
eight  years  since  the  saia  settlement  was  aban- 
doned.   And  farther  the  deponent  saith  not. 

LOUIS  LAMALATY. 

Sworn  to,  the  16th  of  September,  1805,  before 
me,  J.  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  interpre- 
ter of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  declaration  of  Louis  Lamalaty, 
Esquire,  is  truly  interpreted  and  trandated. 

J.  HORN. 

Natchitoches,  Sept.  16, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,. 
Mary  Senes  Brevell,  widow  of  Antoine  Grillette. 
deceased,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith,  that,  after  she  married  Mr.  Grillette.  she 
went  with  him  to  the  ancient  Caddo  village, 
where  she  remained  about  eighteen  months.  At 
that  time,  there  were  a  few  French  inhabitants 
who  settled  and  lived  there,  and  a  French  com- 
mandant, who  was  Mr.  Qrappe,  and,  as  near  as 
she  recollects,  four  soldiers ;  that  the  French  in- 
habitants cultivated  everything  that  was  com- 
mon for  the  French  in  other  parts  of  Louisiana; 
and  that  she  does  not  recollect  the  exact  number 
of  years  that  have  elapsed  since  she  was  there, 
but  believes  it  was,  at  least,  ten  years  before  the 
Government  of  Spain  took  place  in  Louisiana; 
and  that  she  always  understood,  by  her  parents, 
she  was  there  when  a  child^  but  she  was  too  young 
to  have  remembrance  of  it.  Further  the  depo* 
nent  saith  not. 

M.  S.  BREVELL,  her x  mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Natchitoches  aforesaid, 
tibe  day  and  year  aforesaid, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber  duly  swdm  as  interpreter  of 
the  French  languase^  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
above  deposition  of  Mary  Louisa  Brevell  is  truly 
interpreted. 

J.  HORN. 

Natobitoohbs,  Sept^  16, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley,  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches,  John  Baptiste  Ghrappe,an  inhabi- 
tant of  Campti,  in  said  county,  and  likewise  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peaoe  for  the  saoM,  aged 


42  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depoifeih  tmd 
saith,  that,  thirty-five  or  thirty-«ix  years  aso,  he 
went  with  his  father  from  Natchitoches  to  the  an- 
cient Oaddo  village,  where  he  remained  about 
four  months.  At  that  time,  there  were  no  hau- 
lies  or  soldiers  there,  but  the  houses  of  the  Freftch 
families  who  had  lived  there  but  a  few  years  be- 
fore, together  with  the  fort,  flag  stafl^  and  the  fair- 
racks  or  house  occupied  by  tl^  soldiers,  were  aH 
standing  entire;  and  that  his  father  told  him 
which  of  the  fields  and  houses  his  famiJy  had  oc- 
cupied for  a  number  of  years ;  and  likewise,  he  r^ 
members  to  have  seen  in  the  fort  the  aabosier 
and  platform  where  the  cannon  were  placed  -,  and 
that  he  recollects  his  fatl^r  used  to  call  the  diai- 
tance  from  Natchitoches  to  said  place  bv  water 
about  the  same  as  from  Natchitoches  to  New  Oi^ 
leans,  viz.  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  leagues; 
and  nirtber,  that  he  well  recollects  some  Freoek 
families,  particularly  a  Mr.  Ver^re  and  Mr.  de  Go- 
to, living  at  the  Vattassee  point,  so  called,  and 
that  he  always  understood  they  had  lived  there 
for  many  years  before  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
Spain ;  and  that  the  same  place  has  always  con- 
tinued to  be  occupied  by  some  French  inhahi- 
tants,  and  is  situated  on  the  western  division  of 
Red  Kiver  about  twenty-five  leagues  above  Natch- 
itoches, and  is  now  part  of  what  is  called  the  Ba- 
you Pierre  settlement,  under  the  jurisdictioa  of 
the  Spanish  Gh)vernment,  in  the  province  of  Tex- 
as; and  that  he  has  been  several  times  at  a  place 
called  the  Dout,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine 
river,  at  a  prairie,  and  towards  the  head  of  said 
river,  where  there  was  the  appearance  of  some 
woru  having  been  erected  by  the  French  as  a 
trading  estatMishment,  and  where  his  father  and 
many  Indians  had  told  him  the  French  flas  had 
been  hoisted,  and  the  arms  of  the  King  ofFrance 
buried.    Further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

BTfi.  GRAPPS. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Natchitoches,  the  16lh 
day  of  September,  1805, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  7.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  an  inler- 
preter  of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certirjr 
that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  John  Baptirte 
Ghrappe  is  truly  interpreted  and  translated. 

J.HORN. 


Natchitoches,  Sept.  22, 1806. 
Personally  appeared  before  me.  John  SiUey,  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  or  Nat- 
chitoches, Francois  Grappe,  of  Campci,  in  saul 
county,  aged  57,  who,  beii^  duly  sworn,  depoaeih 
and  saith,  that  to  the  best  ol  his  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, he  was  bom  near  the  ancient  Caddo  ▼iUase, 
on  Red  river,  which,  by  the  coune  of  the  rive^hs 
believes  to  be  upwards  of  five  hundred  miles  above 
Natchitoches,  where  his  parenu  then  Ured,  and 
had  lived,  he  believes,  a  number  of  years  belbit 
he  vims  bom,  and  where  they  continued  to  life 
until  he  was  siiteen  or  seventeen  years  of  aga. 
As  long  ago  as  ha  can  remember,  he  leeoUeeu  a 
Mr.  Francois  Harvey,  a  French  gentlesMU^  Uwii^ 
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there,  and  who,  he  aoderatood  was  the  first  white 
man  that  settled  there;  and  that  his  father  settled 
there  about  two  years  after.  But  he  always  un- 
derstood there  had  been  a  company  of  French 
traders  settled,  for  a  number  of  years,  about  forty 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  and  that  Mr.  Harvey 
was  one  of  them ;  but  they  were  broken  up  before 
he  was  bom ;  it  was  always  called  the  Cbmpanu: 
Aud  that  during-  the  whole  time  he  lived  at  the 
ancient  Caddo  village,  there  were  three  settled 
families,  besides  a  number  of  single  persons,  and 
a  detachment  of  soldiers ;  and  that  the  number  of 
soldiers  assigned  by  the  French  Government  for 
that  post  was  always  fifteen,  but  he  never  knew 
the  number  complete ;  and  that  his  father  was 
commandant  of  the  place  for  many  years,  and 
was  succeeded  by  a  Mr.  Closo,  who  continued 
to  be  a  comd&andant  until  it  was  abandoned,  after 
the  cesaion  of  Louisiana  to  Spain ;  and  that  his 
father,  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Louisiana, 
built  a  small  fort  there,  in  which  were  two  small 
pi^es  of  cannon,  and  in  which  was  a  flag-stafi^  on 
which  the  French  flag  was  occasionally  hoisted ; 
he  believes  that  the  whole  time  that  that  place 
was  occupied  by  the  French  as  a  military  post 
and  a  settlement  of  families  was  about  thirty 
years;  and  that  the  inhabitants  pursued  the  same 

r  culture  that  was  then  common  in  other  parts 
the  French  Mttlements  of  Louisiana,  viz. 
com,  tobacco,  indigo,  cotton,  and  garden  vegeta- 
blesj  with  some  wheat,  which  grew  well;  but, 
having  no  way  of  manufacturing  flour,  there  was 
but  little  wheat  raised,  though  there  if^as  a  pair 
of  exoellent  European  mill-stones  and  mill-irons 
there^  bat  were  not  in  use  in  his  time ;  the  stones 
he  himself  brought  down  in  the  year  1778,  and 
they  were  carried  to  Opelousas;  he  understood 
they  had  been  carried  to  the  Caddo  country  by 
the  Company,  as  it  was  called :  And  that  he  has 
knowledge  of  a  French  trading  establishment  be- 
ing at  a  place  called  the  Dout,  on  the  Sabine  river, 
near  where  the  Nandaco  Indians  now  live ;  ana 
that  it  was  an  ancient  establishment,  and  a  place 
of  great  trade  and  re&ort  at  the  time  his  father's 
family  lived  at  the  Caddos;  and  tlutt  he  has  sav- 
eral  times  been  at  the  place;  the  French  flag  used 
to  be  hoisted  there,  and  there  are  the  remains  of 
the  building  and  works  now  to  be  seen  ;  and  that 
the  Dout  IS  about  one  hundred  and  fifty^miles 
northwest  from  Natchitoches.  And  that  there 
was,  at  the  same  time,  a  similar  trading  establish- 
ment and  a  number  of  settled  French  families 
at  the  Yattasse  point,  on  the  southwest  divbion 
of  Red  river,  about  twenty-flve  leagues  above 
Natchitoches,  in  what  is  now  called  the  Bayou 
Pierre  settlement,  which  is  now  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Spain,  and  which  pilaoe  is  now,  and 
ever  has  continued  to  be,  occupied  by  French  in- 
habitants, and  some  of  whom  have  ancient  French 
ffranta  or  titles  for  their  lands;  and  that  Mr. 
Verge^  who  lived  there  for  a  number  of  vears  be- 
fore Louisiana  was  ceded  to  Spain,  had  the  ex- 
clusive Indian  trade  granted  him,  bjr  the  French 
Governor  General  of  Louisiana,  of  Troiscannes 
or  Tauacanos,  the  Reychies,  Yattasses,  and  sev- 
eral other  tribes  that  then  lived  on  the  river  Sa- 


bine, and  southward  and  westward  of  it,  in  what 
is  now  called  the  province  of  Texas. 

FRANCOIS  GRAPPE. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  30lh  of  September, 
1805. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  /.  P. 
The  subscriber  being  duly  sworn  interpreter  of 
the  French  language,  does  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  declaration  of  Fran9ois  Grappe  is  truly 
interpreted  and  translated. 

J.  HORN. 

Document  relative  to  robberies  committed  by  the  Span- 
iards in  LouisiaBa. 

Natchitoches,  October  2, 1805. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibh?y, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches,  Gaspard  Bodin,  Lewis  Bodin,  and 
Andrew  Chamar,  all  of  Natchitoches  aforesaid, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on 
the  8th  day  of  September  last,  they,  the  deponents, 
were  all  travelling  in  company  from  Natchitoches 
to  Opelousas,  on  the  usual  road;  and  that,  when 
within  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  of  Opelousas 
church,  they  were  met  by  five  armed  Spanish  sol- 
diers on  horseback,  who  drew  their  arms  upon 
them,  and  ordered  them  to  stop.  One  of  the  de- 
ponents. (Madam  Bodin,)  who  speaks  Spanish 
well,  asked  the  one  who  appeared  to  be  the  com- 
mander of  the  party,  what  business  he  had  to  order 
them  to  stop,  tnat  they  were  all  of  them  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  was  American  ground.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  party  replied,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  command  there,  and  would  do  as  he 
pleased,  and  that  he  must  nave  such  a  horse  for 
the  use  of  the  King,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Chamar's 
best  horse)  which  he  immediacy  took  possession 
of,  and  took  awav  with  them,  proceeding  on  the 
Nacogdoche  roaa,  and  the  deponent  Chamar  has 
never  seen  or  heard  of  his  horse  since. 

GASPARD  BODIN, 
LEWIS  BODIN, 
ANDREW  CHAMAR. 

Sworn  before  me  the  day  above  written. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

Natohitochbs,  Oct.  3, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Natchito- 
ches, Francis  Roban,  of  said  Natchitoches,  aged 
twenty-one  years,  who.  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth  and  saith,  that,  about  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  himself,  being  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Oliver  and  Case,  of  Natchitoches,  w^  with  Jo- 
seph Lucas,  conducting  from  the  Caddo  nation  to 
Natchitoches  eighteen  horses,  packed  with  about 
eleven  hundred  deer  skins;  and  in  the  Bayou 
Pierre  settlement  they  stopped  for  the  nighty  at 
the  plantation  of  a  Bar.  Poisot  Next  morning, 
the  deponent  had  occasion  to  go  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  de  Soto,  about  a  half  a  league  distant,  who  is 
a  syndic,  and  at  whose  house  the  detachment  of 
Spanish  soldiers  on  guard  is  stationed;  soon  after 
hit  anival  at  da  Soto's  houae,  a  corporal  ef  the 
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gvard  called  him,  the  depoaent,  into  a  small  apart- 
meot,  in  de  Soto's  house,  under  the  preteace  of 
speaking  to  him ;  as  sooo  as  he  entered  the  room, 
the  corporal  told  him  he  was  a  prisoner,  and' 
placed  a  sentinel  at  the  door;  then  told  him  thef 
wanted  to  take  Oliver  and  Case^  or  either  of  them, 
and  that,  if  they  did  not  find  Oliver  and  Case,  that 
he,  the  deponent  should  pay  for  it.  They  kept 
him  then  confined  in  the  room,  from  aboat  eight 
in  the  morning  till  one,  afternoon;  they  then  re- 
moved the  deponent  on  his  own  horse,  with  one 
armed  soldier  before  him  and  another  behind, 
and  ordered  him  to  show  Oliver  and  Case.  He 
conducted  them  in  this  manner  about  eight  miles, 
where  he  understood  Mr.  Case  had  been  to  Mr. 
Dolev's.  Arriving  there,  and  not  finding  him, 
the  aeponenC  was  left  at  Mr.  Doley's  under  a 
guard,  and  the  corporal  went  to  some  houses  near 
by  in  the  neiffhborhood,  to  search  for  him,  but 
could  not  find  him;  afker  which,  they  set  off  in 
the  same  order  in  which  they  came,  to  return 
back  to  de  Soto's.  On  their  way  they  dbcovered 
a  fresh  trail  of  horses  crossing  the  road,  and  lead- 
ing from  Mr.  Poisot's  plantation  towards  the 
plantation  of  Mr.  Robleau,  which  they  concluded 
to  be  the  trail  of  Lucas,  with  the  packs,  4tc.  The 
deponent  then  attempted  to  escape  from  them,  but 
was  overtaken,  and  tied  with  bis  hands  benind 
him,  with  a  coarse  hair  rope;  they  then  put  him 
on  his  horse,  one  of  the  Spaniards  leaaing  his 
horse  by  a  rope  and  another  following  behind  and 
holding  the  other  end  of  the  hair  rope,  with  which 
the  deponent's  hands  were  tied.  It  was,  at  that 
time,  towards  eiffht  o'clock  in  the  evening:  the 
moon  shone  bright,  they  followed  the  trail  lead- 
ing towards  RoSlean's  plantation  about  two  and 
a  half  mlle^  and  found  all  the  pack-horses  graz- 
ing. The  Spaniards  went  immediately  to  gather- 
ing them  up,  and  took  possession  of  them  all, 
drove  them  into  a  pen  belonging  to  the  plantation, 
and  placed  a  guard  over  them ;  after  which  they 
untied  the  deponent,  and  drove  him  into  the  pen 
with  the  horses,  where  they  kept  him  under  guard 
among  the  horses  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

After  the  horses  and  deponent  were  thus  pen- 
ned up  together,  the  corporal  armed  himself  with 
a  pair  of  pistols,  and,  with  a  rope  under  his  coat, 
sat  off  for  Lucas's  camp,  the  light  of  which  was 
in  sight,  saying  he  would  go  and  tie  Lucas.  He 
was  gone  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  he 
came  runniw  back  much  out  of  breath,  and  ck* 
claimed :  ^  Blast  the  Indian,  he  wanted  to  shoot 
me  with  his  arrow."  Soon  aOer,  the  Indian  came 
up;  the  corporal  took  his  gun  and  presented  it  at 
the  Indian,  who  replied,  **  You  had  best  be  easy, 
ibr  I  am  not  a  child ;  you  may  thank  me  that  you 
are  here  now."  The  corporal  then  spoke  to  the 
Indian,  told  him  he  was  sorry  for  what  he  had 
done,  it  was  in  passion,  thook  hands  with  him, 
Ac.  The  Indian,  who  was  a  Yattasse,  then  told 
the  deponent  to  tell  the  corporal  that  he,  the  Span- 
iard, had  wanted  to  take  Lucas,  but,  if  he  had  have 
taken  him,  he  should  not  have  tied  him  or  taken 
him  off.  The  Indian  afterwards  related  to  him, 
the  deponent,  how  the  corporal  came  to  the^e, 
where  LAcas  and  hioiself  were  eneaaoped  I  Lnoas 


saw  him  coming  and  rose  up ;  the  eoqioial  caUed 
out  to  him,  and  told  him  ae  wanted  to  speak  to 
him ;  Lucas  saw  him  armed  and  saw  iIm  rope 
he  had,  and  retreated  a  few  steps  from  the  lire ; 
the  corporal  told  him  to  stop,  or  he  woold  shoot 
him;  Lucas  told  him,  he  would  not  stop,  aad 
ran  off.  The  Indian,  at  the  same  moment  drew 
his  bow  to  shoot  the  corporal,  who  likewise  raa 
and  hid  himself  ia  the  cornfield.  The  depoaeat 
further  saith^  that,  while  he  was  impdaoned  in 
the  horse-pen  with  the  horses,  the  lodiaii  emaie 
into  the  pen  to  him,  and  remained  with  him  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  Some  time  in  the  wkgbx 
he  proposed  to  the  deponent  to  assist  him,  and 
they  would  tie  the  two  Spaniards,  and  tase  off 
the  horses,  but  if  he  was  afraid  to  attempt  ihat, 
he,  the  Indian,  would  kill  them  both,  if  the  da- 
ponen^wottkl  consent  to  it.  The  deponent  Ei- 
ther said,  that,  the  next  morning,  the  Spaaiaids 
sat  off  with  him  aad  ail  the  horses  for  de  Soloes 
house ;  and  as  they  were  goins  by  Mr.  Poisot^ 
house,  on  their  way  he  requested  leave  to  go  in  to 
ffet  a  drink  of  water,  and  made  his  eseape  ootef  a 
back  door,  hid  himself  in  a  cotton  field,  bom 
thence  into  a  thicket,  where  he  remained  hid  tifl 
nig[ht,  leaving  his  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  at  Mi. 
Poisot's  gate,  which  the  Spaniards  took  possessioa 
of.  In  the  eveniag,  he  came  into  Bdr.  Poisot^ 
house,  Mr.  Poisot  gave  him  ^me  Tictaali^  and 
advised  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  toNach- 
itoohes,  for  the  Spaniards '  were  detenained  to 
oatch  him,  and  had  given  him  positive  instrae- 
tions  to  take  him  if  he  could,  aad  bind  kam,  ai^ 
bring  him  to  the  guard ;  and  that  all  the  hones 
they  had  started  off  for  Nacogdoche*  The  depth 
nent  sat  off  itnmediately,  and  travelled  all  aign^ 
avoiding  as  much  as  he  could  the  amin  road,  na- 
derstanding  that  there  were  Spaniards  posted  oa 
the  road  to  wajriay  him.  About  an  hour  before 
dayllffht  he  arnved  at  Mr.  Doley's  and  fooad  the 
SfMiniards  had  arrived  there,  with  all  the  horso 
before  him,  and  sentinel  guarding  them ;  his  own 
horse  among  the  rest.  And  further  the  depaaeat 
said  not.  FRANCIS  BX>BAN, 

Sworn  before  me,      JOHN  SIBLBY,  J.  P. 

[The  foregoing  papers  were  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Representatires  on  dw 
6th  December,  1805.  The  Committee  mtde  a 
report  to  the  House,  January  3, 1806,  for  which 
see  supplemental  Journal  to  House  Debases,  oale, 
page  111?.]  -««,—, 

PRANCE. 

[Pommunicated  to  Congress,  Jsnusiy  10,  1806.] 
Tn  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States.' 

In  complianee  with  the  request  of  the  Seaata 
ez{»essed  in  their  resolution  of  Deeember  27,  1 
now  lay  before  them  such  docume^  and  papas 
(there  being  no  other  i^ormation  in  mvpoasss- 
sion)  as  relate  to  complaints  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment  of  France  agaiast  the  commerce  carried  oa 
bv  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  Freaah 
islands  of  St.  Domingo. 

Jaii.  10, 1806.  TH.  JEFFER80N. 
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General  Tnnreau  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Sis  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  to  His  ExceUen- 
;y  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
las  testified,  in  his  conversations  with  the  Sec- 
«tar^  of  State,  his  just  discontent  with  the  com- 
oercial  relations  which  many  citizens  of  diflferent 
States  of  the  Union  maintain  with  the  rebels  of 
yery  color,  who  have  momentarily  withdrawn  the 
olony  of  St.  Domingo  from  the  legal  authority. 

The  principle  iikniriootly  a'ffected  hj  such  a 
ommerce,  or  rather  djt  such  a  system  or  robbery, 
brigandage,)  are  so  evident,  so  generally  acknow- 
)dged,  and  adopted,  not  only  by  all  nations  who 
ave  a  colonial  system  to  defend,  but  even  by  those 
rho  have  none,  and,  moreover,  even  by  every 
rise  people  to  whatsoever  political  aggregation 
ley  may  belong,  that  the  statesman,  if  he  has  not 
)st  every  idea  of  justice,  of  humanity,  and  of  pub- 
c  law,  can  no  more  contest  their  wisdom  than 
leir  existence.  And  certainly  the  undersigned, 
1  finding  himself  called  by  his  duty,  as  well  as  by 
lis  inclination,  in  the  bosom  of  a  friendly  people, 
nd  near  the  respectable  Chief  that  directs  its  Gov- 
rnment ;  certainly  the  undersigned  ought  not  to 
lave  expected  that  his  first  political  relations 
7on\d  have  for  their  object  a  complaint  so  serious, 
n  infraction  so  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred 
Dd  the  best  observed  by  every  nation  under  the 
oroinioQ  of  civilization. 

But  it  was  not  enough  for  some  citizens  of  the 
Tnited  States  to  convey  munitions  of  everv  kind 
» the  rebels  of  St  Domingo,  to  that  race  or  Afri- 
in  slaves  the  reproach  and  the  refuse  of  nature ; 

was  moreover  necessary  to  insure  the  success  of 
lis  ignoble  and  criminal  traffic  by  the  use  of  force, 
'he  vessels  destined  to  protect  it  are  constructed, 
laded,  armed  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Union,  under 
le  eyes  of  the  American  People,  of  its  particular 
ithorities,  and  of  the  Federal  Grovernment  itself: 
ad  this  Government,  which  has  taken  for  the 
isia  of  its  political  career  the  most  scrupulous 
iniij  and  the  most  impartial  neutrality,  does  not 
nrbia  it. 

Without  doubt,  and  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
band consideration  with  which  the  Minister  Pie- 
ipotentiary  of  the  French  Empire  is  penetrated 
ir  the  GK>vemment  of  the  Union,  he  might  enlarge 
ill  farther  upon  the  reflections  suggested  by  such 
state  of  things--a  circumstance  so  important, 
t  unexpected.  But  it  would  be  equally  as  afflict- 
ig  for  him  to  dwell  upon  it,  to  state  its  consequen- 
ts, as  it  would  be  for  the  Government  to  hear 
lem* 

The  Secretary  of  State,  who  perfectljr  knows 
Le  justice  of  the  principles,  and  the  legitimacy  of 
le  rights  referred  to  in  thb  note,  will  be  of  opin- 
io, that  neither  are  susceptible  of  discussion;  be- 
luse,  a  principle  universally  assented  to,  a  right 
merally  established,  is  never  discussed,  or,  at  least, 
discussed  in  vain.  The  only  way  open  for  the 
(dress  of  these  complaints,  is,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
lerance  which  produces  them,  and  which  daily 
^ffravates  their  consequences. 
Moreover,  this  note,  founded  upon  iacts  not  les^ 
rident  than  the  principles  which  they  infract, 
9th  Con.— 39 


does  not  permit  the  undersicned  to  doubt  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  will  take  the 
most  prompt,  as  well  as  the  most  efi*ectual  prohibi- 
tory measures,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  its  cause; 
ana  heseizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  of  renew- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  hb 
high  consideration. 

TURREATJ. 

General  Tuireau  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 

Wabbinqton,  January  3, 1806.  , 

Sib:  Formal  orders  of  my  Government  oblige 
me  to  insist  upon  the  contents  of  my  official  note  of 
the  14th  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  commerce 
which  some  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  main- 
tain with  the  rebels  of  St.  Domingo. 

Not  receiving  any  answer  to  that  note,  I  had 
room  to  hope  that  the  Gbvernment  of  the  Union 
would  take  prompt  and  efiectual  measures  to  put 
an  end  to-the  causes  which  produced  it;  but  your 
silence  towards  me,  especially  in  relation  to  St. 
Domingo,  and  that  of  your  Government  towards 
Congress,  impose  upon  me  the  dutv  of  recalling 
to  your  recollection  the  said  official  note,  and  (u 
renewing  to  you  my  complaints  upon  the  tolerance 

given  to  an  abuse  as  shocking,  as  contrary  to  the 
^w  of  nations^  as  it  b  to  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
friendship  existing  between  France  aiMi  the  Uni« 
ted  States. 

I  will  not  recur,  sir,  to  the  different  cicnoAstan- 
ces  which  have  attended  the  commerce  with  tlj^ 
revolted  part  of  St.  Domingo;  to  the  scandalous 
publicity  eiven  to  its  shameful  success;  to  the  re* 
wards  and  encomiums  prostituted  upon  the  crews 
of  anned  vessels,  whose  destination  is  to  protect 
the  Yoyages  to  carry  munitions  of  every  kind  to 
the  rebels,  and  thus  to  nourish  rebellion  and  rob- 
bery. 

You  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  sir,  that  I  call 
anew  the  attention  of  the  American  Government 
to  this  subjeet.  His  ezoelleney  M.  Talleyrand 
has  already  testified  his  discontent  to  General  Arm- 
strong, your  Minister  Plenipotentiarjr  at  Paris; 
and  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  u  at  length 
time  to  pursue  formal  measures  against  every  ad- 
vettttte  to  the  porta  of  Si.  Domingo  occupied  by 
the  lebds.  The  system  of  toleraaee  which  pro- 
duces tbi«  commecee,  which  suffers  its  being  arm- 
ed,whicli  eneonrages,  byimponity,  its  extension 
and  iu  excesses,  .cannot  ioQger  remain ;  and  the 
Emperor  and  iting  mv  master  expects  from  the 
dignity  and  candor  ot  the  Government  of  t^e 
Union  that  an  end  be  put  to  it  promptly 

I  add  to  this  despatch  a  copy  of  the  official  note 
which  has  been  already  transmitted  to  yon.  I 
earnestly  request,  sir,  that  you  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  both;  and  receive  anew  assurances pf 
my  high  consideration*  _   ^„  .  ^ 

TURRPAU^ 

[Gndosed  m  General  Armrtrong's  letter  to  ihe  Saoe- 

taiy  of  Staler  of  the  10th  August,  18e&] 

Ffom  M.  TsOeyrand  to  Qeneial  Armstrong. 

Sir  :  I  have  several  times  had  the  honor  to  call 

your  attention  to  the  commerce  'canied  on  from 
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the  ports  of  tbe  United  States,  to  those  of  St.Do- 
Viingo  occupied  by  the  rebels.  The  coxnmercial 
eommanications  would  appear  to  be  almost  daily 
increased.  Id  order  to  cover  thyeir  true  destination, 
the  vessels  are  cleared  for  the  West  Indies,  with- 
4)iit  a  more  particular  designation  of  the  place; 
and,  with  the  aid  of  these  commissions,  provisions, 
arnas,  aod  other  objects  of  supply,  of  which  they 
stand  in  need,  are  carried  to  toe  rebeb  of  St.  Do- 
mioffo. 

Although  these  adventures  may  be  no  more 
thtn  the  result  of  private  ffpecolations,  the  Gov- 
^orometit  M  the  United  'States  is  ih>c  the  less  en- 
^gfaged  t«  put  an  end  to  them,  by  a  consequence  of 
9be  oMigatiotis  which  bind  together  all  the  <:rvi- 
-tised  Powers,  all  those  who  are  hi  a  state  of  peace. 
No  Gkivernment  can  second  the  spirit  of  revolt  of 
ith«  subjects  of  another  Power ;  and,  as  in  this 
«Cateof  thitt^it  cannot  nraiotain  communicatioofl 
*witfa  th^m,  Ft  ou^ht  not  to  fttvor  those  which  its 
4»ini  subjects  maintain. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  Cbvemment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  longer  shut  its  eyes  upon  the 
•isomf&unieatioiis  of  their  commerce  with  St.  Do- 
^feningo.  The  adventures  for  that  island  are  making 
"With  a  scandulous  publicity.  They  are  supported 
%y  armed  vessels.  At  their  return,  feasts  are  given 
in  order  to  vaunt  the  suceessof  their  vpeoulations; 
and  the  acknowledgment,  even  the  eulogies  of 
Government  are  so  much  relied  upon,  that  it  is  at 
Ihete  feasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  immense  eon- 
"^enurse,  where  are  found  the  first  authorities  of  the 
country,  that  the  principles  of  the  Gbvemmentof 
"Hayti  are  celebrated,  and  that  vows  are  made  foir 
-its  duration. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  tran&mh  to  your  Bxcel' 

lency  an  elttact  of  an  American  journal,  in  which 

lire  contained  sundry  details  of  a  feast  given  in  the 

.port  of  New  York,  on  board  of  a  convoy  which 

fead  arrived  from  St.  Domingo. 

The  ninth  toast,  |pven  to  the  Government  of 
^Rajyti,  cannot  fail,  sir,  to  excite  your  indignation. 
4t  IS  not,  after  having  covered  everything  with 
blood  and  with  ruins,  that  the  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ought  to  hare  foaad  apologists  in  a  nation 
the  friend  of  Franee. 

But  they  do  not  stop  at  their  first  speculations. 
The  company  of  merchants,  which  gave  a  feast 
^n  tlie  return  of  their  adventure,  is  preparing  a 
'8e«ond  convoy,  and  proposes  to  place  it  under  the 
'ascort  of  several  arnied  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  you  may  be  pleaaed  to«aU  the 
i^aost  serious  attention  of  your  Gbvemment  to- 
wards a  series  of  iicts,  which  it  becomes  its  dig- 
nity and  candor  no  km^r  to  permit.  The  Fed* 
arai  Government  cannot  so  far  separate  itself  from 
the  Tofhabiiattts  of  the  United  States,  as  to  permit 
to  them  acts  and  communications  which  it  thinks 
Itself  bound  to  interdict  to  itself,  or  as  to  think 
that  it  can  distinguish  its  own  responsibility  from 
-that  of  its  subjects,  when  tberais  in  question  an  un- 

Earalleled  revolt,  whose  cirooaaianees  and  whose 
orvible.ooMeqBeDees  must  alarm  all  nat40cs,and 
who  are  all  equally  interested  in  seeing  it  cease. 
Fiance  ought  to  expect  from  the  amity  of  the 


United  States,  and  His  Majesty  charges  me,  sir, 
to  request,  in  his  name,  that  they  interdict  every 
private  adventure,  which,  under  anjr  pretext  « 
designation  whatever,  mtLj  be  destined  to  the 
ports  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

Receive.  General,  the  assurances  of  my  h^ 
condderation.  C.  M.  TALLEYRAND. 

To  His  ExcV  Gea.  ABJiaraoNa, 
MiniMer  PlenipotefUiary  §^tht  IL  & 


Fram  M.  TatteyvaBd  to  CtoeNl . 

Paris,  (29(h  Thermidor,  IM  jfearj 
Augu9t  13, 1W&. 

SiB :  Since  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write 
to  you,  on  the  2nd  Thermidor,  concerning  the 
armameoto  which  were  making  in  the  ports  of  ihe 
United  States  for  the  western  part  of  St.  Dominca, 
fresh  information  upon  this  point  confirms  every- 
thing which  had  been  received.  The  advotorei 
for  St.  Domingo  are  publicly  made;  veanb  are 
armed  for  war  to  protect  the  convoys ;  and  it  ii 
in  virtue  of  contracts  entered  into  between  Des- 
salioes  and  American  merchants,  that  the  kucr 
send  him  supplies  and  munitions  of  war. 

1  add,  sir,  to  the  letter  which  I  haTe  the  hoasr 
to  write  to  you,  a  copy  of  a  sentence  given  at  Hali- 
fax, in  the  matter  of  a  merchant  cm  New  York, 
who  had  conveyed  into  the  revolted  part  c^Sl 
Domingo  three  cargoes  of  gunpowder,  aad  who 
was  taken  on  his  return  bjr  an  English  frigate. 

If  even  in  the  English  tribunal,  where  this  pciie 
was  condemned,  the  whole  island  of  St.  Dominco 
was  considered  as  a  French  colonf ,  how  can  the 
Federal  Government  tolerate  that  the  rebels  sf 
this  colony  should  continue  to  receive  from  Aimt- 
ica  succors  against  the  parent  country  ?  It  is  ia- 
possible  that  that  Government  should  be  ignofaat 
of  the  armaments  making  in  its  ports.  Too  mack 
publicity  is  given  to  them  not  to  render  ii  reapoa- 
sible  \  and  it  ought  to  perceive  that  it  is  contrary 
to  every  system  of  peace  and  good  friendship  to 
suffer  longer  in  its  ports  armaments  evideatiy  di- 
rected against  France. 

Without  doubt  the  Federal  Government  wenU 
not  wish,  in  order  to  favor  certain  nrivate  mea- 
lations,  to  give  new  facilities  to  rebcliton  and  rob- 
bery (brigandage:)  the  tolerance  ofacommerae 
so  scandalous  would  be  unworthy  of  it.  Neither 
vour  Government  nor  His  Majesty  can  be  any 
longer  iodiflferent  to  it;  and,  as  the  sertoosness  of 
the  facts  which  occasion  thb  complaiiit  Mip% 
His  Majestv  to  consider  as  good  prize  everything 
which  shall  enter  the  port  of  St.  Domingo  oecn- 
pied  by  the  rebeb,  and  everything  comii^  out,  he 
persuades  himself  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  Will  take,  on  its  part,  against  ths 
commerccj  at  once  illicit  and  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  all  the  repressin 
and  authoritative  measures  proper  to  put  an  esj 
to  it.  This  system  of  impunity  and  tolerance  cfl 
no  longer  continue ;  and  Hb  Majesty  isconviaeei 
that  your  Government  will  think  it  due  fhunio 
frankness  promptly  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Receive^  ^h  ^^^  assurances  of  my  hieh  coinii- 
eration.  CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
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Correipondmoe  rfihe  Secretary  ef8taU  wUkike 
Mmrqmide  Yrujo 

The  Bacwtaiy  of  Btete  to  Ihe  M arqub  do  Tngo. 
Department  of  State,  Jan.  15, 1806. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  just  objections  which 
your  conduct  had  furnished  against  your  counte- 
nance here,  as  the  or^an  of  communicatioa  on 
the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  it  Was  signified 
at  Madrid  in  the  month  of  April  last,  through  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  there,  that  the  sub- 
stitution of  another  was  desired  by  the  President. 

In  reply  it  was  intimated  by  Mr.  Cevallos,  that 
as  you  had  yourself  expressed  a  wish  and  ob* 
taioed  pecmissiQU  to  return  to  Spain,  the  {purpose 
might  be  accomplished  without  the  necessity  pf  a 
recall,  and  that  such  a  change  in  the  mode  would 
be  agreeable  to  your  Qoveroment;  in  a  spirit  of 
eonciliation  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Mr. 
C^raltoB  was  admitted ;  and  it  was  not  doubted, 
that  it  would  without  delay  have  been  carried 
into  effect.  It  is  seen,  ihereiore,  not  without  sur- 
prise, that,  at  this  late  day,  you  should  have  re- 
paired to  the  seat  of  Qorernment,  as  if  nothing 
bad  occurred,  rendering  such  a  step  improper. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  nas 
charged  me  to  signify  to  you,  that  your  remain- 
iDg  at  this  place  is  dissatisfactory  to  him,  and  that 
although  he  cannot  permit  himself  to  insist  on 
^ur  departure  from  the  United  States  during  an 
inclement  season,  he  expects  it  will  not  be  un- 
neeessarilvpostponedjafterthisobstacle  has  ceased. 

I  am  charged  bv  the  President,  at  the  same 
time,  to  let  it  be  fully  understood  tnat  the  consid- 
erations which  hare  led  to  this  explanation,  be- 
ing altogether  personal,  thej  are  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  the  readf  admission  of  a  successor,  and 
'With  all  the  attention,  which  can  be  due  to  what- 
ever communications  His  Catholic  Majesty  may 
please  to  make,  with  a  riew  to  cultivate  harmony 
aod  friendship  between  the  two  nations. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  consider- 
ation and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
JAMBS  MADISON. 

The  Maiqnis  do  CsisTn^  to  Mr.  Madison. 
WA0BINOTON,  JdtL  16, 1806. 
8ia :  I  hare  just  received  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, in  which  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me,  that  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  having  solicit- 
ed my  recall  to  Madrid,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  he  has  heard  with  surprise  my  arrival  in  this 
city,  the  residence  of  Qovernment,  and  that  he 
thinks  this  step  of  mine  improper,  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  that  my  stay  here  would  be  dissatis- 
factory to  him.    As  the  obiect  of  my  journey  is 
not  with  the  view  to  hatch  plots,  to  excite  con- 
spiracies, or  to  promote  any  attempt  whatever 
against  tne  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  and 
as  hitherto  I  have  not  either  directly  or  indirectly 
committed  acts  of  a  similar  tendency,  which  alone 
would  justify  the  tenor  and  object  or  your  letter  j 
to  which  I  reply,  my  arrival  here  is  an  innocent 
and  legal  act,  which  leaves  me  in  the  full  enjoy- 


public  character,  or  as  a  private  iodividiiaL 
Making  use,  therefore,  of  these  rights  and  privi- 
leges^ 1  intend  remaining  in  this  citr,  four  miles 
square,  in  which  the  Government  resiues,  asloDg  as 
it  may  suit  the  interest  of  the  King  my  master,  or 
my  own  personal  convenience ;  I  mast  at  the  same 
time  add  that  I  shall  not  lose  sight  of  these  two 
circumstanoes,  as  respect  the  period  add  season 
in  which  our  mutual  desires  for  my  departure 
from  the-  United  States  are  to  be  accomplished. 

In  regard  to  the  objections  whieh  this  Qorem- 
ment.  la  its  wisdom,  is  plelwed  to  call  jast,  respeet- 
i|ig  the  demand  of  my  lemoral,  I  shaH  take  tl« 
libertyofobserring that  although  this  Geremmeat 
nadmibt  may  Imvc  had  their  reasons  to  sdkit  It, 
they  iMtherto  hare  forgotten  to  oommuoicate  them 
to  mine;  for  Mr.  Monroe's  official  letter  to  Mr. 
Cerallos  on  this  subject  merely  contains  ragae, 
undetermined,  general  assertions,  destitute  of  any 
proof  whaterer.  It  is  true,  that  ne  alludes  to  an 
attempt  of  mine  to  bribe  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  equallr  so  that  as  this  assertion  of 
Qorerhment  is  gronnaed  on  a  reference  to  a  testi- 
mony already  prored  incorrect,  I  may  without 
wounding  the  reelings  of,  or  be  wanting  in  that 
respect  which  I  owe  this  Administration,  permit 
myself  to  call  it  false  and  calumnious. 

Independent  of  that,  in  the  letter  I  had  the  hon- 
or of  writing  to  you,  sir,  earlr  in  Sept.  1804,  in 
which  this  business  was  completely  and  satisfac- 
torily explained,  if  in  fact  the  editor  of  the  Con-  , 
mercial  Register  could  ever  be  considered  as  an 
organ  of  truth,  what  would  the  American  people 
think  of  their  chief  magistrate,  of  the  heads  of  the 
departments,  and  of  the  acts  of  tnis  administration  t 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  endearor  to  change  by 
this  explanation,  the  disposition  of  this  Gk>rern- 
ment  towards  my  person ;  my  object  is  solely  to 
fulfil  the  duty  my  situation  imposes  on  me  of 
again  repelling  an  impntation,  which  is  as  impro- 
bable in  itself  as  it  is  calumnious  against  both 
my  pubGc  and  prirate  character. 

I  shall  therefore,  sir,  communicate  your  letter 
of  yesterday,  to  my  Qorernment :  I  shall  also  in- 
form it  of  my  answer,  thereto ;  and  whenerer  by 
order  of  the  King  my  master.  I  am  to  return  to 
Spain,  I  shall  quit  the  United  States  with  senti- 
ments of  affection  towards  a  rirtuoos  people,  in 
whose  bosom  I  have  lived  ten  years,  with  tne  in- 
timate testimony  of  having  never  committed  any 
grounded  offence  against  their  Government;  and 
above  all,  with  the  consoling  satisfaction  of  har- 
ing  employed  all  my  zeal  and  feeble  talents  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  the  best  of  Kings. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  dkc. 

M.  D£  CASA  YRUJO. 

Jambs  Mapisoh,  Esq. 

M.de  CssaYnjo  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Washington,  Jan,  19, 1806. 
Sia:  Having  gone  through  the  personal  ex- 
planations, which  for  just  motives  I  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  in  my  first  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,    I  must  now  inform 


and  legal  act,  wnicn  leaves  me  m  the  lull  enjoy-    letter  ot  the  loin  instant,    i  must  now  inioroi 
jnent  of  all  my  righu  and  privileges,  both  as  a  |  you,  sir,  what  otherwise  would  then  have  consti 
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toted  my  sole  rep]^,  namely,  that  the  Envoy  Ex- 
traOTdinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  near  the  United  States  receires 
no  orders  except  from  his  Sovereign.  I  must 
also  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  I  consider  both  the 
■tyle  and  tenor  of  your  letter  as  indecorous,  and 
its  object  an  infraction  of  the  privileges  attached 
to  my  public  character.  This  violation  of  the 
diplomatic  rights  and  privileges,  as  inex^icable 
in  itself  as  it  is  ill  grounded^  requires  on  mv  part 
the  most  solemn  protest  against  your  said  letter, 
its  style,  and  the  mteflt  with  which  it  is  addressed 
to  me.  I  do  therefore  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  I  possibly  can  against  this  improper  step 
of  yours,  sir ;  a  step  which,  under  toe  existing 
eircumstances,  is  as  contrary  to  the  diplomatic 
laws  and  usages,  as  it  is  to  the  spirit  of  tne  Con- 


stimtion  and  Ctovemment  of  this  coantry ;  tad 
in  order  that  your  conduct,  sir,  in  this  ease,  may 
not  in  anv  manner  affect  the  privileges  of  the 
body  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong,  I  Ml 
immediately  transmit  to  the  other  members  there- 
of accredited  near  the  United  States  a  copy  of 
your  said  letter,  of  m]^  first  answer,  and  of  thb 
my  protest,  that  on  their  part  they  may  make  the 
proper  use  thereof,  and  also  that  it  may  always 
appear  that  if  there  has  existed  on  the  part  d 
this  Administration  an  arbitrary  determioatioo  to 
violate  the  rights  of  embassy,  respected  by  every 
civilized  nation,  there  did  also  exist  in  me  the 
just  resolution  of  repelling  any  similar  attempt 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

M.  DE  CASA  YRDJO. 

James  Madison,  Esq. 
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PASSED  AT  THE  FIBST  SESSION  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON*  DECEMBER  %  1805. 


AN  ACT  mddng  «n  additional  ^>propriBtioh  for  the 

NaTal  service,  during  the  jear  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fiye. 

Be  it  enactedbythe  Senaie  and  House  of  Repre- 
ientatives  of  the  United  Statea  of  America,  in  um- 
eress  assembled^  That,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  object,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  towards  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
fi^e. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
afore^iid  sum  shall  be  paid,  first,  out  of  the  moneys 
accruing  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiye,  from  the  duties  laid  by 
the  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitlea 
''An  act  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers ;"  and,  secondly,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

NATHL.  MACON, 
Sheaker  of  the  House  of  Representativee. 
S.  SMITH, 
President  of  the  Senate^  pro  tempore. 

ApproTed,  December  11, 1805. 

TH.  JEPPERSON, 


An  Act  supplementaiy  to  the  ^Aet  making  prori- 
aions  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  on  the  GovenmiMit  of  France,  the 
payment  of  which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United 
otates,  by  virtue  of  the  conTention  of  the  diirtieth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
public'' 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  made  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  which  may  remain  unex- 
pended on  the  thirty-nrst  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ^ve,  shall  not  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund,  but  shall  remain 
Appropriated  to  the  same  purpose  for  which  it 
Was  originally  appropriatea,  aiiy  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
ApproTed,  December  31, 1805. 


An  Act  to  provide  lor  Light-housee  in  Long  Island 
Sound;  and  to  declare  Roxbunr,  m  the  State  of 
Msssachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  deiiYery. 
He  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  shall,  be,  ainl  he  hereby  ii|  authorised 


and  required  to  cause  two  good  and  sufficient 
light-houses  to  be  erected  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
one  to  be  placed  on  Watch  HiU  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Westerly,  and  State  of  Rhode  Islaudi 
and  the  other  on  Sands's  or  Watch  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Northampsted,  on  Long  Island,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  to  appoint  the  keepers 
of  the  said  light-houses,  (under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,)  and  other- 
wise provide  for  such  light-houses,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States :  J^rovided,  That  sufficient 
land,  for  the  accommodation  of  such  light-houses, 
can  be  obtained,  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  the 
Legislatures  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  Tork  shall 
cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same  to  the  United 
States.  And  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  the  saia  lights 
houses,  to  be  paid  out  ofany^  moneys  in  the  Trea* 
sury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  itfwriher  enacted^  Thiat  it  shidl 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  said  light-houses  so  to  be  constructed 
that  their  lights  on  bein^  discovered  mav,  with 
certainty,  be  distinguisheafrom  those  of  alt  other 
light-houses,  heretofore  erected  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
town  or  landing  place  of  Roxbury,  m  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charlea- 
town,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations 
and  restrictions  as  other  ports  of  delivery  in  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  January  22, 1806. 

An  Act  making  an  additional  appopiiation  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  appropnatioa  for  the  Naral 
service,  during  the  year  one  Uiousand  eight  hundred 
and  iiYe* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  supplying  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriation  for  the  naval  service, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwbe  appropriated,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is  appropriatea. 
Approved,  January  22, 1806. 


An  Act  making  provision  for  defiraying  any  < 
dinaiv  expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^  That  a  sum  of  two  millions 

of  dollars  be.  and  the  same  is  heiebvLappiopriAted 
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towards  defraying  ao^  ezfrndrdiDary  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  to  be  applied  obder  the  diree^ 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  cause  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum, 
or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Con- 

frress  of  the  United  States.    And  it  shall  be  law- 
ul  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  same. 

Sbc.  3.  Andoe  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
at  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyond  the  permanent 
appropriation  heretofore  charged  upon  them,  by 
law,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is.  j^edged  and  appro- 

friated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  reim- 
ursement  of  the  principal,  of  all  such  moneys  as 
may  be  borrowed  m  pursuance  of  this  act  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  wnich  the 
loaa  or  loans  may  be  effected. 
Approved,  February  13, 1806. 

Aa  Act  making  a  further  amMropriation  for  the  support 
of  a  Libraiy. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That,  in  additioB  to  the  ua- 
expended  balapce  of  the  former  appropriation 
vmdt  to  purehaise  books  for  the  use  or  Congress, 
which  i»  hereby  revived  and  continued^  there 
shall  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  yeany,  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriaited,  and  expended  under  the  direc- 
tioB  ofa  joint  committee,  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  and  three  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed  eyery  session 
of  Congress,  during  the  continuance  of  this  ap^ 
propriatioB. 

Approved,  February  21, 1806. 


An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  audfiorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhttbifmnts  of  (hiHiopolis;  and  for  oQidr 
purposes  thMeiu  mentioned." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  the  fourth 
aection  of  an  act,  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  GalH- 
opolis  3  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'' 
as  imposes  the  condition  of  an  actual  settlement 
Ota  the  said  inhabitants,  or  any  of  them,  their  heirs 
of  assigns,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
And  in  every  case  where  a  patent  has  issued,  in 
conformity  with  the  said  fourth  section,  to  any  of 
the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
the  conditions  aforesaid,  inserted  in  any  such  pat- 
ent, dhaU  beconetdered  null  and  void ;  and  the  fee 
sffeBple  be  vested  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the 
person  to  whom  such  patent  has  been  issued,  his 
or  her  heirs  or  assigns. 

•  ApproMl,  February  21, 1806» 


An  Act  fey  the  relief  of  the  Qovemor,  I 

JudgM  of  the  late  Teiritoiy  of  the  United  StalesNordK 

west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted^.,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  ana  they  hereby  wn^ 
authorized  and  directed  to  settle,  at  the  rate  of 
compensation  heretofore  established,  the  accoaoCs 
of  the  Governor,  SecreUry,  and  Judges  of  the 
late  Territory  of  the  United  Statea  Norifawett  of 
the  river  Ohio,  for  their  services  while  acting  in 
those  capacities,  respectively,  at  any  time  between 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November^  one  thoaaao^ 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  firM  Tuesday  %it 
March,  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  iteaa. 

Approved,  February  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intaicoiirBehetweea 
the  United  States  and  certain  parte  of  the  idead 
of  St.  Domingo. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That  all  comiaereial  iater- 
course  between  any  person  or  persooa  resideat 
within  the  United  States,  and  aov  persoa  ov  per- 
sons resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of  Su 
Domingo,  not  in  poaseaaion,  and  under  Ifae  ae- 
knowledged  Qovernment  of  France,  shall  be^  and 
js  herebjr  prohibited;  and  any  ship  or  vesaek^ 
owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  te 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United 
SuteS)  and  sailing  from  an?  port  of  tha  United 
Sutes,  after  due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  enatoa 
houses,  respectively,  which,  contrary  to  the  iateai 
hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  shall  be 
destined  to  proceed,  whether  directly,  or  from  aaf 
intermediate  port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  not  in  posasessioii,  and  under  the 
acknowledged  Government  of  France ;  and  also 
any  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  MBtermpted  in 
such  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from  such 
voyaffe,  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  competoit  ju- 
risdiction. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after 
due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  hoosesy 
no  ship  or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clear- 
ance for  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of  SU 
Domingo,  and  not  in  the  actual  possesuon  of 
France:  nor  shall  any  clearance  be  granted  for  a 
foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  hired, 
or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or 
persons,  resident  within  the  United  States,  until 
the  owner  or  the  employer  for  the  voya^  or  hia 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shall  give  bond 
to  the  United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  vessel  and  of  her  carffo,  with  condition  that 
the  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be 
required,  is  destined  to  some  port  or  place  without 
the  limits  of  such  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domin- 
go, as  shall  npt  be  in  the  actual  posses&tion,  and 
under  the  acknowledged  GKivernment  of  Franec^ 
and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  be  vol- 


untarily carried,  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether 
directly  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  ptace,  to 
any  port  or  place  witfarn  such  part  of  toe  fskM 
of  Bi.  Domingo^  aaahall  not  ke  in  the  aetnal  pm^ 
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sesskm,  aod  ander  the  acknowledge^  Gk>f<erMDeat 
of  France ;  and  ia  case  of  being  forced  by  any 
oasaalty  into  any  port  or  place  bereby  interdicted^ 
shall  not,  at  any  suob  port  or  place,  Yolaalarily 
sell,  deliver,  or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo,  ex- 
cept 80  mneb  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
defray  the  expenses  requisite  to  enable  such  yes- 
sel  to  proce^a  on  her  intended  Toya|[e ;  and  gen- 
erally, that  such  ship  or  yessel^  whilst  on  such 
voyage,  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or 
commerce,  with  or  for  any  person  resioent  within 
any  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  the 
actual  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
dovemment  of  France. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act,  and  which  may  be  recovered,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'^ 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  and  may  be  miti- 
gated and  remitted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  mitigating  and  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities, 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned;^ 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  se?en 
nundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  one  yaar, 
and  no  longer. 

Sao.  5.  And  he  it  furrier  enacted,  That  at  any 
time  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  be  law* 
fill  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  if  he 
tball  deem  it  expedient,  and  consistent  with  the 
intereats  of  the  United  States,  by  his  order,  to  re- 
mit and  discontinue  the  reftraintsand  prohibitions 
on  the  commerce  aforesaid. 

Approved,  Febroary  26;  1806w 

An  Act  authorising  the  sale  ot  a  tract  of  land,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That,  for  the  disposal  of  a 
certain  tract  or  lot  of  land,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  on  the 
Ohio,  being  the  same  on  which  Fort  Washington 
was  erected,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  off 
into  town  lots,  streets,  and  avenues,  in  such  buu>- 
Her,  and  of  such  dimensions,  as  he  may  judge  pro- 
per, eooforming  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  original 
plan  of  the  town :  when  the  survey  is  completed, 
a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  surveyor 

rsral,  on  which  the  lots  ahall  be  denominated 
progressive  numbers,  who  shall  therefrom 
eause  two  copies  to  be  made,  one  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other 
to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Cincinnati:  on 
the  receipt  of  whioh  plat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tseasof y  shall  causo  the  said  town  Urta  to  be  o^ 
Wed  to  the  highest  bMder  at  public  sale,  to  be 
hekl  at  Cincinnati,  onder  the  superintendence  of 
lh#  regiaiet  and  MoeiTer  of  tka  kpd  office  in  the 


district  of  Oincinnati^  on  the  same  tetms  and. 
oondiiioos  as  have  been  provided  for  the  pobHa 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Statea* 
Six  weeks  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  day  of  sale^. 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  publishfld  in  xb»  Bum 
of  Ohio. 
Approved,  Febmary  26, 1806. 


An  Aot  extending  the  powecs  of  1^  Sisrvsyor  Q^ap 
«ral  to  the  Teriitory  of  Louisiana;  and  fat  oth(f% 
parpose^ 

Beit  eneu^  ^  That  the  powers  vested  b]f 
law  in  the  Surveyor  Qeneral  shall  extend  over 
all  the  public  knds  of  the  United  States,  m  th» 
Territory  of  Louisiaaa)  to  whioh  the  Indian  title  • 
has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  extiogaished.  It 
shall  be  the  du^  of  the  said  Surveyor  Qeneral  ta 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  skiunl  survey or% 
aa  his  deputies,  in  the  said  Territory,  one  of  whona 
he  ahall,  with  the  approbattoo  of  the  Secretary  oi 
the  Trenanry,  desij^nate  as  hie  prtnoipal  dapuC]^ 
for  the  same.  Which  said  deputies  shall  seveiallf 
take  an  oath,  or  i^rmatton,  truly  and  fiiithfolljr 
to  disehnge  the  duties  of  their  respecttva  offieei*. 
The  said  principal  depoty  shall  reside  and  keef^ 
an  office  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall,  imder 
the  soperintendenee  of  the  Surveyor  Qeneral,  ei»*^ 
cute,  or  cause  to  be  exee«ted  by  the  other  deputiei^ 
sooh  swrvevs  as  may  hereafter  be  anthil^ixed  by 
law,  or  aa  ae  may  be  directed  to  exeente  by  tho 
ooraorissionefs  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascer^ 
taining  the  titles  and  claims  to  laod  within  th« 
Territory  aforesaid ;  and  shall  generally  perform 
therein,  in  conformity  with  theragolations  and 
instraetions  of  the  said  Surveyor  Qeneral,  thsf 
dnttes  iaapooed  by  law  on  the  said  Sarreyor  Qeat* 
oral. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  th« 
plots  of  surveys,  and  all  other  papers  and  dosn- 
meats  peruining,  or  which  did  pertain  to  the  of- 
fice of  Surveyor  General^  under  the  Spanish  Qov- 
emment,  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  afore« 
said,  or  to  any  other  office  heretofore  establishBd 
or  authori^edf  for  the  purpose  of  executing,  or  re- 
cording surveys  of  lands  within  the  said  limits, 
shall  be  deitvered  to  the  principal  deputy  afore^ 
said )  and  no  plot  of  surrey  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence,  in  any  court  of  justice,  unless  certified 
by  the  said  principal  deputy,  to  be  a  true  copy  of 
the  record  in  hrs  office. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  eneteted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled,  *'  An  aet  for  ascertaioini^  and 
adjust^nff  the  titles  and  cbims  to  laod  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleaas,  and  the  district  of  Loui- 
siana,^' as  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  claimi^nt  to 
lands,  withia  the  Territory  of  Louisiana^  to  deliver 
to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  a  plot  of  the  tract,  or 
tracts,  claimed  by  him,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed,  so  far  as  relates  to  claimants  whose  tracts 
had  not  been  surveyed  by  the  proper  officer,  onder 
the  Spanish  Qoverament,  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  orI)ccember,ooe  thoittand  eight  hundred  and 
three.  And  the  commissioners  appointed  for  as- 
certaining the  titles  and  claims  to  lands,  within 
.  eithcff  tha  Tirritofy  of  LoolaiaM^or  that  of  Or» 
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tesBs,  are  authorized  to  direct  the  officer  exercb- 
tog  the  powers  of  Sarreyor  GJeaeral,  within  the 
aame,  to  execute  such  survejs  as  thejr  may  think 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  or  deciding  on  claims 
presented  for  their  decbion ;  Provided,  That  the 
expense  of  executing  sDch  surveys  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  parties  claiminff  the  land,  unless  the  same 
be  claimed  by  a  legal  French  or  Spanish  grant, 
made  and  completed  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, Ode  thousand  eight  hundred :  And  provided 
4d$o^  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted.  That  erery 
such  survey,  as  well  as  every  other  survey,  by 
whatever  authority  heretofore  executed,  those  of 
the  abovementioned  Wal  and  complete  titles  only 
•excepted,  shall  be  held  and  considlered  as  private 
■surveys  only ;  and  all  the  tracts  of  land,  the  titles 
%o  which  may  be  ultimately  confirmed  by  Con- 
j^resi,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
«eC  abovementioned,  shall,  prior  to  the  issuing  of 
patents,  be  re-surveyed,  if  judged  necessary,  uMer 
tJbe  authority  of  the  person  exercising  the  powers 
of  Surveyor  General,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
parties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  the 
Surveyor  General  shall  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  deputy  surveyors,  chain  carriers,  and  axemen, 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana :  Provided^  That 
the  whole  expense  of  surveying  and  marking  the 
lines,  whether  paid  by  the  United  States,  or  by 
individuals^hau  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  mile, 
for  every  mile  that  shall  be  actually  run,  or  sur- 
Teyed  and  marked.  And  the  principal  deputy 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  mdi- 
Tiduals  the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say ;  for  ex- 
amining and  recocdinff  the  surveys  executed  by 
lay  of  UM  deputies,  at  Sie  rate  of  twenty-five  cents 
for  every  mile  of  the  boundary  line  ot  such  but- 
▼ey,  and  for  a  certified  copy  or  any  plot  of  a  sur- 
vey in  his  office,  twenty-five  cents. 
Approved,  February  28, 1806. 

An  Act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circoit  court 
in  the  district  of  North  Carolina ;  and  for  aboUshing 
the  July  term  of  the  Kentucky  district  court 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.  That  the  June  term  of  the 
circuit  court  how  hoklen  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  com- 
mence and  be  holden  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
•ame  month,  anything  contained  in  any  former 
act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
that  all  actions^  suits,  process,  pleadings,  aud  other 
proceeding^  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  civil 
or  criminal,  commenced  or  to  commence  in  the 
aaid  court,  and  all  recognizances  returnable  to  the 
paid  court  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  be 
continued,  returned  to.  and  have  day  in  the  sea- 
aion  to  be  holden  by  tnis  act,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  thereon  as  heretofore,  and 
shall  have  all  the  effect,  power,  and  virtue  as  if 
the  alteration  had  never  been  made ;  Provided, 
nevertheless,  That  when  the  twentieth  day  of  June 
shall  happen  on  Sunday,  the  next  shall  be  the  first 
juridical  day. 

Sfio.  2.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next|  so  muoh  of 


all  and  every  act  or  acts,  as  directs  that  a  distnct 
court,  for  the  Kentucky  district,  shall  be  holden 
on  the  first  Monday  in  July,  in  every  year,  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereljy  repealed. 
Approved,  February  28, 1806. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  ad  ot 
the  State  of  PennsyWania,  entitled  '<An  act  to  ent- 
power  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia to  collect  a  certain  daty  on  tonnage,  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  it  is  nereby  granted  and  declared,  to 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, passed  on  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  entitled 
"An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty 
on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned^^ 
so  far  as  to  enable  tne  State  of  Pennsylvania  to 
collect  a  duty  of  four  cents,  per  ton,  on  all  vessels 
which  shall  clear  out  from  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia for  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  to  he 
expended  in  building  piers  in,  and  otherwise  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware, 
agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  said  act. 

Approved,  February  28, 1806. 

An  Act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to  State 
Judges  and  State  Courta. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  respectiTe  eonnty 
courts  within,  or  next  adjoining,  the  rerenne  dis- 
tricts hereinaAer  mentioned,  shall  be  and  are  here- 
by authorized  to  take  cognizance  of  all  complainti 
and  prosecutions  for  fines^  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, arising  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  districts  of  Champlain,  Sackcc 
Harbor^  Oswego,  Qenesee,  Niagara,  and  Bo&lo 
Creek,  m  the  State  of  New  Tore,  and  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Pres<}ue  Isle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvmnia; 
and  the  district  aUomeys  of  New  York  and  Pe 


substitute  or  deputy,  respectively,  to  prose- 
cute for  the  United  States  in  each  of  the  siM 
county  courts,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affrmed  to 
the  faithful  execution  of  his  duty,  as  a  proaecntor 
aforesaid :  Provided,  That  this  authority  shall 
not  be  construed  to  extend  jurisdiction  to  dM 
county  couru  aforesaid,  over  any  civil  cause, 
which  may  arise  in  any  of  those  rerenae  districCL 
for  the  collection  of  duties  payable  to  the  United 
States  i  or  bonds  or  securities  girea  for  the  seen- 
rity  and  payment  of  duties  to  the  United  States. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  H  further  enacted,  That  the 
countv  couru  aforesaid,  or  the  first  judce  oftmek 
of  said  courts,  shall  be.  and  hereby  are,  uircher  an- 
all  and  every  power  in  < 


thortzed  to  exercise  i 

of  a  criminal  nature,  cognizable  before  them  by 
virtue  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  for  the  pin>- 
pose  of  obtaining  a  mitigation  or  remisaiott  of  any 
one,  penalty,  or  foifeiture,  which  may  be  ezer> 
cised  by  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,  in  cases 
depending  before  them,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  third  of  March,  om 
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tboqsaiid  seven  bundled,  and  ninety-seyen,  enti^ 
tied  *^  An  aet  to  provide  for  mitigmting  or  remitting 
the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  accruing 
in  certain  caees  tbereia  meotioaed.''  And  in  tbe 
eiercise  of  tbe  authority,  by  tbis  section  given  to 
said  conutv  courts  or  to  tbe  first  judges  thereof, 
they  shall  be  governed  in  everjr  respect  bv  tbe  reg- 
ulations, restrictions,  and  provisions  of  the  lavr  of 
the  United  States,  passed  on  tbe  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
aforesaid ;  with  this  difierenee  only,  that  instead  or 
notifying  the  district  attorneys,  respectively,  said 
county  courts,  or  the  first  judges  thereof,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  shall,  before  exercising  said  authori- 
ties, cause  reasonable  notice  to  be  given  to  tbe 
attorney  who  may  have  been  appointed  and  strorn 
or  affirmed  to  prosecute  for  tbe  United  States,  in 
such  court,  that  be  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
showing  cause  against  the  miti^tion  or  remis- 
sion of  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  rtaiain  in  force  during  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  its  passage,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Confess  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  March  8, 1800. 

An  Act  declaring  tbe  town  of  Jersey,  in  tbe  State  of 
New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  defivery ;  and  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  on  Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's 
Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

"^  Beit  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  town,  or  landing 
place  of  Jersey,  snaft  be  a  port  of  delivery,  to  be 
annexed  to  the  district  of  Perth  Amboy,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  other  ports  of  delivery  in  the  United  States. 
And  there  shall  be  appointed  a  survevor  to  reside 
at  tbe  said  port  of  delivery,  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive,  m  addition  to  the  other  emoluments 
allowed  by  law,  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars^ 
annually. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  shall  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  cause  a  good 
and  aumcient  light-bouse  to  be  erected  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 

i selecting  either  place,  as  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  may  deem  most  eligible,)  and  to 
appoint  a  keeper,  and  otherwise  provide  for  such 
light-house,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States : 
Provided,  That  sufficient  land  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  such  light-house  can  be  obtained  at  a 
reasonable  price,  and  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same 
to  tbe  Ifnited  Sutes.  And  the  sum  of  five  thou* 
sand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  erec- 
tion of  said  light-house,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 
Approved,  March  8, 1806. 

Aa  Aet  to  incorparata  tboTmstaesof  tbe  Prediyteiian 
Coagiegation  of  Georgetown. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  Stephen  B.  Balch,  Wil- 
liam Wbann,  James  Malvin,  loba  Maffit,  John 


Peter,  Joshua  Dawson,  James  Calder,  George 
Thompson,  Richard  Elliott,  David  Wiley,  and 
Andrew  Ross,  and  their  successors,  duly  elected 
or  appointed,  in  manner  hereinafter  directed,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  made,  declared,  and  constitu- 
ted a  corporation  and  body  politic,  in  law  and  in 
fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  bv  the  name^ 
style,  and  title  of  "  the  Trustees  of  tne  Presbyte- 
rian Congregation,  in  Georgetown." 

JSbo.  2.  And  be  ttjurther  enacted,  That  all  and 
singular  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities, 
rijgbts,  privileges,  goods,  and  chattels,  heretofore 
given,  granted,  devised,  or  bequeathed  to  tbe  said 
congregation,  or  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  tbe 
use  thereof,  or  that  have  been  purchased  for,  or 
on  account  of  the  same,  be,  and  are  hereby,  vested 
in  and  confirmed  to  the  said  corporation :  And, 
Jurther,  That  the  said  corporation  may  purchase, 
take,  receive,  and  enjoy,  any  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  annuities,  rights,  or  privileges^  or  any  goods, 
chattels,  or  other  effects,  of  what  kind  or  nature 
soever,  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  given, 
granted,  sold,  bequeathed,  or  devised,  unto  them 
by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic,  or  corpo- 
rate, capable  of  making  euch  gift,  grant,  sale,  or 
bequest;  and  the  said  property,  real  or  personal, 
to  rent,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of^  as  fully  and  effectually  as  any  person, 
or  persons^  bodies  politic,  or  corporate,  may  or  can 
do :  Pranded,  That  the  clear  annual  income  of 
all  such  property  may  not  exceed  thesum  of  three 
thousand  dollars ;  that  no  part  of  the  ground  now 
appropriated,  and  enclosed  for  a  grave-yard,  be 
disposed  of  jfor  any  other  purpose ;  and  that  tbe 
aforesaid  property,  real  and  personal,  be  consider- 
ed as  held  in  tbe  trust,  under  the  management, 
and  at  tbe  disposal  of  said  corporation,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  tbe  expenses  incident  to  their 
mode  of  religious  worship ;  of  enclosing  and  keep- 
ing in  decent  repair,  their  grave  yards  and  other 
lots,  with  the  buildings  tbmon ;  and  of  affording 
sued  relief  to  the  poor  as  their  funds  may  from 
time  to  time  allow,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  said 
corporation,  bv  the  name,  style,  and  title  aforesaid, 
be,  and  shall  ne  hereafter  forever,  able  and  capa- 
ble in  law,  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend 
and  be  defended,  in  an v  court  or  courts,^  or  other 
places,  and  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or 

iustices,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  within  tbe 
)istrict  of  Coiumoia,  or  elsewhere,  in  all,  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  actions,  complaints,  pleas,  causes, 
matters,  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kind  or  na- 
ture they  may  be,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  man* 
ner,  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politiCi 
or  corporate,  may  or  can  do. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  make,  have,  and  use  a  common  seal  | 
with  such  devieeand  inscription  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  tbe  same  to  break,  alter^and  renew,  at 
pleasure ;  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  secretary,  and 
such  other  ofSeers  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
and  proper;  to  assign  them  their  duties,  and  fix 
their  compensation,  and  to  remove  any,  or  all  of 
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a^m  from  office ;  appoint  another,  or  others  ro 
their  place,  as  of\en  as  they  shalt  think  fit;  to 
malre,  ordain,  estahbsh,  and  execwte,  such  hy-law» 
and  ordinances,  of  a  secular  natore,  as  may  be 
deemed  OMcful  for  their  own  government,  and  th« 
same  to  alter,  amend,  or  abrogate,  at  pleasure;  to 
fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  their  num- 
ber, between  two  anniral  elections;  and  to  deter- 
mine upon,  do,  and  transact  all  bosines!*,  and  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  said  corporation,  and  to 
the  secular  affairs  of  said  congregation,  agreeable 
to  the  rules,  ordinances  and  by-laws  thereof,  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  office :  Provided^  That 
not  less  than  five  trustees  be  a  quorum  to  do  be- 
srness ;  that  no  by-law,  rule,  or  ordinance,  shall 
be  made,  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  District. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enactedj  That  there 
shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  be- 
longing to  said  congregation,  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  every  year  hereafter,  at  the 
church  or  Usual  place  of  public  worship, at  which 
time  and  place  the  said  members,  or  such  of  them 
as  may  be  present,  shall  elect  and  choose,  by  baU 
lot,  from  their  own  number,  nine  trustees,  to  serve 
for  the  year  ensoing  their  election,  and  until  oth«*s 
aball  be  elected  or  appointed  to  serve  in  their 
place. 

8bg.  6.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
trustees  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  in  suitable 
books  for  the  purpose,  just  and  proper  entries  of 
all  the  proceedings  and  accounts  of  said  congr^ 
gation  and  corporation,  and  have  them  laid  be* 
fore  the  members  at  every  annual  meeting,  previ- 
ous to  taking  the  votes,  and  shall  always  deliver 
the  said  books^  together  with  all  the  property  of 
said  eoagregatron  and  corporation,  in  good  oMler, 
to  their  snccessors  in  office,  whenever  required. 

Approved  March  38, 1806. 


An  Act  deeUring  the  conseat  of  Congreas  to  an  act  of 
ths  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  passed  on  the  twsnty- 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  sight 
hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  aa- 
thorizing  the  City  Coondl  of  Charleston  to  impose 
and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vesseb  from 
foreign  ports. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  consent  of  Con-; 
greas  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  so  far  as  the 
same  extends  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  not  exceed- 
ing six  cents  per  ton,  on  all  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  arrive  and  be  en- 
tered in  the  port  of  Charleston  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  whatever. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aol lector  of  Charleston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
collect  the  duty  imposed  by  tius  act,  and  to  pay 


the  same  to  sueh  persons  as  shall  be  nodMrnni 
to  receive  the  same  by  the  City  CoBicil  of 
Charleston. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  Hfmiher  emnted,  Tkac  tUn 
act  atMill  be  in  force  for  thr«e  jcnra,  and  fnm 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  C 
thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  98, 188^ 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  makiar  a  nad 

from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  MaiylaBd,  to  liie 

State  of  Ohio. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  ibn 
United  States  be,  and  he  k  hereby,  aothoriied  \» 
ap|K>tnt,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eonaent  of 
the  Senate,  three  discreet  and  disinterested  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  lay  out  a  road  frona 
Cumberland,  or  a  ipeiat  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river  Potomac,  in  the  State  of  MnryLaad,  be- 
tween Cumberland  and  the  place  where  tbe  main 
road  leading  firom  Qwtnn's  to  Wincbeater,  in  Vic* 
ginia,  crosses  the  river,  to  the  Stai«  of  OhVov 
whose  dtttj  it  shall  be,  as  aeon  as  may  be,  after 
their  appomtment,  to  repair  to  Cumberland,  afote* 
said,  and  view  the  groQod.  from  the  poiats  on 
the  river  Potomac,  hereinbetore  designated,  to  the 
river  Ohio;  and  to  lay  out  in  such  direction  as 
they  shall  judge,  under  all  circumstances,  the 
most  proper,  a  road  from  thence  to  the  n'vcr 
Ohio,  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  conTCBiaat 
place,  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  bank,  oppo- 
site to  the  northern  boundary  of  Steuben viMe, 
in  said  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  mouth  of  Qmm 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  said  river  a  little 
below  Wheeling,  in  Virginia. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fwrfker  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  road  shall  be  laid  out  four  rods  in  wid^ 
and  designated  on  each  side  bv  a  plain  and  distin- 
guishable mark  on  a  tree,  or  hv  the  erection  of  a 
stake  or  monument,  sufficiently  conspicaous,  in 
every  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  distance,  at  leas^ 
where  the  road  pursues  a  straight  courae  so  ikr  or 
farther,  and  on  each  side,  at  every  point  where  an 
angle  occurs  in  its  course. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  ijt  further  enacted^  That  c6e 
commissioners  shall,  as  soon  as  mecj  be,  afker 
they  had  laid  out  said  road,  as  aforesaid,  present 
to  the  President  an  accurate  plan  of  the  samei 
with  its  several  courses  and  distances,  accompa- 
nied by  a  written  report  of  their  proceedings,  de- 
scribing the  marks  and  monumenta  by  which  the 
road  is  designated,  and  the  face  of  the  coontry 
over  which  it  passes,  and  pointing  oat  the  particu- 
lar parts,  which  they  shall  judge  require  the  most 
and  immediate  attention  and  amelioration ;  ami 
the  probable  expense  of  making  the  same  pass- 
able in  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  through  the 
whole  distance :  designating  the  State  or  States 
through  which  said  road  &s  been  laid  out,  and 
the  length  of  the  several  parta  which  are  laid  ool 
on  new  ground,  as  well  as  the  length  of  those 
parta  laid  out  on  the  road  now  taavetted.  Which 
report  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  ac- 
cept or  reject,  in  the  whole,  or  in  part.  If  he  ac^ 
eepta)  he  is  hereby  farther  autherixed  aiidreqiMsl* 
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ed  to  pnraue  such  m^Mores,  as  in  bis  opinion 
sh«n  be  proper,  to  obtain  consent  for  making  the 
road  of' the  State  or  State**,  through  which  the 
same  has  been  laid  out.  Which  consent  being 
obtains  d,  he  is  further  authorized  t«  take  prompt 
and  effectual  measures  to  cause  said  road  to  be 
made  through  the  whole  distance,  or  in  any  part 
or  parts  of  the  same  as  he  shall  judge  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good,  having  reference  to 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

See.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
parts  of  the  road  which  the  President  shall  direct 
to  be  made,  in  case  the  trees  are  standing,  shall 
be  cleared  the  whole  width  of  four  rods;  and  the 
road  shall  be  raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carriage- 
way with  stone,  earth,  or  mvet  and  sand,  or  a 
combination  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leaving  or 
making,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  ditch  or  water  course 
on  each  side,  and  contiguous  to  said  carriagf-way; 
and  in  no  instance  shall  there  be  an  elevation  in 
said  road,  when  finished,  greater  than  an  angle  of 
^e  degreees  with  the  horizon.  But  the  mantter 
of  making  said  road,  in  every  other  particular,  is 
left  to  th^  direction  of  the  President 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said 
commissioners  shall  each  receive  four  dollars  per 
day,  while  eropk>yed  as  aforesaid,  in  M\  for  their 
compensation,  including  all  expenses.  And  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  one  surveyor, 
two  chainmen,  and  one  marker,  ht  whose  faith- 
fulness and  accuracy  they,  the  said  commission- 
ers, shall  be  responsible,  to  attend  them  in  laying 
out  said  road,  who  shall  receive  in  full  satisfac- 
tion for  their  wages,  including  aH  expenses,  the 
surveyor  three  dollars  per  day.  and  each  chain- 
man  and  the  marker,  one  dollar  per  day,  while 
they  shall  be  employ  ed  in  said  bu^ness ;  of  which 
fact,  a  certificate  signed  by  said  commissioners 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence. 

Sec.  6.  And  ^  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  approprtated,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
laying  out  and  making  said  road.  And  the  Presi- 
dent IS  herebv  authorized  to  draw,  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  ^reasurv,  for  such  parts,  or  at  anv 
one  time,  for  the  whcne  of  such  sum,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  service  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  first,  out  of  the  fund 
of  two  per  cent,  reserved  for  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
seventh  section  of  an  act  passed  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  htindred  and 
two,  entitled  *^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  ^v- 
emment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes."  Three  per  cent, 
of  the  appropriation  contained  in  said  seventh 
section,  being  directed  by  a  subsequent  law,  to  the 
laying  out,  opening,  and  making  roads  within  the 
said  Sute  of  Ohio.  And  secondly^  out  of  an^ 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated; charfi^eable  upon,  and  reimbursable  at,  the 
Treasury  by  said  fund  of  two  per  cent.,  as  the 
lame  shall  aooroe. 


Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  befbre  Congress,  as  soon  as  convenience 
will  permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  ses- 
sion, a  statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this 
act,  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  such 
further  measures  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
proper,  under  existing  circumstances. 

Approved,  March  29, 1806. 

An  Act  for  establishing  rules  and  artides  for  the  gov 
ernment  of  the  Annies  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  this  act,  the  following  shall  be  the  rules 
and  arircles  by  which  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  governed : 

Article  1.  Everv  officer  now  in  the  army  of  <he 
United  States  shall,  in  six  months  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act.  and  every  officer  who  shall  here- 
alter  be  appointed,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  subscribe  these  rules  and  reg- 
ulations. 

Art.  2.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  diligently  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice ;  and  all  officers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  worship, 
shall,  if  commissioned  officers,  be  brought  before 
a  general  court  martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and 
severely  reprimanded  by  the  president;  if  non- 
commissioned officers  or  soldiers,  every  person  so 
offending  shall,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  one- 
sixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next 
pay ;  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only  for- 
feit a  like  sum.  but  be  confined  twenty-four  hours  ; 
and,  for  every  lik^  offence,  shall  suffer  and  pay  in 
like  manner;  which  money,  so  forfeited,  shaH  be 
applied  by  the  captain  or  senior  officer  of  the  troop 
or  company,  to  the  use  of  the  sidk  soldiers  of  the 
company  or  troop  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  3.  Anv  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  use  any  profane  oath  or  execration, 
shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  forgo- 
ing article ;  ana  a  commissioned  officer  shall  lor- 
feit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  such  offence  one 
dollar,  to  be  applied  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Art.  4.  Every  chaplain,  commissioned  in  the 
army  or  armies  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
absent  himself  from  the  duties  assigned  him,  (ex- 
cepting in  cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  absence,') 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  a  court  martial, 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay,  besides 
the  loss  of  his  pay  during  his  absence;  or  be  dis- 
charged, as  the  said  court  martial  shall  judge 
proper. 

Art.  5.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  use 
contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  against  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  aeainst  the  Vice 
President  thereof,  ag^ainst  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  or  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  or 
Legislature  or  any  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
he  may  be  quartered,  if  a  commissioned  officer, 
shall  oe  cashiered,  or  otherwise  punished,  as  a 
court  martial  shall  direct ;  if  a  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  martial. 
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Art,  6.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  hehare 
himself  with  contempt  or  disrespect  towards  his 
com  man  ding  officer,  shall  be  paoished  according 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a 
court  martial. 

Art.  7.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  begin, 
excite,  cause,  or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  sedition  in 
any  troop  or  company  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  any  party,  post,  detachment,  or 
guard,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment 
as  by  a  court  martial  shall  be  inflicted. 

Art,  8.  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier,  who,  being  present  at  any  mutiny  or  sedi- 
tion, does  not  use  nis  utmost  endeavor  to  suppress 
the  same,  or,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any 
intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  delay,  give 
information  thereof  to  his  commanding  officer, 
shall  be  punished  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial with  death,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  his  offence. 

Art.  9.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike 
his  superior  officer,  or  draw  or  lift  up  aoy  weapon 
or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever, or  shall  disobev  any  lawful  command  of  his 
superior  officer,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall,  according  to  the  nature  of 
nis  offence,  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  10.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  enlist  himself  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  so  enlisting, 
or  within  six  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  read  to  him,  and  shall,  by  the  officer  who 
enlisted  him,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  enlisted,  be 
taken  before  the  next  justice  of  the  peace,  or  cnief 
magistrate  of  any  city  or  town  corporate,  not  be- 
ing an  officer  of  the  army,  or  where  recourse  can- 
not be  had  to  the  civil  ma^trate,  before  the  judffe 
advocate,  and,  in  his  presence,  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation : 

^  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnlv  swear,  or  affirm,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  that  I  will  bear  true  allegiance  to 
the. United  States  of  America,  and  that  I  will 
serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against  all  their 
enemies  or  opposers  whatsoever,  and  observe  and 
obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appointed 
over  me,  according  to  the  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  XJnited 
States:"  Which  justice,  magistrate,  or  judg;e 
advocate,  is  to  give  the  officer  a  certificate,  signi- 
fying that  the  man  enlisted  did  take  the  said  oath 
or  affirmation. 

Art,  11.  After  a  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  have  been  duly  enlisted  and  sworn, 
he  shall  not  be  dismissed  the  service  without  a 
discharge  in  writing ;  and  no  discharge  granted 
to  him,  shall  be  suflScient,  which  is  not  sif^ned  by 
a  field  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs, 
or  commanding  officer  where  no  field  officer  of 
the  regiment  is  present ;  and  no  discharge  shall 
be  given  to  a  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier, 
before  his  term  of  service  has  expired,  but  by  order  I 


of  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  < 
manding  officer  of  a  department,  or  the  i 
of  a  general  court  martial ;  nor  shall  a  i 
sion«l  offiieer  be  discharged  the  service,  bat  by 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  by 
sentence  of  a  general  court  martiaL 

Art.  12,  Every  colonel,  or  other  officer,  eooa- 
manding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  and  ac- 
tually quartered  with  it,  may  give  furioogiis  to 
non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  in  sack 
numbers,  and  for  so  kmg  a  time  as  he  ahaU  judge 
to  be  most  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  aer- 
vice ;  and  a  captain,  or  other  inferior  offieac^eoa^ 
manding  a  troop  or  company,  or  in  any  sarrisaa, 
fort,  or  barrack  of  the  tTnited  States^  (his  field 
officer  being  absent,)  may  give  furloughs  to  aos- 
commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  for  a  tiiae  not 
exceeding  twenty  days  in  six  months,  but  not  to 
more  than  two  persons  to  be  absent  at  the  same 
timCj  except  some  extraordinary  occasion  shoald 
require  it. 

Art.  13.  At  every  muster,  the  commaadingflii- 
cer  of  each  regiment,  troop,  or  company  thcR 
present,  shall  give  to  the  commissary  6i  muster^ 
or  other  officer  who  musters  the  said  regimcat, 
troop,  or  company,  certificates  signed  by  himself 
signifying  how  long  such  officers,  as  shall  not  ap- 
pear at  the  said  muster,  have  been  absent,  and  the 
reason  of  their  absence.  In  like  manner,  the  con- 
manding  officer  of  every  troop  or  company,  shall 
give  certificates,  signifying  the  reasons  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate soldiers,  which  reasons,  and  time  of  absenec^ 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  muster  rolls,  opposite  the 
name  of  the  respective  absent  officers  and  soMien. 
The  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  muster 
rolls,  be  remitted  by  the  commissary  of  mustera 
or  other  officer  mustering,  to  the  Department  ei 
War^  as  speedily  as  the  distance  of  the  place  wifl 
admit. 

Art.  14.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  coATiete^ 
before  a  general  fourt  martial,  of  having  signed  a 
false  certificate,  relating  to  the  absence  of  either 
officer  or  private  soldier,  or  relative  to  his  or  their 
pay,  shall  be  cashiered. 

Art.  15.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowiagiy 
make  a  false  muster  of  man  or  horse,  and  everr 
officer  or  commissary  of  musters,  who  shall  wil- 
linffly  sign,  direct,  or  allow  the  signing  of  muster 
rolls,  wherein  such  fahe  muster  is  contained  shall, 
upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two  witnesses,  before 
a  general  court  martial,  be  oashiered,  and  shall  he 
thereby  utterly  disabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office 
or  emplovment  in  the  service  of  the  United  oiaies. 

Art.  16.  Any  commissary  of  musters,  or  othac 
officer,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  taken 
money,  or  other  thing,  by  way  of  gratification,  on 
mustering  any  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  or  on 
signing  muster  rmls,  shall  be  displaced  from  his 
office,  and  shall  be  thereby  utterly  disabled  to 
hare,  orholdanyc^&ce  or  employment  in  the  a 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  17.  Any  officer  who  shall  jpresome  to  i 
ter  a  person  as  a  soldier,  who  is  not  a  soldier, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  made  a  false 
muster,  and  shall  suffer  aoc<Nrdi^y. 
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Art.  18.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly 
make  a  false  return  to  the  Department  of  War,  or 
to  any  of  his  superior  officers,  authorized  to  call 
for  such  returns,  of  the  state  of  the  regiment, 
troo^  or  company,  or  garrison,  under  his  com- 
Biand ;  or  of  the  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  or 
other  stores  thereunto  belonging,  shall,  on  conric- 

i  tion  thereof  before  a  court  martial,  be  cashiered. 
Art,  19.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regi- 
meot,  troop,  or  independent  company,  or  garrison 
of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of 
erery  month,  remit,  through  the  proper  channels, 
to  the  Department  of  War,  an  exact  return  of  the 
regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garri- 
son, under  his  command,  specifjring  the  names  of 
the  officers  then  absent  from  their  posts,  with  the 
reasons  for,  and  the  time  of  their  absence.  And 
any  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having, 
through  nefflect  or  design,  omitted  sending  sucn 

^       returns,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature 
of  his  crime  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court 

£      martial. 

;;  Art  20.  All  officers  and  soldiers^  who  have 

received  pay^  or  have  been  duhr  enlisted  in  ser- 
Tiee  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  convicted 
of  having  deserted  the  same,  shall  suffer  death, 

2       or  such  other  punishment  as  by  sentence  of  a 

^       court  martial  shall  be  inflicted. 

Art,  21.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier,  who  shall,  without  leave  from  his  com- 
xaanding  officer,  absent  himself  from  his  troop, 
companv,  or  detachment,  shall,  upon  being  con- 
dieted  thereof,  be  punished  according  to  tlie  na- 
ture of  his  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court 
martial. 

'  Art,  22.  No  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 

dier shall  enlist  himself  in  any  other  regiment, 
troop,  or  company,  without  a  regular  discharge 
from  the  reffiment  troop,  or  company,  in  which 
he  last  served,  on  the  penalty  of  beinf  repmed  a 
toerter,  and  suffering  accordingly.  And  in  case 
mny  officer  shall  knowingly  receive  and  entertain 
anch  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  or  shall 
not  after  his  being  discovered  to  be  a  deserter,  im- 
mediately confine  him  and  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  corps  in  which  he  last  served,  the  said  offi- 
cer shall,  by  a  court  martial,  be  cashiered. 

Art.  23.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be 
eonvicted  of  having  advised  or  persuaded  any 
other  officer  or  soldier  to  desert  the  service  of  the 
United  Sutes,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punbihrnent  at  shall  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the 
aentenee  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  24.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  re- 
proachful or  provoking  speeches  or  gestures  to 
anotherj  upon  pain,  if  an  officer,  of  bein|^  put  in 
arrest:  if  a  soldier,  eonfined,  and  of  asking  par- 
don of  the  party  offended,  in  the  presence  of  his 
eommandinfi^  officer. 

Art.  25.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  send  a  chal- 
kage  to  another  officer  or  soldier,  to  flght  a  dud, 
or  acoq>t  a  challenge,  if  sent,  upon  pain,  if  a  com- 
missioned cfficer,of  being  cashiered;  if  a  non- 
commissioned officer  or  soldier,  of  suffering  cor- 
poreal punishment,  at  the  discretion  of  a  covrt 
.  martial. 


ArL  26.  If  any  commissioned  or  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  commanding  a  guard,  shall  know- 
ingly or  willingly  suffer  anv  person  whatsoever 
to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  he  shall  be  punished 
as  a  challenger ;  and  all  seconds,  promoters  and 
carriers  of  cnallenges,  in  order  to  duels,  shall  be 
deemed  principals,  and  be  punished  accordingly. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  com- 
manding an  army,  regiment,  company,  post,  or  de- 
tachment, who  is  knowing  to  a  chalieoge  being 
given,  or  accepted,  by  any  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  or  soldier,  under  his  command^  or 
has  reason  to  believe  the  same  to  be  the  case,  im- 
mediately to  arrest  and  bring  to  trial  such  offend- 
ers. 

Art.  27.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever, 
have  power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays, 
and  disorders,  though  the  persons  concerned  should 
belong  to  another  rmment,  troop,  or  company ; 
and  either  to  order  officers  into  arrest,  or  non-com- 
missioned officers  or  soldiers  into  confinement, 
until  their  proper  superior  officers  shall  be  ac- 
quainted therevrith ;  and  whosoever  shall  refuse 
to  obev  such  officer,  (though  of  an  inferior  rank)) 
or  shall  draw  his  sword  upon  him,  shall  be  pun- 
ished at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial. 
Art.  28.  Anv  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  up- 
braid another  lor  refusing  a  challrage,  shall  him- 
self be  punished  as  a  challenger,  and  all  officers 
and  soldiers  are  hereby  discharged  from  any  dis- 
grace or  opinion  of  aisadvantage,  which  might 
arise  from  their  having  refused  to  accept  of  chal- 
lenffes,  as  they  will  only  have  acted  in  obedience 
to  Uie  laws,  and  done  their  duty  as  good  soldiers, 
who  subject  themselves  to  discipline. 

Art.  29.  No  suttler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any 
kind  of  liquors  or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  hocses 
or  shops  open  for  the  entertainment  of  soldiers, 
afUr  nme  at  night  or  before  the  beating  of  the 
reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine  service 
or  sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismissed  from 
all  future  suttling. 

Art.  30.  All  raicers  commanding  in  the  field, 
iofXB.  bMracks,  or  garrisons  of  the  United  States, 
are  hereby  required  to  see  that  the  persons  per- 
mitted to  sutue,  shall  supply  the  soldiers  with 
good  and  wholesooae  provisions,  or  other  artielee, 
at  a  reasonable  price,  as  they  shall  be  answerahle 
for  their  neglect 

Art.  31.  No  officer  commanding  in  any  of  the 
garrisons,  forts,  or  barracks  of  the  United  States, 
shall  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  houses  or  stalls 
let  out  to  suttlers,  or  connive  at  the  like  exactions 
in  others;  nor  by  his  own  authority,  and  for  his 
private  advantage,  lav  any  duty  or  impoaition 
upon,  or  be  interested  in,  the  sale  df  any  victuals, 
liquors,  or  other  necessaries  of  life,  brought  into 
the  garrison,  fort,  or  barracks,  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  discharged  from 
the  service. 

Art.  32.  Every  officer  commanding  in  quarters, 
garrisons,  or  on  the  march,  shall  keep  good  order, 
and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  all  abuses 
or  disorders,  which  may  be  committed  by  any 
officer  or  soldier  under  his  command;  if  upon 
eomiriaint  made  to  him  of  i^loeta  <Mraoklier8  beat- 
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iDg,  or  otherwise  ill  treating,  any  person,  x>f  dis- 
tarbiofi^  fairs  or  markets,  or  of  committing  any 
kinds  of  riots,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  he,  the  said  commander,  who 
ahall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice  done  to  toe  of- 
fenders^ and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or  par- 
ties injured,  as  &r  as  part  of  tha  offeoder's  pay 
ahali  enahle  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  proof  there- 
of, be  cashiered  or  otherwise  punished  as  a  general 
cottfft  martial  shall  direct. 

Art,  33.  When  any  commissioned  officer  or 
•oldier  shall  he  aoe«Bed  of  a  capital  crime,  or  of 
thavi&g  used  violence,  or  committed  aa^r  offence 
against  the  persons  or  property  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  such  as  is  punishable  by  the 
known  laws  of  the  land^  the  commanding, officer, 
«ttd  officers  of  every  raiment,  troop,  or  compan^y. 
to  which  Ihe  person,  or  persons,  so  accosad,  shall 
belong,  are  herebv  required,  upon  application  dulv 
made,  or  in  behalf  of  the  party  or  parties  injurea, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  deliver  over  such 
-Accused  person,  or  persons,  to  the  civil  magistrate, 
and  likewise  to  he  aiding  and  assi^tii^  to  the  of- 
ficers of  justice  in  apprehending  and  secnrinff  the 
rsvson  or  persons  so  accused,  in  order  to  bring 
im  or  them  to  trial.  If  any  oommandinff  officer, 
shall  wilfully  nq^ect,  or  shall  refuse. 


npon  the  application  aforesaid,  to  deliver  over 
tnch  accosea  person^  or  persons,  to  the  civil  magis- 
trates, or  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  offi- 
cers oi  justice  in  apprehending  such  person,  or 
persons,  the  officer,  or  offioers,  so  offending,  shall 
be  cashiered. 

AH,  34.  If  anv  officer  shall  think  himself 
wronffed  by  hit  colonel,  or  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  regimeqt,  and  shall,  upon  doe  applica- 
tion being  made  to  him.  be  refused  redress,  he  sMty 
oomnlain  to  the  general  commanding  in  the  State 
Of  Territory  where  stub  regiment  shall  be^tatton- 
^,  in  order  to  obtain  justice ;  who  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  ezamine  into  the  aaid  oomfrfainr,  and 
take  proper  measures  for  redressing  the  wrong 
eomnttined  of,  and  transmit  as  soonas  possible,  to 
the  Department  of  War,  a  trae  state  of  sueh  eom- 
plaint,  with  the  proceedings  bad  thereon. 

Art.  85.  U  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shall 
think  himself  wronged  bv  his  eafMain,  or  other 
officer,  heJs  to  complain  thereof  to  ihecommand- 
,  ing  officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is  hereby  required 
to  snmmon  a  reaimemal  court  martial,  lor  the: 
doing  justice  to  the  complainant ;  from  which  re- 
gimental conrt  martial,  either  party  may,  if  he 
thinks  himself  still  ajmieved,  apfieal  to  a  geaerat 
court  maHial.  Bat  if;  upon  a  second  hearing,  the 
appeal  shall  appear  veSBations  and  gronndless,  the 
person,  so  appealing,  shall  be  puniiriied  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  said  court  martial. 

Art.  36.  Any  commissioned  officer,  stores 
•keeper,  or  commissary,  who  ahall  be  convicted  a^ 
a  general  court  martial,  of  having  sold,  without  aj 
proper  order  for  that  purpose,  embeszled,  miMip4 
plied,  or  wilfully,  or  through  neglect,  suffered  any) 
of  the  provisions,  forage,  arms,  doth  ing,  ammu- 
nition, or  other  military  stores,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  spoiled,  or  damaged,  shfUl^at 
h»  own  exfense,  make  good  the  keS|  or  dapiage^ 


and  shall  moreover,  forfeit  all  his  pay,  and  beiis- 
miased  from  the  serf  ice. 

Art,  37.  Any  ikon-commissioned  officer  er 
wddter  who  shall  be  convicted,  at  a  regimental 
court  martial,  of  having  sold,  or  den^euly,  or 
through  neglect,  wasted  the  ammunition  ontv- 
ered  out  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  the  serriee  «f 
the  United  States,  shall  be  punished  at  the  <" 
tioa  of  such  court. 

Art,  38.  fiver V  noo-oommissiooed  ofilear 
soldier  who  shall  be  convicted,  befoce 
martial,  of  having  sold,  lost,  or  spoiled,  tfar^ogk 
neglect,  his  horse,  arms,  clothes,  or  aocootfewsBno^ 
shall  undergo  such  weekly  stoppages  (not  exeeed- 
ing  the  half  of  his  pay)  as  such  court  martial  shall 
judge  sufficient,  for  repairing  the  loss  or  <lni 
and  shall  suffer  confinement  or  such  other  ( 
real  punishaient  as  his  crime  ahall  deserve. 

Art.  30.  Every  ^officer  who  shall  be  oo 
ed^  befoce  a  court  ouirtial,  of  having  embeszled^nr 
misapplied  any  money,  with  which  he  may  have 
been  entrusted  for  the  payment  of  the  men  noder 
his  command,  or  for  enlisting  men  into  the  ser- 
vice, or  for  other  purposes,  if  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer, shall  be  cashiered,  and  compelled  to  refaad 
the  money;  if  anon-commissioned  officer,  shall 
be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  be  put  under  saoppages 
until  the  money  be  made  good,  and  aolier  aseh 
corporeal  punishaient  as  suoh  court  mnrtiai  ahaii 
direct. 

Art.  40.  fivery  captain  of  a  troop  or  compa- 
ny is  charged  with  the  arms,  aceoutrementa,  am- 
munition, clothing,  or  other  warlike  stores  be- 
longing to  the  troops  or  company  under  his  eem- 
mand,  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  for  to  his 
eolopel,  in  ease  of  their  being  lost,  qioileid,  cr 
dnwtged,  not  by  mm  voidable  accidenia,  or  on  attml 
service. 

Art.  41.  All  non-commissioned  offioma  aid 
eol^iers,  who  shall  be  foi|nd  one  mUe  from  the 
camp,  without  lenre.  in- writing)  from  their  eett- 
mandiog  officer,  shall  suffer  such  panishnaent  m 
shall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  jentenee  of  a 
court  martial. 

AH.  42.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  out  of 
his  qearters,  ^rrison,  or  camp,  withont  iaaae 
from  his  snpenor  officer,  upon  penalty  of  being 
puaished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offience, 
by  the  sentence  of  a  ooort  martial. 

Ah.  43.  £very  non-commissioned  officer  and 
soldier  shall  retire  to  his  quarters  or  tent,  at  the 
beating  of  the  retreat ;  in  default  oi  wkkk  he 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nnture  of  his 
offeooe. 

AH.  44.  No  officer,  non-eommissioned  offi- 
cer, or  soldier,  shall  fail  in  repairing,  at  the  time 
fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade,  of  exercise,  or  other 
readezvotts,  appointed  by  his  commanding  offiett, 
if  not  prevented  by  sickness,  qr  some  other  evidmt 
necessity ;  or  shall  go  from  the  mid  place  of  mi- 
destvous,  without  leave  from  his  eomtnanding  effi- 
cer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dkmiased  or  re- 
lieved, on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  aoocNrdiai 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence  by  the  senteow  of  a 
court  martiaL 

AH.  45.  Any  commissioned  officer  wkoiWl 
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h%  fottod  drunk  od  hi$  guard,  party,  or  other  dittv, 
aball  be  cashiered.  Adjt  noo-eoramistiioaed  offi- 
eer  or  soldier  eo  offeadiDg,  shall  sofier  such  cor- 
poreal puDishmeat  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  the 
eeatenee  of  a  court  inariial. 

AtU  46.  Aa^  sejutinel  who  i^all  be  found 
aleepiBg  upon  his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he 
aball  be  r^alarlv  relieved,  shall  sulTer  dealh,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  ahaU  be  laflieted  by  the 
aentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  47.  No  soldier  belonging  lo  any  regi- 
maat.  troop,  or  compftny,  shall  hire  another  to  do 
hia  outy  (or  him,  or  be  exeosed  from  duty,  but 
la  cases  of  sickness,- disability,  or  leave  of  absence ; 
and  every  such  soldier  found  guilty  of  hij iag  his 
4Qty,  a$  also  the  partv  so  hired  to  ^  another's 
duty,  shall  be  punisbed  at  the  discretion  of  a  regi- 
meatal  court  martial. 

Art.  48.  Apd  every  non^commisskined  offi- 
cer conniving  at  such  hiriag  of  duty  aforesaid, 
ahall  be  reduced ;  and  every  eommiseiooed  officer, 
iLHOwiag  and  allowiag  such  ill  practices  in  the 
service  shall  be  punisned  by  the  jndgmciit  of  a 
general  court  martial. 

Art.  49.  Any  officer  belonging  %o  the  aewice 
.of  the  United  States,  who,  by  discharging  of  fire 
Arms,  drawing  of  swords,  beating  of  drums,  or  l^y 
any  other  means  whatsoever,  shall  occasion  faUe 
alarms  in  camp,  carrison^  or  quarters,  ahall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  pani«hment  as  shall  be  or- 
der^ by  the  sentenee  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  50.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  (hall, 
without  urgent  neeaseily.  or  without  the  leave  of 
IM  superior  officer,  quit  nis  guard,  platoon,  or  di- 
vision, shall  be. punished  aeoordiog  to  the  nature 
4)£  his  offence,  by  the  santeaoe  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  51.  No  officer  or  solilter  ^  shall  do  vio- 
lence to  any  person  who  brings  provisions  or  other 
necessaries  to  the  camp,  garrison,  or  quarters,  of 
the  forces  of  the  United  States,  employed  in  aay 
parts  out  of  the.said  States,  upon  pam-of  death,  or 
auch  other  panisliment  aa  a  court  martial  shall 
direct. 

Art.  52.  Any  offieer  or  aoldier,  who  ftball 
misbehave  himself  beiore  the  enemy,  run  away, 
or  shaonefully  abandon  aay  ibrt,  post,  or  guard, 
which  he  or  they  ma^  be  commanded  to  defend, 
or  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like;  or 
ahall  cast  away  hia  arms  and  ammunition,  or  who 
ahall  quit  his  poet  or  colours  to  phmdar  and  pil- 
lage, every  such  offender  betag  dolv  convicted 
thereof,  shall  sufier  death,  or  sueh  otoer  ninish* 
ment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentenee  ot  agen- 
aial  court  marfial. 

Art.  53.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  who  shall  make  known  the 
watch-word  to  anjr  person  who  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  it,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch 
word,  different  from  what  he  received,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  or- 
dered by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  54.  All  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  be* 
have  themselves  orderly  in  quarters,  and  on  their 
inarch ;  aod  whosoever  shaA  commit  any  waste 
or  spoil,  either  iu  walks  of  trati,  parks^  wanens, 


fish  ponds,  houses,  or  gardens,  cornfields,  enclo- 
sures of  meadows,  or  shall  maliciously  debtroy 
any  property  whatsoever,  belonging  to  the  inbab- 
itaats  or  the  United  States,  unless  iy  order  of  the 
then  commander  in»chief  of  the  armies  of  the 
said  States,  shall  (besides  such  penalties  as  they 
are  liable  to  by  law)  be  puaished according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  ihe  ofience,  by  the  jud^OMUt 
of  a  regimental  or  general  court  martild. 

iiit.  55.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  Uie  armies 
of  the  United  States,  employed  in  foreign  par^ 
ahall  force  a  safe-guard,  shall  suffer  death. 

Art.  56.  Whosoever  shall  relieve  the  anemy 
witk  Boonev,  victuals,  or  ammtmition,  or  shall 
knowioffly  harbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shaU  ha 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  57.  Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of 
holding  correspondeace  with  or  giving  intelligeaae 
to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall 
suffer  deathj  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  kt 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martiaL 

Art.  58.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's 
camp,  towns,  forts,  or  magazines,  whether  of  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  clothing,  forage  or  provisions, 
shall  be  secured  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States  y  for  the  Aegleci  of  which  the  coauiiandiag 
officer  is  to  be  answerable. 

ArU  59.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrison, 
fortress,  or  post,  shall  be  compelled,  hy  the  officers 
aod  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  give  up  to  the 
enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  or  soldiers,  who  i^ll 
be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  suffisr* 
death,  or  such  other  punislimeat  aa  shall  be  in- 
flietad  upon  tkem  by  trhe  seateAoe  of  a  court-mar- 
tial. 

Art.,^.  All  suttlers  aad  letainera  to  the  camp, 
and  all  persons  whatsoever,  aerving  with  ihe  af- 
mies  of  the  United  States  in  the  fi^,  though  not 
enlisted  soldiers,  are  to  be  subject  to  iarder%  acottvl- 
ing  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war. 

Art.  61.  Officers  havmg  brevets,  or  comjaissioas, 
of  a  prior  date  to  those  of  the  NgisMot  in  whieh 
they  serve,  auy  take  place  in  courtrmartiala.and 
on  detachments,  when  composed  of  diffivreat corps, 
.aacordinf  to  the  ranks  given  tbam  in  their  bre- 
vet^ or  dates  of  their  iormer  comatissions ;  but 
in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  to  whieb  such 
officers  belong,  they  ahall  do  duiy  and  lake  raol^ 
both  in  courts  martial  and  on  detaohmeats,  which 
khall  be  composed  only  of  their  own  corps,  ac- 
cording to  the  coaomiissioas  by  whicii  taay  are 
mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Art.  62.  ItupoomarcL^gaards,orinquartais, 
different  corps  of  the  army  shall  happen  to  join, 
or  do  duty  tc^ether,  the  officer  highest  in  rank  ot 
the  line  of  the  army,  marine  corps,  or  lailitia.  bv 
commiasion  there,  on  duty,  or  la  quarters,  ahall 
command  the  whule,  and  give  orders  for  what  is 
needful  to  the  service,  unlM  otherwise  specially 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cord iug  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Art.  63.  The  i'unctions  of  the  engineers  being 
generally  coofin/ed  to  the  most  elevated  branch  of 
ffiUiiary  scieacei  tjiey  are  aot  to  aeiume,  aor  are 
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they  subject  t6  be  ordered  on  any  doty  beyond  the 
line  of  their  immediate  profession,  except  by  the 
special  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
bat  they  are  to  receive  every  mark  of  respect,  to 
which  their  rank  in  the  army  may  entitle  them, 
respectively,  and  are  liable  to  be  transferred,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  from  one  corps  to 
the  other,  rorard  being  paid  to  rai^. 

Art.  64.  General  courts  martial  may  consist  of 
any  number  of  commissioned  officers,  from  five  to 
thirteen,  inclusively,  but  they  shall  not  cbnsist  of 
less  than  thirteen,  wnere  that  number  can  be  con- 
Tened,  without  manifest  injpry  to  the  service. 

Art.  65.  Any  general  officer  commanding  an 
army,  or  colonel  commanding  a  separate  depart- 
ment, may  appoint  general  courts  martial,  when- 
ever necessary.  But  no  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial shall  be  carried  into  execution  until  after  the 
whole  proceedings  shall  have  been  laid  before  the 
officers  ordering  the  same,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing the  troops  fbr  the  time  being ;  neither  shall 
any  sentence  of  a  general  court  marthil,  in  time 
of  peace,  extending  to  the  loss  of  life,  or  the  dis- 
mission of  a  commissioned  officer,  or  which  shall 
either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  respect  a  fi^nerai 
officer,  be  carried  into  execution,  until  after  the 
whole  proceedings  shall  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  his  confirmation  or 
disapproval,  and  orders,  in  the  case.  All  other 
sentences  may  be  confirmed  and  executed  by  the 
officer  ordering  the  court  to  assemble,  or  the  com- 
manding officer,  for  the  time  being,  as  the  case 
mav  be. 

Art.  66.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment, 
or  corps,  may  api>oint,  for  his  own  regiment,  or 
corps,  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  three  commis- 
sioned officers^  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  of- 
fences not  capital,  and  decide  upon  their  sentences. 
For  the  same  purpose,  all  officers,  commanding 
a&y  of  the  garrisons,  forts,  barracks,  or  other  places, 
where  the  troops  consist  of  different  corps,  may 
assemble  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioned officers,  and  decide  upon  their  sentences. 

Art.  67.  No  garrison  or  regiinental  court  martial 
•Ml  have  the  power  to  try  capital  cases,  or  com- 
missioned officers;  neither  shall  they  inflict  a  fine 
exceeding  one  month's  pay,  nor  imprison,  nor  pot 
to  hard  iltbor,  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier, for  alonger  time  than  one  month. 

Art,  68.  Whenever  it  may  be  found  convenient 
and  necessary  to  the  public  service,  the  officers  of 
the  marines  shall  be  associated  with  the  officers  of 
the  land  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  courts 
martial  and  trying  offenders  belonging  to  either; 
and  in  such  cases  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer 
of  either  corps,  who  may  be  present  and  duly  au- 
thorized, shall  be  received  aod  obeyed. 

Art.  o9.  The  judge  advocate,  or  some  person 
deputed  by  him,  or  by  the  general  or  officer  com- 
manding the  army,  detachment,  or  garrison,  shall 
proseeate  in  the  name  of  the  Utiited  States,  but 
shall  so  far  consider  himself  as  counsel  for  the 

Erisoner,  after  the  said  prisoner  shall  have  made 
is  plea,  as  to  object  to  any  leading  question  to 
any  of  the  witnesses^  or  any  question  to  the  pris- 


oner, the  answer  to  which  might  tend  to  criminate 
himself;  and  administer  to  each  member  of  .the 
court,  before  they  proceed  upon  any  trial,  the  UA^ 
lowing  oath,  which  shall  also  be  taken  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  regimental  and  garrison  coarts  martial : 

"  Yon,  A.  B,  do  swear  that  yoa  will  well  and 
truly  try  and  determine,  according  to  evidence,  the 
matter  now  before  you^  between  tae  United  States 
of  America  and  the  prisoner  to  be  tried ;  and  that 
you  will  duly  administer  justice,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  'An  act  establishing  rales  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  Uaited 
States,'  without  partiality,  favor,  or  aflfeetioB;  aod 
if  any  doubt  shaU  arise,  not  expfiained  by  safal  ar- 
ticles, according  to  your  conscience,  the  best  of 
your  understanding,  and  the  custom  of  war  iaUke 
cases:  and  you  do  further  swear,  that  you  w3l 
not  divulge  the  sentence  of  the  court  until  itshd 
be  published  by  the  proper  authority :  neither  will 
you  disclose  or  discover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any 
particular  member  of  the  court  martial,  unkss  re- 
quired to  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  witness,  by  a 
court  of  justice,  in  a  due  course  of  law.  So  lidp 
you  Qod." 

And  as  soon:  as  the  said  oath  shall  haye  bea 
administered  to  the  respective  members,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  court  shall  administer  to  the  judse 
advocate,  or  person  officiating  as  such,  an  oath  m 
the  following  words: 

''You,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  that  yon  will  not  dis- 
close or  discover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  par- 
ticular member  of  the  court  martial,  imless  re- 
quired to  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  witness,  bv  a 
court  of  justice  in  due  course  of  law;  nor  divulge 
the  sentence  of  the  court,  to  any  but  proper  au- 
thority, until  it  shall  be  duly  disclosed  by  the  same. 
So  help  you  Qod." 

Art.  70.  When  a  prisoner  arraigned  before  a 
general  court  martial  shall,  from  obstinacy  and 
deliberate  design,  stand  mut^  or  answer  foreign  to 
the  purpose,  the  court  may  proceed  to  trial  and 
judgoMnt  as  if  the  prisoner  had  r^ularly  plead- 
ed not  guilty. 

Art.  71.  when  a  member  shall  be  ehalleniged 
by  a  prisoner,  he  must  state  his  cause  of  challenge^ 
of  which  the  court  shall,  after  due  delibeiaa'oBy 
determine  the  rdevaney  or -validity,  and  decide 
accordingly;  and  no  challenge  to  more  than  one 
member  at  a  time  shall  be  received  by  the  eouit. 

Art.  72.  All  the  members  of  the  court  mar- 
tial are  to  behave  wkh  decency  and  oalmneas; 
and  in  giving  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with  the 
youngest  in  commission. 

Art.  73.  All  persons  who  give*  evidence  he- 
fore  a  court  martial,  are  to  be  examined  on  oaUi 
or  affirmation,  in  the  following  form: 

*<  You  swear  or  affirm,  as  the  case  majr  be,  the 
evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  cause  now  in  hear- 
ing, shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth.    So  help  you  God.'' 

Art.  74,  On  the  trials  of  cases  not  capital 
the  deposition  of  witnesses  not  in  the  line  or  staff 
of  the  army,  may  be  taken  before  some  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  read  in  evidence:  Jhnmded,  the 
prosecutor  and  the  person  accused  are  present  at 
the  taking  ihf  same,  or  are  duly  notified  thfireo^ 
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Art.  75.  No  €(Reer  shftU  be  ti\$ik  bot  bf  a 
general  coort  mardtl^  nor  by  oftccn  of  tn  ioferior 
mk,  if  it  eao  be  aTOided:  nor  shall  any  proceed- 
ings or  triala  be  carried  on  tzoeptior  between  tbe 
boars  of  eigbc  in  tbe  aoraing,  and  tbree  in  the 
iftemoon,  exeeptiog  in  eases,  whicb, »  ibe  opi&'- 
ion  of  tbe  offioer  ap^^ting  tba  ^/wxsi  manial, 
require  ieiiDediate  example. 

Art,  76.  No  person  whatever  sball  lee  aof 
inenamg  words,  signs,  orgestvres,  in  prsssnee  of 
a  eonrt  asartial,  or  snaU  canoe  any-oisorder  or 
riot,  or  disturb  their  proceedings,  on  tbe  pe&ahy 
of  being  pttaiabe^  at  tbe  discnficn  of  the  said 
conrt  martial. 

AH,  77.  Wbenerer  any  ofl&oer  sball  be  cbarg* 
ed  with  a  crime,  be  shall  be  arrested  and  eonin^ 
in  bis  barracks,  ipiariers,  or  tent,  and  deprived  of  bis 
•word,  by  the  commanding  officer.  Aad  any  oft* 
eerwho  shall  leave  his  confioement  before  be 
ibaU  be  set  at  liberty  by  bis  commanding  oficer, 
or  by  a  superior  officer,  sball  be  cashiered. 

Art,  78.  Non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers, charged  with  crimes,  sbaN  be  confined,  until 
tried  by  a  co«rt  martial,  or  released  by  proper 
authority. 

Art.  79.  No  officer  or  sohlier,  who  shall  be 
pot  in  arrest,  shall  continue  in  confinem«nt  more 
than  eight  days,  or  until  suob  time  as  a  court 
martial  can  be  assembled. 

ArU  80.  Mo  officer  eommaoding  m  guard,  or 
provost  marshal,  shall  refuse  to  receive  or  keep 
any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  by  an  om- 
oer  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States: 
FraMtd^  the  officer  committsag,  sball,  at  the 
same  time,  deliver  an  account  in  writing;  signed 
by  bimaelf,  of  the  crime  with  which  tbe  said 
prisoner  is  charged. 

Ami,  81.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or 
provost  marshal,  shall  presume  to  release  any 
person  committed  to  h»  charge,  without  proper 
authority  for  so  doing,  nor  sbaii  he  suffer  any 
oerson  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  puuisbed 
for  it  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial 

Ari.  88.  Bvcrv  offioer  or  provost  maisbal,  to 
whose  charge  prisoners  sball  be  committed,  shall, 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  suob  commitment, 
or  as  soon  as  be  shall  be  reliovod  from  bis  guardy 
make  report  in  writing,  to  tbe  coaormanding  officei) 
of  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  tbe  names  of  the 
officers  who  committed  them,  on  tbe  penalty  of 
being  punished  for  disobedience  or  neglect^  nt  tbe 
discretion  of  a  oourt  martial. 

AH,  83.  Amy  commisstoned  officer  oosviclsd 
before  a  general  court  martial  of  conduct  unbe* 
eominff  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  h%^m* 
Bftissedthe  service. 

ArL  84.  In  cases  where  a  court  martial  may 
think  it  proper  to  sentence  a  commissioned  officer 
la  be  suspended  f^om  command,  they  shall  Jmve 
powMT  also  to  suspend  his  pay  iMid  emolumena 
for  the  same  time^  according  to  the  nature  and 
hdnoQsness  of  the  offience. 

Art,  85.  In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned 

officer  is  cashiered  for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  shaH 

be  added  in  the  seaience,  that  the  crime,  name^ 

and  pUce  of  abode  mad  punishment  of  the  delin^ 
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qvent,  be  pnUisbed  in  the  newspapers  in  and 
about  the  caiim,  and  of  tbe  partioular  State  from 
which  the  offimder  came,  or  where  he  usually 
resides,  after  which,  it  shaU  be  deemed  scandar 
lotts  for  an  officer  to  associaile  with  hkn. 

AH.  86.  The  commanding  officer  of  any  post 
or  detachment,  IB  which  there  shall  not  be  a  nump 
her  of  officers  adequate  to  form  a  general  court 
martial,  shaH,  in  cases  which  mnuire  tbe  cecnl- 
lanee  of  such  aconrtj  report  to  m  «omman&g 
officer  of  the  ^lepartment,  who  shall  order  a  eomt 
to  be  assembled  at  the  nesrest  post  or  detaobvien^ 
and  tbe  party  aocased,  with  neeessnry  witnesses,  to 
be  trcneporied  to  the  plaoa  where  the  said  oomt 
shall  be  mtsembled. 

AH,  87.  No  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  oiflbr 
deaih,  but  by  the  ooncmrenoe  of  two  thirdsef 
tbe  meaftbers  of  a  geneal  court  martial,  iiorei> 
oept  in  tbe  cases  herein  expressly  mcMioneds 
nor  shall  more  than  Mif  laskes  be  iniicted  on 
any  ofisndei^  at  the  discretioB  of  a  court  martial; 
and  no  officer.  nouHsonunissietted  cfficer,  sokKer, 
f>r  folloiaer  oi  the  army,  shall  be  tried  a  second 
time  for  tbe  same  ofitaoe.  ^ 

ArL  8a  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried 
and  punished  bv  a  general  court  martial  for  any 
oieiiiee  whioh  shall  appear  to  have  been  commie- 
lad  more  than  two  years  before  the  issuiag  of  tbe 
order  .for  snob  trial,  unless  the  person,  by  reason 
of  having  absented  nimself  or  some  other  manifiMt 
impediment^  shall  not  have  been  amenable  to  jua- 
tice  irithuBtxhat  period. 

Art  89.  Every  officer  authoriasd  to  order  a  geB# 
eral  court  martial,  shall  hanre  power  to  pardon  or 
mitigate  .any  punishment  ordered  by  such  cour% 
«xo^  the  sentence  of  death,  or  of  cashierinff  an 
offioer ;  which,  in  the  cases  where  he  has  author* 
ity  (by  article  65)  to  carry  them  into  ezecatioO) 
he  mav  ouspend,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent rof  the  Unitisd  States  can  be  known;  which 
euspensiOB,  together  with  copies  of  the  proceed* 
ittgi  of  the  court  martiaL  the  said  officer  shaH  im* 
mediatelv  transmit  to  tne  President,  for  hxs  d(fr- 
tenninatian.  And  the  oolonal  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  or  garrison,  wheie  any  ro- 
gimentaLor  garriscQ  conrt  martial  shall  be  held. 
may  pardon  or  mlti|[aie  aav  punishment  ordersa 
by  sneh  court  to  be  Hidieiea. 

Art  90.  B  very  judge  advocate,  or  person  offick^ 
ittgassueh.atany  eenerai  courtmarttal,  shall  tran»- 
BAtt^  with  as  mim  eamedition  as  the  opportunitjr 
of  ume  and  distance  of  phMC  can  admi^  Che  origi- 
nal proceedings  aad  sentence  of  such  comt  mar- 
tial, to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  said  original 
pcocaediags  and  sentence  shall  be  carafolly  kept 
and  preserved  in  the  office  of  said  Secretary,  to 
theend  that  the  nersoas  entitled  thereto  may  be 
enabled,  upon  appbcatton  to  the  said  office,  to  ob- 
tain oopies  thceeol. 

Th»  party  triad  bv  any  general  court  martial, 
shall,  upon  demand  thereof  made  by  himself  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  in  his  behalf,  be  entitled  to 
a  copy  of  the  sentence  and  proceedings  of  such 
coort  martial. 

Art,  91.  In  cases  where  the  general  or  com* 
4T>fn<^ii%|r  officer  may  order  a  court^  inquirar  to 
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eaEamtAe  into  the  Dature  of  any  transaetioOf  ao- 
ousation,  or  imputation  agaiast  aay  officer  or 
soldiar,  the  said  court  shall  consist  of  one  or 
more  officers,  not  exceediog  three,  and  a  judge 
adToeate,  or  other  suitable  person  as  a  recorder, 
to  reduce  the  proceediugs  and  evidence  to  writing, 
all  of  whom  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  This  court  shall  have  the 
aame  power  to  aoaunon  witnesses  asa  eouft  mar- 
tial, and  to  examine  them  on  oath.  But  they  shall 
Bot  gire  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
excepting  tbey  shall  be  thereto  specially  rehired. 
The  parties  accused  shall  also  be  permitted  to 
cross  examine  and  intarK>gate  the  wttnesws,  so  as 
to  investigate  fully  the  circumstances  in  Question. 

Art.  92.  The  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry 
must  be  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  re* 
COTder  and  the  preaideot,  and  delivered  to  the 
commanding  officer  $  and  the  said  proceedings 
may  be  admitted  as  evidence  by  a  court  martial, 
in  cases  not  capital,  or  extending  to  the  dismission 
of  an  officer,  provided  that  the  circumstances  are 
Buch  that  oral  testimony  cannot  be  obtained.  But 
as  courts  of  inquiry  may  be  perverted  to  dishonor- 
able purposes,  and  may  be  considered  as  enghies 
of  destruction-  to  military  merit,  in  the  hands  of 
weak  and  envious  cpmmandanta,  they  are  hereby 
prohibited,  unless  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  demanded  by  the.accuscd* 

Art.  93.  The  judge  advocate,  or  recorder  shall 
administer  to  the  members  the  following  oath: 

^  You  shall  well  and  truly  examine  and  inquire, 
according  to  your  evidence,  into  the  matter  now 
before  you,  without  partiality,  favor,  affection,  pre- 
judice, or  hope  of  reward :  So  lielp  you  Qod.'' 

After  which  the  president  shall  administer  to 
the  judge  advocate,  or  reoorder,  the  following 
oath : 

"You,  A.  p.,  do  swear  that  you  will,  according 
to  your  best  abilities,  accurately  and  impartially 
record  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  the  evi- 
dence to  be  given  in  the  case  inhearing :  So  help 
you  God." 

The  witnesses  shall  take  the  same  oath  as  wit- 
aiesses  sworn  before  a  court  martial. 

Art.  94.  When  any  commissioned  officer  shall 
die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  major  of  the  regiment,. or  the  officer  doing  the 
major's  duty  in  his  absence^  or  in  any  post  or 
garrison,  the  second  officer  in  command,  or  the 
assbtant  military  agent,  shall  immediately  secure 
all  his  effects  <tn  equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quar- 
ters, and  sbaU  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and 
forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  War,  to  the  end  that  his  executors 
or  adninistraiors  may  receive  the  same. 

Art.  95.  When  aay  nan-eommissionad  offioar, 
or  soldier,  shall  die;  or  be  killed,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  the  then  commanding  <^cer 
of  the  troop,  or  cam  pan  y,  shall,  ia  the  presence  of 
two  other  commissioned  officets,  take  an  account 
of  what  effects  ha  died  possessed  of.  above  his 
arms  and  accoutrements,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  War;  which 
said  effects  are  to  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  to 
the  representatives  of  suck  deceased  aon^eommis*- 


sioned  officer  or  soldier.  And  in  oaae  any  of  the 
officem  so  authorized  to  take  care  of  the  effeets  of 
decekaed  officers  and  soldiers,  should,  before  they 
have  accounted  to  their  representatives  for  the 
sama,  have.occasion  to  leave  tlie  regiment  or  post, 
by  preferment,.or  otherwise,  they  sball^  before  they 
be  permitted  to  quit  the  same,  deposit  in  the  bapds 
of  the  commanding  officer,  or  of  liie  asaistant  mili- 
tary afent,  all  the  effects  of  sueh  deceased  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers,  ia  ordar  that 
the  same  may  be  secured  for,  and  paid  u^  tiieir  re- 
spective represenfaiives. 

Art.  90*  All  officers,  conductora,  gaanen,  mat- 
rosses,  drivers,  or  other  persons  wbatsoev^,  receiv- 
ing pay,  or  hire,  in  the  service  of  the  artiilerr,  or 
corps  of  engineers  of  the  United  States^  shau  lia 
governed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  artielcs,  aai 
shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  courto  manial,  ia 
like  manner  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
other  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  97,  The  officers  and  soldiers  ofanytroopa, 
whether  militia  or  others,  beinc;  mustered  and  in 
pay  of  the  United  States,  shall,  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places,  when  joined,  or  actiasr  in  conjuae- 
tion  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  Staie% 
be  governed  bv  these  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  coarta  martial, 
in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  ia 
the  regular  forces,  save  only  that  such  coarts  mar- 
tial shall  be  composed  entirely  of  militia  offieecs. 

ArL  98.  All  cfficers,  serving  by  eooamissioa 
from  the  authority  of  any  particular  State,  shall, 
on  all  detachments,  courts  martial,  or  other  duty, 
wherein  they  may  be  employed  in  conjuaetioa 
with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States,  take 
rank,  next  after  all  officers  of  the  like  grade  ia 
said  regular  forces,  notwithstanding  the  commis- 
sions of  such  militia  <»  Slate  officers  may  be  oUer 
than  the  commissions  of  the  officers  of  the  r^gtt- 
lar  forces  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  99.  Ail  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  diaortes 
and  neglects  which  officers  and  soldiers  may  be 
guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mdr 
itary  disetpline,  though  not  Mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cogntzaBee 
of  bjr  a  general  or  regimental  court  martiai^  ae- 
cording  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  oSoMt^ 
and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  lOa  The  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  power,  to  prescribe  the  unifona  of 
the  army. 

Art.  101.  The  foregoing  articles  are  to  be  read 
and  published  once  in  every  six  months,  to  everr 
garrison,  regiment,  troopi  or  company,  mustered 
or  to  be  mustered  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  are  to  be  duly  observed  and  obeyed 
bf  all  officers  aad  soldiers  who  are,  or  shall  he  ia 
said  service. 

Seg.  2.  And  be  it  fiurther  enaatetL  That,  ia 
time  of  war,  all  persons  not  citizens  of,  or  owing 
allegiance  to  the  United  Slates  of  Aoierica,  who 
shall  be  found  lurking  as  t^es^  in  or  aboot  the 
fortif  cations  or  encampments  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States^  or  any  of  them,  shall  suffer  death, 
according  to  the  law  and  usa^  of  Rations,  bysea- 
tenoe  of  a  general  court  mumd.        ^ 
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Bbo.  3.  And  be  iit  JuHher  emcted,  That  tke 
roles  aDd  regulations,  by  which  the  arnues  of  the 
United  States  ha^e  heretofore  been  goveraed,  tod 
the  resolves  ol  Congress  thereunto  auDexed*  and  re* 
^pecting  the  same,  shall  henceforth  be  roia  and  of 
BO  e^t,  except  so  far  as  may  relate  to  any  trans- 
motions  under  them,  prior  to  the  promulgation  of 
this  act,  at  tbe  several  posts  and  garrisons,  respect- 
ively, occupied  by  aay  part  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  rdating  to  bonds  given  by  Marshsb. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  bond  heretofore 
giyen,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  given,  by  the 
marshal  of  any  district,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  nis  office,  shall  be  filed  and 
recorded  in  the  office  ol  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court,  or  circuit  court,  sitting  within  the  district 
for  which  such  marshal  shall  have  been  appointed, 
and  copies  thereof,  certified  by  the  clerk,  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  court,  shall  be  competent  evi- 
dence in  any  court  of  justice. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  in  case  of  the  breach  of  the  condition 
of  any  such  bond,  for  any  person,  persons,  or  body 
politic,  thereby  injured,  to  institute  a  suit  upon 
such  bond,  in  the  name  and  for  the  sole  use  of  such 
party,  and  thereupon  to  recover  such  damages, 
as  shall  be  legally  assessed,  with  costs  of  suit ;  for 
which  execution  may  issue  for  such  party  in  due 
form;  and  in  case  such  party  shall  fail  to  recover 
in  the  suit^  judgment  shall  be  rendered  and  execu- 
tion may  issue  for  cost  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  against  the  party  who  shall  have  in- 
stituted the  suit ;  and  the  United  States  shall  in 
no  case  be  liable  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  bonds  shall,  after  any  judgment,  or  judg- 
ments rendered  thereon,  remain  as  a  security,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  person,  persons,  or  body  politic, 
injured  by  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  same, 
until  the  whole  penalty  shall  have  been  recov- 
ered ',  and  the  proceedings  shall  be  always  in  the 
same  manner,  and  as  hereinbefore  directed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
suits  on  marshals'  bonds,  if  the  right  of  action  has 
already  accrued,  shall  be  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted within  three  years  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  not  afterwards.  And  all  such  suits, 
in  case  the  right  of  action  shall  accrue  hereafter, 
shall  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  within  six 
years  after  the  said  right  or  action  shall  have  ac- 
crued, and  not  afterwards ;  saving,  nevertheless, 
the  rights  of  infants,  feine  coverts,  and  persons 
non  compot  mentis,  so  that  they  sue  within  three 
years  after  their  disabilities  are  removed. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  coins  in 
the  United  Sutes. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the  pas^ 
sage  of  this  act,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  Slates, 
and.be  a  le^  tender  for  the  payment  of  aU 


debts  and  demands,  at  the  several  and  respective 
rates  following,  and  not  olherwiae,  viz : 

The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  PortugaLi  of 
their  present  standard;  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
cents  for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of  tbe  actual 
weight  thereof;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  Spain, 
and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present 
standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  nundred  cents  for 
every  twenty-seven  g[rains  and  two-fifths  of  a 
grain,  of  the  actual  weight  thereof.  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  foe 
each,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less 
than  seventeen  pennyweights  and  seven  srainS) 
and  in  proportion  for  tne  parts  of  a  dollar*  Crowi^ 
of  France  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cent^ 
for.  each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall 
not  be  less  than  eighteeen  penny  weighu  and  sev- 
enteen grains,  and  in  proportion  for  the  paru  of 
a  crown.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  foreign  gold 
and  silver  cotns^  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be 
had  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once 
in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  results 
thereof  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  makj9  such  alterations  in  this  act,  as  may 
become  requisite,  from  the  real  standard  value  of 
such  foreign  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assaysof  for- 
eign gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  description  made 
current  by  this  act,  which  shall  issue  subsequently 
to  the  passage  of  this  act.  and  shall  circulate  in 
the  Umted  States,  at  the  Mint  aforesaid,  at  least 
once  in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  tbe  re- 
sult thereof  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling Congress  to  make  such  coins  current,  if 
they  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  proper,  at  their 
real  standard  value. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
first  section  of  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  regula- 
ting foreign  coins  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
the  ninth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  repealed.  And  the  operation  of  the  second 
section  of  the  same  act  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
suspended  for  and  during  the  space  of  three  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  ^e  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  RepresenUtives,  hereinafter 
laentioned,  shall  ba  and  hereby  are,  entitled  to 
receive,  in  lieu  of  their  compensations  fixed  by 
law,  the  folliywing  sums,  that  is  to  say,  the  Secret 
tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  two  thousand  dbllarseach ;  their 
prineipal  clerks,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dol-» 
lars  each;  and  each  of  their  eagrotsing  clerks, 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  who  also  perw 
forms  the  duty  of  a  doorkeeper,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  the  Daotkeapet  of  ths  HoMse  of  Bq^ 
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lesettttttiTeai  shall  be,  and  tier  are  hereby,  entitled 
to  receire  Dine  handred  kni  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
Btim,  each ;  and  that  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Hotise  of  itepre^estatires  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  entitled  to  receire  nine  hundred  dollars 
per  annuiB  each. 

Bbd.  3.  And  be  it  fia^&ter  enatUd,  That  any 
appropriMion  ^hleh  shall  be  tnade  bv  the  Settate, 
or  Honse  of  Hepresentatii^  oat  of  the  contin- 
gent f^nd  ^f  either  Honse,  towards  the  compen- 
tetion  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  or 
House  of  Representatives,  shdl  be  fttken  and 
eonsidei^d  as  a  part  of  the  salary  allows  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  JMher  eimded,  That  the 
compensations  provided  for  in  this  act  shafl  eom^ 
Bience,  and  take  efibct,  from  and  hfrer  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eignt  hundred 
and  six. 

Bbo.  !►.  And  be  it  JMher  encKted^  That  the  act 
^titled  ^Att  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sations of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  6f 
Representatives,"  naMed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
AprH,  one  thousand  erghC  hundred  and  two,  shall, 
ftom  and  after  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  directing  the  Secietsry  of  the  Treasuy,  to 
eanse  the  coast  of  Nortii  Carolina^  between  Gape 
Hattcras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sutteyed. 

Be  it  enactedy  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  dfrected  to  cause 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina  to  be  correctly  sur- 
veyed, between  Cape  Hattet-as  and  Cape  Fear, 
tiogether  with  the  shoals  lying  off  and  between 
these  respective  capes  or  headlands,  and  to  report 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  on  the  practica- 
bility of  erecting  a  light-hoUse,  lighted  beiacon,  or 
buoy  on  or  near  the  extreme  point  of  these  shoals. 
or  either  of  them.  And  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
ddllars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  ih 
makingsuch survey,  to  be  paid  out  6f  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806* 

An  Act  to  provide  for  penons  who  were  disaliled  by 
.  IcAOwn  wounds,  zeonved  ditring^  the  JRevslntieliAuy 
war. 

Be  it  ehacUd,  f  o..  That  any  commissioned  or 
Bon-ksommissiooed  cSfficert  musician,  soldier,  bm- 
rine,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the  actual  service  trf 
the  United  States,  while  in  the  tine  of  his  duty, 
by  known  wounds  reeeived  d«ring  the  Revohi* 
tionary  war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  serrioe ; 
or  who,  in  oonaeqttenee  of  disabiKty,  as  aforesaid, 
resigned  his  commission,  or  took  a  discharge;  or 
who,  after  incwring  disability,  as  lifotresaid,  was 
taken  captive  by- the  enemy,  and  remained  either 
m  caotivity  or  on  parole,  until  the  close  of  said 
RevolBtioBwjr  war ;  or  who.  in  consequ«ica  of 


known  wounds,  receited  as  aforesaid,  haa,  at  any 
period  since,  become  and  coBtiniMd  diaabled  m 
sudi  manner  as  to  render  him  nmhie  to  procore 
a  subsistence  by  manual  labor  $  whether  sodi  oft- 
cer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaoian,  aervvi 
as  a  volunteer,  in  any  proper  serviee  againat  the 
common  enemy,  or  oelonged  to  a  defaehraenc  of 
the  militia,  which  served  against  the  eemmom  cm- 
emy,^  to  the  regular  forces  of  the  IM^eri  States. 
or  of  any  particular  State,  he  shall,  upoa  sobaiaA- 
tiating  his  claim,  in  the  mantier  oereiaafter  de^ 
scribed,  be  placed  onthejMosion  list  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  life,  or  the  conturaaaca  cC  snch 
disability,  and  be  entitled^  under  the  regt^ationa 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  such  sum  as 
shall  be  fbund  just  and  proper  by  the  testimony 
adduced. 

Sec.  2.  Ar^beitJMhereinacted^  That,  in  sub- 
stantiating such  claim^  the  followinif  roles  and 
regulations  shall  be  complied  with,  that  is  to  say: 
Au  evidence  shall  be  taken  on  oath  or  afi&rmatioo, 
before  the  judge  of  the  district,  or  one  of  tbe 
judges  of  the  territory  in  which  such  claimaax 
resides,  or  before  some  person  specially  aathorixed 
by  commission  from  said  judge. 

Decisive  disability,  the  effect  of  a  knoivn  wound, 
or  wounds,  received  while  in  the  actual  service 
and  line  or  duty  against  the  common  enemy,  do- 
ring  the  Revolutionary  war,  must  be  provwl  by 
the  affidavit  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  corps,  company,  ship,  vessel,  or  craft, 
in  which  such  claimant  served :  or  of  two  olh« 
credible  witnesses  to  the  same  effect,  setting  forth 
the  time  when,  and  pliace  where,  soch  Enowm 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  particularly 
describing  the  same. 

The  nature  of  such  disability,  and  in  what  de- 
gree it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaiain^  his 
subsistence,  must  be  proved  by  the  afiidant  of 
some  reputable  physician  or  surgeon,  statine  hb 
opinion,  either  from  his  own  knowleo^  and  ac- 
quaintance with  the  claimant,  or  fi^om  an  exam- 
ination of  siich  claimant,  on  oath  or  affirmadoni 
whicb^  when  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  be 
administered  to  said  claimant  by  said  judge  or 
commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  sur- 
geon, in  his  affidavit,  shall  particularly  desocdie 
the  wound  or  wounds  from  whence  the  disabiU^ 
appears  to  be  derived. 

Every  claimant  must  prove,  by  at  least  one 
credible  witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  du- 
ring the  whole  term  for  which  he  was  detached, 
or  lor  which  he  enga^d,  unless  he  was  discharg- 
ed, ot  left  the  service  in  conse4uence  of  some  de- 
rangement of  the  army,  or  in  consequence  of  Ins 
disability  resigned  his  commission,  or  was  after 
his  disability  m  captivity  or  on  parole  until  the 
dose  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And  in  the 
same  manner  must  prove  his  mode  of  life  and 
employment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  the 
{fface  or  places  Where  he  has  since  reevd^  attfl 
bis  place  of  residence  at  the  time  of  taking  such 
testimony. 

Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  8a^ 
isfactory  reasons  why  he  did  not  nsake  applica- 
tioa  for  a  pension  beloke,  andthat  he  is  not  on  the 
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pension  list  of  any  State;  and  the  judge  or  com- 
missioner shall  certify,  in  wrltiqfir^  his  opinion  of 
Che  credibility  of  the  witnesses  whose  amdavits  he 
shall  take,  in  all  those  cases  wh^re  by  this  acjt  it 
is  said  the  proof  shall  be  made  by  a  credible  wit- 
ness or  witnesses ;  and  also,  that  the  examining 
physiciaB  or  suigeon  is  reputable  in  his  profession. 

SEa  3«.  And  be  it  ^further  enacted^  That  the 
9aid  judge  of  the.  district,  or  person  by  him  comr 
missioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  a  list  of  such 
claims,  accompanied  dv  the  evidence,  affidavits, 
certificates,  and  proceedings,  had  thereon  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  notinff  particularly  the  day  on 
vhich  the  testimony  closed  befoire  him.  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  th^  the 
same  may  be  compared  with  minster  rolls,  or  other 
documents  in  his  office;  and  the  said  Secretary 
shall  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases  which, 
together  with  all  the  testimony,  he  shall  from 
iime  to  time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  re- 
marks as  he  may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may 
be  enabled  to  place  such  claimants  on  the  pension 
list  as  shall  be  found  entitled  to  the  privilej^e. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge  or  commis- 
sioner aforesaid  to  permit  each  claimant  to  tak^ 
m,  transcript  of  t^e  eridenca  and  proceedings  had 
Tespecting  his  claim,  if  he  shi^l  desire  it,  and  to 
certify  the  same  to  be  correct* 

Sfic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  every 
pension,  or  increase  thereof^  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall  commence  on  the  day  when  the  claimant 
shall  have  completed  his  testimony  before  th^  au- 
thority proper  to  take  the  same. 

Sua  5.  And  be  U  fwriher  enacted^  That  an 
increase  of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  persons  al- 
ready phiced  upon  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States  for  disabilities  caused  by  known  vpunds 
received  during  the  Revolutionary  \<rai,  in  all 
cases  wherf  justice  shall  re^re  the  san^ :  Pro- 
videcL  That  the  increase,  when  added  to  the  peti- 
sioa  formerly  received  snail  in  no  case  exceed  a 
full  pension. 

Every  invalid  makin|f  application  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  j^hysi- 
ci^ns  or  sursepus.  to  be  authorized  oy  commission 
Irom  the  judge  or  the  district  where  such  invalid 
resides,  who  shall  report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  their  opinion  of  the  natpre  of  the  ap- 
plicant's disability^  and  in  what  degree  it  prevents 
Aim  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by  manual 
labor;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted  by  said 
physicians,  or  surgeons  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
penartment  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same 
with  the  documents  in  his  office,  and  shall  make 
a  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which,  together 
with  the  original  report,  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as 
he  may  think  proper,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
4o  justice  to  such  pensioners. 

SBC.  6,  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  a  fnll 
pension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer shalTbe  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally 
allowed,  at  the  time  of  incurring  saia  disability, 
to  his  grade  in  the  forces  raised  by  the  Unitea 
States,  and  the  proportions  less  than  a  full  pen- 
sion shall  be  the  correspondent  proportions  of  said 


half  pay ;  and  a  fnll  pension  to  a  nourcommia- 
sloned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  se^- 
mai^  shall  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  pro- 
portions less  than  a  full  pension  shall  be  the  like 
proportions  of  five  dollars  a  month;  but  no  peur 
sion  of  a  commissioned  officer  shall  be  calcumtd 
at  a  higher  rate  thajpi  the  half-pay  pf  a  lieutenant 
colonel. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
p^ensions,  or  increase  thereof,  which  may  be  al- 
lowed by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  pension?  to  invalids  who  have  been  here- 
tofore placed  on  the  pension  list  are  no^  pa^dL 
and  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  in  a$ 
respects  as  are  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  8,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  fron;i 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfer, 
or  mortgage  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pen- 
sion {)ayable  to  any  non-commissioned  oflfee^, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seain^,  before  the 
same  becomes  due.  shall  be  valid.  And  every 
person  claiming  sucn  pensiouior  any  part  thereof, 
under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution^  shall, 
before  tne  same  is  peiid,  make  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  magistrate,  legally  authorized  to  tal^e 
the  same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said  ma- 
gistrate, ^11  be  ledjged  wim  the  person  'who  pays 
saidiMBsioA;  that  suck  power  or  eobidtiitio^  is 
w>t  given  by  reason  of  anv  transfer  of  snob  peoK 
aion,.  or  part  thereof.  And  any  perM>n  who  Aall 
swear-  or  affirm  Mselv  in  the  prembea.  and  lie 
thereof  convieted^  shall  suffer  as  for  wUiVil  and 
eormpt  psnnrr* 

Sbo.  a  AndbeUfiirther  enacted,  That  all  kws 
of  the  United  States  heretofore  paase^^  so  far  as 
they  authoriae  peisoiM  to  be  plaoed  on  the  pea* 
sion  list  of  the  United  States  for.  and  in  eonacK 
qoeaee  of  disabilitiss  dsriv«d  from  Imown  wooa^ 
received  ia  the  Rsvokitioaary  war,  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  That  no^ 
ing  in  this  repoding  okase  shall  injuM.  or  in  any 
way  affect  those  persoas-already  upon  the  pension 
lisjt  of  (he  Uni^efl.Sti^rea:  aod  |h«t  the  S^yetair 
for  the  Depar^nent  qf  War  nMX  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  ha?  b^en  tifinsmitM^a  Aim 
by  any  claimant,  before  the  pass^  of  this  ac^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  nerer 
passed. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itfMher  enacted,  That  ih» 
act,  so  far  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  pc|^ 
sons  9pon  the  pension  list  of  the  tJnited  StattjL 
shall  remain  in  force  for  and  during  the  space  of 
six  years  from  the  passage  thereof,  and  no  lo|^[er: 
Provided,  That  this  limitation  shall  not  affqct  or 
impair  the  right  of  any  invalid  who  may  have 
completed  his  testimony  in  the  manner  prescrioed 
by  this  act  before  this  limitation  commences  its 
operation,  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  I9 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War» 

Approve^  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  to  lathorixe  the  Saeretarj  of  War  tokuMleidl 

warranty  and  for  other  puiposea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  iht  Seereiary  of  War 

be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warrants  ts 

such  persons  as  have  97  afaaU,  nefoie  ths  fiat  day 
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of  March,  ODe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 

?»rodoce  to  him  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  va- 
idity  of  their  claims ;  which  warrants,  with  those 
heretofore  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall  and 
may  be  located  in  the  names  of  the  holders  or 

Sroprietors  thereof,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  first 
ay  of  October,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and 
eight,  on  any  unlocated  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter 
townships  and  the  fractional  quarter  townships 
reserved  by  law  for  original  holders  of  military 
land  warrants. 

8ec.  2.  And  he  it  further  eruuted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  to 
cause  to  be  surveyed  so  much  of  the  .fifty  quarter 
townships,  and  tne  fractional  quarter  townships 
aforesaid,  as  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  locat- 
ed according  to  law.  in  conformity  with  the  loca- 
tions made  on  the  plats  of  the  said  quarter  town 
ships:  Provided^  The  whole  expense  of  survey 
ing  the  same  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  for 
every  mile  actuallr  surveyed. 
Approved,  April  15, 1806. 


Aa  Act  to  •ospeadthesakofoeEttin  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Be  U  enacted^  fc.,  That  the  opemtion  of  the 
^ixth  condition  of  the  fifth  section  of  tira  act,  e 
(titled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  aet«  entitled  ^Aneot 
•providiog  for  thp  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,and  above  the  month 
of  Kentucky  river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  sns- 
.peaded  antil  the  first  dav  of  October  next,  in  favor 
Qi  snch  purchasers  of  laads  under  the  said  act, 
.who  shall  exhibit  satisfactory  proof  to  the  register 
^nd  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  respeotive 
distrioto  where  they  were  actual  settlers  on  the 
laad  so  purchased,  at  the  time  of  passiag  thb 
act.         .' 

Appiovad,  April  15, 1806. 

An  Act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  goods, 
wsres,  and  merchandise. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c..  That,  from  and  after  the  fif- 
-teentfa  day  of  November  next,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  from  any  port  or  place  situated  ia 
tjlreat  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  of  the  following  description,  that 
b  to  say : 

All  articles  of  whiich  leather  is  Uie  material  of 
chief  value ; 

■    All  articles  of  which  sUk  is  the  material  of  chief 
Value; 

'    All  articles  of  which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  mate- 
tial  of  chief  value: 

All  articles  of  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material 
of  chief  value,  tin  in  sheets  excepted ; 

Woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  ex- 
«eed  fire  rtiHlings  sterling  per  squire  yard ;      ' 

Woollen  hosiery  of  ali\inds  5 

Window  glass,  and  alt  other  manufactures  of 
pass; 

Silver  and  plated  waresf 


Paper  of  every  description ; 

Nails  and  spixes ; 

Hats; 

Clothing  ready  made ; 

Millinery  of  ail  kinds; 

Playine  cards ; 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  and  pictures  and  prints. 

Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United 
States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place  whatever,  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  goods,  wares^or  merchandise,  bein^  of 
the  ^owth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Qreat 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  de- 
pendencies of  Great  Britain :  Promdtd^  however^ 
That  no  articles  which  shall,  within  fifteen  months 
after  the  pAssinff  of  this  act,  be  imported  from  any 
place  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  on  board 
any  vessel  cleared  out  before  the  passing  of  this 
act,  from  any  port  within  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  tnereof,  for  the  said  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  the  same,  shall  be  sob- 
ject  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid. 

Seo.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever any  article  or  articles,  the  imporution  (d 
which  is  prohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the 
said  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof^ 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  or  snail,  after  the  said  fifteenth  Jay  of  fi^ovem- 
her  next,  be  put  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  of  importing  the 
same  into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  all  such  articles,  as  well  as  all  other  arti- 
cles on  board  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  oc 
carriage,  belonging  to  the  owner  of  such  prohib- 
ited articles,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  owner 
thereof  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the 
value  of  such  articles. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted^  That,  if  any 
article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is 

Srohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  said  fifteenth 
ay  of  November  next,  be  put  on  board  any  ship 
or  vessel  boat,  raft,  or  carrias^,  with  intention  to 
import  tne  same  into  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  the  knowled^  of 
the  owner  or  master  of  snch  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  such  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  shall  oe  forfeited,  and  the  owner  and 
master  thereof  shall,  moreover,  each  forfeit  and 
pay  treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  \s 

f>rohibited  by  this  act,  and  which  shall  neverthe* 
ess  be  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  arriving  after  the  said  filteentn  day  of 
November  next,  in  the  United  States  or  the  ter- 
ritories thereof  shall  be  omittted  in  the  manifest, 
report,  or  entry  of  the  master,  or  the  j>erson  bar- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
lx>at,  raf\,  or  carriage,  or  shall  be  omitted  in  the 
entry  of  the  goods  owned  by  the  owner,  or  con- 
signed to  the  consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shall 
be  imported,  or  landed,  or  attempted  to  be  import- 
ed or  landed,  without  a  permit,  the  same  penal* 
ties,  fines,  and  forfeitures  shall  be  incurred,  an^ 
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[lay  he  recoveted^  as  in  tbe  case  of  similar  omis- 
ion  or  omissioiM,  landing,  importation,  or  attempt 
o  land  or  import,  in  relation  to  articles  liable  to 
[uties  CD  their  importation  into  the  United  States. 

Sea  5.  And  be  it  further  tnactedy  That  every 
oUector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  other  officer 
»f  the  customs,  shall  have  the  like  power  and  au- 
boritv  to  seize  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  iin- 
»ortea  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
ct,  to  keep  tae  same  in  custody  until  it  shall 
tave  been  ascertained  whether  the  same  have 
»een  forfeited,  or  not,  and  to  enter  any  ship  or 
'essel,  dwelling-house,  store,  building,  or  other 
»lace,for  the  purpose  of  searcning  for  and  seizins 
iny  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
le  or  they  now  have  by  law,  in  relation  to  goods, 
vares.  and.  merchandise,  subject  to  duty;  and  if 
toy  person,  or  persons,  shall  conceal  or  buy  any 
roods,  wares,  or  mercnandise,  knowing  them  to 
>e  liable  to  seizure  by  this  act,  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay 
i  sum  double  the  amount  or  value  of  the  goods, 
nraree.  and  merchandise,  so  concealed  or  pur- 
chased. 

Seo.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  addition  shall  be  inserted  to  the  oath 
>r  affirmation  taken  by  tbe  masters  or  persons 
laviil^  the  charge  or,  command  of  any  ship  or 
vessel  arriyiog  at  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  territories  thereof,  after  the  said  fifteenth 
dav  of  November  next,  viz :  "  I  further  swear  (or 
Biffirm)  thfl^t  there  are  not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  on  board  finsert  the  denomina- 
tion and  name  of  the  vessel}  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  into  tbe 
United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  is  prohib- 
ited by  law :  And  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  it  J.  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know  of  any 
such,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  on  board  the 
aaid  vessel,  or  which  sh^l  have  been  imported  in 
the  same,  I  will  immediately,  and  without  delay, 
make  due  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  this  district." 

Spc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
following  addition  be  inserted,  after  tne  said  fif- 
teenth day  of  November  next,  to  the  oath  or 
affirmation  taken  by  importers,  consignees,  or 
agents,  at  the  time  of  entering  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof, 
Tiz :  "  I  also  swear  (or  affirm)  that  there  are  not, 
to  tbe  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief^  iMilonff  the 
said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  or 
consigned,  as  aforesaid,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer* 
ehaodise,  the  importation  of  which  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  is  prohibited 
bv  law.  And  I  do  farther  swear  (or  affirm)  that 
if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  any  such  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise^  among  the  said  goods,  wares,  and 
merebatidise,  imported  or  oon9igned  as  aforesaid, 
1  will  immediately,  and  without  delay,  report  the 
same  to  the  collector  of  thb  district." 

8bc  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  arising  under  this  act  may 
be  sued  for  and  recovered,  and  shall  be  distributed 
and  accounted  for  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitiod  *^  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage:"  and  such  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated, 
or  remitted,  in  like  manner,  and  under  tbe  like 
conditions,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are 
prescribed,  authorized,  and  directed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  mitigatine  or  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disaoilitiesj^ 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned." 
Approved,  April  18. 1806. 

An  Aet  snpplemeDttxy  to  the  act  Bukiag  pratfision  fx 

the  payment  of  ohdms  of  citizens  of  the  United 

States  on  the  Government  of  France. 

Be  it  enacted,  i^c.  That  the  Secretanr  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  paid,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  certain  claims- 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Gtov-- 
ernment  of  France,  arising  from  the  ^deauz 
embargo,  in  conformity  with  a  certified  tisi  of 
liquidations,  attested  by  the  Minister  of  the  fmkh 
lie  treasury  of  France,  and  transmitted  by  tlfr 
Minuter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
Paris,  to  the  said  Secretary;  which  payments 
shall  be  made  for  such  sums,  respectivny,  as  are 
stated  in  the  above-mentioned  list  of  liquidations, 
to -such  persons,  respectively,  as  the  aceounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine  to  be 
rightfully  entitled  to  the  same,  and  out  of  the 
moneys  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  eUtms  of  citizenti  of  tfie  Uni^ 
ted  States  against  the  Qovernment  of  SVanee, 
the  payment  of  which  was  assumed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
oonventioD  of  the  thfartieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed ;  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fining the  limits  of  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  hereafter  to  be 
subject  to  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  line  be,  and  hereby 
is,  establbhed,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  place 
where  the  eastern  or  main  branch  of  Elk  river 
shall  intersect  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee;  from  thence  running  due 
north,  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the  northern 
or  main  branch  of  Duck  river ;  thence  down  the 
waters  of  Duck  river  to  the  military  boundary 
line,  as  established  by  the  seventh  section  of  an 
act  of  the  State  of 'North  Carolina,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
continental  line,  and  for  other  purposes;"  (passed 
in  I  he  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty^ 
three,)  thence  with  the  military  boundary  line 
west  to  the  place  where  it  intersects  the  Tennes- 
see river ;  thence  down  the  waters  of  the  river 
Tennessee,  to  the  place  where  the  same  intersects 
the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. 
Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upoa 
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the  Senators  and  Representatives  (Vom  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  b^  an  instrnment  signed  and  sealed 
by  them  respectlTely,  making  known,  that  in  pur- 
suance of  the  power  in  them  vested,  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
-entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  agents  to  settle  the 
-dispute  between  this  State  and  the  United  States. 
to  the  same,"  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Stati; 
of  Tennessee,  passed  in  the  year  one  thonsand 
^dglrt  huadred  and  two.  as  instrvotions  therein ; 
«]wy  do^  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Staite  of  TeMves- 
«ee,  and  in  conaideralioii  of  thB  pnmsioM  made 
in  this  aol,  ttgtte  and  declare,  tliat  M  right,  tkle, 
and  elaim,  whieb  the  State  of  Tennessee  hath  to 
the  lands  lyintf  west  and  south  of  the  line,  bevein 
before  establbhed  within  the  limits  of  thi»  State 
of  Tennessee^  shall  thereafter  forelFer  cease;  and 
that  the  lands  aforesaid  shall  be  and  remain  at  the 
sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States, 
aad  shall  be  exempted  from  every  disposition  or 
tax  made  by  ordeff|,  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  while  the  same  shall  remain 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
torm  of  five  years  aft«r  the  same  shall  be  sold; 
which  said  instrument  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  entered  at  lattts 
in  their  journal,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Seoretary  of  State.  The  United  Sutes  do  there- 
upon ceae  and  ecfavey  to  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, all  right,  titlr  and  claim,  whieh  the  United 
States  have  to  the  territory  of  the  lands  lyinff 
east  and  north  of  the  line  hereinbefore  esublimd, 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  TMuessee,  nnh* 
ject  to  the  same  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  purpose  of  ced- 
ing' to  the  United  States  of  America,  certain  west- 
ern lands  therein  described."  And  the  said  State 
of  Tennessee  shall  thereupon  have  as  fiill  power 
and  authoritv  to  issue  grants  and  perfoct  titles  of 
all  lands  lyin^  east  and  north  oT  the  before  de- 
scribed line,  within  the  limUs  of  the  said  State,  as 
Congress  now  have,  or  the  State  of  Tennessee 
might  have,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  re- 
served to  this  State  by  the  cession  act,**  to  which 
said  act  the  assent  or  Congress  is  hereby  given, 
so  far  as  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  ob- 
^ts  of  this^ompact;  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
following  express  conditions ;  that  is  to  say, 

Pkwt.  That  all  entries  of  lands,  rights  of  lo- 
eirtion,  and  warrants  of  surveys,  and  all  interfe- 
ring locationsj  which  might  be  removed  by  the 
aforesaid  act  of  cession  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  which  are  good  and  valid  in  law, 
and  which  were  not  actually  located  west  and 
south  of  the  hereinbdbre  described  line,  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
nandred  and  ninety,  and  all  interfering  grants 
which  are  good  and  valid  in  law.  and  which  have 
been  located  east  and  north  of  the  said  line,  shall 
be  located,  and  the  titles  thereto  perfected,  within 
^territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Ten* 
nessee* 


Secondly  That  the  State  of  Tennessee  skill 
appropriate  one  hundred  thousand  acresL  whkit 
shall  be  located  in  one  entire  tract,  witnin  the 
limits  of  the  lands  reserved  tp  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, by 'an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Caroli^ 
entitled  "  An  act  for  opening  the  land  offiee  for  the 
redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificates,  aad 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  array  **  ptt»ed 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  htnrared  and 
eighty-three ;  and  shall  be  for  the  nse  <^  two  col- 
leges, one  in  east,  and  one  in  west  Tennessee,  to 
be  established  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  and  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  in  one  tract,  wiihia  tke 
Umits  last  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  acndeixuei,aae 
in  each  coqnty  in  said  State,  to  be  established  by 
the  Legislature  thereof ;  whieh  «dd  several  tnels 
shall  be  located  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  nda 
has  been  extinguished,  and  subject  to  the  iKsjhh 
sition  of  the  Legidature  of  the  State,  but  shall 
not  be  granted  or  sold  for  less  than  two  doflan 
per  acre;  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  te 
lands  aforesaid,  shall  be  vested  in  funds  for  the 
respective  uses  aforesaid,  forevo*.  And  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee  shall,  moreover,  in  issuing  snati 
and  perfecting  titles,  locate  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  to  every  six  miles  square  in  the  territory 
hereby  ceded,  where  existing  claims  will  aMow 
the  same,  wnich  shall  be  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  efatidrenj  for- 
ever. Provided^  That  nothing  contained  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  afiect  the  Indian  tide^  or 
to  subject  the  United  States  to  die  expense  of 
extinguishing  the  same.  And  provided  olao,  That 
the  lowest  price  of  all  lands  granted  or  sold  irithin 
the  ceded  territory,  shall  be  the  same  as  shall  he 
established  by  Congress  for  the  lands  of  the  Uid- 
ted  States.  And  provided,  neveHAefosir,  That  the 
1-  residing  in  said  State,  south  of  Freaeh, 


Broad,  and  Holston,  and  west  of  Big  Ffgmoa  ] 
ers,  provided  for  by  the  constitution  of  the  Slate 
of  Tennessee,  shall  be  secured  in  their  renpecthpe 
rights  of  oecimncy  and  pre^mptioa,  aiM  shifl 
receive  titles  for  such  quantities  tt  they  may  re* 
spectively  ckim,  including  their  improvenait% 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  fhrty  acies  cMh| 
ietor  exceeding  the  quantities  they  have  heretefote 
claimed  respectively,  according  to  their  eondiiinaat 
lines,  where  sueh  have  been  established,  at  a  ^nee 
not  less  than  one  dollar  jper  acre.  And  pnmdtdi 
fiirther,  That  nothing  herehi  contained  shaM  he 
construed  to  enable  any  person  or  persons.  «atH 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ot  Ten* 
nessee,  to  locate  any  warrants  issued  nndir  dM 
authority  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  wfthki 
the  limits  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians  by  the  fifHi  section  €{  the  act  of  said  SlaM^ 
entitled  '*An  act  for  opening  the  land  office  for  the 
redemption  of  ^>ecie  and  other  ceitiieaMs^  and 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  passed 
In  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hnndred  aad 
eighty-tnree. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  itjtaiher  erudeds  That  if  the  ' 
territory  hereinbefore  ceded  to  the  State  of  Ten* 
nessee.  shall  not  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  cf 
land  fit  for  ctiliivation.  according  to  the  true  i** 
tent  and  meaning  of  the  origtnia  act  of 
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meludin^  the  lands  withiD  the  limits  reserFed  by 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Cherokee  In- 
dian^i^  to  perfect  all  ezistiDg  legal  claims  charged 
U^ereoQ  by  the  eonditions  coataioed  in  this  act  of 
cesaieOy  Congress  will,  hereafter,  provide  by  law 
for  perfectiog  such  as  cannot  be  located  in  the 
territory  afoiesaid,  out  of  the  lands  lyiog  west  or 
SQoUi  of  the  before  described  line. 
ApproTed,  April  18, 1806. 

All  Act  euthoruiing  a  oetadiinfliit  from  tte  JfiBtia  of 
the  UnHed  States. 
Be  it  etUtcted^  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  require 
of  the  Sxecutives  of  the  sereral  States,  to  take 
efleclual  measures  to  oraanize,  arm,  aod  equip, 
according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warniog,  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  officers  in- 
cluded, to  be  apportioned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  militia  returns  of  the  last 
year,  in  cases  where  such  returns  were  made,  and 
m  cases  where  such  returns  were  not  made  the 
last  year,  by  such  other  data  as  he  shall  judge 
equitable, 
'        Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
!    President  may,  if  he  shall  Judge  it  expedient,  au- 
'    thorize  the  uvecutiyes  of  the  several  States  to 
accept,  as  part  of  the  said  detachment,  any  corp 
'    of  volunteers,  who  shall  engage  to  continue  m 
'    service  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the  place 

of  rendezvous. 
\       Sk.  3.  And  be  it/Urther  enacted^  That  the  de- 
taehment  of  militia  and   volunteers  afbresaid, 
I    fthatl  be  officered  out  of  the  present  militia  M- 
'    cers,  or  others*  at  the  option  and  direction  of  the 
Constitutional  aothority  in  each  State,  respect- 
ively ;  the  President  of  the  United  States  api>or- 
tioniDg  the  general  (^cers  among  the  respective 
States  as  he  may  deem  proper. 
I        Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
said  detachment  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve 
a  longer,  time  than  six  months  after  they  arrive 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  and  that,  during  the 
time  01  their  service,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
tame  pay,  rations,  and  allowance  for  clothing, 
that  are  establuthed  by  law,  as  the  pay,  rations, 
and  allowance  for  clothing  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  call  into  actual  service  any 
part  or  the  whole  of  the  said  detachment,  when 
ne  sball  judge  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States 
require  it ;  if  apart  of  the  said  detachment  only 
ahall  be  called  mto  actual  service,  they  shall  be 
taken  from  such  part  thereof  as  the  President  in 
his  discretion  shall  deem  most  proper. 

Sio.  6.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  two 
miUiont  of  dollars  be,  and  are  hereby  appropria- 
ted, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasurv  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  for  the  pay  and  subsbtence  of 
iuoh  part  of  the  said  detachment  as  may  be  called 
into  service. 


Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  erecting  cer^ 
tain  arsenals,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue,  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18, 180i5. 


An  Act  MiaUng  apptopriatiei»  lor  the  sui^perl  of 

Govemaient  fnr  tlit  year  one  AouMnd  eight  luui- 

«bed«iidslx. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list,  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  dmrtments 
and  officers;  for  the  compensation  of  the  sev^id 
loan  officers  and  their  derks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants ;  for  the  support  of  the  mint 
establishment;  for  the  expenses  of  iateMoorse 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  li9h^• 
houses^  b^aJCons,  bttoys,  and  publie  piers ;  for  the 
defhiymg  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  puUie 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Mi8ei8*> 
sippi;  and  for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous 
claims,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  ate 
hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say: 

For  oompensaiions  grantod  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatires, 
their  t^cers  and  attendants,  estimated  forasessioB 
of  fpur  months  and  a  half  eontinuattoe^  two  km* 
dred  thousand  five  hundred  andeif  kty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expoise  of  firewood,  stationery,  print*' 
ing,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  thirty*two  thousand  dollars. 

For  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  libravy,  aad 
Librarian's  allowance  tor  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  fonr  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  thePreeident  and  Vice  Pro^ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thovsand  d<^rs. 


clerks,^ 

including  1 

compenfsation  to  his  eterks,  in  addition  to  the  t 

allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  ono 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv^-nine,  twelve 

thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  four  thousand  two  hnndred 
dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  first  session  of  the  ninth  Congrass, 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspapers,  eight  tkoo*- 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  special  messengers  charged!  with  despatch- 
es,two thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  c&rks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  those  engaged  on  the  bustneas 
belonging  to  the  late  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  twelve  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 
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For  the  expense  of  traDslatiDg  foreigD  laogua- 
ffes,  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  receiv- 
ing and  transmitting  passports  and  sea  letters,  sta- 
tionery and  printing,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis 
office,  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
and  ninety-three  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  priotiog,  and  inci* 
dental  and  contingent  expenses  in  tne  office  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand  two 
nundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasur- 
er's'Office,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty^two  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing  in  the 
Register's  office,  (ineluding  books  for  the  public 
stock  and  £br  the  arrangement  of  the  marine  pa* 
pers,)  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred 
aad  fifty  dollars. 

For  compeasation  to  tha  clerks  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  making  draug[hts  of  the  several 
surveys  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  in  keep- 
ing the  books  of  the  Treasurv  in  relation  to  the 
sales  of  lands  at  the  several  land  offiy^es,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  eontingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  sta- 
ting and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  one  tnou- 
sand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  pu»chasing  books,  maps,  and  charts  for  the 
use  of  the  Treasury  Dtpartment,  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent  em- 
^oyed  to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasury,  duitng  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  including  the  expense  of  two 
watchmen,  and  for  the  IrQfiair  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets,  lanterns,  and  othw  incidental  expenses, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensaticm  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  (tf  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 


War  Department,  clerks  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  ten  tnousand  nine  hundred  and  les 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  oi  the  War  Departmeht,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  employed  in  ikt 
Paymaster's  office,  one  thousand  eight  huadred 
dollars. 

For  fuel  in  the  said  office,  ninety  dollars. 

For  comnensatio|i  to  the  Purveyor  o£  PobUc 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  a  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dolisn 
for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  die 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  re^t, 
and -fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  expenses  incidental  to  the  removal  of  the 
Purveyor's  office  to  Germantown,  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  PhiladeTpfaia, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five, 
one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Narr, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  incluo- 
iog  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollan^ 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  ooe 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  nine 
thousand  eight  hupdred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  or  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contibgent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  dficcL 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars  for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  mnety- 
nine,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  G^era^ 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  offiecL 
including  a  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-five  dollars,  for  compensation  to  his 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine,  thirteen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fiAy-nve  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  candles,  house-rent  fbr^ke 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  dbc,  exclusive  of  ex- 
penses of  prosecution,  portmanteaus,  mail  locks, 
and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  department, 
these  being  paid  for  by  the  Postmaster  Qeneml, 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  office,  two  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  incurred  by  removal  of  the  lotta 
office  from  New  York,  durmg  the  prevalence  of 
the  epidemic  fever  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  one  hundred  dollars. 
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For  expenses  incurred  by  removal  of  the  loan 
ffice  from  Philadelphia,  during  the  prevalence  of 
he  epidemic  fever,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  five,  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  several 
)oromissioners  of  Loans,  and  an  allowance  to  cer- 
lin  loan  officers,  in  tleu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  de- 
•ay  the  authorized  ezpensea  of  the  several  loan 
filces,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  cllsrk-hire  in  the 
ffice  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  of  the  State 
f  Pennsylvania,  ia  consequence  of  the  removal 
f  the  omcers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
le  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  to  the  per- 
lanent  seat  of  Grovemment,  two  thousand  dol- 
irs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General, 
nd  the  clerks  employed  by  him,  ana  for  expense 
f  stationery  and  other  contingencies  of  the  Sur- 
eyor  General's  office,  three  thousand  two  hundred 
oilars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
5uth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed 
%  his  office,  stationery  and  other,  contingencies, 
bree  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint: 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars; 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
irs : 

The  Assay er,  one  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
irs; 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  fire  hundred 
oilars ;  .  . 

Th»  KMtermad  RefiMt^^M  «faoMdbMlfifehM- 
red  doliara; 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hnndred-dol- 

iXS\ 

One  clerk,  at  ffeven  handred  doUaraj 

And  iwO)  at  fiv«  hundred  doUara  each. 

For  the  wages  of  persona  employed  in  the  dif- 
erent  branches  of  melting,  eoining,  carpenter's, 
aiU- Wright's,  and  smith's  worlt)  inclnding  the  aom 
f  eight  hundred  dollars  pec  annum,  allojvred  to  an 
Asiatant  coiner. and  die  forger,  who  also  oversees 
he  execution  of  the  iron  worl^  six  thousand  two 
>undred  dotlats. 

For  the  repairs  of  farnaeeS)  oesU  of  rollers  and 
crews,  timber,  bar-iron,  laad,  steel,  potash,  wd 
or  all  other  itontingenoiea  of  4be  mint,  four  tho«- 
B^nd  two  huadred  doU«ps» 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  including 
be  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
oilars,  for  the  salaries  from  tbefirsi  of  October  to 
he  thirty-first  of  Decemberi  one  thousand  eight 
tundred  and  foar,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
nd  fift^  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
xecutive  officers  of  the  said  Territory,  inclndine 
he  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a  den^ 
'iency  in  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  five,  and  for  express  hire,  and  cotn- 
sensation  of  an  Indian  interpreter,  three  thousand 
ievea  hundred  dollars. 

For  exjiense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  and  to 


make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  years  one  thou^nd  eight  hundred  and  four, 
and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiVe,  five 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  five  thoa^ 
sand  nhie  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Cbvemor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  five  thousand 
one  hunared  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  three 
hundr^  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  including  a 
deficiency  of  two  thousand  ^j^  hundred  and  8ev*> 
enty  five  dollars,  in  the  appropriation  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  for  the  sop** 
port  of  the  said  Government,  seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  t^renty-five  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  inclod* 
ior  the  sum  (»  six  hundred  and  forty  doUars,  to 
denray  similar  expenses  and  others  attending  the 
organization  of  tne  Government  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  five,  iline  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  t»  the  Louisiana  Territory,  including 
a  deficiency  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sevehty^five  dollars  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eieht  hundred  and  five,  for  the 
support  of  the  said  Government,  seven  thousand* 
seven  hundred  and  tw^ty-five  collars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  said  TerritorVi  for  the 
years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  five  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  in  a  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Trea-^ 
sury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the 
usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  additionall  compensation  to  the  clerks  of 
the  several  Departments  of  State,  Treiisury,  War, 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  not  ex- 
ceeding, for  each  department,  respectively,  fifteen 
per  centum,  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regelate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  clerks,"  eleven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  Isw  to  the  C^ief 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges  of 
the  United  State:?,  ihcluding  the  Chief  Justice, 
and  two  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  the  Judge  of 
the  District  of  Orleans^  including  a  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  for  his  compensation  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundrea  and  four,  fifty-six 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  mnted  to  the  sev- 
eral District  Attorneys  of  the  United  States^ 
three  thousand  four  hundred  dofUars. 
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For  compensation  to  tke  Marshals  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Maine.  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  Blast  and  West  Tennessee,  and  Or- 
leans, one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Cireuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columhia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses^  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  forfeitvrea^  and  penalties^  and  likewise  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  prosecution  for  ofiences 
aghast  w  United  States,  and  for  safek^ping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  ooUars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundrr  pensions  granted 
by  the  late  Government,  nine  nundred  dollars. 

For  the  navment  of  aa  annuity  granted  to  the 
children  of  the  late  Colonel  John  Harding,  and 
Major  Alexander  Trueman,  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  the  fourteenth  of  May,  piie  thousand  eight 
hundred,  six  hiun4red  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to  the 
invalid  pensionera  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
fifUi  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
siX|  to  the  fourth  of  March^  one  Aousand  eiybt 
bondred  and  seTe^  ninety-eight,  thousand  ool- 
lars. 

For  the  owntenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buovs,  and  public  piers,  and 
stakeage  of  channel  bars,  and  shoaJs,  SAd  certain 
contingent  .expenses,  eighty-cme  thousand  and 
eighty-eigh(  doU»rs  and  two  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  a  commissian  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent*  to  the  comioissioneis  who  siwer* 
intended  the  erection  of  public  piers  in  the  river 
Delaware,  four  hundred  and  forty'*eight  dollars 
imd  seventy-one  cents. 

For  fixing  bqoys  in  L^ug  Island  Sound,  in  adr 
ditioi^  to  the  sums  heretolbfe  apprM>riated  for 
that  obiect,  oi^  thousand  thrcie  bundred  ai^l  forty* 
two  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 

For  expenses  of  inieKCOurse  with  foreign  oa- 
tions»  thirty-nine  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Barbiur  Powers,  in* 
eluding  the  compensation  of  the  Consuls  at  the 
several  Barbary  Poweiv,  forty-nine  thousaod  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  centin|E€int  expenses  of  the  int^rcoiyse 
With  foreign  vations,  twentynu;^  tbeusa^  nine 
hundred  and  fift;^  dollars. 

For  tbe  oonunffent  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  the  Baibary  Powers,  fifty  thousand  d<41ars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  si]^th  article  of  the  British  Treaty,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
tbflit  Durpoee,  seiven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Towards  qompletins  the  surveys  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  OhiOyand  in  the  Indiana  and 
Mississippi  Territortei^  one  hundred  aiMl  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  Sutes.  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admiued  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a 
nature,  according  to  the  usage  thereof;  to  require 
payment  in  specie,  four  thoiMmd  dolUus* 


For  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  ia* 
vestigation  of  clainis  under  the  Freoeli  Coavift* 
tion  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thoosmmd  eight 
hundred  and  three,  in  addition  to  the  sasis  here* 
cofore  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  six  tboosasd 
dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distresnl 
American  seainea,  seven  thousand  five  iuuidxel 
dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  at  l4»doOyFKi% 
and  Madrid,  for  prosecuting  claima  ia  relaiion  t^ 
captures,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  amount  admitted  at  tbe  Twisuiy  tf 
due,  on  the  first  of  January,  one  tbnuwnd  Kvea 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  to  the  legal  rrptennta 
lives  of  the  late  Baron  de  Beaumarchais,  for  mili* 
lary  stores  furnished  the  United  States  daiiaf 
the  late  war,  including  interest  on  the  same,! 
sum  not  exceeding  seventy-nine  thousaAd  doUan. 

For  exploring  the  waters  of  the  eountry  ceded 
by  the  convention  of  the  thirtieth  of  Aped,  «Ae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three|  and  wtiMiirh" 
ing  commerce  with  the  Indian  tnbes  *»*>«^i^f 
th^  same,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Jurihtr  enaaUd^  That  tht 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  te 

Said  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hai- 
red thousaad  dollars,  reserved  by  an  ae4  makiaf 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States^  aad 
out  of  moi^ js  in  the  Treasury,  not  ockeiwise  ap> 
propriated. 
Appioved}  April  18)  1900. 


AnAet 


who  attended  the  trial  of  the  j 


Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  to  every  witness  sia 
moned  to  attenc  the  trial  of  the  iaiperihuiamsf 
Samuel  Chase,  these  shall  be  aflowed  and  mM 
for  every  day^  attendance  upon  the  said  frial  tk 
sum  of  Oiree  doUars ;  and,  also,  for  ■Mieage  at  ihi 


fate  of  twelve  and  an  half  cents  ier  everf  aii 
distance  coming  to  the  City  of  Waabiagrco^,  aad 
retaraing  to  the  usual  place  of  residenee  of  the 
witnesses,  respeetivehr. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Thaiiiflhaa 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  as- 
certain and  certify  the  amount  doe  to  each  wit- 
ness for  attendance  and  mileaflei  whiab  oertii* 
cate  shall  be  a  sufficient  vonclier  te  entliie  ite 
witness  to  secetve  from  the  Trensnry  of  the 
United  Stales  the  amount  certified  to  be  dns^  nn- 
lees  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Snc  S.  And  be  U  Jkrther  mooted^  That  ik» 
sum  of  six.  thousand  diollars  beapproprintedtodn- 
fraf  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  under  the  !■<► 
visions  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of  nay  me 
the  Treasury,  aot  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  sn  act,  entitled  **  An  act  snppli 

ace» 


mentaiy  to  the  act  providing  far  a  IVaval  Pe 
tsMishinent,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  second  and  fovrtk 
sectipns  of  "  An  act  providi|ig  for  i^  Naval  Pe 
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SstablishmeDt,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and 
Jie  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is 
lereby,  authorized  to  keep  in  actual  service,  in 
ime  of  peace,  so  many  of  the  frigates  aoid  other 
mblic  arm^  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  in 
lis  judgment  the  nature  of  the  service  may  re- 
luire,  and  to  cause  the  residue  thereof  to  be  laid 
tp  in  ordinary  in  convenient  ports. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacUd,  Thdt  the 
rabUc  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in  ac* 
ual  service,  in  time  of  peace^  shall  be  officered 
nd  oMnned,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  fchall  direct:  Frmoided^  That  the  officers 
hall  not  exceed  the  following  numbers  and 
Tades ;  that  ia  to  «ty,  thirteen  nantains,  nine  mas- 
Brs  commandant,  seventy-tWo  lieutenants,  and 
ne  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen ;  but  the  said 
fficers  ahaU  receive  no  more  than  half  their 
lontUy  pay,  during  the  time  when  they  shall 
ot  be  under  ocdersTor  actual  service:  And  pro- 
ided  further,  That  the  whole  number  of  able 
Mimen«  ordinary  seamen^  and  boys,  shall  not  ez- 
eed  nine  handled  and  twenty-five  ;  but  the  Presi- 
ent  may  appoint,  for  the  vessels  in  actual  ser- 
iee,  so  many  surgeons,  surgeons'  mates,  sail- 
igmaslers,  ehaplaina,  pursers,  boatswains^  gun- 
•rs^  sailmakers,  and  carpenters,  as  may  m  hit 
pinion  be  necessary  and  proper. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

Ji  Actlbrtfie  regutailioB  of  tiM  timea  ef  holdiBg  the 
eovta  or  the  Disttfet  of  CdmmMmf  mi  for  oAn 
pnrposea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.^  That  the  dreilit  eeori  fbr 
V'ashington  county,  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia, 
lall  hereafter  cornmenee  and  be  held  on  the  first 
fonday  in  June  in  each  year,  instead  of  the 
nirth  MoAday  in  July,  as  now  fixed  by  law;  and 
le  circuit  ooort  for  Alexandria  county,  in  said 
istrict,  on  the  first  Monday  in  July,  inkead  ^ 
le  fourth  Monday  in  Jttne,  as  now  established  j 
Dd  that  the  circuit  court  for  Washington  county, 
rhich  now  stands  adjourned  to  the  fourth  Mon- 
ay  in  July  next,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  ad-^ 
)um^d  to  the  first  Monday  in  lone  next ;  and 
le  circuit  bourt  fbr  Alexandria  eovmty  ahaU  be 
Sjourned  to,  and  held  tfn  the  first  Monday  in 
criy  next ;  and  that  all  process  whatsoever,  now 
sued,  or  that  may  be  issued  in  the  respectire 
ranties  of  WaiMngton  and*  Alexandria,  m  said 
istrict,  returnable  to  the  fourth  Mondays  in  June 
nd  July  next,  respectively,  or  to  any  panicidi^ 
fty  in  tne  first,  second,  or  other  svceeedinff  weeks 
urin^  the  said  terms,  as  heretofore  estdli^ied, 
lall  be  returnable,  and  returned  to  the  first  Mon- 
ays  in  June  tind  July  next,  or  to  corresponding 
ays  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeeding 
^eeks  during  the  said  terms,  respectively,  as  now 
f  this  law  established ;  and  all  causes,  reco^- 
izances,  pleas,  and  proceedings,  civil  ana  crimi- 
al,  returnable  to,  and  depending  before  the  said 
3urt8,  at  the  respective  times  of  holding  the 
ime  as  heretofore  establiahed,  shaH  be  returned 


and  continued  to  the  said  first  Monday  in  June 
and  July  next,  in  the  same  counties,  respectivdy, 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  said  causes,  recog-* 
nizances,  pleas  and  proceedings,  had  been  regu- 
larly returned  or  continued  to  the  said  respective 
times  appointed  by  this  act,  for  holding  the  said 
courts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re^ 
lief  of  insolvent  debtors  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,'' shall  extend  to  any  debtor  who  may  have 
been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  arrested  and  holden  to 
bail  in  the  said  district,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest,  shltU  have  been  a  resident  in  the  said  district 
one  year  next  preceding  his  arrest. 

Approved,  Aptfl  21»  1S06. 

An  Act  cantknthigln'fiMee  ftn  a  Ibithar  time,  tbe  flnt 
seciM  «f  the  aot»  eotttled  **An  aet  fottiMr  to  pco- 
tact  the  •ebmsMiee  and  mtmm  o#  the  Usitad  8laM 
againslliie  Barbaiy  Foweis. 

Be  it  tmuted,  f  c.  That  so  much  erf"  the  aec 
passed  «on  thetwenty-ftfUi  day  «f  liMch,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  Irandred  and  fonr,  entitled  < An  aet  fur^ 
therlo  protect  the  craiMerce  asd  aeainen  of  tii» 
Unhed^tatet  against  the  Barbary  PowenL^as  is 
cofttained  in  the  first  tectionof  the  said  act.4e,  and 
the  aaaae  her^y  is,  oontiiued  in  fooe  antil  the  end 
of  theiteztaesBionof  Oofiifli«at,ai>d»o  kmgar. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  fupplementaiy  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertainiiig  and  aqfusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land,  within  the  Territoiy  of  Oiieans,  and  fiie  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  every  person  or  persons 
ctainiing  a  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  to  whicn  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, and  who  had  commenced  an  actual  settle- 
ment on  such  tract,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  had  continu- 
ed actually  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  three  years  from  the  time  when 
such  actual  settlement  nad  commenced,  and  priot 
to  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  eignteen  hun- 
dred and  three,  shall  be  considered  as  having  inade 
such  settlement  with  the  permission  of  the  proper 
Spanish  officer,  although  it  may  not  be  in  the 
power  of  such  person  or  persons  to  produce  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  such  permission. 

Sfic  2.  And  he  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons  rightfully  claiming  a  tract  oif 
land,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acrei, 
by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, shall  be  confirmed  in  his  or  their  claims,  if 
otherwise  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  although  the  person  or  persons,  under  whom 
the  claim  or  claims  originated,  were  not  at  the 
time  when  the  same  originated^bove  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years:  Provided,  That  the  tract  of 
land  thus  claimed,  had  been  for  the  space  of  ten 
consecutive  years,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
December, eighteen  nnndred  and  three,  in  the  quiet 
possession  of,  and  actually  inhabited  and  cultivat- 
ed by  such  person  or  persons,  or  fbr  his  or  their  use. 
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See.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
time  fixed  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, for  deliveriD^  to  the  register  of  the  proper 
land  office,  notices  id  writing,  and  the  written  evi- 
dences of  claims  to  the  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended,  till 
the  first  day  of  January  next ;  and  persons  deliver- 
ing such  notices  and  evidences,  shall  be  entitled  Co 
the  same  benefits  as  if  the  same  bad  been  delivered 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  March  last;  but  the  right's 
of  such  persons,  as  shall  neglect  so  doing,  within 
^  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall  be  barred,  and 
the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  pro- 
Tided  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this 
act  is  a  supplement,  in  relation  to  claims,  notices, 
and  written  evidences  of  which,  should  not  he 
delivered,  prior  to  the  said  first  day  of  March  last. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  U  further  eTtacted^  That  the 
yegisters  of  the  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, respectively,  be,«nd  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  appoint  so  many  deputies,  not  ezceediag 
ome  for  each  county,  in  their  respective  distriets. 
as  they  may  think  necessary ;  whose  duty  itahall 
be  to  teoetve,  enter,  and  file  notices,  and  to  receive 
asd  record  written  eyidences  of  claims  to  knds 
lying  in  the  county,  or  counties,  to  them  resj^t- 
ively  assigned,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  register 
miff  ht  do ;  and,  also^  to  transmit  to  the  register  the 
said  aotieea  and  evidences,  or  such  transcriptB  of 
abstracts  of  the  same,  as  the  said  register,  or  the 
commissioners,  may  direct ;  and  generally  to  do 
and  perform  all  such  acts,  in  relation  to  such 
claims,  as  the  said  register  may  direct.  Persons 
having  claims  to  land  may  deliver  the  notices  and 
evidences  of  the  same,  at  their  option,  either  to 
the  register  of  the  proper  land  office,  or  to  bis  dep- 
uty, for  the  county  in  which  such  land  lies;  ami 
each  of  the  said  deputies  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  recording  fees,  allowed  to  the  register^  by  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  (or  a  compensation  of  five  hundred 
dollars  in  full  for  all  his  services,]!  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  fbr  every  claim  filed  with  him,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  rii^hts  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  shall,  in  their  respective 
districts,  have  the  same  powers,  and  perform  the 
same  duties,  in  relation  to  the  claims  thus  filed  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next,  as  if  notice  of 
the  same  had  been  given  before  the  first  day  of 
March  last,  and  as  was  provided  by  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  suppHnient,  in  relation  to  the 
claims  therein  described.  Transcripts  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  said  commissioners,  and  reports  of 
the  claims  filed  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be  made  ana  transmitted,  as  was 
provided  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple 
ment,  in  relation  to  the  claims  therein  described. 
It  shall  likewise  be  the  duly  of  the  said  comrais 
sioners^  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  c^auns  which  may  arbe  from  a  righ^  or  sup- 


posed rigbt,  to  a  double  or  additional  concewioa 
on  the  back  of  grants  or  concessions  heretofore 
made,  or  frvm  grants  or  concessions  heretofore 
made  to  minors,  and  not  embraced  by  the  profit 
ions  of  this  act,  or  from  grants  or  concessioas 
made  by  the  Spanish  Oovernment,  subsequent  lo 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, for  lands  which  were  actually  sefileil  and 
inhabited  on  the  twentieth  dav  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three;  tod  to  make  a 
5pecial  report  thereon  to  the  Secretar/  of  the 
Treasury ;  which  report  shall  be,  by  him,  la/d  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  ^suing  session.  And 
the  lands  which  may  be  embraced  by  such  report, 
shall  not  be  otherwise  disposed  of,  until  a  de- 
cision of  Congress  shall  hare  been  had  there- 
;upon. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  registers  aforesaid,  shall,  in  addition  to  bis 
other  emoluments,  receive  a  compensation  of  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  services  to  be  perfbnned 
under  tbis  act  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Jaooary 
next;  and  each  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid, 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  a  day.  for 
every  day's  actual  attendance  on  the  duties  of  kn 
office,  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  January  next; 
Provided^  That  the  whole  amount  of  compensa- 
tion thus  allowed,  shall  not,  for  any  coram issiom-r, 
exceed  two  thousand  dollars:  And  provided. abo^ 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  nay,  if 
he  shall  think  proper,  reduce,  after  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  the  number  of  confmissioners  on 
either  or  both  boards^  t^  one  or  two  persons,  and 
in  case  of  saeh  reduction  th«yCoainiia»ioner  cc 
cotemissioners  cootfitutiDg  the  board,  shall  have 
the  same  powers  which  are  rested  by  ibis  act,  or 
by  ^e  act  to.  which  this  act  is  a  aupplement,  k 
the  board  established  ^  ^''^  ^^  ^^  which  this 
act  is  a  supplement.  The  clerk  of  each  of  the 
boards  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  hnndred  dollars  a  year;  the  translators  at 
the  rate  of  aiz  hundred  dollars  a  year,  anJ  the 
agents  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  rate  Qf  nfteea  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
from  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  the  time 
when  each  board  shall  respectively  be  dissolved. 
Provided^  That  no  more  than  one  year's  compen- 
sation be  thus  allowed  to  t^ach  of  the  said  clerks, 
translatora,  and  agents:  And  provided,  olao,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  diiicontinue 
either  one  or  both  of  said  agents,  whenerer  h« 
shall  think  it  proper. 

Sjbo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
coaunissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
tainiqg  the  rights  of  per^ns,  claiming  Unds  in 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Ijouisiana,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized,  if  they  shall  think  it 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  oral  evi- 
dence, either  in  support  of,  or  in  opposition  to 
claims,  which  evidence  could  not  be  giren  at  the 
usual  place  of  their  sittings,  without  oppression 
to  the  parties  or  witnesses,  to  remove  their  sittings, 
or  to  send  for  that  purpose,  one  or  more  members 
pf  the  board,  lo  such  other  place  or  places^  within 
their  respective  districts,  as  they  may  thina  neces- 
sary: And  each  of  the  commissioners  going  foe 
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that  purpose  to  such  other  place  or  pliices,  shall) 
in  addition  to  his  compensation,  receive  at  the 
rate  of  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles,  going 
to  and  returning  from  such  place  or  places:  Pro- 
videdy  Thar  no  commissioner  shall  receive  in  the 
whole,  on  that  account,  more  than  for  the  dis- 
tance, from  the  usual  place  of  the  sittings  of  the 
board  to  the  extreme  settlements  within  his  re- 
qpective  district 

Sbc  &  And  be.  it  JurAer  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  boards  aforesaid  shall  prepare,  and  cause  te 
be  prepared,  the  neports  and  transcripts,  which  by 
law  they  are  dhreated  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  eoi|formity  with  suoh  forms  as 
he  may  prescribe;  and  th€^  shall  also«  in  their 
several  proceedings  and  decisions,  conform  to  sueh 
instructions  as  the  said  Secretary  may,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmit  to  them  in  relation  thereto. 

Sao.  9:  And  be  it  Jwriher  enacted,  That  the 
aarveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  appoint  a  princi- 
pal deputy  for  eacn  of  the  two  land  districts  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  reside  and  keep  an  office  in  the  said  districts 
respectiyely,  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed 
by  the  other  deputies,  such  surveys  as  have  been 
or  may  be  authorised  by  law,  or  as  the  commis- 
Bioaers  aforesaid  may  direct;  to  file  and  record  all 
8«ch  surveys,  to  form,  as  far  as  practicable,  con- 
nected drafts  of  the  lands  granted  in  the  district. 
so  as  to  exhibit  the  lands  remaining  vacant,  and 
^nerally  to  perform  in  such  districts  respectively, 
in  conforknity  with  the  regulations  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  said  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  duties  im- 
posed b^  law  on  said  surveyor.  And  each  of  the 
said  prracipal  deputies  shall  receive  an  annual 
compensation  of  h^^  hundred  dollars,  and  in  ad- 
dition thereto,  the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say : 
lor  examining  and  recording  the  surveys  executed 
by  any  of  the  deputies,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
cents  for  every  mile  of  the  boundary  line  of  such 
survey;  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a 
■ttrvey  in  the  office,  twenty-five  cents. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Jurther  enactid.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper, 
to  appoint  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  annual  compensation,  give 
security  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  duties  and  authorities  shall,  in 
every  respect,  be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands 
which  shall  hereafter  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices, 
as  are. by  law  provided  with  respect  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys,  in  the  several  offices 
established  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above 
the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river.  And  the  said  re- 
ceiver, and  the  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the 
same  district,  shall,  whenever  the  public  lands 
within  the  same  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  commissions  and  fees,  which  are 
by  law  respectively  allowed  to  the  same  officers, 


north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper, 
to  direct  so  much  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as 
shall  have  been  surveyed  in  coniormity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plementj  to  be  ofiered  for  sale.  All  such  land 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  "  number 
sixteen,"  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same  ; 
with  the  exception,  also,  of  an  entire  township, 
to  be  located  oy  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  witn 
the  exception,  also,  of  the  salt  springs,  and  land 
contiguous  thereto,  which,  by  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  may  be  reserved 
for  the  future  disposi^  of  the  said  States,  shall 
be  ofiered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the 
direction  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  of  the 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  of  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor;  and  on  such  day  or  days,  as 
shall,  by  a  public  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  sales  shall  remain  open  for  three  weeks, 
and  no  longer;  the  land  shall  be  sold  for  a  price 
not  less  than  that  which  has  been,  or  ma^  be  fixed 
by  law.  for  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in 
tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  by  law  pro* 
vided  for  the  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory. The  superintendents  of  the  said  publie 
sales  shall  receive  six  dollars  each,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  said  sales.  All  lands,  other 
than  the  reserved  sections,  and  those  excepted  as 
above  mentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing 
of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions-,  aa 
are,  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mississippi  Ter^ 
ritory ;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all  lands 
granted  or  sold  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are,  or 
may  be,  provided  by  law  for  lands  sold  in  the 
Mississippi  Tereitory. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
location,  or  locations  of  land,  which  may  be  made 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  Maior  General  La- 
fayette, by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is 
a  supplement,  shall  and  may  be  received,  though 
containing  less  than  one  thousand  acres.  Pro* 
vided.  That  no  such  location  or  survey  shall  con- 
tain less  than  five  hundred  acres. 

Ssc.  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  cause 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  seacoast  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Vermillion  bay,  inclusively,  and  as  much 
fhrther  westwardly  as  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  direct,  and  also  of  the  hays,  in- 
lets, and  navigable  waters  connected  therewith. 
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Provided,  That  the  expense  of  such  survey  shall 
not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  14»  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  this  act  into  effect. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indiana 
Territoty,  and  8ute  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enousted^  ^c,  That  the  registers  and  re* 
oeivers  of  public  moneys,  of  the  districts  of  Vin- 
eannet  and  Kaskaskias,  respectively,  be,  and  they 
axe  hereby,  authorised  and  empowered,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury,  to  lay 
out  one  or  more  tracts  of  land  in  their  respective 
districts,  for  the  purpjose  of  locating  therein  tracts 
of  land  gmnted  by  virtue  of  any  legal  French  or 
British  grants,  or  of  any  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
l^ess.  Provided,  That  the  tracts  thus  laid  out 
•hall  be,  whenever  practicable,  adjoining  the 
tracts,  which,  in  conformity  with  former  laws, 
had  been  laid  out  for  similar  purposes  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Northwest  or  Indiana  Territo- 
ries; and  the  tracto  thus  laid  out  shall  not  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  unless  by  order  of  Congress. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  grants  of  land  by 
virtue  of  any  former  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  are  not  specifically  designated  in  the 
patents  issued  by  the  Governors  aforesaid,  or 
which  have  not  yet  been  locaud,  shall  have  a 
fight  to  locate  the  same  in  the  tract  or  tracts,  to 
be  laid  out  in  each  district,  respectively  by  virtue 
of  the  preceding  section;  the  priority  of  such 
locations  shall  be  determined  by  lot,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  with  whom 
the  location  shall  be  entered ;  and  Uie  Surveyor 
General  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  at 
the  expense  of  the  parties.  Provided^  That  all 
the  lands  thus  located,  shall,  in  each  tract  laid  out 
for  that  purpose,  be  laid  out  in  a  body,  without 
leaving  any  intervals  of  vacant  land,  and  shall 
«ach  be  surveyed  in  the  form  of  a  square  or  of  a 
parallelogram,  the  length  of  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  iiuma  its  breadth. 

Sec-  3.  And  be  it  jfuriher  enacted.  That  the 
registers  and  receivers  aforesaid,  shall  complete 
and  transmit  their  reports  to  the  Secretary  or  the 
Treasury,  before  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
Each  of  the  officers  shall  be  allowed  an  addition^ 
compensation  of  five  hundred  doIUrs,  and  each  of 
the  clerks  of  the  respective  boards  sha|l  be  allow 
ed  an  additional  compensation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars^  for  his  services  as  suchj  in  rela- 
tion to  such  claims. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fiariher  enacted,  That  the 
xegister  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the 
district  of  Cincinnati  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  grant  certincates  or  a  right  ot  pre- 
emption to  any  person  residing  on  any  reserved 
section,  other  than  section  "  number  sixteen,"  for 
the  tract  on  which  he  resides,  on  ^e  applicant's  ] 


producing  satisfkctiMry  evidence  that  kia 
was  within  the  provi^ons  of  the  aeventh  : 
of  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  making  prorision  for 
the  disposal  of  the  puUrc  lands  m  the  IndiaBa 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes."  Promded, 
That  the  person  shall  exhmit  tne  evidence  of  his 
claim,  and  shall  have  paid  at  least  one  tweuiieik 

Sart  of  the  purchase  monev  on  or  before  the  first 
ay  of  August  next.  And  provided^  ttlm>,  That 
aoeh  eertificateidiallaot  begrastedivaBf  Inds 
pravkosly  granted  or  add,  or  fbra  liaei 
than  a  qnnter  cii  a  eeetion,  nor  for  any  attar 
than  tkat  on  wJuch  he  vesidoi,  and  aoA 
shall  begnoited  at  the  sa»e  nice,  and  oa  fkt  par* 
meats  beiag  mide,  aa  fior oiaer  pafaftk  laBdaaoU 
at  private  we. 
Approved,  April  81, 1806. 


An  Act  to  regnlsite  and  iz  the  conp 

and  to  aothorize  the  laying  out  of  certaia  paUie 

roads,  and  for  other  poiposes. 

JBe  it  enocteci,  fc^  That  the  SeeretariesoC8tat^ 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departmanta  aha&  W, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  apportioa  the 
oompensations  ibr  clerks  in  theXr  respecdve  de- 
partmeatsin  such  manner  as  the.aervices  to  he 
performed  &hall|  in  their  judgment,  require:  Pr^ 
videdf  That  the  whole  amount  of  ordinary  eoai- 
pensatioBs  for  clerks  in  the  said  depart meiUi^  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  foUowiaf  auu 
annually,  that  is  to  say : 

For  tne  Department  of  State,  9twmk  tKmty,^ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  Treasury  Department,  forty-four  thoa- 
sand  two  hundred  and  twenty^aevea  dollars  aad 
twenty-eight  centSL  tlutt  is  to  say :  in.tlie  offioe  of 
the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasory,  ten  thoaaand  tw« 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  doUara  and  ei^hty«oae 
cents;  in  the  cSioe  of  the  Comptroller  oT  tht 
TreasurVj  nine  thousand  and  sixty  seven  doUan; 
in  the  offioe  of  the  Auditor,  eijj^t  thoowind  eigk 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars ;  m  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  two  thoaaand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen  doliairs  and  forty-five 
cents ;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Register  u  the 
Treasury,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  lor- 
ty-two  cTollars  and  two  cents. 

For  the  Department  of  War,  sixteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty  dollars^  that  is  to  say :  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary,  six  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty  dollars;  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  eifht  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ;  and  in  the  omce  of  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  twelve  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  dollars,  that  is  to  say :  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary,  four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Accountant 
of  the  Navy  Department,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  encu^ed,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is^  authorized  to  appoint  such  number 
of  clerks  in  his  office  as  he  shaU  judge  proper,  and 
to  apportion  their  compensations  in  such  manner 
as  the  services  to  be  rendered  by  each  shal^  in  his 
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judgment,  inquire:  Provided^  That  the  whole 
amouDt  of  ordinary  compensations  for  clerks  in 
the  said  office  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  au- 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UJuriJier  enacted,  That  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  he,  and  he  is  herehy,  authorized 
to  allow  to  one  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  of- 
fice seren  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the 
said  Director  is  herehy  authorized  to  expend  the 
further  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  annually,  in 
clerk  hire,  in  such  manner  as  his  discretion  shall 
dictate.  And  the  Surveyor  General  is  herehy 
ftllowed  to  expend  twelve  hundred  dollars,  annu- 
ally, for  clerk  hire. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans 
in  the  State^i  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
respectively,  not  exceeding  £ve  clerks,  at  the  rate 
of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  per  annum ;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  in  Connecticut,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
dollars  each,  per  annum ;  to  the  Commissioner  of 
L<Mui8  in  Pennsylvania,  not  exeeedine  six  clerks, 
at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, annually; 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Xioans  in  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  respectively,  not  exceeding  two 
clerks,  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
annually;  the  aggrc^te  of  compensations  for 
clerks  employed  by  either  of  said  Commissioners 
to  be  apportioned  among  them  at  his  discretion. 
And  there  shall  be  annually  allowed,  in  lieu  of 
slerk  hire,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
iollars;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
3tate  of  Rhode  Island,  four  hundred  dollars ;  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  three  hundred  dollars ;  and  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Maryland  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
compensations  allowed  by  this  act  to  clerks  shall 
commence  with  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretaries  for  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy,  and  of  the  Postmaster 
General  and  Surveyor  General,  and  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Loans  in  the  several  States,  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  at  the  beginning  of  each  year, 
the  names  of  the  clerks  they  have  employed,  re- 
spectively, in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  sum 
g^ven  to  each;  and  whether  the  business  for 
clerks  increases  or  diminishes  in  their  respective 
departments,  that  Congress  may  be  enanled  to 
make  further  arrangements  by  law  respecting 
clerk  hire.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  particularly  to  report  whe- 
ther the  business  in  the  loan  ofiice  of  Pennsylva- 
nia shall,  from  year  to  year,  continue  to  reauire 
the  additional  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  aUow- 
ed  by  this  act  for  clerk  hire,  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  of  the  Treasury  Office  from  Phila- 
delphia, in  eighteen  hundred,  to  the  permanent 
seat  of  Government ;  and  likewise  he  snail  report 
the  necessity,  if  such  shall  continne,  of  employing 
9th  Con.— 41 


clerks  on  the  business  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  late  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  here- 
after, in  case  of  the  removal  of  any  public  office, 
by  reason  of  sickness  which  may  prevail  in  the 
town  or  city  where  such  office  is  located,  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  cost  of  such  removal  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  proper  sum  to  be  allowed  for  the 
same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  opened  a  road  from 
the  frontier  of  Georgia  on  the  route  from  Athens 
to  New  Orleans,  till  the  same  intersects  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude :  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  more  than  six  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  in  opening  the  same.  And  to  cause  to  be 
opened  a  road  or  roads  through  the  territory  late- 
ly ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  river  Mississippi  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  for- 
mer Indian  boundary  line  which  was  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Greenville :  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  in  opening  the  same  more  than  six 
thousand  dollars.  And  to  cause  to  be  opened  a 
road  from  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
to  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory:  Provi- 
ded, he  shall  not  expend  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  in  opening  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  And'be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  de- 
fray the  expense  authorized  by  this  act  beyond 
the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  payable  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted. And  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,"  which 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next  oe,  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Be  it  enactedf^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  six,  tt^ 
following  sums  be^  and  tne  same  are,  hereby  re- 
spectively appropnated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  and  fiftv  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents. 

For  medicine,  instruments,  and  hospital  stores, 
seven  thousand  h'^e  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armor- 
ers, freight,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  four 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1285 


Public  Acts  of  CkmgresB. 


1284 


fo 


includiog  provisions  for  those  oo  shore,  and  foraee 
for  the  staff,  sixty-six  thousand  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  fourteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corps,  one  thousand  one 
huadred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  quartermaster's  and  barraokmaster's  stores, 
officers'  travelling  expenses,  armorer's  and  car- 
penter's bills,  fuel,  premium  for  enlisting,  musical 
instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other  contin- 
rent  expenses,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and 
brty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  navy  yards^  docks,  and  other 
improvements,  the  pav  of  superintendents,  store- 
keepers, clerks,  and  laborers,  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  ordnance,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
•     For  completing  the  marine  barracks  at  the  citv 
of  Washington,  tnree  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  herein  specifically  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  AprU  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land 

in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Michigan, 

and  ibr  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^c,  That  the  Governor  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  shall  be, 
and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  lay  out  a  town,  including  the  whole  of 
the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand  acres 
adjacent,  excepting  such  parts  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  direct  to  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  military  department,  and  shall 
hear,  examine,  and  finally  adjust  all  claims  to  lots 
therein,  and  give  deeds  for  the  same.  And  to 
evary  jperson,  or  the  legal  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives of  every  peraoit  who,  not  owing  or 
Srofessing  allegiance  to  any  foreign  Power,  and 
eing  above  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  did^  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  when  the  old  town  of  Detroit 
was  burnt,  own  or  inhabit  a  house  in  the  same, 
there  shall  be  granted  bv  the  Governor  and  the 
Judges  aforesaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  and  where 
they  shall  judge  most  proper,  a  lot  not  exceeding 
the  quantity  of  five  thousand  square  feet. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
land  remaining  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 
after  satisfying  claims  provided  for  by  the  prece^ 
ding  section,  shall  be  aisnosed  of  by  the  Uover- 
nor  and  Judges  aforesaia,  at  their  discretion  to 
the  best  advantage,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  deeds  to  purchasers  thereof;  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  so  disposed  of  shall  be  applied 
by  the  Governor  and  Judges  aforesaid  towards 
buiidipg  a  court  house  and  jail  io  the  tcwn  of 


Detroit,  and  the  said  Governor  and*Jud|(es  are 
required  to  make  a  report  to  Congress,  in  writing, 
of  their  proceedings  under  this  act. 
Approved,  Aprir21, 1806. 


An  Act  makiag  a  ftirther  appropriatiaB  towsHs  cobh 

Dieting  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  at  the  city  «f 

Washington. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  a  sum  not  exeeedtag 
forty  thousand  dollars  shall  be^  and  the  saae  i^ 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  tJie  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  tlie  United  Stalei^  Co- 
wards completing  the  south  wing  of  the  CafNlol, 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  whion  said  sam  skali 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaauiy  noi 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

Aa  Act  to  amend,  in  the  oaaea  therain  menrtoaed^  Ika 

''Act  to  regulate  the  ooUectioo  of  dntiea  oa  iaporte 

and  tonnage." 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  "Act 
to  regulate  the  coilectioa  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage"  as  requires  the  collector  for  the  diacrkt 
of  Great  Egg  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer> 
sey,  to  reside  at  Somers'  Point,  be,  aoditbe  same 
hereby  is,  repealed ;  and  the  said  collector  shall 
reside  at  such  place,  within  said  district,  as  oMf 
be  dii-ected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresttory . 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  tke 
town  or  landing  place  of  Darien,  on  tbe  Alata- 
maha  river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  shall  be  a 

e)rt  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of 
runswick,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  samerega- 
lations  and  restrictions  as  other  ports  of  d^irery 
in  the  United  States;  and  a  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  whe 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  dollaif 
annual  salary,  together  with  the  other  emola- 
ments  of  office,  as  fixed  by  existing  laws. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThatOeia- 
cocke  inleu  in  North  Carolina,  together  with 
Shell  Castle  and  Beacon  islands,  and  all  the 
shores,  islands,  shoab,  bays^  and  watets  wiihiB 
two  miles  of  the  shores  of  said  lolet,  on  eaefr  wiSe 
thereof,  shall  be  a  disuiot,  to  be  called  the  distriet 
of  Ocracocke;  the  President  of  the  United  Siaaea 
shall  be  authorized  to  designate  such  pUee  in  ^a 
said  district  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  be  tke 
port  of  entrjr  i  and  a  collector  for  said  distriet 
shall  be  appointed  to  reside  at  such  port  of  catrr. 
who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emoluraents^  ahaJI 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  salary  now  allowed  to 
the  surveyor  of  Beacon  island*  and  no  other;  aad 
shall  also  perform  the  duties  heretofore  enjoined 
by  law  on  the  said  surveyor;  but  no  duties  shall 
be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  in  the  said  district 
of  Ocracocke,  on  any  articles  intended  for  any 
other  port  connected  with  the  waters  of  the  md 
inlet  of  Quwf  #cke,  such  only  excepted  as  naaf 
be  cast  away  within  the  said  district.  The  ofioe 
of  surveyor  of  Beacon  island  shall  be  heoecfortk 
abolished,  and  the  masters  or  commanders  of  ev- 
ery ship  or  vessel  coming  in  at  Oeraeoeke  ioUai^ 
and  intending  to  unlade  ber  cacgo^  or  mmj  paic 
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lll«reof,  at'Eoy  port,  oeber  than  the  district  of 
Ocraeocke,  eonaeeted  with  the  waters  of  the  said 
lolet,  as  well  as  the  masters  or  commanders  of 
all  lighters  or  coasting  veeeels^  who  shall  receire 
g^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise  to  be  transported  to 
Bay  such  port,  shall  be  bound  to  exhibit  their  re- 
ports and  manifests  to  the  said  collector,  and  to 
perform  all  the  o^er  daCies  which,  by  the  eigh- 
teeath  section  of  the  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  reg^ 
alate  the  collection  of  daties  on  imports  and  ton- 
Mge,"  they  are  now  bound  to  perform^uiider  sim- 
ilar circamstances.  in  the  inlet  aforesaid. 
AppiOTed,  April  21, 1806. 

In  Act  in  addittoa  to  an  set,  entitled  ^^  An  act  regula- 
ting the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  ^ipoeal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee." 

Be  U  enacted^  ^.,  That  whenever  any  person 
nrbo  shall  have  received  pre-emption  certificates 
from  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpoee  of  ascertaining  the  rights 
9f  persons  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
shall,  by  a  final  judgment  or  decree  of  the  highest 
Boort  of  law,  or  equity,  in  which  a  decision  could 
be  had,  within  the  said  Territory,  rendered  in  favor 
Df  another  person  claiming  by  virtue  of  a  British 
patent^  lose  the  whole  or  part  of  the  tract  of  land 
to  which  he  war  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  certi- 
loate,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  receiver  of  public 
nooeys  for  the  district  where  the  land  lies,  to  repay 
:o  such  person  or  his  assigns^  so  much  of  the  pur- 
chase money  as  has  been  paid  by  him  for  the  land 
bus  recovered,  by  the  holder  of  the  British  patent 
n  all  cases  where  only  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land, 

0  which  any  person  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  of 

1  certifiomte  granted  by  the  commissiooers  afore- 
aid,  is  also  claimed  by  the  holder  of  a  British  pat- 
ent, a  patent  may  issue  in  favor  of  the  owners  of 
mch  certificate,  tor  so  muchr  of  such  tract  of  land 
ts  is  not  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  British  patent : 
f^xmded.  That  he  shall  in  every  other  respect 
lave  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
Congfess,  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Mis- 
ussippi  Territory.  And  the  lands  contained  in 
British  grants,  which  have  been  duly  recorded  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  former  laws, 
tad  t^  which  eertifleates  have  not  been  granted 
^  commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  disposed 
>f  until  otherwise  directed  oy  Congress. 

Brno,  a  Andlm  Ufurike> enacted^  That  persons 
mtitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  by  virtue  of  certificates 
granted  by  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners 
(foresaid,  shall  be  allowed  till  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
Mrv,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  to 
9MKe  the  first  payment  of  the  purchase  money  of 
iUch  lands:  And  if  any  such  person  shall  neglect 
^o  make  such  first  payment,  on  or  before  the  first 
^  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
^ten,  his  right  of  pre-emption  shall  cease  and  be- 
^me  void. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacied^  That  each  of 
ihecommissioners  appointed  toascertain  thectaims 
^  lands  in  the  abovementioned  Territorjr,  west  of 
^^^  rirt/tf  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  ibl- 


lars  for  every  day  he  shall  attend,  subsequent  to 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six :  Pr&vuUdj  That  such  additional  allow- 
ance shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  for  eaok 
commissioner ;  and  the  agent  appointed  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States  for  the  said  Board  shall  be 
allowed  an  additional  compensation  of  three  huft* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  whole  of  his  services. 
And  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  above  meniioned 
Territory,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  anthoriied| 
in  their  districts^  respecuvely,  and  after  the  disso- 
lution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  their  die- 
tnct,  to  ref  ulate  the  location  of  any  tract  of  land 
lyinff  within  such  district,  for  which  a  certificate 
shall  have  been  granted  by  the  commissioners^ 
whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  location  speei* 
fied  in  such  certificates,  interfere  with  each  other, 
or  do  not  include  the  improvements,  by  virtue  of 
which  such  certificates  were  granted :  Profrided^ 
That  the  said  register  and  receiver  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  allow  any  location  on  land  not  im- 
proved and  settled,  in  the  maimer  provided  by  the 
former  acts  of  Congress,  regulating  the  grants  of 
land  in  the  abovementioned  Territory ;  nor  to  al- 
low, in  any  case,  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
had  been  allowed  by  the  commissioners. 

Sec.  '4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  riv- 
en that  the  settlement  and  occupancy,  by  virtue 
ot  which  a  pre-emption  certificate  had  been  grant- 
ed by  the  commissioners,  had  been  made  and  ta- 
ken place,  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  grant  to  the  party  a  dona- 
tion certificate,  in  lieu  of  such  preemption ;  and 
the  patent  shall  issue  as  in  other  cases  of  donations : 
Provided,  That  application  shall  be  made  for  such 
an  exchange,  and  evidence  produced  of  the  date 
of  such  settlement  and  occupancy,  on  or  before 
the  31st  day  of  December  next. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
right  of  the  United  Sutes  to  all  the  land  lying  be- 
tween the  front  street  of  the  city  of  Natchez  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by 
north  fourth  street,  and  the  land  granted  to  Stephen 
Minor,  and  on  the  south,  by  the  lands  annexed  to 
the  old  fort,  and  those  granted  to  William  Barland, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  forever  vested  in  the 
corporation  of  said  city,  so  as  not  to  afiect  the  le- 
gal or  equitable  daims  of  any  individuals,  or  of 
any  body  politic,  or  corporate,  if  any  such  there  be: 
Provided,  That  th?  said  land,  as  above  described, 
be  neither  cultivated  nor  occupied  by  buildings, 
but  that  it  be  planted  with  trees,  and  preserved  as 
a  common,  for  the  use,  comfort,  and  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  aforesaid,  and  all  other  per- 
sons who  may  occasionally  resort  thither. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  section  No.  16,  shall  fall  upon  land  already 
granted^  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  claim* 
ed  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  locate  another  section,  in  lieu 
thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools,  which  location 
shall  be  made  in  the  same  township,  if  there  be 
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any  other  yacant  section  therein,  and  otherwise, 
in  an  adjoining  township. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  UJwriher  enacted^  That  Rich- 
ard Sparks  be  permitted  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  west  of  Pearl 
riyer,  his  claim  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  lying  within  said  district ;  and  that  Rich- 
ard S.  Bryan,  and  George  Brewer  senior,  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  with  the  register  or  the  land  office 
for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  rirer,  their  certificate 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the  district  last 
mentioned :  and  sucn  entry  of  the  claim  of  the 
said  Richard  Sparks  shall  have  the  same  effect,  as 
if  it  had  been  made  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and 
sucn  eotry  of  the  certificate  of  the  said  Richard 
8.  Bryan  and  €teorge  Brewer,  senior,  shall  have 
the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been  made  within  three 
months  from  the  time  it  was  issued. 

Approved.  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated, 
shall  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
enable  tne  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be 
better  fortified  and  protected. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sums  hereto- 
fore appropriated,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built  and  completed  a 
number  of  ffunboats,  not  exceeding^  fifty,  for  the 
protection  of  the  harbors,  coasts,  ana  commerce  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  officer,  man,  and  eauip,  any  part,  or 
all  of  said  ff  unboats,  when  he  shall  judge  the  same 
expedient,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  defray  any  expense  which  may 
be  incurred  by  officering,  manning,  and  equipping 
gunboats,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  ^f  the  United  States  may  direct  any  of 
the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  be  sold, 
whenever  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  ves- 
sel is  so  much  out  of  renair,  that  it  will  not  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  repair  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  of  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 
Be  it  enacted,  Sc,^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of^the  United  States  to  establish 
trading-houses  at  such  posts  and  places  on  the 
frontiers,  or  in  the  Indian  country,  on  either  or 


both  odes  of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  he  aMl 
judge  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  carry* 
ing  on  a  libejral  trade  with  the  several  Indian  na- 
tions, within  the  United  States,  or  their  terri- 
tories. 

Bbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  auchorized 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  Indian  trade^  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  purchase  and  take  charge  of 
all  goods  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indian  oa» 
tions  aforesaid,  and  to  transmit  the  saae  to  such 
places  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the  Piesideac 
And  he  shall  take  an  oath  or  amrmatioa  fiuih- 
fuUy  to  execute  the  trust  committed  to  him,  and 
that  he  will  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  be  con- 
cerned, or  interested  in  any  trade,  eomoMrce,  or 
barter^  but  on  the  public  account ;  and  he  shaH 
.also  gire  bond,  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Troisury  of  tte 
United  States,  truly  and  honestly  to  aceoont  for 
all  the  money,  ffoods,  and  other  property,  what- 
ever, which  shall  oome  into  his  hands,  or  foe 
which  in  good  faith  he  ought  so  to  aceoont,  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him  by  tlus 
act ;  and  his  accounts  shall  be  made  up  quarter 
yearly,  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  shall  receive  aa  an- 
nual salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  qoar- 
ter  yeariy,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  4he 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  aothor- 
ized  to  appoint  an  agent  for  each  tradtag^oaae 
established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and 
every  such  agent  shall  five  bond  with  safficiem 
security  in  such  sum  as  the  President  shall  diieec, 
truly  and  honestly  to  account  for  all  the  moneir, 
goods,  and  other  property,  whatever,  which  shaii 
come  into  his  hands,  ao^  for  which  he  ought  so 
to  account,  and  to  perform  all  the  duties  required 
of  him  by  thb  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  said  agents  to  receive, 
from  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  dis- 
pose of,  in  trade  with  the  Indian  nations  aforasaid, 
such  goods  as  may  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
said  superintendent,  to  be  received  and  disposed 
of  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  rules  and  orders 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe;  and  every  such  agent  shall  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  him ;  and  that  he  will  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  concerned  or  interested  m  any  tiade, 
commerce  or  barter,  but  on  the  puldic  aceoont, 
and  he  shall  render  an  account  quarter  yearly  to 
the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  of  aU  money, 
goods,  and  other  property  whatsoever,  whrai 
shall  be  transmitted  to  him,  or  which  shall  come 
into  his  han^s,  or  for  which,  in  good  faith,  he 
ought  to  account;  and  he  shall  transnut  dupli- 
cates of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  tmde,  the  afoata^  thek 
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clerks,  or  other  persons  em^rfoyed  by  them,  shall 
not  be,  directly  or  indirectly,  concerned  in  export- 
ing to  a  foreign  country  any  pNeltries  or  furs,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  or  interested  in  carr]^- 
ing  on  the  business  of  trade  or  commerce,  on  their 
own,  or  any  other  than  the  public  account,  or  take 
or  apply  to  his  or  their  own  use,  any  emolument 
or  gain  for  negotiating  or  transacting  any  business 
or  trade,  during  his  or  their  appointment,  a^^cy 
or  employmenL  other  than  prorided  by  this  act, 
or  excepting  for,  or  on  account  of  the  United 
States.  And  if  any  such  person  shall  offend 
against  any  of  the  prohibitions  aforesaid,  he  shall 
be  deemed  gtiilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall, 
upon  conriction  thereof,  forfeit  to  the  Unitea 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  shall  be  remoyed  from  such  office,  ac^ncy,  or 
employment,  and  lorerer  thereafter  be  incapable 
of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States: 
Provided,  That  if  any  person,  other  than  a  pub- 
lic prosecutor,  shall  give  information  of  any  such 
offence,  upon  which  a  prosecution  and  conviction 
shall  be  had,  one  halt  of  the  aforesaid  penalty, 
when  received,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person 
j^vinffsuch  information:  Jndprovt^2e(/a^o,  That 
if  such  misdemeanor  be  committed  by  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  trade,  or  by  any  agent,  it  shall 
be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  bond, 
and  the  penalty  thereof  may  be  recovered  in  any 
court  havine  competent  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fwriher  enacted,  That  the 
prices  of  goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  paid  for,  by 
the  Indians,  shall  oe  related  in  such  manner, 
<hat  the  capital  stock,  furnished  by  the  Unitea 
States,  shall  not  be  diminished. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  the  annual  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropdated  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  and  his  clerks,  to 
be  paid  oat  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  d.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  daring 
the  continaanee  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
draw  annually,  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  not  e»;eeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  applied  under  his  direction  to  the  payment 
of  the  agents  and  clerks;  which  agents  shall  be 
allowed  to  draw  out  of  the  public  supplies  two 
rations  each,  and  each  clerk  one  ration  per  day. 

Seo.  10.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  the 
som  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
including  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated,  and 
applied  to  the  tike  purpose,  and  exclusive  of  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  and  of  the  allow- 
ances to  agents  and  clerks,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  nations, 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stotes,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted.  That  if  any 
affent  or  agents,  their  clerks,  or  other  person  em- 
ployed by  them,  shall  purcnase  or  receive  from 
any  Indiu  in  the  way  or  trada  or  barter,  any  gun. 


or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting;  any 
instrument  of  husbandry  or  cooking  utensil,  of  the 
kind  usually  obtained  oy  Indians  in  their  inter- 
course with  white  poople,  or  any  article  of  cloth- 
ing, excepting  skins  or  furs,  he  or  they  shall  re- 
spectively forfeit  the  sum  or  one  hundred  dollars 
for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases: 
Promded,  That  no  suit  shall  be  commenced  ex- 
cept in  the  State  or  Territory  within  which  the 
cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  in  which  the 
defendant  may  reside.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  or  of  the 
superintendents  of  Indian  affairs,  and  their  depa- 
ties  respectively,  to  whom  information  of  every 
such  offence  shall  be  given,  to  collect  the  requisite 
evidence,  if  attaiuable,  to  prosecute  the  offender 
without  delay. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  superintendent  of 
Indian  trade,  unaer  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the  said  furs  and 
peltry  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  public  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  three  weeks  previous  to 
such  sale,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
making  an  equal  distribution  of  the  same,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  demand  of  the  market,  and  as  may 
be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  United  States, 
arfd  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War:  Provided, 
That  there  shall  not  be  less  than  six  annual  pub- 
lic sales,  of  the  said  furs  and  peltry,  and  that  the 
superintendent  of  the  Indian  trade  shall  not  hold 
more  than  two  such  sales  in  any  State,  during 
any  one  year. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  and  daring  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  ibr  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  car- 
rent  cdn  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  par- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  if  any  person  shall 
falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forg- 
iuff,  or  counterfeiting,  any  gold  or  silver  coins, 
which  have  been,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be, 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  who 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made^  forged,  or  counter- 
feited, or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making, 
forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coins,  which,  by  law  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  made  current,  or  be  in  actual  use  and  circu- 
lation as  money  within  the  United  States;  or 
who  shall  utter,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  coun- 
terfeited coins  of  gold  or  silver,  as  aforesaid,  for 
the  payment  of  money,  with  hitention  to  defraud 
any  person  or  persons,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
falsely  made,  for^d,  or  counterfeited ;  any  such 
person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  beinff  thereof  convicted,  ac- 
cording to  the  due  form  of  law,  shall  be  senlenoed 
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to  imfirisonmeQt,  and  kept  at  hard  labor,  for  a  pe* 
riod  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten 
years;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  five 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  import  or  bring  from  any  foreign 
place  into  the  United  States,  any  false,  forged,  or 
eounterfeit  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by  law 
made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circulation, 
as  money,  within  the  United  States,  with  the  in- 
lent  to  utter,  or  make  payment  with  the  same, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited;  or  who  shall  utter,  as  true,  any 
fuch  false,  forced,  or  counterfeited,  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  as  aioresaid^  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons, 
knowinff  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
eounterfeited,  the  person  so  ofiending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  beine  thereof  con- 
Ticted,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
aentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  kept  at  hard  la- 
bor, for  a  period  not  less  than  two  years,  nor  more 
than  eight  years ;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years,  and  fined  aot  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  UJurAer  enacUd^  That  if  any 
person  shall  fraudufentiy,  and  for  ^in's  sake,  by 
any  art,  way,  or  means  whatsoever,  impitir,  dimin- 
ish, falsify,  scale,  or  lighten  the  gold  or  silver 
coins,  which  have  been,  or  which  shall  hereaAer 
be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States ;  or 
any  foreign  gold  or  silyer  coins,  which  are  by 
law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circu- 
lation as  money  within  the  United  States,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  he  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years^  and  fined  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars. 

^i&o,i.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  de- 
prive the  courts  of  the  individual  States  of  juris- 
dictiodi,  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  over 
«ffpnees  made  punishable  by  this  act. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  Tapeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author^ 

ioM  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  Public  Debt,  in 

payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 

other  purposes,  relative  to  the  Public  Debt. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  so  much  of  any  act  or 

acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 

public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United 

States,  shall,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 

April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  be  re- 

Kaled  :  Provided^  That  the  right  of  all  who  may 
ve  purchased  public  lands  previous  to  the  pas- 
yage  of  this  act.  to  pay  for  the  same  in  stock,  shall 
in  nowise  be  afiVcted  or  impaired :  And  provided, 
further^  That  there  shall  be  allowed  on  every 
payment  made  in  money,  at  or  before  the  same 
ahall  fall  due,  for  lands  purchased  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sij;,  in  addition  to  the  discounts  now  allowed 
by  law.  a  deduction  equal  to  the  difference  at  the 
lime  of  such  payment,  between  the  market  price 
of  aijt  per  cent,  stock  and  the  nominal  ^alue  of  its 


unredeemed  amount,  which  market  price  dutt, 
from  time  to  time,  be  stated  by  the  Secreury  of  tk 
Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  several  land  oien. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fiaiher  enaded^  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  purchase  any  of  the  tevenl  ipeeiet 
of  the  public  debt,  at  a  higher  price  thu  it  the 
rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  tney  shall  lot  pif 
more  for  three  per  cent,  stock  than  sixty  per  eat 
of  its  nominal  value;  nor  for  any  other  speeiesef 
the  public  debt  more  than  the  nominal  raJoe  of 
its  unredeemed  amount,  the  eight  per  eeDLMoek 
only  excepted  ;  for  which  they  shall  be  lltho^ 
ized,  in  addition  thereto,  to  give,  at  therateofoae 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  said  Domiu^  vibe, 
for  each  quarterly  dividend  which  may  be  piftr 
ble  on  such  purchased  stock,  from  the  time  of 
such  purchase  to  the  firai  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tfaatioiwdi 
of  any  act  as  direcu  that  purchases  of  tbepihlie 
debt,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fa4 
shall  be  made  within  the  thirty  days  oezteDiaiaK 
after  each  day  on  which  a  quarterly  payatcita 
interest  on  the  debt  of  the  United  States  shall  be* 
come  due,  and  also  so  much  of  any  act  as  directs 
that  the  said  purchasee  shall  be  made  by  open  pus- 
chase  or  by  sealed  proposals,  he,  aod  the  une 
hereby  is.  repealed.  And  the  said  CoauaiiaoMB 
are  hereby  authorised  to  make  such  parehaM, 
under  the  restrictions  lai4  by  the  preeadiDfi^ 
tion,  in  such  manner,  and  fU  such  times  and  piaeei 
as  they  shall  deem  most  eligible ;  and  for  t^l^ 
pose  to  appoint  a  known  agjenl  or  agents,  to  whon 
they  may  allow  a  cominia8ion,not  exceeding  oaa- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  respective  porchaies 
of  such  agenta.--(Approyed,  April  18,1806. 

An  Act  for  erecting  certain  fight^MMises  ia  the  9fi»d 

Massadmsetta;  for  building  a  beacon,  or  m» 

Bndg#p<^  in  the  State  of  Cooneetiont;  ^^^ 

buoys  uv  Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  Stals  of  »««> 

CaroUna. 

Be  U  enacUd,  #c,  That  the  Secreury  of  Ue 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoniM  m^ 
rected  to  cause  to  be  erected  the  followinfliF*- 
houses  in  the  State  of  Maasaehuaetts: 

Of^  on  Franklin  island,  at  the  month  ot »». 
George's  river,  in  the  district  of  llaiae. 

One  on  West  Passamaquoddy  head,atiM«- 
trance  into  the  bay  and  harbor  of  Passaiiia<l«w^' 
in  the  district  of  Maine.  .   . - 

And  a  double  liffht-house  at  or  near  Chaias* 
harbor,  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod.  .  ^ 

Provided  sufficient  landfof  iheaccommoj^ 
of  the  said  light-hottaes  can  be  obtained  at  rewr 
able  prices,  an4  the  Legialature  of  Massachos^ 
shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  saaae  w 
United  States.  And  the  Secretary  «^^*^ 
sury  is  h^eby  authoriaed  to  agree  for  "»**2br 
or  wages,  of  the  persons  who  mav  ^•PPj^i 
the  President  for  the  superintendence  aiw  ^.^ 
said  light  houses,  and  otherwise  to  provident 
same,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  S?^.  ,0-* 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  UJwiker  enacted,  Thati*e«^ 
retary  «f  the  Totaanry  be,  and  he  ia  ^^^^ 
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miirad  toeuuc  k  beacon,  or  pier,  to  be  erected  near 
tke  moQlhof  the  harbor  of  Bridgeport  in  the  State 
oi  Coanecticut ;  and  to  cause  buoys  to  be  fixed  oo 
BloffShoai,  Royal  Shoal,  Northwest  Straddle,  and 
Soathwest  Straddle,  in  the  waters  of  Pamlico 
Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sbc.  3.  And  b4  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  there 
be  appropriated,  for  defrayioff  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing each  of  the  aforesaid  liffht-houses,  the  sum  of 
fire  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  expense  of  erecting 
the  said  beacon,  or  pier,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
doUais;  and  for  the  expense  of  fixing  the  said 
buoys^  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid,  respectively. 
oBi  of  any  money'  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appiopriated.— [Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  supf  lementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  <<An  act  to 
extend  iunadictkm  in  certain  cases  to  the  Tenitorial 
Courts.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  provisions  of  the 
aet,  entitled  ^An  act  for  providing  compensation 
for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attornies,  jurors,  and  wit- 
uettes,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  mentioned, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  February  the 
twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  extended 
to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the 
said  act  may  relate  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain 
caaes  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  passed  March  the 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  ex- 
cepting that  the  clerks  of  the  said  Territorial 
courts  shall  not  receive  the  additional  five  dollars 

Ser  day,  allowed  to  the  elerksof  the  circuit  and 
istrict  courts  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  first 
above  mentioned. — [Approved,  April  18, 1800. 


An  Aet 


making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  efibct 
certain  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  efiect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Dela  wares,  Potawa tarn  ies.Miamiee, 
£d  river  and  Weas,  holder  at  Grousetand,  near 
Vineennes,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  AugiMt,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
ate, to  be  paid  to  the- said  tribes,  annually,  as  fol- 
lows :  to  the  Miamies,  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
Eel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to 
the  Weas,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  which 
several  annuities  shall  be  permanent :  and  to  the 
Potawatamies,  annually,  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
and  no  longer,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
addition  to  former  annuities. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  efiect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Wyandot,  Ottawa, 
Munsee  and  Delaware,  Shawanee,  and  Potawa- 
tami  nations,  bolden  at  Fort  Industry,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Julv,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five, 
the  annual  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purposeof  carrying  into  effect  two  treaties  between 
the  Uait^i  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians^  hold- 


en  at  Tellieo,  on  the  twenty-fif^h  and  twenty- 
seventh  days  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  a  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  further  annual  sum  o£4hree  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians,  concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five^  a  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  annuallv,  for  eight  years,  and  the  sum  of 
eleven  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,  next  thereafter  succeeding,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  snail  be  paid 
out  of  any  monev  m  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated.— [Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  fbr  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six;  for  the  Indian  Department, and  for 
the  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated:  thatis  to  say: 

For  the  pav  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
three  hundred  and  two  thousand,  five  hundred  ana 
fifty-six  dollars: 

For  forage,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 
dollars : 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  army  and  corps  of 
engineers,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars,  five  cents: 

For  clothing,  eighty-nVe  thousand  dollars : 

For  bounties  and  premiutns,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars : 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departments,  twelve 
thousand  dollars: 

For  camp  equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  transporta- 
tion, eighty-five  thousand  dollars: 

For  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines  and  ar- 
mories, two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty  two  dollars,  five  cents : 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ments, one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars : 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, eighteen  thousand  dollars: 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  command- 
ants in  Louisiana,  six  thousand  and  sixty-six  dol- 
lars, sixty-seven  cents: 

For  the  Indian  Department,  ninety-six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged,  first,  out  of  any  balance 
remaining  unexpended  of  former  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment; 
and,  secondly,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 
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An  Act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads ; 
and  ibr  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  following  [>ost 
roads  shall  be  discontinued :  From  Dixon's  Spring 
to  Lebanon,  in  Tennessee ;  and  from  Raleigh,  bv 
Haywood,!  Chatham  Court-house,  and  Chapel  Hill 
to  Hillsborough,  in  North  Carolina. 

2.  Sec.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing post  roads  be  established : 

In  Massachusetts—From  Granville,  through 
Sandisfield  and  New  Marlborough,  to  Stockbridge; 
and  from  Rochester,  by  Middleborougb,  East  Meet- 
ing House,  to  East  I3ridffewater ;  from  Brookfield, 
through  Brimfield,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Stafford 
Springs,  and  thence  to  Tolland,  in  Connecticut. 

In  the  District  of  Maine^From  Brewer's  to 
Plantation  number  fi?e.  From  Vassal  borough, 
through  Fairfax,  Unity,  Collegetown,  to  Hamden. 
From  Buckfield,  through  Hartford,  to  Livermore ; 
and  from  New  Milford^hrough  Ballston,  Paler- 
mo, and  Davtstown,  to  Belfast. 

m  Verfrumt--FTom  Royal  ton,  through  Tun- 
bridge,  Chelsea,  and  Vershire,  to  Corinth. 

In  Connecticut'— From  Pomfret.  through  Glou- 
cester, to  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island. 

hi  New  York— From  the  town  of  Cherry  Valley, 
through  Sprinfi^field,  Richfield,  and  Bridgewater, 
to  Sangersfield;  and  from  Harrisburg.  through 
Williamstown,  Offdensburg,  Potsdam,  Cnauta^ay, 
to  Plattsburg.  From  Rome,  through  Redneld, 
Adams,  by  Smith's  Mills  to  Sacket  Harbor,  anp 
from  thence  to  Chemangh.  From  Bath,  through 
Oanistiotown,  Danville,  and.  Williamsburg  to 
Hartford ;  and  from  Onandago  to  the  village  of 
Oswego  in  Lysander ;  and  a  cross  post  from  West 
Hampton,  to  River  Head.  From  New  Lebanon, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  by  Hancock,  Richmond, 
Lennox,  Lee,  Becket,  Loudon,  and  Sandisfield,  in 
Massachusetts,  to  New  Hartford  in  Connecticut. 
In  New  Jersey — From  Belvidere  to  Strouds- 
bur^,  in  Pennsylvania. 

/n  Pennsylvania-— From  Berlin,  through  Salis- 
bury, to  Cumberland.  From  Greensburgh  to  Kit- 
tanning;  from  Tuckhannock,  to  Chenango  Point 
in  New  York;  and  from  Greensburg,  through 
Mount  Pleasant,  Robbstown,  and  Williamsport,  to 
Washington ;  and  from  Washington,  through  Al- 
exandria, to  Wheeling.  From  Gettysburg,  through 
Millerstown,  Nicholson's  Gap,  and  Waynesburg, 
to  Green  Castle. 

In  Delaware~-From  the  village  of  Christiana, 
through  Newark,  to  Stratsburg  in  Pennsylvania; 
and  from  Georgetown,  through  Concord  Jto  Laurel. 
In  Maryland— The  jDoai  road  from  Vienna,  in 
Dorchester  county,  to  Snow  Hill,  in  Worchester 
county,  and  thence  returning  to  Vienna,  may,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  be  so 
altered  as  to  pass  over  Wicomico  Lower  Ferry 
and  Cluantico  Mills:  Provided.  No  additional 
expense  in  transporting  the  mail  snail  be  incurred 
thereby. 

In  Virginia— Ftom  Lynchburgh  to  Lexington. 
From  Waterford  to  Sniker's  Gap,  by  the  stores 
of  Robert  Braden  and  Jesse  Janny,  and  from 
thence  to  Upperville,  and  to  return  by  Israel 


Jauny's  Mill.  From  Wythe  Conrt^miK,  Vf 
Tazewell  Court-house,  Russel  Cottr^hoa3e,  Ue 
Court-house,  to  Robinson's  Biills.  And  im 
Madison  Court-house  to  Stannardsville.  The  pott 
road  from  Manchester  to  Colesyille^shiU  pan,  bf 
Chesterfield  Court-house  and  Spring  HilL 

In  North  CktroUnor— From  Averysboroogh  by 
Haywood,  Chatham  Court-house,  to  cross  Haw 
river  near  Jones's  Ferry,  to  HiUsboroogh.  Fiw 
Raleis[h,  by  Chapel  Hill,  to  Hillsborough.  ¥m 
Wilmmgton,  through  Conway boroock,  to  Oeore 
town,  in  South  Carolina;  and  from  WiUQboroogli 
to  Ashe  Court-house. 

In  South  Carolina— From  Port^ry,toCoi- 
wayborough ;  and  from  Portsfeiry,  hj  Ikm 
Court-house,  to  Thomas  Harley's. 

In  Georgia— From  Washini^n  toPeieiihai| 
and  from  Athens  to  Enc^cvilie  in  Tenaeaee. 

In  Ohio— From  Cincinnati,  by  North  Bad,to 
Lawrencebuigh  in  the  Indiana  Territory.  Fnm 
Austinburg  to  Erie,  in  Pennsylvania,  tnd  ftott 
Franklinton  to  Worthtngton. 

In  Kentucky— From  New  Castle,  or  H«Ky 
Court-house,  by  Gallatin  Court-house  tad  Boom 
Court-house,  to  Laurenceburgh,  in  the  bdim 
Territorv ;  and  the  post  road  from  Hendenonto 
Eddy  ville  shall  pass  by  Livingston  Coiirt4aaie. 

In  Tennessee— From  Mount  Qraoger  to  Ct^ 
thase,  thence,  by  Cavenaogh,  to  Lebaaoa.  Fnn 
Nashville  to  Charlotte.  From  Burville  bjrWtl- 
nut  Cove,  thence  along  the  turnpike  roU,W  wty 
of  Chitwood's,  to  Pulaski  in  Kentucky ;  m  fm 
Palmyra  to  Stuart  Court-house,  and  theaee  to 
Eddyville. 

In  Orleans  Tbrrttory— From  Rapide  Settle 
me&t  to  Opelousaa. 

Sbc.  3.  And  beitjwther  enacted,  ThMitm 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fiftv  doiimr  ^ 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  oat  of  toy 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropn^ 
ted,  to  enable  the  Postnuster  Genertl  (o  denty 
the  expenses  which  abroad y  are,  or  hereiftei  iniT 
be,  incurred  in  providing  for  the  aceommodatioi 
of  Joseph  H.  Webb,  who,  in  Angatt  bit,  wis 
woimded  b^some  person  unknown,  whilit  he  v^ 
employed  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the  vtm 
States,  and  who  is  now  under  the  care  of  theeon- 
mandant  at  Fort  Stoddert.  . . 

Sic.  ^  And  be  it  further  enacteiL  Thiithn 
act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  aifiBct  my  ex- 
iating  contract  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  (f  R^FT 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  v^ 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  tht 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  mtd« 
koown  to  Nicholas  C.  Nissen,  esquire.  His  Dtn- 
ish  Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli;  the  wfj 
sense  entertained  by  Congress,  of  his  diswieresiw 
and  benevolent  attentions,  manifested  to  Capttifl 
Bain  bridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  during  the  ume 
of  their  captivity  in  Tripoli. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 
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CiTil  Office.    (See  Army  and  Navy,) 
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of  snndiy  purchasers  of  lands  in  Ohb  • 
an  adTerse  report  thereon  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 

Clerks,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  oompMn- 

tion  of,  read  -        -        -        •       -      •  329 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  t  ^ 

reading  - Ml 
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Banish  Consul,  at  Tripoli,  a  resolution  from  the 
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reiMl 191 

Mad  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 198 

read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in    -        -    201 
Dawson,  John,  a  petition  of,  read  and  referred  -      92 
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reported  with  amendments,  whieh  were  read, 
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cidled  up  and  postponed  ....  140 
Mr.  Adams's  speech  on  the  bin  -  -  -  146 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and,  after  debate, 

the  Senate  a^^umed     ....    168 
amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  lost        •    165 
Fortifications,  report  on  the  memerials  ef  New 
York  and  New  Haven,  recommending  addi- 
tional, presented    .....     142 
consideration  of  the  repeal  pos^ned  -     163 

French  Republic,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, supplementary  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
claims  against  the,  assumed  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1803,  read  ....  26 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  -  -  -  42 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 42 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 

amended 43 

notice  of  its  being  approved  and  signed  by 

the  President         .....    207 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  fer 
payment  of  claims  against  the,  dec,  read      226 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    229 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 234 

called  up  again 238 

^   read  a  third  time,  and  frirther  action  on  it 

postponed 241 
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Gtlliopolis,  a  memorial  of  French  eettlera  in, 

read,  and  referred 60 

the  committee  ask  and  obtain  leaTe  to  re- 
port by  bill 68 

a  bill  reported  and  read      ....      70 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 74 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        .      80 
Gfantt,  Rev.  Dr.,  election  o^  as  Chaplain    -        -      16 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatires  to  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  of    .        -     116 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading         *     1 17 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    138 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -    167 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     189 
memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of, 
against  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac  -        -    197 
Georgia,  a  petition  of  agents  for  purchasers  of 

lands  under  the  State  of;  read         .        .      46 
Glass,  David,  and  others,  a  petition  of,  read  and 

referred 47 

Glass,  David.    (See  Harmony  Society.) 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives making  appropriation  for  sui^rt 

^»»ad 908 

lead  a  second  time,  and  refened  -  .  309 
reported  with  amendments  ...  239 
amendments  agreed  to  ....  330 
frirther  amended  .....  333 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  338 
the  House  of  Representatives  retain  it,  agree- 
ing to  some,  and  disagreeing  to  odier 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference  .    336 

the  conferenoe  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap» 

pointed 337 

managers  report  modifications,  which  were 

^.^^•8we^to 389 

Griffith,  Robert  £.    (Q^e  NiekUn  ^  Orifitk.) 
GttnboaU,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  building,  read  twiee,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    340 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred    -        -        .    343 
reported  with  amendments         ...    344 

passed  as  amended 346 

H. 
Hair,  an  attempt  to  amend  the  regulations  of  the 

Army,  as  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the      -    310 
Hamet  Caramalli,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to,  refer- 
red   ,  -        48 

report  of  the  committee  thereon  -  -  186 
a  biU  reported  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  188 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 191 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

postponed  ---...  ^iq 
a  motion  to  amend  not  acted  on  -  .  .  334 
the  bill  recommitted  -  -  .  .  .  336 
a  postponement  of  the  same  to  the  next  ses- 
sion --.--..  381 
notice  given  of  a  bill  for  the  temporaiy  relief 

of  .        -.        .        .        .        .    243 

leave  granted,  and  a  bUl  brought  in  and 

read       --.....    244 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 244 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    246 


Harding,  C^fitain  Setfa,  petition  0^  read  ind  nii> 

red  -.,.--.  ?• 
a  bill  reported  for  the  relief  o^  rasd  •  •  7t 
called  up  and  postponed,  after  a  seesnd  rnd- 

ing 74 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       ...    78 
read  a  third  time,  amendedt  and  fintkr 

amendment  proposed     •       ...    7) 
called  up,  and  postponed  -       .      .     .   M 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  ameaded  •    89 
Hardware,  argument  against  the  importitioa  tt, 

from  Great  Britain         -       -      -     •  17f 
Harmony,  Society  o^  memorial  of  the,  read  «1 

refeired 45 

a  bill  reported  tfaenon,  and  raad      •     •   ^ 
called  up,  and  pos^ned   -       -      •     tt,K 

bill  recommitted 0 

reported  with  amendments        -      •     •    7! 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended      •   U 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasncd     -      .     .    78 
Harrison,  Samuel,  agent  for  the  hsin  of  Otptea 

Carver,  petitioned  read  and  rafened     •  161 
Hats,  an  argument  against  the  importatiflB  ^ 

from  Great  Britain  •       .      -     -  lH 

Hays,  John,  a  petition  o^  referred  to  the  oobwI- 
tee  to  whom  were  refened  several  petitini 
of  a  similar  nature         -       .      .     -    9S 
an  adverse  report  thereon  •       .      .     •  IK 
Henrick,  brigantine.    (See  Denmark.) 
Hichbome,  Benjamin,  and  otheis,  peCHioo  flC     ' 
read      -        -        .        ....    4? 
referred,  with  others  of  a  similar  natnn  -    ^  ' 
leave  asked,  granted,  and  a  bill  repoctsd    •  1^ 
(See  Tennessee  kmde,  south  of  the  8taU  tf) 
Hickendall,  Samuel,  Mtition  o^  relBmdto  die 

Committee  on  Kevolotaooaiy  ClaiBt         ^ 
High  seas.    (See  BritM  qggremont.) 
Hillhottse,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  suspendisf  trade 

with  St  Domingo ^ 

House  of  Representatives,  a  message  fton  tbi, 
communieating  that  they  had  ibnued  t 
quorum,  and  elected  a  Speaker  -    ^^ 

a  message  from  the,  oommunicaliiif  that 
they  were  ready  to  adjourn    .      •      -  ^^ 

I. 
Impeadunent,  an  account  of  moneys  esjun^ 
in  fitting  up  the  Senate  Charabar  ai  • 

Court  of •  *W 

Importation,  a  committee  appointed  to  pnpei*  * 

bill  in  relation  to    -        •       .      .     •  l^i 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepiesentatftaa,  ta 

prohibit  the,  of  certain  goods,  read  -     -  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  Jj! 

reported  with  amendments        •      .      •  >« 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended      -  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amendad  -  ^ 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  to  amend  the  act  to  ief«- 
late  the  collection  of  duties  on,  read      •  Jj 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •      •  JJ 
reported  without  amendment      -       *      "  2i 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .       .      •  Ml 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  paaaad  ai 

amended *  ^ 

Indiana  Territoiy,  notice  of  a  bill  ezplanatsiy  af 
the  act  to  divide  the 


16S 


leavegranted,  a  bill  presented,  and  raad  to 
that  effect •   *•* 
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read  a  aecond  tine,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 164 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

postponed 184 

called  op,  and  paBsed         ....  198 
a  bill  from  the  Uonae  of  Repreaentatives,  to 

amend  the  act  to  divide,  read  -        -        -  336 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ...  226 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  236 

called  up,  and  postponed  indefinitely  -        -  241 
notice  of  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain 

lands  within  - 192 

leave  granted,  a  biU  presented,  and  read      -  208 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -  209 

reported  without  amendments    ...  225 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  227 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  post. 

poned    - 229 

passed 280 

a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting claims  to  land  in,  read       .        -  237 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -  239 
reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  245 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -  247 
Indian  tribes,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  treaties  with 

certain 82 

a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 

«          establish  trading-houses  wiUi  ^e,  read   -  231 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  232 

reported  with  amendments          ...  235 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  238 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  243 
a  biiJ  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
cariry  into  effect  treaties  with  certain,  read 

twice,  and  referred         ....  237 

reported  without  amendment      ...  239 

agaiik  referred 243 

reported  without  amendment     ...  245 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  244 
Intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  a  bin  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  confidentially 
brought  in,  to  defray  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses attending  the,  read      ...  68 

read  a  second  time 65 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  08 
^     called,  and  pos^ned  by  the  casting  vote  of 

the  President -  78 

read  a  third  time,  and  notice  to  amend  o^ 

iered 79 

various  questions  taken  on  amendments     .  80 

motions  to  refer  and  postpone    ...  86 
yeas  and  nays  on  several  motions  to  amend 

and  postpone,  and  bill  passed  ...  88 

J. 
Jackson,  Mr.,  iqpeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams, 

on  the  8t  Domingo  bill  -       -        -        .30 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Smith  and  Mitchill,  on 

the  same  subject 36 

the  decease  o^  announced  to  the  Senate     -     190 
the  President  of  the  Senate  directed  to  inform 
the  Executive  of  Georgia  of  the  decease 

of 231 

resolution  to  pay  ^e  fhneral  expenses  of    .    238 
Jersey,  New  Jersey,  a  Mil  firom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  declaring  the  town  of,  to  be  a 
port  of  delivery,  read     •        .       •       •    114 


Jersey,  New  Jersey— continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        .  116 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  141 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  144 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -  161 
Jones,  Philip  L.,  and  others,  petition  ot,  read  and 

referred-        ......  44 

.  the  committee  ask  and  obtain  leave  to  report 

bybiU   -------  63 

a  bill  reported,  and  read    ....  83 

read  a  second  time 86 

called  up,  and  postponed   ....  90 

amendeo,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  92 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  113 

K. 
KentudLy,  memorial  of  the  Governor  of,  read,  and 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    .        .244 

Kitchell,  Mr.,  speech  oS,  on  British  aggressions  -  109 

L. 
Land,  a  certain  lot  of.    (See  Cincinnatu) 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Repre-  * 
sentatives  to  continue  in  force  the  act  au- 
thorizing Secretary  of  War  to  issue,  read  144 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  144 
reported  with  amendments         ...  224 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  225 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -  228 
Landais,  Peter,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -  144 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        - '  144 
reported  without  amendment     ...  162 
called  up,  and  no  action  on  it    -        -        -  164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  165 
bill  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

as  amended 183 

returned  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  ask- 
ing a  conference,  on  whioi  managers  were 

appointed 185 

managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere     -  197 
Laws,  the  Library  Committee  directed  to  report 
what  disposition  should  be  made  of  the  vol- 
umes of,  reserved  for  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress       17 

Lear,  Tobias,  defence  of  the  conduct  of,  by  Mr. 

Adams 219 

Le  Clerc,  Captain  General,  proclamation  of,  to 

the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo        -        -  122 
Levis,  William,  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  a  petition 

o^  read,  and  referred       ....  46 

Library,  a  committee  on  the      ....  17 

report  of  the  same,  in  part-        -        .        -  54 
a  bill  reported,  making  appropriations  for  the 

further  support  of  &e,  read     -        -        •  54 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 74 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  80 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  concerning  the,  read  .  140 
read  a  second  time,  and  refisrred  •  .  141 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  165 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  182 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  ....  184 
Light-houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  erecting  certain,  read  -  -  230 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  231 
r^rted  without  amendment  ...  239 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  *  .  -  241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  242 
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LinenA,  Mr.  Smith's  reatsons  for  desiring  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of,  firom  G.  Britain  -     178 
Logan,  Mr.,  remu-ks  of,  on  asking  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 
conrse  with  8t  Domingo        -        -        -      26 
Long  Island  Sound,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  establish  Dght-houses 
in^  read  ---^---44 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred-        -        -      44 
reported  without  amendment     «        -        -      44 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      45 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed  as 

amended 46 

Looking-glasses,  argument  against  the  importa- 
tion oif  fitMB  Great  Brdnln    -        •        -     190 
LMUsiana,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ,  Repreeentsp 
lives,  eztendiag  the  power  of  the  Surtey- 
or  General  of  the  Territory  of,  read  -        -      67 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      68 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read      93 
called  up,  and  postponed    -        -        -        -IIS 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading      ....     139 
read  a  third  time,  without  further  actba  on  it     140 
called  up,  and  passed        ....    141 
a  bill  providing  further  for  the  government 

of  the  district  otf  read  ....  78 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  79 
a  bill  reported  to  ascertain  and  adjust  land 

claims  within  the  district  of  -  -  -  284 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    241 
the  House  of  Representatives  return  it  with 
an  amendment,  which  is  concurred  in     -    248 

M. 

Madison,  James,  letter  o^  stating  the  principle 
interpolated  into  the  law  of  nations  by  ttie 
British  courts         -----      72 
Mann,  George  Washington,  resolution  in  honor 

o^read 189 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     191 
reported  with  an  amendmMit,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 207 

called  up  and  postponed  to  next  session      -    238 
Mansfield,  Samuel,  petition  of,  read  and  referred 

to  the  committee  OB  the  town  of  Jersey  -    139 

£ee,  also,  Jersey.) 
a  bill  from  the  Bouse  of  Representa- 
tives regulating  the  bonds  given  by,  read       85 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •      87 
reported  with  amendments  -        -        •90 

csiled  up  and  postponed     -        -        -        -    113 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 117 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  on  it 

postponed 139 

caUed  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

consideration 140 

amendments  adopted,  bill  further  amended 

and  postponed 143 

passed  as  amended    -        -        -        ..    145 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  to  amendments,  and  re- 
ferred     197 

r^K>rted,  and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 

first  amendments,  and  disagree  to  the  last  198 
the  House  of  Represeuutives  insist   -       -    199 


Massadiusetts,  a  b!&  firom  the  Hotse  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  erecting  light-houiei  in  ft» 
State  of,  Acy  read .        .        .       .      .'  S30 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  2)1 

reported  without  amendment      •       •      -  2)S 
ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  -        -      •     -  Ml 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -     -  S4S 
Message,  annual,  of  the  President  of  0m  tTidtod 

Stotefc 11 

confidential,  of  the  same    -       -      -     •    18 
of  the  same,  with  documents  relating  to  fir- 
mer message  -        -        -        -       •     -    S9 

with  Ik  report  from  the  Governor  and  pA 

ing  Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigm  •   tt 
giving  the  information  asked  for  relatiTe  to 

the  complaints  of  France,  &c  •   47 

in  reli^n  to  the  ex-Bashaw  of  TripoG     •    tt 
in  relation  to  the  oppression  of  eommene 
and  navigation       -        -       -       -     •    61 

enclosing  a  letter  firom  the  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, (confidential)  -        .       ^       -      •    M 
with  another  copy  of  the  same  letter,  as  aaiud 
for         .......    71 

with  documents  in  relation  to  the  new  prin- 
ciples assumed  by  the  British  conrts,  &c.     7t 
communicating    a  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore        -       .       -      •    W 
enclosing  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Souft 
Carolina,  ceding  certain  forts,  &c^  to  tlie 
United  States         -        .       -  ,    "  .  '    ^ 
enclosing  treaties,  Ac,  vrith  certain  Mon 

tribes ^ 

with  a  letter  from  the  British  Secretary  for 

Foreign  Afiairs  to  Mr.  Monroe      '     ' 

relating  to  the  exploration  of  the  river  » 

souri •  "^ 

relating  to  the  march  of  Spaniah  troopi 

across  the  Sabine   -        -        '      '         ,m 
communicating  a  letter  from  Mr.  ^^^  '  ^ 
in  relation  to  the  threats  of  the  Bey  ofTuw  S" 
Bfichigan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprewnte- 
tives  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titw 
in  the  Territory  of,  read         -      "     *  2 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -     '  ^ 
reported  with  amendments         -      "     ' 
.    amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  oiwrad  ^^ 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       a^'  U$ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  atoenoed - 
MiUtary  EsUblishment,  a  bill  from  the  Houie « 

Representatives  making  appropriatioww  ^ 
support  of  the,  for  1806,  read  -       -     '  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       V.  ' 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  ^ 
a  third  reading       -        -       '      '      '  tfi 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       j  ^    A 
Militia,  a  bill  for  classing  the^  reported  •'^^    ji 
read  a  second  time>  and  refened  -      -     ' 
reported  with  several  amendaienis,  wlu»  ^^j 
werei«ad       -        »        -       '       "     .*  il7 
amendments  agreed  to       •       *       '      ]  Ul 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  -       -      *      ' 
a  bm  from  the  House  of  BV^****^   .    7« 
authorizing  a  detachment  of»  nee  -     ]    ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       '      ]  ^i 
reported  without  amendment     -      *,   ' 
read  a  third  time,  amettded,  and  petf<^  *^  ^ 

amended        .        .        -       •      -^J 
a  Message  from  the  Pfesidentof  the  (>'<i^  ^ 
States,  with  a  statement  of  the 
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Mint,  a  report  of  tke  Doector  of  the,  communi- 
cated by  the   Preaidemt  of  the  United 

State* 61 

notice  giren  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
eetablishing    ------    306 

leave  granted^  a  bill  brought  in  and  read  •  206 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  «  208 
reported  with  amendments  .  -  .  230 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 

third  reading          -        ...        -    235 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    241 
llilshill,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  St  Domingo  biU      31 
^         on  the  resolutions  relating  to  British  aggres- 
sion        99 

Mix,  Tflttol^,  petMsD  of,  read  and  relened  to 

BcnrolutuMMOy  committee        ...      87 
Monroe^  James,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Brit- 
ish Secretary  for  Foreign  AAtks,  read     -      66 
Motions  made,  to  appoint  a  conwiiiWee  to  inquire 

concerning  the  Library    •        -        •  17 

to  request  the  Presideiit  ef  the  United  States 
to  furnish  information  touching  the  oom- 
plidnts  of  France  againet  ifae  trade  with 

St.  Domingo 42 

to  request  certain  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent     -        -        -        -        -        -        -      47 

to  compensate  the  Sergeant«t*-Ann»  and 
Doorkeeper  for  tiieir  attendance  on  the 
Court  of  Impeachment  ....      86 

for  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Prasident 

with  certain  resolutions  •        -        •        -    116 
for  a  joint  committee  on  the  Library  -        -     140 
for  ft  joint  connafittee  to  consider  what  buei* 
ness  should  be  done  during  the  present 
easuiott^ 182 

N. 
National   Academy,  notice  given  of  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a 144 

leave  granted,  a  bill  brought  in  and  lead  -  161 
read  a  second  time,  and  refoired  -  •  163 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  163 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  •  183 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  again  re- 
ferred     108 

Naval  Peace  EstaMishment,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatii^vs  supplementary 
to  tike  act  providing  for  a»  read  twice  and 

referred 246 

reported   with   amendments,  which  wei« 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tim% 
and  pasiied  as  amended  ....    248 
the  House  of  Representatives  ask  a  confer- 
ence on  it,  which  is  agreed  to,  and  mana- 
gers are  appointed  ...        -  348 
the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  recede     249 
Naval  service,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Sejpre- 
sentativee  making  an  additional  appliea* 
tion  for  the,  read            .        .        -        .      16 
read  a  second  time,  and  refeiTed         -        •      17 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 17 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •      17 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^reeentatives  mak- 
ing additional  appropriations  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  former  appropriations  for  the, 

read 66 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  by  unanimous 
eonsenty  and  passed       ....      67 


Page. 
Navigation,  a  bill  reported  for  the  encouragement 

of  the  shipomg  and,  read        ...    168 
read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -------    166 

read  a  third  time,  and  frirther  action,  and 

Jostponed      -        -        -        -        -        -    184 
ed  up  and  postooned  to  next  session      -    228 
Navy,  a  bill  from  tne  Secretary  of  the,  in  r^^ 

to  a  resolution  of  the  S^ate,  read  .        .      17 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  support  of  the,  read    236 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened         -        •    226 
reported  without  amendment     ...    S40 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .    243 
New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  me- 
morial ef  the,  read ,46 

New  Haven,  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 

m«ce  of,  read  and  referred     -        -        •    113 
New  Orleans,  memorial  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  of  the  Territory  o^  read  and  re- 
ferred    -        - 44 

a  bill  presented,  relating  to  the  salaries  o£ 
thejudgesof,  andread  ....      83 

read  a  second  time 86 

called  up  and  postponed    ....      90 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -      Oft 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amen&d   -    113 
a  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  motion 
to  locate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  tenitory  o^ 
for  certain  purposes        -        -        •  ,     -     182 
(See  Orleans.) 
New  ToriL,  memorial  of  the  merchants  ot,  sead, 

ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  -        -      46 
a  report  thereon  read,  with  resolution  for  do- 
fence  of  76 

memorial  of  the  governor  of  the  hoapital  in 

the  city  o(  read  and  referred  ...      81 
report  recommeoding  postponement  to  next 
sessicm,  adopted     .....    246 
Nicklin  and  Griffith,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  -    139 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  *  139 
reported  without  amendment  ...  140 
called  up  for  a  third  reading,  a/id  lost        -     142 

a  memorial  o(  read 166 

North  Carolina,  a  representation  concerning  poi- 
sioners  on  the  Ust  of  the  State  o(,  read  and 
referred  to  tito  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensioners     ......      70 

a  hill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Cirooit  Court 
of  the  districted  read     ...        -      83 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      84 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read      88 
amendments  adopted,  and  lull  ordeiud  to  a 

third  reading ...        -        -        -      90 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -      92 
returned  from  House  of  Representatives  with 

amendments,  which  wore  i^^reed  to  -     -     142 
a  bill  from  the  House  oTRepresentativee  to 

cause  the  coast  o(  to  be  surveyed,  read   -    197 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  ...    199 
reported  without  amendment     ...    207 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    208 

read  a  third  time^  amended*  and  passed  as 

amended 209 

Northweet  Territoiy,  a  hill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of  the  Qovem- 
mentydM.,ofthe,iead  -       -       -       -     67 
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read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -  68 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 79 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  89 
Notices  given,  of  a  bill  to  prohflnt  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  persons    -        -        -        •  80 
to  prohibit  commercial  intercourse  with  8t 

itomingo 21 

to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land  56 

to  dpss  ^e  militia 67 

to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  current  coin  -  74 
iuither  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the 

district  of  Louisiana       -        -       -       -  74 
to  prevent  abuse  of  privilege  by  foreign  Min- 

tfters 90 

to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  die 

State  of  Ohio 193 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  establishing  a  Mint  306 

O. 

O'Bannan,  Priestly  N.,  resolution  in  honor  o^      -  1 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  191 
reported  with  an  amendment,  which  v^as 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  307 

called  up,  and  postponed  to  next  session      •  338 
Officers  of  Congress,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  Tegulate  and  ^  the 

compensation  o(  read     -        -        -        -  88 

read  a  seomd  time,  and  referred          -        -  89 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  166 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  183 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  198 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

partially  agieed  to 199 

the  Senate  insist,  ask  a  conference,  and  ap- 
point managers      300 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  a  con- 

ferenee-        --.--.  307 

report  of  the  nuinagers  agreed  to,  in  part    -  309 

the  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendments    -  811 
the  House  oi  Representatives  disagree  to  die 

Senate's  modification,  and  adhere  -        -  334 
the  Senate  recede      .....  335 
Ogden,  S.  O.,  and  William  Smith,  a  motion  to 
expunge  from  the  Journal  everything  rel- 
ative to  the  memorial  of,  adopted    -        -  850 
Ohio,  a  resolution  to  examine  the  act  to  enable 
die  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Temtory  Northwest  oiSy  to  frame  a  consti- 
tution, dbc.     -        -        -        -        -        •  16 
considered  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  17 
report  of  the  committee  thereon,  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie-        -        -        .        -        -38 
petition  of  sundir  purdiasers  of  puUic  lands 

in  die  State  of,  read  and  referred    -        -  53 
notice  of  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain 

lands  in  the  Stete  of      -        -        -        -  193 

leave  granted,  a  bill  introduced,  and  read    -  308 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  309 

reported  without  amendment     ...  335 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  337 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed         -        -  239 

called  up  and  paissed          ....  380 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 

sMcting  claims  to  land  in,  read       -        -  837 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •  389 
reported  vrithont  amendment,  amended,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  845 

read  a  second  time,  and  pused  as  amoided  347 


Orleans,  a  biU  providing  for  die  defence  o(  ind 
disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  hadi  in 
the  Territory  1^,  presented  and  read      •   191 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  diiid 

reading W 

called  up,  and  postponed  to  the  next  snaoD  S8 
a  bill  to  ascertain  and  adjust  claims  to  had 

within  the  Territory  of,  presrated  andmd  234 

read  a  second  time,  ordered  to  a  third  readhg  236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •      •  S41 

the  House  of  Representatives  retom  the  Ml 

with  an  amendment,  vrhich  is  agreed  to  •  M9 

P. 
Pamlico  Sound,  a  bill  bom  the  House  of  Refn- 
sentatives  for  fixing  buoys  in,  and  for  oAer 
purposes,  read        ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Pearl  river,  a  report  firom  the  oommissimier  of  tk 
district  east  <^  commnniratfld  by  the  Pm- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  read     •      - 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  fimn  the  House  of  Bepe- 
sentatives  declaring  the  assent  of  Con^ea 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  o^  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  ameudm^it 
ordered  to  a  thnd  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 
amended,  and  passed  as  amended 
Pensioners,  a  representatioa  conosfninf  oertaii, 

of  the  State  of  Georgia  .       -      - 
Peppier,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  petition  oif  nd 
referred,  vrith  others  of  a  similar  chincter  - 
Philadelphia,  memorial  of  the  merchants  oi  read 
and  referred,  with  others        -      -     ; 
Piankeshaw  Indians,  a  message  from  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  commmiicaliBg 
a  treaty  vrith  the    -        -       -      -      " 
Ports  and  haxbors,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Bei>- 
resentatives  for  fortifying  the,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        .        -      •      • 
read  a  thhd  time,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  amendments 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ^ntd " 

amended ' 

Post  Roads,  a  report  of  the  Postmaatcr  Geww 

OB  unproductive     .        -       -      -     * 

a  bill  fitwn  die  House  of  Rcpresentititei  to 

alter  and  establish  certain     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
called  up  and  pos^ned     -       *       '      ' 
the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        "       i*  ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the  House  of  Representatives  retom  it,  •fftt' 
ing  to  some  and  disagreeing  to  other  ameod- 
ments :  the  Senate  recede,  and  tgree 
Potomac  river,  a  bill  firom  die  House  of  Bep«^»' 
atives  audiorizing  the  erection  of  a  bndge 
over,  read      -        -       -       -      • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  diird  reading  -       '     /L 
called  up  and  postponed  to  next  sesoon 
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Page. 
Prefbyterian  oongregttioii  of  Geovgetown,  D.  C.» 
la  hUl  £rom  the  Honae  of  Repraaentativea 

to  incorporate  the 116 

read,  and  ord^ed  to  a  second  reading         -     117 
read  a  aeoond  time  and  referred  .        •        -    138 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        -     167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -     184 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      ...     189 
Privileges.    ^8ee  Foreign  ministers,) 
Pnblic  Buildings,  a  Message  from  tlia  President 
of  the  United  States,  oommunicatiBg  a  re- 
port of  the  Sorvejor  of  the      ...      48 
Public  Lands,  a  report  on  the  su^ect  of  the  pro- 

ceeds  of,  in  the  Northwest  Tenitory         -      23 
a  resolation  lelatiTe  to  the,  ceded  by  the 

State  of  North  Carolina-        ...      25 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
repeal  so  much  of  any  act  as  audioriaee 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  puUio  debt 
in  payment  for        .....      80 

the  biU  read 81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  83 
reported  with  amendments  ....  189 
the  bUt  and  amendments  referred  to  a  spedai 

committee 191 

their  retort  thereon  read    ....    197 
the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  diird  reading  .        -        .        -199 
read  a  third  time,  and,  pending  a  motion  to 

strike  out,  the  Senate  adjourned      .        *    206 
the  hill  called  up,  and  passed  as  amended    -    227 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  conference  asked, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  managers  ^- 
pointed  ---.••.    230 
report  of  the  managers,  agreeing  to  an  amend. 

ment  and  insisting  on  another,  adopted  -    233 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist     -        -    986 
and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  House's  amend- 
ment 237 

R. 
Ra^p,  George,  and  others.    (See  Harmony.) 
Petitions,  a  committee  appointed  on  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of 

officers' 189 

Refugees,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

in  relation  to  the,  from  Canada,  read       -      32 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .      26 
report  thereon  read,  with  amendments        >    161 
called  up,  and  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee        - 181 

again  called  up,  and  postponed  to  next  ses- 
sion        249 

Resolutions,  to  supply  Senators  with  newspapers      10 
authorizing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Door- 
keeper to  employ  an  assistant  and  horses      10 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  ex- 
plain why  his  expenditures  have  so  far  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriations        -        .        -      17 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  the  same 

inquiry 67 

asking  the  President  for  a  second  copy  of 

Mr.  Monroe's  letter        -        -        -        -       67 
fixing  the  day  of  adjournment    -        -        -     236 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives relating  to  persons  disabled  in 

the,  read 22 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      26  I 
9th  Con.— 42 
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reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read     199 
called  up,  and  postponed    -        -.        -        -    209 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    209 
amendments  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended         ....     2ii 
&ppen,  Joseph,  a  memorial  of,  read  -        •        -      46 
Road,  a  bill  reported  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
and  making  a,  from  Cumberland,  in  Mary- 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read        -        -      25 
(See  Cumberland.) 
Rodgevs,  Ci^tain  John,  noUe  traits  in  the  char- 
acter o^  detailed    (note)         -        -        -     187 
Roxhury,  Massachusetts,  a  IhU  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  declaring,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes,  read      44 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -      44 

reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 45 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 

amended .46 

Rules,  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the,  fer 

conducting  bimness  in  the  Senate  -        -      47 
report  of  the  committee  read       ...     183 
amendments   reported    by  the    committee 
adopted,  with  further  amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ....     189 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

postponed      -..-..-     191 
the  report,  as  amended,  adopted  .        -        -201 
Rum,  arguments  against  the  importation  of,  from 

the  British  West  Indies  ....     179 
Russell,  Gilbert  C,  memorial,  of  read  and  refer* 

red  to  the  Secretary  of  War    .        -        -     183 
the  Secretary's  report  thereon  read  and  re* 

ferred 197 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -        -    210 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thiJd 

reading  ----.-.    324 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed      ...    236 

S. 

St  Domingo,  notice  of  a  bin  to[suspend  commer. 

cial  intercourse  witii  -  -  -  -  30 
leave  granted,  and  a  bill  presented  and  read  63 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  63 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  76 
ddled  up,  and  postponed  ....  79 
question  taken  on  the  amendment  -  .  88 
amendments  further  considered  -  -  -  86 
bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  88 
read  a  third  time,  further  amended,  and  com- 
mitted     89 

further  consideration  of  the  bin  -        -        -  113 

question  taken  on  the  amendment       -        -  114 

a  motion  to  reconsider  lost          -        -        -  116 

debate  on  the  bin  resumed  -        -        -        -  117 

caUed  up,  and  passed  as  amended        -        -  138 
Salem,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 

of,  read  and  referred  with  others      -        -  81 
Salt,  argument  against  the  importation  of,  from 

3ie  British  dominions     -        -        -        -  180 
a  bin  firom  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  acts  laying  duties  on,  and  for 

other  purposes,  read        -        -        -        -  243 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -  244 

reported  without  amendment       -         -         -  246 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 

passed  as  amended  -        -     ^       -      j-  247 
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the  Honse  of  Representatiyefl  disagree  to  the 
amendment!  and  aak  a  conference,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed    -    248 
the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere    249 
Senate,  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the       *    201 
adjournment  of  the,  without  day         -        •    250 
Senate.  Chamber,  an  account  of  the  expense  of 
fitting  up  the,  as  a  cOurt  of  impeaehment, 

Teferred- 209 

a  report  thereon  read  ....    224 

read  a  second,  time  ordered  to  a  third  reading    224 

read  a  third  time,  and  agreed  to  «•        -        -    228 

Senators,  names  of  the,  in  attendance,  9, 11,  17,  18, 19 

20,  26,  45,  71 
8ergeant-at- Arms,  a  resolution  to  compensate  the, 
for  his  attendance  on  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment      210 

Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  Commiseionen 

of  the,  presented 84 

Slaverj,  a  memorial  respecting  the  abolirion  of^ 

read 92 

Slaves,  leave  asked  for  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of,  after  Ist  January,  1808        -      20 
question  on  the  leave  asked,  taken  by  yeas 

and  nays,  and  granted    -        -        -        -      21 
bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  presented  and  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned     21 

a  resolution,  to  amend  the  Constitution  on 
the  same  subject,  postponed  to  the  next 

session 232 

Smith,  Samuel,  election  of,  as  President  jEm>  tern. 

of  the  Senate 9 

rejection  of,  on  Vice  President's  retiring  -     188 
speech  of,  on  the  suspension  of  intercourse 

with  St.  Domingo 31 

speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  <m  the  same 

subject  -        -        --        -        .        -38 
speech  on  the  third  rcM^ution  oonceming 
British  aggressions          ....     107 
Smith,  Israel,  speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  British  aggressions        ...      94 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  speech  of,  on  British  aggres- 
sions      110 

Smith,  William.    (See  Ogden,  S.  O.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  fitun  the  House  of  RM>re- 
sentatives  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  £e  State  of,  read        -      88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      89 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     144 
called  up,  and  postponed    -        •        -        -    182 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     182 
read  a  third  time,  and  fiirther  action  on  it 

postponed      -        -        -        .        .        .     184 
called  up,  and  passed         ....     192 
State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  reply  to  a 

resolution  of  the  last  session,  read  -        -      71 
State  Judges,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of, 

in  certain  cases 72 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  .  .  74 
read  a  seomd  time,  and  referred  -  •  78 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readhig  -  113 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  114 
returned  firom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ferred   - •    145 

reported  as  referred,  and  the  amendments 
•groedto 161 


Sugar,  a  memorial  [Nraying  additional  profiaeii 
by  law  to  encourage  the  culture  (^  nU, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  -      -    44 

Sullivan,  Jamas,  and  othera,  petition  o^  read    .    46 
referred  to  the  committee  on  other  pelitkiBi 
of  similar  character        -       .       .      .    4g 


Tennessee,  a  resolution  to  <^pen  land  oflkei  in 

the  State  o^  referred      -       -       •     -    69 
a  bill  reported  to  anthori»  the  State  c^  to 
issue  grants  of  ceftaiQ  lands,  d^c,  ni 

read •  14S 

read  a  second  time    -        -       •       -     •  IQ 
bill  amended,  and  the  fiirther  eonsidentMi 
thereof  postponed  -        -       .       .      .  IQ 

"  ■ m 


paaseda 
leave  as 


leave  asked  and  obtained  for  a  bill  to  euj 
into  eSbd  the  provisions  of  the  act  nga- 
lating  the  grants  of  land,  dec,  south  of  tb» 
Stete  o(  and  a  bill  ptesented  and  lead  -  Iff 

read  a  second  time 181 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  Itt 
read  a  third  time,  and  fiirther  action  tkenon 

postponed l» 

called  up,  and  again  postponed  -  -  -  Itt 
again  called  up,  and  passed  -  -  -  S08 
returned  from  the  House  <tf  BepresentitifM 

with  amendments  -        •        .       .      •  S34 
the  said  amendments  coQcurred  in     -      '  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativss  ia 
addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  gruitsif 
land,  dtc,  south  of  the  Stete  (^  read      •  W 
read  w  second  time,  and  refened  -  -  ^ 

reported  with  amendments         -       .      •  S4I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  affiended      -  ^^ 
read  athird  time,  and  paaised  as  aneaded  -  ^^ 
Territorial  Courts,  a  biU  from  the  Houseef  Bep- 
resentetives,  to  extend  jurisdistiQn  meah 
tain  cases,  to  the,  read    -        .       •      -  St4 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  *  ^ 

reported  with  amendments,  which  wennsd  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended      -  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  ^ 
Toppan,  Edward,  and  others,  a  bill  fiom  die 
House  of  Representetives  for  the  relief  of! 

read      - f 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  ^ 
repOTted  without  amendment  -  .  -  45 
question  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  third  leid- 

ing,  lost -    *• 

Trading-houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentetives, to  estabfish,  with  certain  In- 
dian  tribes,  read     -        -       -       '      "  21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -      -  ^ 
reported  with  amendments         -       ,      -  t» 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  ^  ^  ^^ 

third  reading •  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  ^ 
Treasurer,  the  general  account  of  the,  present- 

ed  and  read '    " 

two  hundred  copies  of  his  report  ordered  to 

be  printed ;  ^ 

Treasury,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  hii 
annual  report,  read         -       -       '      .' 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  hst  seMion, 

f^ -2 

and  referred  to  a  select ''==*— "•**"  ^  -      " 
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Page. 
Tunis,  a  reaolation  raquaating  the  Preaidant  to 
caufe  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
canae  of  difierenoe  with  the  Bey  of  -  %i% 
a  Mearage  from  the  Preatdent,  oommonicat- 
ing  tha  infonnatioa  aaked  for»  with  the 
Ambaaaador^e  tetter,  read,  and  r^limed   -    M6 

U. 
Upper  Miaaiaaippi  Company,  a  memorial  in  be- 
half of  ttie,  read     46 

V. 
Veaaela,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Repreaenta- 
tirea,  concerning  the  fruther  aafoguard  o^ 

read J87 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    S37 
reported  without  amendment      ...    346 
question  on  ita  third  reading  decided  in  the 
negative,  and  the  bill  lost        -        •        -    347 
W. 
Washington,  a  memorial  from  the  Board  of  Tnia- 
teea  appointed  to  superintend  the  ednca^ 
tion  of  youth  m  the  mtj  oi,  read  and  re- 
ferred     --46 

White,  Mr.,  q>eech  at,  on  the  8t.  Domingo  bill  -    117 
Witnesaea  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  a  commit- 
tee Appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of         ...        ...SO 

abill  reported  in  pursuance  thereof,  andread      83 
read  a  aecond  time    .        -        ...      84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      89 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepteaentatiTes 
with  amendments  .....    S48 

the  amendments  read,  diaagreed  to,  and  con- 
ference asked         .....    344 

the  House  of  R^resentatiTea  agree  to  the 

conference  asked S46 

Wood  Island,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  erect  a  light- 
house on,  and  for  other  purposes,  read     -     114 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •     116 
reported  without  amendment     ...     141 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     144 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaaed      -        -        -161 
Woodward,  Augustus  B.»  memorial  of,praaented    889 
Woollens,  Mr.  8.  Smith's  reaaons  for  oeairing  a 
porohibition  of  the  importation  o^  from 

Great  Britain 178 

Worthington,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  British  aggres- 
sions      104 

Wright,  Mr.,  speech  <^,  on  introducing  hk  bill 

for  the  protection  of  American  aeamen    •      57 

Y. 
Teas  and  nays,  on  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a 

bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves   -      31 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Theodorick  Armisted     ....      46 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Edward  Toppan  and  othera     ...      46 

on  referring  certain  documenta  to  a  i^wcial 
committee 61 

on  the  adoption  of  the  reaolotion  requesting 
the  President  to  cause  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate    -      70 

on  the  amendmenta  to  the  bill  concerning 
foreign  intercourse  -        -        -         80, 81 

on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  suspending 
commercial  intercourse  with  St  IX>mingo      88 


Yeas  and  Naya— continued.  Pago. 

on  two  resolutions  asking  certain  informa- 
tion of  the  President      ....      86 

on  reference  of  the  bill  relating  to  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations     -        -        -      86 

on  sundry  motions  to  refer  and  amend  the 
aame 87,88 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Captain  Seth  Harding   ....      89 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  certain  parts  of 
the  second  reeohition  relatfaig  to  British 
aggressions    ------    108 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  suspending  trade 
with  St.  Domingo 114 

on  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  section  added  to 
aaidbin 116 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  bill    -       -    188 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  to  next  session  a 
Mn  for  the  protection  of  American  sea- 
men      .......    138 

on  the  final  passage  of  ^e  bill  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana  141 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  dassing 
the  militia 141 

on  striking  out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill 
to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  current 
coins 148 

on  the  final  passage  of  die  same         -        -    16S 

on  the  IriH  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  priv- 
ilege by  foreign  Ministers       •        -     166, 166 

on  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Peter 
Landais 188, 184 

on  the  final  paasage  of  the  biH  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
dec 184 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  George- 
town, District  of  Columbia     ...    190 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulatihg 
granta  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
land  south  of  Tennessee         ...    308 

on  striking  out  an  amendment  to  the  Army 
regulations  as  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the 
hair 310 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  CaramalU 336 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  any  act  as  to  authorize  the  receipt 
of  evidences  of  public  debt  in  payment  lor 
lands 337 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  authorizing  a 
bridge  over  Potomac  river       ...    339 

on  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods,  dec    383 

on  postponing  to  the  next  session  the  Poto- 
mac bridge  bill       -        -        •        -        •    384 

on  postDoning  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  Army 
and  Navy  officers  from  holding  civil  of- 
fice         386 

on  the  bin  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  dec    ....    340 

on  amending  the  bill  making  appropriatiooa 
to  carry  into  efiect  the  Chickasaw  trea^  -    348 

on  amending  the  bill  repealing  the  dutiea^on 
salt,  and  for  other  purposes     -        .        •    347 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  from  the  Journals 
everything  in  relation  to  the  memorials  of 
S.  Q.  Ogden  and  William  Smith    -        -    360 
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A. 
AlngaU^  floop,  report  on  the  petitioneof  the  own- 
ers of,  refdsing  the  fiAhing-bounty  prayed 
for,  read  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    471 
AbditiDn  Convention,  memorial  of  the  American, 

raul,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -    446 
Aceoimts,  appointment  of  a  committee  of  -        -    356 
Adioomment,  sundry  motions  relating  to,  post- 
poned    880 

a  joint  committee  appointed  to  fix  a  day  for    9.8 

the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee 993 

ajresolution  to  adjourn  on  the  16th  of  April 

sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  -        -    994 
agreed  to  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
also  agreed  to         -        -        -        -        -  10S2 

the  committee  wait  on  the  President  and 
mform  him  of  the  intended    ...  1116 
Ariava,  Michael,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Jos^^ 

Chambers 1180 

Aggressions,  seTeral  resolutions  in  relation  to, 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  the  yessels 
of  foreign  nations,  read  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole       ...    303 

a  debate  thereon        .....     896 

(See  Non^ImportcUion — Nori'Intercowse — 
British  Aggressions.) 
Alexander,  Mr.,  rem^ks  of,  on  the  Navy  appro- 
priations         1002 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  in  the  case  of  the 
memorials  of  Ogden  and  8mith  -  .  1091 
Alexandria,  memorial  of  the  Common  Council 
of,  praying  for  a  quarantine,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  thie  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures 339 

memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants,  praying  a 
reduction  of  court  fees,  referred      -        -    372 
Allen,  John,  and  John  Thompscm,  protest  of     -  1176 
Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  o£,  on  Uie  biU  relating  to 

revolutionary  pensions    ....    396 

on  taxing  the  importation  of  slaves     .     349,  360 

on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  witnesses  in 
the  impeachment  case    ....    491 

on  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journals  of  Congress   ...    620 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Leib's  motion  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  Mr.  Gregg's  res- 
olution   762 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  Uiat  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  (same  subject)      -        -        -    778 

on  Mr.  J.  Clay's  motion  to  the  same  eflect, 
(on  Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution)      -        -    793 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  fesolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices       -        -        -        .        .    884 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  in  relation 
to  the  secret  journal        ....    960 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  the 
reneal  of  the  duty  on  salt       ...  1061 

on  the  motion  that  8.  G.  Ogden  and  W. 
Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti. 
tiOns      .......  1088 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  tiie  bill  re- 
pealing the  duties  on  salt,  dec        -        -  1096 

on  the  adherence  of  the  Senate  to  their 
amendment  after  conference  -        -        -  1101 


Page. 
Amory,  Francis,  a  report  on  the  petition  sf;  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole     -  431 
an  unfiivorable  report  thereon  concurred  in  480 
Armed  Vessels,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  on  the  condition  of  the  public     •  411 
Armistead,  Theodorick.    (See  Oeorge^  brig.) 
Army  of  the  United  States,  a  select  committM 
a]^inted  to  prepare  rules  andreguhtiou 
for  the  government  of  the       -       -      •  HI 
a  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read  twice 

and  committed H4 

debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  •      •  SX 
amended,  and  progress  reported         -      •  327 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      -  383 

frirther  amended  and  recommitted     -      -  337 
verbally  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed-       -        -        -        -       -      -  331 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  339 
returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendmenti  711 
bill  read  and  amendments  referred  -  -  760 
report  thereon  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 77! 

some  of  the  Senate's  amendments  agreed  to, 
*  and  others  disagreed  to  -        -       -       -  838 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference      -  849 
the  conference  ag^ed  to,  and  raanagen  tp- 
pointed-        -        -         -        -       -      •  878 

the  act  as  perfected    -         -        -       -      •  lt58 

petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the,  serving 
in  Louiriana,  praying*  augmentation  of 
pay,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Wtr    •  Wl 
the  Secretary's  report  thereon,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole     •   »1 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  a  bifl  reported  to  jjrohib- 
it  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  oft 
twice  read      -        -        -        .       -      •  sW 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  debated,  and 
postponed      ....         S68tofn 

farther  discussed,  amended,  and  recommit- 

ted •  ^ 

reported  with    amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in,  and  the  bOl  as  amended  or- 


dered to  a  third  reading 


374 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -  ^ 
Army  and  Navy,  a  bill  to  prevent  officers  of  the, 
from   holding  or  exercising  civil  office, 
twice  read  and  committed       -       .      •  *» 
Ash,  George,  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands,  on  the  petition  of     -      "  *'* 
a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  theexpedh 
ency  of  granting  a  pre-emption  ri|^t  to  -  ^ 
Athens,  Georgia,  a  resolution  directing  the  Poet- 
master  General  to  report  the  state  of  the 
road  from,  to  New  Orleans,  Ac      '     / 
the  Postmaster  Genehd's  report  in  reply 

,      thereto '  .gg 

Atkinson,  John,  and  others,  affidavit  of      -      '  ^^ 

B. 

Barbary  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 

act   to    protect    commerce  and  **™®"  jjy4 
against  the    -        -        -        -       '      '  nos 

Barker,  William,  affidavit  of^-       -    j  -      *  " 
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Page. 
Barretto,  Francis,  a  report  on  the  petition  o^  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
John  McFaden  and  Francu  Johonnot     -    935 
Bastrop,  P.  H.  F.,  petition  of,  read  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs         •    333 
Bayou  Pierre,  documents  showing  it  to  be  a  part 

of  Louisiana  -        -        -      .  -        -  ld09 

Beaumarchais,  Madame  A.  £.  de,  a  petition  of 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims       -    805 

an  unfavorable  report  thereon  referred  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole        ...    666 

another  petition  of,  referred  to  Committee 
of  Claims 933 

a  ret>ort  thereon  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

theteble 1010 

BedLley,  John,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the  House 

of  Representatives  ....    S54 

an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra  service       -    429 
Bedinger,  Mr^  remarks  of^  on  the  standing  rules 

of  the  House 286 

on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 
slaves 371 

on  the  Senate's  bill  in  favor  of  the  Society 
of  Harmony -    466 

against  postponement  of  the   Cumberland 

road  bill 836 

Benezet,  Anthony,  and  others,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  make  a  favorable  report 
on  the  petition  o^  which  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    272 

the  report  thereof  considered,  and  progress 
reported         -        .    -    .        .        -        -    321 
Besson,  Julien,  deposition  of      -        -        -        -  1209 
Bidwefl,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  introducing  a  reso- 
lution     258 

in  reply  to  objections  -        -        -       ^    261 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportatien  of 
anns,dtc ?73 

motion  to  amend  the  resolution  in  honor  of 
General  Eaton       -        -        -      277,280,315 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorising  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       .....    405 

on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
Prendent's  Message  rdsting  to  neutral 
rights -    412 

on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves  -    435 

on  ^e  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors   --..--    6i24 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution      --...-    650 

in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  recommit  a 
resolution  to  prohibit  importation,  dec    -    874 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        ....     888,923 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  dtc     1060 

on  the  motion  that  8.  G.  Ogden  and  8. 
Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  me- 
morial   .......  1089 

BiUs,  the  standing  rules  in  relation  to        -        -    291 

Bingaman,  Adam,  affidavit  of  •        -        -        -  1192 

Blackledge,  Mi.,  speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  dis- 

chai^  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 

the  farther  consideration  of  Mr.  Gregg's 

resolution 767 

remarks  of,  on  introducing  a  resolution  to 
prohibit  credit  on  publio  lands         -        -    849 


Page. 

Blaireau,  French  ship,  an  unlavoraftle  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the,  praying 
remission  of  duties,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  ...  699 
Blakely,  John,  extract  of  a  letter  £rom»  the  Sec- 
retary of  State 1168 

Blodget,  Samuel,  memorial  of^  relative  to  the 
Univerity  of  Washingtmx,  refened  to  a 
special  committee  .....    301 
Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  pur- 
chase certain  copies  of  the  Jonmak  of 

Congress 521 

Bodio,  Gaspard,  and  others,  deposition  of  -        -  1214 
Bordeaux  embargo  claims,  a  bill  to  authorize  pay- 
ment of  the,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  read  twice  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        -        -    932 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    996 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    938 
Books,  in  the  German  language,  a  letter  accompa- 
nied by  two,  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
Speaker,  and  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee     -    275 

a  report  thereon,  the  Lilnrarian  directed  to 
receive  the  same,  and  the  Speaker  re- 
quested to  acknowledge  their  receipt        •    574 
Boston,  memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  relating  to 

aggressions,  dec.     .....    428 

BDwye^  Captain,  extract  of  a  letter  from  to 

liieutenant  Colonel  Freeman  ...  1208 
Bteck,  William,  a  resolution  reported  in  fiivor  of 
paying  expenses  incurred  Iqr,  which  is 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance 

-   thereof 470 

Bcevell,  M.  S.,  widow,  deposition  of  -        -  1211 

Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  a  biU  fer  building  a  bea- 
con or  pier  at,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice  and  committed.     ....    829 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    938 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    989 
British  aggressions,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, partly  confidential,  with  sundry  doo- 
'   uments  in  relation  to      -        -        -        -    348 
a  discussion  on  the  reference  of  said  Mes- 
sage, whidi  is  finally  referred  in  part  to 
tiie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
in  part  to  a  sdect  committee   -        .        .    343 
Mr.  Gregg's  resolution  on  the  subject  of     -    418 
Mr.  Nicholson's  do  do       -        -        -    461 

Mr.Sloan's         do  do       *        -        -    460 

speeches  on        384,  412,  441,  588,  650,  743, 761; 
767,793,874,«^jWis»tm. 
British  dependencies,  Mr.  Crowinshield's  r«olii- 
tion  to  call  on  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury fer  a  statement  of  exports  and  imports 
to  and  from,  agreed  to    -        -        -        -    481 
report  of  the  SoCTetary  in  reply  ...    581 
British  army,  a  petition  of  sundry  o&cen  who 
served  in  the,  previons  to  the  Rerolutioii^ 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  certain  giants 
of  land  made  by  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands   -        • 981 

Broom,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  taxing  the  impoit- 

ation  of  slaves        ....     865,  878 
Burdi,  Samuel,  a  resolution  to  allow  compensa- 
tion to,  for  certain  services,  laid  on  the 
table •        -  1066 
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BasmeM,  the  Senate  appoint  a  joint  commtttee 

to  report  on  the  necessary,  Ac.        -        -    761 
the  House  appoint  a  joint  committee  -    779 

report  of  the  committee  thereon,  ord^ed  to 

lie  on  the  table 921 

Bynkenhoeckythe  late  Baron,  a  copy  of  the  works 
(Mf,  presented  for  the  Library  of  Congress 
by  Mr.  It  H.  Goldsborough,  of  Maryland    440 

C. 
CaWo,  Marquis  de  Casa,  a  letter  from  to  the  Got- 

emor  of  Orleans 1182 

Campbell,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  appointed  one  of  the 
eommittee  to  wait  on  the  President  to  in- 
form him  of  the  readiness  of  the  House  to 
receive  his  communications    ...    865 
Campbell,  George  W.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for 

the  defence  of  ports  and  h^ bors     -        ^    387 
in  support  of  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

resolution  relatiTe  to  Yazoo  claims  -        •    489 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  nonimportation  resolution      706 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        85 

relating  to  the  journal  of  secret  proceedings    968 
Cape  Hatteras.    (See  ShoaU.) 
Cape  Look  Out    (See  do.y 
Cajntol,  a  bill  presented  miJdng  appropriation  for 
completing  the  South  wing  of  the,  read 
twice  and  committed      ....    889 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 

read  a  third  time  and  passed  ...  1016 
a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi. 
dent  with  a  request  that  he  will  take  effec- 
tual measures  to  have  the  said  wing  fin- 
ished by  the  next  session  of  Congress      -  1069 
tiie  act  as  perfected    .....  1284 
Cartmalli  Hamet    (See  Wtmet  CaramalU,) 
Chairman,  a  new  rule  added  to  the  standing 

rules  in  relation  to  Uie,  of  a  committee    -    800 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  memo- 
rial of  the,  read  and  referred  ...    801 
Chambers,  Jose;  h,  extract  oi  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  War   -        -        -  1178,1179 

protest  of 1178 

copy  o(  a  letter  from  to  Michael  Aelava      -  1180 
Chaadlei^  Mr.,  speech  of;  on  Mr.  Nicholson's, 

non-importation  resolution      ...    788 
in  support  of  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  repeal  of  Uie  duty  on  salt    -  1025 
Ch^ilaina,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

the  appointment  of  two  ...    256 

the  resotution  concurred  in         -        -        -    256 
Chadestown,  Virginia,  a  report  against  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  that 
said  place  may  be  made  a  p<^  of  entry 
and  delivery,' which  is  read,  debated,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  Uie  Whole     -    488 
a  motion  to  consider  said  report  negatived  -    938 
Cbevokee  Indiuis,  the  President  transmits  a  con- 
vention with  the,  which  is  referred  -        -  1063 
a  bill  reported  to  carry  the  same  into  e£fect, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1064 
ordeied  to  a  third  reading  ....  1065 

laid  <m  the  taUe 1079 

tiie  bill  recommited 1082 

Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  an  unfttvorable 
r^rt  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Dtreclors  of  the,  referred  to  the  Ck>iamit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  .....    536 


Chevalier,  J.  A.    (See  Beaumarckau,) 
Chickasaw  tribe,  a  bill  presented  to  cany  into 
effect  a  treaty  with,  read  twice  and  eom- 

mitted 1011 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 1016 
read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  passed       -  lOtt 
returned  from  the  Senate  v?ith  an  amend- 
ment    .       -       -       -       -       '     -im 

the  House  disagree  to  the  amendment  and 
adhere  -        -        -        -        -       -      •  lOW 

Cincinnati,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriie  tbe 
sale  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  town  of;  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

PttblicLands VA 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commitled 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole .       -      .  4» 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  4S 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  48& 

the  actperfected        -        -        -       -      •  HJ> 

Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to 

the  Secretary  of  War     -        -       -      - 1175 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Governor  Folch    •  IIH 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

Stete     ....         1181,1185,1181 

Claims,  members  of  the  Committee  of      .      .  S56 

Clark,  George  Rogers,  a  petition  of,  read  and  r»> 

ferred  to  thd  Committee  on  Public  Landi  991 
an  unfavorable  reiM>rt  thereon    -       -      •  991 
Clark,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves  -  -  347, 8W 
in  op^ition  to  the  Sodety  <^  Harmony  Ui  473 
objections  of,  to  a  lotteiy  for  the  Church  in 

Georgetown,  &c ^'^ 

remarks  o^  on  the  Taioo  claims  -       -      •  489 
remarks  of,  cm  the  resolution  to  amoid  the 

Constitution 500, 5W 

speedi  o^  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non^mportatioii 
resohition      -        -        -        -       -      -  W 

remarks  of^  introductoiy  to  a  resolution  of 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Postmafttr 

General 

advocates  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
Cumberland  Road  bill    -        -       -      ' 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  tbe  Sen- 
ate bill  in  relation  to  Yasoo  daimi  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  tbe  plon% 

of  offices        -        -        -        .       -      •  iw 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution,  ^^"'^  .^ 

of  the  memorials  <rf  Ogdes  and  8n>»*Vj 

Clason,  Isaac,  a  report  on  the  petition  oi,  nad 

and  referred  -..--' 

Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkoeper 

an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra  senrioea    - 

Clay,  Jose]^,  appointed  one  of  the  committM  on 

tbe  President's  Message - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  expot* 

ation  of  arms,  dtc  -       •       •      ' 

temarks  on  the  motion  to  present  t  «''**  « i 

to  General  Eaton   -        -       -      277,^^^* 

remarks  on  the  bill  reported,  in  the  caac  of 

the  brig  George 


8S1 
801 


9» 
0 


J71 


remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coan 
remarks  on  the  Inll  ioqiosing  a  tax  on  uiaOB' 

portation  of  slaves  -        -       -     •  *  .    * 
remarks  introductoiy  of  sundiy  retolnttom 

on  the  subject  of  non-intercoum  ^" 

Great  Britain         -  '      1-j 

remarks  on  the  postponement  of  tbe  letovt^ 

tion  to  amend  the  Constitution 
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Clay,  JMeph,  remarks  of-— continaed.  Page, 

remarks  on  tiie  8t.  Domiago  Ull  -  •  512 
^siariLs   OB  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution  ...•-..  649 
motion  o^  that  the  Ckmimittee  of  the  Whole 
rise,  from  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Nicfaol- 
son's  non-importation  resolntion  -  -  793 
speech  of,  in  support  of  that  motion  -^  •  797 
speech  on  Mr.  Nicbolson's  resolntion  -  •  815 
speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions  lekt- 

ing  to  phirality  of  offices  -  884,9119,930 
spee^  on  the  same  gentleman's  motion^  in 

relation  to  the  Secret  Journal  -        -        •    951 
is  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker         -        -    952 
another  speech  o^  on  the  same  snl^ect       -    976 
on  the  bill  relating  to  plorality  of  offices    106, 108 
on  navy  appropriations      -        -        -        -  1018 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  ^e  duties  on  salt  -        •  1057 
Cleghorli,  John,  petition  o^  read      ...    249 
Clerik  of  the  House,  a  resolution  authorizing  the, 
to  continue  his  contracts,  or  advertise  ibr 
new  ones,  for  supplies  of  printing,  statkm* 
ery,  and  ftiel,  for  the  next  session    -        -  1 107 
Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the  compmi- 

sationo^dcc  .,  ...  997 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  lOlO 
amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  1028 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1079 

the  act  as  perfocted 1280 

Clinton,  Mr^  remarks  o^  on  ports  and  harbors  378, 523 
obtains  leave  of  absence     ....    933 
Clopton,  Mr.,  iqieedi  ef,  on  prohibiting  importa- 
tions, dec.,  from  Great  Britain  ■      -        -    852 

Cobb,  Arthur,  affidavit  of 1188 

Coins,  a  bill  reported  to  revive,  dto.,  the  actregu- 

lating  foreign         -        -        -        -        -    294 

debate  on  the  same 298 

amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 300 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  300 
retwned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  921 
amendments  and  bill  referred  ...  933 
amen&aents  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 

amendments  - 936 

the  act  as  perfocted 1253 

C<rfleotionofdaties.  (^huforU  and  Tonnage.) 
Colonial  trade,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  discharged  from  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  depreda- 
tions on  our,  and  the  subject  refeired  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -  409 
Commerce  and  Manufoctures,  members  of  the 

committee  on         .....    258 
Cimimittee  of  Accounts,  resolutions  instructing 

them  to  pay  the  Doorkeeper  and  laborers  1107 
Committees,  appointment  of  the  standing  -        -    255 
of  the  Whole  House,  rules  regulating  the 

action  of 291 

Mr.  Sloan's  resolutions  relating  to  the  man- 
ner of  aj^inting  and  governing    -        -  1115 
Confidential  communications,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
alteration  should  be  made  in  the  standing 

rules  relating  to 448 

Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  ports  and 

harbors 396 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 

Harmony 464,473 

on  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  -    499 


Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  of— -continued.  Page, 

on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  fix>m  Author  consideration  of 
Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution  -    764 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yazoo 

bill,  so  called 91& 

on  the  Navy  appropriations       ...  1020 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  re- 
pealing the  duty  on  salt .        .        •        .  1099 
Constitution,  Mr.  Randolph  offers  an  amendment 

to  the,  relating  to  judges        -        -^      -    44d 

a  debate  thereon 499 

the  same  postponed 60S 

sundry  resolutions  to  amend  the,  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table      ....    894 

Mr.  Newton's  resolution  called  up,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -    933 
Contingent  expenses,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  a  law  requiring  the 
Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments  to 
report  annually  a  detailed  account  of  th«r    353 
Contingent  Fund,  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  transmits  an  account  of  the  -        -    340 
Contractors,  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  exclude,  from  a  seat  in  ei- 
ther House  of  Congress,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        •    933 
Contracts,  a  resolution  directing  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  report  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  holding,  for  carrying  mail,  du:.    761 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  obedi- 
ence thereto  -        -        -        -        -        -    828 

Cook,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  ports  and 

harbors 523,525 

in  fevor  of  third  resolution  on  that  su^ect  -    846 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yaxoo 

biU(socaHed) 907 

Copper,  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  twice  read,  and 

committed     ......    938 

Cory,  William  and  Caleb,  deposition  of  •  •  1161 
Cranston,  John  L.,  and  othen,  deposition  of  -  1168 
Chittenden,  Mr.,  o^  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  the 

biU  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia        402 
Crowninshield,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President       -        -    256 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Coinmerce  and  Manufoc- 
tures relative  to  the  collection  of  duties, 
and  on  his  own  resolution  on  the  same 
subject  ---.-.-    265 
on  the  bin  to  prohibit  the  exportatioB  of 

arms,  Ac. -    270 

on  the  bill  reported  in  the  case  of  the  brig 

George  -        -        -        '.      '    .    '    ^^ 

introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  im- 
pressed seamen      .....    334 
on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 

rights 411 

introductory  of  a  motion  to  call  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of 
imporU  and  exports  during  the  year  1802    441 
on  a  resolution  to  regulate  trade  with  the 

West  Indies           -        -        -        -        -    452 
in  support  of  his  report  against  making 
Charlestown,  in  Virginia,  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery -    4W 
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Page. 
Crowninshield,  Mr,,  remarks  of — 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  8t. 

Domingo 510 

dh    Mr.  Gregg^s    non-importation    resolu- 
tion        552,760 

on  continuing  the  Mediterranean  fund        -  1062 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from,  to  the  State  of  Ohio       -        -        -    892 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 323 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  517 
debate  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  -  835 
the  question  on  postponement  negatived  -  837 
the  bill  as  amended  ordered  to  a  third  reading  838 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    840 

the  act  as  perfected 1236 

Current  Coin,  a  bin  from  the  Senate  to  punish 

counterieiters  of  the        -        -        -        -    536 

read  twice,  and  committed  ....    575 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1100 

the  act  as  perfected 1290 


Dade,  John,  and  others,  deposition  of        >        -1165 
Dftna,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves        349,  359,  363,  373 

on  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors    -     d9d,  888 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbors        ....    393 

on  the  bill  authoriziDg  a  detachment  of 
militia 401,405 

on  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  439 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  St. 
Domingo 512 

expresses  a  wish  that  Mr.  Clark's  resolution 
of  inqutiy  into  the  conduct  of  the  Post- 
master General  should  lie  over  for  a  day      838 

speech  of,  on  foreign  aggressions        -        •    895 

speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  moti<m  in  rela- 
tion to  the  secret  journal         ...    957 

remarks  0^  on  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Navy 999,  1919 

moves  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the 
bill  for  redemption  of  the  public  debt       -  1053 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  6tc,    1060 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Early,  iu  the  case 
of  the  memorial  of  Ogden  i  Smith  .  1090 
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quire of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  service  rendered  to 
the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Philadelphia, 
by  the 440 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  thereto,  read 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -    536 

a  report  thereon,  with  a  resolution  in  honor 
of  tiie,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 828 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously      829 

the  resolution  as  approved  ...  1296 

Darien,  Georgia,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures to  erect  the  town  of,  into  a  port  of 

entry -        -    322 

Dawson,  Mr.)  remarks  of^  on  the  bill  to  prohibit 

the  exportation  of  arms,  Sec   ...    271 

on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 
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on  defence  of  ports  and  harbors         377,  880^  387 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  on  the  same  sub- 
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on  the  motion  to  disoharge  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 
rights    -.---.. 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices  .....    891 
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to  the  secret  journal       ....     952 
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bors        1042 

Debto  due  by  the  United  States.    (^  Umiei 

States  Debt.) 
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a  report  thereon,  read  and  committed  - 
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District  of  Columbia,  a  committee  appointed  le 

inquire  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit 

Court  of  the 352 

resolutions  to  recede  4ie,  to  Marylaad  and 
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of  the 263 
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to 
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a  report  adverse  to  the  prayer,  agreed  to 
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mittee of  the  Whole      ....    306 
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Doorkeeper    ---.-•    266 

allowance  made  for  extra  services       -        -    429 


Early,  Mr^  remarks  «(  en  th«  reMhition  to  im- 
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371 
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consideration  of  said  resolution       .        -    763 

advocates  Mr.  J.  Clay's  motion  that  the  same 
Committee  rise  fr:om  consideration  of  Mr. 
Nicholson's  resolution    ....    798 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olutions   887 

remarks  prefiuang  a  resolution  on  the  memo- 
rials of  Ogden  dc  Smith  -        -        -  1090 
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the  Whole 337 
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House,  with  sundry  documents  in  support 
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ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    799 
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tvrioe  read,  and  committed      ...    996 

the  bill  ordeied  to  a  third  reading       -        -  1083 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
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instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Mannfectures  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
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the  Treasury 1028 
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Forfeitures,  Ac    (See  Judicial  Courts.) 
Fortifications,   a  Message  from  the  President, 
communioating  information  asked  £nr  in 
relation  to  the,  dtc.         ....    475 
France,  documents  showing  the  complaints  made 

by,  against  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  1216 
Franking  privilege,  a  resolution  instructing  the 
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French  Spoliations— continued. 

the  act  approved        .... 

a  supplementary  act  on  the  same  subject    - 

Frigates,  and  other  public  vessels,  a  resolutiQii 

calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 

report  the  condition  of  the      ... 

a  report  frt>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 

reply  thereto 

Frying  Pans.    (See  Skoals.) 
Furs,  a  petition  of  the  Philadelphia  hatters,  pray- 
ing that  the  mode  of  vending  may  he  reg' 
ulated  by  law,  read  and  referred     - 
G. 
Gallatin,  Albert,  letter  from,  U>  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  relating  to   foifeii- 

ure8,dcc 

(Sec  Treasury.) 
Galleries,  motions  to  clear  the  -      333  to  833  _ 
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to  a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhi^bit- 

anteof 416 

referred  to  Committee  of  the  W1mI»  •  -  429 
reported,  and  oidered  to  athird  rmiamg  -  446 
read  a  third  time,  andpaased  ...  447 
the  act  as  approved  .....  im 
(Hntt,  the  Rev.  Dr.,  the  Senate  mSorm  the  House 

that  they  have  elected,  as  Chaplain  .    SCS 

George,  the  brig,  resolution  instnicting  the  Cooa- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufiieturea  to 
take  into  consideration  the  case  of  - 
a  bill  reported  to  admit  to  entry  the  braady 
on  board  of^  referred       .... 
debated  in  Committee  of  tiie  Whole  and  re- 
committed    --..-. 
a  report  thoeon  again  referred  to  ComBiil- 

teeoftiie  Whole 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

i«ad  a  third  time  and  passed      ... 

Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  to  inoor- 

porate  the  Presbyterian  Congrsgrntion  o^ 

read  twice  and  eommitted       ... 
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the  act  as  approved   .        .        .        -        - 

a  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of^  praying 

authority  to  the  Levy  Court  to  lay  a  tax  oa 

city  property,  4cGm  referred  to  the  ooamitt- 
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Commissioners  of  Washington  oonnty, 

District  of  Columbia       .... 
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rolma,  referred 

a  report  of  the  special  committee  thereon, 
referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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d^very  and  acceptance  of  oertain  books 
presented  by  ...... 

Goldsborougli  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating 
to  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  lull  rdating  to 

Yaaoo  lands 907.914 

is  excused  from  voting  on  said  bill,  and  the 
excuse  afterwards  rescinded    ...    91( 
Goodwyn,  Nathaniel,  «nd  others,  an  unfavorable 

report  on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to  -        •    357 
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remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportp 

ation  of  arms,  dec 278 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  Revolu- 
tionary pensions  .  -        -        -        -        - .  295 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  that 
portion  of  the  Message  relating  to  neutral 

righU 411 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  suspend  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain  -        -   412,  588, 

748,  767 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  print  the  report 
made,  in  1791,  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations     -        -        -417 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  pos^xme  his  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  Yazoo  daims  -     434,  487 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  die  bill  relat- 
ing to  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment        •    447 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the 

Society  of  Harmony        ....    464 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 502 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate bill  relating  to  Yazoo  lands        -        -    907 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  reso> 

lution  rolatinff  to  plurality  of  offices         -    927 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reported  on  the  same 

subject 1011 

Griegory,  Nathaniel,  a  resolution  to  compensate, 

fbr  extra  services,  laid  on  the  table  -       -  1065 


Page. 
Gunboats,  a  reeolntion  appropriating  a  sum  for 

building,  read  and  referred      ...    302 
a  bill  fer  building,  and  for  other  purposes, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  880 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1052 

H. 
Hamet,  Caramalli,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  sundry  letters  relative  to,  read 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -    434 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  fer  the  temporary  re- 
lief of    .......  1079 

read  twice,  and  committed  ....  1083 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1106 
Harding,  Captain  SeUi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    -    453 
indefinitely  postponed         -        -        -        -1115 

Harmony,  the  Socie^  of,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate 

to  empower,  to  locate  land  ...  409  - 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...    414 

a  debate  on  the  bill 463 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    464 
read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  committed  -  468, 

470 

again  debated 473 

amended  and  rejected         -        -        -        -    477 
Hats,  a  petition  of  sundry  manufacturers  of,  in 

Philadelphia,  read  and  referred       -        -    272 
Heniick,  brigantine,  the  case  of  the  Danish,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole   -        -    281 
a  fevorable   resolution    reported,  which  is 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  .  .  -  476 
a  bUl  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  480 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 510 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        -    516 
Hill,  Henry,  Consul  at  Cuba,  certificate  of  cer- 
tain protests 1160 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  an  unfevorable  report  on  the 

petition  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        .921 
Holden,  Thomas,  affidavit  o^  relating  to  Spanish 

aggressions H®* 

Holland,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land    -    ^^ 
House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -        -    ^^ 
members  of  the,  in  attendance     -    253,  254,  255, 
257,  263,  267,  272,  275, 281,  283, 285, 
305,  321,  322,  323,  416,  444,  447,  497 
adjournment  of  the    .....  iii6 
Husaey,  Tristram,  a  fevorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition o^  referred    .....    517 
I. 

Importation,  a  resolution  to  prohilnt  ^e,  of  oeN 

tain  articles  from  Great  Britain,  referred  -  451 
agreed  to,  and  a  blH  ordered  in  pursuance 

thereof 824 

a  bill  presented,  twice  read,  and  committed    829 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .    842 

a  debate  on  the  bill 851 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    877 

the  act  as  approved 1289 

Imports  and  tonnage,  the  CoUkmittee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manu&ctures  instructed,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending 
Uie  act  regulating  the  collection  of  duties 
on,  so  far  as  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oaUi,  giving  bond,  dec  ...  265 
the  same  committee  instructed,  dtc,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  importation  of  malt  liquors, 
dte. 265 
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Imports  and  tonnage — continued.  Page, 

same,  so  far  as  to  remove  the  disabilities  and 
restrictions  now  imposed  on  vessels  arriv- 
ing at  several  ports  of  entry  from  and  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  H(^  -  -  605 
a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,  presented,  read  twice, 

and  committed 841 

the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 945 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended  -  995 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  996 
retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1068 
the  amendments  agreed  to  «        -        -  1112 

the  act  as  approved 1284 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed, in  relation  to  the  act  fixing  the  sala- 
ries of  collectors  of  duties  on  -  -  •  398 
Impressed  seamen,  Mr.  Crowninshield  introduces 
a  resolution  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
SUte  for  a  report  of,  which  was  agreed  to  334 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  thereon  referred 

to  Committee  of  the  Whole    ...    635 
the  President's  Message  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  ...    343 
the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged,  and  to 
have  the  subject  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  which  is  agreed  to    -        -    408 
Indian  lands.     (See  Northwest  Territory,) 
Indian  treaties,  a  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into 

effect  certain,  twice  read  and  committed     1010 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1016 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        •        -  1022 

the  act  as  approved 1293 

Indian  tribes,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  act  regulating  trade  vrith  the      -    297 
a  bill  presented  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the        -    342 
(See  Trading-houses,) 
Indiana  Territory,  a  petition  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  &c.,  of,  praying  that  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  may  be  permitted,  dbc      298 
also  a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land 

in,  &c 294 

both  of  which,  together  with  a  letter  f^om 
Governor  Harrison,  and  a  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  were  referred  j 

to  a  select  committee      ....    294 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  enclosing  res- 
olutions of  the  House  of  Representatives 
objecting  to  a  division  into  two  govem- 
mento,  referred  to  a  select  committee       -    297 
a  report  from  the  last  committee  on  the  said 
petition,  with  sundry  resolutions,  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -        -    466 
a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land  in, 
praying  further  time  and  relinquishment 
of  interest,  referred  to  the  same  aelect 
committee      ......    342 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   453 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    462 
read  a  third  time  and  passed      ...    466 
returned  from  the  House  with  amendments     533 
bill  and  amendments  committed  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 574 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -  1116 
a  bill  froga  the  Senate  to  explain  the  act  to 
divide  mto  two  governments  ...    841 


Indiana  Territory — continued.  Pip. 

committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  •  m 
postponed  indefinitely  -  •  •  .  UH 
a  bill  presented  to  amend  the  act  to  divide, 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  •  -  9S3 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  •  •  •  937 
a  bill  presented  respecting  claims  to  iiad  in, 

and  State  of  Ohio,  twice  read,  and  eom- 

mitted M4 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  •  108 
returned  fit>m  the  Senate  with  amsodment  1083 
amendment  agreed  to        -       •      •     •  1100 

the  act  as  approved IS7S 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Randdfli 

and  St  Clair  counties  in,  praying  a  dii» 

ion  of  said  Territoiy,  and  that  slaves  mij 
'  dh%  admitted,  referred  as  above        •     •  %3 
nill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  sale  of 
'  certain  lands  in,  and  Ohio,  read  twice  tod 

committed W5 

read  a  third  time  and  passed     -      •     •  lOU 
the  act  as  approved    -        -       -      -     •  IJ5I 
Inspectors  of  customs,  a  report  from  the  8ecn> 

tanr  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petiliaii  oC 

referred  -        -        -       ...  Ml 

Intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  a  resohitioii  in 

relation  to  -  -  .  -  -  •  4» 
with  foreign  nations,  the  act  to  deftaj  tnj 

extraordinary  expenses  of      -      •     •  18( 


Jackson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reeolatioa  in 

honor  of  General  Eaton  -  •  ttO,JI6 
on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins  •  -  ^ 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  poiti 

and  harbors  -  -  -  -  .  •  SB 
OB  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  portion  of 

the  President's  Message  relating  to  nen- 

tral  rights }] 

on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  sUtoi  44. 
on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 

Harmony ^^ 

on  the  report  against  making  Charleitown, 

Virginia,  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  •  «* 
offers  a  resolution  relating  to salariee ^^  ^ 

ritorial  officers,  which  is  not  conridered  -  «< 
in)troductory  of  a  motion  to  postpone  indeo- 

nitely  the  Tazoo  claims  resolution  •  •  ** 
remarks  o^  on  the  bill  for  payment  of  wil- 

nesses '     * 

on  the  resolution  to  imrchase  certaii)  oopiei 

of  the  Journals  of  Congress  -  *  .  *  S 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resotatioB  i^ 
on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 

conduct  of  the  Postmaster  General  •  ^ 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 

Cumberland  road  bill      -       -       '    .  ' 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  t«^^  jg. 

to  the  secret  journal       -        •     ^'»      •« 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Randolph  and  ^^^Jl 
and  retorts  severely  upon  the  former  •    »*> 
making  an  expUnation  in  relation  to  m 

misunderstanding  of  his  convcrealion  wtffc 

Mr.  GaUaiin  -        -        -       '       "    k^ 
expresses  a  wish  to  postpone  for  a  day  tw 

third  reading  of  Navy  Appropriation  Wl  vr»* 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lyon's  motion  ^^' 

den  and  Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw 


their  petition 
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Page. 
JmAaon,  James,  a  Senator  from  Geoiigia,  an- 

noanoement  of  the  death  o^  to  the  House    827 
Jvtmj,  New  ivmev,  a  bill  preeented  to  declaie 
the  town  of,  a  port  of  entry,  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole    448 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 470 

recommitted,  amended,  and  passed  as  amend- 
ed   476 

the  act  as  approved 1269 

Johnson,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Dr.  Sib- 
ley (on  the  march  of  troops)   -        .        -  1202 
Joint  roles  and  orders  of  the  two  Houses  -        -    292 
Journal  of  the  House,  a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  Uie  expediency  of  amending 
the  standing  rules,  so  as  to  prescribe  the 
mode  of  keeping  the       ....    446 
a  report  thereon,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    497 

the  report  adopted 885 

Journals  of  Congress,  a  resolution  to  purchase 

certain  copies  of  the,  referred  -        -        -    482 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered        -    622 
a  bin  reported,  twice  read,  and  committed  •    682 
Judicial  courts,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedient  of  amending  the  act 
relating  to  forfeitures,  dec,  and  to  extend 
the  powers  of  the,  in  the  sCTeral  States    •    283 
a  report  thereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 332 

(For  further  action  on  it,  see  State  Courts.) 
Jurors,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  compensation  to       -        •    294 

K. 
KeUy,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  resolution  in  honor 

of  General  Eaton 319 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices       ...  -    890 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 

bill  relating  to  Yazoo  lands     -      906, 914,  916 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 

secret  journal 973 

Kemper,  Nathan,  Samuel,  and  Reuben,  affidavits 

of,  in  relation  to  Spanish  aggressions  1 190, 1191 
King,  Jodas  W.,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

services  .--..-    429 

L. 
Lsonalaty,  Lewis,  deposition  of,  in  relation  to 

Spanish  aggressions       ....  1210 
Lambert,  William,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

services 429 

Lttidais,  Captain  Peter,  a  repmrt  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  memorial  of,  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole     435 

said  oommittee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims      -    340 

a  report  thereon  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole        -        •        -        -    453 

a  fevorable  resolution  reported,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered      516 

bill  read  three  times,  and  passed         -        -    520 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      779 

the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     ......    799 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference      •        -    824 

managers  report,  and  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  ....    838 


Page. 
Lands,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  insttnct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  the  adjudication  of 
daims  to,  in  virtue  of  purchases  or  trans- 
fers previous  to  the  examination  of  grants 
under  the  United  Sutes  -        -        -    344 

a  bill  reported  by  said  Committee,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -    480 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  repented  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue,  read  twice,  and  committed    476 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    609 

amended,  the  amendments  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    616 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which,  vrith  the  bill,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  ...    643 

said  Committee  report  their  agreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments,  which  report 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -        - 966 

agreement  reported,  and  the  House  concur    994 

the  act,  as  approved 1268 

Latta,  James,  affidavit  of,  relative  to  Spanish  ag- 

gresnons 1188 

Laurie,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  •        -    281 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  -        -    429 
Laws  of  Nations,  debate  on  the  reference  of  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  interpolation  of  new  principles 

into  the 258 

Leander,  two  several  memorials  of  Samuel  G,  Og- 

den  and  W.  S.  Smith,  in  the  case  of  the     1086 

Mr.  Lyon  moves  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  vrithdraw  their  petition        -        -  1086 

said  motion  vrithdravm,  and  Mr.  Early  ofiers 
a  resolution  on  the  same  subject     -        •  1090 

which  nsohition  is  agreed  to  -  -  -  1094 
Lob,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  motion  to 
Instruct  the  Committee  of  Commeroe  and 
Manufectures  on  the  subject  of  extending 
the  time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond,  dfcc. 266 

in  support  of  his  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  subject 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac  ...    416 

bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Peace  EsUblishmeat    447 

on  his  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journals 620 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution      761 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Oumberiand  Road  biU    ....    836 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
raUty  of  offices 980 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  journal  -        -        .        -        -    950 

on  his  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  pay- 
ing witnesses 955 

on  the  navy  appropriations         -        -   994,  1018 
Leonard,  Joseph,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  relating  to  Spanish  afiairs  -        -   1 174 
Levis  and  Maxwell,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -    482 
(For  further  action  on  the  report,  see 
Journals  of  Congress.) 
Lewis,  Mr.,  opposes  the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the   Potomac 
bridge '       .        .     417 

speech  of,  in  favor  of  the  said  bridge  -        -    417 

fevor  of  postponing  the  Cumberki^d  Road  bill    837 
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Page. 
Library,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  relating  to  the 

fluppoii  of  the,  twice  read  ...  415 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  489 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...  463 
the  act,  at  approved  -  -  .  .  .  1337 
a  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  act  concerning  the  480 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  482 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  twiee 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -    497 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed,  as  amended  •    609 
a  notice  from  the  Senate  of  their  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  eommittee  on  the    -        -    517 
the  House  concur,  and  appoint  their  com- 

»"««» 519 

Light-bousee,  a  bill  for  erecting  cwtain,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  for  other  purposes^  read 
twice,  and  committed     •       .        .        .    339 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were,  with 

the  bill,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  988 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -    989 

the  act,  as  approTed 1292 

(See  Long  bland,) 
Limitation,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
claims  against  the  United  States,  barred 

by  the  statute  of 203 

limits  of  Georgia.    (See  Georgia,) 

Little  Cornelia,  Mr.  Mumford  relates  the  case  of 

the,  before  thto  British  Admiralty    -        -    787 
Long  Island  Sound,  a  bill  presented  to  proTide 
for  light^hottses  in,  and  for  other  purpoaee, 
read  twice,  and  committed      -        -        -    801 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  ,  .  321 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  322 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 

naent 337 

which  amendment  the  House  concurred  in  -    388 

the  act,  as  approTed 15K^ 

Louisiana  Territory,  a  bill  to  extend  the  powers 

of  the  surveyor  general  o^  referred  -  -  322 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

w»ding 845 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    352 

the  act,  as  approved 1230 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  a 
grant  of  lands,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    •        -        .        .        .    519 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying 
an  amendment  of  the  act  for  adjusting  U* 
ties,  &C.,  referred  to  the  same  committee    884 
sundry  documents  relating  to  robberiee  com- 
mitted by  the  Spaniards,  in     ...  1214 
Louisiana  Company,  in  Ohio,  a  petition  of  the, 
praying  a  grant  of  lands  for  estabUshing  a 
colony  of  mechanics,    and   professional 
characters,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         -        •        •        .        .    449 
Lyon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  lands  465, 469 
against  pos^ning  Mr.  Nicholson's  non-im- 
portation resolution        ....    793 
against  postponing  Mr.  Clark's  resolution 

of  inquiry 932 

against  postponing  the  Cumberland  road 
bill.......    g30 

in  feTor  of  the  third  resolution  relating  to 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -        -        -    846 
on  his  motion  to  recommit  the  non4mporta- 
tion  reeolatioA 374 


Lyon,  Mr«,  remarii  of— continued.  P^. 

on  the  bill  for  fortifymg  ports  and  liarboa  •  IMS 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  -  •  1067 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  said  UB.  1098 


Macan,  John  6.,  and  others.    (See  Louisiamm 

Company.) 
Macon,  Mr.,  Nathaniel,  election  and  address  oi; 

as  Speaker    ------    25{ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  hrig 

OeoTge 282 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins     -       .    188 
on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importntien  of 
slaves    .......    )(| 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  porta 
and  harbors   .....     386,  iH 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 
Hannony       .....        .    41$ 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses    491 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Ghregg's  non-importatum 

resolution fl8C 

speech  of,  in  continuation  of  the  same      700, 741 
McCreery,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  Senate  bill, 

relating  (o  the  Society  of  Harmony        -    4f3 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  GregEg's  non.importatkm 
resolution      ......    gjS 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  fortifying  ports  and 
harbors  ......  1029 

McFadon,  John,  and  Francis  Johonnot,  bill  oi^ 

dered  for  relief  of 471 

bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole       ...    475 
Madison,  James,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Marquii  de 

Casa  Yrujo    ......  1221 

Maili,  certain  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiTes  of  Pennsybania,  relatire  to 
the  conTeyance  o(  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads      -    381 
Malt  liquors,  ftc^  Mr.  Crowninshidd's  reoolo- 

tion  relating  to       ....        .    2t6 

Marine  Insurance  Companies  of  New  Yoik,  pe- 

tition  of  the,  referred      ....    403 

Mariners,  resolution  relating  to  the  exemption  o^ 

from  militia  daty    .....    8X7 

Marion,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  Rerolutionaiy 

pension  bill 286 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  import- 
ation of  slaws       .....    847 

Manhals,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  secaii- 

^requiredof        .....    3M 

a  bill  reported  relating  to  bonds  grren  bj, 

twice  read  and  committed       ...    896 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .    483 

returned  from  the  Senate  wUh  amendinenia    531 
bOl  and  amendments  referred  to  a  seleet 
committee     ......    575 

a  partial  agreement  reported  and  adopted    -    881 
the  Senate  agree  in  part  and  disaj^ee  in 

pwt 888 

the  House  insist        .....    941 
the  act,  as  approTed   .....  1SS8 
a  reeohition  instmcting  the  ooounittee  on 
compensatiim  to  jurors,  to  inquiro  into 
Uiat  to.        •        -  •        •        •    408 

Massachusetts.    (See  Lighi-Ofuees.) 
Masters,.Mr.,  remarks  oi;  on  the  biU  antfaoriBiig 

a  detachment  of  miUtia  •        •        .*       .    4§S 
OB  Mr.  Gregg's  non-impoitetioii  motetiOB    688 
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Mastera,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 

speech  of^  on  the  resolution  relating  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  harbors      ...     842 
moves  a  new  section  to  the  bill  on  that  sub- 


ject 


1030 


remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  rela- 
ting to  Smith  and  Ogden        ... 
Mattocks,  William,  and  Haines  Fiench.    (See 

Direct  Tax,) 
Mau,  David  Christoph,  books  presented  to  the 

House  by 

Maxwell,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  co]^  of  a  letter 
*  from,  to  General  Castanio,  at  Algenras  • 
co|^  of  a  letter  from,  to  Commodore  John 

Kodgers 

Mead,  Cowles,  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 

his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
Mediterranean  Fund,  resoHttion  in  relation  to 
the,  laid  on  the  table 
(SeoiS^.) 
Meigs,  Return  J.,  a  debate  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance,  for  relief  of  - 
Members,  attendance  of  in  the  House  253,  264, 

266,  267, 263,  267,  272,  274,  275,  281,  283,  286, 
305,  321,  322,  323,  416,  444,  447,  497 
a  resolution  to  disqualify,  engaged  in  con- 
tracts, Ac.     ....-- 
Merrimack  River,  report  on  a  petition,  praying 
reimbursement  of  expenses  in  frunlitating 
the  riiivigation  of,  referred  to  Committee 

of  the  Whole 

Message,  the  President's  annual.    (See  Senate 
proceedings,  on/e,  p.  11) 
resolutions  to  refer  the  above     ... 
a  partly  confidential  -        -        -        -        • 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  which 
were  not  confidential     .        .        .        - 
a  supplementary,  enclosing  snndzy  docu- 
ments    

a  confidential 444, 

a  report  in  secret  session  on  the,  of  the  6th 

of  December         -        . 
stating  his  approval  of  the  bill  rebting  to 
for^gn  intercourse         .... 
enclosing  an  original  letter  from  our  Minis- 
ter in  L<mdon       ..... 
IfeMonler,  Francis,  petition  of^  read  and  referred 
aB  unfevorable  report  on  the  same  con- 

cunedin 

Michigan,  a  repoit  of  the  Governor  and  presi- 
ding judge  oi;  territory,  transmitted  by 
the  President,  referred  to  a  spadal  com- 
mittee .---.-- 
a  report  thereon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe  - 
a  bill  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  ofiioen  above- 
mentioned,  reported       -        -  '      - 
a  bin  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles 
to  land  in,  read  twice     .        .        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
Senate's  amendments  agreed  to  - 
the  act  as  approved   -        -        -        -        - 
various  bills  in  relation  to,  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole       ... 
(among  them  the  one  first  mentioned  above,) 
all  0?  which  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         


-  1091 


574 


1169 
1169 


812 
.    634 


328 
824 


391 


634 


268 
266 

267 

272 
1186 

1117 


-  1139 


1140 
296 

427 


301 

824 

-    922 


824 

932 

1079 

1083 

1283 

922 


928 


878 

931 

937 

1294 


-    879 


327 
333 


376 


Page. 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the,  twice  read 
and  committed       -        -        '      . "        " 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      «        .        . 
the  act,  as  approved  .        .        .        .        - 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  resolution  that 
it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  act  fixing  the, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    .  - 
Militia,  a  report  of  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  relating  to  the 
classification  of  the,  r^erred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        - 
a  bill  fit>m  the  same  committee,  authorixing 

a  detachment  of  the,  referred 
reported   with    amendments,    which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

a  debate  on  the  bill 398 

read  a  thir4  time,  and  passed  ...  408 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1022 
which  were  agreed  to  ....  1027 

the  act,  as  approved  ....  1225 

a  resolution  relative  to  arming  the,  referred 

to  same  committee  .....    337 
the  report  of  said  committee  read        •        -    932 
the  President  transmits  a  statement  of  the      1010 
Mr.  Yamum  submits  a  report  on  the  organ- 
ization of  the         ..... 
Mint,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the 
act  establishing  a  -        - 
read  twice,  and  committed  ... 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 
Misnssmpi  Territory,  a  memorial  of  tiie  Legislap 
tive  Council,  dec,  of,  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants,  praying 
right  of  pre-emption,  referred  to  the  same 

committee 

a  petition  of  the  same  character,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     -        - 
the  committee  discharged  fix)m  consideration 
of  the  first  petition,  and  the  same  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    - 
a  partial  report  on  the  first  petition    - 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  dis- 
charged from  frxrther  consideration  of  said 
petition,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        .        .        - 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
mgton  county  in,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  for  purposes  of  education,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     - 
a  fevorable  report  on  the  same,  and  a  bill 
ordered  ...--- 

a  bill  to  remove  the  limitation  of  the  right  of 
su£&age  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 
considered  in  committee    .        .        .        « 
Mkeouri,  the  President  transmits  the  report  of 
C^>tain  Lewis,  who  was  appointed  to  ex- 
plore the  river        .        .        -        .        - 
Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
tax  the  importation  of  slaves  ... 
Morrow,  Mr.,  a  sarcasm  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson 

remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land  ... 
remarks  o^  against  postponement  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  bill     


1076 

1063 
1064 
1116 
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480 

374 
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Page. 
Mumford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Nidiobon't 

non-importation  resolution  ...  779 
expresses  himself  against  postponement  of 

the  same 7M 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  relative  to  Ogden 

A  Smith 1089 

Masde  Shoals,  certain  resolutions  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  for  opening  the,  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        ...        -    676 
Mutineers.    (See  Breek,  WilKam.) 

N. 

Nanjemoy,  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -    476 
National  Intelligencer,  a  note  by  the  editor  of  the, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  insinuation 
that  discussion  on  the  Yazoo  claims  had 
been  "smothered"          ....    908 
Naval  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  a,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      fiSS 
bill  debated        -                 ....    447 
called  up  and  considered    ....  1065 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1078 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1083 
the  amendments  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked 1084 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference      -        -  1100 
managers  report,  and  Senate  recede   -        -  1101 

the  act,  as  approved 1272 

Naval  Service,  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priation for  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    257 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    257 
the  act,  as  approved  .....  1226 
another  bill  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    341 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    344 
another  bill  to  the  same  efiect,  tead  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -    345 

the  act,  as  approved 1225 

Navy,  a  bill  makmg  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  879 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1003 
bill  recommitted,  reported,  and  passed  -  1021 
the  act,  as  approved  .  .  .  -  •  1282 
a  letter  from  me  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to 

a  resolution  of  the  House        ...  1010 
a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  with  the  estimate 
asked  for        - 1021 

Navy  Yards,  resolution  to  provide  for  fitting  and 

preparing  certain,  referred  ...  824 
a  report  that  no  further  legislative  provision 

is  necessary        -  ....    938 

Nelson,  Roger,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves  -  -  361 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 

and  harbors 384 

against  postponement  of  the  Cumberland 

roadbm 836 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relative  to  plu- 

raUty  of  offices 886 

moves  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on  the  Yazoo 

lands 906 

remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations  1003, 1019, 

1020 
remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  plurality  of 

offices        ....  .        .  1007 


Ph^ 


Neutral  Rights,  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  relating  to  the 
invasion  of -    469 

the  motion,  after  discnsdon,  agreed  to         -    412 

Mr.  Randolph  submits  a  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject, 
which  is  refbrred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 415 

Newburyport    (See  Toppcat,  Edward.) 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  a  report  on  the  expe£eo^ 
of  erecting,  into  a  port  of  entry,  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      448 

^b»  said  committee  discharged,  and  the 
House,  after  twice  reading,  agreed  to  the 

report 471 

N«w  Hampshire,  resolution  of  the  Legislatiireel^ 
praying  an  amendment  of  the  Gonatttn- 
tion,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  448 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of,  in  relatien  to  the 
aggressions  on  commerce,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -  470 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to 

salaries  of  the  Judges  of         -        -         -    476 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...    4^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed         -         -     484 

called  up  and  rejected        ....    4S$ 
Newspapers,  the  Clerk  ordered  to  cause  three,  to 

be  furnished  to  each  member  .         .        -    256 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  the  biig 

George  --..--.    581 

speech  of,  on  non-importation  from  Great 
Britain 862 

remarks  introductory   of  a   resohztion    to 
amend  the  Constitntion  ....    894 
New  York,  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  dsc.,of,  pray- 
ing an  adequate  defence  of  the  city         -    301 

memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  comi^ainiiig 
of  aggressions  on  commerce    ...    333 

memorial  of  the  citizens  of^  on  the  same  sn^ 
iect — all  referred  to  die  Comndttee  of  Che 
Whole  -        -        -        -        -        -        -829 

Nicholson,    Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   the  referenoe 

of  a  part  of  the  President's  Message        -    tSQ 

introductory  of  his  resolution  to  prohibit  im- 
portation from  Great  Britam  ...    449 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Senate  bUI  re- 
lating to  Society  of  Harmony  ...    4159 

on  the  MU  to  inconK>rate  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Georgetown  ...    479 

on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses   •        -    496 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intereomrse  with  8t. 
Domingo       ......    510 

on  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  Uie  Journal        -----     531 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution       -        -        -        -        -         -     671 

speech  on  seconding  Mr.  Randolph's  motion 
that  the  Committee  rise  from  the  consider- 
ation of  Mr.  Gregg's  resolution        -        -    777 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  House    996 

the  Speaker  requested  to  infinrm  the  Execu- 
tive of  Maryland  of  the  same  -        •         -     997 
Nicklin  and  Ghriffith,  a  frivorable  report  on  the 

petition  of,  agreed  to,  and  Mil  ordered      -    473 

bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed       •    476 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .4^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        -    4^ 
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Page. 
Non-importetioD,  Mr.  Oregg'g  iwoltttian  on  tlie 
rabject  of,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 412 

a  debate  on  eaid  resolution  •      537,  674, 575, 605, 
635,  700,  730,  761 
the  resolution  again  called  up,  tnd  the  Com- 
mittee refhse  to  consider  it       -        -        •  769 
the  Committee  discharged  from  further  oon- 

^         sideration  of  it 844 

sundry  resolutions  on  the  subject  of,  read  and 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole     -    443 
Mr.  Nicholson's,  resolution  relatiTe  thereto  -    449 
a  debate  on  said  resolution,  and  the  Commit- 
tee agree  to  consider      -        -      778, 779, 801 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  said  reso- 
lution     824 

a  bill  presented  in  pursuance  of  the  resoln- 

tion,  twice  read,  and  committed      -        -    829 
the  bill  debated,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 

tidrd  reading  ---•..    942 
again  debated    •-....    951 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •       •    877 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  rssolutions  adopted  by 
the  citiiens  of,  expressing  their  indigna^ 
tion  at  the  aggressions  committed  by  Crreat 
Britain,  dec.,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole     -•....    493 

North  Carolina,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  assenting  to  an  act  of       -    341 
a  hill  reported,  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  said  act,  twice  read    ^        .        .    408 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    445 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...    447 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  drcuit 
court  in  the  district  of    ...        .    375 

a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  committed  -    414 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .    429 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused      ...    433 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  s 
select  committee    .....    462 

a  report  of  said  committee  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table        ......    48O 

dio  an^endment  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 

an  amendment 516 

die  act  as  approved 1231 

a  biD  directmg  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  cause  the  coast  o^  between  Capes  Pear 
and  Hatteras,  to  be  surveyed,  twice  read  -    519 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    885 
road  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     •        •        -    839 
the  act,  as  approved  -        .        .        .        .  1255 
Northwest  Territory,  a  resolution,  inquiring  into 
tlM  several  acts  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  lands  in  the,  OTdered  to  lie  on  the  table    266 

O. 
Oath*  administration  of  the,  to  the  Speaker  and 

members  of  the  House    ....    254 
Ocraeoke*  North  Carolina,  an  amendatory  bill 
erecting  a  new  collecticm  district,  to  be 
called  the  district  oU  ordered  to  lie  on  (he 

table 945 

Oftcers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  committee  to  in- 
qjOin  into  the  act  regulating  the  compen- 
sation of  the 263 

said  committee  report  a  bill,  which  is  read 
twice,  and  commixed     ....    390 
9tb  Con. — 43 


Officers  of  the  two  House»--continaed.  Page, 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  ....  445 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  448 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  833 
amendments  and  bill  referred  ...  834 
the  House  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to 

other  amendments  .....    839 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -    849 
the  conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed-         878 

managers  report  modifications,  to  which  the 

Senate  agree  -  -  -  -  -  .  921 
the  House  disagree  to  the  modifications,  and 

adhere 932 

the  act,  as  approved 1254 

Ogden»  Samuel  G.,  a  memorial  of,  complaining 

of  the  conduct  of  certain  Executive  officers, 

presented  by  Mr.  Quincy,  which  caused 

much  angry  debate        ....  i085 

a  resdution  on  the  subject  of  said  memorial 

ofiered  by  Mr.  Eariy      ....  1090 
which  finaUy  passed  by  yeas  and  nays        •  1094 
Ohio,  a  petition  of  actual  settlers  on  pre-emption 
lands  in,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands 594 

said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re« 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means .    326 

a  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers 
of  lands  Northwest  of  the  river,  praying 
further  time  for  payment,  referred  to  same 

committee 806 

a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land  in 
the  State  of,  praying  further  time  for  pay- 
ment and  rolinquislmient  of  interest,  refine 
red  to  the  same  committee      ...    822 
a  report  thereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole     -        -        .        -        .        .834 
a  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers 
of  land  Northwest  of  the  river,  and  be- 
tween the  Miamis,  praying  the  right  ofpre- 
emption,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fub- 

UcLands 324 

a  report  thereon,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pur- 
suance thereof       .....    9ii 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secreta^ 
ry,  and  Judges  of  the  late  Territory  North- 
west of  the  river,  read  twice,  and  commit 

ted 325 

reported  without  amendment,  and  <»pdered  to 

a  third  reading 344 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    852 

the  act,  as  approved 1228 

a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  the  quantiw  of  land 
sold  in,  annually,  firom  the  3()th  June, 
1802,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  •  •  884 
a  bill  from  the  Soiate  to  suspend  the  sale  of 
certun  lands  in,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         995 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1016 
the  act,  as  approved  -  -  .  .  •  1259 
a  bill  relative  to  claims  to  land  in,  dtc,  twice 

read  and  committed  ....  914 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  ...  1022 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1080 
amendments  of  ^e  Senate  agreed  to  -  -  1104 
the  act,  as  approved 1279 
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Ohio  Compmny,  a  committee  appointed  to  ooii«d- 

er  we  memorial  of  the    -       -        .        .    S64 

tile  committee  dischaiged,  and  memorial  re* 
Inrred  to  Committee  on  Public  Landa     -    8S1 

an  unfaToraMe  report,  and  leave  to  withdraw 
the  memorial  granted     ....    841 

a  second  report  on  a  part  of  the  same  me- 
morial, alio  nnftTorable  ....    848 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  memorial  of  the  C^eral 
AiMmblT  of  KentDcky  in  relation  to  Uie, 
read  and  referred  to  a  aelect  committee   -    448 

a  report  from  aaid  committee,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialists   827 

OUn,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating 

to  Society  of  Harmony   ....    464 
Orleans  Territoiy,  petition  ef  the  LegislatiTe 
Council  oi,  praying  a  donation  of  lands  for 
support  of  colleges,  dbc.,  read  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee      •        .        •        •    S72 

a  report  in  part,  read  and  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    619 

other  portions  of  said  petitions  referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands    ...    522 

a  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representattres 
o^  referred  to  the  first  committee     -        -    882 

a  petition  of  the  Regents  of  the  UniTonity  of, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  -    488 

report  of  said  committee  read  and  referred  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole        •        .        -827 

a  resolution  to  establish  land  offices  in,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Lands      -    488 

a  bfll  from  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  adjust 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in     •        -        -  1068 

read  twice  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands 1064 

report  of  said  committee  committed  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       ...        .1079 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed        -  1088 

the  act  as  approved 1274 

P- 

Paiddrick,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  protest  of,  relating 

to  Spanish  aggressions  ....  ii67 
PilmMr,  Henry,  and  others,  ditto  .  •  .1169 
Pamlico  Sound,  a  bill  for  fixing  buoys  in,  and  Ibr 

other  purposes,  twice  read       ...    889 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .    988 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    989 
Patents,  a  commitlee  to  inquire  mto  the  expeA- 

^ncy  of  amending  the  laws  relating  to     .    518 
Piatentrights,areportfirom  the  Committee  ofCom- 
merce  and  Manufectures  adrene  to  the 
extemdon  of  -       .       .       .       .       .    799 
Peari  river,  report  of  the  Commissioiiers  ibr  the 

dBstrict  of,  read  and  referred  ...  518 
Pe<^ham,  Elizabeth,  an  unfevoittble  leport  on 

the  petition  of 846 

Pennsyhama,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  o^  twice  read 
and  committed  .....  898 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  462 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aa  amendment  497 
the  amendment  agreed  to  -        .        .        •    509 

the  act,  as  approved 1382 

a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pr^. 
ingan  amendment  of  the  ConstitutioB,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  •       •    444 


Pensioners,  a  resolution  directing  ^  Secretwy 
of  War  to  report  at  next  session  a  Ust  o^ 
placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  several  States  for 
Revolutionary  services,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table 999 

Pensions.    (See  ReoohUianary  War.) 

Peters,  Robert,  and  others,  petition  ot,  in  rslatioii 
to  subdivisions  of  squares  and  lots  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  read  and  refened    .    778 
a  bai  presented  fer  purposes  pray ed  fer.roMl 
twice  and  committed      ....     999 

Petersburg,  Virginia,  certain  resolotiops  of  te 
iidiabilaBts  oi;  referred  to  Committee  ef 
the  Whole 461 

Philadstphia»petilioaoftfae  Chancer  of  Commeras 
of,  referred  to  Committee  of  Commeree  and 

Manufectures 981 

petition  of  the  merchants  and  tradeis  o(  re 
ferred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    841 

Philadelphia  frigate,  petition  of  the  late  crow  of 

the,  refeired  to  Committee  of  Claims        -    286 
an  unfevorable  report  thereon,  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whflie        -        -        -    « 
said  oommittee  discfaatged  and  leave  givea 

to  withdraw  the  petition  ...    818 

another  petition  of  the  same,  refened  to  a 
special  committee  .....    m 

PhUlipa,  John,  aa  allowance  mads  to»  for  aztia 


429 

I^ankeshaw  Indians,  a  treaty  with  the,  transmit- 
ted bv  the  President,  referred  .        •       '  lOK 
Pinckney,  Charles,  extracts  of  letters  from,  tofiie 

Secretaij  of  State 1157 

Plurality  of  offices,  Mr.  Randolph's  resoliitasBa 

in  relation  to,  referred    ....    509 
a  debate  on  the  first  resolution    •        •        •    880 
which  is  receded       -       -       •        -        •    891 
a  debate  on  the  second  resolntion        -        •    928 
the  seeond  resolution  r^ected     ...    98§ 
the  third  resolution  debated       -        -        •    986 
this  resdataon  agreed  to,  and  a  hill  ordeiad  •    986 
a  bill  reported  and  read  twioe     •        •       .  1906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •       .        •  lOOl 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1015 
Plymouth,  North  Careitna,  meminial  of  ^  mocw 
chants  of,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
port  of  entry  at,  referred  to  Committae  of 
Commerce  and  Manufeotares  •       -        -264 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  a  motion  to  mako^  a 
pert  of  entiy  foi  vteeels  frQm»  or  fiam  b  sy  ond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  lost  -        -       •    9tf 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Dawson's  resolotioBS  ra- 
lating  to  protection  of,  refened  to  roininii 

tee  of  the  Whole 80 

debate  on  the  first  and  second  raeolatiomi   •    877 
again  called  ap  in  Committee  of  the  WMa 

without  action  on  the     •        -        -        -    896 
another  debate  on  them     -        -        -        -    523 

the  two  resolutions  agreed  to      •        •        •    9tt 
a  debate  on  the  third  resolution  -        -        .    8tt 
wlndi  is  disagreed  to,  and  a  biU  ordetad  in 

pursuance  of  the  first  and  second    -        -    848 
a  biU  for  fortifying,  reported,  read  twice  and 
committed     ......    861 

read  by  sections         -        -       -       -        •  160 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  AM  thna, 

and  passed  -..--.  106I 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amoidmenls  lOtB 
amemhnents,  with  the  b9l,  eommilled         -  1179 
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Fmrto  and  Hmrbor»— contmned.  Page* 

tlie  Senate  amendments  agreed  to       •        -  1084 
the  act  as  approTed    -        -        -        .        .  1287 
a  resolution  to  request  the  President  to  in- 
form the  House  what  measures  have  been 
.  taken  by  the  States  indebted  to  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  defence  of       ^        • 
P«ftmaster  General,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  - 
(See  Granger,  Gideon,) 
Poft  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  a  committee  on, 
appointed      ---... 
a  report  of  said  committee  referred     - 
a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prorid- 
ing  by  law  for  compensating  the  services 

of  Isaac  Briggs 497 

Poat  Office,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  the,  to  be  kept  at  or  near  the  Capi- 
tol, ordered  to  Ue  on  Uie  table 
postponed  indefinitely        .... 
Poft  Roads,  a  bill  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
ameadments  made  to  said  bill    -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,^  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
.and  referred  to  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads 
aaid  committee  report  their  agreement  to  the 
aaine  in  part  and  disagreement  in  part,  in 
which  the  House  concurred    - 

the  act,  as  approved 1295 

Potomac  river,  petitions  heretolbre  presented  on 

the  subject  of  a  bridge  over  the,  refiMred 

to  a  select  committee      .... 

■aid  committee  make  a  report  fiivorable  to 

the  prayer  of  said  petition 
oonsidered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    409,  413 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  from 

the  further  consideration  of  it  lost  -        -    417 
the  resolution  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the,  car- 
ried, and  a  bill  ordered  to  that  efiisct        -    428 
a  bill  reported  and  referred  ...    465 

a  debate  on  the  bill 532 

amended  and  reported  to  the  House    -        -    535 
certain  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  House    824 
the  bill  as  amended  oi^ered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         827 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    993 
sundry  petitions  for  and  against  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  over  the        -        -      397,  416,  455 
Pimabytarian  congregation  of  Georgetown,  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the,  read  twice 
a  debate  onthebill- 
ofdored  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 
Toad  a  third  time,  and  paned     ... 

tka  aiet,  as  approved 

F^co  William,  a  petition  from  the  county  o^  on 

the  subject  of  Potomac  badge 
Printuff  and  sUtioneiy,  report  of  the  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  his  proceeding  relative  to   -    256 

Public  acts  of  Congress 1225 

Public  buildings,  at  Washmgton,  the  Preadent 
transmits  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the, 
-wbich  is  referred  to  a  select  committee 
Pulilie  debt»  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  mak- 
ing piovision  fer  the  redemption  Of  the, 
read  twice  and  conlfflitted      • 


Public  debt— continued.  ISig^ 

a  debate  en  the  bill 1027 

a  motion  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  lest  1053 


1054 
1066 


893 
285 


384 
398 
415 
416 


-  1064 


106» 


-    263 


354 


341 
477 
479 
481 
1232 

826 


821 


933 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .        . 
i^lblie  grounds,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  a 
bill  concerning  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -       -        .       .       . 
Public  lands,  appomtment  of  a  standing  commit- 
tee on-        

a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  antborizing  the  re- 
ceipt of  evidenoes  of  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment for,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       .... 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
called  up  in  the  House,  and  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa«ed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred 944 

a  non-agteement  reported,  and  a  oonferenoo 

asked 094 

Ae  Senate  agree  to  the  conference     •        •    996 
a  report  fnm  the  conference,  and  the  Eomm 

insist 1015 

the  act,  as  approved 1291 

a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on, 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to  Oon* 
firm  any  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
TeiTitory,  founded  on  l^anish  warrants, 

Sec 

a  report  of  the  committee  on,  on  sundry  po- 
titiotts  referred  to  them  --       .-       .     -  . 
another  report  of  the  same  character  - 
a  resohition  offered  to  prohibit  credit  on,  n^ 

ferred 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  refined  to  the 
committee  on         ..... 
a  rep6rt  of  said  committee  thereon  referred 
to  Committee  of  the  Whble    .        •       - 
Public  roads,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  conmAHee 
to  inquire  Into  certain,  referred 
the  committee  dischargel  from  the  fbrther 
consideration  of  the  subject    ... 
Q. 
Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a 
part  of  the  President's  Message 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac 270,271 

on  the  resohition  to  present  a  sword  to  Qen. 

Eaton 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  mi- 
litia        

to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian  congrsgation 
of  Georgetown       -"      .       .       -        - 
to  prohibit  intercoune  with  St.  Domingo    - 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  resolution,  relating 
to  plurality  of  offices       .... 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  same  subject 
on  the  Navy  appropriations        ...  1018 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors        1030 

repealbig  the  duty  on  salt,  Ac  -  1055,  1061 

on  the  motion  relating  to  Qgden  and  Smith  1087 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  that  subject       •  1088 
Quorum,  a  message  sent  to  inferm  the  Senate 

that  the  House  have  fermed  a         -       -    264 

R. 
Randolph,  John,  appointed  on  the  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President   -.      •       -265 


462 

532 
698 
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943 

276 
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Rftudolph,  John,  remarks  of-HX>ntiiiued.  Page. 

nmarks  of,  on  a  resolution  relating  to  North- 
west lands     366 

on  asking  leave  for  a  bill  relating  to  French 
spoliations      ......    274 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  resolution  in 
honor  of  General  Eaton  -        -     314,317 

esolaining  the  silence  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of  the 
Message,  so  hi  as  it  related  to  the  inva- 
•ioo  of  neutral  rights     ....    416 

introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain       -        •        -    430 

nsolution  to  amend  the  Constitution    600,  606 

introductory  of  his  resolutions  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices 608 

speech  of,  on  Mr,  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution 666 

ft>ly,  on  the  same  subject      ...    692 
r.  Leib's  motion  to  discharge  the  com* 
mittee  (same  subject)      -        -        .        .    763 

is  called  to  order ,    769 

spasdi  o^  on  Mr.  Nicholson's  non-imporU- 

tion  resolution  ...  790,  860,  876 
on  his  resolutions  relating  to  plurality  of 

offices  ....  881,889,926,928 
on  the  Senate's  bill  relating  to  Yazoo  lands     908 

916 
lemariui  on  giving  notice  of  his  intended 

motion  in  relation  to  the  secret  journal  -  989 
on  introducing  the  said  motion,  and  after- 

WMdf 946,968,981 

in  reply  to  BIr.  Yamum  .  •.  .  .  986 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  998,  100,  1004 
on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices  -  1006 
introductory  of  a  resolution  to  repeal  tho- 

duty  on  salt  -  -  .  *  ...  1023 
inr^ilgrtoMr.  ThoBMson  thatsulgect  •  1024 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Quincy  on  the  bill  on  the 

maam  subject •  1066 

on  the  section  of  said  bill  cMtinuing  the 

Medtterranean  fund  ....  i062 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  said  hill   1096, 

1096,  1097,  1099 
on  the  Senate's  adherence  to  said  amend- 
ment, after  conference    -        -        .        .1 102 
Bandol^,  T.  M.  philippic  of,  against  John  £an- 

dolph     -        -        .        .        -        .        .  1103 
apology  o(  to  the  House  for  his  vehemence    1106 
B«pp,  George,  and  others.    (See  Harmony.) 
Recess  of  Congress,  a  joint  committee  to  mform 

the  President  of  the  proposed  -        -1100 

Records,  1&C    {,^e  State  AcU.) 
A«ftigees,  a  report  from  the  Commissioners  under 

the  act  for  reUef  of,  referred    -        •        -    273 
a  hill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed      281 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...    294 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    297 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  un- 
der the  act  for  the  relief  of      .        .        .  1083 
Revenue,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of,  derived  from  certain  sources        440 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  members  of  the. 

Committee  on 266 

reports  presented  by  said  committee    -     286,  476 
Revolutionary  war,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  further  measures 
are  necessary  in  relation  to  those  disabled 
inthe -267 


Revolutionary  war— continued.  P*l*> 

a  bill  rqf»orted  in  pursuance  thereof  read 

twice,  and  referred  ....    276 

discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  297 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  297 
returned  frt)m  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims      -    932 
the  report  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble          937 

debate  on  said  report  ....    099 

a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  lost       -        .    9tt 
a  motion  to  amend  by  placing  on  the  Hst  oi 
pensioners  all  who  are  now  on  the  pen- 
sion lists  of  the  several  States,  negatived    942 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to    -    943 
the  act  as  approved    .....  it56 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relsi- 
tion  to  claims  to  land  for  military  serrioes 

during  the 1010 

a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report,  at  the  next  session,  a  list  of  pen- 
sioners placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  respective 
States  during  the   .....  1094 
Rhea,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  speedi  of,  on  Mk 

Gregg's  non-importation  resolution  -    738 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions  relating  to 

plurality  of  offices  ....      889,  929 
expresses  opposition  to  the  bill  on  tfie  last 

subject -     1099 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  salt  bill  -  -  -  -  1096, 1096,  1099 
Rhode  Island,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Gcnenl 
Assembly  o^  disagreeing  to  the  reeoiutiaos 
of  Kentucky  and  Pennsylvaiday  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  -  >  837 
Roban,  Francis,  a  deposition  of,  relative  to  Sjpea- 

ish  aggressions       .....  1214 
Rodney,  Thomas,  a  note  of,  on  the  affidavit  of 

Flanagan 1194 

copy  of  a  letter  fitma,  to  Ctovemor  WOliems  1291 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  to  declare,  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes,  rt»d 
twice  and  committed      ...         .991 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       ....         .331 
fead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    32S 
returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  an  amend- 
ment      337 

which  amendment  was  concurred  in  -        •    397 
the  act  as  approved    .....  1226 
Rules  and  Orders,  a  resolution  adopting  th^  of 

the  last  session 299 

resolutions  to  amend,  laid  on  the  table         •    417 
Mr.  Leib's  resolution  to  amend  -        -        .449 
Mr.  Thomas  submits  a  resolution  to  amend    931 
Ramsey,  David,  a  letter  from,  complaining  of  the 
-  impressment  of  his  son,  refcned  to  tiie 

Secretary  of  State 333 

Russell,  Gilbert  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

reliefof 997 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  .999 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1919 

S. 

Sabine,  infonnation  from  the  President  erf  imic^ 

vations  by  Spanish  troops  on  the    •        -    891 

SaUly,  Mr.»  objecto  to  Mr.  Goldabonnighbein«  ex- 
cused from  voting  ....        -    9H 

St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  petition  o^  pn^iag  to  he 

heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse        -       •999 
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81.  Cltir,  Arthur^— continaed.  Page, 

a  resoliitioii  that  he  be  heard,  laid  on  the 

table 761 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  day  appoint- 
ed to  hear      779 

the  same  postponed  indefinitely  -        -    799 

St.  Domingo,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend 

trade  with,  referred  -  -  -  -  486 
debated,  and  postponed      ...     499,  5X0 

passed -    515 

the  act  as  approTed 1228 

Salem,  Massachusetts,  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of,  relatiTo  to  aggressions,  d&c.         -    414 
Salt,  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty 

on  •        » 1023 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred         -  1025 
a  bill  reported  in  pursuance  thereof  read 

twice 1028 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1063 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1067 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  -  1083 
the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     1084 

the  managers  report  the  adherence  of  the 

Senate 1101 

the  House  recede  fixmi  their  disagreement  -1105 
Sandford,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  (in  place  of  Mr.  Clinton,  absent)    933 
Sayre,  Stephen,  the  petition  of,  and  the  report 

made  on  it  at  the  last  session,  referred     -    273 
Seamen,  sundry  resolutions  relating  to,  and  mer- 
chant Tessels,  referred    ....  1064 
Secret  Journal,  Mr.  Randolph  gives  notice  of  an 

intended  motion,  in  relation  to  the  -  -  939 
the  said  motion  made  ....  949 
a  qtiestion  of  order  arises  on  the  motion,  and 

the  Speaker's  decision  is  reversed  -  -  956 
another  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  on  the  same 

sulyect,  negatived 995 

a  motion  to  amend  the,  unanimously  carried  1136 
Secret  proceedings,  the  journal  of      ...  1117 
Senate,  the  House  informed  that  they  have  form- 
ed a  quorum,  and  elected  Samuel  Smith, 
President /m) /em.  ....    355 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  a  resolution  to  compensate  the, 

for  extra  services,  laid  on  the  table  -        -    890 
the  resohition  referred  to  a  select  committee    897 
SheU  Castle  Island,  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu&c- 
tnres  to  include,  in  the  district  of  Wash- 
ington, North  Carolina  -        •        -        -     274 
8bip8-of-tiie-line,  a  resolution  to  build,  read,  and 

referred-        ......    862 

Shoals,  a  resolution  to  survey  the,  of  Capes  Hat- 
teras  and  Lookout,  and  the  Frying  Pan, 

reforred 440 

a  report  thereon 519 

Sibl«y,  Dr.  John,  extracts  of  letters  horn,  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  •        •        1206,  1206,  1207 
Sinking  Fund,  a  report  from  the  Commisaionen 

ofthe 1153 

Blate  Company,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 

Dutchess  county,  refusing  the  prayer      -    688 
Staves,  a  resohition  to  tax  the  importati(»i  of, 

laid  on  the  tidl>le 278 

called  up,  and  postponed   -        -       .        .    274 
'      debated 846 


Slaves,  importation  of— continued.  Page. 

progress  reported,  and  leave  granted  to  sit 
again 851,   372 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered       375 

a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -     897 

the  bill  debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          484,  442 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee 444 

said  committee  report  a  new  bill,  and  a  mo- 
tion to  reject  lost 588 

resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ver- 
mont, propoMng  such  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  to  prevent  the  import- 
ation of,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table         •    844 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  addi- 
tional provisions  by  law  are  necessary  to 
prevent  the  importation  of     -        -        .    445 

a  report  from  said  committee      ...    472 

the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  .--"-..    478 

a  resolution  reported,  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  biU  or- 
dered    .......    522 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  introduction  o^  into  the 
Mississippi  and  Orleans  Territories,  read 
twice,  and  committed      ....    878 

sundry  petitions,  prayinjg  that  the  introduo- 
tion  o(,  may  be  permitted  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana     ....      298,  848 
Sloan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves        •        -     846, 868 

introductory  of  his  resolution  on  the  subfect 
of  British  aggressions    ....    448 

on  the  Senate  biU  in  relation  to  the  Society 
of  Harmony  ......    464 

objections  of,  to  incorporating  the  Preabyte- 
rian  Congregation  <^  Georgetown  -        -    478 

objections  of,  to  recommitting  the  bill  author* 
izing  the  issue  of  land  warrants      -        -    509 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  relatinf  to 
defonoe  of  ports  and  harbors  ...    580 

on  Mr.  Gregr  a  non-importation  resolution  •    605 

on  Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution  on  the  same 
aulject 801 

on  Mr.  Claik's  rescrfution  of  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Postmaster  General  -    888 

opposes  the  motion  to  recommit  the  non-im- 
portation resolution       ....    875 

remaiks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate biU  on  the  Tazoo  lands     ...    907 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
•ecretjoumal 058 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  sail  bili  -  1095 

speech  o^  introduetoiy  of  two  reselntioBs,  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  committee   1107 
Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  part  of 

the  President's  Message  ...    282 

on  Uie  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
arms,dtc 270 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  Gen. 
Eaton   ...---        -    278 

moves  to  recommit  ih»  said  resolution         •    820 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  hn- 
portatton  of  slaves  -        -        -        -    850 

moves  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Wajra 
and  Means  ih>m  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's  Message  as  relates  to  the  conduct  of 
belligerent  Powers         ....    876 
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Smilie,  Mr,— continued.  P»g«» 

remarks  of,  on  the  reeolntiont  relating  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  harbors      385,  388^  396,  523 

in  support  of  his  motion  just  above  men- 
tioned   -------    410 

on  the  Senate  bill,  relating  to  the  Society  of 
Harmony 464,  468 

in  &vor  of  the  biU  to  incorporate  the  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  of  Georgetown    -    478 

on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution    603 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St.  Do- 
mingo   -------    512 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importatioa  resolution  583, 749 

in  r^ly  to  Mr.  Leib,  on  his  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  (same  subject)      -    762 

opposes  the  rising  of  the  Committee  from  Mr. 
Nicholson's  resolution     -        -        -     707,822 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution,  relating 
to  the  Postmaster  General       ...    832 

opposes  the  p6stp<mement  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  bill 837 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olutions ..•..-    888 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on 
Yazoo  lands 915 

on  the  Navy  appropriations        ...  1002 

on  the  bHl  relating  to  plurality  of  offices  1008, 1012 

proposes  a  new  section  to  the  hill  for  fortify- 
ing  ports  and  harbors      .        .        .        «  1030 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

OMsaltbiU UOl 

SwaA,  Samuel,  information  to  th^  House  of  his 
election  $»  President  pr«  tempore  of  the 

Senate 255 

Smith,  John  C,  remaiks  o^  on  the  biU  to  prohi- 
bit the  exportation  of  arms,  dec       -        -    262 

on  the  Retolutionary  pensioa  biU        -        -    296 

on -the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 
slaves 878,448 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relattng  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbors        ....    398 

on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses   -        -    490 

on  Uie  bfll  to  prohibit  trade  with  St  Do< 


nrnigo 
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Smith,  Wilham  8.  (See  Leander,  and  Ogden,  S.  G.) 
South  Carolina,  a  resolution  to  refer  an  act  of 
the  State  o^  (laying  a  duty  on  tonnage, 
dtf.,)  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -    283 
a  hill  reported  by  said  Committee,  giving  the 

assent  of  Congress,  read  twice         -        -    836 
progressTeported,  dec*        ....    891 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  thhd  reading      -    446 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    448 
the  aet,  as  approved    ...        -       -  1^35 
the.  Prcmdent  transmits  a  letter  from  th^ 
Governor  of;  stating  the  cession  to  the 
United  States  of  certain  forts,  dec,,  referred    429 
Sf«thard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  r^olution  to 

tax  the  importation  of  slaves  -        -     348,  362 
in  favor  of  the  bill  t<>  incorporate  the  Presby- 
teriaii  Congiegation  of  Georg^wn         -    479 
SMin,  Mr.  Randolph's  history  of  our  difierencea 

'^  with 946 

doouieBts  transnutted  by  the  President,  re^ 
lating  to  negotiations  vrith      -        •        -  1156 
Spalding,  Blexiua,  allowanoe  made  to,  for  extr» 

servk;^ 429 

Spalding,  Thomas*  patvUon  oi,  contesting  the 

election  of  Cowles  Mead,  referred   -       -    268 


Sp^dmg,  Thomas— continued.  Page. 

a  report  thereon  committed  to  Committee  of 

(he  Whole 2« 

the  report  recommitted       ...        -    304 
takes  his  seat  as  a  member         ...    313 
calls  for  the  reading  of  the  rule  prolubiting 
a  member  from  voting  on  a  question  in 
which  he  LB  personally  interested        -        -    907 
Spanish  territories,  a  bill  (in  secret  session)  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  certain,  remd. 
twice  and  committed       -        -        -        -  1128 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1191 
sent  confidentially  to  the  Senate  -       -  1193 

Sparks,  Captain  R.,  a  letter  from,  to  Grovemor 

WiUiams 1196 

Speaker,  rules  concerning  the  duty  of  the  -        -297 
Standing  rules  and  orders,  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on,  read  and  referred    •        -        .    27S 
report  debated  -----      J94,  386 
amended  and  concurred  in  -        -         -    287 

the  amendment  to  one  of  the,  as  adopted     -    900 
Stanton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-im- 

Xortation  resolution        -        -        -         -    764 
cts,  records,  d^c,  a  committee  instructed 
to  make    provision   for  prescribing    the 
manner  of  proving,  dtc  -        .        -         .    372 
a  bill  reported,  read,  twice,  and  committed    511 
reported  without  amendment,  and  postponed    89S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed lOK 

State  balances,  information  from  the  President, 
that  New  York  is  the  only  Sute  that  has 
discharged  any  part  of  the,  reported        -    2S3 
Stals  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cascMi  to  judges  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    320 
reported  with  amendments         ...     371 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  biU  further 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     990 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -         -     9iS 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeata    475 
bill  and  amendment  referred  to  a  special 

committee      .-..--     4el 
reported    with    amendments,  which   were 
agreed  to        -        -        -        -        -        -     5C 

the  act  as  approved    -        .        -        -        •  123S 
Suffi-age,  a  bill  to  remove  the  limitation  to  tha 

right  of,  in  Mississippi,  twice  read,  -    440 

called  up,  without  action  thereon    -        -     511 
Supplemental  journal  (being  that  of  the 
proceedings) 
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Talleyrand,  C.  M.,  letters  from,  to  General  Ann- 
strong   1218,  1280 

Talhnadge,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  biU  estiWishr 

ing  rules  for  the  Army  -        -        -        -    8*7 
-on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  nur 
litia       -.-.-.-    998 

TennesasB,  a  resolution  to  repeal  so  much  oi  any 
act  as  appropriates  any  portion  of  the  laoda 
south  of  the  State  o(  to  satial^  daima  de- 
rived from  Geoigia  ....  342 
a  biU  from  the  Senate  to  authoriia  the  State 
of,  to  issue  grants,  &«.,  twiea  read  and  ra- 

foired 5* 

reported  vrith  several  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  refonad  la  Covwaitr 
tee  of  the  Whole  ....    MO 
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TeniMMee-— continaed.  Page, 

leveral  amendmento  made,  which,  with  the 

bill,  were  reported 996 

the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        -    998 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1011 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  regalating  the  grants 
of  land,  &Cm  south  of  the  State  of,  read, 
and  Mr.  Nelison's  motion  to  reject  debated    906 
which  motion  to  reject  prevailed         -        -    921 
a  bill  presented  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
lating grants,  &c.,  twice  read,  and  referred    937 
reported  with  several  amendments,  which 
were  twice  read,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  ordered  to  a  third  reading         •    995 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    996 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1079 
which  amendments  were  agreed  to     -        -  1084 

the  act,  as  approved 1286 

Tennessee  river,  resolution  to  provide  for  opening 

the  navigation  of,  referred       ...    575 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of,  in  certain 
cases,  read  twice,  and  committed    -        .    893 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    921 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    932 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 1027 

the  act  as  approved    .....  1293 
Thomas,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolotioB  relat- 
ing to  defence  of  ports  and  harbors         .    879 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution      418 
on  the  motion  of  indefinite  postpimement 

of  the  resolution  relating  to  Yazoo  claims    488 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the 

roles 830 

remarks  of;  introduciiig  an  amen^nMit  to 

the  Constitution 894 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate's Yaaoo  bUl      915 

remarks  oi^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 
repeal  the  d«ty  on  salt   ....  1023 
Toppan,  rSdward,  and  others,  bill  ordered  for  re- 

liefof 297 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  . 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        *    300 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    318 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    321 
Toulmin,  Judge,  extract  of  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        .        -1186,1187 

Trading-houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establishing,  with  Indian  tribes,  read  twice 

and  committed 342 

a  bill  reported  to  establish,  with  the  Indian 

tribes,  read  twice  and  committed      -        -    497 
reported    with    amendments,  which    were 
agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         993 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    996 
retuned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1064 

the  act,  as  approved 1287 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    272 
another  report,  vrith  certain  estimates,  Ac.  -    281 
a  resolution  dhrecting  reports  to  be  printed  •    454 
the  Secretary  of  ^e,  in  i«ply  to  sundry  reso- 
lutions   531 

a  resolution  calling  for  the  names  of  persons 
in  whoee  fevor  bills  have  been  drawn  on 
the,  by  our  Minister  in  France,  Ac*         •    761 
a  report  in  reply  to  said  resolution      •        -    834 
a  sapplementaiy  report  on  same  subject      -    987 


Page. 

Treaties,  a  Message  from  the  President  transmit- 
ting, with  certain  Indian  tribes         -        -    425 

Tripoli,  sundry  documents  from  the  President  re- 
lating to  the  ex-Bashaw  of     •        -        -    389 

Tunis,  information  communicated  in  relation  to 

our  afiairs  with 1022 

Turner,  Captain,  extracts  of  letters  fit>m,  to  Gen- 
eral WUkinson       -        -        -        -1206, 120r 

Tunreau,  General,  letters  fit>m,  to  the  Secretary  of 

SUte 1217,1218 

U. 
Ulysses,  ship.    (See  BrecAt,  Wt^m.) 
Union,  Mr.  Macon's  sentiments  on  the  impropri- 
ety of  ever  alluding  to  the  possibility  of  a 
dissolution  of  this  .....    694 
Union,  ship.    (See  Huuey,  Tristram,) 
United  States  debts,  bill  making  provision  for  the 

extinguishment  of  the    ....    482 
University,  memcoial  in  relation  to,  in  Washing- 
ton         301 


Valk,  Jacob  R.,  and  another,  a  deposition  o^  re- 
lating to  Spanish  invasions     -        -        -1161 
Van  Cortiandt,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Potomac  bridge    417 
Vamum,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  Revolutionary  pensions    267 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  fordgn 

coins     --.-.--    298 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  in  honoir  of 

General  Eaton        ....     316,819 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detaoh- 

ment  of  militia      ....     401, 403 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  re- 
lating to  plurality  of  offices     ...    929 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Randolph's  at- 
tack upon  him        .....    986 
remarks  of,  in  rejoinder      ....    987 
speech  of,  on  the  organization  of  the  militia  1069 
Vermont,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Coa- 
stitution,  so  as  to  prevent  the  importation 

of  slaves -    344 

Very,  Jonathan,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of 892 

Vessels,  a  resolution  relating  to  the  frirther  safe- 
guard of 906 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  twice 

read  and  committed        ....    988 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1013 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1022 
Vincennes,  a  petition  of  sundry  mbabitants  of 

the  district  of 518 

Vine,  a  petitien  asking  a  grant  or  sale,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  of  land,  for  the  cultivation 
of  the 295 

W. 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Mr.  RanMpk  quotes  a  le- 

mark  of 557 

Wailike  Stores,  a  resolution  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident to  oaiMe  to  be  laid  before  the  House     ^ 
an  aceount  of,  ditc,  ordeied  to  lie  on  the 
tabU 344 

Wiihiagton,  District  of  Columbia,  a  petiticm  of 

the  inbahitant%  praying  for  a  public  road    324 
a  memorial  of  trustees  relating  to  the  eslab-, 
liihmentof  a  seminary  •       -       .       •    334 
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Washington,  Bushrod,  and  Lawrence  Lewis,  pe- 
tition of,  as  executors  of  Georgk  Wash- 
ivoToir,  praying  a  confirmation  of  title 

to  certain  lands 778 

Ways  and  Means,  members  of  the  Committee  of  255 
Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  ordered  for  the  relief  of  803 
Weist,  Henry,  report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        -        -    531 
Westbury,  William,  affidavit  of,  relating  to  Span- 
ish aggressions H88 

West  India  I'rade,  a  resolution  to  regulate  the, 
«     referred 451 

Sergeant-at- 
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Wheaton,  Joseph,  election  of^ 

Arms 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  - 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  extracts  of  letters 

from,  to  the  SecreUry  of  War  1203,  1203, 1204 
Williams,  Mr.  D.  R.,  argument  of,  for  postponing 
the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 

slaTes    - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  rela- 
ting to  defence  of  ports,  ^,  .        -        - 
on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves 
speech  ot,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution 643 

on  the  moticm  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  rela- 
ting to  Yazoo  lanoB 
remarks  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Navy 

appropriation  bill 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices     -  1005 
on  the  Senate's  adherence  to  their  amend- 
ment of  the  salt  bUl       -        -        -        -  1102 
Williams,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors   -        •     379,  387 
speech  of;  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution 575 

moves  a  proviso  to  the  bill  on  plurality  of 

offices 1009 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  relating  to  Ogden 

and  Smith 1086 

Williams,  Governor  Robert,  letters  from,  to  the     * 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -  1 187,  1 198 

to  Charles  de  Grandpr6      -        -  1195,  1199 

to  Lieutenant  Wilson        -        -        -        -  1196 
to  Caotain  Sparks      -        -        -  1197,1201 

to  Judge  Rodney 1201 

orders  given  by,  to  Colonel  Ellis        -        -  1197 
Wibon,  Willis,  a  report  on  the  petition  o^  read 

and  referred 482 

Wilson,  Lieutenant  William,  a  letter  from  to 

Governor  Williams        -        -        -        -1195 
Witnesses,  a  bill  for  the  payment  o^  in  the  case 

of  impeachment,  read  twice    -        •        .    440 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject, 
read  twice  and  committed       ...    454 

a  debate  on  the  bUl 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    944 

the  bill  recommitted 956 

amended  and  passed  as  amended        •        .  1067 
^  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment,  «nd 

ask  a  conference    .....  1068 
the  House  insist,  but  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence       1078 

on  the  report  of  the  manageis  the  House 

woade 1084 

the  act,  as  ^yproved  •        -        .        .        .  1372  I 
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Wood  Island,  a  bill  presented  to  provide  for  a 
light-house,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    44g 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 470 

recommitted,  amended,  and  passed  as  amend- 
ed   476 

the  act,  as  approved  .....  1259 


Yaxoo  Claims,  a  resolution  on  the  subject  ci,  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  ....  266 
called  up,  and  postponed  -  -  .  .  494 
again  called  up,  and  debated  -  -  -487 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  4M 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject, 

is  met  by  a  motion  of  rejection       -        •    906 
which  motion,  after  debate,  prevailed  -        -    990 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  question  of  Mr.  Cowles 

Mead's  right  to  a  seat  -  -  .  -  312 
on  the  same  question  as  to  Mr.  Thomas 

Spalding 313 

on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  in  honor 

of  General  Eaton 390 

on  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  to  sit  again  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves  ...  351 
on  the  question  of  ad<^>ting  said  reoohoitiiOD  375 
on  the  resolution  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the 

Potomac  river 497 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  tax  the 

importation  of  slaves  ....  443 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  bill  relating  to  drawback  456 
on  an  amendment  offered  to  the  Senate  bill 

relating  to  the  Societr  of  Harmony  -  476 
on  the  question  of  passing  said  bill  -  -  477 
on  the  Inll  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 

Congregation  of  Georgetown  -  -481 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicklin  and 

Griffith 485 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  tbe 

judges  of  Orleans  Territory  ...  486 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolution 

to  amend  the  Constitution  ...  607 
on  amending  Uie  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse 

vrith  St  Domingo 511 

on  the  question  of  passing  said  bill    -        .    515 
on  indefinitely  postponing  thelull  to  tax  the 

importation  of  slaves  «...  619 
on  the  resolution  to  purchase  one  hundred 

and  thirty  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress      591 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whoie 

from  Mr.  Gregg's  resolution  •  -  -767 
on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

horn  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  on  the  same 

subject  - 766 

on  the  rate  per  centum  to  be  allow^  on  the 

Potomac  Bridge 825 

on  a  motion  to  add  a  new  section  to  said 

biU 396 

on  the  question  of  pasHBg  said  bfll    -        -    840 
on  the  first  resolution  for  defence  of  ports 

andharbori 846 

on  the  second    ......    947 

on  the  third 846 
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Teas  and  Naya— oontmadd.  Page. 

on  an  amendment  to  the  general  appro- 
priation bill 

on  the  firat  of  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions  re- 
lating to  plnralitj  of  offices     - 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  Tazoo  lands        ... 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  resolution  re- 
jating  to  pluhdity  of  offices     ... 

on  the  question  of  postponing  indefinitely 
his  thurd  resolution  on  that  subject  - 

on  the  question  of  adopting  said  resolution 

on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Ben- 
ate  to  the  Revolutionary  pension  bill 

on  the  amendment  to  the  bill  for  payment 
of  witnesses  -.---.    944 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision  as 
to  the  propriety  of  reading  the  President's 
confidential  Message  of  the  6th  December 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  re- 
lation to  the  secret  journal     ... 

on  a  new  section  proposed  to  the  bill,  author- 
iiing  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants,  dec 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  **  contingent  ex- 
penses" from  the  NaT?  bill    - 

on  a  proviso  moved  by  Mr.  N.  Williams  to 
the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Senate  bill,  au- 
tfaorking  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants,  dtc    -.--.. 

on  tiie  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices 

on  the  bill  relating  to  records  of  State 
Courts,  Ac 

on  the  bill  for  the  frirther  safeguard  of  mer- 
chant vesssls,  dtc. 

on  the  bill  to  cany  into  efiect  the  Chiekasaw 
treaty 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sectioik 
of  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports,  Ac  - 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  same 

on  indefinitely  postponing  the  bill  for  re* 
demption  of  the  public  debt    ...  1066 

on  the  passage  of  the  bfll  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  salt  -        -  ....  1067 

on  amendment  to  the  bill  for  payment  of 
witnesses 1067 

on  amendment  ofifered  to  the  bill  relating  to 
a  Naval  Peace  Establishment  1075,  1076, 1077 

on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        -        -  1078 

on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  bill  to 
carry  into  eflfect  the  Cherokee  treaty        -  1079 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  strike  out  **  un- 
der the .  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State"  firom  Uie  bUl  to  settie  the  claims  o£ 

General  Eaton 1082 

on  the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  amendment 

to  the  bill  for  paying  witnesses        -        -  1084 
on  the  motion  to  recede  therefrom      -        -  1085 
on  Mr.  Early's  resolution,  relating  to  the  me- 
morial of  Ogden  A  Smith        1092,  1093,  1094 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt   - 
on  adhering  to  disagreement  thereon  - 
on  the  passage  of  tbe  bill  for  temporary  re- 
lief of  Hamet  Caramalli  .... 
on  a  resolution  reported  in  secret  session  to 
authorize  the  President  to  raise  troops  for 
defence  of  the  Southern  frontier 
on  fixing  a  preamble  to  certain  resolutions 
on  amending  the  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
traordinary expenses    of  foreign  inter- 
course ....         1123,  1124,  1126 
on  the  passage  of  the  amended  resolution  -  1126 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  relating  to 

arrangement  of  limits  with  Spain  -  -  1127 
on  a  motion  to  take  ofi*  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  Spani^  territories  -1128 
on  sundry  amendmenU  to  said  bill  1129,  1130 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -  -  -  .  1132 
on  amending  the  confidential  message  to  the 

Senate,  transmitting  said  bill           -        -  1133 
on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  President's  Message  of  the  6th 
December      -        -        -        -        . 
on  a  similar  motion  with  regard  to  the  reeo» 
lution  authorizing  an  exchange  of  terri- 
tory with  Spain      .... 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  secret  journal 
on  a  motion  to  pos^ione  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  with 
the  resolution  relating  to  exdiange  of  ter- 
ritory     1137 

on  postponing  the  consideration  of  a  motion 
to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  soMsion  ...  1139 
on  other  motions  to  postpone  the  same    -  1140, 

1141,  1142 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  to  remove 
the  injunction  of  secrecy        ...  1143 
Yrujo,  the  Marquis  de  Casa«  letters  fixmi,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  ....  1121,1122 
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An  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for 
the  Naval  service  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  five      ...  1235 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  *<Act  making  pro- 
visions for  the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Government  of 
France,  the  payment  of  which  has  heen  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic"  1336 

An  Act  to  provide  for  Light-houses  in  Long  Isl- 
and Sound ;  and  to  declare  Roxbury,  in  the 
8t%te  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  da- 
livery        -        -  1325 

An  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  to 
supply  the  deAden^  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  Naval  service,  during  the  year  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  ^y^        -        -  1238 

An  Act  iMking  provision  lor  defraying  any  extra- 
ordinary expenses  attending  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tions   1236 

An  Act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 

support  of  a  Library 1237 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopo* 
lis ;  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mention- 
ed"   1227 

hm  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary, 
and  Judges  of  the  late  Tenalory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio        -  1228 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  oommerdal  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  pasts 
of  the  island  of  St  Domingo     -        -        -  1228 

An  Act  anthorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  in 

the  town  cif  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio  -  1229 

An  Act  extending  the  powers  of  the  Surveyor 
General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana ;  and 
for  other  purposes 1230 

An  Act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir* 
cuit  court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina ; 
and  for  aboli^iing  the  July  term  of  the  Ken- 
tucky district  court 1281 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled 
**An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain du^  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned" 1232 

An  Act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 

State  Judges  and  State  Courts  -        -        .  1283 

An  Act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery  ;  and 
for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood  Island, 
or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts     1288 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  of  Georgetown        -  1288 
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An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  December,  in  the' 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
so  tar  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and 
collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from 
foreign  ports 105 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Cumberiand,  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, to  the  SUte  of  Ohio        -        -        -  129$ 

An  Act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States 1238 

An  Act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Marshals      -  1353 

An  Act  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  coins 

in  the  United  States 1353 

An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  B^- 
resentatives 1354 

An  Act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory 
to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  be- 
tween Cape  Hatteraa  and  Cape  Fear,  to  bo 
surveyed 1355 

An  Act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 
by  known  wounds,  received  during  the  Rev- 
olution«ry  war 1355 

An.  Act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  iasne 

land  wanants,  and  for  other  purposes  -  1358 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in 

the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory  1358 

An  Act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 

goods,  wanes,  aad  morchandise  •        -        .  1359 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  making  provis- 
ion for  the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Government  of 
France 1383 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
ksue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described;  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same        ....  IS63 

An  Act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  Mili- 
tia, of  the  United  States     -        .        .        .1365 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousana  eight 
hundred  and  six 1368 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  compensation 
of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase  ...  1378 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
sup^ementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Na- 
val Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  pur- 
poMs" 1273 

An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding 
the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
for  other  purposes      .....  1273 

An  Act  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  fur^ 
ther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  Sutes  against  the  Barbery  Pow- 
ers"   1274 
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An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *<  An  act 
for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
daims  to  land,  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, and  Uie  district  of  Louisiana     -        -  1274 

An  Act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio        -        -  1279 

An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authdrize  the  laying  out  of  cer- 
tain public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes     -  1280 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Na^y  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six    -  1282 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Detrmt  and  Territory  of 
Michigan,  Mid  for  other  purposes        -        -  1283 

An  Act  making  a  further  appropriation  towards 
completing  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  at 
the  City  of  Washington    ....  1284 

An  Act  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mention- 
ed, the  "Ad  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage'*      ...  1284 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  *<An  act 
regulating  the  granto  of  land  and  providing 
for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  Stete  of  Tennessee      -  1286 

An  Act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 

United  Stotes,  and  for  building  gunboats    -  1287 
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An  Act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the 

Indian  tribes 1287 

An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the 
current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes 1290 

An  Act  to  repMl  so  much  of  any  act  or  acte  as 
authorizes  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
Public  Debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of 
the  United  Stetes,  and  for  other  purposes, 
relative  to  the  Public  Debt  ....  1291 

An  Act  for  erecting  certain  Hght-houses  in  the 
Stete  of  Massachusetto ;  for  building  a  bea- 
con, or  |>ier,  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  Stete  of 
Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pam- 
lico Sound,  in  the  Stete  of  North  Carolina  -  1292 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  **An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 
the  Territorial  Courts        ....  I29a 

Aa  Act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 

effect  certain  mdian  treaties       ...  1293 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Esteblishment  of  the  United 
Stetes,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six      1294 

An  Act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 

roads;  and  for  other  purposes    -        -        -  1295 

A  Resolution  relative  to  the  Danish  Consul  at 

Trqwli 1296 
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